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STATUTORY AWARD FOR LOSS OF BUTTOCKS,

" Juore 25 (leglalative day, JuLy 16), 1056,—Ordered to be printed

Mr. Bxap, from the‘Commitbeé on Finance, submitted the fbllbwihg’

REPORT
[To sccompany H, R. 2848]

The Comnnttee on Finance, to whom' was re!erred the bxll H. R A
2845) to amend veterans’ reguiatxons to provide additional compensay
tion for veterans having the service-incurred disability of loss or loss
of use of both buttocks havmg considered the same, report favorably

thereon mthout amend’ment and recommend that the bill do pass.

lz{ virtue of thjs act, the Committee on Finance accepts t.he report
of the Committee on V’eterans’ Affairs,

EXPLANA'PION OF THE BILL

The purpose of this bill is to authorize & ial monthly allowa.nca

(statuwry awar f) of $47 for the loss or loss of the use of both uttocks

ecognition of certain specific disabilities in the form of

atatutory awards is well established in'veterans’ laws, One o such
awards a%phea presentl to the loss or loss of use of & creative o

s foot, a hand, or blindness op ‘eye. 'This $47 monthly rate 18 m.
addition to any other compensdtion,to which the veteran may be
entitled. In view of the severity of 'the type of disability contem-
plated by this bill and. the unusualnese of ite occurrence, the com-
mittee foels fully warranted in providing this special rate and believes
t«hst it should be enacted into law.

There are not statistics ayailable on wlnch to show the number of
veterans who might qualify for the additional compensation sought to
}l;g provided by this bill. It is believed to be comparatively. small,

wever,

The report of the Veterans’ Admmmtrat.:on follows° '
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Hon, OuiN E. Tracus, . .
Chairman, Commitice on Veterans’ Affairs,

.- Washington, D, .C,, Februas
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C.
Drar MR. Treagun: Reference is made to your request for a report

by the, Veterans’ inistration on H, m, | £ a bill
to aménd the e@;’ ”Rééﬂl&ﬁ&hﬁ%’ am&miensa-
tion for veterans having the service-incurred disability of loss or loss
of use of both buttocks, . —cieceeiann

The purpose of the bill is to amend the present law ﬁcverning the
payment 'of: added ‘contpensation: for ‘certain' spedifie: disabilitibs (sub-
par. (k) of par. II, pt. I, ¥eterans Regulatien No. 1 (a), as amended)
to authorize a special monthly allowance of $47 for the loss or loss of

use of both buttocks, In the eyent of enactment, the hjll woyld be
HtoL0VET (e first Qg ‘of ‘the -epcbhd TGNt ?ouamﬁg't"’th%“aﬁe‘%f
enactment,

H. R. 2845 is identical with{H: R.[7861,83d Congress, on which the
Veterans’ Administration submitted a report to your committee
undéi;date Of March 29,3 1954.,” T AUV N )
(Subparagrapdh d(k), paragmp};; IT, part I, Veterans Regulation No.
L (a); ag amsnded, prayides ag follows: ., . er 0y
';;ff-gl.é)g»it e disel ¢3YP‘§,§9,§} a%u'(g)*}; FRAAIE of Setviceindifred ejl{w
bility, has suffered ‘the anatomical:los or loss of /use, of, 8, orodtiyy
organ, o gpe fogt, or one hand, or blindress' of one,eye, having
only light perception) thie rate of compeheation therefor s il be 347
per month ing spendent, of any, othet compensation PEOT ¢d i part
, paragraph II, subparagraphs. (a). to (j); and in, the event of ana:
tomical loss or loss of use of ‘a'creative organ, or one foot, or éne
hand, or blindness of one cye, having only light perception, in addi-
tion to the requirement for any of the rates specified in subparagraphs
{1)1t0, (n), inclusiye, of part.I;:paragraph II, the rate of compensation
shall be increased by $47 per.month for each such loss or. loss of ‘use,
but in no event to:exceed $420:per month.” ..., 1 g
. The above rates ‘and, all, other. rates of :disability, compensation
authorized under Public; No, 2,.73d Congress, and the.Veterans Reg-
“ulations, are:applicable. to veterans.,of, the ,Spanish-American. Wag
gtoup, World War 1, World War: 11, and. veterans of; seryice on;or
after June 27;.1950, and, prior to February.l, 1955, . Such rates are
- adso .payable. if the specific, disghilities were, incurred ir ;shnp.;iotudu&y
8s the.direct result.of armed conflict, or while engaged in extrahazard-
ous service, including service under. conditions simuldting war,: The
* rates 'of compensation for disability incurred, in:service, other.than in
aiperiod-of. war, or:on; or after: June 27,1950, and. prior to . February
X[:1955, are 80.percent of the wartime rates. ~ !/ © ity i Gubizong
H. R. 2845 would not authorize the additional allowance of $47.for
loss or loss of use of both buttocks in; the,.case of World Wap I veterans
who receive compensation under the provisions of the World War
Veterans’ Act, 1924, as restored with limitations by Public, No. 141;
73d Congress, March 28, 1934, and as amended.
It should be observed that if the disability resulting from the loss
or loss of use of both buttocks were of sufficient severity as to precludo
the use of one leg, it would qualify for the additional statutory award
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of $47 under the present law. | Further, if the severity of the conditjon
is such as to ‘preclude the use. of, Ib“‘sih legs or, ﬂenéers the person
“permanently bedridden or so helpless as to be in need of regular aid -
sndiatieridance;” ¢he, disability; would :qualify. for theimtatutoryl aword
of $279 undersubparagraph’(1), paragraph L1, partI.of the mentionod
statutory-regulations.;{,;ifd ciaoVind fod o byd ano o ool s
.*The! basic -rates of ,compenaation) for eervice-connected disability
under: the act of March 20, 1533, and the Veterans ,Rmmmmmundq
pursuant: theveto, are ,based. generally .on theitheory, that|the amoun
of ¢ompensaition, payahble should, beg-&qropmuonut'a, to,the : degree..of
disability irésulting, fropi -ibjuryior.disease., In .making | exceptions
to this. pripciplei thé| Congress- fc2 imany . years. mestricted: its: specigl
consideration: i the: form | ofiiadditional \aliowances, to Icases, of logn
or-loss ofnf1se of onle.or mere af the, extreptities, blindness;: and; for.
helplessness or a bedridden;condition requiring. aid, and, attendanged
The loss or loss of use of & creative crgan was slaced in this category
in 1924 for World War I veteransiand included in the law aﬂ)licablo
to veterans of World War II and the Korean conflict by Public Levw
427, 82d Congress, June 30, 1952,
The authorizing of special rates of compansation in excess of thoso
rescribed according to the degree of disability involves a policy which -
18 primarily for determination by the Congress. But it must be recog-
nized that in the absence of a medical or other sound basis for suc
special awards they create inequitiss and are difficult to justify.
Singling out the loss or loss of usa of both buttocks for a special allow-
ance, as proposed by the bill, would be discriminatory and no doubt
lead to requests for special considoration and additional allowances
in cases of numerous serious disabilities in other categories, many of
which may have equal, if not greater, merit.

It is believed that the basic principle thaet the amount of compensn-
tion CFuya.lole, should be proportionate to the degree of disability is
sound and that legislative proposals to make additional exceptions, if -
favorably acted upon, may contribute to adverss criticism an possif)le
impairment of the compensation program. ‘

Statistics are not available to show the number of veterans who
might qualify for the additional compensation es provided in the bill
since if, is not possible to identify those on the rolls whose disability
meets the condition .specified. Therefore, no estimate of cost is
submitted, but it is believed the cost wqul(i be negligible.

. Advice has been received from the Bureau of the Budget that there
is no objection to the presentation of this unfavorable report on H, R.
2845 to the committee. - \

Sincerely yours, ‘ . L
H. V. HicLey, Administrator,

CHANGED IN EXIBTING LAW

In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XX1IX of the Standing Rulea
of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill are shown es
follows (new matter is printed in italics; existing law in which no
.change is proposed is shown in roman):
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SUBPARAGRAPH g) or Paragrarr II, PArt I, VETERANS
EovLATION NuMserED 1 (8) o ‘
(k) the disabled. peraon, as.the result-of sarvice-ineusred disability,
- has suffered the anatomical loss’ 6r loss of: use of a" mtwo*orin‘n,r or
one foot, or one hand, or both buttocks or blindness of one eye, havin
ouly light perception, the rate of compenastion therefor shalf be $4
per month independent of any other.compernsation provided in part k;
ra‘ngraph I1, subparagraphs (s) to (j); and in' the event of anatomion‘
oss or 10ss of use of a creative organ, or one foot, or one hand, or doth
buttocks or blindness of one eye, having only light perception, in addi-
tion to the requirement for any of the rates specified in subparagraphs
(1) to (n), inclusive, of part I, p afaph I1, the rate of compensation
shell be increased by $47 per month for each such loss or loss of use,
but in no event to exceed $400 per month.

O



