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April 17, 2012

Hon. Douglas H. Shulman
Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

Room 3000 IR

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.-W.
Washington, DC 20224

Lois Lerner

Director of the Exempt Organizations Division
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20224

Re: Secret donations to “social welfare “ organizations making campaign
expenditures

Dear Commissioner Shulman and Director Lerner:

Democracy 21 and the Campaign Legal Center again call on the IRS to investigate and
take appropriate enforcement action against Crossroads GPS regarding its claimed status as a
section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt “social welfare” organization.

We also again call on the IRS to similarly investigate and take appropriate enforcement
action against Priorities USA, American Action Network and Americans Elect, other
organizations which we believe are improperly claiming status under section 501(c)(4).

It appears clear that Crossroads GPS is engaging in substantial spending to influence
elections and is accordingly not eligible for section 501(c)(4) tax status under existing tax law
and court interpretations of the law. It is also appears clear that Crossroads GPS is raising
numerous secret million dollar and multi-million dollar donations to fund these expenditures.

In an article dated April 13, 2012 (copy enclosed), The Washington Post reported that
Crossroads GPS received a secret donation of $10 million dollars to be used to make
expenditures to attack President Obama’s campaign for reelection.
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According to the report:

An anonymous donor has given $10 million to run ads attacking President Obama
and his policies, escalating the money race that is defining the 2012 presidential
campaign. And in the new, freewheeling environment of independent political
giving, the identity of this donor, like many others, is likely to remain a
permanent mystery.

The donation went to Crossroads GPS, the conservative nonprofit group founded
with support of political operative Karl Rove, which also reported another donor
giving at least $10 million over the past two years, according to draft tax returns

released by the organization.

The group would not identify the donors, who could be individuals, groups or
corporations, and under tax and campaign laws, is not required to disclose them. '

The new $10 million secret contribution to Crossroads GPS to run attack ads against
President Obama as he runs for re-election is a stark illustration of the problem caused by groups
engaged in campaign spending claiming eligibility as “social welfare” organizations under
section 501(c)(4).

The report in The Washington Post stated that Crossroads GPS and its affiliated Super
PAC, American Crossroads, together plan to spend an estimated $300 million in the 2012
elections. The expenditures by these two affiliated groups clearly appear to be for one overriding
purpose: to elect and defeat candidates.

The Washington Post article also shows the huge size of the contributions from secret
donors that are being used to finance campaign-related expenditures:

The tax returns show that Crossroads GPS has collected the vast majority of its
donations from the super-rich. The forms show that nearly 90 percent of its
contributions through the end of 2011 had come from as few as two dozen donors,
each giving $1 million or more.

In prior letters sent to you on October 5, 2010, September 28, 2011, December 14, 2011
and March 9, 2012, our organizations have called on the IRS to investigate and take appropriate
enforcement action against Crossroads GPS and other similarly situated organizations
improperly claiming tax-exempt status as section 501(c)(4) “social welfare” organizations.

In our earlier letters, we noted that the overriding purpose of these groups is to influence
elections and that the groups are spending substantial amounts to do so. These groups appear to
be spending far more to intervene and participate in campaigns than the law and court
interpretations allow “social welfare” organizations to spend for such purposes.

! T.W. Farnum, “Mystery donor gives $10 million to Crossroads GPS group to run anti-Obama

ads,” The Washington Post (April 13, 2012).
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1t is apparent that these groups are claiming section 501(c)(4) tax status in order to keep
secret from the American people the donors financing their campaign-related expenditures. If
these organizations are not eligible for tax status under section 501(c)(4), then they are
improperly using the tax laws to shield their donors from public disclosure and improperly using
secret contributions to influence the 2012 national elections.

As we have previously noted, it appears that the overriding purpose of Crossroads GPS is
to influence elections. The ads run by Crossroads GPS are campaign-related under IRS
standards. The standards provide that ads do not have to contain express advocacy in order to be
treated as intervention and participation in campaigns for purposes of determining eligibility for
tax-exempt status as a section 501(c)(4) organization.

As we have stated in our previous letters, we are deeply concerned about the failure of
the IRS to take any public steps to show that the agency is prepared to enforce the tax laws
applicable to section 501(c)(4) “social welfare” groups.

The ongoing harm to the public from the agency’s failure to act is that section 501(c)}(4)
groups are being used as vehicles to raise and spend secret contributions on a massive scale to
influence the 2012 elections.

Unless the IRS acts, the public interest in transparent campaign finance activities — an
interest that was strongly affirmed by the Supreme Court in the Citizens United case ~ will be
greatly damaged by the agency allowing groups to misuse the tax laws to hide the identities of
wealthy donors giving huge amounts to influence this year’s presidential and congressional
elections.

Sincerely,
/s/ Gerald Hebert /s/ Fred Wertheimer
J. Gerald Hebert Fred Wertheimer
Executive Director President

Campaign Legal Center Democracy 21
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September 27, 2012

Hon. Douglas H. Shulman
Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

Room 3000 IR

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20224

Lois Lerner

Director of the Exempt Organizations Division
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20224

Re:  Crossroads GPS
Dear Commissioner Shulman and Director Lerner:

Democracy 21 and the Campaign Legal Center have written to you on multiple occasions
seeking an investigation by the IRS into whether four organizations—Crossroads GPS, Priorities
USA, American Action Network and Americans Elect—are improperly claiming status as a
“social welfare” organizations under section 501(c)(4) of the tax code.

Our first letter challenging the claim by Crossroads GPS to tax-exempt status as a “social
welfare” organization was sent to the IRS nearly two years ago, on October 5, 2010. We have
subsequently sent eight letters to you regarding Crossroads GPS and the other organizations.
(These letters are dated July 27, 2011, September 28, 2011, December 14, 2011, March 9, 2012,
March 22, 2012, April 17, 2012, May 24, 2012 and July 23, 2012.)

We believe the facts we have presented to you in our letters make clear that each of these
organizations is, to put it simply, a campaign operation—an organization whose overwhelming
focus and purpose has been to elect and/or defeat candidates in the 2012 elections. Because the
primary purpose of each of these organizations is to participate or intervene in candidate
elections, these organizations are not, and should not be permitted to claim status as, “social
welfare” organizations under section 501(c)(4).
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There is a serious and continuing harm in the failure of the IRS to enforce the law. If
these groups were registered as “political organizations™ under section 527 of the tax code, they
would be required to disclose their donors of $200 or more and the public would be able to
scrutinize the sources of money they are using to fund their campaign activities. 26 U.S.C. §
527(j). But as purported “social welfare” organizations, these groups are not required to publicly
disclose their donors, and can therefore spend millions of dollars on efforts to influence the 2012
elections while hiding their donors from the American people.

In recent letters to the IRS, Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) has raised appropriate concerns
about the agency’s lack of enforcement of the rules governing section 501(c)(4) status. As
Senator Levin pertinently noted, “I find it unacceptable that the IRS appears to be passively
standing by while organizations that hold themselves out to be ‘social welfare’ organizations
clearly ignore the tax code with no apparent consequences.”1

We strongly agree.

The purpose of this letter is to provide additional information to document that
Crossroads GPS is an organization with an overriding purpose to influence candidate elections,
and is accordingly not entitled to tax-exempt status as a section 501(c)(4) “social welfare™
organization. In addition, this letter raises as a second ground for denying tax-exempt status the
fact that Crossroads GPS also fails to meet the applicable legal test under the “private benefit”
doctrine because it serves private political interests, not public “social welfare” interests.

Crossroads GPS reported in its Form 990s filed with the IRS for 2010 and 2011 that it
received 24 separate donations of $1 million or more in 2010 and 2011—the largest being two
single donations of $10 million. But the organization did not disclose the identity of any of these
donors. As one published report stated, “In its first 18 months, Crossroads GPS raised $67
million of its total $77 million from as few as 16 rich donors.”” Undoubtedly, Crossroads GPS
has received more such contributions this year.

There is little question that these million dollar donors are funding the campaign ads
being sponsored by Crossroads GPS, yet the identity of these donors is hidden from the public by
the fact that they have funneled their money through a group improperly claiming status under
section 501(c)(4). This is an abuse of the tax laws, in service of evading the bedrock principle
that money spent to influence federal elections should be subject to public disclosure.

The evidence we have presented to the IRS shows that Crossroads GPS is being operated
“for the substantial nonexempt purpose of benefiting the private interests of Republican Party
entities and candidates.” See American Campaign Academy v. Commissioner, 92 T.C. 1053
(1989). Under these circumstances, Crossroads GPS is not entitled to section 501(c)(4) tax-

! Letter of August 31, 2012 from Senator Carl Levin to The Honorable Daniel H. Shulman,
Commissioner, Intenal Revenue Service.

2 S.V. Date, “Rove’s Crossroads GPS Gets Explicit In Anti-Obama Air War,” NPR (Sept. 12,
2012).
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exempt status under the “private benefit” doctrine because it is an organization created and
operated to serve private political interests, not public “social welfare” purposes.

Crossroads GPS and its sister Super PAC organization, American Crossroads, were
established in the summer of 2010, and were conceived and founded by Karl Rove and Ed
Gillespie. Crossroads GPS was created shortly after American Crossroads in order for donors to
be able to provide funds anonymously to influence federal elections.

Karl Rove is the leading Republican Party political operative in the country. Rove was
the chief political adviser to President George W. Bush for his eight years in office.

Ed Gillespie was named a counselor to the Romney campaign in April 2012 and serves as
a senior adviser for the Romney presidential campaign. Gillespie is a former Chairman of the
Republican National Committee and served as a counselor to President George W. Bush in 2007
and 2008. In 2010, Gillespie was named chairman of the Republican State Leadership
Committee, which helps elect state attorneys general, lieutenant governors, secretaries of state
and house and senate candidates across the country.

The evidence clearly indicates that Crossroads GPS (along with American Crossroads)
was founded by Rove and Gillespie to carry out their private political interests in electing
Republicans and defeating Democrats, and not to engage in public “social welfare” activities.
The organization’s operations have furthered these private political interests.

Karl Rove recently confirmed publicly that Crossroads GPS is a political operation and
that its activities are intended to elect Republicans and defeat Democrats. In an op-ed article
published in The Wall Street Journal (August 1, 2012) (emphasis added), Rove said:

Roughly $111 million of Mr. Obama’s ad blitz was paid for by his campaign;
outside groups chipped in just over $20 million. The Romney campaign spent
only $42 million over the same period in response, with $107.4 million more in

ads attacking Mr. Obama’s policies or boosting Mr. Romney coming from outside
groups (with Crossroads GPS, a group I helped found, providing over half).

Rove thus stated that in response to an “ad blitz” by President Obama’s reelection
campaign and supportive Democratic outside groups, Crossroads GPS spent more than $53
million on ads “attacking Mr. Obama’s policies or boosting Mr. Romney.” This blunt statement
by Rove unmasks the fact that Crossroads GPS is a campaign operation and makes clear that the
ads run by Crossroads GPS about Obama and Romney are campaign ads.

This unambiguously partisan political activity clearly falls within the standard set forth
by the IRS in a ruling denying section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt status to an organization that was
“not operated primarily to promote social welfare because your activities are conducted primarily
for the benefit of a political party and a private group of individuals, rather than the community
as a whole.” Final Determination Letter, Number 201128032 (April 4, 2011).
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In that matter, the IRS concluded that “an organization which conducts its educational
activities to benefit a political party and its candidates serves private interests. And. .. an
organization that primarily serves private interests fails to qualifv for exemption under section
501(c)4).” Id. at 6 (citing American Campaign Academy). The IRS concluded in that matter:

In summary, you are not opersted primarily to promote social welfare because
your activities are conducted primarily for the benefit of a political party and a
private group of individuals, rather than the community as a whole. Accordingly,
you do not qualify for exemption as an organization described in section 501{c)(4)
of the Code and you must file federal income tax returns.

Id; see also Determination Letter 201221028 (March 2, 2012) ("Educational activities
undertaken to provide a partisan benefit are considered to serve private interests, rather than the
commeon good.”); Determination Letter, Number 201224034 (March 21, 2012) (same).

The information we are submitting here, as well as the information we have submitted in
our past letters to the IRS, also shows that the overriding, if not exclusive, purpose of Crossroads
GPS is to influence candidate elections and that it is engaged primarily in campaign activities.
Under these circumstances, Crossroads GPS does not have a primary purpose of conducting
“social welfare” activities and is therefore not entitled to tax-exempt status as a section 501(c}(4)
organization.

There can be no doubt that Crossroads GPS is engaging in massive spending on
television ads that have the purpose and effect of influencing the 2012 elections, and thereby
constitute participation or intervention in the campaign.

The apparent basis for the claim by Crossroads GPS that it is entitled fo tax status as a
“social welfare™ organization is its assertion that its ads are issue” ads, not campaign ads,
because the ads do not contain “express advocacy.”3 As one recent press report stated, “For

: Ironically, Crossroads GPS did switch to “express advocacy™ ads for a short period in order to

avoid disclosure of its donors under the campaign finance laws. In 2 March 2012 mling, a federal district
court invalidated an FEC regulation which limited disclosure of donors to groups that make
“electionesring conununications™ (i.e.. ads that are proximate in time to an election but do not contain
cxpress advocacy). This ruling required donor disclosure by groups sponsoring clectioneering
communications, but not for independent expenditures {i.e., ads that do contain express advocacy and are
subject to a different FEC disclosure regulation). In order to avoid disclosure once its ads were within the
electionesring communications fime frame, Crossroads GPS and other section 501{c){(4) groups began
adding express advocacy fo their ads in early September, so those ads became independent expenditures
rather than electioneering commumications. K. Doyle, “D.C., Circuit Revives FEC Rule Allowing
Political Ad Sponsors to Avoid Disclosure,” BNA Money and Politics Report (Sept. 19, 2012} (“One
paradoxical result was that groups previously sponsoring ‘issue ads’ began sponsoring messages that
explivitly call for votes for or against candidates. The reporting rules for such ‘independent expenditure’
messages were not affected by the Van Hollen fitigation and continued to allow ad sponsors to keep
donors secret. The groups switching from electioneering communications to independent expenditures
include such high-profile, GOP-leaning organizations as U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Americans for
Prosperity, and Crossroads GPS. . .."). The Court of Appeals for the DD, C. Cirguit reversed the district
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months, the tax-exempt Cmscroads GPS has argued that its anti-Obama ads were merely issue
ads and not political ads.™ The same story stated, “Crossroads GPS spent more than $50 million
on ads attacking President Obama this spring and sumnmer. But its officers do not believe those
count as political activity because they did not tell viewers to vote against Obama.” Id.
(emphasis added).

As noted above, however, Karl Rove has publicly confirmed that more than $53 million
in ads run by Crossroads GPS are campaign ads run in response to President Obama’s “ad
blite.”

Furthermore, it is a flat misstatement of the law to claim that ads are “issue”™ ads, and not
campaign ads, simply because the ads do not contain “express advocacy.” The IRS has made
clear in rulings that “express advocacy™ is not required for a group’s speading to count as
intervention or participation in a campaign for purposes of assessing a group’s eligibility for
exempt status under section 501(c)4). A recent report by the Congressional Research Service
summarized the law as it applies to 501(c)}{4) organizations:

Clearly, any advertiscment that expressly endorses or opposes a candidate is
campaign activity. It is also clear that there is no rule that campaign mterventmn
occurs only when an organization expressly advocates for or against a candidate.’

Instead, the IRS has set forth in two Revenue Rulings the “facts and circumstances™ that
the agency takes into consideration in determining whether an ad constitutes intervention or
participation in a campaign, even if the ad does not contain “express advocacy.”

Revenue Ruling 2004-6, 2004-1 C.B. 328, explains that, because section 561{c)(4) public
policy advocacy “may involve discussion of the positions of public officials who are candidates
for public office, a public policy advocacy communication may constitute an exempt function (a
political activity) within the meaning of § 327(eX2).” Rev. Rul. 2004-6 at 1. The Ruling states:

All the facts and circumstances must be considered to determine whether an
expenditure for an advocacy communication relating to a public policy issue is for
an exempt function under § 527(e)(2). When an advocacy cormmunication
explicitly advocates the election or defeat of an individual to public office, the
expenditure clearly is for an exempt function under § 527(c)}(2). However, when
an advocacv communmanon relating to a public policy issue decs not explicitly

court ruling earlier this month. Center for Individual Freedom v. Van Hollen, F3d___,zo12 WL

4075293 (D.C. Cir. Sept. 18, 2012) reversing Van Hollen v. FEC, 851 F.Supp. 2d 69 (D.D.C. 2012).

# 8.V, Date, “Rove’s Crossroads GPS Gets Explicit In Anti-Obama Air War,” NPR (Sept. 12,
2012y,
s E. Lunder, "R42684: Political Ads: Issue Advocacy or Carnpaign Activity Under the Tax Code,”

Congressional Research Service (Aug. 29, 2012},
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to be considered to determine whether the expenditure is for an exempt function

under § 527(e)(2).
Id. (emphasis added)

Rev. Rul. 2004-6 lists six factors that “tend to show” that an advertisement is “exempt
function” political campaign activity, and five competing factors that “tend to show” that an
advertisement is not. Rev. Rul. 2004-6 at 3-4. These factors are not in themselves dispositive.
In the end, the regulations require a determination to be made based on “the facts and
circumstances” of each advertisement.

The “factors that tend to show that an advocacy communication on a public policy issue
is for an exempt function (political activity) under § 527(e)(2)” include the following:

a) The communication identifies a candidate for public office;
b) The timing of the communication coincides with an electoral campaign;
¢) The communication targets voters in a particular election;

d) The communication identifies that candidate’s position on the public policy
issue that is the subject of the communication;

e) The position of the candidate on the public policy issue has been raised as
distinguishing the candidate from others in the campaign, either in the
communication itself or in other public communications; and

f) The communication is not part of an ongoing series of substantially similar
advocacy communications by the organization on the same issue.

Rev. Rul. 2004-6 at 3.

The “factors that tend to show that an advocacy communication on a public policy issue
is not for an exempt function under § 527(e)(2)"” include the following:

a) The absence of any one or more of the factors listed in a) through f) above;

b) The communication identifies specific legislation, or a specific event outside
the control of the organization, that the organization hopes to influence;

¢) The timing of the communication coincides with a specific event outside the
control of the organization that the organization hopes to influence, such as a
legislative vote or other major legislative action (for example, a hearing before
a legislative committee on the issue that is the subject of the communication);
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d) The communication identifies the candidate solely as a government official

e)

1d.

who is in a position to act on the public policy issue in connection with the
specific event (such as a legislator who is eligible to vote on the legislation);
and

The communication identifies the candidate solely in the list of key or
principal sponsors of the legislation that is the subject of the communication.

Similarly, in Rev. Rul. 2007-41, 2007-1 C.B. 1421, the IRS stated that “[w]hether an
organization is participating or intervening, directly or indirectly, in any political campaign on
behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office depends upon all of the facts and
circumstances of each case.” Rev. Rul. 2007-41 at 2. With regard to campaign ads, the Revenue
Ruling states:

Even if a statement does not expressly tell an audience to vote for or against a

specific candidate, an organization delivering the statement is at risk of violating

the political campaign intervention prohibition if there is any message favoring or
opposing a candidate. ... All the facts and circumstances need to be considered

to determine if the advocacy is political campaign intervention.

Id. at 6 (emphasis added). According to the Revenue Ruling, the factors relevant to this
determination include:

Whether the statement identifies one or more candidates for a given public
office;

Whether the statement expresses approval or disapproval for one or more
candidates’ positions and/or actions;

Whether the statement is delivered close in time to the election;
Whether the statement makes reference to voting or an election;

‘Whether the issue addressed in the communication has been raised as an issue
distinguishing candidates for a given office;

‘Whether the communication is part of an ongoing series of communications
by the organization on the same issue that are made independent of the timing
of any election; and

Whether the timing of the communication and identification of the candidate
are related to a non-electoral event such as a scheduled vote on specific
legislation by an officeholder who also happens to be a candidate for public
office.
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Id. The Revenue Ruling notes, “A communication is particularly at risk of political campaign
intervention when it makes reference to candidates or voting in a specific upcoming election.”
Id at7.

Under established IRS rulings, and with regard to the requirement that the group be
primarily engaged in “social welfare activities,” the agency needs to examine the body of ads run
by Crossroads GPS this year, to apply the standards laid out in the pertinent IRS Revenue
Rulings, and to determine whether the ads run by Crossroads GPS constitute intervention or
participation in candidate elections. Once the IRS has determined the extent to which
Crossroads GPS has engaged in spending for ads to intervene or participate in candidate
elections, the agency can then determine whether such campaign activities constitute its “primary
purpose,” in violation of the permissible standard for “social welfare” organizations.

In order to assist the IRS in its task of determining the extent of non-social welfare
activities being engaged in by Crossroads GPS, we have enclosed a transcript of each ad that has
been aired by Crossroads GPS from January 1, 2012 through September 24, 2012. We believe
that a review of these ads, and the circumstances related to where and when they have been run,
will demonstrate that under the applicable IRS standards, these ads constitute intervention and
participation in candidate elections.

For example, an ad entitled “Suffered,” that was run by Crossroads GPS on July 23,
2012, states:

Narrator: America has suffered three years of crushing unemployment. Remember this:
Obama: “We’ll create nearly half a million jobs by investing in clean energy.”
Narrator: What really happened? Billions wasted on failed investments.

Thousands of Americans lost jobs. While stimulus money went to companies that
created jobs overseas. Paid for by the $4 billion Obama has added to our debt

every day. Tell President Obama, for real job growth, cut the debt. Support the

New Majority Agenda at newmajorityagenda.org.

This ad identifies President Obama and expresses strong disapproval for his positions on
jobs and stimulus, two issues that distinguish the candidates in the election. This ad was run in
this campaign season and was not related to any identified non-electoral event. Given these facts
and circumstances, there is little doubt that this ad would constitute candidate campaign
intervention and participation under the standards set forth in the Revenue Rulings discussed
above.

The same is true for all of the other ads run by Crossroads GPS this year. For instance,
an ad entitled “Basketball,” which began running on May 22, 2012, states:

Woman: “I always loved watching the kids play basketball. I still do, even
though things have changed. It’s funny, they can’t find jobs to get their careers
started and I can’t afford to retire and now we are all living together again. I
supported President Obama because he spoke so beautifully. He promised
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change, but things changed for the worse. Obama started spending like our credit
cards have no limits. His health care law made health insurance even more
expensive. We’ve had stimulus and bailouts. Obama added over $16,000 in
debts for every American. How will my kids pay that off when they can’t even
find jobs? Now, Obama wants more spending and taxes. That won’t fix things. I
had so many hopes. Cutting taxes and debt and creating jobs. That’s the change
we need. Tell President Obama to cut the job killing debt and support the new
majority agenda at newmajorityagenda.org.

This ad, as well, identifies and criticizes President Obama on issues that are central to the
presidential election—the health care law, the stimulus and the national debt. There is little
doubt that this ad would constitute candidate campaign intervention under applicable IRS
standards.

Almost all of the ads run by Crossroads GPS, furthermore, have been run in presidential
battleground states and/or states involving contested Senate races. In a number of cases, the
Crossroads GPS ads mention both President Obama and a Senate candidate in states that are both
a presidential battleground state and a state with a contested Senate race.

Thus, for example, 47 of the 60 ads mention Obama and a Senate candidate, or just the
Senate candidate. They include: eight ads that mention Virginia Democratic Senate candidate
Tim Kaine, seven ads that mention Montana Democratic Senator Jon Tester, seven ads that
mention Nevada Democratic Senate candidate, Representative Shelley Berkley, six ads that
mention North Dakota Senate candidate Heidi Heitkamp, six ads that mention Ohio Democratic
Senator Sherrod Brown, five ads that mention Missouri Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill,
three ads that mention Wisconsin Senate Democratic candidate, Representative Tammy Baldwin,
two ads that mentions Indiana Democratic Senate candidate, Joe Donnelly, two ads that mention
New Mexico Democratic Senate candidate, Representative Martin Heinrich and one ad that
mentions Florida Democratic Senator Bill Nelson.

The Senate races in Montana, Virginia, North Dakota, Nevada, Missouri, Ohio,
Wisconsin, New Mexico, Florida and Indiana—the states where the Crossroads GPS ads
mentioning Senate candidates have run—are all races that have been considered “in play” during
the 2012 elections and have been viewed as key races in determining whether the Republicans
can take control of the Senate in 2013.

The transcripts of the ads have been obtained by us from YouTube where Crossroads
GPS posts its ads. We do not know how often each of these ads has run, but the IRS can and
should obtain that information as part of reviewing the activities of Crossroads GPS to determine
whether the group is eligible for section 501(c)(4) tax status.

We urge the IRS to review each of the attached ads, and to apply the agency’s standards
to determine whether the ads constitute candidate campaign intervention. If you find, as we
believe you must, that all, or the overwhelming majority, of these ads are campaign ads, then the
inescapable conclusion is that the primary purpose of Crossroads GPS is to participate or
intervene in the 2012 elections. As such, its claim to status as a “social welfare” organization
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under section 501(c)(4) is not in compliance with the tax laws. Similarly, the IRS should find
that the “private benefit” doctrine disqualifies Crossroads GPS for tax-exempt status under
section 501(c)(4).

The IRS should act expeditiously in examining these ads, in denying Crossroads GPS
tax-exempt status and in imposing appropriate penalties on the organization. The IRS should
also act expeditiously in addressing the information we have presented in our prior letters with
regard to Priorities USA, American Action Network and Americans Elect, and similarly should
deny tax exempt status to those groups and impose appropriate penalties.

Crossroads GPS is engaged in a massive scheme to serve as a black box conduit to mask
the sources of tens of millions of dollars flowing into the 2012 elections. We believe that
Crossroads GPS is blatantly abusing the non-profit tax laws to do so.

It is the responsibility of the IRS to stop this abuse. We urge you to do so promptly.

Sincerely,
/s/ Gerald Hebert /s/ Fred Wertheimer
J. Gerald Hebert Fred Wertheimer
Executive Director President

Campaign Legal Center Democracy 21
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December 3, 2012

Steven T. Miller

Acting Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

Room 3000 IR

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W,
‘Washington, DC 20224

Lois Lerner

Director of the Exempt Organizations Division
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

‘Washington, DC 20224

Re:  Political Activities by section 501(c}(4) organizations

Dear Acting Commissioner Miller and Director Lerner:

The IRS last week released its 2012-2013 Priority Guidance Plan (Nov. 19, 2012), which
“contains 317 projects that are priorities for allocation of the resources of our offices during the
twelve-month period from July 2012 through June 2013 (the plan year).”

Inexplicably, however, nowhere on this list of 317 agency “priorities,” which includes a
list of 13 priorities specifically relating to exempt organizations, is there any mention of a project
to revise and clarify the rules dealing with political activities by section 501(c)(4) groups.

There simply is no basis for the IRS to ignore, as it apparently has done, the widespread
abuses that occurred in the 2012 election by groups claiming section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt status
and the role that the IRS’s flawed regulations played in contributing to these abuses.

An estimated $400 million in secret contributions were laundered into the 2012 elections
through section 501(c) organizations. A large portion of these funds was spent by groups
improperly claiming tax-exempt status as section 501(c)(4) “social welfare” organizations in
order to hide the identities of their donors from the American people.

In the absence of any action by the IRS to address this problem, even greater abuses of
the tax laws are expected to occur in future elections by groups improperly claiming to be “social
welfare” organizations. The failure of the IRS to act on this matter is doing great harm to the
American people and to their fundamental right to know who is providing the money to
influence their votes.
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Democracy 21 and the Campaign Legal Center wrote to the IRS on ten occasions during
2011 and 2012 to request the agency to investigate and take action on serious abuses of the tax
laws by groups that were improperly claiming tax-exempt status under section 501(c)(4).

These groups had an overriding purpose to influence federal elections and engaged in
campaign activities that failed to meet the eligibility requirements of section 501(c)(4) and court
interpretations of the law.

On July 27, 2011, we submitted a petition for rulemaking in which we requested the IRS
to initiate a proceeding to clarify and bring into compliance with the law the IRS regulations that
govern campaign activity by groups claiming status as “social welfare” organizations.

On July 17, 2012, almost one year later, we received a letter from Ms. Lerner which
acknowledged that “the IRS is aware of the current public interest in this issue,” recognized that
the existing regulations were more than a half-century old and stated that the IRS would
“consider proposed changes in this area.”

It is an indefensible abdication of responsibility for the IRS, afier stating in the July 17,
2012 letter to us that the agency would “consider proposed changes in this area,” to fail to
include the section 501(c)(4) regulations dealing with political activity on the agency’s Priority
Guidance Plan.!

Since “social welfare” organizations are not required to disclose their donors to the
public, such groups can serve as vehicles for secretly injecting huge contributions into federal
elections. Just one such group claiming status as a “social welfare” organization — Karl Rove’s
Crossroads GPS — spent $70 million on electioneering communications and independent
expenditures in the 2012 campaign.

Not one of the sources of the $70 million spent by Crossroads GPS was disclosed to the
public.

As we have previously demonstrated in our letters to the IRS, Crossroads GPS does not
meet the eligibility requirements for a 501(c)(4) “social welfare” organization. Rather, itisa
campaign organization whose primary purpose in 2012 was to elect Republican candidates.

! We note that at page 37 of the Guidance, the IRS states that in January 2013 it will publish a

“Revenue Procedure updating procedures for issuing determination letters and rulings on the exempt
status of organizations under §§501 and 521.” Since this proposed publication will address only
“procedures for issuing determination letters,” it does not appear to have relevance to the standards an
organization must satisfy in order to qualify for exempt status under section 501(c)(4). The fact that this
proposed publication is not listed in the portion of the Guidance document that relates to substantive rules
for exempt organizations (pp. 10-11) also supports the view that this will be a non-substantive issuance.
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Crossroads GPS is similar to a number of other groups masquerading as “social welfare”
organizations that operated in the 2012 elections to support candidates of both parties. The
contributions spent by these groups for campaign activities were shielded from public disclosure
because of their claim for exemption under section 501(c)(4).

Our previous letters to the IRS also challenged the eligibility of Priorities USA, a group
formed to support the re-election of President Obama, American Action Network and Americans
Elect to receive tax-exempt status under section 501(c)(4).

It is a matter of urgent public importance for the IRS to move promptly to fix its rules.

The existing flawed regulations are playing a key role in the massive amounts of secret
money being spent in federal elections by groups that are improperly claiming status as “social
welfare” organizations. This large-scale abuse of the tax laws to hide political donors is contrary
to the Internal Revenue Code, to court interpretations of the Code and to the longstanding
national policy of transparency for campaign finance contributions and expenditures.

Prompt and effective action by the IRS to address this matter is essential to prevent a
repeat in 2014 of campaign operatives using phony “social welfare” organizations as conduits to
inject secret money into federal campaigns and thereby to frustrate the public’s right to know the
sources of money spent to influence our elections.

In that light, the refusal of the IRS even to list the regulations governing eligibility for
section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt status in its Priority Guidance Plan for 2012-2013 is indefensible,
unacceptable and in direct conflict with the interests of the American people.

The November 19 Guidance states that the IRS will periodically update its work plan “to
reflect additional items that have become priorities. . . .”

We strongly urge you to add the section 501(c)(4) regulations to the agency’s regulatory
priorities and to take timely and effective steps to address the fundamental flaws in these
regulations prior to the 2014 campaign. The IRS must ensure that the widespread abuses of
laundering secret money into federal elections through section 501(c)(4) organizations does not
repeat itself in the future, to the great detriment of the American people and our democracy.

We request a meeting with you as soon as possible to discuss our concerns and the urgent
need for a rulemaking proceeding to address the problems that exist.

Sincerely,
/s/ Gerald Hebert /s/ Fred Wertheimer
J. Gerald Hebert Fred Wertheimer
Executive Director President

Campaign Legal Center Democracy 21



1383

SFC 000919

January 2, 2013

Steven T. Miller

Acting Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

Room 3000 IR

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20224

Lois Lerner

Director of the Exempt Organizations Division
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20224

Re:  Application for section 501(c)(4) status by Crossroads GPS

Dear Acting Commissioner Miller and Director Lerner:

ProPublica, a news organization, recently received and publicly disseminated the Form
1024, “Application for Recognition of Exemption under Section 501(a), filed by Crossroads GPS
on September 3, 2010, seeking recognition as a “social welfare” organization under section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code. So far as we are aware, the IRS has yet to grant the
application.

In its application, Crossroads GPS states that 50 percent of its activities will be devoted to
“public education,” 30 percent will be devoted to “influenc[ing] legislation and policymaking,”
and 20 percent will be devoted to “research.” Application at 2. Thus, when asked to provide a
“detailed narrative description of all the activities of the organization — past, present and
planned,” Crossroads GPS fails to mention any activities devoted to influencing federal
elections, and instead describes 100 percent of its activities as involving efforts other than
electioneering.

Inconsistently, in response to a different question on the application, Crossroads GPS
states that it plans to spend funds “to distribute independent political communications,” but such
activity “will be limited in amount, and will not constitute the organization’s primary purpose.”
Id at4.

We have written to you on a number of occasions in the past two years regarding the
enormous sums of money spent by Crossroads GPS to influence the 2010 and 2012 federal
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elections. In those letters, we have challenged the organization’s eligibility for section 501(c)(4)
tax-exempt status.

According to the Center for Responsive Politics (CRP), Crossroads GPS spent $70
million on independent expenditures to elect Republican candidates or defeat Democratic
candidates in the 2012 elections. This is an extraordinary amount of money to be spent on
influencing elections by a group which claims it is a “social welfare” organization.

Indeed, Crossroads GPS and its affiliated Super PAC, American Crossroads, together
spent a total of $175 million on independent expenditures and electioneering communications to
influence the 2012 elections—far more than any other outside spender, according to CRP.

The $70 million in campaign expenditures attributed to Crossroads GPS consists
overwhelmingly of ads reported to the Federal Election Commission as “independent
expenditures,” i.e., ads that contain “express advocacy.”

As we have discussed at length in our prior correspondence with you, the IRS uses a
different test to define activity that constitutes intervention or participation in elections, and
additional ads by Crossroads GPS that may not be subject to reporting to the FEC may
nonetheless fall well within the test used by the IRS to determine what constitutes campaign
spending by a tax-exempt group.

In continuing any ongoing review of the application submitted by Crossroads GPS for
status as a section 501(c)(4) organization, we believe it is essential that you not accept at face
value either the obviously self-serving statement on its application that Crossroad GPS’s
campaign spending will not constitute its “primary purpose” or any self-serving claims by the
organization that communications were “issue ads.”

The IRS should closely scrutinize the spending that Crossroads GPS engaged in during
the 2012 campaign. This includes both the spending that was reported to the FEC as
“independent expenditures” because it included “express advocacy,” and any other spending on
communications that may well have constituted intervention or participation in campaigns under
IRS rules, even if the ads did not contain “express advocacy.”

In particular, we strongly urge you not to accept at face value any claim by Crossroads
GPS that any or all of its ads that mention federal candidates and did not contain express
advocacy were “public education ads” or “issue ads.” These ads, and the context in which they
were run, must be reviewed by the IRS to determine whether in fact any or all of the ads
constituted ads to intervene or participate in elections, within the IRS definition of that standard.
E.g., Revenue Ruling 2004-6, 2004-1 C.B. 328.

In our letter to you of September 27, 2012, we submitted transcripts of the ads run by
Crossroads GPS from January 1, 2012 through September 24, 2012. We urged the IRS to review
each of these ads, and to apply the agency’s standards to determine whether the ads constituted
intervention or participation in campaigns. We again urge you to conduct such a review.
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In any event, we submit that the $70 million spent by Crossroads GPS just on campaign
ads reported to the FEC in 2012 is prima fucie evidence that the organization does have a
“primary purpose” to engage in campaign activities. The statement made by Crossroads GPS two
years ago on its application for tax-exempt status that its campaign activities will be “limited in
amount, and will not constitute the organization’s primary purpose” are simply not credible, in
light of the actual practices of the organization and the tens of millions of dolars Crossroads
GPS spent on campaign ads since then.

As we have stated in previous letters, the misuse of “social welfare™ organizations as
vehicles for campaign spending results in direct and serious harm to the American peeple
because it hides from public scrutiny the identity of the donors funding the campaign spending,

Crossroads GPS itself reported on its Form 990s filed with the IRS for 2010 and 2011
that it received 23 separate donations of $1 million or more in 2010 and 2011 ~ incloding two
contributions of $10 million ecach. But Crossroads GPS used its claim to section 501{c){4) tax-
exempt status as the basis for not publicly disclosing the identity of any of these million-dollar
and pwdti-mitlion dollar donors. It is very likely the case that the organization received
additional seven- or eight-figure donations in 2012.

It is also very likely that some, if not most, of the undisclosed contributions raised by
Crossroads GPS were spent for campaign ads to influence the 2012 elections. Thus, the tactic of
directing campaign money through the form of an entity claiming to be a “social welfare”
organization has enabled tens of millions of dollars of “dark” money to be spent to influence
federal elections.

It is the responsibility and obligation of the IRS to stop this kind of abuse of the tax laws.
It is imperative that the IRS closely and critically review the assertions made by Crossroads GPS
in its application for tax-exempt status, and in its tax returns, in light of its massive, campaign
spending in the 2012 federal elections.

Crossroads GPS served as litle more than a campaign operation in 2012, Crossroads
GPS has no business being treated as a “social welfare” organization and the IRS should deny its
application for tax-cxempt status as a section 501{c}{4)} organization.

Sincerely,
75/ Gerald Hebert /5/ Fred Wertheimer
1. Gerald Hebert Fred Wertheimer
Executive Director President

Campaign Legal Center Democracy 21
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January 16, 2013

Steven T. Miller

Acting Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

Room 3000 IR

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20224

Lois Lerner

Director of the Exempt Organizations Division
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20224

Re:  Application for section 501(c)(4) status by American Tradition Partnership

Dear Acting Commissioner Miller and Director Lerner:

Democracy 21 and the Campaign Legal Center are writing to request the IRS to conduct
an investigation into whether American Tradition Partnership (ATP), formerly known as
Western Tradition Partnership (WTP), obtained its section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt status based on
false information submitted to the IRS.

According to published reports, the apparently false information included
misrepresentations made to the IRS by WRP in urging expedited approval of its application and
misrepresentations in its application to the IRS, asserting that it would not participate or
intervene in elections.

WTP submitted its Form 1024, Application for Recognition of Exemption under Section
501(a), to the IRS on July 21, 2008. A copy of the application is publicly available.

According to a news report by ProPublica and Frontline, WTP submitted a letter to the
IRS on September 29, 2008, while their IRS application was still pending, requesting that the
IRS expedite processing of its application.’ According to the ProPublica/Frontline report, the

! Kim Barker, ProPublica, and Rick Young and Emma Schwartz, Frontline, “Did the Dark Money Group
that Spurred a Landmark Ruling Mislead the IRS?” ProPublica and Frontline, Oct. 22, 2012,

the-irs>.
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request for expedition stated that Jacob Jabs, who was described as the organization’s “primary
donor,” had promised to make a $300,000 donation to the group, but only if WTP received
recognition from the IRS for tax-exempt status by September 29, 2008. Id.

The letter further said, however, that Jabs had extended his deadline, and said he “will
give us the grant if we receive our tax exempt status by October 15, 2008. If we have not
received our tax exempt status by this date, Mr. Jabs has assured us that he will no longer
contribute said amount and instead will direct his donation to other organizations.” /d.

According to the ProPublica/Frontline report, the IRS responded to WTP the next day,
September 30, 2008, and said that the request for expedited consideration would be granted.
Tax-exempt status as a section 501(c)(4) “social welfare” organization was granted to WTP two
days later on October 2, 2008. /d.

According to a report published by ProPublica and Frontline on October 30 2012, Jabs
has subsequently said “he had never pledged money to the group, and never even been in
contract with them until press stories appeared naming him.”? The ProPublica/Frontline report
states:

“I think they just grabbed my name out of a hat to forward their agenda,” Jabs
told us. “I know nothing about the group, never heard of them, never have heard
of them until the last few days, and I did not, absolutely did not, commit $300,000
to start this company.” (Jabs also spoke with the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, again
denying any connection to the group.)

According to ProPublica and Frontline, a subsequent release of WTP’s bank records as a
result of state court litigation in Montana “show[ed] no money came in from the man WTP
claimed as its primary donor when it asked the IRS to expedite the approval of its application.”

Assuming the ProPublica/Frontline reports are correct, the IRS apparently agreed to
expedited processing of WTP’s application for tax-exempt status that resulted in its approval,
based on apparent material fraudulent information that WTP provided to the IRS and that WTP
had to know was false.

? Kim Barker, ProPublica, and Rick Young and Emma Schwartz, Frontline, “More Evidence Key Dark
Money Group May Have Misled IRS,” ProPublica and Frontline , Oct. 30, 2012,

3 Kim Barker, ProPublica, and Rick Young and Emma Schwartz, Frontline, “Dark Money Group’s
Donors Revealed,” ProPublica and Frontline, Nov. 5, 2012, <http://www.propublica.org/article/dark-
money-groups-doners-revealed>.
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On these grounds alone, the section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt status of WTP should be
revoked and the IRS should consider what, if any, other actions it should take against WTP. The
IRS should also forward any relevant information in this case to the Department of Justice so the
Department can determine what, if any, action it should take against WTP for apparently
submitting material false information to a federal agency in order to obtain action by the agency.

Furthermore, according to its initial application for tax-exempt status, WTP stated that
“[t]he organization will not directly or indirectly participate or intervene on behalf of or in
opposition to a candidate for public office.” Application at 2. It reiterated its intention to engage
in no campaign related activities in response to a separate question on page 4 of the application.

However, according to a report by ProPublica and Frontline published on October 22,
2012, shortly before WTP submitted its IRS application in 2008, the organization “and a related
political committee sent out fliers weighing in on candidates for Montana state office” in the
days before the Republican primary in the state.”

ProPublica and Frontline reported that “the group sponsored mailers that criticized
politicians in the 2008 Republican primary.” According to the ProPublica/Frontline report,
WTP has continued to participate or intervene in campaigns, in contravention of the
representation it made to the IRS that it would engage in no campaign activity:

Western Tradition Partnership is now known as American Tradition Partnership.
So far this election season [in 2012], the group has advocated for candidates in
Montana’s Republican primary, putting out a press release announcing that 12 of
those candidates won.

Furthermore, according to ProPublica and Frontline, WTP “raised money specifically by
telling people and corporations that they could give unlimited amounts in secret” to be spent to
influence elections:

“The only thing we plan on reporting is our success to contributors like you who
can see the benefits of a program like this,” said one document, a 2010 election
briefing to read to potential donors. “You can just sit back on election night and
see what a difference you’ve made.”’

* Kim Barker, ProPublica, and Rick Young and Emma Schwartz, Frontline, “Did the Dark Money Group
that Spurred a Landmark Ruling Mislead the IRS?” ProPublica and Frontline, Oct. 22,2012,
<htip://www.propublica.org/article/did-the-dark-money-group-that-spurred-a-landmark-ruling-mislead-
the-irs>.

® Kim Barker, ProPublica, and Rick Young and Emma Schwartz, Frontline, “More Evidence Key Dark
Money Group May Have Misled IRS,” Pro Publica and Frontline, Oct. 30,2012,
<htipe/fwww.propublica.org/article/more-evidence-kev-dark-money-group-may-have-misled-irs>.

¢ Id

7 Kim Barker, ProPublica, and Rick Young and Emma Schwartz, Frontline, “Documents Found in Meth
House Bare Inner Workings of Dark Money Group,” ProPublica and Frontline, Oct. 29, 2012,
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The reported campaign activities by WTP and its successor, ATP, raise serious guestions
about whether WTP knowingly misrepresented its planned activities to the IRS in its initial
application for tax-exempt status and whether it continued this misrepresentation over the years,
This matter also warrants an investigation by the IRS to determine whether the organization's
tax-exempt status should be revoked on these grounds and what, if any, other action should be
taken against the organization.

The ProPublica/Frontline reports also raise serious questions sbout whether WTP has as
its primary purpose intervening and participating in campaigns and is improperly claiming tax-
exempt stafus in order to serve as a vehicle for secret contributions to be injected into state and
federal elections. The TR S should also investigate this matter to determine what, if any, action
should be taken against WTP based on these circumstances.

The IRS is responsible for enforcing the tax laws and preventing the tax laws from being
misused to keep secret from the American people the sources of money spent to influence
elections.

We strongly urge the IRS to investigate WTP/ATP and to take appropriate action against
the organization for any violations of the tax laws and other federal laws that may have ocourred.

Sincerely,
s/ Gerald Hebert /s/ Fred Wertheimer
1. Gerald Hebert Fred Wertheimer
Executive Director President
Campaign Legal Center Democracy 21

bare-tnerworkingseofad

<httosfwww pronublica org/article/
TONeY-Eroun.



1390

AN Democralic Party Platforms: 2042 Democratic Parly Plaliorm

SFC 000628

Porrricar ParTy PLATFORMS
Bersivs Becoiving Elochoral Viven: 1840 - 2012

soas Desovratic Perty Platform
#

Moving Ameriea Forward
201z Democratic National Platform

Meving Anverica Forward
Foum goars age, Demoerats, § Senehy kil 5 Atgeri mmemymmﬁmmm
We he st of 3 e at Ik & i ol gt B vears

an o patin’s coedit card, and the Amem.m Drea:n had stipped ot of reach for too many.

Today, cur eeonomy &5 growing =gein, al-Qaeda is wisker than 2f any point since /o, and oor meanfactring secor i
groving for the first tme in move han a derade. Buz there i more we need to &3 azﬂsowemma together againto contiue
wiiat we started, We gather o reclainy the basic i built the & X i}zemﬁs! vertion om
Eairth - the sinyple privefple hat in Amarica, ard work should pay off, i o, noef sach f s
shoedd be able o goas far a3 our takert s drive teke u.

“This hactian i not skoply a diniee batwaen two candidates o twn politieal parties, tat by by diffovent
‘e for our oty and our fazibes,

- Puiic Papens of the Progidents

« State of the Union W e AmericA e TriCHRR OUE m\mmcmm-& Ly cre:hng ameroncmry bailt to Jast and built from

i g the kit Mite A 3 bavea wisfurs. They sistf haliper the o
« fraugral Addresses et the econammy is fenm lbet&vp derpizy - e s awmadxﬂm Yonafitod the wealthy few bl crashed the seenomy and
= Wewkly Addrmses soushed ihe midde dass.
» Firamice Chts
= News O e & [y Ao
» Exorattive Girlecs & VLR SO by ¥ mm:mdwmmymd%wm,m;x 3
o ProchiTaS muo.n of people drawn to o shoves imm ey eormer of the globe, YW babes American 2 Repurt Typs
> Sigring el never £ailed and there is nothing that together we camot aecomphish. Shece
» Pross Brigfines o
= Gtatwmats of Reclatming the scononic seeurity of the midde chiss & the challenge we nust overomme today. That hegis by restoring the
Administration Policy basiz-vaboes {hat madequr eotey great, and resiatng for eveevone whe vworks hard and pays by the rules the opportarity 4o
= Ecxpomis fepord of Hhe Prasident

ﬁ_né B }:xh that pays the bills, mn- amdea miu S pwht&b!e brasiness, cars for wur faudly, afford a homeon vall your ovor and

an, ak, T o all, giveyour chiidven the kind of adation tht
dkw.' them to drm mb@cﬁ andge mf\xrﬂier than you ever fmgined.

“Fhiz Tas o be v North Star - an eononey thit's built ot from the top Sown, et feom & growing midde dass, asd that

» 2004 Eloction Dovusmants poviddes Tudders of opgortimity far those varking hied te join the middie dass.
« 964 Shection Dnouments
= 2005 Trarmitior This T ot anather trivial p s the definry tasueof our fme and st the vare of th oo Thresira, At
warorwe stund ot 1 lmkenz ek encmment, and are fromt with & choive etvors moving forward and falg hadk.
The e Party bas turned 25 back on the middn ok s wio buil thi Cur apponents biiew we
e g sk ko e o v eximonie poficies of e bust dozade. They hink that if we simphy cfiminate protetions for
famifios wnd Wall Steoot virdte its iny, and ot tares for alihies < e ket wilt sobe all
problcy on it ovws. They arges that i we hep ser i weally: inwestors i profis by whatews weans
nevessary, whether through lagoffs ar ing, & ieallr tramslate info fobe 2 Hty that beneffis v 2l
They o rege beabroforun, s Midiare et s essher peogram, and folloe the sars ;msms el icveponsitlity of N
e post adhninistration - ghving trifons of delliy it sghtedt toards meill il stivking the Yo Faga oo

oaidfie chass with the bill, Buy we've tried thelr poficies - and we've all sufferad when they faiied

T s nt enongl o go back toowhere the eountry was befors the aisis, Wemme sebudid a strong foundation that sesaes i
never happens again.

Demnerats Boos that Amesica prosgess whes s all i topesher. e see an Ameriea wher vy has a fair shot, dees
thesr fair share, and plays by the same rdes. We see an America that eut-effucates, out-bulds, and o tharest of

INCLL

frorn the Office

§8Siﬂ‘f! ary thewarld.

E iNC‘L%}DE glection We ser an America with grasver sconvmic sevaity and ity driven by o oo, RpeEgy fon ared
CHMPAGR documents and 2 tax codw that belps to fean jobs and bring n & bafanced say, We believe i deficit rednetion

ot by placieg e Busdden on the widdle class and the poor, fut by eutting oot progrars we cant afford and asking the
wealthipst to again routzdate their fair shara.

Thesa vulaes ave why we: istorie heslth eare reform that provides i oilies andd sing financial reform legistation
hat will prevest tlve recklessniss that cost 50 many thzxz]e%s Bomnes, and savings. Thovre why we reseued the & X xewived oar
ing suppdy ehain, Theyre why we helped es whis are & iBtipe Sobs sling o pay Che Wls gave a Bttle cetra

monay thresgh tax outs, bower haalth care costs, and affordable stedent Ioars.

They've wiy we: {mxg!xt o reelaim ta value of tresting a}i:‘\m@.,cam with m;v,zmv and nzspmt. Aned Yaev're whiy Pre;yka; Bﬁrack l)bama bus em'kd oo war
a6 i wing down amother, Theyrewly we're rest o £

y uoab ediwsdndex phppid= 101862 WA



e 7.0k

MOLHOE documents Tom
ibe Office of the Press

credany

U eleqtion

gn dosuments

Yo van seprch dhe Public
FapeNs i w0 ways!

1. Bewch by Hoyword and
Year

Yous can search by keyword
andt choose the rangs of years
wathin your search by ﬁﬁmq
out the bowes under
e

2. View by Month andior
Year

Hetert the manth andior yess
you would ke mis)rmamn
about am prEss

1391

Damocratic Party Plafforms: 2042 Demoeratic Party Flatform

o v e SFC 000827
Bt theva is more 1o be dooe We keeer reping wwan Dresin wouldn't Tnew it wonld take mors R FNIT, GF DL TR, B
vy o president.
The problams wetre Sacing Hight now e b th ik ity the waking. Weare thap e A respret il
e, Anr‘sa\mmwﬁﬂxwenﬁsag*m wewmktogeﬁurm acve this ecantry forward. But whatis }xﬂdrmg ur mfienback i @ stalemate
betwesn te fonds by differsmt views of which divection America should take.
We st kevp svoving forward and doitg the hard work of rebnilding 2 strong sconsrey by beting on the Amscican worker and frvestiog ina growing

pacl Wenesda that p for thie bopes, values, aud interests of worldeg pevple, and gives everyone willing fo work hard the
chanee o make the most of thelr God-given potential.
Rebuilding Middle Class Seewrity
We\ﬂgm&ﬁh@hd‘kmmmu& ﬂ)ai’:eska lmﬁm&mmﬂmmﬁ!ﬁ‘*eaﬂb@wﬁ&wdﬁl iose fhe k inn; that month
Bon gon Aneriaes st Seir jobs - h s G0y, On Day O, l‘u-mak immerkiate amﬂn <] smyﬁm e fall
and it Americans back towark. !mhe midst of ﬁumm, President {)um-,a Snse vt Dems b  that Amerk
tougher th tirmes. S 2010, U g s ereated 4.5 miftion jobs, and Amerizan nmmﬁwurm& i growing for the ficst e sioce
the sgyos.
The Prosident ke fram the start hat o rebuld true roidde dass seourity, we cant fust cut our way Ty, We nyust te,

it vut-touill e worekd, We peed crentes the jols of the future and mabes Sivgs the rest of theworkd bugs - oot nmh»:i%anmwm@‘
Inophelis, oF risky ficancial dexds that joopardize everyone, especially the mirle class.
We‘m&h’wdv e Yistorie prog) s Have to rai ncbueds snd veform sdools, more amxkrﬁs are rmmmg grants and

sl yovng addidts v o T parents’ bealth § s s they fiish their education and wter the Bforo working

§am§imd:mmbdm ved tax cots, ad Fued-efficiensy 3 hing. % Wall Sxeot nd

abuses by bealth imuracse, exedlit card, and mortgage compariea.

O weerde is Sar frons duon, A prisis this deep &da'thapg:m erarnight and {wont be sobved seermghl, Toe maoy perets 5it around Sl hitchm talles at
might after they've put their kids e bed, worrying abot how they will inake 3 mortgage payment or pay the rent, or how they will put their diddren
Shrough coEi-ga Wenu» stand 2t 2 make-ar-break mement for families, vl America faees 3 clear choire i this Section: move forward toward 2 nation
et fra st wehprs ewaryons B th gt whend, o g0 ek to Hhe wome fadlad idons that costed the erisls fn the st phaca

The Regublicans fin Congress and Mitt Rempey bave 3 very different idea about whiore they want fo take this ecamtry ro pay for then trillione in additional
tax rats weighted towards milfiormives and bilionires, theyT ratse taxes on the midds clam and g owr & el reseureh and
tac.!mréagy and nmm}'h, hndgm, and airperts. Thell aud Medivars as wakoow it Thevmnt m ot Wall Sm-d wme m mw: rods: agiin aod allon

Ao working famibies, Their troubling he saene had
ideas of the Tast decade while arguing that, somehor, this time, thevitlead to a difforent result. We cavt afford te go hack or sbandon the change we've
fought so Tard for. We have to move farward,
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reforms that are already helping millions of Americans, and more benefits will come soon. SFC 000928

As a vesult of our effarts, today, young Americans entering the workforce can stay on their parents plans. Insurers can no longer refuse to cover kids with
ing medical conditions. Tsurance companics will o longer be able ta arbitearily cap and cancel coverage, or charge women move simply because
ftlmr gender, People with private insurance ave getting preventi rvices Hke cancer sereenings, annual well-woman v and FDA-approved
with no awt-of-packet costs. We've ished nev Offices of Minority Health, and are helping state Medicaid programs fumd home and
based services. Small businesses are receiving tax credits to help them cover their workers, and businesses and familics ave receiving rebates
from insurers who overcharged them.

commuunity

Soon, working famities will Fnally Bave the seeurity of knowing they won't lose health cate ot be foreed inta bankrtiptey if a family member gets sick or
toses their job. And soam, insurance companies will no longer be able to deny coverage based on pre-existing conditions. Medicaid will cover more working
familics. Those who dor't get insurance at work will be able to shop in new excbanges and will be cligible for new tax credits. A5 a result, al Americans will
have aceess to health care. We heard poswerful testimony before the platform drafting committee ahowt the difference it will make in_Americans' lives
when, for the first time, 30 million of our fellaw cité

ons finally gain health insurance.

Mitt Romney and the Republican Party would repeal health reform. They are more concerned with playing politics than supporting families in this country.
Mo law is perfect and Democrats stand witling fo work with anyone to improve the law where necessary, bul we are committed ko moving forward, We will
contirue to stand up to Republicans working to take away the benelits and protections that ave already helping millions of Americans every day. We refuse
ta go back to the days when health insurance companies had uncherked poswer ta cancel your health policy, deny you caverage, or charge women more than
men.

At the same time, the Alfordable Care Act is not the end of efforts Lo improve health care for all Americans, Democrats will continue to fight for a strong
health care werkforce with an emphasis on primary eare. We remain committed to eliminating disparities in health and will continue to make suce
families have access to mental health and substance abuse services. We will strengthen Medicaid and oppose efforts to block grant the program, slashiits
funding, and leave millions nore without health insurance. We will continue to invest in our public health infrastructure - ensuring that we ave able to
vespond to emergencies and support community-based efforts to prevent disease. The Recovery Act and the health reform law made historic investments
in Cammanity Health Centers, and Demoarats will contimue to support these valuable institutions. We Democrats have increased overall funding to
combat HIV/AIDS to record levels and will continue our nation’s fight against HIV/AIDS. President Obama established the first-ever comprehensive
National YIV/AIDS Steategy for responding to the domestic epidemic, which calls for veducing HIV incidence, inereasing access to care, optimizing health
outcomes, and rolucing TV-related health dispavities. This s an evidence-based plan that is guided by science and seeks to direct resourees ta the
compuunities at greatest risk, inchuding gay men, black and Latino Amevicans, substance usevs, and others at high risk of infection, And we wil continue to
support America’s groundbreaking biomedical researchers in their lifesaving wrk.

fy Tife was sawed by the Affordable Care Act, 1 have o family history of breast cancer, and when heard on the news that the health care law was going
to make sure I could get @ mammagram without any copay, 1 breathed a sigh of relef. I knew Id be able ta keep on schedule and stay up to date on my

brecst cancer screenings. Then I had nmammogram and forund out I had «small fumor. Luckdly, we caught it very early aud m doing fine.” - Judith
Smith
Stabilkzing the Housing Market and Hard-Hit Communitics. For more than a decade, irresponsible lenders tricked buyers into signing subprime

toans while too many horwcowners got in over their heads by buving homes they couldn't afford. But when the housing bubble burst, it hurt everyone,
ingluding responsible homeowners who played by the rules, but saw their home values decline and their neighbors' houses sit vacant. The housing market's
dramatic collapse did more than punish millions of innocent Americans; it also triggered the economy's downward spiral into recession.

President Obama took swift action to stabize a housing market i crisis, helping five million faunlis restructure their loans £ help ther stay i thetr
homes, making it easier for famities to refinance their mortgages and save hundreds of doflars a month, and giving tax credits to first-time bome buyer
He also oracked down on fraudulent mortgage lenders and othcr abuses that contributed to the housing exisis. Democrats have held the largest financial
fnstitutions accourdable by requiring thea to provide relief for homeowners still straggling to pay their mortgages and to change practices that took
advantage of . Demoxrats akso the importance of helping jtics Fight back against the foreclosures that threaten entire
noighborhoods, which is vhy the President proposed to expand the successfal neighborhood stahilization efforts in bis American Jabs Act.

Too many people still owe more on their homes than they are warth, That is why Democrats are fighting to give every responsible homeowner the chanee
to refinance their home, spirring investment in communities that have been hit hardest by forerlosure, and taking whatever steps we can to avoid nore
foreciosurcs. The President remains commitied to creating an economy that's built to last, where home owaership is au achievable dream for all
Americans.

Bocial Security and Medicave. We believe every American deserves a secure, health
Medicare and Social Security through a lifetime of hard work and personal responsibilit
this and future generations.

v, and dignified vetirement, America’s seniors have earned theiy
President Obama is cominitted to preserving that promise for

During their working years, Americans contributte to Social Secarity in exchaage for a promise that they will receive an income in vetirement. tinlike those
in the other party, we will find a solution to protect Soctal Security for future generations. We will biock Republican efforts to subject Americans'
guaranteed retirement income to the whims of the stock market through privatization. We reject approaches that insist that cutting benefits is the only
answer. President Obaraa will also make it easier for Americans Lo save on their own for retivement and prepare for unforeseen expenses by participating
invetirement accounts at work.

The Republican budget plan would end Medivare as we know it. Demorvats adamantly oppase any effarts to privatize o voucherice Medicare; unlike our
opponcnts wo will not ask seniors to pay thousands of doliars more every year while they watch the value of their Medicare benefits evaparate. Democrats
believe that Medicare is a sacred compacl with our seniars. 0 milliun older Americans and Americans with disabilities vely on Medlicave each year.,
and the new health care law makes Medicare stronger by adding nes ot benefit, fighting fraud, and improving care for patients. And, over 10 yoavs, the law
having
already recovered $10 bilion from health care scams. We will build on those reforms, not climinate Medicare’s guarantecs, The health cave law is closing
the gap in preseription drug coverage known as the “donghnut hole.” More than five million seniors have alveady saved maney - an average of §600 last
sear - and the dovghnat hote will be closed for good by 2020.

will save the avevage Medicare besefiviary $4.200. President Obama s already leading the most successful crackdown on health care fravd ev

In short, Demoerats believe that Social Security and Medicare must be kept strung for seniors, people wilh disabilities, and future gencratians. Our
opponents have shown a shocking willingness to gul these programs to pay for tax outs for the wealthiest, and we fundamentally reject that approach.

An Economy that Out-Educates the World and Offers Greater Access to Higher Education and Technical Training. Democrats believe
that getting an edueation is the surest path to the middie class, giving all students the opportunity to flfill lheir dreams and contribute to our cconomy
and demoeracy. Public education is one of our eritical democratic institutions. We are committed to ensuring that every child in Ameriea has access o a
world-class public education so we can out-educate the world and make sure America has the warld's highest proportion of cullege graduates by 2020,
This requires excellence at every level of our education system, from early learning thraugh post-secondary educalion, It means we must close the
achievement gap in America’s schaols and ensure that in every neighborhuod in the cowntry, children can benefit from high-quality educational
opportunities.

hitp:/Awww presidency ucsb.eduiws/index. php7pid=101862 320
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This is why we have helped states and territories develop comprehensive plans to raise standards and improve instruction in their early learning programs
and invested in expanding and veforming Head Start,

President Obama and the Democrats are committed to working with states and communities so they have the [Texibility and resources they need to
improve elcmentary and secondary educalion in @ say thak works best for students. To that end, the President chalionged and encouraged states o raise
their standards so students graduate ready for college or caveer and can succeed i a dynamic global economy. Forty-six states responded, leading
groundbreaking reforms that wilt déliver better education to millions of American students. Too many students, particwarly students of color and
disadvantaged students, drop out of our schoals, and Democrats know we must address the drapout erisis with the wgency it deserves. The Democratie
Party understands the importance of turning around strugghing public schools. We will cortiniue to strengthen all ow schools and work to expand public
school options for low-incorue youth, including magnet schools, charter schools, teacher-led schools, and carecr academies.

Beeruse there is no substitute for a great teacher at the head of 2 classroom, the President helped school districts save more than 400,000 educator jobs,

We Democrats honor our nation's teachers, who da a heroic job for their students every day. TF we want high-quality edweation for ail our kids, we must
Histen to L people who arc on the front lines. The President has laid out a plan to prevent more teacher layoffs while atteacting and rewarding great
teachers. This includes rai

teachers. We also believe in carelully erafted ovalaation systems that give struggling teachers a chance ta succeed and protect due process if another
teacher has to be put in te dassroom. We also recognize there is no substitute for a parent’s invelvement in their child's education.

ing standards For the programs that prepare our teachers, recognizing and rewarding good teaching, and retaining good

To help keep callcge within reach for every student, Demacrats took an hanks to reform our student loan program, saving more than $60 hilion by
removing the banks acting as middlemen so we can better and more divectly invest in students. o make coliege affordabte for students of alt backgrounds
andt confrant the Joan burden our stadents shoulder. we doubled our & in Pelt Grank scholarships and created the American Opportunity Tax
Credit worth wp to $10,000 over four years of college, and we're ereating avenues for students to manage their foderal student loaus so that their
‘payments can be only 10 pareant of what they make cach month, President Obama has pledged to encowrage colieges to keep their costs down by reducing
federal aid for those that do not, investing in colleges that keep tuition affordable and provide good valne, donbling the number of work-study jobs
avaitable to students, and continuing to ensure that students have access to federat loans with reasonable interest rates. We invested more than 82.5
billion in savings from reforming our student loan system to strengthen our nation's Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Hispanic-Serving
Institutions, Tribal Coticges and Universitics, Alaska, Hawaiian Native Institutions, Asian American and Pacific islnder Tnstitutions, and other Minority
Serving Institutions. These schools play an important role in ereating a diverse srorkforee, educating niew teachers, and producing the next generation of
STEM workers.

We Democrats also recognize the economic opporturities created by our nation's community eolleges. That is why the President has irvested in community
colleges and called for additional partnerships hetween businesses and cosmunity colleges to train two million workers with the skills they need for good
Jobs waiting to be filled, and to support business-Jabor apprenticeship programs that provide skills and opportunity to thowusands of Americaus. The
President also proposed to double key investments in seience to educate the next generation of scientists and enginerrs, mcourage private sector
innovation, and prepare at least 100,000 math and science teachers over the noxt decade. And to make this country a destination for glohal talent and
ingenuity,
earning advanced degrees in science, 3. engineering, and ies to stay and help create jobs here at home.

we o't deport deserving young people who are Americans in every way but on paper, and we will work to make it passible for foreign students

Mitt Romney has a radicatly differcnt vision. He says we need fewer teachers, cops, and firefighters - good middle class johs - even after osing hundreds of
thonsands of such jobs dring the recession and at a time when state, local, and territarial governmeuts ave still shedding these jobs. e supports
dramatic culs to Head Start and the Pell Grant program. Tuition at public colleges has soaved over the last decade and students are graduating with more
and more deb; but Mitt Romncy thinks students should “shap axound” for the “liest education they can afford.” And he supports the vadical House
Republican budget that would et financial aid for more than one milion students while giving tax cuts to the rich. We Demoerats have focused on nuaking
sure that taxpayer dollars support high-quality education prograus, but 34itt Romney is a siaunch supporter of expensive, for-profit schools - schools
that often leave students buried in deb and withous the skills for quakity jobs and that prey on our servicemenbers and veterans.

“Twork full-tine dring the day, and I attend Flovida International University of night as a part-lime student, Im working towards a degree i Public
Administration. If it wasn ¢ for financial aid, I wouldu t be able to pursue my dream. Like so many people, T wauld have ta put my education vn hold.
ice. By doubling Pell Grants and enaeting college tax credits, hes standing v for students
- Maytee Lopez

Because of President Obama, ¥ don t have to make this sac
and halping to make college more affordable and accessible.

“As amath teacher, my job is 10 enter into my classroom each day and get my students excited abaut the world avownd them. [ know that by sharing the

fumdamentals of math with my students, [ am providing the critical taols they noed ta create their own success, and President Obame understands that @

quatity STEM education is critical to my students and 0 the economy of the future. That s why he is challenging aur country ta support the work I do,
and train miore teachers tke me.”~ Hannah Pultz

Cutting Waste, Reducing the Deficit, Asking All fo Pay Their Fair Share

Alter the previous administration put two wars and tax cuts weighted towards the wealthy on the nation's evedit card, and in the wake of the worst
vecession sinee the Greal Depression, Demoerats took decisive steps to restore fiseal responsibility to Washington. We reinstated the tough pay-as-sou-go
budget rules of the 19905 so thal ali permanent nes spending and tax cuts must now be offset by savings or revenue increases, President Obama has
already signed into law $z2 trillion in spending reductions as part of a balanced phan to reduce our deficits by over $:4 trillion over the next decade while
taking immediate steps to strengthen the economy now. This approach inclides tough spending euts that will bring annual domestic spending to its lowest
level as a share of the economy in 50 years, while still allowing us ta make investments that benefit the middie class now and reduce our defieit over a
decade,

We are committed to defeating efforts that would retwrn us to the failed cconomic policies of the past, i which tax velief for the wealthy explodes the
deficit and asks the middle class to shoulder that burden.

Fo belp spur cconomic growth, President Obama and the Democratic Party cut taxes for every working family - providing $3,600 fn tax relief o the
typical family over the President’s first term in office - and we are committed to extending the middle class tax cuts for the 98 percent of American
familics who make less than $250,000 a year, and we ywill not raise taxes on them.

In order to reduce the deficit while still making the investments we need in education, research, infrastricture, and clean energy, the President has asked
for the wealthiest faxpayers to pay their fair share. We have to cut what we don't need in order to make room for the things we do need to grow our
econotny. We support allowing the Bush tax cuts for the swealthiest to expire and closing loophales and deductions for the largest corporations and the
highest-carning taxpayers. We are committed to reforming our kax code so that it is fairer and simpler, evealing a tax code that lives up to the Buffett
Rude so no mifionaire pays # smaller sbare of his or her income in taxes than middie class famities do. We are also committed to reforming the corparate
tax code to Tower tax rates for companies in the United States, with additional relief for those Iocating ing and rescarch and on
our shores, while elosing loopholes and reducing incentives for corporations to shift jobs overseas.

The Republican Party has a different vision—instead of asking everyone to do their fair shave and making investments we need for an economy bedl to
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last, they wanld slash taxes for corporations and the sealthiest Americans, let Wall Street once again write its own rules, Adh tela O P95 Rget on the
backs of the middie class, Romney and Congressional Republicans share the same, distorted view of the economy and support the same, lopsided hudget.
Romcy world roll back the tax relief Devocrats provided to working families and college students, and would require massive new laxes on the middle
class 1o pay for his $5 trillion tax plan that primavily benefits the weaithy.

The Demacratic Party opposes efforts to give additional tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans at the expense of the middle class and investments in our
fotare,

Fconomy Built to Last

Allof-the-Above Fnergy Policy. In the last four years, President Obama and the Democratic Party have taken conarete steps to make us more energy
independent. We've supported nearly 225,000 clean energy jobs and Amcricans are importing less ofl, breathing cleaner air, and saving money on energy
costs. Historic investments in clean energy technologics have hielped dowbe the electricity we get from wind and solar. New emissions and fuel efficioncy
standards for American cars are reducing our oif use, saving consumers at the pump, and putting Americans back to work, Our dependence on foreign off
i5 now at a 16-year low, and a nw era of cheap, ahundant natural gas is helping to bring jobs and industry back to the United] States.

We can move towards a sustainable energy-independent futare if e harness all of America’s great natural resources. That means an all-of-the-above
approach to developing America’s many energy resources, including wind, sotar. biofucls, geothermal, hydropower, ncloar, oil, clean coal, and natural

gas. President Obama has encowraged innovation to reach his goal of generating 8o percent of owr electricity from clean energy sourees by 20
Demoacrats support making America the world's leader in building a clean energy economy by extending clean encrgy incentives that support American
businesses and American jobs in communities across the countrey. 1t's not enough to invent clean energy technologies here; we want to make them here and
selt them around the world, We can further eut our reliance on oil with increased mergy efliciency in buildings. industry, and homes, and through the
promotion of advanced vehicles, fuel economy standards, and the greater use of natural gas in transportation. Harnessing our natural gas r
needs to be done in a safe and responsible manner, which is why the Gbama adnyinistration has praposed a number of safeguards to protect (lgamsl water
contamination and aiv polhution, We will continue to advocate for the use of this clean fossil fuel, while ensuring that public and environmental kealth and
workers' safety ave protected, We support move infrastrueture investment to speed the transition to cleaner fuels in the transportation sector, And we are
expediting the approval process to build out critical oil and gas lines essential to transporting ow enevgy for consumers. Building a elean energy future
mieans that new exploration and praduetion needs o be approached safely and ibiy. Dentocrats are itted to balancing environmental

protection with development, and that means preserving sensitive public lands from exploration, like the Arctic National Wildife Refuge, Pacific West
Coast, Gulf of Maine, and other irreplaceable nationat landscapes.

We are saving consumers money on their energy bills - both at home and at the pump - but Republican energy policy is full of emypty rhetoric and bad ideas
that would make their Big Oil donors even richer at the expense of the middic class. Republicans would keep giving billions of taxpayer doltars a year to
profitable ofl companies and increase costs on consumers. Demacrats will fight to cut tax subsidies for Big Oil while promating job grnvwth in the clean
energy soctor, so we can cut the deficit and increase jobs and growth in America.

Out-Building and Out-lanovating the Rest of the World. The American people will make a clear choice. They can vote for Republicans who opposed
saving the auto industry, who favor a tax code that would actually encourage outsourcing, and whose plans would gut investments in federalty financed
tabs and universities that uild new American industries. O they can elect Democrats who bet on the American worker, will reward those who create
private-sector jobs hero in America, and make the investments that strenglhen the middie class.

Betting on Ameri ing and the bite ndustry. Thanks to Presidmt Obama’s recovery program, American
manafactirers are creating jobs for the fivst time sioce Lhe 19905, including more than 500,000 jobs since the begimning of 2010. Instead of cutting jobs
or shipping them abroad, many American companies are now “nsourcing,” or bringing overseas jobs back kome.

President Obama and the Democrats boldly rescucd America’s auta iodustry, saving more than one million jobs, preventing the coltapse of the industry’s
supply chain, aud shoring up conntless communities, while revitalizing the backbone of America’s manufacturing sector.

Mitt Romney thought the government’s actinn would destroy the auto industry; he and Republican leaders oppased the support President Ghama extended
to rescue an iconic industry.

All three of America’s biggest auto manufacturers - Chrysler, GM, and Ford - are stronger today because of President Obama's decisive leadership. GM
and Chrysler have repaid their outstanding loans years ahead of schedule, new Ametican cars ave inspiring pride, and the auto industry added more than
200,000 jobs in the last three years,

Atthe same time, President Obama forged an agroement with American carmakers to nearly double fuel efficiency standards in the comiug years, changes
that will save a typical car awner more than $8,000 in fuel costs over the life of theiv vehicle and reduce Amcrican conswmers’ (et costs hy almost $2
uillion.

Today American carmakers and auto workers are helping to drive & stromger recovery. The Democratic Party supports a broad-based strategy to further
strengthen an American renaissance in manufeturing, with tax refief for clean energy manufacturing, incentives o create advanced vehicles in the United
States, more research, and a network of inanufacturing innovation bubs.

“Irt early 2009, the quto industry was collapsing. Our plant shut down and Fwas laid off. dnd, ke so many of us, T was seared. But then President
Obama bet an the American worker and rescued Amerioas auto industry, and its paying off for our economy and aur country. The plant apened its doors
again, 5o 1 gat my job - aud my pride - back. Thats a great American comeback story.” - fna Sydney

Insourcing. The Democratic Party believes in insourcing so that America can out-build the rest of the world again. We want to cut tax breaks for
companies that are shipping jobs overseas and for special interests, and instead offer tax breaks fo companies that are investing right here in the United
States af America, betting on American workers who are making American products we sell to the world that ave stamped with three proud words: Made
i America,

Our strategy is paying off. Alter decades of watehing Amcrican companies take jobs ta other countries, we're beginuing to see entrepreneurs and
manufactures make the decision to keep factories and production facilities heve in the United States — and even bring jobs back from overseas.

But the Republican Party has nominated a man whose firm invested in companies that were pioneers of outsourcing - and whose plans would actually
encomrage outsourcing by eliminating all taxes on the foreign profits of U.S. companies.

There is more to do. We Democrals support lowering the corporate tax vate swhile closing unnecessary foopholes, and towering rates even further for
manwfacturers who oreate good jobs at home. We will give our businesses aceess to newer roads and airports, and faster railroads and Internet access.
We ill fight for immediate investments for highways, transit, rail, and aviation and for the ereation of a national infrastructure bank to help moder:
our infrastructure, put hundreds of thausands of construction workers back on the job, and help businesses grow,

“Back in August 2007, the entire spar of the Minneapolis Bridge that crosses the Mississippi river collapsed. Tragicedlly, 13 people were killed aud dozens
injured. The new Saind Anthony Falls I-55W Bridge was re-opened in Septersber 2008, In my ten years in a steel mill, Ive worked alongside ey brather
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and sister stechworkers, and I prod to have produced the gmim mchor bars that secured the newly rebuilt Mineapotitr g APRFRL. 7he
bridges collapse and repair shows the importance of owr infrastructure ond the strength of American steel. I am extremely grotefl for President
Obamas fireless to repairing our infrastructure and ereating good paying manufacturing jobs.* - David Hallas, Listening to America
hearing participant

Out-Building the Rest of the World. We support long-term investments in eur infrastructure. Roads, bridges, 7ail and public transit systems,
airports, ports, and sewers ave all eritical to evonormic growlh, as they enable businesses to grow. That's why President Obama and Democrats in
s,

weture investments that will sus and communities with two

Congress have enacted infras in our Highway Trust Fund and provide sta
years of fundivg to build needed infrastructure, These investments are eritieal for putting Americans back to work and strengthening Ameriea’s
transportation system to grow our economy. The President has proposed Lo go substantially further, inchuding a significant up-front investment in our
infrastructire fllawed by sustained inereases in investment paid for with part of the savings from winding down our overseas wars, together with
reforms that will better teverage government dollars and tavget signilicant projects. We will continue to partner with Jocal communities to support their
sustainable development.

Out-Innovating the Rest of the World. Democrats support a world-cl itment to science and research so that the nest generation of
and bigh-technology ing fes thrive in America, President Obama signed into law changes to help entreprencurs raise capital
and create jobs.

s with skills for the future, and doubling funding for key basic
perimentation Tax Credit. President Obama has charted a new

Demoerats are committed to preparing math and seience teachers and training wo
research agencies. We support expanding and making permanent the Research and
mission for NASA to lead us to a future that builds on America’s legacy of innavation and exploration. Democrats reformed the patent system to speed
approval of investors’ patents and provide alternatives to wasteful litigation.

Democrats know that the United States must preserve our leadership in the Internet economy. We will ensure that America has a 215t centary digital
infrastructire - vobust wired and wireless broadband eapability, a smaster electrical grid, and upgraded information technology infrastructure in key
sectors such as heaith eare and edueation, President Obaina has committed to ensuring that 98 percent of Lhe country has aceess to high-speed wireless
broadband Internet access. We are finding irmovative ways to free up wireless spectrum and are building a state-of-the-art natiomwide, interoperable,
public safety network. President Obama is strongly committed to protecting an open Internet hat fosters investment, innovation, creativity, consumer
choice, and free speech, wifeitered by censorship or undue violations of privacy.

The administration is vigorously protecting 1.5, intellectual property - our technology and creativity - at home and abroad through better enforeanent and
innovative approaches such as volutary efforts by all parties to minimize infringement while supporting the free flow of information. Customs seizures of
counterfeit drugs are up 600 percont and scizures of fake consumer safety and exitical technalogy have increased nearly 200 percent; the Departuent of
Justice has aggressively prosecuted the ilegal overseas wansfer of trade secrets, As tochnology advances, we will continue to work with all stakeholders to
protect the security of the nation and its k dge assets, U property, the ioning of fair and itive markets, and the priva
cpression, and due process rights of Americans.

free

had the slowest
e as the economy

Standing Up for Workers. When the President took office, the American middle class was under assault. From 2001 to 2007, W
private-sector job growth in an cconomic expansion sinee World War IL The typieat family saw its incomme stall and ineqnality climb,
srew. And we had an administeation that thought the answer was lmiting unions.

Upon taking office, President Obama began Ure wark of restoring an economy built to fast that creates good jobs that pay well. ecause the President and
the Demacratic Party believe in the 1ight to organize and in supporting Ameriea's workers with strong labor laws, the Presideat rolled back harmful laber
poficics designed to wndermiine colfective bargaining rights. The President appointed members of the National Labor Relations Board and National
Medintion Board who understand the impartance of standing up for the rights of workers. He placed his bet on Lhe American worker when he rescued the
auto industry, His administration will conkinue s fight against the exploitative practice of cmployers 'y misclassifying workers as i
contractors or white-collar workers to evade taxes or deny them protections and overtime benefits. As new employment relationships evole away from
the traditional employee-amployer model, we need to make sure our fabor laws are moderized and keep pace with changes in owr ceonomy.

“The Republican Party would return us to Lhe failed policies of the last administration, vilifying the American worker, undamining unions, and arguing that
e should fend for themselves. We oppose the attacks on coliective hargaining that Republican governors and state legislatures are mounling in
states around the country.

Demacrsts beliove that the right to organize and collectively bargain is a fundamental American vakies every American sbould have a vaice on the job and a
chance to negotiate for a fair day's pay after a hard day's work. We will continue to fight for the right of all warkers to orgasize and join a union. Unions
helped build the greatast middle dass the world has ever known. Their work resulted in the 40-hour worksweek and weekends, paid leave and pensions, the
minimum wage and health insurance, and Social Security and Modicare - the cornerstones of middle elass scewity. We wil fight for labor aws that
provide a fair process for workers ta choose union representation, that facilitate the collective bargaining process, and that strengthen remedies for
violations of the law. We will fight for collective bargaiming rights for potice officers, nurses, firefighters, emergency medical technicians, teachers, and
ather public sector workers - jobs that are a prosen path fo the middie class for millions of Americans. We will continue to sigorously appase “Right to
Work™ and “paycheck protection” efforts, and so-calied “Save owr Scerct Ballol meastres whencver they ave proposed.

We will raise the minimuns wage, and index it to inftation, We believe in an America where people looking for work can find good jobs, where hard work
pays, and where r ibility is rewarded. Our € jonal Safety and Heaith Administration will continue to adopt and enforce comprehensive safety
standards. The first bili the Presicdent signed was the Lilly Ledbetier Fair Pay Act, we are committed to passing the Paycheck Fairness Act, and we wilt

continue to battle Republican opposition to efforts to stop wage diss

imination.

“When the auto industry was falfing an hard times, the President stepped in to keep it fram o total collupse. He also helped some paper warkers in St.
Paud Mirnesota. The Rock-Tenn mill in St. Paul s the largest paper recycler in the state. We have four paper machines the size of football fields, and we
nmoke the paper used for corrugated and baxboard boxes. Had the auto iudustry been allowed to fad, the mill probably would have closed, and 500 people
would have lost their jobs. We make the paper for the boxes that Detroit uses lo ship its quto pavts. If there arent any auto parls fo ship, there isn t a
nead for boxes.”~ Bob Ryan, Listening to America hearing participant

Helping Small Business, Small businesses employ half of all working Americans, and, over the last two decades, have ereated two out of three net new
jobs. Democrats believe that small businesses ave Lhe engine of job growth in America. President Obama signed 18 small-husiness tax cuts to cacaurage
busiaesses to hire more workers and make job-creating investments in machinery and equipment and proposed sigrificant additional small business tax
relief, He encouraged investment and supparted start-ups by allowing businesses to write off the fnll cost of new equipment and machinery they bought in
2011, Altogether, the President’s Small Business Jobs Act accelerated $55 billion in tax velief throngh 2011, Demoerats made it easier for small businesses
t0 acress the loans they neaded to grow and hire. The President signed into law changes to help entreprencurs raise capilal while inaintatuing key investor
protections, Small husinesses are now once again creating jobs. Democrats have helped small businesses provide health insnrance to their workers witha
tax eredit to help pay for the cost of coverage. In 2014, the tax credit will grow and small businesses will be able to poo] their purchasing power together
to get affordable coverage.

W

rocagnize the importance of smalt business to women, people of color, tribes, and rural America and will work to help nurture entreprencurship.
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President Obama and the Democratic Party are committed to continue cutting red tape for smalf businesses, heiping Lhem self their goods around the
warld and access the eapital they need to grow. This includes tax cuts for smail husinesses that make new investntents, hive more workers, or inerease
wages.

fhen President Obama signed the Small Business Jabs Act twa years ago, he mads sure to guarantee some fowns to small businesses. That made it
easier for people like me to get the credit needed to make i through the recession. I got a loan from a focal camumnity bank and the Smafl Business
Administration, whick saved my business. Im proud thet I didrt fay off a single employee. This June, we l celebrate 40 years in business, When we do,
welt be foasting President Obama. The President looked out for small businesses because he kneww that we - the creators of most of the jobs in Amerion -
were struggling and in need of help.” - Peter Aaron

Opened Markets All Over the World for American Products. President Obama and the Democratic Party know that America has the best
workers and businesses in the warld. If the playing field is level, Amevicans will be able to compete against svery other country on Earth, Over the Jast four
sears, we have made historic progress toward the goal of doubling our experts by 2015. We have taken steps to open new markets to American products,
while ensuring that ather countries play by the same rules. President Obama signed into law new trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia, and
Panama that sill support tens of thousands of private-sector jobs, but not before he strengthened these agreements on behalf of American workers and
businesses. We remain committed to finding nore markets for American-made goods - inchuling using the Traas-Pacific Partnarship hetween the Urited
States and eight countries in the Asia-Pacifie, one of the most dynamic regions in the wotld - while eusuring that wockers' rights and ensironmental
standards are upheld, and fighting against unfair trade practices. We expanded and reformed assistance for trade-affected workers, and we demanded
renewal of that help alongside new trade agroements,

Both publicly and privatcly, the President has mad clear o the Chinese goverament that it needs ko take steps to appreciate its currency so that America
i5 competing on a ]ewl vl playing fekL. This adminitration has doubled the rateof trade cases brought agaiast Chia by thelt adivinisration, and reated
a new Trade Center. The President is committed to continuing to (ight nnfair irade practices that disadvantage
Avverican producess and warkees, including Hlegal subsidies, non-£asilf havriers, and abise of workss vights or pvironmental standards.

America Works When Everyone Plays by the Same Rules

Tor too lang, we've had a financial system that stacked the deck against ordinary smericans. Banks on Wall Street played by difevent rules than
businesses on Main Street and comnuwity banks. Without strong cuough regulations, families were enticed, and sometimes tricked, into buying homes
they couldn't afford. Banks and investors weve allowed ta package and sell risky mortgages. Huge veckloss bets were made with other people’s money an
the fine.

That behavior not only nearly destroyed the financial system, it cost aur economy millions of jobs, hurt middle class and poor families, and left taxpayers
halding the bifl

For the past three and a half yeats, President Obxma and Demoerats around the country have been fighting to bring the country back from this historic
economic orisis. We put in place Wall Street refovm with smaier, tougher, commonsense rules that will prevent a crisis fike that from ever happening
again. We know that the free market only works when there are vules of the road to ensure that competilion is fair, open, and honest.

Mitt Romney and the Republicans would rolt back financial reform and let Wall Street wite its own rules again.

The Fresident put in place govermment reform that has led to the most open, efficient, and accountable government in history. We know that transparent
and effective government makes economie sense.

Republicans wowd continue to alior lebbyists too much sway over lawmakers, leading to gridlock in Washington, an outdated regulatory system, and a
xax code riddled with loopholes. The President put in place unprecedented ethics reforms and we're fighting for campaign finance veform. We know that
millions of Americans are struggling to get by, and their voices shouldnt be drowned out by millions of doflars in seeret special-interest lobbying and
advertising.

Mitt Romney's opposition to commonsensc campaign finance is nothing less than support for corporate and special-interest takeovers in our elections.

We believe America prospers when everyone, from Main Street to Wall Strect, does their fair share and plays by the same rules, We will not back down
from making sure an oil campany can't take the same reckless actions that led to the kind of ofl spill we saw in the Gulf of Mexico two years ago. We will
not back down from proteeting our kids fram toxic mereury polintion, ar making sure that ow food is safe and our water is clean. We will not back down
from ensuring that everyone has a seat at the American table and the opportunity to grab the first rung on the ladder to the middle dass.

Wall Street Reform

A strang middle class can only exist in an economy where everyone plays by the same rulcs, from Wall Sireet to Main Strect. That's why President Ohama
and Democrats In Congress overcame fierce opposition from the inancial industry 1o pass the most far-reaching Wall Street reform in generations.

The faited policies of the past decade and hands-off approach toward the excesses of the financial industry helped create the decpest eronomic catastraphe
sinee the Great Depression, In the fall of 2008, wwhen the financial system and econonsy were on the verge of catastrophic collapse, the last administration
put in place the Troubled Asset Relief Program. The Obama administration has enswed that big banks repay these loans with interest, and its rigorous

stewardship hias browght transparency and accountability Lo the program. We enacted Wall Street reform to end alt future taxpayer-funded bask bailauts.

Today Democrats are holding Wall Street accountable, bringing nevw transparency to financial markets, and ending taxpayer-funded bank bailouts and the
ara of “too bi to Fail.” President Obama puk in place uew rules of the road that refocus the fnaucial sector on geling capital to entreprencurs and smatl
and mid-sized businesses who create jobs and financing to millions of families who want to buy a home or send their kids to coliege.

Weve eroated & single consumer watehdog agency whose sole Job is tooking avt for working families by protesting them from deceptive and unfair lending
practices of mortgage brokers, payday lenders, debl collectors, and other financial institations. Demacrats are not only fighting to protect consumers
from practices that can hurt their packetbooks and add to their deht, but also working to put an end ta practices that helped cause the mortgage arisis.

Mitt Rompey and his alli

in Congress belicve that the hest way to grow the cconomy is from the top down - the same approach that benefited a few, but
crashed the ecanomy, hrt the middie class, and contributed to soaring income inequality. They would rolt back financial reform. and let Wall Strect write
its awn rules again.

218t Cenfury Gove £} p and A

President Obama and the Democrats are committed to rethinking, reforming, and remaking our government so that it can meet the challenges of our
time. We reject the idea that we need to ask people to choose betseen tieir jobs and their safety. We reject the argument that says for the economy to
grow, we have to roll hack protections that ban hiddes fees by eredit card companies, or rules that keep our kids from being exposed to mercury, or laws
that prevent the health instwance industry from shortchanging patients. Rules should be simpler and move flexible. and regulatious should be based on

hitp:/www presidency.ucsb.eduiws/index. php?pid=101962 7120
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sound sefence and secure Americans’ freedom of choice, In our platform hearing we heard abont the impartance of 1 safet Heted® PR3 Autc sehools
that educate, and government that invests in a strong economy. A 215t cenlury regulatory system must promote economic growth, innevation, and job
creation while also protecting public health and welfare.

President Obama proposed a simpler, smarter, and more cost-effective approach to regulation, rather than onc riddied with special rules weitten by
tobhyists. Efficient and effective regulations enforce common sense safeguards to protect the American people. That's hat we've done in this country for
move than a century. Ws why our food is safe to eat, our water is safe fo drink, and our air is safe to breathe. t's why we put in place consumer
protections against hiddenfees and penalties by credit card companies and new rules to prevent another financial crisis. That's why the administration
tanched the Internet Privacy Bill of Rights and encowraged innovative solutions such as 4 Do Not Track option fo consumers. But there's 1o question that
some regulations are outdated, unnecassary, or too costly. That's why President Obama asked all federal agencies to review and streamline outdated
regulations, an effort that will save at east §10 billion over five years, and wil climinate tens of millions of howrs in annual paperwork burdens. That's

i he has approved fower regulations in the first three years of his prosidency than his Republican predecessor did in his. At the same time, those
regulations have more than 25 times the net benefits of the previous acinistration’s regulations.

wl

Looking to make our government Jeaner, smarter, and wore consumer-friendly, Fresident Obama has askedt Congress to reinstate the authority that past
presidents had to reorganize and consolidate goversment agencics. President Obama has also called for an ambitious, transparent, and unprocedented
govermment-iwid review of existing federat regulations to eliminate unnecessary rules. In response, mare than bvo dozen agencies have released plans to

streamiine existing requirements. Tust a small fraction of these initiatives will save billions of dollars in the near future without sacrificing consumer
protections, the ensi . workplace safety, or health. For too long, overlapping responsibilities among agencies have made it harder, ratber than
casicr, for our small busincsses to interack with their governmaent, Whers appropriate, we are also itted to working with states and U.S, territories

to support innovation i exchange for acconntability and reslts.

We are committed to the most open, efficient, and accountable government in history, and we helieve that government is more accountable when it is
teansparent. This administeation was the first to make public the list of visitors to the White House and ereate 2 ceatralized ethics and lobbying database
available to the public onfine. Democrats led the fight to cnact the STOCK Act to ban congressional insider trading.

President Obama launched the Open Govermnent itiative to empaer the public - through greater opeaness and new technologies - to influence the
decisions that affect their lives. We are committed to using government as a platform to spur innovation and collaboration. Forums such as Data.gov
release more information to the public so that the private scetor can pioncer inmovative new services.

Lobbying Reform and Campign Fi Reform

Our political systerm s tmder assault by thase who believe that special interests should be able to buy whatever they want in our society,
govermment. Our opponeriks have applanded the Supreme Court's decision in Citizens Uttited and welcomed the miew flow of special intorest money with
open arms. n stark contrast, we befieve we must take immenliate action to curb the influence of fokibyists and special interests on our pofitical institutions.

including our

President Obama signed an excautive arder to establish unprecedented othics rules 5o that those who leave the executive branch may not lobby this
adminislation and officials may not accept gifls from Jobbyists. We support campaign finance reform, by constitutional amendinent if necessary. We
support legistation to lose loopholes and roquire greater disclosure of campaign spending. President Obama and the national Democratic Party do nok
aceept contribations from federat lobbyists this cycle, We support requiring groups trying to influence elections to revenl their donors so the public will
Know who's funding the political ads it sees. President Obama and the Bemocrats are fighting to reduce the influence of money in politics, and holding
Congress Lo higher conflic-of-intevest standards.

Greater Together

As Americans, we are bound together by more than nationality or geography. We ave bornd by a shared set of ideals and values rooted in the nolion that
we are greater together; that our eollective efforts produce something better than the sum of owr individnal actions; and that together, rather than divided,
ne the greatest challenges that come our w.

e can ave

The path to restoring middle class security is through the basic valucs that made our country great. We ave a nation that says anyone can make it if yon
try - o matter who yo are, where you come from, or what yot Jook like, We know that America is strongest swhen everybody has a seat at the table and
when the same rukes apply fo sveryone, from Main Strect to Wall Strect.

Republicans like Mitt Romney want to trern back the clock on the progress we've made, telling people whom they canmarry, restricting women's access to
birth controf caverage, and going back to the same economic policics that benefited the sealthy bet erashed our economy. Their narrow vision is of an
America where everyone is left Yo fend for themselves and the powerful can write their own rules. Ours is a vision of a big, compassionate America where
ne stha works hard has the chance to get ahvad - not just those alveady at the vory top. s a vision that says everyone gets a fair shot,
their fair share, and everyone mmgages in fair play. I a vision that says swe prosper whes we veatize tat wo ave alf in it together and stand united as a
nation without dividing or excluding peaple:

hening the American C

Imigration. Demoerats are strongly itted to enacting comsprehensive immigration reform that supports our economic goals and refleets our
values as both a nation of laws and a vation of immigrants. The story of the United States would not be passible witbout the generations of immigrants
who have strengthened our country and contribnted to our economy. Our prosperity depends on an immigration system that reffects our values and meets
America’s needs. But Amertoans know that today, our immigration systeny is baly broken - separating families, undermining honest cmployers and
workers, burdening law enforcement, and leaving millions of people working and Jiving in the shadows.

Democrats know there is road consensus o repair that system and strengthen owr economy, ard that the country urgently needs comprehensive
inumigration reform that brings wndoeumented immigrants out of the shadows and requires them to get vight with the Jaw, learu English, and pay taxes in
order to get on 4 path fo earn citizenship. We teed an immigration veform that creates a system for allocating visas that meets our economic needs, keeps
families together, and enforces the law, But instead of promoting the nalional interest, Republicans have blocked immigration reforns in Congress and
used the issue as a political wedge.

Despite the obstades, President Obama has made important progress in implementing immigration policies that reward hard work and demand porsonal
responsibility, Today, the Sauthwest border is more seeure than at any time in the past 20 years, Unlawful crossings are at a 4o-year low, and the Border
Patrol is btter stalfod than at any e in it history. We are continuing o work to held employers accountatit for whorm they hire. The Departmest of

Homeland Sccurity s prioritizing the deportation of criminals who endangsr our ities over the deportation of imewi who do not post @
tweat, such as children who came here through no Tault of their own and ave pursuing an education. President Obama’s admisistration has streamiined
the process of legal immigration for immediate relatives of U, citizens, supporting family reunification as a priority, and has enhanced opportunities for
English-language learning and immigrant infegration. When states sought to interfere with federal immigration law by passing local measures tavgeting
immigrants, this administration challenged them in court.

President Obama and the Democrats fought for the DREAM Act, legistation ensuring that young people who want to coutribute fuilly to our saciety and

http:/Avww . presidency ucsb.eduws/index. php7pid= 101962 8/20
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serves our countey ave ale to become legal residents and ultimately citizens. Although this hill bas a long history of hiparsSRk sep N0 Aathicans
decided to play politics with it rather Uhan do the right thing. So the Dbama adwninistration provided temporary refief for youth who came to the United
States as children, through no fault of their own, grew up as Americans and are poised to make a real contritution to our country.

These are ot permanent fixes. Only Congress can proside a permanent, comprehensive solution. But thesc ave steps n the right direction. President
Obama and the ic Party stand for ion reform that intelligently prioritizes our country's security and economic needs,
while itk Romney and the Republicans have opposed commeonsense reforms and pandered o the far right.

“We congratulate President Barack Obama for giving hope to millions of aspiring citizens when he annownced the Deferved Action for Childhood Arrivals
program, humigrant youbk - who grow up wttending owr schools, chuerches, and places of recreation - come 1o this nation with the same desires and
ideals the forefathers had; berty, justice, and the pursuit of happiness. In order 1o create immigration poficies that reflect onr nations vatues, lawmakers
must work together to protect the rights of all and create a road map that allows immigrants to become full-fledged citizens. With our dreams, work,
and talent we con help make Americo a more just and prosperois country.” - Gaby Packeco, Listening to America hearing participont

Familics. Its tme we stop just talking about family values and start pursting policies that truly valee families. The President and Democrats have eut
taxcs for avery working American family, and expanded the Child Tax Credit and Farned fncame Tax Credit, We believe that all parents and caregivers -
rogardiess of gender - need more flexibility and support in the workplace. We support passing the Healthy Familics Act, broadening the Family and

cal Leave Act, and partnering with states to move toward paidt feave. We have invested in expanding and veforming Head Start and grants to states to
standards and improve instruction in their early learning programs, and we support expanding the Child and Dependent Cave Fax Crodit. We mast
protect our most vulnerable chitdren by supporting our foster care system, adoption programs for all caring pavents, grandpavents, and caregivers, and
protesting children from violence and neglect. We recognize that caring for family members and managing a houschold is real and valuable work.

Prosident Obama’s adiministration has offered men who want to be good fathers extra support. We have bolstered community and faith-based groups
focused on fatherhood, partnered with businesses ta offer opportunities for fathers to spend time with their Kids at the bowling alley or balipark, and
worked to help deployed dads connect with their children. We all have a stake in forging stromger bonds between fathers and their children.

We support parents and their children as they work ta lead healthicr lives. With prevention and treatment initiatives on obesity and public health,
Democrats are leading the way on supporting healthier, more physically active familics and healthy children.

Supporting Troops, Military Families, and Veterans, President Obama and the Democratic Party are committed to keeping the sacred trust we
have with our troops, military familics, and veterans. These hrave men and women and their families have borne the hurden of war and have always made
our military the best in the world. We will not only continue to support them in the field, but we will also continue to priorilize snpport for wounded
warriors, mental health, and the well-being of our military famities and veterans. We will keep working to give our veterans the health care, benefits,
education, and job opportunitics that they have earned. That's why the President and the Demoeratic Party supported the Post-g/1: G.L Bill to provide
opportunitics for military personnel, veterans, and their fainlies to get a better education. That's why the President is working to ensure returning
seterans arc able to get good jobs and put their skills to good use at home. That's why the President has Isunched partnerships with the private sectnr to
help veterans wavsfer their experience into skilled manufactwing jobs, and why the President has proposed a new Veterans Jobs Corps to put veterans to
work as fivst responders. That's why the President signed an executive arder making it harder for for-profit colleges to prey on veterans. That's why we
enacted the Relurning Hornes Tax Credit and the Wounded Warrior Tax Credit to give companies incentives to hire vets. That's why we have committed to
ending veterans' homelessness by 2015, and have launched new partnerships with the Departments of Veterans Affaivs and Housing avd Urban
Development and with veterans’ organizations fo do just that, That's why, because the traumas of war don't always end when our loved ones retura home,
this administration is continuing to work to mest the mental health needls of our veterans. That's why we will continue to partner with the nation's
Veterans Serviee Organizalions and velerans adwieacy groups 1o ensuve that every veteran of every generation receives the care and henefits they've earned.
That's why we have made it easier for veterans in rural conmunities t get the care they need. And it is why we have substantially increased funding for the
VA, and direeted it to eliminate its backlog of claims, hire additional claims processors, and deploy new systems to inprove claizs processing times.

“Under President Obarna, veterans have started o realize the promise of o square deal. PYSD s no fonger a dirty word. More veterans are getting their
Densfits. More veterans are in college. Move veterans have more options in finding good jobs. I am one of these veterans. America has finally started to

lonor its promises to veterans after decades af breaking them.”~ Senior Airman Denjenin Krause, United States Air Force, Special Operations velera,

Listening to America hearing participant

Americans with Disabilities. No one shorld face discrimination based on disability status. President Obama and the Democratic Party will continue to
Hoadt efforts fo fasiftate the access of Americams with disabilites to the iddle iass. aployment opporfunitics, and the ability to Jead full.productive, and
satisfying lives. The administration and the ic Party arc itted to assisting the approximately 50 million poople in this country living with
disabilities, assuring their full integration into sogicty,

‘This administration has committed to Jiring 100,000 Americans with disabilitics within the foderal government by 2015, and has propased new res to
create employ nities with federal contractors. We are itted to expanding aceess to employment for people with disabilitics and
removing barriers to work. The Affordable Care Act s opening access to health insurance to Americans with disabilities who were previously tcladed
because of pre-existing conditions, expanding access to Medicaid, and helping Medicaid to support home- and community-based services to keep people in
their communities. Further, the President issued an executive order repealing the restrictions on embryonic stem coll research and signed into law the
Christopher and Dana Reeves Paralysis Act, the first picce of comprehensive legistation aimed at improving the lives of Americans living with paralysis.
Democrats are committed to ensuring that Americans with disabilities can exercise their right to vote and have access to the polls. We wilt continue to
appose all efforts to weaken the landmark Americans with Disabilities Act, and we will vigorously enforee aws that prevent diserimination. And the
President and the Demoeratic Party willfiercely oppose the harsh euts in Medieaid that would inevitably lead ta no or signifieantly less health care for
‘miflions of Americans with disabilities, workers with disabilitics, and families raising ebildren with autism, Down Syndrome, and other serious disabilitics.

Faith, Faith has abways been a central part of the American story, and it has been a driving force of progress and justice throughout owr history. We
know Lhat our nation, our commnities, and our fives are made vastly stronger and richer by faith and the countless acts of justiee and merey it inspives.
Faith-hased orgavizations will always be eritical allics in meeting the challenges that face our nation and owr sorld - from domestic and global poverty, to
climate change and human trafficking. Poople of faith and religious organizations do amazing work in comumities acrass this cauntry and the world,
andt we beliove in Kfting wp and vatuing that good work, and finding ways to support it where possible. We beliese in constitutionally soand, evidence-hased
pavinerships with faith-based and other nan-profit organizalions o serve those in need and advance our shared interests. There is no conflict between
supporting faith-based institutions and respecting aur Constitation, and 2 full commitruent to both principles s essential for the continued (lourishing of
both faith and country.

Rural ¢ and Agriculture, We are itted to creating a rural eeanomy Liuilt to Tast - one Focused on reclaiming the seaurity of the
rurat middle class by growing the food, fiber, and fuel that the rest of the world buys and restoring the basic values of hard work and fair play that made
our country great, By investing in job creation, clean energy, agrivalture, and education., Democrats have built a stronger rural economy where future
penerations can enjoy the rural way of life.

President Obama and Democrats in Congress have worked to extend eredit to 2 record nurmber of small business owners, boosting economic growth in
rural America. We support a clean energy econony that is eveating jobs and helping lower energy costs inrural America. U.3. biofuel produetion is at its
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highest level in history. We have made historic investments in renewahle fuels and expanded markets for them. SFC 000935
We support strengthening rural water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure to make rural businesses more competitive. We have expanded broadband
access Lo nearly seven million rural Americans, including ruval businesses. creating new jobs. We have invested in water and wastewater commanity
nfrastructure projects, safeguarding the health of 18 miltion rural residents and creating even more jobs. Democrats wil strengthen the Ameriean faxm
safety net by renewing crop disaster relief, maintaining strong crop insurance programs, and ereating a permanent disaster relief program. We will
improve aceess to education and health cate, especially for rural veterans, and conserve millions of acres of public lands while supporting rural vecreation
and Lourism.

Owe vision for rural America stands in stark contrast to our opponents’. Republicans in Congress have introduced a budget that would gut rural economic
programs that invest in education, clean energy, infrastructure, and health care, widermining job growth and economic development in vurat America.
“They would sevevely soaken the farm safety net for family farmers in times of natural disaster and economsic hardship,

Agriculture. An agricultural economy built to fast is integral to the affordability of our food, the indepedence of our energy supply, and the secnrity of
America's middle dass. Demoerats support agricultare from the smalt farms that feed the community t the Javge farms that feed the world. Under
President Obama, American farmers are seeing record farm income, record agricultural exports, and milliens of acres enrolied in conservation
programs, President Obama has expanded markets for American goods that help support more than 2 million agriculture jobs bere at home, Andtin the
past fesy years, agriculture hs been one of the fastest-growing parts of our econowy, creating one out of every 12 American jobs.

Democrats appreciate agriculturds rofe in seouring America's food seourity and making owr country an ambassador of food aid to cowntries across the
sworld, That's why Democrats support a strong farm safety net, with increased availahility of crop insurance aad emergency disaster assistance Lo help
farmers and ranchers keep their favms in business after natural disasters and crop foss. Democrats are also planning far a strong agricultural future,
and President Obama has proposed increasing funding for research and devel to improve agricultural productivity and continne to pursne globat

food security.

‘Tribal Sovereignty. American Indian and Alaska Native tribes are sovereign self-governing communities, with a unique government-to-government
velationship with the United States. President Obama and Democrals in Congress, working with tribes, have taken unprecedented steps to resolve long-
standing conflicts, finally coming to a resolution on litigation - some datiug back nearly 100 vears - related to management of Indian trast resources.,
administration of loan programs, and water rights,

The President worked with Democrats to pass the HEARTH Act o promote greater tribal self-determination and ereate jobs in Indian Country. The

ffordable Care Act by ized the Indian Health Care Improvement Act to improve eare for Native Amerieans. Democrats enacted the
“Trihal Law and Order Ack, support expansion of the Violence Against Women Act to include greater protection far women on tribal lands, and oppose
versions of the Violence Against Women Act that do not inchde these eritical provisions. We will continue to hanor our treaty and trust obligations and
vespect ealtural vights, inelading greater support for American Indian and Alaska Native languages. Democrats support masimizing teibal self-
governance, including efforts for sclf-deternination and sovereignty of Native Hawailans.

Puerto Rico. As President Obama said when he became the first President Lo visit Puerto Rico and addvess its people in 50 years, Borkuas overs

Relp write the American stnry. Puerto Ricans have been proud American citizens for almast 100 years. During that time, the people of Pucrto Rico have

developed strong political, economic, social, and culttwal ties to the United States. The political status of Puerto Rico remains au issue of overwhelniing

importance, but lack of resolution abont status has held the island back. It is time for Puerto Rico to take the next step in the history of its status and its
to the rest of the United States

The White House Task Farce Report on Puerto Rico has taken important and historic steps regarding status. We commit to moving resohution of the
status issue Forward with the goal of resolving it expeditiously, i local efforts in Puerto Rico Lo resolve the status issue do not provide a elear result in the
short torm, the President should suppart, and Congress should enact, self-executing legislation that specifies in advance for the peaple of Puerto Rico a set
of clear status options, such as those recommended in the White House Task Force Report on Puerto Rien, which the United States is politically
committed to fulfilling.

The econemic success of Puerto Rico is intimately Hnked to a swift resolution of the status question, as well as consistent, farused efforts on improving the
tives of the people of Puerto Rico. We have made great progress for Puerto Rica over the past four years, including a sharp, historic increase in Medicaid
funding for the people of Puerto Rico and fair and equitable inclusion in the Recovery Act and the Affordable Cave Act. Going forward, we will contiuue
working toward fair and equitable participation for Puerto Rico in federal programs. We support increased efforts by the federal government to improve
public safety in Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Ilands, with a particular cmphasis on efforts to combat drug trafficking and evime throughout
our Caribbean border. In addition, consistant with the task force report, we will contimmue to work on improving Puerto Rico's economnic status by
promating job creation, education, health care, dlean energy, and economic development on the Tland.

Guam, American Samon, U.S, Virgin Islnnds and the Commenwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. We also recognize and honor the
contributions and the sacrifices made in servics of our country by the Awmericans living in the territories of Guam, American Samoa, the U8, Virgin
Islands, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Istands. We support ful sclf-government and self-determination for the people of the tersitories.
and their right to decide their future status. We will work as partners to the people of Guam on military matters, and take scriously the wmique heaith care
challenges that Pacific Istand commanities face. For all those who livewnder our (lag, we support sirong economic development and will work towards
fair and equitable treatment wander federal programs.

Arts and Culture, Democrats ave roud of our support for arts funding and education. We are committed o continuing the policies and programs that
have already donc 50 much for owr creative arts indnstry and ceonomy. in the arts our itics and contributes to aur
nation's rich cultural heritage, We will continue to support public funding For the National Endowent for the Arts, for the National Endowment for the
Humanities, and for programs providing art and music education in primary and seenndary schools. The entire nation prospers when we protect and
promote the unigue and original artistic and eultural contributions of the women and ren who create and preserve ow nation's heritage.

r Rights and loms

Civil Rights. We believe in an America where everybody gets a fair shot and everybady plays Ly the same set of rules. At the core of the Democratic Par
is the principle that 1o one should face discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, language, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gonder
identity, or disability status. Democrats support our eivil rights statutes and we have stepped up enforcement of Jaws that prohibit discrimination in the
lace and other settings. We are committed o protecting all communities from vivlence. We are committed to ending racial, ethnic, and religious
profiling and requiring federal, state, and local enforcement agencics to take steps to eliminate the practice, and e continue to support enforcenent of
Title VL

We are committed to equal opportunity for all Aericans and to making sure that every American is treated equally ander the law. We are committed to
ensnring full equality for women: we reaffirm nur support for the Equal Rights Amendment, recommit to enforeing Title TX, support the Paycheck
Faivuess Act, and will urge ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of Alt Forms of Discrimination Against Women,

We know that putting America back to work is Job One, and we are committed to ensuriug that Americans do not face employment discrimination, We
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support the Employment Non-Diserimination Act betause people should not be fired based on ther sexual orientation or gieii Q936

President Obama and the Demoeratic Party ave committed to ensuring all Americans are treated faitly. This administration hosted the first-ever White
House Conference on Bullying Prevention and we must continue o work to prevent vicious bullying of young people and support LGET youth, The
President’s record, from ending “Dont Ask, Don't Tell" in full cooperation with owr military leadership, to passing the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd
Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act, to ensuring same-sex couples can visit each ather in the bospital, reflects Democrats’ bedief that all Americans deserve the
same chance to pursue happiness, carn a living, be safe jn their commuities, serve their country, and take eare of the ones they love. The Administration
has said that the word family in immigration includes LGBY relationships in ovder to protect bi-national families with deportation.

“Because of Dont Ask, Dont Tell, each time Iwent off 1o war, no one wes at the armory lo say goodbye. No one was waiting al the airport when I
returned. My partner, George DiSatvo, and I started o fumily five years ago by adopting two worderfal boys. But I kept their existonee secret, because
thats what the law required. Not auymare, however, Thanks to the unyielding efforts of President Obana, 1 ean serve my country openly and proudly
with my family by my side.”~ Dr. Vito Imbasciani, Colonel, California National Guard, Medical Service Corps

Wonen. President Obama - the son of 2 siugle mother and the father of two daughters - understands that women aren't a special interest group, They
aremore than half of this country, and issues that affect women also affect families. That is why the first hill he signed into law was the Lilly Ledhetter
Fair Pay Act, which helps women fight back when they are paid less than men, and why we continue to fight to overcome Republican opposition and pass
the Paycheck Fairness Act o help stop gender diserimination in pay before it slarts. And that is why the Justice Departarent and Bguat Employment
Opportuity Comission, led by President Obama’s appointees, have investigated and p numerous siolations of the nation's eivil rights lass, and
obtained more than $ 140 million in relief for victims of gender discrimination. We Democrats will continue to support efforts ta ensure that workers can

combat gender discrimination in the workplace and to protect women against pregnancy discrimination. And that's why we support passing the Healthy
Families Act, broadening the Family and Medical Leave Act, and partnering with stales to move toward paid leave.

We understand that cconomic issues ave women's issues, and the challenges of supporting and vaising a family are often primarily a woman's
responsibility. That's why putting Amnericans back to work is Job One. That's why the Affordable Care Act especially hlps women by guaranteeing they and
their familics want becorne wninstred when they fosc their jobs. That's why this administration streagthened Medicare and Medicaid for millions of
somen and familics. And that's why the Affordable Care Act is ending health insurance dﬁrnmmanon against women, and provides women vith free

aceess to preventive care, inchuding prenatal screenings, mammograms, cervical eancer sereening, breast-feeding supports, and

We mderstand that women's rights ave civil rights. That's why we reaffirm our support for the ERA, recommit to enforcing Titke IX. and will urge
ratification of the Convention on the Efimination of Ali Forms of Discrimination Against Women. That's why we are committed to ending violence against
women, why Vice President Joe Biden originally wrote and championed the Violence Against Women Act during his time in the Senate, and why we support
veauthorizing and stvengthening it now.

‘The President and the Democratic Party believe that women bave a right to control theie reproductive choices. Democrats support aceess to affardable
family planning services, and Presidont Ohama and Democrats will continue to stand up to Republican efforts to defund Plamned Parenthood bealth
centers. The Affordable Cave Act ensives that women have access 1o contraception in their health inswrance plans, and the President bas respected the
principle of religions liberty. Democrats support evidence-based and age-appropriate sex education.

I know firsthand the injustice of gender discrimination in pay: for years Iwas paid less than my male colleagues, and it took i anonymous note from @
colleague to tip me off to the fact that 1 wwas being denied equnl pay for equal work. I also knoww firsthand that President Obama takes these issues
seriously: the first bill that ke signed into laws was focused on making sure that other women don face the sarme injistice. While the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act won t change my story, T couldn t be prouder of the legislation that bears my nwne, and 1 know who is standing up for women and families.” -
Lilty Ledbetter

Protecting A Woman's Right to Choose. The Demacratic Party strongly and wnequivocally supports Roe v, Wade and a woman's right ta make
decisions regarding her pregnancy, including a safe and Jegal abortion, regardiess of ability to pay, We appose auy and alf efforts to weaken or sndermine
that right. Abortion is an intensely personal decision between o woman, her family, her doctor, and her elergy; there is no place for politicians or
govermnent to get in the way. We also recoguize that health care and edueation help reduce the number of unintended pregnancies and thereby also reduce
the noed for abortions. We strongly and unequivocally support a woman's decision to have a child by providing affordable health care and ensuring the
availahility of and access to programs that help women during pregnancy and aftor the birth of a child, including caring adoption programs.

Voting Rights. We believe the right to vote and to have your vote counted is an essential Ametican freedom, and we appose laws that place nnnecessary
vestrictions on those secking to exercise that freedom. Demoerats have a proud history of standing up for the right to vote. During the Obama
administration, the Justice Department has initiated careful, thoraugh, and independent reviews of proposed voting changes, and it has prevented states
from implementing voter identification faws that would be harmful 20 minority voters, Democrats know that voter identification laws can
disproportionately burden young voters, people of cotor, low-income families, people with disabilities, and the elderly, and we refuse to allow the use of
political pretexts to disenfranchise American citizens.

District of Columbia. Every citizen of the United States is eatitled to equal citizenship rights, ineluding the 638,000 residents of the nation's eapital who
pay federal taxes without representation. The American citizens who five in Washingten, D.C., like the citizens of the 50 states, should have full and equal
congressional vights and the right to have the laws and budget of their local government respected withouk congressional interference.

Freedom to Marry. We support the right of all families Lo have equal respect, responsibilities, and protections mader the lav. We support marriage
equality and support the movement to securé equal treatment under Jaw for same-sex couples. We also support the froedom of churches and religious
entities to decide how to administer marriage as a religious sacrament without government interference.

We oppose discriminatory federal and state constitutional mmendments and other attempts to deny equal protection of the laws to committed same-sex
couples wha seek the same respect and responsibilities as ather married couples. We suppart the full vepeal of the so-called Defense of Marriage Act and
the passage of the Respect for Marviage Act.

Firearms. We recognize that the individuat right to hear atms is an important part of the American tradition, and we will preserve Americans' Seeond
Awendment right to own and use firearms. We believe that the vight to own firearmos i subject to reasonable regulation, We mnderstand the terrible
consequences of gun vislence: it serves as a reminder that life is fragile, and our time here is timited and precions. We believe in an honest, open national
conversation about fircarms. Wo can focus on effectivt enforcement of existing lavs, cspecialy strengthening our background eheck system, and we can
work together to enact eents - like reinstating the assauit weapons ban and closing the gun show loophole - so that guns do vot fall
into the hands of those irresponsible, lmv breaking fosw.

Ensuring Safety and Quality of Life

Cities und Metro Arcas, Cities and metro areas ave 2 vital part of the Ameriean community and are incubators of innovation and job ereation. €3
and metro areas represent aver 8o percent of this country’s gross domestic product and 80 percent of this country’s population. We are committed to
supporting and revitalizing these cammunities around the county:
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“When President Obama first took office, four in fivecities had alrcady cut services at a time when American people neded Blerem BB QAR 4 states
faced the prospect of budset deficits in the nest fisval year. We took swift and aggressive action in the first mouths of this administration to pull citics
back from the brink, preventiug, our local coinmunities from sinking into deeper hales and heing farced tofay offtews of thousands of pokice officrs,
firefighters, emergency medical techuicians, and teachers. This the Neighborhood ization Initiative to combat
poverty in Awnerican cities and the Sustainable Commumilies Iitiative, supports the proposed Growth Zene Initiatives, and has invested in green jobs
training programs, community development, public and affordable housing, and homelessness prevention to eut red tape and help revitalize American
cities. The administration knows one size does not fit all, which is why it has listened to city leaders about what they need most and is fostering ground-up,
instead of top-down, solutians by assigning federal workers to work side-by-side with loval leaders in struggling citics.

President Obama and Democrats in Congress have enacted infrastructure investments that will sustain our Highway Trust Fand and provide states, US.
ories, and communities with tsvo years of funding to build needed roads, bridges, and transit systems. We will continue to partner with foeat
ities to support their sustai such as passenger rail, bicyele and pedestrian paths, and other projects to support livable eities.

“Americas metre areas - cities aud sulwrbs working in partnership - are home to 86 percent of the ration s jobs. n this economic envirormrent, ow

nations mayors call for a venewed investment in our metro economies. President Obarma and the Democratic Party have already worked hard toward

this promise, inchuding the over $100 billion of infrastructure investment as part of the Recovery ct, because investment in infrastructure, education,

workforce trauing, and public safety will support job creation, foster imovntion, and pravide companies with a glabally compet

generations who came before us built our greot nation by ivesting in the future. We must do the same.” - Mayor Kevin Johnson, nqmm(, to America
hearing participant

Poverly. Too many Americans live without hope for a better futare or ascess to good, family-supporting jobs. Filteen percent of our fellow citizens |
poverty, and one in (ive families struggles with food insceurity. Many of these families work but are unable to pay the bills. ‘he economic crisis has hit low-
income American families particularly hard, but merely restoring our country to where it was before the economic crisis is not enough, We must make
endling poverty a national priority.

‘When e President took office, we were losing hundreds of thousands of jebs a month. President Obama and Democrats took immediate action to get the
economy moving again. By expanding the Earned fncome Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit, and supporting uremployment insurance benefits and faod
stamps, the Recovery Act kept seven million peopic eut of poverty and reduced poverty fo re in 2010. The Obama administration invested in
Promise Neighborhoods in commanities across the country - a comprehensive approach to fighting paverty from early learning to college and career, The
administration provided grants to financial institulions in urban and rural ities Tor the purpose of increasing lending for low-income Americans.

But thewe s still more work to do. Democrats beliove that we must raise the minimum wage and index it to inflation. We will continue to fight for equal
payfor equal work, a strong labor movement, and aceass to a workl-chass education far every chitd, We will help lift poaple with disabilitios out of paverty.
We wndorstand that poverty disproportionately affects of color and we are committed to working with those most affected by poverty, We
it continue the improvements in refundable tax eredits for fow-income families to encourage work and education while lifting fam
enhanee access and equily in employment, education, and business opportunities, we encourage initiatives to remove barriers to equal opportunity
exist in America. We will expand the Promise Neighborhoods Program to prepare mare students for college.

Weface an opposition that has proven its priorities ave clsewbere, Mitt Romney would raise taxes on low- and middle-income Amerieans to fund his tax
breaks weighted toward the wealthiest. We reject the Republican budget plan that would force us to destray the safely vet in order to help the wealthiest
avoid doing their fair share.

Public Safety, Justice, and Crime Prevention. In the fast four years, rates of sevious crimes, like marder, rape, and robbery, have reached 30-year
fows, but there is more wark o do. President Obama and Democrats are fighting for nes funding that will belp keep caps on the sireet and support our
police, firefighters, and emergency medical technici icans and Mitt Remney have opposed and even ridiculed these propasals, but we believe swe
should support our first respanders. We support cfforts to ansuce our courageous police officers and first responders are equipped with the best

hnologs. equipment, and innovali gies to prevent and fight crimes.

We will end the dangerous cycle of siolence, especially youth vielence, by contiruing ko invest in proven conymunity-based law enforcement programs such
as the Community Oriented Policing Services program. We will reduee recidivism in our neighborhoods. We created the Federal nteragency Reentry
Council in 2012, but there's more o be done. We support Iocal prison-to-wark programs and other initiatives to reduce recidivism, making citizens safer
and saving the taxpayers money. We understand the disproportionate effects of crime, violente, and incarceration on communities of color and are

to working with th itics to find solstions.

We will coninme to fight iequalities in our eriminal justice system. We believe that the death penalty must not be arbitrary. DNA testing should be used in
ail appropriate circumstances, defendants should have effective assistance of counsl, and the aduinistraion of justice showld be fair and inpartial, That's
why we enacted the Fair Sentencing Act, veduicing racial disparities in sentencing for drug crimes. That's why President Obama appointed two
distinguished jurists to the Supreme Court; dustices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor. Moving farward, we will continme to nominate and confirn: judges
swho are men and women of unquestionable talent and character and will always demonstrate their aithfulness to our law and ow Constitution and bring
with them a sense of how American society works and how the American people ive.

wust help state, local, territorial, and tribad law enforcoment work together to combat and prevent drag crime and drug and aleohol abuse, wwhich ave
blights on owr commwaities. We have inereased fanding for the Byrne fustice Assistance Graat Program over the last fow years, and we will contime to
expand the use of drag cowrts. We support the rights of sickims to be respected, heard, and compensated.

We are committed to ending vioknee against women, We support reauthorizing the bipartisan Violence Agaiust Women Act and opposc the propasals by
in the House of Repr ives that would undermine this taw and deprive fass enforcement of the tools it neods to combat violence against

women.

Serviee, ism, and Social jon. President Obama has called on all Americans to participate i owr nation's renewal by serving fn our
comnumities. The Democratic Party believes, as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. did, that everybody can be great because everybody can serve. The challenges
America faces are unprecedented and the new foundation for economic growtls we need in America wil not be built by Washington alone - it's going to take
all of us, working together. To this end, Demograts cnacted the Fedward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, increasing the size of AmeriCorps and creating
rore opportusities for Americans of alt ages o serve their communilties. President Obama and the Democrats in Congress have also sought to mercase
the budget for the Peace Corps, and today VISTA is larger, stronger, and more vital than it has ever heen.

We belive sobitions to America's chalinges ave being developed every day at the grassroots Jevel, and government should be supporting those efforts.
We've created a Social Innovation Fund that is leveraging millions in private sector dollars to invest in programs with 2 proven track record of success.
Our nation is experiencing some of the greatest challenges in a generation, but it is also a time of great opportunity if we come together 25  commurty.

Democrats ar itted to protecting our natural resources while creating jobs, preserving habitats, and ensuring that future
generations can enjoy owr nation's outdoor heritage. From investing in clean energy t protecting owr air, Jand, and water, Democrats have made
protecting the environment a top priority. Today we are responsibly developing our natural resources o create clean energy jobs here at home while
encauraging coservation, reducing energy waste, and protecting the environment.
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President Obama has taken the most significant strides in decades to cut pollation and advance public health - protecting ol <R A Affbrmunitics
from harmfut poliution by restoring and advancing safoguards for ciean air and water and by working to reducs carbon pofiution. Pollutants ke nitrogen
axides, sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, and mereury are a threat to human health, and Democrats will continue to stand up to polluters in the interest
of environmental and public health.

We know that globat climate change is one of the biggest threats of this generation - an economic, ervirormental, and national seeuwity catastrophe in the
making. We affirm the science of climate change, commit to significantly reduring the pollution that causes climate change, and know we have to meet
this challenge by driving smart policies that lead to greater growth in clean energy generation and result in a range of economic and social benefits

President Obama has been a eader on this issue. We have developed historie fuel efficiency standards that will limit greenhouse gas emissions from our
vehicles for the first time in history, made unprecedented investments in cloan energy, and proposed the first-ever carban pollution imits for new fossil-
fuel-fired power plants. As we move towards lower carbon emissions, we will continue Lo support smart, energy efficient manufacturing. Democrats
pledge to continue shawing international leadership on climate change, working toward an agreement to set emission limits in unison with other emerging
powers. Democrats will continue pursuing efforts to cambat climate change at home as well, because reducing owr emissions domesticatly - through
rogulation and market solutions - is necessary to continue being an internationai feader on this issue. We underskand that global cimate change may
disproportionately affect the poor, andh we ave committed to environmental justice,

We are restoring treasured landseapes like the Greal Lakes, the Florida Everglades, and loval wilderness areas. We are working with Gulf Coast states to
vastore the Guf and hold BF and ofher rosponsible partics will continue to wark with focal communities to conserse aur publicly-
ovned fands andt dramatically expand investments in conserving and restoring forests, grasstands, and wetlands across America for generations o come.
We will ensure that our National Parks ave protected while expanding opportunities for Americans to visit and experionce these national treasures.
Democrats will continue working to enstre the integrity of the waters Amevicans rely on every day for drinking, swimming, and fishing, by supporting
initiatives that restore our sivers, aceans, coasts, and watershesls. We will preserve landscapes and ecosystems and pon nsore lands and waters for
hunling, fishing, and recreation, This will bolster focal economies and is good for communities today and for generations to come.

Our opponents have maved so far to the right as to doubt the seience of climatce change, advocate the sefling of our federal Jands. and threaten to voll back
environmental protections that safeguard public bealth. Their leaders deny the benefits of the Clean Alr and Clean Water Acts - benefits like job creation,
health, and the prevention of tens of thousands of premature deaths each year. Th
cleaning up our air, and promoting & healthy environment,

¢ ignare the jobs that are created by promoting outdoor recreation,

Stronger in the World, Safer and More Secure At Home

When President Ohama took office in January 2009, our armed forces were engaged in two wavs. Al-Qaeda, which had attacked ws on /11, remained
entrenched in its safe havens. Many of ow alliances were strained, and our standing in the world bad diminished. Around the world and here at home,
there were those who questioned whether the United States was headed toward inevitable decline.

Under the leadership of President Obama and the Democratic Party, the tide of pow receding, and America is ooking ahead to a new future. We
have responsibly ended the war in Irag. We have struck major blows against al-Qaeda, bringing (sama bin Laden and other senior al-Qaeda leaders to
justice, and putting the terrorist organization on the path to defeat, And we have reversed the momentum of the Taliban and established the conditions to
draw down our forces in Afghanistan.

These actions have enabled a broader steategic rebalancing of American forsign policy. After more than a devade at war, we can focus on nation-buikding
here at home and concentrate our resources and attention abroad on the areas that are the greatest priority moving forward. This means directing more
encrgy toward erucial probiems, including longstanding theeats like suclsar profiferation and emerging dngers such as eyber attacks, hiological weapons,
climate change. and transnational crime. And i means a long-overdus focus on the world's most dynamic regions and rising centers of infiuence.

As we rehaliance o foreign poticy, we have rebuilt our relationships avound the world, From Europe and Asia to the Middle East, Africa, and the
Americas, we bave strengthened the alliances and parterships that are sa central to global socirity, and we have taken steps to reinvigorate international
institations. All the while, we have buik the foundation for sustained American icadership by growing our economy, preserving our unrivaled military
strength, and advancing sur vatues.

President Obama and the Democratic Party know that there is no greater responsibility than protecting Lhe American people. We also understand the
sudispensable role that the United States must continam to play in promating international peace and prospevity. And because of the steps we have taken,
the United States is leading once again, and America is safer, stronger, and move secure than it was four years ago.

Responsibly Ending the War in Iraq

Charting a responsible path out of the war in frag bas beena crucial element of President Obanxa’s foreign policy and has enabled important shifts in our
broader sirategy.

Then-Senator Obama pledged during the 2008 campaign o responsitly end the war in fraq. saying it was imperative to “be as carcful getling nut as we
swere careless getting in” - and that is precisely what he fas done. For over half a decade, our focus on Trnq mxeant wo had taken our eye off of al-Gacda,
and it had cost vs thousands of fives, a tritlion doflars, and severely strained our key alfiances. When Presideat Obama took office, there were over
140,000 American troops in harm's way in Iraq. Today, all of those forces are out of Irag, and there are na American bases there cither. The Iraqi people,
in comtinued partnership with the United States, nos have the apportnity to buid & better future,

After taking office, President Obama removed our combat bngades andl endod our combat mission o & 10-month timctable. And after an interim pariod
in which v continued to advise Trais and conduct com s ¢ completedt the drawdawn of all U.S, troops Iast December. This
docision was reachod after extensive discussions and with the agresment of the Iraqi government, nd it was determined to b in the hes interest of
both nations. Many Republicans, including Mitt Romuey, would base preferred to leave tens of thousands of .. troops i Iraq in an open-ended
commitment, against the will of the Iraqi government and people.

Moving forward, Bresideat Obama and the Demacratic Party are committed to huilding a robust, long-tcem strategic partuership with a sovereign,
anited, and democratic fraq in al fields - diplomatic, ccanemic, and security - based on mutual interests and mutaal respect.

“As Commander-in-Chicf, President Obama has proven willing to use military force when necessary, though he also knows how tuportant it is for foree
to be used as a last resort. He is astrong and responsible leader who has kept his promises 1o end our wars overseas while maintaining Americas
commibnent fo those of us who served. The President signed tax credits nfo law for businesses that hire veterans and wounded warriors. He supported
the Post-0/11 GI Bill, which helps 800,000 veterans and their families pursue their education. I would like 1o thank the President for supporting our
mititary and owr veterans every day.” - Lientenant Junior Grade Leo Cyuz, United States Navy, Irag War veteran

Disrupting, Di: ting, and I ing Al-Qaeda

President Obassta and the Democratic Party understoad that the war in frag distracted us from confranting many of the most fundamental national
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iy challenges Facing the United States, including the danger posed by international tevrovist organizations that threateufe ABARSRSmetana, as
the Bush admiimstration shilted its focus ta Irag, Osama bin Laden and al-Qacda established safe havens across the border from Afghanistan, in Pakistan.

President Obama's decision to emd the Traq was freed up military and intelligance r
effective approach to counterterrorism.

esowrces to refocus om this fight and enabled us to shift to a much more

‘nportandly, President Obama also shifted away from the Bush administration's swecping and i fonalfy-civisive rhetoric of a “global war on
terrorism’ to a more focused effort against an identiliable network of people: al-Oneda and its affiliates. That has allowod ws to target farce with greatec
precision against those who want to harm Americans and attack the United Slates and move away from the type of lavge-scale military deployments
bavacteristic of the previous administration and favored by maoy Republicans today.

As a candidate, then-Senator Obama committed to bringing Osama bin Laden to justice, even U that meant cvassing the bordler into Pakistan. As &
cansequence of the President’s decisions and the hrave work of our wilitary and intelligence professionals, bin Laden can no longer threaten the United
States and al-Qaeda’s senior leadership has been devastated, rendering the group far less capable than it was four years ago. The ak-Qaeda core in

Afghanistan and Pakistan has never been weaker. We have also struck blows against al-Gacda’s leadership i Yemen and Somalia - with the full support
and elose cooperation of those govermments. At the same time, the President and the Derocratic Party undesstaml that we must stay sigilant. The al-
Qaeda core may be on the path to defeat, but the organization and its affifiates remain active in Afghanistan, Pakista, Yomen, Somalia, and dsewhere.
For that reason, we are committed to an unrelenting pursuit of those who would kilt Americans or threaten our homeland, aur allies, our partners, and
owr interests around the world,

Responsibly Ending the War in Afghanistan

The Uuited States wept into Afgbanistan after 0/21 to briug justice to those who had attacked us and to take away al-Qaeda's safe haven, But by the time

President Obama took office, we had lost sight of those gaals, Sa the President refosused our cfforts there in 2009, setting the clear goat of defeating at-
Qacda and denying it an ability to reestablish a safe haven in fstan. Berause of the deteriorating security sitwatiou, he sent additional resources to

reverse the Taliban's momentum and to give the Afghans the time and space to build he capacity of their security forees. We have accomplished that, and
now we have begun the pracess of bringing our troops home from Afghanistan, including removing 33.000 by September 2012, And, with the support of

our alfies, the President has outiined a plan to end the war in Afghanistan in 20t4.

Already. the United States and our North Atlantie Treaty Organization allies have begun to transition responsibility to Afghan security fored

. At the same
f a political resalition to parts of the conflict, and continwing our capacit
buildio efforts. Beyond 2014, we will contimie o provide countertervorism and Wraining assistance and to build an eadwring relationship with Afghavistan,
25 outlined by the U.5.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement coneluded in May. But we will not build permanent bases in Afghanistan. More

broadly, we will also continue to support peace and stability in South Asia. Pakistan can be a partner in that process, The United States will make clear
that we respect Pakistan’s sovereignty and demoeratic institutions, and that our interest is fn putting an end to al-Qaeda’s safe havens and respecting
Afghan sovereignty.

tiane, we are keeping up the pressure on the Taliban, pursuing the possibility

Mitt Romney has been hoth for and against owr timeline to end the war in Afghanistan, but he has Faited to outline any policy ides for how he swonld bring
our troops home and, at times, has suggested ho would leave thern there indedinitely

Preventing the Spread and Use of Nuclear Weapons

Tn our continuing efforts Lo keep America safe, President Obama and the Democratie Party beliove we must address the threat that nuclear weapons pose
to our seeurity and to peace in the world. Despite the two decades that have passed since the end of the Cold War, large stockpiles of nuclear weapons
persist, and more nations are intercsted in acquiring thenn. Nuclear testing and black-market trade in sensitive nuclear materials conlinue. And terrarists
remain determined to buy, build, or steat the ultimate weapon.

President Obama and the Bemocratic Party ave committed o preventing the further spread of nudear weapons and to eventuall

idding the planet of
these catastrophic weapons. This goal will not be achieval overnight. Tt will require patience, perseverance, and the steady accumulation of concrete
actions. But real progress has already been made,

Nuclear Weap The Gbama administration has moved away from Cold War thinking by reducing the prominence of nuclear
weapous in Ameriea’s national seeurity strategy, and it has wrged others to do the same. As loug as these weapons exist, the United States will maintain a
safe, seoure, and effective arsenal to deter any adversaty and guaranice the defense af our allies. But President Obama has taken important steps Lo
decrease America’s nuclear avsenal and is committed 1o further responsible reductions.

To reduce our warheads and stockpile, lower the threat of a nuclear axchange, and tay the foundation for future progress, President Obama negotiated
and signed the landmark New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty witls Russia, producing cuts in each side's deployed maclear stockpiles and launchers and
allowing us ta monitor and verify Russia's arsenl. Yet despite lipartisan consensus among former National Security Advisors, Secretarits of Defensc, and
Sccretaries of State that New START makes America safer, Mitt Romney strongly objected to the treaty. Moving forward, the President will work with
Russia to achieve additional reductions in stockpiles and nuclear delivery vehicles, including tactical and non-deployed nuclear weapons. We will also work
to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and seek a new Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty that prohibits the production of fissile materials intended for
use in nuelear weapons.

on-Proliferation
ons to additional countries. As we work to uphotd our abligations

¢ reduciog stockpiles and revogaizing the rights of al rube-abiding statcs to peacefid nuclear encrgy, we will insist that cowntries withoat
nuclear weapons comply with their obligations not to develop them, and we will ensure that violators face real consequences.

Preventing Nuclear Proliferation. President Obama and the Democratic Party ave also commitied to strengthening the Nuclear N
Treaty as the bedrock of internationat efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear v
under the treaty

Tran. President Obama, working elosely with our international partuers and Congress, has put in place unprecedented sanctions against Iran, fran has yet
to build a nuclear weapon, but has continually failed to mest its obligations under the XP'T and several
cannot demonstrate with any credibility that its program is peaceful.

“ouncit resolutions, and i

The President is committed to using al instruments of ational power to prevent Iran from acquiring nuckear weapons. When Pr
office, Iran was ascendant in the region, and the internationa} comnumity was divided over how to address Tran's nuclear vialations. The President's early
offer of engagement with fran - quickly rebuffed by the regine - allowed the United States to expose Iranian intransigence and rally the international
community as never before, Working with o European alties and with Russia and China, the administration gained unprecedeuted agresment for the
taughest ever 1N sanctions against Iran, laying the foundation for additional national financial and energy sanctions imposed by the United States and
other nations. As a resulf, Iran is now increasingly isolated and the regime faces crippling cconomic pressure - pressure that will only build over time.

ident Obama took

President Obama belicves that a diplomatic onteome remans the best and most enduriog sohution. At the same time, he has also made clear that the
window for diplomacy will not remain open indefinitely and that all options - incuding military force - remain on the talie. But we have an obligation to
use the time and space that exists now to put inereasing pressure on the Franian regime to live up to its obligations aud rejoin the community of nalions,
or face the consequenes.
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North Korea. President Obama will also continue to confront North Korea, another regime that ignores its mm-muumﬁﬁg‘ﬂm%&nmng
nuclear weapons and missile technology, with a stark choices take vevifiable steps toward denuclearization or face inereasing isolation and costs from the
United States and the international community. That is why the administration worked with international partners to impose the harshest multilateral
sanctions on Novth Korea s history. And it s why the President has made clear that the transfor of nuclear weapons or material by North Korea 10 states
or mon-state entities would be considored a grave threat to the Urited States and our allies, and we would hold North Korea accountable for the
consequences of such action.

Securing Loose Nuclear Materials. The President has led a globat effort to secure all Joose nuclear materials aronnd the world, hosting a nuclear
secority summit in Washington, and making concrete progress in locking these matevials down, ‘this is an imporiant goal because the prospect that al-
Qaeda or another terrovist organization might acquire a nuclear device represents an immediate and extreme threat to glohal security. At the same time,
the United States will continue to work with international partners to break up black markets, detect and intercept nuclear materials in transit, and use
finaneial tools to disrupt this dangerous trade.

Russia. Crucial to achieving afl of these objectives has been, and will remain, expanded cooperation with Russia. The Cold War mentality represented by
Mitt Romney's identification of Russia as “our mumber one geopolitical foe” ignoves the very real cornmon interest we share with Russia in reducing
nuclear stockpiles, stopping addtional proliferation by countries such as Iran and North Korea, and preventing nuclear materials from falling into the
hands of terrorists. The President's “reset” policy toward Russia has prodused significant mnpmunn in these areas, as well as in Russian support for the
Northern Distribution Network that supplies our troops in i We support i ent, normat trade refations with Russia because it
swould be good for the U1, economy, for €13, businesses, and for U8, workers if we do. And cec\\rmg Russia's accession ta the World Trade Organization
is an important step toward encouraging Russia to follow a rules-hased system, and to protecting the vights of American workers, farmers, ranchers, and
firms. At the same time, we ave candid with the Russians when we disagree. The adminisiration will not pat aside aur differences but will raise them
diveetly with the Russian government. And we will conlinue o strongly criticize Russian actions that we oppose, such as their support for the Assad regime
in Syria.

Countering Emerging Threals

s we have taken decisive steps to address today's dangers from terrorism and to prevent futire nucleat profiferation, we have also sought to bolster
homelard security and head off emerging challenges, ranging from eyber and bistogical threats to climate change and transnational crime.

Cybersecurity. Cybersecurity threats represent one of the most serions potential national secrity, public safety, and economis challenges we face. The
tochnologies that enpovwer us to Jead and create also empower individuat crirminal hackers, organized criminal groups, terrorist networks, and other
advanced nations to disrapt Uhe critical infrastructare that is vital to our economy, commeree, public safety, and military. Defonding against cyber threats
requires networks that are secure, trustworthy, and resilient. The President and the administeation have taken unprevedented steps to defend America
from eyber attacks, including creating the first military command dedicated to cybersecurity and conducting a full review of the federal government's
efforts to protect our information and owr infrastrcture. We will conlinae to ake steps tn deter, prevent, dotect, and defond against cxber intrusious hy
investing in cutting-edge research and development, promoling eybersecurity awareness and digital Jitracy, and strengthening private sector and
international partnerships. President Obama has supported comprehensive cyberserurity legislation that would help business and government protect
against risks of cyber attacks while also safeguarding the privacy rights of our citizens. And, going forward, the President will continue to take excentive
action to strangthen and update our cyber defenses.

Tiological Weapons. Other dangers pase diveet and deadly risks to our health and well-being. The use of & lethal biological agent within a population
center would threaten the tives of hundreds of thousands of people. That's why President Obama outlined a National Strategy for Countering Biolagical
“Threats in 2009 to address the challenges from prolifcration of biological sweapons ar their nse by terrorists. We will continue to work at horne with first
responders and bealth officials o reduce the risks associated with anintentional ar deliberate outbreaks of infections disease. We will also continue our
elforts with domestic and international pariners to promote global health security and reinforee norms of safe and responsible conduct; obtain timely and
acewrate insight on curvent and emerging risks; take steps to vechice the potential for exploitation; expand our capability to prevent, atiribute, and
apprehend perpeteators of attacks; and comnyunicate with alt stakeholders. And we will build on existing public and private-seetor efforts to prevent
intentional contamination of the food supply.

Climate Change. "The national seewity threat from climate change is real, wrgent, and severe. The change wrought Iy a warming planet will lead to now
conflicts over refugees and resources; new sulfering from droughl and farines catastraphic natural disasters; aud the degradation of vital ecosystems
the glube. That is why, in addition to wndertaking measurcs to enhance energy i and fhiciency, clean energy, and renewable
sourees of power here at home, the President and the Demnocratic Party have steadity worked to build an international framework to combat climate
ange. We will seek to implement agreements and huild on the progress made during climate taiks in Copenhagen, Cancun, and Durban, working to
enstre a response to climate change policy that draws upon decisive action by all nations. Our goal is an effective, international effort in which ali major
economies commit to reduee their emissions, tations meet theit commitments in  transparent manner, and the necessary financing is mobilized so that
daveloping countries can miigate the effects of climate change and invest in dlean cnergy technologies. That is why the Obama administration has taken a
teadership role in ongoing climate negotiations, working to ensure that other major economies Jike China and India commit to taking meaningful action. Tt
is also why we have worked regionally to build elcan energy partoerships in Asia, the Amevicas, and Africa.

acr

Trauspational Crime. Transnational eriminal networks also p ignifi national seeurity ¢hallenges. These networks continue ta expand
dramatically in size and seope, harming people worldwide, posing threats to stability, and subverting government institutions through corruption.
Tr fonal criminal organizations have mprecedented wealth and power through the drug trade, arms smuggling, buman trafficking,
illicit activities, penetrating legitimate financial systems and destabilizing commercial markets. They extend their reach by forming alfiances
with terrorist organizations, government officials, and some state security services. That's why., in 2011, the Obama adminisbration released a
comprehensive Strategy to Combat Transnational Organized Crime. We are cormmitted to a multidimensionat approach that safeguards citizens, breaks
the financial strength of crimival and terrorist networks, disrupts illicit trafficking networks, fights government corvuption, strengthens the rule. of law,
‘olsters judicial systems, and improves transpavency. We have responded to this threat through aggressive targeting of the illicit financial infrastructure
supporting cross-border criminal activity. And we will continue to coordinate with other nations and build their capacity to combat these threats,

k hening Alli Expanding F ships, and Reinvi, ing ional ifuti

The greatest dangers we face - terrorism, nuckar proliferation, cyber and biological attacks, climate change, and travsnational crime - caumot be solved
by any ene nation alone. Addressing these chalimges requires broad and effective global coaperation. And President Obama and the Democratic Party
wnderstand that this depends on close collaboration with our traditional allics, cultivating partncrships with new centers of influence, and sirong €
leadership within international institutions.

Farope. The cornerstons of owr engagement with the world is oo alliances, which had been badiy dama ged wnder the Bush adwministration. The President
and the Denocratic Party believe the foumdation of globat security remains our relationships with traditional allies in Europe and Asia, and our enduring
commitments Lo Uheir defense. That is why Prosident Obama has worked to methodically strengthen our alliances there, while pressing our alfies to bear a

greater share of the burden for tackling regional and global challenges.

“The President and the Democratic Party recoguize America’s euduring interest in supporting peace and prosperity in Europe, as well as bolstering the
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strength and vital 70, which is eritical to the security of the continent and beyond: A decade of military operations M Gh MR strengthened
NATO's fighting skills and enhanced its ability to cooperate at the political level. This proved eritical to the alliance’s timely, nnified, and effective response
in Libya. Going forward, we need to further improve the ability of N + to operate collectivaly. Modernizing the alance will be challenging given
fiscal constraints on both sides of the Atlantic, But as large-scale military involvement in Afghanistan winds down, NATO has an opportunity to focas an
further developing the capahilities requived Lo address 21st eentury challenges. Therefore, we will continue to urge our NATO alties to pool, shave, and
specialize thelr capabilities, and to improve their capacity for effective caalition operations,

Mearwwhile, even as the presence of U8, forees in Europe necessarily evolves, the United States wil maintain its Article 5 collective security
to NATO and will continue to leverage America’s comparative advantage in high-cnd miita to ensur the defense of o all
the President is moving forward with a “phased adaptive approach” to European ballistic-missile defense that will protect both Europe and the United
States from missite threats cmanating frow Iran and clsewhere. We believe that the United States and Russia can cooperate an missite defemse, but we
em, begining with the steps we have taken to deploy it in Poland, Turkey, and Romania.

have also made clear that we will move forward with our

Asia-Pacific. As we have sought to rebalance our foreign policy, we have also turned greater attention to strengthening our alliances and expanding our
partnerships in the Asia-Pacific region. In part, this is in recognition that the United States has been, and always will be, a Pacific power. And, in part, it s
a recognition that America’s future security and prosperity will be fundamentally interconnected with Asia given its status as the fastest growing economic
vegion, with most of the world's nuclear pawers and about haif of the sorld's population. The President has therefore made a deliberate and strategic
decision that the United States will play a larger and long-term role in shaping this region and its future.

President Obama has made modernizing America’s defense postare across the Asia-Pacific a top priovity. We remain committed to defending and
deepening our partnerships with our allies in the region: Australia, Japan, New Zealand, the Philippines, South Korea, and Thailand. We will maintain a
strang presence in Japan and on the Korean Peninsula to deter and defend against provoeations by states like North Korea, while enhancing our presenee
in Southea ia and in Australia. We will also expand our networks of security cooperation with other emerging partners throaghout the region to
combat tervorism, counter proliferation, provide disaster velief, fight piracy, and ensure maritime secority, inchuding cooperation in the South China Sea,
And we will continue o invest in a long-term strategic partnership with India to support its ability to serve as a regional economic anchor and provider of
ity in the broader Indian Ocean region,

Meanwhile, the President is committed to continuing efforts to buifd a cooperative relationship with China, while heing clear and candid when we have
differences. The world bas a profound interest in the rise of a peaceful and prosperous China, but China must also understand that i must abide by ear
international standards and rules of the road. China can be a partner in reducing tensions on the Korean Perinsula, countering proliferationn Tran,
confronting climate change, incrensing trade, and resolving other global challenges, President Obama will continue to seck additional opportenitics for
cooperation with China, including greater communtication between our militaries. We will do this oven as we continue to be dear abont the importance of
the Chinese government upholding international cconomic rules regarding currency. export financing, intellectual property, indigerous innovation, and
wworkers' rights. We will consistertly speak out for the inportance of respecting the wniversal lamau rights of the Chinese people, including the right of the
“Tibetan peaple o proserve their culturat and religious identity. And wo remain comumitted to a one China policy, the Taiwan Relations Act, and the peaceful
resolation of erass-Strait issues that is consistent with the wishes and best juterests of the people of Taiwan,

The Middle East. Prosidont Ohama and the Democvatic Party maintain an wnshakable commitment to Iracl's scowity. A strang and secure rael is
vital to the United States not simply because we share strategic interests, but also because we share common valies. For this reason, despite budgetary
constraints, the President has worked with Congress to increase security assistance o Israel every single year since taking office, providing nearly $10
billion in the past throe years. The administration has also worked to ensure Isracl's qualitative military cdge in the region. And we have deepened defense
cooperatiou - including funding the Tron Dome system - to help Tsracd address its mast pressing threats, including the growing danger posed by rackets
and missiles emanating from the Gaza Strip, Lebanon, Syria, and fran. The President’s consistent support for Isracls riglst to defend itself and his
steadfast opposition to any attemgpt to delegitimize Tsracl on the world stage are further evidence of our enduring commitment to Israel's sccurity

It is precisaly because of this commitment that President Obama and the Democratic Party seek peace between Israclis and Palestinians. A just and Isting
Isracli-Palestinian acsord, producing two states for two peoples, would contribute to vegional stability and help sustain Isracl's identity as a dewish and
democratic state. At the same time, the President has made clear that there will be no lasting peace unless Isyacl's seeurity concerns are met. President
Obama will continue to press Avab states to reach out to Isracl. We will continue to support Isracls peace treaties with Egypt and Jordan, which have been
pillars of peace and stability in the region for many years. And even as the President and the Demacratic Par
resolute in the pursuit of peace, we will msist that any Palestinian paviner niust rocognize Isracls right to exist, reject violence, and adhere to existing
agreements.

¢ continue to encourage all parties to be

Elsewhere in theregion, President Obama is itted to intaining robust security yperation with Gull Cooperation Council states and our other
partners aimed at deterring aggression, checking fran's destabilizing activitics, ensuring the free llow of commerce essential to the global economy, and
buikding a vegianal secarity architocture to counter terrorism, proliferation, ballistic missiles, piracy, and other common threats. Jerusaterm is and will
romain the capital of Israck. The parties have agreed that Jerusalim is a matter for final status negotitions. It shauid vemain an mdivided city accessible
to peopte of all faiths.

£

The Amevicas. In the Americas, we have decpeaed ow ceonoriic and security ties with comtrics throughout the hemisphere, from Canada and Mexito to
Brazil and Chile and Ei Salvador. We have strengthened cooperation with Mexico, Colombia, and throughout Central America to combat navco-traffickers
and criminal gangs that threaten their citizens and ours. We will also work to disrupt organized crime networks secking to use the Caribbesn to smuggle
drags into owr country. As we collectively confront these challenges, we will continue to support the region's seeurity forces, border security, and police with
the equipment, training, and kochnologies they need to keep their communities safe, We will improve coordination and shate mor< information so that
those who traffic in drugs and in buman beings have fewer places to hide. And we will contime to put unprecedented pressure on cartel finanees, including
in the United States.

Aftica. We will continue to partner with Afvican nations to combat al-Gaeda affiliates in places like Somalia and to bring to justice those who comuit
mass atrocitics, like Josoph Kony. We have mads geeat efforts to reduce the violence in Darfur and built international support for a suceessful referendum
on South Sudan's futare. And in Lis first visit as President to the United Nations, President Obama advanced initiatives to strengthen UN peacekeeping
capabilitics in Afric includes providing equipment, training, aud fogistical support for UN and African Union missions in Darfar and Somalia. The
President has also worlked to help African nations grow their sconomies, and we have opaned trade and investment opportunities across the continent.

ince the mid-

The United Nations. International institutions - most prominently the United Nations - have been a eonterpicee of international order
2oth century. And just as American keadership was essential to forging the architecture for i i ion after World War I¥, the President
and the Democratic Pa i i vastructure for the 215t century - working to reform international bodies and strengthen
national and multilateral capabilities to advance peace, security, and opportunity.

We bave restored America's loadership at the UN by cooperating with owr partners ther hen we can and respectfully disagreding with them when we
must, reversing the previous administration's disdain for the UN. The President's leadership at the U has enabled us to make real progress on  muber
of top mationat security priorities, including getting Russia and China o board to implement the toughest UN sanctions ever on Iran and Novth Korea.

Promoting Globul Prosperity and Development
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As the Urited States warks with allies and partners to cstablish an international order that advances peace and prosperity Srei-AQRIEAnd the
Democratic Party will continue to build three key pillars of American global leadership: a prasperous and inclusive economy, our wsurpassed military
strength, and an exduring commitment to advancing wniversat vakues.

To alfow ach American to pursue Lhe opportunity wpon which our prosperity depends, we are investing in the sources of owr long-terma cconomic strength;
aceess to a complete and competitive eduealion for every smerican; affordable health care so owr people, businesses, and government are not constrained
byrising costs; fraining to allow aw workers to adapt and win i a rapidly changing global cconomy; trausformations in the way we produce and use

v to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and create new jobs and industry; mfrastructure that fels commerce; cutting edge developments in s
and innovatiou that support oar economy, deftnse, and technologicat Ieadership; and making the hard decisions to eut ous deficit and put our fiseal bowse
in order.

cience

And, beeause a growing and open globat economy serves as a source of opperturity for the American people and a sowrce of sirength for the United States,
the President and the Democratic Party have coordinated our cconomic actions with other countries to address financial erises and head off renewed
cyeles of boom and bust. We have reformed international institutions to give emerging cconomies a greater role and move responsibility, We have
promoted trade that is free and fajs. And we have supported global economic developiment.

Abroad, just as we have at home, we have sought to biild & new model for 23t contury economic growth that is fair and in which every nation plays by the
rules - a moddl where workers' rights are respected, businessrs. compete on  level playing field. and intellectual property and e tchmologics are
protected. Currencies must be smarket-driven so no natiou has an unfair advantage. Refarnis must protect consumers from abuse and reflect a globat
commitment to end corrnption. And we will contimue to champion sustainable growth that includes the clean energy that creates green jobs and combats

climate change.

Addressing the Globa} Financial Crisis. Alongside our global partners, we took decisive actions to address the global financial crisis and have
worked together to make the global economy and financial system more stable and secure, While Europe remains a significant risk to the global economy
and while the problems there will not be solved overnight, Europe's loaders have made clear they will do what is necessary to preserve financial stability i
the Burozone and have the collective ability to address thelr cconamic challanges. We have been and will continue to be in frequent contact with our
European aflies to discuss best practices and shate valuable Jessons from owr own experience reversing our economic dovnturn, hlping them chart the

best way forward.

As we contintie to work with traditional centers of influence, we have also reached out to emerging economies to give them a greater voice and a greater
stake in the global economy. We have made the G-20 the premier forum for i ecanomic i inrex ition of the fact that pist
century econoznic discussions must include cowstries bike China, India. Yudoaesia, and Brazil. And, together, the nations of the G-20 braught the world
economy back from the brink of another depression.

Tree and Fair Trade. We have also sought to promote free and fair trade. Because of the economic dnamisim of the Asia-Pacific region, which is
already home to more than half the global econamy, expanding trade with that region s critical to creatiug jobs and opporiumities for the American
people. Building on the free trade agreement with South Korea that President Obama signed, we are working wilh nur partnars in the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation Forum to create 2 scamless regional economy, promote green growih, and coordinate reguiatory reform. Atongside Australia,
Brouc Darussalam, Chile, Malaysia, New Fealaud, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam, we are on track to finalize the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a historic
high-standard agreement that will address new and emerging trade issues, Tower barriers to the free [low of trade and investment, inerease exports, and
create more American jobs. Exploring opporlunities to shape the multilateral trading system to veflect the rale and responsilility of major emnevging
markets in the global econemy is a critical part of the President's trade agenda.

We will work fo expand free and fair trade in the Americas as well. We already export more than three times as much to Latin Ameriea as we do o China,
and we will pursue additionat opportmities to expand commerce and promete shaved prosperity. Last year the President signed free trade agreements
with Panama and Colombia - agreements that will siguificantly boost U.S, exports and support thonsands of jobs here at home - while protecting labor
rights, the environment, and intellectual property. Because the Caribbean is an imporlant region to our country, we wili continue to support robust trade
and economic relationships with our partners there. And, across the region, we are moving ahead with “open skies” agreements to expand spportunit
for commercial aviation and to bring owr peaple and businesses closer together.

We have also worker to cnsure that American businesses and workers ave competing on an even footing with our international competitors, and we have
not hesilated to take action. That's why the Obama administration has lrought trade cases against China at twice the rate of the previous administration
and recently set up a new Interagency Trade E Center, which fally expands owr ability to investigate and take action against unfair
trade practices around the workd.

Advancing Global Development, Fresident Obama recognizes that promoting global development is a strategic, economic, and moral imperative for
the Unitedd States. Developmient expands markets for American produets and ereates Ameriean jobs. Strong and prosperous regional partners are evitical
to addressing glohal challenges, ending regional conflicts, and countering the spread of global criminal networks. And goad governance and stab
cannat take raot, and basic human dignity cannot be protected, where poverty reigns and people Tack aceess 1o the food, basic education, clean sater, and
medicine they need to survive.

For these reasons, the President this year announced a new strategy toward sub-Sabaran Africa that commits to promoting economic growtl, including
through inereased trade and investment, They are also why we are providing robust trade and investment support to Africa and building a trade and
fuvestment partrership with the countries of East Afirica - because we believe that the private sector will be the engine of prosperity i toping world.
The administration continues to work to promote opportunity and development in sub-Sahavan Africa by imyproving the region's trade compelitivencss,
encouraging economic diversification, and ensuring that the benefits from growth ave broad-based.

C g HIV/AIDS and Infecti Disease, izing that heaithis a p quisite for the President has made unprecedented
progress inthe global fight against HIV/ATDS and other infectious discases. Building on the stroug foundation created during the previous administration,
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) has expanded its prevention, care, and treatment programming. As a result, PEPFAR now bas
inade significant investosents in move than 30 countries, and we set a goal to roughly doubls the number of lifesaving an treatments we
provide hy the end of 2013. With his latest nudget, the President is fulfilling his historic commitment to request 4 billion over duoe yeavs for the Global
Fund, and the President remaivs committed Lo robust funding for PEPFAR and the Globat Fund in the future. And President Obama kifted the 25-year ban
that prevented non-citizens living with HIV from entering the United States, allowing the world's largest group of HIV/AIDS researchers, policymakers,
medical professionals, and advocates o convene in Washington to continue their efforts to improve prevention and reatment,

Our efforts ta combat HIV/AIDS are part of a broader commitment to adress the challenges posed by infectious disease. Over the past four years, the
administration has leveraged hillions of dollars in commitments from. donors to meet the demand for new vaceines, making i possible to imumanize
millions of children and prevent premature deaths.

Ensuring Food Security. The President and the Democratic Party believe that trac development requives much more than delivering aid - it requires
buikding the capacity of governments and peoples so that assistance is no fonger needed. That is why the administration trough its Foed the Future

initiative has, with the G-8 and other countries, mobilized mare than $2: billion for a global food security effort aimed at buikding the capacity of nations
to feed themselves. This year, the President taunchied the next phiase of this global effort - 2 major new food security partnership to reduce hunger and lift
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tens of millions of peaple from poverty across Africa. These efforts partner with African countries ta improve nutrtion foraltiel BRZARrisks from
wolatile food prices, increase private capital i axpand acoess to ies and information required to haost faod production, and provide
greater assistance to countries that implement agricultural reforms.

Responding to Humanitarian Crises. Together with the American peoplc and the international community, we will continue to respond to
bumanitarian crises around the globe. W will cone to the aid of countries during teir times of need, fust as we did following the 2011 earthquake,
tsunami, and Fukashima nuclear disaster in Japan. And as we did in the aftermath of Haitfs catastrophic carthquake in January 2010, we will provide
eritical aid to eountries facing devastating cireanstances to meet their acute short-term needs and foster Jong-term recovery. The President led an
wnprecedented international effort in response to Haitf's natural disaster, committing over $3.1 billion to vefief, reconstruction, and recovery, and
tunching a maltitaceted effort to improve health, pramote food security, and strengthen economic security. While major challenges remain, President
Obama has supported a sustained i to Haitis ion, and the administration has contimiod to assist i Haiti's development.

the Strongest Military in the World

America's unrivaled mflitary capabilities represent a second core pillar of our global leadership. After more than a decade of war, e have an opportunity
to retool our armed forces and our defense sirategy to ensure we both maintain the world's most capable military and adapt to the challenges of the 21st
century.

The President and the Democratic Party understand that we have a special obligation to avery soldicr, sailor, airman, Mavine, and Coast Guardsman who
puts their life on the Jine for our nation. We must send them into harm's way only when it's absolutely necessary. When we do, we must ensure they have
the equipment and the support that they need ko get the job donc. And we have to take care of our troops, their familics, and owr veterans wheu they come
home.

Fleven years of continuous military operations and repeated deploy to Traq and istan have stretched our forees and straine their famities.
Going Forward, our traops will face fewer deployments, allowing thern more time to rain and ensuring that they are ready for the full range of missions
they may have to face.

T our current fiscal ensironment, we nwist also make tough budgetary decisions across the board - and that includes within the defense budget. The
Budget Control Act enacted by Congress last year, with the support of Republicans and Demacrats alike, mandates redactions in federal spending,
including defense spending. The admigistration has worked swith Congress to make these devisions, which has hecn a strategy-diven process. As e look
beyond the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan - and the conelusion of long-term nation-building with large military footprints - we will be able to ensure our
secuvity with a more agfle and more Mexible force. 8t the same time, we will vontiaue to eraphasize forward engagement in eviticat reginns, while
enhancing robust seeurity partnerships to share the burden. And we will continue to get rid of outdated Cold War-era systems so that we can invest in
culting-edge technologies and maintain a versaile set of capabilities required to exceute a wide range of military missio

Advancing Universal Values

America’s leadership extends beyond our econamic prosperity and military might - i is also rooted in o enduring commitment to advancing a core set of
wniversal values. These inclade an individual's freedom to speak their mind, assemble without fear, have acerss to information, worship as they please, and
choose their own leaders. They also inchude dignity, tolerance, and equality among all people, and the fair and cquitable administration of justice. The
United States was founded upon a belief in these values, and people of every race, region, and religion around the globe have claimed these principles as
their own. The President and the Demosratic Party believe that nations that embrace these values for their citizens are wltimately more prosperous,
peaceful, and friendly to the United States than those that do not,

Staying True 1o Our Values at Home, We must always seek to uphold these values at howme, vot just when it is easy, but, more importandly, when it is
hard. Advancing our interests may involve new actions and policics ta confront threats like terrorism, but the President and the Democratic Paty beliey
these practices must alwazs be in line with our Constitution, preserve our people's privacy and civil libarties, and withstand the ehecks and balances that
have served us so well. That is why the President banned torture without exception in his first week in office. That is why we are reforming military
conunissions to bring them in line with the rule of Iaw. That is why we are ially reducing the fon at fnamo Bay without adding to it.
And swe remain committed to working with all branches of government to close the prison altogether because it is inconsistent with nur national security
intevests and our values.

Standing With Those Demanding Greater Freedom. As we continue to perfect our union here at home, setting an example for others to follow, we
will also continue to champion universal rights abroad. We recognize that different cuitures and traditions give life to Lhese values in distinet ways, and
each country will inevitably chart its own course. America wilf not impose any system of government on another country. Dut we also know that the
sovercignty of pations cannot strangle the liberty of individuals. So as people around the world yearn for greater freedom, we will continue to support
progress toward more accountable, demacratic governance and the exercise of universal eights. We will do so through a variety of means: by speaking out
for univevsal vights, bolstering fragile demoeracies and cisil society, and supporting the dignity that comes with developrent,

Across the Midklle Fast and North Africa, we have stood with the people demanding political change and seeking their rights daring (he Arab Spring. Since
the beginning of the protests i Tunisia, the United States has consistently opposed violence against immocent civikians, supported & set of universal vights
for the people of the region, and supparted processcs of political and economic refocm. When the Egyptiau people flooded Tahrir Square in Cairo
demanding democracy, the admiistration actively engaged the Egyptian government, mailitary, and people in suppors of a trausition away from decades of
dictatorship and towards democracy. In Uibya, we built an international coalition and intervened alongside NATO and other partner nations to protect the
Libyan people and support them as they caded Mnammar Qadhafi's brutal reign. In Iean, President Obama spoke out in support of the prodemocracy
protestors and imposed human rights sanetions on the Iranian government. I Yomen, we worked with Gulf Cooperation Council states to facilitate a
peaceful transition of power. And in Syia, we have Jod the internati ity to politivally and ¥ isolate the regime, to increase pressure
on President Assad ta step down, and to provide assistance to nuify the Syrian opposition in order to enable  stable ransition. Moving forward, we will
work to hasten the end of the Assad regime and support a politicat trausition to a stable and democratic Syria, We will continue to support the
consolidation of demoeratic transitions in Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, and Yemen. And we will engage gosernments and civil society across the region on behalf
of genuine efforts to promote political and economic reforms that are respansive to the people of the region.

52

The Arab Spring represents the world's mast sweeping recent movement toward democracy, but it is not an isolated case. Across the globe, people are
demanding mere from their governments - and, when they do, they will continue to find support and partnership in the United States. For example, in
Burma, we suceessfully employed 2 combination of sanctions and engagement to ncourage the government to open up politicat space and release political
prisonrs. Our historic opening to Burma will continue to incentivize a democratic transition, a deeper engagement with the United States, and national
reconciliation among Burma’s many differeut ethnic grous. And because human rights violations pevsist, we will continue to speak cleary about the
additional steps that must be taken for the government of Burma to have a better relationship with the United States.

In Africa, the administeation engaged to ensure a legitimate transfer of power in Cote d'Tvoire, supported the independence of South Sudan, and remains
actively involved in resolving the issues between Sudan and South Sudan.

In the Amerieas, we see vibrant democracies in countries from Mexico to Brazil and Costa Rica to Chile. We have also seen historie peaceful transfers of
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power in places fike T Salvador and Uruguay. Yet despite the vegions democratic progress, stark inequalities in potitical atieon A A endure. we
will contimue to press for more transparent and accourtable governance. Andl we will promate greater freedom in Cuba and Venczuela antil afl their
cilizens enjoy the universal rights they deserve,

Under President Ohama, we have undertaken the most significant efforts in decades to engage the Cuban people. We have focused on the fmportance of
the family ties between Cuban Americans and their relatives still iving mder oppression. Because of steps the President has taken, it is now possible for
Cuban Amerivans o visit and support their families in Cuba, and to send remittances that reduce the Cuban peopie's dependence on the Cuban state, We
have taken additional steps to bolster Cuban civit society, expanding purposeful exchanges that bolster independent refigious grovps on the istand and
enhaneing the free flow of information to, froin, and among the Crban peaple. Going forward we will continue to support the Cuban people's desire to
recly determine their own future.

P ing T 7 G > and the Rade of Law. To promote transparent and accountable govermnent worldwide, we
joined with Brazil ta lmmch and cochair the nternational Open Government Partnership. Fifty-five countries now belong to the partnership - represenling
a quarter of the warlds peogle - each of which has outlined concrete, credible steps to apen the work of government so citizens ave empowered, problems
are salved, and democracy is strengthened.

“The President and Democrats know that a commitment to the rale of kaw and effective judicial institutions arc essential to sustainable cconomic
development and must Temain a core American vakie in the years to come, That is why the Obama administeation has suecessfully pressed for

international action against iption through the G-20 and promaotert new nitiatives to help countries develop stronger judicial institntions.
Because the public’s rights, freedoms, and access ta economie opportunity depend on the xule of law, we will contimee to work in partnership with our allies
to promote this important value avound the world.

Standing up for Women's Rights Around the Globe. As we work to advance universal values and human dignity, the President and the Democratic
Party the eritieal imp of expanding p ions and ities for women and girls around the world, Ensuring full equality and
providing wornen and girls the opportunity 1o learn, earn a livable wage. and ‘participate in public decision-making ave essential to veduce violence, improve
economies, and strengthen demoeracy, o continue to make progress at home and advance women's rights and opportunities abroad, we will urge
ratification of the Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Womeu.

President Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Chinton, and the State Department ave committed to advancing the rights of women and girls as a
central focus of U.S. diplomatic, developmant, and defense interests. We will continue to promote the full engagement of women in the politieal and
economic spheres. We will work to address underlying socio-economc problems, including women's access to health, education, and food secwity. And we
will ensure that women are equal participants in reconcilialion and development in areas affoeted by conflict.

President Obama and the ic Party are itted to supporting family planning avaund the globe to help women care for their families, support
their communities, and lead their countries to be healthier and more productive. That's why, in bis first month in office, President Obama overturned the
“glabal gag rule,” & ban an federal funds to forcign family pianning organizations that provided information abow, counseling on, or affered ahortions,
And that is why the administeation has supported lifesaving family plaaning health information and services.

Combating Human Trafficking. Some 27 million women, men, and children avound the wnrid are victims of haman trafficking. The President and the
Demacratic Party believe that trafficking in persons is both an affront to our fundamental salues and, as a source of funds for transuational criminats
and terrorist organization, a threat to national and internationat security. The Obama administration has used bilateral and multilateral diplomacy,
tavgeted foreign assistance, raining progeams, public outreach, and ks enforcement to combat traffieking in persons across the globe, The
adminislration has continued to provide annual assessments of the strengths and weaknesses of foreign governments' efforts to address the issue,
encouraging all counirics to do move and calling out countrics that have faled to do enough. And the admindstration has provided technical assistance to
improve law enforcement and grants to support grassroots prevention efforts around the world targeting sex and labor trafficking, child sex tourism,
foroed child Iabor, and other abuses. The administration is also committed to laking action at bome to fight trafficking, including the sex traflicking of
soung girls.

Gay Rights as Human Rights, Recognizing that gay rights 2re human tights, the President and bis administration have vowed to actively combat
efforts by other nations that crimialize homosexual conduct or ignove abuse. Under the Obama ainistration, American diplomats must raise the issue
wherever harassment or abuse avises, and they ave required to record it in the State Departnent’s annual report on human rights. And the State
Departmaut is funding 2 program that finances gay rights organizations to combat discrimination, violence, and other abuses.

Internet Freedom, The Obama administration has led the world ta recognize and defend Internet freedom - the frecdom of expression, assembly, and
association online for peaple everywhere - throngh coalitions of countries and by empowering individuals with imovative technologies. The adiministration
has built parinerships to support an Internct that is sccure and reliable and that is respectful of U.S. intelloctual property, free flow of fnformation, and
privacy. To preserve the Internet as a platform for commerce, debate, learning, and imnovation in the 215t century, we successfully negotiated international
Internet polioymaking priveiples. suppart the current multi-stakeholder approach to Internt governance, and oppase the extension of intergovernmental
controls over the internet.

Through all these actions, America is loadisg again. By respansibly ending the wars, rehalancing our forcign policy, taking concrete steps to address the
greatest threats Lo onr country, cooperating with allies and partners to tackle comnon challenges, reinvigorating international inslitutions, and sustaining
and building the core pillars of 1., leadership, President Obama and the Democratic Party have worked to enswee that the g1st century remains an
American one. That is why we ave stronger abroad, and safer and more secure at howne, than swe were four years ago.

* kK

‘The United States continues ta move farward towards a future of strong and sustained growth, Thanks to the eaderslip of President Obama and
Democrats avound the country, we're fighting back Trom the deepest economic cris ce the Great Depression by making investments o create jobs,
grow the middle class, and Jay the foumdations for an ecanomy that d . out-builds, and ANov: the rest of the world. Toda;
both stronger and safer than it was four years ago. Now, we must continue the swork we've started so that the United States of America never fails to nyect
the tests of our time.

Citation: Democrat c Party Platforms: "2012 Democrat ¢ Party Platform,” September 3, 2012, Online by Gerhard Peters and John T. Woaliey, The
Ametican Presidency Project. http://www.pres dency. ucsb.edu/ws/ Ppid=101962.

Home Contact

> 1999-2015 - Gerhard Peters and John T. Wootley - The American Presidency Project

http:/Avww presidency ucsb.eduwsiindex.php7pid=101962 19/20



1409

3/4/2015 Democratic Party Platforms: 2012 Democratic Party Platform

http:/Awww presidency.ucsb.eduiws/findex. php7pid=101962

SFC 000945



FAXE

tau-cleductitie
doahioe &

1410

Demecratic Parly Platforms: Democratic Party Platform of 2000
oo ) X SFC 000048
idpney Brgieal. G

e Bevicen P

PoLiTicar PARTY PLATFORMS
Psredes Reestving Blettornd Vs 1860 - 2082

Demsovratie Parly Platfors of seoo

Today, Amerira finds itselfin the st of prospesity, progress, and pesce. ek et at {bis mument becanse of the
bard werk of the Anverican people. ’I'P:uw.lecmnwﬂuwabmzttmhsdmﬂew.v)u\emm&emmvpmmmatm
broadly shared sed progress that reaches all families uath-.\ v American century. T the yoar zooe, the Demoreatic Party
stands roady to eet that challevge amd tn boild on our

“When Thomas Jefforson way sheoted as one Party's first president in xfion, Anverica was a young cowntry trving io fod its

placein the world, Twe huudred years hw, Demaoorats gather 3% 1 moment vhesi possfiliteio powdoate 8 Goreas

Ameme‘sm!wm}x & o faron f T s mhmcofxxwhsgmn@me
3 D i o smes. Bickeggioal e

b ity's desilliest plagues. Wikle the globe & mh«amwigedm d diffientt £

of freedons, Wherty, and democracy than sver before in istory. America atovs urparaliskd affluence at !x:me and influence

abwoud,

Vet this motnen 5 cleary oue of possibility, rot absob Wsmust senber €hat onr ek were
ket ey with iy, eouraga, and e with & willh d imagine; and with &
= Prlic Paé;w;m of B o e i e vabues of bard: \mr%c‘ RRTHEUDIE, m:bxamxg dersity, faith, oy, 254 pesonal
* State of the tnkon respamsiblity. Sod ol of it can b inperilad ag
Aukirioses B Messagos bty dust ol of it e be impecilod again Shane
:53-;:35723 ik{wmﬂ ot s ot S e Armevioa's e il ot always soean so brighs: Uneder the Bush-Guayle admisistrion, Swwszies was
Bumid i sufferio Uaroug) swara Faling, Jobs wepo disuppeurig, The velfere ol sweliel Crisme
» NEws loded i b 5. Hinpe xnd optimism were scarce, Most Amerisans folt that the Ameriesn Drsam was endangared -if
= Exacutive Drls Tt e,
= Progiaratine
= Sigaing Raterets Bt i 1099, Amerisens derted Bill Clinton 2ud A Gore with & mandate to trn Ameris srovsd. Aod that's just what they &
g;tfm""g* They took on the old thinking that kud come bo dominate pobiics and offered pow ideas - new idoas that met the challengys of
Amiishation Folivy The dry, s e St Bt Saith with Asmeriva's ciddest vatuss, sew idens that worked.
R of thes Freskisnt
: gil;;:t Rport ¢ the o ﬁgﬁyears hter the recard iy cheart the Jongest seonomic c(pammm Am-!‘mnhstcrry The meet jobs ovor created undor &
= Comntion 5 ¢ Ihimrea} oth o o years. ) ‘The lowest African-
 Paety Plotfiar e Arneri 4 Hispans vates in Anmerioan Bstory, The Jewest eoime rte oy veaes. The Juvast
= &; Hertion Wmm‘;; b of peogle onerelfare sieee the spons. T ”hemgtst rop in poverty fs ety 0 years. The lomest Jevel of ebiid povertyin
~5<;L“Semw;()xw%;m 20 years. And after a5 patnful yo s when he vich ing richer and the poor fing poorer, Amverica i fimlly
« $300 Flaction Googments growing fopether instead of growing apart.
« 2 Transition

« 200 Travsicn

W INCLUDE documents
frown e Office of e Prass
Secrary

INCLUDE election

Themo are secoplichnments, not accidents. They eame about becawse Demperats - from the White Bouse, to the Congress, to
State Houses 3l across Ameriza - brovght new thinking and new M!xm 0 cﬁr mast pwss‘xg d}a"ewge& Waused goerinent

as @ vatalyst to mgage the best idas and enccgies of the 4 o g tand theydid They | Franets Your Page Tuo
tutm'vd!n(l\esnﬁnitkm% (xlmoh,, ok d erice watchas, vob St !.'\ﬁ\”n spitals, and voived thair

evary Biue. They shags F fuati yeal probiems. Tt will tako ote of s brand of now thiskicg © we ave to bulid o this creord of
achiwernent,
Pruring our sation’y darkest hours, o have stoived aightily and dim meetin i Bhair times, The question eforews is
whether we will do the sanve during this bright moment; whether we will selee this monent %o bricg progress to snore Amerk

Hhanever before; whother, having fnally conquered ur financist defielts, we will buve the sourage to conguer B other dificits - fo baalth core, in
eduntion, in fe mvirosoemt - that chalenge ws wday,

Tn this Flatform, tedays Dumosratic Par", h\s ot m phm o din Just Shat. This platforms was iot mm'ﬂ ma davk badkroom, bur inthelight of dayyin
anopen, e pronsss that s & e was developed both with e guic Tights ders it ith the:
e of th 2 of o i e thigbets, idoas, halieds, and drasos to s phitfores o persos,
paper, and over the Btevret. This & 2 2ist outury p!ai‘ervx for the asst cmmry‘s party. A people's ph[invm for the peeple’s party.

hrroreel %

this zooo Tk it i this: i Ameria is to secure prosperity, Jrogress, poane sod seeurity for all, wo camet
affnrd ta go back. We must move forward fugether and we rawst not feavs angone behind

i3 prasidency ursh

¥ PROSPERITY

Eighit yoars agn, America was Sty 3 By challenge, Undder the Bush-Cuayl inistration, he Amerkan s dering. Sl thhad

‘wrmed inte po-growth and inte 2 joblss renovery, Ammns in 4B walks of life were facing a fivure of kss;xrmpmlv and more resignation. In 1oue, Bl

{linton sed Al Gore Aectad bo turn th nd polng apward soward the fiture,

They teok affice with 2 nsw set of idets about how to get the. ing agaln. Ther koew that the go i the syine of seonpinic growtly,

but Ghey alea hom that, in Frasiin phivass, “Hs sational 5 - acting through Cnmaks 2 big difForence.

Today, the sunesss of essvaw idzas is clear. After 2 i ion for v a0 dec S, ol for =1 weorking families &
mhgripred= 2012 W



FAXE

Limiky Year

From
T
Limit

INCHHOE documents fr
e Oifice of the Press

1411

Demecratic Parly Platforms: Democratic Party Platform of 2000

You can seach the Public

Fapern i o ways:

1. Sewrch by Keyword snd
Year

You can seaseh by keywosd
avwt choose the range of years
wilhin vour seaveh by Bling

aut the bowes under £

e

2. Wiew by Ronih andior
Year
Select the month andior year
you  woud
aboil and
T

fike

ol

stantedto magm Am'lca Tias vhe ket loyment avst Sastast i F mm 30 sears, The Amdnibai Wuwe& 22
Toillion e jobs. st inflation vate indemades. More Amriass own (heir fore, Rooking back on 1ge, this much is clexe:
Armericrns are betrer off than we were =gl years ago.

Bat vurs ﬁarm&mb‘ﬂdcgm:mrmm]‘!msbm-megmmrshter,wfaaeaw 2 b i i b fo despen
# -1 fast i Uty We aka oo i i sper ufgmmadmr caty s tcgub«dimelahcrm andapand.
oF mat-andm - the ﬂilm‘l pedivies of the wut. Jt 3 For, B0 i polivies 3 croRt 3 Tom, Towil
take more sk polices (o allow prosperity te Hossom - to§c¢qeapmsqu1tyt!mdwsm 7 ok o ot Tewve i

Yoo this past dovade, Hhe birth of the gloisd, 1 it Gk oo e has ok most vt af 3 Tes, s i ‘(
froem the Industrial Age to the mlwmmm Age, the transttion wil be ftffiewdt fm semw. T the decac st ad thew

af eans with new tools for el seeurity. I’tnsxst}sem}vswmmn{esunng&ah\memak prosperity s one that stwaﬂy
shared,

Tuneafter time, Republicars opposed the idess tat brought prosperity & America. Thne after time, they !mwb«’;npmml wrong, Bt thelz serey re:ﬂrd
ves pet gl them pause, # Soes ot avn shw theos down, Deepite s Demsucratic ravord of suovess, ¢ propess o rewied

that brosght Arvarica the diys of deficits, doube, debt, and declin & retrent to the tarkdng of the era of racest s, avd

bt Dedier fhat to further our prospert ik £ s ave roads & dhs ¢ the mrow seomexy we neod thinking as
noovative as the moms o which we Tive. Finst, we tavst ountionse the fiveal discipline that his been the } k of the past a@hﬁ yeRrs - that means
payingémnthdstaJdnﬁeﬁugﬂenghﬁkﬂld?u ey, Sexvd, wa oSt wse oug d e Senurity ansd Medvary fay

future generations, Thivd, we mwust dvest i the mest precions Testurce we have - the American people and ﬁmr skﬁk; and ahifity to imeevate, Faurthy, we
st continieto reliwent govermrnent 5o that it warks batter and ensts Jers and b in fine with the va-Tne world, Fifth, we muwst open new markels to
Anerinan. prmkm at e i avosnd ﬁw woyld r}ngr, we m.&! veirnforee i basic Aamerican Targuin of raguiriog and recsng heod vk and we
et provide A with, oy dewintons ab ek arsd in their comeerizies.
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diserimination protcetions for middle-class and lower-income workers. SFC 000948

“Fo build on the success of Social Security, Al Gore has proposed the exeation of Retirement Savings Plus - voluntary, tax-free, personafly-contrafled,
privately-managed savings acconnts with a goverament match that would help couples build a nest egg of up to $400,000. Separate from Social Security,
Retivement Savings Plus accounts would let Americans save and invest on tap of the foundation of Social Security's guavanteed benefit. Under this plan, the
federal government svowd match individual contributions with tax credits, with the hardest-pressed working families getting the most assistance.

The Republicans have a far different idea - a schenie that would come not in addition to Social Sequrity but at the cxpense of it. Their Sociat Socurity
privatization plot would siphon §1 trillion in payrol taxes away from the Sacial Security trust fnd, take 14 years off the life of Social Security, eliminate
the fundamental guaranice of relirement sequrity, and raise the specter of massive government bai-outs. And, accordiag to independent analyses, the
Republicans’ privatization plan would cut the guarantoed benefils for young workers by as much as 54 percent. & would take the "security” out of Sacial
Security.

Retirement Savings Plus does not threaten Social Secrity’s guaranteed benefit. Social Seeurity may be 65 vears old - but it is not ready to be retived. Tuken
together George W. Bush's $2 trilfion tax cut, his campaign-season spending proposals, bis support for av unspecified but unprecedented wissite defense
systens, and his support for privatizing Social Security add up to an assault on the surplus - causing Americans to have to choose between drastic euts in
education and heaith care or a retuen to the days of deficit spending. This is not a choice Americans should have 1o make. With fiscal discipline and
commitment to honoring our values, we can both save Social Security and give Americans the ability to create a nest egg without trening baek the clock on
our prosperi

nvesting in Americans

Demacrats know that today, more than ever before, we need the right kinds of investments - in education, lifelang tearning, skill development, andt
rescarch and dovelopment - to take advantage of the vast opportunities of the Information Age. We necd to make sure Amevicans have the skills and tools
they nieed tn compete and win in the new knowledge-based, global economy.

A Revolution in American Education

Democrats understand that ensuring every child the highest quality education is essential if America is to remain strong and competitive in todk
cconomy. That's why Al Gare's very first campaign speech was about education and that's why Al Gare will make education His top domestic pr

Nine aut of every ten children in this country attend a public sehool. Public ducation already aliows the United States to have one of the highest standards
of living in he world, providing equality of opportunity for all regardloss of socioecanomic statas.

The success storics coming from public schools are greater than at any time in their histoty: higher graduation rates, increasing test scores, and bigher
student achievement - wilh especially substantial gains among our neediest students. We must continue to build on this record of success that Demoerats
have compiled in the Tast cight years, We have helped states and communities set high academic standards for students and called for an end to social
promotion. We have started hiring 100,000 qualified teachers. We have inereased accountability. We have opencd the gates of college to millions of
Amerieans.

Now we mnst do more. Demacrats understand that America will not long remain first in the world economically unless we become first in the world
educationally. We canuot contiuve Lo generate a fifth of the world's economic output if 2 third of owr students do not meet basic reading standards. We
camnol stay rumber one in high technology jobs if we remain last in the percentage of degrees awarded in seience. I today's knowledge-based economy, it's
just that simple. Education Jeads to the future sucecss and security of our country and citizeury.

Amgricans have heen told they must choase between investing in edhication and demanding accountability: This is the type of false choice that drives our
govornment into stalemate and drives Americans up the wall. Americans befieve that we need o fovest mor in our childven's educations - and they're right.
Americans also believe that we should not be pouring more money into a system thatis producing bad restlts - and theye right about that too. We should
do more of what we've doing right and less of what we're doing wrang.

Al Gore and the Democratic Party know that investments without aceonntabilily are a waste of money and that accountability without investments are a
waste of time. George W, Bush and the Republican Party offer neither real ility nor i What they do nffer ave soothing
sound-bites and bite-sized solutions. They refuse to invest in America's crumbling schools and crowded classraoms - spending 100 times more an tax cuts
than on education. They don't help pay teachers like professionals nor do they insist on higher standards for teachers, They propose blank check block
grants without accountability. Their version of accountability relies on private school vonchers that would offer too few dollars to too fes children to
cseape their failing schools. These vouchers would pass the buck on accountability while pulling bucks ot of the schools that need them most, When it
camies to education, Demoerats want to invest ore and aim higher, the Republicans invest too little and aim too low.

We cannot afford - materially or moraliy - to let another generation of American children pass through inadequate schoels before we make needed
<hanges that will save them from a lifetime of frustration and finited horizons. The time for aclion is now.

By the endt of the next presidential term, we should havea fully qualified. well trained teacher in ever
countyy - and every teacher should pass a rigorous test to get there.

By the end of the next presidential term.

ery failing school in America shoutd be turned around - or shut down and reopened under new puhlic leadership,

By the end of the next prosidential term, we should cnsure that no high sehool stadent graduates wiless they have mastered the basics of reading and math
- 50 that the diploma ey receive really means something,

By the end of the next presidential termy, pavents across the nation ought 1o be able to choose e best puhlie sehool for their childven,

By the end of the next presidential term, every cigbth grader in America should be computer literate.

By the end of the next presidentiat term, high-quality, affordable preschaol shoudd be fully available to every famiy, for every child, in every community in
America,

By the end of the next presidential tern, every child should learn in a safe. modern classroom with the most up-fo-date technology.
By the end of the next presidential term, the achievement gap betwoen students of color and the rest of America’s students should be eliminated.

All this we pledge - and more. The tine for tinkering around the edges has long passed. We need revolutionary improvements in owr public schools. This
roquires & major national investment; a demand of avcountability from all; a grmuine expansion of public school chaice; and a renewed focus on discipline,
character, and safety in our schools.

Discipline, Characier, and Safety,
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Education is not just about test scores, but about passing on our values to the next gencration of Amevican citizens. Our kA0 deserve
schools of safety and dlassrooms frec of fear. Wo should have a zevo-tolerance policy towards guns in schools, Each school should institute strict, firm,
and fair discipline policies that are agreed upon on the first day of the school year at a meeting of teachers, parents, and students. We should cxpand the
Family Leave Law to make sure pavents ean attend these meetings and all pavent-teacher eonferences without being scared they will lose their jobs.

e must do ail we can to encourage active parental involvement in owr schools - after afl, parents are a childs first and best teachers. & parents job does
not enel when they drop their child off at the schools front door. They have a responsibility to actively participate in their childrens” education, to read to
their children, and to help their children weith their homework. Schoots nieed to do their part hy welcoming parents into the education process and giving
them a voice in the education of their children.

Democrats believe in “second-chance schools” where kids expelled from school and those headed for trouble can get the concentrated help, sevvices. and
guidance they need to get back on the path to success.,

If we are sevious abont fighting schoot violence, we need a dramaic incvease in after-school care for America’s childven. ‘The average two-parent family
00 more hours a year than they did a gencration ago. Children often come home from school to erupty houses. We know that the must dangerous
hours for children are those between the end of the schoot day and the end of the work day. Tt is in these afternoon hours that children are most likely to
et into trouble and fall under bad inffuences, Democrats have inorensed after-school assistance 500 tinus over in the Jast four yeavs. Al Gove believes in
panding after-school programs and providing Americans with an after-school tax credit so that children have a safe, supervised after-school
environment where they can conline to Jearn and learn right from wrong.

Too often, our eulture offers owr children a virtual o
enough meaning. That's why character education is so important in our schooks. Edueation should not be a morals-free zane, Sehoals can teach our kids
about honesty, hard work, spenness o new information, strong discipline, willingness o reason, personal responsibility, and tolerance for different points
of view. Teachers can help children develop the values and the character - as vwell as the intellectual tools - it takes to susceed and contritmite to their
comumunities. The fraditionat fhrce s are not encugh. Schocls need to make sure they teach kids respect, reliability, and responsibitity as well.

5h course in violence and degradation. It is sometimes a colture of too tuch meanness and not

We must also remember that our schools are not just training the next generation of workers, they are also educating the next gencration of eitizens.
That's why Democrats support democracy education, civic education, and service vequirements in our schools.

Strict Accountability for Results, Strong Incentives for Success.
Democrats believe that everyone involved in the cducation system showld be held anequntable. Accouatahility means we wifl no longer tolerate mediocrity

and no longer allow fature. Accountability pplies to states, schnot districts, schools, teachers, students, and parents. Everyone must do their part. Nobody
can shirk their respansibility.

Consistently bad schools should be shut down. No cry state and school distriet sheuld identify failing schools and turn them

avound with all necessary mncasures and all necessary resourecs. Stadents in those schools should get fitst priority in transferring o  better-performing

public school in the district and getting intensive after-school academic help to make stre they are not left behind while their school s being turned around.
iting schuols that do nat improve showdd be quickly shut down and reopened with a new principal and new teachers.

cuses. No exceptions. B

States should be held aceountable for reducing dropout rates, increasing graduation rates, and raising student achievement. Working together with
teachers, school principals should be able to hire on the basis of qualifisations and fit, not just on the basis of seniority.

“Teachers showld be answerable for what goes on in their classroom, New teachers who answer the call to join this honorable profession should get the
wmentors and professional support they need to make the transition into teaching - and then should have to pass a rigorous and fair test before they step
footinto a classroom.

paneis able to make it in the classroom. New teachers should receive ongoing support and
fonat developmont to enswre that theie skills

Teaching is 1o easy job and we should not expect that
mentaring from eir more experienced collcagues. Current keachers shonld receive continuing quality profes
and knowledge reflect the most up-to-date information and research.

Those teachers who do not meet the highest quality staudards should vot be allowed to sully the reputation of the teaching profession. That's why teachers
swho are not teaching well shonld rescive help in getting up to standards, AL its hest, teaching is the job of a lifetime. But tcaching contracts and fieenses
should not be au antomatic lfetime job guarantes. That's why we need regular evaluations fo determine whether & teacher's ficense should be renewed.
Demaerats wrge faster hut fair way help - and when necessary - speedily remove low performing teachers,

. with due process, to identi

Every student must be given the oppartnnity to Jearn. But students have to take andbe for their own ions, as well,
need measurements to make sure students are getting the preparation they require - including vohumtary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade
math. Democrats insist that no student should graduate with a diploma they cannot read.

The federal government needs to be held accountable, too. In states that do not make pragress in improving student performance. the federal government
should redireet money from state burcaucrats and transfer it divectly to schools that need it. States that do suceeed i raising student suceess shoudd
reccive benuses - and schools that are making a positive difference should receive bomsses, as well. In addition, teachers who earn a National Board
Cartification should be especially rewarded.

investingin Oue Schools.

We cannot expeet our children to fearn all that they need to know in classrooms that are overcrowded, with teachers that are overburdened, and with
textbooks and technology that are out-of <date. We need to invest in owr schools and our childrens’ futures.

High-quality preschoot should no longer be a huxury. Rescarch - and the experience of path breaking states such as North Carlina and Georgia - shows
that giving kids a smart start can lead to higher reading and achicvement levels, higher graduation rates. and greater success in the workplace.

Weneed an aggressive national campaign o put one million new well-trained teachers in our classtooms. We must start reducing class size by finishing
the job of hiring 100,000 new qualified teachers. [n addition, Al Gore has proposed the ereation of a new 21st Century Teacher Corps - opan Lo talented
people around the country who agree to teach in a school that nees their help. In return, they would get help paying their college tuition, assistance in
paving off their stadent loans, oz a hiving bonus for those willing to switeh careers. And we need alternative certification so that those who choose to
switch into teaching don't have to start their education all over again.

Far too many teachers ave overstressed and overworked, underpaid and undesappreciated. We need to treat teachers like professionals - pay them kike
v and hold them to professional standards. Al qualified teachers should get a raise and mastor teachers should get the biggest raise. Wene
to provide professional development, training, and support so that all teachers can suceeed.

We should rebuitd and modernize on sehool buildings to assure students can attend schaols that ave modern, safe, and sell-equipped for fearaing, And we
nesd to construet more now schools to meet the necds of the largest generation of students in American history. We cannot convince our children to value
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education when they ave packed into crammed classrooms like sardines in a can and when their facilities are falling down. §E§QPQM%Q])UCM(S
believe we need smaller classes, smaller sehools, and "schools within sebools™ 5o that impressionable children do ot get tost in the shuffie.

Wemust ensure that childron with disabilities arc not blocked from having access to free, appropriate education and that the doors to owr public schools
are ot closed to children with special needs. We ranst, finally, live wp to the Federal gavernment's promise to communitis o help tham defray the
expenses of educating chidren with special needs.

W st assure that schosl bave the esoures to et the calleges of so incrensingly diverso sulen poprtion with prograus or Kngsh language
tearners, including bilingual education, to close the achi §4p. We oppose language-base ination in all its forms, including in the provision
of education serviees, and encourage so-called English-plus fnitiatives because u\n}lilinguzklism is iucrvasingly valuable in the global economy.

We should create new Opportunity Academies arour the Tition betsveen high school and ealiege where disadvantaged students can get the intensive

academic preparation inmath, reading, writing, and study skills that will improve their Hkelihood for success i college and beyond,

Supporting tichools of xnovation.

Inorder to create a world-class educational system for all our students, we must allow experimentation in our public schools to find ot what works. The
Pemocratic Party supports cxpansion of charter schaoks, magnes schools, site-based sehools, yoar-round sehoots, and other nontraditional public school
aptions.

Charter schoots and other nontraditional public school options can free schaol leaders, teachers, parents, and community leaders to use their ereativity
and innovation to help alt students meet the highest academic standards. The Demoeratic Party will triple the number of charter schools in the nation.
And, we will ensure that these chatter schools ave fally - financially and academically - to students and the communities they serve, and that
they are indeed making progress in maximizing student achievement. Al public sehools should have the freedom to design their curriculum within high
standards and all public schools shovid compete for students - and we should start by hringing wniversal public schoo? chaice and competilion to oue
fovwest-performing pablic schools.

Let there he no mistake: what America needs are public schools that compete with one another and are held accountable for vesults, not private school
vouchers that drain resotirces from public schools and hand over the public's hard-carned tax dolars ta private schools with no accountability.

Closing the Opportunity Gap

Forly years ago, the Demoeratie platform discussed a Missile Gap as a measurement of America’s it avound the world and our sccurity heve
at howme. Taday, tao many Americans face an Opportunity Gap - a lack of the skills they nieed to be competitive in the global cconomy and have career
security in the workplace. The Opportunity Gap s also a chasm created by income disparity. discrimination hy race and gender, and the abandonment of
o inmer cities,

Many of today's workers will noed retraining over the next decade. Nearly ninety percent of companies say they alveady face a shortage of skilled workers.
The Opportunity Gap s costing American workers good jobs at goad wages - and it must be closed. AT Gore has proposed a hroad set of initiatives to
provide college education, lifelong learning, and ongoing skill development for all Americans.

College Education and Lifddong Learning for Al

With Demoeratic leadership over the past eight years, the percentage of young people who are entering college has gone up hy nearly 20 percent. In the
Information Age, it is clear that a college edueation is more important than ever. The HOPE Scholarship and Lifelme Learning Tax Credit have opened
the gates of college wider than ever belove. Pell grants are at their highest level e

Now we need to do move, We should make 2 eoflege education as wniversal as high sehool is today. Al Gore has proposed a new National Tuition Savings
program 1o tie together stale tuition savings prograins in more than 30 states so that parents can save for college tax-free and inflation-free. We propose
a tax cut for tnition and fees for post-high school education and training that allows families to choose cither a $10,000 & year tax deduction oz 2 $2.800
tax credit.

In today's economy, education showld ot be a timein a person's fife but a way of life. Fo keep up with the fast-moving, fast-changing economy, workers
raust have the ability to continue learning and upgrading their sills for a lifetime. The next great frontier in American sdveation is dramativalty
expanding opportunities for liflong learning, skill developrent, and trairing.

beliove that every hardwarking American should have the chance to use their best talents, That is why we support a major new commitment to
expanding worker training and skill development, including the ercation of national skills standards. Al Gore has calicd on companies and workers to build
mote partnerships for skill development. He has proposed incentives for states and employers to expand worker training. We should fund partnerships of
employers, colleges, unions, and others that will connect worker's to the trafning they nieed. We should create a new tax credit for employers who train
Eheir workers in the skills noeded in the Ness Ecouomy. We must also give new training that will extend sment insurance for those who
nced time to finish their training courses. Al Gore has called for new 401()) accounts - ke the 401(K)'s which so many Americans us¢ - that would et
employers help their employees save tax free and use those savings for he Hfclang learning for the employes ov their spouse, or their children's college
education. Al Gore has alsa called for a permancnt tax exemption to encourage emphoyers to provide tuition assistance benefits to their workers, and for
expanding this exemption so that entire families can benefit from these tuition bonefits as well.

Bridging the Digital Divide.

Democrats believe that every American - regardless of income, geography, race, or disability - should be able to reach across a computer keyboard, and
reach the vast new worlds of il e, and ication that ave available at the touch of a fingertip.

That is why Demoerats fought for the e-rate to wire every classroom and library to the Internct. I the next four years, we must finish connecting the job
and then go further.

Wemust Iaunch a new crusade - ealling on he resowrces of governinent, employers. the high-tech industry, commuity organizations, and wions - to
move toward full Internet access in every home, for every family, all across the United States. We must make sure that no famity or community is et out.
Wemust not rest until Internet access is universal.

We must also faunch a new national effort to provide basic skills in the newest technotogy. A1 Gore has proposed a major initiative to set and achieve a
national goal of computer Hteracy for overy child by the tine they finish the eighth grade. He has also calted for expanded technology training for workers,
ncentives for employers fo provide home compnters and Internet access to their workers, And wemust do more than merely teaching

v in the classroom and the workplace. Wo must dramatically expand teacher training in how to use the power of the Internct. We should also use
our AmeriCorps national sersice corps members to teach and promote the Internet in the schoals, Hbwaries, aud technology conters that nieed them the
tuost. America was the ploncer of wniversal eduoation; now America must bacome the pionear of wniversal computer Hteracy,
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Investing in Innovation

Technology is 1o longer just wondrous gadgets, it is an ever more integral part of our econonty - and an enormous part of what has been driving economic
growth. We need to harness technology's powsr and make sare Ametica stays on the cutting-edge.

That means continving to invest in experimentation, exploration, and innovation. Democrats recognize that a sustained public investment in fong term
basic research has been the Foundation for Ameriea's scientific and teohnologieal teadership. That's why both public and private investment in research and
development is crucial to sustaining our prosperity.

On the publie side, Democrats believe in donbling the current levels of i ini i gy research and bi ical research and
supparting the continued development of the Next GGeneration Internet - moving 1,000 times faster than today's Internet. We believe in helping universities
and federal laborataries become centers of innovalion that support and catalyze private sector growth. We also believe in the use of creative public-private
partnerships that will, when appropriate, help bring new products to market faster, We contine to support technology transfer - formning partnerships
Detsween industry and government that can help ensuee that Anerican companies and workers develop the technological tooks needed to compete in
tomorrow's glabal markets.

In the private sector, Democrats believe in supporting the startops, the small bosinesses, and the entrepreneurs that are making the New Economy go.
“This means making permanent the Research and Experimentation tax credit and expanding it to make it partially refundable so that smali businesses can
ily. Tt also means keeping cyberspace a duty-free zone so that American companies can sell goods avound the world and insist that other
countrics refrain from actions that impede commerce. To expand technology's worldside potential as a force for good, Al Gore has advanced a bold vision
for a new Global Information Infrastructure - a network of networks that sends messages and images at the speed of ight, across every continent - to
expand access to phone service and commonications, further improve the delivery of education and health cave, and create new jobs and industries,

Strengthening small husiness is a vital component of ecovomic innavation, job creation, and supporting entreprencurship. Smalt businesses have accounted
for more than 90 percent of the 22 million new jobs ereated with Democratie leadership. The Democratie Party is committed to sustaining and adding to
that level of growih of small businesses, including home based businesses. Demecrats believe that strengthening small businesses is a vital component of
strategies Lo create opportanity and ity ceonomic We will build on the tremendous progress of the Clinton-Gore Administration in
modernizing the Small Business Admisisiration and improving access to the Federal marketplace. We will fight to reform and strengthen programs to
combat diseriwination against women and minovity entreprenewrs, including Federal proewrement, because the playing field is stll not Jevel

Amepicans generate move new technologies, new inventions, and move creative works of software and entertainment than the citizens of any other country
i the world, American creativity contribrtes greatly to improving the quality of daily Hfe, helps us work more efficicntly, and enriches our national enlture.
America’s laws and policies must he tailared and equipped to nurture and advance this unique aspect of our national character. This means we must
ensure that sowad patent and copyright faws motivate owr inventors and creakors to pursue their vision, Internationally, we must work to build support for
strong intellectual property laws among the community of nations. including in trade agreements. We must take all steps necessary to seeare effective
enforcement of those laws - at hone and abroad - to eosure Lkat others do not steal intellcetunt property through piracy and other forms of theft,

Demaocrats know that technological innovation is eritical to maintaining 2 strong mannfacturing sector as we enter the Tnformation Age, Manufacturing is
a principat engine of productivity growth, a provider of jobs that pay family-supportive wages, and a significant source of exporss for paying our way in
the world economy. Al Gare and the Democratic Party will fight to keep America’s basic industries the most competitive in the world.

Protecting American Consumers

As our science and technology advance we must work hard to protect our oldest and most cherished valucs. That's why Al Gore, while supporting the
completion of the Human Genome Project. has championed legislation to ban genetic discritnination. Wlile fighting to expand Iuternet access, he has led
the Aduinistration's efforts ta give parents, schools, and communitics effective tools ta protect children from inappropriate content an-line, In pasticolar,
Al Gore has focused on the challenge of protecting Americans' personal privacy on-line as well as the medical and financial information that can all too
casily be intercepted and abused by others.

Al Gore has called for an Flectronic il of Rights for this electronic age - including the right to choose whether personal information is disclosed;
to know how, when, and how much of that fnformation is being used; the right to see it yourself; and the right to know if #s aceurate.

he vight

We must protect not only our privacy, hut the food we eat, the air we breathe, and the water we drink. That's why Democrats believe we cught to have a
wodern, science-based food safety systern, including meaningfid food tabelivg that also discloses where our food comes from, and that communities
should have the right to know about toxins that are released into the air and water.

Investing in Communities

Democrats bedieve at in building upon the record-hreaking prosperity and growth achieved in the past eight years, we nwust not leave any commonity
behind. Undex the leadership of Al Goro,the Empowerment Zones and Bniceprise Commoitis progeams hase bronght nex hope o ciies and rusal aveas

all aeross America, Now we need a new round of Eipowerment Zones o spread prosperity even further. The Cliston-Gor Markets Tniliative is
shining a spotlight on the untapped patential for erce, taurism, and i mmany ities, and Al Gore will extend these efforts to see
that the prosperity of the mainsireany economy (lows to the Main Streets e here. The Cli G inistration fought to the

Community Reinvestment Act and to create a network of Comumumity Development Banks, and Al Gore will continue that flght Democrats are committed
to building an Ameriea in which no neighborhood o town see joblessess and shuttered businesses commanplace o inesitable, and where no familiss ar
young adults surrender their God-given right to work hard and five the American dream.

Part of that drcant is horme ownership, Under Democratic leadeeship, we have achieved an all-time high in hame ownership, inctuding among groups that
have historically been left ont, We are committed to continuing this prngress, because home ownership is a foundation for building wealth and economic
security for familics, and it provides a vital anchr eabling neighborhoods to thrive, T too many communitics., however, owning or renting an affardable
ome seems an impossible dream. Al Gore and Democrats have long defended the mortgage intrrest deduction and the Low Income Iousing Tax Credi,
and believe we must reinvigorate our communities and support our families through partnerships and targeted i and

vedlining by lenders that will better harness the power of markets to ereate the housing we need. We must pay down the debt to keep intercst rates low, We
need to create a continuum of vare for homeless people so that they gt help in getting themselves off the streets and back on their fect, We must enswe
that housing costs in thriving communities do not outpace the income of middle class families. We must expand the supply of life eyole howsing, We must
encourage the renovation and construction of affordable housing closer to places of work and to mass transit so workers can get to their jobs withont
being tied up in traffic for hours.

n rural America, we have the opportunity to create a rural renewal on owr nation's farms with improved transportation and fnfrastructure, better access
ta eapital and techmology, reduced concenteation in agribusiness, and an expansion of new markels for owr erops, and strengthening our ability to compete
in world markets. The Internet can break down bay Farmers should
reccive ineentives to eonserse soil and improving farming and forestry techniques. The Republican Freedom to Farm Act has resulted in years of Jow prices
and necessitated billion dolfar baitouts. It is misguided and must be changed. Family farmers who work hard and smart should be able not only to sarvive

riers of geogeaphy and isolation and bring the raral economy into the nes cconony
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bt to thrise. Denocrats wil strengthen, not shred, the safety net for family farmers; we will open markets abwoad for thef et IARBRBwn our
backs on rwral communitics; we will work to ensure that they shave in the new prospevity we are budiding for all of America.

Livable Conumumities.
Across America a new movement is emerging as citizens work together to build more livable communities. These are communities where the streets are
safe and schools are good, where high wage jobs are not hours away from home, where people can get to work and run their errands without spending
hours stuek in Wraffic, where they nan breathe clean afr and sirink clean water, where the spirit of comnzunity reigns.

Demacrats believe communities know best and that they shonld have the resourees and tools they need to act on their decisions, to have the ability to
ereate communities of which famdies can be proud, We want to transforns out-of-control sprawl to well-planned smart growth,

That is why we support the "Better America Bonds™ - tax credits for state and local bonds to build more livable comuumities. We must help communities
reconnect to the land around them, preserve open spaces, buitd parks, improve water quality, and redevelop rusty old brosen ficlds. We need to help save

farms from being twrped into sirip malls and parks from being paved over, We should acquive new Tands for urban and suburban Forests and recreation
sites and set aside wetfands, coastal and wildlife preserves. And it is time we enhanced our quality of life by unclogging our nation's roads and airports,

Al Gore and the Demosratic Party support the building of igh-speed rait systems in major transportation corxidors across the nation. High-speed rail
veduces highway and aivport congestion, improves air quality, stimulates the economy, and broadens the scope of personal choice for traveling between
our communitivs, W support hew grants to Ambrak and the states for improving and expanding passenger rail routes and corridors,

Opening Markets Arownd the World

Exports sustain about 1 in 5 American factory jobs - jobs that pay mare than jobs not tied to the glohal economy. Open markets spur innovation, speed the
growth of new industries, and make our businesses more competilive. We must work to knock down barriers to fair trade so other nation's markets are
as open as our own.

“frade has been an important part of our economsic expansion - about a third of our economic growth in recent years has come from selling American
goods and services overscas. Thera is no doubk that with trade - and with investments in giving American workers the skills they need - we ean out-compete
wworkers anywhere in the world.

It's clear welive in a globalized world - and that there is no turning back. But globalization is neither good nov evil. Ttis a fact - and we have to deal with it.
Demmocrats believo we must be leaders in the nest global econosny., not foliowers. We hefieve that globalization will work for alf Ameticans only if there are
rules of tha road, as in the domestic ceonomy, that promote bath a strong economy and our basic American valies.

We need to make the global economy work for all. That means making sure that all trade agreements contain provisions that will protect the environment
and labor standards, as well as open markets in other countries. Al Gore will ingist on and use the authority fo enfarce sworker rights, human rights, and
nyironmantal ions in those . We should use trade to lift wp standards around the world not drag down standards here at home,

True open trade is not just about profits, but about people; not a race to the bottom, bt & dash to the top; about a rising tide lifting the boats of workers
here and abroad; about reinforcing the vatues of freedom and liberty and the rule of law in the hearts and minds of people everywhere, The test of open
trade in the years ahead is whether it empowers the many and not just the few, shether its biessings are widely shaved, whether it helps to ift the poor out
of poverty; and whether it works for working people.

Democrats know that to build a new consensus {or more open trade, we must give workers the tools they need to compete in the global economy and
support rules that will protect workers' rights, human rights, aud environmental protections. That's why owr ifelong learning and skill developuent
proposals are so important, American workers need access to ongeing skills deselopment so that they have the tools they need to suceved iu the New
Egonoray. In addition, our hade adjustiment assistance programs should be improved so that ail affected workers receive timely and adequate
including measures to address health care coverage and pension protections.

With the leadership of 81 Gore, Democrats helped America's steel tudustry weather the cffects of the Astan financial crisis. As President, Al Gore will move
aggressively to reduce our overall trade deficit and stap the erosion of good paying manufacturing jobs. This includes negotiating tough agroements to
reduce our persistent automotive trade imbalances with our major trading partners. We must continue to monitor imports and, consistent with the World
Trade Organization, ensure that the United States whilizes alt of its trade kasws and other mechauisms, including product specific safeguacds, to stop
quickly and effectively any import surges when they threaten our workers and communities.

‘The President should be able to negotiate trade agreements with the nations of the world and should inelude worker rights, umian rights, and

runenis fons in thse ag , as well as market opening initiatives. At the same time, Al Gore will chalienge American companies to
ensure Iabor protections and worker safely at their overseas ions. And S, ives at the jonal Monetary Fund and the World Bank
shouid also seck to advance fair treatment for workers internationally. We should create an environment in which electronic cominerce ean [lowrish

globally as it has here in America. We are committed to supporting the rights of workers around the world. And we should vigorously monitor trade
agreements to make swre other nations are not shirking their responsibilities.

are itted to ing the problem of manipulative corporate tax shelters, including in the international contex?, that uadermine the
public’s faith in the faieness of owr voluntary tax system. At the same time, we must ensure na tax provision has the effect of encouraging corporations to
locate in other countries at the expense of Amer

Building a 21st Century Government

Sinee he took office, Al Gore has led the way in reinventing government - making government more offective in its mission of service to the public, Under
his leadership the foderal workforce has been cut by 377,000, making it the smallest government since Diwight D. Eisenhower was president. This has been

throngh on and partnership. Sixteen thousand pages of regulations were scrapped, From fea testers to mohaiv subsidies to the
Navy's awn dairy farm, over 200 outdated and unnecessary government programs have been eliminated. As a percentage of the workforce, the federal
government is the smallest it has been since the New Deal.

We have saved over $135 billion - contributing to the surplus and our prosperity. But we have saved semething much more precious as wdl We have
begun: to carn back the faith and trust of the American peaple in their democralic institutions. Trust in government has almost doubled. The first
customer survey ever taken of American's satisfaction with the services government delivers found that fully 66 percent felt service had improvedin the
tast two years and rated government services at levels almost as bigh as serviees in the private sector.,

“Today, our government is focused on emphasizing restilts over red tape, offering Americans quality service, old-fashioned common sense, and working in
parinership with the private sector to achieve commuon goals. Republicans attack public workers and tear down public services. We have empowered
govermment workers and improved public services.
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Now e noed to go much furthr. We have ended the era of big government; its time to ead the era of old government, Wetebdes JAQ3 YR ermnent
swhere Americans can casily Find the services they needs one that is on-line all the time with no nced to wait in line, an open

Government that's always open. On the Internet, citizens will be able to help cut crime in thelr neighborhood, notify government of potentially dangerous
environmental hazards, ot sign wp for a clinical trial of the Iatest advances in medicine. And all of this wilt be done while protecting everyone’s personal
privacy and with the highest fevels of universal access and security. This new e-government will break down barriers to service, redtuce costs, and make
goserument accessible for all

We must forge partnerships between labor and management that rocognize the interests of both sides while uniting both front-tine government workers
and managers in a common crusade to improve government pevformance.

tion is &

We must ensure that government bas the tools and expertise necessary to provide high-quality services. Democrats do not believe that privati
panacea. Some services ave inhevently public. Democrats also befieve that, to enstre government works better and costs fess, public anplosees must be
allowed to compete both for their current work and for new work. When government work is contracted out to private comparics, they should adhere to
same level of accomntability as public agencies aud those arranganents must incorporate labor, safety, health, civil rights, and other important
safeguards.

Wemust also continue to decentralize our government, to make it more flexible and responsive towards ities and individuats, and to turn its focus

towards empowering Americans to take charge of their own lives.

Faith-based and ity-based organizations have always been at the forefront in combating the havdships facing familics and rommunitics.
Demacrats believe it is time that government found ways to harness the power of faith-bused organizations in tackling social ills such as drug addition,
jusernle violence, and hamelessness. However, in contrast fo the i macrats believe that partaerships with faith-based organizations should
augment - ok veplace - government programs, should respect First Amendment protections, and should never use taxpayer funds to proselytize or to
support discrimination.

Valuing Work

Demograts beliose in hard work and we believe that work must pay. 1 is what has made America greal. There is a basic bargain at the heart of the
American story - hard work should be both requived and rewarded. Democrats also believe that those who de work hard shauid not be stuck in place - they
should get ahead. And those who work hard should have  voice in their workplace.

Supporting Working Fawmilies.

Demacrats know that workers' freedom to choose a voiee at work is 2 fundamental American tight that must never be threatened, never be obstructed,
never be taken away. Fron: the Industrial Age to the Information Age, unions have given warking people the chance to improve their living standards and
have a voice o the job. The Clinton-Gore Administvation stopped the Team Act, defeated 1 national right-to-work Jaw, and fought for the resources to
enforce warker protections. Al are will protect our wage and hour laws, including the forty-hour workweek and overtime requiranents, and stand firm in
support of the Davis-Bacon act and the Service Contract act, He has atso proposed reforming governmeut eontracting vules to ensure that taxpayer
doltars do 1ot o to companics that brenk basic labor laws. Democrals have always believed in making work pay.

We are fighting for a new ergonomic standard and whistle-bl ions. We hase stood p for the N:
protect the right of working families to participate in the pobl]m] [)l acess when it was under attack.

tional Labor Relations Board and fought to

Now we must go further - not just playing defense against misgwided Ropublican attempts to set back the cause of worker's rights, it moving the ball
forward, We need a new national law banning permanent striker replacement workers - so tat workers' right to organize into a union and bargain with
their croplayers are never compromised. While we have made the workplace the safest ever, we need to further inerease workplace safety. We should
stiffen penalties for emploer interference with the right to organize and violations of other worker rights. We must also reform labor laws to protect
rights to axercise their voices and organize into uniens by providing for a more lved playing field betsween management and labor duing
organizing drives, and facilitating the ability of workers to organize and o bargain collectively.

Rewarding Work for All.

Democrats belicve in an eeonomy that works for evaryone and gives everyone  thance to work. We have made a good start by fighting for the Farmned
Income Tax Credit which has helped millions of Amevican families work their way aut of poverty. We wan the battle for increasing the minimum wage.

¢ by more fully extend the benefit of the
Earned Income Tax Creit o working families, again raising the minimum wage, and giving American workers the skills they need to make it in today's
economy, Wewill vigorously enforce protections against on-the-job discrimination, reassert our belief in an equat day's pay for an equal day's work, seck
to prevent the cxploitation of workers, and ensure that the nation's worker protection faws are enforeed.

Now we must do mare. We must bring all Amevicans who are willing to work hard into the dircle of prosperi

Demacrats believe that one way we value and reward havd work is to modernize, strengihien, and sustain the nation's nnemployment compensation systam
- a bedrock protection against poverty for millions of workers and their families. Today, the systen serves far fewer working families than in the past and
many especially vulnerabie workers - such as low wage workers, scasonal employess, contingent sorkers, and women - are especially likely to falt outside
the system’s protective safety net. Democrats believe we must fight to update and upgrade the nation's wemployiment system, to stabilize its fading,
extend eligibility to move warkers, and improve benefits.

We know that oven as the sconomy changes and expands, millions of workers will continue to labor in jobs that pay low wages and may not require
sigrificant education or skills. Many of these workers ave women, people of color, or recent koumigrants. ‘thiese workers provide invaluable services to
American society and their work has great dignity. Demoerats are committed to enstwing that these workers - no less than their counterparts inmore
highly-skilled, better paid positions - ave treated with dignity, respect, and Fairness on the job. Dewacrats also believe that workers n temporary, part-
time, and contract jobs stoutd be treated fairly and carn the wages and benefits they deserve beeause of the jobs they do.

Requiring Work from AlL.

With Bill Clinkon and Al Gore in the White House, we changed the nation's welfave system - transforming the program inko one that encourages and
promates work. Since 1993, the welfareofls have falien to their lowest Jevels in over 30 years. Today, millions of parents now have the dignity of

step is to help these new workers move into the economis: mainstream 0 that they can

. Al Goreds counnited o elping neve workers and thos sl on he rlls gt he]p with

restore fairness to 1(),,;;\1 Smmigrants - these Americans also deserve access o the American dream.

Our fundamental mission is to expand prosperity, not government. But the choices government makes can help or kurt prosperity. For the past eight
years, Americans have counted on Demacrats to wake the right choices. The resulting prosperity is clear. Now, in another moment of big choices.
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Democrats stand ready to lead again - with a record of results and a vision for the future:

PROGR

Fight years ago, many citizens bad come to aceept the idea that America's best days were behind her: that crime, welfare, teen births, divisiveness and
fwresponsibility would continue to rise; that our air and water would keep gelting dirtier; and that our essential sucial safety net programs were fated to go
broke.

Iostead, with the leadership of today's Democratie Party, the past decade has seen not just a rebirth of Ameriean prosperity, but a new season of progress
inmceting our challenges and living up to our sbligations. Crime s dovwn to its lowest levels in & generation - the longest dectine on record, teen births ave
dosen seven years i & row, adoptions are up hy 30 percent, millions of Americans have moved off the welfare rolls and onto the payrol
just better off, it is better,

But Democrats know that it must be better still. So we want to use this moment to bring even more progress to America, To make America safer.
healthier, more secure, To clean up owr environment and owr polities. To make the job of pavents easior and to bring us together as one Ameri

2.
Fighting Crime

Demacrats beliove government’s most basic duty is to establish law, order, and freedom nd keep citizens safe from crime. When erime is rampant,
£amilies are forced off the streets and behind closed doors. When children are ducking for cover, they have a hard time reaching for their dreams. When
peaple are afraid to walk in their own neighborhood, communities are rohbed of the basic sense of decency and togetherness. When an oves
justice system lets thugs off casy, good parents have a harder time teaching their childven right from wrong.

Bilt Clinton and Al Gore took office determined to burn the tide in the battle against crime, drugs, and disorder in our communities. They put in place a
tougher move comprehensive strategy than anything tried before, a strategy to fight crime on every single front: miare police on the streets to thicken the
thin blue fine between order and disorder, tougher punishments - including the death penalty - for those that dare to terrorize the tmnocent, and smarter
prevention to stop erime hefore it even starts.

They stoedup to s gan lobby, to pass the Brady Bilt and ban deadly assault weapons - and stopped nearly half a million felons, fugitives, and stalkers
from buying guns. They fought for and won the biggest anti-drug budgets in history, every single year. Thes funded new prisan cells, and expanded the
death penalty for cop killers and terrorists.

Heve ave the results of that strategy: serious erime is down seven years in a row, to its lowest level in a quarter—century. Violent crime is down by 24
percent. The murder rate is down ta levels unseen since the mid-1660's, The number of juveniles committing hamicides with guns is down by nearly 60
percent.

But we have just begun to fight the forces of lawlessness and violence. We eammot go back to the finger-pointing and failed strategies that led to that steep
vise in crime in the Bush-Quayle years. We can't surrender to the right-wing Republicans who threatened fanding for new police, who tried to gut evime
‘preventian, and who would invite the NRA into the Oval Office. Nov will we go Lack to the old approach which was tough on the causes of crime, but nnt
tough enough on erime itself.

With Al Gore as President, America won't go back. We will move forward. We will fight to increase the number of comnwmity potice on onr streets. We
will fight o give police the high-tech taols and the training they need to keep aur steeets safe and our famities secure. We wil toughen the laws against
serious and vielent crime to restore the sense of order that says to chifdren as well as to criminals: don't even think about committing a crime here, We
will reform a justics system that spills half a million prisoners back anta our streets sach year - many of them addicted to drugs, aurehabilitated, and jnst
waiting to commit another crime. We will make schools safe havens for studlents to learn and teachers to teach. We believe that in death penalty cases,
DNA testing should be used in all appropriate ci andt o should bave effestive assistance of counsel. In all death row cascs, we
enconrage thovongh post-conviclion reviews. We swill put the rights of victims and families first again. And we will push for more crime prevention, to stop
the next generation of crime before it too late

Victims' Rights.

We nced a criminal justice system that both wpholds our Constitution and reffects our values. Too often, we bend over hackward to protect the right of
Al Gore believes in a Victims' Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution - one
that is consistent with fund: 1C: . Victims must have a voice in triat and other proceedings. their safety must be a factar in
the sentencing and release of their attackers, they must be notiied swhan an offender i relcased back inka their community, they maust have a right to
compensation from their attacker. Onr justice system should place vietims and their famdlies in their rightfl place.

criminals, but pay no attention to those whe are huet the most

Ending the Revolving Door.

treat them for addictions, and break ap the drag rings inside owr prison system. Drug and
Al Gore believes we should make prisoners a simple deal: get clean

We have to test prisoners for drugs while they ave in jai
aloohol abuse are implicated in the crimes of 80 percent of the criminals behind bars
to et out, stay clean to stay out, And this deal should bo non-negotiable.

We should do even move to make sure that when criminals feave jail, they leave a life of crime betuind. #e should impose strict supervision of those who
have jnst been released on parole - i insist that they obey the aw and stay off drugs. I roturn, we should help them make it i the workplace: Al Gore

believes that ending the revolving door, in i with more ermined efforts at p ion, will hoth combat eriine and ultimately reduce rates of
incarceration that ave so tragically bigh in rany communi

Fighting the Scourge of Drugs and Gangs.

We should send a strong message to every American child: drugs ave wrong, and drugs can kill you. We need te dry up drug demand, hold up drugs at the
border, and hreak up the drag rings that are spreading poison on our streets. We should open more drug courts, to speed justice for drug-velated crimes;
double the number of drug hot-spots where we aggressively tavget our enforcement efforts; expand drug treatment for at-risk youth; and make sure that
all of onr school zones are drug-free zoues - by stiffening the penalties to those who would use children to peddle deugs, and thase who would sell drugs
anywhere near onr schaols. We know that to dry wp drug demand, we must provide drug treatment upon demand. To empower communilies protoet
themselyes from organized eriminal conduct, the Democrats support giving communities relief against gang related crimes. We should be tough on drugs
no matter which form they take and should not iscriminate in sentencing.

Strong and Sensible Gun Laws.

A shocking fevel of gun violence on our strects aud in our schools has shown America the ueed to keep guns away from those who shouldut have them - in
ways that respect the rights of hunters, sportswaen, and legitimate gun owners. The Columbine tragedy struck Amevica's heart, but in its wake Republicans
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Democrats believe that we should fight gun erime on alf fronts - with stronger kaws and stronger enforeement. Thats why Democrats fought and passed
the Brady Law and the Assault Weapons Dan. We increased federal, state, and local gus crime prosecation by 22 percent since 1992, Now gun crime s
dosen by 35 percent.

Now we must de even more. We need mandatory ehild safety locks, ta protect our children. We should require a photo lieense 1D, a full background
check, and a gan safety test to buy a new bandgun in Amexica. We support more federal gun prosecutors, ATF agents and inspectors, and giving states
and ities anolher 10,000 to fight gun crime.

Fnding Racial Prafiling.

Good policing demands 1nutual trust and respect between the community and the police, We shouldri let the acts of a few rogue officers undermine that
trust or the reputation of the outstanding work of the vast majoriky of our dedicated inen and worpen in blue. That is why we need to end the unjust
practice of racial profiling in America ~ because it's not only unfair, it is inconsistent with America’s commmity policing success, it is a violation of the
basic American principle of innocent until proven guilty, it views Americans a5 members of groups instead of as individuals, and it is just plain shoddy
policing. We believe that all law enforcement agencies in America should adopt a zero-tolerance policy toward racial profiling.

Hate Crimes.,

‘The very purpose of hate crimes is to dehumanize and stigmatize - not only to wound the vietim, but also to distort the American conscience. Every crime
is a danger to Americans' lives and liberty. Hate eviines ave more than assaults on people, they ave assaults on the very idea of America. They should be
pumished with extra force, Protections showld include hate viotenes hased on gender, disability or sexual orientation, And the Republican Congress should
stop standing in the way of this pro-civil rights, anti-crime legistation.

Protecting Our Most Vulnerable Chtizens.

Our most vulnerable deserve special potections. We need tougher penalties against all sex offenders, We should raise the penalties for those who commit
crimes against the elderly. We should give fedderal prosceutors new tools to fight fraud and abuse. We shoutd move aggressively to shut down fraudulent
telemarketers who karget the elderly. We beliove that we nust overcome copstitutional objections and reenact a strong new faw to combat violence agaist
women. And if you commit any vislent erime in front of a child, yo showld pay an even higher price for #: more time in jail,

Ending Domestic Violence.
Viokmee in the home is an olten silent terror in the ves of millions, We have to make sure that all battered women have the legal protection and the
support they need to be safe in their own communitics, aud to keep ther attackers away. By stopping domestic violence, we can alsa break the generational

cyele of violence, We know that when children grow up in abusive families, they are more likely to become abusers themselves.

Stopping Crime Before it Statts.

Demacrats also know that all Americans are better oft if we stop cvime before it claims new victims, rather than focusing single-mindedly on pursuing
perpetrators after the harm is done. That is why we are Firmly commitied to sound and proven crime-prevention strategies that are good for ail
Americans. Solid imvestments in children and youth, in job creation, and in skills development are powerful antidates to crime.

Judges and the Supreme Court.

W wil fight o il the vacancies on the federat bench o make sure we have enough judges to promptly decide all cases and to end Republican delays in the
Senate that have kept qualified nominees, especially women and minorities, waiting Hterally for years for a Senate vote, Demoerats oppose efforts to strip
the federal courts of jurisdietion o decide eritical issues affecting workers, imumigrants, veterans and others of access to justice. And, unfike Republicans,
Al Gore will appoint justices te the Supreme Court who have a demonstrated concern for and commitment to the individuat rights protected by our
Constitution, incfuding the right ta privacy.

Vatuing Our Families

Government does not raise children, families do. But government can help make the hardest job in the world - being a parent - a little casicr. Today,
families come in a1} different shapes and sizes, but they a1l face similar challenges. Govermnent should be on the side of parents - making it easier for
them to raise their children and pass down their vaties. With Democrats in the White House, we have passed the Family and Medical Leave law, which has
been used by 20 million Americans to care for a newborn baby oz a sick loved one. Al Gore led efferts to create the voluntary TV ratings system, to put the
V-chip in all new TV sets sold in America so that parents can stop the assault of graphic images in their children’s lives, and to iusist on a quick and casy
way for all Internet users to be able to make offeusive web sites off limits to their clildren.

Balancing Work and Family.

1 we are to value our families, we hiave to make much more progress. Strengthening America’s families means helping parents make time for their
children. We need o find new ways to help parents balance work and family so that they will have time to pass on the right values to their children. Already
millions of Americans have benefited from the Pamily and Medical Leave law, now we need to expand it so that i covers parcal-teacher visits aud
childron'’s routine medical appointments. And we will extend the Jaw ta cover more employers so that more working funilies erjoy this vital protection
diring times of family and medical need. We should urge cmployers to make workplaces more parent-fricndly; explore strategies, including voluntary
inifiatises and policy refocms, that can provide income suppart for workers during periods of family and medical fcave; call on parents ta be more involsed
in their children’s learnin
should not penatize families by forcing couples to pay more in taxes just because they have made the sacred commitment of marriage to one another, We
should also provide grants to ity and faith-hascd organizations to help couples prepare for and strengthen their marriage and relationships,
become beter parents, and veduse domestic violence,

and fix the “marriage penalty” so that parents can spend more tine at home and Jess time trying to make ends meet. We

Child Care and Earty Childhood Eduecation,

Democrats believe in making child care more affardable through targeted tax cuts and other investments, in improving the safety and quality of child cave
centers, in ensuring that children start school ready to read, and in giving a helping hand to parents who decided to stay at home with their children. We
noed both higher pay and higher standards for child cave workers - and they necd to get training so that they can o their jobs well, &t is a priority of the
Democratie Party to fully fund Head Start.

Eldercare.
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the Baby Baomers are the first generalian with more parents than children. Many familics are doing allthey can ta help 09 P AMQIRR dderty
parents. Fhese families are doing the right thing - and Awerica must be on theie side. We must da more to suppert the familics and individuals who are
caring for relatives suffering from long-term ilinesses at home ot at institutions. We should provide Americans with long-term care mieeds and their
caregivers a $3,000 tax orechit. We should hold those who care for owr nalion's clderly to the highest standards and improve these workers' wages,
benefits, training, and warking conditions. We should make sure that every community in the country has a program o offer caregivers eritical
information, referrats, and respite from the difficult work of caving for a loved ane.

Fatherhood.

Promoting responsible fatherhood is the critieal next phase of welfare reform and one of the most important things we can do to reduce child poverty.
“Phree tines more men ackiowledged paternity in 1908 than in 1093, THis is a first step toward giving ta a child the cmotional and financial support a
father must give to merit the name.

Bemacrats believe in cracking dovwn on deadbeats sho abandon their children. So we must require all fathers who ose child support Lo pay or go o wor
strengthen child support mfercement, including increasing the amount of child support that gets paid directiy to poor Families; and make it harder for
parents who owe child support to get nw aredit cards. However, we also recognize that, in addition to dead beat dadls there are dead broke dads. Thus
Democrats support helping those men who want to reconneet with their famities and who want to hecome a positive force in Uhe lives of their children.

Responsible Entertainment.

Pavents are struggling to pass on the vight values in a culwe that sometimes seems to practically seream that cbaos and eruelty are cool, Democrats
have worked to give parents the tools to bave more control over the images Iheir children are exposed to. Paents and the entertainment industry must
aceept more responsibility. Many parents are not awave of the resources availabile to them, such as the V-chip techmology in television sets and Internet

and exercise

filterimg devices, that can help them shicld children from violent entertainment. The entertainment industry must accept more responsi
‘move self-restraint, hy strictly enforcing movie ratings, by taking a close look at violence in its own advertising, and by determining whether the ratings
tems are allowing too many children o he exposed to too much violence and cruclty.

Dermocrats call for the reinstatcment of the Fairness Doctrine by the Federal Communications Commission. We believe in public sapport for the arts,
including the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Public and private investment in creativity and cultural
heritage - the arts and humarities - is an i in the education of our children, i the well being of our carnmunities, in the strength of our economy,
and in spreading the dream of democracy throughout the world.

Accesible, Affordable, Quality Health Care

For fifty years, the Democratic Parfy has been engaged in a hattle 2o provide the kind of health care a great nation owes its people, We reaffirm our
commitment to take concrete, specific, vealistic steps to move toward the day when every American has affordable health coverage. And we will not rest
wntil he job is done.

During the past cight years, Demoerats have helped Americans koep their doctor when they lose or change jobs, We passed the Child Health Insurance
Program to help states provide heaith coverage to millions of uninsured children - the largest single investment in childreris bealth in a 35 years. We kept
solvent a Medicare system that was scheduled to go bankeupt this year. Wa brought immunization raes to an afi-time high,

In contrast, the Republican Party hs refused to use one permy of the surplus to secure the solvency of Medicare and has supported plans that would
increase Medicare premiurns, farce elderly patients into HMOs andraise the digibility age for Medicare ta 67. They have adamantly opposed the Patients®
Bill of Rights and propased instead a mirage *Patient's Bill of Goods” that would leave out a real guarantee of the right o ses a specialist and assurances
that you can go to the nearest emergency roam - and leave out 135 million Americans in the cold.

Istead of the guaranteed, wiversal preseription drug bene(it that Democrats believe should be added to Medicave, Republicans are proposing to leave to
insurance companies the decisions about whether and where a drug benefit might be offered, what it would inchude, and how much it would cost. Studies
suggest that less than haif of seniors will be able to use this benefit.

Universal Health Coverage.

There is much more keft to do. We must redowble our efforts to bring the uninsurel into coverage step-by-step and as soon as possible, We should
graranioe aceess to affordable health care far every child in America. We shonkl expand coverage to working familics, including more Medieaid assistance
ta help with the transition from welfave to work. And we shouid also seck to ensure that dislacated workevs are pravided affordable health care. We
shoutd make health cave accessible and affordable for smalt businesses. In addition, Americans aged 55 to 65 - the fastest growing group of uninsured -
should he allowed to buy into the Medicare program to get the caverage they need. By taking these steps. we can mave our pation dloser to the goal of
providing wniversal health coverage for all Americans.

A Real Patients’ Bill of Rights,

Medical decisions should be made by patients and their doctors and nurses, not accountants and burcaucrats at the end of a phone line a thousand miles
away. It is time we meaningfully addressed cancerns about the quality of care and about the decline of patient, access, trust, and satisfaction. People need
to get the health carve they need, when they need it, without having to leap endiess hurdies. Americans need a real, enforceable Patients® Bill of Rights with
the vight £ sec a specialist, the xight to appeal decisions Lo an outside board, guaranteed coverage of emergency room care, and the right to sue when they
ave ifairly denied coverage.

Al Gore will work with & wide range of stakeholders to develop a national strategy to reduee medical ervors, including appropriate public reporting,
analysis of root causes, and development of error prevention models. Demaerats also believe that dators, nurses, and ather health care practitioners
rmust be allowed to advocate freely on behalf of their patients.

Protecting and Strengthening Medicare,

Tt is time we ended the ragedy of dderly Americans heing forced to choase hetween meals and medication, ¥t is time we modernized Medicare witha new
prescription drug benefit. This is an essentiat step in making sure that the best new cures and therapies are avaitable to owr semors and disabled
Americans. We cannot afford to permit our seniors Lo veceive only part of the medical care they need,

Pemocrats believe Medicare is worth (ighting for - and worth saving. With the number of Americans on Medicare expected to double ix the next 3:
Al Gore has stepped up and taken responsibility by praposing a Medicare Lock Box that would insure Medicare surpluses are used for Medicare - and not
for pork barvel spending or tax giveaways. We should also modernize Medicar by promoting competitive prices and remain vigilant against Medicare

fraud,
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Our newest medical miracles gise s the chance to make significant progress in haltling some of the most dreaded diseases. Demacrats believe that we
must invest in biomedical rescarch and continue to fight and conquer everything from AIDS to Alzbeimers to Diabetes to Parkinsons to spinal cord
inuries. We must speed up the development of new drugs and get them ta patients sooner while maintaining essential health and safety standards. We

should allow stem cell research o make important new discoveries. We should expand prevention and widen aceess to dlinical trials, And we should devote
more resources to liminating disease disparities among racial and ethnic groups.

Our pation must do all it can to focus its efforts on fighting HTV and ATDS. A top priovity for Democrats will be the continued investment in research,
prevention, care, treatment, and we are deeply committed to the search for a cure. Democrats continue to support important programs such as the Ryan
ite CARE Act, the Housing Opportunitics for People with ATDS program, and incentives to return Americans with HiV/AIDS to work.

For a generation, America has been waging a war on cancer. Al Gore believes it is tine we started winning it, Because of astonishing scientifie
Dreakthroughs, the day that America is cancer-fee is within reach, With the completion of the draft of the Fuman Genome, we are on the verge of
cracking cancer's secret code, Democrats believe in Laking advantage of this progress by doubling Federal cancer research.

Fighting Teen Smoking,

Al Gore s committed to dramatically reducing teen suzoking in America. ILis time we freated underage tobaceo use like the heath cri hat's why
wwe need to give the FDA full authority to keep cigarettes away from children, We must tatch tie power of big tabaceo's advertising dollars witha
counter-campaign that telis kids e traith about the dangers of smoking and the risks of eancer to themselves and to others through second-hand smoke.
And e showld double our investment in efforts to prevent teen smoking and break the deadly grip of nicotine addiction.

State attorneys general across America have reeovered hillions of dollars from the tobacen industry for damages caused by tobaceos' advertising directed
at our chikdren and for the death and disease created by cigavettes. Now Republicans are Irying to stop the tnitod States Justice Department from
pursuing similar litigation to hold the tobacco companies accountable for the damages they have caused to American taxpayers. We helieve it is wrong to
insulate the tohacco companies from Hahility for their wrongdoing.

Mental Health,

Mental iliness has Tong been conceatod behind & shroud of silence and shame, Menta? illness affects ncarly one in five Americans cach year, but nearly two-
thirds of those Americans affected by mentat disorders do not receive help. When mental iflness goes mtreated, undiagnosed, and unmentioncd, people are
denied the oppartunity to live full tives and our nation is dented their full contribution. beliewe in supporting familics caring for ovod ones with
mental illness by strengthening our community mental health system, providing access to full mental health covernge for every child in America, giving
teachers and schools move mental health resources, and ensucing that mentat illness and physica iliness ave treated equally by our nation's health plans.

Disnbilities.

Democrats believe that we must fight to ensure that people with disabilities can meet their full potential and participate fully in the American drearn. For
people with disabilities accessing affordable health inswrance is the greatest barrier to returning to work. That is why we fought lo assure that people with
disabilitics do not lose their health care when they retuwn to work. Democrats also support tax crecdits and grants o pay for rehabilitation and work-
related expenscs for people with disabilities, And we support all efforts to implement the Supreme Court's Olmstead devision and to make personal
assistance services and supports available to people with disabilities in their homes and conymunities - becatise no one should be kept in a nursing home or

institution il they prefer Yo live i the community with the necessary supports.
Choice

The Demneratic Party stands behind the right of every woman to choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, and regardless of ahility to pay. We believe it is a
fundamental constitutional Iiberty that individusl Ameticans - not goveriment - ean best take responsibility for making the most difficult and intensely
personal decisions regarding reprodnction. This year's Snpreme Court rulings show to us all that dliminating a woman's right to choose is anly one justice
avay. That's why the stakes in this cloction arg as high as ever.

O goal is to make abertion Jess necessary and more rave, not more difficult and more dangerous. We support contraceptive research, family planiing,
comprehensive family fife education, and poticies that snpport healthy childbearing, The abortion rate is deopping. Now we must continue to support
effrts to reduce unintended pregnancics, and we call on afl Americans to take personal responsibility to meet this important goal.

The Democratic Party is a party of inclusion. We respect the individual conscience of each American on this difficni issus, and we welcome all owr
memhers to participate at cvery level of our party. This is why we are prond to put into our platform the very words which Republicans refuscd to let Bob
Dolo put into their 1096 platform and which they refused to even consider putting in their platform in 2000: "While the party remains steadfast in its
commitment to acancing its historic principles and ideals, we also rocognize that members of our party have deeply held and sometimes differing views
omissucs of personal conscicnce like abortion aud capital punishment, We view this diversity of views as a source of strength, mot as a sign of weakness,
and we welcom into our ranks ali Americans who may hold differing positions on these and other issues. Recognizing that tolerance is a virtue, we are

committed to resolving our differences in a spirit of cb

ity, hope and mutual respect.”
Protecting Our Environment

Democrats know that for all of us there is no move solemn responsibitity than that of stewards of God's creation. That is why we have sorked for cight
yoars to produce the cleanest environment in deoades: with cleancr air, cleaner water, and a safer food supply; a record number of toxic waste dumps
cleaned up: new smog and soat standards so that children with asthma and the elderly would be able to live better lives: and a strong international treaty
to begin combating global sarming - in a way that is market-hased and realistic, and dues not Jead to economic cooling

From the Redwood forests to the Plorida Everglades, from the trand Canyon to Yellowstone to Yosemite, we have protested millions of acres of our
precious naturat lands. We stopped devlopment in Americals last wild plases. Teddy Roosevelt saw our national parks as the playground of the people -
there for average famities to enjoy with camping and hiking. Today's Republicans see them as the playground of the powerful - there for big bsinesses to
exploit with drilling and mining. The Republicans have tried to sell off national parks; gut air, water, and endangered specics protections; let polluters off
the hook: and put the spectal interests ahead of the people’s interest. They are wrong. Out natural environment is too precious and too important to waste.

Al Gore is committed to restoring the Everglades; protecting the ccasts of California and Flovida and the Avctic National Wildlife Refuge froms oif and gas
dilling: andmmm\g our untotched forests, including the Tongass, from lagging and development. With regard to public lands, Democrats believe that

al interests, and agencies should work tngether te protect our public resources, rrmm! habitat aveas, and wildlands
while ensuing the vitality of local economies. We will work together to find land-based alternatives and ies that will
permanently end the acean disposat of contaminated dredge spoils.
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Once Americans werefod to beticve they had to make a chaice hetwetn the economy and the eiromment. They now know (ot trs 80 8RB oice, But
thereis  veal choics to make in 2000; whether we wifl protect our anvironment i ways that ave practical and achievable ot go back to the poliies that ted
to generations of envi 1 ion and i

Wehave to do what's right for our Earth bocause it is the marat thing to do. It involves all of our lives - from the simple scomrity of having clean safe,
vetiable, affordable clecticity for your home; to America’s ahility to build and sell the best new clean cars, trucks, and technology to the world; to guarding
ow children from the sunmer smog that is made worse by global warming, and securing for our grandchildren the expectation of a joyfet array of
seasons that we took for granted when we grew up ourselses.

Democrats belleve we must give Americans incentives to bavest in driving more fuel-efficient cars, trucks, and sport utifity vehicles: living in more energy-
efficient homes, and using more enviroumentally-sound appliances and equipment. We need to clean up aging power plants. We must ivest in rebuilding
and improving our trausportation nfrastructure and enstre that we adequately mainkatn these systcus for the future. Americans need and rely on diverse
transportation sources, and our public infrastructore priorities should reflect that diversity.

We should invest in roads, bridges, Hght rail systerus, cleance buses, the aviation system, our national passenger railread, Amtrak, and high-speed trains
that would give Americans choices - froeing them from traffic, smog-choked cities, and being held hostage to foreign oil. We should ensure that urban
commnnitios affected by the presence of airports which create increased fovels of noise and poltution be provided mitigation support to address these
concerns. We must also ensure that we maiutain adequate public funding and public administration of publicly operated and delivered transportation

sarvices, without gutling collective bargaini or ding worker-protections. In these and other aveas, we will encourage project labor
greoments, fostering abr ion, quality and efficient use of public monies. Today, technology has advaned to the
point that we can drive the kind of cars we like and live in the kind of hanses we like - while being kind to the earth. We should use some of our budget

surplus to help Americans take advantage of these new opportunities, With the right these new enir
create now jobs for American workes,

Ny-friendls os oan

America is blessed with abundant Jow-cost sources of eoal, petroleum, and patural gas, but we mast use them wisely and ensure that changes in the energy
sactor promaote a workforce whose skills are expanded, tilized, and rewarded. Democrats believe that with the right incentives to encourage the

devel and deployment of clean energy ies, we can make all ow energy sources cleancr, safer, and healthier for our children. This
responsibility includes disposing of nuclear waste in a scientilically-sound manner in with standards designed to protect human health and the
environment.

And we must dramatically reduce climate-disrupting and health-threatening pollution in this country, while making sure that alf nations of the world
participate in this effort. Environmental standards should be raised throughout the world i ovder ta preserve the Earths and to prevent a destru
ta the bottom wherein coumtries compete for production and jobs based onwho can do the least to protect the environment. There will be no new
bureaneracies, no new agenci tinns, But theve will be action and there will be progress. | n the balance - and we ave the
guardians of that harmony.

ive race

N new organiz:

Eight of the ten hottest years over recorded have occurred during the past ten years. Scientists predict a daunting range of likely offocts from glnbat
warming. Much of Florida and Lovisiana submerged underswater. More record floods, droughts, heat waves, and wildfires. Diserses and pests spreading
%o new areas, Crop faihires and famines. Melting glaciers, stronger storms, and rising seas. These are niot Biblical plaguws. They ave the predicted rosult of
heman actions. They can be prevented only with a new set of human actions - big choices and new thinking.

Working with the America’s great awtomakers, Al Gore has led the Partnership for a New Generation of Vehicles which has belped spur the develapment of
high-performing cats that get far belter gas mileage while meeting emissions standards. Now we need to give Americans help in heing able to affrd these
fiew cars - getting them out nf the showronms, onto he strects, and into our driveways. At the same time, we are committed to improving fuel cconomy in
that preserves and creates jobs for American workers, and delivers procucts that consumers want to buy. To further this kind of progress, we now
need the ofl industey to join us in producing much cleaner fucls that will allow antomotive mvironmental equipment to ackiese the maximum possible
reductions in emissions.

aw

We have also created a new 215t Century Truck Initiative to build highly-effictent heavy duty piek-up and delivery trucks, even long-haul 18-wheelers, Now
we need Lo work in partnership with industry to ereate a new generakion of mass transit and a new generation of cleaner, more veliable power systems. A
Gove wanls to swap every dirty, smoke-belching city bus for a cleaner, Jess polluting one.

Renewing Our Democracy and Campaign Finance Reform

In the year 2000, along with all the other big choices they have to make, Americaus will be making a choice #bout who's running their countrs: the people
or the special interests, the voters or the lobbyists, the many or the few. We mnust restore American's faith in their own democracy by providing real and
comprehensive campaign finance reform, creating fairer and more open elections, and breaking the link between special interests and political influence.

The Republicans will have none of this. Instead of Hiuiting the influence of the powerful on our politics, they want to raise contribution limits so even nore
special interest money can flow into campaigns. The big-tine lobbyists and special interest were so eager to invest in George W. Eush and del
campaign vash to him hand-ovr-fist that he hecame the fist major party nomince to pull aut af the primary dlection financing structive and vefuse to
abide by campaign spending limits.

I this yeav's presidential primavies it became clear that the Republican cstablishment is violently opposed to John MecCain's calt for reforming owr
democracy. Al Gore supporls Johu McCain's campaign for political reform. Tn fact, the MeCxin-Feingold bif is the very f
President Al Gove will submit to Cangress - and he weill fight for it wntil it becomes the law of the land.

Then lie will g even furlher - much further. He willinsist on tough new lobbying reform, publicly-guaranteed TV time for debates and advocacy by
candidates, and a crackdoswn on special interest issue ads. Most boldly of all, Al Gore has proposed a public-private, non-partisan Democracy Endowment
swhich will raise money from Amerieans and finance Congressionat elections - with o other contributions aliowed to candidates who accept the funding,

“This will et our politics be free from the inflaence of special interests and let Americans believe in their own democra

¢ again,

Just as our cowntry has been the cbief apostle of democracy in the world, we must lead by example at hame. ‘This begins with our nation's capital. The
citizens of the District of Columbia ave entilled to autonomy in the conduct of their civie affairs, full political representation as Americans who ave fully
taxed, and statehood. Puerto Rico has been under 1S, sovereignty for over a century and Puerto Ricans have been ens since 1947, but the island's
altimate status still has rot been determined and its 3.9 willion sesidents st do ot have voting representation in their national goveromant, These
disenfranchised Citizens - who have contributed greatly to o cowmtey in war and peace - ave cntitled fo the permanent and fully democratic status of their
choice. Democrats will continue to work in the White House and Congress to clarify the options and enalile them to choose and to obtain such a status
from among all realistic options. Demacrals believe the people of Guam, American Samoa, and he Virgin Islands have a right to be fully self-governing,.
We are commitied to fair Lrcalment in econornic and sociat policics as well as improvement in federal-territoriat vlations in aceordance with the needs of
cach avea. Elected represcntatives of these areas will bo regalarty consalted on policies, taws, and treaties that affect the areas and we will cnsure fair
treatment for our fellow Gitizens in the teritories.
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Brsilding One America

Demoerats believe that Godt has given the peaple of our nation not only 2 chance, but a missian to prose to men and women throughout this world that
people of different racial and ethnic backgrounds, of all faiths and ereeds, can not only work and live together, but can envich and ennoble both themselves
and our purpose. Ameriea's diversityis expanding. yet amidst important signs of progress, there is widespread evidence of persistent discrimination,
growing racial ion of our schools and neig] e and d hing barriers to opy We cannot - we dare not - remain a nation
divided, Our vision is of an America healed of hatreds and misunderstanding, with equality and opportunity so rich that legacies of disorimination and
ctusion will be found only in history books, apd not in our comumumities. To that end, Democrats support creation of a commission of distinguished
scholars and civie Jeaders to examine the history of slavery, discriinination, and exchusion suffered by all minorities; to report an the continving offects of
those tragic chapters i our history; and to make appropriate recommendations on behalf of the American people.

Welcoming Our Newest Americans.

Immigrants enrich the tapestry of American life, making our economymiore vibrant, owr workplaces more productive, and our nation stronger. We believe
that all levels of government, in partnership with the private and voluntary sectors, must devise and pursue a comprehiensiv irmmigrant inkegration
agenda that will make the newest Americans full participants in the nation’s mainstream. That's why Democrats support reforming the INS to provide
better services, and fvesting the vesourees needed to redues the backlog of citizenship applications fram nearly two years to three months. Democrats
also support increased resaurces for English language courses, which not only help neweomers learn aur common fanguage bt also help us promote our
common salues. And, we believe that famsily rewnification shotdd continue to be the cornerstone of owr legal immigration system.

Democrats believe in an effective immigration system that batances a strong enforcement of ou laws with fair and evenhanded treatment of immigrants
and their families, The Clinton-Gore administration provided long overdue leadership in dramatically improving horder management and taw
enforcement, including a major expansion of the Border Patrol and curbs on abuses of the asylum process. We also recognize that the current system fails
to effectively contral iliogal immigration, has sertous adverse impacts on state and local serviees, and on many communities and workers, and has fod to
an alarming mumber of deaths of migrants on the border. Democrats are committed to repxamining and fixing these failed policies.

‘We must punish employers who engage in a pattern and practice of recruiting undocumented workers in order to intimidate and exploit them, and provide
strengthened protections for immigrant workers, including whistleblower protections. Doing sa enhances conditions for everyoue in the sworkplace. We
believe that any increases in H1-B visas must be temporary, must address only genuine shortages of highly ski and mist inchide worker
protections, They must also be accompanied by other immigration fairness measures and by inereased fees to train American work:
The Democratic Party is committed to assuring an adequate, predictable supply of agricultural labor while protecting American fan
among the poorest and more vulnerable in our society. We reject calls for guest worker programs that lead to exploitation, and instead call for adjusting
the status of immigrants with deep roots in the country. We should have equitable asylum poficies that treat people the same whether they have (fed
~iolenee from the Right and Left, And we support restoration of hasic due process protections and essential benefits for legal immigrants, so that
immigrants ave no longer subject to deportation for minor offenses, often committed decades ago without opportunity for any judicial review, and are
eligible to receive safety net services supporied hy their tax dolfars.

Fighting for ©

vil Rights and Inclusion.

Passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was one of the proudest momeuts of our nation's history and a sterling testamenl: to our aspirations as a people.
Ve, despite uadeniable progress over the last several decades, inequality and polarization nevertheless persist in far too many an workplaces.
0ols, and communities. Over the fast eight years, we have fought hard to end discrimination. We have inereased funding fm cisil rights enforcement -
s that the laws on our books are nat just pleasant words, but pledges of justice. Al Gore has strongly opposed efforts to roll back affirmatise action
programs. He knows that the way to 1ift this nation up is not by puiling the weakest down, hut by continging to expand opportunities for everyone swho
wants to achieve, The Clinton-Gore Administration has appointed the most diverse administration in Amevican history, demonstrating that pursuing
excellence means including the all of the best that eur nation has to offer.

Al Gore and the Domocratic Party know that much remains to be done. We nust remember we do not have an American Lo wasto. We confinue to lead the
fight to end diserimination on the hasis of race, gender, religion, age, etbnicity, disability, and sexual orientation. The Democratic Party has alway
sapported the Equal Rights Amendment and vill contirue to o so, and we are commuitted to enswring full equality for women and to vigarously enforcing
the Americans with Disabilities Act. We support continuation of the White House initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Istanders. Because every

an counts, we will continue to work toward a census that counts every American. We support vontimued efforts, ke the Employment Nor-
imination Act, to md warkplace discrimination against gay men and lesbiaus. We support the full inclusion of gay and lesbian familics in the fife of
the nation. This wowd include an equitable aligament of benefits. We recognize the importance of new battls against forms of discrimination and
disadvautage that stand as barricrs to communities and families, such as environmental injustices and predatory lending practices. And we will fight for
Fult fanding and full staffing of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and otber ivil rights eaforcement agensies 30 they ean do Lheir job of
ensuring that America lives up to its creed of equal rights and equal opportunity for ail

The Demoeratic Pavty proudly uphulds its tradition of support for the first Amevicans, The sovereignty of the American Indians and Native Alaskans and a
strong affirmation of the government-to-government relationship are basic to bur approach to the tribal governments. As we move into the 21st centary,
e have to renew owr trust obligations and work to mprove the lives of the many Indians who live in tervible poverty. The Democratic Par
continue our work to make a difference in the lives of thost who oecupied this land before us. We affiro: the legal and politicat r
United States and Native Hawaifans as an important step in the continuing process of reconciliation. We will work to pass legislation establishing a
process for Native Hawaiians to reorganize a governing body, freely chosen, expressing their rights to self-determination. The justice we provide the first
Americans is a measure uf our nation’s character, and Democrats believe we shoudd build on the progress of the last eight yea:

Forging Common Ground.

American citizanship entails both rights and responsibilities and we need to ask every American - from eveny walk of fife - to give something back to their
communitics and their country. We are commitied to expanding AnacriCorps so that more Americans both serve their country and farther their
educations.

America will become much more diverse in the coming centery. But while much s changing, much remains. Our comsmon civic culture - one grounded in
the values most Amaricans share: work, family, personal responsibil . and faith - lies s together. Our commen ground - our shared
v institutions - makes us wholo. 1n the years to come, we must eclebrate our diversity anl fosus on strengthening the commen values aud beliefs that
make s one America - one nation, vimder God, with Eberty and justice for all

PEAC

Bight years ago, Americans found thamselves betrween to worlds. After half a century in which we stood up for peace and secaurity il aver the globe -
taking on the forces of tyranny and terror that imperiled our interests and assaulted orr values - the Cold War was over and a new Global Age was
beginning. We necded new ideas and new leadership.
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Bemacrats have provided them. Undier the leadership of ill Clinton and Al Gore, the first tight of the 215t Century finds AfFier 2 ORRE Mk of the
world's citizens Hve in freedom than ever before, and our people and ow vatucs are protected by the greatest military force the world has ever known.

Democratic leadership has hrought peace and security to Americans and to millions of freedom-loving people avound the globe. We achioved victory and
endedt ethnic cleansing in Kasovo - aliowing hundreds of thousands of refugecs to return to their homes in safety. We belped achieve historic
breakthraughs in the Middie Fast peace process. We led the efforts that produced the Good Friday Accord in Northern frelamd - offering the best hope. yet
of ending decades of blovdshed. We are working to build a self-sustaining peace in Bosuia through the implementation of the Dayton Peace accords. We
have ended the military dictatorship and given demoaracy & chance in Haili. We have mad
strengthened and expanded NATO for a new century

cricans safer by reducing Russian niclear arsenals. We

But now s not the time to sound the trumpets of triwmph. In the wake of the Cold War, America bas emered a new Global Age that is altering our security
challenges and creating entirely new issues. gation s transforming the i onal ordler that defined the 2ath century. Today, for both goad and
i, our destiny and the destinies of billions of people around the world are increasingly intertwined, and our domestic and international challenges are
bound together as nover before,

The Democratic PartyTecognizes that globalization will continue shaping our fature. We also helieve that the United States bias the means and the
vesponsibility to shape globatization so that it reflects the needs and the values of the American people.

Al Gore and the Democratic Party know that we must be able to meet any military challenge from a pusition of dominance, Bat Al Gore and the
Democratic Pavty also recognize that there is a new security agenda - threats that affect the entire world and transcend political bosders,

During the past century, we have learned that if we wish to avoid war, we must be strong enough to deter aggression, but also farsighted enough to invest
in peace, Now it is time to apply s levsan to the new global challenges we face - to shape a new strategy of Forward Engagement to guide our conduct
around the world.

Forward Engagement weans addressing problems carty in their developmant before they become srises, addressing them as closeto the soures of the
probiem as possible, and having the forces and resources to deat with these threats as soon after their energence as possible.

While we mrust alwags stand prepared to vse our military power when ali otber options fail, Forward Engagement also means addressing socictal and
political problems before they evolve into threats Lo ow national security and values - before armed conflict becomes the only way to achieve our goals.
And Forward Engagement means drawing on all three main sources of American power - military strength, 3 vibrant, growing economy, and a free and
democratic political system - to advance our objectives around the workl,

The Demoeratic Party believes that America’s peace and security depend on our mnilagging leadership and engagement in global affairs-and that Forward
Eugagement is the strategy that must guide ns. We must maintain America’s economie and military strength. We mast also farm partnerships to help
solve global problems and take advantage of new global opportunities. That means we must deepen owr key alliances, develop more constructive
relationships with former enemics, and bring together diverse coalitions of nations to deal with new problems. America has a rosponsibilty to Tead - and
should lead from within the international community.

At & time when new conditions require new thinking, the Republican Party offers litte more than outdated positions and a navrow workiview that lets
international problems fester.

Some Republicans beliese America should turn away from the world. They oppose using our armed forces s part of internationat solutions, cven when
regional conflicts threaten aur interests and our values.

Otber Republicans want Auterica to act wilaterally. They attack the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty -

ven at the risk of precipitating # new nuclear arms
race. They voted down the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, threatening both our secarity and our globat leadership. They have attempted to sabotage the
Clintop-Gore administration’s effarts to negotiate with other nations Ly declaring that any arms control agresment - regardless of content - would be

“dead on arri

Al

Mired in the past, the Republican Party fails to realize that ensuring peace and security for Americans today does not just inean guarding agaist armies
on the march. It means investing in building the global peace. It means addressing the fact that more than 1 billion of the Earth's inhabitants five on less

than $1 a day - inviting social distocation, siolnce, and war. &t means mesting new ehallenges sueh as international cime and tervorista, anvironmental

degradation, and pandemic diseases head-on. And it means that Forward Engagement must be the new pole-star of our global strategy.

Neutralizing the Force

hat Cause Chaos and fustubility

“The questions of war and peace among sovereign states ave as iportant to our security as ever, But today America also faces a new set of international
issucs. Technology's nnprecedented power means that lawlessuess, diseases, and ecological disruptions - which once were Jocalized - now land on America’s
doorstep even as they also threaten the stability and secarity of nations all over the world.

isruption of the World! System.
The disruption of the world's ecologieal systems - from the rise of global warming and the consequent damage to our climate balance, to the loss of living
species and the depletion of ocean fisheries and forest habitats - continues at a frightening rate. We must act naw to protect our Earth while preserving
and creating jobs for onr people. In 1997, we negotiated the historic Kyote Protocols, an international treaty that will establish a strong, realistic, and
effective framework to reduce emissions in an envir y strong and ically sound way. We are working to develop a broad
international effort to take action to meet this threat. Al Gore and the Demaocratic Parly believe we must now ratify those Protocols.

Global Epidemics.

Global epidemics constitute annther major security threat. Malatia is remning vut of contral in Africa, and antiblotie-resistant strains of tuberculosis are
ravaging Russia and other countries.

But the most severe global epidemic is HIV/AIDS. It is more than a health tragedy, it is a threat to glohal seeurity. AIDS now grips 20 miltion Afticans.
Fourteen million have already died, a quarter of them children, Bach day, 12,000 more mex, women, and children become infectod. Diseases like AIDS
threaten not just individual citizens, but the very institutions that define and defeud the character of society. The Democratic Party believes we ean and
must do more to prevent transmission, eare for those who are ill, and lead in knitting. together the seares of AIDS-fighting initiatives into a global
campaign to defeat this threat.

Fighting Drags and Organized Crime.

Ikernational drug networks and other organized crime syndicates represent a growing threat o the survival of democratic governance. They breed
corruption and favlessucss and they erode the institutions that maintain secieta} order.
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Drug producing mations fike Colombia have soan their societics tarn apart by the interscetion of eriminal activity, politicat Seard, HACSABrsm. And our
Ration is also alflicted with the violance and hopelessness of drugs, We must continue to combat narco-tralfickess, increasing oww budget to do s0. We
must continue to have a strong Drug Czar who can bring together the considerable resources of the 2.5, Government in this effort. We must continze to
fight those who make the financing of this effort possible such as the money launderers who facilitate the drug trade. ¥e must contimue to work with aur
friends and allies and international erganizations ta fight the blood money of the drug trade hy getting a handic on those nations who turn a blind eye ta
the financial end of this problem.

We must remember that the drug trade, like other criminal enterprises, fundamentally reflects the economics of hopelessness. Farmers have been dravn
0 cultivate these crops as a means for economic swrvival in the absaace of other viable altarnatives. 1 Gore and the Democratic Party wnderstand that no
poficy of interdiction and prosecution will succoed unkess it is combined with robust investment in alternative ways to make a living. We must aiso build on
owr efforts to expand the rule of law, fight corruption, and improve demoeratic governance.

Transforming Our Military

A strong, flexible, and modern military force is the ltimate guarantor of our physical survival and the protection of our interests and values. Today,
America's military is the best-trained, best-cquipped, most capable, and most ready fighting force in the world. With Bill Clinton and Al Gore in the White
House, Democrats reversed a decline in defense spending that began under President Bush, boosted pay and aliowances, and provided the funding for
new generation of weapons.

The Demacratie Party understands that, good as they are, the armed forces must contimue to evoive. They must not anly remain prepared for conventional

snilitary action, but must shavpen their ability to (k'al with new missions and new kinds of threats. They must brcom(' more agile, more versatite, and must

mere completely incarporate the revolutionary imphisations and of Amesican se yini

Recruiting, Training, and Retaining Our Troops.

A igh-tech fighting foree must recruit, train, and retin a professional all-volunteer foree of the bighest caliber. The Democratic Party understands that
in order to do this, military pay must conbiowe to increass. We enacted the targest military pay increase in twenty years - and we must raise pay even move.
We need to further reform the military vetirement system and improve housing, health care, and childeare bencfits te support the ganeral competitiveness
of military careers during a period of unprecedented prosperity in the civilian ceonomy. While the number of soldiers and farlies on food stamps ts down
by two-thirds over the past decade, & is wnacceptable that any member of our armed Forces should have to rely on food stamps. Al Goreis committed to
equal treatment of all service members and beficves all patriotic Americars be allowed to serve their country without discrimination, persecution, and
sioleace.

“the Demoeratic Party honors America’s veterans far their selfless willingness to defend the United States and promote our vahues areund the world. We
must always remenher the debt this vation owes its defendrs. Al Gare will expand aceess to health care for all eligible veterans: pursue the causes of
illness suffered by Vielnam and Gulf War veterans; press for more research on discases caused by exposure to toxic battlefields and treat fairly veterans
suffering from those ailments; hack rescavch efforts Lo sereen and treat hepatitis C: and expand programns inthe aveas of mental health, spinal cord
injury, and visjon impairment. We will streamline the disahility elaims process to ensure that this nation continues to live up to its sacred commitment ta
the men and women who served in uniform, We support efforts of the Filipino American Veterans who fought in World War i to ohtain equity.

Deploying America's Technological Edge.

It is imperative that aging weapons systems - which are now the backbone of our military - be replaced by the nncnming generation of advanced, high-tech
weapans which are designed o miake sure that o avmed forees faco anyfuture confle from a pasturs of dominane. Al Gore and the Demoevatic Frty
wilt make swre that the mititary has the most advanced weapony. andi stems and, in addition, contintes to invest
inrescarch and development for futare supremacy. By contrast, George W, Bush has tatked about "skipping" this gencration of weapons - which conld
mean skipping our responsibility to give our fighting men and women the weapons they need. We must also ensure that investment in the infrastructure
needed to swpport the ruilitary, ineluding vur maritime capahility,is ot ignored, And we must ensure itive workforce maintaining high-skified
sworkers and training programs that will ensure the capability to respond to national security emergencies and defense readiness.

Protecting Our Intevests and Svcuring Our Values.

“The lessons of the past eight years show that the aation must be prepared to use force when American interests and values are truly at stake, We cannot
be the world's policenan, and we must be diseriminating in our approach. But shere the stakes are high, when we can assure ourselves that nothing short
of military engagement can secre our national interest, when we know that we have the military forces available for the task, when we have made our
best efforts to join with allies, and when the cost is proportionate to the objective, we must be ready to act,

Closing the Gates of War

In arcas where conflict has raged, ive peace are the son for lasting security. Bill Clinton and Al Gore have actively pursacd
peaceful resolutions to conflicts acress the world and have been prepared to go the extra mile on behalf of negotiators seeking peace. Al Gore and the

ie Party ave fumdk " to the security of our ally, Israel, and the creation of a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace between
Isvael and its neighhors. We helped hrak(-r the Israel-fordan Peace Treaty, the Wye River accords, and the Sharm el-Sheik Memorandum, and wilf
continue to work with alt parties to male progress towards peace. Our special relationship with Isvael is based on the unshakable foundation of shared
values and a mutual conmitment to democracy, and we will ensure that under al et Israel retains the quali mifitary edge for its
national security. Jerusalem is the capital of Israel and should remiain an undivided city accessible to people of all faiths, In view of the government of
Israel's courageous decision to withdraw from Lebanon, we helieve special responsibility naw resides with Syria to make a contrihution toward peace. The
vecently-held Camp David summit, while Faiting to bridge all the gaps between Israel and the Palestinians, demonstrated President Clinton's resolve to do
all the United States could do to bring an end to that long conflict. Al Gore, s president, will demonstrate the same resolve. We call on both parties to
avoid unitateral actions, such as a unilateral declaration of Palestinian statehoud, that will prejndge the outcome of negotiations, and we urge the partics
ta adhere to their joint Pledge to resolve alf differences anly by good faith negotiations.

In Northern freland, we helped facilitaie multi-party talks and piayed an insteumental role in brokering the historic Goad Friday Accord, which has greatly
enhanced the praspect for peace. We will continue to work toward implementation of the Accard and provide continued political and eeonomic support for
the new institutions involving Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ircland, and Great Britain, Our goal is not merely the laying down of arms, but the joiring

together of hands in  new political relationship that enabies former rivals to govern and thrive together.

We have worked hard and successfally to calm dangerous tensions between our aflies Greece and Turkey over issues of sovercignty in the Acgean, and we
havo never ceased our efforts to facilitate a resolution of tensions betwoen the Greek and Turkish communities on Cyprus. This work nrust continue.

In the Batkans, the Clinton-Gore Administration ended ethric cleansing in Bosnia and Kosovo by the resolute use of military power and vigorous
diplonacy. The Repuiblican Party. having first opposed the Administration’s efforts to restore peace in the regiou, now tries to impede the Administration's
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efforts to reluild these shattered societies. We look forward to the day when Serbia will be free from the grip of Slobodan %Qﬂp Q:thﬁan work to
make that happen Ameriea did vight i the Balkans, and now we must finish the job.

Remembering the histaric suffering of the prople of Armenia, and recognizing the necd of the madern Avmenian state for seaurity and economic growth,
Al Gore and the Demorratic Party are comnitted to continuing ow efforts 1o bring a pamancnt end to tensions between Armienia and Azerbaijan over
Nagorno-Karabakh, afong with the restoration of diplomatic, commercial, and economic ties between Armenia and her neighbors, including Turkey. Al
Gore helped bring about a special task force to intensify economic conperation between the United States and Armenia,

We have helped close the gates of war in other parts of the world as well, and ow work continues. We helped settle the Peru-Ecuador border dispute and
end e civil war in Guatemats. We have worked for peace in the Demacratic Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic, Sicrra Loone, and on the
ithiopia-Eritrea border. Aud we helped end the viofence and protect democracy in East Timor by leading diplomatic efforts and supporting an
international peacckeeping mission.

We helped facilitate the dialogue between North and South Korea, without which the recent summit coutd not have accurred. We continue to work with,
China and Taiwan to resolve their differences by peaceful means. And we continue our work with India and Pakistan to dampen down a micleat arms vace
on the sub-cantinent and continue to urge them to deal with their differences over their conflict in Kashmir with peceful means. President Clinton's
historie trip to India and Pakistan has ereated new possibilities for dialague with these countries, and wnder a Gore Administration these will be continued
vigorausly.

Engaging Former Enetnles

Demosrats understand that we must engage former enemics, This Administration's cfforts to design now rofationships with the Russian Federation and
China have been continously subjocted to every form of harassment and attack by the Republicans - but they have been in America’s national interest and
they have been the vight thing to do.

We recoguize that Russia's historic transition to 4 market democracyis difficult - all the more reason we must continue to engage Russia. We recognize

sstan democracy is chalicoged by corruption that deeply penctrates her society - all the more reason to engage Russia on hebalf of reform. We
recognize that Russia has her own sclf-interest and concerns that can and do run contrary to ours - all the move reason to search for constructive forms
of cooperation, We deeply disagrec with what Russia is doing in Chechnya and remain concerned about signs of Russian efforts 10 intimidate the pr
a1l the more reason to step up our discussions with them on those issues. The Democratic Party is prepared to pursue American objectives as necded evenr
at the cost of friction with Russia. But it js also of tremendous poteotial benefi To us if e can nurture a sense of common purpose and trost. Al Gore and
the Democeratic Party will continue that effort.

s -

we maust continue Lo engage China - a nation with 1.3 billion people, a nuclear arsenal, and a role in the 2ist Century that is destined to be one of
the basie facts of international life. We must search out ways to cooperate across 2 broad range of issucs, such as the environment and tradk, while at the
samue time, fusisting on adberence to international standards on human righls, freedorm, the persecution of raligions, the suppression of Tibet, and
bellicose threats directed at Taiwan. China canmot be ignored, and these issties canot - and must not - be marginalized. oration of the U.5.China
relationship would harm, not help, American national security interests and the promation of onr values. A Gore Administration will fulfil its
vesponsitdlitics under the Taiwan Relatioos Act. A Gore Administration will alse remain committed o a “One China” policy. We support a resofulion of
eross-Straits issucs that is hoth peaceful and consistent with the wishes of the people of Taiwan,

del

Enhancing Fxisting Alliances

The security and stability of Europe s evitieal to America’s national security interests. We will continue to partner with the European Union to address
global isstes that conld benefit from owe combined capabilities. Under a Gore Administration, the U.S. will coutinue o work with our transatlantic allies
to make the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) even stronger, thereby enliancing stahility, promoting prosperity, and fostering democracy
throughout Europe. The Democratie Party strongly supported the accession of Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary as a milestone in building a
stronger NATO and 2 move democratic and unified Burope. We look forward to bringing in additional qualified members in the future who share our
values and ave willing to take on the iilities of ip. A Gore Administration will ensure that the issue of NATO's future enlargerent js part
of the Alliauce’s agenda at the next summit in 2002 and that no non-NATO member has a veto over NATO decisions in this regard.

We must strengthen our alliances and partnersbips in Asia, with Japan and with Sonth Korea. We must intensify our sirategic cooperation with owr ally
Japan, building on our Joint Security Declaration, while finding more avenues to deal with Japan on a range of issues, from supporting democracy in Asia
to promoting fair trade. And we remain committed to the defense of South Korea. The Democratic Party views our warm relationslip with Australia as an
anchor fox our securi s in Southeast Asia, and we commend Australia for its leaderskip, and we applaud ather nations for their participation with
ws in the pracekocping operation in East Timor.

We aso are committed to cohancing our alliance with the comntries of Latin America. We must build on e work that we began when we hosted the first
Summnit of the Americas, and we must aceelerate implementation of the Plan of Action that will promote hemispheric coaperation on a full specteam of
political, economnic, security and sociat isswcs.

ical Thyeats

Preventing New Phy

Preventing Proliferation.

Wemust strengthen our defense against the protiferation of fonal and fonal weapons that threaten America. Our first priority must be to
continue e wark we have begun in cutting stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction, halting festing, and ansuring that weapons and weapons-grade
material do not fall into the wrong hands. Working with the government of the Russian Federation, we have helpedl safeguard nuclear material against the
danger of theft. We hase made it possible for thousands of Russia's nuelear seientists and weapans experts to find peaceful pursuits. And we have helped
deactivate nearly 5,000 nuclear warheads.

We are also equipping our inilitary and continuously preparing onr defenses for an unconventional attack. We have been an active playe
efforts to strengthen compliance with the Biological Weapons Convention, We renewed and made permanent the Non-Proliferation Treaty and ratified the
Chemical Weapans Convention, bat auv effort ko ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty was deraffedt by Senate Republicans. As President, Al Gore will
promptly resubmit this treaty to the Senate with a demand from the American people for its ratification.

Al Gore and the Democratic Party recognize the possibility of change in Fran, but we remain fosused on the realities. Even as clements in Iran press for
reform, the country still supports international terrorism, strives to acquire weapons of mass destruction, and represses its citizens, as evidenced hy the
iamoral trial of 15 Sews in Shiraz, Ultimately, we must judge Tean by is actions. Al Gore will make o all-out effort to halt Irar's acquisition of weapons
of mass destruction and delisery systems.

In Iraq, we are committed o working with owr international partners to keep Saddam Hussein boxed in, and we will work to see him out of power, Bill
Clinton and Al Gore have stood up to Saddam Husscin time and time again. As President, Al Gore will not hesitate to use America’s military might against
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Teaq when and where i is nocessary.

Inlight of the possibility that 1.5, Forces or our allies will have to contend with hostile tactical range ballistic missiles, we have been working rapidly to
develop anli-tactical ballistic missile systems. We arc working successfulty with Eracl on developing and deploying the Arvow anti-tactical ballistic missile
system and the Tactical High Fnergy Laser.

Qur diplomacy has helped to halt North Korea's push for nuclear weapons. We got Novth Korea to stop testing long-range ballistic missiles and are also

engaged in continuing negotiations regarding their tosting and export of long-range ballistic missiles. The tight coordination between the United States,
South Korea, and Japau s eritical to our success, and we will maintain it as the two Koreas continuc the dialogue began at the recent summit.

We reject Republican plans to endanger owr socurity with massive unilateal cuts in our arsenal and ta construct an wnproven, expensive, and ii-conceived
missile defense system that would plunge s into a miew arms race. Al Gore and the D ic Party support the of the gy for
taited national missile defensc system that seill be able to defend the 135, against a missile attack from a state that has acquixed weapons of mass
destruction despite our efforts to block their profiferation. A decision to deploy such a system should bemade based on four eriteria: the matare of the
thweat, the feasibility of the technology, the cost, and the overall impact o our national secwity, including arms control. The Demorvatic Party plaves a
high vatue on ensuring that any stch system is compatible with the Antiballistic Missile Treaty. We also support continued work in significantly reducing
strategic aud other naclear veapous, recognizing that the goal is strategic nwelear stability at progressively Jower fovels.

Battling Terrorism.

‘Whether terrorism is sponsored by a foreign nation or inspived by a single {anatic individual, such as Qsama Bin Lader rward anmgemml Tequires
trying Lo distupt terrorist networks, even before they are ready to attack. We must improve fination internatis and ta share
intelligence and develop operational plans. We must continue the comprehensive approach that has resulted in the deve\opmem of a national counter-
terrorism strategy involving all arms and Jevels of our government, We must continue to target lerrorist finances, reak up support cells, and distupt
training. And we must clase avenues of cyber-attack by improving the sceurity nf the Internet and the computers upon which our digital economy exists.

As President, Al Gore will tolerate no attack against American interests at home or abroad: terrovists must kaow that if they attack America, we will
nover forget. We will scour the werld to hent then down and bring them to justice.

While [ighting terrorism, we will protect the civil ibertios of all Amaricans, Our justics system must gaarantes fairness with procedures that prokect the
rights of the aceused, even under the wisual ciroumstances of the investigation of threats to our national security. We must avoid stereotyping, for it
defeats the highest purposes of ow cowntry if citizens feel automatically suspect by vivtue nf theiv cthuic origin. The purpose of terrorism s not oxly to

. and we cannot permit that to happen.

inthmidate, but also to divide and fractue:

Seizing Opportunities

Forward Tequires § But while international assistance and government aid are important - we should do more, There is o way to
donate enough maney to the parts of the world that ave most decply alfected by war, lwlessniess, disease, or disorder. What applies to us, applies to them:
the only way for them to make real progress is to eucourage investment by promoting growth that is sustainable and broadiy shaved.

Latin Ametica and the Caribhean st continue to he a focal point of our efforts. We helicve that increased cooperation and trade with onr partners in
this hemispherc can reduce poverty and the reliance on the drug frade, and ultimately lead fo economic development, stahility, and prosperity. We have
made great strides by helping avert a financial cvisis in Mexico, Mexico's ongoing shift to a matire democracy, as demonstrated by hor recent election,
clations and more effective relationslips between owrsel ica, and Canada, bulding
on our growing economic ties to address environmental and social issues of commaon concern. A Gore Administration witl build on this possibility i
to assure ourslves and e people of the Americas a future of democracy, prosperity; and security bull on mukual trust and vespect. At the same time, we
should eontinwe to safeguard environmental standards, food safety, and worker protections by refusing to allow eross-border trucking and bus operations
until appropriate safety and worker fairness standards have been met,

makes it increasingly possible for ns to visualize cven stronger

Prosperity and peace in Asia. the Middle East, and Africa will only be possible when those regions are fully integrated into the global economsy. In Asia, we
are working to promote fair trade with Japas and China. In the Middle East, we are promoling regional trade, particularly among Isradl, Jordan, and
Egypt. We must continne our work to reach out to moderate Arab states and we must intensify our effort to foster closer ties to the Islamic World.

With respect to sub-Saharan Africa, the Demooratic Party believes in supporting what South African President Thabo Mbeki has called “an African
otwithstanding this region’s many problems, we see the example of South Africa as a great beacon of hope. We are encouraged by the
gerin, the long-terim continvation of a stable democratic systors n Botswana, and Mozambique's courageous efforts of
ven in the muidst of her coutinuing probiens, we sco in Zimbabwe's roceut dlection hope for the sarvival of theideal of &
Act as a major contribution toward the future.

renaissance.
vestoration of democracy in
recovery after vears of cisit war.
muib-ethnic soeiety. We regard the recently enacted Afvican Growth and Opportunit

We believe that the United Nations can play an integrat role in owr policy of Forward Engagement. We understand that the institution needs both resonrces
and reform if it is to play that role, and we pledge to take the lead on both fronts.

Prosperity Abroad.

Globalization st be a tide that ifts all boats, not a wave that evershelms tre most vulnerable among us. We support increasing our investment i the
Taternational Labor Organization and expanding the use of trade prefevences that ave tied fo improvement i corc labor standards. We also wan to
reverse the widening gap between rich and poor and nations, sehich is why Al Gore and the Demogratic Party back debt forgiveness for the world's poorest
nations.

We must seck to reform international institutions such as the World Trade Organization, the Iuternational Monetary Fund, and the World Bank so that
core labor standards, buman sights, and protecrions of the enviranment are integral to their policies and practices, These institutions must also imprave
their transparency, accountability, ane level of consultation with eivit society so that citizens around the world can both understand the basis for their
decisions and contribute to them. We should use owr influcnee in multilateral development institutions to not only provide einergency assistance for
stabilizing economies and to ereate social safety nes. including unemployment insurance and health cave, but also to give people the skills, edueation, and
tratuing they need to compete in the New Economy.

We must make a special effort 1o help women and children in societies that are devastated by war, disease and poverty. Women are traditionaly the
backbone of the family. We must also make a special effort 1o hear women when they rise up courageously to resist or end war in Lheir communities. They
arein a sense the front lines - the first alfected - by the horrors of war and the misery of disease and povarty. We demand the Uaited States Congress pass
the Convention to Eliminate all forms of Diserimination Against Women which has been consistently blocked by the Republican Senate. And children
vepreseat the future. When we Jose our children, we lose the promise of a future, Our investment programs must be more targeted toward women. And we
‘must end the sconrge of child Iabor by helping societies create educational opportunities for children and, more importantly, economie alternalives to
employing the young.
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Promoting Democracy, Human Rights, Rule of Law, and Civil Society.

Tede of law, and

a beacon nuto nations, ani we shovld use the power of our ideals to foster democracy, human righ
st continue Lo work closely with other nations, as well as non-
vin the Americas at a moment when it is

Ameriean values and freedoms a
cisil socicty throughout the world, The Democratic Party believes that Ameri
governmental organizations to promate these goals. We aim to rededicate ourselves ta the defense of democra
being brought into question in Peru and absent on the island of Cuba. We will continue to work with Haiti to deepen the roots of democracy that we helped
veplant. We will continue to press for human rights, the rule of Yaw, and political freedom. We will continue to support the spread of democracy across
Afica, Asia, and the Middle East and the development of judiciary, legal systems, media and civil sociely organizations.

“fo accomplish this, we need the right taols. Al Gore and the Democralic Party suppart continued funding for the National Endowment for Demoeracy,
Radio Liberty, Radio Free Europe, Radie Free Asia, Radio Marti, and othey efforts to promote demoeracy and the free flow of ideas. We will build on owr
successful Reinventing Government program, fed by Al Gore, to help other nations make thefr governments more responsive, more open, and more

effective. We strongly support international educational exchanges. The students who come to America to study here - at the best academic institalions in
the waorld - learn about our democratic vakies and institutions, our entreprencurial skills, and our cultwre. They learn that Americans are noble dreamers

remaining ever inclusive.

ident. In doing so, he pointed America
e our party’s

rears ago, John F. Kemnedy eame to Los Angdles to accept the Democratic Party's nomination for pr
towards new fropticrs at home and abroad, In the year 2660, Al Gore comes to Los Angeles to accept that same nomination and r
determaination to accept big challenges and make bold choices. At the odge of a Rew centry, Demoerats stand united in our determination o offer
prasperity to all who are willing to work for it, to pravide progress tn all who are willing to live by the values that have made America great, and to bring
peace to all those willing to erbrace democracy alt over the world.

For eight years, the Demacratic Party's new thinking has helped Ameriea veach unparalicled heights of prospeity, progress, and peace. Now, we say that
this is the time to move forward - not o go back. Now, we say that Democrats have just yet begun to fight for a better America aud & brighter future.

to America, "You ain't seen nothing ¥

APP Note: The American Presidency Project used the first day of the national nominating convention as the "date” of this platform since the
original document is undated,
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Corameraow:

4 weeotme tegetlss to declare our visien as Danmmb;, W aTe 'nmdfﬁ m\{ the dhiallenges of g times are mewand

=Hate m’ The Umion.
Aoz & Mesages
« I Ackiramien

« Proclmmations

= Sigriing Statements

« Fress Brisfings

« Shaterwots of

Admiristration Policy
» Econarnic Repawt of the Sresident

> Drbaten

» Cuwemrm Pwe(hes
» Party
« 2002 Elattion: Daouwents.
= I068 Hertion Dornents.
= 0B Elertion Doy
= 1980 Elertion Socurnents
= 2R Frawrmitiey

» 2000, Tearsition

profound. This Nivember, the chofre+ enoar poope ang our plase io theworkd
i]mr. any maurl;{msm We approach this task w:tb 2 serivusness that matches the thaflenges before g, bt also with a

e bt poe fubuoe — an op springs Foom our graat faithin Sneeris, and owr great pride in what
i menns 1o be Amerivazs.

W kv the stakes ave mmessuratly kigh

Fo the first time i i bl o o shoves, Qur brave raas and womes in uniform are still i
Tarm's way i Iraq. Afghauistan, and e wer sgainsy tervor, Our alliances are fraved, oar ereditellitein doubt,

Our great middle elass is herd-pressed. Millions of ieans have lost their jobs, and mitkions more are strygeling under the
mounting burden of Jie's everyday costs.

InVWashington, the President apd bis alies stulibornly priss on, withowt regard i the needs of aur peogle or the challenges of
o times,

Tt is tirme for 2 new direstion. A Repeat Tvao

Share
Joho Kerry, John Edwasds and the Bomocratic Parly bring = new vision for America -~ strong at home, repectd alvoad. A
Aszerica that off ity rewards iy, and refoies in dvensity,

e have 2 it 0 belld & strong, respected Armeriea: protecting our peopls, rebrifdivg vor alfianees, wnd feuding the way to 8
mors pescafil ard prosperoas workl

Ve bave a planto buikl » strang, growiog soonouy: creating good jobs, rewarding hard work, and restoring fiscal disciplie.

W have a plan to help an people beikt strong, healthy facalies: sevasing quality offerig lass idfutatior fmarican
and ensvring eloanads aod water. ;

it v will homr the values of 2 strosg Amserican eonwrity: wilewing the circle of agrality, proterting the sanctity of
freedon, avd deepening our comuitnent 1o this comiry.

In affering this vision, we alfizo our faith i ’kmm’w ¥ it 1o the ideal of 2 peogle united in helping
e apother, v ideal an o % the Eaiths we follow ane as great 55 oy v Yowe. To thosendy i d, we pledge
pstestion; o thoss whis ave vietims, we premise justics; to thise who aee bopess, W@f@}ﬂ)’t“ Snd o all Amarioens who
seck & better future for thessehves, for their loved ow