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Mr. SMOOT, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany H. R. 8100]

The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
8100) for the relief of the estate of Charles L. Freer, deceased, having
Considered the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment,
and recomnmends that it do pass.
The favorable report made thereon by the Committee on Ways

and Means to the House of Representatives is as follows:

[House Report No. 462, Sixty-eighth Congress, first session]

The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
8100) for the relief of the estate of, Charles L. Freer, deceased, having had the
same under consideration, reports it back to the House with the following amend-
ment:
Page 2, line 14, after the word "from," insert "the said residue of."
And as so amended recommends that the bill do pass.
The legislation herein proposed cancels and remits taxes amounting to

$74,889.56 which the Smithsonian Institution as residuary legatee of the estate
of Charles L. Freer would have to pay the Government from the trust fund
created by his will.
Under date of December 27, 1904, Mr. Freer transmitted to the Smithsonian

Institution an offer to bequeath or make present conveyance of title to his exten-
sive art collection to the Institution or the United States Government, under
certain specified conditions, and to furnish the means for erecting, after his.
death, a suitable building to receive the collection, provided the Institution or the
Government would undertake its maintenance. In this communication he
stated:

"These several collections include specimens of very widely separated periods
of artistic development, beginning before the birth of Christ and ending to-day.
No attempt has been made to secure specimens from unsympathetic sources,
my collecting having been confined to American and Asiatic schools. My great
desire has been to unite modern work with masterpieces of certain periods of
high civilization harmonious in spiritual and physical suggestion, having the
power to broaden esthetic culture and the grace to elevate the human mind."
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Subsequelitly 4ui Q ,wtas 4ced and tbe title to *he qCtion, consisting
at that time ofo t8ybjcvYscoz i lb-d< $ Ift Jb the Institution
on May 5, 1906,

Is. Xding, this gift to the NatiqN, V-. INeer p)rovided, imnon% otho& things.
*¢ "1$o eh~rge-shall ever be :made for adfiission to the building, nor foi' t&
pdJiiege'of eiamilning or studying the objects contained theriein.-

Duning his lifetime Mr; Freer added- 2j485 objects: to- thi: collection, raised
the provision in the original (teed for housing it from $500,000 to $1,200,000,
and shortly before the war decided upon the early erection of the structure,
thereby permitting the transfer of the collection from Detroit to Washington
within a comparatively short time.

The building, located in the Smithsonian reservation on the Mall, just west
of the Smithsonian Building, was eomplete(l at a cost of $1;300,000 and opened
to the public inA. May,$, 1923L 1t±ouses the antiri colleateii d0ltiied to he the
finest and most complete of its kind in the United States, and valued at from
$3,500,000 to $4,000,000.

Mr. Freer (lied on September 25, 1919. Uisvidll made separate bequests to
the Smithsonian Institution to pay for a curator, provide for the, statuary, and
to provide for tle (are ofl the iiitrjor oou'rt of tUe. .iUding. In- addition the
residuary estate was to be turned over to the Institution to purchase from tine
to time suitable objects to add to the collection, hut, in the event of there being
no suitable objects, to purchased American works of art for the National Gallery
of Art.

'The estate was settled, and the oxeouorsi (iWchrg~l otn Veeiber 422 L 22,
Mte residue being turned over to the Smithsonian at that time under the pro-
Visions of the will.

In February, 1923, howeverr.thq T~eiyt J:epartmeint advisedl the trustees
that on a reexamination of the ilieome-tax returns it appeare(l that additional
taxes amnotunting to $74,657.70 would be assessed aAgainst the estate. Subse-
quently an additional tax of $231A.860 was acdled, making a total of $74,889.56.

Since the body of the estate had been distributed among the several heirs, the
additional asscssmonoit,, under thQ law,, would hiay to conwe fromi the rQsilue
already. in the possession of the Sftithsonihif Ttistitutiion, aid any, further tax col-
) Mted .would neTCessarily decrease the amnbunt belonging to and already in the
luhtdsa of the Governmnt.

Coglgress has indicated that it (lid lot wish to ihpaiq thegift 4IAdQ.by Mr, Vrqor
tu. the Nlatioln. In the second deficiency act of 1920, approved Ma,<chi G, 19w, it
ordered the repaynldnt to the estate of Mr. Freer of $13,252.21, profit on the; sale
of certain 'stock, the l)roceeds from whidh wer given to the Smithsoniani lnstitu~-
tion for the erection of the building to house the collection and to purchase addi-
tiolls to it.

T[le burden of the tax now rests mipoit the prol)erty of the Nlation, anld the
committee is unaitinmously of the opinion that. it should he removed by remission
of the a(lditional tax.
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