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‘Mr. MiLuxiN, from the Committee on Finance,- submitted the
following ,
REPORT
[To accompany H. R. 3229]
The Committes on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
. 3229) to exempt Hawaii and Alaska from the requirements of the act
of April 29, 1902, relating to the procurement of statistics of trade
between the United States and its noncontiguous territory, having
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment
and recommend that the billdopass. =~ \
The bill provides that cargo manifests need not be filed for vessels
traveling between the continental United States and Hawaii and
Alaska. These cargo manifests were originally required in order to
obtain statistics on trade with Hawaii and Alaska. Other sources
are now available for statistics on commerce with these Territories.
Therefore your committee feels that it no longer is necessary to subject
shiF ers to the burdens and costs of filing such manifests.
e report of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of

Representatives is as follows:
GENERAL a'rwnxnwi

This bill repeals, with :es‘{)ect“ to the Territories of Alaska and Hawaii, a 46-
vear-old law requiring the filing of cargo manifests coyerinf,' ‘shipments of goods
between such Territories and continental United States. - In recent years, with .
the growth and development- of trade and commerce ‘between the mainland and
these outlying possessions, the existing law has become a source of irritation to all
who engage in or depend upon'such trade. Your committee feels that as applied
to Alaska and Hawaii the existing law has long since outlived its usefulness and
cannot now be justified. . The law will remain in effect, however, with respect to
Puerto Rico and other noncontiguous territory, .~ - -~~~ . ... .o o
Under existing law (46 U. 8, C., secs. 91-96, inclusive) masters of all vessels
bound for a foreign port are required to-file, with appropriate customs collectors,
cargo manifests showing the amount and value of the cargo aboard such vessels,
The law also requires the owners, shippers, or consignors of the goods making up
such cargoes to file similar manifests covering such items, no matter how insignifi-

cant these items may be. '
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o :
ertaining the volume, value, and char-
States and its Territories, if aué_when ‘the
sou;oesm be employed without burdening
g Arade, . oo oiil e e
. Joseph R. Farrington, Delegate from Hawaii,
mplaints from businessmen in Hawaii of which

s

~_““The ma , any in photographic supplies ‘
the statistics compiled by ! Qd‘»':qhgweastiatj the importations of photo-
graphic equipment recorded in these statistics showed a total less than that im-
ported by his firm alone, despite the fact that the latter did, at the very outside,
not more than 75 percent of the business in this field.” = - o
?o(l)lnE L. Bartlett, Delegate from Alaska, too, has informed the committee
as ows: b T o L e A T
Xpor equired for shi foreig
, quirement is that Government agencies
o er, such statistics are relatively valueless
ause S0 ID hipped to Alaska both by individuals and merchants by
parcel post. erefore, the publication of figures obtained under the act of
April 29, 1902, cannot possibly reflect the true state of trade and, in fact, may lead
to entirely erroneous conclusions. Since Alaska is an integral part of the United
States I do not think the red tape encountered in coin;;llyipg with the provisions
of the 1902 act should be longer continued and I hope the committee will
approve H. R. 8229.” ‘ S : R :
CuANGES IN ExisTiNG LAw

In compliance with paragraph 2a of rule XIIT of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, the act. Fropdse’d,to“be repealed by the bill, as introduced, is set
forth below enclosed in black brackets: AR Co ‘

ACT OF APRIL 2, 1902 ’
“LAN ACT To facllitate the procurement of statistics of trade between the United States and its non-
o . _ contiguous territory . . L

' der such regulations as the &
scribe, in the {1 etween the United States Hawaii, Puerto
the Philippine Islands, Guam; and its other noncontiguous territory d-s
also govern in the trade conducted between said islands and territory, and in
shipments from said islands or territory to. other parts of the United States:
Provided, That this law shall not apply in the Philippine Islands during such time

as the collectors of customs of those islands are under the jurisdiction ‘of the War

Department.}” ’ O : : . L

aii, Puerto




