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AS WE SEE IT |

GET AND FORGET

Those who are interested in Californis politiocs are
destined to witness more going on from now until November
than they'd ever dream of seeing in three three-ring circu-
ses. There'll be dlzzy Bourbons on the flying trapeszes,
elephants stending on their heads, political clowns,
pink lemonade and all. the trimmints,

To the fellow who makes his ham and sggs the hard vay
by getting out a small-town newspaper, it looks like a swell
time to either get out the ol' fishin' rod or else study
up on astronomy, astrology, blology or'samo‘ot the othexr

. kindred subjeocts., Editorials on suoch topics are less like-
1y to develop much heat at a time when there is such wide

divergence of politiocal opinion.

California's campeign looks like an eternal mermy-go«u
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round, with most of the horses going backward.

Leand and hungry for oontrol at Sacramento for all
these. years, the Demoorats have the prigze in their vest
poocket. They can only lose by playing some very bad cards,
In fact, Senstor Olson‘s only chnoe to miss being Governor
1s to swallow and approve the $30-.every-Thursday pension
progranm,

True, 1t 1s the faot that he condemned the scheme as
a fallaocy and a fraud on the aged that cost Senator MocAdoo
thousands of votes, but the real ticket to his defeat vas
definitely written in Southern Aclifornia plitical blunders
and unnecessary grlevances by Mr. MoAdoo's unpopular erst-
vhile law partner, Bill Neblett of Los Angeles,

As California has time to think this pension proposal
over, California will declde that Senator McAddo had ooursge
end sound sense in denouncing it end Californis will defeat
Mr. Olson if he advocates it.

California usually thinks straight.

The nevw pension thing will not stand the light. As an
1ssue, it will be dead before the campeign is half vay
through. Governor Merrism knows this and he has very
smartly come out against 1it.

Up to date, 3enator Olson has said nothing against or
for the pension advoocates, explaining that the fate of the

propmal will be deocided by the people and 1f it should pass




179
ne will see thet it is administered as provided for in
the act by a speciel board, Thé eleotorate has a rightto
expeoct a more positive bﬁe-oleotion stand from Mr. Olson.

Sheridan Downey, Democratic nominee for U. S. senator
vill probably campalgn on his own. It 18 unlikely he will
reverse himaelf on the $30 a week scheme, but he will prob-
able soft-pedal it and take on his Ropublipan opponent;,

Phil Banoroft on the issue of liberalism versus reactionar-
ism. At least, this will be the atrétégy of ﬁr. Downey.

When the $30 bubble bursts, Mr. Downey may find himself
in need of a parachute to avold any ﬂnhappy landing.

Even those Deomocrats who dislike the panaceas of Mr,
Downey end suspect he 1s primarily interested in votes, will
find 1t difficult to string along with Mr, Banoraft, because
of the latter's bitter attacks on Everything that is New
Déalish,

Unfortunately for Governor Merriam, he and Ray Halght
are spoiling for a mean row in their own ranks, Mr. Merriam
needs the full strength of his ownparty as well as the back-
ing of & goodly number of Democrats. The Republlcan dis~
senslon obviously helps Mr. Olsca and that is a plece of
luck for the senator who tried to eliminate Mr. Haight from
the Progressive tlcket.

eorge Hatfield's promise to let bygones be bygones was

an expected happening, Mr, Hatfield has proclaimed that what
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he sald about an unbalanced budget, the oll mess, and the
Governor's erstwhile "pal", Artie Smith, the lobbylst, were
just playful remarks, However, Mr. Merriem knows thet meny
of Mr. Hatfield's Republican friends did not acoept the

slurs in jest and they'll be in there pitohing for Mr, naight..‘

whose campalgniledge is to clean up both "patronage machines”
and both major parties.

The resonclliation betvéen Mr. Merriasm and~Mr. Hatfield
is a reminder that politics 1s a gam of get and forget.

To a rather notable extent it now appears that the po-
litioal drama of the November campaign 1s going to be most
confusing and irritating for those who take their politilcs
rather seriously.

Maybe we'll be seeln' yuh, down by the o0ld mill stream.
naw'bout;'f

July 21, 1936
TOWNSENDITE FLAYS BUCK AT MEET OF LOCAL CILUB
CLiffen Feusbin

Asserting that "We face destruction of the Republic
uless the Townsend Plan is enacted into law" J. T. Walter
of St. Helena, candidate for state senator opposing Senator
Frank Gordon, Monday night addressed members of the Woodland
Tovnsend Club No. 1 meeting in 0dd Fellows Hall here,

Speaking ochiefly against the stand of Congressman

Frank H, Buck on the Townsend plan, Walter urged united sup-
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port of Townsendites for the oandidaoy\of Sheridan Downey,
vho 1s contesting for the Democratic nomination. Pifty-one
persons attended the meeting, inoluding a delogation‘or
approximately 20 persons from Winters headed by C. I.. Har-
rington, president of the Winters Townsend olub, and J. M.
Robinson, Winters representative on the congressional dis-
triot committee of the organiszation.

Install Officers,

Officers of the local club recently elected were in-
stalled by C. W. Frazier, president of one of the Sacramento
Townsend clubs and campaign director for Downey.

Officers installed inoluded: J. D, Hammer, president;
Mrs. Cora Davis, vice president; Charles W. Foy, secretary-
treasurer, and Mrs. Jennie Whyte, reading secretary.

It was declded that the meeting to be held August 16
at Nelson' Grove 1s to be known as a Downey Rally add the
candidate will be the principal speaker,

Walter, former associate editor of the Townsend Weekly,
charged that the recent Congressional investigation of the
Townsend Plan was brought about "by 150 oongressmen afraid
of losing their jobs."

"I was there for part of the investigation," he ocon-
tinued, "and there were things went on in that committee

room that wouldmt be tolerated in the most oorrupt police

force in the nation."
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- Direoting his address against Congressman Buok, Waltor.
sald:

"Gongressman Buck in his Sacramento speeoh said that the
Tovnsend Plan 1s inflation. Inflation means issuing money
without sound backing, but the Townsend Plan does nbt call
for one cent to come from the United States treasury. It
cannot be odlled inflation in any sense of the word.

"ie have in this country more than 50 billion dollars
in tax exempt bonds, and we are issuing more every day. That
1s ¢ form of inflation, and we have it with us today. The
Townsend Plan through its transaction tax, would foroce the
holders of those bonds to pay their share of the cost of the
plan.

Pears Bond Panlc

"We are confronted with the prospect of a bond panic
that will cause railroads and all corporations to orumble,
unless we restore purchasing power to the people. Those bonds
drev interest, and the people must pay the interest, but
they must have the purchasing power if they ere able to do
it. The Townsend Plan will give them that power.

"New labor saving devices are being perfeoted deily,
vith the result that fewer and flewer men can be given em-
ployment. That means that we must do something to meet
this inoreasingly serlous situation, and the Townsend

Pland does meet it, by removing the older persons from pro-

\-.
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ductive employment.

Transsction Tax

"I domot consider looking these facts in the face to
be 'viewing with alarm.' Instead of budgeting billicms
to attempt recovery, let's meet the situastion with the
transaotion tax. I am oconvinced that such a tax would not
only pay the $200 a month old age pension, but would also
retire the public dedbt.”

Again direoting his attention to Congressman Buck's
Sacramento speech, Walter sald:

"In his talk, Congressman Buock sald that the Soolael
Seourity Aqt is not perfect, but that 1t is the framework
about which something good can be bullt, A year ago he
was telling us that the Soclal Security Act was the perfeot
solution of the problem. I have no doubt but that Congress-
man Buck will be defeated and that our ocandldate will be
victorious,"

Walter drew applause when he attacked the statement
of Congressman Buck that the transaction tax would yleld -
only $3.75 more than the $30 avalilable under the Soclal
Security Aot and would result in disastrous inflatlon,

"Congressman Buck told me" Walter said, "that h; wanted
to do all that he could to help us, but that he could not

risk his status in Washington. He has sald that invalida-

tion of the AAA ié indicative that the Townsogd Plag would
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be declared unconstitutional, I don't belleve that 1is the !
case, but if it is, I say that we will make the Townsend
Plan constitutional,

Show no Meroy

e should show no mercy for Congressman Buck,"

Walter pointed out that for the first time in history,
Napa oounty 1s showing a Democratic majority registratiuﬁ,
and oredited the Townsend Plen supporters with bringing
about this ocondition.

"f think that the Cleveland convention was a wonderful
thing," he sald, "it did what neither of the major parties
would do. It brought matters out into the open, and let
people hear them. Some things that were sald were wrong,
but at leest they were brought out for all to hear, and that
1s real democraoy."

Walter made a plea for united support of Downey. "There
1s no use of us talking tariffs and other such things," he
said, "the only thing for us to do now 1s to elect Downey."

He flayed the candidacies of Arthur B. C. Dowdell of
Nape county and Art C. Pearson of Sacramento, who also ap-
pear as Townsend candidates on the Democratic tloket. Dow-
dell, he saild, was 111 asdvised in entering and will not wage
a campaign and he asserted that "we will never hear from

Pearson,"

Raps "Demoorat"
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The Woodland "Demoorat" came in for its share or‘at—

tention from Walter, who sald, "the newspaper is committed
. to Frank Buok, and we may as well forget it. This is a
business proposition."

J. D. Hammer, president of the local club, followed
Walter with the assertion, "'The Demoorat' has been fair
to us in the matter of local Townsend news, and we appfooiatc
it "

There 1s a determined Facist drive on in America, waltor.
charged, and he accused the magazine Time and 1ts radlo
feature, March of Time, with being owned and oontrolled by

. Plerpont Morgan and dedicated to defeat of the Townsend Plan.
Misrepresentation through exaggeration of minor incidents
was charged,

Tells Candidacy

Following conclusion of his talk, Walter was introduced
28 the "next stete sentaor from this district." He responded
by saying that he holds Senator Frenk Gordon in high regard,
but that Gordon 1s on record against the Townsend Plan and
for that reason Towsendites should work for his defeat.

The Townsend Rally to be held st Winters Wednesday

‘I' \ evening was announced, and the local oclub promised a big
delegation at the event.

Following adjournment of the club meeting, Fragzler gave
8 brief campaign talk in support of Downey. Towsendites

\~
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wers oredlwd by him with establishing the Gommanding Demo-
oratic registration lead in the distriot.

In oommenting on Downey's candidacy, he said that the
Townsend candidate is ratedss one of the ten best orators
in the state.

July 23, 19%6
SPEAKER RAPS BUCK'S RECOBD AT WINTERS TOWNSEND MEET.

b Y CU«I 5_,Q cx s -
In a bitter attack and denunciation of his tfriend

“and neighbor, Walter Schaefer, one-time Vacaville store olerk,

Wednesday night in Winters addressed an sudience of Towsend-
1tes bn why he belleved Congressman Frank H. Buck shouldmt
be reelected to Congress as a reﬁreeentativo from the third
distriot. The meeting was arranged by the Winters Townsend
Club of which R. B. Bigelow ls secretary.

Quoting Congressman Buock as saying to him "I ocan't
jeopardize my interests in Washington for you folks,"
Schaefer oleimed he had attempted to convince the distriot
representative that the Townsend Plan 1s sound and the one
plan vhich would restore normsl prosperity with a "piece of
money" for the needy and old aged.

"Did Frank listen to me?' Schaefer said, "No, he did
not., He didn't even attempt to answer an important letter
I wrote him about how Vacavllle Tousenﬁ}tos bellieved they
deserved a little consideration. Frank 1s golgg along in

N
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hiv own swveet way and my only wish 1is that I oould vote
a thousand times to help put ﬁho skids under himn,

Good Friends

"Now, get this statement usorrect., Frank and I are
good friends. We haw played bridge together and he calls
my wife by her first name, but he just won't listen to
reason, I'd like to know who the man 1s who pulled a heavy
shield of wool over his eyes."

His sleeves rolled up and his collar tucked under a
light shirt, Schaefer stood on the platform of a truck on
East Main street in the business section of Winters and
listed hiw own reasons why be believed Congressman Buok un~
derserving of another trial at Washington.

In brief, his "reasons" follow:

(1) Because an insinuation was once made, Schaefer
claimed, in a letter that Townsendites might be classed with
Communists.

(2) Because he refused to assist on the floor in at-
tempting to pass the MoGroarty bill or write a capable sub-
stitute.

(3) Because he once termed the Townsend Plan a racket.

(4) Beocause in an address recently made, the Townsend
Plen was ocalled a myth.

(5) Because he had voted in Congress 17 times for Wall

Street and only seven times for the Townsend class of people.

S
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(6) Beoause he had voted for legislation inoreasing
the forelgn merket imports here instead of helping the home
farmers.

(7) Because the Bucks like champagne and other forelgn
wines instead of satisfying their thimts with California
wines.

(8) Because he supported the Vincent Bill instead of
the Pattman soldiers' bonua b111, thus giving bankers a chance
to profit. |

(9) Because he has taken the stand that all inflation-
18ts are oriminals and that the Townsend Plan would result
in inflation.

(10) Because he wouldn't "play ball” with President
Roosevelt in wiping out Wall Street leaders,

(11) Because he favors the Soclal Security bill which
wvould make it impossible for e man to get his money back un-
til he had become 119 years old.

(12) Because he 1s one part for the poor man and two
and a half parts for the rich men.

Pralses Downey

Schaefer opened his talk by mentioning the type of man
that the third district needed in Washington, He said e real
leader is Sheridan Downey of Sacramento, who would always

vote their way and for vhat vas right. He continued by

asserting that 1f there are 25,000,000 Townsendites in America,
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first class oongressmenrahould be elected in November to
capably repreaent them,

Mysterious Bell.

The speaker spoke at length about a meeting held in
Vacaville last fall at which time he said, Congressman
Buok invited a group of Townsendites to his home to discuss
the situation.

"It seemed funny to me," he sald, "but every time we got .
ready to pul over a good point, the telephone would ring. I
elwvays believed Congressman Buck was allowing his hand to
8lip under the table against a burger. '

"At the meeting were such fine men as Andrew Sheveland
of Vallejo, Robert Fulger of San Francisco, Jim Walter of
St. Helena, R. M. Miller of Sanramento and myself. We dldn't
get anyvhere at all whiocl proved to us that Congressman Buok
Just wasn't our men."

AAA a Racket.

Schaefer told his listeners that the time was now ripe
to convince the world that the Townsend Plan is not a racket.
"Palk about your rackets," he asserted, "and all you have to
do 18 think of the ABA. I can show you where one man on a
four and a half aore plece of land got $115,000 for not pro-
ducing hogs. Another farmer in the south received $200,000
for not planting his cotton. How many of us have @ny‘aum

like this? 1Is the Townsend Plan a racket? No, it's not like ;E?

-mlnl—— ! ——— -I+ "y
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the AAA.
"ghe Townsend Plan is & good Christian movement - the
. 1ike of which the world has never seen before. It's humane,
but thatt!s something Oongreseﬁan Buck doesn't want to talk
about. If he had just half the humane views that Dr. F. E.
Townsend has, I'd be for him 100 per cent.
Enter Pathos.
"They call us foolish rebels, but we'll shov them in
November. It used to be that our forefathers batt;od wvith
swords. Now 1it's ballots that we carry and use as daggers,
I'm getting warm under the oollar,. so I'11 slow down and
. tell you about my mother.
nry costs $15 a month to keep Al Capone in Alcatrez.
Congressman Buck, however, wants to glve only that sum to
my mother under the penslon plan proposed. I say that my dear
mother deserves more a bresk than that - especially vhen
a gangster gets a like amount. I hope to see the day vhen
Congressman Buck is forced to live on $15 for four weeks."
Hits Tariff Scheme
Schaefer told why he felt sure in his own nind that
Congressman Buck was doing nothing for the almond growers,
yine men and farmers as a whole. "I know, "he stated, "that
you can buy imported almonds a lot cheaper than you can
purchase them right here in Winters. Vhy? Well, because

of Congressman Buck's great tariff plan.

_-'Fﬁh\r.— mi
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"Fraizoe canA'rt‘ borrow money rfromr Ux‘aolé» Sam; ; so 1t is N

., gotten from bankers like the DuPonts and Morgana. France

. in turn produces, ships go-odsl here at a2 low price and sells
1% ohéaper than we can produce 1t. In turn, France uses
that money to repay the Morgans and so on down the line. It's
not difficult to see why our Congressman likes to vote in %
keeping with bills hdping the big boys.”

Small Attendance. ’ _

At frequent intervals during the talk, the orowd of .
approximately 75 persons standing around the platform ap-
paluded the speaker, \

. James Robinson, a Townsend leader at wét.nters, opened
the meeting and introduced C. W. Frazler, campalign manager
for Mr, Downey. He spoke briefly stating he believed the
election would be close, with his candidate coming out a
winner. He urged all Townsendites to hear the candidate
speak at Winters August 8. |

Due to a mistake in arrenging the meeting, no loud
speaker system was provided. Townsendites had previously
planned to hold the meeting at the soft ball park but a
game Interfered.

. Among the Woodland residents present weres: J. D.
Hammer, Glenn Hammer, Charles W. Foy, Arlel V. Huntington,
Mrs, C. V. Huntington, Mrs., Treva Sowash, Mrs. Jennie
whyte, Mr. rand Mrs. W. C. Burrell, Mr. and Mrs, T. F, Cook,

i FI F Tr Ii"l b
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and Mr, and Mrs, C. 0, larsen,

It was announced that Mr. Downey will speak in Wood-
@ land August 15.

July 28, 1936
SMITHS SOUND SORE NOTE AT TOWNSEND MEET - HUNTINGTON.
Ev /hariam Nedsowl

Branding as false Paciflo coast newspaper accounts of
the Townsend Convention held in Cleveland, Ohio, opriier o
in the month, G. V. Huntington end A. J. Pratt, delegates rrun
this distriét, Monday evening gave oral reports to the 67 I
adults, four children, ene baby, and this report, who

. gathered at the 0dd Fellows hall, |

Mr. Huntington emphasized the faoct that tho’rownsend
Plan 1s not pledged to the support of any presidential can-
didate and that loyal Townsendites should concentrate on
eleating Senators and Congressmen from their respeptive
distriots.

"Just as soon as you people work hard enough to eleot
senators and congressmen, we will have the Townsend Plan
become & law. If your work is loyal enough, we will have
the plan by Januvary 1," exclaimed Mr. Huntington in a burst
of oratory that was acknowledged by spirited clapping on
the part of the audience.

All Harmonious

As he described the Townsend convention itself, Mr,
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Huntington declared that the reports printed in newspapers
‘ of dissenslion in Townsendite ranks wore untrus. He agreed
. " that a certsin element came to the convention with the de-
:A termination to oust Dr. Townsend but the rebel group was
quickly downed by the unanimous vote for Dr, ‘rmmsenc}. L
"Sherida Downey" said Mr. Huntington "is doing a -
wonderful plece of work in the def‘ensé of Dr, Townsend whose .
arrest was brought about by blackguard Townsendites." ) (
Earlier in the meeting 1t was broughtout that Californile
has pledged $10,000 to the Townsend defease fund now being
raised throughout the United States. The local club will
. contribut to the fund.
Charles Foy, local secretary, believes that the case
against Townsend will be thrown out of court when the doctoxi
1s brought to trial in August in Cleveland, Ohio.
Blames the Smiths
Mr. Runtington expressed the opinion that it was unfor- /
tunate that the Townsend convention was held in a presidentisl :l
year. He blamed the entrance of politics for the "words that
passed" between Gomer Smith and Gerald Smith. The Smiths
brought politics into the convention but the judlcious Dr,
Townsend poured oll on thetroubled water, and the boys were
friends again,

Pointedly Mr. Huntington declared that at no time were

the Townsendites themselves swayed by either of the speakers,
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He sald both were sincere men, who in the heat of battle

, sald too much. '

@ His reaction to Father Coughlin was the same. The
priest 1s a brilliant man, who went a little too fer when ﬁ?
he called the President a llar., | |

Raps Newspapers
5nowever, sald Mr. Huntington, "Father Coughlin apolo-
glzed to the President, and the Townsendites took no sides.
It was not their fight, I am surprised that you here in
Woodland would believe what you read in the daily papers,
knowing how they falsify the facts. Although there were 15,000
‘l’ delegates and the chalrman broke eight gavels trying to keep
| order, the convention was never split as newspapers on the Pa-
0iflc coast Insinuated,
"While Lemke baoked the Townsend Plan 100 per cent,
nevertheless the Townsend oconventlion did not endorse Lemke
or anyone else. And any talk to the contrary 1s nothing more
than newspaper talk ," he stated.
Thomas Out Of Tune
"Normar Thomas was booed from the platform when he told
those of us gathered at the convention that the Townsend
‘ Plan was unworkable., Only when Dr. Townsend came to his
resoue was the orowd quieted. The socilalist views of Thomuas
ars unreconolled to the Townsend Plen, because socialism

denles the profit system that is vital to the Townsend Plan,

_ I1I-l I_l—r‘ B R
[ |
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"Finally the Townsend convention went on record agsinst

e third party and the endorsement of presidential oandidatea‘?

. A, J, Pratt and Mrs, Meude Snavely were the other two
delogates to go to Cleveland from the congressional distriot.
Mrs. Snavely reméined in the middle west to visit relatives
for several more weeks.

Mr. Pratt gave a brief report on the oonvention. He |
said, "The convention was the only one I have ever attended,
and i1f they make them any bigger, I'll stay home. HMr. Hunt- (
ington and I were always losing each oth;r.’ Then. we would
spend hours trying to find each other,"

. Delegates Thanked.

August Silberstein moved *that the delegates receive a
vote of thanks for thelr reports, The vote was unanimoua;

J. D. Hammer, president of the club, presided at the
meeting., Mrs, Jenny White, secretary, read the minutes of
the previousmeting. Treasurer Charles Foy made his report.

Since the membership drive started lest week, 18 men
and 5 women have joined the club. Mrs., A. W. Russell and
W. C. Burrell are directing the drive. It will close August
25.

July 30, 1936
COLIAPSE OF CIVILIZATION WITHOUT TOWNSEND PILAN PICTURED

BY DOWNEY IN OPENING TALK OF YOLO CAMPAIGN.
GNTarS ’kﬁﬁv&\”

[T ——
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Painting a terrifying plcture of collapse of olvil-
ization and destruction of the home within four or five
yoars if the Townsend Plan 1s not enacted into law, Sheri-
dan Downey, personsl counsel for Dr. Franols Townsend,
candidate for the Damocratic nomination for aongressman
- from the Third Congressional Distriot, Wednesday night spolke
to approximately 225 persons at Weastgate,

It was the opering shot in Yolo county of his politiocal
campaign, and his audience was composed for the most part
of ardent and enthusiastic supporters of the Townsend move- |
ment.

from the start his talk was a direot attack upon Con~-
gressman Frank H. Buok,

Two Philosophieu.

"The issue in thils campalgn,”" Downey sald, "is a basic
difference in philosophy.

"T believe that the land can produce unlimited wealth
for us all and oreate certainty for the old people. The only
thing we lack 1s the purchasing power to buy what labor can
produce. The Townsend Plan would oreate that buylhg power
and at the same time establish adequate pensions. It not only
ocan be done, but it must be done, for without buying power,
men cannot work to produce things that cannot be bought,

"If 1t is not done, ocivilization and our homes will be

imperiled within the next four or five years,

DR AR AN N N P——— IlliiiillllIIIIIIIrllIIIII I e
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No More Charitable

"My heart 1s no more charitable than Frank Buck's but
he does not see the problem as I do. He would work it out
by denying and depriving. He thinks that $30 a month - 1if
and when the old people got 1t - is sufficient.”

Enthusiastio applause greeted Downey's characterization
of the $30 a month social seocurlty program as "a miserable
and humiliating sum,"

Speaking in his shirt sleeves, collar open et the throat, -
Downey warmed to his attack on Congressmen Buck. Direotly he
charged Congressman Buck with being backed by "big business"
interests.

"He believes in low wages; I belleve in union labor,
Frank Buck has the united support of every chamber of commercs
in the district, bank officials and the conservative Repub-~
lican leaders. Union men and small business men are Simply
fooling themselves if they think that Frank Buck is repre-
senting them. Big business knows what 1t is doing, and big
business 1s backing Frank Buok.

"If I am eleoted it will be my sole taks to keep the
‘yolk of poverty off of you.

Supports Rooswelt.

"I was the first person in California to support\
Franklin D. Roosevelt. I atill quppqrt him and will continue
to do 80, Congressman Buck challenges my stending as a
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Demoorat., As a matter of fact, if there 1s anybody in this
campaign who is not a true Demoorat, it is Frank Buck, be-
cause he 18 running on both the Demooratic and Republican
tiokets., He has the backing of the Republlican newspapers,
such as the Sacramento Union."

Downey's assertion of his support of the President drew -
loud applause, the audience apparently being unanimously |
suppoﬁting Roosevelt.

Conducting & hand p011 of the audience, Downey dis-
covered that all but four of the group were registered as
Demoorats. Another poll disclosed that approximately 40
percent of the crowd was from Yolo county.

Downey asserted that he has the undivided support of labor
in San Joaquin county and added that'he would like to de- l
bate the labor gquestion from the same platform with Congress-
man Buok, "but Buok refuses to do so."

Pausing long enough to conduct an animated conversa-
tion with a seven-year old youngster seated on the front
row, Downey resumed his talk with:

"Wo don't know how we are coming out, but there 1s
tremendous power in our movement. We face a tough fight
- Buck money, newspapers supporting Buck, Buck patronage
aud finally, that big Democratic political machine, If Y am .
elected, 1t vill be anly by the sppport of the common people
1ike your"




Plea For Donations

Concluding his talk, Downey made a personal plea for
. - oontributicns to his campaign fund.
| "I hate to 20 this, but I am under instruoctions from
my bosses and they insist that I do 1t. I hate to tallk
about such things, but I must do it, because we need the
money to buy radio time, newspaper advertising and oonduot
the campaign generally. Cards are being passed to you, and
those who can, without saocrifice, I hope willl contribute
a ddlar or more to the cause,"

J. T. Walter of St. Helena, Townsend candidate against
State Senator Frank Gordon, spoke in his own behalf and in
support of Downey. A

"Congressman Buok voted 17 times for Wall Street moaauroa,f.
he charged. "When asked to assist in drafting a Townsend .
measure that would be accepteble, ho refused., Frank Buck, on
the floor of the House, was one of those who asked for the
appropriation to investigate the Townsend movement

Townsend Adviser.

"Downey is a personel adviser to Dr. Townsend, and his
; victory would stun major party leaders into a realization of
. the true strength of the Townsend movement. With Sheridan
: Downey in congress to lead the fight there, I want to be

in the state sen :ate to pass on the Townsend plan benefits

to you as quickly as possible, Frank Fordon is a fine gen~
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tleman, but he is a reacticnary."

In oomenting on the general situation, he said"

. "fhere is nothing wrong with the country, but there is

plenty wrong with the people who make the lavs. In the midst : |
of plenty we find 30,000,000 people living in hovels, 20.000; :
000 people standing in bremdlines, and 11,000,000 people -
without steady employment. I have spent two years atudying -
this problem and believe thé Tovnsend Plan to be the only
solution,"

In regards to the Woodland "Demoorat" Walter declared:
"It has been fair in its news acoounts of my talks, but 1t is -
blased against us in its editoriel poliocy."

C. C. Jester, president of Harmony Club No. 30 presided.
A number of special entertainment features wers presented, '
and several of the members spoke from the floor in support of
Downey and Walter,

Representatives of the Woodland and Winters Towmsend
olubs attended the sesslon.

August 4, 1936
] ' TOWNSEND PLAN SOLI HOPE OF RECOVERY, DOWNEY STATES HERE
. | Extolling the virtues of the Townsend Plan and slash-
| ing st the candidacy of Oongressman Frank H. Buck, whom he
is opposing for the D;omooxfatio rnomi:‘xation;. Bheridgn Dowvney

Monday night apoke at the softball park here to e orowd
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estimated at less than 500 persons.

Downey's talk for the most pert was a reilteration of
his address last week at West Saoramento when he launched
his campaign in Yolo county.

Again Downsy attacked Frank Buck as being the ocandidate
of "big business, politicians, newspapers, and the chambers
of commerce." Directly referrring to the Woodland "Demoorat"
Downey as#ertodz |

"re the editor doesn't know whose candidate Buok really
is, then that editor is not as sophistloated or wise ef
editors should be, The "Demoorat" thinks we are just ﬁlain
crazy'and won't give us a falr hearing to tell our side of
the story."

Doleful Ploture

Downey repeated his doleful ploture of the certain break
dovn of oivilizetion and government in the Unlted States un-
less the Townsend Plan 1s enacted into law. He sald:

"frank Buok charges me with merely engaging in elo-
quent oratory. I say that I am talking only common sense,
and in the simplest posdible language."

The Townsend national convention at Cleveland, he asser-
ted, furnished him with renewed faith in the program and
confidence f'or 1ts success. He declared:

Supports F. D.

"fhere were many things at the convention, however, that
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T didn't like. Partioularly there were the bitter attaoks
against Presidént Roosevelt., I have supported and oontinue
to support Franklin Roosevelt, end I felt at the convention
that we should do or say nothing butdevote ourselves %o
furthering our great plan.”

Downey pledged himselt to support every humanitarian
measure advenced by President Roosevelt.

Meeting oriticism direcoted at him because of the fact
that he was running mate for Upton Sinclair when the latter |
was staging his fight for governor on the Eple program, Downey B
stated:s | |

"T have a great friendship rfor Mr. Sinoclair. But ov&h
wvhen I was running for lieutenant-governor as he oampalgned

for governor, I was not committed to a great portion of the

Sinolair program. I do not beliesve that soclallsm and \

oommunism in any form have any place in our government ., "

Pleads for Funds,

Again Downey made a plea for oampaign funds.

"t veceive unly $50 a week as attorney for the Townsend
organizetion," he said. "That 1s my sole source of inocme, |
I could have secured a $5,000 donation to my cempaign from a  A
utility, and I could have received $10,000 from another or-

genization, But I refused them because I will not jeopardize
my political liberty."
Preceding Downey's talk, James Walter, Townsend candir
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date for atte senator from Yolo and Naps counties, opposing
Senator Frenk Gordon, spoke briefly. He sald in part:

Gordon's Record

"Mention has bean made recently to the legislative
reacord of Frank Gordon, and I feel that it s my duty at
this time to mention one or two‘things that have not been
presented in these editorlals.

"Gordon voted no on the bill proﬁosing repurchasing the
bey bridgs after sweral years. Gordon voted nc on the bill '
which proposed that the state file lobbylats' expense aooounta.'ﬁ
Voted no that the counties in the bay may own thelr own tran-
slt system to operate near the bay bridge. Voted no on the
bill proposing a limit of eight per cent on automobile om-
traot insurance, Voted no on soclal rehabilitation bill,
Voted ageinst $50 month soclal seourity. Voted against Town-
send memorial to Congress. |

"Mr. Gordon said he might give Townsend plan considera-
tion. Recently, Mr. Gordon has been saying that he haa‘not
studled thé Townsend Plan.

"I would 1like to say that 1f I am given the opportunity

" to vote on the bllls Gordon voted on, I would vote yes on
every one of them. If I am elected, I will but one job and
that is represent you, the people. Before this ocampaign 1s
over you might expeot any attack. Unlmited quantities 6: | 3
money have been arrayed against us. I offer everything 1 have -E
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to offer in the war on greed, stupidity and hardening of
the political arteries."

J. M. Robinson, Winters leader in the Townsend movement,
presided and introduced the speakers, Rev. J. D. Hammer
offered the invocation and the audience was asked to sing
the first verse of "America."

Robinson ennounced the Townsend Pionic to be held August
16 at Nelson's Grove, declaring that Edward J. Margett of
San Francisco may be a speaker and that Walter Schaefer
of Vacaville will repeat his talk, "Why Frank Buck Should
Not be Re-elected."

Oactober 15, 1936

SHERIDAN DOWNEY ADVISES OLD-AGE TAX ADVOCATES SUPPORT
ROOSEVELT.

There is a desperate and uncertain era, reflected in
unrest throughout the world, and this country needs Pﬁesi~
dent Rooswelt because he has the vision to recognize the
trend toward change, and 1s the man who can best direct the
nation through the period of adaptation, Sheridan Dovney,.
of Saacramento, declared at a mass meeting in Santa Barbara
this week., Mr, Downey, defeated at the primaries for Con- L
gress, indfoated he has split wide open with Dr. Townsend, - .
his client, over the presidential oholce. ‘1

"You may consider that the caditions in Lurope, in Spatny,ff
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d0 not concern this country,” Downey said. "That, howevnr, |
13 not the case. The affairs of all nations today are &
interwoven. There are undoubtedly real problems in this
country resulting from this deasperate and uncertain era.
Ours 1s a constmntly changing world, a&d unless we adapt
ourselves to th; change, we oannot survive. Roosevelt clearw
1y realiges the need for change. We cannot go baok an@ take
up uninterruptedly the life and conditions of the last gen-
eration - it would mean complete destruotion of our present
form of government,

Beginning of Age

"We are the beginning of a great machine age, This
means that more and more wealth will be developed by fewer '}
and fewer workers, Obviously, this means that there is need o
for fundamental readjustment. Indeed, there are many who
believe that Roosevelt has not gone far emough with a program
of sooiﬁl seourity.

"Governor Landon does not belleve in the program of fé
a federal old age pension., He would return the responsidbility §
for the ocare of the aged to the state which would mean the
destruction of a sound pension plan in the United States, To
those of you who are committed to the Townsend Pla#, T would
say that I belleve that the old age pension has a ohance

of success only under Roosevelt.

"But you can't judge a man on one issue alop@, Roopovolt‘7?
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has been an advocate of liberalism; he has stood four-
square for the rights of labor; he has made the banks safe;
under his administration, the powerful utilities have been
curbed; the stock exchange has been greatly improved and
reformed, he gave un the home loan and the farm loan pro-
grams, An administration with a record of acoomplishment
1ike this should be entrusted with another term of office."

Dangerous Philosophy

"In 1928, Hoover said, 'It i1s apparent that the world
is now entering the greatest périod of prosperity it has
evef known.'! That was one year before the panic. That is
the philosophy of the Republican party today. They would
have us believe that we need do nothing but return to those
days - the period before 329 - and just go along, expeoting
prosperity to continue. This could result in nothing but
the nétion being plunged into greater despir than ever before
in it: history." |

Downey labeled communistioc charges made against
Roosevelt as "absurd", and declared that it was obvious that
such a charge would in no way be reconciled with Roosevelt's
record and philosophy.

September 14, 1939
AS OTHERS SEE IT

Tolerance from Californian
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Shortly before Congress adjourned, Senator Pepper

of Florida arose on the floor of the Senate and delivered
himself of a bitter and bilious speech, denouncing those
senators who voted against the various measures he had
favored.Ho acoused these colleagues - who 1noiddnta11§ were
sufflicient in number to oconstitute a majority of the Senate
- of forming an alliance which he characterized as unrighteous  5
villful, designing, intriguing, Machiavelllan, scheming,
premeditated, Pharisaioal and heartless.

Then Smnator Downey of California, & newcomer to the 4‘§L¥;f
Senate, took the floor. On practically sll measures, SQnatdrsilﬁ
Dowvney had voted with Senator Pepper,

"But," sald the California Senator, "I must express
my dissent in a very great measure from what he has sald,

"I suppose thet perhaps among all the semtors in this
body my own economic policy is opposed to a greater extent
than that of any other senator; yet I desire to say that I
reoognize not only the sincerity of the senators opposing
me, but their very high ability and devotiom to the publle
service.

"I belleve they are wrong, just as they believe I am
' érong; But I recognize that in this tremendous orisis, and f'_ﬁ¥
in the great complications whih oonfront us, men must
necessarily differ in their views, and they can and should

gif:er with an appreciation of esoh other's sincerity, un-

ity
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less they know and recognize some partiocular 1ndiotm§nt they
desire to bring againat some partiéular senator,

"I believs that we are at the beginning of this orisis,
I think that the next 10 years vill test to the very limit the -
enduring strength of Demooracy and of Repuiliocanism, and God
help us in America if we cannot meet these problems not
only with intelligence, but likewlse with tolerance and
understanding, and a clear admission of the righteocusness of
the opposition, and of the right of the oppositiion to have
its views,

"My own vlews have been expressed here at length upon
the expanding public debt and the lending program of the
United States government, I recognize that ro@sonablo men
may honestly and sincerely differ upon that issue, Some
men may honestly believe - end time slone can prove @hem
right - that en ever-increasing debt will destroy us, The
man who belleves inoreasing the debt is correct as an emer-
gency and ephemeral program may be right, and the man who
sees virtue in a continually expanding program of debt may
be right. We should all astruggle among ourselves to ex-
press our own ideas, but 1t my hope abd prayer that in
‘the days to come we move forward with tolerance and fair
understanding, and an admission of the sincerity of the man

vho is against our views."
The two senators speaking almost always vote alike,
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But after those remarks,'we have a feeling tht over the
years of Downey of California will de a ﬁuch more efrootivo .
genator than Pepper of Florida, - New York wWorld-Telegram.

| May 17, 1939

HIT YN' MISS

By tus Staff

In National Spotlight.

Arthur Caylor, San Franclsco columnist, brings home
a message from Washington, D. C., that we (his readers)
shouldn't be at all surprised to hear soon something that
sounds like "Downey for Vice Pred. dent."

The super-alert Mr. Caylor slways writes authentioc

oopy and his column about our junlor United States senator
leads cne to bsllieve that "Sheridan 1s getting along nice-
ly, thank you."

When we come to think about 1it, Senator Downey has gone
about his duties in the national capital quietly and not onoce
has any unfavorable comment been mede about any of his stands
on ¢ertain legislative bllls., He must be doing a good jJob,
msking himsslf friends and attempting to "play ball” with

| ail Democrats - regardleés of #hoﬁhor thby afe on tho Nuv'

Deal or more conservative sides.
No one has ever denied that Senator Downey 1s a very

smgrt man with an gggqeggivo personality. Elqotqd by 8

‘ S D
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reoord majority last fall, he has taken his new duties

seriously and because of the faot that he 1s the only pen-
sion senator in Washington, D. C., Demoorats and Republicans -
too, are wstohing him closely. They realize as the columist
points out, that he carries about 10,000,000 pension votes

\

in his hip pocket and that they can oome in mighty handy

- someday,

In his luside survey of Washington, Mr. Caylor som -
learned that the junior Senator has made one speech on the
Senate floor and that he had an unusually large audience.

He had & good press and the congressional reocord covered his
address in full, And it 1s true that the Senator recelves
at least 500 fan letters a day from pension backers in all
sections of the United States. Mail is as important to a
Senator as it 18 to a movie star - and Mr. Downey gets more
of it than any Senator in the ocapital according to the bay
"saooper".

Senator Downey has had his "ups and downs" but he ap-
pears to be getting set to do bigghyr and better things. He
has scored smashing victories and he has been defeated. To-
day, howver, more than ever, he does stand in a position to
bé a 1oader. ”ﬁ§ has been cfusading foﬁ the ﬁan or woman who '
desires & pension. Although some of the pension plans have

not met with our approval, it is very possible that Senator
Downey will go a long way toward solving the whole problem
. e PTORLE
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and come up with e "ten strike". Iike our President he
ia trﬁring, and we ocan't oondemn a fellow for doing that.
J‘s.




