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DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE OF RETURNING RESIDENTS

THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 1061

U.S. SENATE,
CommrrrEE OF FINANCE,
Washington, D.C.

The committes met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room 2221, New
Senate Office Building, Hon. Harry F. Byrd (chairman) 8resxdin .
‘Present : Senators Byrd, Kerr, Long, Smathers, Douglas, Gore, Ta?
ﬁadge, McCarthy, Hartke, Wifliams, Carlson, Bennett, ﬁutler. and
orton.

Also present : Elizabeth B. Springer, chief clerk.

The CrnarrMaN. The committee will come to order.

The hearing today is on the bill H.R. 6611, which proposes to reduce
from $500 to %100 the duty-free allowance of returning residents. The
Chair places in the record a copy of the bill and copies of the reports
on the bill received from the U.S. Tariff Commission, Bureau of the
Bu('iﬁft, Departments of Treasury, State, and Commerce.

(The material referred to follows:)

{H.R. 6611, 87th Cong., 18t sess.]

AN ACT To amend paragraph 1798(¢) (3) of the Tariff Act of 1830 to reduce temporar|
the exemption tr%am“sutg enjoye‘d Igy)teturnlnt residents, and for other pnn?om iy

Bo it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, That paragraph 1798(c) (2) of the Tariff Act
of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.0., see. 1201, par. 1788(c) (2), is amended—

. (1) by striking out “$200, if such person” in subdivision (A) and insert-
ing in lieu thereof “$100 if such person arrives before July 1, 1068 (or $200 if
such person arrives on or after July 1, 1868), and he either”, and .

(2) by striking out “$800 in addition, it such person” in subdivision (B)
and inserting in lleu thereof “$300 in addition, if such person arrives on
or after July 1, 1063, and he”.

(b) The amendments made by subsection (a) shall appy with respect to
persons arriving in the United States on or afteér the 80th day efter the date.of
the enactment of this Act. ‘ .

Sro. 2. In applying paragraph 1798(c) (2) (A) of the Tariff Act of 1830, as
amended, to articles acquired in the Virgin Islands of the United States by any

person—

(1) who arrives in the United States (as defined In section 401(k) ot
such Aet) during the period beginning on the 30th day after the date of
the enactment of this Act and ending on June 80, 1968, and

(2) who has remained outside the United States (as so0 defined) for less
than 48 hours, C

the 43;%0%: requirement in such paragraph 1798(c) (2) (A) shall be treated

as satisfled. :
IA’assed the House of Representatives May 17, 1961.
ttest: ' - ) :

[l

Rares R. Roseats, Olerk.
o
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U.S. TARIFF COMMISSION,
Washington, May 31, 1961,

Reprorr ox H.R. 6611, 87TH CONGRESS, AN Acr To AMEND PARAGRAPH 1798(c) (2)
OF THE TARIFF Acr OF 1930 To REDUCE TEMPORARILY THE EXEMPTION FROM
* Dury ENJOYED BY RETUBNING RESIDENTS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Section 1 of the bill responds to one of the President’s recommendations in a
recent message to Congress for easing problems arising out of the existing un-
favorable balance-of-payments posture of the United States by reducing the duty
exemption allowed residents of the United States returning from abroad from
$500 to $100. However, unlike the President’s proposal, the bill would reduce -
the exemption only for a temporary period of approximately 2 years ending
July 1, 1983. Section 2 of the bill would, in effect, waive temporarily the 48-hour
abseuce requirement applicable to the returning resident claiming the $100
exemption with respect to those articles that he acquired in the Virgin Islands
of the United States.

- From 1897 until the enactment of Public Law 540, 80th Congress, approved
Mav 19, 1948 (62 Stat. 242), the duty exemption allowed a returning resident
was limited to $100. Under the Tariff Act of 1930, the $100 exemption could
not be claimed more than once in 80 days.

Section 36 of Public Law 721, 75th Congress (52 Stat. 1093), amended the
$100 exemption provision in several respects, including the introduction of an
absence requirement. of not less than 48 hours, with the provision that in the
case of persons arriving from a contiguous country which maintains a free zone
or a free port the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to establish absence
requirements of 24 hours or less. (Mexico is the only contiguous country that
maintains a free zone or a free port.) -

. Section 2 of Public Law 540, 80th Congress (62 Stat. 242), added an addi-
tional allowance of not exceeding $300 to U.S. residents returaing from abroad
after an absence of not less than 12 days. This additional exemption is limited
to once in 6 months. As a result of this amendment, a returning resident could
claim an exemption of a total of $400 in value if he was absent from the United
States for not less than 12 days. ,

. Section 9 of Public Law 878,.81st Congress (63 Stat. 896), increased the $100
exemption to $200, thus increasing to $500 the total exemption for residents
returning from abroad after an absence of 12 days.

- For convenience, the $200 exemption will hereinafter be referred to as the
“basic” exemption, and the $300 exemption will hereinafter be referred to as
the “additional’” exemption. o

- The increase in the basic exemption rrom $100 (which as noted before, was
originally established in 1897) to $200 was motivated largely by the change in
the purchasing power of the dollar since 1897. The additional exemption, how-
ever, was adopted principally as an aid to the dollar-hungry countries of West-
ern Burope.. In view of the present excessive drain on U.S. dollars and the im-
provement in the dollar situation in the countries of Western Europe particu-
larly, there would appear to be justification for eliminating the additional ex-
emption. The reduction of the basic exemption from $200 to $100 would impose
no hardship on U.S. residents returning from foreign travels. It should be
noted that the goods passed free under the exemptions are valued on the basis
of their foreign wholesale price.

The Tariff Commission has no readily available information that would enable
{t'to estimate the amount by which foreign purchases by U.S. travelers abroad
wotld be reduced if the total exemption is reduced to $100 It is belleved that
the majority of U.S. travelers abroad do not claim the full exemption now
allowable. ' >

The special temporary waiver of the 48-hour absence requirement is designed
to' permit thie allowance of the $100 exemption for purchases made in the Virgin
Islands by tourists who are in the islands as a result of a short airline side trip
to the islands from their vacation site in Puerto Rico (a part of the customs
territory of the United States). These vacationers now have an allowance of
only $10 under the provisions of section 321¢(a) (2) (B) of the Tariff Act of 1930
as they seldom spend a full 2 days outside the customs territory in making such
side trips. It is not known to what extent these trips are made.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT,.
BUREAU OF THE BUNGET,
. Washington, D.O., June 9, 1961.
Hon, HARRY F. BYRD,
Chairman, Committee on Finance, U.8. Senate, New Senate Omca Building,
Washington, D.C.,

MY DEeAR MR. CxAIRMAN : This is in reply to your requests of I‘ebrunry 11 and
May 19, 1961, for reports on S. 877 and H.R. 6611, bills which would reduce the
exemption from duty enjoyed by returning residents

In a letter to the Speaker of the House on February 24, 1961, the President
recommended that the exemption be returned to the $100 level for a temporary
period. H.R. 6611 as passed by the House of Representatives provides for such
a temporary reduction in the duty-free allowance. The Bureau of the Budget
therefore recommends your favorable consideration of H.R. 6611 rather than
S. 877, which would provide for a permanent reduction. Enactment of H.R.
6611 would be in accord with the program of the President. ’ .

Sincerely yours;
Pamnrrie S, HUGHES,

"'2 Assistant Director for Legislative Reference.

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASBURY,
Washington, June 8, 1961,

Hon. HArry F. BYRD,
Chairman, Committee on Finance, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.
" DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : Reference is made to your request for the views of this
Department on H.R. 6611, to amend paragraph 1798(c) (2) of the Tariff Act of
1930 to reduce temporarllv the exemptlon from duty enjoyed by returning resi-
dents, and for other purposes.
" The proposed legislation would provide for a temporary reduction from $500
to $100 in the amount of purchases abroad that a returning resident could bring
into this country free of duty. The reduction in exmeption would apply to all
persons arriving in the United States 30 days after the date of the enactment of
the act and before July 1, 1963. The bill would further waive the 48-hour re-
quirement with respect to tourist purchases in the Virgin Islands.

The President, in his message on the balance of payments, urged the enact-
ment of legislation reducing the tourist exemption to $100. Subsequently he
sent to the House of Repre-entatives a draft of legislation to carry out this
recommendation. H.R. 6611 would implement the basic provisions of the Presi-
dent’s recommendation. In view of this, the Treasury Department strongly
recommends the enactment of H.R. 6611,

The Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that the enact-
ment of H.R. 6611 would be in accord with the program of the President. -

Sincerely yours, Doveras DILLON

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
June 14, 1961.
Hon. Hagrry F. BYRD,
Ohairman, Oommmee on Finanoce,
U.8. Senate. ‘ '

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This report on H.R. 6611, a bill to amend paragraph
1798(¢) (2) of the Tariff Act of 1930 to reduce temporarily the exemption from
duty enjoyed by returning residents, and for other purposes, is submitted in
;gs;i%xésle to your letter of May 19, 1061. Your letter was acknowledged on May

The proposed bill would reduce from the present total of $500 to $100 the
aggregate value of articles which a returning resident of the United States
may bring into the United States free of duty under paragraph 1798(c) (2) of
the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended. The Department understands that the
proposed reduction is designed to contribute to the solution of- the present deﬂdt
in the U.8. balance of lnternatloqal payments. : »

e
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The Department supports enactment of the proposed bill as being in accord
with the President’s program.

The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the presentation
of this report and that enactment of the proposed legislation would be in accord
with the program of the I’resident,

Sincerely yours, B H
ROOKS HAYS,

Asaistant Seccrctary
(For the Secretary of State).

GrNERAL COUNSKL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
Washington, D.C., Junc 8, 1961.
Hon. HArRY F. BYrp,
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. X

DEAR SExATOR BYrb: This 18 in reply to your letter of May 19, 19061, request-

. ing the views of this Department, with respect to H.R. 6611, as passed by the
House of Repiresentatives, an act to amenad paragraph 1708(c) (2) of the Tarift
Act of 1030 to reduce temporarily the exemption from duty enjoyed by return-
ing residents, and for other purposes.

This act would reduce from $500 to $160 the amount of articles purchased
abroad that a returning U.S. resldent may bring back free of duty. This
&hange would be effective for 2 years. We favor enactment of such legisla-

on,

The President, in recommending such legislation to Congress, polnted out that
the present duty:free allowances were established shortly after World War I
as part of our effort to alleviate the dollar shortage situation then prevailing
in most foreign countries. This situation no longer prevalls; on the contrary,
we now have a balance-of-payments problem of our own. While our situa-
tion is getting better and other steps are being taken to continue such fmprove-
ments, we believe that the continuance of the more liberal customs exemption
designed to encourage extraordinary American tourist expenditures abroad is
not now warranted.

The Bureau of the Budget advises there would be no objection to the sub-
mission of this report from the standpoint of the administration’s program.
The Bureau also advised that enactment of this legislation is in accord with
the program of the President.

Sincerely
’ RoeexT E. GIiESs.

The CuarrMaN. The Chair desires to insert in the record a state-
ment %}v the Honorable T. J.-Dulski, Representative in Congress
from New York, who favors ameénding the bill to exclude Canada
and Mexico from its provisions,

(The statement follows:)

STATEMENT OoF Hoxn. T. J. DULSKI, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE
e . StaTE OF NEW YORK

Mr, Chairman and distinguished members of this committee, I appreclate the
privilege of presenting my position with respect to the House-passed bill to
reduce temporarxily the exemption from duty enjoyed by returning residents,
which is befare your committee today.

0 one {8 more concerned with the balance-of-payments position of this coun-
try than I am, and I admire the vigor with which this administration has
approached this very serions matter. We have already observed a reversal
in the previons gold flow pattern.

We have been requested to approve this legislation in the interest of con-
tributing & solution toward our balance-of-payments problem. But we ghould
all recognise that the estimated saving in gold outflow of about $150 million
will not carry us too far along this path. I have deep reservations that the
pending proposal will save that much, but that is another matter.

What concerns me most is, aside from the fact that it may not accomplish
too much to improve our balance-of-payments position, that it will unquestion-
ably unbalance the deep friendly ties we have painstakingly built up over the

[
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years with our negihbors to the north and south—Canada and Mexico. This
result is inevitable. And we are taking this action at a time when we need
this friendship more than ever before. Instead we should be striving to solidify
antd strengthen our relationships in the interests of the long-range challenges
now presented to Western Heinisphere nations by the establishment of &
Communist reglme in Cuba.

H.R. 6611, which i{s before your committee today, will serve to weaken these,
bonds and may even prove to be much more disastrous than any imbalance In‘
our payments position.

. There 18 another point I woulC like to bring to your attention—not to be'
overlooked in the case of our contiguous neighbors. Over the years, in the
fleld of tourist trade, we have continuously enjoyed a favorable balince of’
trade with our northern neighbor. In 1959, for instance, Canadian tourists
spent sonie $100 million more in the United 'States than our citizens spent in
Canada on tourism. The figures for 1960 have not been compiled as yet, but it
is fairly certain that much the same balance has existed in our favor. If
Canada should retaliate—and who could blame her—this might very well serve
to cut down on Cnaadian tourist purchases in the United States and nulllfy\
this attempted move to improve our balance-of-payments position.

While our tourist trade with Mexico in 1959 showed a balance in fs.vor of‘
Mexico of some $190 million, we ecannot overlook the effect this proposadl:is
cortain to have on the sizable quantities of money spent by our . tourists on:
lodgings and meals in the border States.” As you know, the special absenceé
requirements applicable to touristst who would claim present: U.S. exemptions
dre waived, in large part, for travel to Mexico. The reason for this fg that
the greater number of U.S. border tourists visit Mexlco by day und spend' thé:
evening and night in one of the border States. If we discourage this .tourist:
trade, which we undoubtedly will if this proposal becomee law; them’ man)n
of these border interests will be severely hurt. -

Further, we cannot ignore the fact that on an overan baais, we sell abont
twicé as much to Mexico as we buy from her. In 1060, our exports to Mexico
were $806.8 milllon whereas our imports from Mexico were some $443 million.
Here again, any retaliation on the part of Mexico could serve to cut down the
very large favorable balance of trade we now enjoy to the nlumate detriment
of our balance-of-payments position,

I represent an area of New York State which has fostered and built up & largu
part of the world-renowned friendship between the people of the Uhited States.
and the people of Canada. We, in the Buffalo and Niagara frontier area, have
played a major role in nurturing these tles of cable gnd- peaceful side-Py-
side eoexistence with the people of thig great Dominion to the north.

When H.R. 6611 was before 'ﬂe House recently, thé House fules prevented my
offering an amendment to exclude Canada and Mexico from it§ ptovisions.: X,
thérefore, urge youtr honorable committee to welght. heavily all the faots qnt;
consider a revision which would continue the present customs treatment o
American tourists returning from Mexico and Canada.

" The CuamMAN. The first witness is the Honorable A, Gilmore
Flues, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, aooompamed by Awstant
Commissioner of Customs, Da.vxd B. Strubmger.

STATEMENT oF HON. 'A. 6ILMORE FLUES, ASSISTAM SEGRETARY
' OF THE TREASURY; ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID B. STR'UBINGEB,
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS L

Mr. Froes. Mr, Chairman and the other tlemen of the Senato
Finance Committee, my name is A.. Gilmore Flues, and I AR Amlstant
Secretaxy of the Treasury.

At my left is Mr, David Strubmger who is the Asstst&nt Gommw
sioner of Customs.

I approcxabo t}ug oppcirtumty bo appear before you thxs mormng.

.
‘?.\,v:»}

N v v , .
Fooeroy ot N . : . - N . . foar
. [ o T v
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The bill which you have under consideration, H.R. 6611, to reduce
the customs exemption for returning American travelers, is described
as follows in the President’s February 6 message on balance of pay-
ments and gold : ,

After World War II, as part of our efforts to relieve the dollar shortage
which then plagued the world, Congress provided for two additional increases
of $300 and $100 in the duty-free allowance for returning travelers, for a total
of $500. The primary purpose for this change having vanished, I am recom-
mending legislation to withdraw this stimulus to American spending abroad
and return to the historic basic duty-free allowance of $100.

As introduced in the House of Representatives, the legislation pro-
vided that the return to the $100 duty-free allowance would be effec-
tive for a 4-year period. Pending consideration of the bill by the
House Committes on Ways and Means, Secretary Dillon wrote the
chairman of that committes on April 25, in response to his request
for a statement of the President’s views, as follows:

-While the President recognizes that the balance-of-payments pressures have
eased somewhat, he does not believe that the problem has been solved. He fur-
ther believes that there is a real and urgent need for reduction of the exemption.

The President feels that the seriousness of our balance-of-payments situation
can best be presented to the country and to the world by legislation establishing
the tourist exemption at $100 for a fixed period. This would require a review
of this policy at the end of the period by the Congress and the President in light
of our balance-of-payments situation at that time.
~.Subsequent to this, the House Committee on Ways and Means re-
ported out a bill to reduce the duty-free allowance to $100 for a 2-year
B:;iod. This bill, passed by the House of Representatives, is now

oré'you. -

The {)resent law establishing the duty-free exemption, which the
bill before you seeks to amend, is paragraph 1798 ((B (2), Tariff Act
of 1930. This law in its present form allows returning American
tourists two basic exemptions:

Two hundred dollars exemption: Anyone who has been abroad at
least 48 hours is permitted to bring in goods valued up to $200 without
¥ayment of duty. This exemption may be repeated on subsequent

oreign visits, provided no part of it has been utilized within the
preceding 30 ciay .

And I call your attention to the following exceptions:

For Lower California-Mexico crossings the minimum time out of
the United States is 24 hours. There is no time limit for other Mexi-
can border crossings, and H.R. 6611 would remove the time limit also
for articles acquired by U.S. tourists in the Virgin Islands,

Senator BENNETT. When you say there is no time limit, you mean
that a man can duck across the border and return in 10 minutes and
have a $200 exemption. ' ‘

Mr. Frues. Yes, ‘

Senator WiLriams. How often can he go?

Mr. Frues. Once every 30 days, only every 30 days.

Senator BENNErT. He can go across, buy $200 worth and come back
in 10 minutes? - S

Mr. Froes. That is correct. N

Three hundred dollars exemption: In addition, persons who have
been outside of the United States for 12 days or more receive a sepa-
rate anﬁi additional exemption of $300 which is available once every
6 months, ., -

’
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The proposed legislation seeks to do away temporarily with the
$300 exemption, and cut the $200 exemption (fc’)wn to $100. |
The increases in duty-free allowances took place at a time when
many foreign countries were receiving assistance. from the United
States under the Marshall plan. There was a very strong worldwide
demand for U.S. export goods because of the shortage of these com-
modities and the general pressure of postwar demands on the war-
strained economies of Europe. During those years, these nations were
experiencing heavy pressure on their international balance of pay-
n}llents, and our liberal duty-free allowances were a distinct help to
them. ‘ . R
The situation has now markedly changed. The leading countries
of Western Euroge as well as Japan have accumulated large gold and
liquid dollar holdings as a result of their strong export position in
world markets. But our present duty-free allowances continue to act
as a unilateral concession on their exports to this country, because
at the same time the United States is experiencing large deficits in its
balance of payments. As an increasing number of American tourists
return each year, their purchases abroad represent a significant item
in our payments deficit. ‘ S
A $400 reduction in the duty-free exemption is going to have a dis-
tinct effect. We have made an estimate of how great an effect this
will be, but I cannot guarantee it to be exact, because we are here
trying to predict human behavior. However, there is good reason
to believe that the reduction in exemption would reduce tourist pur-
chases by somewhere between $140 million and $175 million. ,
This cannot be regarded as an insignificant figure. It represents
8 to 9 percent of what we regard as the basic $1.9 billion deficit in our
1960 balance-of-payments accounts. - - B
The CuairMaN. Mr. Flues, do you have an itemized statement of
that $1.9 billion ¢ . :
I have heard figures ranging from $4 billion down to $1.9 billion,
Mr. Fuugs, I point out that this is the basic deficit, sir. But I do
have an itemized figure.
The CualrMAN. By “basic,” you mean the actual money that we
send out of the country, $1.9 billion more than we get back?.
Mr. Fruss. This is taking out the short-term movement of capital,
%ndl,{alsothe speculative capital which flows abroad, and then comes
ack. x . ‘
‘The Cratryan. Where does the figure of $4 billion come from?
We meet it time and time again. ' o
Mr. Fuugs. I think you are referring probably to the $3,8 billion
rather than $4 billion, .. .. - e T
) 'Il‘lhe ?CHAIRMAN. Well, let us take the cost in military. ' How much
18 that o Do
Mr. Frues. It comes roughly—the military expenditures abroad for
the year 1960 were $3 billion. T
The CHARMAN. $3 billion? ;. . =~ . .~ .. -
Mr. Fruss. Yes, sir. L L,
The CaAIRMAN. Give the other expenses. I
Senator Lona. Would you-break that down? Of that $3 billion
how much of it is Buropean®.- ..., ... .. .. . ...l ...
Mr. Frues. I do not have the' breakdown as beétween European
expenditures and southeast Asia, for instance. ,

N
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'Senator Lona. Is not that what most of it is, maintaining these
enormous ‘troor establishments in Europe that were agreed to around
1949 and 1950

Mr. Froes. Certainly the main portion would be in the European
area.

The CHarrMAN. Does this $3 billion include any military equip-
ment that is purchased from this country and sent abroad {

~ Mnr. Frues, These are military expenditures abroad, and they are
not including, for instance, purchases for military equipment here
in the United States. ' : :

The CuaArryaN. I understand. That excludes any payments made
in this country? '

Mr. Frurs. That is right. ‘

The CrHamuMaN. These are funds that are expended in Europe?

Mr. Frues. In part, sir.

. The CHamMAN, Go dhead. I was interested in establishing that for
the record. Itisa very important question. :

Mr. Frues. There are investments abroad of some $2.8 billion.

-~ The CramrmaN. That is actual money that leaves this country?

Mr. FruEs. In part, sir; these are investments abroad by American

rivate capital. ‘

And then there are U.S. Government grants and credits, a gross of
$3.4 billion,

.. .The CrarrMaN. What was that? '
'Mr. Froes. $84 billion.

The CHAIRMAN. Of what? ' ‘

.. Mr. Frues. U,S. Government grants and credits. That would be,
for instance, your economic aid. |

The CaarMaN. Isthat the foreign aid? -

Mr. Frues. That would be included in that, sir.

Thet?_ﬂAIRMAN. All of that is spent outside of this country, is that
€OITeC
" These figures you have fiven me are funds, not of any foreign aid
or any equipment or anything else that we send abroad that is first
purchased in this country; that is excluded ?

Mr. Fruzs. No, sir.-

Mr. Schaffner of the Treasury Department’s Office of International
Finance informs me that this figure of $3.4 billion includes goods
which are sent abroad for foreign aid.

" ‘The Crairman. Is that included in the imbalance of payments
calculations? o ‘
-~ Mr. Froes, Yes, sir. ) _

The CrarMAN. Now, military is $3 billion what
- M. Frues. Military expenditures of $3 billion.

.. ‘The CuamrMaN. Investments abroad, $2.5 billion
- Mr. Froes. $2.8 billion.

The CramrMaN. Foreign aid?

Mr. Frues, $3.4 billion, foreign aid.

The CArrMAN. Is that2,or8%

- ~Mr'{hWF es'é'\, L . .
" Pensions and remittarices of $800 million.
. The CgATRMAN., Who gets those pengionst
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Mr. Frurs. Well, I expect if someone has earned a pension. here
and lives abroad, it is forwarded to him.

The CHaIRMAN. Does that include social security payments abroad ¢

Mr. Frurs, Yes, sir.

Senator WiLLiams. Do you have a breakdown of that $800 million
as to how much of it is for American citizens and how much for other
citizens

Mr. Frues. I donot havea breakdown of that figure, sir.

Mr. Schaffner-thinks we can get a breakdown for you, Senator.

(The following was later received for the record :)

U.K. remittances and pensions, 1960

Millions

Total U.8. remittances and pensions, net...cecccaccaeao - $848
Less private remittances, net ..o ccoeoavens . ——— 633
U.S. Government pensions and other transfers ..o -c—eceeacaceen_ *215

1 Breakdown between {myments to U.8. citizens abroad ang non-U.8. eitlzens not avail-
‘f‘:’i?‘pnﬁ:"p"ﬂfﬁ? it 1s estimated that at least half goes to U.S. noneitisens, primarily in

Senator Lona. While you are doing that, would you get a break-
down of the military figure, what percentage of that goes to Western
Kurope, as compared to southeastern ‘Asia and other places, by areast

(The following was later received for the record:)

U.8. defense czpenditures entering the U.8. balance-of-payments, fiscal year 196"0

© "Millbons

b 1] ¢ | DO U ~a——— e m—— ~—— -- $3,020
Western Burope .o rameeemmmcamecnmacmmmmmm—cmeeammmmamemm————— 1,638

834

Other areas--. - —— ,——— - 1,

3 Including Greece and Turkey.

Note.—Of the $1,636 million spent in Weaiern Eufopé. $127 milten was in the form
?gclgh:lrgu:g;ncy. Ot the $1,884 miltion spent elsewhere,  milllon was in the form of
al currency. B .

. ‘Mr. Frues. We will get that, Senator.
.. The CHAIRMAN. .What is the next item ¢ ,
i .Mr. Frugs. Our merchandise imports last year were $14.7 billion.
Those were the imports coming into this country.. .
- Then you have an item of $5.6 billion for nonmilitary services.
That is the charges for services moving in this direction.

Senator Long. The $5.8 billion is what, nonmilitary charges, you

%Ir. Frurs. These are nonmi}im:iy-services, $5.6 billion. . . .
Scnator Taumapan.: What would a nonmilitary service. be? Would
that be a service for the military # ‘ . o
Mr. Frugs. No, nothing connected .with the military, Senator.
Senator TaLmApcr, Give us some example of what a nonmilitary
servica, wouldbe.. . . . oo o - o T
-Mr. Fruzs; For. instance, freight paid on foreign shipments, and
banking services, insurance on shipping, things li e”thai.[ R
mStel}&bor,I.oNe; ‘That is, payments that we are making to thém, is
at.it? - e e e N A A
.M, FLUEs..Yes,t,l,mtiiscOr'xjecﬂ o : o S
- Senator TarmapGe. In other words, it is all foreign exchange paid

LTSRN

‘.

anywhere for a service and not a commodity ¥ :
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Mr. Frues. Correct, sir. It does include tourism, however,

Senator Taraapc, It does include tourism expenditures?

Mr. Frues. Yes, cir.

Senator Bennrrr. May T ask a question, Mr. Chairman?

- 'The Crrairizan. Yes, Senator. :

Senator BENnErT. Do you have any figure for the value of duty-
freo merchandise brought in by tourists above the $100 that you now
recommend ¢

Mr. Fr.oes. The value of the merchandise brought into this country
above the— 2

Senantor Bennerr. Yes. Wa are talking now about the effect of
this bill, and how many million dollars worth of merchandise do
American tourists bring back in, and how much would that be reduced
if we reduced their present duty-free allowances to $100¢

Mr. Frues. In relation to your first question, the amount came to
around $335 million over and above your $100.

Senntor BENNETT. What is the total when you include $100%

Mr. Fr.urs. $420 million.

Senator Bennerr. The total is $420 million, and $338 million of
that is over $100?

- Mr. Frues. Over $100, yes, sir.

Senator BENNETT. In order to bring anything over $100, the tourist
first has to bring in $1001 ,

Mr. Frurs. That is correct. He has an exemption up to the $100.

Senator BENNETT. Now, $385 million from $420 million is $85 mil-
lion. And the impression I get from these figures is that everybody
brings in $500 worth, because in order to have the total go as high as
$420 million, everybody would have to bring in $500 worth. Are you
not just backwards? , . ‘ .

" Mr. Frues. Sir, actually as this breaks down, the number of writ-
ten declarations of returning residents takm%dva,ntage of their ex-
emK;,lions over $200 per person came to 800,000 declarations. ‘
d the average value of the exemption per declaration was $479.
'Now, of the other written declarations, wit the exemptions between
$100 and $200 per person, there were some 1 million of those filed, and
it is estimated that those ran out to an average of $150. ‘

Then with the exemption under $100 per person, again there were

ap?oximately 1 million declarations, and those average values ran

to $50. - ,
hen there were oral declarations, because on the Mexican border
and the Canadian border written declarations are not required. There
in the area between $100 and $200 per person, the average exemption
is figured at $150. o S
. %é;(;l with the exemptions under up to $100 per person, it ran out
w ;*‘ v ‘ Dol - 3 .
 Senator Bennerr, If thisis a statistical average, then I would have
to seo figures and have time to do the multiplying. Tt mé repeat
mwestiona in, L R S
at was the dollar volume of imports or the dollar value of ma-
terial brought in by returning tourists, assuming that every tourist
who brought in more than $100 worth did bring in $100 worth on
which he had to pay no duty? What was the dollar value of all the
merchandise brought in here of $100 and less, and what was the



DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE OF RETURNING RESIDENTS ‘11

dollar value of merchandise brought in, in excess of $100, whether
it is $200 or §500¢ L

I am trying to figure out what the actual reduction in imports or
the value of returning goods would have been if there had been a
$100 limit on it last year. |

Mr. Frues. In answer to your question, sir, for those using an
exomption under $100, the total, as figured by customs for 1960, ran
to $85 million.

" And the merchandise brought back in under the total exemptions
camo to the balance of that, which would be $335 million.

Senator BEnNkrr. But everybody who brought in more than $100
had o $100 exemption. And you have just added the value of those
people who did not use more than $100, and you have not included
l%le $§ggobnsic value that everybody was given who brought in more
than s ‘ : o

Mr. Frues. So the total answer to your question becomes a figure
which we previously stated, $420 million. -

Senator BenNNETr. But that does not answer my question at all.

My question is: If there had anly been n $100 exemption last year—
and you have told me that there was only $85 million worth of mer-
chandise brought in bgpeople who only claimed $100——

Senator Morron. $200.

Senator Benxnrrr. My question is related to the $100 exemption
proposed in the bill we are considering.

Senator Wirriams, Will you yield & moment ?

Senator BEN~NerT. Yes. : I

Senator Wirriams, How many tourist declarations were involved
in that $335 million item? o e

Mr. Frues. 1,685,000 declarations. B

Senator Wirriams. Now, each of those were entitled to $100 under
this bill—would be—is that correct ? : o

Therefore, $168,500,000 of that would be duty free even under this
bill; is that correct? ‘ :

Mr. Frues. That could be so. | '

Senator WiLrrams. Therefore, you would subtract $168 million from
your $335 million in order to give you the figure which is over; is
that not truef That would give you the figure that the Senator from
Utahistryingtoget? = , | o

Senator BENNETT. I worked at it the other way, Senator. You say
the other figure is 4209 : I

Mr. Frues, That was the total, sir, the total value of exemptions.

Senator BeNNETT. So we are talking about $168.8 million.” Does
that relate to the figure in your testimony which says this would
re%il.ce soumsts’ purchases somewhere between $140 million and $175
million ' L

Mr. Frurs. Roughly in that area, sir. . o

Senator BENNETT. Of course, that is an assumption; you cannot
:illwh%ther tourists would prefer to continue the. pyrchases and pay

18 tax | S ‘ o

Mr. Frues. That is the unknown quantity, what the behavior would

T}xg ?H_Ammm. What is the average import duty, would you think,
on this S
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Senator BenNerr, The testimony, Mr. Chairman, is 18 porcent. -

The CuuaryMan. Fiftoen porcent?

Mr, I'urs. Yes, sir.
 'The Cuamman, In other words, if you brought in $500 worth under
your bill, they would pay $60¢
. Mr. Fr.oxs. That is correct, sir.

Senator BenNeTT. And if they brought in $167 million worth, and
chose to buy that and pay duty at 16 porcent, theve would ba abeut
& $25 million incrense in the revenue of the customs; is that right

Mvr. Froes. That would be correct, sir. '

('The following was later received for the record:)

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BURRAU OF QUSTOMS

Ratimated polential reduction (n purchases adroad dy returning U.S. residents
i} the personal exemption under par. 1798, Tariff Act of 1930, as amendead, 12

: ﬂ‘oduwd Jrom $500 to $100 (dased on Fedbruary 1861 survey of 1960 declara-
tlone)

Under present Undor $100 exemption
leglaition $100 exemp

Aversge | Exem Maximum ?i‘:v}egm
Number | walueof | tionathat | potantial uonsp'
of declara: | exemp- hvmuld veduotion

tion
sllowable

1. Writtan doolarations of retuming
reaidents with exemptions valued In
Darvnannvncnne 800,000 s_m rm,mooo $110,000,000 | $140, 000,000

100,000,000 | 40,000,000 [ . 180,000,000

..... 1,000,000 1%
st e DR DOEMOD. s escasasinanannne 1,000, 000 80, 000, 000 Non 000
‘S, Oral declarations: v ) . % | 80,000, o B
] (e) With :;om t" n3 between 0,000 120 | 30,000,000 | 18,000,000 @000 000
112y With eremptios under W00 ‘ ' '
POF POr®ON. «cecnruecoaranses 00,000 % | 34,000,000 None 38,000,900
i || EOR 300,000 {vecanraunaes 348, 000, 000 lm.ooo.ooo 430, 000, 000

"' "Senator Wirwiams. Is one of the arguments in favor of this bill
“that you are pro‘posing an_effort. on the [Lart of the administration
to re u&cev e amount of dollars which are abroad in the hands of these
countries ) L ‘ '
Mr, Fruzs, Yes, sir. _ | : )
_It'is an attempt to conserve American dollars and keep them on this
- gidb of the water. : oo e e
... Senator Wirrians. Would the same objective be achieved by strik-
“ing $167 million out of the foreign aid program of the dollars we are
sending abroadf e - L
, .1 would not ask you to comment on the merits; I ari speaking of the
“matheatical  © T TR B TE
“Mr. Fuurs. I'do not think I should comment on that, sir. These
. are two entirely different pieces of legislation. L
' Senator WriLtams. I am not asking you to comment on the merits,
I recognize that is before another committee, But I am speaking of
the mathematics of it, from & dollar standpoint, purely from the
mathematical standpoint, would thé same result be achieved if it was

+
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$lg‘?( million taken from the dollars we are sending over in foreign
a1 .

Mr, Fruxs. Well, sir, your mathematics probably are as good as
mine, or better, :

Senator Wirniams, The difforence is, I am not ashamed of my
mathemntics, and 1 am asking you the question. :

Mr. Frors. 1 think we alwuys have to remember that » large part of
our foreign aid program is spent for U.S. goods and services right
here in this country. _

In fact, one of the objectives is to try to work up to as high as 80
percent, making all these purchuses of goods and services right. here
in the United States.

Senator Wirriams. That is & very good statement on the objectives,
And now that we are.commenting on that, I will go back to my ques-
tion, > : R
Would the mathematiocs be the same if we took it out of that portion

of the foreign aid we are making as grants? )
M. Frurs. I think it would, sir.  You could figure it out that way,
if it went into the same pocket. That is, if all foreign aid grant dol-
lars were paid to fom'ﬁ;lers. \ « - ,
Senator CarLson. These figures you gave the Senator from Utah
ami1 the Senator from Delaware dealt with declarations that had been
made, o '

What about this trade that we have where there are no declarations
“across the border, where do those figurescomeinf =~ =
- Mr. Frues. The best we can do there is to make estimates and to base
“these figures on experience. o o e

Senator CarrsoN. Do you have some estimates, do you have some

figures on the oral declarations? Lo G
- Mn, Frues, Yes, sir,

S , ‘ U
. On the oral declarations in the area of exemption between $100.and
$200 per person, it was believed that there were some 300,000 declara-
t,ims\;s1 gg hat category, and the average value of the exemptions came
to R R TP T S S . N " '
* Senator CanrtaoN. That isin excessof the $1001
-~ Mr, Frors. That is correct. - - Co : o
Then with eéxemptions under $100 per person there were some
700,000 ‘declarations, it is estimated, with an average value of $50.
Senator CarcsoN, Thank you very much. . . : .

Lo
ol

"~ Senator Morron. In other words, we are dealing with 300,000 dec-
‘larations that came to $180, and if this bill were: passed, mwﬁlmg
these people did not pay it, went over their limit and.did not pay ther
“duty, the amourit of money. ihvolved. is $50 on 300,000 declarations.
My Fruis:; $30 on—there were some 700,000 declarations.. '
- Senator' Morron.. L am. talking about, the 800,000, t] t were under
| f}?poighat vlv)qhn affeoted.. | The other 700,000 would not. be aifec:t@gflgy
is House bill, L
Mr, Fiues, If theso. people stayed under a $100, declaration, that
cwouldbetruel i g o e gy
Senator MortoN. So we are talking about oral declarations of $50
“ench on 800,000, which is $16 million; is that cogrect? . .. ., .=
- Mr. Frues: Thatiscorrect, .- ... ., .. . | . |
TUMBE—BI—B - 0 . - L
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_Senator Ben~err. There is another interesting angle at this point,
Tn your testimony you point out that this privilege of having a $100
duty-free allowance was set up in 1930, and that it was changed
immediately after the war.

T have sent out and got some figures indicating the shrinkage of
the dollar between 1946 and 1961, which is roughly one-third.

So if this bill passes, we are saying to the American tourist:

. ‘;})’fét,;zan only bring back two-thirds as much in value as you could
in .

‘When you are reducin% back to a $100 allowance, you arve, in effect,
reducing him below the level that was permitted when the law was
«changed, not reducing him in actual value to the level at that time.

" And this, T think, deserves serious consideration.

Mr. Frues. Senator, in answer to that, of course, this $100 exemp-
tion goes back as far as 1897, I believe.

‘Seantor BENNETT. I am not only taking you back to 1946, when the
law was changed. - , :
Mr. Frues. I also point out in that connection that your rates of
.duty today are less than half of what they were in 1930 and earlier. I
-would also point out that there is a much greater number of Americans
-traveling abroad then in those early days, so that their volume of pur-

.chases becomes much-more significant. :

Senator, BENNpfT. This is interesting collateral information, but

if & tourist went/abroad in 1946, and stayed within the $100 limit, he
. did not have to pay any .duties. By passing this law:today we are
saying toa tourist : - o
_ “You can ‘only bring back two-thirds .of the value that you could
‘bring back in 1946 dut&free.” L :

And we are doing this because we are hanging on to a figure and
-not taking into consideration the changes in the value of the dollar.
T wanted to get this point in the record because I think it is signifi-
eant and iridicates the trouble we can get into when. we make quick
judgments. : S

The administration apparently is trying to solve this outflow of gold
-problem by upsettini”t e present pattern and -returning to some

yrevious pattern without taking into consideration many changes
“:that have ocourred since the previous law was passed. .. .

-Mr. Frues: I might also make the’ observation, Senator, in line
-with your observation, that while the purchasing power of the dollar
-may have gone down to the figure you say, the number of dollars
-earned by an individual today is considerably greater on the average
“than back in 1930." Co T S

"Senator BENNETT. But this has nothing to do with the fact that he
-goes abroad and has & riﬁht to bring a certain value of goods back
“with him duty-free, whether that individual sdraped for 6 months to
gave the money or whether he was rich and could go whenever he was
.80 motivated. . U . o o

" Mr, FLoes. Cértpinly, it has a bearing on his capacity to buy.
, boSemtpr. Burrer. Is there a sales tax you are going to put on these
“bovs? : s o R o : .
Senator Bennerr. T do not think that is involved here, because
‘some people, as I say, are going to have to scrape to go abroad, and
-they are going to spend their money very, very carefully.. ..

]
J
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To other Qeople it has no real significance. _
Senator Smatiers. Mr. Chairman, may I ask & question?
I am curious to know if you have this broken down into areas of
the world as to how much would be saved. In other words, if we ar-
lied this proposal to travelers who go to Lurope, how much would
Ee saved, whereas, if you applied it to travelers who traveled in this
hemisphere, how much would be saved, and if you applied: it to
travelers who traveled in the Caribbean and the Bahamas, how much
would be saved ? ‘ L.
Do you have figures that would indicate the savings in those areas?
Mr. Frurs. I have no present breakdown by area, Senator.
Senator SmaTtHEers. I notice 1\‘éou make reference to the strength of
Germany and Japan and the European nations. You make no re-
ference to the strength of the countries to the south ofus. =~
You are aware that we just got through with a $500 million aid
program for Latin America, are you not { S S
r. FLues. Yes, Senator. ;o o '
Senator SmaTaERs. Do you think this is a consistent pro, , th
when we say that we are going to appropriate $500 million for ai
to Latin American countries, and at the same time stop American
tourists froml{;‘l’ying goods in'those countries? : Is that consistent?
Mr. Frues. Well, sir, if you start making exceptions, if you try to
favor this nation over that, of course, you run counter to our most-
‘favored-nations treaties. |
Senator SmaTHERs. Let us refer to the $500 million appropriation
for the Latin American nations. I am just trying to relte this spe-
cifically to the Latin American nations. - e
We have said that we must do more for them—that is the position,
is it not, of the State Department ¢ Core e
" Mr. Frugs. I believe Mr. Martin is here and could testify on that
very statement later. -© - o ot T
Senator Saratirrs. If I said it was the official position, would you
disagree with me? .. : T oo S e
Mir, Frues. I am sure we are trying to do all we can to help Latin
America. - U0 Tena e
Senator SmaTners. Do you see any ‘inconsistency in'the fact that
we want to help by appropriating these sums of money, and, yet, at
the same time propose to stop American tourists from buying in those
areas?' If they did buy, it would obviously be of some help to thém?
Mr. Frues. I will ﬂ?oint out that, of course, the very, very great
volume of tourist traffic is to the countries of Europe, and Japan also
gets a very sizable portion of thistraffic. ~ - T
These are the very nations which no longer heed this wnilateral ¢on-
cession on our part which is embraced by these high exemptions,: -
Senator Smarners. Iagree with you on that aliost completely. -
- Maybe this measure should be directed only to the’countries that,
a8 you indicate, no longer need any unilateral help from' us; such'as
the Western European countriesand Japan.: ' - . ivoeo L
" Mr. Froes, I say again, I do not believe that we could fake excep-
tions in thisbill to this nation orthat, : =" ' - B
Senator SmaTsERs. ‘Have you not proposed ah exceptioti— :
Mr. Frues. I did not make an exception, sir. I wids making a point
that the great expenditure of tourist money abroad is not made in
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Tatin Awmervica and I8 not made in Africe or some nations of the Far
Faaty it is made in tho very vountries that ueed this help the very least,
and no lm\%\r need it

Sonntor Smarnert, So there is a ditferance, is there not

You recogniae that there is a ditforence in the economio conditions
of thove countrivat

Mr, Frusa, I simply atatoa faot

‘That thew is thire—e—

Nonator Svarvienea, That is vight.

Now, if thut is a fact and you recognize it, then why should we
t\ppg this rather restvictive rule to everybody, without recognizing
the fact. that you j\\st got through admitting ¥

Mr. Frigs, Well, you run innuedintely oounter to your most-fa-
vored-nations treatios, the GA'T'T regulations, and so forth.  You can-
not. in our estimation ke theso differantintions,

Senator Bexxrrr, Will the Senator yield !

NSonator Smarurrs, Yo, I will yield,

Senator Rexngrn I would just like to pursue that same question.

Can rm ive this committee & breakdown of the countries from
which this $480 million is purchased ¥ ~

Mr. Frust, We would huve to make another survey for that purpose.

Senator Smarusns. How long do you thiuk it would take you to
make that survey ¥ .

Mr. Frusa, It would take us quite some time. This partioular
survey we havo hero took quiten while,

Sonator Smarners. Ave you familinr with the fact that the Con-
gt\;\q j'us& passed & bill designed to encourage travel in the United

ates

My, Fruws, Yea

Senator Smaviwes, Do you think there is any inconsistency, for
exaply, in the Senate having voted for that partioular proposal, the
oxeation of a now department, so to speak—
for the purpose of pramoting touriat travel in the United Statea by residents of
foreign coulitrivs, and, among other things, the Congress is to conduct a promo-

tion program to encourage the development of tourist facilities and the reduction
of bam to travel and the facilitation of international travel generally..

Do these things seam to be incounsistent to you?!

Mr. Fuuss. No. . .

The fact of the matter is, that is one of the very measures that we
are trying to effect in order to improve the dollar payments situation,
and the very objective we have for this bill. ‘ =

Senator Smatners. Do you think that you can make it more difi-
cult @ to purchase s in foreigm countries and bring them

1t for to purch foreign tries and bring th
hexa and at the same time, by so doing, encourage them to purchase
goods here and take them back over there? : , :

Mr. Fruss, Of course, you appreciate, sir, that these exemptions are
not applying to nonresidents. ' ¥

Senator Smatusre. Iappreciate that, o

Do you think that we can undertake a program of encouraging
people to travel in the United States and buy here, while at the same
time putting greater restrictions on what our people are able to pur-
chm,o\'etg'}nm! : S 0 A

4
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Mr, Frurs. I may say that compared to the other nations of the
world, our exemptions have been very much higher, as you know, than
what their people have when they return from our country, or from
other countries. :

Sonator Saarners. But the pendintg measure falls in the catefzory
of being a rather drastic decrense of the exemptions that we have
proviously allowed? It comes at the same time, does it not, when we
aro endeavoring to encourage greater travel here to our own country;
is that not right { : SRS o Co

Mr. Frues. Yus; we are certainly trying to do all possible to encour-
age tourism to this country from abroad. I donot think that is incon-
sistont with what we are trying to do here. - : o

Sonator SsaTurrs. You do not think it is inconsistent? -

- Mr, Fruss. Ido not, Senator. o : :

Senator Smarners. How long would it take you to get the figures
as to how much is purchased, for example, by American citizens in the
Bahamas group{ you have any idea of how much money is spent
by American oitizens in the countries of: the Bahamas lgroup?

Mr. Frurs. As I say, I have no breakdown: I will inquire of the
Assistant Commissioner if he hasany such figure. - S

Ho has no such breakdown. SRR A
" Sonator SmaTiisrs. Are you aware that about 80 percent of all
goodt_ t; 'bonght_ by the Bahamian people, are bought in the United

Mr. Frurs. I amnot awareof that fact. Itcouldbes . - - -

* Senator Sararrmrd. If it were true, would it cause you to muke
any change? Would you recommend any exemption in this partiou~

- Mr. Frums, No, it wouldnot. P - ‘

- Senator Saarirers. Do you think that it would maks sense for us
to cut out the tourist trade to'the Bahamas group and then have them
come in and make an ati)lplication for a loan and get it throu%h the
Dopartmént of State rather than to:let them conduct this trade
- Mr. Frums, First of all; I do not believe that this bill would cut
off the tourist trade inte the Bahamas.. I do not believe bhat-peoﬁe
;5? to the Bahamas or Bermuda or the islands of the. West Indies for
the purpose of makin%pnrchas&s. L S A

I think that is incidental. I think they go there to enjoy the scen-
er‘\%and the blue skies, and have some fun and ralaxation. -
Senator Smamners. I think that is right.  But X think, if you look
at the figures, you will: find that they make considerable purchases.
So I think ‘e are shooting’ in the dark here when yeu people have
access to the figures and ought to get them in' so that we.can substan-
tinte that fact or not. That is why I say [ think'it ig important that
we see from what countries most of these goods come from. S
Mr. Fruss, The Assistant Cammissioner tells. mp that one reagson
this was riot betken down eountry by country, aren. by area, was be-
cause they did have in mind the nost-favored-nations situetion and
the GAAT situation, and they did not believe that such figures would
lisve a bearing on the problem baforews. - ... . - - . .o
Senator Ssarress. Do: Jou mean to say that we do not have any
kind of a program in which, for example, with Mexico, we do not
give Mexico some particular advances that we give to other countriest
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" Do you mean to say that we treat all these countries the same?

. Mr. Frues. Asto imports we do.

. Senator SMaTHERS. How about if we enter into bilateral agreements
with respect to the importations of their nationals? We would make-
a different contract with Brazil than with Argentina, would we not?{

- Mr. Frues. The importation of nationals? Do you mean labor
force coming in ¢ :

Senator SyaTrERs. No, we enter into bilateral air agreements with.
foreign countries and grant air rights of entry and departures at
various cities and also grant certain routes to them over U.S. airspace.

- Doyou mean that they are all treated alike?

Senator Bexnnerr. Will the Senator yield before he answers that ?

Senator SMaTHERS. Yes,

Senator BENNETT. In the testimony Mr. Flues has given us, he-
points out that while a tourist going to any other country must stay-
48 hours before he can get any exemption, you can ﬁ across to Mex-
ico-and get an exemption in 10 minutes, except in Lower California
where you have to wait 24 hours. '

So that is a specially favored consideration. ’

Mr. Frors. But we have to bear in mind that he can only get up-
to $200 every 30 days.

© Senator SmaTaHERS. Do all the other countries have that same thing ¢

Mr. Frues. No.

Senator SmaTuers. Then does not that pretty well destroy the-
arﬁlment of uniformity ? ’

r. FLues. As to the amount of the value of the exemptions it does:
not. ' . ' ' |

As to the time in which he can obtain these exemptions, yes.

Senator SmaTHERS. My whole argument is—I do not believe, if you-
will look at the contracts that we make and the treaties that we make-
with these various other countries, that we treat them all alike; in-
fact, I know that is not the case. : :

Now, let me ask you this question. How much additionally will it
cost the Customs people to enforce this particular proposal if it be--
comes law; how much additional money would it cost in manpower,
salary, and so forth, to enforce this particular provision that you are
recommending, if it becomes law ¢ '

- Mr. Froes. $1,135,000. ©
Senator SmaTHERS. That is a year?
- Mr. Froes. Annually, fiscal year.

Senator SmMaTaERs. I have no further questions. .
- Senator Dovaras. Mr, Chairman, may I ask a questionf

~ What are the restrictions im'posedﬂl‘)fr Great Britain on the amount
which their nationals traveling abroad can bring back into the home-
countries® -~ -~ -~ - - :

" Mr. Froes. I'will get that,if Imay.

Senator, in the United Kingdom no.exemption is allowed.
 Sensator Dovatas. No exemption? ; - — -

* Mr: Frues: No exemption. = ' - e -

Senator Dovaras. You mean that if a (}Jerson brings back $25 worth.
of goods from the United States, he would have to pay——— C

. o P . oo s
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Mr. Frues. He would have to pay duty onit. .

Senator Doveras. And that applies to Canadian citizens? -

Mr. Frues., No,sir; they have a different rate.

For Canadian citizens, 1t is $100.

Senator Doucras. The same amount that you are proposing for the
United States?

Mr. Frues, No, sir.

Wae will still be more generous than Canada under this bill, because
we allow this $100 under the present bill every 30 days.

The Canadians allow the $100 every 4 months.

I want to add one other thing. For the Canadian citizen who irav-.
els outside the North Amencan Continent, an additional exemption
of $200 is allowed.

Obviously, this has no bearmg as to the United States. It favors
the Canadian citizen who goes outside the continent; it does not favor
the one who comes to this country.

Senator Doveras., And in Canada it is only $100 every 4 months?

Mr. Frues. That is correct.

Senator Douagras. Does this apply to wealthy reSIdents of the Ba-~
hagms who Ic{ome t% ts},ll: Umatgd States?

uppose Ha es made a tri

Serll)ga.er SM:rymns He is dead. p— ’

Senator Douagras. I know, but sup pose he was living and made a
trip to Miami. How much could he bring ba.ck duty freef

r. FLues. I donot have a figure on that. .

Senator Dougras. Let me Iyou this, Does the British rule ap-
ply—are the Bahamas a crown colony ¢

Mr. Frues. They are a crown colony.

Senator Douaras. Does the British rule apply to British natmnals
resident in crown colonies?

‘Mr: Froes. I believe the State Department would have to answer
that. Mr. Martin is here, :

Senator Doucras. Mr. Martin, can you answer that questxon%

Mr. MarTIN, No,Icannot. I can gettheinformation.

Senator Douaras. Will you supply an answer for the record?

Mr. MarTIN. Yes.

&’I{‘he information requested was subsequently read into the reeord
by Mr. Martin and appearson pp. 51 and 52.)

Senator Smarrers. On that point, if the Senator would 1eld I
think there was somethmg ]ust recently in the papers that they are
no longer a crown colon are achlewng their mdependence ‘

Is that not true, Mr. a,rtm{

- Mr. Marrn, There are a number of the Caribbean Islands which
are going together in a federation and achieve mdependence next yea.r.

But the Bahamas are not included in that. -

Senator MorToN. Hong Kong is a crown colony :

Senator Doueras. May I ask what the limitation is that is placed on
the amount of currency which British nationals can take abroad? -

Mr. Frues. Senator, we. will- have: to. supply tha.t, for the reeord.
That is another questlon, of course. ’ :

', -‘( .
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(The following was later received for the record:)

Tourist allowances for residents of various @untries

' . .| Losal currenoy that tourist
Forofgn exehat“:sg allowed per may take (in addition to
tourlst forelign exchange allow-
Country fn ‘
U.8. dollars | Frequeno U.8. dollar | Freqlen
: ‘ quency equivalent requency
Qermany. ...... edanmraieusaeds | TR YO aeemmebia (O
ﬁe“’mym-n (:) 385 | Apnually. oooons] " 885 | Per trip
M- Luxembourg..cciceeenccadavaan - () 0 |on cheveuncossonescds . ,
e R = 8 [ 8 Do.
................................... 275 | Annually......... 50 Do.
18000, - . 804 $44eaclepeiotoinanst &;’ Do.
¥yeaacancannconan reesenqesanaasanre .ee 3800 i’eur{ui)l ..... vesane Do,
OIWRY . .cceurmnaracrconns imsesecnes Leses : 280 | Annually......... . 49 X
Netherlands...u.eececeaameencncancceannn 829 | Per tﬂkg(z o 53 Do.
Por o iy o
Vo iggom ol Qo [ty @ | pe
Sweden....... . - 1,160 Per trlp ...... bame . 1,160 Do. -
LI TP, Mk ..;.m,-. Seshaivasvmevsis B N
I Unlimited. ‘ o et
3 T amounts ma; todmwﬂeuhrm’ i .
8 Additional $41 per onﬂ lor longer teips.
4 On request, ad amounts may be granted iuustlﬂotuonlspmvtdodl. to

4Boures: 'l‘muurybepmmont,aumm.mx ‘ R

Senator DovuaLas. Ma Iask o
- What is the value of goods which cmzans of the Netherlands onn
brmg back into the home country dut,y iree after hravahng abroad?i
Mr. Fruzs. No exemption, sir. .- : ~
¢.Senator Doveras. Does this ap?ly to resldents of Cnracao and the
Dutch Islands of the West Indies
- Mr. Fruss. This, again, is in the area where I would ha.ve to ask
the State Department , ,
Senator Douaras. I will ask the State Department. - - -
Does that applﬁto the Dutch Islands of the West Indiest. . -
Mr. MarmiN. Not necessarily.. They . are an !mdependtmt govern-
ment territory. I could not tell you what thé rules ave. ‘.
: Semator DouoLas. Will you aupply that for the record?
(The htommation requested bsequently read into the Fecord
e information requeste was subsequently read into the recor
by(Mr Martin and appearson p;l)) 51 and 52:)
Senator Dovaeras. How. much can cluzens of Fra.nce brmg back
to the home country duty free
bl(!)(r $F;160m It runa out roughly accordmg to our co,lculatmn at
about i ;
Senator Dovaras. How much can cmzens of Germany brmg back
to the home ooun aftet traveling abroad t :
= 2,00, sn-, inour money. .
Senator Doveus How much, can cmzens of Italy brmg bgck to
the home coun? after traveling abmad S
Mr, Frues. Noe v&tlonﬁ)lr. : '
Senator Dougras. ut the amount which citizens of Sweden
can bring back to the home country?
Mr. FLuzs. $50

S
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Senator Doueras. Norway?

Mr. Frues. $50.

Senator Doucras. Denmark?

Mpr. Frues. $50.

Senator Dovcras., Belgium?$ :

Mr. Frues. $6 when imports are from Luxembourg and the Neth-
erlands, and $3 from other countries.

Senator Doucras. What about the amount that citizens of Luxem-
bourg can bring back?

Mr. Fruss. Sir, I have no figure on Luxembourg.

Senator DoucrLas. What is the amount that the citizens of Andorra
and San Marino can bring back?

Mr. Fruzs. I have no figures on that,

Senator Douaras. Does not the evidence indicate that even with
the $100 restriction, we will be infinitely more generous in the amount
which our citizens can bring back than foreign countries are?f

Mr. Frozes. That is true, Senator. )

- Senator DoueLas., How do you account for the fact that the foreign
press. has been criticizing this bill and has not been saying that there
should be reciprocal liberalizations abroad ) |
. I’ subsdribe: to & number of the foreign papers, paxrticularly the
British papers, and I think it would be well if they heeded this them-
selves before making these criticisms. . | ‘

Mr. Frogs. Ithink that isa very cogent observation.

Senator BurLer. Would the Senator yield at that pointf - .

. Senator Doucras. Car.tainl{\. L L ) n
. Senator BurrLer. Would the Senator be willing to introduce an
amendment to this bill to bring it down to the $3 average? - :

Senator Douaras. No. L )

America has always been more generous and will continue to be
more generous. But I do not see any reason why it should be.insisted
upon that we have excessively generous standards when there is
danger of excessive flow of gold into the foreign exchange abroad.

Senator Burrir. Will the Senator yield

Senator Doueras. Certainly. o . :
 Senator ButrLer. I felt that the comment of the foreign press
touched on the former generosity of the United States, and they
could not understand why we were not becoming so penurious. . -

Senator Dovaras. We are not becoming penurious; we are adopting
certain measures in self-defense which I think our foreign friends
should understand. ' | :

‘And, personally, I have resented this criticism from the foreign
press very much. ’ o

Sezn,a'bor Burrer, Mr., Chairman, may I ask a question of the wit-

Senator Kerr. I want to say that I have resented certain oriticism
from the foreign press that does not come from England. -

Senator DoueLas. SohaveX.. ... . .. . . T - .

Senator BurLer, Mr. Chairmant ... -~ . . .. = -

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Butler? . ' L C o
.- Senator ButLer, Mr. Flues, how many additional employees will
it i{ake Fb: a,dm:llxé})ster the bill now pending before. this comittee? .- -
r. Frues. 160,
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Senator BurLer. And how much will that cost perannum?

Mr. Frugs. That is included in this figure that I gave previously
of $1,135,000. Actually, this tigure, of course, includes the labor cost,
and it also includes the cost of printing up some 9 million new customs
forms and some 1,300,000 customs pamphlets which go under the name
of “Customs Hints.” )

Senator BurLer. And almost everybody that gets off the ship will
liuve ?to stand on the pier 3 or 4 hours, except maybe 10 percent of
them

Mr. Frues. We liope not, sir. We are trying to improve our pro-
«¢edure constantly to assist people to go through customs expeditiously.

Senator TaLMmapge. Mr. Chairman?

The CrarMAN, Senator Talmadge?

Senator Tarmapge. I want to return to the matter the chairman
-3slf<ied you & question on a moment or two ago, and that is the dollar
deficit.

As I understand from your testimony, you stated the dollar deficit
last year was $1.9 billion, and there were other figures, I believe you
quoted, or one of your assistants, of $3.8 billion. You made a dis-
tinction there with reference to short-term credits.

Give us a little more detail about what you had in mind on that,
will you?t

Mr. Fruzes. As we all know, there is now an outflow of what we
-call short-term assets. '

Senator TaLmapge. You are talking about investments there of a
short-term nature that are seeking a higher return on the investment ?

Mr. Frues. Yes, that is what we call in considerable part volatile
money which seeks a higher interest rate abroad than what it can
find here. ‘

" Senator TALMADGE. Something similar to our 90-day certificates,
in other words?

~ Senator Kerr. Would the Senator yield ?
- Senator TaLmapce. Delighted, sir.

Senator Kerr. That is actually an outflow of gold, is it not$

Mr. Frues. No, sir, not always.

IS(;?ator Tavmapce. It is an outflow of dollars and can command
8o

Mr. Frues. That is right. It is an outflow of dollars. !
. Senator Kerr. It is just as much & part of the deficit for the time
involved as though it were originated in some other way, is it not?

Mr. Frues. It certainly Futs dollars in the hands of foreigners.

Senator Krrr. That is all any of this does, is it not? That is the
only way you create a deficit ? o
" Mr. Frogs. It is part of the balance-of-payments picture, sir.

Senator Kerr. It is just as much as any other part, is it not, for
the time it lasts? | ‘

Mr. Frues. That is true, Senator. '

Senator Kerr. Well, is it “Yes” or “No”{

Mr. Frues. Yes, I would say so. Lo
, .Senator Kerr. Then your actual deficit was $3.8 billion, of which
8 certain amount was caused by the situation referred to by the Sen-
ator from Georgia? : - o

¢

i
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Mr. Fruges. That is true, the actual deficit of the balance-of-pay-
ments was 3.8. ' z

The CuairMAN. And in the settlement of that deficit the bank
abroad can demand gold or dollars at their choice? B

Mr. Frues. The governinent can. o

The CuamrmaNn. That is what I mean. -

. Senator Kerr. The central bank of any government ¢

Mr. FrLues. Yes. |

The "mairMan. The central bank of any government, that is where
the transactions are finally equalized ; is that right ¢

M. Froes. That is true.

The Cuarrman. They can demand gold or dollors. So I would
like more information along the lines of what Senator Talmadge was
:saying—not now, because it would probably take too much time—to
'show exactly how much money leaves this country, so far as you can.
'Take the past year. R

Mr. Frues. The past year? C

‘The CuamrmaN. How much American money leaves this country,
is spent abroad, in other words, and then how much comes back?

Lf:. Frues. Last year, in 1960, as I have said, the total that went
«out as deficit was $3.8 billion.

Senator Kerr. That is the total deficit ?

Mr. Frues. That isthe total deficit.

‘The CramMaN., And I would like an explanation, and certainly
the committee would like it, of exactly the difference between the $3.8
billion and $1.9 billion; they are both deficits.

Mr. Frurs. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Schaffner of the Office of 'Inter-
national Finance of the Treasury is sitting on my right, and he con
give you the explanation of this very quickly, I am sure, and save your
time In doinlg s0. | o o

Senator Tarmapce. Mr. Flues, let us get to the present—unless the
-thairman wants to put that in the record. -

Senator Lona. Might the witness explain it for the record? I
would like to know the answer myself. While your assistant is put-
tin§ it in the chairman’s ear, some of us are not hearing it.

enator Doucras. Yes, I think there should be a statement of it.
- The CrarMAN. Suppose you explain it to the committes. You
‘have two kinds of deficits, one is basic, but both are deficits.

Senator Long. You are just as broi{e, whether you are broke in a
‘business way or some other way. '

Mr. ScuarrNER. The difference between these two concepts issimply
that the concept of an overall deficit, the $3.8 billion that the Senator
referred to, does have included in it short-term capital outflow, which,
as Mr. Flues has said, may be seeking higher interest returns abroad,
-or it may be in connection with financing trade, or other reasons. It
is considered of a rather short-term type. L

Senator BurLer. What is the dollar value of that?

Mr. ScHAFFNER. Last gear that was $1.3 billion. @~ ..

Now the $1.9 billion deficit which has been referred to as the basic
-deficit excludes this short-term capital movement. It is a-deficit that
results from all of our other recorded transactions on the import side
:and on the exportside. =~ _ '

Senator Kerr. Do 1.3and 1.9 total 3.8¢
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Mr. Scaarrner. No.

Then there is also what we have listed as an unrecorded outflow.
This is sometimes referred to as errors and omissions. This would
be an example of the kind of a transaction, Senator Kerr—and I think
the easiest way to explain it would be this: Normally an export that
leaves the United States is recorded in the customs statistics, and those
are entered in the balance-of-payments. )

Now the foreigner, very likely, will pay for that export by drawing
on his bank account, say, in New York. He will draw on his dollars.
So we get a report which indicates that dollars held by foreigners have
gone down in an amount equal to the value of the exports which were
N o smpose the foreigner, instead of paying for those sxports b

ow suppose the foreigner, instead of paying for those exports by
drawing down his dollar bank account, sent over a bundle of dollar
bills in an envelope to the American exporter. That transaction we
would be unlikely to catch. So we would have exports going out, but
no indication of how they were paid for.

So the fact that we did not have that part of the transaction would
mean there would be an item of that amount in what we call errors
and omissions. ‘

Senator Kerr. And you put it in there because a deficit has occurred
which you cannot explain any other way? : :

Mr. ScarrNER. That is right. .

Senator Kerr. But the deficit last year was $3.8 billion.

Mr. Somarrner, That is right. .

Senator KErr. And it was just as much that, including the 1.3 in
short-téerm investment, as though that had been an excess of spending
of dollars abroad for goods and payment therefor in dollars—that
would not have created any more of & deficit than the short-term in-
vestment did for the time of 19601 C e

Mr. ScHAFFNER. You are correct,sir. L

Senator Kerr. So insofar as the balance of payments is concerned,
in order that the record reflect the accurate situation, any interpre-
tive definition or differentiation between items in this deficit is merely
for the purpose of generating some comfort in the hope that the cir-
cumstances in 1961 would be different and bring it back.

Mr. ScHAFFNER. And there has been, sir—— . -

Senator Kerr, I know, that is the reason, but, basically, the deficit
is $3.8 billion. , ' ‘

That is what the Senator from Georgia was trying to bring out.

Senator TaLMmrLymaDGE. That is exactly correct.

Mr. ScuarrNer, That is correct. ‘

- Senator TarLmapee. Now, what will the deficit be for the first 6
months of this year. which is 8 days hence?

Mr. Frugs. We oaly have the first quarter reckoned so far, Senator,
and that comes to $300 million. a

Senator TaLmange. That is the total, now, of all kinds of deficits?

Mr. Frues. That is correct; that is the overall deficit. ,

Senator Tatarance. So if that figure continues that way for the
entire E‘ar,' the deficit this year will be $1,2 billion ? -

Mr, Frues. That is correct, sir. o

Senator TALMADGE. Now, T want to ask you about something else,

getting back to the billasbefore. =~ .. =~ 7

t
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It is my understanding that troo, gs that have been stationed over-
seas, or American civil officials that have been overseas, get some kind
of special exemption. What is that exemption {

r. Froes. There mi for military personnel stationed overseas
$50 exemption which they can send back in gifts. They can do t. 1s
every day, if they wish. However, that exempuon explres June 30
of thisyear, =

Senator TALaapcE. June 30. :

And you are not making any recommendatlons that it. be extended%

M, Frues. No, sir. :

Senator TALMADGE. Now, how about the A.menc&n service person~
nel in e;nbas&es, the ICA, or otherwise, what is their oxemptwn
overseas

Mr. Frues. For instance, & person who has been 140 days or more
on foreign assignment can come back into the country and bring in
duty free his personal and his housshold effects when hxs forelgn ag
‘signment is terminated. .

enator TaLmapar, That is mlhtary or civiliant ‘

- Mr. Frues. That iscorrect, sir, either military or ci'nhan.

Senator TaLyanep. Is them any restncmon on that m?

Mr. Fruzs, No.

The only restriction, I mxght say, would be on tho amount' of
liquor he could bring back in..

Senator TavLaapen. That is one of the thmgs I had m mmd.

Now and then I read articles in the paper about some. servm-
man coming back with & large quantity of iquor, lots of antxques, and
one thing and another, and I see a lot of sexvice personnel ret
with new Mercedes. bo they brmg th&t ba.ck under tha ho
eﬁ‘ects roposition - o Ly

vms. They could. f

Senator TAmanon Does this: b:ll changa thab in any way! 1o

Mr. Frues. No,sir. :

Senator TaLmapee. Iniother words, that law wxll remam t:he same.
Does it ail?l expire on June 30 that relatmg to mlhtary amt ouﬂm
personnel
~* Mr. Fvues. The only exemptxon thab expires:on Jm 30 u,tbovex-
emption not exceeding $50 for a gift.

enator Tarmapce. That ‘a what they wou]d sendf back m hen of
bringing back with them? .= - AT PP ST

Mr. Frues. Thatisri ht, sir,

Senator TaLMaDGE. And that i is the only explratlon that you aro > niot
recommending

Mr. Fuues. Correct, Senator,

Sena?tor Taraavce. And then thm household eﬂects law wxll rema.m
a8 it is

Mr. Frues., Yes,sir.

Senator TaLmapce. Thank you, Mr. Chamnan S RTINS

Senator Burrer. Would the Seliator yied® -~ - - -

- Senator TaLmapee. Certainly; I have concluded. -

Senator Butrer. They not on’ly bring that in, but 1t is brou ht m
at ?ovemment expense, a,nd the Govermnent pays for 1t, 063 it
not ‘

)
.
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 Mr. Frues. When we talk about bringing back things at Govern-
ment expense, they can still do it with the exception of the automobiles.

Senator ButLER. All the housshold and personal effects—some of
them bring it in at values in excess of $100,000, valuable antiques that
they picked up all over the world, and if anything happens to them
‘in transit, the Government pays forit? . :

Mr. Frues. These have to be in the category of household effects for-
their own personal use, of course; they cannot bring these things:back.
in to sell them in the United States.

Senator ButLer. Of course, you can buy a tablecloth that may cost
as much as $1,500 or $2,000 and call it household effects, if you want to:
do it; I agree it is a household effect, but, nevertheless, it is very valu-
able property coming into this country, and millions and millions of

‘dollars of property are coming in without any duty at the expense
of the Government of the United States, tapestries and paintings, al-
most anything they could get in under household effects, Co

Mr. Frues. I would like to add one thing, This exemption for:
household effects, the 140-day stay, that exemption, when & person is
in the service of the United States, will expire next year on July 1,
unless this Congress decides to continue it. !

Senator Kerr. Or terminate it sooner.

- Mry Fuuzs. Or if you desire to terminate it sooner.

Senator Kerr. An amendment would be in order to this bill to-

terminate it July 1 of this year; or September 80 of this year, instead
‘of June 80 next year, would it not . '

- Senator SMATHERS. Ma.'y I ask the Senator whether he would ap-
‘prove such an amendmentf - ‘ L

i Senator Kerr. Ioould; yes,sir,. ~ = - . :

Senavor SmaTHERS. Do you believe that you could stop the deficits:
in some restect if you amended it as has been suggested by.the Sena-
tor from:Georgia so:that:there would be & limit.on what these per-
sonnel could bring back? ‘ B

- Mr.; Froes. Senator, I wish you would address that question rather-
-to Mr. Martin, - .- o L :

Senator SmaTrERs. I wonder how Mr, Martin feels about it. .

: Setnw;rl(nn. You mean that Mr. Martin determines your-
ition S Lo

pog{n Frues.'I say that because, of courss, it gets right into the area

of our State Department personnel who are on assignments abroad.

Senator Kerr. Are you saying, then, that the Treasury has no posi--
tion in the mdtter, other than that of the State Department{

Mr. Frues. No,sir, I am not saying that. S
~ Senator Kerr. Whatdoyousay? .. = : ;-

Mr. Frurs. I am only answering the Senator by suggesting that
Mr, Martin probably has some comment on this point.

Senator . You are only answering his question by referring-
to somebody else, . . i .

Mr. Frues. All right, sir, I will say we have no new position on:
(tihes;e household effects; . we are not recommending that it be with-

arawmg: o ey :
- Senator TaLmapgr. If the Senator will yield at this point, there:
has just been handed to me a clipping from the New York Times,
“Important Notice About Liquor tq Oversea Travelers, Save UP*
to 65 Percent Duty-Free Liquor Delivered Directly to Your Home.”"
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I ask unanimous consent that it may be inserted in the record.
The Cramyan. Without objection the insertion may be made.
(The document referred to is, as follows:)

{From the New York Times]

IMPORTANT NoOTIOE ABOUT LIQUOB T0 OVERSEA TRAVELERS—SAVE. UP TO 65
PERCENT DUTY-FREE LIQUOR DELIVERED DIRECTLY TO YOUR HOME

If you are planning a trip to Cannda, Mexico, Caribbean, Eurape, the Paciflc,
‘South America * * * anywhere outside the United States of America * ¢ ¢
take advantage of the Windsor duty-free liquor plan.

Imagine, five fitths of world-famous scotch of your choice only $17. Or a
mixed gallon pack of the finest brand-name liguors (retailing in United States

for $39) only $17.50. :
It’s simple—it's so convenient—all you do is fill out a checklist order form and

drop it in the majl, Your purchase {8 shipped directly to your home by Rallway
Express; you pay for liguor only. No lugging, no breakage,” no excess air
freight—and it's duty-free. : : ' "
Ask your travel agent for free Windsor order form or write to Windsor, Ltd.,
Department 89, Delaware Trust Building, Wilmington, Del. L
-Senator Benwnerr. Mr: Chairman, I would like to return to the
question that Senator Douglas raised. He went through a long list of
countries, and he listed for the record the relatively small. amounts
that citizens of those countries could bring backin. . . - .
Senator Doucras: And ' in some ' cases, nonexistent amounts,
nothing, , T SRR TITI
Senator Bennerr. Noneor verysmall. -+ .~ o0
Now, I would like to ask you 1f in most, if not all, of those coun-
tries there is not also a limit on the.amount of money the citizen'can
take abroad to spend when he goesout asa tourist .~ . .. ..
Mr. Frues. Restrictions on foreign exchange for tourist traftic are
‘still- maintained by certain:countries. ‘For: instance, 13: Kuropean
countries-have such restrictions. -~ ... - . .. oa0
" Senator Douvaras. Which countrieaare they? - - . - ... -
. My Frues. In :Austria, . Denmark, France, Ireland,:Italy,:the
Netherlands, Sweden, and the United Kingdem, the regulations are
not considered restrictive on travel t¢ the Linited States. In most
cases they are designed—— . R R T I T
Senator Bexnerr. There are restrictions; however.: Are there any
countries in that list about which you were questioned by the Senator
from Illinois—which: allow -their nationals to take .an unlimited
amount of local currency out of thecountryt - .. . . - .. o
Mr. Fruges. I mentioned, for instance, Sweden, the Netherlands,
sItah&,i the United . Kingdom, -Denmark, France—those were.men-
-tioned. Coioe L S el
- Senator BENNETT. ’l‘he{'h.ave no restrictions? . Co
Mr, Frues. Their tions are not considered restrictive. - ;
Senator BennerT. That is not my question. You are trying to play
the same trick with me that you were [c)llaying with:Senator Kerr.
Do these countries have. any restrictions; -whether they are con-
sidered restrictive or not; do they have restrictionst - .. . = .
Mr. Frues. There are restrictions. But they are restrictions not
~ in the sense of trying to prevent the tourists from taking out money to
buy; they are designed to prevent unauthorized capital movement,
which is simply something in another area.
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Senator BeNNETT. Are ou ing to me, then, that a British citi-
Zen may now come to the States as a tourist and bring all the
money he wants, as an Amencan citizen can go to Britain and carry
all the money he wants?

Mr. Frues. No, I would not say that.

"Senator BenNETT. That has hot been the casé sinee the war. - So
as far as the tourist is concerned, no matter what the motive may be,
there are restrictions?

Mr. Frors. Yes.  Certainly after the war the were qulte stnct,
bun they have been loosened a lxtt’ie in the years that have gone by.

- Senator BBNNm The. éaomt that Lam leading up.to: =~
§ Could you glve me a. re showmg t.he totai amount ‘Americans

o .
Wﬂ’ Kﬁ:‘w’. Cbhld thb (flwstjon be asked the total amount that
Amemcan tourists spend abroad
+i'Bonator Banwerr: Yes, the: tocmi amountvthab Amerlca.n t;oumsts
spend abroad. Tt

My. Fruss. 1 have this: ﬁgure from the Department of Commerce,
‘the Census:Bureau. Ib does not mclude the travel- to and from the
foreign country, . Cat

Senator Kerr, You mean the transportatlon costs?
<+ Mr; FLoes: They are excluded.: But:the. etpendxtures w1thm these
countries were as follows: :

In 1960, $1,744 million was spent.by American tourists abroad

- In the ﬁrsb quarter of 1961, $275 mllhon have been so.spent, -

Thw compares, roughly, Senator,. thh the ﬁrst quarter of 1960
when $278 million werespent. - :

‘Senator Kexri How much thxsyear? e

* Mr. Frues. $278 million in.the first quarter of last yea.r, $275 mxl-
lion in the first quarter of this year. .

Senator BeNNETT. This excludes travel to and from the country
'and dv,vet;, the Ameérican going abroad must dig that money up and
' itsthat ispartothiscost. -

I u have any figure which shows. the oost of travel to and from
thwe oreign countries?
MY, Froes. Ido not, sir, for 1960 and 1961. I can get 1t, of course.

' Senator Kzrr: For the question to be as informative as it should
‘be it might need to include the element of how much of the transporta-
t;on cost, was paid to American transportation compames.

Senator Bexnerr: Let us get the overall cost, :

'Mr. Frues. Senator, in answer to.your questlon, I cannot glve you
ﬁgunes for 1960 or any portion of 1961. I can point out that in 1959
fares paid to foreign carriers amounted to 3382 m11hon° and to the
US carriers, $388 million. - - :

" Senator SMATHERS, That was what year?

‘Mr. Froes. 1959, "+ . : ‘

* Senator BenNerT. So addmg the money pald to forelgn carriers—
assuming that these ocourred in this same year—to the figure given
for money spent abrokd; does the money spent abroad include the

‘money le).aid for the merchandise that the tourist brought back?
ues. That is right, everythmg except automobxles '

t
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Senator Bennerr. Well, ignoring that exception, then American
tourists spent better than $2 billion abroad, and if this bill passes,
we will put under a cloud an expenditure of $167 million, or about 8
percent.

The tourist would have no difficulty in translating that $167 million
which he is prepared to s;l))(znd abroad into a couple of days more on
the Continent, on a little better hotel—in other words, this bill does
not have any restrictions on the total amount which the tourist can
spend abroad ; it simply says to him: “If you are going to spend your
money, you had better spend it on room and board and entertainment;
do not buy merchandise.”

Now if we are really serious about this problem, would we not fol-
low the lead of the other countries and put a limit on the amount of
money that the tourist can take out? en we could really expect
to control the deficit. .

But under this bill there are two glaring loopholes. One is that the
tourist can say : “Well, this is $167 million that we will spend abroad,
but we will not spend it in the shops; we will spend it in the hotels
and in the Lidc and other places.”

Senator Kerr. Where$ '

Senator SMaTHERS. On the Left Bank. :

Senator BEnNNETT. And the other thing is that we are saying to
these tourists: “For a tax of $25 million you can spend the same
amount for merchandise. This would not affect our balance-of-pay-
ments problem. The gold will still go out, but we will tax you $25
million for the privilege.” _ o

And I think if I were a tourist, in spite of the fact that I have got
19 grandchildren and it is pretty hard to take care of all of them——

enator Kerr, What relation does that have to tourismf

Senator Bennerr., Well, with 19 grandchildren I have got to bring
back (}uite a lot of merchandise to prove that I went abroad.

So 1 think that, as I say, these two loopholes, we do not follow the
lead of our foreign friends and put some limit on the total a tourist
can spend, and we say to him: “If you are willing to pay a $25 mil-
lion tax, you can spend just as much as you have been doing,” and
I do not think we are really getting at the problem.

Of course, I do not think that this is the way to gét at the problem

anyway, Mr. Chairman. ‘ , .

g[r. i‘ums Senator, I might say that this Nation has not sought—
and I do not believe in—foreign exchange control. :

Senator BeNNeTT. I donot either. .

Mr. Frues. And we have to remember that the nation partxcularlf
of Europe, Japan, which were very hard hit during World War II,
in the recovery period following sought to conserve their dollars by
putting on these restrictions. , .

" Senator Bennerr. The British sought to conserve their }(‘)ound by
preventing them from taking British pounds abroad to the Conti-
nent, not just their dollars. -~ = . . NN

'Senator DouaLas. Does. this. reason still exist? Does it still exist
for Germany, which_ has, I believe, balances of something like: $7
billion? Does it exist for Great Britaint . Daoes. it exist for the
Netherlands, Belgium, or for Great Britain?

71484—81——38 ,
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Mr. Frues. They have been relaxing their restrictions, as I said
earlier. But in some instances they still exist.

Senator Douaras. But still you cannot bring back anything.

Mr. FLues. On the exemptions, that is true.
- Senator DoueLas. In your own statement you say:

The leading countries of Western Europe, as well as Japan, have accumu-

lated large gold and lquid dollar holdings us a result of their strong export
position in world markets.

Mr. Froes. That is true.

Senator DoucLas. I reviewed yesterday in another committee the
holding of gold and foreign exchange by the various countries, and
certainly no one can say that West Germany has a shortage of gold
and foreign exchange holdings.

Yet what is the limitation on the amount that a German national,
West German national, can bring back

Senator BexnNeTT. If my memory serves me right it is $10.

Senator BurrLer. $12.50.

Mr. FruEs. It is $12.50,

Senator Dovaras. Will you answer this question: Do they have any
legitimate ground for complaint if we permit our nationals to bring
as much as their nationals can bring back

Mr. Frugs. Isee no legitimate complaint, Senator.

Senator Douoras. I hope there are some foreign correspondents in
the room who will carry this message to the papers abroad.

If not, I hope the information is supplied.

Senator BenNETT. Would you also ask him whether West Germany
has any limit on the amount of exchange & person can take out?

Senator Douaras, Do they havef

Senator Lona. May I just develop this? '

‘Why do you people not give some consideration to these big drains
on the gold; I mean the $3 billion in military abroad, for example;
the net outflow—you have an antiquated plan, and times change
rapidly nowadays; you have an old 1949 plan when nobody did what
they were sup sed to do but us. We stationed troops over there, and
if everybody had done their share, we could have stopped a Russian

land assault. But some, like France, do not have enough in there to
- defend against the paratroopers coming back from Algeria. We are
the only ones—and the plan is outmoded because there is no prospect
of having enough ]ground troops to stop any Russian land assault in
the absenceof a full, all-out use of atomic weapons.

My understanding is that we put all those troops over there because
we hoped we would not have to resort to atomic warfare in the aren.

‘Now we have got those troops over there by the hundreds of thou-
sands, draining out most of this $3 billion for this military item.

T have tried to persuade the military that when we send people over,
it would take a lot less people than you are asking for if someone would
look over the personnel lists and not send men with a wife and five
children where you must spend a lot extra., .

_ Isaw a picture of one sergeant goirig over where it was going to take
half an airplane to fly over his wife and children and all the house-
hold effects, plusa dog and cat. ’ ,

¥
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Any personnel officer who would for a moment even think about this
would go throth his divisions and check off, himself, a considerable
number of people who have these large families.

Most of the young men you draft now are not even married.

Senator Burrer, That would be discrimination. .

Senator Long. It would sure help on your gold reserves, deciding
who you would send overseas. But you cannot get these people to
even think about these things: :

1; In reducing the number of forces there; or,
2) If you are not going to reduce the forces, do not send these
Jarge families over there,
ut you cannot get the military to even think about that. You
think about it one way in one area of Government and another way
in another.

You say here $2.5 billion represents investments abroad. You say
you do not consider it restrictive practice for the British to impose
‘restrictions on the outflow of British capital for investments abroad.

If you do not consider that restrictive, I would be curious to know
why we have not considered some limitation on investments in Europe
where these large gold holdings are held. .

: I know the previous Secretary of the Treasury was concerned about
that. ‘

Senator Dovar.as. Will the Senator yield #

Senator Lona. One moment, please. '

I cannot understund why is not some consideration given to pro-
tecting our gold balances in the area where the big outflows, tho $3
billion items, are concerned ¢ :

Instead, you eliminate all consideration of doing something about
those, apparently, and go down here for the item that, when all is said
and ({one, is only about a $167 million item, :

Why do you not touch some of these enormous sacred cows and make
some real savings, because this is not going to protect it, obviously ?

Mvr. Fr.ues. Senator Long, I think we should bear in mind that the
bill which is before you is only one measure in & program to improve
the balance of paymentssituation. . : '

tS{a‘nator Lona. Let me get down to the next one that makes no sense
at all. : ‘

Senator Kerr. Do you not want him to answer that? All he has
done so far is filibuster. .

Mr. Frurs. As you know, there are a number of bills Y:anding be-
fore the Congress, and there are other Executive measures being taken
in an effort to assist and improve this balance of payments situation.

Senator Long. What is the most substantial of them? Is this the
most substantial one, or are there any more? ,

Mr. Frues. This, I would say, is one of the smaller ones, certainly.

Senator Longa. What is the big t one? . «

Mr. FLurs. You can say that 167 million or $140 million to $178
million, the range in which we have been talking as to saving, com-
pared to some of these large amounts of expenditures abroad, looks
significant. : L , ,

Senator Lona. What is your largest item?
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Mr. Frups. Yet, it is still that amount of money. And it does con-
tribute to the program of bettering our balance of payments situation.

Senator LoNa. What is your largest item down there of these items
that are supposed to protect our situation ¢

Mr. FLues. I have a list of 14 of them here, if you would like me
to read them off.

Senator Long. Suppose you provide them for the record. But what
isthe largest one, aside from this?

Mr. Frues. It is pretty hard to——

The Crrammman. EI)t; will not take long ; read them,

Mr. Frues. Let me say something like this. We are trying very,
‘ver¥l hard to improve our exports picture. Now, that could be one
of the largest items,

Senator L.ong. Suppose you read the ones that you can count on;
this thing of including imports against exports——

Mr. FLues. Export promotion would be one.
thSte;mtor Long. Ho much money do you have down there beside

a

Mr. FLues. We do not have any sums. These are things that we do
not know.

Senator Lona. Gohead, that isNo. 1.

The CHAaIRMAN. I thought you were going to read some legislation
on importsf ‘

Mr. Frues. No. .

The Cramman. When it comes to exports and imports, you get into
another field. We have raised our wages far above the world level.

And I want to ask you this one question. We have a favorable
balance on our trade now of around $1 billion.

Senator Kerr. That is, we had that last year.

The CHamMAN. Last year.

Is that not likely to drain with the wages constantly being raised in
this country ¢ |
" Mr. FruEs. Yes, and this, again, is important——

"The Crnamuan. That is going to give you some real trouble on this
imbalance of payments?

Mr. Frues. That is correct, sir.

The CHarman. What are your plans to increase the exports? You
have not proposed any legislation have you

Mr. Frues, The President has recommended measures to improve
the balance-of-payments situation which include export promotion and
which include legislation. I shall transmit to you at an early date a
summary of these measures, 4 to ease the short-term-demand problem,
and llﬁ to correct the basic-payments deficit and achieve longer term
equilibrium,

_The CramumaN. Do you think there is & probability that this favor-
able balance in our export and import trade will decline ¢ ‘
- Mr. Frues. Ididn’t catch the last word, Senator.
~_ The Cramman. I asked about the possibility of a decline in this
favorable $5 billion balance between exports and imports. I under-
stood you to say that it is possible that that will decline. K
Mr. FLuEs. Yes, sir; I say that because, while we have had——
The CramrmMaN. What are the figures this year?

i
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You have one quarter, merchandise imports are 3.4, and the exports
are b.

Mr. FLues. We had merchandise imports in. 1960 of 14.7 billions of
dollars.

The CHaRMAN. I am speaking of the first quarter of this year.

Mr. FLues. And exports of 19.4 billions of dollars, :

The Cuamman. There has been a decline in the favorable balance
in the first quarter, hasn’t there ¢

Mr. Frues. And— .

- Senator Kerr. How does the first quarter of this year compare with
the first quarter of last year$ .

Mr. Frues. All right, sir, In the first quarter of this year we have
merchandise imports of $3.4 billion.

Senator Kerr. The balance ?

Mr. Froes. And merchandise exports of $5 billion. ,

The CramrMaN. But Senator Kerr wants to know what it was a year
ago. ,
ng. Frues. If you project merchandise exports out on the same
basis through the year 1960, it would come to $19.4 billion ; subtracting
the 1960 import figure of $14.7, you would have a plus on the mer-
chandise export side of $4.7 billion.

Senator Doucras. A plus on the export sidef

Mr, Froes. On the export side.

Senator Lone. Why don’t you project both figures, you are project-
ing one figure, why don’t you project both figures, and compare 1t to
last year, why don’t you Project the figure below that—you project
?lne gure?to get $19.6 billion, suppose you project the other, what

oyou get

Mr. Frues. If we project the first quarter in 1961 on exports of b
billion—you appreciate we don’t have it broken down as to quarters
for 1960, we have only the total for the year, but it was $4.7 billion on
the plus side of merchandise exports in 1960 as I have said.

Senator Long. You gave us two first-quarter figures, if you multiply
that by four you should have a Frojection of what you would do if it
keeps going this way; $19.4 billion is one figure, and multiply the
other figure by four and see what you get.

Mr. Frues. To multiply your imports in the first quarter of 1961 of
$3.4 billion, you get $13.6 billion for the entire year, projecting it
through the entire year. :

Now, then, if we take exports of $5 billion for the first quarter of
1961 and project it for the entire year, we will get $20 billion. So the
difference between your imports and exports will run $6.4 billion.

The CHAtRMAN. Run what? o

Mr. Frues. $6.4 billion, plus—o . - - R E

Senator Kerr. Mr. Chairman, I don’t see how it'is they can give
you the figures for the first quarter of 1961 and can’t give you the
figures for the first quarter of 1960. _

Mr. Frues. We can supply that, sir, we just took the year as a whole.
g Senator Kerr. If you did that, the committee might do its own

guring.

Mr. Frozs. Yes,sir.
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~* (On June 28, 1961, the Secretary of the Treasury submitted to the

chairman a letter commenting on the balance of {myment statisti
and transmitting for inclusion in the record of this hearing a standard
table of the Department of Commerce for the years 1959 and 1960, a8
it appears on pp. 12 and 13 of the Survey of Current Business for
June 1961, and a revised table by the Department of Treasury giving
the balance of payments of the United States, 1957 through the first
quarter of 1961. On July 7, 1961, the Secretary of the Treasury
submitted another letter to the chairman giving an analysis of im-
provements in the U.S. balance of payments during the first quarter
of 1961, The letters and tables referred to appear in the record
beginning on p. 118,) ’
enator KErr. In connection with the question you have asked
ilbout the $5 billion favorable on balance between exports and imports
ast year-——
" Mr. Frues. Itis$4.7 billion.

Senator Kerr. $4.7 billion—it would be pertinent to ask how much
of that was the result of the Government’s export, of Government
sponsored exports, of military products, lend-lease, goods that were
given by this Government to other governments, and included in the
total of exports. ,

Mr. Frues. That would be somewhat over $2 billion.

Senator Kerr. So that in order to get the real balance you would
have to deduct that from the $4.7 billion, would you not? You did
noluget dollars back for it, did you ? ‘ '

r. FLoes. That is correct.

Senator Kerr. So that as far as the -dollar balance is that trans-
ferred on the one hand by us for that which was imported and on the
other hand by foreign countries for which you exported, there was
not a $4.7 billion balance.

Mr. Frues. If you are making that deduction, that is correct.

The CHamyaN., What about the food we give away, is that included ¢

Senator Kerr. That is part of the $2.7 billion.
b‘]'{:he 'CHAIRMAN; Is the food we give away included in the $2.7

illion ‘ ‘

Mr. Frues. In the $2 billion-plus figure, not in the $2.7 billion.

The Cuarraman. How do you figure, then——

Senator Kerr. There was not a $4.7-billion surplus as between ex-
ports and imports, that is a fictitious figure.

The CrAmRMAN. Do you not think the food is especially fictitiou
because we get nothing whatever for that. You mean you includ
value of all the wheat and everything we send abroad, for which we
get nothing # | .

Mr. Frugs. That isincluded, sir. '

- Senator Kerr. Then the answer is “Yes,” is it not !

S
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: '.131?8 Cuamman, Is that included in the other figure you gave, the
- Mr. Frues. Among these grants and credits.

May I have Mr. Schaffner comment on that? .

. The Cuamman. Let’s start with the $4.7 billion, it is what your
paper shows here. What should we deduct ?
enator Kerr, For the things for which we didn’t get any dollars.

The CuarrMaN. For which we didn’t get any money, how much
should we deduct from this favorable balance of $4.7 billion?

I think it is very deceitful to do this, to publish figures on a dollar
basis when we didn’t receive any dollars.

Mr. ScaaFFNER. Mr. Chairman, the $4.7 billion figure is, as you
oint out, the difference between this $19.4 billion, our export, and the
14.7 billion of imports.

Now, in the $19.4 billion of exports are these goods that you referred

to for which we have not received dollars. ‘ ,

The Crrarman, Yet you put a dollar mark on it and said that we
did receive it in dollars, or indicated it.

Mr. ScHAFFNER. The way this is handled is this. On the other side
of our balance of payments here is this item, U.S. Government grants
and credits. So that you have. an offsetting entry under that item
for the exports that go out without our getting payment.

Senator Taratance. How much do the grants amount tof

Mr. ScuarrNer. Well, the total here for U.S. grants and credits last
year gross was $3.4 billion.

The CHARMAN. If that is $3.4 billion, and the other figure was $4.7
:)}illlion, we actually had a cash income above the outgo of $1.3 billion,

en,

Mr. ScrarFNER. Sir, the U.S. Government grants and credits takes
other forms than commodities. The $4.7 billion is a commodity sur-
plus figure, whereas the grants and credits item includes services and
other things. o

Senator Kerr. The chairman asked you how much of the $4.7
billion was not paid for or did not—was not reflected in returning
dollars, that is the question that he asked you.

. Mr. ScuarrNER. And the answer, sir, is somewhat over $2 billion.

Senator Krrr. How much over $2 billion?

In the neighborhood of $214 billion, $234 billiont _ o

Mr. ScHAFFNER, Between 2 and 214, sir. o

Senator Kerr. So the minimum, the $4.7 billion, shoud be reduced
‘before you get to the grants that might have come back would be
$214 biilion, is that a reasonable statement $ .

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, it cuts the figure practically into
half, and I do not know if any of these grants have come back. We
Tarely collect anything on the money we loan abroad. -
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I would like to ask you about that. How much money last year
did we collect on those grants, and what was spent back here?

Senator Kerr. The reporter does not act to the shaking or nodding
of the head.

The CHairMAN. I think we ought to get a full statement of that.
Anybody that would read this record would think that we had a
favorable balance of dollars on our export and import trade of $4.7
billion. Now, it appears that a part of it is involved in gifts and
other things and we get nothing in return, and yet you put the dollar
value on it.

Mr. ScHAFPNER. Sir, as I said, of this amount that is sent out, this
somewhat over $2 billion that is sent out, we do show that we do not
get dollars back for that in effect by putting up on the other side of
oux;i.balance of payments, this item of U.S. Government grants and
credits.

The Cuarman. Where does it come from? Do you have a list?
What nation is pagmg us anything back? Who is giving us anything
back on foreign aid ¢

Mr. ScuHaFrFNER. There are the items, as you say, sir, for which we
did not get at least an immediate return. In some cases, there is a
101,11591' run return, it is loan transaction which eventunily-—-—-

he CrarrmMaN. I understand that is what you thought it should
be. There should be some credit here on what you call the U.S. grants
and credits in this statement, is that correct? In other words, some
of that comes back ? :

Mvr. ScHAFFNER. Over a period of time, where it is a loan, a U.S.
Government loan.

The CrarRMAN. What came back last year, and what nation paid it
T do not know of any nations that are paying us back anything. We
have given $80 billion away to these nations, and if any of them have
paid 1t back except maybe a few loans they have made, I do not re-
member it.

You do not use the word “loan” here, you said “credits and grants.”
You certainly do not get anything back on grants.

Mr. ScraFrNER. That is correct, sir. On loans there was roughly
$600 million repaid last year.

The Cramman. What is $600 million out of $80 billion? That is
what we have spent in foreign aid since we started.

Senator Kerr. $84 billion. .

The CHARMAN. $84 billion, Senator Kerr says.

‘We went over there and got Germany to p?ﬁr $600 million back,
didn’t we, & year in advance, and she thought that she was doing us
a great favor by trying to get us out of a hole which these payments
that we have made abroad put us into. And that is all I know that
has come back. ‘ :

What else has come back? If Germany owes some more money
maybe she will pay, because Germany is much sounder today than
the United States, t’he German mark is sounder. We have got $100
million of German marks in our portfolio, because the Treasury thinks
that they are sounder money than the American money, and we are
not getting any interest on them.

Isthat right?

Mr. ScHAFFNER. I think the Export-Import Bank has had a very
good record of collection on its loans, sir.

’

/
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Sendtor Kerr. Now what is the answer to the Senator’s question
on-how much interest we get.on these marks in our portfolio?

The Cuamman, Is it true we have got $100 million of German
marks in our portfolio? :

Mr. SorarpNer. 1 am not familiar with that figure, sir.

The Cramyan. That is not in your department.

Mr. Flues, do you know about that ¢

Mr. Frues, No, sir; I donot.

The CamrMaN. Who does know ¢

Senator Kerr. That is an unfair question.

Pardon me, Mr. Chairman.,

. The Cnairman. And we have invested $100 million of our money
in German marks, we are entitled to know, Congress is, if it has been
done, and why it has been done, and so forth.

So I would like to ask somebody in the Treasury to make an ex-
planation to this committee of whether that is true or not true. I
understand it is true,

Senator SmaTHERs. Mr. Chairman—have any of you arrived at a
net figure as to what actually our balance—do we have a plus factor on
balance of payments$

The CrarMAN. I do not know what we have, I thought we started
with a plus factor, but it seems we have reduced it over half.

Senator Lona. Might we just get the rest of that list read in the
record, Mr, Chairman, and then ask any questions we want to ask
about these other items?

. How much do you expect these items are going to save? You said
at first that you hoped that you are going to expand your exports
over imports. I am not at all persuaded that the first quarter show-
ing indicates that you are ﬁoing to do that.

lease read the rest of them.
(The following was later received for the record :)

SUMMARY OF MEASURES RECOMMENDED IN CONNECTION WITH BALANCE OF
PAYMENTS

I. MEASURES TO EASE THE SBHORT-TERM DEMAND PROBLEM

1. Measnres to improve international monetary institutions—under active
study by Treasury staff under direction of Under Secretary for Monetary Affairs.

2. Use of U.S. drawing rights in the International Monetary Fund—considera-
tion of exercise if and when appropriate, and efforts to facilitate drawings by
other Fund members in convertible currencles other than the dollar.

8. Special interest rates for dollar holdings by foreign governments and mone-
tary authorities—legislation to exempt from regulation the rates of interest
paid by banks on time deposits beld in this country by foreign governmeats or
monetary authorities; legislation to encourage foreign dollar holdings by uni-
fying the tax treatment of foreign central banks’ earning assets in this country.

4. Prohibition of holding of gold abroad by Americans-—enforcement plans put
into operation; Bureau of Mint licensing procedures promulgated for foreign
branches of U.8. companies using gold abroad for industrial, professional, or
artistic purposes. :

I¥. MEASURES TO CORBECT THE BASIO PAYMENTS DEFIOIT AND ACHIEVE LONGER TERM
EQUILIBRIUM

1. Action by the Senate to approve the organization for economic cooperation
and development—favorable action taken. .

2. Bxport promotion—regional expansion committees active in organising
clinies, workshops, and trade meetings on this subject; U.8. foreign trade centers:
organized and planned ; followup procedures established.
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3. Cost and price stabilizatlon—Advisory Committee on Labor and Manage-
ment created to encourage productivity gains, advance automation, and encour-
age sound wage policies and price stability, and other measures designed to
make American goods competitive in international markets.

4. Export guarantees and flnancing—program developed by Export-Import
Bank comparable to those offered by foreign countries, designed to place our ex-
porters on a basis of full equality with their competitors in other countries,

5. Foreign travel to the United States—legislation to encourage foreign travel;
promotional campaign underway.

6. Agricultural exports—program to expand under active implementation by
Department of Agriculture.

1. Po:ilcy on economic assistance—emphasis placed on procurement of Ameri-
can goods.

8. Tariffs, restrictions and discriminations against American exports—con-
tinuance of efforts toward removals of remaining restrictions against American
exports, and negotiation in GATT for tariff reduction by foreign countries for
the benefit of our exports.

9. Promotion of foreign investment in the United States—enlisting Interest
of foreigners who may wish to invest in the United States, and efforts toward
achieving higher degree of liberalization of laws and regulations of European
countries with strong reserve positions to facilitate such investment.

10. Abuse of “tax havens”; taxation of American investment abroad—Ilegisla-
tion to prevent abuses and consideration of whether present laws unduly
stimulate capital flow abroad through special preferential treatment.

11. Foreign assistance contribution to the less-developed countrles and the
common defense—conferences and special missions undertaken with this end In

view.
12. Reduction of customs exemption for returning American traveler—legisla-

tion to lower tourist duty-free exemption from $500 to $100,
13. Centralized review of dollar outlays—active consideration by Bureau of

Budget and Treasury, in consultation,

14. U.S. military expenditures abroad—reductions planned in dollar expendi-
tures abroad in various flelds, including smaller purchases by military personnel
of forelgn goods and facilities; prohibiting transportation of foreign cars at
Government expense; stepping up savings bond drive; allowing special $50 gift
duty-free legislation to lapse June 30, 1961,

Mr. FLues. Hereis one item guaranteeing exports, helping to finance
them where needed, that is one effort to improve our export picture.

And, then, as you know, we are trying to attract foreign tourist
travel to the United States.

The Department of Agriculture is seeking to increase the amount of
agricultural exports, . .

We are trying in GATT and other places to get tariffs and restric-
tions and discriminations aFainst American exports removed.

Senator WiLiams, How long have you been trying that{ .

Senator ButLer. How long has that been going on? For years and
years, hasn’t it? :

Mr. Frues. Yes.

Senator BurLEr., Any hope of succeeding?

Mr. FruEs. I would hope so. : .

Senator Douaeras. Do you propose to reduce imports-of textiles from
Hong Kong? : .

" Senator Lone. Might I just ask, Mr. Chairman, that prior to these
other questions we let the witness read this list, because I would like
to know what they are, and then I would be glad to yield for the other-
questions. ] .

Mr. Frues. We are seeking to promoée foreign investment in the
TUlnited States, and this gets back to trying to relieve the pressure on
Western European—trying to relieve the pressure, in effect, in
Western European countries in the form of restrictions against

’

;
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capital investment abroad. The Department of Commerce has a pro-
gram to stimulate that form of investment.

- Senator SMaTHERS. Isn’t that completely inconsistent with what you
arenow talking about? :

Mr. Froes. No, sir; I don’t believe it is.

Senator SMATHERs. Read that again. - o

Mr. Froes. What we are seeking to do is to get the European coun-
tries to loosen or eliminate their restrictions on foreign investment,
with the hope that we can attract some of that foreign investment to
the United States. And we are also seeking to correct the situation of
tax havens,

Senator ButrLer. Mr, Flues, you said something about encouraging
exports.

r. FLues. Yes, sir.

Senator ButrLeEr. But you didn’t complete it. What was that?
What is the program ¢ :

Mr. Frues. One is, of course, an export guarantee; and assisting in
financing is one measure of helping. .

Senator BuTLer. But that is one point I wanted to bring out. You
are going to increase your exports by having the Government of the
United States guarantee the bill of the domestic producer; is that the
program ¢ ‘

Senator Lona. Might we just get the rest of these items?

Mr. Frues. If you are trying to meet the foreign competition, that
is done, as you know, by many foreign countries.

Senator Burrer. I know itis. Iam just pointing out what the pro-
gram is, the guarantees of credit would be guaranteed by the Govern-
ment of the United States. ‘ ' '

Mr. Frues. That is correct. "

Senator BurLer. And then anybody that makes anythin§ could go
over with a free hand and sell anything they wanted to sell and pass
the bill on to Uncle Sam. That is a good way to get exports, but it is
not profitable. '

r. FLuis. Now, you ask how also in other ways we are helping
our export picture. We are seeking to improve and increase the
number of commercial representatives abroad and their facilities.
The State Department and the Department of Commerce are in a
joint effort to do that. e

Tl?xe‘ CramMAN. You have not come to any legislation yet, have
you '

Mr. Frues. No,sir.

The CHARMAN. Go ahead. S

Mr. Frues. These are all measures that are being considered and
worked on now.. s ' " : -

Senator Lona. Is that all of them, or do you have some moref -

Mr. Frues. For instance, there are two new foreign trade centers
to be built at London and Bangkak; items like that which, we-hope,
will increase our export trade. Sy

Senator Lona. But of all these items, out of -all of them there is
not one on which you can place a reliable dollar estimate, or even
a reasonable dollar estimate. -All of them are speculative, they guess
at something, they encourage something; but what is going td dome
out of it you don’t know " " vt o e TR T e e

Mr. Frozs. That isright; we don’t know at this tims.. - .+ -

R}
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Senator Long. I am not going to argue about the thing because
I am on the same team you are on, at least I would like to think so.
But here if Senator Douglas had an amendment on the Sugar Act,
that Kould with less trouble save more money than all the rest put
together.

ut the administration defeated that——
" Senator Dougras. Yes; we faced the opposition of the administra-
tion on that.

Senator Lona. And that was $150 million extra as & bonus payment
on sugar when we are already paying a good price for the sugar, and
the people would have been happy to sell it at the existing price, at
the worth price—would have been glad to move the sugar to us.

And then we look down here and see all these big items, where you
would have had some control.

Now,'if we are really running short—if our bank is not solvent—
it looks like that is how it is getting to be—there are some items we
have real control on. We have control—for example, we can’t control
our export portfolio, but we can surely control our import; that we
have some power over. - We can control the amount of grants-in-aid
that we are voting away from here; we can say something about the
investments abroad, how much we are foing to let go out of here.
We can say something about this $3 billion item for these military
expenditures, troop payments; and also some of these nonmilitary
services are f)e'ing paid for by the U.S. Treasury under various acts
to ship things here and there in foreign bottoms.

You have items where you really have some power to control them,
and the big ones it seems to me you are not touching. You are dealing
mtterms of all these speculative things that might work and might
not.

Now, I would like to ask you about this aspect. We are told now
that we have to hold interest rates high, to encourage foreigners not
to ask us to pay them in gold, not to ask for gold payment on_ these
dollars, hold the interest rates fnigh on short-term securities—and most
of our securities are short-term securities. Isn’t that about the same
thing as having a bank that is insolvent and telling the investor there
that “If you leave the money in the bank we will pay you a higher
interest rate,” when the real answer would be that you ought to con-
duct your business in such a way that the bank is solvent whether
they make a run on the bank or not? Isn’t that about what that
amounts to?

Mr. Frues. Senator, you are covering a rather wide spectrum.,
~ Senator Lone. Let’s just take this last issue.

Mr. Frues. I came up here to testify to the exemption bill.

Senator Lowna. If you are running a bank, shouldn’t you run your
bank in such & manner that if the investors want to call for payment
yau can pay them ¢

Mr. Frues. If I were a banker, I would certainly want to be in that
nice position.

Senator Loys. Now, wouldn’t it be dn unsound concept to operate
you bank in such a fashion that you have to tell these fellows you will
gx them higher interest rates if they will leave their money in your

k because you can’t come up with cash? .
Mr. Frues. Well, sir, there are mahy differences between running

& bank and running a nation, - - 5
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Senator Long. Well, we haven’t gone off the gold standard for in-
ternational payments, have we? W still recognize it, don’t we, and
isn’t gold the only international currency that is reco%xized by all
nations? We can’t make them take dollars, can wef They are en-
titled to demand EOM payments.

Mr. Frues. That is true; at least the central banks and foreign
governments,

Senator Lona. Then, as a Eractical matter, doesn’t it mean that
we are saying we will pay high interest rates in order to urge people
to leave their gold here? Doesn’t that amount to the same proposition
as & banker having his bank in such shape that he can’t gay up and
urging people to leave the money there on the theory that he will pay
higher interest rates if they will leave the cash there; isn’t it the
same principle?

Mr. Frues. Well, I saK;lagain, sir, that this is in a different area
than the private bank, d, furthermore, it is a little outside, I be-
lieve, the current inquiry on this bill. .

Senator Lone. I see I am not going to get a direct answer to that
question,

But if you are operating as a bank you should do it in such a manner
that you would be solvent whether the other guy wants you to be
solvent or not. .

Mr. FruEs. That is correct.

The CHamman, Mr. Flues, I have got a question I would like
answered. ‘

Mr. Frugs. T have not completed my statement, if you would like me
to finish it. A

The Caamuman. I would like to get thisin.

Senator Douglas wants to ask you some questions tomorrow
morntg. ) )

Mr. Frues. All right, sir. ,

The CHARMAN. Now, on this balance of trade—and this is a state-
ment you have made here—isn’t it true that the imports are on foreign
value, is that correct? In other words, the imports of $14.7 billion
are not on landed value, they are on foreign value, are they not ¢

Mr. Frues. That is dollar value, $14.7 billion is dollar value.

The Cuamman. It is foreign value translated into dollars?

Mr. Frues. Thatis correct. _ ‘ A

’lI‘he; CuarMaN. And the exports are on the American or U.S.
value

Mr. Frues. Correct.

The CuamrmaN, Now, would that make any difference in this
comparison ¢ . :

r. FLues. No. Each, after all, is being expressed in American
dollars, each figure.
" The CHatrMAN. Arethey onan equal basis? S
_ Mr. Frues. The foreign values have been translated into ‘Anierican
dollars.. When the transaction is handled, it is converted atthat
time into American dollars at the official rate. ,
. The CuairmMAN. Now, there is one other question that I would like
to ask, and if you can’t answer it today you can answer it tomarrow

morning.. .. .. .. , ' S R
... Are ghere any American firms that have established businesses
abroad and shipped-back-into thie country -their- productst: -

}ff;,,.’:-‘éf,.(.}‘ e SR R
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Mr. Frues. Yes, tliere are a number that have done that.
..The. Ciamrman. They are getting concessions by reason of going
abroad in the field of taxation, and then by reason of the lower labor
rate abroad and lowering the tariff, they are able to ship back into
this country and compete with American industry, altgough they
are American companies, is that correct ? |
. Mr. Frues. They certainly have been shipping back to this country,
sir.

The CrarymaN. Have you got a list of those that do that ¢
. Mr. Frues. No,sir, I do not.

. The.Cuarraan. Could you explain to the committee or get some-
body to do it as to whether or not they do that by reason of any tax
advantages that these foreign companies receive as compared to
American companies?

© Mr. Frues. We will do our best to at the earliest practicable date.

The CuammaN. The reason I asked that question is that I think
the unemployment is one of the greatest dangers this country has,
and if we encourage American industry to go abroad and use the
cheap labor rates abroad, and then reduce the tariffs and have them
shipped back to this country and thereby deny this particular work
to the American worker, we certainly are going to increase the un-
employment, isn’t that right

Mr. Frues. That could be the result.

The Cramrman, Of course I recognize the right of the companies
to go abroad, but I think if there is any tax concession that entices
them to go abroad and send back goods to this country, that that
should be investigated. L )

. Mr. Frues. I understand that there is legislation pending now
tending to correct some of these situations abroad. I previously re-
ferred to the tax haven situation asone. : : '
- The CuamrMaNn. Is there any substantial shipments from abroad
from those American owned factories?

" Mr, Froes. Coming to this country, sir?

" The CHammaN. Coming to this country, yes.

Mr. FruEs. I have no figures on the size of those imports into the
United States from such sources. . -

Sendtor SmaTHErs. You can get that, can you not? Do not General
Motors and all these automobile companies have foreign subsidiaries
which ship back to the United States that which they manufacture
overseas? ’
.- (The following was later received for the record :)

Baports of U.8. companies abroad to the United States, by area 19‘57
- {Mtilions of dollars]

Ezport

Areas: T C ' . toUA.
.. Canada wa : ———— e mmm———————— -- 1,363
" Latin American Republics - ——
" ‘Western Hemisphere dependencies..... - -~ 114
0111 007 12 NSRRI -r . 195

T Afrfea.... ——— - A .- 104
Ao e, - 201
‘Oceanta i ———m—m e ——— 1T
International (ofl tanker services) . - : —-- 120
TOtAL. ks e mip b m it o i m i ! - etmnimmacnic. 8, T70

Nors.—Will not add to total due to ronndln;:.' '

Iz
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Mr. Frues. Senator, the advent of the compact car in the United
States has substantially halted the importation of foreign made auto-
mobiles. The only foreign company that has been able to do much
in the way of the foreign imported car is still the Volkswagen,

Senator SaaTHERs. Are you saying that there is no longer any
competition from foreign made cars?

Mr. Frues. There will always be competition. I imagine that they
will try to improve their export situation in order to create a big
demand on the American market.

Ser:lator SaaTHERS. I think the Volkswagen is pretty much foreign
owned.

I think what the chairman has reference to, isn’t it a fact that the
Chrysler Corp., for example, has an investment in an automobile
concern in Germany ?

Mr. FLues. Yes, and Ford has investments in England,. But those
foreign cars have been pretty well met in the competition by the com-
pact automobile.

Senator SaTHERS. Can you establish that fact?

Mr. Frues. Yes; we can establish that fact; we will be glad to give
you some figures on it.

There are some foreign cars, for instance sports cars, like the M@,
that have no competition in the United States because the American
manufacturers don’t produce a similar type of car. There is an
American market here, therefore, that is not met by anybody but this
foreign manufacturer.

But we will get these figures for you.

The Cuamman. Would it be possible to have them tomorrow
morning?

Mr. I‘gmms. We will do our very best, sir.

(The following was later received for the record:)

Imports of passenger automobdiles

Number of Value

sutomobiles
1950..... .- 668,070 | 734,016,974
1960. .... . .ee .- 442,622 | - 513,650, 137
1St 3monthsof 1960 .. ocuceocriiaciacrcicccancceccnsncnsacsascncannneas P, 177,027 196, 956,916
18t 3 ONLhS Of 19B]..cuuenen e ceccemcccmeceeccearaccncosacaansaacaancnnanaes 686,089 73, 561, 364

The CuamMAN. Understand, what the chairman has in mind is not

" g criticism of American industry going abroad. But it is a criticism

if by our own laws, tax laws and reductions of the tariff, we create
a situation whereby these American companies that go abroad can

- use cheap labor abroad and ship back into this country in unfair com-
" petition with American labor. :

That is what I have got in mind.

.- I submit for the record a letter and accompanying statement from
“Mr. S. G. Tipton, president of the Air Transport issoc
Tipton advocates an amendment which would make no change in the

iation. Mr,

present allowance on purchases in' Canada and Mexico but would
reduce from $500 to $200 the allowance on purchases elsewhere in the

IRV
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(The letter and statement follow:)

AIR TRANSPORT AGSOCIATION,
Washington, D.C., June 21, 1961.
Re H.R. 6611,
Hon, Harry F. BYRD,
Chairman, Commitiee on Finance,
U.S. 8enate,
Washingion, D.C.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: We wrote you on May 24 expressing some concern
that the House bill seemed to impose an unduly severe restriction in the amount
of duty-free goods returning residents might bring back into the United States.

The attached memorandum amplifies somewhat our views on this subject,
pointing out that in some respects it seems to work in the opposite direction of
the bill just passed by Congress, S. 610, encouraging foreign visitors to spend
nore money in the United States. The amendment we have suggested would
treat our next-door neighbors, Canada and Mexlico, as at present, while reduc-
ing the duty-free allowance on goods purchased elsewhere in the world.

We appreciate the committee’s continuing consideration of these views and
request that our memorandum be made a part of your record.

Very truly yours,
S. G. T1PTON.

The Air Transport Assoclation of America represents substantlally all of the
certificated scheduled airlines of the United States. Whether engaged in do-
mestic or foreign commerce, all of the airlines have a vital interest in the deter-
mination of government policy related to international travel.

The arlines are concerned about some of the effects of H.R. 6611 and object
to it in the form in which it was passed by the House. They recommend a modi-
fication of the bill,

If enacted in its present form, H.R. 6611 would reduce by 80 percent, the value
of purchases our returning residents are permitted to bring back from abroad
duty free. Under paragraph 1798 of the Tariff Act of 1930 as amended, return-
ing American residents are today permitted to dbring back personal possessions
purchased abroad valued up to $200 duty free once every 30 days if they are
absent from this country at least 48 hours. In addition, such returning residents
may claim an additional $300 duty-free allowance once every 6 months if they
are absent at least 12 days. Since the American tourist is not likely to take more
than one foreign trip In any one year, the combined $500 duty-free allowance is
usually available to him at one time.

H.R. 6611 in its present form would remove both the $200 and the $300 allow-
aace untit July 1, 1963, and would substitute in lieu thereof a $100 allowance for
all returning American residents who have been abroad at least 48 hours. The
purpose of this legislative proposal, as explained in House Report No, 384, is to
provide a temporary reduction from $500 to $100, in the amount of purchases
abroad that a returning resident of the United States may bring back into this
country free of duty, as part of & program to counteract our present unfavorable
balance-of-payments position. House Report No. 384 goes on to explain that
the reduced amount of tourist exemption called for by H.R. 6611 will, “still leave
the United States in the position of extending to its returning tourists more fa-
vorable duty free treatment of articles purchased abroad than do most other
countties of the world, and that the epactment of the bill will be of assistance
in the presént efforts to reverse the unfavorable balance-of-payments position
of the United States.”
~ In another such effort to curb the belance-of-payments deficit, Congress re-
cently favorably considered a’bill, 8. 610, to establish a U.S. travel service
for the purpose of encouraging increased travel to the United States by residents
of foreign countries. In order to carry out the purpose of this legislation, the
Secretary of Commerce was directed by Congress to, among other things,'con-
duct a comprehensive promotion program; to encourage the development of

" tourist facilities; and encourage the simplification, reduction, or elimination of

_barriers to travel, and the facilitation of international travel generally. .

""During the course of the hearings on the travel bill, 8. 810, éxpert witnesses

‘testifled at length ae to the urgent need for removing barriers to travel. Amongst

the various barriers mentioned in this connection were currency restrictions and
other related economic controls imposed by certain forelgn countries restricting

i .
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the travel of their citizens. There was general agreement that to persuade
foreign governmments to eliminiate or ease such restrictions, would be one of the
principal activities our Government should undertake to increase the flow of
travel to the United States.

While currency restrictions affecting travel to this country have been con-
siderably eased in recent years, much work remains to be done in order to per-
suade foreign governments to ease duty-free allowance restrictions.

In other words, while citizens of many foreign countries can acquire the neces-
sary exchange for a trip to the United States, restrictions are imposed on the
value of goods purchased here, or on specific American commodities, which they
may bring home without paying duty.

It would, therefore, seem inconsistent to so drastically reduce our own duty-
free alowance at & time when we are engaged in a program to promote and sthn.
ulate travel to the United States by citizens of other countries, and the purchase
of our goods by such foreign tourists, This is especially true if the pro-
posed reduced duty-free allowance contributes little toward a solution of our
balance-of-payments position.

The Bureau of Customs has indicated that less than 3 percent of all returning
American tourists in 1959 purchased articles abroad valued at more than $500,
and that less than 18 percent had purchases valued at wmore than $200. In
hearings before the House Appropriation Subcommittee on March § of this year,
the Bureau of Customs estimated that spending abroad may only be reduced
between $140 and $175 million if the allowance is cut to $100, and about $80 mil-
lion if the allowance is cut to $200. Customs officlals have reiterated that these
are estimates in every sense of the word, since no one is in a position to say
deﬂxl)étely el(:;) what extent spending abroad wlill be reduced if duty-free allowances
are lowered. ‘

While the question of duty-free allowances may warrant consideration at
this time, the reduction to $100 provided for in the House bill is rather severe,
both from the point of view of the American public and reaction abroad. We
urge the committee to consider the proposed reduction in the light of efforts
to liberalize similar foreign customs allowances in connection with the program
to promote travel to this country.

Current duty-free allowances here stem from legislation enacted in 1948 and
1949 for the purpose of encouraging foreign travel as well as to provide a
realistic dollar value allowance in terms of actual purchasing power. From
1897 to 1948, the duty-free allowance was $100—the same amount as is being
proposed today. If this amount was unrealistic in 1948 in terms of purchasing
power, it {8 even more so in 1961. Further, our national policy of encouraging
foreign travel by American citizens should not in any way be compromised unless
national security or national economic requirements far outweigh other public
considerations. ‘

We urge the committee to give consideration to the attached amendment
which would make no change in the present allowance on purchases in Canada
and Mexico but would reduce from $500 to $200 the allowance on purchases
elsewhere in the world for a 2-year period.

AIR TRANSPORT ASB0CTATION OF AMERICA,
Washingion, D.0., May 24, 1961,
Hon. HARRY I". BYRD,
Chairman, Commitiece on Finance,
U.8. Senate, Washingion, D.C.

DeAR MR, CHAIRMAN : It is our understanding that H.R. 6611, which passed
the House on May 17, has been referred to your committee. If enacted in its
present form, H.R. 6611 would reduce by 80 percent the value of purchases our
returning residents are permitted to bring back from abroad duty free.

Under paragraph 1798 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, returning Amer-
fcan residents are today permitted to bring back personal possessions purchased
abroad valued up to $200 duty free once every 80 days if they are absent from
this country at least 48 hours. In additlon, such returning residents may claim
an additional $300 duty-free allowance once every 8 months it they are absent
at least 12 days. Since the average American tourist is not likely to take more
than one foreign trip in any one year, the combined $500 duty-free allowance is
usually available to him at one time,

71484—01-—-—4¢
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Although the Bureau of Customs has indicated that less than 8 percent of
all returning Amerlenn tourlsts in 1069 purchased articles abrond valued at
more than 500, and that less than 13 percent had purchases valued at tmore
than $200, there are thuse who belleve that some temporary reduction In the
duty-free allowance might well contribute toward a solution of our balance-of-
payments problem,

However, In liearings before the House approprintions subcommittee, the
Burean of Customns cstimated that spending abrond may only be reduced he-
twveen $140 to $115 milllon If the allowance I8 cut to £100, and about $80 militon
it the allowance Is cut to $200. Customs officials have reiterated that there
aro estimates in every sense of the word, since no one Is fn a position to sny
definitely to what extent spending abrond will he reduced if duty-free allow-
ances are lowered. Furthermore, the Commlissioner of Customs hns indicated
that he will be required to sk Congress for an additional $1 million in order
to hire about 180 additional customs employees to carry out the provisions of

the House biil.
We agree that the matter of duty-free allowances may warrant considera-

tion at this time, but we are of the opinion that the reduction to $100 provided
for in the House bill is rnther severe, both from the point of view of the
Anmerlcan public and reaction abroad. Reaction abroad is particularly note-
worthy in this respect, since e are now engaged in a prograwm to protote
and stimulate travel to the Unlted States by citizens of other countries and
the purchase of our goods by such foreign tourists,

Current duty-free allowances stem from legislatlon enncted in 1948 and
109 for the purpose of encouraging foreign travel as well as to provide a
realistie dollar value allowance ih terms of actunl purcharing power. From
1897 to 1948, the duty-free allowance was $100—the spmme nmount as 18 Lelng

roposed today. We submit that If this amount was unrealistic in 1948, it
8 even mote so in 1061,

We urge the committee to reconsider the reductton proposed by the House
and, In the event some temporary reduction is determined necessary, to give
constderation to the amendment contained in the attachment.

Very truly yours, G. TiPTON

PrOPOSED AMENRDMENT TO THE TARIFF AOT

That paragraph 1708(c) (2) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.8.0,
1201, par. 1708(c) (2) ), is amended by striking out “$300 in addition, {f such
person” in subdivision (B) and inserting in lleu thereof “300 in addition, if
such person arrives from a contiguous country before July 1, 1043, or $300 in
addition, if such person arrives from any country on or after July 1, 1963,
and in either case he ¢ * +"

The Chair will have to go to the floor because there is o bill pend-
ing from the Finance Committee. And we will recess until 10 o’clock

tomorrow morning. .
(Whereupon, at 12:30 p.m,, the committee recessed, to reconvene

at 10 a.m,, Friday, June 23, 1961.)
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FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1961

U.S. SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D.C.

The committes met, pursuant to notice, at 10:10 a.m., in room 2221,
New Senate Oftice Building, Hon. H’arry F. Byrd (chairman)
presiding.
B Proseznt: Senators Byrd, Kerr, Douglas, Williams, Carlson, and

ennett.

Also present : Elizabeth B, Springer, chief clerk.

The Citamrman. The committee will come to order.

Mr. Flues, will you continue reading your manuscript.

STATEMENT OF HON. A. GILMORE FLUES, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF THE TREASURY; ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID B. STRUBINGER,
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS—Resumed

Mr. Frues. In general, the $100 exemption provided for in the
proposed bill is far more generous than that ]f)rovided for by other
.countries for their returning residents. Duty-free allowances in the
European countries which grant them range from $12 to $50. In
Latin America the usual range is from $50 to $100. Canada grants
‘$100 every 4 months—as compared with our proposed $100 every 30
days. (Canada grants an additional $200 every 12 months but onl
with respect to Canadians returning home from outside of the Nort
American Continent.)

Of course, one cannot be generous, as we have been, over a period
.of years without getting peogle used to such generosity and coming
to ex?ect it as a matter of right, Consequently, you are likely to hear
complaints that the return to a $100 exemption after 13 years of more
luxurious treatment will cause hardship.

But no traveler to foreign lands can claim he has an inherent right
to purchase large amounts of merchandise, which shall be duty free,
-especially when those who stay at home—whether they travel within
the United States or stay in one place—must pay duty on everything
they import. . We figure that the average rate of duty charged re-
turning tourists on what is brought in over the exemption is about
15 percent. This means that with a $100 exemption the tourist can
bring back $500 worth of personal purchases if he pays about $60 in
duty. I do not see why, under the circumstances we have before us
.today, he should not be asked to pay the $60 in duty if he wants to
mmake these purchases. .. : . .~ . . C “i r
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Indeed, our figures show that well over 90 percent of returning
tourists claim $200 or less in exemption. Their sacrifice, there-
fore, on passage of this legislation would average $15 per person if
th(iy urchased abroad up to this top $200 figure.

o not feel this is a very large sacrifice to ask of persons who are
fortunate enough to afford a trip abroad, especially when viewed
against the background of the other exg)enses of such a trip.

Furthermore, well over 50 percent of our returning tourists bring
in not more than $100 of foreign purchases. They are not called upon
by this bill to make any sacrifice at all.

We still have a balance-of-payments situation that must be brought
under control. Here is one method that can help. I recommend
that it be so used.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Cuamrman. Thank you.

Any questions?

Senator CarLsoN. Just one or two thoughts, Mr. Chairman.

I believe you just stated that 90 percent of these tourists bring
in $200 or less; and 50 percent, $100 or less; and, therefore, the 50
percent would not be affected at all by this bill ¢

Mr. Frugs. Yes, sir.

Senator CarrsoN. Under the proposal it is $100, as I read the bill,
‘if you are out 48 hours, is that correct ?

r. FLues. That is correct. :

Senator CarLsoN. What would you think if we tried to—if the com-
mittee should decide to increase this to $200 providing they stayed
7 or 10 or a certain number of days, and not leave it at just the one
figure, $100 for 48 hours; what would happen?

Mr. Frues. As I understand your question you are asking what
would be the results if we were to cut the figure down only to $200
rather than to $100; is that it ?

Senator CarLsoN, Well, my thought is that these folks that go over
and stay for some lengtfl of time, spend considerable money over
there, they are willing to spend it, whether they bring it back in

oods or not, and I do not think, just reading the statistics, that this
$100 to $200 increase for these people that stay a certain length of
time would make much difference in the balance of payments.

- That was my point in raising this.

Mr. Frues. Well, sir, if we had an exemption of $200 rather than
the $100, roughly, this would cut down on the number of conserved
dollars, as we may call them, by approximately 50 percent.

_This would be 50 percent, let us say, of the figure of $167 million,
which Senator Bennett calculated yesterday on his statistics, or 50
percent of the area in which we calculated it—between $145 million
‘and $175 million. o . o

Roughly, it would cut down that amount by 50 percent. So (fou
c¢an say that somewhere between $85 million and $80 million would be
cconserved in dollars if we were to have the exemption figure of $200
rather than $100. , L N -

. . Senator Carrson, I agree with you, ﬁr Flues, that would be true.

But, as I see it, if a person can spend 48 hours'over there and bring
backgloo worth of goods, and he has to spend 30 days in order to bring
back $200, the difference in the balance of payments is that the man

. i
:
f
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spends money over there for 30 days, as distinguished from the man
who stays over there for 48 hours, in addition to this $100 worth of
goods tl&at he brings back. That is the point I can’t quite get clear in
my mind. ~

Senator BENNETT. Are you through?

Senator CarLsON. Yes.

Senator BENNETT. Just to clear up one little problem that remained
in my mind after yesterday’s discussion, if an American resident of El
g’a(slo go?es across the bridge to Juarez, is he now limited to $100 every

O0days

l\Ir).,FLUES. That is correct, under the new bill.

Under the present law, it is $200.

Senator BENNETT. Every 30 days?

Mr. Frues. Every 30 days; yes, sir.

Senator BENNETT. Now, I have only crossed that bridge once, but
I was very interested to see that nobody seemed to stop and date any-
thin%. I had the impression that peogle could go across the bridge
and buy what they wanted unless they brought back $200 worth, they
just passed through.

q And hgw do the customs people know that this man was there 20
ays ago
o names are taken.

Mr. FLues. Well, of the millions of people that pass back and forth

across the borders of Mexico and Canada, and the number is approxi-
mately 100 million per year—Customs by its examination of people,
of the declarations which are filed, has figured out that only about 1
million of that 100 million are in the category of tourists. These are
the people that go across the borders to buy something and bring it
back into the United States.
- Obviously, with the tremendous flow of people back and forth across
the borders, customs has a tremendous d)ob of sorting these people
out. But they do the best they can. - And their experience has shown
pretty well that their calculations are correct. ‘

Senator BENNETT. As I remember it, when I crossed the border to
Canada and came back, I had to go through the same routine as when'I
went abroad to Europe, I had to have a health certificate, and I had
to have—I don’t think I had to have a passport, did I¢

Mr. Frues. No.

Senator BENNETT. No, I didn’t have to have a passport, but I went
through customs, but when I crossed the-bridge into Juarez I was
just one of a line that finally passed a window, and nobody stopped to
ask me for any documentsor anything;’

Now, it seems to me that this must be a situation in which people can
go back and forth freely and nobody knows whether it is one day or
20 days since they went over there. ,

Mr. Frues. Senator, you are an honest man, and you look like an
honest man. The customs people have a pretty good size-up on those
who seek to abuse the privilege. :

Senator DoucLas. What 1s the mark of an honest or dishonest man {

Mr. Frues. 1“11‘5:!‘,(,1 a man who is trying to abuse his rights does it
more than once, and quickly acquires & record of this kind of thing.
And from that point on, customs has him indexed and is looking for
him when he crosses the border. ' :

B LN

i
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Senator BeNNETT. That isall, Mr. Chairman. -

" Senator Carrson. I should state there, Mr. Chairman, that having
flown and landed coming out of Mexico into the United States you
do fo through customs, and the regular procedure when you are ff)_'mg
and land in a ¥lane and come across the horder that way. I might
have been one of the sus%cious characters. )

The CamaaN. Mr. Flues, as I understand it, this duty of 15 per-
cent will bring in a revenue, you estimate, of $25 million, is that
correct {

Mr. FruEs. No, sir.

Senator BENNETT. That was my estimate, Mr. Chairman,

The Cuamman. I say, the difference between the $100 and $500 of
duty free, by having it $400, you pay the duty, it brings in a revenue
of $25 million, is that correct?

Senator BENNETT. May I reply tothat?

The Cuamman. That is what I understood you to say yesterday.

Senator BENNETT. Because I produced the ﬁ%ure of $25 million.

If you take the $167 million that represents the amount that would
come in over the $100 exemption, and calculate that at an average
duty of 15 percent, you get a $25 million revenue that would
{)roduced if people did the same amount of purchasing under a new

aw that they did under the onlf law and brou%ht in the same amount.

The CnamrMaNn. The point I am making, I don’t care about the
amount, is that that has nothing to do with the balance of payments,
because that $25 million that was paid was paid in this country.

Mr. Frues. That is correct.

The CramMaN. Now, you depend on the balance of payments, help-
ing the balance of payments on this 15 percent to purchasers abroad
up to $500, is that correct #

Mr. Fr.ues. Yes, sir. :

The CuamMan, Of course, it seems to me that there are a good
many ifs in that.

Now, the 15 percent, is that an average—here is a watch that I
bought in Switzerland last July; it isa very fine watch and very cheap
according to the prices here—I could have afforded to pay 25 or 30
percent on this watch and bring it in.

Mr. Frues. That is the average, Mr. Chairman.

The CratrmMAaN. What is the duty on watches?

Mr. Frues. This is a very complicated tariff, Mr. Chairman.
Watch movements over 17 jewels are assessed $10.75 each. Cases are
assessed at 10 cents each, Elus 25 percent ad valorem. :

The CramrMaN. In other words, the duty is fixed by what is in
the watch? .

Mr. Frues. Yes, sir. ‘ .

The Cuamrman. I only make that point because I think that we
should understand it clearflfy that so far as the balance of payments
are concerned, the only effect of the legislation you propose is to
deter American tourists from buying abroad above $100. —

Mr. FLues. Mr. Chairman, that is corregt. : i
$.13‘011;3 CrAmMAN. By reason of the fact that they pay a duty above

Mr. Frugs. Correct. That is one method to conserve these dollars

and keep them in this country. e
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The Cuatraan. The fact that you get a revenue from this duty has
nothing to do with the balance of payments? :

Mr. Frues. That is true, sir.

The CuarrMaN. Thank you very much, Mr. Flues. i .

The next witness is the Honorable Edwin M. Martin, Assistant

Secretary of State.

STATEMENT OF HON. EDWIN M. MARTIN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF STATE : .

Mr. MarmiN. I am Edwin M. Martin, Assistant Secretary of State
for Economic Affairs. ‘ ) )

I have a very brief statement, if I might read it, Mr. Chairman.

Reduction of the duty-free exemption of returning U.S. residents
was proposed to hel a{leviate the unfavorable balance-of-payments
position of the United States. ) i

The duty-free exemption of returning U.S. residents, as provided
for in the Tariff Act of 1930, was originally $100 but was raised to
$400 in 1948 and to $500 in 1949 as one of the many measures taken
by the United States to assist foreign countries in earning dollars at
it time when they were undergoing serious balance-of-payments prob-
ems. :

It is only reasonable that the exemption sheuld be lowered at this
time as a possible aid in meeting our balance-of-payments problem.

H.R. 6611 would make such a reduction for a period of 2 years,
at which time its effect or need could be reviewed.

Some countries have evidenced their concern that this bill will af-
fect tourist travel to their countries. It should be emphasized that
the bill is not intended to reduce the number of Americans traveling
abroad. In fact, it is not expected that the bill will, in any way,
affect the number of American tourists going abroad. But the re-
duction in the duty-free allowance of returning U.S. residents is ex-
pected to affect their expenditures for personal purchase of goods.
to be brought to the United States. -

Even at the reduced level of $100, the U.S. duty-free allowance is
more liberal than the allowance of most other countries. In response
to a circular instruction from the Department which was transmitted
to all Foreign Service posts on December 6, 1960, the Department
learned that only about a half-dozen countries have a duty-free allow-
ance which might exceed $100. ' SR
ﬁli‘lorG gllula above reasons, the Department supports the -enactment of

Also, Mr, Chairman, I was asked yesterday to provide information
on two points. (See pp. 19 and 20 for previous discussion and
ret}uest.) a 2 '

don’t know whether you would like mie to read that into the
record at this time or not, ‘ ‘ ' ‘
" The CHAIRMAN. What were the points? ‘ -
_Mr. Marrin. One was the question of what is the tourist exem
K;it\"lrhich now applies to returning residents 6f the Netherlan
1lles. R ' R oo
" The other was the same. guest‘ion as applied to thie Bahamas.
. ‘The CHAIRMAN. Just read'it intherecord, ™ . . - . .~
Mr. MarTIN. I have been told to indicate what we now know.
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We are informed by our consulate in Curacao that at present there
is no duty-free allowance for returning residents in the statutes, but
customs officials are extremely liberal in their interpretation of the
laws and regulations,

Many items are admitted free, but duty is generally assessed on
liquor, cigarettes, and unaccompanied baggage.

ith respect to the Bahamas, I regret to say that we have some-
what conflicting information.

According to the British Embassy here, there is no specific exemp-
tion for returning residents, but they may bring in small quantities of
liquor, cigarettes, and perfume duty-free.

On the other hand, from other information given us, it is indicated
that in fact there is a tourist exemption of about $200 a year.

I would expect this is like a %ood many other cases in which there
is a general law or regulation, but customs officials have or exercise,
or both, considerable discretion, and it is difficult to be precise about
what is happening.

Senator Douaras. What about Bermuda {

Mr. MarTIN. I do not have information on Bermuda.

I do not know whether the Treasury does or not, they have those
statistics,

Senator Douaras. Mr. Flues has just given & memorandum to me
saying there is no exemption on Bermuda.

fx. MarTIN. That would be consistent with what I know.

I don’t know if it is correct.

But if Mr. Flues has that information, I am sure it is,

Senator BeNNETT. One British area—I don’t know how to describe
it—has no exemption, but permits the officers to use their judgment.
Maybe that is done in hermuda, too,

Mr, MarTIN. That is possible. -

I haven’t had experience there for a great many years.

The CHAIRMAN. Any questions?

Senator Douglas?

Senator Douaras. Mr. Martin, you feel very strongly that although
the proposed rule would be of some inconvenience to tourists, it is
in the national interestt

Mr. MarTIN. Yes, sir.

Senator Douvaras. Now, do you place any restrictions on the amoant
of foreign commodities which members of the State Department can
bring in duty-freef o

Mr. Mar7iN. There are certain restrictions, I am not sure I am
familiar with all the details, there is, of course, a limit to the weight
which can be brought in and paid for by the Government.

Senator DoucLas. Isthere any limit to the value?

Mr. MarTIN. Thereis no limit as such to the value.

Senator Douceras. So it would be possible for a State Departmen
official to bring in large quantities of liquor, aﬁeﬁt many boxes of
cigars, oriental prints, persian rugs, Louis furniture, and
so forth, duty free? : g ‘

Mr. Marmin. I don’t think it is quite the same for all articles.

By arrangements with the Treasu?, I was going to add, with re-

t to liquor, tobacco groducts, and automobiles, there are special
limitations placed upon State Department personnel as well as others.

! ' !
/
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Senator Dougras. Can State Department personne] bring in auto-
mobiles duty free?

Mr. MarTiN, Only if title has been taken and has been utilized
abroad. In other words, they can’t have them shipped to them in this
country.

Senator Douaras. Suppose a car has been purchased abroad and
driven once, can it be brought in duty free? '

Mr. MarTIN. It is my understanding that it can.

Senator Dougras. Do you think that is proper?

Mr. MarTIN. It hasbeen felt so. Itdependson—- ‘

Senator Douaras. You say the restriction should be placed upon
American citizens. Should you have privileges given to Government
personnel which you don’t accord to the rest of the citizens?

Mr. MarmiN. I think you should add that as part of the balance-
of-payments program the State Department has now amended its
regulations so that foreifgn cars cannot be brought in on Government
transportation, that is, the individual has to pay his own transporta+
tion costs.

Senator Doucras. But they can be brought in duty free

Mr. MarTIN. They can be brought in duty free.

S'enator DoucgrLas. And is it not true that a great many of them
are . _
Mr. MarTIN. Many have been in the past, but having to pay the
transportation costs, I don’t think this will any longer be the case.
Transportation costs are equally as important as the duty in many
cases, '

Senator CarLsoN. Are they more important to a Government official
the transportation charge, to a Government official, than to a tourist {

Mr. MarTIN. I wouldn’t think so. The same charges are involved;
it costs the same.

Senator Douaras. The tourist pays both, doeshe not{

Mr. MarTIN. He will at the present time; yes.

Senator Douaras. And the State Department person doesnotf?

Mr. Marmin. I would f)oint out, as I think Mr. Flues mentioned,
that this exemption is on available to people who stay abroad for a
certain period of time and may have a requirement to purchase a car
abroad to satisfy a transportation need. American cars abroad are
veg expensive,

enator Douaras. But a State Department employee can buy a
car, drive it once, and bring it back duty freef :

Mr. MarTIN. I have no evidence that that is 8 common practice.

Senator Douagras. Isn't that a frequent practice? ‘

Mr. Mar1In. I have no evidence to indicate how frequent it is.

Senator Douaras. Isn’t this & matter of common knowledge?

Mr. MarTIN. It is not as far as I am concerned. ‘ ’

Senator Douaras. Havmou made any estilmate of the average
value of goods brought back by officials of the State Department?

Mr. MarmiN, No, sir. I would point out that in your illustration
you mentioned antiques, Louis I chairs, and so forth. It is my
understanding that true antiques and works of art are duty free in

angcase. o o o
~ Senator Doveras. Say imitations, then, Chippendale. - -

A 4
- a

B R g S



54 DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE OF RETURNING RESIDENTS

Mr, Marrin, Imitations nre another mattor.,  Of course, they don’t
have the snme value in this country for resale if that is what you are
concerned with,

Senator Dovatas, Avethay duty freef

Mr, Marrin. No, sir, but thoy don’t have the value for resale,

Senator Dovaras. T knew, but do not State Department personnel
bring them in duty freet

Muv. MarnnN, Yes, for their personal use,

Senator Dovaras, Fven though such goods have not been wsed
abroad !

Mr. Marmin, T believe the understanding is that thoy have been
used and they are for their personal uso,

Senator Dovanas, Personal use in this conntry ¢

Muv. Martin, In thiscountry, yea.

Senator Douvuras. 18 it required that they have been used abroad?

Mr. Martiv, T am afraid I can't answer that question. I will
have to secure the information, -

Senator Dovaras. Will you supply it for the vecord?

Muv. Marmn, Ishall,

(Thoe following was later received for the rocord :)

Duty-free entry is accorded both the used nnd uhused effects of 8tato Depart-
ment personnel returning from an extended oversens assignment provided tho
effecta are not being imported for resale or for the account of another person.
The regulationa which apply to the entry of such effects are summarized in a
mewmorandum which has been Inserted at a subsequent point in Mr, Martin's
teatimony.

Senator Dovanas. What are the travel regulations on State Depnrt-
ment personnel going to and coming froni this country? Are they
limited to using American ships and American nirlines?

Mr. Maruin, At the present time, they are limited to American
ships and airlines uuless there is an overriding reason or public in-
terest why a travelor has to be in a particular place at & particular
time and there are no American ships or airlines which can get him
thore; otherwise there is no exemption.

Senator Doveras. When did this go into effect ?

Mr. MarmiN. Tho order has been in effect with respect to ships for
s number of years, and it went into effect with respect to airlinesas a
part of this balance of payments operation last fall.

- Senator Dovaras. How stringently is this enforced ¥

Mr. Marmin. My impression is quite stringently.

Senator Douaras. Quite stringently ¢

Mr. MarTIN. Yes, sir.

Senator Dovaras. Are you in charqe, or is the Under Secretary for
Administration responsible for travel orders and transportation t

Mr. MarmiN. It is under Administration, ;

- Senator Douagras. You have nothing to do with that?

- Mr.Maxrin. Not directly; no, sir. . ‘ ,
- Senator Dovaras. What are the provisions regarding first-class
passage compared to second-class p: or ordinary cabin trans-
portation on boats, and regarding first-class compared to tourist travel
on airlinest ,

Mr. MarmiN. I am not an expert on this, and I would like to be able
to examine the record. But it is my understanding that Congress

]
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has required that flrst-class passage be provided on boats, With re-
spoct. to airlines-—-

Senator Douvaras. For all memnboers of the State Department

Mr. Manrin, 1 beliove so.

Senator Dovaras, I think that is correct. )

Now, let me usk you this: How many classes are there in the State
Department, Ioreign Service classes

1. Mannrin, Foreign Service classes, there are 10,

Sonator Dovaras. A class 10 Foreign Service officer would corre-
spond to nsecond lioutenant in the Army

Mr. ManriN, I would suppose roughly, sir, yes,

Senator Dovaras, Or would he rank close to a warrant officer

Mr., MarriN, Roughly— I don’t really know that it is comparable—
I would sny the lowest Foreign Service class is comparable to a sec-
ond licutennnt, and probably not comparuble to the warrant officer,
it is above that rank,

Senator Dovaras, Now, he would be entitled to first-class trans-
portation '

Mr, Mannin, On board ship. On aircraft, there have been new
regulations. I am not sure of the details, But tourist class is now
required on trips below a certain number of hours,

onator Douaras. Since Congressmen are sometimes accused of
traveling luxuriously, I might say that I make it a practice wherever
I can to travel tourist class or coach class on aiT anes. So I don’t
want you to think that I am urging something that I don’t do myself.

Classes I, II, and III, which I support would correspond to lieu-
tonant general, major general, and brigadier general, would cer-
tainly be entitled, because of the dignity of their office, to first-class
travel. But I doubt whether it is sound practice to have this right
to firat-cluss travel extend to the lower ranks of the State Department.

Now, I have been tHuietly trying to effect changes in this for years,
but I can find no evidence that the State Department has moved the
slightest in the matter.

r. Marrin. I might point out, Senator, if I may, that 2 years ago

I was traveling with a party, the other members of which were on

military orders, I was a class I officer. 'We flew back from Madrid

to New York and we were separated because I could only travel tour-

ist class while their orders provided first class. Under State Depart-
ment rules I could only travel tourist, ‘ g

Senator Douaras. I congratulate whoever wrote your orders in that

ect, - '

- Mr, MarTin. Itisthe sametoday. ‘ :

Senator Douoras, I think the military also abuses this rincig]e
too huch. ‘But I think there is a great field for economy here, if I
may say 8o, and I do not think Government personnel have taken this
seriously. = ° ' T N :

Now, we are asking sacrifices from the civilian population, and very
properfy s0. But it is a good rule that you cannot ask sacrifices from
others with good conscience unless you practice it yourself. -

- I want to urge very stroer(ligiy, first, that travel on foreign boats and
foreign airlines be restricted as much as possible, and, second, that for
the lower grades of the Foreign Service the right to unlimited first-
class travel be done away with. And in a similar fashion, I would say
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that when they move from place to place, people in the lower grades
should go to second-class hotels wherever practical. I follow that
p:sctioe myself—not hotels of the first order, but hotels of the second
order.,

Mr. MarTiN. Of course, this is & matter which is taken out of their
own pockets, because they get a per diem, and they have to pay for it
themselves, but I will be glad to convey this information to those who
are responsible,

Senator Douoras. I think you should scrutinize very carefully the
rulings about amounts which can be brought back to see if there are
abuses which can be checked and reduced. _

Mr. MarriN, Thank you. A

Senator Douaras. And one trouble, I think, is that Congressmen
frequently travel more luxuriously abroad than they should. Partly,
this is our own fault, and partly this happens because members of the
State Department, when we write nhead for accommodations, always
insist on putting us up at first-class hotels, and then you have to in-
sist in order to get in second-class hotels.

The CHAIRMAN, Any other questions?

Senator Winuiams., Mr. Martin, would you have any objections to

this bill being amended to include the State Department officials on
the same terms as you lay down for other tourists?
- Mr. MarTIN, Insofar as they are traveling as tourists, I think,
without oonsultingBmy superiors, my personal reaction would be, we
wouldn’t object. But insofar as our people are ]ivingeabroad and
coming back from residence, I think there are a number of special
problems involved in bringing back things for their own use.

Senator WirLrams. I recognize that. But could you not put the
burden of proof on them to prove that it was not being brought back
just for resale in contemplating of coming back

Mr. MarTiN. I think that is certainly worth careful study to see
whether that can be worked out and enforced.

Senator WiLL1ayms. Would you furnish & memorandum to the com-
mittes about the advisability

Mr. MarTiN, I certainly will,

(The following was later received for the record:)

MEMORANDUM ON IMPORTATION OF Kerrors BY STATE DEPARTMENRT PERSONNEL

The household and personal effects of Forelgn Service personnel returning to
the United States from extended oversea assignments are granted free entry
into the United States under the provisions of Public Law 1268 (84th Cong.) and
amendments thereto. This law is also ap?llcable to any employee of the U.8,
Government returning his effects to the United States under Government orders
following an extended foreign assignment.

- There is no limitation on the value of the effects which may be imported duty

free under Public Law 126, Establishment of such a limitation on the value
would pose many problems with regard to administration and enforcement.
Returning Government employees are subject to the same quantitative limitations
as American tourists with regard to the importation of liquor and tobacco. The
Department of State has recently amended its regulations governing the ship-
ment of personal property of employees to provide that alcoholic beverages in
excess of one wine gallon per traveler may not be forwarded through official
channels. Employees are required to arrange clearance personally, or through
customs brokers, paying duty and internal-revenne tax as assessed by customs
officials. The regulation is quoted for the eolmmlttee’a {nformation ;"

4
i
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“Section 19 (OFR 54.2(c)) (see 1 F'SM III 156.21) provides for importation
free of duty of one wine gallon of alcoholic beverages for each traveler. All
personnel are hereby notified that henceforth alcoholic beverages in excess of
one wine gallon per traveler are not to be combined with household effects for
shipment against travel orders,

“Alcoholic beverages in excess of one wine gallon per person shall be for-
warded through commercial channels and not in care of dispatch agencies.
Owners will be responsible for clearance and payment of import duties as well
as Federal and State taxes to the customs authorities without the assistance of
dispatch agencles.,

“Dispatch agencles will assume that household effects shipments contain not
more than the legal limit of alcoholic beverages and will arrange customs clear-
ance on this basis. Certificates covering alcohollc beverage content of ship-
ments, therefore, will no longer be required.

“It 18 important to nobte, however, that U.8. customs authorities reserve the
right to examine all shipments entering the United States. If a shipment is found
to contain alcoholic beverages exceeding the legally authorized quantity of one
wine gallon per traveler, the owner will be subject to penalties prescribed by
law. The Department will take no action to assist the employee in such cir-
cumstances and will be obliged to cooperate fully with the prosecuting authori-
ties. In addition, the Department of State may impose administrative penalties
against any employees who violate this regulation.” '

State Department employees returning from temporary duty abroad are sub-
ject to the same regulations as American tourists with regard to the importation
of effects.

The State Department has recently amended its regulations, as quoted below,
to prohibit shipment at Government expense of foreign-manufactured automo-
biles purchased after March 1, 1961 :

“No foreign made motor vehicle purchased by employees (or thefr dependents)
of the Department of State, USIA or ICA on or after March 1, 1961, shall be

transported at Government expense to or from the United States, between posts '

or, (lln the case of Service separation, to the employee's designated place of
residence.

“An exception to this prohibition will be in cases where it 18 established that
adequate facilities do not exist at the new post of assignment for the maintenance
and repair of motor vehicles produced and assembled in the United States. When
such a condition exists at a post, a full report of the circumstances shall be sub-
mitted to the Department by February 1, 1961. Personnel, however, will be
authorized to transport to their next post of assignment at Government expense
the foreign made motor vehicle they owned. and operated while assigned to such
a post. Particular care should be taken to include offices not co-located with a
regular diplomatic or consular establishment. This information will be con-
solidated and distributed to all posts for the guldance of personnel. A negative
report ls not required.

“When a forelgn vehicle is to be shipped, appropriate notation will be re-
quired on the travel order that the vehicle was acquired prior to March 1, 1961,
or that the point of origin or destination is included in the list promulgated
by the Department as not having maintenance or repair facilities for motor
vehicles of U.8. manufacture.”

Although this regulation was designed primarily to reduce gold outfiow, it
serves the dual purpose of discouraging purchase of foreign-made automobiles
immediately prior to an employee’s return to the United States.

The Department’s regulations covering free entry of effects into the United
States cite the provisions of Public Law 126 and the regulations pursuant thereto
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, including the following: “The
privilege (free entry) does not apply to articles imported for sale, or for the
aceount of any person not specified in the act.” The Department intends to
strengthen this regulation in accordance with the committee’s findings and
recommendations. - :

Senator WirLiaMs. Perhaps this has nothing to do with it, but do
ou think our buying molasses from Castro has any effect on our
lance of payments in general? Should we do something about it?
Mr. MarmiN. This has been commented on from higher quarters.
I think it does have an effect on our balance of payments. Anything
we buy abroad does.
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Senator WirniaMs, Do you think something shiould be done in con-
nection with that{

Mr. Magmin, I think something is going on at the present time in
connection with that particular transaction,

Senator Wirtiams. About stopping the buying of Cuban products?

Mr. MagrmiN. More in respect to this particular transaction, The

uestion of stopping buying Cuban products is a matter which I think
the President has to decide. .

Senator Wirntiams, Apgroximately, today, what is our trade with
Cuba amounting to n month

Mr. Marmin, T would like, again, to have the chance to check the
figures. My recollection is that on the basis of the first t}:mrter figures
the annual average was running $30 to $40 million each way. DBut 1
would like to check that. I don’t know offhand whether that is right,
but that is my recollection.

Senator Kerr, In that regard, will you furnish comparable figures
for a year ago for the four quarters of last year as well as the first
quarterof thisyear?

Mr. Marrin. I would be very glad to, sir.

Senator Wintiams. And break them down for commodities.

I would appreciate it. ‘

Mr. MarTiN, Insofaras wehavethe data, yes.

Senator WiLLIAMs. As nearas you have it.

(Tho following was later received for the record :)

Quarterly and ycarly U.S. imports from Cuda, 1960 and 18t quarter, 1961
{In thousands of dollars and by commodjty subgroups)

1960
Subgroup and description ,tset qllsao'l“
ubgroup P Iy
st ol 34 {th Totsl
quarter | Quarter { quarter | quarter
00 Animals and products, odible......... 1,084 318 1,290 900 39,502 876
0 Animals and products, inedible....... 398 4“4 2t 184 1,217 122
1 Vegelables and products, edible....... 05,377 | 133,140 | 38818 4,419 1 270,401 2,053
Vegutables and preparations...... 843 (804} aQw (mz 8, 124)
Fruits and preparations........... L2} @1D] (3] (1,009 6, 609
Cocon, 00Toe, 8Nd 108..cnmaeenenea)inenruanna 40 (459) ) (357; (21
Suear, theludine molasses. ... ... (00,018} (128, 994 (35,831  (2,874)| (257,514 (1, 520)
2 Vegetables and ucts, inedible. ... 7,338 7,720 8, G838 7,818 ,288 1 © 6,667
bacco and manufactures (7,328 (7,608 (8,623)] (7,439)| (81,042 (6,687)
3 Textile ibers and manufactures 870 948 541 144 2, 500 C 49
4 Wood and paper products. ...... 36 8 6 18 63 8
5 Nonmetalito minerals....... 402 b 14 21 18 468 8
8 Metals and manufactures... 9, 502 3, 804 13, 418 3,165 a7,8394§ 383
Ferroalloys, ores, 4. . .cvvecannans (504 (F15) (582) (33) 1,412 111
Copper and manufactures 1,161 343 (287; .......... 3, 791 208
Nickel and manufactures.... , 733, 1,1 (11,816 (3,000)] (232,498)|.........
7 Machinery and vehicles......... (4 93 133 24 2376 13
8 Chemicals and rclated produc 1,171 1871 14 31 1,533 2
9 Miscellaneous. ... . coiiaaiicnnans 048 907 | - - 60t 418 2,871 288
Total, all SULGTOUPS. weuevenccananne 17,150 { 148,599 | 63,658 15,811 | 343,316 11,481
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. Quarterly and ycarly U.S. exporis to Ouba, 1860 and 1at quartcr, 1961
{In thousands of dollara and by cotnmodity subgroups

1060
8ub d doscript! AR
ubgroup an ption ] ,
' Ist | 2d ad 4th Totnl
quarter | quurter | quarter ! quarter
00  Animals and products, edible.......... 7,804 8,816 7 6,036 | 29,923 8,177
0 Animnls and products, inedible....... 899 388 472 140 1,80 {..........
1 Vegetablo products, e(‘lblo .......... 17,078 18,601 0,299 8,123 001 (.}
3 Vegotable products, inedjblo.......... 2,260 2, 301 2,457 1,200 8,320 H
3 Textlle fiber and manufnctures 4,177 8, 280 4,384 788 14, 599 12
4 Wood and PaPOT. e i vaveneccnncmaan 4,802 8,137 4,72 1, 748 17,101 17
8 Nomretollfe minerals.. ... .coveeae. 3,472 3,477 1,608 967 9,612 178
6 Metals and nvetal manufactures....... 4,813 4,888 .2, 908 047 13,046 ]
.7 Muchinery and vobloles.....ccaaveaa.. 13,302 8,818 10, 107 3,016 36,233 464
8 Chamljenls and rolated prodncts....... R T8 11,390 , 231 4, 52t 33,874 1,480
Maedicinals and pharthacoutienls..| (2,380)] (3,323) (g: 734) 1,386) (0,802)] (1,452)
0 Miscellaneous...cceveccercenccnasaceas 2,536 3,181 18t 018 8,763 22
Total, all subgroups. . ... desamasaune 70,718 69, 830 88,020 26,100 | 221,374 9,280

Sourco: OMelnl atatistics of the U.8. Departmont of Commerco.

The CrrairmMan. Senator Carlsont

Senator CarLson. Qur contributions to the United Nations in sub-
stantial funds that naturally get out into other countries, what effect
does that have on the balance of payments ’

Mr. MAarTIN. Insofar as our aid money is made available through
international organizations like the United Nations, we have no trade
requirements which demand that the money be spent in the United
States. Some of it is and some of it isn’t. 1t is a little hard to track
down, when the United Nations is taking funds from a variety of
countries, whose money is being spent where.,

We do get an appreciable proportion of United Nations aid money
spent back in the United States, but I could not give you an exact

re. 4
gélenator CarrsonN. Do we get substantial sums of U.S. money spent
in other countries? '

Mr. MARTIN. Yes, sir.

?enator CarrsoN. Do you have any idea as to the amount that might

Mr. MarTiN. I really couldn’t tell you about the United Nations.
For the same reason, I can’t tell ﬁou how much is spent in the United
States; I can’t tell you how much is spent elsewhere. You just can’t
track down and identify where U.S. money in particular is spent, be-
cause it is mixed up with other money from other countries when it
is actually spent. | .
Senator Kxerr. If you could determine either question it would an-
swer the other, would it not ? : ‘
Mr. MarTIN. That is right, sir. .
Senator WrLrLrayms. To the extent that any of our lending programs
are loaned in the form of dollars repayable in the currencies of re-
-spective countries, that results in & complete loss as far as the balance
of payments is concerned, does it not? C '

~ Mr. MarTin. No, sir. At the present time, we are requiring with
Tespect to nearly all such loans that the proceeds be spent in the
United States, so that the money doesn’t leave this country.

My e B VEe DT T
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Senator WirLiamMs, Are you making that requirement on all such
loans from the Development Loan Fund, and so forth?

Mr. MarTiN. Yes; the Development Loan Fund makes almost no
exceYtions at the present time. There are a few occasions in which
small funds are made available to meet local currency costs. In those
cases, it may not come back here immediately.

But in all other cases—and this is much the greater bulk of the
lending—it must be spent in this country. This has been a rule for a
year and a half now.

Senator WiLizams. If the loan is for a utility in a foreign country,
or if the loan is for the construction of a dam, how can you spend it
here in the United States?

Mr. MarTIN. In general, what we do is require that the country
itself put up the local currency cost, and we will cover the foreign
exchange costs.

For example, on a utility plant, we will cover the cost of the genera-
tor and the boilers, the heavy equipment of this character, and require
that that be purchased from here.

And the country itself is required to secure the local currency to
meet the local expenditures for labor and local materials.

The CrammMAN, Suppose that generator can be brought cheaper in
Europe or some other place, do they pay more in this currency ?

* Mr. MarTiN. In some cases, they have to pay more because they
are required to buy it in this country. :

' The CramrMan. Isn't it true that contracts have been let by the
Government for generators and big machinery abroad ¢

Mr. MarTIN. There have been such cases. .

The CHAIRMAN. And come back here for Government projects in
this country ¢ '

- Mr.MarTiN. There have been such cases,

Senator WiLLiams. Did not the TVA just a few months ago buy
generators abroad { )

Mr. MarTIN, That is right. There is & Buy American Act which
provides that there has to be a substantial cost differential before a
contract can be let abroad, but if there is one it can be done.

Senator WiLrrams. To that extent, it is a contradiction of the rules
you are enforcing ; isn’t that right? . e
~ Mr. MarTiN. To some extent. However, in general, we in the bal-
ance-of-payments policy do not want to interfere with trading through
regular channels. We feel that this would invite retaliation and have
an overall adverse effect on our balance of payments and restriction of
our exports. :

Senator WiLrL1ams, Even to.the extent of interfering with the right
of the Government itself to buy from our own people here in this
countrK(?A .

. Mr. MaerTiN, For use in this country; yes, sir,

- The CramuMaN. Thank you very much; Mr, Martin.

- -Senator Kerr.: Mr. Chairman, may I at this point put a statement.
into the record ? L o .

.*-'The Cuamman. Without obi}?cti on, it may be placed in the record.

. rSenator Kexr. “Testerday the Honorable Ralph M. Paiewonsky,
Governor, of the Virgin Islands, attengjd, our hearings and sought the
opportunity to be heard with referencd to the position of his govern-

!
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ment on this legislation, Due to circumstances beyond his confrol but
which were so apparent as to eliminate the necessity of exp'anation,
he was not permitted to appear before the committee yesterday.

Ho left a statement and asked that it be inserted in the record.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the insertion will be made.

(The statement referred to is as follows:)

STATEMENT oF HoNX. Rarrx M. PAIEWONSKY, GovEaNor or THE U.8, VIRem¥
IsLANnDS, JUNE 23, 1961

My name is Ralph M. Palewonsky and I am Governor of the Virgin Islands of
the United States.

I am happy to have the opportunity to express to you the manner in which
present proposals for reducing the tax exemption of tourists returning to the
United States after having visited the Virgin Islands will affect the economy
of these islands.

Let me say first that we in the Virgin Islands understand the overriding
considerations for the national economy which have brought the present proposed
legislation before the Congress.

We, in the Virgin Islands, are an integral part of the United States and an
unfavorable balance of trade for the entire Nation affects us just as it affects any
other section of our Nation, .

We do feel, however, that there are certain aspects of the economy of the
Virgin Islands that should be considered in arriving at a new standard of tax
exemptions for tourists returning to the continental limits of the United States.

These considerations are of particular importance to the economy of the Virgin
Islands, dependent to & very large degree on tourism. However, those consid-
erations offered here today do not change the basic intent of the President or
the Congress in enactment of the proposed law. :

The House of Representatives has considered the problem of the time factor
under which tourists may claim the suggested $100 exemption from tax.

Under the Tariff Act of 1897, paragraph 097, the $100 exemption was available
regardless of the time a tourist.spent abroad. In 1938, Congress added the
gs-hgur requirement to avold the abuse of Americans driving to Canada to shop

or furs, ete. . :

Later the 48-hour requirement was modified In respect to certain Mexican
ports of entry.

The effect of the House-approved removal of the 48-hour requirement for
tourists visiting the Virgin Islands is to place the U.8. Virgin Islands, & territory
of the United States, on a par with Mexico.

This does not lead to the possibility of abuse by residents of Puerto Rico;
for exemption from Puerto Rico excise tax is imited to $100 per annum. Section
10intnsd section 49A of the Excise Act of Puerto Rico, January 1956, cover these
points. S

Further, the costs of transportation to the Virgin Islands from Puerto Rico
serve to limit any abuse of the proposal. Round trip transportation from San
Juan to St. Thomas amounts to $18. - Limousines, or taxis would raise this 1-day
cost to $20 making prohibitive the cost of secking to save the tax on the $100 tax-
free exemption. S . ‘ ) . g

Tourists vacationing in Puerto Rico for 1 or 2 weeks typically go to the Virgin
Islands for return the same day. ' Rarely do they stay overaight for the islands
do‘not:have the necessary hotel accommodations to take care of the trafflc.
Hlimination of the 48-hour period as provided in H.R. 6611 would mean a partial
offset to the overall impact of this change in duty-free exemptions for tourists
on the economy of the Virgin Islands. T

Ag GQoverior of the Virgin Islands, I recommend that a further measure of re-
lief from the overall proposal to limit tax-free exemptions to $100 be given..

. Our businessmen propose ‘and I -heartily sgree that the tax-free exemption as
regards visitors to the Virgin Islands be set at $200. L SR
n making this proposal, I wish to cail attention to the following: =

- A 8200 exemption ‘to visitors to' the Virgin Islands is roughly equivalent -to
Slg% :o :ourtsts g!siting foreign ports. 50 f v o Lot - n th

8 is true because approximately. 50 percent of tourist expenditures in: the
Virgin Islands rétgixl-ln?s? to the U.8. economy :ﬁfi in no.way aaecpt?s the balance of
trade. In this way, the identical degree of reduction i the movement of U.8.

71484—81——R
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dollars abroad would be achieved and at the same time ease the effects of the
changed exemptions on an island economy delicately attuned to tourism.

The U.S. Virgin Islands are always at a disadvantage in competing with prices
in Caribbean ports under control of other nations.

Costs of operations in the U.S. Virgin Islands are higher because they are
geared to American mainland standards which include payment of social se-
curity, Federal minimum wages, and Federal income taxes.

In this connection, it might be well to point out that hourly wages in the
Virgin Islands ar: at about the daily wage level of competing foreign areas.

I feel that the Government of the United States should not, in effect, lean over
backward to reduce our ability to compete with our foreign neighbors.

As the responsible official of the U.S. Government in the Carlbbean area, I must
state that it is vital to the economy of the U.S. area in the Caribbean to be
bolstered in light of the developments in Cuba, in Dominica, and lesser trends in
other islands.

On more detailed matters of how the tourist trafile applies to our islands:

About 80 percent of tourist purchases are for foreign liquors and perfumes
and other gift items. Only substantial American product purchased is cigarettes.
Therefore, the Virgin Islands profits from the importation and sale of foreign
goods.

Tourists tend to purchase mainland liquors by about 25 to 1 over Virgin
Islands rum because the volume of savings is greater on these mainland liquor
purchases.

Tourist purchases of goods manufactured in the Virgin Islands with 50 per-
cent or less component of foreign material are negligible.

* Finally, there arises the guestion of whether giving the Virgin Islands a $200
exemption while limiting the exemption for tourists visiting foreign islands to
only $100 will cause resentment in the foreign Islands.

It is my judgment that it will have no adverse affect.

To my own personal knowledge there is a current manipulation of currency
now being carrled out in most foreign islands that gives merchants in those
islands a definite advantage. This is done by manipulating the discount rat-,
for instance, of traveler's checks. In many, many of the islands to the sc-ich,
premiums are given for such checks thereby hurting the competitive position of
the U.S. islands.

In addition, the national governments controlling such islands have long given
special currency concessions to merchants in the tourist trade. Therefore, all
concerned will understand such an action on the part of the U.S. Government.

Finally, let me say that there is an overriding problem of & declining tourist
trade caused currently by the continuing crisis in Cuba, the problems in Dominica
and the resulting newspaper publicity which suggests that such critical areas
might be broadened.

This factor plus the effects of the 1960 recession in the United States has
served to reduce tourists revenues.

d \;'ie have not suffered as much as some other areas, but we have had a marked
ecline,

For the above reasons, gentlemen, I strongly urge that the proposed change in
}alx—tt('iee exemptions for tourists allow a $200 exemption for visitors to the Vlrgin

stands.

This would not change the intention of limlting the outﬂow of American dol
lars, which is the purpose of this legislation, for as I have polnted out 50 per-
cent of the $200 exemption would remain in the American economy.

It would prevent a further decline in the present tourist-oriented economy of
the islands, already suffering from the impact of international crisis in the
Caribbean and suffering, too, from cutbacks resultlng from the economic reces-
slon in the United States.

.. Finally, it would bolster the position of the United States in the Caribbean at
a time when our prestige is somewhat suspect. This would be accomplished
without harming the overall friendly trade relationships now in existence.

But, most important of all in my opinion is that we would allow Amerlcans
in the Virgin- Islands to continue to do busjness on the same basis of other
Americans and not at a penalty level below that of merchants doing business in
islands under foreign control.

The CramMAN. The next witness 1? Mr. R.F. Kerr, of the Ameri-
can Society of Travel Agents.

!
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STATEMENT OF ROBERT F. KERR, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN SOCIETY
- OF TRAVEL AGENTS, INC., ACCOMPANIED BY ROCCO C. SICILIANO;
GENERAL COUNSEL " ’ e

 The CHAIRMAN. Are you any relation to the Senator Robert Kerr ¢
- Mr. Kerr. No, I am not, sir. The same first name, however.
The CHa1rMAN. You may proceed. ' '

. Mr. Kerr, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name
is Robert F. Kerr. I am a travel afent from Beverly Hills, Calif;,
and own and operate the Kerr Travel Service. I am here as president
of the American Society of Travel Agents, Inc., an international or-
ganizgtion of professional travel agents in the United States and
Canada. '

T have with me also our vice president, Mr. Milton Marks of Day-
ton, Ohio, and our treasurer, Mr. Irvin li‘rankel! of Atlanta, Ga. -

Our society has 1,450 active members operating more than 2,000
travel agency locations throughout the United States and Canada, as
well as near 1’1' 500 active nonresident travel agency members located
throughout the rest of the world. In addition, we have several hun-
dred allied members from the airline, steamship, hotel and resort, and
car hire industries associated with the society. - -
. Prior to establishing my own travel agency in Beverly Hills, Calif.
in 1946, I was employed in both sales and executive capacities by
Thomas Cook & Son for more than 20 f'ear's in various posts in Europe
and the United States. My own travel agency is basically a “retail op-
eration.” That is, my travel agency actually services the travel n
of individual travelers and tourists traveling to various parts of the
world. My travel service acts as an agent for the various domestic
and international airlines, as well as the steamship companies, hotels
and resorts. The gross sales of my agency for transportation and
services amount to approximately $1.5 million per year. I have been
active in theé affairs of my professional society for many years at both
th% ‘tr:hapter z]md national eVﬁl. f before th '

We greatly appreciate the opportunity of appearin ore this
distinguished committee to comment on H’.’R. 6611?& billg;vhich would
temporarily cut from $500 to $100 the amount of duty-free merchan:
dise returning American tourists are permitted to bring back into this
country. I would like to comment on this bill as the president of the
American Society of Travel Agents and also as 4 travel agent with
many years of experience in the field of international travel and
tourism. I e T R
- Basically there are foui pointsthat concernus. Ty

- First and foremost, it 1s our considered opinion, and I emphasize
it is only an opinion,. that the basic purpose of this bill which is té
couiiter our present unfavorable balance-of-payments position woild
not be accomplished by temporarily cutting the amount of duty-free
merchandise a returning American tourist can bring back to the
United States. This opinion is based on our ¢ollective expérience as
travel agents dealing with :American tourists travelinig abroad. We
have found that the vast majority of Ameridan tourists plan’their
vacations abroad on a fixed amount of dollars. - In cost cases, I might
add, they invariably feel the amount of money available to them is
insufficient. The major portion of most European holidays is the
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cost of transdportation to and from Europe. The next major portion
is hotels and meals. After that the individual tourist will have to
decide how he wants to spend his remaining money, be it on gifts,
sightseeing, sports, nightclubs, or other forms of entertainment.  Re-
ducing the amount of duty-free goods the tourist may bring home
with him will merely cause the average tourist to reallocate the funds
he has set aside for gifts or other purposes. We seriously doubt if
this measure will have much impact on the balance-of-payments
position.

. In other words, the amount spent on returned goods in any case
is a small proportion of the total amount spent abroad. What we are
considering now isa small [iroportion of the total.

Another point I would like to make is—and I feel that this is an
important one—is that we are considering a thing that will bring a
hardship to tho trip-of-a-lifetime person: the schoolteacher, the clerk,
and the vast majority of the travelers abroad, and not on the people
who can afford te travel repeatedly.

I did want to bring this most important point in, because I feel
that we would be bringing a hardship to those trip-of-a-lifetime

people. :

Vge have carefully reviewed the House reports and debates on H.R.
6611 to determine if there is evidence indicating the way in which the=""""
bill would be effective in accomplishing its objective. The House
report on this legislation is a very interesting historical review of
the duty-free allowance, but it appears devoid of any pertinent eco-
nomic tfata except for the “feelings” of the committee and the “esti-
mates” of the Treasury Department. The key paragraph of the
House report states: :

Your committee feels that the enactment of the bill would be of assistance
in the present efforts to reverse the unfavorable balance-of-payments position
of the United States. While the amount of dollar outflow which this measure
will curb cannot be stated with exactness, the Treasury Department estimates
that it will probably be about $160 million per year. It Is also estimated that
there will be an annual increase in revenue of about $5 to $10 million.

The sponsor of this legislation in the House stated that the Treas-
ury estimate, “is their best guess. That is about all we can say.”
The sponsor also went on to say— .
maybe this. does not have as much effect on the balance-of-payments as some
other actions that could be suggested or recommended. . .

Correspondence by Members of Congress with the Bureau of Cus-
toms indicates that only 4.5 percent of returning American tourists
declare goods valued at more than $500 and, in another report, only.
13 percent declare goods valued at between $200 and $500. And Mr. -
Flues has testified that well over 90 percent claim $200 or less.

We believe, then, that the proposal to reduce the duty-free allow-
3!\39 ‘will ‘have only a minimal effect on our balance-of-payments

ofioit. - = o AR E 3
- Though we havsvﬁointed out that there is little likelihood that the
Anmerican tourist will spend less abroad than planned:because of the
tax duty-——provided that he makes. the trip—theire is a negative in-
fluence this bill has on travel plans in general. I am referring to the
public relations effect of the bill itself.i i —wmiosme i - 7 07
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Administration officials have stated specifically that this is not
intended. Yet, we believe such actions are causing Americans to be
hesitant to travel abroad. Passport applications have dropped
sharply. I am not suggesting that it is entirely due to this. But in
February applications were off 13 %ement, as compared to February
1960. By contrast, February 1960, had been up 25 percent over Feb-
ruary 1959. Over a longer period, a few days ago the Passport
Office of the U.S. State Department estimateg that American de-
partures during the first 7 months of this year will total about 3 per-
cent less than in the same period a year ago. We are not, of course,
saying that this decline is only because of the legislation before this
committee.

We do feel, however, that recent publicity of this kind has con-
tributed to an attitude that it is unpatriotic for Americans to go
abroad. There are other factors, of course, including high fares, and
we have in this connection urged year-round low-fare 23-day excur-
sion tariffs,

I should also like to ]ggint out that the Acting Commissioner of
Customs, in a letter to Representative John V, Lindsay, concerning
H.R. 6611, stated:

We.rergsee the need for intensifying our examination of passengers’ bag-
B L A :

As you knioi, there has been much concern expressed over the treat-
ment Americans and foreign visitors receive from customs and im-
‘migration inspectors at U.S. ports of entry. We certainly would
not want to intensify what is already acknowledged to be a poor situa-
tion, and perhaps increase the expense of operating this kind of ex-
tended review which would be necessary.

This leads me into my second point, and that is, the effect that the
enactment of HL.R. 6611 would have on President Kennedy’s visit
U.S.A. program and the work of the new U.S. Travel Service in the
Department of Commerce. The purpose of the visit-U.S.A. program
is to develop two-way international travel so that the more than $1 bil-
lion deficit ascribed to American international travel-—of a reported
$3.6 billion balance-of-payments deficit in 1960—would be reduced or
eliminated. The American travel industry and the American Society
of Travel Agents sup})orted this measure before the various commit-
tees of both Houses of Congress.

As this measure is about to become law, and the efforts begun to
stimulate foré¢ign nationals to visit our country, the proposed reduc-
tion of duty-free goods appears a poor prelude to the institution of a
dynamic new program. Certainly it cannot be argued that restric-
tions placed on our own tourists are unnoticed by foreign governments

~ _ or are meaningless as it might affect their actions. This is not meant

“to-su at the same time, that a U.S. interest should be governed

or unduly influenced by foreign governments concerned. However, we

have, on the one hand, a new program designed especially for the spe-

cific purpose of affecting the nationals of foreign countries by attract-

ing them to visit our country. On the other hand, we are taking

another action—almost simultaneously—to undercut the effectiveness

of the first program. Wae sincerely believe the enactment of H.R. 6611
would impede the progress of the visit U.S.A. program. e

.\\“-‘

%
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Thirdly, we are concerned about the bill’s effect on international
travel as it affects our foreign relations. Specifically, this proposal has
already brought complaints to our national headquarters—that is, to
ASTA'’s headquarters—from some of our nonresident members lo-
cated in the Caribbean Islands. We have encouraged tourist travel
to these islands. Hotels and shops have been and are being built in
great numbers. A drop in tourist traffic to this area—caused already
of course by events in Cuba—will only add to the worries of our Na-
tion. Debate on the floor of the House indicated that representations
against the measure were received from the Netherlands and Haiti.
Canada has expressed the hope that nothing would be done to further
aggravate an unfavorable balance of trade. Though the press re-
ported Mexico’s concern. no official representation had been received
as of March 21, 1961. We can only hope that our goodwill will not
be further injured. :

" Finally, we are concerned about reaction and possible retaliation
from other nations. It is no answer to say that the U.S. duty-free
allowance is presently more generous than that of most other countries
having a similar allowance unless we are willing to make other com-
parisons as to standard of living, wage scales, and g0 on. Further, as
indicated, we are now about to undertake, at an initial cost of $3 mil-
lion, a U.S. Travel Office designed to bring foreign nationals to our
country as tourists. Certainly, in order to make a success of this effort
it will be necessary to urge these countries to drop their currency re-
strictions. This action would move in the opposite direction. .

In summary, the American Society of Trave] Agents believes that:

(1) The bill will not accomplish its objective of reducing the bal-
ance-of-payments deficit ; ' ;

(2) The bill is inconsistent with President Kennedy's visit U.S.A.
proeram; -

. (3) It will cause difficulty or, at the least, raise questions as to our
efforts to maintain and improve good relations with other nations,
particularly Mexico, Canada, and friendly neighboring countries in
the Caribbean; i

- (4) It could bring sbout a slowdown or halt in our efforts to con-
vince other nations to relax currency restrictions which have made it
difficult for foreigners to travel abroad.

And, finally, I would like to say that for the last 2 years we have had
a slogan which is “Peace and prosperity through travel.” This, in
effect, has been supported by President Kennedy and Secretary Hodges
in their efforts in connection with the U.S. Travel Office, and this bill
in no way encourages that philosophy.

Thank you.

The CuamryaN. Thank you very much, Mr. Kerr.

- You have made a clear statement.
Any questions?
. ‘Senator Dougras. Mr. Chairman?
The CuarmaN. Senator Douglas?
Senator DotoLas. You werve here yestgrday ¢
. Mr. Kerr. Yes, f ) _
- Senator Doueras. You heard the testimony that virtually all the
major European countries permitted no exemption whatsoever?
Mr. Kxrr. For their returning natiopals?

!
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Senator Dovoras. For their returning nationals.
- Mr. Kerr. That is correct.

Senator Douaras. Do you believe that to be correct ¢

Mr. Kerr, I think so.

Senator DougLas. Has your society ever protested against these
restrictions imposed by foreign countries ? .

Mr. KxRr. f wouldv not know, Senator, whether we have done it
specifically.

But in our various off-the-cuff discussions which are carried on re-
peatedly, this is the kind of thing that we try to do, yes.

Senator Doucras. Have your protests had any egect on policy ?

Mr. Kerr. Very little. A -

Senator Douaras. Do you think it is 2uite fair for the press and
the diplomatic representatives of these foreign countries to protest
a%zinst this proposed American action when it will result in far more
liberal treatment than they permit their own nationals to have?

Mr. Kerr. Frankly, Senator, I think that it is not so much a ques-
tion of our comparing our situation with theirs, but in the present
instance our discussing the change that is occurring.

Senator DougLas. % may say I voted quite enthusiastically for the
earlier increase, because this was at a time when the European coun-
tries were in great difficulty, and, believing in travel myself, I thought
this was a very constructive step. .

‘But the roles have now been reversed. The European .countries
hold large dollar balances, and about $3 billion of these balances were
called last year. - :

It is in response to the danger created by these short dollar balances
that we are acting now.

Can we not act in self-defense against these wastes which are engi-
neered two-thirds abroad, and one-third by Americans?

I have watched the foreign press very carefully, and there was a
good deal of open exaltation on the part of many goreign papers that
we were in difficulties; that we were not the colossus that they had
imagined. ‘

. And T think our difficulties were enjoyed, not universally, but par-
tially, by Europeans. - : .

Now, can we take steps to defend ourselves? Do you think it is
good grace for these people to protest, even when the proposed re-
strictions are infinitely more liberal than the restrictions these Eu-
rog;an countries have themselves? - :

. Mr. Kerg. Senator, what I gather that you are saying is that the
image of the American abroad, not only the tourist abroad, but the
American, as reflected in the foreign newspapers, is one thing or an-
other. Can we affect it—if I may ask a question in answering yours—
can we affect it by merely loplping off something that is now existin

and making a change in the law; are we taking the whole image o

America and affecting it adversely or favorably in a bill of this kind ¢

I feel that the image of America has been created and is continuing
to be created, and the fact that these foreign newspapers will say and
even gloat over the fact that we are in difficulties can in no way be
affected favorablg,- but it certainly can be affected unfavorably, by an
actionof thiskind, @ - . : - : :
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I feel that you have stated the case very nicely about the image of
Americans abroad, but I do not think that this bill will necessarily
react in favor of the American image abroad. .- = |

Senator Dovoras. You heard me, in maiquestioning of the repre-
sentative of the State Department, say that the State Department
should not ask for sacrifices of American citizens that it does not
i'mfme on its own personnel, e '

foel the same way about Members of Congress. We should not
ask the American people for sacrifices which we are not willing to
perform ourselves. o : s

But do you think European countries ought toask us to grant favors
which the{ are not willing toaccord? This is not merely a question of
tourists; it is a question of volume of purchases. o

But the protests of European countries come, in part, because they
feel that this will diminish the purchases which Americans make
abroad ; hence, it will decrease their dollar balances. -

Now, in the period when there was a shoﬂn&g dollars and they

were in great dificulty, America poured out its ury to help them;
- that was fine. : ‘ '
But now the role is reversed. Is there not a reciprocal duty upon

them to help us?

‘We have contributed from $75 billion to $88 billion for the free
world. And our performance of this duty is going to continue. We
shall bear our burden. h ‘ o

But we do'not want jeers and reproaches from those who sit on the
sidelines and criticize our every act. And I think it is about time for
European countries and other countries to realize that cooperation is
a two-way street. o o

'Mr. Kerr, May Icomment on that, Senator? =~ o

Senator Dougras, Surely. '~ = S

Mr. Kerr. You said that should the European countries or other
countries abroad ask us to do something. I do not think it is so much
& question, especially in our discussion today, as to what they are
asking usto do. S L

It 18 true that your image of Americans abroad is affected in this
question. Moreover, it is not only a question of what these countries
ar:e asking us to do; 1t is what we might consider should be to our own

Let me refer to two words that you used—not against you, of
course—but I want to refer to $85 billion t somehow,
" What we are talking about isto relieve a billion'dollar guestion with
a letter “b,” with a million dollar answer, with & letter “m,” and then
only & very small percentageof this, =~ “°° - " L

‘We are meroly questionmg)the enactment of & bill which will affect
a small proportion off'the top of something, and then only a small
proportion of that, if any, as agsinst the 3‘0891!)19’ m}verse effect at this
time—I repeat “at this time”—when the U,S. Travel Office is trying to
encourage other nationals to come tothiscountry. =~ **° =~ =~

Senator Douveras. When I was a'boy, I read Poor Richard’s
Almanae. It had a lot of cogent expressions, one of them beihg, “Take
care of the pence and the pounds will take care of themselves.”

This is not fully agphcable here; but it is partially applicable.

There is & common tendency to say, “This is only a small amount; this

»
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goglsdnot c%mé}tf” t»}Slo we r:g:z &go acocumulation i?fr small wastes to
uild up, which in the agg mes ve ,

. And we say, “This does not amount to nx;{lmhem is no use deal-
ing with this.” ,

- The point jg: It does amount to something. When you are walking,
you hayve to mave step by step. A.step is only 83 inches, roughly. But
1t is 88 inches, ‘ o

- Mr, Kerr, Yes, Senator, I agree that if we were talking about
whether we should save a million, and if we could save a million, I
would say let's do it. My point is twofold in this case in answer to
PSS s sposin s posibly e

.1 would say we are 8 it amounts,
and, yet, offsetting those are the uggge of America’abroad, which is
also affected. Also, whether we are not, by btinﬁilng about this change
in the returning customs regulstiors;affect o people we may not
want to affect: the ope-tiime travelers, as agiins t.ﬁ:o people that can
travel repeatedly, ad somebody said—the rich mén traveling abroad.
I wonder if we dre not affecting those adversely ahd putting on to
that industry, the travel industry, s it-wqre, the onus of relieving the
balance of trade when it ign or_xf g only that ohg small pro-
phould be the\image of

But mugh of it, Mhink, is ‘ iathe_r aborateexpendi-

tures which in contrdst wi ' low jficome stjf up feel-
m&s of envy . o\ :
think 1t \yould imp he image 4
Americans buyless, and, hen : more like the
Europeans. They might then be accepted rather than regarded as
-time Charlies™~You may like to make mgney out of the good-
ime Charlies but you do-nat respect them.
Also, perhaps if we get a gieaterdegtee of thrift, forced or other-

wxsegon the dpart of tourists, Americans would seem more human,
trouble would be lessened and, there&oxte, a big contribution would be
made to international fnendshig.co am sure greater thrift would
?;ake tourists more popular in Scotland, where my ancestors came.
om, : Lo - B
. Mr, Kzrr, That would be & very noble effect, I think, except that I
think we overlook the fact that we are merely talking about this per-
centage on the top, which is the amount of returned goods, whn}ge is
such a small xHroportion of everything that will be spent. A
“We are still going to spend millions of dollars abroad, regardless
of whether we are allowing people to bring back $100 or $500.
- The expenditure of Amerlcans abroad, if this is a contributing fac-
tor to the image of Americans abroad—— L,

R
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Senator Douvaras. It is very discouraging, and it is the t\f'pe of dis-
couragement that causes complaints, ]%uropeans—-and I hope there
are foreign correspondents here—have an ambivalent attitude toward
American tourists; on the one hand, they do not like them; on the
other hand, they want them to come in great numbers and spend more.

I think the reactions to this bill bring out this ambivalence in the
European’s attitude toward Americans.

Mzr. Kkrr. I believe our society could state very definitely that we
feel that that would not be affected, and it would make so little differ-
ence in the total amount spent abroad——

Senator Dovaras, Then why do you object to it? If it is not going
to have any effect on the volume of purchases, why do you have any
compliint? If the same number otl people are going to go abroad
and if they are going to make the same number of purchases there, why
all the opposition ?

You can say it is useless, but how can you object to it? Why did you
cl(:!n% '“l]ll?the way from beautiful California to Washington to object to
thisbi

Mr. Kerr. I would like to object to your objection, then.

What we are talking about is this proportion of from $500 to $100.
And I stress the public velations aS{)ect of it mainly. And I still say
that we are going to spend many millions of dollars abroad, regardless
of what you do on this particiular bill,

Therefore, I still say that our point still stands that this reduction
from $500 to $100 will have other effects than saving a comparatively
small amount,

Senator Dovaras. I cannot quite find out what these other effects
are,

Mr. Kerr. Particularly at this time during the period of the U.S.
travel program, My, Kennedy’s U.S. Travel Office, where we are trying
toencourage two-way travel to the United States.

Senator Dovar.as. I see. .

The prospective Enropean tourists to the United States would be
discourngred from coming, because he would say that the United States
is treating its own tourists more stringently than it did before. So
the feeling of fellowship which the European tourist would have with
American tourists would lead the prospective European tourist to siy,
“The Americans are treating their own nationals much more severely
now, so we will discontinue the trip which we would otherwise take
to the United States.” I had never thought that there was this deep
feeling of sympathy and compassion and brotherhood between the

Suropean tourists to the United States and their American counter-
arts.
P You believe there is, however?

You think the European tourists would feel so badly at what
America is doing to American tourists that they would say, “We are
not going totravel”? ’

Mr. Kerr. It is less that than the effect, the general effect on the—
let me put it this way. One effect is thetetfect on Americans traveling
abroad. Increasing the feeling that it is unpatriotic—and this can be

uite serious—that it is unpatriotic, there is no better way to tell
mericans that it is unpatriotic to travel abroad than to restrict their
westbound allowances. '
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Senator Douaras. We do not say that. We are just saying in view .
of the stringent circumstances to which the United States is exposed, -
due to the fact that we had a severe shock last fall, we want to some- ,
what restrict the claims of foreign countries and their dollar balances.
The dollar balances which we hold against Europe are mostly in long- .
term securities, and the dollar balances which Europe holds against.
us have been short-term loans. .

We had a very bad scare last fall, with $3 billion going out, and .
one-third of it by Americans, who are unworthy of the name, getting.-
gold abroad—and I would like to find out who they were—but two-
thirds by Europeans operating out of Zurich and London.

There was talk that we would have to devalue the dollar, and that
America was in trouble.

I read the European press very closely, and I was pained to find"
that this brought some feelings of iﬁ-concealed exultation and
gloating.

Now, when we take steps to defend ourselves, it is said that we are-
ruining the image of America abroad. Is America always to be on.
the giving end? Is there not some reciprocity which is proper in an
alliance? '

I have voted for every foreign aid bill. I have voted for every bill-
to help our allies. I cannot be accused of being an isolationist. I
campaigned in support of foreign aid in a State which is supposed to
be isolationist, against a press which has been almost unanimously .
opposed to it. ‘ f

3ut I want to say—and I am not speaking to you, I am merely try-
ing to speak the truth—I want to say that there should be some
appreciation of our difficulties by our allies. ;

Well, Mr, Chairman, I have taken up a lot of time. .

I want Mr. Kerr to know that he 1s in a noble profession. I hope
he gets joy and satisfaction out of it. ‘

We want more travel. But we want reciprocity.

And I hope that your society will ask the Kuropean countries to
increase the duty-free amount which their nationals can take here,
well, at least up to one-fifth of the American figure, up to $20. E

Mr. Kerr. We have ﬂ)assed resolutions repeatediy asking the for-
eign countries to drop their restrictions in many ways to travel both’
east and westbound. :

Senator DoueLas. We don’t ask them to do as much as the United
States. We don’t expect of them that they will do as much as we do,.
but at least go up to one-fifth or one-half, ‘ .

Is that unreasonable?! Would that hurt the image of America
abroad if they would just do a fifth of what we are doing? :

Senator BENNETT. Mr. Chairman{

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Bennett

Senator BENNETT. May I ask one or two questions of the witness?:
. All of us have been sitting here enthralled by the discussion pre-
sented by our friend from Illinois, who thinks the American tourist.
image abroad is very bad. ) -

Senator Douaras. I correct that. I simply say that I think Euro-.
peans as a whole dislike American tourists as a whole. T

Senator BENNETT. Accepting the correction, I would like to ask
whether in your opinion it is the tourist standing at a counter to buy
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 sonvenir to take home that creates that bad image, or is it the tourist
-gpending money lavishly in ni%ht clubs and in affluent living which
-oreates the contrast in the ima,

Mr. Kerr. I think you hit the nail on the head. If we assume that
the image of America abroad is caused by his lavish spending, if
'we admit this—and there are other areas, perhaps—but if we admit
that his lavish spending abroad is a part of the American image
abroad, then it is in the dollar spent in the night clubs and in other
ways, and living higher than he normally lives at home, in on all
kinds of ways, in spending the total money abroad, rather than that
little thinning off the top which we are talking about of the difference
between the amounts that he brings back. ]

Senator BENNETT. Actually, wouldn’t it be fair to say that the
little shopkeepers and the people who sell the kind of thing that most
tourists bring back are very happy with that kind of spending on the
part of Americans and feel no resentment, whereas those same people
probably feel resentment if Americans do the kind of lavish spending
which I previously mentioned.

So if we are to be concerned in this bill with this question of makin
it more difficult for the American abroad to create the wrong kind o
an image, we are not getting at the source of the creation of that
image, and we are, in fact, working on another problem.

Senator Douglas, also, out of the depth of his experience as an
economist, talked about gold balances and gold purchases and the
basic problem is, does the average tourist have the background of
knowledge and information, is he concerned with the fact that if
he goes abroad he is hel})ing to upset this balance? Isn't he going
abroad for his own satisfaction and for some purposes that are per-
sonal rather than international? And isn’t it a fact that the aver:
tourist neither has the knowledge nor the concern to a;i reciate his
effect on the gold balance? Wouldn’t it be more reasonable to say to
him, if you are going to appeal to him in terms of American inter-
national posture, and the question of outflow of gold, “Please stay
home, because you are going to spend 10 times as much abroad as a
tourist for food and sightseeing than you are for the trinkets that
you will buy to bring home to your friends.”

Now, it seems to me to be inconsistent to say that we are going to
stop the outflow of gold in terms of the amount of merchandise that
Americans buy to bring home and still make no attempt to put any
restriction on the amount of money Americans can take abroad to
spend in this sumptious living which creates the evil image.

I can’t resist the temptation to tell the story for my colleagues
of an experience I had abroad with American tourists which had a
most damaging effect to the American image. Mrs. Bennett and I
went in for lunch to a little Swiss inn one noon, and behind us came
an automobile full of Americans who brought & packed lunch into a
lovely restaurant and asked the proprietor to furnish them beer to
drink with their lunch, which they proceeded to unwrap on the table,
And the proprietor was asked “What kind of beer do you have$”
And he only had Swiss beer, and they said, “None of this is fit to
drink; if you had Schlitz or Pabst, we would enjoy our lunch that
much more.” , -
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Now, that is my impression of American tourists abroad creating
a damaging influence. )

And I am impressed by the fact that we are attempting to solve
a $4 billion imbalance by fooling with a grivileﬁe we have given to
Americans which will affect less than $200 million., There was an
old phrase that had more meaning 50 years ago than it has now,
perhaps, but I think we are trying to save at the s I%got while we
are perfectly willing to see the value lost at the bunghole in this kind
of a proposition.

The Crairman. Thank you very much, Mr. Kerr.

The next witness is Clifton W, Housley, manager of travel research,
Curtis Publishing Co.

STATEMENT OF CLIFTON W. HOUSLEY, MANAGER, TRAVEL RE-
SEARCH, CURTIS PUBLISHING C0., ACCOMPANIED BY B. C. JONES,
MANAGER, WASHINGTON OFFICE

Mr, HousLey. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, my name is Clifton
W. Housley. I am manager of marketing research for the Curtis
Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa., and I am here today representing
that organization. Accompanying me is Mr. B, C. Jones of Wash-
ington, D.C., who is manager of our office in this city. :

First, I should like to thank )igu for the opportunity of testifying
with reference to H.R. 6611, The Curtis Publishing Co., I might
add, is directly concerned with the growth and expansion of travel
and the travel industry both from a standpoint of the editorial con-
tent of the magazines we publish and also from the point of view
of travel promotion as a potential source of advertising revenue in
Holiday, the Saturday Evening Post, and other of our publications.

We believe that travel by U.S. residents in foreign countries can
form the bases for improved international relations between the na-
tionals of the United States and the people of other countries, It
is because of the benefits which can be derived from international
travel that I am aﬁpearing here today in opposition to the (Yroposed
lefislation which has for its object the reduction of the duty-free
allowances on purchases by returning U.S. residents, ,

My reasons for opposing H.R. 6611 are, as follows:

(1) I believe that the provisions of the subject bill would mini-
mize to a considerable degree the benefits to be derived from legisla-
tion proposed in S, 3102 and S. 3162 which provide for the establish-
ment of an Office of International Travel and Tourism by the U.S.
Government and the encouragement of foreign travel to this country.

(2) X believe the subject bill would tend to generate further the
belief by the peogle of other nations that we are not genuinely inter-
ested in reciprocal travel. : ,

(3) I believe the provisions of the R‘ro sed legislation would not
accomplish the implied objectives of the bill; namely, that it would
help close the gap in our international balance-of-payments. . .

&) I believe the proposed legislation would invite retaliation
by othen governments and thus choke off international travel as
well as international trade, thereby resulting in further dislocation
of our international balance of payments. :

i
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- One of the prime motives for travel by U.S. residents to other
countries is the ability of the traveler to purchase articles and prod-
ucts which are characteristic and representative of the countries
. visited. These purchases reflect the traveler’s interest in the cul-
tures and achievements of the peoples of other coutries. As the
Randall commission in its report on international travel stated in
1958

The American who can go abroad but once or twice in a lifetime wants to
buy what he wants to, where he wants to. His purchases are the remem-
brances of long-planned journeys.

1 believe -that the cultural implications and the good will benefits
to be derived from international travel far exceed the economic as-
pects of travel purchases, particularly to a Nation such as ours. 1
-am convinced that by reducing the duty-free allowances of our re-
turning residents we will be discouraging international travel and thus
lose an important psychological advantage in our efforts to portra
our way of life and our culture to other peoples of the world. With
restrictions on spending abroad, we are definitely discouraging for-
eign travel and thus penalizing to a considerable degree international
travel by this country’s citizens. :

I want to state here and now that I am most sympathetic with the
administration’s efforts to close the dollar gap in our balance of inter-
* national payments. I believe, however, that the provisions of this
bill will accomplish very little in this direction. Rather, I think
the proposed legislation 18 a negative action and one which will serve
not only to slow international travel by residents of this Nation but
-anta%onize other governments and invité retaliations in both the
travel and other fields of international affairs.

. Earlier this year officials of Curtis Publishing Co. were privileged
to testify in favor of resolutions S. 3102 and S. 3162 which provided
for the establishment of an Office of International Travel and Tourism
and for encoumginf foreign visitors to come to the United States.
'This proposed legislation, I might add, i3 most timely and its final
enactment into law should substantially benefit our dollar exchan

~ {)osition; I only hope the good effects of this legislation will not
essened by the provisions incorporated in H.R. 6611.

It is my understanding that our Government’s attitude still is not
to discourage American residents from traveling abroad; rather, it
is our Government’s policy to encourage more foreign visitors to come
to the United States. Already the publicity attendant to H.R. 6611
- has given many people in this country the idea that the Government
is attempting to discourage foreign travel by U.S. residents. Many
residents of this Nation at the present time are under the impression
that it is not patriotic to travel abroad and as a result travel to the
Pacific, Europe, and other parts of the world has eased noticeably.
Thus, regardless of the stated objectives of H.R. 6611, the adoption
of the }l)rovisions of the proposed legislation undoubtedly will im-
mediately be interpreted by other governments as evidence that this
country 1s setting up new barriers to international travel.

T'o repeat, it is to be hoped that the good effects of such positive
- legislation as that embodied in the international travel office bills
will not be lessened by the. ﬁ)rovisions of the terms incorporated in

H.R. 6611. Particularly is this true in view of this country’s foreign

’
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aid program as set forth by the President. Most nations and most
areas, I am sure, would prefer trade to aid. Let us encourage travel
to their shores—let us make it possible for them to increase their
trade, as well as ours. .

Recognizing the cultural values which travel provides in our inter-
national contacts and dealings with other peoples, I am hopeful that
existing provisions regulating the duty-free purchases of returning
U.S. residents will not%»e changed. Aside from antagonizing our own
residents returning from foreign travel through a much slower and
more detailed examination of their baggage and personal effects at
customs offices, this country will also %e inviting retaliation and
ill will from other countries, especially our nearest neighbors, Canada
and Mexico, which permit their nationals to visit the United States,
buy liberal quantities of U.S. made goods and products and return
to their homes without the imposition of additional customs duties
on their U.S. purchases.

Senator Doueras (now presiding). Senator Williams?

Senator WiLLiams. No.

Senator Doucras. Senator Bennett

Senator BENNETT. No.- - : ‘

Senator DoucLas. Mr. Housley, you were here yesterday and heard
the testimony about the fact that virtually all of the European coun-
tries either permit no commodities to be brought back by their na-
tionals free of duty or permit a very small exemption,; but you say that
for us to reduce our exemptions to $100 will invite retaliation

Mr. Houscey. That is right. :

Senator Douaras. What retaliation could they do more than they
are already doing? ‘ :

Mr. HousLey. Well, there are retaliations in other fields, Senator,
I might add, that I think almost day-to-day negotiations at the diplo-
matic level. ‘ _ -

Senator Dovuocras. Do you have such a low opinion of foreign coun-
tries that you believe when we merely put into effect far more liberal
provisions than they have, then they would retaliate elsewhere?

Mr. HousLeEy. Let me answer that by sa{'ing, Senator, that I would
rather see us attempt to get them to liberalize their allowances rather
than us cutting ours. : ‘

Senator Doucras. You have heard Mr. Kerr state that his agency
has been tryinF for years to get them to liberalize theirs, and has not
been successful. ‘ :

Mr. HousLey. I think we must do that at the government level, al-
though encouragement from private groups would certainly be help-
ful and appreciated.

; lSanator ouaLAS. There is no indication that this would be success-
ul. |
Do you think that the European countries should be mindful of the
fact that we have given them, with the other countries of the world,
some $75 to $80 billion since the war? “

I believe it has been said that the aid to Europe has amounted to
something in the order of $35 billion, about $12 billion of military
aid and §23 billion of economic aid. So far as I know, this is un-
precedented in the history of the world. Wouldn’t you think that
their feeling of gratitude for this should overcome any resentment
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abo&lt our t;'eating our own nationals more severely than we have been
in the past

Mr. Housrey. I don’t know how they feel, of course, Senator.

Senator Douaras. How do you think they should feel ¢

b?){r. Houscey. I would hope that they would not feel too badly
about it.

- Senator Doucras. Exactly. They are pretty decent folks that
basically understand these matters. Don’t you think they understand
that we are merely proposing that we be infinitely more liberal than
they are in this particular matter? And considering our generosity
in other matters since the war, shouldn’t this produce a feeling of
friendliness rather than retaliatory action

Mr. Housrey. I hardly know how they would feel. I shouldn’t
think they would take it as a particularly friendly act on our part.

Senator Douaras. You know, this is a very grave problem which
runs through human life. 'When you spend yourself in aid to others,
and others become dependent upon you, and then when you get into
difficulties and those you helped take advantage of you in your diffi-
culties, how long must you continue?

Mr. Housrey. That is a very great problem, there is no doubt about
it. ‘

q Senator Doucras. I favor our continuing, but not to an unlimited

egree.
read editorials in your papers from time to time saying that we
have been too generous. In fact, I think your paper has criticized me
for being too generous in these matters. ,

And now you come urging that we be generous.

Mr. HousLeY. I don’t know whether it was in this field that we
were talking about, Senator.

Senator Doueras. When, with my associates, I was supporting for-
eign aid, your paper—and I don’t know whether it was the editorial
brass or not—was most critical of American efforts to help European
finﬁ(il ogher governments, and it made our task in Illinois much more

ifficult.

If you re,all}' believe in developing friendly relations with foreign
countries, don’t you sug‘pose gou might help to do so if you would
use a little influence with the Curtis Publishing Co. in its magnificent
home on Independence Square in Philadelphia ¢

Mr. HousLey. I should hope that we could work on it from another
point of view. And Ilook at it that we are penalizing our own citizens
when we cut down on these purchases. '

Many people don’t go abroad every year, they go once or twice in
a lifetime, and they like to buy articles or gifts that are representa-
tive and characteristic of a country they have visited.

Senator Douaras. Weall like to do that.

Mr. Housrey. Furthermore, they——

Senator DoucLas. I like to do 1t. I expect to go abroad this fall.
My purchases will probably be in excess of $100, not very much, but
somewhat in excess of that. And I shall be very glad to pay duty on
that, I think the average American, knowing the circumstances in
which our Government 18 placed, will make a sacrifice.

But he believes in mutuality of sacrifice. :

Mr. HousLey. Iagree with that. .
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Senator Douaras. That is the point. The average American is
willing to make any sacrifice, provided he is certain that others are
making the same sacrifice. But let one person not make the sacrifice,
and then the others will say, “There is no obligation on us to do it.”

Mr. HousLey. Iagree with you.

Senator Doucras. You know, every time we try to protect the
country we step on certain toes: travel agents, publishing houses
which handle advertising of resorts abroad, foreign airlines, foreign
steamship lines, and so forth, they all rise in opgosition. But I think
you have to go on the princlﬁle that the general interest is primary.

Mr. HousLey. Do you think, Senator, that this honestly will reduce
the gap in our balance of payments

Senator Douaras. I think the measure, if passed, will reduce the
volume of foreign Furchases by an indeterminate amount, and hence
to that degree will diminish the unfavorable balance of payments.
You see, our unfavorable balance in the last 3 years has amounted
to $11% billions.

I think your journals have called attention to this matter and have
emﬁhasized the need for our protecting the dollar balances.

ow, we take a very little step toward doing so in this bill, and you
come in”and say, “No, don’t do it to us,” or “don’t do it to the American
tourist. o : -

And it has a tangential effect upon you. " -

Mr. HousLey. I would assunie that if we are genuinely interested
in correcting the international balance of payments, we should just
cut off all travel, if you really want to do that.

Senator DovarLas. No; we are not intarested in cutting off all travel
but merely in reducing, in the gentlest fashion possible, the number o;
American tourist dollars spent abroad.

Thank you very much. : - ‘

The next witness is Mr. Cecil L. Delvalle, of the Economic De-
velopment Council of Curacao, Netherlands West Indies.

STATEMENT OF CECIL L. DELVALLE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMERT
COUNCIL OF CURACAO, NETHERLANDS WEST INDIES

Mr. Dervarie. Thank you, Senator Douglas.

- My name is Cecil L. Delvalle, and I am a businessman in Curacsao.
I was Minister for Economic Affairs of the Netherlands Antilles and
I am now vice president of the Curacao Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. I am also a member of the Curacao Tourist Advisory
Board and of the board of directors of the Curacao 10-year tourist
development plan. o o

I have been authorized and instructed to speak in behalf of the
Curacao Association of Trade and Industry, and the Curacao Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, the Curacao Tourist Advisory Board,
and the board of the Curacao 10-year tourist development plan. The
latter three are semiofficial organizations of the island government of
Curacao.

71484—61——8
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Aside from representing Curacao, I have also been instructed to
represent the Chamber of Commerce of the Americas, which is meet-
ing in the Antilles.

‘or the record, we wish to state that on our behalf the Kingdom of
the Netherlands has joined a number of other nations in expressing
concern over H.R. 6611 to the U.S. Department of State.

Senator DowvcrLas. Do I understand that there has been an official
protest by the Netherlands Government?

Mr. DeLvaLie. That is correct, Mr. Douglas.

Senator Doucras. Do you know what the other nations were that
protested ¢

Mr. Devarie. Ido not know.

: Se;mtor DouaLas. Isthere a representative of the State Department
1ere

(No response.)

: Se;mtor DouoLas. A representative of the Treasury Department
1ere

No response.)

enator Douaras. I will ask the clerk of the committee if she will
try to get from the State Department a list of the nations which
are protesting against H.R. 6611.

ank you very much.

(The information subsequently obtained from the State Depart-

ment follows:)

Countries protesting :
Canada Malaya
Netherlands for the Dutch Antllles Ireland -
Haitt Mezxico

A resolution was adopted during recent ECLA meeting by Argentina, France,
Netherlands, Mexico, Panama, and Peru—ECLA members to take into account
in drafting legislation or regulations of a custom or other nature, the importance
of encouraging the flow of tourists into other countries of the region and to avoid
measures which may jeopardize this flow. In the discussion of the resolution
the U.S. representative stated that the U.3. Government did not consider
the reductlion in the duty:free allowance of returning residents as being incon-
sistent with the resolution,

Mr. DervaruLe. Before I actually start my testimony, I would like
to ask the gentlemen present, Mr. Bennett and Mr. Douglas, to ac-
tually look at my testimony in the light of very small figures when
we talk about thousands. I have been in this room since yesterday,
and I have heard millions and billions, and I realize that our amounts
might seem quite insignificant.

have come 2,000 miles to speak to you today for just two reasons:

1. We feel the future of our islands is gravely threatened by House
Resolution 6611, and

2. Because the Netherlands Antilles are friends of the United
States, we do not wish the United States to take any action which
mlﬁht harm its good will and the cause of democracy in our area.

s you know, Curacao is one of the Netherlands Antilles. We
are just 38 miles off the coast of Venezeula—in the same geopolitical
position relative to Venezuela, as Cuba is to the United States.

The Netherlands Antilles position is unique. An autonomous coun-
try which is politically part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, we
are economically part of the Western Hemisphere. We import about

’
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‘half of our nonoil goods from the United States. We have never dis-
criminated against the United States in any form or manner. Im-
ports from the United States pay the same low duties as goods im-
ported from the Netherlands. Neither do we apply any exchange
restrictions on trade with the United States.

During World War II the Antillian oil refineries produced enough
‘to meet over 50 percen* of all the Allied needs. American troops were
‘stationed in Curacao; American warships patrolled out of St. Anna

Bay a protect the refinery production. At the end of the war, the
Sheﬁl refinery in Curacao emerged as the second largest in the free
world.

Shell Curacao provided jobs for 12,000 workers. Other indus-
tries—shipping, construction, suppliers—prospered as the oil refinery
drew on their services; 15,000 additional jobs had been provided
through these industries.

The recent high standard of living in Curacao springs from the
refinery. A healthy, happy working community found itself secure
-from the political unrest in the Latin American area. Today, we
believe Curacao is most assuredly the best showcase of democracy
in the entire West Indies.

But, historically, Curacao has suffered from dependence on a one-
industry economy. Drought and soil conditions make agriculture im-
possible, and we have few other natural resources.

- As earl{) as the postwar reconversion period, plans were begun for
a broader based economy.

+ ‘The worldwide oil surplus and Curacao’s own postwar population
explosion added urgency to Curacao’s economic-development plan.

. Growing competition forced Shell to turn to automation. Wide-
spread layoffs were necessitated. By 1960, the number of workers
had decreased 40 percent. By 1965, it is forecast that there will have
been a 65-percent cut.

And in 1958, political and economic problems began to trouble our
best next-door neighbor, Venezuela. Venezuelan tourist trade of
approximately 15,000 tourists in 1959 has decreased to an estimated
5,000 in 1961,

. These figures for 1961 actually are forecast from the first 5 months
of this vear.

The Minister of Economic Affairs for the Netherlands Antilles
has estimated that more than 10,000 new jobs will need to be created
in the oomin{; 10 years.

As a result of early planning by Curacao’s leaders, accelerated by
this falling of the oil economy, Curacao has adopted an economic
development plan, aimed at broadening the economic base and provid-
in‘%more jobs.

he keystone to the success of the overall economic development
‘plan is the 10-year tourist development plan. It is from the tourist
plan that we expect to finance the economic plan. This tourist plan
envisions the purchase of $15 million of material, goods, and services
from the United States.
.. In addition to gifts and loans from the Dutch Government and
general belt tightening of the local economy, Curacao economic plan-
ners look to tourist-generated incoine as a major source of funds for
financing the overall expansion and broadening of the economy.
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Tourisim, howover, plays a major role in Curacao’s economy today.

One thousand five hundred peolple are directly emgloyed in the tour-
ist induscry, and 1,876 work in other jobs generated by this income. A
total of 13,500, or 10.4 percent of our population, are dependent on the
tourist trade. ]

But it is important for you to note that of this number, 40 percent
work in jobs catering to the American tourist. A total of 8,200
Curacaoans, 6.5 percent of our d}o ulation, are members of families
whose incomes are generated by Sp tourists.

Curacao tourism reverses the typical Caribbean tourist income pat-
tern. Most tourist-dependent economies derive their largest income
from services to the tourist—hotels, restaurants, land tours, and so
forth. 'This is not Curacao’s position. Kighty-seven percent of all
the money spent by American tourists is spent on purchases, while
only 13 percent is used for tourist services.

S‘t’snator Douaras. What do the Americans buy in Curacao?

Mr, DevvaLie. Mr. Douglas, I think you can state the range is
mflywhﬁre from postcards up to possibly large and expensive pieces.
of jewelry.

enat?; Dougras. This is all?

Mr. Dervarre. This is all.

Senator Dougras. I had heard that there is a drink called Curacao.
Is that purchased ?

Mr. Drrvarre. It is purchased in very small quantities. We hope
that it might be purchased in large quantities, but 1t is not,

Senator Douaras. Does the tourist buy bottles of Curacao when
he comes to Curacaof :

Mr. Dervarie. We do have a beautiful package of three bottles
that sells for $5 or $6, but actually the sale of this is not large enough
to contribute to broadening our economic base.

Senator Dougras. I had always thought that this was one of the
attractions which made trips to Curacao so attractive.

Mr. Drrvarre. Mr. Douglas, I do not doubt that it might be in the
minds of Americans——

Senator Douaras. I might say that I am not a prohibitionist, and
I do not want to pose under false colors. Unlike my colleague from
Utah, I am not a prohibitionist.

Senator BENNETT. Your colleague from Utah, who does not drink
Curacao, observes that it is one of those liqueurs that is served in tiny
quantities, after one has eaten and drunk so much that there is no
room for much more,

S S&g do not think that it will replace Scotch whisky in the United
ta .

Senator Douaras. I am very much surprised by this testimony that
only & small proportion of American purchases goes for Curacao.

Mr. Denvarre. The statistics show that this is true. Our dollar
volumes do not come from that.

Senator Doueras. I wonder if your statistics are correct

Mr. Devvarie. I would be happy to have our government send you
a group of our statistics. I think you will find that they are the
best prepared in the West Indies.

Senator BeNNeTT: What proportion of American purchases would
be represented by this liquor, roughly ¢
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Mr. DervacLe. I would estimate that the sales would be, rou%)l:)ly,
between $100,000 and $125,000 a year, out of total purchases of about
$6 million.

Senator BeNNETT. That is 2 percent.

Mr. DELvaLLE., Yes.

May I go on with my statement ¢ .

I was saying that actually we reverse the pattern, because in
Curacao the money actually goes on purchases. In the next few years
Shuracgo cannot build any kind of tourist trade which is not based on

opping.

ng arge still in the midst of building up the other attractions which
some of our neighboring islands already have. )

The enactment of H.R. 6611 would be a death blow to our entire
d?velopment and would forestall all of our carefully worked out
plans.

This, in turn, would be a crippling blow to our entire economy.

We fear that the Froblems created will be of such a nature that
our people easily could fall prey to the promises of those who want to
alienate us from our traditional friendship with the United States.

The United States itself has had a greater income from Curacao
purchases in the United States than Curacao has enjoyed from U.S,
tourism, Curacao has to import almost everything consumed.

Despite partnership in the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Curacao
has traditionally favored the United States in its imports. In his
1960 annual report to the State Department, the U.S. consul general
in Curacao pointed out that the U.S. share in the total non-petroleum
imports, for January to September 1959, was slightly more than
50 percent.

he Dutch Antilles, one of the most stable political influences in &
volatile Caribbean area, import over $70 million of U.S. goods each
year. Curacao—the Antilles’ most important island—brings in $29
million of such stable goods as Detroit cars, Louisville refrigerators,
Philadelphia air conditioners, and Florida foods each year, Louisiana
rice, wheat, tobacco, even Virginia apples.

Against this, U.S. tourists paid out $6 million for tourist services
and shopping trips in Curacao. Out of all U.S. public and private
spending overseas, only $5.7 million was spent on purchases in what
is generally regarcied as the favorite shopping center of the Caribbean.

or every dollar laid out by the American tourist, $5 are spent by
Curacaoans in the United States, or about $250 for every man, wo-
man, and child.

Mr. Chairman, these amounts may appear insignificant in compari-
son with the entire U.S. economy, but I suppose there are some mem-
bers of this committee—and, most certainly, of this Congress—from
small towns where even small amounts of money can be of great im-
portance for development.

. It is difficult for us to explain to Antillians why the United States
is willing to jeopardize its sizable nonoil trade with the islands and,
by so doing, encourage the growth of antidemocratic forces.

In discussing H.R. 6611 at the recent Economic Commission of
Latin America meeting at Santiago, Chile, U.S. Ambassador Robert
R. Woodward told us that the program is designed; and I quote, “to
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have the least possible adverse impact on the earnings of less-devel-
oped countries.” ‘ L

Indeed, the enactment of H.R. 6611 will have severe adverse im-
pact on the island of Curacao. We sympathize with the U.S. balance-
of-payments problem. We understand that the $500 limit was orig-
inally enacted to aid the development of European areas, at a time
when the purchasing power of the dollar was much higher,

Perhaps it is now time for you to consider use of this device to aid
the Caribhean. Perhaps vou can enuct a special exemption for th
Caribbean, Latin American. and other less-developed areas. :

Perhaps some compromise can be found to assure equal treatment
for all our needs. p

What we do know is that—should the $500 to $100 cut hecome law,
we exnect. the worst. The major portion of Curacaoans divectly em-
ployed by the tourist industry would find themselves out of work
because shopping has been the island’s greatest tourist attraction.

Mr. Chairman, may T summarize by pointing out:

First, Curacao. a traditional friend of democracv, strategically
situated in the Caribbean, must broaden the base of its economy.

Second, an economic development plan undertaken to create new
jobs was to be financed by Dutch loans and gifts and by tourist-gen-
erated internal funds. ‘

Third, tourism today in Curacao is the second most important. in-
dustry, sustaining over 10 percent of our population. This becomes
even more important with the deterioration of the oil economy.

Fourth, Curacao tourism income is 87 percent derived from the
sale of goods, not from services. :

Fifth, with Venezuelan tourism cut off, the American tourist is
the keystone of Curncao’s entire economic development. plan.

Sixth, Curacao spends $5 in the United States for every dollar
spent bv American tourists in Curacao,

Finally. reduction of the duty-free allowance jeopardizes thousands
of tourist-based jobs, undercuts the economic development plan, and
undercuts Curacao’s purchases from the United States.

Mr. Chairman, we appreciate the apportunity to have presented
these facts in the spirit. of friendship. May T request that they be
made part of the record of this committee hearing, and may I invite
the members of the committee to come visit us in Curacao.

Thank vou.

And mav we be your host with a bottle of Curacao some day.

Senator Doveras. Senator Bennett ?

Senator BENNeTT. May I make this comment.

T have not been in Curacao, but I have been in Aruba, which has
the same kind of problem, has it not ?

Mr. DeLvacte. That is correct.

Senator BENNETT. I remember that our ship docked at midnight,
and the shops kept open through the early morning hours so that the
ship could sail again at 6, and so that those of us who had planned
to make some purchases in Aruba would have that opportunity.

Isn’t it true that you derive your tourist sales from Americans on
cruise ships which eruise in the Caribbean ¢ -

Mr. Denvarie. Mr. Bennett, accorfling to the figures for last year,
our total American tourism amounted to approximately 60,000, of

]
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which 54,000 came in by cruise ships, and 6,000 for so-called stayovers.

Now, you were referring to Aruba. I did not make too much men-
tion of Aruba in this presentation because Aruba at this moment still
is not as far developed as we are.  But they are trying to reach our
position. They have their own development plan which is coming
along, again based, primarily, on the expansion of the American
tourist trade.

I would like to mention in connection with Aruba, that as you are
well familiar, Aruba has probably the free world’s largest, if not the
largest, then the second largest, refinery today. It belongs to Stand-
ard Oil, and of course it is American owned.

Senator BENNETT. But, basically, the Island of Curacao and the
Island of Arbua share the same type of economy; they have the same
relationship to tourism?

Mr. DenvarpLe. That is correct.

Senator BENNETT. They get their tourist business from cruise ships
that stop there for a brief period of time?

Mr. I?ELVALLE. That is correct, sir.

Senator BENNETT. Now, actually, the ship we were on did not stop
at Curacao; it chose to stop at Aruba. So we had that choice.

Now, there is one clause in this prepared statement which you did
not read. It is the last clause in the next-to-the-last paragraph on
page8. Thecopy I havesays:

This undercuts Curacao’s purchases from the United States, and may force
Curacaoans to ask for American aid.

Have these islands ever had any aid from the Government of the
United States?

Mr. DeELvaLrLe. No, Mr. Bennett, they have not. We have always
kept our own house in order.

enator BENNETT. Apparently, turning back to an earlier part of
that same paragraph, you expect to get some aid from the homeland
of the Netherlands in ({avelopmg this adjustment from an oil economy
to an economy in which tourism will play a more important part?

My, Dervarie, That is correct. ,

But we do not call it the homeland any more. In our position, we
are actually one of three autonomous partners in the Kingdom.

Senator BENNETT. You maintain just an emotional or a patriotic
relationship with the Netherlands?

Mr. DervarLe. Mr. Bennett, while our position is not as far as the
British Commonwealth’s, at the same time, it is much further than
most of the other islands.

We only look to Holland today for defense, and for foreign affairs
representation. For the rest, we take care of our own problems. But
when we come along with a very large {)]an, as we have now, and this
plan calls for an expenditure of what I think is about $26 million to
$30 million, we feel that we cannot finance this by ourselves. We have
to turn to someone.

And we think that it is only right that we turn to Holland and not
to the United States, if we possibly can avoid it.

Senator BENNETT. But you have also made the point that for every
dollar the American tourists spends in Curacao, the people on the
island spend $5 in the United States. :
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Do you think the passage of this bill might have one of these two
effects: Either have a tendency to turn that trade somewhere else in
retaliation, or so reduce the economy of the island that the people in
Curacao could not buy as much in the United States?

Mr. DeLvaLLe. The second is correct, sir. I do not think that we
would turn away from the United States in our purchases. I just
think that we would have less income. Out of plain necessity we
&quld have to spend less, and I think every country would share in

is.

This would not be a matter directed against the United States at
all. We will just buy less from Holland, less from England and less
mm the United States, and less from any country that supplies us

RY. ‘

Senator BENNETT. And is this true of the other islands in the Dutch
Antillest

Mr. DeLvarie. That is correct. It is exactly the same.

Senator BeNNeTT. I have no other questions.

Senator Douaras. Are the customs regulations for Curacao deter-
mined in Holland or by Curacao itself?

Mr, Drrvarte. Mr. Douglas, I definitely want to make the point
that in internal administration, which includes customs, we decide
our own rules,

You know very well that as partners in the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, we are tied to GATT. And so, when and if we want to make
changes, we have to submit this through the official channels, and then
it is taken up for us.

Senator Doucr.as. Earlier, Mr. Flues, whose testimony I think you
heard, gave me a memorandum, one item of which was in Curacao
there 1s no exemption——

Mr. Dervire. That is correct. ]

Senator Douveras. If T may complete the sentence—no exemption
on commodities which native Curacaoans bring back from foreign
countries.

Now, is this by decision of Curacao itself?

. Mr. Deuvarie. Mr. Douglas, that is a matter of historical growth;
it has never been otherwise.

However, I think that your question probably implies something
else; in other words, you are trying to bring two things into relation-
ship with each other. I would like to make this point: There is a very
big practical difference when, first, customs officials are so liberal that
they practically do not look at what you bring back; and, second, if
you have to pay duty, that duty will be roughly 4 percent.

Senator Doucras. I have always appreciated the low tariff attitude
of the Netherlands, but do you think you can conscientiously ask that
we keep an exemption of $500 on American purchases in Curacao,
whereas you permit no exemption of Curacao purchases in the United
States. Is that consistent?

Mr. DeLvaute. Mr. Douglas, I think that answer is not so easy to

ive. There are several things entwined in this. First, I agree that
if you are in the difficult position that you are in today with your dol-
Iar balances, that this has to be corrected. I think that once we are a
part of the free world, we have got to share in this with you. We are
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definitely not in any way indicating that we think that a compromise
would be incorrect.

Second, I would like to goint out that if one country has, let us say,
50 percent duty, in a way o speakin%——-—

enator Dougras. I think your duty is much less than that now,
if I may say so. )

Mr. DeLvaLie. Mr. Douglas, I know the American duties on certain
specific items, and it is very possible that the statements of the gentle-
men who were here yesterday and today are correct.

But I am also equally convinced that it does not apply to the pur-
chases made in the Netherlands Antilles.

In other words, if you consider the articles which are most fre-
quently purchased there and brought back here, then that average duty
isnot 15 percent, it is considerably more.

Senator Doucras. What are those articles?

Mr. DervaLre. Let us say on cameras it would be 15 percent. On
watches, when they are really completed watches, as you heard this
morning, they will run the whole gamut. They might be way up or
wag down. )

n China it is very high.

Senator Doucras. And on Curacao——

Mr. DeLvaLre. On Curacao liquor you are allowed your usual quota,
which, if I am not mistaken, is 1 gallon a person. And beyond that
you would have to pay your duty. And I frankly am not aware of
that duty here. I was trying to make the point that if you make this
comparison—now, we go along with gour 15 percent, though I frankly
take the liberty of saying that it doesn’t apply to goods most fre-
quently purchased in our area—you have to take into consideration
what we are paying. Because it is a lot different when a resident
returns to Curacaco and gays 4 percent on the hundreds of dollars in
American goods that he has purchased here than when an American
goes down there and pays at least 15 percent on goods purchased in
Curacao.

Senator Doucras. He does pay 4 percent #

Mr. DevvaLie. Yes; he does pay 4 percent.

Senator Dougras. Whereas in the United States an American tour-
ist can go to Curacao, bring back $500 worth of purchases and pay
nothing in duty, and even under this bill he could bring back $100
worth and pay nothingl.‘{

Senator BENNETT. Mr. Chairman, I would like to get my own
thinking on that. I think Mr. Delvalle said earlier that there were
many, many things on which the tourist paid nothing. I get the
impression that in Curacao you had a bigger free list than we have
in this country.

Mr. DeLvaLe. Mr. Bennett, we have gractica]ly no free list at all.
It applies only to books, periodicals, and educational things.

Senator BENNETT. I see.

Senator Doueras. I want to congratulate the witness on very honest
testimony.

Mr. DeLvaLie. I couldn’tbe different, sir.

Senator Douaras. I appreciate that. One of the strongest tests of
character is whether you are willing to volunteer testimony adverse to
yourself. I congratulate you.
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- Mr. Dervarre. Thank you, sir. i

Senator Douaras. Have you ever made any efforts to liberalize the
no-exemption provisions in Curacro? )

Me, DenvarLe. We have not, Mr. Douglas. But I think that we
haven't, not because of any lack of willingness, but just. because 1t was
never a question that was raised.

Now, I understand from the previous discussions this morning that
your Government—or at least you as Senator, scems to feel quite
strongly that this should be a reciprocal sort of thing.

Senator Dovaras. Precisely, 1 do not mean that as the Govern-
ment——

Mr. Denvarie. I understand, you as a Senator. And I think the
preceding gentleman from the State Department also mentioned some-
thing along this line.

And I can assure you when I go back I will be glad to take this up
with our Prime Minister and see whether anything can be done and
see whether this can be presented to GA'T'T.

But, again, I must stress——

Senator Douvaras. You have to get a permit from GATT to liberal-
ize émde? I thought you had to get a permit only when you restrict
trade.

Mr. Dervarie. It has been 9 years since I have been in the Govern-
ment, and it is not. clear in my mind. I would like to check on that.

If so, it is so much the better.

But it is something we should study.

Senator Dovaras. I don’t think GATT is n contributing influence
to the prevention of your liberalizing importation.

Mr. Dervarie. Again, we must come back to this, Mr. Douglas.
You must take into consideration not only the amount of our pur-
chases but the low duty. In other words, if these duties amounted
to 1 percent, it would be practically nothing at all.

Senator Douvaras. I notice you have not used the argument of the
relatively strong economy of the United States and the lesser economic
strength of Curacao, and I want to congratulate you on that.

Mvr. Devvante. Thank you, sir.

Senator Doveras., If I may say so, I have had some very unhappy
experiences with a few of my British friends. I was having afternoon
tea the other day with some Inglish friends, and they spoke with
great exultation of the fact that South Wales longshoremen had re-
fused to unload American conl because they believed that this would
deprive miners of employment in the coal mines of South Wales.

I said, “Well, this 1s very interesting. Now it will be possible for
me to yield to the demands of American industry that we restrict the
importation of goods from Great Britain.”

nd immediately a cry of terror and of anger came from these
friends of mine, and they said, “Oh, no, you can’t do that.”

And T said, “W¢’1, why do vou hold us to more severe standards
than you impose upon yourself? You say that you have the right, and
glory in it, of shutting off imports from the United States by volun-
tarv action. And yet you say that we have no reciprocal right.”

They said, “Well, there is a great difference in strength.”

Now, this raises the question as to just how long the colossus nf the
north can bear the burdens of the world upon its shoulders.
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In a sense, I had hoped that our difficulties would produce an under-
standing feeling in other countries; that they would see that we, too,
have our troubles, and that they would be anxious to come forward
to assist us as we assisted them in their need. But I haven’t seen many
evidences of that.

I am not suggesting that Curacao bear the full load of the burdens
of the United States on its frail shoulders. But I do think its recip-
rocal willingness is very important.

Mr. DervarLe. Mr. Douglas, you could hardly expect us to feel
something more favorable about you. We have always felt that our
n.ttl,itude toward the United States is one of friendliness from both
sides.

Senator Dovaras. When you go back to Curacao, will you say yon
have been here and have argued that we should not place any restric-
tions upon the importation of Curacao liquor or upon the bringing
back of the Curacao goods by American citizens, and that, therefore,
reciprocally you feel that the Curacao Government should impose no
restrictions upon Curacao citizens in bringing back American articles
to Curacao?

Mz, DeLvanLe. Mr. Douglas, I most certainly cannot answer for my
Government,

Senator Dovgras. Can you answer as an individual ?

My, DevvaLre. Definitely, most emphatically.

Senator Dovaras. Will you write to the Netherlands Government in
the Iague asking that they act similarly, inasmuch as that Govern-
ment allows no exemption, according to the testimony yesterday ¢

Mr. DervarLe. Mr. Douglas, I think that is completely beyond any-
thing that I could possibly recommend or do.

Senator Doueras. Aren’t you a citizen of the Netherlands?

Mr. Dervarie. I am a citizen of the Netherlands Antilles.

Senator Douaras. Aren’t you also a citizen of the Netherlands?

Mr. DervaLLe. Qur passport is a Dutch passport which bears the
identification “Netherlands Antilles” on it. It is separate.

- Senator Douaras. Do you have a separate foreign service?

Mr. DeLvaLLe. We do not, sir.

Senator Douaras. Do you have separate representation in the
United Nations?

Mr. Drrvarrr. Wedo not.  We have additional representation.

Senator Dougras. Don’t you have the right to petition to the
Netherlands Government ¢

Mr. DeLvarLe. The right of—

Senator Douaras. The right of petition. You see, we, as citizens,
have the right to petition our Government, and this applies to Puerto
Ricans and residents of the Virgin Islands, as well as to those in the
continental United States. We protect that right by one of the
amendments to the Constitution.

Now, Holland is, of course, a country of religious freedom and po-
litical freedom, and you have the right to petition, too, don’t you?

Mr. DenvaLLE. Yes, Mr. Douglas.

S.enatgr Douaras. Why aren’t you willing to exercise this right of
petition ?

Mr. Denvarte. Mr. Douglas, the problem is that I am not here as a
representative of anyone that has to do with anything connected with
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Europe or Holland, I am representing my island and my problem
and my area,

Senator Doucras. But dealing as one individual to another, if one
of the ethical bases of life is that you should not ask from others that
which you are not willing to accord to them—and I think this is a
basic rule of life—then just as you make and we gladly receive your
comments about the actions of the American Government, is there not,
also a similar obligation upon you to make similar representations
to your own Government ¢

Or is the exercise of benevolence to be solely an American requirve-
ment, an ethical requirement upon America which calls for no re-
ciprocal action by other nations?

fr. DELvarre. You are quite right, Mr. Douglas, but ¥ must again
say, I can only make this recommendation to my own Netherlands
Antilles Government. Customs are something which we decide at
homo and Holland decides its customs. And this is something which
I must represent——

Senator Dovanas. You will write to the Government of Curacao?

Mr. DervacLe. I am going back to Curacao tomorrow. I will take
this up as one of the feelings which was expressed at this hearing.

Senator Douar.as. We have lots of good things to have you take back
from the United States, and we regret that you will not be able to pur-
chase as many of these articles as you otherwise would if your Govern-
ment had as {ibeml provisions as those which we are proposing to put
into effect here.

Mr. Dervarre. Well, Mr. Douglas, I think that there isn’t a single
citizen of the Netherlands Antilles who comes up here who doesn’t go
back with a considerable amount of purchases above the $100 average
or the $150 average that was mentioned yesterday as the U.S. citizen’s
average purchase abroad.

Senator Dovaras. We think that would happen also with respect
to American purchases in Curacao; that the imposition of a $100 limit
would not shut off purchases, though we think it would diminish them.

Mr. Dervarre. I cannot speak for U.S. citizens. We buy your
goods and pay the 4 percent.

Senator Dovaras. As in the case of other witnesses, I am not speak-
ing to you so much as trying to speak through you to the European
governments themselves.

Mr. Drrvarie. Mr. Douglas, I would very much like you to see
me as & neighbor in the Antilles in this hemisphere, and not as a rep-
resentative or person in any connection with Holland, except that we
are part—-—

Senator Doucras. Holland is a great country. I hope you will
not disavow your relationship to Holland.

Mr. Drrvarte. No, sir—except that we are part of Holland as a
political unit, but economically we belong in this hemisphere.

Senator Doveras. Mr. Delvalle, T may have given you a rough
time, but the name of Delvalle is quite dear to me, it so happens, be-
cause my commanding general had the name of Delvalle. He was a
very brave and skillful Marine, and he came originally from Puerto
Rico. When I became & civilian I found that our political ideas dif-
fered very sharply, but I may say that as a field Marine he was superb:
brave, skillful, and considerate of hi§ men—the very model of what
a major general should be.
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Mr, DeLvarre. In all honesty, Mr. Douglas, he was not a relative of
mine. 1 would like to mention this, Mr. Douglas. When we con-
ducted negotiations after the war in connection with the sale of oil
from Curacao, we insisted and fought for months with various gov-
ernments in order for us to obtain the right to convert pounds into
dollars. This was done because we wanted the liberty to purchase
goods in the United States when we wanted them.

We did not want to be tied down to buy from any specific European
country.

I just wanted to give you that as background information.

And I have another question which I hope you will not mind my
asking, once we are talking about reciprocity, Do you think there is
any chance of Curacao liquor ever being given the complete right of
importation into the United States without any duty ¢

enator Douoras. Well, I would say that it shouid be given the
same treatment as any other.

Mr. DevvarLe. Thank you very much.

Senator Douar.as. Thank you very much, Mr. Delvalle,

Mr. Vesey of the Bermuda Trade Development Board.

And I hope, Mr. Delvalle, that you carry back pleasant memories
of our country.

Mr. DervaiLe. I most certainly do.

Senator Doueras. Mr. Vesey, you may proceed

STATEMENT OF N. H. P. VESEY, CHAIRMAN, THE BERMUDA TRADE
DEVELOPMENT BOARD, ACCOMPANIED BY W. J. WILLIAMS,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. Vesey. Mr. Chairman, my name is Henry Vesey, and I am
.chairman of the Bermuda Trade Development Board, and & member
of the Bermuda House of Assembly.

I am accompanied by Mr. W. J. Williams, who is the executive
director of the Trade Development Board. I would like first to thank
the chairman and members of the committee for permission to appear
this mornin%.

I have a brief statement to make, after which I would be pleased
to answer any questions you might have.

The residents of Bermuda appreciate the problems that confront
the United States as it seeks to improve its balance of payments po-
sition. We are therefore sympathetic with U.S. efforts to help cor-
rect this situation.

Mr. Chairman, I may say that we have been in that situation our-
selves for a number of years.

However, it does not appear that H.R. 6611, which would reduce
the duty-free limit on tourist purchases from $500 to & maximum of
$100, will contribute to this objective. Our own assessment indi-
cates that a duty-free allowance figure of $100, will, in fact, have over-
all effects quite distant from, and even contrary to, those desired. The
adverse effects of the proPosal upon Bermuda-United States relation-
ships are emphasized by the following facts:

1. Only 20 square miles in size, just off the eastern shores of the
United Svt.ates, ermuda has strong historical and military security
ties with the United States.



00 DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE ‘OF : RETURNING 'RESIDENTS

2, Bermuda has no natural resources with which to support a grow-
ing population now numberin% approximately 42,000. R
3. The economy of Bermuda 1s almost totally dependent upon its
tourist trade—85 percent of which comes from the United States. -

4. United States presently enjoys a favorable balance of trade with
Bermuda. >

5. Bermuda cannot produce enough food for its own needs. It
must import. It buys more food and other goods from the United
States than from all other countries combined. :

6. In 1960, Bermuda's 42,000 cit'zens spent $26,578,261 on goods
from the United States. Thisis $633 per capita.

7. For mutual security reasons, U.S. military bases occupy some
10 percent. of Bermuda’s limited land area, and are a free-will gift
so far as Bermuda is concerned.
| Ma%' I elaborate on that in order to make the position quite clear
there

Senator Doucras. Surely.

Mr. Vesey. When the land was acquired for the two bases, neatly
all of it was privately owned. The land had to be purchased. Iler
Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, in the first place, put
up the necessary money to purchase that land.

The Bermuda Government immediately assumed the responsibility
for it, and has, in effect, paid to the United Kingdom Government
practically the entire amount. We have a program set up, and 1
tllnink we have one or possibly two more payments to make to com-

ete it.

P But we felt that we wanted to make that our contribution to the
war effort and to indicate our friendship and good will to the United
States, which goes back over a long periog of our history. -

As o matter of fact, I do not know whether you are aware of it,
but we contributed some of the gul{yowder which enabled you to ob-
tain your independence during the War of Independence.

Senator DoueLas. I am quite well aware of that fact. The U.S.
Marines went to Bermuda and seized that gunpowder.

Mr. Vesey. Well, Bermudians actually cooperated with you; we
seized the gunpower and turned it over to you.

8. Since security and economics are inseparable, Bermuda is, in
effect, virtually a contiguous area of the United States.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS OF PROPOSAL

z\% best as we can anticipate, these would be the effects of the pro-
osil:
P I. It would not be consistent with and will weaken historical U.S.
ties with Bermuda.
I1. It will deprive Bermuda of revenue which, though insignificant
in terms of the total 17.S. problem, is vital to the island economy.
ITI. It will inevitably weaken the favorable balance of trade that
the United States now enjoys with Bermuda. Indeed, though the
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amou(lllé(s1 involved would be small, the effect would be opposite to that
intended.

I. The damage to historical ties: Because Bermnuda is virtually
contiguous to American shores, an identity of interests has united
rhe two areas economically, culturally, and militarily over the years,

Their traditional joint approach toward mutual problems is under-
written by the military use that the United States makes of this island.
While the benefits of the U.S. bases to Bermuda are fully recognized—
and I may say, Mr. Chairman, we do recognize them, they are very
real—it seems appropriate to recall that Bermuda gave, without re-
striction or financial payment, 10 percent of its small land area for a
U.S. airbase and naval base under a 99-year lease.

I1. The proposal will deal a critical blow to Bermuda: The num-
ber of dollars that the United States might retain within its economy
through the proposal would be trifling 1n terms of its 180 million in-
habitants. On the other hand, it would represent a very critical
amount to Bermuda’s 42,000 inhabitants.

Tourism is not simply another dimension to Bermuda’s economy.
It is thie very life of the island. Aside from the employment of a
few Bermudians at the U0.S. bases, there is literally no source of em-
ployment other than tourism. And if T may just elaborate briefly
on the employment of Bermudians on the bases, the total number
employed at any one time during the last few years has been 700.

But that number fluctuates, depending very largely on construc-
tion work which may be undertaken at the bases. %f there is a con-
struction job underway, the figure goes up to that, and as the con-
struetion jobs diminish, the figure drops.

While hotel, restaurant, and entertainment expenditures in Ber-
muda account for the bulk of the tourist dollar, nearly 25 cents out
of every tourist dollar spent in Bermuda last year was for merchandise
returned to the United States.

In 1960, Bermuda’s income from American tourists was $30,600,000,
and avproximately $7,650,000 of this was for the purchase of mer-
chandise.

Computations, as shown by the supplementary table attached, show
that if the proposal had been in effect last year and tourists had ve-
stricted their purchases to $100 or less, total expenditures on mer-
chandise during the year would have been reduced by $3,037,050.

May I just explain that the supplementary table attached covers a
12-month peri()({) from March 1960 to February 1961, and it is ex-
tracted from a continuous survey which we have been carrying out
for the last 12 years.

From that survey we obtain a lot of other information which is
helpful to us, particularly in directing advertising and promotion and
that sort of thing,

The survey was not carried out specifically for this purpose, but
it was easily available because of the continuing survey.
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(The table referred to follows:)
SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE

Bependitures for Bermuda merchandise (based on interviews with 4,210 tourists
from March 1960 to February 1961)

Percent of Total Percent of
Number of total amount { total spent
Range of expenditures tourists | numberof | spent by | by those
interviewed| tourists those jinterviewed
interviewed
41 ) 51 I Y A PR
938 2.3 |7 "$15,049 5.4
1,362 32.3 4, 857 10.7
839 19.9 , 570 20.3
435 10.3 41,370 14.9
534 12.7 84, 4 30.3
61 1.5 26,208 9.4
b X117 PRI 4,210 100.0 278, 452 100.0

Mr, Vesey. This $3,037,050 is equivalent to 0.00008 (or eight-thou-
sandths of 1 percent) of all retail sales by U.S. apparel and general
merchandise stores in 1960. On the other hand, it represents 39.7
percent of last gear’s sales by similar retail outlets in Bermuda.

ITI. United States already enjoys favorable balance of trade with
Bermuda ; proposal could upset this: (¢) That the United States now
enjoys a favorable trade balance with Bermuda is shown by the fol-

lowing:

Totat spend-
Total Ber- | Ing by Ber-
muda Incom muda in
from U.S. | U.8,, {nclud-
tourists ing imports

and travel
$22, 300, 000 $20, 710, 815
286, 300, 000 23,124,376
28, 960, 000 28, 437,615
29, 510, 000 34,475,922
30, 600, 000 38, 101, 947
137, 670, 000 41, 940, 678

Mr. Vesey. Mr. Chairman, a considerable amount hers is spent on
travel and education. I may say that a great many Bermudians send
their children to the United S{ates to attend the universities and
secondary schools. '

I, myself, for example, sent both of my boys to the United States, and
they both attended the Loomis School in Windsor, Conn., and one of
them attended Dartmouth College.

Senator Doueras. When they came back to Bermuda, how much
could they bring in duty free?

Mr. Vesey. Mr. Chairman, as far as the duty-free arrangement is
concerned, at the present time there is no such arrangement.

Senator Doucras. There is no exemption ¢

Mr. Vesey. There are no exemptions. But I say that, as chairman
of the trade development board, I have a considerable responsibility in
this development of tourism, and, in:addition, I have other responsi-

‘
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bilities in the coloniy;. What I am going to say does not arise out of
the remarks which have been made here, but are co?lebely sympa-
thetic with your point of view on this point. But 1 have felt fox
some time that Bermudians should enjoy the same type of privilege
that U.S. citizens do when they return home, and I have so rep-
resented to the finance committee of the house of assembly.

And they have undertaken recently to consider the matter.

Now, when I return home, I intend to emphasize the desirability
for iv. I believe in reciprocity, and this certainly highlights it. As
far as I am concerned, it is something that I fully agree with you on,
and will do my best to see that there is reciprocity.

Senator DouarLas. I want to thank you personally; I am beginning
to think possibly that tourism may have value.

Mr. Vesey. May Icarryon?t

Senator Douaras. Of course.

Mr. Vesey. Any development that adversely affects Bermuda’s
economy will inevitably be reflected by decreased purchases from the
United States. And that is because we would have less dollars to
spend, sir, and for no other reasons.

(b) Bermuda imports more from the United States than from
any other country. Importsin 1960,in U.S. dollars, were:

From Canada.... ———————— e e -—- $4,001, 605
From United Kingdoma oo 11, 780, 156
From United States. . . oo e —————— 26, 578, 261
From all Others8 . o e e ————— 12, 749, 953

(¢) The advantages to American tourists of shopping in Bermuda
contribute substantially to their reasons for visiting this island. This
American tourist trade earns dollars for the United States that more
than offset merchandise expenditures by U.S. tourists in Bermuda.

Now, the following table, Mr. Chairman, was prepared in order to

ive an indication as to the benefits of the tourist business to the

nited States. The table shows that Pan American Airways and
Eastern Airlines, for example, collected a total of approximatel
$8.5 million for fares, not only of tourists, but of Bermudians travel-
ing to and from the United States as well, and that U.S. travel agents
earned approximately $1.4 million.

Senator Dovaras. With a 5 percent commission ¢

Mr. Vesey. A 10 percent commission. .

And then on the other side we have indicated total U.S. expenditures
on merchandise, $7,650,000.

(The table referred to is as follows:)

Dollars spent by U.S, tourists for merchandise in Bermuda (1960},
B0 e e e e — i ——————————————————————— $7, 650, 000

Dollars returned or retained by U.S. companies serving Bermuda's
tourist trade (1960) :

Alr fares to U.S. carriers (Pan Am and Eastern) from Bermuda

tOUrBtS o o e e em e e _— 1 8, 500,

U.S. travel agent commissions for Bermuda hotel reservations.. * 1, 400,

g8

Totaleweeu-- —— ——— —— —e 19,

1 Approximate.

g
g

71484—61—T7
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Mr. Vesey. (d) There is an imbalance of sterling as well as dollars.
If Bermuda cannot earn dollars, it will have no alternative but to in-
crease its purchases from sterling areas. In this event, the balance
of trade now favorable to the United States might be jeopardized.

I may say that the general inclination of Bermudians is to purchase
things from the United States, for a number of reasons, including the
fact that you can always get spare parts for machinery quickly. The
plumbing in Bermuda houses, and other things that we use, generally
‘are the same as you use; in other words, we are 80 much a part of the
Western Hemisphere that our thinking is very similar to yours.

The United States will, of course, do itself as well as the entire free
world a disservice if it fails to protect the integrity of the dollar and
thereby jts own economic welfare. It is hoped that the Congress of
the United States will, in its wisdom, devise means to achieve this
necessary objective. But it is also hoped that this desirable end can be
attained without disproportionate and calamitous effects on a mili-
tarily important, traditionally friendly, contiguous area.

\Senator Dovueras. Thank you for your very courteous and fair-
minded statement. .

I think many of us would like to make exceptions for the Caribbean
countries and include Bermuda in this list. The difficulty is that when
you start making exce;{tions, you are continuously forced to extend the
ares to which they apply. - ‘ ,

Mr. Vesey. We make exceptions as far as U.S. citizens are concerned
who are stationed at the base; they have duty-free privileges.

-Senator Dovaras, For example, Haiti, Canada, Malaya, Ireland,
and Mexico have all diplomatically protested this bill, as well s the
Netherlands, which protested not for itself, but for the Dutch Antilles.

Furthermora, ‘a. resolution: was adopted during the recent ECLA
meeting by Argentina, France, the Netherlands, Mexico, Panama, and
Peru urging ECLA members, in drafting legislation or regulations
applying to customs or other practices of similar nature, to take into
account. the importance of encoumging:the flow of tourists to other
ogung'ies of the region and to avoid measures which may jeopardize
this flow. . 4 . : ‘ ‘

I would like to make excaption to the Caribbean countries and the
countries over the Atlantic.coast of the United States, But if we do
that, Mexico will be up in arms; and South America will be up-in
arms; then the Philippines will be up in arms; and then the Irish will
be up in arms, SRR

I appreciate your coming very much, Mr. Vesey. - ... . -

I had hoped we could finish this morning. But we have two more
witnesses. I wonder if they would consider it unduly severe if we
adjourned to 2:30 this afternoon. o

Mr. Symonette and Mr: Craig, is that satisfactoryf -

Mr. SymoNETTE. Ye€8. .. .
< Senntor Dovaras, It is hard to get the wotd n,rouhd“(i’{u‘(;.kly, but
‘tvé-would have been glad.to have had representatives from the Nether-
%pd,‘s, Haiti, Malaya, the Philippines, Canada, Mexico, Argentina,

anamsa, France, and Peru appear this afternoon: to present their
views, because we do not want to shut anyone off, TR

Senator BENNETT. Mr, Chairman, may I just make one observation,
or clear one thing with Mr. Vesey.

' ' Fommve§ D el LT
!
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Looking at the supplementary tab]e I dlscoveled that the number -

of tourists interviewed in this Fe who bought more than $200
represent 1.5 percent of the total number interviewed, and 9.4 of the
total merchandise involved. If this bill were amended to give a $200
limit instead of a $100 limit, would you consider that that would be
more desirable?

Mr. Vesey. Well, sir, that would help out in the situation quite
definitely, It would affect us to the tune of nearly 10 percent. But
that would certainly help out; yes.

Senator BENNETT. And if we go down to the $100, you are aﬂ'ected
to the tune of 39.7 percent, roughly#

Mr. Vesev. That is rlght sir. That would be really a very severe
blow to the island’s economﬁ

yo
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erator of a hotel in the Bahumas, a territory which would bo affected
adversoly by any aotion on the purt of the Congress to enact legisla-
tion which would drastically curtail duty-free allowances now al-
lowed to U.S. resider..  turning from nbroad.

I am wholly in symimt.hy with the administration’s attempts to
curb the outflow of gold from the United States. ITowever, I re-
spectfully submit that the reasons behind ILR. 6611 and its pro-
visions to lower duty-free allowances from $500 to $100 for cach re-
turning U.S. resident have virtually disappeared since the gold situ-
ation has alroady been stabilized,

I further submit for your consideration the thought that any drus-
tic lowering of the present duty-free allowance would have negligible
oifect on the U.S. gold situation,

I am of the firm opinion that any sovere curtailiment of duty-free
allowances would in the long run work a considerable hardship on
the United States in that it would most certainly tend to create trado
imbalances with cash-customoer countries friendly to this country and
enger to trado with its businessmen if allowed suflicient dollar ox-
chango to do so.

It is especially important, I beliove, that we take special care to fos-
ter our trade and relutions and cultural and cconomic interchange with
our neighbors in Latin America, the Caribbean, the Bahamas, and
Bermuda.

I am sure that at least some informed persons will agres with mo
when I say that the so-called image of our United States is not today
presenting its best faco to countries south of the Rio Grande and in
several areas of the Caribbean, :

Senator Douaras. It is of interest to me to know, M, Gill, where it
is that our image istarnished,

I\lIr. G, Well, we are being criticized quite a bit in the Caribbean
1t now.
enator Dover.as. On what grounds?
Mr. GiLr. Well, through all Latin America.
Senator Douaras. Yes, but on what grounds?
Mr. GiLr. That we are not furnishing them enough aid and eco-
nomic help, as much as we have furnished Europe.

Senator Douaras. I see. '

Our image is tarnished becauss we are not doing enough for them, is
that correct?

Mr. G, Yes, I believe it is.

Senator Dougras. And you think we should do more for them?

Mr. Gouu, I think we should, yes, sir.

Senator Douaras. I see.

Mr. Giut.. Over the years it has been the practice of our country to
act as & sort of world relief organization, passing out billions on
‘billions of dollars in one form or another of foreign aid for backward
and undeveloped countries. I should like to make it clear, however,
that I do not disagree with the idea of giving foreign aid, within our
ability, to deserving countries, :

But it seems to me that tourist travel expenditures by U.S. residents
_traveling abroad are much more acceptable on many counts than
" outright handouts, - .

.
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There is at least some value in the cultural interchange brought
about by American citizens traveling abroad, but coupled with it is the
fact that countries outside the United States must have the means by
which to acquire dollars before they can trade for our products and
services. Today the cheap labor markets of the Far Juast, Western
Kurope—and perhaps even the Iron Curtain countries—are eager to
gobble up an over-increasing share of the trade offered at our own
doorstep in Latin America and the offshore island territories.

As un oxample of what U.S. tourist expenditures mean by way of
providing dollar exchange—nnd therefore a stimulation of trade with
tho United States—I would like to cite some U.S., Department of

Jommorce figures for three of our smallest island neighbors. USDC
figures for 1960 show three small island territories—Bahamas, Trini-
dad, and Bermuda—spend in that year alone a total of $114,030,841 for
the direct purchase of U.S. products. It is well known that the bulk
of the dollar exchange available to those particular countries during
1960 was derived from tourism,

Senator Dovaras. Is that true of Trinidad? What about oil from
Trinidad ¢

Mr. GiLr. I donot have that breakdown,

Senator Doucras. In the old days there used to be a lot of asphalt
from Trinidad. Has that ceased ?

Mr., G, I think most of the asphalt comes from Venezuela, now.

Senator Dovaras. Go ahead.

Mr, GiLL. If we could maintain with the rest of the countries of the
world the same dollar balance which we enjoy with our adjacent
islands, we would not have to worry about the drain on the U.S. dollar.

I can speak for the entire State of Florida when I say that today
more than one-third of the State’s total economy is derived from
tourism, An additional very substantial amount of Florida’s econ~
omy comes from its export trade with Latin America, the Caribbean,
and the Bahamas, , ~

The present unrest in the Caribbean, however, has caused a severe
drop in trade and tourist revenues from that area. To be sure, Flor-
ida business houses have suffered the ill effects of the genera’l U.S.
recession, but the economic drop in Florida has been greatly em-
phasized by a general dropoff in trade and tourism with the coun-
tries east and south of us.

Our losses from Cuba’s demise as a supplier of hard-money visitors,
and as a trade territory, have been more than substantial.

In conclusion I would like to state that the businessmen of Florida
are most enthusiastic regarding President Xennedy’s plan to brin
more foreign visitors to the U%lited States. Florida welcomes this
opFortunlty and the Sunshine State will lend its full support to this
valuable program.

However, 1t does seem to me that it would be somewhat inconsistent
on our part if at the same time we enact legislation which would,
affect the economies of the countries which we hope will supply the
United States with visitors. B

Gentlemen, if it is necessary to reduce the duty-free allowan
I urge you to consider a less drastic reduction than the one propos:ﬁ.
by the legislation under consideration. , »

Senator Doveras. Senator Bennett ?
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Senator BENNETT. NoO questions.

Senator Douvaras. No questions. Mr. Symonette?

Mr. Symoxnerre, Senator Douglas and members of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee. Iam indeed grateful to this committee for allowing
me to come before you today to present Iproblemss confronting the
colony of the Bahamas in connection with ILR. 6611,
~ I am Robert H. Symonette, a member of the Bahamas Development
Board, my colony’s government departmoent. which deals with tour-
ism, and I am also n membor of the elected ITouse of Assembly in
which I serve asthe Deputy Spoaker.

And I am now and Luve been for the past several years a member
of hoth its taviff committee and its finance committee. :
. I am very respectful of the opportunity of appearing before your
august body. I think, sir, that } might say as an aside, that trom
the standpoint of a person who has to sit on finance and tariff meas-
ures, I and my group—all of our development board members,
all of the elected members of our house—we have tried to view this
through the cyes of the members who sit around this table today
insofar as we can.

Before proceeding with the prepared statement, I would like to
clear tho record of two things that I heard in the earlier testimony
yesterday and today.

" One is, sir, in respect to the constitutional status of the Bahamas.
FVe are not a crown colony. A crown colony is a colony that no

onger has any full measure of control over its own economic affairs.
We are one of the colonies—there are only two left, Bermuda and
ourselves—who enjoy the early Stuart constitution, which is the same
constitution enjoyed by the Thirteen American Colonies.

British territories, when settled, took with them essentially the
iorm of government in the United Kingdom at the date of settlement,
and we happened to be one of those earlior territories.

Senator Doveras. Who fixes your tariff §

" Mr. StaoNeTTE. We do.

* Senator Douaras. And you fix all your customs regulations?

* Mr. SymonerTE, We do; yes, sir. .

I made that point because we will have an interesting discussion
about it later, T am sure.

Now, the Bahama Islands, with a pog‘ulation of just over 105,000,
cover almost 100,000 square miles of the Atiantic, beginning only
50 miles off the cast coast of Florida, and running over 700 miles
southeastward to virtually within the sight of the Island of His-
paniola, on which are located the Dominican Republic and the Re-
public of Haiti. The Continental Shelf of practically all of our
archipelago parallels the northern coast of Cuba.

The Bahamas were discovered by Columbus in 1492 but remained
unsettled until a group of Englishmen seeking religious freedom
%tabll('ished in the Bahamas, in 1649, the first republic in the New

orld.

In deference to Mr. Vesey, who spoke earlier, it has always been
our cbservation that Bermudians of good intention have béen coming
to the Bahamas ever since. - :

Our ties to North America date back to the earliest American co-
lonial days, and there are a great many ties. One of our islands was
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naumed for Edwin Andros, Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

Our principal street, Shirley Street, was named for Lord Shirley.
Lord Dunmore of Virginia was also one of our Governors in the
Bahamas.

The colony has had a rather indifferent history and has, from time
to time, been tho seat of pirates, repelled attacks by the Spanish—
and in this connection I might say that our sympathy with the United
States in the present. Cuban situation is probably more deep-seated
than most Americans realize. We had the unfortunate experience
of having one of our Governors captured in the early days and taken
to Havana and ronsted on spits. 4

We indulged in wrecking, blockade-running, and boot]egging.

Senator Doueras. When you say you indulged in wrecking, does
that mean that you actually wrecked ships, or just took the cargo of
wrecked ships? .

T am sure you personally have not wrecked ships,

Mr, Symonerre. I assure you I was not speaking from personal
experience. What I have been led to believe by people who have told
me the details is that our more forward looking citizens journeyed
to New York and made deals with certain captains of ships as to
the time and spot upon which their ships would happen upon un-
fortunate circumstances, and certain of our inhabitants would be on
hand to assure that the benefits were not completely lost to society.

Senator Doueras. A very frank statement.

Mr. SymoNerTE. Now, as I said, we are a self-governing British
colony. We make our own laws. We collect our own taxes, and we
.éaka no aid, either now or in the past, from England or the United

tates. _

Senator Douoras. Let me ask you this.

Are your people subject to British income taxation ¢

Mr gYMONETTE. No, sir. . .

Senator Doucras. Are they subject to American income taxation?

Mr. SymonerTE. If they are American citizens who are living in
the Bahamas, they are subject to American income tax. '

Our own residents are not, unless they have money in the United
‘States, in which case they would be.

B Senat;)r Dovuaras. Do English citizens in Nassau pay taxes to Great
ritain

Mr. SymoNeT1E. On that portion of his income that is derived in the
(113ahamas, he would not have to pay income tax to the United King-

om.

Senator Dovuagras. Suppose he had a private company in the Ba-
hamas which received interest and profits from other countries.

Mr. SymonerTe. The interest and profits would be presumably
taxed at the source——

Senator Douaras. To the degree that they were not taxed at the
source—— |

Mr. SymoNerTE. To the degree that they were not taxed at the
source, there would be no tax in the Bahamas. ‘

- Wedo not have the benefit of, I believe, the 16th amendment. .

Senator Douvaras. This'is a tax haven so far as the British Empire
isconcerned. ' ' B

Mr. SymonerTE. No, sir.
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From our own point of view our laws are not dictated by the tax
re%glptions of other countries. The so-called Companies Act to which
:1(88611eve the Senator may be referring was, in our case, passed in

Senator Douaras. I understand, this is a very ancient establishment.
It has the same status that the Channel Islands have, is that not true?
Mr. SymonerTE. The Isle of Sark and the other Channel Islands
gnjoy the same exemption from United Kingdom taxes as the Bahamas
0.
Senator Douvaras. And this makes them quite popular as residence
resorts for Englishmen, does it not ¢

Mr. SymonETTE. It does. I might say in that connection that you
will find that any country may very well prove to be a tax haven under
the laws of some other countries; indeed, the United States itself is a
tax haven for other countries.

Senator Doucras, I have never heard that. Lichtenstein is in the
same situation in Europe. There are a number of these tax-haven
small countries scattered all over the world, and they create great
problems

Mr. SymoneTTE. Unfortunately, we represent ourselves as a small
island, and international finances are beyond us.

For the last 214 centuries the colony has been a politically stable
British colony. i’olitical stability, however, is built on economic
stability. Until the last few years the Bahamas have not had any sort
of stable economy. Sitting on the very doorstep of a bountiful, pros-

erinir America, Bahamians down through the years have made
{)heir iving from the sea and from subsistence farming.

False and fleeting economies, forced on the Bah.mns because of
dire economic need, have brougixt waves of prosperity build of illicit
and flimsy endeavors such as bootlegging during the 1920’s aad block-
ade running in the 1860’s.

Sm&ator Doucras. You admit to bootlegging, we have it on the
record.

Mr. SyamonerTe. I was going to say, in light of the views the hon-

orable Senator displayed about Curacao this morning, the Bahamas
have from time to time, in the 1920’s, taken the liberty of assuaging the
thirst of our southern friends. And since that time we have taken
the liberty of trying to bring Americans to thirst-quenching
commodities. .
- Senator Dovaras. I have always believed that the bootleggers were
no worse than the people who drank the stuff. So I was not trying
to single out the Bahamas for unique obloquy. But this is interest-
ing, and is history. )

r. SymoNETTE. It would be hard to deny that all the ships that
cleared the bar for Halifax and never reached there could be said to be
anywhere else, honestlg.

Since the early 1930’s tourism has been the only base for the Ba-
hamas economy with the exception of the years of World War II
when a U.S. Ferry Command installation and a Royal Air Force
Training Center created payrolls. I cannot overemphasive that un-
like contiguous nations, the only base for our economy is tourism.
I would suggest that as we are so close to the United States that one

. i 4

'

~—
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can water ski to Nassau—and, in fact, people have already done so—
we are, in fact, virtually contiguous.

As the closest offshore neighbor of the United States, the Bahamas
form an integral part of the U.S. first line of defense. At
present, four U.S, guided-missile stations, numerous sub installations,
and down-range tracking stations are located in the island group. It
has already been announced negotiations are being finalized to provide
a large U.S. Navy testing range in Bahamas waters for submarine-
fired missiles.

I might say, sir, that this is in my constituency, so I can speak with
some authority on this.

We also have a tendency to say that Columbus was our first tourist
from other lands, and just recently Commander Shepard was our first
astronautical tourist. .

Senator Douaras. And San Salvador, then, is part of the Bahamas?

Mr. SyMoNETTE. Yes, sir.

Senator Dovaras. How many people are on the Island of San Sal-
vador now{

Mr. Symonerre. About 900, with the exception of the American
base there. -

The point that I am trying to make, sir, is that our stability is of
interest to the United States in general and to this committee in
particular,

" At the conclusion of World War II, the Bahamas were faced with
an almost insurmountable problem. With a rapidly expanding popu-
lation—and this field, sir, was the only place we had no crop failure—
no industries, no mineral wealth, nothing but agriculture in its crudest
form, and a winter tourist season lasting only 60 to 90 days.

In 1950, acting on U.S. efforts to increase tourism abroad, and to
increase oversea purchases by American tourists, the Bahamas
launched a full-scale promotion to develop a year-round tourist pro-
gram. Today we have established « stable economy, on a 12-month
season. Last year over one-quarter million visitors came to the Ba-
hamas—90 percent of them residents of the United States. After
more than 300 years of Bahamian history, we have at last established
a working economy which insures political stability, and which, sir, is
bel ilgved to be legitimate, not like some of the endeavors I mentioned
earlier,
~_Along with Canada and Bermuda, the Bahamas enjoy the distinc-
tion of being one of three foreign points in which preflight inspection
has been authorized. Public health—and this is U.S. Public Health—
agricultural, immigration, and customs insgectors clear visitors and
returning tourists in the Bahamas point of embarkation. This ex-
ceptional arrangement testifies both to the ties between us and the
States and to the importance of the tourist flow between the two
countries. ,

In the 8-year period 1952-60 Americans have sgent & total of $291
million in the Bahamas. Of this amount, the Bahamas has returned
to the United States $203.5 million of which $190 million were for
U.S. exports. ‘ R

These exports have been financed without any assistance whatever
in the form of U.S. Government money. In 1960 alone the Bahamas
spent $40 million in the United States. Significantly, too, last year 22
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percent of our colony’s population visited the United States. This
would have been impossible had not the Bahamas earned the neces-
sary dollars by means of its tourist industry.

enator Dovaras. Did they come here us visitors, or did they come
as aP ricultural laborers?

Mr. SymonNerE. In this case those were the visitors; the agricul-
tural laborers were in addition.

I might say in addition to this, as Mr. Vesey mentioned, almost all
of our people come to school in this country.

I, myself, was born in Senator Smathers’ city and went to school
in Massachusetts. I regret that Senator Butler is not with us, but
some of our boys went to school with sons of his predecessor in Vir-
ginia, and one of our leading architects is v Georgia Tech graduate.

So that we have quite a number of ties with the various States of
the United States.

The honorable Senator from Minnesota, who I see is unavoidably
absent, went to school with the senior member of our Cabinet, sir.

As a representative of a friendly government immediately to the
south of you, I see the objective of II.R. 6611 as reducing the outflow
of gold and dollars from the United States. I am delighted to learn
that recently this situation has considerably improved. In view of
this substantial improvement, the bill may no longer be neccessary.
Even if it were, however, it is my ({)ersonal feeling that the total effect
of this proposed legislation would not have gone far toward meeting
the now past emergency. Thisis particularly true when one tales into
consideration all of the possible offsetting effects—in particular, the
reduction of exports from the United States, the reduced ability of
Bahamians to come to the United States as tourists and to purchase
ifntallzgibles such as medical and technical services, education, and so

orth,

Senator BExXNETT. You have skipped a paragraph.

Mr. SymoNEeTTE. I thank the honorable Senator for reminding me.

Senator BENNETT. May I read it?

For the sake of clarification, I might add that under existing Bahamas law
each Bahamian resident returning from a vinit outside the colony may import
free of Bahamas customs dutles up to $200 of foreign products. Most of this.
duty-free shopping by Bahamians is done in the; United States.

Senator Doucras. I want to congratulate you on that.

Mr. SymoNeTTE. I am grateful to the Senator from Utah for inject-
ing it. I was going to depart from the text and insert it in the next

A
P ﬁmight say in view of the interest that the Senator from Illinois.
has taken earlier today in the individual efforts of persons appearing
before this committee to persuade their governments to enact some
degree of reciprocity, I can s:asg2 sir, that I was a member of the tariff
committee that reported that bill in our House and subsequently had
it successfully enacted. :
Senator Douaras. I hope you will write letters to the London Times.
Mbr. SymonETTE. In deference to the'very well informed Senator, I
am sure that my letters to the London Times would fall on deaf ears.
If you, sir, have no more success in persuading the people of the
United Kingdom than we do, it would be & sorry day for us both.
I might add again, I am completdly sympathetic to the point of
view that is expmsee(i by the President, because we, in our lifetimes,

/‘
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have experienced devaluation of our currency on three separate oc-
casions.

So you could not have a more sympathetic witness before you, ‘

And the measures that must be taken are appreciated. Our only
suggestion is that perhaps other avenues might be explored.

t was at this point that I was going to mention our exemption, and
to point out that in fairness to Mr. Kerr, the President of the American
Society of Travel Agents, their advice does not always fall on deaf
ears, and our own action was taken largely as a result of their sug-

estions. We work in the closest possible harmony with that group.
%Vhen one bears in mind that our entire Government economy is based
on import duties, you realize what a serious step a $200 allowance is.
These other countries, particularly the European countries to which
the Senator referred, are in a completely different position ; they have
other forms of taxation.

But since our group is so spread out, the cost of collecting any other
tax would be almost insurmountable. In this way everything comes
to one dock, and before a person moves off the dock, he pays the import
du]gy and we are in business.

or over 15 years we have been developing our country in economic
partnership with the United States under your existing law. If this
1s now changed substantially and the economy is damaged, there also
will be unavoidable damage to goodwill so painstakingly built,

Senator Doucras. Let me say that I am not an imperialist or an
anti-imperialist. I do not wish to annex any of the Caribbean to the
United States. But there is always a remedy open. A country can
voluntarily attach itself to the United States and become a part of the
United States with substantially the same status as Puerto Rico.

So there is always the possihility of political relationship corre-
ﬂ)qn.dinﬁ to the economic realivics. Now, I ain not trying to stir up the

ritish Lion; I am not trying to offend your sense of Empire loyalty;
I would not think of bringing the slightest pressure, economic, mili-
tary, psychological, or what have you, upon you.

ut if by your own free will you would wish to cut the ties from
Great Britain and enter the alliance, I, for one, would be willing to
receive you.

I extend the same invitation to Bermuda, Jamaica, and Trinidad.

Mr, SymoNeTTE. Thank you, sir.

I might say, in respect to the Bahamas, as a member of a parliamen-
tary delegation to London in 1957, I have already intimated that my
feelings are somewhat like those sug%ested by the Senator. :

Senator Bennerr. Beware of the Trojan horse bearing taxes,

Mr. SymoNeTTE. That, as the Senator from Utah points out, is a

reat consideration. ‘We are observing with interest the mixed feel-
ings with which some of the citizens of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico are viewing their present position, and, of course, the recent
report on Micronesia has not escaped our attention.

Senator Douaras. May I say on Puerto Rico, that while it is true
the Puerto Rican Nationalists took some potshots at Members of the
House of Representatives and tried to kill the President, their party’s
vote in the last election amounted t¢ only approximately 4 percent.
The Popular Democratic Party, which stands for the present ar-
rangement of Commonwealth status, got 58 percent, the more Con-
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servative Party which favors outright annexation got approximately
82 percent, and the Catholic Party, which was certainly not an in-
degendent party, received, I think, 8 percent.

o as of this moment the Puerto Rican Nationalists are a very small
fraction of the Puerto Rican people. And the Puerto Rican people
either want the present arrangement or even more than the present
arrangement.

Therefore, we open our eyes wide to the sister States of the Carib-
bean and say:

“Come to us, those who are laboring and heavily laden, and we will
give you protection.” )

Mr. SymoNeTTE. The suggestion made by the Senator is something
that some of us have under consideration. I do not think that I am
in a position today to say that we have a mandate from our electorate
one way or the other. You appreciate that, sir.

The unavoidable damage to goodwill, I might say, is not by way of
suggestion that the American image in our territory is at all tarnished,
but the fact is that a great many Americans have come to the Bahamas
to invest in hotels and efforts to help build our economy, with the
thought that by helping us earn dollars with which to buy American
imports they wers, in fact, doing a good thing.

One of the reactions, T might say as an aside, in connection with
this particular bill is that there is a great deal of confusion on the
outside from the apparent changes in direction from your Nation’s
Capital, and what was my nation’s capital for many years,

submit, sir, that the Bahamas in purchasing $190 million of U.S.
exports over an 8-year period and in having 22 percent of its popula-
tion visit the United States has set an enviable record of returning
dollars to the U.S. economy.

‘We can quite see the position of not continuing to allow $500 to be
brought back by every U.S. citizen who stays abroad 12 days or more.
In our particular case, we feel that some reduction of this maximum
would not severely damage our economy. We do feel that the reduc-
tion of the $200 allowance would prove catastrophic.

And I might say, sir, that I am informed that the 9.4 percent that
Bermuda represented in respect to this is not widespread. I think
-there are other countries who would be much more widely affected and
by & greater margin than 9.4 percent.

However, I will not indulge in an exercise of arithmetic on that
“subject. I saw the advantages of steering clear of arithmetic in this
particular room. ‘ , ‘ .

In summing up, I again make these points: First, we already are
“Buying American® to the limit of our ability. |

Second, we are essentially an integral part of the U.S. economy and

“if our financial stability is upset; it must reatt unfavorably on some
‘portion of the United States.” - -
Third, we have built our economy on what we believed to be a con-
stant U.S: position. S
" Fourt., without the ability to earn our own way, we would need to
seek aii to meet theimbalance. _ C
. At this point, sir, I don’t know where that aid would come from.
. in, we find ourselves in symg{sthywith you because the excess
of dollars that we earn over those that we spent, we sell to the United
 Kingdom dollar pool to help them out of their problems. So that on

/
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a small basis—and I do mean small—yesterday I %ot from the hon-
orable Senator from Oklahoma quite a lesson. In questioning, I
believe it was the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, he was round-
ing off things to the nearest half billion. Well, sir, in our particular
case, out total annual budget is $28 million, so that we were rather
open mouthed at those figures in the back of the room.

And I trust that since obviously the financial importance to us is
quite different, that you will hear me sympathetically as a person
who also seeks elective office from time to time. We are constantly
at war with our civil service, because they seem to believe that Gov-
ernment functions in watertight compartments, and not even an idea
can trickle through from one to the other.

So I am quite sympathetic, sir. We have kept our balance by
watching the pennies and by voluntary public service on the part of
citizens %ike myself. And we have to be very careful to see whether
our servants are spending their money or not spending their money.

Senator Doucras. You like to see legislators somewhat rough on
civil service; is that correct?

Mr. SYMONETTE. A source of great delight. I almost felt as though
you were one of us. ‘

Fifth, sir—and this is not really the least by way of a threat or
anything, but it certainly would be naive on our part not to recogni
that to interrupt our political stability, founded on financial stability.
derived from tourism and an economic partnership with the United
States, could lead to rather severe repercussions. e are quite con-
scious of what can happen if we don’t feed our people, house them,
and improve their standards of education, and so forth.

So that we feel that we have a rather definite interest here.

Now, sir, you or one of the members referred yesterday to cheap
labor. That we don’t have. In other words, you are not in compe-
tition, in our particular case, with an area that has a great mass of
cheap labor. :

The honorable Senator from Georgia introduced a clipping—and I
believe it was at your instigation that the unanimous consent was
sought, to read that article into the record—in respect to liquor being
purchased and delivered to a person’s home here.

We are completely in sympathy with that practice being stopped.
The present effect of that practice is that no government derives any
benefit from that particular form of sale or maneuver.

The liquor goes to some duty-free port; it is delivered to the United
States; it avoids the duty in the country in which it is distilled, in
the intermediate country, and the country in which it is delivered.

So, again, we find ourselves in sympathy.

One of the questions that you raised repeatedly, sir, is the amount
of currency citizens are allowed to take abroad. In our particular
case there is virtually no restriction; there is nobody you have to
apply to, you simply go abroad.

ou have made a considerable effort to point out the need for
mutuality, if I may use your own words. We allow American citizens
to come into our colony without passports, something we do not
afford to citizens of the United Kingdom. If we are speaking about
mutuality, one of these days we would like you people to get around
to reciprocity on that point, sir. _
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Senator Douvaras. When you get Great Britain to change its prac-
tice we will get around to changing ours.

Mr. SymoNerTE. If I had any influence they would be changed.

Senator Carlson suggested a possible compromise on a limit of
$200 for an increased stay of 7 to 10 days.

From our point of view, that would not help because a great num-
ber of our visitors come by overnight boat from Miami, stay the week-
end, and then go back. So that, from our point of view, would be
as damaging as is the present proposal.

The other point, sir—I don’t know how familiar the Senator is
with the type of traveler who now goes abroad—but a great many
of them are schoolteachers and persons of relatively low income.
And in their case, they are making a once-in-a-lifetime trip. So that
the $500 or $200 or whatever allowance is set means a great deal
more to them on their one trip than it does to the wealthier indi-
vidual who can afford to go several times.

Senat?or Dovuar.as. The people who go to Nassau are the low-income

ups
g—?fﬁ SYMONETTE. Yes, sir. And it is becoming increasingly true
of the Caribbean area.

“So that the $25 million that one of our
tioned as being met by increased taxation,
fall on low-income people. :

And T believe this point of view has been represented by Senator
Curtis, who, I believe, comes from an inland State, Nebraska. And
so I think you will ﬁn(i, sir, that the thing is not completely a one-way
street. - '

I thank the honorable Senator.

" Senator Douar.as. You have been a very courteous and effective wit-
ness. ‘

Senator BenNETT. No questions.

Mr. SymoNETTE. May I enter the figures that I mentioned in the
record ¢

- Senator Doucras. Yes.

(The figures referred to and an additional statement follow :)
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revious witnesses men-
submit, would largely

Bahamas dollar summary, 1952-60

Dollar Total dol- Dollars
Total U.8. reoeipts, larg spent | contributed,
visitors United in United | United King-
States States doin pool

77,040 { $17,403,000 | $13, 912, 000 000
83, 246 ao: 101, 000 15. 17%000 4,8?%:000
100, 836 31, 828, 850 14,627, 850 218, 000
121,839 23, 708, 000 , 168, 000 9, 189, 000
143, 600 29, 088, 000 20, 0968, 000 10, 130, 000
179, 048 30, 956, 000 24, 237, 000 18, 400, 000
Nodia| 0o 00| 2300000| i3 157000

» 13, ’
\ 268, 59, 193, 000 89, 717, 000 17, 841,000
Total. .cuecnanaacnns deccuemsmcacccnssnaan 1,350,787 | 290,868,108 | 208,485,850 88, 120, 000

’ RECAPITULATION: 1952-60

Total U.B, vISHOrS. .o oo iiaeicnciiieciicanntecunsctecmnccatananenseacsnennacnsn sannaanne 1, 850, 787

Total iollar receipts, United States...ccoeracearacncanns dea I ), 807,
Totsd dollars spent, United States... - 2221221 1007 peomanmomanoncaeosameearseunas mann $203, 455, 850

8ources: Bahamas Exghange Control and Bahamas Immigtation Department.

+



Bahamas dollar summary 1952-60

Total dollars ’ Total dollars | Total dollar | Dollars spent | Dollars contrib-
Total U8. |Dollarreceipts, spent in Total Cana- | Dollarreceipts, nt in receipts, in United uted United
visitors United States | United States | dian visitors Canada anada United States | Statesand | Kingdom pool
. and Canada Canada
1952 77,940 $17, 493, 000 $13,912, 000 3,812 $2, 028, 000 $2,641, 000 $19, 521, 000 $16, 553, 000 $2,968, 000
19353 ___ —— B3, 246 20, 191, 000 15, 174, 000 4,072 1, 598, 000 2, 509, 000 21, 789, 000 17, 773, 000 4, 016, 000
1954. 100, 836 21, 528,850 14, 627, 4,932 2,015,353 2,700, 265 23, 544, 203 17,328,115 6, 215, 000
1955 ———— ,839 23, 795, 000 17, 163, 000 5,820 2, 557, 000 2, 513,000 26, 352, 000 19, 676, 000 9, 189, 000
1956 - e e ee 142, 800 29, 088, 000 20, 096, 000 7,750 4, 046, 000 2,910, 000 33,134,000 23, 006, 000 10, 130, 000
1957, 179,048 39, 950, 000 24,237,000 6,731 2,995, 000 3, 224, 000 42,951, 000 27, 461, 000 15,490, 000
1958 - 159,013 33, 120, 258 25, 479, 000 9, 605 2,217,000 3,015, 000 35,337,258 28, 494, 000 7,014, 000
1959._.. 216,412 46, 503, 000 33, 050, 000 16, 365 3,201, 000 4,017,000 49, 704, 000 37,067,009 13, 157, 000
1960. , 59, 193, 000 39, 717, 000 20, 167 3,255, 000 3, 790, 000 62, 448, 000 43, 507, 060 17,911, 000
Total. .. 1,350,737 290, 868, 108 203, 455, 850 79,263 23,912,353 27,409, 265 314, 780, 461 230, 365, 115 86, 120, 000
RECAP: 1952-60

Total Unfted States visftors_ _._....._.._.___ Total Canadian visitors 79,263 Total dollar receipts, United States and
‘Total dollar receipts, United States - $290, 868, 108 Total dollar receipts, Canada. - $23,912,353 Canada._.__. _-. $314, 780, 161
Total dollars spent, Onited States_.. $203, 455, 850 Total dollars spent, Canada._..... ... ou.o $27, 409, 265 Dollars spent in United States and Canada_ $230, 865, 115

Sources: Bahamas Exchange Control and Bahamas Immigration Department.

Dollars contributed United Kingdom pool. $86, 120, 000

SLNAAISIY ONINYALIY 40 TONVAOTIV HIYA-ALAA
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THE DEVELOPMENT BOARD,
A DEPARTMENT OF THE BAHAMAS GOVERNMENT,
Nassau, Bahamas, June 22, 1961.

STATEMENT BY THE HONORABLE STAFFORD L. Sanps, C.B.E., M.H.A,, CHAIRMARN,
BAHAMAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

As long standing neighbors and hosts to U.S. citizens, the islands of the
Bahamas, concerned about the proposed tariff reduction bill, present thisg Justi-
fication for their stand against H.R. 6611. We feel this legislation cannot
achieve the desired effect of improving the U.S. balance-of-payments position
and might have an adverse impact both to the United States and the Bahamas.

Categorically, we are opposed to ihe bill because of the economic hardship on
us and its effect on our trade situation with the United States. If the Congress
of the United States feels it must reduce the duty-free allowance, we strongly
urge that a maximum reduction of 50 percent be applied only to the $500 allowed
on stays of 12 days or more. We feel that the $200 allowance applicable to
stays of 48 hours or more must be retained.

The following brief points summarize our position:

(1) Although the colony of the Bahamas is a territory of Great Britain, it is
in economic partnership with the United States.

(2) Since 1952 the Bahamians have spent more than $200 million in the
United States purchasing the variety of supplies and equipment to support an
economy based on tourism. (In the Bahamas we import{ even our ice cream
from Florida.)

(8) Historically and geographically the Bahamas are closely linked with the
culture of the United States. Large numbers of Bahamians send their children
to U.S. schools and universities.

(4) In 1960 alone Bahamians spent almost $40 million in the United States.
Twenty-two percent of the islands® population visit the United States yearly.

(5) As the closest offshore neighbor of the United States, the Bahamas form
an integral part of the U.S. first-line of defense. At present, four U.S. guided
missile stations, numerous subinstallations, and down-range tracking stations
are located in the island group.

{6) It already has been announced that negotiations are being finalized to
gﬁovlde a large U.S, Navy testing range in Bahamas waters for submarine-fired

ssiles.

(7) The proposed legislation will seriously hamper the “Visit USA” program.

(8) An out-of-the-country visit is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for many
Americans. Reduction to $100 would hurt the average American traveler.

MAaRrcH 13, 1961.
Re reduction of duty-free allowances of Americans returning from abroad.

Hon. DANTE FASCELL,
House of Representatives, Washington, D.O.

My DeAR CONGRESSMAN FascELL: We are writing you with reference to the
p;oposed reduction of the duty-free allowance for Americans returning from
abroad.

To us it would seem best to exempt from the reduction the entire Western
Hemisphere. We are making such an effort to be on friendly terms with Canada,
the islands such as Bahamas, Bermuda, the West Indies, and Central and South
America. Such a drastic move would have serious repercussions upon our friend-
ly relations with our near neighbors.

It would seriously hurt the economy of the Bahamas, Bermuda, Antigua, and
other islands in the West Indies that are geared to be so dependent upon Ameri-.
can tourists.

The present duty-free allowance isn't at all a one-way deal—all money leaving
the United States and none coming in. We export a considerable amount of
goods to these nearby islands. The reductipn in duty-free allowance of pur-
chases would seriously curtail American exports to the Bahamas, Bermuda,
Antigua, Jamaica, Trinidad, and Tobago and also the U.S. Virgin Islands (where
the allowance is also in effect), as well as to Canada, Central and South America.

I have taken some export flgures from the U. S. Department of Commerce
Census Report mzo for 1959 ;

v

!
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U.8. exports to the Bghamas (mostly from Florida) :
Animal products:

Edible, meat and meat products oo e $2, 720, 905
Inedible e ——————— - 404, 782
Vegetable products:
Edible — e - - - 3,240,732
Inedible oo e —————— 874, 810
PTextiles oo e - 2, 672, 862
Wood and paper. - —— 4, 706, 525
Nonmetallic minerals _— —— - 1, 838, 731
Metals including manufactured - 8,791,875
Machinery and vehicles me——— -~ 8,681,818
Chemicals. e . . - 1,716,126
MiscellaneoUs o oo 8, 545, 865
Bahamas, population 149,251 ;
Total exports from United States to Bahamas in 1959 .. 39, 284, 476
Average per Bahamian, U.8. exports to Babamas .- eeeeenn 261, 89
Bermuda, population 44,180: :
Total exports from United States to Bermuda in 1969 ... 29, 009, 218
Average per Bermudan, U.S. exports to Bermuda o eeeaneo- 856. 61

Virgin Island (United States), population 81,804 :
Total exports from United States to Virgin Island (United
States) in 1959... 25, 027, 8389
Average per person, U.S. exports to Virgins........ - 784. 46
Source: West Ivdles aud Caribbean Year Book, 1861, Thomas Skinner & Co., Ltd,
London, England.
The Virgins will also be affected if a change in duty-free allowance is made.
Trinidad and Tobago: Total exports from United States to Trini-
dad and Tobago in 1959. . , - $30, 242, 362
Jamalca : Total exports from United States to Jamaica in 1950..._ 85, 442, 627

We urge you to seriously consider the harm to American friendship with, and
the harm to American exports to Western Hemisphere countries that will follow
tlll)e pn:posed reduction of the duty-free allowance for Americans returning from
abroad.

There is the Bahamas, 149,251 population buying $39,284,054 of American
products in 1959, an average yearly purchase of $261.89 per person.

There is Bermuda's 44,180 population buying $29,009,218 of American prod-
ucts in 19569, an average yearly purchase of $656.61 per person.

There is the Virgin Islands (United States) 81,904 population buging $25,-
027,339 of American products in 1959, an average yearly purchase of $784.46 per
person. _

If we could export to other countries the same do}lar vaiue per person that
we export to the Bahamas, the Virgin Islands (United States) and Bermuda we
wouldn't have to worry about the drain on the gold dollar. ‘ .

We are confident that it ig in the United Statesg best interests that the Western
Hemisphere should be exempted from the proposed reduction.

We urge you to present our view to the chairman and members of the Ways
and Mg?;:s Ogmmitt.ee who, we understand, are considering this matter. -

cerely,

LanpsLey Lumser Co.,
' Wit 8. LiNDsLEY,
Mr. SymonerTE. Thank you very much. .
. Senator Douaras. The next witness, Mr. Nicholas Craig, represent-
ing the Caribbean Tourist Association, | o

STATEMENT OF NICHOLAS CRAIG, THE CARIBBEAN TOURIST
- ASSOCIATION o )

Mr. Crata. My name is Nicholas Craig. I am 56 yearsold, I was.
born in the Netherlands, My father was an American citizen of
English birth. My mother was Dutch. I am an American citizen..

71484—61——8 -
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For 32 years I havo been engaged in the tourist, travel and transpor-
tation business. I owned and operated a travol agency in Chicago,
where I went to school. I was employed by the American Express

0‘-..-——-

Senator Douvaras, I congratulate you, sir.

Mr. Crawe (continuing). First as district manager in Milwaukee,
later as general manager for South America with headquarters in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

For 11 yoars I was with Pan American World Aivways, in various
assignments from district manager in charge of the Pacific coast
aren with headquarters in San Francisco to general sales manager for
ilt)s aflilinted company, Pan American Grace Airways, also known as

anagra.

Foxg 8 years, I was president of Icelandio Airlines Inc., New York
corporation, operating a scheduled air transport service betweon New
York and points in northern Kurope under a permit to an Icelandic
company.

Since last Junuary I have been, and am now, general manager of
the Caribbean Tourist Associntion. I represent in the United States
the ministries of development and economics and the tourist boards of
the following 28 island governments in the Caribbean aren: Anguilla,
Antigua, Aruba, Barbados, Bonaire, British Guiana, British irgin
Islands, Curacao, Dominica, Grmmda, Guadeloupe zH‘uit.i, Jamaica,
Martinique, Nevis, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Croix, St. Kustatius, St.
John, St. Kitts, St. Lucia, St. Marten, St. Thomas, St. Vincent
Surinam, Tobago, and Trinidad, as woll as of the Governmeuts o
Colombia and Venezuela. For the purpose of this presentation I wish
to oxclude the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

And, Senator Douglas, I will take your message back to these 30
governments.

-Senator Dovaras. They can attach themselves to the United States
if they so desire.

- Mr, Crara, I will mention this to them.

Senator Dovaras. I am sure this would be enthusinstically received
by the colonial Government of Great Britain. I can picture the
agoplexy which the colonial governments will have when they hear
about this proposal.

" Mr. Crala. To say nothing of what will happen to their general
manager, '

From my standpoint, as an American citizen, I hold the firm
opinion, based on my long experience in the business of tourism devel-
opment, that the enactment of H.R. 6611 would not accomplish in any
significant degree its stated purpose. That there is a necessity for
measures to reduce the present deficit in our travel export-import
balance is self-evident.” If sacrifices by our citizens are necessary to
bring about a reduction in this balance, our laws should compel :Kem
to make such sacrifices, ( 4

But before assuming that the enactment of H.R. 6611 would in
ang appreciable measure contribute to the reduction in the present
deficit in our travel export-import gap, I respectfully urge your serious
consideration of the followinq‘: o ‘ T '

 First. As Mr. Flues of the Treasury li)epartment yest.erdnlv brought.
out, the value of goods in excess of $100 per person which tourists

J
.
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are now importing is insigniticantly small in relation to that portion
of our private and our public spending which now takes place abroad.

sSeeond. 1 submit that the H)umhusus which American tourists are
presently making in the small countries in the Carvibboan avea nve,
on the other hand, large in relntion to the total gross national Producte
of these countries, and that the curtailment of these purchases, as
is intended by the ’bill, would have extremely harinful effects on their
cconomics.

Third. These small Caribbean countries make n vast percentage of
their totul purchases in the markets of the United States. Last Fri-
day I was in Aruba and I atiended a banquet. which was given at the
lending hotel there in honor of a number of visiting government offi-
cinls, 1 sat next to the mannger of the hotel. Ho told me that all the
food which wsas served at the banquet was bought in the United
States—the vegetables, the meat, even the ico cream dessert. The nap-
kins and tablecloths were purchased here, as were the linens in the
bedrooms and the carpeting thronghout the hotel. Also the air condi-
tioning equipment and the kitchen equipment were American made.

I submit that any measure that would cripple this purclmsing ower
would redound against industries and commereo of the United States
and might force these friendly countries to purchase from other
countries. It is possibla that our trade and political relut.ionshigs
with them might be adversely aflected and that they wounld try to strike
the most. favorable bargain in the markets of the world.

Fourth. Aside from the effect which any change in the free duty
allowance will have on trade, T cortainly feel it will be an added irri-
tant to the already delicate feeling about the United States in the
Caribbean aren, ns expressed more violently through Cuba and the
Dominican Republic.

Fifth. The Senate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce
recently reported:

The foreign comnmerce of the United States of America today * * * ig a force.
in world affairg, renching out to touch anad in some degree to influence the attl-
tudes of natlons and the lives of men throughout the world * ¢ . An American
decislon regarding international trade can topple or strengthen the government

of an undeveloped state, cleave or cement an international alliance, confound
or contribute to Communist expansionism,

Sixth. I have just returned from consultations with government
officials and chambers of commerce executives of 290 Caribbean coun-
tries. During my trip I became acutoly aware of the existence in some
areas of a decided fee ine of apprehension toward us.

Senator Douaras. If I remembor my Webstor’s dictionary, “ap-
prehension” means a cortain emotional degree of fright, isn’t that truef

Mr, Crata. I would say a degroe of unrest, sir. :

: Sfonu.t.or Dovaras. “Apprehension” is more than unrest, it is a touch
of fear, | ‘ :

What are they afraid of? ‘ , :

Mr, Craxg, Possibly, sir, that we somehow fail to recognize the fact
that thoy voluntarily make & various portion, a very high percentage,
of their purchases in the United States, and it isn’t necessary for them '
to.do'so. ~There are plenty of salesmen coming in from England,
Gormany; and from Russia, to try to sell merchandise and goods, but -
they wonld rather buy from us. N o )
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I would like to explain what I mean by apprehension, that they are
not aware that we appreciate the fact that they voluntarily make these
purchases with us.

Senator Douaras. Do they realize that Great Britain does not ({)er-
mit its nationals to bring back any goods from the United States duty
free? Aretheyawareofthatt

Mr. Cratg. Yes, they are; they are well informed persons.

Senator Doucras. And that does not worry them? They do not
have any apprehension about the policy of the British Government, but
they do have apprehension that the United States might decrease from
$500 to $100 the amount that Americans can bring back?

Mr. Crare. I didn’t mean to im;ily that; I meant to imply that they
think we are unaware of the fact that these purchase so much from us.

Senator Douaras. Do they have any apprehension about the policy
of Great Britain {

- Mr. Cra1a. I don’t believe so, It wasn’t expressed to me,

Senator Dovaras. Have you done a job to inform them of the fact
that Great Britain doesn’t permit them to bring back any merchandise
duﬁv free?

r. Crate. It wasn’t discussed with me.

Senator Doucras. In the French West Indies, do they have any ap-
prehension that France does not permit any duty-free commodities
to be brought back by its nationals?

Mr. Crare. Of course they know it.

Senator Douaras. They know it, but they don’t think it has any

ring§

Mﬁ%RAIG. No, because if I may say so, it isn’t as important to them.
The number of tourists from Britain and from France in the Carib-
bean is very small.

Senator Doucras. Then you think it is important for them to under-
stand our position? Similarly, the testimony is that the Netherlands
does not permit any goods to be brought back duty free. Now, if you
represent the West Indies, the French West Indies, and the British

est Indies, the Bahamas, an independent colony, and so forth, don’t
you think that you could do a very valuable job in getting them to see
that their mother countries are practicing very severe restrictions
against us§ They seem always to have apprehension about the United
States, criticism of the United States, but never criticism of the home
countries. ,
thMér. Craze. The apprehension is that we don’t appear to recognize

e fact.

Senator Douaras. Oh, we recognize it very clearly.

" But there is & limit to the amount that we can do in the absence of
cooperation from other countries. R
ow would it be if we went down to $100 or to $50, with the under-
standing that if the European countries raised their exemption from
zero, say, to $25 or $30, we would go up ?

Mr. 16. I wish I knew exactly what your question was, sir.

Senator Doucras. I was just trying to féel you out on this. I have
been trying to get reciprocity. r ‘

. Now, suppose we start off by putting a restriction of $100 and say,
“Now, when Great Britain goes up from zero to $50, we will go up
from $100 to $200,” and similarly for Frante, | '

:
' !
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‘We could have such reciprocal ements with every country which

will liberalize its arrangements. We could havs an international con-

“ference on tourism, pomnt this out to the European countries, and
ask for reform on their part.

We can either have a most-favored nations treatment on an indi-
vidual basis, or we can have a tourist gap. But I think the United
States should not be continually played as the fall guy.

Senator Bennett?

Senator BEnnerr. I would just like to make the observation that
the purpose of this bill is to protect the U.S. gold supply, and that
is not affected at all by the conditions that foreign countries put—-—

Senator Doveras. Yes, it is. If the foreign countries would permit
a larger amount of goods to come back duty free, we would have
claims against the foreign countries which could act as an offset
against-the claims which the foreign countries have against us. We
would have pounds, francs, marks, Dutch currencies as an offset.

Senator BENNETT. Of course the Senator from Utah and the Sena-
tor from Illinois disagree on many things. I believe the price differ-
ential from the point of view of the tourist who must buy at American
prices enters into this situation. :

‘Senator Doueras. Certainly. . '

Senator BeNnerr. And I don’t think you would have an immediate
offset, and that the tourists would buy as much at our high American
prices as our American tourists like to buy from the Caribbean coun-
tries at the lower prices. | :

Senator Doueras. The point is that we would have more than we
have now. - '

‘G0 ahead. : ,

Mr. Crata. A curtailment in purchasing by American tourists at
this time could well mean a near deathblow to many retailers in the
Caribbean area and would result in a concomitant and inevitable in-
crease in unemployment and other economic setbacks. It would also
seriously affect the livelihoods of native craftsmen. The internal sta-
bility of a number of presently friendly, small nations could be ad-
versely affected, nations whose continued friendship and cooperation
we may well direly need in times to come. | . ‘ ‘

If this country ever had an op;;lortunity to prevent the conception
of elements in which subversion thrives, the time is now. I hope we
do not let this opportunity go by. A

I urgently implore the chairman and the members of this committee
to give careful consideration to the consequences which might be fac-
ing us on the one hand and the insignificantly small gain which would
ensue on the other if H.R. 6611 should be enacted into law, -~ .

Senator Bennerr. I have no further questions, =~ '

Senator Dovoras. I have no questions, = =
- Thank you very much. S -’

- Our final witness is Albert Block of Annapolis; Md.

Please proceed Mr. Block. | R
. . STATEMENT_OF_AL’BER!‘_.BLQQK.:; o o
Mr. Brock. Mr. Chairman and menbers of the Senate Committes
on Finance, my nameis Albert Block. T liveat 118 Spa View Avenue,
Annapolis, Md. '
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. The President of the United States in his inaugural address said,
.and I quote in effect: “Do not ask yourselves what your country ¢an
dq for you, but rather what you can do for your country.” It is in
the spirit of these well-spoken words that I arose this morning fol-
lowing 214 hours of delicate surgery just 80 hoursago, -~ = .
Mr. Chairman, I appear before this committee not in self-interest,
not as a representative of any country, paid or unpaid, not with
promise of personal compensation, but as an American citizen, eager
to preserve our great heritage for our children and those yet unborn
who will follow them. I have come here to beg of you not to make
decisions which would adversely affect the economy of any nation
south of our border. H.R. 6611 in its present form would without a
doubt nullify to a great extent what our Government intended: to do
when it voted $600 million for Latin American aid. |
Mr. Chairman, permit me, sir, to use terminology of the great
American, Patrick Henry, and say “Are we disposed to be of the
number who having eyes see not, having ears hear not, the things
which so largely concern our salvation?” These immortal words ut-
tered 175 years ago are of such great importance toda,i, only we in this
age of slg‘ace use the expressions “bury our heads in the sand,” “wish-
. ful thinking,” “complacency.”
I shall not burden gou with statistics which you have at your finger-
tips. T shall, Mr. Chairman,.as one who has traveled through the
,anbbean and made it a point to observe the forest through the trees,
assure you, sir, that the advancement of communism in our hemisphere
from its beachhead just off our shore is not a myth. The hammer
and sickle is not an imaginary bogeyman. The menace is real; and
worst of all, there are too many Americans who are wishful thinkers.
While in Curaciio, Netherlands Antilles, about January 15, 1959,
just 2 weeks after Castro came to power, I had the occasion, together
with two other American businessmen, to converse with two of the
Cuban dictator’s henchmen who said they stopped in Curacio en
route to Caracas where they were going to vacation. The three of us
Americans were amazed by their expounding philosophies of Karl
Marx. It was not too many months preceding this episode that the
subversive Venezuelans threw stones at the Vice President of the
United States while he was on a good will visit to South America.
In a letter to me from the Minister of Economics of the Netherlands
Antilles dated August 25, 1960, he commented, and I quote:
I cannot overemphasize the necessity for us to maintain economiec stability dur-
ing these days which are filled with uncertainties and pressures from without.
This, gentlemen, was during the last administration before H.R. 6611
was even thought of. ‘
I should like to propose, sir, that the countries in our hemisphere
be exempted from the terms of the bill. During informal discussions
T have heard it said that such an amendment would be discriminatory.
Have we not, however, maintained a policy of renderin%'1 aid to coun-
tries for reasons of expediency notwithstanding geographical location
or other factors? The $600 million going to Latin America surely
- does not discriminate against other countries any more than our aid to

the Marshall plan countries was discriminatory to nonrecipients. Mr.
*Chairman and members of the committee, I have another alternate
.proposal for your consideration which would make H.R. 6611 effec-

4
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tive without exemptions and exceptions and yet help our all-important
neighbors to the south. My plan in this direction would make the
bill applicable only to those who have been absent from the United
States 21 days or more. This amendment would grant a greater
privilege to the short vacationer who has taken less dollars from the
country than that of his neighbor who has been absent from the United
S}i):atesdfor a long period and has thus spent more dollars for services
abroad. ' R

In closing, Mr. Chairman, pérmit me to again draw my thoughts
from the immortal Patrick Henry by saying, “Let us not indulge in
an illusion of hope and shut cur eyes against a painful truth.” The
friendship of the Western Hemisphere countries is of ever-increasing
importance to us now. Few informed circles could possibly disagree
with this ;l)lremlse Let us not, therefore, risk its loss. e stakes
are too high. : :

In conclusion, I give mgr humble thanks for the privilege afforded a

lain citizen like ‘myself to appear before this august committee.
ay the Almighty grant our Ereat Nation the wisdom and courage
to keep our way of life alive in the critical years ahead. ,

Senator Doucras. Thank you, Mr. Block. :

The Chairman, the Senator from Virginia, has asked me to an-
nounced that he plans to schedule an executive session on this bill
for Wednesday, June 28. We may have to meet early, if the social
security bill is still being discussed on the floor of the Senate.

‘Thank you very much, gentlemen.

I ma; pr0ﬁ050 an amendment to this bill providing that a con-
ference be called to consider an international agreement to liberalize
the amount of exchange which resident nationals can take abroad,
and the amount of goods which they can bring back duty free. Itis
my present intention to do that. ' - .

I hope the discussion we have had may have a beneficent effect
upon countries in Europe. I realize acutely the problems which the
small countries of the Caribbean face. They are much more depend-
ent upon American tourism than the European countries are, and they
are relatively unable to influence the policies of their own govern-
ments. I thoroughly realize this, and, very frankly, I have been try-
ing to s%eqk through their representatives to arouse public opinion
back in their home countries, in the countries which are 1n a sense their
home base.

( Brg <)iirectlon of the chairman, the following is made a part of the
record :

GARY, IND., June 18, 1961.
Senator VANCE HARTKE,
Senate Oftoe Building, Washington, D.C.: )
H.R. 6611 if passed seriously affects the trade of our neighbors particularly
Mexico, Canada and sensitive islands of the Caribbean. Did executive depart-
ment give your committee facts respecting potential losses on duties which act
ually finds its way back to us in purchase of our countries services? ‘

R. P, O’'MarLxY, .
Direotor, Gary Travel Bureaws.
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H. BORENSTEIN & Sons, INC,,
Baltimore, Md., May 8, 1961.

Hon. HArY FLoob BYRD,
U.8. Scnate,
Washington, D.O.

DeEar Mz, BYrb: Last week we received a cable from one of our accounts in
the Netherlands Antilles regarding H.R. 6611 which I understand applies to
& reduction in the amount of the tax-free tourist purchase, I am enclosing a
copy of this cable for your information, ‘

I imagine that most of the businessmen in Curacao and Aruba are sending
simllar cables to their suppliers in the States, and we will most llkely receive a
number more from our other accounts on these islands.

The information given in this cable is correct. I personally am very familiar
with these islands and can attest that a very large groportion of all the goods
there 13 American made—from automobiles to machinery to canned goods to
periodicals to clothing to furniture, and so forth. The United States is well
regarded there, and American manufacturers receive favored treatment.

A large portion of the income of the Netherlands Antilles is derived from the
tourist trade. I might surmise that this tourist income would be almost equal
to the income from the refineries in Curacao and Aruba. I sincerely feel that
a loss in tourist income would seriously impair their economy, and would result
in a loss of trade for American manufacturers—both from the resultant reduc-
tion of business and from resentment.

I sincerely feel that reduction of the tax-free tourist purchasé will hurt the
economy of many friendly Caribbean and Latin American countries, and will
‘reduce the sale of American merchandise to them, At this time, when this
country is striving to increase our intérnational sales, I strongly suggest that
such action would be detrimental and that such action be dropped. ‘

Yours very truly,
FBANK BORENSTEIN, Vioe President.

CuBAcio, NETHESLANDS ANTILLES, May 4, 1961.
Lieutenant Bororo ’
(H. Borenstein & Sons, Inc.),
Baltimore:

House bill 6611 implying reduction tax-free tourist purchase “jeopardizing
your commerce with Curacfio.” Nearly half total imports Netherlands Antilles
-originate in United States. Senate Finance Committee discussing bill these
days. Our government protesting evident discrimination between U.S. Virgin
Islands and Netherlands Antilles. Netherlands Antilles have traditionally
favored United States commercially without any discrimination despite form-
fng part Netherlands Kingdom. In view importance to our mutual interests
urge you make personal representations to chairman, Senate Finance Committee,
and your Senators. Please wire what action taken. Thanks. A M. Pr

. M. PRINCE.

ALBERT KLINGELROFER MACHINE TooL CoRp,,
Mountainside, N.J., March 1, 1961.

Hon. JAMES O. EASTLAND, .
U.8. Senator, . ' ’
Benate Opice Building, Washingion, D.O. S
- Dear J1ar: Radlo and newsé)ape‘r reports indicate that the administration is
plénning to bolster the U.S.. dollar and gold polices by reducing the duty-free
toiiriat exemption in foreign countries from $500 to $100.

This appears to me to be a very poor solution for a just but difficult problem.
The reéalt ‘wotnld be that we not only aggravate American citizens traveling
abroud but countries they visit as well. In my opinion, there is a much better
solution, which would be to put this tourist exemption on a reciprocal basis
with the foreign countries, thus forcing them to do likewise. This could be
technically arranged so that the rate of exemption from the country of depar-
ture would apply; that is, if the tourist left from England, the reciproecal
base of England would apply; from France, the ¥French base; from Germany,
the German base, etc. In this way the coyntries with low exemption would
penalized as the tourist would not schedule his departure from their ports.

¢
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Many forelgn visitors to the United States would purchase considerably more
gmer!tcan goods if they could take this merchandise into their country
uty free.

If the forelgn nations allow only $50, then our exemption for travelers from
these countries should also be reduced to $50; if they allow $250 to $500, then
our allowance should be the same. This solution would definitely be beneficial
to the United States, and, by putting these foreign countries on an equal foot-
ing, we would benefit politically as well as monetarily. This §s especially so
since the United States is planning g drive to epcourage tourist trade to our
country, which, in my opinion, is an excellent idea,.

Please think this over and support a measure to enact this into law. The
planned straight reduction from $500 to $100, as stated before, is not advisable,

Without kindest personal regards, X am sincerely,

Your friend, Al
A.' KuworLores.
June 21, 1961.
Senator Harry 8. BYrp, .
Senate Finanoe Commitige,
U.8. Senate,

Washington, D.C.: '

Chamber of Commerce of the Americas in its XI annug) meeting on June
20, 1061, on Aruba, Netherlands Antilles, adopted mllowi.ng regolution:

“Considering expansion of export goods and services from Latin American
Caribbean region condycive improvement level ¢f living, 1ts g)opulatlon; and

Considering foreign exchange Income accruing from tourist indusiry of vital
importance for economy of most Latin American Caribbean countries; and

Considering that Trade Committee of Economic Commission for Latin America
in third session at Santiago, Chile, May 1961, ¢xpressed similar concern and
a;lopbe(}3 r;a:olutlon promote development tourist industry Latin American re-
glon: Be

Resolved, That any new measure inconsistent with development of flow of
tourist to such countries may create problems supreme economic and social im-
portance and is contrary to objectives of CCOA.” Requested Oharles Debrot ex-
press deep concern Chamber of Commerce of the Americas re pending bill 6611.
Hoping your committee will realize adverse effect sgid bill. Should such legisla-
tion pass urgently recommend provision it not apply Weatern Hemisphere..

‘ Q. Jaqes HUGHES,
Prasidont, Chomher-of Commeroa of the Americas.

NEw York, N,Y,, June 82, 1961.
Senator HARBRY BYRD,
Chairman Finance Qommitiee,
Washington, D.C.:

Strongly urge Senate Committee on Finance not approve H.R, 6811 reducing
duty-free allowance for returning residents. For limited material benefit United
States through such reduction would suffer severe psychological political damage
in sensitive areas around globe including troubled Caribbean and Pacific as well
as auch friendly areas as Mexico and Canada. Two-way trade depends on foreign
nations earning sufiicient dollar revenues to buy American prodycts. U.8. tourist
purchases abroad are significant source of such earnings and ope reason United.
States now enjoying $5 billion export trade surplus, While stability dollar of
basic importance the limiting of tourist purchases will be more harmful psy-
chologically .and fiecally to economies of free world nations than fiscal gain to
U.S. economy would warrgnt. Reduction of duty-free allowance from $500 to
perhaps $200 justifiable but bglow $200 would be damaging blow to our intricate
relationships with neighboring areas as well as farflung free world countries
where tourist purchases represent important factor their trade as well as bond
goodwill with Arerica. Trust your committee and Scnate after careful explora-
tion this sensitive 1ssue will decide best interests our country will be served by
rejecting H.R. 6611. Deeply appreciate your consideration and regret impend-
ing business trip outside country makes it impossible for me to appear before
your committee to testify personally.

. WriLLIAM D. PATTERSON,
Aassooiate Publishor, Saturday Review.”
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PACIFIO AMERICAN STEAMSHIP ASSOCIATION,
Washington, D.0., June 21, 1961,
Subject: H.R. 6611, reduction of duty-free allowance; the effect upon U.8.-flag
. passenger ships.
Hon. Harry F\. BYRD,
Ohairman, Commiitee on Finance, U.8. Senate, Washington, D.C.

DEAR Mr. CHAIRMAN: Our assoclation represents U.S.-flag passenger ships
serving the Pacific coast. As such, we are interested in this legislation and
wish to call to your attention the following situation:

U.S.-flag passenger ship operators will be hit parttcularly hard by the terms
of H.R. 6611, which reduces travelers’ duty-free allowance to $100, The U.S.
traveler who purchases up co'his present legal 1imit (i.e., $500 each, or $2,000
for & family of four) is induced to return to this country by ship as a means
of bringing his purchases home freight free. Air travelers, being held to 66
pounds of luggage or less, would pay tremendous amounts of additional freight
under similar circumstances.

The operator of U.S. passenger ships to the Pacific area finds that many
passengers are, at the present time, traveling for personal shopping trip. pur-
poses as much as they are for sightseeing or business. The shops of Hong Kong
and Japan are & mecca for the sea traveler and his family who want to shop
without watching the welght limit. .

T6 remove this incentive for passengers of this nature will further cripple
American-flag ship lines who are already faced with financlal losses from
current passenger operations.

It s respecttully requested that this letter be made a part of the record in
this hearing.

Very truly yours,

. (The material referred to on p. 34 follows:)

THE SEORETARY OF THE TREASURY,
Washingion, Jm_ac 28, 1961.

J. MoNRoE SULLIVAN:

Hon. HARrY F, BYRD, .
U 8. Senate, Washington, D.O.

'DEAR SENATOR BYRD: During the hearings before the Finance Committee on
the bill to reduce the customs allowance for returning tourists, a discussion took
place regarding the accuracy of the balance-of-payments statistics of the Govern-
ment. Specifically, criticlsm was made that the figure showing our export
surplus—that is, the excess of our merchandise exports over our merchandise
imports—was exaggerated because of the fact that a substantial part of the sur-
plus is financed by Government assistance, including Public Law 480.

I am glad to have this chance of commenting on our balance-of-payments
statistics and the efforts we are making to put them in a more understandable
form. This is something that has concerned me for sometime and upon coming
to the Treasury, I took steps to improve the situation.

The background of the problem is:this: For many years, the Department of
Commerce, which has responsibility - for the collection and publication of the
official balance-of-payments statistics of the United States, has published a stand-
ard table of the balance of payments which shows, among other items: (¢) Our
total exports of merchandise, without reference to the method of their financ-
ing; (b) our total imports of merchandise; and (¢) a balance on goods and
services together, again without reference to the method through which the ex-
port component of this balance is financed. I enclose for your examination a
standard table of the Department of Commerce for the years 1859 and 1960, as it
appears on pages 12 and 13 of the Survey of Current Business for June 1961.
In this table, the total merchandise exports are shown in item 4, merchandise
imports are shown In item 14 and the balance on goods and servlces together

is shown in item 22,
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As you will also see from the standard table, no attempt is made to separate
short-term capital movements from the rest of our balance of payments so as
to reveal the basic deficit or surplus which represents the hard core of our
payments problem. Instead, short-term capital movements are lumped together
as a part of our overall deflcit (or surplus as the case may be). The effect of
this is to exaggerate the deficit when large outflows of short-term capital take
place and to minimize the deficit when inflows take place. You will note that
in 1859 our overall deflcit was substantially reduced by short-term inflows
whereas in 1960 short-term outflows greatly increased our overall deflcit. As
you know, monetary movements of short-term capital tend to be quickly re-
vergible and are very sensitive to temporary interest-rate situations. More-
over, outflows of short-term capital (which are recorded as a deflcit item in the
standard table of the Department of Commerce) are accompanied by the crea-
tion of a short-term asset to the United States (which is not recorded anywhere
in the standard table of the Department of Commerce.)

For these and other reasons, I have long felt that the standard table of the
Department of Commerce could be greatly improved from the viewpoint of
presenting the available information in a way that would be more intelligible
and useful tothose concerned with the formulation of Government policy.  Ac
cordingly, shortly after becoming Secretary of the Treasury, I established an
interagency committee consisting of representatives of the Treasury, Commerce,
State, and Federal Reserve Board, and the Council of Economic Advisers to
propose a reformulation of the standard Commerce Department table. My idea
was that this reformulation would, in the preliminary stage, be used internally
within the Government and later be published after further experience had
been gained.

I enclose a copy of this reformulation showing our balance-of-payments sta-
tistics for the years 1957 through 1960 and for the first quarter of 1961. As
you will see from this new table (line 21), the merchandise trade balance is
adjusted to deduct from the surplus or deficit that portion of our exports which
is financed through Government programs. Similarly, an item is shown (line
10) indicating that part of U.8. Government assistance which is used for the
procurement of U.S. goods and services. Thus, you can see from the table
that while our merchandise trade surplus for 1960, calculated in accordance
with past procedures for example, was $4.7 billion (line 20), the surplus ex-
cluding exports financed by the Government was only $2.6 billion (line 21)..
Similarly, you can see from the table that of our foreign economic assistance of
$3.4 billion (line 9), $2.4 billion was spent on U.S. goods and services (line 10).

The difficulty we have encountered in .constructing this new table is chiefiy
one of arriving at an agreed interagency view, including the Department of
Commerce, on the precise figure which should be used for Government-financed:
exports. This matter is still under discussion and I hope it can be settled
promptly. Meanwhile, the figures in the enclosed table in lines 10 and 21 are
estimates of the Treasury Department.

The reformulated table also reveals, in line 19, the basic balance to which
I referred above and to which our major long-term policies must be directed.
The last line—line 30—shows the overall balance, including the effect of short-
term capital flows.

I hope these comments will be of help to you. We are continuing to work
on the improvement of our statistical presentations to make them as accurate
and understandable as possible. In due course, it would be my hope that the
Department of Commerce could regularly publish a statistical presentation
along the lines of the reformulated table, at least as a supplement to the
standard table of the Department of Commerce if not in substitution for it.

Sincerely yours,
DougLas DILLON,
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Balance of payments of the United States, 1957 through Ist quarter 1981

{In bullous of dollars}
ist
Cuyrrent and long-term capila) transactions, recorded | 1957 1058 1950 ¢ 1000 qijg%rltgr
1, U.B. paymenta, total. . ..o oueieemioaninnamneans 27.8 27.4 20,7 30.1 7.2
3 Merchandise Imtmta ........................ 13.3 13.0 18.8 147 3.4
3 Income on investments. ... W7 N .8 9 } 1.4
4. Other servicos, nonmtblf a8 4.0 4.3 X :
8. Military expenditures. ... 3.2 3.4 3.1 .0 .8
[\ onslons and remittances. ......oev v crmnnn. 7 A .8 .8 .2
1. g direct Investment. . ... ..ol 2.6 1.1 1.4 17 .8
8. g , portfotlo Investment......... R . 1.4 .9 .9 ®
0. 8. Government's grants and credits_ ... 8.2 31 3.0 3.4 1.0
10. (Ot which used for U.8. procurement of
goods and services, oatimated) . ........ (2.9) (2.9 232 2.4 «n
11, U8, reoeipts, total............... beeremunucane P 27.8 2.9 28.3 2%.2 7.3
n Merchandlse exports......ocoocercnnnnn.. —ane 19.4 16. 6.3 10.4 8.0
13, Mcomo on lnves'tments ...................... 2.9 ﬂ.g 3.0 3.2 .9
14, Other servicos, nonmlilitary. - 4.1 3.8 41 ¢4 1.1
18 - ilitary transsotions....... A .8 ? .3 .1
19. gdb’e%to vestment........ .1 8 R () } 1
17, gh portfollo investment ] ¢ .8 .8 .
18, Repayments to U.B, Qovermment............ N .8 1.1 .8 .1
19, on all items rneannnn vronenuna 0 -3.6 -4.4 -1.9 +.2
AR VoA o — G4 5 1.0 47 17
2, (Merchandise teade adjusted) 8. ... 3.8) (1.1)]| (~1.90) e .3)
b~ Nouamilitary eervioes, including Investment
INEOME. - v eeeeeaecnnnasnann eamamaceanvaan 28 21 2.0 2.0 .8
8, Military e?endlmms and transactions. ...... -2.8 -3.1 -32.8 -2.7 -7
N, Capital and grants (26417 418-+6~7-8-9)... ~5.8 -5.8 -~4.4 -~5.8 -1.6
28, U.8. private short-term forelgn assols (In-
oredde (~)) .. o iiiiceiiiiiacacaenas -3 -3 -.1 -1.3 -8
2. U.8. liquid liabllities: Private (incresse (4))..... +.4 4.3 L8 -1
a: g.s.nqum{;.bmm: Officlal (increase (+))..... . -1, Il.o 1.7 +2.3 +.3
B Crmetrand oo poroase (SN0 R R B U
n NS, MR, . .eeenomnnaacnaaan . . \ - .
30, Overall balanos: Defiolt (=)...... DR, :t [} -3.8 -3.9 -3.8 -.3

: Bxchdoﬁ Uﬁ. subscription of $1,400,000,000 to the IM K, of which $344,000,000 was paid in gold.
138 .
3 Plus lass {hm 000,000,
. us lass than $30,000,000,
“! A‘L-‘qmod to exelude from exports the estimated merchandise component (as distinguished from servioes)

Nots.—Kxcludes transfors of military supplies and services undor grants, Detall may not add to totals
8¢ of rounding.
Tnx SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
Washington, July 7, 1961,

Hon. Haxry Froob Byrp,
U.8. Senate.

DEAR SENATOR BYRD: During the recent hearings beivie the Finance Comm|t-
tee on the bill to reduce the duty-free allowance for returning American tourists,
you fuquired about the reasons for the improvement in our balance of pay-
ments during the firat quarter of 1961 and the prospects for its continuance,

I enclose for your information an analysis of our payments situation in the
first quarter of 1961 as compared with calendar year 1960 and with the last
quarter of 1860. In brief, our payments have improved substantlally in the
first quarter of 1961 mainly because of: (a) A larger export surplus occasioned
by & reduced level of imports associated with low levels of domestic activity
and higher exports reflecting high levels of economic activity in industrial coun-
tries abroad; (3) a halt to speculation against the dollar following the Presi-
dent’s message of February 8; and (¢) a smaller total of U.S. private investment
abroad and an increased inflow of medium- and long-term foreign investment into
the United States. In the first quarter of 1961, our basic balance (all items
except short-term capital) showed a surplus of over $600 million (annual rate)
as compared with an actual deficit of $1.9 billion in 1960. Our overall balance
(all items including short-term capital) showed a first quarter defiicit of $1.2
billion (annual rate) as compared with an dctual deficit of $3.8 billion in 1860,

’
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Table 3.~United States Balance of Payments by Areas—1959, 1960, and Firct Quarter 1961 |
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We cannot .rely on this good firat quarter performance for the rest of 1661.
Exports bave been at very high levels because of boom conditions in Western
Burope and Japan. Imports will jnevitably increase as our domestic economic
activity rises during-the rest of the year. We must therefore continue to pur
sue vigorously all appropriate measures to bring our payments situation under
lasting control and. cannot afford to become complacent as a reault ot l:ho
current improvement., , '

Sincerely yours.
Dovoum Doy,

lurnovnunms IN TaE U.8, Bmucz oF olauu:ws Duking THE Firer Qumn
oF 1961 ‘ . ,

Firat quarter of 1961 as compared with last quarter of 1960
In the first quarter of 1961, the overall U.S. balance-of-payments deficlt was

"~ reduced sharply to an annual rate of about $1.2 billion, seasonally adjusted, from

an annual.rate of $5.6 billion in the last

guarter of 1960, an improvement of
about $4.5 billion. The basic def]

trifBuetions other that ghort-term

: t quarter of 1960 was replace y
bn in the first- quarter of 1961, at an nnual rate, an

quarter; only &
in the overall bt
ever, our mer,

Governmentje

Most of

mineutly in the imp
the resumption by forsigners of their purchases of U.8. stocks,

The change of the unsecorded transactions figure accounted,
for an improvement of aboyt $1.5 billion at an annual rate,

A round figures,
'his 18 believed to

There was also a small reduction in our recorded ontﬂows of short-term private
U.S. capital. However, tho outflow was again over $2 billion at an annual rate
for the third successive quarter.

U:8. Government net grants and credits, at an annual rate of $3.5 billion, were

- ouly slightly bigher in the first quarter than In the last 3 months of 1960.

RNrst quarter of 1961, as compared with calender year 1960

The first quarter overall deficit of $1.2 blllion at an annual rate represented
an improvement of $2.7 billlon over the 1860 deficit of $3.8 billion, maller than

. the improvement over the fourth quarter of 1960, but nonetheless substantial.

The first quarter basic surplus of over $600- milllon at an annual rate, was an
improvement of $2.5 billion over the 1960 basic deficit of $1.9 billion.

Most of the gain in the first quarter of 1061 over the year 1960 was due to
a larger export surplus, which increased from $4.7 billion in 1960 to an annual
rate of 6&7 billion in the first quarter ¢t 1061. Both figures would be reduced
by more than $2 lglllon it adjustment i» made for exports estimated to have
been financed by U.8, Government economic ald.
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Long-term capital movements also contributed to the first quarter improve-
ment. U.8. direct and portfolio investments abroad declined from the 1980
level of $2.5 billion to a first quarter annual rate of $1.9 billion, while foreigh
long-term investment in the United States rose from about $300 million in 1960
to an annual rate of $475 million in the first quarter of 1961. Gains were also
recorded in our transactions for nonmilitary services, with our payments show-
‘ing a decline of about $100 million at an annual rate and our receipts increasing
by about $350 million at an annual rate.

The outflow of private short-term capital, a major factor in the overall 1960
deficit of $3.8 billion, was substantially higher during the first quarter of 1961
(at an annual rate of $2 billion) than the $1.3 billion level of the full year 1960
gince during 1960 this type of outflow reached really sizable proportions only
during the last half of the year. The figure for unrecorded transactions, how-
ever, showed a change to a first quarter receipt of $200 million at an annual
rate from a 1960 payment of almost $650 million, an improvement of about
$850 million. This Improvement is believed to represent a cessation in the out-
flow of speculative capital which was so troublesome in 1960.

&W’hereu on, at 3:35 p.m., the committee recessed, sub]ect to the
call of the Chair.)
O -
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87t CoNGRESS SENATE : {

18t Session No. 483

TEMPORARY REDUCTION IN DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE
FOR RETURNING RESIDENTS

JunE 29, 1961.—Ordered to be printed

- Mr. Byro of Virginia, fro g the Committee:oaninance,fsubmittéd the

P i T 2 e A

- in the Virgin

following

REPORT
[To accompany H.R. 6611)

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R.
6611) to amend paragraph 1798(c)(2) of the Tariff Act of 1930 to
reduce temporarily the exemption from du,tyAenj%yed;:by returning
residents, and for other purposes, having considered the same, report
favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as
amended do. pass. . ) T : Lo

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of the bill is to provide a temporary reduction from
$500 to $100 in the amount of purchases abroad that a returning
resident of the United States may bring back into this country free o
duty. This proposal was recommended bls; the President as a part

of a program to counter our unfavorable balance of payments, -
L o .. AMENDMENT . ; ‘

_ The Finance Committee amended the bill to provide that an addi-
tional duty-free $100 worth of goods may be brought in from the
Virgin Islands. This would méan that a citizen returning from the
Virgin Islands could enter without payment of duty a total of $200
worth of foreifn goods, provided that at least $100 of it was acquired

slands. It was felt that, because of its close relation-
ship to ‘the United States, its new:program for the promotion 'of
tourism could be assisted in'some degree, and that the outflow of
dollars to the territories and possessions of the United States is of a
much less serious nature than that to other parts of the world. : How-
ever, the 48-hour rule WBich‘agﬁlies to -all areas except -the Virgin
Islands would be invoked on ‘all goods not:originating there. - It

87008
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2
C oty 7 SO T SRS
ﬁ(u? be, éed i8h: thié; ?\nendment does not provide for an addi-
tional $200 for tile irgin Islands over and above the $100 provided
fot: other areas. Tho maximurh which could be brought it under:any
86t of circumstancds without payment of duty would be 8200."

GENERAL STATEMENT

Under existing law, a returning U.S. resident is allowed the following
personal exemptions from duty on articles he has purchased abroad:
.. 1, If the returning Midlint remains outside the territorial limits
of the United States fok at least 48 hours, he may claim an exetnp-
tion from duty for $200 wotth of articles gequired abroad. If,
however, he returns through a port of entry on the Mexican
border, he need only have been absent from the United States
for such time (not to exceed 24 hggrs) as the Secretary of the
Treasury has by veguldtion provided with redpect to such port.
At present, these repulntions require un absence of at least 24
hours (the maximum requirement permitted under the law) in
the case of residents returning through one of the southern
Chalifornia potts below Los Angeles. In ‘the case of other ports
along the United States-Mexican border, there is no period of
absence provided for. The exemption from duty described in
this paragraph may be ¢lasimad onge every 30 days.

2. If the returning resident remains outside the territorial limits
of the United States for 12 or more days, he may claim an exemp-
tion from duty for $300 worth of articles acquired abroad. This

. additional exemption, which may be claimed together with the
" basic exemption described above, can be utilized only once in
" every 6-month péried. - T e BT

Thus, for the ayérage U.S. resident retuming from abroad, there is
an effective duty-free éxemption of $500. , -
The bill redutes’ this $500 exemption to $100 until the close of
June 30, 1963, by eliminating the $300 additional exemption and by
reducing the $200 basic dxemption to $100. Excegt as explained
below with respect to aﬁgcles, acquired in the Virgin Islands, the bill
continues the present absence requirements set forth in paragraph 1,
above. The gx%ﬁon marv be claimed not more often than ornce
every 30 days. On and after July 1, 1863, the tourist exemption

allowances presqx(;tlﬁ‘mg ect would be restored.'” = " -
Four hundred dollars of the present five-huiidred-dolltit exemption
allowed returning residents regecps legislation enacted in the early
post-World War 1I period aimed at stimmulating the flow of dollars to

those countries which then badly needed dollars. . In 1948, Cor
increased the tourist exemption from $100 to $400. In 1949, an
additional $100 was added, bringing the total exemption to its present
levelaf'smo e P T T ‘
- Dating back to at least 1799, all persons arriving in the United
States' from ' abroad were permitted free entry of their ‘“‘personal
offects.” - This exemption was aimed.at permitting persons emigrating
to the United States to bring in their persongl belongings free of duty.
However, the law was so written and applied that many U.S, tourists
returning from abroad were given the same treatment as was extended
to_immiﬁngs.». In many. cases it was. slleged that these tourists
brought back as.‘‘personal effecss!’ articles which they had purchased
/.

/ =
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on their trip. Because of these alleged abuses the Congress, in. 1897,
restricted the “personal effects’” provision tp immigrants and at the
same time 'Frovide a $100 tourist exemption for retun;ini U.S.
travelérs. "Thid ‘$100 allowance remained in‘effect from '1897: until
it was raised in 1948. BT et g

h}n nletter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives rafuesting
this legislation, dated Fébrusry 24, 1981, the President said:| '
. * =% After World War.II, * * * foreign coyntries faced
;. & dollar shortage and, as one measure to eage this shortage
. Congress increased the tariff exemption by $300 in 1948 ap(i
by $100 in 1949, bringing the total exemption to $500.
owever, in the light of the existing balance-of-payments
problem, this more liberal customs exemption, designed {o
encourage American expenditures abroad, is net %resent y
werranted. Accordingly, the customs exemption should be
‘returned to the traditional amount. . - .. :

The reduced amount of tourist exemption called for by the bill will
still leave the United Statesin the position of extending to its'returnin
touiiats- more favorable duty-free treatment of  articles purchas
abroad than do most other countries of the world. :

The bill provides that, as to articles acquired in the Virgin Islands
of the United States, any person who arrives in the United States
during the period beginning on the 30th day after the date of the
enactment of the bill and ending at the olose of June 30, 1963 (the
same period that the first section of the act is effective), and who has
remained outside the United States for less than 48 hours, the 48-hour
requirement in paragraph 1798(c)(2)(A) of the Tariff Aot of 1930 shall
be treated as satisfied. For this purpose the term *United States”
has the meaning given to it in section 401 (k) of the Tariff Act of 1930
and includes all territories and possessions of the United States except
the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands,
Kingman Reef, Johnston Island, and the island of Guam.. -

i
)

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as
reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

TARIFF ACT OF 1930
TITLE II—FREE LIST

Sec. 201. That on and after the day following the passage of this
Act, except as otherwise specially provided for in this Act, the articles
mentioned in the following paragraphs, when imported into the United
States or into any of its Possessio_ns (except the Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands, Kingman Reef,
'(Iiohnst,on Island, and the island of Guam), shall be exempt from

uty: '

* . *® ] ] L ] -
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- Pag. 1798, ‘ ‘
] . * * * *® *
(c)¥In the case of any person arriving in the United States who is
a returning resident thereof— ]
(1) all personal and household effects taken abroad by him or
for his account and brought back by him or for his account; and
(2) articles (including not more than one wine gallon of
alcoholic beverages and not more than one hundred cigars) ac-
quired abroad-as an incident of the journey from which he is
returning, for his personal or household use, but not imported.
for the account of any other person nor intended for sale, if de-
clared in accordance with r:gulations of the Secretary of the
Treasury, up to but not exceeding in aggregate value—
(A) 18200, if such person] $100 (or $200 in the case of
- persons arrivng directly or indirectly from the Virgin Islands
of the United States, not more than $100 of which shall have
been acquired elsewhere than in the Virgin Islands of the
United States) if such person arrives before July 1, 1963 (or
- $200 +f such person arrives on or after July 1, 1963), and he
either arrives from a contiguous country which maintains a
fre¢ zone or free port (see subparagraph (d) of this para-
i graph), or-arrives from any other country after having re-
mained beyond the territorial limits of the United States for
a period of not less than forty-eight hours, and in either
case has not claimed an exemption under this subdivision
(A) within the thirty days immediately preceding his
- arrival; and . ‘ . S
-~ (B). [$300 in addition, if such person] $300 in addition,
if such person arrives on.or after July 1, 1963, and he has
- remained beyond the territorial limits of the United States
. for a period of not less than twelve days and has not claimed
an exemption under this subdivision SB) within the six
months immediately preceding his arrival.

o .









87t Coneress )| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { Rrport
Ist Session No. 384

TEMPORARY REDUCTION IN DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE
FOR RETURNING RESIDENTS

May 10, 1961.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole Ilouse on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. MiLLs, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted
the following

REPORT

1To accompany H.R. 6611)

The Committee on Ways und Means, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 6611) to amend paragraph 1798(c)(2) of the Tariff Act of 1930
to reduce temporarily the exemption from duty enjoyed by returning
residents, and for other purposes, having considered the same, report
gavorably thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill

0 pass, -
d I. Purprose

~ The purpose of the bill is to provide a temporary reduction, from

$500 to $100, in the amount o l{)urchases abroad that a returning

resident of the United States may bring back into this country free of

duty. This proposal was recommended by the President as a part of

his program to counter our present unfavorable balance-of-payments
osition. ‘ ~

P II. GENERAL STATEMENT

A. PRESENT LAW

Under existing law, a returning United States resident is allowed

the following personai exemptions from duty on articles he has pur-

chased abroad: :

| 1. If the returning resident remains outside the territorial
limits of the United States for at least 48 hours, he may claim
an exemption from duty for $200 worth of articles acquired
abroad. If, however, he returns through a port of entry on
the Mexican border, he need only have been absent from the
United States for such time (not to exceed 24 hours) as the
Secretary of the Treasury has by regulation provided with
67008 '



2 TEMPORARY REDUCTION IN DUTY-FREE ALLOWANCE

rospect to such port. At present, these rogulations require an
absence of at least 24 hours (the maximum requirement permittod
under the law) in the case of residents returning through ono of
the southern California ports below Los Angeles. In the case of
other ports along the United States-Moxican border, there is no
eriod of absence provided for. The exemption from duty
escribed in this paragraph may be claimed once every 30 days,
2, If the returning resident remains outside the territorial
limits of the United States for 12 or more days, he may claim
an exemption from duty for $300 worth of articles acquired
abroad. This additional exemption, which may be claimed
together with the basic exemption described above, can be
utilized only once in every 6-month period.
Thus, for the average U.S. resident returning from abroad, there
is an effective duty-free exemption of $500.

B. PROVISIONS OF AND REASONS FOR BILIL

T'he bill reduces this $500 exomption to $100 until the close of June
30, 1963, by climinating the $300 additional exemption and by reduc-
ing the $200 basic exemption to $100. Except as explained bolow
with resRect to articles acquired in the Virgin Islands, the bill con-
tinues the present absence requirements set forth in paragraph 1,
above. Tho oxemption may be claimed not more often than once
overy 30 days. On and aftor July 1, 1963, the tourist oxemption
allowances presently in effect would be restored.

Four hundred dollars of the present five hundred dollar exemption
allowed returnin% residents reflects legislation enacted in the early
post-World War II period aimed at stimulating the flow of dollars to
those countries which then badly needed dollars. In 1948, Congress
increased the tourist exemption from $100 to $400. In 1949, an addi-
tional $100 was addoed, bringing the total exemption to its present
level of $500. .

Dating back to at least 1799, all porsons arriving in the United States
from abroad were permitted free ontry of their “personal effocts.”
This exemption was aimed at permitting persons cmigrating to the
United States to bring in their personal bolongings free of duty.
However, the law was so written and applied that many U.S. tourists
returning from abroad were given the same treatment as was oxtended
to immigrants. In many cases, it was alleged that theso tourists
brought back as ¢ personal effects’’ articles which they had purchased
on their trip. Because of these alleged abuses, the Congress, in 1897,
restricted the ‘‘personal effects” provision to immigrants and at the
same time provided a $100 tourist exemption for returning U.S.
travelers. This $100 allowance remained in effect from 1897 until it
was raised in 1948, .

In a letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives requesting
this legislation, dated February 24, 1961, the President said:

* ¢ ¢ After World War II, * * * foreign countries faced

a dollar shortage and, as one measure to ease this shortage.
Congress increased the tariff exemption by $300 in 1948 and
by $100 in 1949 brl.ngmgh the total exemption to $500.

. However, in the iight of the existing balance-of-payments
problem, this more liberal custbms exemption, designed to

4
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encourage American oxpenditures abroad, is not prosently
warranted. Accordingly, the customs exemption should be
returned to the traditional amount.

] * L] * L]

* * * This proposal would meot the oxisting situation
and the 4-year terminal date would provide an appropriate
oPportunity for a reappraisal of the measure in the light
of tho balance-of-payments position in the future * * *

Your committee fecls thut the enactmoent of the bill will be of
assistanco in the present offorts to reverse the unfavorable balance-
of-payments position of the United States. While tho amount of
dollar outflow which this moeasure will curb cannot be stated with
oxactness, thoe Treasury Dopartiment estimates that it will probably
be about $150 million por year. It is also cstimated that there will be
an annual increase in revenue of about $56 to $10 million.

The reduced amount of tourist exemption called for by the bill will
still leave the United States in the position of extending to its returnin
tourists more fnvorablo duty-free troatmont of articles purchase
abroad than do most other countries of the world.

Soction 2 of the bill provides that, as. to articles ncquired in the
Virgin Islands of the United States, any person. who arrives-in the
United States during tho period beginning on the 30th day after the
dato of the enactment of the bill and ending at the close of Juno 30
1983 (the samo poriod that the first section of the act is offective), and
who has remained outside the United States for loss than 48 hours,
the 48-hour requirement in parvagraph 1798(c)(2)(A) of the Tariff Act
of 1930 shall bo treated as satisfied. For this purpose the term
“United States” has the meaning lfivon to it in section 401(k) of the
Turiff Act of 1930 and includes all territorios and possessions of the
United Statos oxcopt tho Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Wake
Island, Midway Islands, Kingman Reef, Johnston Island, and the
island of Guam. » .

Section 2 of tha bill, in effect, waives for up to $100 worth of articles
acquired in the Virgin Islands of the United States the 48-hour period
which a U.S. resident must, remain outside the United States before
he is eligible to claim an exowmption under paragraph 1798(0)(2)%&).
All other conditions of paragraph 179850) (25)(A) must be niet before
the exemption may be allowed. "It.should bo noted that if a returning
rosidont arrives in the United States with articles acquired in the
Virgin Islands of the United States aftor having remained outside the
United States for more than 48 hours, he would not qualify for
oxemption undor paragraph 1798(c)(2) (A) by reason of section 2 of
the bill but would claim his exemption directly under paragraph
1798(c)(2)(A).

III. Cuanges IN ExisTING Liaw

In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Ropresentatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as
introduced, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):
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TARIFF ACT OF 1930
TITLE II--FREE LIST

Skc. 201. That on and after the day following the passage of this
Act, except as otherwise specially provided for in this Act, the articles
mentioned in the following paragraphs, when imported into the United
States or into any of its possessions (except the Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands, Kingman Reef,
gohnston Island, and the island of Guam), shall be exempt from

uty:
*®

* » * * * »

PAR. 1798.
-

* * * * * *

(c) In the case of any ¥erson arriving in the United States who is a
returning resident thereof—
(1) all personal and household effects taken abroad by him or
for his account and brought back by him or for his account; and
(2) articles (including not more than one wine gallon of
alcoholic beverages and not more than one hundred cigars) ac-
quired abroad as an incident of the journey from which he is
returning, for his personal or houschold use, but not imported
for the account of any other person nor intended for sale, if de~
clared in accordance with regulations of the Secretary of the
Treasury, up to but not exceeding in aggregate value—
(A) E$200, if such person} $100 zf such person arrives 3;[07‘4
July 1, 1963 (or $200 if such person arrives on or after July 1,
1963), and he either arrives from a contiguous country which
maintains a free zone or free port (see subparagraph (d) of
this paragraph), or arrives from any other country after
having remained beyond the territorial limits of the United
States for a period of not less than forty-eight hours, and in
either case has not claimed an exemption under this sub-
division aSA) within the thirty days immediately preceding
* his arrival; and
(B) [$300 in addition, if such person] $300 in addition,
if such person arrives on or after July 1, 1963, and he has
remained beyond the territorial limits of the United States
for a period of not less than twelve days and has not claimed
an cxemption under this subdivision SB) within the six
months immediately preceding his arrival,



MINORITY VIEWS

The bill H.R. 6611 would reduce from $500 to $100 the amount of
goods that returning U.S. residents are allowed to bring into the
country duty free from abroad. This protposal was suggested by the
President in his message to the Congress of February 6, 1961, and was
offered as a measure *“to correct the basic payments deficit and achieve
lor}ger term equilibrium.”

t is our conviction that this is the wrong solution to an ackngwl-
edged problem. Our balance-of-payments difficulties arise primarily
because of problems of liquidity in international holdings and obliga-
tions and not as a consequence of any adverse balance of trade. It
arises because of our Nation’s position as the world’s banker and not
because of a position as a world trader or a worlg investor.

It is claimed that the bill would provide a <urb on the dollar flow
because of reduced tourist purchases amounting to approximately
$150 million. This must be evaluated in the context of annual mer-
chandise exports of approximate]y $20 billion and merchandise im-
gort-s of approximately $15 bilion. It should also be noted that the

ill does not touch the sizable purchases of duty-free articles.

This bill would attempt to impair commercial transactions in an
area most advantageous to international understanding. We refer to
the fact that by imposing this limitation on American tourists return-
ing from abroad we are endeavoring to interfere in the people-to-
people relationships that have done so much to advance the American
cause in foreign countries by virtue of the ‘“good neighbor’ activity of
our private citizens. The bill would be of doubtful efficacy because it
is typical of tourist travel that the individual budgets himself and
allocates a total dollar expenditure among the things that he desires
to do. If this bill restricts to any extent the articles he brings back to
the United States, it is likely that he will still spend the same total
amount, but for other things. Thus, the net result will be a Govern-
ment meddling and interference in the opportunity for freedom of
choice in dollar allocations by our tourist citizens.

It is our judgment that this proposal is the last step that should be
taken instead of the first step in dealing with our balance-of-payments
position. This bill is a return to the late 19th century when the tour-
18t allowance was $100. Indeed, this legislativeﬁpro osal suggests that
the 19th century may be the true vista of the New Frontier.

H.R. 6611 should not be approved.
TuoMas B. Curtis.

BRUCE ALGER,
SteveN B. DEROUNIAN.



