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DUTIABLE STATUS FOR PLATINUM FOXES AND FURS

Marox 26, 1948.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. Mmmxm, from the Comnnttee on Fmance, subrmtted the
followmg :

 BEPORT§
[To accomps;ny H. R. '4938]

" The Commmtee on Fmance to whom was referred the bill (H R.
4938) to amend the Tariff Act of 1930, with reference to platinum
foxes and platinum-fox furs, and for other purposes, having considered
the same, report favorably thereon Wlthout amendment and recom-

mend that the bill do pass
" EXPLANATION OF THE BILL

The purpose of this bil i is to provide the same tariff classification
of platinum foxes and platinum-fox furs as is prowded in the case of
silver or black foxes and furs.

Platinum foxes are mutations of silver or black foxes, Platinum-
fox furs and mutations and types of fur developed from silver or black
foxes have been administratively classified with silver- or black-fox
furs for duty ‘determinations. - This bill gives the administrative
classification the su l{)port of express statutory provision, -

In addition the bill accords purebred animals imported for breedmg
purposes the same dutiable status as that of purebred silver foxes.

Platinum foxes are a mutation of silver or black foxes developed
‘after enactment of the Tariff Act of 1930. Since there were no
platinum foxes when the Tariff Act of 1930 was formulated, this must
be presumed to account for nonmentxon in the Tariff Act and your
committee is of the opinion it is appropriate they should receive by
express mention the dutiable status o the furs to which they are
directly related.

A letter to the Commlttee on Ways and Means from the Depart-
ment of State advises that enactment of the proposed legislation would
not. be inconsistent with the Geneva trade agreement by reason of
express reservations made at the time the agreement was concluded.
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- A more detailed explanation of the bill appears in the following
. of the Committee' on Ways and Means of

sections from the report of th
the House of Representatives:

and fox furs

m silver or pl 1 foxes.  The bill pro-
ithin the term “silver or black fox! as used
reunder at the statutory rate of 50 percent
of by subsequent trade agreements. The

) platinum foxes and muta-
oxes. . This paragraph now
t black or silver foxes, im-

p

hs (a) and (5) of paragraph
‘and certain manufactures
aragraph, which is the pro-

er than silver or black fox, are free of duty under para-
 which provides for “Furs and furskins, undressed, not -

'1042) sustained a protest
fox’’'as used in para-
: ‘held to be a “muta-
‘Is; the proper. tariff classifica-
porter claims to be free of duty
| been appeated-to the United States Court

f:- Cust s now pending. . Pending final deter-
mination issue, customs authorities are continuing their practice of treating
‘platinum fox furs as silver or black fox furs, subject to duty under paragraph
1519 (c). If the appellate court should sustain the judgment of the lower court,
the proposed bill would have the effect, if enacted, of changing the original scope
of the term “silver or black fox'’ as judicially interpreted. ~ .. '
Section 2 of the hill would strike out ‘‘except black or silver foxes’ from para-
graph 1606 (a) of the Tariff Act of 1930, and substitute therefor ‘,‘e'xce'pt;blé,‘(:k(i :

silver, or platinum foxes, and any fox which is a mutation, or tyge“ developed
therefrom.” Paragraph 1606 (a) exempts from duty s ‘y‘gmrebre ~animal (in- .
cluding foxes other than ‘black or silver foxes’’) imported by a citizen of the
United States specially for breeding purposes, - Here again the question of whether
the term “black or silver fos as used in paragraph 1606 (a) includes platinum
, ions, or types developed from black or silver, or
latinum foxes, will be determined, at least so far as platinum foxes are concerned,
gy the outcome of the litigation referred to above. If live purebred platinum
foxes and mutations or types developed from silver and platinum foxes and im-
ported for breeding purposes, are not now dutiable under paragraph 715 of the
tariff act, which provides for “live animals, vertebrate or invertebrate, not specially
provided for,” section 2 of the bill would transfer them to that paragraph, The
duty-free status of purebred foxes other than ‘black or silver foxes,” imported for
breeding purposes, is bound pursuant to the Geneva trade agreement. This con-
cession is-also subject to the reservation of the right of the United States to apply
:he'same customs treatment to platinum foxes as it applies to silver or black
OXes. oo Iy I r L T o
Should the pending litiga 8 to t! “status of platinum fox furs be
decided in favor of the importer, the ena the proposed legislation would
clearly be consistent with the Geneva agreement so far as platinum foxes and furs
thereof are concerned. However, since that agreement-contains no reservation
with respect to ‘‘a mutation, or typejfdeVelo‘%ed;erm silver, black, or platinum
foxes,” tybur committee has been advised by the Department of State that enact-
ment of the bill would not be inconsistent with that agreement. The Depart-
ment’s letter to the committee in this regard is attached at the conclugion of this

report. '
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Tt should also bt'"not_d“th

b fpe 'o
: paid for black and silver variety.
1933 from a mating of silver foxes,
eding but lf: was not untll 19 940 that they‘

at
d: supply caused prices to'dec
till h - or black-fox furs, . Official statistics shovnng
States imports of plat foxea or other mutations of silver-fox furs are not
reportedisepa.rately, although the Tariff Commission has made an analysis of
invoices covering entries: under the classification “silver- or black-fox furs, whole
sking, dressed or undressed.”
1In the year 1946 and January-July of 1947 imports were substantial as mdi-
“cated in the following table:

TasLe 1.—Platinum and other silver foa: ‘mutation fun. United States zmpom Jor
consumption, by countrics, 1946 and January-July 1947

19461 147 (January-July) 1
Country Plati- | White- | Plati- | White.
: Total num | marked | Total num | marked

- Quantity (number of pelts)

2,660 | 3,249 sl 17,04 12073 4,968
4348 425 97 27 27 |
806 806 | .ooeennns 331 331 |oIii
319 a9 |
gl Y I i% izo|oIonI
9,041 | 8633 48| 18,410 13,451 4,968

Value (foreign)

Canada.. i mmbiamdenaanans $225,950 | $210, 950 '$15,000 | $304,072 | $284,643 | $110,320
: 2| 283180 " 4,079 987 987

Averago.-.- 64.39 65, 22 46.76 2.48 22.58 na

1 Prellmhmry
Source: Oompﬂed by the U, 8, Tariff Commjssion from lnvolou covering imports entered as silver-or
black«fox furs, par. 1519 (c). )
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