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63D Couak'nse, } ‘ | SENATE. REPORT
2d. Session. o { ‘No. 604.

C. M. HAMMOND.

June 19, 1914, —Ordered to be printed,

Mr. Smoor, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the
following

REPORT.

[To accompany H. R. 10345.]

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred the bill (H. R,
10345) for the relief of C. M. Hammond, having considered the
same, report thercon with a recommendation that it do pass.

Letter from the claimant addressed to Hon. Henry Bruckner
together with letters from the Treasury Department, are appende(f
and made a part of this report.

New York, December 4, 1918,
Hon, HENRY BRUCKNER,
Congréssman,

My DeAr BruokNgr: I am asking your assistance for the following reason, and
will give you the facts as near as I can get them,

On the morning of the 21st of August, 1913, I received an order from the stamp
agent of our home office at Albany, who rﬂxresents the collector, for 200 stamps,
denomination 250 each, value $160," I mailed those stamps on that morning through
the regular mail; did not register sgme, which I should have done, In & few days I
received a message from the stamp agent at Albany, asking mo if stamps had beon
forwarded, 1 wrote him ‘‘yes,’”” giving tho date. In a few days he again wrote me,
stating that up to date the stamps had not been received, and asking me if I regis-
tered them or sent them through tho ordinary mail, I answered him again by stating
that the stamps were sent through the regular mall and not registored.

On the morning of the 4th of September 1 received a letter from my collector, the
Hon, Cyrus Durey, ordering me to deposit the sum of $150 to cover stamps supposed
to have been lost.

On the morning of October 29 I reccived a message from the stamp agent at Albany
advising me of tho fact that the stamps had been delivered that morning, the 28th of
October, 1913, -

I heard no more of the matter until about November 25, 1913, when I received a
copy of a letter from the Ifon. Mr. Fletcher, Deputy Commissioner of Internal Reve-
nue at Washington, in answer to a communication written to him by collector at
Albany, under hate of November 17, advising him (the collector) that my only redress
in recovering this $150 was through Congress.



2 ~ .~ 0. M, HAMMOND,

T am drawing up this letter and mailing to you hy the advice of our mutual friend,
Mr, John M. Haffon, | earnestly hope and pray, Lgrough your kind efforts, that this
matter may be adjusted as syeo( ily as possi‘)lo. : o o
" Thanking you in advance for any effort that you may make in this matter, I am,

Very sincerely, yours,
C. M. Hammonn,
Deputy Collector, 391 East One hundred and forty-ninth Street, New York City.

—————a—p—

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, November 22, 1913,
Cyrus Durgy, Esq.,
Collector Fourteenth District, Albany, N, Y,

Sir: This office is in receipt of your letter of November 17, in which you state that
Stamp Deputy Collector Hammond will file a claim for refund of $1560 deposited by
him as the value of cigar ﬂtum{)s lost through his failure to properly forward them to
you and which stamps were suberequently lost, ‘

Thig offico has horetofore held that internal-revenuc stamps are redeemablo only
when owned and presented for re(leml)tion by persons authorized to purchase and
use them for the payment of taxes, This oflice has no authority to reimburse an
internal-revenue oflicor for money deposited in the United States Treasury in the
manner described by you and it will be nocessary for Stamp Doputy Collector Ham-
mond to procure relief through congressional nction, This oflice will do everything
possible to assist him in case a bill is offered authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury
to reimburse him to the oxtent of his loss,

Respectfully,
G. I, PLETCHER,
Deputy Commissioner,

- e,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Ovrice oF COMMIBSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUER,
Washington, December 3, 1913,
0. M, Hammonn, Eaq., ' : : '
Deputy Collector, 391 East One hundred and forty-ninth Street; New Yorl:,

My Dranr Mr. Hamyonn: Reforring to your letter of the 2d instant, rolstive to the
$150 doposited with Collector Durey to cover cortain stamps which wers thought to
have been lost, you are advised that it seoms to me thore is but one way to preceed
in order that you may he reimbursed in this amount, Treasury Decision 19224, com-
pilation of 1808, states as follows:

“Intornal-rovenuo stamps redeomablo only whon owned and presentod for redomp-
tion hy porsons, or their logal representatives, authorized to purchase and uso thom
for the payment of taxes,” S

Under the rulings of this offico o collector or one of his deputics has no redcemable
interest in stamps which have been lost and on this acooun% pald for, but aftorwards
found, 1f the mattor {8 explained to the Congressman from your district he will be
willing no dotibt to introduce a bhill to reimburse you for the amount depositat by
you and there is no reagon to doubt that the hill will be promptly passed, 1t is pos-
sihle thiut the mattor might have boon adjusted during the month of Septomber, hut
it has now gono go far that I see no othor way than the one mentioned in iho foregoing,
This courso has heon invariably followed in similar instances, and as faras 1 know
roliof has always been granted through congrossional action,

While the recovery of the money may be somewhat delayed, 1 fully boliove yon
will got it back if you act along the lines suggested and, as stated above, I see no
other way by which you will be able to recovor, ‘

Sincercly, yours, '
G. B, I'Leroner,

O



