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CATHERINE McLINDEN

FEBRUARY 24, 1932.—Ordered to be printed
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Mt, Reep, froti the Computtee®ont Finance, stubmitted the following

REPORT -
{To accompany S. -i157]

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1157)
for the relief of Catherine McLinden, having considered the same,
report it back to the Senate and recommend that ‘the bill do not pass.

This is a claim for compensation under the World War vetérans’
act by the mother of a young lady who served for a short time as a
volunteer student nurse in helping to care for fellow students at the
University of Kansas during the influenza epidemic of 1918. She
rendered service in the barracks of the student military training corps
of that university. She fall ill of pneumonia during this time and
died of that disease.

The report of the Veterans’ Administration is as follows:

' VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION,

Washington, January 18, 1938,

Hon. REED SMoor, : .
Chairman Committee on Finance, United Slales Senate, - :

S : o ‘ Washingion, D. C. :
" My DEAR BENATOR SBMooT: Reference is made to your letter of December 29,
1931, transmitting a’cégy?pf 8. 1157 a bill for ‘the relief of Catherine McLindén,
rcglgeéting a report on thé same. . . o .
 This bill is identical with S.'2556, Beventieth Congress, on Wwhich my report is
containéd in letter to you dated January 26, 1928, ahd wf}th 8. 975, Seéventy-first
Congress, which was the subject of my letter of June 5, 1929, in which you were
informed that the Vetérans’ Administration has no record of any claim having
been filed on account of the services of Lucy ‘Catherine MéLinden. It is, there-
fore, not practicable. to; furnish a report as to.the merits of the bill. The status
of the case has not changed since my letter of June §, 1929.

A co%y of this letter is inclosed for your use.

/ A :

Franx T. Hines, Admsnisiralor,

ry truly yours, '
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17 ¥Uniren’ Bratds Vifraing'' Bureav,
Washington, June 5, 1929.

Hon, Repp Smoor, .
Chajrman Committee on Finance,
‘ ~ United States Senate, Washington, D. C.
My Dzar BenaTor Smoor: Reference is made to your letter of May 24, 1929,
transmittingocopy of 8. 975, a bill for the relief of Catherine McLinden, requesting

a report as to the merits thereof. : .
This bill is identical with S, 2555, Seventieth Congress, which was the subject

of my letter of January 26, 1928, in which you were informed that the bureau has
no record of any claim being filed on account of the services of Lucy Catherine
McLinden and is therefore unable to furnish.a report as to the merits of the bill.
The status of the case has not changed since my letter of January 26, 1928,
A co%y of this letter is inclosed for your use. .
e

ry truly yours
' Frank T. Hines, Director.

Unirep StaTres VeETeERANS' BUREAU,
Washington, January 26, 1928,

Hon. Rexp Smoor,
- Chairman Commiltlee on Finance . ‘ _
' United Stlates S’enate., Washington, D. C.

My Dear SeEnATOR SMoor: Reference is made to your letter of recent date
transmitting a copy of 8. 2655, a bill for the relief of Catnerine McLinden.

The bill progoses that notwithstanding the provisions of the World War
veterans’ act, the sum of $20 a month be paid to Catherine McLinden for the
remainder of her life, as compensation for the death of her daughter, Lucy
Catherine McLinden, resulting from disease contracted in the performance of
h?r Igutietx as a stuflent volunteer nurse, Student Army Training Corps, University
of Kansas,

The bureau” has no record of any claim being filed on account of the services
of Luoy. Catherine McLinden and is, therefore, unable to furnish a report as to
the merits of this bill. ,

A co%y.‘of this letter is inclosed for your use.
e

ry truly yours.
T ‘ Franx T. Hings, Direclor.

‘The claimant has submitted the following affidavits:
- ‘ ‘ UNIvERSITY OF KANsas,
Lawrence, Kans.,‘ February 16, 1927.

To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that Lucy Catherine McLinden was a student in the Univer-
sity of Kansas during the years 1917 and 1918. When the influenza epidemic
swept over the university in the fall of 1918, Miss McLinden threw aside all
thought of her own welfare and with absolute unselfishness volunteered her aid in
nursin%the stricken soldiers.in the University of Kansas barracks of the Student
Army Training Corps, In this heroic work she offered without stint her strength
and energy until finally, after several weeks, attacked by the same disease which
she had 8o successfully combated in others, she fell & victim to it, thus becoming as
truly as any soldier, fallen upon the field of battle, one of that great number of
splendid Americans who made the ultimate sacrifice for the liberties of our own

country and those of mankind.
, Davip L. PATTERSON,
Acting dean of the college of liberal arts and sciences in 1918.
Subsoribed and sworn to before me, a notary public, in Douglas County, Kans.,
February 16, 1927, - ;
{BEAL.]
My commission expires January 8, 1930.

EpNa Teeter, Nolary Public,
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T TR - CLAREMONT, CaLir., June £8, 1927.
To whom it may concern: = P

“This is to certify that I waa }]‘)grsonglly‘ acquainted with Lucy C. McLinden,
and know the circumstances of her death in Lawvence, Kans,, in the.fall of 1918,
Lucy McLinden was a student in the University of Kansss when the influenza
epidemio, 'which proved fatal to so many .that year, broke out. -The need for
nurses at the Student Army Traiuing Corps:barracks was very urgent, but the
fear of contagion withheld many from: offering their services. ~ Lucy McLinder
did not hesitate to offer hers. Bravely and unselfishly she stayed at her pos
until the disease seized her; she died in a short time. .

I believe, and all who witnessed her sacrifice believed that Lucy McLinden
was ag much’in her country’s service as any of the soldiers at who bedsides she

ministeréd. , B
- MARGARET 8. HussoN.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Counly of Los Angeles, 2s: , .

On this 5th day of July, in the year 1927, A. D., before me, Elizabeth Draper,
a notary public in and for the said county of Los Angeles, State of California,
residing therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared Margaret S.
Husson, personally known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to
the within instrument, and acknowledged to: me that she executed the same.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set hand and affixed my official seal
n said county the day and year in this certificate first above written.
i [BEAL.] EvLizaBerH Draprer, Noiary Public,

My commission expires June 9, 1929.

4ALHA, Kans., August 13, 1927.

To whom il may concern:

We the undersi%n'ed do testify that Lucy Catherine McLinden volunteered to
nurse the soldiers in the barracks at the University of Kansas dutigfthe flu epi-
demic in 1918 and while she was nursing contracted the flu and died.

Miss AuGUSBTE “JTERMANN, |
Mgs. Yicror R. MOORE. .

Subscribed and sworn to before me the undersigned notary public this 13th day
of August, A. D. 1927. ' '
‘ O. F. Deans, Notary Public.
Term expires Qctober 2, 1929. ‘

StaTE OoF InAHO, - . _
- County of Washinglon, ss: R : .

The undersigned, first being duly sworn, on their oaths de ‘and say:

That they are husband and wife, and reside at Weiser, Idaho, and in 1918
resided at Ellenwood, State of Kansas; that they are the parents of F. Kimpler,
a soldier in the United States Army, whose serial number was-161307,-and who
died in the Government barracks at Lawrence, Kans., on October 22, 1918, and
that they know of their own knowledge that Miss Luey MecLinder, a student. at
the University of Kansas, was a volunteer nurse nursing soldiers in said Govern-
ment barracks at Lawrence, Kans., and as such nurse iiursed our son above

named, as above set forth, ) P Ceel
P. B. KiMPLER.
Mrs. Lizzie KiMPLER,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of October, 1927.
Ep. R. CouLTER
Notary Public, Weiser, Idako.

, o L_AWRENC!:, Kans., August 20, 1927.
In the fall of 1918 I was one of several women of the faculty of the University
of Kansas who as volunteers nursed the young recruits of S8tudent Army Training
Corps in the barracks on MeCook Field of the university. . 1
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Among the volunteer nurses in barracks 1, where I served, and in my ward
was Lucy McLinden, a young student who had taken some training in the speciai
clagses in nursing which were Ic:})ened at the university as part of its war servioce.

I had pever seen Lucy MeLinden before this time. I soon saw that she was
unusually capable, untiring, and devoted. 8he was a quiet girl, never thinking of
herself, but she inspired confidence and cheer in the patients. ' ;
" Orie da{ Miss’ McLinden did. not appear. at the barracks.. We were told that
she was ill with influenza and had been taken to the student hospital. ‘Here she
died for her country-—like a soldier on the field, November 9, 1918. :

HANNAH OLIVER,
Associate Professor Latin University of Kansas.
[sEAL.] A. F. FLINN,
Notary Publie,

Commission expires April 10, 1931.

This is to testify, that as a volunteer nurse in the hospital of the Student Army

. Training Corps at the University of Kansas during the influenza epidemic- of

1918, I knew Lucy McLinden, a student volunteer nurse in the Student Army

Training Corps hospital. Lucy McLinden worked most zealously until she con-

tracted the influenza in her performance of duty while nursing influenza patients,
She died in the university hospital shortly after she was stricken.

SAra G. Lalrb,
Assistant Professor of English.

" Bigned and acknowledged before me, Karl Klooz, notary publie, in and for the
State of Kansas, county of Douglas, this the 20th day of S8eptember, 1927.
KarL Kvrooz, Notary Public.

gsdm.u,.] i
y commission expires August 1, 1930.

OcroBER 11, 1927,

StATE OF NBBRASKA,

County of Oloe, ss: ~ -
To whom it may concern:
~ While in the-Army at Lawrence, Kans., I was taken sick with the flu and on
October 9, 1918, was taken to the barracks hospital. At that time there were
no nurses at all in the hospital and it seemed as though they were unable to get
the nurses to take care of the sick, and with the sickness growing worse every
day a call for volunteers was made and responded to b{ & number of University
of i,{ansas girls, who came to do what they could toward helping us in our sickness.
These gir}s stayed only a few days, when most of them quit, Miss Lucy McLinden
being one of these girls that stayed with ua as long as I was in the hospital. " I
was discherged from the hospital on October 27, 1918, Miss McLinden bein
still there at work on that date. A few days after my discharge from the hospita
Miss McLinden was taken sick with the flu and died about a week later. Her
work was surely appreciated by me and I believe by all others in our'barracks.

Serial No. 34775565. . . .
HeNRY STOEWE.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of October, 1927,
[sEAL.] Lroyp E. PETERSON,
Notary Public.

My commission expires March 2, 1929.

CAzZENOVIA SEMINARY,
Cazenovia, N. Y., September 28, 1927,

To whom this may concern: :

This is to certify that Miss Lucy McLindon, a student at the University of
Kansas in 1918, was brought into the universi'ty student hospital, of which I
was superintendent during the years 1916-1919, in the latter part of October
or the first of November, 1918, from the barracks hospital of the R. O. T. C. of the
University of Kansas, where she had been a volunteer nurse for at least two weeks.
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At the time she entered the upiversit{ student hospital she was suffering from
influenza which she had contracted at the barracks hospital and this developed
very soon into pneumonia, from which she died November 13 or 14, 1918. Her
name appears on the University of Kansas honor roll among the names of other
students who gave their lives in service during the World War. o ‘

C : : : " . Mary HArgnart,

Subscribed and sworn to the 28th day of September, 1927, :

[sEAL.] LeExa R. MuNGER, Notary Public.

CHicAago, IiL., November £5, 1987,

Hon, Cuarrves CORTIS,
United States Senate, Washkington, D, C. - » :

Dear S8enaror: This is to certify that I knew Miss Luocy McLinden as a
member of my parish, 8t. John’s Evangelist Church, Lawrence, Kans., while she
was attending Kansas University as a student. In the autumn of 1918, when
the young men of the State were called together for the student army training
corps, the flu epidemic broke out amongst them. So many were the victims
of this dread disease that an appeal was issued for volunteer nurses {o take care
of the stricken ones. Amongst these volunteers was Miss Lucy McLinden. She
was actuated by a spirit of sacrifice and she worked faithfully and long hours in
the barracks, which were temporary hospitals, to alleviate sufferings. . In the
course of a few weeks, being in contact with the contagious disease, she too was
stricken with the flu. She was taken to the university hospital as a flu patient.
Upon the advice of the doctor in attendance, who announced her case s serious
attack of the flu and that there were slight hopes of her recovery, I was called
to her bedside .to prepare her for death and bring the consolation of religion to
her. For days, she hovered betwcen life and death, and finally paid the great
sacrifice of her life in the noble cause. v

Thanking you for your kind consideration, I am

Sincerely yours, Georare J, E
B CKART,

Pastor Sacred Heart Church, Topeka, Kans.

Stare or ILLINOIS
County of é’ook. a8;
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of November, A. D. 1927,
[sEAL.] MARGUERITE A. MOREY,
Notary Public.

My commission expires April 25, 1931;

Tre UNivERsITY OF KAN8AS,
Lawrence, Kans., February 16, 1927,

Mrs. CaTHERINE MCLINDEN,
Route No. 6, Marion, Kans. :

. My DeArR MR8, McLinDEN: 1T am ver% glad to bé able to send you the inclosed
testimonial, witnessed by a notary public, concerning the war work of your
daughter, Miss Lucy C. McLinden, a8 you requested in your letter. My delay
was occasioned by unavoidable circumstances, such as the looking up of records
of nine years ago.

1 hope this inclosed statement with notary’s seal attached is what you desire.
If it is not adequate, please state explicitly what sort of document is needed,
and I will be glad to furnish it. .

The newsp&f)er clippings which you sent to me I am also returning in this
letter. Believing that you are more than entitled to the compensation you desire
for the heroic sacrifice made by your daughter for her country’s welfare dun‘n%
ltheﬁ})‘l;)rld &fear, I wish to extend my hope that you will be entirely successfu
n that matter. : .

Very sincerely yours, Davip L. PATTERSON
Avip L. .
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. . Lawrgnce, Kins., Augual 90, 1987,

My Dear Mgs. McLiNDEN: I am sending m{ affidavit to my knowledge of
your noble dau?htey's war service in the university birracks. R

Going over all thig in talk, with others, looking up the records, and seeing again
among the photographs in the university’s gallery of heroes her pure and lovely
face, I have been filled with memories and have lived over again the days when
she and I worked side by side over our sick soldiers, she so earnest and sclf-
forgetting, so beloved and looked for by the sick. -

My heart is filled with sympathy for you as it was when her beautiful soul left
its earthly dwelling place. I know what a daughter she would have been to you
if ghe had lived, : '

I believe that when the Government learns of her devoted service eveh unto
death her country’s recognition and gratitude will be shown by making what
compensation is within its power to her mother, whom she so deeply loved.

I remain, dear Mrs. McLinden,

Very sincerely yours, - o
o ANNAH OLIVER,

Lawkence, KaNs,,
. September 19, 1927.

To whom it may concern: ‘ ‘
This is to certify, that I attended Miss Lucy McLinden during her fatal illness,
'That she died from pneumonia following the influenza. That prior to her illness
she was nursing members of the Student Army Training Corps ill with influenza
at the barracks at Lawrence, Kansas. She was a volunteer nurse in the” Red
Cross, and in my judgment her fatal illness was contracted in line of duty.
H. T. Jongs, M. D,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of Septeniber,‘1927.
[8EAL.] ANNA H. MarTinpaLe, Notary Public,

My commission e::cpires August 9, 1930.

TrE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS,
Lawrence, Kans., September 16, 1927.

To whom it may concern:

This is ta certify that I knew Lucy McLinden when she was & student at the
university. - She was a member of one of my classes during the spring semester
in 1918 and had charge of our department library in the fall of 1918 until she
left to help nurse the gick at the barracks during the influenza epidemic,

I know that Miss MecLinden contracted the influenza while helping at the
barracks and died as a result of the pneumonia which soon developed. -

‘ Lavia V, WaLLING,
Assistant Professor in Physiology.

I certify this to be a true statement. _
Laria V. WaLLiNa.

Certified to in my presence this 11th day of November, 1927,
[sBAL.] Kanrr Kvrooz, Nolary Public.

My commission expires August 1, 1930.

‘ CorroNwoop Farus, Kans., December 8, 1927.

To whom 1t may concern: . .

This is to certify that the Lucy McLinden unit of Claude Newlee Post, No.
78, the Ameriean Leglon, located at Cottonwood Falls, Kans., wds niamed for
Lucy Catherine McLinden, of Marion, Kans., for the reason that she was the
ouly woman from this county who gave her life while in the service during the
World War. Luecy McLinden was a student st the Kansas University when the
influenza epidemic struck the camp at Lawrence, Kans., and was a volunteer
nurse until the time of her death, which was caused from pneumonia contracted

while on duty.
Georaia H. BRowN,

Junior Commilteewoman, the $m¢rican Legion Auxiliary,

O



