


The theme of public-private partnership and collaboration is consistent across many 
sections of TFTEA. The legislation codified existing CBP activities and support efforts to protect 
U.S. economic security through trade enforcement and promotes direct engagement with the 
private sector. Specifically, TFTEA directs the Intellectual Property Rights Center to share 
information and best practices with private sector entities in order to coordinate public and 
private efforts to combat the infringement of intellectual property rights. In many ways, 
information sharing is critical to prevent the distribution and sale of counterfeit goods. Public 
and private entities empowered with this information can raise public awareness, train law 
enforcement partners, and pursue voluntary enforcement actions when appropriate. 

The pharmaceutical industry plays a fundamental role in protecting U.S. consumers from 
counterfeit medicines sold online. Many companies conduct test buys to ensure that the products 
sold online are legitimate and share information regarding counterfeit products with industry 
members and law enforcement. By sharing information and pooling resources, pharmaceutical 
companies have the ability to root out the bad actors and prevent the sale of counterfeit 
medicines before any injury occurs, Therefore, I write to request information on the types of 
activities your organization participates in, facilitates, or otherwise has knowledge ofto help us 
better understand how the pharmaceutical industry collaborates with CBP, 1CE, and U.S. 
Federal, state, and local law enforcement on efforts to curtail the sale of counterfeit medicines. 
My Committee staff will use this information to help inform a public report. 

I ask that you provide answers to the following questions as they apply to you and/or 
your affiliated member organizations: 

1. How do you warn consumers about the risks of purchasing counterfeit medicines on e�
commerce websites?

a. Do you believe that consumers are aware of and/or understand the health and
safety risks associated with purchasing medicines online? If not, how can we
better communicate these risks to consumers?

b. What challenges exist in informing consumers of the risks associated with
purchasing medicines online?

2. What tools do you provide your members when a medicine has been identified as a
counterfeit and is being sold, distributed, and/or advertised on an e-commerce website as
genuine?

3. Please describe how you coordinate with e-commerce platforms to curtail the sale of
counterfeit medicines.

4. Once you and/or your members suspect that a counterfeit medicine is being sold,
distributed, or advertised via an e-commerce platform within the U.S. or abroad, what
types of actions, including the initiation of litigation, do you pursue? Please provide
examples.

5. Do you and/or your members participate in medicine verification programs provided by
e-commerce platforms or any other intermediary? What features of such programs have
been useful in identifying and eliminating counterfeit medicines?

6. What other services, tools, protection, and assistance do you provide your members?
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