FASA

November 20, 2009

The Honorable Max Baucus
Chairman

Senate Finance Committee
Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: MTB Record
S.2613,2614 and 2617

Dear Chairman Baucus:

The Fashion Accessories Shippers Association (FASA) represents more than 100 umbrella, handbag,
small leather goods and other fashion accessories companies. We strongly support S. 2613, 2614 and
2617, introduced by Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY).

Senator Schumer’s bills temporarily eliminate the duty on certain imported stick and golf umbrellas.
Currently, the duty rate on these umbrellas is 8.2%. With no domestic production to protect, this
high duty rate serves no purpose and yet costs companies and consumers over a million dollars each
year for these three categories of umbrellas.

The pointlessness of this duty is further underscored by the fact that umbrellas with collapsible shafts
have a 0% duty rate. This has been the case for more than a decade. There is no longer any rational
basis for continuing this disparity between collapsible umbrellas and stick/golf umbrellas.

Passage of these bills will benefit umbrella companies, suppliers and retailers in many parts of the
country. It will also will benefit every consumer who carries a stick or golf umbrella! The bill
enjoys broad support. Last year, the International Trade Commission confirmed the fact that similar
legislation introduced in the House is noncontroversial.

We therefore urge the Committee to include this bill in the tariff package that will soon be
assembled.

Thank your for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

St

Sara Mayes
President
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