~ (Calendar No. 1584
80131 QoNarss } - shNaTE { Kerour
2d Session. o " No. 1535

AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’' A¥FAIRS TO
TRANSFER A PORTION OF THE VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION
CENTER AT LOS ANGELES, CALIF., TO THE STATE OF CALIFQRNIA
FOR THE USE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Jung 7 (legitlative day, June 11‘).,' 1948.—Ordered o be printéd ‘

Mr. Mittikin, from the Comnimittée on Finance, submitted the
following '

 REPORT
[To accompany B. 2778)

The Cornmittes of Finance, to whom was vefertéd the bill (S. 2773)
authoring the Administrator of Veterany’ Affairs to transfer 4 portion
of the Veterans’ Administration éen\«é‘;} at Los Angeles, Calif., to the
State of California for the use of the University of California, having
considered the same report favorably thereon with an amendment
and recommend that the bill as améndéd, do pass.

The amendment is ‘as follows: ‘ , :

,I”nge 4, line 4, insert after the word ‘“‘any’’ the words “oil, mineral
or”. .

o PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Administrator of Veterans’
Affairs, sugject to such terms and conditions as he may preseribe, to
travisfor to the State of California for the use of the University of
California as a research and mgdical center and allied purposes a
portion of the Vetorans’ Administration center at Los Angeles, Calif.
containing approximately 34.880 acres more or less. The deed shall
resorve to the United States all interest in and to any oil, mineral or
fissionable material in said land, and shall provide for reversion to
tho United States if the land coases to be used as a medical and
research conter.

In return for the land granted, the University of California agroes
to establish a medical school and research centor on the premises which
will provide valuable aid ir the care and treatment of veterans in the
Vaterans’ Administration centor at Los Angeles, Calif. The Veterans’
Adminiztration has advised the comrmittee that it will have ample
coom for any possible future development of the center at Los Angeles
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on other portions of land presently qccupied and will have no further
need for the premises covered by the bill; also that it will be to the best
interests of the Veterans’ Administration to have a medical school and:
research center established in close proximity to the Veterans’ Admin-
istration center at Los Angeles.

The committee is in accord with the purposes of the bill and recom-
mends its enactment, as amended.

The letter from the Veterans’ Administration requesting this legis-
lation follows. - : ' :

May 26, 1948,
Hon. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, . )
President pro tempore of the Senale, :
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mg, PresipEnT: There is transmitted herewith draft of a proposed bill
to authorize the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to transfer a portion of the
Veterans’ Administration Center at Los Angeles, Calif,, to the State of California
for the use of the University of California, with the request that it be introduced
and considered for ensctment, . o . ,

The purpose of the proposed bill is to authorize the Administrator of Veterans'
Affairs to transfer approximately 35 acres of land located on the Veterans’ Admin-
istration Center,. Los Angeles, Calif., to the State of California for the use-of the
University of California as a research and medical center and allled purposes.

In October 1947 representatives of the University of California suggested the
proposed transfer to Gen. Omar N. Bradley, then Administrator of Veterans'
Affairs, and represented that if the transfer were effeoted the university proposed
to establish a medical school and repearch center on the premises which would
provide valuable aid in the care and treatment of veterans in the Veterans'
Administration center at Los Angeles, Such advantages were outlined in a
statement entitled ‘““Proposed Memorial Medical Center”’ prepared by repre-
sentatives of the University of California, copy of which is enclosed. After
consultation with the then ohief medical director, Dr, Paul R, Hawley, and the
assistant administrator for construction, supply, and real estate, F. H, Dryden,
General Bradley advised the comptroller of the University of California, that in
his opinion, it would be to the best interest of the Veterans’ Administration, as’
well as to the University of California, to transfer the land for the purposees.
indicated. Dr. Paul B, Magnuson, the present chief medical director., and I
concur in General Bradley’s views in the matter. A _

There is enclosed a photostat of a map showing the Veterans’ Administration
Center at Los Angeles, and the portion of land to be transferred under the pro-
posedf bill for the use of the university, whioh is ciroumscribed by heavy lines at
top of map. Y

I;)l‘he land on which the Veterans’ Administration center at Los Angeles is
looated was acquired by the Veterans’ Administration from the board of managers
of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers under the aoct of July 3,
1930, The Veterans’ Administration will have ample room for any possible
future development of the center at I.os Angeles on other portions of lan presentl{
occupled and will have no need for the premises govered by the proposed bill,
which has heen leased to tho Westwood Village Business Association continuously
since June 30, 1937. This lease may be canceled by either party upon 90 days’
written notico. '

In view of the impending adjournment of the Congress, there has not been
sufficient time to ascertain from the Bureau of the Budget the relationship of
the proposed legislation to the program of the President.

Sincerely yours, . ' .
CArL R. Gray, Jr,, Adminisiralor.

Prorossp MumoriaL Msproarn, Cenrer

It is proposed that tract C and H (approximately 34 acres), a part of the vet-
eransg’ faollitics at Sawtolle, but separated from them by the cemotery and Veteran
Avenue, be placed at tho disposal of the medical school at UCLA for the placement
of medieal facilities (illustrated later) of mutual advantage to the veterans’ facili-
ties and the medical school.
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This proposal is basad upon the following: - .

I. Traoct C and H has been and will be of little use for the housing of veterans
facilities in Los Angeles, 4

1. As evidence: For many years it  has been .eased to commerocial interests.
Biokering and lawsuits have made it. a nuisance, -~ = . .

2. It is separated from the main hospital and custodial centers by the cemetery.
Any further veterans' hospital expansion in this general area would be made
adjacent to the present facilities where adequate land is available.

3. The local and area Veterans’ Adminiatrayion feel that the placing of medical
facilities of mutual advantage to the veterans’ hospital and the medical school.on
the C and H tract, under the guidance and supervision of the medical school would
be a distinoct advantage to the veterans’ facilities. . . = = == .

II. Advantage to.veterans’ facility of a close tie-in with medical school;

As its contribution tq the care of veterans, the medioal school would agree to—

1. Provide consultation staff for patient care, research, and iraining.. Such an
arrangement is vital.to the continuation of a strong medical staff in the Veterans’
Administration institutions. , o

2. Give qualified members: of the staff at the veterans’ hospitals in this area
part-time clinical appointments in the medical school." .

3. Make its research equipment available .to the veterans’ hospitals at Sawtello
?nd Birmingham for joint research projects among the staff of both institutions,
. O T T . o

(a) Cyclotron.

éb) Pressure chambers.. . - ,

¢) . Special. atomio energy medioal research facilities (over $1,500,000
worth of equipment now available). . .

(d) High-voltage X-ray equipment.

(e) Special ocancer research laboratories, : K ,

4, Make its graduate medical:training available to the dootors of S8awtelle and
Birmingham veterans’ hospitals, . o L

ITII. Advantages to veterans' facilities of the development of a major medical
center in conjunction with the medical school and the Sawtelle veterans’ facilities.

1. Hospital beds made available in this area will release some of the pressure
on the veterans’ facilities. Patients apply for entrance there because they cannot
get into other places, Patients are also referred out by the veterans’ facilitiea
here to distant areas because they cannot be taken care of here. (l.os Angeles
tlx(z)xa gé(l))beds'per 100.000 as contrasted to San Francisco with over 6 beds per

2. Looal speelalty organizations could be formed with the staff at the veterans’
hospital, the medical school, and the hospital facilities joining together in all of
the special branches, i. e.:

(a) Canocer research study sections

(b) Surgical seminars,

§c) Psychiatric thérapy seminars.

d) Tropical disease sections.

(¢) Atomio energy medioal research groups, eto,

3. The pooling of brains and equipment, around such a center, would make
possible research and medical care otherwise imnpossible,

IV. Advantages to veterans of specific installations placed upon tracts Cand H,

While no commitments, of course, have been made, the following types of
medical facilities are contemplated as being of mutual acivantage to the vetorans’
facilities and the medical school:

1. A distriet health office woild provide the following services to personnel
at the veterans’ facilitics, as well as the community:

(a) Tuberculosis diagnostic and treatment clinics,
gb) Venereal-disease clinies.
¢) Communicable-disease consultation to the veterans’ hospital.
gd) Child-health and immunization olinics,

' () Health cducation, .
( g Seminars would bo open to the staff at the voterans’ hospital,
[ L\'Ionml-hy%iene clinics,

2. A cancer ocustodial, research, and treatment hospital would make possible
the following advantages: _

(a) Speeial eancer patients might be transferred from the Veterans' Ad-
ministration to the cancer hoapital,

(1) Special cancer research organizations could be formed in which informa-
tion is exchanged :
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(¢) Special cancer equipment installed, i. e., high-voltage X-ray, radio-
active eloment treatment faoilities would be available,
(d) Seminars open to staff, ' .

3. A geriatrics (old age) hospital would serve as a nucleus around whioh th
department of geriatrics in the medidal dchool and the véterans’ hospital mediu&i
staff ¢ould investigate theé probleins of old age. Studies need to be mads on—

(a) Niitrition in old age,
(b) Physiothérapy in old age,
(e) Cancer preventiott in old age,

Seminars and joint tésearch projects could be organized. 3 .

4. A crippléd-childreri’s ho¢pital is badly needed in this aréa and would bring
people into the area specially traiiéd in the probleiis df— ‘

a) Spastics: Thiy problem is aldb pregent in vetéran paraplegles.
b) Orthopedi¢s: The prevention and treatmeént of ¢ri(!)'plin conditions,
includihg poliomyelitis, is ¢dmmon td both ehildren and adultd (véterans),

5. A tropical and contagious disease unit would bring ttsinéd perdonnel Anid
equipment to this area. ;

(8) Thé wat émphasized the importande of tropical médiciné, Mo longer
arc we isolated from thé rest of the world, ,
~(b).Los eles, belilg flext to Mexico and the Orient, 18 in A stratégio
area for the'ddvélopmuht of tripidal‘medicine, :

6. A psychiatric and mental-hygiene unit would bring trained personnel. #nhd
equipment to this area. _

7. Of special import is the responsibility of the vetérang’ Hospitals to train their
own resident doctord, THhis prograin, plading thé training of residents and care
of patients under the supervision of medical scliGols, patterriéd after the great
medical centers of our country, has alrehdy proved its worth in giving bétter care
to veterans, At the present time, howéver, residents cannot complete their -
training at the weterans’ hospitals beoause of inadequate facilities, They hust be
“farmed out’’ for such things as—

(a) Children’s arthopedics.

gb) Worreri’s medioine and surgery,

) Sp‘acim bagio science work,
éd) Tropical medlcine.
e) Communicable disease, ato.

Medical facilities could be placed upon this area which would make a completé
madical center supplementing the veterans’ hospital dand rnedical schiool with
specially trained staff, equipment, and clinical material. In such a center it would
be Ayossible to onre for any type of disease in this ares, to do all types of medical
resdarch and to truly further the sdience of mddicine, )

V. Tt is proposed that an advisory committee from the local veterans’ facilitiés
be set up to assist in designating the medieal facilitics to be placed upon this
area,

VI. It is proposed that the medical center established on this C and H tract be
designated as a memorial medical center, as a living memorial to the men of the
United States armed services,

O



