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Grassley Announces Hearing on Medicare and Managed Care

“Medicare and Managed Care: Finding Successful Solutions’
Tuesday, April 3, 2001, at 10 am.
215 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Congress introduced managed care as a Medicare option in the 1970s. In 1997,
Congress created the M edicare+Choi ce program to control costs and increase health
care options for older Americans. The program was designed to provide an
aternativeto traditional Medicarethat would offer desirable benefitsthat traditional
Medicare doesn't cover, such as hearing aids, prescription drugs and lower
premiums. Many older Americans who are enrolled in Medicaret+Choice enjoy
having more than one health care option and are pleased with the additional services
they receive. However, managed care’s participation in Medicareis limited and is
generaly concentrated in urban, high-population areas; beneficiariesin rural areas
have fewer, if any, managed care options available to them. Congress hasworked to
improveolder Americans accessto managed care, but morechallengesremain. Sen.
Chuck Grassley, chairman of the Committee on Finance, will convene a hearing to
discuss the state of Medicare+Choice and ways to improve the program by taking a
closer look at the program’ s design, payment structure and regulatory requirements.
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