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@TEKNDH APEX COMPANY

August 1, 2006

Sepator Craig Thomas
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

FAX. 202-224-1724
Dear Senator Thomas,

| am sending this letter to ask you to oppose the recently proposed Bill S.
3154 by Senator Chambliss of Georgia that intends to temporarily
suspend the 3% duty on garden hoses measuring 150 feet or 50 feet in
length.

Teknor Apex is a privately held company headquartered in Pawtucket,
Rhode Island with manufacturing locations in the following states: Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, Ohio, Kentucky, South Carolina, Florida,
Tennessee, Texas and California. Qur United States employment is
approximately 1800 people. We are a diversified material science
company using complimentary technologies to serve common markets.

Teknor Apex Company is proud to be a United States manufacturer of
premium garden hose. We currently manufacture garden hose in the
states of South Carolina and Tennessee. At our Fountain inn, South
Carolina facility we employ 95 people to manufacture garden hose and at
our Brownsville, Tennessee facility we employ 189 to manufacture garden
hose, We distribute garden hose in California from City of Industry. As
part of the garden hose manufacturing, we use materials produced in
several of our locations throughout the United States.

The United States garden hose market is currently comprised of mostly
U.5. manufactured product. Over recent years there has been a steady
growth of imported product entering the market, most of which is from
China. Bill 8. 3154 poses a further threat to our competitiveness as a U8,
manufacturer and the jobs of our employees. Currently there is a 7% duty
onh imported PVC resin. PVC resin is the primary raw material in the hose.
We would argue that the 3% duty on garden hose should be increased to
7% to be consistent with the duty on PVC resin.
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The introduction of this Bill further threatens the viability and future
success of all U.S. based Garden Hose Manufacturers. As an American
manufacturer we ask for you to oppose Bill 8. 3154 proposed by Senator
Chambliss.

spectfully Submitted,

it Sl

John M. McGrath

Vice President

Consumer Products Division

Teknor Apex Company

Phone 401-725-8000, Extension 3823
Fax 401-729-0778

E-mail jmcgrath@teknorapex.com
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Where Tomorrows Technology is Now Tel: 973-824-5530
Fax: 973-824-1208

Toli Free: 800-327-4673

Wehsite: www. flexonhose.com
One Flexon Plaza

INDUSTRIES Division of U.5. Wire & Cable Corporation Newark, NJ 07114

August 02, 2006

Senator Craig Thomas
307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Thomas,

I am writing to register our opposition to Bill S. 3154, proposed by Senator Chambliss of
Georgia, which seeks to suspend the duty on 50 foot and 150 foot garden hoses
manufactured from non-recycled materials.

By way of introduction, Flexon Industries was founded in New York and has been
manufacturing garden hose in the United States for over 50 years. With facilities in New
Jersey and New York, as well as a Distribution center in California, we employ over 230
people.

While competition in the garden hose industry had historically been domestic in nature, there
has been a steady decline over the years in the number of U.S. manufacturers, particularly as
imports have entered the market, especially from China. The proposed Bill would further
adversely impact our industry, our business, our suppliers and our employees. Moreover, the
loss of the domestic garden hose industry would have adverse ecological ramifications on
the Country, as the U.S. would lose an industry which is a major recycler of

plastic waste materials.

We are proud to produce our product in America, to provide jobs to Americans, to support
American suppliers and to help our environment. Bill S. 3154 threatens the future viability of
ail of this. In thas regard, I respectfully request that your support in opposing proposed Bill §.
3154,

Sincerely,

Py

David Rauch
President

08/02/2006 1:32PM



HAYWOOD COUNTY

BROWN <VILLE

CHAMBER Q5. } COMMERCE

121 W. Main

Brownsville, TN 38012 (731) 772-2193

FAX (731) 772-2195

August 3, 2006

Senator Chuck Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator,

As Executive Director of the Brownsville/ Haywood County Tennessee Chamber of
Commerce, I am sending you this letter to ask you to oppose the recently proposed Bill S.
3154 by Senator Chambliss of Georgia. This bill intends to temporarily suspend the 3%
duty on garden hoses measuring 150 feet or 50 feet in length from China.

Haywood Company Teknor Apex garden hose manufacturing operation is located at 751
Dupree Street, Brownsville, Tennessee. Senator Grassley, over 600 of our citizens work
for this fine manufacturing plant and they are our largest employer. Brownsville and
Haywood County could not stand to lose this wonderful company because of unfair
competition from China. Please do all in you power as a member of the Finance
Committee to oppose Bill S. 3154. The people of Haywood County Tennessee thank you
for any help you could give us in this matter.

Respectfully,
BT AR
“Joe Ing “

Executive Director
Brownsville/ Haywood County Chamber of Commerce

“Heart of The Tennessee Delta”



TEKNOR APEX COMPANY
Haywood Plant

August 3, 2006

Senator Chuck Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator:

This letter is being sent to ask you to oppose the recently proposed Bill S.
3154 by Senator Chambliss of Georgia that intends to temporarily
suspend the 3% duty on garden hoses measuring 150 feet or 50 feet in
length.

Employees of the Haywood Company Teknor Apex garden hose
manufacturing operation at 751 Dupree Street, Brownsville, Tennessee are
deeply concerned and do not want to lose their jobs because of unfair
competition from China.

Emplcyees at Haywood Company know Chinese hose aiready has a cost
advantage to U. S. manufactured hose because of the low wages and
lower raw material costs in China. While a 3% duty doesn’ sound nearly
high enough, it’s hard to understand why it should be eliminated.

The introduction of this Bill further threatens the viability and future
success of all U.S. based Garden Hose Manufacturers and threatens many
jobs. The Haywood Company Teknor Apex is the largest employer in
Haywoeod County. Over €00 peosple from the community are empicyed
here. If these jobs goes away because of unfair competition from China,
many employees will be unable to find another position locally. As
employees of Haywood Company, we ask for you to oppose Bill S. 3154
proposed by Senator Chambliss.

You will find with this letter a petition which has been signed by severai
empioyees of Haywood Company in opposition of Bill S. 3154. Please
take into deep consideration the effects that this bili, if passed, could have
on our company and its employees.

751 Dupree Street « Brownsvile, Tennesses 38012 = Telephone (731) 772-36%90



PETITION SIGN-UP SHEET IN OPPOSITION TO BILL S. 3154
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