80 CoNarESsS } SENATE { REPORT
13t Session No. 140

EXTENDING TIME FOR MAKING APPLICATION FOR PAY-
MENT UNDER SETTLEMENT OF WAR CLAIMS ACT OF
1028, AS AMENDED

June 8 (calendar day, June 10), 1933.—Ordered to bhe printed

Mr, LA FouLeETrTE, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To aceompany H.J.Res. 183)

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the resolution
(H.J.Res. 183) extending for one year the time within which American
claimants may make application for payment, under the Settlement
of War Claims Act of 1928, of awards of the Mixed Claims Commis-
sion and of the Tripartite Claims Commission, having considered
the same, report favorably thercon without amendment and recom-
mend that it do pass,

Tho joint resolution is reported from the Committee in exactly
tho same language as it passed the House of Representatives, and the
Finance Committee adopted the report of the House Ways and Means
Committee, which is herein set out in full:

[House Report No. 201, Beventy-third Congress, firat session)

The Committee on Waiya and Means, to whom was referred the resolution
(H.J.Res. 183) extending for 1 year the time within which Amerisan clalmants
may make application for pa{ment under the Scttlement of War Claims Aot of
1028, or awards of the Mixed Claims Commission and of the Tripartite Claims
Commission, having had the samo under consideration, report it back to the
House and recommend that the resolution do pass.

The necessity for the legislation is explained in the following letter from Hon,
Willinm II. Woodin, Secretary of the Treasury, to the Speaker of the House of
Represontatives: ,

: TREASURY DEPARTMBNT,
Washington, D.C., May 8, 19383,
The Speakur or THE Housk or REPRESENTATIVES,

Bin: I have the honor to transmit herewith for consideration by the Congress
a draft of a proposed Jolnt resolution to amend the Settlement of War Claims
Aot of 1928 for the purpose of extending for one additional year from March 10,
1933, the time within which American nationals who have obtained awards from
the Mixed Claims Commisslon, United States and Germany, or from the Tripar-
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tite Claims Commission, United States, Austria and Hungary, may make appli-
cation to the Treasury for the payment of such awards.

The Settlement of War Claims Act of 1028 originally required that an applica-
tion for the payment of such awards be made within 2 years from tho date of the
enactment of that act (Mar. 10, 1928). Howover, in view of the fact that some
awards were not entored in time and that funds were not made available as
required, to permit claimants to file applieation within the period specified, the
act has heen amended from time to time so as to extend the time within which
applications may be filed. The last extension expired March 10, 1933.

he Treasury holds 40 awards entered by the Mixed Claims Commission,
United States and Germany, which have been certificd for payment, amounting
to approximately $233,000, including hoth principal and interest up to Septembeor
30, 1932; 3 awards entered by the Tripartite Claims Commission in favor of
American nationals against the Government of Austria in the amount of approxi-
mately $700; and 350 awards entered by the Tripartite Claims Commission in
favor of American nationals against the Government of Hungary in the amount
of approximately $215,000. It is understood that there are pending before the
Mixed Claims Commission 16 claims in the amount of approximately $2,000,000,
on account of which awards will in all probability be entered. The claimants
holding awards entered by the Tripartite Claims Commission against Hungary
and those who may receive awards on account of claims still pending before the
Mixed Claims Commission, have had no opportunity to file application for pay-
menib aind there is no authority now under which such applications may be
received,

The claimants who have received awards from the Mixed Claims Commission
and who have not filed apglioation for payment have had ample opportunity to
file such applications, but for various reasons they have not done so. The
claimants whose claims are still pending hefore the Mixed Claims Commission
have not, of course, had an opportunity to file applieations within the time fixed
by the act. Any awards entered on their behalf will be entered after the expira-
tion of the time fixed by Congress, and it will be necessary, therefore, to grant
additional time to allow these claimants to file their applications for payment.
In view of the faot that it is necessary to extend the time for filing applications
for the last-mentioned olass of claimants, there does not seem to be any justi-
fieation for excluding the first-mentioned class.

While practically all of the awards entered in favor of American nationals
against Austria by the Tripartite Claims Commission have been paid in full, the
awards entered b{ that Commission against the Government of Hungar have
not yet been certlfied to the Treasury for payment beoause of the provisions of
the Settlement of War Claims Aot of 1028, which require the commissioner at
the time such awards are certificd to the Treasury for payment to certify that the
funds deposited by Hungary in the Hungarian speeial deposit account are suffi-
oient to pay suoh awards. In view of the fanot that it is nceessary to extend the
timo within which application for s)uymont of awards againsgt Hungary may be
f/i\led I helieve such oxtenelon should also cover tho fow ouses remaining against

ustria,

The ‘Ireasury has received from the Government of Hungary tho sum of
$8,260 in parlial satisfaction of the awards entored against that Government;
but that Govornment, for various reasons, has not been in a position to make
imymont of the balance due amounting to over $200,000, including interest,

t now a[z})ears that there is a possibility of thoe halance of fhe nmount required
bein%r paid to the Treasury in the course of the next fow months, If arrange-
ments with the Government of Hungary for payment of the amount duec are
completed, the Treasury would like to make prompt disbursement to the claim-
ants, In order to bo in a position to do this, it will be necessary to oxtend the
time within which application may ho filed,

As soon ag the required funds are received for account of the awards entered
againgt the Hungarian Government, the Treasury will also bo in a position to
mako payment of tho awards entored by tho war claims arbiter in favor of Iun-
garian natlonals against the United States Government for patonts seized and
used during the war, The Settlemont of War Claims Act prohibits the payment
of theso last-montloned awards until the Government of Hungary has deposited
suffiefent funds to liquidato the awards onterod against it.

I recommend, thorefors, that the proposed legislation be given favorable
consideration at this session of Congress, in order that payment may be made
promptly upon recolpt of applications, I might add that these payments are
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all made out of trust funds and do not roPresent the expenditure of public funds
and are not, therefore, a charge against the Budget.
Respectfully,
W. H. Woobp1v,
Secretary of the Treasury.

The following letter from Hon. James H. Douglas, Acting Secrotary of the
Treasury, shows the amounts involved in connection with t%xe awards entered
against Hungary by the Tripartite Claims Commission In favor of Awmerican
nationals and the awards entered by the war claims arbiter in favor of Hungarian
nationals: ‘
TREABURY DRPARTMENT,
Washinglon, June 6, 1933,
Hon. RoserT L. DoUGHTON,
Chairman Ways and Means Commiliee,
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.

My Dear MR, Cuainman: In compliance with a request of the clerk of your
committee, information is set out below concerning the amount payable to the
United States on account of the awards entered against Hungary by the Tri-
partite Claimmg Commission in favor of American nationals, and the amount pay-
able by the United States to Hungarian nationals on account of the awards
entered by the war claims arbiter,

The awards entered by the Tripartite Claims Commission in favor of American
nationals against tho Government of Hungary amounted, with interest up to
October 156, 1029, to approximately $178,000. The amount due today would
approximate $200,000. .

he awards entered by the war claims arbiter in favor of Hungarian nationals
against the United States Government amount to $53,799.66, including interest
up to December 31, 1928. This sum bears interest at the rato of b percent per
annum from December 31, 1928, which amounts to approximtaly $14,000 up to
the present time, making a total due on this account of about $68,000.

Very truly yours, .
James H. Dovaras,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

CHANGES IN BEXISTING LAW

The ohanges groposed b?r the resolution to section 2 (g) and section 5 (f)
of the Settlement of War Claims Aot of 1928, as amended, are as follows:

(g) No payment shall be made under this section unless application therefor
is made, within [five ycars) siz years after the date of the enactment of this act,
in f.bccordunce with such regulations as the Scorctary of the Treasury may pre-
scribe.

(fz0 No payment shall be made under this scotion (other than payments to the
United States in respeot of claims of the United States on its own bhehalf) unless
applioation therefor is made within [five years] siz years after the date of the
enactment of this act in accordance with such regulations as the Secretary of the
Treasury may prescribe.
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