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Mr. MIzINw, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the
following

REPORT
(To accompany H. R. 52761

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
5275) to amend the Tariff Act of 1930 to provide for the free impor-
tation of limestone to be used in the manufacture of fertilizer, having
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment
and recommend that the bill do pass.
Under existing law ground or pulverized limestone is admitted

duty-free because it is used chiefly in the manufacture of fertilizer.
This bill permits the free importation of crude, crushed, or broken
limestone when used- for the same purpose. If used for other pur-
poses, crude, crushed, or broken limestone would continue to be
subject to duty. Limestone is a low-priced commodity which cannot
bear the cost of long freight hauls. This bill will permit mills situated
near the border or along the seacoast with unutilized grinding capacity
to use imported limestone as a supplemental material.
The report of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of

Representatives is as follows:
GENERAL STATEMENT

This bill would permit the free entry into the United States of crude, crushed,
or broken limestone when such material is intended for use in the manufacture
of limestone fertilizer. When such limestone is rought into the United States
for any other purpose it willnot be accorded free entry, under this bill. Lime-
stone, crude or crushed but not pulverized, is dutiable at cents per 100 ounds
under paragraph 203 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as modified by the recent Geneva
*Trade Agreement. The: original statutory rate was 5 cents per 100 pounds.
Broken limestone is dutiable under paragraph 214 of the Tariff Actat the rate
of 10 percent ad valorem. The original statutory rate was 30 percent ad valorem.
The bill does not pertain to limestone imported for building or construction pur-
poses but is limited strictly to limestone intended for use .as fertilizer.
Ground or pulverized limestone enters the United States duty-free under para-

graph 1685 of the Tariff Act because it is used chiefly for fertilizing purposes.



2 FREE IMPORTATION OF LIMESTONE

It Imposlen et law to manufire tier from imported lime
stoneo witht a m of a duy on the stoneatthe ratesidicated abe.
:Youiriomittee feeis this isE an anomalous situation which should be corrected
80so as to perimXttit ic fertilizer manufacturers to import free of duty limestone
intended forSfuch use.
Localuplieofimestonea' " conomically availablnd nu

factureslocated nearteb sof theUnitdStates findt diffcuti nti

limest for riing purposes might be prohibitive for imported lime-
stonebuwld be prohibitive if ppliedto the domestic crude material shipped
roemgr sneaterdisalnes.th
sNouhavebom Govrnm t agenciesiandtqno

l"It ias forssible to i t closely ihat wouldbe the ect ifcrudemported lime-
limesttoneb would enter free for f pilizer use It iscertain howeer, that the

mills wouldmbeinaported crude orcrushimud e-dt
limestone. In ost cases the dmesti limestone ish crushed d l yslthei"esame hompanes ethatrquarrh limestone. Sob resuh mills, situaenieari the
borderir alongi thepseacoast, might find it advantageous tous' import edlime
stone as ausupplementalu.arial,sifthygrindi ccapacityinuex.ucessa:of their
quarrying apaity. Moreover, it i possible thatome lls located on e sea-

importomaterinalheerthan they couldeobtainer itfrert"Inasmucheas individual grinders supply reatiey limitedaresmonlyfamters
near to grirmdingmillstusingimporcrudbeforedtustlimestone wouldhaven their
costs for lime fertilizer lessened bytheprol posedlegsulation.smlar ote6

There have beenreatively heavy imports of broken limestone underparagraph

214, consisting chieflysof a material known as limestone spells which is imported

imported ofror:grinding and use as fertilizer it would' be free under the terms of

"If'thebis'enated,theTreasuhryDepartmentf w dpresumably adm ister
thereq'uirement.that'to befree of duty limestone mustbte imported for ute in the

plicable in the case of certain other products which are accorded favorable tariff
treatment if imported to be used for a particular purpose. Among these regula-
tions would be arequirementnthat proof of use be furnished the customs authorities
within a specified period."
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