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presiding.

. '$465 BILLION DEBT LIMIT.
' WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1972
i o LU SENATE_,
: S -+ COMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
o ' : . - Washington, D.C,
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:10 p.m., in room’2221,
New Senate Oftice Building, Senator Russell B. Long (chairman),

Present: Senators Long, Anderson, Talmadge, Hartke, Fulbright,

‘Ribicoff, Byrd, Jr., of Virginia, Nelson, Bennett, Jordan of Idaho,

Fannin, Hansen, and Griffin. :

Th& C#zamryMAN. The committee hearing will come to order.

Today we will receive testimony on H.R. 16810, the public debt bill
with & rigid expenditure ceiling. There is little controversy concerning
title I of the bill.which would provide a temporary increase in the
debt limitation of $65 billion from November 1, 1972, through
Ju_tll.q 30, 1973—a $15-billion increase over the present temporary
ceiling, - - ‘ : .

There is considerable controversy, however, over title IT of the bill
which would provide a $250-billion limitation on the level of budget
outlays and lending in fiscal 1973. :

Frankly, I do not believe the Congress is likely to abdicate its re-
sﬁonsibility over spending programs by giving the President a blank
check to cut any appropriations which the Congress has enacted and
which the President has signed into law. Furthermore, the charge that
the Congress has been irresponsible with the President’s budget re-
quest cannot stand up in the face of the facts. Through September 30,
1972, the House cut the administration’s appropriations requests for
fiscal 1973 by $6.3 billion, while the Senate cut them by $2.5 biltion.

It ig anticipated that when all appropriations bills are enacted, there
will be & .reduction in budget authority of some $5 billion from the
President’s appropriation request and a reduction in budget outlays
of approximately $1 billion, '

However, because of certain increases in legislative bills with man-
datory spending authorizations, it is possible that the total outlays
provided by the Congress and signed by the President will exceed the

J

“rigid- $250-billion ceiling. Ninety percent of this overage in budget
- outlays for fiscal 1973 falls on three items, one of which—general

congressional action. :

The three items are general revenue sharing, $3.3 billion ; black lung.
benefits, $1 billion; and the increase in social secnrity benefits, $2.1
billion. General revenue sharing was in the President’s budget ; how-

(1)

revenue sharing—is a retroactive payment due to a postponement of
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- social security increaseé and black lun’%} benefits billi) the

- 1

2

over, because it was not passed until October 1972, and wes made retro-
active, half of the programed fiscal 1972 outlays will be made ini fiscal

1978, "

. Thus, even thoug(h the revenue-sharing money had bheen budgeted
in both the fiscal 1972 and fiscal 1973 budgets, because of the postpone-
ment in enacting the program, the fiscal year 1978 budget will show
an increase in outlays ovef tha bu get request of some $2.2 billion. The

- other two items were passed by Congress and signed into law by-the -

President. { . ‘ .
The irony of the situation is that because of the retroactive feature
of revenue sharing, which was sought by the administration; and the
Igresident
will be in the position of having to cut back his own budget: requests
even though for the most part they had already been cut by the

Congress. PR -
. “ge will include in the printed record a copy of the bill, H.R. 16810,

as referred to the Committee on Finance and a staff memorandum

dealing with the public debt and the expenditure ceiling. . . .
(The material referred to follows:) - .-~

Yo



m“SH R 16810

IN TIE; SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

) Ocroner 11,1072
Read twico and referved to the Committec on Finance

AN ‘ACT B
o provide for a temporary interease “in the public debt bimit

and to place a limitation: on expendltures and net lending
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1973.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-,
2 tives of the United States of Amerwa in Congress assembled,
:; TITLE I--TI‘MPORARY INCREASE IN THE
4  PUBLIC DEBT LIMIT
Sec. 101. During the period beginning on Novembel 1,
-6 1972, and endlyg on June 30, 1973, the public debt limit

o

7 set forth in tix; ﬁmt sentence of section 21 of the Second
8 Liberty Bond Act (31 U.S.C. 757b) shall be temporanly

9 increased by $65,000,000,000.
II
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'I‘I'I‘LI* I——Lﬁfﬂ‘ 'I‘IO\' (3\’ EX Pl NDITURES AND
VET LENDING 10]’ FISCAL 1978

R, 201, (n) I"wvudiliu;os and net lending during the

iseal year oudmx: June 30, 1973, ander the budget of

the. llnltvdr»ﬁmtc.\ Gu\'ounnout ‘shall . not  exceed

$250,000,0410,000,

(b) The President siiall, notwithstanding the provi-
éioné .nf'unv otlier law; rc.s-('l'\"c from expenditure and net
lending,. fmm nppwpnataom or other ohhgnlmnnl nnthoraty
heretofore or hormftm’ made available, suely nmonnts as may
he necessary to effectuate the provisions of snbacmon (n)

(0) In'tlie admnu\tmtum of any program as to \\luch-—-
(1) the amonut of (-\pmldmuos is Timited puusiant
to sulmochou (a),and | N
(2) thc allocation, 'hint, 'apportimnncnt, or other
 distribution of funds u'mong' rcvipjionts is required to be
determined hy application of a formula involving the
amount ap.px'npl'iﬂil’(l or otherwise made available for
distribution, | .

the amount available for obligatien (as determined hy- the

DPresident) <hall he substityled for the amount appropriated

or otherwise made availahle in the application -of the

formula, - !

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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TI"I‘LE TI—JOINT COMMETTEE TO REVIEW OPER-

ATION:OF BUDGET CEILING AND TO RECOM-
MEND PROCEDURES FOR IMEROVING CON-

CURESSIONAL CONTROL OVER™ BUDGETARY

OUTLAY AND RECEIP? TOTALS

SEe. S01, (a) There is lu-rvny extablished a joint com-

mittee composed.of thirty niembiers appointed as follows:

(1) seven muemhers from tie Commiittee on Ways

“and Means of the TTouze of Representatives, appointed

2
by the Speaker of the Iouse;

(2) seven members from the Comniittee on Ap-

propriations of the House of Hc]n'(;.-‘ontutif\'cs, appointed

“hy ﬂu\ Speaker of the Honse s

(3) one additional Member of tlw House of Rep-

vesentatives, appoitted by the Speaker of the Honse;

(4) seven members of the Conuittee on Fioanee
of the Senite, appointed hy the President pro tempore
of the Senate;

(5) 'seven members of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate, appointed by the President pro
tempore of the Senate; and *

- (6) one additional Member of the Senate, ap-

pointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate,

84-914—72——2
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4‘ .
(b) 'T_h.e joint committee created by subsectién (a)
shall nmkq a full study and review of—
(1) the procedures which should he ad_bptcd by the:

Congress for the purposo of improving congressional

1

2

3

4

5 control of budgetary outlay and reecipt totals, including
6 procedures for establishing and nminlainiﬁg an overall
1 view of ecach year's hudgetary outlays which is fully
8 coordinated ivithqn overall view of the nnticibatéd
9

~ revenucs for that year, and

10 - (2) the operation of the limitation on expenditures
11 and net 'lcnd“iu'g imposed by scetion 201 of this Act for
12_ the fiscal year ending June 380, 1973

bt
w

The joint committee shall report the results of such study

W

and review to the Sponkor of the Ilouse of. chrc%ltmnvcs

15 and to the l‘nwdcut pro lcmpuu, of the Senate, not later

- 18 than l‘clnuauy 15, 1973.

17 - {e) (1) The chairman of the joint unmmttvo shall be
18 gelected by the membors of the joint committee.
19 (2) The Jomt committce is authorized to appoint such
20 gtaff, and td reqitesp s@ch assistance from the existing staffs
1 of the Congress, as may be nééessary to carry out the pur- -
2 pogcs of this section. |
3 (d) Tixe joint (;ommittee shall cease to exist at the close
4 of the first session of the N inety-third Conf;regs.

. Pagsed the House of Represcntatives October 10, 1972,

~ Attest: W. PAT JENNINGS,
' ‘ Clerk.
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| S | Cctober 11, 1972
Tos Membeu of tho Committeo on meco '
‘Fromi Robcrt A. Belt
Subject: Publlc Debt, Expendituro Ceiling Bill (H. R. 16810)

X - PRESENT kAW

Thb germnnem dpbt umitaﬂon, under present law is $400 billion,
- '.l‘hei'o is also a temporary additional limjtation of $50 billjon until
Cctober 31, 19?2, providing an overan limitation of $450 bitlion, effective
T through Oétober 31. 1972,

. A Hotxss BILL--Titlg L pubuc Debt

a

T‘ie House bill would provide for a temporary debt limltauon of $65
billion from November 1, 1972 through June 30, 1973, a $15 billion in-
crease ovel the present temporary ceiling for an eight-month period. The
permanent limitation would conupue at $4oo billion.

T[t!e l!, Exgeaditure Ceiliug. -« The Houle bill would provide a $250
_bimoa limitation ofi‘the level of budget outlays and net lending in fiscal
1973 There are no exceptions to this limitation for any agency or program,

The President’ is given authority as to where the redictions are to be mado
to conform witli the $250 billion oxpenditure ceiling, .

: Title 11 Joint Committee to Review Budget Ceiling, -=Title I of
“H. R, 16810 would establish a joint committee of thirty members appointed
by the’ Speaker of the Houu and the President pro tempore of the Senate
as follows: -

(l) 7 membeu frorr the Committee on ¥ays and Meam
of the House;

\

-Y : ‘“(2)‘ 7 mambou from the Appropriations Committee of
" . the House;

(3) 7 ‘members from the Committee on i-‘intnce of the Senate;

(4) 7~membcu from the Appropriations Committee of
the, Semtc, .

(5) - 2 additional members, one from the House, the other
from the Senate, appointed by the Speaker of the House
- o 'md the President pro tempore of the Senate, re:pectively.

_Ths joint committee would be mandated to make a uudy of (1) the
proceduros which should be adopted for the purpose of improving Congres~
_ s!onal control ‘of budgetary outlays and receipts, and (2) the operstion of
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the $’50 bllllon expendltuu ceiling ror fiscal year 1973.

The ‘Chairman of the joint committeo would be uelécted by the
. members, There is provision to appoint necessary staﬂ andsto draw

upon existing azaf!a of the Congress,

The joint committee would terminate at the close o! the first unlon

of the ninety- ~third Congress,

1. BunczrnzvumrAnncurnccx e

. The following table indicates that the January budget subminiom

for both fiscal years 1972 and 1973 estirhated very.large budget deficits.-

In other words, the deficits were "planned" or at least anticipated in the
January budget submissions. The @actual results in fisca! 1972 show a B
reduction in the planned or anticipated deficits, The current estimate for

. fiscal 1973 also indicates a reduction in the planned deﬂcib.

.

Table l--Summary of Change in Budget Receipts and Cutlays,

~by Fund Group -
(F‘iacal years; in billions of dollar;)

1972 o

1973

January ' June

January June

- Gurrent

: estimate ,.estimate _Actusl estimate_estimate estimate
Federal funds: ' B N
Retvipts 137.8 147.1 148, 8 150 6 . 182,66  155.6
Cutlays . 182.5 ~ 179.3 1717.7 186. 8 -190.4  188.0
. Deficit (-) < 44.7 © - 32,2 -28,9 .- 36;2 - -37.8 - -32.4
Trust funds: - o )
Receipts 73.2 73.2 72.9 83.2 . . 83.% 82.%
Cutlays __61.2 57.0 57.0 72.5 72,8- 75.2..
Zurplus 5.9 5.2 5,9 . 10,7 10. 8 7.4
Unified budget . | T S ' ‘
Receipts 197.8 207.0 208,6 ~ 220,8° 2230  225.0
Outtlays 236.6 233.0 231.6 246.3 -250.0° 250,0

Deficit (-) -38.8 - 26,0 -23,0 -25.5,
. Note: Detail may not add to totals because of rounding.

Source: Cffice of Management and the Budget,

T 27,0 -25.0
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IV. CONGRESSIONAL AGTICNS (AND INACTIONS) AFFECTING ‘
. BUDGET IN FISCAL YFARS }972 and 1973 : - :

‘The Joint Committee on Redd®ion of Federal Edpenditures regutarly
publishes &stimates of how congressional actions affect the original
January budget estimates. The following information is taken from their

~ latest s\‘_corelseeping report: -t -

.

t
‘Budget Budget
Authority Cutlays
(obliga- .. (Expendi-

FISCAL YEAR.1972. - ‘tiomal & "5 tures &
S ' net lend- - " ‘net lend- Budget - Budget

ing) _ing) Receipts  Deficits

Net tota\l_bu‘dget estimates
submitted Janvary 24, 1972

(revised) 1/ . 250.0 236,6 197, 8 -38.8
" June 5 Revision as Sibse- T o

' quently Amended .. . 247,1 233,0 207.0 - -26.0

Actual net totals as enacted - = . -

by Congress &ind reported by S :
- Treapury =~ = = 247.5 231.6 208, 6 -23.0 "
) Nef effect of :C“Ongrea sional . ) .

actions. and inactions . -°~ .- 3,8 =29 e - 2.7

.1/ The ariginal b‘udg‘et‘submigsions for fiscal 1972 were submitted in January

1971, At that time the estimates were as follows: Budget authority $249,0 .
_billion, budget outlays, $229.2 billion, and budget receipts $217, 6 billion, —

Thus, in the fiscul 1972 budget, ‘Congress actually reduced the administra-
tion requests for budget authority by $3.8 billion and for budget outlays by $2.9
biltion, However, a large part of this reduction in outlays ($2,2 billion) was
due to the postponement in enacting géneral revenue sharing. This postpone-
ment of outlays to fiscal 1973 will have a large effect on the proposed ceiling,
as will be seen, ' ’

Fiscal 1973, -- Proposed Ceiling. --The proposed cefling of $250 biflion
affects outlays in fiscal 1973 not obligationat authority. - Current outlay estitates

exceed the proposed ceiling by $6. 9 billion, as shown in the following table:

e L
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T .

» o ) Cutlay uumatgl in billions
Criginal outlay estimate, January, 197.2 : ' '246.
Amendments to 1973 budget transmitted to date ‘ + 2;9
Congressional action to date ) 471
Cther revisioﬁs — . o ;-0,6 —_—
» Current Cutlay Estimate _ ‘256.9‘

' Cutlay reductions needed to_reach §250 bililoh ceiling - 6.9

1t would appear from the above table that Congress has incfeaaéd odélayo
in fiscal 1973 by $7'l billion, This is mioleading and prcliminary.

‘Thae reaeons why it is misleading are as follown

ae e

Aggrogriationa Bills. --In actions on ‘appro'prla.tiom bills through
September 30, 1972, the House has cut budget requests for outlays by $2,1
billion, while the Senate increased budget outlays by $0.2 billien, 3/ Yet, be-
cduse the appropriation bill in which both Houses made the largelt cut
(Defense) has not been enacted into law, the net total of enacted approprlatiom
bills shows a slight increase of $328 milljon, If le anticipated that when all
appropriations bills are enacted, there will be a reduction in budget outlays
of about $1 billion, and a reduction in budgét authority by $5 billion, 3/

2/ On budget authority, the House cut budget requests by $6, 3 billion and the
Senate cut budget requests by $2.5 billion,

3/ The antlclpated net reduction in budget authority of $5 047 billion is made
up as follows: .

Reductions . - Increases e
Defense $ 5.0 billion Labor, HZW $ .850
Foreign Aid . 750 Misc, {11l other) . 102
Military Construc- .

tion o __s250 ' o
Total Reductions $6.000 billion =~ Total Increases $.952

Net Reductionse $ 5,047
. 5.

Legislative Bills with Spending Authorization. --Ninety percent of
the apparent increase in budget outlays by the Congress for fiscal 1973 falls
on three items, one of which--general revenue sharing--is a retroactive pay-
ment due to a postponement of Congressional action. The three items are
general revenue sharing ($3. 3 billion), black lung benefits (§1.0 billion), and the .
increase in social security benefits ($2. ! billion). General revenue sharing was
in the President's budget. However, because it was not passed until Cctober,
1973, and was made retrcactive, half of the programed fiscal 1972 outlays will
be made in fiscal 1973, Thus, even though the revenue sharing money had been

ponement in enacting the program, the fiscal year 1973 budget will show an
increase in outlays over the budget request of some $2. 2 billlon. The other two
uems were paued by Congress and signed into law by the President.
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The Cramaax, Our leadoff witness this afternoon is Senator Roth,
the principal author of the sliending ceiling. After Senator Roth we
will hear from the Honorable George P. Shultz, Secretary of the
Treasury, and the Honorable Casper Weinberger, Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget. s

Senator Roth, you may begin your statement or summarize it in
brief as you see fit

We know you are fresh from a major victory on H.R. 1 and we will
be pleased to have your views on your subject.

STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., A U.8. SENATOR FROM
’ THE STATE OF DELAWARE

Senator Roru. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the
committee, _ 4

I greatly appreciate this opportunity to appear before you as you
consider the pending legislation to raise the ceiling on our national

- debt limitation.

My prepared statement will be short and speaks to the hotly debated
call for a tight lid on Federal outlays in this current fiscal year. This
measure seems particularly germane to the debt ceiling bill for it is
the overall impact of expenditures and the net outflows in the loan
accounts that produce the Treasury’s need to borrow. This will be the
third time in 1972 that Congress has acted to adjust the debt limit.
simply because our Kederal expenditures continue their inexorable

~ rise.

I have offered several measures for exFenditure controls in the Sen-
ate since my able predecessor, John Williams, retired 2 years ago, His
example is oné¢ I am happy to follow.

Last November I offiered an amendment to the Revenue Act to hold
fiscal year 1972 outlays to $229.3 billion. It lost in the Senate by only
seven votes. And then in March of this year I continued this thrust
with an amendment to the debt ceiling, leveling outlays -at $246.3
billion. Though a modified version of my language was accepted,
further language left the amendment with a floating lid which would

- have failed to impose the necessary fiscal discipline I feel is so im-

portant. The conferces in March rejected the Senate language, a move
which I supported, since inclusion of the amended language would
have been illusory and ineffective.

And then, on September 11, I offered my latest proposal—S. 397T—
which called for a no-holes ceiling on fiscal year 1973 outlays at $250

" biltion. The bill’s earlier companion, S. 3123, was cosponsored by

49 other Senators, including eight members of this committee and both

‘the maiority and minority leaders.’

The language of this bill, S. 2977, is identical to title IT of the House
bill, H.R. 16810, which passed on a rollcall of 221 to 163 last night.
This tight discipline successfully withstood the challenge of a weak-
ening amendment offered by Chairman Mahon. So it is perfectly clear

~ that the House has not only endorsed the idea but has had the oppor- -

tunity to reject a less stringent alternative.
I am here, then, to ask this distinguished committee to approve
title II, for it seems to me the only honest way to approach expendi-
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ture controls. After all, it is total spending, regardless of its control-
ability, that affects our total debt requirements. |

I might add here that I heartily endorse the House action which
includes in title ITI authorizations for a Joint Committee on Budget
Policy. It is high time we began looking prospectively for new and
better Wt:lys to tightcn up Congress’ control of the Executive’s pro-
posed budget this year.

Mr. Chairman, I won’t take long, but T would like to quickly touch
on.rwhat,I believe to be four compelling reasons for this spending
ceiling: ‘ :

First, the Federal budget has not really served the meaning of the
word. By the very nature of our political process, the budget is simply
a guess at revenues and outlays.

I have a table here that I would like to insert in the record which
shows that in the 20 years since fiscal year 1954 we have overspent
the estimate 16 times, Taken together with the shortfall in receipts—
table TI, the total impact has been a series of deficits—$91.5 hillion
more than was originally planned.

(The table referred to follows:)

TABLE |.—VARIATIONS IN ORIGINAL BUDGET PROJECTIONS (EXPENDITURES)
' {in billions of doftars]

Original
expenditure Actual
Fiscal year ) estimates expenditures Difference
€6.3 70.9 4.6
65.4 64.4 -1.0
62.1 66.2 4.1
64.6 69.0 4.4
7.2 714 .2
73.6 80.3 6.7
76.3 76.5 .2
79.1 81.5 2.4
80.9 87.8 6.9
92.5 92.6 .1
98.8 97.7 -1.1
97.9 86.5 -1.4
99.7 102.0 7.3
112.8 125.7 12.9
135.0 143.1 8.1
186.1 184.6 -L5
195.3 186.6 1.3
200.8 211.4 - 10.6
229.2 231.6 2.4
246.3 1250.0 13.7
2,333.9 2,404.8 +70.9
1 Latest estimates, through Aug. 4,1972,
Source: Office of Management and Budget. )
TABLE Il.-—‘IA;!lATl’ONS‘ IN ORIGINAL BUDGET PROJECTIONS (RECEIPTS)
|10 billions of dollars}
Original
X . receipt Actual

Fiscal year estimates receipts Differeace
70.3 69.7 —.6
62.5 60.2 -2.3
59.7 67.8 8.1
65.0 70.6 5.6
73.1 63.6 -4.5
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TABLE 11.~VARIATIONS IN ORIGINAL BUDGET PROJECTIONS (RECEIPTS)—Continued
(in biilions of dollars} '

recelpl Actual
ntlmtgs receipts Difference
74.0 7.9 6.1
76.4 7.8 1.4
8.3 77 ~5.6
8.3 8.4 —.9
93.0 8.4 —~6.6
gt omr
944 104.7 10.3
111.0 115.8 48
126.9 14,7 ~12.2
178.1 187.8 9.7
1827 193.7 —5.0
202.1 188.4 137
217.6 208.6 —9.0
220.7 1223.0 2.3
OIS, oo ocraeaemee e o e aemmeae e e e emmm e ememaonan 2,269.0 2,240.4 -21.6

1 Lastest estimates.
Source: Office of Maragement and Budget.

~ These would be unacceptable in any private enterprise and when we
realize that proportionately highér spending and lower receipts have
magnified those deficits in recent years, can we reasonably expect fiscal
year 1973 to be different if we do not impose this measure of
self-discipline?

This brings me to my second point. As Federal deficits continue to
rise, the American public places less and less confidence in the desire
or ability of the Congress to achieve a sensible balance between fiscal
stimulation and restraint. The most recent fiscal year, with its roller-
coaster record of predictions and actualities, is a perfect example. We
have given the administration authority to manage the economic sta-
bilization program which calls for sacrifices throughout the private
sector, yet to date Congress has shown no inclination to follow suit.
Rightiy or wrongly, if an uncontrollable Federal budget spells infla-
tion to the average businessman or consumer, his behavior will natu-
rally subvert the objectives of phase IT and perhaps lead to a longer
and more painful phase ITI.

(Table I1I follows:)

TABLE 11L.—BALANCES IN FEDERAL FUNDS, UNIFIED BUDGET, AND FULL EMPLOYMENT, LEVELS OF FEDERAL

, DEBT, AND DEBT INTEREST, 1963-73 INCLUSIVE

[In billions of doltars]

Full- Total gross

Federal Unified employment Federal debt Total deb

Fiscal year funds budget P b,udut at Dec. 31 Intores:

-6.5 —-4.8 +4.4 310.8 9.2

—8.6 -5.9 42.1 316.8 9.8

-39 -1.6 2.4 323.2 10.3

-5.1 -3.8 -6.1 39.5 11.3

1967.. . ceeerreaaaas -15.0 -8.7 -10.6 341.3 12.6

1§ -28.4 -25.1 —-25.2 369.8 13.7

|8 -5.5 +3.2 0 367.1 15.8

1970. . creeeeaeaaan -13.1 -2.8 +2.6 382.6 18.3

| §: 1 SN ~30.2 -8.2 -3.2 409.5 19.6

[ 1 -28.9 ~23.0 -3.6 1455.8 21.8

L7 1 S, —41.3 -34.2 -3.0 49,1 22.1
| Estimates.

Source: Office of Management and Budget.
84-914—72——8
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Setting this example of a firm ceiling at $250 billion seems hardly
sacrificial on our part. With outlays at that level, we will still be run-
ning a unified defli)cit of some $25 billion and a Federal funds deficit
close to $32 billion. With our domestic economy returning slowly to
normaley, an exemplary action by the Congress could well restore pri-
vate confidence in our public decisionmaking. We have all seen what

‘happened in the height bf 1069’s inflation. Counterproductive as it was,

{)‘eople increased their savings even though their dollars would buy
ess in another year, businesses canceled plans for expansion and the
slowdown helped produce an aggravating and tragic situation of un-
employment. It seems to me little enough to ask Congress and the ad-
ministration to hold to a sensible spending guideline when we are ask-
ing auto makers, supermarkets, doctors, machinists, schoolteachers and
housewives alike to adhere to current controls.

Third, our inflationary problem does not stop at the U.S. border.
Our deteriorating trade deficit has been caused in part by America’s
inability to compete in world markets. I cannot pretend to be an ex-
yert on international economic problems but the figures really speak
or themselves. : '

A fourth table here shows the widening import-export gap. We used
to enjoy a healthy surplus, particularly in manufactured goods, but-as
the factor inputs of these products—Ilabor and raw materials—have
become more expensive, our surplus has turned to a festering deficit.

(The tables referred to follow :)




TABLE IV

1

MERCHANDISE EXPORTS AND IMPORTS
The trade belance on a seasonally adjusted basis worsened in June by $38 million, leaving a deficit of $590 million,
BILIONS OF DOLLARS BHUIONS OF DOUARS
: SEASONALLY ADNSTED -
50 50
- T — &
H
- §A
40 % 5 - 40,
- ; W‘
i 35,
AN
MERCHANDIS(E IMPORTS
E
25,
!
]
| |
” i ! 20,
,;1141:!1:“»‘11“'_!“-11!rnnhnn zﬁ;n“nn tag g g tyyygyteryyy Jl!)!Il!‘!“P
1966 1967 | 1968 1969 i 1970 197! i 1972 .
1/ SEE NOYE BELOW,
COUNCA, OF ICONOMC ADYISRS
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. Merchandise exports Merchandise imports Gross-
Total (includ- Domestic exports B General imports 3. o merchan-/
Ing reexparts) ! - | Food, | Crude Total 2 Food, | Crude | - dise trade
Period bever- | mate- | Manu- : bever- | mate- | Manu- {surplus,’
Season~| Unad- | Total12| ages, | rials fac~ | Season- ages,.| rials fac- | seasom~
‘ally ad-| justed andto-| and | tured |allyad-| Unad- |and to-| and | tured |ady ad-
justed _bacco | fuels | goods | justed | justed ! bacco | fuels | goods | Justed
Monthbr a.verage' i . :
.............. 1, 869 1, 845 349 315 1,191 (.. ....| 1,428 322 396 672 441
1964--....--- ....... 2,153 | 2,123 386 | 361 L 377 |-cg--aa| 1,562 335 419 759 590
1968 e eceee ] 2,229 2, 201 377 356 1,453 I.._..._] L1786 334 453 937 444
1966 ____|-______ 2,458 | 2,421 | 432 | 367 | 1,602 |-._.___ 2135 382 476 | 1,204} 323
1087 ..o ae 2,586 | 2, 554 392 394 1,737 jeeeen-. 2, 241 392 447 | 1,313 345
1968 o) 2,839 | 2 802 383 405 1 1,985 jaceee.. 2, 769 447, 503 | 1,719 70.
1969 oo 3,111 3, 066 370 417 | 2,232 . ..... 3, 004 442- 533 1,918 107
1970 . .|-—.....] 3,555 3,502 422 5581 2,445 f._..____ 3, 329 519 545 2,159 | 226.
1971 e - 3,629 | 3,576 423 537 | 2,537 |--..-..] 3,797 534 606 | .2, 534 —168.
Unadjusted ) Unadjusted
1971: May..___ 3,776 | 3,907 | 3,847 | 423| 5501 2785|5988 3,845| 520| “e07| 2,501 —z218
June____ 5,662 | 3,687 | 3,626 | 395| 546 | 2,604 | 4012 | 4271 | 593| 665| 2,888 | —850.
Julyaa._. 8, 493 3, 338 3 293 385 468 2,362 | 8,793 3, 693 565 689 2,367 —800.
Aug____._ 3,678 3, 366 3 329 384 515 2,353 | 8,928 3, 838 616 - 640 2, 462 —261
Sept.__.. 4,606 | 4,220 4,166 | 556 | 586 | 2,934 | 4237 | 4246 | - 714 | .659| 2 760 288
Oct..._. £,708 | 2,826 | 2,774 | 294 | 394| 2,026 [ 5,685 ¢ 2,463 | 352 | 57 | 2414{ —gIs.
Nov_._.. 8,160 | 3,221 | 3,177 | 305| 471 | 2,247 |8°s79 | 3,522 | 353 | 598 | 2452 —z1s
Dec..-... 3 868 4, 056 3 999 536 644 2,738 Z 128 |, 4,279 606 710 2, 822 —270.
N . . . . o
1972: Jan. _.__ 4,221 | 3,815| 3766 | 506 | 567! 2,601 4640 4,280 e31| 7T02| 2,8%0 | —s19
Feb...... 8,806 | 3,780 | 3,723 | 485 | 527| 2,832 4,403 | 4,177 | 6261 673| 2,763 —5698
Mar.____ 5,891 | 4,310 | 4,250 426| 611| 3,119 | 4476 | 4844 | 554 | 756 | 3,401 —584
Apr_.____ 8760 3,887 | 3,812 | 396 | 567 2,754 |4 460| 4,248 | 544 | 659 | 29187 —698
y.-...| 8915 47143 | 4, 074 5(2)3 565 | 2,917 | 4,466 | 4,722 | 604| 731 | 3,254 | -—s62
June_____ 5,905 | 4,015| 3,042| 5 557 |- 2,762 | 4,495 | 4,767 | 614| 715| 3306 - —590

! Total excindes Department of Defense sh!pmmu of grant-aid military sap~ - Nou.—mﬁa adjusted to inolude aflver ore and bullion reported separately
2 Total includes " oedfmu: d transactio notchsslﬁedueoordingwkxnd prior o 1065
comm, an ns
3Total arrivals of tmported goods other than fntransit shipments, Source: I_)mt of Commerce:
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- Parenthetically, too, the long-term success of our recent bold moves

.to adhere to the parity of the dollar and freeze our remaining supply of

gold, depends on international confidence in the U.S. dollar. Foreign

-central banks and exchange markets carefully watch our domestic eco-
-nomic activities. Runaway Federal deficits can only erode our trading

partners’ desire to hold dollars as a reserve currency, above and be-
yond their day-to~daz needs, In the past 2 years foreigners have ac-

nired more than $30 billion in Treasury securities. Their dasire to hold
that debt instead of dedeeming it at maturity will depend on the health
and stability of our domestic economy. )

Last, we all live with the haunting issue of tax increases. No other.
action with which we deal receives as much attention from our con-
stituents, refgardless of their wealth. I am sure this committee of ex-
perts is well acquainted with the most recent Brookings report on
national priorities. It contains a very clear message: Under.present
conditions, revenues will not be adequate to cover expenditures if the
Federal budget continues to grow at its current rate. -

I, for one, favor periodic review of our tax system but every tax
reform proposal I have seen recognizes that substantial revenue gains
cannot be achieved without tapping the vast majority of middle-income

Amerjcans. It is the average workingman who will bear the brunt of
‘higher tdaxes and I, for one, will not sit idiy by and spend us into this

3uagmire. “Soak the rich” schemes simply will not produce the tax
ollars we will need if Federal spend:ng rises $20-plus billion a year.
I eertainly think it is fantasg to imagine no increases in taxes next cfnaar
unless both the Congress and the administration get tough on spending,
starting right now. - : - -

Mr. Chairman, let me say in closing that I would happily support
a figure lower than $250 billion. If this committee should agree that
more belt tightening would be prudent, I would certainly work for
its passafe on the floor. I have tried in the past, though, and not

© succeede

I urge Fou, Mr. Chairman, to accept the House bill as it stands
try to answer any questions the committee may have con-

Thank you. ) ) .
The CuamrMan. Now, at this late hour in the session we are trying

to expedite the hearing and, therefore, I am going to ask each Senator

to limit his questioning to 10 minutes. I am going to ask the staff to
keep time for us. Further, I am going to suggest to Senators that it is
not necessary for them to ask questions of every witness, that they
restrain themselves insofar as they can to try to conclude this hearing
this afternoon. I think that it is time that we show further deference

-t0 our junior members, so I am going to start at the far end of the

table.
Senator Nelsonf . i _ o
Senator Nerson. I will forgo asking any questions of this witness.
The CuAIRMAN. Senator Griffinf . .
Senator GrirriN. I don’t have any questions but I certainly want to
commend our colleague from Delaware for taking the leadership in
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" Senator FaNNIN. No questions.
-~ The CHAIRMAN. Senator Ribicoff ¢
- Senator Risrcorr. No questions.
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presenting this legislation and he is certainly demonstrating that he is
a_worthy successor to our former colleague on this committee, John
Williams, who preached this philosophy and was very, very effective

‘in doing so; and I want to indicate that I will be strongly backing
the bill and T hope, like he does, that the Senate will follow the cxam-

ple of the House. .
Thank you, Mr. Chairman..
The Cuairaax. Senator Byrd{
Senator Byrp. Thank you. I commend Senator Roth and I have no

questions.

The CaarrMan. Senator Hansen ¢
Senator Hansen. No questions.
The CaamyaN, Senator Fannin ¢

The CuarrymaN. Senator Fulbright ¢

Senator FoLsrigHT. No questions.

Senator Benxerr. We are upholding the tradition that we don’t
question each other or ourselves, so I have no questions.

The Crnamrman. Thank you very much for your presentation, Sena-

" tor. We will let you know whether we like your version or the version

that I offered on the floor last time when we get through.
Thank you very much. '
Senator Rorx. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
‘The CrarrmanN. We will now hear from the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Honorable George Shultz. We are happy to have you

with us and will you please give your statement.

STATEMENT OF. HON. GEORGE P. SHULTZ, SECRETARY OF THE
TREASURY

Secretary Suurrz. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee,
Mr. Weinberger and I are appearing today in a sense of nrgency on
the subject of debt limitation on fiscal year 1973.

The temporary limit of $450 billion section 21 of the Second
Liberty Bond Act, as amended, will expire on October 31, 1972, At

“that time the debt subject to limitation will be approximately $437

billion, while the permanent limit is only $400 billion. It is there-
fore necessary to have action on the debt limit before the Congress

-adjourns.

As we requested, the House has approved a temporary limit of
$465 billion through June 80, 1973. Based upon our current estimates

. that budget revenues for the fiscal year will continue to improve to

approximately $225 billion and that budget outlays are limited to
$250 billion, this should be sufficient to carry us through the fiscal
year. ]

But let me emphasize that $250 billion figure. We must limit our
outlays to $250 billion; and the only certain way is to include in the
bil? before you the President’s proposal for a spending ceiling.
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We are talking about a ceiling of a quarter of a trillion dollars
and the President’s belief is that somehow we ought to be able to
get along on a quarte: trillion dollars a year. If we.make the effort,
we can.

I believe we can succeed in this endeavor as well as ‘we have suc-
cecded in the fight against inflation. .

The recent international monetary meetings proved to me that the

. performance of the U.S. economy has become the envy of the world.
€ Everybody speaks about it in terms of our strong rate of real growth

.and our relatively low rate of inflation, unsatisfactory though that
rate may be.

- The big question is, can we maintain this success. Can we maintain
strong, rea‘ll growth and keep inflation déclining? If we can, every
pe;rson in this Nation will benefit. If we cannot, every American will
suffer. i ~ ‘

If we have another flood of inflation caused by overspending, wage
increases will again be wiped out by price increases. Price hikes will
become the rule rather than the exception. We will find ourselves
right back in the same sort of fiscal and economic trouble that we had
in the late 1960’s.

There is no reason for us to repeat that sorry performance. One
way to insure success rather than inflation is to do as the President’
has done—bang on the table and call for an absolute spending ceiling.

The fact is, we have got to change the whole way of thinking in every
part of the Government, not only in the Congress but also in the ad-
ministration itself. The approach has to become “fight and keep spend-
ing under control.” o _

I have in the past weeks spoken to groups of business, labor, and
civic leaders from many parts of the country. I have found intense
public interest in the idea we are discussing here today. But I have
also found disbelief, a feeling we cannot do it; our record speaks
against us.

The question most often asked of me at these meetings was this:
W_lll_at ;)rograms can ‘you cut out if Congress passes the spending
ceiling / :

-1 hiye worked in many parts of Government. Before joining the
Treasury I served at OMB which has more than a passing interest in
expenditures; and I told the questioners what I tell you now—“We
can hold the line everywhere; what we need is the will to act.”

We need a get tough attitude, an awareness that every dollar we

_spend comes from somebody’s taxes. If we do not hold the line on ex-
penditures, we will not be able to hold the line on taxes.

Finally, let me say two things: , :

First, it is a financial necessity for your Government to have the debt-
limit increased and extended; and, second and even more important,
perhaps, it is in the interest of every American to have the spending
ceiling enacted at the same time.

T urge promgt approval of the measure before you. ;

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. _

(Tables attached to Secretary Shultz’ prepared statement follow :)



20

7 TABLE §.—PUBLIC DEBT SUBJECT TO LIMITATION, FISCAL YEAR 1973~-BASED ON ESTIMATED BUDGET OUTLAYS
: ¢ OF $250,000,000,000 AND RECEIPTS OF $225,000,000,000

{in billions)

Opmting Public debt $3,000,
cash bject to mamin for
balance , Ilm tation  contingencies

L
* 1972 ACTUAL
JUNB: 30, .o eiiiceeiicaieccctcriacecceenescccannacacananann $10.1
July: .
¥ S eeecaecsesacenmnesesseaaaccemnmenanseannan. 8.2
Beenenennineen remeeetesessvecstesemaccmrmenesetannnen 9.6
A 31t ........ etecerceccammmsateesnmesssmecssennranesasemannnen 9.0
ugust:
“15 ...... ereancceectsammemsenesneesnman ereamamamnaa veeanan . 2.1
30. 4.6
3...... 50 °
September: 14. 1.9
i t 1972 ESTIMATED
September:
6 43 ...
6 432 ..
6 440
6 144]
§ 437
[ 443
6 1444
6 441
[ 1447 ...,
6 M5 ...
6 1451 - 1 3454
6 44 47
6 451 454
6 1542 1 455
6 449 452
6 457
[ 1458 1461
[ 454 457
6 1463 T 144
6 451 454
<8 458 5l
6 1 462 1465
6 458 451
6 1 465 1468
6 456 459
1 Peak fevel of month,
‘.
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TABLE 11.—BUDGET RECEIPTS, OUTLAYS, AND SURPLUS OR DEI-;IGIT (—) BY FUND

{In billions}
Fiscal year—
Actual, 1971 Actual, 1972 Cugrent, 1973
Rm%pts.:

FUSE UNGS. o oo e e ececeacammcannnemecasanananssassanansanse ¥66.2 f7 .6
FOderal fUNGS. ..o n o eeoseccnemmancasososcssnsnasammssesssaon 33.8 48.8 85.6
Deduct: Intragovernmental recelpls. ..ceuuccccncencoaimcnnanans -11,6 -13.1 -13.2

Total unified bUdgel...coueeereumecaommmnrcncnacacaucecanans 188.4 208.6 225.0

lays: '
1ymst funds .................................................. 59.4 61.0 15.2
Foderal fUNGS. ..o oo aeeneeccncccrocnemsacsosannocsusaonn 163.7 121.7 188.
Deduct: Inmwommml OUlAYS. ceenaacecacrocamcnenmancacaan -11.6 -13.1 ~13,
Total unified bUdget. .. .e..eecrrercaccnannacancccmcnscncenean 2114 231.6 250.0
Budgtet surflus (+) or.deficit (—):
.................................................. 6.8 5.9 7.4
federal tunds ................................................. -'-"29 9 —+23. 9 -1"32. 4
Total unified budget.......occecacorecmeaanaoncscaantcennenan -~23.0 -23.0 -25.0

Source: Office of the Secretary of the Treasury Office of Tax Analysis.

84-914—T72—4



TABLE I1l.—UNIFIED BUDGET RECEIPTS, OUTLAYS AND DEFICITS (—)

[in billions of doliars]
Fiscal year 1972 Fiscal year 1973 .
Change - ) Change Change Change
from from from from
Jammg Janua June Jmuar! Janunr; June }
197 197 June 1972 197 197 June 1972 Current
estimate estimate estimate estimate Actual estimate estimate estimate estimate estimate
ROCEIDS - oot et a e 197.8 +9.2 207.0 +16 208.6 220.8 +2.2 223.0 +2.0 225.0
OUMaYS. e ceeimeemeecea——————— 236.6 -3.6 233.0 -1.4 231.6 246.3 +3.8 250.0 ... 250.0
L L T e S —38.8 +12.8 -2.0 +3.0 -23.0 ~25.5 . —-1.6 -21.0 +2.0 —25.0
Office of the Secrkury of the Treasury, Office of Tax Analysis.

Note: Figures are rounded and may not necessarily add to totals.
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TABLE IV.—COMPARISON OF FISCAL YEAR 1972 RECEIPTS AS ESTIMATED IN JANUARY 1972, JUNE 1972, AND ACTUAL (PRELIMINARY) JUNE 1972

{in bilfions of doflars)
Change from January 1972 budget Change from June estimate Actual
Janua Economic June  Economic year 1972
197 and 1972 and -
budget reestimate Legislation Other Total - estimate reestimate Legislation Other Total liminary)
Individual incometax____.___ .. .. ... .. ....... 86.5 +6.4 ... 1415 +7.9 9.4 40.4 e +0.4 94.8
Corporation income tax_.....__. ... ... _._.___. 30.1 - T N +1.5 31.6 [ 2% J +.4 32.0
Employment axes and contributions....._._._ . ..._. 4.4 ... .. .. -0.1 ... -1 46.3 L) U -1 4.1
Unemplcyinent insurance.......c.o.ooooooooooeo. 4,4 = e -.1 4.3 ol e +.1 4.4
Contributions for other insurance and retirement____._ 3.4 28 SO +.1 1?3 [ <) I, Q) lg' g
5.1 5.4
3.2 3.3
35 3.6
0 208.6
1,050.0
861.0
83.0

1 Change in capital gams tax estimate.
2 Less than $58 million.
3 Figures are consistent with pre-July 1972 Commerce figures.

Note: The figures are rounded and may not necessarily add to totals.
Source: Office of the Secretary of the Treasury, Office of Tax Analysis.

R4
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TABLE V.—COMPARISON OF FISCAL YEAR 1973 RECEIPTS AS ESTIMATED IN JANUARY 1872, JUNE 1972, AND CURRENTLY

[lnbnlliomofdoﬂarl
Chango from Jantary 1972 budget Change from June estimate
Surrent
ostimate
9.0
23
S W
3.7
16.2
4.3
2.9
4.0
v Total budget receipts ----m ..... T e 220.8 225.0
ing income assu r :
Mm metiors, o .- 31,145.0 1,152.0
Pommnneomo .- 3924.0 935.0
Corporate profits before tax 3193.0 97.0

1 Cha ca ns tax estimate.
m“&i?.a?&?&m pre-july 1972 Commerce revision. .

Note: The figures are rounded and may not necessarily add to totals.

Source: Office of the

of the Treasury, Office of Yax Analysis,

=
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. The .CHAmMAN. Shall we hear from Mr. Weinberger now and
~address ourselves to questions later f '

STATEMENT OF HON. CASPAR W. WEINBERGER, DIRECTOR, OFFICE
| OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

Mr. WeinBerGer, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I fully
-endorse the statement which Secretary Shultz has just made. I have
a statement but will, in the interest of time, paraphrase parts of it and
obviously leave out the tables, I ask permission that the statement
be printed in full in your record. )

he comments this afternoon will focus on the 1973 budget out-
look and its implications for the subf'ect covered by the first two
titles of the bill that is beforel you—the public debt limitation and
the spending ceiling, respectively.

In calling specific attention to the first two titles of the bill, I do
not mean to belittle title II1. The joint committee proposal in title
IIX offers the I;romise of long needed reform of the budget process. I
“snmrt it wholeheartedly. \

- 'When we last appeared before you on the debt limitation in June,
we presented the results of the midsession review of the budget. We
estimated unified budget deficits of $26 billion in fiscal year 1972
~and $27 billion in fiscal year 1978, The combined total of the two
deficits was $11 billion less than we had estimated in January.

FISCAL YEAR 1072 RESULTS

The actual unified budget deficit for fiscal year 1972 was $23 bil-
lion, or $3 billion less than estimated early in June. About one-half of
this change resulted from higher receipts and one-half from lower

outlays. .
On a full employment basis, there was a deficit of about $3.5 billion.

IN FISCAL YEAR 1973

The estimates announced in the midsession review were necessarily
tentative. The Congress had not completed action on any of the regu-
lar 1978 appropriation bills. Further, wa still did not have the final
1972 budget results. Even now, at this late date, the situation is not
~ clear. The Congress has yet to complete final action on five regular

appropriations %rills, including the two largest—Defense and Labor-
Igg“}) The Congress is also considerix}l% other bills, including H.R. 1,
that could have a major impact on 1973 spending. In addition, there
are the usual uncertainties about estimates covering a year that still has
more than 8 months to go.

1973 SPENDING INCREASES

* As you know, the administration has been concerned about additions
to the 1973 budget. In fact, legislation, other than appropriation bills,
that has been enacted or agreed to in conference to date will add
:}bout $914 ‘billion to the 1973 unified budget deficit contemplated in
anuary. ‘
' As orI{e of the tables show, this includes $3.7 billion for the social se-
curity benefit increase and tax deferral, $4.3 billion for general revenue
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sharing primarily because of the fact vou alluded to—that the Con-
gress did not enact general revenue sharing in fiscal 1972, and, there-
fore, the necessity for funding it carried over into this fiscal year—and
$1 billion for benefits to coal miners with black lung disease.

In addition to the increases shown in that table, it was necessary for
the administration to seek and for the Congress to enact appropria-
tions of about £1.8 billion for relief of areas stricken by tropical storm
Agnes: these uppropriations will add $1.6 billion to 1973 spending.

Incidentally, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, the table
shows of the appropriation bills enacted thus far, the Congress has
added $700 mil\ion to the President’s appropriation request; but the
important thing is the point I mentioned a moment ago and that is
the enactment of §9.5 billion additions for deficit bills outside of the
appropriation process.

NEED FOR A SPENDING CEILING

On July 26, for the second time this session, the President urged the
Congress to enact a vigid ceiling on 1973 spending and he has repeated
this request. frequently since July, most recently last Saturday. The
President not only has stressed the problem of budget increases, he has
also strongly emphasized the need to prevent higher taxes and higher
prices. His action in vetoing the Labor and Health, Education and.
Welfare A{)pro yriation bill and the 20 percent increase in railroad
retirement benefits demonstrates unmistakably his serious concern.

I urge this committee and the Senate to support the provision con-
tained in title IT of the bill before you that sets an effective ceiling of
$250 billion on total 1973 spending. The President is prepared to face
the harsh and diflicult decisions necessary to stay within such a spend-
ing ceiling. He should have the support of the Congress in this for-
midable task and the $250 billion spending ceiling in the form proposed
is the only way he can get that support now.’

We can hold the total of 1973 outlays to $250 billion. We should do
so. We can only do so with the rigid ceiling requested by the President

“and contained in H.R. 16810.

A number of arguments have been heard recently against this pro-
posal. T would like to comment particularly on one of them.

It is said that by enacting this legislation the Congress would be
giving up its constitutional control over Federal spending. To the
contrary, this legislation represents the only way left for the Congress
to get control of spending, to take a look at the total budget and ex-
press its will on what level of spending we should have in this fiscal
year.

It is the existing congressional procedure for reviewing the budget,
which precludes any comprehensive action on the total and not the
coilmi: proposal, that constifutes an abdication from responsibility.
This legislation and this legislation alone, of the thousands of biﬁs
before you, gives the Congress an opportunity to participate in and
control fiscal policy. '

It is worth emphasizing that this legislation does not involve a ques-
tion of the Executive’s encroaching on congressional prerogatives or
vice versa. The question is whether the Congress will permit its own
procedures to deprive it of all opportunity to exercise its responsibility
to direct the fiscal policy. I believe that the Congress wants to exercise
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its constitutional power to control total spending as much as its power,
which we in the exccutive branch also respect, to allocate funds within
that total. This bill gives it the opportunity to act on the total.

1073 RECEIPTS ESTIMATES
Last June, 1973 unified budget receipts were estimated at $223 billion.

‘Since that time the enactment of the social security amendments, in the

last debt limit bill, has reduced our estimate of 1973 employment taxes
by $1.6 billion. This decrease is more than offset by increases we now
anticipate from the vigorous economic expansion that is underway. As
a result, unified budget receipts are now estimated at $225 billion, up
$4.2 billion since January and $2 billion since June. \

Thé unified budget totals are reflected in the accompanying table.

In conclusion, ‘\[ﬁ. Chairman, members of the committee, the pro-
rosed $465 billion statutory debt limit is calculated on the basis of $250
Lillion in 1973 budget outlays. We need the spending ceiling voted by
the House in order to hold to this outlay total. We need the increase in
the debt limit to continue to operate the GGovernment on this frugal
basis. i

Last year the Federal deficit on a unified budget basis was $23 billion.
That deficit occurred when there was a clear need for stimulus in the
national cconomy. This year the economy is moving ahead strongly.
We dare not add to a deficit that, even on a full employment basis, is
larger than last year's If we allow huge full employment deficits to
occur year after year, the inevitable result will be a return to income-
eating inflation or higher taxes, or both.

There can be no question that the time for fiscal responsibility is now.
The time is past for wanting to spend more on in({ividual programs

that we can afford in total.

We—the Congress and the executive branch together—must through
a firm $250 billion statutory spending ceiling, assure the Nation and
the World that we are determined to avoid inflation and preserve fiscal
sanity. This is the only way we can see to give such assurance.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

(Mr. Weinberger’s prepared statement follows -\

ExEcUTIVE OFFICE OF TIE PRESIDENT,
OFFICB OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET,
Washington, D.C.

STATEMENT OF CaAsPER W, WEINBERGER, DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE, OF MANAGEMENT
) AND Bubpeer

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, My remarks this afternoon will
focus on the 1973 budget outlook and its implications for the subjects covered by
the first two titles of the bill that is before you—the public debt limitation and
the spending cetling, respectively. In calling specific attention to the first two
titles of the bill, I do not mean to belittle Title I11. The Joint Comnmittee proposed
in Title III offers the promise of long-needed reform of the budget process. I
support it wholeheartedly.

When we last appeared before you on the debt limitation, in June, we presented
the results of the mid-session review of the budget, We estimated unified budget
deficits of $26 billion in fiscal year 1972 and $27 billion in fiscal year 1973. The -
combined total of the two deficits was $11 billion less than we had estimated in
January.

FISCAL YEAR 1872 RESULTS

The actual unified budget deflcit for fiscal year 1972 was $23 billion, or $3 bil-
lion less than estimated early in June, About one-half of this change resulted
from higher receipts and one-half from lower outlays. -
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On a full-employment basis there was a deficit of about $814 billion.

FISOAXL YEAR 19738

The estimates announced in the mid-session review were necessarily tentative.
The Congress had not completed action on any of the regular 1973 appropriation
bills. Further, we sttll did not have the final 1972 budget results. Even now—at
this late date—the situation is not clear. The Congress has yet to complete final
action on five regular appropriations bills, including the two largest———Defense
and Labor-HEW. The Congress is also considering other bills, including H.R. 1,
.- that could have a major impact on 1973 spending. In addition, there are the usual
uncertainties about estimates covering a year that still has more than eight

months {0 go.
) 1973 SPENDING INCREASES

As fou know, the Administration has been concerned about additions to the
1973 budget. In fact, legislation—other than appropriation bills—that has been
- enacted or agreed to in conference to date add about $914 billion to the 1973
unified budget deficit contemplated in January. As the table on the next page
shows, this includes $3.7 billion for the social security benefit increase and tax
deferral, $3.83 billlon for general revenue sharing (largely because of the shift
of two_guarterly payments from fiscal year 1972 to fiscal year 1978), and $1.0
billion for benefits to coal miners with black lung disease.

EFFECT OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON THE 1973 BUDGET DEFICIT AS OF OCT. 9, 1972

~ M:.-\I——u

-.-5—-—-—-_ {In blltions of dollars)
! House Senate Enacted
Appropriation bills:
m)Apm:ulturo, EPA,etc........... e eeeeecemcesatmesnecmeanenena. +0.2 +40.4 +0.
HUD, s'rau. SCINCE. oo iieiiiiaeceaena. ('2 +.1 +.
Labor-HEW (votood? ........................................... (+.6) (+1.1) +.
Labor-HEW (new bill)........ feeemanenecemeneneeneeeaeaeanamans +.2 +.1
Defense and military construction. . .. -2.0 -16
Foreign assistance. .. ... c.ciciiiiiiiiiaiciaaceaaaan -1 -.7
Other (net changes). . ... ..o.ciiiiiciooiaaenaaiiacaacaann -2 +.7 +.
Total, appropriation bills_ . ... ... i -1.8 -3 +.
Other actions and inactions:
- Social security, medicare, medicaid:
Debt timit bill:
sweaﬁ b08S . e +1.6 +1.6 i”
enefitincreass. ... ... ... .......... r————— N 3
Furtherchanges............. rmeeemmeesereceeieesasneans } Al t+4.2 { @
Total, social security, medicare, medicaid.............. +5.7 +5.8 +3.7
Raitroad retirement benefits. ... ..o +.4 +-.4 s4.4
Black lung benefits....._.. e +1.0 +1.0 +1.0
General revenue sharing.... .. +3.1 +3.1 643.3
Housing Actof 1972....... ('g +.5 g)
Urban special revenuesharing. ... ... . oooroiiminiianna... - -.5 -
Water Quatity Controt Actamendments. ... .. ..cooooe.o... +.7 +.7 (;)
Rural Development Act.......oocouoo.. .- +.3 +.6 -+.
Vocational Rehabilitation Act......... .- +.3 +.4 (zl)
Economic Cpportunity Act amendments a—ae +.5 +.8 +.
Federal-aid Nighways. .....cenoocaeeeenecmeccrmrecevrcacncanes +.2 +.2 ?)
Veterans' benefits. .. .......ococieucncromenccacmnaccceancanes +.3 +1.1 +.
School Lunch Act amendments... ... .coceouennoimionicanaana.. +.2 +.2 i.z
Other actions affecting the deficit(mandatory if enacted)............. +1.7 +.7 ]
Total effect on budget deficit. ...l +11.9 +14.7 +9.5
1 Less than $50,000,000. Detail may not add to totals becauss of rounding.
* No action. .

3 Conference.
4 Effective dates for further changes in Senate version are later than those in House version. Full year sost of Senate

version is substantiafly higher than House varsion, ceflecting more and higher benefitincreases.
3 Enacted over President’s veto,
¢ Based on report of conferees.
1 Reported. -

In addition to the increases shown in that table, it was necessary for the
Administration-to seek and for the Congress to enact appropriations of about
$1.8 billion for relief of areas stricken by tropical storm Agnes; these appropri-
ations will add $1.6 billion to 1978 spending.
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NEED .FOR A SPENDING: CEILING

.On July 26, for the second. time this sesslon, the President urged the Congress
to enact a rigid ceiling on 1973 spending, and he has repeated this request
frequently since July. The President not only has stressed the problem of budget
increases; he has also strongly emphasized the need to prevent higher taxes and
higher prices. His action in vetoing the Labor and Health, Education, and
Welfare Appropriation Bill and the 204, increase in rallroad retirement benefits
demonstrates unmistakably his serious concern.

I urge this Committee and the Senate to support the provision contained in
Title II of the bill hefore you that sets an effective celling of $250 billlon on
total 1973 spending. The Presldent is prepared to face the harsh and difficult
decisions necessary to stay within such a spending ceiling. He should have the
support of the Congress in this formidable task, and the $250 billion spending
ceiling in the form proposed is the only way he ean get that support now,

We can hold the total of 1973 outlays to $250 billion. We should do so. We
ciift only do so with the rigid ceillng requested by the President and: contained
in H.R. 16810. L e ' o

A-number of arginents have been heard recently against this. proposal. I
would’ like to comment particularly on one of them.,. - <

It 18 said that by enacting this legislation, the Congress would he giving up
its constitutional control over federal spending. Tq the contrary, this legislation
represents the only way left for the Congress to get control of spending, to take
a look at the total budget and express its will on what level of spending we
should have in this tiscal year. ’ S o

‘It Is the existing congressional procedure for reviewing the biidget (which
precludes any comprehensive action on the total) and not the ceiling proposal
that constitutes an abdication from responsibility, This lJegislatlon and this
legislation alone, of the thousands of bills before you, gives the Congress an
opportunity to participate in and control fiséal policy. . i ‘

It is worth emphasizing that this legislation does not involve a question of the
Ixécutive's encroaching on congressional prerogatives or vice versa. The ques-
tlon 1s whether the Congress will permit it3 éton procedurcs to deprive it of all
opportunity to exercise its responsibility to direct fiscal policy. I believe that the
Congress wants to exercise its constitiitional power to control fotal spending as
much as its power, which we i the 'Executive Branch also respect, to allocate
funds within that total. This bili gives it the opportunity to act’on. the total.

1973 RECEIPTS ESTIMATES

Last June, 1973 unified budget receipts were estimated at $228 billion. Since
that time, the enactment of the sociol security amendments (in the last debt
limit bill) has reduced our estimate of 1973 employment taxes by $1.6 billion.
This decrease is more than offset by increases we now anticipate from the vigor-
ous economic expansion that is underway. As a result, unified budget receipts
are now estimated at $225 billion, up $4.2 billion since January and $2 billion

since June.
UNIFIED BUDGET TOTALS

The following table compares the current estimates with the estimates used
in June, and includes estimates on a full-employment basis:

UNIFIED BUDGET TOTALS

- [in billions)
1872 1973
June June Curtent -
estimate Actusl estimate estimate
7 IPSe e meneeeamcnaaccscnanccccsonnnaes e 207.0 208.6 223.0 . 225.0
A SO 233.0 231, 2.0 250.0
) DeRCit. oeeeenicrcnaaacaccnaccacoaasscncacanns -26.0 -23.0 -21.0 -25.0
Full-employment receipts. . ... .cooiiieiaiiaanaan 225.0 225.0 245.0 243.5
fi gll-omglogment ouﬂags. Metieeecsccecesvsssnaseaane 230.0 228.6 248.0 248.0
Full-employment deficit.....coveeeeenaenanenn " =50 -3.6 -3.0 -4, 5

84-914—72——3
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FEDERAL FUNDS TOTALS

Changes in estimates for the Federal funds part of the budget, which are the
basis on which changes in the public debt and the debt limit are calculated, do
not show quite the same pictm-e :

1972 : 1973 -

June. June Current

estimate Actual estimate estimate

ROCBIDS - oo e eeee e oo 147.1 148.8 152.6 15.6
Outlays. e eaemeeeaanan . 179.3 122.1 190.4 188.0
1 L SN -32.2 —-28.9 ~37.8 -32.4

The reduction in the Federal funds deficits for the current and prior year leads
us to believe that a debt Hmit of $465 billion can suffice through the fiscal year
19738 if a rigid $250 billlon spending celling is enacted. Of the $9 billion decrease
since June in the estimated Federal funds deficits for the two years, roughtly §5
billion is attributable to hlgher revenues and $4 billion to the decrease in Federanl

funds outlays. .
;g CONCJ,USION

The proposed $465 billion sttgtutory debt limit is culculated on the basis of $250
billion in 1973 budget outlays. We need the spending celling voted by the House
in order to hold to this outlay total. We need the increase in the debt llmlt to con-
tinue to operate the Government on this frugal basis.

‘Last year, the. Federal deficit on a unified budget basis was $23 billion. 'I'hat
deficit occurred when there was a clear need for stimulus in the national economy.
This year. the economy is moving ahead. strongly. We dare not add to a defleit
that, even on a full-employment basis, is latger than last year’s. If we allow huge
full- employment deficits to occur year after year, the inevitable result will be a
return to income-eating inflation, or higher taxes, or both,

There can be no question that the time for fiscal responsibility is now. The
time 1s past for wanting to spend more on individual programs than we can afford
in total, We—the Congress and the Executive Branch together—must, through
a firm $250 billion statutory spending ceiling, assure the Nation and the world
that we are determined to avoid inflation and preserve fiscal sanity.

BUDGET RECEIPTS AND OUTLAYS, BY FUND GROUP

1972 . T
June June
estimate Actual estimate estimate
Recsipts: - .
Federalfunds. ... ... ... el 147.1 148.8 152.6 155.6
Trustfunds. . o ieieaann 13.2 72.9 83.6 82.6
Intragovernmental transactions. ... ... .......... -13.3 -13.1 -13.2 -13.2
L (1 PSS 201.0 203.6 2.0 225.0
Outla‘ys:
ederalfunds. ... ... ... ... 179.3 177.7 190.4 188.0
Teustfunds. . iiiiieioae. 67.0 67.0 72.8 75.2
intragovernmental transactions. . _..._...._._._... -13.3 -13.1 -13.2 -13.2
L (7 SR S 233.0 231.6 250.0 250.0
Surplus ordeﬁcu - . . .
N Federal () demmancasaneameeanamanes cemsea ~32.2 -28.9 -37.8 -32.4
m(funds..........; ......................... 6.2 5.9 10.8 1.4

Toa! 2.0 -23.0 -21.0 -25.0
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BUDGET SURPLUS OR DEFICIT (—) BY FUND GROUP

1972 1973

June June Cutrent
estimate Actual estimate estimate

Federal funds: ) =
Transactions with the public.... .. ... ....._... -19.2 -16.0 . -2.8 ~19.4
~ Transactions with trusttunds.._ . __ . .. . _.... -13.1 -12.9 -13.0 ~13.0
b 7 —~32.2 —28.9 -37.8 :iz;f
Trust tunds; - R
Transactions with the public...................... -6.8 -1.0 -2.2 --5.6
Transactions with Federal funds_ ... ... ... 13.1 12.9 13.0 13.0
L 17 6.2 5.9 10.8 7.4

Budget total:

ederal funds. ... . .. s —-32.2 -28.9 -37.8 -32.4
Trustfunds. . .. . 6.2 5.9 10.8 1.4
R T -26.0 -23.0 -21.0 -25.0

The CHairMAN. Senator Nelson ?

Senator Nerson. Under the expenditure ceiling, where would: the
cuts be made and out of what part of the Federal %ud et ¢ How many
billions are there in the budget from which you would be making the

. cuts and how much is the total amount of the cut and what percentage

of that piece of pie are you cutting ? ‘
Mr, WEINBERGER. Senator, the total magnitude of the cut necessary
to get in the $250 billion level isn’t known yet because, as I have said,
there are still five major approi)riatmns bills that are not passed and
several other items we must call budget threats that are still pending
in both Houses. We have appended a table to the statement here and .
it shows that there is pending legislation with outlay implications of
$11.9 billion in the House versions and $14.7 billion in the Senate ver-
sions. Until the final action of the Congress is known, we will not know
the magnitude of the task before us. At this point we believe that it is
somewhere in the $6 billion range; but, as I say, there is a long way
to go even though presumably the time is short. We, therefore, would

~ have to wait and see exactly how much had to be cut.

{
There is another problem and that is that a large part of the $250
billion is made up of estimates of what the total outlays would be.
This spending ceiling affects outlays, not authority, as you know, and
that means that what we might see in November and December as a
total outlay reduction requirement could well change as we got into

A{)}i‘il, May or June. With the differing estimates that the uncontrol-
 la

ble programs necessarily have, it is, I think, conceivable that we
‘m__lfht start a reduction program in November or December if the
ceiling were enacted. The particulars of the program might have to

- be changed one way or another as we got into the spring. But the gen-

eral magnitude of what we are looking at at this point is approxi-

~mately 1n the $6 billion range. That is not a very large percentage of
-~ the $256 billion proposed program at this point. L
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As far as where the cuts will be made, we haven’t completed our
work and necessarily, since this is a vital part of the budget process
and it is the President’s budget, these would be decisions he would
have to make. We would hope to present for him a number of options
covering alternate reductions in various areas. B

Wo bheliove the greatest flexibility is needed for this so it be not

necessary for him to-cut too deeply into any specific program. .
‘ By and large. T would say a pretty good guide would be the totals
that were contained in the 1973 budget as it was submitted to the Con-
gress in January. though we have indicated changes and the chairman
has indicated changes that have had to occur in that as a result of such
things as the tropical storms over which obviously there is no control. -
The short. simple answer is. we are not prepared to say at this point.
We have not completed our work but we have indicated the range of -
total we are looking at this time. hearing in mind it might shift very
substantially depending on events. particularly events in the Con-
gress in the next few days.

Senator Nelson. Well. the October T Business Week has a note on
page 40. ' ‘ S B

Mr. WerNpeErcer. Somcone just called my attention to that in the
car on the way up. I have not seen that, Senator. It was read to me or
quoted to me. Tt is totally inaccurate, unsubstantiated and there is
nothing to it. T haven’t scen the quotation. I know someone from the .
magazine interviewed me and I don’t know where they are getting
their information. but as is the case with most leaked information, it
sounds as if it is rather drastically wrong. Certainly no decisions have
been made. , ' '

Senator Newsox, The article states that “The Office of Management

"and'Bud‘g‘:et has put together a 2-inch-thick black book for President

Nixon detailing $8 billion in possible spending cuts this fiscal year.
Possibilities include $1.2 billion from defense with some base c¢losings.
NASA has already gotten some reading from the book, a spending’
ceiling of $2.9 billion, and Space Shuttle spending cut in half.”
Are’you saying there is no such book ¢ o .
Mr. WeiNBercER. Yes, I am saying whoever wrote that article knows
a great deal more than I do or less than 1 do and I have talked to the
top staff people on the way out here that is just plain wrong. .
Senator NersoN. You state that a $6 billion cut out of $250 billiot
isn’t very large percentagewise. ITowever, it is clear that there are
places in that $250 billion where, of course, you can’t cut; payments
on interest, veterans’ benefits, social security and so forth. .~ -,
Where will you cut? That $6 billion will be coining out’of what
total? Is there $100 billion that you can’t cut from or $150 billion?
Six billion dollars from $75 or $80 or $100 billion is a whole lot more
percentagewise than $6 billion out of a total budget of $250 billion.
Secretary Suurtz. I am sure Mr. Weinbérger can give a more com-
prehensive answer that I to this question, but let me comment on one
aspect of it that falls within the Treasury work and that is the ques-
tion of interest on the debt; and that is always classified as uncon-
trollable—you have to pay out—and there is nothing that can be
done about it. |
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.. I think to the contrary, that if this ceiling is enacted it will make a
difference in the amount of interest that we have to pay on the debt
and it will do so for two important reasons: _

One is that we will have a smaller amount of debt in total than we
otherwise -would have, so naturally we won’t have to pay as much
-~ interest.. . . : ‘

. A second and perhaf)s more fundamental reason is that if we can
show resolve in control of Federal spending, we will be able to have
a fiscal policy that is consistent with continued progress against the.
too high rate of inflation; and if we can make progress against infla-
tion, that is the biggest single thing that is goirig to be affecting the
- Interest rates over a long period of time. Since it will affect interest it
will affect the amount ot interest we pay on the debt.

I think that the impact of exercising this discipline will be felt all
through the budget in subtle ways such as this that aren’t-direct. OMB
doesn’t: tell ;you you have to cut interest payments by such and such
amount, but it will come about as a result of the operation of the econ-
- omy following a move like this.

‘Senator NrrsoN. My reservation about giving the President the au-
“thority is that it gives him an opportunity to legislate, so to speak,

spend money; cut moneys from programs he doesn’t like that the

ongress does want; and I would oppose that but is this going to be
an across-the-board cut from all programs ¢ :

Mr. WeINBERGER. No; I don’t think that is indicated at this point,

nor necessary, Senator. I think that is perhaps, if I might use the ex-

ression, & comparatively crude and nonanalytical way to go about it

)ecause you don’t then analyze the programs which are working or the

programs which would be severely injured by that kind of procedure.

So that.would not be the most desirable approach.

- This spending ceiling would be in effect for approximately 8 months,
{’erhaps a little less, depending on when and 1if it is enacted; and, as

have mentioned before, it seems to me the antithesis of an abdication -

of congressional power to the President. It seems to me the assertion
of a power which the Congress has long since seemed to have aban-
doned and that is the right to say that total fiscal policy of the United

States requires that this amount and only this amount be spent, It is

a way of getting control over what is coming to be an uncontrollable
- situation and I don’t see it as any kind of addition to the President’s

power. I see it as an assertion of confl,rressional power to start the first
-step toward what I would hope would be changes in procedures that
would enable the total overall fiscal spending and fiscal policy of the

United States to be examined on a regular, recurring basis throughout
the session. - L

'Senator NeLson. T guess you and I view it differently. I consider it
an inexcusable abdication of congressional authority to say any Pres-

ident can cut a certain amount of money and choose whatever pro-
grams he desires tocut it from. - . _
- Mr., WriNBERGFR. Every President since Thomas Jefferson has felt
he had that power and many of them have exercised it, but not in &
way that left the Congress with a say over the total fiscal policy or
the total spending program of the Government, That.is why T think
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this would be exactly the contrary, would have exactly the contrary
of.the result you mentioned.

Senator Nerson. If the President asserts that power, why is he
coming to the Congress and asking us to pass legislation? ‘
. Mr. \VeinBerGER. Because the Congress is challenging that power in
various fields.and what we would have is a series of confrontations
instead of a clear signal. We think it is very important for the Con-
gress and the President; indeed, as we mentioned, because of the
international effect around the world. this country is determined to
get hold of inflation and hold down spending and not produce a re-

sult swhich relies on the simple. easy, wrong answer of more inflation

and more taxes each year.

Senator Nrrsox. Well, I don't agree with you on the percentage-cut
proposal; I think that you could put flexibility in it, say, that he has
to cut across-the-board proportionately from all programs that can
be cut and give him $50 million or $100 million of flexibility for small
programs here and there that may be seriously injured, =

Now, are there any of these appropriations that the administration
considers sacrosanct ? For example, will there be cuts made from mili-
tavyaid. foreign aid, military budget?

.- Mr. WEINRBERGER. Well, there were cuts before in that area as a re-

sult of the reductions ordered by the President in Camp David in
August 1971. In connection with the new economie policy, he directed
reductions of approximately 10 percent in foreign aid and they were

carrvied out.

Senator Nerson. Well, I am asking about the present plan. Is there
anv nresent plan to exempt any of these programs—foreign economic
aidl; foreign military nid. the military budget ? '

“Mr. WeiNBereer. None of the ones you have meritioned. no, sir.

{ The CHARMAN. Senator, your time has expired. I am going to call
on the next Senator and come back to you. : .

‘Mr. Byrd? S

.SQenator Byro. Thank vou, Mr. Chairman. :

. Mr. Weinberger, as I understand yvour reply to Senator Nelson,
while you'car't tell exactly the-amount that the appronriations may go
over the $250 billion mark youn anticipated, it probably will be in the

neichbarhood of $6 bitlion?

- Mb. WrINBERGER. As it looks.at the present but there are a lot of
unfinished matters both in the appropriations proposed as well as
in the programmatic bills that could change that at the moment. Those

ate the best figures we have right at the moment. .

" Senator Byro. And if it was changed, it is moroe likely to'be changed
upward from the $6 billion? :

Mr: WernpeEraer. I would hope not but realistic appraisals of the
past would compel me to agree with you; ves, sir. '
. Senator Byrp. In connection with another question by  Senator
Nelcon, foreign aid was mentioned. As T recollect, the administra-
tion’s budget request for foreign aid for fiscal 1973 was about $1 billion
greater?than tlie actual appropriations for 1972. Ts that approximately
correct ‘ - : L S
. Mr. WrinseraEr. Well, we have shown. if I recall,'the bill is still
in conference. The Senate version reduced, according to the figures I

¢
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" have before me, the request of somewhere in the neighborhood of $700

million and the House figure somewhere in the neighborhood of $100
million and, as I say, the bill is still in conference.

Senator Byrp. I am speaking now of what was appropriated for
fiscal 1972. Your request was substantially highert? ’

Mr. WEINBERGER. It was higher, yes, Senator. I don’t have the exact
amount before me but it was higher.
- Senator Bynp. And you can correct the record if you wish, but
my recollection is it was about $1 million more—— .
- Mr. WeiNBERGER. 1 defer to you.

Senator Byrp (continuing). Than the Congress approved last year.

Now, I was over in the House yesterday a good bit of the time, listen-
ing to the debate and was there for the vote last evening. Chairman
Mills made the assertion in his remarks that of the total debt, as of
the end of the current fiscal year, 25 percent will have occurred or

‘resulted from deficits of the 4 fiscal years ending in fiscal 1973. I as-

sume those figures are approximately correct?

Mr. WEINBERGER. ' Yes. -

Secretary Snorrz, I think that is probably right.

Mr. WernBereer. Mr. Mills is very accurate. ‘

Senator Byrn. So while you envision the debt will be in round fig-
ures $460 to $465 million by next June 30, the cumulated deficits will be
around $104 billion during that 4-year period ¢ '

. Secretary Snurrz. Something of that kind ; that is right.

- Senator Byrp. The expenditures for fiscal 1972 were $232 billion;

is that correct, Mr. Secretary ¢
Secretary Srrortz. Yes, sir. ’
~ Senatotr Byrp. And assuming we stay within the $250 billion ceil-
ing, which is what the administration has recommended : $250 billion—
is that correct ¢ S
‘Secretary Suurtz. Yes, sir. -
Senator Byrp. Then, there will still be an increase of $18 billion?

** Secretary Siovrz. That is correct.

Senator Byrp. Which, as you brought out in your testimony before
the House Ways and Means Committee, is a very substantial increase
even if we don’t go beyond that $250 billion, $18 billion in itself is a
very substantial increase? ' o _

Secretary Suurtz. We don't th. .k this is a starvation diet an in-
crease of $18 billion in a quarter trilfion dollars altogether.

Senator Byrp. So you are not seeking to reduce expenditures below
1972; ‘what Qy_o,u are seeking to do is to %old the increase to $18 billion
above 1972¢ = o -

~Mr. WeiNBERGER. Exactly right.
> Senator Byro. Thank you, gentlemen.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

‘The CHAIRMAN. Senator Hansen ¢ “ . ,
" Senator’ HaNseN. Mr. Secretary, why is this action recommended ?

-Secretary Snurrz. Why

~ Senator HANsEN. Why is the President suppo‘rtir)g‘. the action to

B ‘ifm rose & spending limit ¢

" Secretary Suurrz. In order to keep the ﬁ‘scal'pdlidy of the Federal

Government in a responsible posture so that it helps the expansion
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. of the économy but.does not wind up reigniting the fires of inflation

that we are gradually dampening out. -~ o i
Senator HaNseN. Is it the position of the ddministration  that Con-

-gress has been derelict in this regard in not imposing self-restraints?

Secretary Suurrz.-Well, ‘we think there i8 a process here in which
the Congress acts on all of the individual pieces.one by one without
an opportunity to add up what is going on. tisn’t so much that there
is some fault in the individual Senator or Congressinan,"but that the
process itself doesn’t lend itself to a look at the overall impact of the
individual actions taken. When you get to the end of the road, where
we are now, and if you add up all of the individual pieces, you come
to more than is desirable, 5 . : :

Senator Hansen. As former Governor of Wyoming, I operated in
a State that has on its statute books & very clear prohibition against
deficit spending. It has been contended that the situation with respect
to the President is not unlike that of a Governor. In Wyoming the
Governor usually gets all of the appropriation bills at one time and
it is an easy matter to make the comparison between the outlay and
what is anticipated; on:the other hans by way of tax revenues. -

Your point is that the manner in which: Congress appropriates and
deals with.each of these separate proposals is not necessarily com-
parable to.that in W oming‘ Did I infer this from what you said ?

Secretary Suurrz. Yes;thatiscorrect. . .. .. - :

Senator HanseN. Congress could if it were of a mind and was will- -
ing to set up a different procedure, impose a restraint so that it would
not need to give this authority to the Executive if it were of a mind to-
do it. Would that be your opinion ? Y : R
- Secretary Suuvrz, Well, I think the proposal for a commission to
work on this that is in the !I:Io,use bill is by way of an effort to come at

~ this question in a different manner than has been done in the past few

years and this year. As of now, as Mr. Weinberger has brought out, the
only way in which Congress ean exercise an overall fiscal discipline in
addition to its statements of intentions on individual matters, is to

passthisbill. :

Senator Hansen, What you are saying is that this year for these

8 months still remaining in the fiscal year 1973 budget, there is not the

mechanism available to Congress to impose these necessary cuts in the
budget; is that right? '

Secretary Smurtz This is the only way that he can see that it can
be done. ‘ ‘

. Senator Hansex. Do you share Mr. Weinbetger’s opihién that-in-

stead of this being a relinquishment of authority from the legislative
to the executive branch, it reflects rather a determination on the part
of the Congress to impose fiscal restraint on the budgetmaking proc-
ess ar;d appropriation process as they are now practiced by the Con- .
gress - : : - B

- Secretary Suunz, Yes, sir; I agree with Mr. Weinberger’s analvsis
there. T think it is interesting to note that the history of the spending

. ceiling—and this committee had a fair amount to do with it—but the

history of it is that it was something that Congress wished to pass. T

. believe on the whole it was resisted hv the executive branch and finally

was passed ini the Iate 1960' with a lot of misgivings on the part of the
executive branch. But its history is, in other words, it was an effort
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by the Congress essentially to solve just this problem we are talking
aﬁout and impose a discipline, and we are now coming to you and say-
ing hit us again, we need it. ‘ ) i

Senator Haxsen. As a member of the legislative branch, I found it
extremely difficult to know whave to draw the line and in what amounts
to try to draw the line as we are faced with proposals to establish com-
. misslons, to appropriate funds.

You mentioned earlier the black lung bill. I think it was sickle cell
anemia, cancer research, any number—we could go through the whole
list of bills that have been passed—and cach one of these proposals is
certainly not without merit. They have great appeal to the public and
yet overall it has been difficult for me to try to say where and how
much we should cut so that I sharve the dilemma that I suspect is ex-
})erienced by many in feeling that it is an awfully difficult job as a

egislator to get a handle on appropriations and to do what I would

. assume most of us would hope to do, and that is, to exercise the neces-

sary restraint so as to not add fuel to the fires of inflation ; and yet we
find ourselves in the dilemma that now confronts us.

Does this seem to you to be the most logical way of coming to grips
for this fiscal year with this problem?

Secretary SnHurtz. Yes, sir; I don't see any other way, really.

Senator Hansex. I have no further questions. ‘

Senator BENNETT. The chairman has asked me to announce that the
next opportunity would be for Senator Harris and he isn’t here ; then
the next one would be for Senator Fannin and then for Senator Ribi-
coff. So, ucting in his name, I will ask Senator Fannin if he has any
questions.

Senator Fax~xiN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. :

Mr. Secretary, when we are talking about a $250 billion limitation,
isn’t this of vital importance not only the domestic economny but also
the ability of the dollar in the weorld market ? :

Secretary Snurrz. Yes, sir; no doubt about it.

Senator Fax~in. I am thinking about what the impact would be
here. We have sFecinl drawing rates, as I understand it, that are tied to
gold, but that the currencies of the world are tied to the dollar.

The other countries of the world are vitally interested not necessarily
in adopting this $250 billion limitation but having limitations that will
result in controlling inflation and reducing the value of the dollar;
isn’t that true?

Secretary SuuLrz. Yes, sir; I think everyone around the world is
excited to see the U.S. economy expanding strongly and the rate of
inflation receding in hopes that that can continue. '

I think we have to remember that when all is said and done, all of the
discussions about the esoteric aspect of international monetary prob-
lems have been dealt with, nevertheless the fundamental value of the
dollar is what you can buy with it i the United States—in this big
market. So our ability to exercise discipline here and to control infla-
tion is the fundamental factor.

Senator FANNIN. That has been in evidence. With the reduction of
the tremendous pressure that has besn placed on the United States, we
no longer have a crisis coming along every 60 or 90 days. There seems
to be so much greater stability and better feeling in the world market ;
and I think this is remarkable in the way that it has been handled.

84-914—72——8
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I certainly commend you for it.

Mr. Director, I was wondering if you would want to comment? I was
very impressed with the article in one of our papers in the last couple
of days: “Roles Reversed on Spending Restraint.” :

(The article referred to follows:)

[From the Washington Post]
A RePLY TO SENATOR HUMPHREY : ROLES REVERSED ON SPENDING RESTRAINT

By Caspar W. Weinberger Director of the Office of Management and Budget
at the White House)

There once was a time, as Sen. Humphrey indicated in a recent article in The
Washington Post, when the Congress was a potent force for spending restraint,
and the President was the big spender, Certainly, this was true during the 1960’s.
But that era ended on Jan. 20, 1969. Now the roles are reversed. ’

So when Sen. Humphrey persists in measuring Congressional action in terms
of Congressional changes to the President’s appropriation requests, e overlooks
the fact that actions on bills other than appropriations often force spending in- .
creases which appropriations acts (and the President’s proposals for appropri-
ations) then have to accommodate, Following is a table which shows our esti-
mate of the effect of Congressional actions on spending in the current fiscal year
mate of the effect of Congressional actions on spending in the current fiscal year:

EFFECT OF CQNGRESSiONAL ACTION ON THE 1973 BUDGET DEFIC!T AS OF OCT. 2, 1972
[in billions of doltars)

House Senate Enacted
Appropriation bifls:
= ABnoultu re, EPA, ele. . .. iiiiieiiienaan +0,2 +0.4 +0.3
HUD, Space, Science........_... e eeameeeaeeaaecaeanaaann (lg +.1 +.1
Labor-HEW otood? ........................................... (+.0) (+1.1) +.7
Labor-HEW (new biil)......_..__. e mem——aan +.2 - (2 3
Defense & military construction .. -2.0 -1 3
Foreign assistance............ e eeeateeaeenaneenmenaeeeanass -1 +.7 ‘)
Other (net changes). ........couoeemiie i ieiaicacceamaaaennn -.2 -7 +.
Total, appropriation bills. . ... ... .. ... iiiiiiiaiiaann ~1.9 -1.0 +.7
Other Actions and Inactions:
Socisl security program:
Debt fimit bill: .
Revenue 108S. ... ... ... . .. .iiiiiiiiiiiaao... +1.6 +1.6 +1.6
Benefitincrease. ... _........__. eemanns e +4.1 +2.1 +2.1
Further liberalizations. . .. .. ... ... .. o o iiiiiiiicaiieoanas o ®
. Total, social security.._........ .. ... +5.7 +3.7 +3.7
Railroad retirement benefit.. ... ... .. . .. ..ociciiioiao.. +-. 4 +.4 4.4
Black lung benefits. ... ... . ... .. ieiiiiimeeiaaa +1.0 +1.0 +1.0
- General revenue sharing.. ... ... ... ... ...... T, +3.1 +3.1 ¢43.3
Housing Actof 1972 . . . _ . .. .. (lg +.5 g)
Urban special revenue sharing........ ... - -5 -
Water Quality Control Act Amendments. .. +.7 +.7 S‘)
Rural Development Act________.__ . ___. +.3 +.6 +.
Yocational Rehabilitation Act. ... ... .. .. ..coiiaii.... +.3 +.4 sl)
Economic Opportunity Act Amendments....._...................C +.5 +.8 b4,
Federal-aid highways. .. ... ... .. . . .. .. ee....... (2 4.2 1‘)
Veterans benefits. .. ... . ... .. ... +. +1.1 +.
Lunch Act Amendments. . ... ... .. ... .ci.eeeiei.o. +.2 +.2 +.2
Other actions affecting the deficit (mandatory if enacted)....._... +1.7 +.7 +.2
Total effect on budget deficit. ... ... . ....coiieieeeiinnnn. +1L7 +11.9 +9.5
1 Less than $50,000,000. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
2 Reported.
 No action.
s Conference.
§ Enrolled.
¢ Based on report of conferees.

The Congress may reduce the President’s appropriation requests (although

. at the moment it is $700 million above them). But other acts during this session,
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nearly all of them mandatory, have caused significant increases, In fact, there
have been bills in each house adding nearly $12 billion to the defleit in the
President’s budget, and $9.5 billion of these have been enacted this session.
Many of these legislative actions require the President to request additional
appropriations. For example, the bill providing additional benefits for coal
niiners with black lung disease required the President to send up an appropria-
tion request for nearly $1 billion. ‘

The Congress also has raised social security benefits by more than $2 billion
this year over the soclal security budget proposals-.of the President. That
increase never appears in Seu. Humphrey's figures because it does not affect
any appropriation bill or serve his argument. Nevertheless, the increase must
be Included in the President’s budget in all future years. Next yeat, the 1972
social security increase will add $6 btilion to 1974 spending over the level con-
templated by the President.

It is simply not true that Congress has been cuttlng spending. When all
actions are taken into account, the Congress has not, as Sen. Humphrey sug-
gested, cut spending by $16 billion since this administration took office; in fact,
it has not cut spending at all. The increases in spending—not appropriations,
and not authority to spend, but the spending increases forced in the past four
years—total more than $13 billion. Coincidentaliy—or is it deliberately—most
of this increase iIs taking place in the current fiseal year. As the table shows,
actions of this Congress bave already added more than $9 billion to the 1973
deficit estimated by the President last January. Even taking account of the
prospective decrease in the appropriations for the military functions of the De-
partment of Defense, the final result threatens to be higher. This is because Con-
gress has not completed action on civilian bills either. For example, it is con-
sidering further soclal security, Medicare and adult assistance liberalizations for
\\'hichuthe Senate Finance Committee proposals would add almost $9 billion
annually.

The proposed spending ceiling is absolutely essential to the nation’s economic
well-being. We must not repeat the fiscal mistakes of 1963 to 1968. This Congress
has proved beyond any reasonable doubt that it has been incapable of exercising
effective control over total spending. It takes a year (or longer in the past two
fiscal years) to complete action on approriation bills, and requires the President
-to transmit a budget for the coming year without knowing the action of Congress
for the current year. The Congress pays excessive attention to details and virtu-
ally no attention to overall totals or to the effect of individual separate acts of
spending on the budget totals. This is the very antithesis of fiscal responsibility.

In his 1973 budget message, the President observed that: *“The American people
deserve, and our government requires, a more orderly and more rational-budget
Drocess,” A year earlier, in his 1972 budget message, the President had invited the
cooperation of the Congress in making the budget an efficient and effective instru-
ment for coordinated management of federal programs and finances, Congress
bas not yet responded, and the weaknesses of the present process have com-
pounded. For this reason, the Ullman amendment, now contained.in the spending
ceiling proposal, is doubly welcome. It offers the hope of a vastly better system.

Unless Congress now—with the fiscal year almost half over—approves the
gr;)posed spending ceiling, we face the very real prospect of higher taxes In the
uture.

Senator FanNin. In replying to one of our gifted collengues you
stated he overlooks the fact that sanctions on bills other than appro-
priations often force spending increases which appropriation acts and
the President’s proposals then have to accommodate. You also refer
in your article to the increases of spending, not appropriations and not
authority to spend, but the spending increases forced in the past 4
years total more than $13 billion,

Would you like to just comment on that ¢

Mr. WEINBERGER. Yes, sir, Senator, I appreciate the opportunity.

There is a sort of belief, fallacy, as we call it, that the whole thing
has to be viewed by examining the action on 14 a propriation bills;
and, as we said, Senator Long and T have a little different idea as to
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E3'ecisely what the total is at the moment. It looks on the basis of those
ills that have been acted on, we are $700 million over the request;
at least that would be that amount added to the deficit as a result of
congressional action. But-the Congress is not through and there will
be traditionally, historically, comparatively small increases, compara-
tively small decreases when action on the 14 appropriations bills is
finished. The simple fact of the problem is that you have bills such
as the 20-percent increase in social security, you have a black lung bill,
you have various changes in programs that are contemplated by some
of the versions of H.R. 1, that require enormous additional in the
spending over and above that covered by the appropriations bills.
So it is not enough to look at the appropriations bills. So it is not
enough to look at the appropriations bills or say that this process
is working well because normally we stay within or close to the Presi-
dent’s bu(f et
The roglem is what is required by the mandatory programs in many
cases that are adopted by the Congress and thereby force their way
into the appropriation process in succeeding years and also the appro-
riation process necessarily covers 1 fiscal year. I think all too rarely
o we look at the outyear effect of some of the agproprlations, some
of the special new biﬁ's and programs that are adopted by the Con-
gress, and we are to a very considerable extent prisoners of programs
that were adopted a long time ago that keep rolling on whether we
touch them or not. ) o
Senator Fannin. Well, thank you, Mr. Weinberger. I think it
is extremely valuable that this be brought forcefully to the attention of
Congress. I think many Members of Congress realize—some do not—
but more importantly it be brought to the attention of the general

public. I thank you.

No further questions. o

Senator Rinicorr. Mr. Secretary. T have been trying to get some
thoughts clear in my mind after listening to the chairman and the
questioning of Senator Nelson and Senator Byrd.

Could you sort of inform me as to the total amount of the budget
deficits occurring in the last 4 years?

Secretary Sirvrrz. Let me get the information. These would be the
deficits in the unified budget?

Senator Rinicorr. Unified and Federal funds basis, both.

Secretary Snuntz. Well, let's start with 1969. We had a surplus
in the unified budget of $3.2 billion.

Senator Risicorr. Let's take the Nixon years.

Secretary Suvrrz. Well, that was the first Nixon year. In 1970,
we had a deficit of $2.8 billion: in 1971, a deficit of $23 billion ; in 1972,
a deficit of $23 billion. In 1973, we project a deficit of $25 billion,
depending upon what happens here. But our projection of revenues
is $225 billion, and if we are able to hold expenditures at $250 billion,
we will have a $25 billion deficit in fiscal 1973, So that adds up to a
net deficit of $70.7 billion for the fiscal years 1969 through 1973, in
the unified budget. ‘

Scenator Byrd may have had the Federal fund deficit in mind; I
am not certuin.

Senator Byrp. I had the Federal fund deficit, but 1 base your publie
debt limitation on the Federal fund deficit.
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Senator Rieicorr. On the Federal fund deficit, it would be some-
where, T assume, over $100 million as against the unified basis of $70.
billion ¢

Senator Byrn. At least $104 billion. . 3

Senator RiBicorr. At least $104 billion. So during the Nixon years.
you would have a $104 billion deficit on the Federal funds basis.

Now, another thing puzzles me. T had been under the impression
that over the last 4 years Congress had actually appropriated less
money than the President had actually asked for. Could you enlighten
me on the basis of the last 4 years what the President requested and.
what Congress had actually appropriated? .

Mur. WEINBERGER. Senator, the point was the same one I was talking
to in responding to Senator Fannin’s question. :

In the appropriation process, the 14 appropriation bills may typi-
cally result in a little over or a little under the President’s request.
The problem comes with the additional programs that are adopted,
and the statement that T submitted to the committee goes into that
in more detail. It shows that, for example, the enacted appropriation
bills are now about $700 million over, adding to the deficit that the
President projected when he submitted the budget in January. Those
are appropriation bills.

When you look at the other actions and in actions of the Congress,
you will see that there are thus far enacted another $9.5 billion which
adds to that deficit you have been discussing. And those are outside
the appropriation process. They involve such bills, for example, as the
railroad retirement benefits in which the President’s veto was over-
ridden; black lung benefits of $1 billion; failure to enact revenue shar-
ing in fiscal 1972; the revenue loss occasioned by the social security in-
crease; the benefit increase occasioned by the same increase ; and a whole
rz;f; ofdother bills that pose budget threats or require the expenditure
of funds.

Senator Rinsicorr. But the President did go along with the social
security increase. )

Mr. WeiNskrer. He signed that bill because, for one thing, Senator,
as you know, it was attached to a debt ceiling bill that is considered by
a great many people, particularly the Secretary of the Treasury, to be
extremely vital.

Senator Risrcorr. That is right, but he wasn't against it, was he? Is
he against the increases of the social security benefits ¢

M%‘. WEINBERGER. No, he made the point, I think, quite clearly in his
signing statement, if I recall, the bill was necesgary because it amended
the debt ceiling. At that time, he made the point that he felt the most:
serious problem in connection with it was not the social security bene-

- fits. but, rather, the problem was that they were not financed and risked

some of the actuarial soundness of the fund. E

Senator Riercorr. Just the same, the President doesn’t mind taking
credit for the increases in social security payments to some 19 million
people; does het L

Secretary Suuvtz. I think it is fair to say, Senator, that these cau-
tions were raised, as a matter of fact, in this committee. I remember
sitting here with Secretary Connally when I was Director of OMB
when this first came ug. I believe the President was in China and we
‘presumed to speak for him about it.
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> Senator Risrcorr. I am somewhat puzzled as to what has been the
- - actual rate of inflation during the last 4 years. , -

Secretary Suurrz. Well, we started—what we inherited was a Fate
of inflation slightly in excess of 6 percent. I believe in the second quar-
ter of 1969 it was 6.4 percent at an annual rate as measured by the con-
sumer’s price index, and since then it has come down significantly.

Senator Rinicorr. I know it has come down. But what has been the
total inflationary increase in the last 4 years? ,

C Secretary Suvrrz, Well, we can add them up: 1970 instead of the 6,
over 6 percent that we inherited, it came down to 5.5.

Senator Rinicorr. 5.5 in 1970. What was it in 1971 ¢

Secretary Snurrz. 1971, I have to break up the years out of memory.
In January through July, the period prior to the wage-price freeze
it had come down to 3.9 percent at an annual rate.

Senator RiBicorr. 3.95) :

Secretary Smurtz. And in the balance of the time between the im-
position of the freeze and the present, it has gone up, I think, on the

~y—order of 2.9 percent. That brings us up to the present. -

Senator Risicorr. So, based on your figures, then, you have had a
12-percent inflationary rise in the last 3 years?

r-ﬂé)ecm.mW SHUL’I‘Z.QI’ am not sure you can do it quite that way but
at any rate we certainly have had & higher than desirable rate of in-
flation. We started out with a peak rate and with an accelerting pace—
that is, inflation was increasing each year coming up to 1969. Begin-
ning in 1965 it had been getting progressively worse. In the years
since the President has been in office it has gotten progressively better,
- but-we are not here to say that we think that the inflation problem
is solved by any means. We think it is very much of a problem and that
is why we are fighting so hard to get this spending ceiling. We think
the reason why we inherited this big inflation was the out-of-control
—  Federal budget that had been in effect in the late 1960’s and which
the Congress and President Johnson basically turned around with the
surcharge and with the submission of the 1969 budget—the budget
which the President inherited and worked on further.

Senator RiBicorr. What puzzles me, is that if you say this was due
to President Johnson, then why does the total deficit of the 4 Nixon
years exceed all of the deficits of the Eisenhower, Johnson, and Ken-
nedy administrations g}lt together?

Secretary Srorrz. The effort by the President has been to use the
budget as a responsible instrument of fiscal policy and I think it has
been a good thing and a courageous thing to put forward a budget
that was not in balance in the interest of stimulating the economy, but
to do it in a manner that is resfponsible over the long term.

Now, the characteristics of those budget deficits in the late 1960’s
were that they were way out of balance at full employment, whereas
the budgets of President Nixon so far have been more or less in bal-
anco at full employment and we are struggling to maintain that in
fiscal year 1973. ‘ :

Senator RiBicorr. I am still puzzled. If it is courageous for the
President to build in a deficit in his budget, why is it less than cou-
rageous for Congress to build in a deficit in its budget ? Why is it right
for the President and wrong for Congress?
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Secretary Snurrz. It is right, I believe, for the President or Con-
gress to use the budget to stimulate the economy in a responsible
manner, and wrong for either to do it in what I will call an irrespon-
sible'manner or a manner that is likely to bring forward either higher
prices or higher taxes or both.

Senator Rieicorr. Thank you.

The Criairaax. Senator Jordan ¢

Senator Jornan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary, Mr. Director, I am pleased-that you are seeking a

" $250-billion limitation on spending and I am H)jleased also that you

have both said that we can hold the line everywhere.

I would like to ask, how much higher is the $250-spending limitation
than the actual spending of a year ago, fiscal year 1972¢

Secretary Siurrz. Approximately $18 billion.

Senator Jorvan. $18 billion. Roughly, that is a 7-percent increase
over 1972%

Secretary Snovrrz. Yes, sir.

Senator Jornax. Nowadays, the economic controls call for certain re-
straints on wages and prices, and what are they?

Secretary Suurrz Well, the general guideline for the program as a

. ‘'whole is to get the rate of inflation in the neighborhood of 2 to 3

percent. : :

Senator Jornax. What do you calculate the rate of inflation to be
this year? :

Secretary Suurrz. Since the imposition of the controls as measured
by the consumer’s price index, about 2.9 percent.

Senator JorbaN. About 2.9, Then if the difference between spending
in 1973 and 1972 is 7 percent, and you calculate that the rate of infla-
tion was 2.9, obviously the 1973 budget after the limitation will be an
exgansionary budget to the extent of about 4 percent ? :

Secretary Suurrz. Well, revenues are also expanding. Federal reve- -
nues are also expanding and so we see that if we have the spending
ceiling the actual budget deficit would be approximately the same—
that is, in 1972 it was 28——

Senator JornaN. I understand you to say the expected deficit on the
unified budget basis was slightly higher than fiscal year 1972¢

.Secretary Suurtz. I was about to say $23 billion as compared with
$25 billion. '

Senator Jorpax. I was concerned, Mr. Secretary, about one state-
ment you made: The only way Congress can exercise an overall dis-
cipline is to pass this bill to surrender to the President the legislative
prerogative of managing the pursestrings. I think that is what it does.
Why do you think, either of you, that the executive branch has a better
interpretation of spending priorities of the country than the Congress?

Secretary Snurrz. We don’t necessarily think that at all. What we
see is a situation where the sum of all of the individual actions that
have been taken add up to a larger number by a considerable amount
than we think is healthy for the economy. We are urging the Congress -
to look at this situation and we hope to agree.

Senator Jorban, I disagree with you. :

Secretary Sirunrz. It ought to be kept under control at the $250-
billion level. ’ :
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Senator Jornan. I agree on the $250-billion level. Where I disagree
with you is who shall %e vested with that power to bring this budget
down to the $250 billion. You apparently have no confidence in the
Congress to reduce it on a proportion basis. My amendment, which
callg for such a reduction, was rejected and I was sorry to hear that
becsuse I thought I was getting the executive branch off the hook. I
thought we were assuming a responsibility of the Congress that we
rightfully should assume and I am not ready to surrender to the execu-

‘tive branch the appropriative power of the Congress. I thought my

amendment would take care of that, but you apparently think not.
Mr. Weinberger, we have discussed this before and I don’t agree

“with your reasoning when you say that by enacting this legislation as

now drafted, the Congress would not be giving up its constitutional

.control over Fedoral spending. I think that is precisely what we would
‘be doing and I shall propose my amendment to the committee to re-

quire that all reducible items be cut on a proportionate basis.

Mr. WeiNBeERGER. We think that exactly the contrary result obtains,
that the Congress does not have any control over the total Federal
spending, that it is some weeks after you adjourn and after the close
of the fiscal year before you have the slightest idea—and this is not
criticism—as to what the total spending has been. Action is taken on
individual appropriation bills and individual program bills of the
kind that T mentioned and sometime long after adjournment or recess

the total is announced. We think that the only way in which Congress
‘can assert its prerogatives and say the total shall be no more than a
certain amount is through a bill such as this kind.

Senator Jorpan. Mr, Weinberger, nearly half of the members of this .

committee have served at one time or another as Governors of their
‘States and this is what takes place in every instance in State govern-

ment : The legislature adjourns and goes home. So here the Governor

is faced with the responsibility of tryinﬁ to bring the expenditures .
' t

which the legislature has made in line wi
ipated perhaps a year in advance. o
Mr. WeinseEreer. Well, Senator, I served as finance director for a

revenues which were antie-

Governor of a large State for 2 years and I know that in California

we had the process under which, 1f I recall, Senator Hansen observed,
it was unconstitutional to spend more than the revenues you took in.
-Senator JorpaN. That is right. ‘

Mr. Weinserarr. The duty to accomplish that constitutional require-
ment was not left to the Governor. The legislature acted on a single
budget bill; they were not authorized under their own procedures to
consider any appropriation bill except the budget until they had com-
pleted work on it, and they frequently ran, not frequently but maybe

‘two or three times, ran a few days over the beginning of the new fiscal

year trying to insure that they were within the revenues of the State.
This process has taken &)lace for many years in California. It is a
jointly shared responsibility but the legislature does have and has to
have, as I would think the Congress would want, the ultimate authority
to say thus far and no farther, bearing in mind the enormously in-
creased importance of economic policy at the Federal level over and
above iwhat an individual State’s fiscal policies’ effect has on the

economy.
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... Senator Jorvan, Well, I don’t agyee with you about the procedure. I
commend you on your objectives and I am in full accord with that but
I am notiready to abdicate that regponsibility, the appropriative pawer
~-ofithe Congress. T think the record is clear whatever erosions has takpn
-'f)‘lace from_the legislative branch from the Congress:to the excecutive
:has been by our own abdication. If we have surrendered control of the
pursestrings, it was by our own action or inaction, It hasn’t been be-
cause we had a power hungry executive who. wanted to usurp the
Jegislative  power: of the Congress. That hasn’t been.true; but it has
+‘been our 6wn unwillingness to bite the bullet and faceup toit. |
. ¢ Mr. WeINBERGER. For whatever reason, Senator; and I don’t think
it is-important that we try to assign blame—for whatever reason the
fact is that we have & series of procedures and spending programs that
‘if 1eft alorie will carry us far aboye the amount that seems t6 us to be
right out of the margin of safety from further inflation or lnghg,r
~taxationy neither of which are in any sense desirable resuits. And, in
order to get liold of that situation, I don’t think it is particularly effec-
.. tivé-to say that this constitutes a loss of congressional power when we
would say on the contrary, the loss of constitutional power to whatever
“source and for whatever:reason was given up long ago. The difficulty
" now is that there is'no-one, there is'a vacuum and there are programs
‘whiclf rage on uncontrollable. Therefore, there. is & necessity for the
‘Congress and the President to act together to prevent runaway spend-
~ingthat would .certainly lead to more inflation; and certainly we
would: be very: hopeful that this new joint committee would be able
- .to- recommend : procedures that you.and others would want to follow
that-would prevent that; @ . v.-... .. - - . . 3
:i-‘This instrument:that we are suggesting here would be in effect; for
. ‘8.little icss than -8 moriths and it would be effective because it simply
would:-hava to be byits very terms.. - . S
- Benator JorpAN:! There: was s time when increases in the national
debt were ‘considered a remed)” of last resort to be used only in time
of war or depression. Times have changed and now deficit spendin
is taken for granted as a parentl{; & remedy of the first resort; and
don’t subscribe to that. Fthink thdt. the Congress has to face up to
' .1t}? responsibilities and I believe my amendment would accomplish
that. . - . e e L , .
~: T havé used my time. I will.yield the floor.
. The CHAIRMAN. Senator Fulbright:?
~ Senator Miller?
. .Senator Hertke$- o .
- Senator HarTrkE. Do‘you think that public debt limit has held down
publio:debt¢. -~ ... -~ .. .
- Secretary SHuvrz. No, sir. - . : ,
! - Senator: I .- I don’t either. It never will and you know that:
You know you are going to increase the.public debt limit, don’t you ¢
‘Secretary Saourrz. We are asking for anincrease, ..
Senator HarTkE. Mr. Shultz, you know we are going to increase it,
dontyout .- . - -~ . T ‘
. Secretary Suurrz. I certainly hope you will, :
.- Senator Harrke. We are not going to go bankrupt and refuse to pay
the obligations of the United States. In-my opinton, the public c{)ebt
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1imitdgloes not hold down public spending. A-limit will not hold down
spending. . 3 = - o

’ Secregtr Suurtz, There T gueéssT would part company with you. -
~Senator Hartke. I don’t expect you to say anything else. I under-
stand your position and I respect your position. I know what you are
supposed to say and you probably believe it. I am not arguing with
you; I am just giving you the opposite opinion. You have planned—it
i8 a remarkable administration in a way-—a recession so you could

then say that you are starting to bring us back out of it. What you said

here today was that in:the administration'of President Johnson you "
had a Federal deficit larger than:the full employment budget would
really permit. Now, you are saying the fact that because you have an
increass in the rate of unemployment, to which you point with a great
deal of pride youw are doing a better job of managing the fiscal affairs
of this nation. TR e e

- Secretary Suurrz. I haven’t noticed anybody pointing to unemploy-
ment with pride. We are trying to get unemployment down and that

~ is the reason why the President was willing to take what he described

as the bitter medicine of a substantial deficit in:the Federal budget—

“to try to do something about the unemployment. '

Senator HArRTKE. The President took the bitter medicine of revers-
ing the entire economic policy he had been following up until August
of last year. Up until August of last year; the people had the bitter
medicine of experiencing a planned recession, an increase in unem-
ployment, an increase in interest rates, an increase in welfare pay-
ments to the highest level in history, an increase in the national debt,
and as far as the country is concerned a decrease in tax revenues.

~All I can tell-you, and I say this to you quite simplf, you have a full
employment biidget but you don’t have a-full employment planned
economy and I intend to vote against.the sglending limit. I am going -
to vote against increasing the debt limit. I thinkithey are both a farce
and I don't intend to have anything to do with them and I have no
further questions. - o P

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Bennett? - ‘L

Senator BENNETT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. :

I have been in and out a little bit and I haven’t heard all of the
discussion, but I am interested that the $6 billion which you envision
as being the range in which you would have to deal, is a little less than
2.5 percent of the $2.5 billion, so we are not talking about a wide range
percentagewise. ST

One of the reasons given—one of the fears expressed about' giving
this power to the President is that we are in effect giving him an item
veto and that he, therefore, will be expected to eliminate complete
programs, which is the meaning of an item .veto. If you use an'item
veto you have to eliminate programs. That is the nature of the word.
- As you work on your plans, is it: your theory that you are going to
operate on the item veto base and begin to slash programs out of the
Federal Patterns? : : R

- Mr. WEINBERGER. No, sir; there is no authority to destroy or remove
authorization and there is no intention to do-it in this kind of process.
This is not an item veto. As you correctly g:)inted out, an-item veto
takes a program off the statute books and this certainly doss not do
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“that. It brings out, as the Senators have pointed out, it authorizes an
- $18 billion increase in spending over the fiscal year just closed, and
‘that certainly does not require nor contemplate the elimination of

programs or zeroing appropriations or anything of the kind. The
item veto is something that is very familiar to anyone who has worked

~“in State government and this is certainly not that.

Seriator BENNETT. Senator Jordan has the feeling, and I can under-

-stand why he feels as he does, that perhaps the best way to assert or

maintain the power of Congress.is to require, when you cut one pro-
gram, you cut them all by the same amount; and I think I recognize
the difficulties you would face. S

I can see an office with maybe an administrator and one'stenographer
as part of a small program and if you were required to make a slash you

‘might find that you would get into trouble. ‘
- "Have you considered the possible range of reductions which you

might suggest as a safeguard? In other words, if we were to write the

legislation and say the President’s power stops at a reduction of 20
ercent or 25 percent of any given program, would this cause prob-
ems for you? " ‘

Mr. WeinBerger. Well, I think it would, sir. There are in excess of

1,450 programs, the last time I looked, and they are very widely dif-
fered, both with their characteristics, their requirements, the way and
rate at which the money is spent and a great many other factors,
" Let ‘me just mention one without the slightest reason for anyone
to suppose that we are looking at this one for any reductions or-not, but
let me mention one to illustrate the difference in characteristics. If
all of the yrban renewal programs were stopped yesterday, it would be
22 months before there. would be any reduction in outlays whatsoever
because of the commitments that have been made many years in the
past, carrying us forward many years into the future.

This spending ceiling would probably apply to outlays and we do
have a very serious set of problems if the minute you find a program or
decide upon a cut that can properly be sustained in that program, and
that turns out to be 7.9 percent, and that means you then have to apply
7.9 percent across 1,00 programs— .

Senator BENNETT. That is not my point. I am very sorry.

Mr. WeINBERGER. That is what we believe is called on in this proposal
you were discussing. | S

Senator Bennert. I am sorry. I will start over.
~ Sippose we say to you, you may select the programs in which you
think reductions are necessary but in no case in any single program
may you cut more than @« percent. You can cut one program; you can
cut 1,300 programs but in no case can you take a single program and cut
more than @ percent. - ' -

Mr. WEINBERGER. Again, Senator, the complexity and variety, num-
bers of the Federal programs are such that it would be impossible for
me to answer you right now and it would involve a whole subsidiary
list of considerations and calculations that I dén’t think would be par-
ticularly productive because the problem would be that we would be,
perhaps, stopping artificially in some areas and requiring our atten-
tions to be transferred elsewhere, whereas, without a%imitation of that
kind necessary reductions could be made in some without requiring
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other programs to be totched. In a .l'eduétiqn exercise of. this kind, as

the House agreed, the desirable thing, if;you are going to resort to it to
‘hold spending at a particular Jevel, necessarily has to be the flexibility

- of,the administration of it. This is why..I think a limitation of that
~ kind would be, frankly, very cumbersome and not really particularly

productive because it would in . many cases. require you to move into

_ other.program areas that might not be necessary ofljerwise, . - -

Senator BENNETT. Well, this communication. is . Jittle; difficult- for
me because I don’t see why a decision that.you will not cut - inore than
20 percent in program X or more than 20 percent in any program forces
you to look at costs in other programs. SR S

Mr. WeINBERGER. Well, because, Senatar, you may not get enough

- ofa reduction of that kind in the programs that would be most sus-

ceptible to or most possible in which to make reductions, and if you
didn’t get enough to get into 250 because we.don’t know how much we

will have to go. As you know, we have indicated the magnitude we are

loooking at now and if additional cuts are necessary, a straitjacket
of that kind or a limitation of that kind might well require you to do
so much with this program and that wouldn’t be enough and so you
would have to look around to find others.

Obviously, if the percentage were set high enough, the difficulty of
that problem would be minimized. I don't know at this point without
a lot of computer runs and other additional information at what point
would a percentage fizure be large enough to give the necessary
flexibility. Again, because we don’t know the magnitude of the amount
needed, and it will vary as the estimates change during the balance of
the fiscal year, it would be very difficult to give a specific percentage fig-
ure that would be safe to set as the limit, but, obviously, in that kind.of
an approach the higher the percentage permitted the.less sum of the
problems of administration that I have outlined would arise. .

Senator BENNETT. Would it be an easier program to administer

“than the program suggested by the Senator from Idaho?

Mr. WEINBERGER. I think somewhat, ves, sir. :
‘Senator BENNETT, Depending again on from the point at which the
limit isset ? L ~
Mr. WEINBERGER. Yes. Again, I don’t think—I know the.goal that
is sought by both, and that is to retain additional congressional control.
We don’t object to the goal. We don’t think either of these proposals
would achieve any progress toward that goal. At the same time, it
would add substantially and we think nnnecessarily in_view of the
fact that it won’t move vou any closer to the goal, to the administrative
problems involved in this task. ’ B _
Senator BENNETT. That is all the questions I have, Mr. Chairman.
The CuatrmMan. As T understand your answer to Senator Bennett’s
question, you are not asking for what would amount to an item veto?
Mr. WeINBERGER: This is not an item veto. ) i
The CHAIRMAN. In other words, you are not asking for the right
just to completely abolish a particular program or two but only to
make reductions? , _ ‘
Mr. WeINBERGER. That is correct; and the amount of leeway, the
amount of increase in spending between fiscal years 1972 and 1973 that
this would permit, I think, would make that self-evident.
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. 'The Cramman. Now, my guess is that the Congress would be willing
for'you to make as much reduction as you want to make in some of the
programs that the administration has to go to frea’t pains to get passed

‘whicl ' of anyway, such as the
foreign aid program. My guess is they are probably willn:f to Letlgou
( _ to, hold it

all- because Congress hasn't found that much appeal to it. Troops to

Europe—if you bring them all homé¢ and hand them some civilian

clothes and save all that money. There are a couple of items—Congress

Mr. WernBerger. That, in and of itself, would cost a substantial
movnt 1 diats dollars but in ultimate outlays.
The Cuarmsran. If you call.them home and discharge them——I don’t
think it would—just a one-shot proposition. Just make a reduction in
the number of troops you have in the armed services and reduce them
by’ the number you bring home, bring all but one or two divisions
back from Europe and hand them their walking papers and say thank
you very much fellows, we don’t need you any longer. Some of the

" President’s foreign affairs initiatives may succeed to the extent that

that will be possible but certainly that by itself won’t reach us, the
$6 billion which at this point we think we need. ,
Well, T understand the House bill now does say, “The President

‘'shall, not withstanding the provisions of any other law, reserve from

expenditure and net lending from otlier appropriations or other obli-
gational authority heretofore or hereafter made available, such
amounts as may be necessary to cffectunte the provisions of sub-
section (ag.” R

" As T understand it. that, in effect, amounts to an item veto.

Mr. WeInBErcER. No, sir:-an item veto would strike a program com-
pletely out of the statute books and would require the Congress to
reenact it. o ‘ '

" The CrArMAN. I mean an item veto of the dollar amount that the
Congress provided for. ‘ '

Mr. WeInBeroEr. Well, this spending ceiling would be in effect for

the balance of the fiscal year and under the terms of this the President

- could make the necessary reductions in total outlays to get into the

amount stated by the Congress at $250 billion. :

" The Cuammax. But, as I understand it, though, if a parti¢ular pro-
gram, a program that would cost, say. $100 million, or it ean be any
particular item—forestry research. Under this bill, the President could
say, “I am going to save $100 million,” to pick a figure, “that program
goes; for the time being we think we could do without it.” That would'
be ‘within his power under this to take a particular item and simply
spend nothing on it if he wanted to. T

“Mr. Weinserorr, The authority to make such reductions as'seem to
he necessary in the verious programs to get the $250 billion would be
there, yes. But. the problem, I think, which Chairman Mills nointed
out very clearly on the floor of the House yesterday. is that this is the
President of the United States, in addition to those duties he isalso the
leader of one of our two great political parties and I think we have to
look at it, as I say, realistically and understand that these are very hard
and difficult decisions. It is a totally different approach than we had
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4 years ago when a President of the United States vigorously resisted

the Congress forcing this kind of power on him, resisting until he got
holes punched in the ceiling. It sﬁould be realized that this is not a.
power or an authority that any President or any political leader is
going to court; it is only sought because it is considered to be the abso-
lute, last resort necessary to prevent another punishing round of infla-
tion or higher taxes and the grosident has said a vote for this spending
ceiling is a way to avoid higher taxes. ~ ‘ A

The CHArRMAN. We have a legal debate whether the President can
impound funds and that has been going on as far back as I can recall.

Mr. WEINBERGER. Further. _ S

The Cuairyan. We have had it under previous Presidents and I
recall we have a legal hiatus where we pass a law and the President
signs it. It says the President shall spend this money for this particular
purpose, which theoretically is a requirement on him.

I recall when we had the Sugar Act, the provision that those of us on
the Senate side agreed to reluctantly because we felt without it we
couldn’t have a bill; it said the President shall buy a certain amount of
sugar from the Dominican Republic. We felt that that was mandatory ;
he nad no choice about it and we weren’t happy about it on this sid);.
It was either that or no sugar bill and President Eisenhower at that
time didn’t do it. He decided they can’t do anything but impeach me
and I don’t think they have that many votes. That was the only recourse.
Congress had even though the law said he should, and that hiatus, of
course, remains—the power of Conﬁress to make the President spend
money for something Congress thinks he ought to do or on balance one
house can impose on the other to require.

- Now, under this there would be no doubt legally he has the right to
decline to spend any of the money on any of these itemns as I understand
it; is that correct ? .

Mr. WeiNBERGER. The language would give him the authority to take
the reduction actions necessary to get into the $250 billion range for the
remaining 714 or 8 months of the fiscal year. The provision would ex-
pire at that time and the provision, of course, could be changed by an
act of Congress within that time; but during the period of time as
Franted by the provision, which the House passed yesterday, he would

ave the authority to make reductions necessary to get into that range
for this fiscal year, leaving all of those programs, leaving all of tﬁe
authorization on the statute books and obviously not with any author-
ity to change programs or to change authority.

The Cra1rMaN. You reckon you would be willing to trust Mr. Mc-
Govern with this same amount of authority?

Mr. Weinsercer. Well, the point, I gather, from Senator Mec-
Govern’s speeches, to the extent I have had an opportunity to read
them, is that he would like the power to increase this about 100 percent.

The Cuamrsran. Well, my understanding is he proposes to reduce
your defense spending to the point that this administration thinks
would be totally irresponsible. The figure is $22 billion.

Mr, WEeINBERGER. $33 billion ; we agree.

The Crarrman. Please understand I am not recommending that. I
frankly think it is too deep a cut.
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_ Mr. Weinseraer. We agree that. that would be totally irrespon-
sible. 'The President has said-so many times and many others have
said it for him and quite clearly, reductions of that kind in that amount

‘are not in any sense contemplated under this action for the remaining
'8 months of this fiscal year. ‘ :

The CHatrMAN. Please keep in mind as far as I am concerned most
of us southerners can at least make a gesture of being statesmen about
this matter. Usually we southerners are out, no matter who is in, so we

~ can usually try-to be bipartisan or nonpolitical. .

" Secretary Suurtz. Usually ‘when I look up in testimony and say,.
“Mr. Chairman,” I see a southerner. I don’t know how far out you are.
The CHAIRMAN. But the thought that occurs to this Senator is, I just
wonder if you would be recommending this if Mr. McGovern were
going to have this same authority to maEes these reductions next year?
Secretary SnuLtz. Well, Senator, that is a very, I hope, hypotheti-
cal question and one that we wouldn't have any real opportunity at
this point to consider. If that should ha?}e)en, the Congress could
change (it just as rapidly as the bill could be passed, which could be
ver rak‘i(l sometimes. © o :
T};le mHAIRMAN. If T understand the answer, though, you are nol
rec‘ommending that Mr. McGovern have that autiwrity? ,
Secretary Snurrz, No; we are not representing Mr. McGovern.
The Cuamrstax. Well, now, how would you feel about it if we were
to say that you could make a reduction of 30 percent if you wanted

~_to on these, on certain items, and then on items Congress doesn’t seem

to place the highest priority, and then on certain other categories of
items you would make it a 20-percent cut and 10-percent cut on the
itoms Congress thinks—where Congress is a little less willing to trust -
the I,’reskﬁmt’s discretion because it tends to mean more to citizens

of individual States and the Congress is fearful in an election year
the President would tend to make big cuts? ' ’

Secretary Suurrz. The difficulty with that is we don’t know and no
one will know, including the Congress or anyone, until a substantial
period of time has elapsed what will be the magnitude, the size, of
the reductions re(‘uired. Unquestionably, they wi]?vary as we proceed
through the fiscal year and as we get different estimates of require-
ments of programs over which none of us has any control. If you have
n sliding scale set of reductions that can and cannot be made, first of
all you might well find yourself in the situation where the sliding scale
canceled out the direction of the Congress to reach $250 billion—on the
left hand order and on the right hand take away. You won’t have ac-
complished any of the economic policy results that you need. And,
as I indicated to Senator Bennett, it would add substantially to the

- difficulties of administering a program without accomplishing any real
- results. I know the goal again here would be to try to say that in the

example you gave that you could only cut 30 percent from such and
such a program. You would be under the impression at that time that
this would leave @ amount of dollars for that program. It might ver

well not because we don’t have angeidea what this particular program’s
requirement would turn out to be as we proceed through the fiscal

- year. So you would not be adding to your own congressional control
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over: thisAparticu]lar iterii ; you would be adding greatly to the cumbeér-
someness and awkwardness of the administration and you might well

be making: it impossiblé 'to-reach a'goal which by definition if we en--

acted a ceiling of this kind we feel would be necessary. . .- :
The Ciairatan. I had one otl.>v thought I would like to address
toMr, Shaltz. . - S T RO

' Suppose you started making these reductions and you felt it was

adding to unemployment arid you were rapidly moving back up above
the 6.4-percent unemployment rate. Suppose you are economizing,
in a recession, what attitude wotlld yoti take at that point? . - -.
-'Secretary Suunrz: Well{ I think; first of all, the unemploymeit
rats is too high and'it is not' 6.4 percent. The most recent reading
was 5.5 percent. LT o S -
The CrHAmMAN. I was referring to the 6.4 you said you inherited.
Secretary Syturrz. That was the rate of inflation we inherited.” -
“The Ciamyan. I am sotry. What is the highest unemployment
rate you have had during this administration -~ - - .
“Secretary Srntuirz. This'is exactly what we fear would happen; we
would return to that situation unless we are able to get—— :
The Cixamrman. What was the highest unempléyment rate? What
was it at the time the President in August, about a year ago, asked for
this new economic program, which .was a drastic change from what
his policy had been prior to that time.. -~ . '
‘Secretary Snovrtz.. The unemployment rate was running on the
order of 6 percent; it was 6.1, . . e - S
The CrairmaN. Now, suppose you found that this spending limita-
tion and-the action in pursuance of it were putting the unemployment -
back up to the point that caused:the President to ask for a complete.
change of Federal policy with regard to taxes, what-we, in effect, had
was repeal of all of the biggest items of the Tax Reform Act in order
to help move the economy again. What would you do about that? - .
‘Secretary Swuorrz. The economy is how. moving forward: very
strongly ; all statistics show that, and the virtually universal ‘expecta-
tion is that it will continue to.do so:throughout this fiscal year. So we:
don’t see that there is-any prospect:of a sudden cessation of that rate
of: expansion and if the:raté of expansion continues as stronglv as it
has, we expect that the rate 6f unemployment will continue to decline
as it has in the past year:so-far. So we don’t see any: prospect. of——
- The Cuammyan. The question is—v— ... . . R
Secretary Strortz If we.suddenly had a big shift, naturally we
would want to come back and laok.at the—— . R
Mr. WrinBereeRr. I wonder if: I might add, it ,wonld startle - John
Maynard Keynes if we had.an $18 billion increase in Federal spending
that could result in increased unemployment. . .. . S
‘The Cuamrman: Well, it . would. seem to me that $25 billion cut in
spending might oreate some real problems in the economy. L
‘Secretary Swurtz,; We are talking here ahout a budget with an $18
hillion increase in spending; a bettei than 7-percant increase in snend-
ing is what we are talking abont, comparing 1972 and 1973, So it is a
very large increase. We are talking about a budget deficit for which.
we were being belabored here a while ago on the order of $25 billion,.
which is large;.and here we are with an economy that, in the se¢ond -
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quarter, moved up at a rate of, I think, 9.2 percent, a fantastic rate of
real growth. All of the indications around and the things that tell you
v:hat 1ls going to happen in the future, are that we are moving up very
strongly. . _

’tI‘he Cuarraan. Senator Fulbright hasn’t had a chance to partici-
pate. . ,
" Senator FurLsrigur, I apo_lo%ize; T had to leave.

The last statement, Mr. Shultz, “fantastic rate of real growth,” what
do you mean by that § .

ecretary SHurtz. Well, if you take a gross national product and

then make an allowance for the extent of price increases, you are left
with the amount of growth that is real, that is not just attributable to
inflation. : '

Senator Fursrigiir. Growth of what? What do you think the GNP
measures? : :

Secretary SuurTz. It measures the gross output of the economy.
q Septa?tor Fuisriaut. It doesn’t measure the wealth of the country;

oes i

Secretary Smurtz. It doesn’t; it is not a balance sheet ty
. Senator FurerierT. Does it measure anything other than the activ-
ity, the sales and purchases? It doesn’t measure output of tangible

* goods; does it

‘Secretary Saurrz. Oh Kes .
Senator FurLsriguT. o) » no. When you hire a policeman to stand
watch on the Russian Embassy to prevent it, being bombed, does that

~ couilt in the GNP ¢

Secretary Suurrz. In the GNP accounts, Government spending
counts as something that contributes to the total flow of goods and
services. '

Senator FursrigHT. If & private company hires someonc to gather
%'}::rb(g ePa?nd dispose of it, and it is very expensive, does that add to

e

Secretary Snurrz. If it has not been done before.

Secretary FuLsriguT. I mean, all it measures is activity. I think it
is a measurement to try to make people believe we are that much
richer. The more crime we have the more GNP, the more gambling the
mor(; GNP. If it goes to a higher rate, the GNP goes up to a higher
rate

Secretary SruLtz. No, sir; I think it works is the reverse manner:
That is, a crime tends to be disruptive to the flow of commerce and I
think——

G Sela)n?ator FurerigHT. Because of controlling crime you add to the

Secretary Smurrz. You will find that—for instance, I remember
working on this in Chicago when I was there—you find that the busi-
ness peotﬁle operating in the downtown area are very interested in re-
ducing the crime around their stores. ]

Senator FursrionrT. You shifted the whole purpose. That isn’t what
we are talking about. I am not advocating crime. I am only indicating
GNT is not a reliable measurement of the wealth of the country and I
don’t think it is, and I just wanted to point that out.
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Secretary Snurtz. I think it is. I agree with you that it is not a
sufticient measure by a long shot. We need to have other measures of
welfare, various kinds.

| Senator FrLerionitr. You only said that. I didn’t mean to get off on
that.

[ wanted to disagree with Mr, Weinberger that substantial cuts in
the military are as clear as possible. I think the principal reason we
are in such difficulty is the excessive expenditure on the military over
the last 25 years.

It is right interesting that in the 11 years from 1954 to 1964, the
number of dollars expenditure of our Government went up only $26
%)i]lion, $26.8 billion; since then it has gone up $150 billion and you

ist

Mr. Weixserarr. We left military spending relatively level for
314 vears and we have added $60 billion to the budget, so we have not
really substantively shortened other programs.

Senator Frrsrionr. Do you know how much, Mr. Weinberger, we
have spent in the military since World War IT?

Mr. WEINBERGER. Not in total but we can certainly add it up for you.

Senator Frrsrienur. Do you have any estimate in mind?

Mr. WrINBERGER. No; T don’t.

Senator Frrsriant. I had the Library of Congress look it up and
it is about $1,400 billion. Would you say that is not in the ball park?

Mr. WeinBercer, Well, Senator, I would say that we are here today
and one of the problems that we have with military spending is that
if we make a mistake it is totally irrelevant for any other purpose
for the rest of our lives and our children’s lives and it is very hard
to make judgments in this field that we are doing too much or too
little. We have programs of this size and my experience has been that
any governmental activity or private activity of this size can prob-
ably be done for somewhat less without notable loss to the mission,
but I certainly think that there are substantial concerns about cuts
of the kind that have been proposed of that special nature that would,
for example, strip. you, leaving you, in effect, one navel base for the
entire fleet, or in a situation where the leaders of the various countries
won’t even bother to respond to the President’s request for talks.

Senator Furerieur. Mr. Weinberger, I know from past experience
that the Budget Bureau or OMB has taken the position that they
don’t inquire into the reasonableness of the military budget.

Mr. Weixsereer. That is totally inaccurate and has been for 214
years that I have been there and the years Mr, Shultz has been there.

Scnator Fureriaut. And get whatever they want. That is perfectly
well known.

Mr. WeiNBerGer. Well) it may be perfectly well known but it is
totally incorrect.

Senator Fursriaur. It is not incorrect.

Mr. WEeiNBERGER. It certainly is during the time I have had to do
with the Office of Management and Budget or the time Mr. Shultz
has been there, and I am quite sure in the past.

Senator Furerignt. Mr. Weinberger, did the Congress appropriate
more in fiscal 1972 than was requested by the President ?

Mr. WEINBERGER. Fiscal 19727

Senator FurerigHr. I thought you would know this.
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Mr. WEINBERGER. I mentioned we can get it. I mentioned a moment
ago that it is within the appropriation on process which I assume is
what you are referring to, the action on the 14 appropriation bills.
That, historically, is a little over or a little under what the President
requested and I do not recall whether it was a little over or a little
under in 1972, but it is a very small part of the iceberg as far as the
total IFederal spending program is concerned. '

Senator Fursriarrr. I only asked a'simple question: Did the Con-
gress appropriate more than the President requested ?

Mr. WrinBereer. We will get the exact figure for you shortly.

Senator FuLsrieuT. You don't know?

Mr. WEeINBERGER. I guess it is a little over or a little under,

Senator I'vrerient. Do you know in the current year, although it
is not finally completed, have we appropriated more than you have
requested ?

Mr. WEINBERGER. In the current year the defense and military con-
strdncti?in bill was reduced by the Senate, the budget authority was
reduced.

Senator Fursricut. I dont mean to name each one of them. Don't
you have an overall total?

Mr. Weixsercer. The overall total appropriation bills that have
thus far been enacted, as I mentioned some time ago, exceeds the Presi-
dent’s request by $700 million.

" Senator Forerienr. Exceeds it ?

Mr. WEINBERGER, So far, but you haven't acted on defense and you
haven't acted on military construction.

Senator Fuiericut. You mean the final amount on defense has not
been acted upon?

Mr. Weinserger. That is correct.

Senator Fuisricirr, Yesterday's paper said that they had agreed
upon it although it hasn’t been submitted to each House.

Mr. WEINBERGER. I haven’t seen it yet.

Sen%tor Fosrieirr. It was agreed upon. Wasn’t it in yesterday’s

aper
P genator Taryapek. I don’t recall.

Senator Fursrient. The conferces had agreed upon it but it hadn’t
been submitted.

Senator Byrp. Yes.

Senator Furerigur. Is that more or less than the President
requested ¢

Mr. WEINBERGER. I think that is a little less.

Senator FuLsrierit. The reason I asked you that, the impression
has gone out that the Congress has insisted upon spending a lot more
than the President wants to spend.

Mr. Weinsereer. The Congress, without attempting to fix blame,

- the total action and inaction of the Congress has thus far added $9.5

billion to the amount of spending deficit that was contemplated at the
time the President's budget was submitted. In addition, there are
ending in the Senate 14 bills, spending requests that weculd be ad-
l(:itvions to that that have not yet thus far been all enacted, so I am not
trying to fix blame here, Senator, but to concentrate on the 14 appro-
priation bills and neglect the other bills that require spending, gives a
very small part of the total story. :
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Senator FursriguT. Have you already discussed the proposal for pro
rata cut that you sought ¢

Mr. WEINBERGER. Yes, Sir.

Senator FuLsricuT. And you are opposed to that?

Mr. WEINBERGER. Yes, sir.

Senator FuLsriaur. And you have discussed the limitation of so
much percentage ¢ '

Mr. WeINBERGHR. Yes, 8ir.,

Senator FULBRIGHT. Are you opposed to that$

Mr. WEINBERGER. Yes, sir. . .
Senator FuLsrieut. Have you submitted a hypothetical example as

{0 how you would propose to cut, assuming this bill is passed ¢

Mr. WEINBERGER. No.

Senator FuLsrierrr. Why not 2 Haven’t you considered one ¢

Mr. WriNBereiR. No, we have considered various individual recom-
mendations that we would make to the President but he hasn’t had an

~ opportunity to sce those. We don’t know the total that is required. We
-know it will be a shifting total and we have not completed the neces-

sary review of all of the Federal Government activities to submit our
recommendations to the President.

Senator FuLsrieHT. Don’t you think you should submit to the com-
mittee a proposal that this is what you would propose to do, assuming
this bill is passed ¢

Mr. Weixserger. I perhaps erroneously assumed the debate would
immediately degenerate into a discussion of the individual merits of
each individual item in the list, whatever it might be. We would be
back in the same box that we are now and we would have the same
problems that we have now that have made necessary the request for
a spending ceiling.

I think in any up and down vote on specific proposal to reduce a
specific program which has its own constituency and its own sup-
porters and so on, the result over the years has, and that is the reason
for the figures we have here before us, always goes against any specific
reduction. What we are talking about is a proposal to get away from
that, to get into a consideration of overall totals and overall fiscal
policy of the Government and to give the Congress some control over
all fiscal policy.

Senator Fursricuit. What would be your position if we gave this
authority to cut it subject to a subsequent approval? In other words.
you go back into the first of January and submit to the Congress a
proposal for cutting it and that be subject, as the reorganization plan
18, to the approval ?

Mr. WrinBERGeR. That is subject to the same infirmities I mentioned
a moment ago. This gets you back into an individual, up and down road
on whether this program or that program should be reduced and in-
evitably all of the discussions would focus on this program and that
program and none of the debate or discussion I am afraid would con-
sider the overall total. It hasn’t in the past and that is why we feel a
spending ceiling that does concentrate on the total is the only way to
accomplish this, as we see it, desirable economic policy.

Senator FuLsrieuT. And that the President be given complete free-

dom as to how he would allocate the cut—that is your position
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Mr. WEINBERGER. Yes, sir.

Senator FuLsricHT. No restrictions? .

Mr. WeinBeraer. The bill that the House passed is before you and
I don’t want to interpret it. I think that it is clear and it is short and
it is simple and as passed by the House it gives the kind of assurance
that we think is necessary 1f we can get to and stay at $250 billion
this fiscal year.

The CHAIRMAN. An¥ further questions of this witness, gentlemen ¢

Senator Byrp. Mr. Chairman— *

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Byrd ¢ ’ )

Senator Byrp. I had not planned further comment or questions but
I am prompted to do so by the exchange between Mr. Shultz and
Senator Ribicof!. '

Mr. Secretary, do you foresee an increase in the inflationary spiral ¢
Is there an increase taking place in the inflationary spiral ¢

Secretary Suurrz. No, sir; not right now. I don’t believe so.

Senator Byrp. In the third quarter of this year, wholesale prices
rose at a 6.7-percent annual rate. This can be comganed with 4.9 per-
cent for the previous two quarters. Is that considered inflationary?

Secretary Smurrz. No, sir; two numbers, one opposed against the
other—— '

Senator Byrp. I beg.your pardon ¢

Secretary Smurrz. When you pose those two numbers one against
the other, you certainly can make that inference. There are many other
indicators of what is happening to prices and I think on the whole-
sale price index you have to take it apart and study the components.

Senator Byrp. Do you consider the figure that I cited—and I think
it is correct; if it isn’t you can correct me—as inflationary ¢

Secretary SruLtz. Well, I don’t think that the wholesale price in-
dex by itself is an adequate indication of the inflation problem
throughout the country.

Senator Byrp. Well, now, let’s take another item: Increasing ac-
cumulati;m of inventories. Is that another sign of rising inflationary
pressure

Secretary Suurtz. No, sir; I think that the rising rate of accumula-
tion of inventories is something that you ex%ect to see in the expan-
sion process and, as a matter of fact, it has been rather delayed and
is just beginning to come. In many ways I suppose as we look to the

future the fact that the expansion we have has not been dependent

on big inventory boom is probably a healthy thing.

Senator Byrp. You do not regard that as inflationary ¢

Secretary Sirurntz. No; not in and of itself. I don’t want to give that
impression from this exchange, and I don’t know exactly what it is
you are getting at—— :

Senator Byrp. I am trying to find out whether or not we are in an
inflationary spiral ; whether the inflation is increasing.

Secretary Suurrz. I think as of the moment we have a good strong
posture against inflation but we also have a Federal spending level—

Senator Byrp. Let’s get back. .

Secretary Smurtz. That is ready to go off the trolly and I think if
it does we will reverse all of the good trends.
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Senator Byrp. T want to get into that later but T want to try to find
out from you—you are the gecretary of the Treasury, you are the man
who is in the best position to know, and all I want is your judgment
what we have to act on, and I need some judgment there,

In your judgment, are we or are we not in a period where the in-
flationary aspects are increasing{

Secretary Suturtz. Over the past 3 years I think we have had a gen-
eral decline in the rate of inflation. ‘

Senatgr Byrp. I am talking about from this point on.

Secretary Suuvrrz. And the result of that and the result of the vari-
ous things connected with new economic policy has led people to have
somewhat reduced expectations about the future of inflation but we
have a long way to go; we have a genuine inflation problem and I
think that the matters we are talking about right now will have a lot
to do with how well we make out in the future.

Senator Byrp. Do you regard the rise in outstanding consumer credit
to be inflationary ?

Secretary Sururrz. Well, I think that perhaps this is what you are
getting at: Certainly as an economy expands there is a tendency for
markets to tighten and, therefore, the pressures on prices as demand
rises to be greater. You have that side of the coin. On the other hand,
as an economy expands rapidly, as ours did in the second quarter and
has so far this year, you tend to get a very rapid rate of increase in
productivity and that balanced against wage rate increases tends to
keep labor costs down and to remove a lot of the upward push on prices
that you otherwise get.

Senator Byrp. Total consumer credit increased by 12 percent from
July 1971, to July 1972. In this last 3 months, however, consumer credit
has increased at an annual rate in excess of 16 percent. Do you regard
that as inflationary ¢

Secretary Snurrz. Well, T regard it as a sign of consumer confi-
dence in expansion.

Senator Byrp. You do not regard it as inflationary ?

Secretary Srivrtz. Not in and of itself.

Senator Byrp. In recent months there has also been a rise, again, in
interest rates; this is true both for long-term and short-term interest
rates. Do you regard this as inflationary ? o

Secretary Snurtz. I think long-term interest rates particularly are
an index of people’s sentiment about inflation and when they are ris-
ing that isn’t necessarily all attributable to changed expectations about
inflation, but that is a good danger sign to look at.

Now, we have had——

Senator Byrp. You do regard that as one of the signs of inflation? -

Secretary Smiortz, That is an indicator and I think, however, inter-
est rate increases on longer term obligations have been moderate and
in the last month those interest rates have been quite stable; but I think
that we are right at a testing time right now.

Senator Byrp. There has been increased pressure on the money
supply. From October 1971, to August 1972, basic money increased by
5 percent but the estimated increase between August and September
of this year is at an annual rate of 7 percent.

Do you regard that inflationary ¢

Secretary Smovrz. Well, the problem of managing the money supnly
is something that the Federal Reserve is charged with and it is a diffi-
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cult matter and I would just.rather not get involved in making com-
ments about that. ‘

‘Senator Byrp, I am not suggesting that you say whether the Ifed-
eral Reserve is right or wrong; all I am asking you, as an economist—
you are an economist; have §een in business alf’of your life; you are
Secretary of the Treasury testifying on a vitally important matter
before the committee—is whether in your judgment you feel that is
inflationary. : '

Secretary Suorrz. A long standing rate of increase in the money
supply of the general order you mention would certainly add to
inflation.

Now, I think that one has to recognize that the Federal Reserve
doesn’t operate independently of what is going on with the Federal
budget—that is, they are independent in the sense they have to do what
they think is right, but the demand that the Federal Government
makes on the financial markets are an element that the Federil Re-
serve has to consider and we cannot expect them to carry the whole
load in controlling inflation.

Senator Byrp. That is correct and that is why I have felt that a
major cause, if not the major cause, of inflation is the tremendous in-
crease in deficits that the Government has been running, beginning
with the Johnson administration and continuing in this administration.

Secretary Snurtz. Well, we have been through this before several
times and I don’t know how much you want to repeat it, but I do think
there is a big difference between—— :

Senator Byrp. That is the reason I opened this colloquy again, your

- reply to Senator Ribicoff.
" Secretary Suorrz. I was afraid of that.

Senator Byrn. I am not that partisan. Lyndon Johnson would be

-very surprised. if he were to hear me today. I condemned him for his

deficits, and I condemn the deficits of the present administration,
which, whether you use the unified budget or whether you use the
Federal funds budget, are twice the deficits that the Johnson admin-

_istration ran in its last 4 years. The deficits in your 4 years will be
double the Johnson deficits, and you say that the Johnson deficits, are
“inflationary but the Nixon administration deficits are not inflationary ?

Secretary SruLTz. Well, could I offer you one——

Senator Byrp. I believe that is a very partisan outlook. I am not
that much of a partisan, although ¥ am very much inclined toward
President Nixon.

Secretary SmurLtz. Could I offer vou one bit of evidence on the point ¢

The rate of inflation was increasing during the period of the Johnson
deficits and it has been decreasing in the period of the Nixon deficits.

Senator Byrp. Well, then, what you are saying is that the Nixon
deficits are antiinflationary ¢ : '

Secretary Saurtz. No, sir; I am just saying that it is a point of some
validity to measure outlays against full employment. revenues as dis-
tinct from all revenues.

Senator Byrp. The fact is that the accumulated deficits of the 4
years of the Nixon administration, ending next June 30, will be double
the first years of President Johnson. Whether you put that on a uni-
fied basis or put it on a Federal fund basis, the fact is, and you have
testified to this earlier today, that when this current fiscal year ends,

that approximately 25 percent of the total Federal debt will have been
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~ accumulated during the 4 years ending next June 30. You spoke in a

very laudatory way a few minutes ago to Senator Ribicoff about how
the administration encouraged these deficits in 1971 and you certainly
did encourage them; you wanted it done; you encouraged the Con-
gress to go into deficit spending, and I submit the -Congress doesn’t
need much encouragement. It is like putting a rabbit in the lettuce
atch; you don’t need to encourage the Con to spend; you stimu-
ated all of this by saying we believe in deficit spending. You got it
and now you come in and want the Con to save you from it, I
ess. I don’t know. Anywag, I wouldn’t have brought this up except
enator Ripicoff.

Secretary SmurTz. Senator Ribicoff brought it up.

Senator Byrp. I just think that you have got something to be
worried about; I think the country has something to be worried about,
and I think the Congress and the administration have something to
be worried about when, in 4 years, 25 percent of the total accumulated
deficit of this country, going back to the beginning of the country,
has occurred.

I think it is a highly dangerous thing and I am going to, I think,
support your proposal because I think it is one of the only things we
can do right now, but I blame the administration just as much as I
blame the Congress. I think the Congress is reckless and I think the
administration was reckless when they came in here and said we don’t
want a Keynesian budget; we want more deficits. By golly, you got
more deficits, .

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to insert in the record a
table that I prepared, “Deficits in Federal Funds and Interest on the
National Debt, 1954-1978, Inclusive.” : :

(The table referred to by Senator Byrd follows:)

DEFICITS IN FEDERAL FUNDS ANO INTEREST ON THE NATIONAL DEBT, 1954-73, INCLUSIVE
{In biltions of dollars]

Surptus (+)
or Debt
Receipts Qutlays deficit (—) interest
65.9 -3.1 6.4
I
67.1 +1.7 1.2
69.7 -3.1 7.6
71.0 -11.2 1.6
4.9 4.8 9.2
79.3 —4.1 9.0
86.6 -6.9 9.1
90.1 —6.5 9.9
95.8 -8.6 10.7
94.8 -3.9 11.4
106.5 -5.1 12.0
126.8 -15.0 13.4
143.1 -28.4 14.6
148.8 -5.5 - 16,6
156.3 -13.1 19.3
163.7 -30.0 20.8
178.0 -25.0 21.2
190.4 -37.8 22.7
20-yeartotal. ... iceeciciacicccticnraee e 1,929.5 2,140.9 1.4 4.9

1 Estimated figures. .
Source: Office of Management and Budget and Treasury Department.
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Senator Byrp, Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CrairMaN. Any further questions? '

Senator NeLson. I ]Iust am puzzled by something. The presentation
of this request several times by the President and the administration

- spokesman has been presented in a way to tell the public somehow or

other the Congress has been irresponsible in their spending and the
President fiscally responsible, showing restraint, and that 18 why we
have to have the $250 billion spending ceiling.

Just about 2 or 3 weeks ago the I(‘/%ngres;-s passed the President’s
revenue sharing proposal. Ironically, the revenue sharing proposal
cost just about exactly what you gentlemen estimate you are going to
have to cut off the budget in order to hold the $250 billion. Revenue
sharing will be about $33 billion of the Federal deficit in the next 5
years, around $6 billion a year. The President said he didn’t want to
1ncrease taxes to pay for that. .

There were some of us in Congress who thought the President’s po-
sition was fiscally irresponsible and I proposed a tax increase to pay
for it and when we couldn’t get that adopted, when the President
wouldn’t support any proposal for tax increase to pay for it, I voted
against the revenue sharing despite the fact that the cities and my
State government did very well.

Now, the President is asking for authority to cut what you estimate
to be $6 billion, almost identical to the amount of the President’s own -
revenue sharing bill.

My question is, Why didn’t the President be responsibile and ask
Congress to pass the tax to pay for the revenue sharing which they
would have done if the President would have backed them ¢

Why didn’t he do that? Then you wouldn’t have to be in here with
your request for a spending ceiling limit of $250 billion.

Secretary SHuLtz. I think, first, I would point out that the revenue
sharing proposals of the President were budgeted; they are in the
President’s budget. The original budget was $246.8 billion outlays. We
have increased this ceiling—the President has increased the ceiling to
$250 billion to a considerable extent reflecting the fact that the revenue
sharing outlay for fiscal 1972 is goingBto wind up in fiscal 1973 and so
that needs to be taken into account. But the President had budgeted
the revenue sharing item and he feels, as he has stated on many occa-
sions, that if we can now control spending and keep it within the $250
billion limits—which we feel can be done all right—that we will be
able to avoid a tax increase. So in his thinking and our thinking the
control of spending is linked directly to the control of taxing.

Senator NeLson. Well, we avoided a tax increase, if you want to
maintain a large deficit, but that bill was just before us. I don’t think
you could say whatever the President puts in his budget is already
funded and taken care of but anything Congress might decide to put
in is not. It is $5.3 billion the first year. It was before us 3 or 4 weeks
ago and the administration knew what the fiscal situation and it would
seem to me if he was going to be responsible he would say, yes, we
can’t start to open up the Treasury and start paying for the cost of local
and State governments out of, as the chairman said, of the national
deficit. The President has taken advantage of the great publicity he
gets to make it appear that Congress is irresponsible and he is trying
to stop Congress from throwing money away.
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The President threw away just about $6 billion. It was fiscally irre-
sponsible for him and for Congress to add $6 billion to the debt. You
can’t get awny from that fact and the President shares the irresponsi-
bility. If he had said to the Congress it is bad policy to start spending,
deficit spending to support State and local governments, we wouldn’t
have passed it and you would have your $250 billion limit because we
wouldn't have paid for the $6 billion addition, so I think the public
ought to know this and the President can’t posture as a fiscally respon- -
sible leader when he decides that he will pick programs and irresponsi-
bly push for it through the Congress and criticize the Congress for
not passing them fast enough, then turn around and denounce the
Congress for overspending; it 1s like starting a fire and then rushing
back in with a fire extinguisher and getting a hero’s medal for putting

- out the fire.

Mr. WEINBERGER. Another way to look at this, the President made
this request and the Congress enacted that request and enacted a great
many more, so you did have a total and you can’t earmark which $6
billion it is that now seems to be in need of cutting.

The simple fact. of the matter is, we are not trying to fix blame. We
have said many times and my statement to the Ways and Means Com-
mittec says specifically : “The time has passed for trying to fix blame.
There will be credit enough for all if a spending ceiling is enacted
and we can assure the Nation and world that we are determined to avoid
inflation and preserve fiscal sanity.” The short, simple, easy answer
of increasing taxes, you were talking about, is what the President feels
is the exact wrong answer because it increases the share of the GNP
that supports Government and we are already devoting more than a
third of our GNP to Government right now. So I don’t see any basis
for saying the President is acting irresponsibly when he submits 2
years ago a program to the Congress, the Congress enacts it and en-
acts a great many more programs. I think it is a question of semantics
at this point and I don’t think it is particularly profitable to try to fix
blame. The important thing is to look at the needs and the need is to
hold total spending down and that is what we are prepared to do,
given the enactment of this ceiling which in and of itself can prevent
the need for additional taxes.

Senator Nersox. The President tried to fix the blame by a radio ad-
dress to the public and now every Senator hears their constituents
saying. “Do what the Presidents wants.” You can’t have it both ways.
You can’t have the President denouncing Congress and saying a 20-
percent. increase in social security is irresponsible and then taking
credit for it. You can’t have the President asking for a vevenue-sharing
program that is totally irresponsible because it isn’t funded and then
the President blaming Congress for deficit spending. If he had been
fair and gone on the air and said Congress and I, the President. this .
President and this administration, share the responsibility, then I
think we ought to join now in putting a limit; nobody would criticize
him, but the President didn’t say that.

Mr. Wrinsercer. That is the way I interpreted his statement with
respect to the need to share the responsibility and the task at the mo-
ment. The whole basis for requesting the ceiling in this form, as we
have said many times, is to let the country know that we are—both the
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Congress and the President, because the ceiling applies equally to both,
united, to try to secure this very desirable result of preventing higher
taxes and more inflation. '

Senator Nerson. It isn't the case. The President attacked Congress as
big spenders several times; he knew what he was doing and he can’t
take the position that anything he recommends is fine and anything
Congress may decide to originate and recommend is bad.

L]Ir. WeINBERGER. It is the total of the two that we are concerned
with.

Senator Nerson. His is in the total. ‘

Mr. WEINBERGER. His was in the total he submitted in January.

Senator NeLson. When he saw the. problem 3 weeks ago he could
have very easily said we had better fund this or not pass it. I am ob-
jecting to the posture the President takes about fiscal responsibility.

Mr. WEeINBERGER. We still don’t know what the tota{) will be. The
Congress will enact and, as we have been through many times, the ap-
propriation bills as well as the other bills that are existing as budget
threats at the moment, but have not been enacted; so it is rather idle
to fix a point in time in saying all of the money requestel or spent up
to-that time is responsible and all after that is irresponsible. The im-
portant point is that we are looking at an expenditure program which
would force us into another very punishing round of inflation or higher
taxes or both and this is the way we think that it can best be avoided
ana there will be credit enough for everybody if the ceiling is enacted
and we can advise the country and the world that we have joined in
taking this action.

» Senator Nersox. I just want to make one observation about the point
raised by Senator Fulbright—the military cuts. '

The fact is that the Congressional Quarterly, 2 years ago, more than
2 years ago, in & very in depth study, discussed the military budget,
with people high in the Pentagon, civilian and military, with the un-
derstanding that their names would not be disclosed, and as a conse-
quence of those discussions, with generals, and high civilian officials
in the Pentagon, as well as distinguished authorities outside the Penta-
gon, they came to the conclusion that conservatively you could cut the
military budget by $10 billion and strengthen the defense of the United
States, so I think your comments about George McGovern’s irresponsi-
bility are irresponsible themselves and there are sonre good independ-
ent, nonpartisan authorities that support substantial cuts.

Mr. WeiNsereer. I would want to examine the independent and
nonpartisan.character of the reports that were made but we certainly
are on the lookout for, and as I indicated earlier, I think in response
to your question we don’t regard anything as exempt from very care-
ful examination and certainly the strengthening of the country is
something that obviously everybody wants to do, but we think that

* the $33 billion prepared cut is not the way to do it, to put it midly.

Senator NEersoN. Let me ask just one final question, speaking of
the proposal of Senator Jordan of Idaho:

Why wouldn't it be feasible to require, as he does in his resolution,
a proportional cut across the board m those programs that the Presi-
dent would decide pursuant to this resolution? Give him a 5 or 10
percent flexibility; that is to say, we all know there will be smaller
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agencies—you men suggested that yourselves and Mr. Shultz here,
in which you have two choices, some such thing; it isn’t feasible to
make a personal cut. if the cut is $6 billion, as the objective, and then
you sa.ic{} the President, he has 10 percent flexibility, that is to say,
$600 million of it he can move wherever he pleases; it doesn’t have to
be exactly proportional, that you give him a 10-percent flexibility,
which we have done in a number of programs, in the manpower pro-
rams in fact, & much larger percentage in that—then he would have
%600 million; he would have ggoo billion, so any smaller agencies or
other that would be adversely affected, and that is a substantial amount
of money. : .
Mr. VKEINBERGER. Well, I would like to avail myself of the tech-
nique used in some courtrooms and ask the reporter to read back my
answer to the previous question. I wouldn’t do that. I will try to run
through it again and indicate that we, if I recall, I don’t know the total
reductions that will be required and won’t know that until the final
actions of the Congress and also there will be changed in the estimates
of the programs that do have uncontrollable outlays that are subject
to revised estimates.

The other problem is that not knowing what the total amount. of
reduction will be necessary at any given time to get to this ceiling,
we will have to apply rather ﬂexiﬁly differing suggestions as to how
we move up and down. The restriction that this kind of a percentage
reduction or indeed any of those I indicated to Senator Bennett, the
higher the percentage permitted the less concern there is about the
need of flexibility. You have an administrative problem of additional
complexity and the constant worry as to whether the permitted boun-
dary lines are actually going to enable you to get to the amount that
1s actually needed to sustain the ceiling. It is going to do very little
good from the point of view of economic policy in controlling infla-
tion if the Congress with the left hand says impose a ceiling and with
the right hand «ays but you can only reduce programs this amount
and when you put the two together you find that you do not have
enough leeway because of changing conditions which the Congress
couldn’t foresee at the time they made the enactment. So again, the
final point I would want to make would be that the goal of additional
congressional control is a perfectly worthy one. It would not be
- Served, I think, by this kind of administrative ham ers, or whatever

that might be put on the ability to achieve the reduction necessary
without reference to a very specific set of mathematical guidelines
that could well get into far deeper reduction in particular programs
than might be necessary and, contrarywise, might leave as is some pro-
grams where the reductions could be made untouchable.

Senator Nerson. Well, I don’t quite follow that. About 30 percent
of the budget is military, and health is 25 percent of the budget and
education, manpower 5; all others 20 percent. You are going to have
(t:z]go to the defense budget unless you are going to drastxcalﬁr cut the

1ers,

Mr. WeinskreER. We have said repeatedly, Scnator, in answer to
you, I think your very first question, that it not an exempt program.

Senator NELson. Well, that is why I say I don't see where your big
problem is. National defense is 30 percent, just about, of the budget
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:and you have foreign aid and military, foreign economic and military
aid; then gou have got education, manpower, you have got health and
then all of the rest adds up to about $61 billion. I don’t see that that
should besuch a tremendous problem to apply proportional cuts with
$600 million of flexibility and $6 million cut. '

Mr. WeiNBErGER. I will try it again but initially the principal point
‘to be made is it is a moving, changing situation and it shifts very
rapidly and as it does it is necessary to have some degree of flexibilit
to achieve the overall total which by definition if this bill is enacted,
the Con and the PPresident would have agreed was the proper
total of Federal spending for this particular fiscal year.

Senator NeLsoN. What is a flexible, moving situation ¢

Mr. WEeINgercER. The flexible, moving situation is that at the mo-
ment we are looking at about $6 billion of reductions that may have to
be made. If there are a series of enactments, such as the amounts to
H.R. 1 which were adopted 3 days and 2 weeks ago, we might be look-
ing at a great deal more than that; we don’t know. -

-We also don’t know what the spending requirements of certain
programs will be in March, April, or May, as compared with estimates
we have now. That is the shifting, moving nature of the requirement.

Senator NrLsox. I am aware of that. I am suggesting you give the
President flexibility of 10 percent or whatever total it is and he de-

" cides he has to cut in order to get back to the spending limit.

Mr. WEINBERGER. 'We don’t think that provides the degree of flexi-
bility that would meet all of the possible contingencies we can see at
this point nor do we see it accomplishes any particular purpose other
than making the administrative problem more difficult.

Senatcc NevLson. I think in fairness to Congress you at least ought
to be able to say here are the areas of programs and show us where
10 percent flexibility would work. You are up here with all of the facts
nondisclosed and just saying conclusively to Senator Jordan’s sugges-
tion, anybody else’s suggestion, that it 1sn’t practical; you can’t tell
us why it is a moving situation and——

Mr. WeINBERGER. I am disappointed to think you feel.I haven't; I
have made every effort to during the course of the afternoon. .

Senator NeLsoN. You are here asking for this authority but you
don’t want to disclose anything to the Congress. : :

Mr. WeinBtrGErR. We haven’t made any kind of final recommenda-
tions nor have we yet the idea of the size of the problem nor has the
President, and it is his budget, had an opportunity to address himself

Senator NeLson. Well, as I am suggesting, you ought to come back
when you do. o

Mr. WeInNBERGER. Well, we have already waited to the point where
it is desperately urgent that we have legislation of this kind; now
we have the debt ceiling that is part of it, that has barely been men-

“tioned, but it is also an important part of it.

Senator FurerieuT. Can I ask one question? :
Is it the position, Mr. Weinberﬁer, that any working paper, any
lans that you have as an internal working paper, until it is finally
'Eetermined by the President, it would not be available to the Congress?
- Mr. WEINBERGER. I haven’t addressed myself to that subject at all.
We haven’t even reashed any stage of that kind.
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Senator FuLeriauT. You just said in answer to the question that you

haven’t reached a final, I think you said, final decision about where
‘the cuts would be made?

~17 Mr. WEINBERGER. If I said that, I didn’t mean to imply that we have

reached any tentative decisions.

Senator FoLsriGHT. You have no tentative either?

Mpr. WeiNBeReER. Not at this point; no, sir. s

Senator Fursriant. I thought you said any final.

Mr. WEINBERGER. I am sorry.

Senator NersoN. Did I understand earlier, Mr. Shultz or Mr. Wein-
berger said that some itemized proposals have been sent to the Presi-
dent already?

Mr. WeiNBERGER. No, sir; I didn’t say that and T didn’t héar Mr.
Shultz say it. You may still be having m mind the articles I hope I
disposed of.

Senator NEersoN. Some needed individual proposals for cuts have
been sent to the President; I wrote it down when it was said.

Senator BENNETT. I heard it and it had not been sent to the
President.

Senator NeLsoN. Had not been sent. Maybe they will send it to us.

Mr. WWEINBERGER. It sounds more familiar that way.

Senator NeLsoN. That is all T have to say.

The CaairMaN. We have one more witness to hear. I think that is
all the questions the committee has. Thank you very much.

The Cuairman. Mr. Thomas H. Stanton, an attorney with the Tax
Reform Research Group, a Ralph Nader group.

STATEMENT-OF THOMAS H. STANTON, ATTORNEY, TAX REFORM
RESEARCH GROUP

Mr. Stanton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In light of the late hour,
I would ask that I be able to summarize my statement and submit it
for the record. ,

The Crramraan. We will print your entire statement.

Mr. StaANTON. As well as documentation.

The Cramrman. Yes, sir.

Mr. StanToN. Mr. Chairman, members of the Senate Finance Com-
Jnittee, I am Thomas H. Stanton, an attorney with the Tax Reform
Research Group. Our organization concentrates on matters of legisla-
tion, regulation, and enforcement in the fields of Federal, State, and
local taxation. We are funded by Ralph Nader’s Public Citizen, Inc.,
a broadbased group of citizens through the country who are con-
cerned about consumer and tax issues and the need to make institu-
tions more responsive. '

Today I wish to make two major Yoints: (1) In the short run, the
presidentially enforced spending ceiling should be rejected in favor
of equally effective, less radical alternatives; and (2) the long-run
solution to our unbalanced budget should include tax reform.

. In the short run, the proposed spending ceiling should be rejected
in favor of less radical solutions, for example, the Mahon resolution.

The current issue of U.S. News & Wor{)d Report quotes a senior
Presidential adviser as follows: “Power is centereg(i)n the White House

[ ]
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and the President feels the most prestigious positions in Washington
are White House staff jobs.” True, this adviser was making a compari-
son with Cabinet posts; but it is food for thought that he felt no need
to make even a reference to the importance of congressional posts.

The proposed spending ceiling would concentrate even more power
and political influence in the White House than it already has. The
newly elected, or reelected President could cut at least $6 billion in
programs without constraint of any of the traditional constitutional
checks and balances, without being accountable to anyone.

" As the Portland, Oreg., “Journal” editorialized, the President’s
power would be close to absolute. Of course, political realism would
tie the President’s hands somewhat. “But the point is that the power
will be in his grip.” He could cut social security or even the wages of
Government employees and the salaries of Congressmen.

Let us consider the effect on Congress. The supposed temporary
grant of power could become permanent like the “temporary” World
‘War II buildings on the Mall that were just recently torn down.

Temporary policies in Washington often last longer well-meaning
lawmakers intend. Take the Gulf of Tonkin—most would agree that
the congressional budget process has been too loose; we have spent
substantially more than we have raised and the spending has not
always been wise, But will Congress tighten its vigilance by passing
the buck to the White House? The congressional process would only

‘become more relaxed.

Opponents of programs won’t fight as hard to trim the fat; they
will leave that chore to the White House. And on the other side of the
coin, Members of Congress who fight long and hard for their con-
stituents won’t be assured that their congressional victory has mean-
ing; they will have to make their peace with the White House to
make sure their project gets a cent. And it is said that even getting
through to the White House on the telephone is a problem.

The effect on the executive is that he will be deciding basically how
to spend the Federal money ; especially if Congress doesn’t improve its
budget process, the President will decide, in good part through his in-
ﬂuentia} staff, what the Government does and doesn’t do. The leverage
over disfavored Members of Congress could be potentially overwhelm-
ing. In my hometown, there is fear that an Air Force base may be
closed. Our congressman has begun to act to save the base. If this
spending ceiling is passed, the President could next month close that
base forever; and our congressman will be powerless, unless, perhaps,
l}\Ie is able to offer enough future congressional votes to the White

ouse.

- The effect on citizens: When Congress makes a decision, you allow
us hearings, the chance to meet with our locally elected representatives,
and at least aides to our Ser.ators. We can have some say in the outcome.
This bill guarantees us no right for a hearing at OMB before a local air
base is cut and not even a rignt to discuss the problem with a member of
the staff; and those bureaucrats are not accountable to us even if we
were allowed to discuss it with them. _

Congress does not have to hand over its spending power to the White
House to put an effective and responsible check on spending. Chairman
Mahon of the House Appropriations Committee has proposed one
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alternative, House Concurrent Resolution 713. That proposal simply
requests the President to advise Congress next year of the programs he
would cut in order to remain within the $250 million spending ceiling.
Congress would then have to pass appropriate legislation or to come
up with & substitute, but it would still be in the saddle. The incentive
for Congress to meet this responsibility would be the same as it is now:
to avoid angering voters with a hugh tax increase.

Other members of Congress suggest that Congress consider cutting
back all programs by the same flat gercentage. Whether Congress
chose that approach or Congressman Mahon’s, or the approach suF-
gested by Senator Bennett here today, the important principle would
remain: the decision would be made by a U.S. Congress elected by the
people and accountable and available to them.

We support title III of the House bill insofar as it calls for a joint
congressional committee to review ways to improve Congress’s control
of spending and to report proposals to the full Congress next year.
We introduce for the record a statement of former Presidential adviser
Paul McCracken, which appeared recently in the Wall Street Journal.
In this statement, Dr. McCracken makes initial proposals to tighten

- the congressional budget process.

A radical presidential spending ceiling is not necessary. A combina-
tion of short-run congressional belt-tightening and longer-run reform
can achieve the same end and leave the constitutional separation of
powers intact. '

ecause of the shortness of time, I would omit part II, “There is
wide agrcement that a tax increase will soon be necessary. As a part of

its tightened budget the Congress should eliminate from the tax laws

those preferences which are unduly inequitable or inefficient.
We would submit that material for the record, sir.
The CiraiRmaN. Any questions, gentlemen ?

In view of the lateness of the hour, we will forgo any questions.
Thank you very much.
(Prepared statement and documents of Mr. Stanton follow:)

PREPARED STATEMENT OF TioMas H. STANTON

Mr. Chairman, members of the Senate Finance Committee, I am Thomas H.
Stanton, an attorney with the Tax Reform Research Group. Our organization
concentrates on matters of legisiation, regulation, and enforcement in the fields of
federal, state and local taxation. We are funded by Ralph Nader's Public Citizen,
Inc., a broad-based group of citizens throughout the country who are concerned
about consumer and tax issues and the need to make institutions more responsive.

Today, I wish to make two major points: .

I. In the short run, the Presidentially enforced spending ceiling should be
rejected in favor of equally effective, less radical alternatives: and

II. The long-run solution to our unbalanced budget should include tax
reform.

I. In the Short Run, the Propogsed Spending Ceiling Should Be Rejected in Favor
of Lcss Redical Solutions, For Example, the Mahon Resolution

The current issue of U.S. News and World Report quoted a senior presidential
adviser as follows: “Power is centered in the White House, and the President
feels the most prestigious positions in Washington are White House staff jobs.”
True, this adviser was making a comparison with cabinet posts. But it is food
for thought that he felt no need to make even a reference to the importance of
Congressional posts. :

The proposed spending ceiling would concentrate even more power and political
influence in the White House than it already has. The newly elected, or re-etected,

1
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President could cut at least six billion dollars in programs without constraint of
any of the traditional constitutional checks and balances—without being account-
able to anyone! As the Portland, Oregon, Journal editorialized, the President's
power would be close to absolute. Of course, political realism would tie the
1'resident’s hands somewhat. “But the point is that the power will be in his grip.”
He could cut Social Security, or even the wages of govermuent employees and
salaries of Congressmei.

Let’s consider the effect on (.ongress The supposed tempormy grant of power
could become permanent, like the “temporary” World War I1 buildings on the
Mall that were just recently torn down. “Temporary” policies in Washington
often last longer than well-meaning lawmakers intend. Take the Gulf of Tonkin.
Most would agree that the Congressional budget process has been too loose; we
have spent substantially more than we have raised, and the spending has
not always been wise. But will Congress tighten its viligence by passing
the buck to the White House” The congressional process would only becone more
relaxed. Opponents of programs won't fight as hard to trim the faat; they’ll leave
that chore to the White House. And on the other side of the coin, Members of
Congress who fight long and hard for their constituents won't be assured that their
Congressional victory has meaning; they will have to make their peace with the
White House to make sure their project gets a cent. And it is said that even
getting through to the White House on the telephone is & problem.

The effect on the Executive: He'll be deciding basically how to spend the fed-
eral money. Especially if Congress doesn’t improve its budget process, the Presi-
dent will decide—in good part through his influential staff—what the government
does and doesn't do. The leverage over disfavored members of Congress could be
potentially overwhelming. In my home town, there is fear that an Air Force base
may be closed. Our Congressman has begun to act to save the base. If this spend-
ing ceiling is passed, the President could next month close that base forever. And
our Congressman will be powerless (unless, perhaps, he is able to offer enough
future Congressional votes to the White IHouse).

The effect on Citizens: When Congress makes a deciston, you allow us hearings,
thie chance to nmeet with our locally elected Representatives (and at least aides
to our Senators). We can have some say in the outcome. This bill guarantees us
no right for a hearing at OMB before a local air base is cut; and not even a right
to discuss the problem with a member of the staff. And these bureaucrats are
not accountable to us even if we were allowed to discuss it with them.

Congress does not khatve to hand over its spending power to the White House
to put an effective and responsible check on spending. Chairman Mahon of the
House Appropriations Committee has proposed one alternative, House Concurrent
Resolution 713. That proposal simply requests the President to advise Congress
next year of the programs he would cut in ovder to remain within the $250 million
spending ceiling. Congress would then have to pass appropriate legislation or to
come up with a substitute, but it would still be in the saddle. The incentive for
Congress to meet this responsibility would be the same as it is now: to avoid
angering voters with a huge tax increase.

Other niembers of Congress suggest that Congress consider cutting hack all
programs by the same flat percentage. Whether Congress chose that approach or
Congressman Mahon's, (1) the important principle would remain: the decision
would be made by a U.S. Congress elected by the people and accountable and
available to them,

We support Title III of the House bill insofar as it calls for a joint congres-
sional committee to review ways to improve Congress’s control of spending and
to report proposals to the full Congress next year. We introduce for the record
a statement of former presidential adviser Paul McCracken., which appeared
recently in the Wall Street Journal, In this statement, Dr. McCracken makes
initial proposals to tighten the Congressional budget process.

A radical presidential spending ceiling is not necessary. A combination of
short-run Congressional belt-tightering and longer-run reform can achieve the
same end and leave the constitutional separation of powers intact. (2)

II. There 18 Wide Agreement That a Tax Incrcase Will Soon be Neeessary. Az a
Part of its Tightened Budacet the Congress Should Eliminate From the Tax

Laws Those Prefercnces Which Are Unduly Inequitable or Ineflicient
The White House has created an atmosphere of crisis around our budget deficit.
much in the way it invoked alarms last year to secure passage of the Revenue Act
of 1971, That act cut taxes by an average of over $11 billion annually (averaged
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over the next decade). Surely an economy-minded Administration would have
considered the impact of such a measure on the deficit first.

In fact, what is new is not that we have an exorbitant deficit; what is new
ix that we are faced with the prospects of a tax increase to pay for it. Last May
the prestigious Brookings Institution published a study showing that-taxes would
Lave to go up -even if we left expenditures next year at this year's (FY ’i3) levels.

The question then becomes: are there any unfair or inefficient tax preferences
which could be eliminated to reduce the deficit. We wish at this point to present
to the Committee statistics only recently released by the Treasury Department
which dramatically illustrate the inequities of many tax preferences, The figures
were presented by Treasury Undersecretary Edwin 8. Cohen to.the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee on July 21. They show, for example, that the capital gain tax
preference gives the wealthiest 5.4% of the taxpayers an astounding 86% of
the benefits. As a part of the tightened budget we should ask whether this multi-
billion dollar capital gains subsidy is really needed to subsidize the activities of
those wlho benefit from it, at the expense of the middle and lower income taxpayer.

Undersecretary Cohen’s figures become even more important when we adjust

for the number of taxpayers in each income group. It turns out, then, that the
taxpayer with income (AGI) over $100,000 saved an average of over $38,000
thanks to the capital gains preference, while the middle class taxpayer in the
$10-15,000 group saved on the average only $16. The tax exemption of interest
on state and local bonds saved the taxpayer making over $100,000 an average of
$4,600, but saved his middle class counterpart ($10-15,000 group) an average of
only 71 cents.

We introduce those statistics for the record, It can be seen that the bias against
middle class and lower income taxpayers is also present in those tax preferences
once thonght to benefit middle income groups. The deduction for interest on
mortgages on owner-occupied homes averaged only $51 for the $10-15,000 tax-
payer, while averaging $411 for the over $100,000 group. Similarly the deduction
for property taxes on owner-occupied homes averaged only $46 for the middle
class ($10-15.000) taxpayer, but averaged an immeunse $1,700 for the over $100,-
000 group.

The data on the other tax preferences are in the record for your study. Suffice
it to say that the unfairness of many of them, as revealed insthe Treasury data,
make a compelling case for revision. Ending or reducing these could save billlons
of dollars which could head off the need for an across-the-board tax increase or
even a valune added tax. We urge tax reform hearings by this Committee next
year. :

A combined program of short-run expenditure cutbacks by Congress, longer-
run improved congressionil control of spending, and tax reform next year, could
bring the deficit under control. As members of Ways and Means stated in their
dissent to the proposed bfll: “Certainly, everyone seems to be against inflation
and for curbing reckless spending. The undersigned would certainly insist on
being iucluded in this group. However, the decision . . , to include in the debt
ceiling legislation before us a spending ceiling of $250 billion this fiscal year
withont any restrictions or direction as to where the necessary cutbacks will oc-
cur raives the most serious constitutional questions which the Congress will
ignore to the lasting detriment of future Congresses and to the peril of the very
Republic it<elf.”

Thank you.

o e )

[H. Con. Res. 713, 92d Cong., first sess.)

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Whereas the President has requested authority to impose a limitation on ex-
penditures ansd net lending for fiscal year 1973 in the amount of $250,000,000,000,
including authority to change existing laws and make unspecified reductions in
existing mandatory spending programs such as social security, impacted area
school aid, veterans’ benefits, education and health programs, and other programs
on which Congress has acted to date; and

Whereas consistent with the constitutional responsibility of the Congress to
make appropriations for support of the Government, it is the practice for Con-
gre;s to make specific approriations for the various activities of the Government ;
a : .
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Whereas the Congress 1s concerned about the fiscal plight of the country, es-
peclally in view of contirned and mounting budget deficits and inflationary
pressures; and

Whercas the total deficits in Federal funds.for the last three fiscal years have
exceeded $70,000,000,000; and

Whereas the most recent estimate of the executive branch of the Federal funds

- deflcit for fiscal year 1978 is $32,400,000,000; and

Whereas approximately one-fourth of the Federal debt will have accumulated
in just these last four years; and '

Whereas in the annual appropriation bills for the fiscal year 1973, the Coh-
gress Is in the process of reducing spending in excess of $1,000,000,000; and

. Whereas in other bills, including bills raising social security benefits, black

lung” benefits, and veterans benefits, the Congress, with the concurrence of the
President, has exceeded the related budget estimates ; and

Whereas In certain other bills, including general revenue sharing and water
pollution control, the Congress is in the process of enacting spending authority for
tiscal year 1973 in excess of the related budget estimates for 1873 ; and

Whereas the President has.not advised Congress of the specific reductions in
budget authority and budget outlays which he would make to limit outlays to
not more than $250,000,000,000 ; and

Whereas to grant the anthority to impose such a limitation on expenditures,
including authority to amend basic legislation governing mandatory programs,
would in effect transfer legislative authority to the executive branch; and

Whereas the Congress cannot responsibly act on the proposed limitation of
$250,000,000,000 on expenditures and net lending without an advance opportunity
to assess the finpact of the consequent reductions (which it now appears, would
approximate $6,000,000,000) on specific programs and activities: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Reprcsentatives (the Senate concurring), That the
P’resident is hereby respectfully requested to advise the Congress not later than
January 2, 1973, of the specific reductions in budget authority and budget out-
lays (by appropriation or fund), and changes in existing law affecting same, that
in his judgment may best be made in order to limit budget outlays for the fiscal
vear 1978 to not more than $250,000,000,000; and that it is the sense of the Con-
gress that, upon receipt of the list of such specific reductions and meodifications,
the Congress shall consider legislation dealing with the President’s recomnmenda-
tions.

{From the Wall Street Journal, Sept. 19, 1972)

CAN FiscaL Poricy BE CONTROLLED?
(By Paul M. McCracken)

Is it possible that modern governments cannot manage fiscal policy? Only
a few years ago to raise such a question would be to mark one as a troglodyte,
a hair shirt who had not yet discovered that the thing to do with budgets was
not necessarily to balance them but to manage them in ways that would produce
the right economic conditions. That might call for a surplus, or a balance or
a deficit. It would all depend.

Why the new skepticism? ,

It is not all home grown. Part of it grows out of international experience.
In the early part of last year, for example, Germany was concerned about in-
flatlonary pressures on her economy. The concern was understandable. The Ger-
man price level was rising at the rate of over 6% per year. This was about
our rate at its worst in 1969, and it was particularly unacceptable to an infla-
tion-conscious country like Germany. The fiscal prescription for this problem
was obviously to limit spending and run a good strong budget suplus. The fiscal
program that actually unfolded involved deficits and expenditures which rose
12% in 1971. Fiscal restraint, never popular politically, apparently looked par-
ticularly unattractive to this government with its thin parliamentary majority. A
tough monetary policy was, therefore, deployed, but this drove interest rates
above world levels and attracted a flow of funds into the country which aggra-
vated the international monetary problems of that period.

It might be assumed that modern fiscal policy could at least be worked in the
expansionist direction. Yet Japan has had its problems putting in place a suffi-
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clently easy fiscal policy. Thelr sluggish domestic economy had had more slack
than ours. This has, of course, produced sluggish imports, a large trade surplus,
and emergent pressure for another upward revaluation of the yen (something
which they very much want to avoid). Moreover, Japan needs to spend more on
social facilities to bring them more into line with those needed by a advanced
and high-income nation. Yet the required degree of flscal expansion never really
has been put in place.

A look over the world economy during recent years, in short, produces a picture
of economic conditions which catled for fiscal policies that the political process
did not, and presumably could not, provide.

It is when we examine our fiscal problems at home, however, that doubts alout -
how ianeuverable fiscal policy really is have begun to emerge. Béfore we dismiss
Japan's difficulty in achieving a sufficiently expansive fiscal poliey as a special
case, we should reecall our own major excursion into tax reduction alimost a
decade ago. President Kennedy recommended tax reduetion in January 1963, and
indicated earlier that he would do so, but the actual tax reduction could not be
achieved until March 1964.

RISING PUBLIC OUTLAYS

The real problem for modern fiscal policy. however, is the relentless rise in
public outlays. The magnitudes are impressive. In 1965 the economy regained
reasonably full employment. Yet from 1965 to 1968 the rise in federal, state, and
local outlays (on a national accounts basis) was equal to almost 357% of the rise
in national income, and the figure for the period 1968 to 1972 (first quarter) was
almost 489, With roughly half of the increase in national income absorbed
by rising government outlays, the ground swell of public concern abont taxes
becomes understandable. Somehow our expenditure declsion-making process has
been giving us a larger rise in outlays than people are ready to pay for. The
result is a trend that will carry expenditures for this fiscal year at least $10
billion beyond revenues that the tax system would produce at xreasonably full
employment.

Part of the problem is that to a growing extent federal outlays reflect perma-
nent programs with yearly increases built in, They are thus uncontrellable in
the literal sense unless-legislation is changed. Social Security, agriculture, wel-
fare—these are programs whose aggregate outlays will be determined by spect-
fied benefit levels and the number of eligible recipients. We thus have outlays on a
path that is rising more rapidly than the increment of revenues that on-going
economic growth will provide from any given tax system. The fiscal dividend
of the 1960s has bLeen replaced by the fiscal mortgage of the 1970s. If outlays
continue to rise this rapidly, periodic increases in tax rates or new taxes will be
required, something that the political process will not find it easy to deliver.

The problem has many roots, but a major one is the “new” fiscal policy itself.
In retrospect it seems clear that the “new” fiscal policy threw a baby out with
bath water—namely, the idea of fiscal discipline. The old always-balanced budget
philosophy did seem at times to call for perverse actions, such as increased taxes
or slashed spending in recessions, but it did impose a discipline, It, in principle,
required that governments couple with the delectabilities of spending the dis-
tasteful task of raising taxes. Thereby a rough cost-benefit equilibrium was
achieved. - '

It was achieved intellectually, and it worked surprisingly well practically.
Up to the Great Depression the budget had a surplus in two nonwar years out
of three while in the postwar period there have been defleits in two out of
three years. “Marriage is popular,” observed-George Bernard Shaw, “because it
combines the maximum of temptation with the maximum of opportunity.” Some-
thing like this seems to have characterized the actual working of modern fiscal
policy. Having been told that there are times when the budget ought not to be
balanced, the political process finds it tempting to assume that “now” is one
of those times. And the always-balanced principle has metamorphosed into a
never-balanced budget. .

If modern fiscal policy is ever to live up to its potential, the concept of fiscal
discipline must regain a central position in budget policy.

The President put forward a helpful concept with the idea that outlays should
not exceed the revenues the tax system would generate at reasonably full em-
vloyment. This would enable the budget to be expansive during a period of
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sluggish economic conditions, but it would assure that the budget would come
back into equilibrium, with revenues covering outlays, when nro further eco-
nomie stimulus was needed.

CONGRESS IS THE KEY

The key to regaining a greater sense of fiscal discipline is in the Congress.
Present congressional procedures do a reasonably effective job of screening the
merits of individual requests for money. In that sense the budget problem is not

waste and foolish spending. What one person considers “waste” or ‘‘unessential
spending” is, of course, another’s high-prority program. The problem is that the
aggregate of individually meritorlous programs will always exceed any viable
‘total,.In that important sense the federal government’s budget problem is similar
to that of a family or a business. There are other respects in which it is different,
but economists have been so preoccupied with the differences that this important
parallel has been overlooked.

Good budgetry, therefore, requires a procedure for deciding not only whether
each proposed outlay is good but whether it is good enough to be included within
some viable limit or total. This is the missing element in the congressional
process. Without it the whole process has a bias toward larger spending than
the citizenry will want—want in the only meaningful sense of what it is willing
to forego in the way of private spending for these public programs.

The Appropriations Committees have made a small beginning by initial hear-
ings on the budget as a whole. This is a good start. It should develop further
into some meaningful actions about each year’s budget as a whole.

What is essential is some procedure by which the Congress itself will decide
what total outlays should be, and by which Congress also explicitly accepts
responsibility for the aggregate expenditures which are the result of their
individual program decisions. The initial congressional overview of the whole
budget might be extended to include a total within which individual program
decisions would have to fit (though early postwar attempts along this line were
quickly dropped). Individual appropriations bills could be held until all are
passed in order to see what the results would be for total outlays, with perhaps
an amendatory bill to keep the total within a viable Hmit.

Whether modern fiscal policy can yet become a powerful tool for economic
adjustment, or whether it must remain a theoretical idea with little substance
in reality and largely immobilized by a relentlessly rising outlay trend, is going
to depend heavily on whether a greater degree of fiscal discipline can be injected
into the budgetary process. Because fiscal policy has substantial potential for
domestic economic management and for harmonizing divergent national objec-
tives in the world economy, it is important that the budgetary process be sub-
Jected to this greater sense of discipline.

On this both the “new” fiscalists and the “old” budget balancers have common

BOARD OF CONTRIBUTORS

The Wall Street Journal is pleased to announce a new feature, the Board of
Contributors, intended to present a broad range of viewpoints on current topics.
Four distinguished university professors have been invited to contribute regular
monthly articles, and each has agreed to write eight to twelve times over the
next year. The contributors are:

Walter W. Heller, Reagents' Professor of Economics at the University of
Minnesota and former chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers under
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson,

Irving Kristol, Henry Luce Professor of Urban Values at New York University
and co-editor of the quarterly, The Public Interest. : .

Paul W. McCracken, Edmund Ezra Day University .Professor of Business
Administration at the Unlversity of Michigan and former chairman of the
Couneil of Economic Advisers under President Nixon.

Arfthur Schleginger Jr., Albert Schweitzer Professor of the Humanities at the
City University of New York and winner of Pulitzer Prices in history and
biography.

* Dr. McCracken’s article is the third in the series. Apn initial article by Dr.
Schlesinger will appear later this week.
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[From the Portiand (Oreg.) Journ_nl. Sept. 25, i972)
GIVING AWAY POWER OF THE PURSE

Reporters and congressmen were trying to probe the depths of the power that
w?uld be given one man--the President—Dby a spending-controtl bill in the House
Ways and Means Committee.

Admintstration officials who designed the measure were asked whether the
President could go beyond reductions in the normal appropriation bills.

Could he, for instance, cut social security? Or even the wages of federal em-
ployes and congressional salaries? ' '

Yes, he would have the authority to go that far. .

But “let’s be realistic,” admonished an official. “You're quibbling now. It just
would not be politically realistic to do something like that.”

But the question was repeated: Not would such cuts be made, but could they
be made? In other words, how much power was being passed from the many to
the one, from the policy-making representatives of the people in the Congress
to the single executive?

Yes, the President’s power wouil be close t absolute in spending money.

No, of course the President would not plan to use that power to make polit-
fcally unrealistic cuts.

But the point is that the power would be in his grip. How many times will
members of Congress have to complain about presidential misuse of congressional
authority that some previous Congress had voted to pass on to the executive he-
fore they begin to get thelr own message?-

Gradually, the lawmaking branch is eroding its own rights and responsihilities,
leaving it devoid of its standing as a “separate and equal” branch while sur-
rendering more and more of its duties to the White House. .

Is the power of the purse about to follow? At what point will Congress cease
to be able to justify its own existence?

To be sure, & mechanism is urgently needed to bring sanity to federal fiscal
alft;airs. Tossing the full responsibility to the President might be an expedient
thing to do. b

But it would not be sound government, at least within the concepts on which
the American government is based. .

It will be harder, but much more beneficial in the long runm, if Congress will
develop its own methods of keeping a 1id on spending. )

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 5, 1972]

PHONY BUDGET ISSUE
(By Hobart Rowen)

White House aide Jchn Erlichman and other administration officials are now
trying to blame any future tax increase on irresponsible congressional spending.

This s a phony issue, as Mr. Erlichman and all of the technicians in the
Office of Management and Budget know. ' )

The fact, which is recognized by non-politiclans within the government, and
practically everybody outside, is that an increase In federal taxes sometime
in the next two years {8 virtually a certainty because of commitments already
made by the Nixon administration. '

The administration could consult, for example, its former Treasury specialist
on economic affairs, Murray Weidenbaum. Prof. Weldenbaum, a Republican,
has heen making a serles of forthright speeches on budget realities. In his latest,
sketching out the “hard fiseal facts of life,” Weldenbaum sald: “We have liter-
allv mortgaged available federal revenue for many years into the future.”

The same sitnation would confront Sen. McGovern, ghould be be elected. But
the Republicans are promoting the notion that a wave of a magic budget-cntting
wand will solve the prohlem. The idea doesn't survive non-partisan sernitnv,

Take one example cited by a conservative research groun, the American Enter-
nrise Institute : based on bills already nassed. and on legislation proposed by the
Nixon administration. the actnal snending total, in fiscal 1975, two years from
naw. will be $301 hillion, un 251 billion from the $250 billion expendltgre celling
Mr. Nixon is trring to squeeze out of Congress.
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That doesn’'t take intv account Mr. Nixon's promise (State of the Union
Message) for a federal education program, or any other new initlatives—just
what's already been cranked into the spending machine,

. It covers an increase of $10 billion for defense: $19 billion for income secur-
ity ; $6 billion for health; $5 billion to expand existing education programs; and

_$5.3 billion for revenue sharing.

Says-the AEI report: “The picture that emerges is a rather grim one for the
Nixon administration.”

To meet its self-imposed test of maintaining a *'full employment balance,”
says the research group, would require “tax increases of some $21 billion in
(fiscal) 1975, $13 billion in 1976, and $6 billion in 1977.”

This analysis matches alimost exactly the projections made earlier by the
Brookings Institution. But the administration tends to brush Brookings aside
as a haven for Democrats out of office.

Facts don’t have a political bias. The administration’s problem is that it won't
face up to the tax jssue during the election. Instead, it talks of a watertight
ceiling on expenditures.

Former Budget Director Charles Schultze of Brookings—a McGovern adviser,
a Democrat, and an economist of unimpeachable integrity—pointed ont the other
day the impractical nature of Mr. Nixon’s proposed $250 billion ceiling.

It Congress were to limit spending to $250 billion for flscal 1973, Schultze
points out, it would have to cut $7 billion to $10 from Mr. Nixon's January pro-
pesals. But by the time a ceiling goes in effect, ive months of the fiseal year
would have elapsed, requiring cuts of $12 to 15 billion at an annual rate,

Where would they come from? Certainly not from defense, already trimmed
$3.6 billion from Secretary Laird’s requests. And it is not possible, for legal or
political reasons, to touch Social Security, veterans benefits, interest on the debt,

* public assistance, unemployment compensation, or revenue-sharing.

That leaves Ehrlichman & Co. about $73 billion in such programs as grants-
in-ald to the states for education, manpower training, health, polltution control.
urban mass transit and similar objectives. These would have to be slashed about
20 per cent to bring the total budget with a $250 billion ceiling. Tt just is not a
realistic concept. The Administration ought to quit playing politics, and buckle
;Iown to the important job of deciding what tax program will put its fiscal house
n order,

(Presented by Hon. Edwin S. Cohen. Under Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in testimony before the Joint Economic Committee, Congress of

the United States, July 21, 1972:)

B



APPENDIX E

ESTIMATED DISTRIBUTION OF SELECTED ITEMS OF TAX PREFERENCES OF INDIVIDUALS BY ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME CLASS, CALENDAR YEAR 1971

{tn millions of dollars]

Depreciation

Exemption for  Exclusion of on buildings

Exclusion of certain income Farming: Timber: (other than
Adjusted benefits and income earned by Expensin| Capital gain  Expensing of Excess of rental Deductibility
gross income allowances to earned individuals  and capilal treatment for  exploration percentage housing) in Asset of interest
class Armed Forces abroad by inU.S. gain certain  and develop- over cost  |nvestment excess of depreciation  Dividend on consumer
(thousands) personnel  U.S. citizens  possessions treatment income ment costs depletion credit  straight-line range  exclusion credit
0to$3.. . | R 1 K USSP . 5 1
$31035. .- 55 2 1 2 16 3 2 13 4
$Stos7. ... 80 2 3 8 27 5 4 17 64
S7to$10. . ... 120 2 2 6 41 1 6 2 165
$10to $15 .. ... 155 4 4 12 51 18 12 S5 435
$15t0820. .. __. 90 2 4 12 32 12 9 46 380
$201t0 350 ..... 170 9 16 50 73 47 37 99 620
$50 to $100. ___. 55 8 14 43 33 28 23 27 59
$100 and over_ . 45 21 21 66 29 36 7 9 12
Total........ 650 50 10 790 50 65 , 200 305 160 100 300 1,800

9L



Provisions relating
to aged, blind,

and disabled
Combined
cost for
. . i additional
Deducti-  Deducti-  Deprecia- exemption Net exclusion of
. bility of bility of tion on " retirement pension contributions
interest on property rental income Exclusion Exclusion of . and earnings
mortgages taxes on  housing in . . credit, and of unem- workmen's  Exclusion
i . on owner- owner-  excess of Housing  Disability exclusion of  Additional . ployment compensa-  of public Plans for
Adjusted gross income occupied occupied straight- rehabili-  insurance OASDH!  exemption Sick pay  insurance tion  assistance Plans for self-
class (thousands) homes homes ine tation benefits for aged for blind  exclusion benefits benefits benefits employees employed
b X N 35 805 1 2 65 o .
$3tsS. ... 27 41 4 . 40 750 2 13 110 145 7
St 87, . 31 84 6 1 25 420 2 16 110 230 10
70810, . ... 276 263 14 1 30 585 2 32 185 535 13
$100815 . ... 79 642 2 2 10 245 1 19 230 995 2
$20 . ... 543 505 15 1 5 125 1 20 65 685 18
32010950, ... 621 788 59 6 6 215 1 16 30 750
$50t0$100_ ... ... 101 240 35 3 3 70 .. 2 5 175 7
$100 andover... ... .. 32 137 45 1 1 K Y 90 13
Total ... ... ... 2,400 2,700 200 15 155 3,250 10 120 800 3,650 250

LL



APPENDIX E—Continued
Exclusion of other employee benefits

o  Medical Privately . Exclusion of  Deductibility Deductibility Excess of

R Deductibility insurance financed interest cn  of charitable of child and e standard

Premiums on of accident premiums supplementary life contributions Deductibility dependent  Deductibility deduction

group life and death  amd medical unemployemnt Meals and insurance  (other than of medical care  of casualy _over

insurance bensfits care benefits lodging savings education) expenses expense losses minimu.n

|- JP . 25 o eeeeann 2 5 3 5 ) S, 0

20 1 80 ... 14 20 31 100 7 S 3

30 2 125 1 2 35 82 205 12 10 15

15 5 300 1 35 85 225 325 5 30 100

135 8 550 2 35 205 467 470 3 40 415

95 6 330 1 25 185 364 310 1 20 115

105 13 as . 30 420 716 360 1 30 S0

25 1 85 L eaes 5 80 426 90 s 20 2

10 1 k| I 2 65 886 k- J 10 o eeaaeen

500 30 2,000 S 170 1,100 3,200 1,900 30 165 700

Deductibility of

nonbusiness

Additional  Deductibility of Exclusion of  Exemptionof  State and local

. personal contributions to Exciusion of certain interest on axes (other

A Capital gains, exemption educational scholarships veterans’ Stateandlocat  than on owner

Adjusted gross income class (thousands) individuals for students institutions  and fellowships benefits t occupied homes)

080 83, i ceieceeiecieecesiscecceecmesecansmcmnrmn—— 30 ) RIS 6 30 5 4

B30 3. e ccicmaceccetemcecaeamecea————- 60 17 3 2% 95 e 5%

b 31 1 P 70 40 7 28 10 ceeiciemaaa 88

:7 L 1 (T SOOI 150 101 20 2 130 5 351

L %y 230 182 58 15 220 10 m
b 1L R v R 210 92 70 10 70 20 772 -

20 80 850 . ... e iieiiiaeiccccteemteeraanennaan 960 47 - 90 3 41 100 1,713

S50 10 $100. . ... .. .oiaieeecaieccaeeeecmcecccamacesseamsnneneraan 920 54 2 s 3 300 906

$I00 ANA OVOY. .. ... ciiacccicneieeenaeeenaa 2,970 16 [ A 1 360 928

b {5 P P S, 600 550 275 110 700 800 5, 600
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WHAT UNDER SECRETARY COHEN DIDN'T rsu. US. APPENDIX E (WHAT IT REALLY ﬁEANS)
TAX PREFERENCE BENEFITS PER INDIVIDUAL IN EACH ADSUSTED GROSS INCOME CLASS, CALENDAR YEAR 1971
-iTables based on official U.S. Treasury dats submitted to the Congressionat Joint Economic Committee, July 21, 1972,
[Dollars per returnj
- Exclusion of  Exclusion of
benefits and Exemption for income earned Fnrm‘i:s . .
Percent ot allowances to certain income by individuals expen Sin| Timber: capital Expensing ct
i Number of returns returns in each Armed Forces earned abroad in US. capital gsin gain treatment exploration and
Adjusted gross income class (thousands) per income clzsst income class personnel by U.S. citizens possessions treatment for certain income  development costs 3
[11L0 R 18, 063, 181 24.4 0.83 L. e ee———— ) 30 | SR,
g L2 < T 10, 238, 897 13.7 11.72 0.10 ..o ... 5.37 0.20 0.10
.3 3 9, 410, 12.7 18.60 .43 0.11 8.50 .2 k¥4
STt810 . ... 12,901, 228 12.4 13.95 A7 . 9.30 .15 .15
go oSS, . 14, 104, 611 19.1 8.15 .50 .14 10.99 .28 .
£33 v4 I , 541, 347 7.5 5.05 2.89 . . 16.24 .36 .12
200850 __ . iiiines . 348 4.3 3.62 4.17 .83 0.2 2.5 - 4,45
$50t08100. . __ ... ... 351,669 .5 8.53 2.88 . 156.38 22,75 39.80
$100andover... .. .. .. . _________. A .10 N ¥ 2% - 577.66 269.58 269.58

1 For calendar year 1970, (1971 data not available at time of publication.)
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WHAT UNDER SECRETARY COHEN DIDN'T TELL US. APPENDIX E (WHAT IT REALLY MEANS)—Continued

Depreciation on .
buildings (other Deductibility of
‘ than rental . interest on
Number of Percent of Excess of housing) in » Deductibility of mortgages on
i . returns per, returns in each’ percentage-over 1nvestment excess of Asset depre- Dividend - intereston  owner-ocCupied
Adjusted gross income class (thousands)  income classt,  income class | ~ cost depletion credit straight-lins ciation range exclysion consumer credit s
S0to 83 e 18,063, 181 24.4 0.06 [ R, 0.28 0.06 ... .........
b L R 10, 238, 897 13.7 .20 1.5 0.29 0.20 1.27 4.30 2.64
[ 7 U 9,410, 802 12.7 .85 2.87 .53 .43 1.81 6.80 8. 61
o $10_ i 12,901, 228 17.4 .47 318 .85 .47 2,25 14.34 2.3
S0t 81S .. , 104, 611 19.1 .85 3.62 1.28 .85 3.9 30.34 50.97
SISt 820 il 5, 541, 347 1.5 2.17 5.78 2.17 1.62 8.30 68.58 93.00
0350, e 3,596, 348 4.8 13.90 20.30 13.07 10.29 27.53 172.40 172.68
$S0t08100. . . o 351,669 .5 122,26 93.83 79.61 65. 40 76.77 167.76 287.18
$160andover.... . . ... . ....... 77,899 .10 847.24 3277 462.13 89.86 115.53 154.04 . 410.78
1 For calendar year 1970. (1971 data not available at time of publication.)
Provisions relaging't&aged. blind,
and disabled—

, Combined cost for

o Depreciation ’ additional exemp-

Number Percent Deductibility on rental tion retirement in-

of returns of returns of property housing in . Disability come credit, and .

per income in each taxes on owner excess of Housing insurance exclysion of  Additional exemp-
Adjusted gross income class (thousands) classt income tlass  occupied homes straightiine rehabilitation benefits  OASDHI for aged tion for blind
18, 063, 181 288 e acmeemecasecsencmamanm v aa———— 1.94 44.57 . 0.00
10, 238, 897 13.7 T A.00 0.39 oo eeaaeoan 3.91 73.25 .26
9. 410, 802 12.7 8.93 .64 0.11 2.66 44.63 2
12,901, 228 17.4 20.35 1.09 .08 2.33 45.35 .16
14,104,611 19.1 . 45.52 1.56 .14 g 12.37 .07
5,541, 347 7.5 91. 14 2N .18 .90 56 .18
3,596, 348 4.8 219.11 16.41 1.67 1.67 59.78 .28
351, 669 .5 682.46 99.52 8.53 8.53 199.03 ...
77,899 .10 1,758.66 §77.66 12.84 12.84 449.29 ...

1 For calendar year 1970. (1971 data not available at time of publication.)
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. Net exclusion of penmn eontnbu
Percent of . Exclusion of Exclusion Exclusion tions and earnings
Number of returns in unemployment of workmen's of public
. returns per each income Sick pay insurance compensation assistance Plans for Plans for
Adjusted gross income class (thousands) income class 1 : class exclusion benefits benefits employees self-employed
g L3 < SN 18, 063, 181 24.4 Q.11 60 0.83 1.38 2.49 s
|3 - TS 10, 238, 897 13.7 - 1.27 10.74 2.73 1.95 14.16 0.68
|3 7 R, 9, 410, 802 12.7 1.70 11.69 4.36 1.9 24.44 1.06
K 75 1 3 (T 12,901, 228 17.4 2.48 14.34 5.35 . 41.47 1.01
0815 .. 14, 104, 611 19.1 1.35 16.31 5.88 70.54 1.56
$1Sto . 541, 347 7.5 3.61 1.73 7.04 123.66 3.25
3,596, 348 4.3 4.45 8.34 10.57 208. 55 26.69
351,669 .5 5.69 14.22 17.06 497,58 201.88
77,899 FS (¢ N 12.84 1,156.33 166. 88
1 For calendar ysar 1970, (1971 data not availabie at time of publication.)
Exclusion of other employee benefits—
. Privately . Deductibility
Medical insur- financed Exclusion of of charitable
. Number of Percentof  Premiums on  Deduclibility of aaeo premiums  supplementary interest on contributions
Adjusted gross income class returns per  roturns in each group life  accident and nd medical  unemployment Meals and life insurance (other than
(thousands) income class ! income class tnsurance - death benefits care benefits lodging savings education

01083, - oo PN 18, 063, 181 24.4 0.28 ooeieeeaeeee 1.38 eeeeeee 0.11 0.28 0.17
b 13.7 1.95 0.10 7.8l oo iiieaanaes 1.37 195 3.03
12,7 3.19 .21 13.28 0.11 2% 372 871
17.4 5.81 .39 23.25 .08 2.7 6.59 17.44
19.1 9.57 .57 3899 14 2.48 14,53 33.11
1.5 1. 14 1.08 68.58 .18 4.51 33.39 65. 69
4.8 23.20 1.67 115.40 ... ... 8.34 116.79 199.09
.5 71,08 2.84 21012 e aanne 14,22 227. 47 1, 211.16
.10 128.37 12.84 38511 LTl 25,67 834.40 11, 373.56

1 For calendar year 1970. (1971 data not avsilable at time of publication.)
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WHAT UNDER SECRETARY COHEN DIDN'Y TELL US. APPENDIX E (WHAT IT REALLY MEANS)—Continued

. Deductibility of ) Excess of Additional

Number of Perce-t of Deductibtlit{ child and Deductibiity standard . . personal

Adjusted gross . returns per  returns in esch of medica dependent of casualty deduction Capital gains, exémption

income class (thousands) income class ! income class expenses care expense losses over minimum individuals for sfudents

b3 < 18,063,181 24.4 0.28 0.06 .. ...oooinn. .. 0 1.66 0.06

< 20RO 10, 238, 897 13.7 9.77 .68 0.49 .29 5.86 1.66

=33 1, 9, 410, 802 12.7 21.78 1.28 1.06 1.59 7.4 4.25

sl .. 12, 901, 228 17.4 25.19 2,33 71.75 11.63 7.83

$10t$)S_ ..., 14,104,611 19.1 33.32 21 2.84 29.42 16.31 12,90

SIS0 ... , 541, 347 7.5 55.95 18 3.61 20.75 37.90 16.60

$201t0850. .. .. , 596, 348 4.8 100.10 28 8.34 13.90 266.94 13.07

$S0to$100. .. ... 351, 669 .5 255.90 ... .o 56. 87 5.69 2,616.10 153.54

$100andover. .. ... ... ... 77,899 .10 449.29 ... 128.37 oo aaee. 38,126.29 205.39
t For calendar year 1970, (1971 data not available at time of publication.) N

Deductibility of

- nonbusiness State

Deductibility of ) and local taxes

) contributions to Exclusion of Exclusion of Exemption of " (other than on

Adjusted gross income Number of returns  Percent of returns educational schelarships and certain veterans’ interest on State owner occupied

class (thousands) per income class ! in each income class institutions fellowships benefits and local debt homes)

18, 063, 181 4.4 _ ... 0.33 1.66 0.28 0.22

10, 238, 897 13.7 0.29 2.54 9.28 Lo s 5.47

9, 410, 802 12.7 .74 2.98 11.67 ... 9.35

12,901, 228 17.4 1.55 1L71 10.08 39 27.98

14, 104, 611 19.1 4,11 1.06 15. 60 .71 54,73

. 541, 347 1.5 12.63 1.80 12.63 3.61 139.33

3,596, 48 4.8 25.02 .83 11.40 27.81 476. 32

1, 669 .5 86.87 ..iieiaiiiaaean 8.53 85.30 2,576.06

77,899 .10 89.86 ... ... 12.84 4,621, 31 11,912.71

1 For calendar year 1970, (1971 data not available at time of publication.)
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(By direction of the chairman the following statement was made
a part of the printed record:)

STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN LIFE CONVENTION AND THE LJZE INSURANCE ASSO-
CIATION OF AMERICA SUBMITTED BY WILL1AM B. HarMaAN, JR., ALC, AND KEN-
NETH L. KiMBLE, LIAA

This statement {s submitted on behalf of the American Life Convention and
the Life Insurance Association of America, two trade associations with a com-
bined membership of 359 life insurance companies which account for about 89
percent of the legal reserve life insurance in force in the United States. The
total assets of the life insurance business currently aggregate $230 billion, which
represents a substantial portion of the accumulated private savings of the U.S.
economy. We support Title II of H.R. 16810 which would impose a fixed ceiling
of $250 billion on expenditures and net lending under the Federal budget during
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1973,

A primary concern of the life insurance business is the future course of infla-
tion in our economy. As the trustee of billions of dollars of savings accumulated
through life insurance and pension plans, we have a vital interest in protecting
the purchasing power of these funds. Our concern over inflation is not confined
to price developments during a few months or quarters, but rather to the longer
span of time which is relevant to our policyholders and pension beneficiaries.
Hence, we are deeply concerned over the possibility of a renewal of inflationary
pressures in 1973 and the years beyond.

During the past year, the progress made toward curbing inflationary trends in
the U.S. economy has been most encouraging. The rate of increase in price levels,
measured either by the consumer price index or the deflator for GNP, has moved
substantially below the alarming inflation rates of 1970 and early 1971. It is im-
perative that we preserve tliese hard-won gains and avoid policies which will tead
to a renewal of demand-pull inflation and a quickening of inflationary expectations
among the public.

In our view, current budgetary developments carry a very strong threat of
renewing inflationary forces in 1973.. During the fiscal year just ended, Federal
budget outlays aggregated almost $232 billion, while receipts aggregated $209
billion, leaving a budget deficit of $23 billion. 1n the current fiscal year, it now
appears that Federal budget outlays will approach $260 billion, an increase of $28
billion or 12 percent above fiscal 1972, With budget receipts expected to run $223
billion, the resulting budgetary deflcit for fiscal 1973 would total $35 billion unless
corrective action is taken,

In economic terms, the prospect of an expanding Federal deflcit cannot be justi-
fied during a period of rapidly expanding business activity. A vigorous and broad-
based expansion of the private economy has been under way for several quarters
and its continuation is assured well into the coming year. In this setting, the rising
trend of Federal spending is on a collision course with the rapid growth of the
private economy and carries a serlous threat of renewed pressures of excess de-
mand with inflationary consequences during 1973.

It is not too late for public policy to adjust toward a mitigation of this infla-
tionary threat. The proposal for a $250 billion ceiling on Federal spending in fiscal
year 1973 would hring the Federal budget back into better control and we strongly
support adoption of this measure by the Congress. The clear alternatives to such
a cefling are an increase in taxes, an increase in prices, or & combination of both,
In the interests of sound and responsible fiscal policy, and to preserve the gains
made in the battle against inflation, we strongly urge the Congress to enact a
spending ceiling of $250 billion for the Federa}l budget of fiscal 1973,

(Whereupon, at 4:50 p.m., the committec proceeded to an exccutive
session.)
O



