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I. Purpose:
BI'm Health System is dedicated to providing quality healthcare to all patients regardless of age, sex, race,
religion, national origin and/or ability to pay. 4i«, Health System assures completion of a charity financial
evaluation at the earliest possible point in the registration/accounting process for all patients indicating an inability
to meet their financial obligation once all other options for reimbursement have been exhausted.

II. Policy:
_ =red 6~ii~f~ ~a~fezi~ ~h iin~to 'ay ,MY Ns _

criteria for charity consideration eligibility will be based upon income (as compared with poverty levels
established on an annual basis by the Department of Health and Human Services), IW
assets, and G~$Llib~sL, ,, ~ica~bili, other extenuating circumstances. Patients eligible for charity
consideration will receive medically necessary services on an uncompensated or reduced level based on
financial evaluation and determination of ability to meet financial obligation for patient liability.

B. Upon approval for charity consideration, charity write-offs will be processed promptly in accordance with
procedures and state statutes and regulations.

C. Patients who are able, but unwilling, to pay for hospital services are considered Bad Debts. Patients who are
considered bad debts are referred to outside agencies for collection.

D. For patient' covered by contractual agreement, the difference between gross charges and gross reimbursement is
considered contractual allowance.
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III. Procedure/Intervention(s):
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*Based on 150% of 2001 Federal Poverty Guidelines. The guidelines are updated annually.
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