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EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS AQT

MONDAY, MAY 17, 1048

Unitep STATES SENATE,
ComMiTTEE ON FINANCE
Washington, D. C.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:30 a. m., in room 312,
Sﬂ}&te Office Building, Senator Walter F. George (chairman) pre-
siding.

The Cuairman. The committee will please come to order.

We have before us this morning House Joint Resolution 111, to
extend the authority of the President under section 350 of the Tariff
Act of 1930, as amended.

The Secretary of State is with us.

We will be glad to have such general statement as you wish to make,
Mr. Secretary, and also hear from such other members of the Depart-
ment as are here.  Dr. Sayre is here, I believe, and others.

When the Sccretary has finished his statement, gentlemen, I am
sure he will be glad to answer any questions.

Do you prefer not to be interrupted, Mr. Secretary?

Secretary HurL. Of course, I always leave that with the committee.
I think it expedites the matter all around, however, if I might con-
clude the brief gencral statement, first.

The CratrMAN. You may do so, then; and any questions will come
after the brief statement that you wish to submit first.

STATEMEﬁT OF HON. CORDELL HULP, SECRETARY OF STATE

Secretary Hurr. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I
always count it s real privilege to come here and exchange such ideas
and information as I may have with you. By this time, it should be
crystal clear to each and every one of us that during the interval
between the two wars there were committed some of the most colossal
blunders in the experience of the human race. Otherwise, the world
would not be in its present critical position.

There never was a time, therefore, when it was more necessary
for every one of us to examine and reexamine the nature and causes
of mankind’s tragic failure in the last two decades to build an enduring
structure of law, peace, and prosperity. None of us, who prizes
freedom and who has at heart our national interest for the sake of
which we are now pouring out blood and treasure, can permit any
preconceived notion, however long and strongly held, to stand in the
way of an understanding of the crushing blunders of recent years
and of resolute effort to make sure that such blunders will not recur
in the future. X
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This is not the occasion for a thorough and comprehensive examina-~
tion of this all-important matter in its entirety. But this is an
eminently fit occasion for a discussion of one of its essential phases—
the problem of international economic cooperation as an indispensable
basis both for peace and for prosperity.

For the past 9 years, the reciprocal trade agreements policy has been
carried forward by cooperative action of the legislative and executive
branches of the Government. It was originally enacted in 1934 and
has been, since then, twice renewed. The House of Representatives,
after exhaustive hearings and debate, has just voted, by an overwhelm-
m% nonpartisan majority, to renew it again,

n the course of the flearings held by the House Committee on
‘Ways and Means I made & comprehensive statement of the essential
eonsiderations involved in the question which is before you, 1 shall
not take your time to reiterate the points presented init. But I
should like, if I may, to dwell upon one or two of these points.

In making its decision at this time whether or not to renew the
Trade Agreements Act, the Congress is faced with the first significant
test of this country’s basic attitu's toward the future. The issue is
whether or not our country is determined to cooperate with other
peacefully inclined nations in economic matters.

After the last war we, as a nation, faced the same issue, and we have
paid a terrible price for the fact that our answers to some of the ques-
tions raised by that issue were neither clear-cut nor consistent. Fol-
Jowing the war of 1914-18 international economic relations soon fell
into a pattern of rapidly narrowing nationalism. Recovery from the
dislocations produced by that first world conflict imperatively re-
quired a revival and growth of international trade. Instead, the
nations of the world surrounded themselves with ever-mounting
barriers to an exchange of goods scross their boundaries. To that
destructive piling up. of trade restrictions, our country contributed
its full share,

During the decade of the twenties, the evil effects of trade restric-
tions were somewhat mitigated and disguised by the vast volume of
international loans, Our country supplied billions of dollars in loans
which enabled us to maintain our exports on a relatively high level
while we were putting immense obstacles in the path of our imports.

That unhealthy situation could not continue long. And it did not.
By the end of the first post-war decade, the structure of international
trade became disrupted, and the resultant dislocation served as a
powerful contributory factor to the general economic collapse which
descended on our country and the world.

+ In the first bitter days of that profound depression, our country
and other countries could think of no expedient, except to intensif
and extend the very course of narrow economic nationalism whic
was so largely responsible for the tragic plight in which we found
oursclves. Trade barriers rose to unprecedented heights. The
structure of currency and credit was shattered. Countries resorted
to a multiplying variety of economic weapons, and all suffered in
consequence, .

- Fortunately for us and for the world, this country, after more than
2 decade of noncooperation with others, at last had the vision and the
courage to shift gears in the all-important field of commercial policy
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and to move in the opposite direction. That was the historic signifi-
cance of the original enactment of the trade-agreements policy.

In the trade-agreements program we had a flexible and easily adjust-
able instrument for dealing with the two great obstacles to a healthy
development of mutually beneficial international trade. The first of
those obstacles was the immense variety of restrictions on imports—
excessive tariffs, quotas, exchange controls, and many others. The
second was the use of these devices in a discriminatory manner. By
means of trade agreements, we sought to eliminate or diminish these
destructive barriers. The trade-agreement method enabled us to
accomplish the reduction of trade barriers in other countries through
a reciprocal reduction of some of our own tariff rates. It enabled us,
bg the use of the most-favored-nation principle, to press for an
abandonment of discriminatory practices. Amid the growing deteri-
oration of all international relationships during the years which pre-
ceded the outbreak of the present war, the trade-agreement program
was the most important single support for the hope that the nations
might find a way toward cooperative action for the establishment and
maintenance of peaceful international relations.

As we face the future, the renewal now of the Trade Agreements
Act will have perhaps an even greater historic significance than that
of its original adoption.

Our people are fully aware of that fact. For months past, in
Congress and throughout the country, there has been discussion of the
post-war world and of what should be our part in it, a free give and
take of views and ideas in the best American tradition. This is as
it should be. Only in this way can public opinion crystallize and the
Congress be enabled accurately to register that opinion. We must
chart the gencral direction of our post-war course, begin to make
decisions on policies, necessarily leaving until later the working out
of details in the better knowledge we will then have of specific condi-
tions, Public opinion has not yet crystallized in regard to some
aspects of the extent and nature of our cooperation with other like-
minded nations with a view to making the world, after this war, both
fruitful and secure. Butit has, I feel confidént,overwhelmingly reached
the conclusion that the minimum indication of our willingness to
cooperate with others in the economic field to the mutual benefit of
all would lie in the clean-cut extension of the trade-agreements
program,

That program has served us well in the past 9 years. There has
been an ample demonstration of its usefulness as an effective instru-
ment for the promotion of mutually beneficial trade on a basis of fair
dealing and nondiscrimination—the only possible basis of fruitful
international cooperation in the economic field. It is thus a practical
and tested method which the Congress has already endorsed twice
since its original adoption, each time after an exhaustive appraisal
of its results. The Congress is being asked, therefore, in making
this first decision on post-war policies, not to commit the country to
some new and untried experiment, but to reaffirm a proven program,
sound in principle and in operation, and essential for a stable eco-
nomie, political and peace structure in the post-war years,

We know from bitter experience that trade between countries is the
main foundation for any and all economic dealings between, peoples.
It provides the goods they need, and furnishes employment for indus-
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tries suited to each country. If it is discouraged by cloudy political
skies and mistrust, or made impossible by national shortsightedness,
there is no possible sound basis for any of the other economic or finan-
cial dealings between the countries.

Without substantial trade our shipping industry is certain to
decline to small dimensions. Without substantial trade, any capital
investment that we may undertake abroad would sooner or later end
in disappointment and reproach. ' Without substantial trade there
cannot be certainty or stability in the monetary relationships between
countries. These will always be subject to disturbances and dis-
putes, The prospects for maintaining a coordinated international
monetary system would be dimmed. Without substantial inter-
national trade, the future value of gold is certain to be in doubt, for
countries will not indefinitely accumulate gold supplies unless they
can freely obtain goods therefor. International trade is thus the key
to all our international economic relations—and & powerful factor in
our domestic prosperity as well. .

The trade-agreements program is the sole practicable method by
which we can hope to restore our post-war foreign trade to a healthy
basis. It is a method of trade regulation through which obstacles to
commerce can be removed with fullest regard for the position and in-
terest of every branch of our production and the general interest of
the Nation as a whole. Administered as it has been by experienced
and disinterested officials, with infinite care and caution, it is the one
;in(fctlllOd so far devised for constructive action in this Vitnily important

e

There is no possible cffective alternative for it. Our history has
shown how strong would be the tendency, were the Trade Agreements
Act discarded or crippled, to resort to the position of extreme and
ruinous trade batrriers. Any such course by this country at this time
would spur on all coyntries in the world, many in greater difficultics
than we ourselves, to place high barriers and restrictions about their
own countries, provoke them into special arrangements from which
we would be excluded—and as a8 consequence of these measures, de-
stroy the interchange of needed goods by which all countries of the
world can gradually repair the damage of the war and improve their
economic condition.

In the conduct of our trade with the rest of the world, and in the
administration of the Trade Agreements Act, we, of course, take full
and detailed account of our domestic situation, our domestic measures,
and the forms of trading abroad. The act is flexible enough to per-
mit all measure of wise adjustment. In fact, without the act, we
gould not meet satisfactorily the changing conditions which will con-

ront us,

Without the Trade Agreements Act, we would be thrown back on
the kind of extreme policy that culminated in the Tariff Act of 1930,

It has been suggested that the trade-agreements program be retained
but the agreements negotiated under it be made subject to approval
by the Congress., Let me recall briefly some pertinent history.

During the entire history of this country, only three reciprocity
tariff treaties have been ratified and made effective. All of these
were of a special character and were with countries with which the
United States had particularly close political or geographic ties:
Canada (1854), Hawaii (1875), and Cuba (1902).
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Twenty-two other reciprocity tariff treaties have been negotiated
by the Executive, 10 under the general treaty-making powers, and 12
pursuant to the express statutory provision in section 4 of the Tariff
Act of 1897, but not a single one of these became eflective. Seventeen
of these were either rejected by or failed to come to a vote in’' the
Senate, one was rejected by the foreign government because of amend-
ments by the Senate, one failed to receive congressional legislation
necessary to place it in effect, and three were withdrawn,

In contrast to the record of reciprocity treaties requ‘irinI% Senate,
or Senate and congressional, approval, 1s the record of Executive
agreements negotiated under authority delegated by the Congress
and not subject to subsequent approval by the Senate or Congress.
Under the McKinley Tariff Act of 1890, 12 reciprocity agreements
were made cffective, and under section 3 of the Dingley Tariff Act
of 1897, 15 such agreements were brought into force.

In 1933, the United States Tariff Commission, after summarizing
the reciprocity experiences of this country up to that time, concluded:

The past experiences of the United States with respect to the difficulty of ob-
taining reciproeal tariff concessions bg means of {reaties and the greater success in
negotiating Erecutive agreements under previous authorization by the Congress
may be significant as a guide to future policy regarding methods of tariff bar-
gaining,

(The above quotation is taken from U. S, Tariff Commission,
Tariffi Bargaining Under Most-Favored-Nation Treaties, p. 13; the
italics are added.)

Since the Trade Agreements Act has becn in operation, 30 agree-
ments have been negotiated and made effective. One agreement,
that with Iran, signed on April 8, 1943, has not as yet become effective.

No one in his right senses would dream of asking the Congress for an
unlimited grant of authority to adjust our tariff rates. No Congress
would ever dream of making such a grant of power—and no Congress
ever has. The Trade Agreements Act involves a strictly and specifi-
cally limited delegation of power, with the terms of which you are all
familiar. Its periodic review by the Congress is a fully effective safe-
guard against the abuse even of these limited powers. In the light
of the record of disastrous experience, which lphave just recited, a
demand for congressional action on trade agreements is a demand for
the abandonment of the whole program without which our country’s
hands will be tied in a field in which it must either act or accept over-
Whelminfly Jdisastrous consequences.

I shall not dwell on other equally important reasons why it is
imperative that the program be continued in its present form, without
weakening change. Many of us, both witkin and outside the Govern-
ment, including the almost unanimous voice of the public press,
have strongly urged such action as an early indication to other nations
of our post-war mtentions. We have all referred to the interest and
anxiety with which other nations would follow the debates in Congress
on this question. Developments since the introduction of the legis-
lation in the House have confirmed this.  Reports received from
country after country, particularly in the neighboring American
republics, reveal the marked attention by government officials, the
press, and the public to this legislation. ~The universally expressed
hope—except in the Axis countries—is for the trade-agreements
program to be extended, both for its practical significance and for the



6 EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT

re-affirmation of the principles of cooperation and fair dealing which
it embodies.

‘When post-war economic readjustments are sought, we shall need
to be in a position, in our own national self-interest, to play our
*mrt, in establishing conditions favorable to mutually beneficial trade,

ull employment, and generally to fruitful and friendly relations
between the peoples of the world. Only through enlarged market
opportunity abroad and at home shall we be able to establish and
maintain our peacetime economic activity and the employment and
}ivinlg standards of our people on anything like a satisfactorily high
avel,

. The experience of the two decades which elapsed between the end
of the World War and the outbreak of a new war in Europe has brought
out in gharp relief the validi&y of two basic propositions. The first of
these is that our Nation, and every nation, can enjoy sustained pros-
})erity only in a world which is at peace. 'The second is that a peace-
ful world is possible only when there exists for it a solid economic
foundation, an indispensable part of which is active and mutually
beneficial trade among the nations. The creation of such a foundation
is & primary objective of the trade-agrecments program, which seeks
the advancement of our domestic prosperity and the promotion of
world peace. '

These great objectives cannot, of course, be accomplished by trade
agreements alone. But they cannot be accomplished without them.

The CuairmaN, Are they any questions?

Senator VANDENBERG. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the Secretary just
one question?

The CuateMAN. Yes, Senator Vandenberg.

Senator VanpENBERG. And only one. I would like to preface it by
presenting my compliments to him and tell him I think he is one of
the finest public servants in my time.

Secretary HuLr. I’reciprocate that fully, sir.

Senator VANDENBERG. I want to inquire ag to dpreciss;ely what the
process is after an agreement has been concluded under the law; I
want to inquire what happens thereafter. Now, as T understand the
law, the agreement is written for 3 years unless terminated prior there-
to ‘‘upon due notice.”

Secretary Hurr. Yes.

Senator VANDENBERG. Who has the authority to give that notice?
‘Who decides that question?

Secretary Hurr. Ordinarily the exccutive department would. Of
course, the fact should be kept in mind, I think, that there is all the
while full cooperation between the executive and the legislative de-
partments, not only in the spirit of the J)olicy but in the general scope
and effect of the policy. There would naturally be no difficulty in
reaching conclusions about the importance, or necessity even, of dis-
continuing any of these agrecments. I think the disinterested com-
mercial policy establishment in the State Department, which I think
will compare favorably in its practical hard-headed judgment with
any similar establishment in any foreign office, would be among the
first to find out even a small thing that is going wrong, Immediately
several of our flexible safeguards, most appropriate to the given sit-
usation, would be applied. Those ifhcidents have occurred in a num-
ber of cases with the result that anything that appeared to be reason-
ably objectionable has been promptly taken in hand, even to the

- [
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extent of further ncgotiations. It is in that friendly spirit of fair
dealing that nations have gone into it. :

I ar coming now to the point that if, for any reason, there should
occur something serious in the operation of any of these agreements
and those in immediate charge were so derelict as to fail to take suity
able action, Congress of course could adopt heroic methods if. it
should not be listened to—which I am sure it would—in any coopers
ative gpirit over there. Congress could discontinue the appropriar
tions, it could pass resolutions expressing certain ideas and giving
further instructions in addition to the statute, or it could make s
new statute wiping out overnight the whole structure of this trades+
agreements program and provide that the agreements should end in
6 months. Congress is supreme, of course, %ut I always come back
to this working relationship. If we do not have that, I think we are
gone. Whether Congress tries to handle it by itself or whether we
both try to handle it is an important consideration.

Senator VANDENBERG. I (}uite agree to that. I was inquiring less
gxboﬂt the general latitude than about the legal authority in the law
itself. ,

Secretary Huwn. I see.

Senator VANDENBERG. So far as the legal authority in the law itself
is concerned, the power to give due notice, I assume, is vested ex-
clusively in the President, is that right?

Secretary HurL. Well, on the recommendation ordinarily of the five,
departments that cooperate in this work. ;

Senator VANpENBERG. Yes. Well, now, after the 3 years have
gone by and no notice has been given, then the trade agreement runs
on subject only to termination thereafter upon not more than 6
months’ notice, and I assume that there a,%ain the legal authority—
the legal control over that notice is in the President?

Secretary Hurn. Yes, in effect. And if you will pardon me for
adding one sentence. To deal with this practically, Congress cannot
undertake to keep up a year-round debate on all kinds of resolutions
in regard to trade agreements, in regard to questions of termination,
and all that sort of thing. .

Senator VANDENBERG. I agree with you.

Secretary Huir. Especially when it has to do with running for

ears.
y Senator VANDENBERG. I agree with that. What I am getting at is
this: As the result of this procedure it is a fact then, is it not, that
regardless of the life of the Trade Agreements Act itscff, whether it is
2 years or 3 years, any agreements made under the authority of the
act are virtually permanent, except as the President wishes to ter-
minate them? . .

Secretary HuLL. Or except as the Congress may see fit to intervene
in any of the ways I have mentioned, plus the always cooperative rela-
tionship existing between it and the State Department and the other
departments having these matters immediately in hand. .

Senator VanpenBeRre. I like tremendously your constant emphasi
upon this cooperation with the Congress. I notice in your origina
statement you said thet periodic review of these agreements by
Congress is sufficient protection. o

Secretary Hurv, That is a part of the machinery that Congress
created, with a list of very definite instructions limiting and designat-
ing the exact scope and nature of the operation of the act. .
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Senator VANDENBERG. But so far as the law itself is concerned, and
go far as the legal authority contained in the law is concerned, there is
no provision then for any sort of review at any time by Congress, and
the lives of the agreements are exclusively at the mercy of the wisdom
of the President; is that correct?

Secretary HuLr, In a technical sense. But frankly, Senator, that
does not tell the full story. The full story goes back to the conditions
I have described. You are either going to retain a referendum by
Congress in one way or another—and it makes no particular difference
which—or you are not. Now, if we cannot work cooperatively along
the lines we have, that is subject to investigation any day in the year,
by & Senate resolution, or a congressional resolution, or a joint resolu-
tion. We can be investigated, and, frankly, there is nothing that has
occurred over there that I would not be delighted—1 say “delighted’’—
that I would not be entirely satisfied for everybody to know.

Now, we have the same thing, as you know, that presented itself to
President Hoover and his associates under the flexible provision.
There was another effort, an earnest effort to do something with this
impossible situation. Congress recognized it and acted on it; it
created a flexible provision. You may remember some people were
turning somersaults on these different questions. Nobody 1s criticizing
each other in particular that Iknow of, but at any rate President Hoover
and all of his economic advisers recommended the absolute futility of
dividing this up so there would be in effect & referendum to Congress.
It would have harassed Congress—I think I know that much about the
situation over here. 'These tariff lobbyists that surround the Capitol
the year round, they used to pester us almost to distraction. But at
any rate, President Hoover in his veto message, as you know, was
dealing with conditions as he saw them at the moment, and he said
in substance that of course they cannot send these problems of the
Tariff Commission bagk to Congress because it would work Congress
to death, and keep up politics and logrolling. T merely mention this
to show that we are dealing with an even more complex situation these
days, and especially in this unstable state of war conditions at home
and everywhere.

Senator VAnpENBERG. Let me be just a little more specific about it.
Please understand the question I am asking you does not relate to the

uestion of whether the Executive or the Congress should have au-
thority to ratify trade agreements in the first instance. The question
I am asking you relates to the life of the agreements that are made
under the act.

Secretary Hurn. That is what I am talking about. If you an-
nounce today to the American public and to all the other nations
that as we move through the balance of the war and into the post-
war period we are going to have a species of congressional referendum
to modify that provision, why, then you change the whole situation,
Now, if there is any better way, Senator, to handle this, and at the
same time avoid year-round debate under referenda, whatever form
they may take, I would like to know it. If there is a better way I
would like to know it, because I watched through the administrations
that preceded this and studied sympathetically, after I was faced with
actually dealing with these situations at the State Department, every-
thing I could find in the action of this Jsovernment under previous
administrations to deal with this problem, and I haven’t found
anything that takeg the place of this,
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Senator VANDENBERG. That is why I want to ask you this. I want
to ask you about your reaction to this specific idea. I certainly agree
with you, I do not want a year-round congressional referendum on
tariffs, and I hope I never see another general revision of the tariffs
by Congress, because obviously there has got to be some sort of.
scientific substitute,

Now, on one hand you constantly reiterate the fact that these agree-
ments, as differentiated from the act itself, are always within the
control of the congressional voice, if Congress wants to raise its
voice. On the other hand, so far as the legal cffects of the cxisting
law are concerned, thercisnot any rightin any%ody except the President
to suspend or keep a trade agreement indefinitely and perpetually,
so that the two things a (ﬁmrently do not gear. Now, under those
circumstances, what would be the objection, if any, to a proposal
that trade agrcements made under the authority, after their initiak
3-year life should be revokable by joint resolution of the Congress?

I stress the “joint resolution,” because that permits the partner-
ship of the President in the decision, but it recognizes Iegn?ly that
Congress has the legitimate right to do precisely the thmng which
you say we have the right to do without any authority of law.

Secretary Hurn. In the first place, there is a very definite and
vital difference in the conditions that face us between this authority
and these instructions of Cong}grcss to carry on trade agreements and
the authority invested in the Executive and given in the war powers.
You could raise that same question as to how you are going to get
rid of them. There are hundreds of them, perhaps, I do not know
how many. 1 have not kept up with purcly domestic matters. I have
been following the international situation.

Senator VanpeNBERG. If you will allow me to interrupt you, to
use your precise example, we have assumed to take carc of that
situation by writing into almost every one of these laws the pro-
visions that these special war powers are revocable by concurrent
resolution of Congress within 6 months after the cessation of hostilities.

Secretary HuLn. Getting back to your question, I think if we take
this in many vital respects entirely separate and unrelated authority
that Congress and the Executive are carriring on in the international
situation, it is a very difterent kind of relationship in many respects
than as regards these purely temporary, abnormal war powers. If
I may emphasize further, you do not need any authority in this act
or in any act, to pass a joint resolution terminating not only these
trade agreements but the whole act and anything under it; you can
do that by a statute any time you want to adopt it.

Senator VanpeNBERG., That is quite true, but remember your own
premise. You are asking that our action on this subject shall be a
notification to the world as to what our subsequent attitude is to be.
If we are to give the world notice as to our subsequent attitude on
this subject, even though we give them notice through the renewal
of the act itself, in respect to our general cooperative purposes, why
should we not, also in the act give them notice that in the final analysis
the thing which you have repeatedly said is true—namely, that these
agreements arc revocable if Congress wants to say so?

Secretary Hurn, That would show that at least Congress had its
mind on the subject of repealing the act.

Senator VANDENBERG. It would show that Congress has its mind:
on the preservation of the checks and balances of the constitutional
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form of the American Government in the post-war world as well as
on international brotherhood.
© Secretary Hurn, Naturally, as I was about to say, if we are inter-
¢sted, if this Government is interested, that means all the branches
cooperating together, in definitely indicating to our country and to all
other peaceful countries whether we are going to continue an economic
policy along moderately broader lines than the narrow policy of the
past, before the war, we should do so as fully as we can. Other
governments know the record of these 22 tariff treatios that came
over here during the past 100 years and never became cffective, and
they will say that they believe there is doubt, there is a real doubt,
about what the course of the Government may be in the future.
* Senator VanpenBERG, The only point in which I disagree with
%ou in that respect is that I do not think it is any more fatal for
ongress to assert, let us say, merely that subscquent power of revo-
cation, I do not think it is any more fatal in itself for Congress to say
20 than to admit, as you say the Congress has the right to do it.
+ Senator ConNaLLY. Right there may I ask a question?
' Mr. Seceretary, is it your contention that Congress at any time, by
the repeal of the whole act, can terminate these agrecments?
' Secretary HuLL. By the passage of a law Congress could call upon
the Executive to terminate any agreement,
© Senator Connarry, It could not during the 3-year period that we
would have to live up to them?

Secretary HuLn, 8f course, that is the question that the Senator
propounded. ‘

Senator ConnaLLy. We could not, certeinly, after we make an
agreement for 3 ycars; our public faith would require that Congress
or nobody else interrupt the operation of that act during the first
3 years.

: ySecretary Huwrwn. 1 quite agree with you.

Senator Connvarry. That is all, as far as I am concerned, Mr,
Chairman. Thank ly{ou very much, Mr. Secretary.
 Secretary HuLr, Have I made that last point clear, Senator? I do
not know whether I have or not.

Senator VANDENBERG. I do not know whether I did make mine
cleurdeither. I think we agree off the —ccord and disagree on the
record.

Secretmﬁr Hurr. Some of these days, if the war ge’s worse, we may
agree on the record. I hope it does not get worse, but our problems
might get worse.

The CuairMAN, Are there any other questions?

Senator La ForLLerTE. Mr. Secrotargr, I would like to ask you a
question. I understood you to say there had been 30 agreements
concluded since the act was passed?

Secretary Hurn. Yes. '

Senator LA Foiierre. Do you remember offhand how many
of those were concluded prior to the outbreak of the war and how
many since? '

Secretary Hury. Six since. One has not yet become effective.
That is the agreement with Iran. It has only a few import items
in'it, and they are noncontroversial, I think.,

Senator LA FourerTeE. How many treaties have been concluded
since we entered the war?



EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT 11

Secretary Hurr. That is something near the same number. I
think about the samoe number. .
- Senator La FoLuerre. You mean six have been concluded since we
actually entored the war?
Secretary Hurr. No, 1 haven’t got that list.
]Sen%tor A ForLerre. Will you furnish that for the record,
please .
Secretary Hurr., Yes. :
- (]'fl)le following statement was subsequéntly submitted by Secretary
ull: : ’
TrADE AGREEMENTS DURING THE WAR

- Sil’)( new agreements have been concluded during war period, four since Pearl
arbor:

Slgned Effeotive Signed Effective

.| Nov. 6,1930 | Dec, 16,1930 [ Urugun
- Oct. 14,1941 | Nov, 15,1041 || Mexico
May 7,1942 | July 26,1942 || Iran...

Venezuela. ...
Argenting. ..
Peru

.-l July 21,1042 { Jan, 11,1043
--| Dec. 23,1042 | Jan, 30,1943
.| Apr. 8,1943 o

<]

t Effectlve 30 days ‘after oxct of yd

In addition, four supplementary agreements have been concluded (two regarding
fox furs with Canada, and two with Cuba),

Senator LA ForLerre, Do you anticipate that during the war there
will be many agreements concluded?

Secretary Hurn. Not many; no. There naturally would not be
many, and they would be safeguarded, of course, corresponding to
the abnormal conditions. I would like to get this idea definitely
before you gentlemen, however., The machinery which we have for
dealing with the present thirty-odd agreements makes it possible for
us to observe every weck and every day, when necessary, all develop-
ments with respect to the operation of these agreements during ab-
normal war conditions, We are safeguarding the interests of our
- business people in many ways, by preventing violations of these agree~
ments by unnecessary war rules or practices of other countries parties
to them. We are examining every phase of these abnormal war
developments. Trade channels are changing frequently and calt for
readjustments with other countries which have trade agreements
with us of certain phases of our present trade agreements to conform,
where it is practicable, to these changes, We will be able, I think,
a8 the war ends, to have worked out man{ extremely valuable arrange-
ments and plans that will furnish leadership in attacking the complete
network of international financial, trade and general economic con-
ditions. Otherwise, we would have to begin anew. Now, this is
off the record.

(Discussion was had outside the record.)

Secretary Hurr. We could drop .il this and say, “We will wait
until the war is over,” but we would have quite a lot of difficulty in .
getting our teeth into that terrific structure of international chaos in
all these affairs, I say that in all candor, You may question the
capacity of this organization to deal with these conditions, but you
will not, I dare say, question the great importance of some agency
being on guard and examining closel ly every development through the
war, and especially being ready at the end of it to take hold of many
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of these terrific complexities and deal with them without running on
for an indefinite time.

Senator L Forierre, Do I understand your answer then to be
that you would not anticipate the conclusion of many agreements
during the war, if any?

Secretary Hurr. No; not many. .

Senator La FoLrLerTe. But that you do anticipate a constant study
of the situation and preparation for inauguration of agreements when
the war is concluded?

Secretary Huir. That is the biggest phase of the situation.

Senator La Forrerre. That is all, thank you.

Senator VANDENBERG., May I supplement the Senstor’s question
with (i'ust this further question? Are there any major countries still
outside the completed trade agreement?

Secretary HurL, China and Russia are two that you perhaps have
in mind, except we have a gencral agreement with I{ussia.

The CuaigmaN, Are there ank other questions?

Senator Tarr. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question?

The CrAIRMAN, Senator Taft.

Senator Tarr, Do I understand under the existing law the treaties
that are made are binding on the United States, they cannot be re-
voked by the State Department or the President or anyone for a period
of thgee vears after they become cffective? Is that a correct state-
ment

Secretary HuLt, In general, yes. As I tried to make clear to Sena-
tor Vandenberg, these agreements usually run for a period of 8 years
and then or thereafter, on 6 months’ notice, they can be terminated.

Senator Tarr., So that if we extend this treaty for 2 years—I say
“2 years” because that is the House bill-—until approximately July 1
1945, then in the first part of 1945 treaties could be made which would
be binding on the United States until July 1, 1948? Is that a correct
statement?

Secretary Huwi, That is correct.

Senator Tarr. And we could take the English treaty, for instance,
and make a new treaty with England under the law, extending that
treaty an additional 3 years?

Sceretary HuLn. Within all of the limitations and specifications
prescribed in the act by Congress.

Senator TArr, Yes. Now, what worrics me is this: Supposing
in the period immediately after the war there is & considerable threat
of dumping by some of these countries of products which they had
accumulated in large numboers, prepared to sell them at cheap prices,
and if a trea&y exists in that country regarding the tariff, there is no
way we could protect ourselves from any such a practice. It is not
a practice, it is just the sale of the goods in this country.

Secretary HuLn. Absolutely, Senator. The trade agrecments pro-
gram leaves in 100 percent operation the anti-dumping act put in
about the time of the Fordney Act, which is agplicab e in the case of
dumping even of goods on the free list, much less those subject to
rates. ¢ have also the countervailing clause, which isya separate
provision and which likewise gives protection in the case of any kind
of subsidy abuses, '

Senator Tarr. Take, however, a treaty with Australia which hap-
pened to have a large amount of wool, and they sold the wool here at
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a cheap price, there is no way in which we could deal with it by calling
it dumping or not dumping. I do not see how it would violate any
law. ould not it force the price of wool in this country down and
leave us with our hands completely tied as far as the tarifl is concerned?

Secretary Hurw, That is a part of the business of these trade
agreements. Many people thought that because both political
parties and the Government generally had dealt summarily and
pretty carclessly with tariff making, this Trade Agreements Act
would be administered in the same fashion. But as a matter of fact,
the first thing I insisted on with my associates was that we keep a
thousand miles away from any political considerations, that we deal
in the spirit of the utmost fairness and sympathy with American
production, and that at all times we closely observe the operation of
any rates that had been most carefully worked out under this policy.
Up to this time we have had no really serious complaint. We have
corrected anything we saw that deviated from that policy in a small

way.

Senator Tarr. Let me give you an illustration. Suppose we con-
tinue this for 2 years to July 1945, and in, we will say, April 1945, we
entered into & 3-year treaty with the Dutch Government bindin
rubber on the free list; that would be effeotive until 1948, would it not

Secretary HuLu, Yes, sir.

Senator Tarr. Would not that Eut it, practically in your power then
to kill any possible synthetic rubber industry in the United States
until 1948, even though we felt by some slight protection weo could
build it up to a point where it could compete with foreign rubber?

Secretary Hurw, There are two or three very pertinent considera-
tions that arise in conncction with that question. In the first place,
su{)pose we have 3,000 temporary war plants and the great problem
will arise about how to salvage those plants, along with many other
terrific post-war problems, and minor ones as well? That will be
solved in many cases in the light of the conditions as they then pre-
sent themselves. Nobody knows yet for certain just what will be the
relative cost of production and prices on different kinds of rubber in
this country. We can tell far better then.

If I may, I would like here to bring up another consideration. I
have never been the person to criticize anybody who adhered rigidly
to our traditional policies. I followed all those attractive catchwords
and catch phrases, and the Lord knows I never thought about eriticiz-
ing anybody there, but that does not enable us to escape what is
right now ahead of us. That is whether we are going to broaden that

olicy somewhat, and if we are going to broaden it, all nations will
ook for the test, and, in the awful, unthinkable war conditions and
problems and burdens, for leadership by us as to a sound course. I
do hope that we shall not overlook that when we take our microscopes
and examine whether tariff rates should be 90 percent or 88} percent.

Senator Tarr. You have alrecady bound guayule rubber on the free
list in the Mexican treaty ; have you not?

Secretary HuLL, For a 2- or 8-year period.

Senator Tarr. Yes. And you may bind real rubber for that period?

Secretary HuLr. It is only for that kind of rubber. It is & far
different quality from the kind of rubber that you are thinking about,

Senator Tarr. What I am concerned about is this. T am not con-
cerned about continuing the trado treaties during the war, it only

87028--43-——2
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secms to me immediately after the war the situation is going to be so
completely different that it is unwise to make treaties at that time
which will absolutely tie our hands for 3 years from that time in
dealing with the post-war questions. 1t seems to me there ought to
be some way in which treaties made now and hereafter could be termi-
nated by you, if you please—I am not so concerned about Congress—
immediately aftor the war rather than having to wait for 3 years.
Of course, if you do not terminate them, they continue.

Secretary Huwr. Senator, I have great deference for yevr judoment.
Of course, I think you inherited some of it.

Senator Tarr. 1 thank you, Mr, Secretory, ‘

Secretary HuLn, We are either going to head this Nation into a
narrow commercial policy in the way of a program now and after the
war, or into what we call a broad commercial policy. We know
perfectly well what our task will be, and that is to deal with the great
strueture and network of all kinds of trade discrimination and trade
obstructions, coupled with disordered currencies, all kinds of exchange
conditions, and every other excess in the way of impediments and
discriminations which may completely demoralize international
economy and monetary and related conditions,

v Senator Tarr. Don’t you think we ought to keep the power to deal
with that situation which undoubtedly will arise immediately after
the war in our own hands? That is what I am concerned about.

Secretary HurL, We do not have to worry on that score so long as
we go forward in the most carcful way along the lines of & policy that
has for its primary and paramount purpose the promotion of inter-
national economic cooperation by getting all the other countries in a
friendly way to agree with us, to remove the excesses in all of these
restrictions and obstructions which will be in existence, everyone
knows, at the end of the war. Moreover, T will be glad to insert for
the record a full statement showing the scrupulous care with which
safeguarding provisions and escape clauses have been and are now
used in the trade agreements to safeguard us against any unforesecen
developments in the future.

- (1’{‘1;0 following statement was subsequently submitted by Secretary
ull:

SAFEGUARDING Provisiows, Escare CrLAuses, AND RESERVATIONS, IN TRapE
. AGREEMENTS

Scruipulous care hagheenexercised in theadministration of the Trade Agreements
Act to insure that all interests in our national economy are adequately safeguarded,
both with respect to the situation existing at the time a particular trade agree-
ment is entered into and with respect to various contingencies which might arise
thereafter and which might threaten injury to our interests.

The actual record of the 31 agreements which have been concluded so far is
itsclf the best evidence of the care and caution which are exercised in the formula-
tion of trade agreements to prevent injury to any substantial American interest.
While opposition to the trade-agreements program was expressed by various
individuals and organizations during the extensive hearings that were held in
1937 and 1940 on renewal of the President’s authority under the act, it is a most
striking fact that there was an almost total absence of claims by opponents that
actual injury-—as distinguished from a fear of possible future injury—had
resulted from the operation of trade agreements, .

This care and caution in administering the act is seen in the procedure which
has been followed in obtaining full and accurate information from all available
sources, including governmental agencles and_interested private persons and
groups, before negotiations are undertaken, It is likewise evidenced by the
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comprehensive nature of the interdepartmental organization which has carried
out the detailed work., This procedure and this organization have been fully
deseribed in the congressional hearings and elsewhere, so that there is no need to
repoat that deseription here.  For a detailed diseusston, reference may be made
to the testimony presented before the House Committec on Ways and Means in
1940 by Commissioner Fox of the United States Tariff Commission. (Hearings,
p. 491, et seq.)

SAFEGUARDING PROVISIONS AND ESCAPE CLAUSES

In addition to the safeguards provided by the charactor of the procedure and
organization under which trade agreements are negotiated, specific provisions
have been included in the trade agreements themselves which insure that the
public interest will be protected and that the interests of our domestic Yroducers
will be properly safeguarded at the time the agreemonts are signed and thereafter,

Among the provisions of trade agreements designed to take into account
particular situations existing or foreseen at the time they are signed, may be men-
tioned such technical safeguards as limited duty concessions, which represent
loss than the maximum reductions permitted by law; customs quotas, which
provide for reduced duties on specified quantities only; and special tariff clagsi-
fications, which also operate in appropriate cases to narrow the scope of concessions.
In certain cases special arrangements have been made for the other government
to exercisc measures of control to assure the orderly marketing of exports of
concession products to this country.

I'o the foregoing list of technical safeguards may be added the temporary and
provisional concessions granted on certain products in trade agrecmonts negoti-
ated during the war period. Temporary concessions are those duty reductions
which are granted for the emergeney (Yeriud only, after which less favorable
customs treatment is specifically provided for. Examples of products subject
to such temporary concessions are flaxseed in the trade agreement with Argentina
and zine, lead, tomatoes, and cattle in the trade agreement with Mexico. Pro-~
visional concessions are those duty reductions which this Government reserves
the unqualified right to withdraw at the end of the war, These provisional
concessions are placed in a separate schedule of the agreement (schedule IIT) and
relate to products formerly imported wholly or in mai‘or part from other countries
now cut off by the war, Examples of such concessions are Italian-typo cheese
anchovies, and wines, in schedule I1I of the trade agreement with Argentina, an
tuna fish and coconut oilcake in schedule ITI of the trade agreement with Mexico,

Various kinds of provisions in trade agreements provide adequate safeguards in
the event future devclopments, unforeseen at the time of signature of the agree-
ments, should occur which might seriously threaten a domestic industry.

An important safeguard against future contingencies is the fact that trade
agreements can be terminated, and that termination would result in increasing
our duties on articles covered by a particular agreement, This fact furnishes a
strong inducement to foreign governments, in the event that unusual circumstances
should arise requiring special action for the safeguarding of any of our industries,
to agree to adjustment in existing agrecments, or for the foreign governments
themselves to control dovelopments that might lead to denunciation of the agree-
ments by the United States,

Not only can agreements be terminated in a normal manner at the expiration of
their initial period of duration, but in special circumstances the agreements can
be modified or terminated upon short notice. For example, many of them provide
that if a wide variation occurs in the rate of exchange between the currencies of
the two countries, and if this variation is considered by either government to be
80 substantial as to prejudice its domestic industries, that %ovemment may propose
negotiations for the modification of the agreement; and if a satisfactory arrange-
ment is not reached, it may terminate the agreement on short notice.

Another example is the ‘““third-country’ article which is found in a number of
our trade agreements, This provision permits the withdrawal or modification of a
concession, after consultation with the foreign government, in the event that third
countries subsequently obtain the major benefit from it and imports of the product
concerned increase to such an extent as to threaten serious injury to domestic
producers. A concession on handkerchiefs to Switzerland was modified pursuant
to such a provision,

A third example is the provision, included in most of the agrcements signed
since 1940, providing for consultation with the foreign government should any
cirocumstance arise which is considered to prejudice domestie industry or commerce,
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If the two governments do not arxjve at a mutually satisfactory adjustment, the
agreement may be terminated, either entirely or in part, on short notice.

Still another provision found generally in trade agreements permits the imposi-
tion, after consultation with the other government, of quotas on the importation
or sale of products on which concessions have been granted, in conjunction with
governmental measurcs operating to regulate the production, market supply,
quality or price of like domestic products, or tending to increase the labor costs of
produsction of the like domestic products or to maintain the exchange value of the
currency of the country. Among other things, this covers the possibilitg' of import
quotas under section 22 of our Agricultural Ad}'ustment Aoct, as amended.

Finally, attention is dircoted to the broad safeguarding provisions found in the
trade agceement recently signed with Mexico. In article X1 of this agreement
(a copy of which is attached) specifioc provision is made reserving to this Govern-
ment (and reciprocally, of course, to the Mexican Government) freedom to take
remedial action, after consultation with the other government, with regard to any
concession granted in the agreement, in the event that unforeseen developments
in the future prove such action to be necessary to protcet domestic produrers
from injury through excessive imports resulting from the concession. 1n one ca .,
the concession might be withdrawn entirely. In another, the reduced rate of duty
might be made to apply to a limited quantity of imports. In thesc and other
possible wazs. the President of the United States could take prompt and effective
action, While it will be observed that i this, as in the case of other safeguarding
provisions, there is an obligation to consult with the foreign government before
action may be taken, this does not mean that agreement must be reached on the
action proposed, In some cases, consultation might result in a solution which
would make the proposed action unnecessary. In other cases, if the other govern-
ment should consider the proposed action objectionable, the action could neverthe-
less be taken and the other government would then be free to terminate the
agreement in whole or in part.

The foregoing are some of the more usual provisions to be found in our trade
agreements and illustrate the care which has been taken in their negotiation to
provide safeguards in the event that unusual or special developments make
adjustment desirable after a trade agreement has been entered into. As the
Becretary of State has said, most of these safeguarding provisions are in accord-
ance with the general policy of the trade-sgreements program of providing
flexibility in order to protect the inter sis of domestic producers whenever neces-
sary. In this connection the Secretary has pointed out that—

‘“the operation of the trade agreements is given constant and careful supervision
in order that remedial actidbn may be taken whenever it appears that the pro-
ducers of any product might be materially injured.”

RESERVATIONS

In addition to provisions permitting the modification of concessions in trade
agreements, there are provisions which exempt entirely from the operation of the
agreements certain governmental measures with regard to which it is customary
to retain freedom of action, Such measures exempted from trade agreements
are: Those imposed on moral or humanitarian grounds; sanitary laws and regula-
tions; measures relating to prison-made goods or to the enforcement of police
or revenue laws; contro] over foreign trade in gold, silver, arms, ammunition and
implements of war, and neutrality laws and regulations. It is of course under-
stood that the provisions of none of the trade agreements would prevent the
adoption or enforcement of measures imgosed for the protection of the country’s
essentinl interests in time of war. While express language to this effect has
been included in several of the more recent agreements, this understanding is
implieit in all our agreements,

SUMMARY

In summary, it may be stated that adequate provision is afforded under the
trade-agreements program to safeguard the interests of the Nation as a whole,
and also legitimate private interests, against material injury. The actual record
of the agreements so far concluded; the character of the interdepartmental or-
g;anization which administers the Trade Agreements Act; the manner in which
nformation is sought from all sources and provision made for receiving the views
of interested persons both before and after agreements are concluded; and,
finally, the actual limitations and safeguards grovidcd in the agreements them-
selves in respect of existing situations and possible future developments—all these

.
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show the care and caution which have been taken to provide assurances that no
substantial American interest will be materially injured, and that remedial ac-
tion o?n be taken in the future whenever circumstances may demonstrate its
necossity.

ARTICLB XI

(Trade agreement betwéen the United States of America and the United Mexican
States, signed December 23, 1942)

1. If, as a result of unforeseen developments and of the concession granted on
any article enumerated and described in the schedules annexed to this agreement,
such article is being imported in such increased quantities and under such condi-
tions as to cause or threaten serious injury to domestic producers of like or similar
articles, the Government of either country shall be free to withdraw the concession,
in whole or in part, or to modify it to the extent and for such time as may be
necessary to prevent such injury. Accordingly, if the President of the United
States of America finds as a fact that imports of any article enumerated and
described in schedule II or schedule III are entering the United States of America
under the circumstances specified in the preceding sentence, he shall determine
whether the withdrawal, in whole or in part, of the concession with regard to the
article, or any modification of the conecession, by the imposition of quantitative
regulations or otherwise, is necessary to prevent such injury, and he shali, if he
finde that the public interest will be served thereby, proclaim such finding and
determination, and on and after the effective date specified in such proclamation,
and so long as such proclamation remains in effect, Imports of the article into the
Unite 1 States of America shall be subject to the customs treatment so determined
to be necessary to prevemt such injury, Similarly, if the Government of the
United Mexican States finds as a fact that any article enumerated and described
In sehedule I is being imported into the United Mexican States under the circum-~
stances specified, it may, if it finds that the public interest will be served thereby,
withdraw in whole or in part the concession with regard to the article, or modify
the concession by the imposition of guantitative regulations or otherwise, to the
extent and for such time as may be necessary to prevent such injury,

2. Before the Government of either country shall withdraw or modify a con-
cession pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, it shall give notice
in writing to the Government of the other country as far in advance as may be
practicable and shall afford such other Government an opportunity to consult
with it in res(i)ect of the proposed action; and if agreement with respeet thereto
is not reached the Government which proposes to take such action shall, never-
theless, be free to do so and the other Government shall be free within thirty days
after such action is taken to terminate this agreement in whole or in part on 30
days’ written notice. *

Senator TArr. You referred to the flexible tariffs as a precedent
for this, and personally I am in favor of the flexible tariffs, and I doubt
somewhat the wisdom of this business of submitting it to Congress,
but there is this big difference between the flexible tariffs and trade
treaties, and that is the flexible tariff could be changed by the President
at any time, whercas these trade treaties would bind us not to make a
change for 3 1}_iears from the time the treaty becomes cffective.

Secretary Hurr, Senator, you must recall what an awful incubus
that was on all of us, in our efforts to carry out a flexible provision
surrounded with the limitations it had. You remember in the first
8 years there were over 30-odd changes made, and that included such
things as bobwhite quail and paint brushes, Whenever we got to
something real everybody was pestered to death, everybody was
harassed and annoyed from one end of the Capitol to the other for a
year. I am not going to say what happened to it, I will let you recall
that yourself. ) . .

Senator Tarr. Yes; but the flexible-tariff provision, of course, was
administered by the "ariff Commission with various restrictions on
cost of production, and so forth. My suggestion is when Congress
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committed itself to that policy, which you cited as a precedent here,
we reserved the right to change those tariffs back whenever we wished,
whenever the President wished, or the Tariff Commission, whereas
this agreement ties us up at a crucial time, when we face tremendous
changes, for 3 years, 2 ycars from now plus 3 years more, that our
hands are completely tied. It seems to me there ought to be some
way in which those treaties could be determinated or made terminable
after the war, or from the end of the war. During the war it does
not make very much difference.

Senator ConnNaLLy. Senator, ma,ly I ask a question on that?

The Cuamrman. Senator Connally.

Senator Connarny. Under the act, if you desired, you could make
a treaty for less than 3 years?

Secretary Huun. Yes. It says it shall not exceed 3 years.

Senator ConnaLLy. Yes.

Senator Tarr. You have never done it, though. Every treaty
goes for 3 years thereafter until terminated.

Secretary HuLr, No. A number of the agreecments have had
shorter initiel periods. 1 would like to get your attention to this
really major {;huse of the matter, Scnator, that {ou brought up last,
and that is the oi;eration of the so-called flexible provisions. Now,
you understand those provisions were related to nothing more than
to just raising the rate, whereas this trade-agreements program recog-
nizes the complete network of chaos brought about by trade restric-
tions and discriminations all over the world. There is a saving clause
in this whole policy, and nobody living has yet suggested any other,
Senator Taft.

Senator Tarr. I am not criticizing that 3-year provision in these
times. I am just suggesting that the situation after this war is going
to be so disrupted that we ought not to tic our hands for 3 years from
the oend of the war on tariff questions, in working out this generally
cooperative agreement with the other nations. )

Secretary HuLL, We ought not go to the end of the war blindfolded;
so far as this whole chaotic situation of war conditions is concerned,
we ought to have the help of this sort of organization to pave the way
to attack those problems, in my judgment.

Senator ConnaLLy. Mr. Secretary, may I ask you one further
question?

Secretary Hurn, Yes, .

Senator Connarvy, Had you finished, Senator? Have you any
further questions?

Senator Tarr. Go ahead.

Senator ConnarLy. You say nearly all the great nations have
already made these agreements, and that we have about 30 of them.
If you should, under this continued authority, make agreements with
the others, the ones that you have not already raade, would not it
necessarily more or less have to be on the same general plan that you
have made them with the other nations? )

Secretary Hurr. It would sim;})lly be extending the operation.

Senator ConnaLLy. That is what I mean. You would not throw
in a new process altogether?

Secretary HurL, No, , . .

Senator ConnaLLy. You would coordinate them, as it were, with
the existing plans with other nations?
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Secretary Hurr., Yes.

Senator ConnaLry. So we would not need to look to anything very
revolutionary about any future treaty you make?

Secretary HuLL. The best assurance of that is the 9 years’ opera-
tion of the act. It has worked effectively in apgroaehing this trade-
obstruction situation. It is approaching the other nations not with
a threat, as many laws do, but with a friendly plea to sit down and
agree to a mutually profitable trading arrangement which would auto-
matically extend itself over the world by degrees while it was breaking
down the excesses in the restrictions and discriminations.

Senator Lucag. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question?

The CuAIRMAN. Senator Lucas.

Senator Lucas. Mr, Secretary, what is the oldest trade agreement
that exists under the Foreign Trade Act at the present time? :

Secretary Hurr., You mean under this present act?

Senator Lucas. Yes.

Secretary Hurr, The first one was with Cuba. A little later we
made one with Canada. I have it somewhere here.

Senator Lucas. About what ycar was that?

Secretary HuLr, 1935, as I rememberit. That is subject to correc-
tion.

Senator Lucas. Yes. Well, assuming that is true, we have this
trade agreement just now with Canada and it has been in existence
since 1935. Now, as I understand it, that contract can be terminated
at any time, by giving, through the executive branch of the Govern-
ment, 6 months’ notice,

Secretary HuLr, Yes, sir; by either Government.

Senator Lucas. Orit can be terminated by Congress.

Secretary Hurn. By Congress, any time it cares to pass an act,

Senator Lucas. Now, how does this Resolution 111 affect that
agreement? That is, supposing we pass this resolution, does that
mean you could not terminate that agreement in 3 years?

" Secretary Hurr. You mean the Canadian agreement?

Senator Lucas. Yes. .

Secrctary Hurr. That can be terminated at any time upon 6 months
notice after the first 3 years of operation, which have now expired even
as regards the present agreement.

Senator Tarr. Three years from now he can make a new agreement
with Canada which cannot be terminated for 3 years. That is the
power under this act that he has.

Secretary Hurr. That extends over the pressing war conditions,
under the protection of Congress.

Senator Lucas. Do I understand under this act you could make
any agreement with any of the 16 nations, where you had the trade
agreements before the war?

Secretary HurL. Yes, sir; but this would undoubtedly be done only
to a partial extent, depending on the conditions and circumstances.

Senator Lucas. Or you could continue with the present trade agree-
ments, if you so wanted to, under this act?

Secretary HuLrL, Yes. -

Senator Lucas. And if you did continue under the present trade
agreement, then each and every one of them, regardiess of the 3-year
period, could be terminated on 6 months’ notice?

Secretary HuLr., Precisely, except for a few of the raore recent ones.
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Senator Lucas. One other question. Have we any trade agree-
ments with any of the countries in north Africa?

Secretary Hurr. We have one now. The trade agreement with
France covers Algeria and Tunis,

Senator Lucas. Did we have any trade agreements with any of,
those countries that are now actually in the war?

Secretary Hurr., Oh, yes; a number of those countries had trade
agreements with us.

Senator Liucas. What is the status of those?

Secretary Hurn. Of course, trade is at present largely governed by
war conditions rather than tariffs and normal peacetime agreements.

Senator Liucag. These governments over there in north Africa are
constantly changing hands at the present time. I am wondering
what will be the status of those trade agreements after the hostilities
ceaso.

Sceretary Hurn. In the first place, as you say they are going through
evolutions, and we are not undertaking to make any reguTar trade
agreement with them, especially since France is really under the
immediate domination of Germany.

Senator Lucas. [ presume those trade agreements will just stand
in suspension until a stable government comes along after the war
with which you can deal.

Secretary Hurn, Yes,

The CuairMaN, Are there any other questions, gentlemen, of the
Secretary? -

If not, Mr. Secretary, we thank you very much for your appearance.

Secretary Hurn. I want to express my appreciation here, because
the Lord knows I run into enough complacency on the outside, or
failure to realize the magnitude and difficulties and dangers of what is
ahead of us in our respective functions., I am greatly stimulated to
see that serious recognition by each one of you.

The CuairmaN., We thank you very much for your aid and assist-
ance to the committee.

Dr. Sayre, perhaps the committee will want to ask you some ques-
tions, or do you have a general statement?

Mr. Sayre. [ have a very short general statement, if I might make
it, sir,

The CuatrmMaN, We will hoar you at 2:30. Come back then.

(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m:, the committee recessed to 2:30 p. m.
of the same day.) '

AFTERNOON BESSION

(Pursuant to the adjournment for the noon recess, the hearing was
resumed at 2:30 p. m.)
The CuarrmMan. You may go ahead, Doctor.

STATEMENT OF FRANCIS B. SAYRE, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
SECRETARY OF STATE .

Mr. Savyee. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee: The
issue which the present resolution presents involves much more,
against the background of 1943, than did the narrow and often sterile
tariff debates of the past.

This country is engaged for the second time within 25 years in a
devastating world war.  There is acute nced, therefore, for the most
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searching reexamination of every policy of Government which affects
or may affect either the conduct of the war or the prospect for estab-
lishing a secure peace thereafter. The course which we set for our-
selves in the field of international commerce may affect both. The
country is entitled therefore to the best nonpartisan wisdom that can
be brought to bear on the crucial problem of establishing sound
policies and effective procedures in that field. No narrower view is
consonant with our responsibility to the people of this Nation.

When this war ends the United States will face two paramount
problems:

(1) How to make a secure and fruitful peace;

(2) How to ensure, without undue interference with our free insti-
tutions, that every American who is willing and able to work shall
have a fair chance to earn a decent living.

The first problem is obviously mternational, since war is an inter-
national affair. The second 1s only slightly less so. The United
States is a great trading mnation, and cannot expect to be prosperous
m g world in which its customers and sources of supply are bankrupt.
Collaboration with other nations on both problems is therefore a
sensible, if not indeed an indispensable, procedure.

Fortunately, our own fundamental objectives in this field and
those of other countries are the same. We have common foundations
upon which to build. All men desire security; all desire plenty; and
few who have had a taste of individual liberty desire to give it up.

The two problems—peace and jobs—security and economic free-
dom—are closcly related. Wise international trade policies are part
of the underlying solutions of both.

So far as the problem of unemyloyment is concerned, certain facts
are obvious. If men returning from the battlefront and those en-
gaged in war industry are to find productive jobs in private industry
after the war, we must move in the direction of enlarged market
opportunities in the post-war world. As long as people live on this
earth of differing climates and varied natural resources and diversified
physical conditions, men will want to exthange the products of one
aren, for those of another. People living in the great agricultural
and food producing areas will want to exchange their food and raw
materials with those living in industrial areas Froducing factory
goods, and vice versa. Manifestly, the number of jobs available in
each group will depend directly upon the extent to which it can sell or
exchange its products with those of other groups. By doubling its
sales each group doubles its employment and doubles its Eurche,sing

ower. Employment is measured by trade. Clearly, the way to
mereased employment is in the direction of opening up the channels
of trade. This must be done gradually and selectively, so that no
one will be inundated or injured in the process. I know of no other
practicable way, except-the questionable one of large and continuing
direct expenditures by Government, which offers any reasonable hope
of a solution of the ﬁost--war unempfoyment problem.

With regard to the second problem, peace, it is equally clear that
industrial nations under twentieth century conditions, to maintain
their standards of living, must maintain access to necessary raw
materials and necessary markets. If they are denicd access to these
they will feel forced to fight. If trade barriers erected along national
frontiers bar them from raw materials and markets they need for the
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maintonance of their populations, they will fight to destroy those
frontiers. Lowered trade barriers and freedom from trade discrimi-
nations are essential parts of the only foundations upon which lasting
peace can be built,

Within the confines of a brief statement it ig impossible to trace
the direct and indirect relationships between economic maladjust-
. ments.and war; but there is no informed and responsible person who

denies that the relationship exists,

The trade-agreements program cannot right all the cconomie
maladjustments of this country or the world, nor can any other
single program, but it does embody a method which experience
has shown to be practicable and highly successful for increasing
trade through international cooperation. = It is justly regarded in this
country and abroad as one of the few existing working programs
based upon international cooperation in important economic matters
which has met with outstanding and striking success. I cannot believe
that the Congress will decide to reject or cripple such a program at the
very time when the fate of this Nation and of all free peoples hinges
on the determination and ability of the United Nations to work
effoctively together in the winning of the war and in the winning

. of the peace.

There can be no real question today that the policy of economic
cooperation. is essential, is a nocessity, if wo are to survive. There
can be no question that in the commercial ficld the trade-agreements
program is the expression and embodiment of that policy. The only
real issue before you is one of method. Does the bill now under
consideration offer a method which is practicable for achieving the
desired result?

Upon this issue only one thing need be said. The experience of the
past ¢ years shows that the present method is workable; the experience
of the past under other procedures proves them to be unworkable.
We understand this and we must realize that other nations also
understand it. Of all times this is surely not the occasion to make
changes simply for the sake of change. To make untested changes
now will result in the creation of doubts in the minds of our allies
and friends-—doubts which, however unfounded, we cannot afford.
Berlin’s radio propaganda has already manifested Germany’s interest
in the matter.

- The program has worked uncommonly well. It has been tried in
the fire of experience. It has produced results. 1t has brought to
America increased trade and increased employment, without working
injury to any branch of American agriculture or American industry,

The facts concerning the act, its administration, the agreements
entered into under it, the tangiblo and intangible results of those
agreements, and the prospects for the future as far as it can be fore-
seen, are fully and well stated in the report of the House Committee
on Ways and Means, which I assume is available to this committee.
I shall not take the time of the Finance Committee to summarize
what is there so carefully set down. Of course I am available to the
committee to furnish any information in my power desired by the
committee on any matter connected with the program.

One of the most impressive Earts of the House committee’s report
is that which describes the all but unanimous support which the lon
hearings in the House developed. . Americans from every section o
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the country, from both of the great parties and from every walk of
life, support the present measure. Republicans and Democrats,
manufacturers and labor unions, chambers of commerce and farm
associations, tho press in every section of the country, 1,500 profes-
sional economists, disinterested public-interest groups of every sort,
urge favorable action. I know of no recent governmental measure or
proll)]osal unless it be lend-lease or le§islati0n for the direct prosecution
of the war, which has received such nearly unanimous and positive
support. That support is based on the profound reelization, as I
have been suggesting, that practical international cooperation is the
best hope for the futurc that we have, and that this act is a neces-
Sal"%’ part of it. . . :

he House committee summed up its conclusions in words which
state my views, and which I ask permission, Mr. Chairman, to
adopt:

On the basis of the foregoing, and of the other testimony offered before it, and
of its own consideration, the committee has concluded that—

First. It is desirable to continue in existence this tested and sound instrument
of international cooperation, in the interest both of unity in the war effort, of a
seoure peace hereafter, and of American prosperity.

Second. It is desirable to make the vote as large and as bipartisan as possible,
in order that our sllies and the citizens of the United States may be assured that
international cooperation in post-war reconstruetion is not a party matter.

Third. It is desirable that the extension be in the form and for the term that
has formerly been used, in order that no unnecessary doubts may be created.

The committee therefore recommends that the bill which the committee has
reported pass without further amendment, and it bespeaks bipartisan support
for this proposal,

The CuAIrMAN. Are there any questions, gentlemen?

Senator VANDENBERG. Dr. Sayre, I wou]d%ike to ask for one statis-
tic, if it is available. Can you tell me how many tariffs have been
reduced under the Trade Agreements Act?

Mr. Sayre. I speak subject to correction. I think it is in the
neighborhood of over 1,000. I believe a member of the Tariff Com-
mission is here who can tell you. .

Senator VanpenBerG, That is near enough.

Mr. Sayre. It is 1,180, I think. )

Senator Tarr. According to this House hearing, it is 1,180.

Senator Vanpenserd, Can you tell me how many have been in-
creased?

Mr. Sayee. You mean the number of our American tariff items
which have been increased under the trade-agreements program?

Senator VanpenBerG. Yes, -

Mr, Sayre. None that I know of. The reason, of course, is very
manifest. This whole proposal, as you know, is on¢ of bargaining
with foreign countries. W[I,mt we are trying to do is to protect the
American export trade by reducing foreign trade barriers in return for
reducing ours. 1 think the proper number to compare with that
1,180 is, so far as it is comparable, the number of foreign trade barriers
reduced in exchange for our reductions.

Scnator VaNpeNBERG. I assume it would be fully as large.

Mr. Sayrz., Very much larger.

Senator VANpENBERG. That is a point I am not interested in.

Mr. Sayre. Very much larger.

Senator VanpenBERG. That involves exclusively the question of
encouraging export trade.
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Mr. Sayre. Protecting and encouraging export trade.

. Senator VanDENBERG. I understood that an equally definite func-
tion of the trade agreement was to protect the domestic economy
wherever it might be threatened by foreign trade methods. Is not
that true?

Mr. Sayru. I go back to the language of the act, Senator. A
part of the Trade Agreements Act itself says:
S(;BI:‘;_‘or the purpose of expanding foreign markets for the products of the United
153
then skipping some language—
:)Vyi/uregulating the admission of foreign goods into the United States in accordance
s

so forth and so on. I think the objective purpose, if 1 understand
your question correctly, sir, is to expand and protect the foreign
commerce of the United States so as to expand our markets and thus
increase our domestic production.,

Senator VANDENBERG. So you exclude from your definition of the
function of the Trade Agreements Act the protection of the domestic
economic welfare of our country against external threats of foreign
competition, or dumping, or anything of that sort?

r. SaYre. I do not,sir. I think if one goes on resding from the

preamble of the act which I was quoting from, you see the language—
as a means of assisting in the present emergency in restoring the American stangs
ard of living, in overcoming domestic unemployment and the present economie
depression, in increasing the purchasing power of the American public, and in
establishing and maintaining a better relationship among various branches of
American agriculture, industry, mining, and commerce—
and so forth. Now, if I may explain just what I mean, sir, in answer
to your question—-—
. Senator Vanpunssra. Before you do that, inasmuch as you have
just read the quotation, let me ask you if it is your conception that
the protection of the American standard of living might never in any
circumstances require an increased tariff?

Mr. Sayre, It might. May I just answer, in reply to your
question?

Senator VANDENBERG, Yes. .

Mr. Sayre. Those administering the Trade Agreements Act have
never conceived it as a 50 percent free-trade policy, if I may use that
word. That is, you remember the act itself says the tariffs may be
reduced to a 50-percent level. Never have those administering the
Trade Agreements Act conceived that their job was to get all pro-
tective tariffs down to a 50-percent level, thoy have instead adminis-
tered the act in a selective way. Their main concern has been to
benefit American domestic production, American domestic manufac-
turers and agriculture, so that they have been most meticulous in
finding ways and means by which excessive tariff rates could be lopped
off moderately, but in such ways as not to injure American industry
or production which might be in competition with foreign importa-

tion.
I think that the proof of the pudding is in the eating. I think our
9 years’ experience has shown that no branch of American production
or industry has been injured by lopping off those excesses, =
. Senator VanpensERG, I am not prepared to argue that with you,
Doctor. I do not care to bring up any figures on the subject.
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Mr, Sayre. No; but I am simply trying to answer the question
that you ask, as to whether we have abandoned the thought of pro-
tecting the American producers. We have not for one moment.
The interests of the American producers are at the very forefront,
and I think the whole conception in the minds of those administerin,

- the Trade Agreements Act is only to lop off the excesses, the tops o
tariff walls in such places as those which are not economically justi-
- fied, where they do more than protect, where they are unnecessary
for the good of American producers, and yet where the lopping of
them off can be exchanged for advantages in reducing foreign bar-
riers against American export %%gdg,jn #,way which will prove of ma-
terial advantage and bepefit"to American ‘domestic producers. So
that our whole concgption is to help and proriote the interests of
American domestic.producers.

Senator VANQ»%BERG. Yes; but we.are constantly told, and the
point is stressed, that before gny of thes¢ agreements are made there
is a Yery scruptilous consuliation of Axperican industry to see what the
effect of exigting tariffganid projpectivp rcig;mﬁons are upon American
industrg and the usuai&hmso,jthg,A,ym@n’ an standard of living.

Mr. Savgie. Yes. e T RO

Senator-Vanpensera. That i supposed to bé patt of the process?

Mr. Sa¥re. Yes. Iy i

Senatop VANDENSYRG. Yot 18n’t it somei;hi’x;g more than a ¢oinci-
dence tha in 9 years’ study bf theiproteotion of the mecessities of the -
Americanstandard f living and in 9 yeara' consultation on the welfare
of tlflfe gomestic econmy, thntthe scqgﬁ is 1,180, to 0 in favor of reduced
tarifis? L

Mr. Savre. 1 say b6 score is 1;180 to 5,000 or 6,000 foreigh tariffs
reduced in mgturn for ours. I thinkit is perfectly.obvious, Senator,
that the trage-agreements, prdgram’is not a program baged upon
raising or lowﬁp%n‘ng tariffspat, is o pl&mm baged on bargaining with
foreign powers ifsprder to get fordgn barriers reduced against American
export trade. Ir%@[ar as that is true, and that is the nature of the
trade-agreements prégram, you are not going to get foreign nations
bargaining to increase . icen tariffs. It ig #'bargaining program.

Senator VANDENBERG, &mg{wu have one of these clinics on a
given industry, let us say the ‘industry, where you thought
there might be an advantageous reduction of the tariff, and for the
sake of the argument let us say you attempted to discover—it may be
a violent assumption, but let us say you attempted to discover and
you did discover that this was actually a distress industry and it
ought to have more protection if it is to withstand the impact of foreign
competition—what would you do about it? :

r. SaYrE. I would go to Congress and ask Congress to increase
the tariff for that industry. Certainly, I would not go to the foreign
nation and ask the foreiin_ nation to increase the tariff and bargainto
increase. I do not think it is for the foreign nation to say; I thinkit
is for the Congress fo say.

Senator VaNpENBERG. You would not undertake to revise the
trade-agreement figure upward at that point?

. Saynp. I would not bargain with the foreign nation to do that.
I think that is something for Congress to do. ‘

Senator VanpeNdere. You would come to Congress because you
recognize the fundamental responsibility of Congress for tariffs in
that situation?
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Mr. Sayre. I would. .

Senator Wavrsw. Has that been done in any instances, Dr. Sayre?

Senator VanpuNBERG. No.

Mr. Savre, You are asking whether the Secretary of State has
gone to Congress and asked for some increased tariff?

Senator Warst. Where he has found some distressed industry and
asked for an increased tariff.

Senator VANDENBERG. I cannot imagine any such thing.

Mr. Savyre. I have not heard of any case such as that, Senator.
What would actually happen, the industry itself would go right to
the Congress.  Now, we have, of course, restricted imports of certain
commodities by quantitative restrictions in some trade agreements,

Senator WarsH. If I remember correctly—I am not saying this in
criticism——

Mr. SAYRE. Yes.

Senator Warsa. The State Department has requested this com-
mittee to refrain from making any changes in the tariffs.

Mr. Sayre, The State Department itself believes wholeheartedly
that it is in the interest of the United States, as it is in the interest
of all nations, to pull down unjustifiable and excessive trade barriers.
It is convinced that the existence of these trade barriers is against
our own self-interest and makes for ultimate war, and for that reason
the State Department is strongly against the erection of unnecessary
trade barriers. If I may just complete this, in answering the question
that the Senator put to me, a case of where there was an industry
which I was convinced needed increased protection, I am answering
that suppositious case. :

Senator VaxpenNsera. I want to pursue this a little further, to be
sure I understand. You say that if a situation developed, where for
the sake of argument we agree there should be increased protection
upon some commodity, that situation is for Congress to remedy?

Mr. Savre. I should say so, sir.

Senator Vanprnppre, Now, a trade agreement is made for 3
years and then it runs forever except as the President may conclude
to call it off. Is there any point in the entire process where Congress
is permitted to cxpress its views in respect to the tariff? Suppose
Congress thinks that one of these commodities that is involved in
your trade agreement is the commodity which honestly and legiti-
mately requires additional protection, under what part of this trade
agreement, Dr. Sayre, is Congress entitled to speak on the subject,
and how would you expect Congress to speak?

Mr. Sayre. If I understand you correctly, Senator, you put the

uestion of a commodity which is covered by a trade agreement; is
that right?

Senator VanpeENBERG, That is right.

Mr. Savre. And which is bound, we agree, for a certain time to
kegp the tariff rate on that commodity fixed?

enator VANDENBERG, Yes.

Mr. Sayre. For the life of the agreement, and most of these
agreements, of course, can now be terminated within 6 months,

Senator VANDENBERG. That is at present they cannot be terminated
by us oxcept as we butt in. .

Mr. Savre. When you say “butt in,” sir, I do not quite under-
stand what you mean. ’ ,
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Senator VaANpENBERG, Except 'as we violate the moral obligation
when you notif%r the foreign countries to depend on this act.

Mr. Sayre. For instance, a trade agreement which has run its
3-year course and which can be denounced on a 6 months’ notice,
then I believe the President would pay very great attention to an
act of Congress requesting that that trade agreement be denounced
within 6 months.

Senator VANDENBERG. I do not think that anybody can complain
about your answer. I think that is a fair answer, and I think that
is a square answer, I think it is a logical and practical answer, but if
that is to be the Frocess which is recognized as appropriate and legiti-
mate, why should not the Trade Agreements Act say categorically
that these agreements are revocable, not revoked but revocable, by
a joint resolution of Congress?

Mr. Sayre. You mean after the 6 months’ notice?

Senator VaANpENBERG. After the 6 months, after the cessation of
the war, and simply stating in terms the frecise thing that you say
it would be appropriate for us to do, and I do not think it would be
alppropriate for us to do, except as we give ourselves the license in
the language of the act itself.

Mr. Sayre. That is, if I understand you correctly, you are return-
ing to the question you asked Secretary Hull this morning.

Senator Vanpensera. That is right. I cannot sce any legitimate
objection to it, even from your point of view and your theory.

r. SAvYre., Of course, 1t is the answer of the Sceretary of State
which is the official answer. You are asking for my own personal
reaction?

Senator VANDENBERG. That is right.

Mr, Sayre. Which is in no sense official, the Seccretary of State
having alrcady answered that question. My own personal reaction
would be this, if I correctly understood your question this morning:
It would not add by one iota to the power which Congress already
possesses of passing such a resolution after the trade agreement has
run its course. It would not add by one iota to the power of Congress,
It would not, thercfore, help the local situation one bit. I think it
could do considerable psychological harm. It could do psychological
harm in notifying foreign nations that the agreements which are
entered into between the United States and them are being perhaps
looked at askance by Members of Congress and that there 1s not the
same assurance of firm ground for continuing the program and the
nondiseriminatory treatment which is required under these trade
agreements. I think, in other words, that you would shake the con-
fidence of all nations in the continuance of the nondiscriminatory and
fair-play commercial troatment which has been inaugurated by the
United States by this trade-agreements program, and which we hope
will be part of the underpinning of the peace to come.

Senator VANDENBERG. In other words, you are saying we will scare
our inter-Allied partners by the assertion of the constitutional right
which you proclaim that we possess?

Mr. Sayre. I think it would accomplish absolutely nothing in con-
ferring additional powers on Congress, and its psychological effect
would be rather unfortunate.

Senator VANpENBERG, What is the psychological effeet, Dr. Sayre,
on the other hand, of notifying foreign nations to believe that trade
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agreements are continuous except as the President alone may desire to
remit, when that is not the constitutional fact? Is that the way to
treat our good ncighbors?

My, Sayre. I think our good neighbors understand that these trade
agreements are part of a foundation of economic cooperation and non-
discrimination; that the United States is secking to lead the way with
other nations in building up this underpinning for economie peace and
security following the war. You see, the trade agreements cerry with
them more than simply tariff cuts or reductions in trade barriers on
cach side; the trade agreements carry what to my mind is of equal if
not greater importance, the promise and assurance that there will not
be discrimination of one country’s goods against the goods of the
other. That agrecment, that promise to treat on the basis of absolute
equality and noudiscrimination, it scems to me is an inescapable and
absolutely nccessary foundation which nations must lay if they are
going to build any peace that has a chance of lasting.

Senator VAnDENBERG. I am with you. I am going to join you in
asserting there has got to be no discrumination in the harmony of our
relationship with the foreign countrics. In the face of an American
statute, in the face of the constitutional rights of the Congress of the
United States, is not one antidiscrimination factor just as important
as the other?

Mzr. Sayre, But there is no digerimination, sir, against the Congress
of the United States. I think it is recognized that the conduct of
foreign relations lies within the realm of the President, and when he
makes treaties he submits treaties to the Senate for confirmation.

Senator VANDENBERG. You do not contend that the right to make
the tariff is within the recognized rights of the Executive?

Mr, Sayre. No. I am talking about agreements, international
agreements. Remember this Trade Agreements Act is a bargain
made with another country, partly to reduce these tariffs and trade
barriers, but also g promise exchanged on each side not to diseriminate
against the commerce of the other. That is this equalily of treatment
that, to my mind, is of such crucial importance in building up fair
trade relationships and in increasing employment in all the countries.
Now, that being true, I think there is no discrimination, to use your
word, against Congress in saying that the President is the one that
conducts these foreign relationships, subject to the rights of the Scnate
in its treaty-making power, of course.

Senator VanpeNBERG. Where is that right apparent in this process?

Mr. Sayrz, I do not understand what you mean, sir?

Scnator VanounBERe., You said this Presidential power is subject
to the right of the Senate to ratify treaties.

Mr. Savre. Yes.

Senator VANDENBERG, Where does that right enter into this con-
templation?

1. SaYRE, Of course, I need not point out to as astute a lawyer
as you that there are two methods for making an international
agreement.

Scenator VANDENBERG. I am not a lawyer, Doctor, and you will
have to pass that ‘‘condemnation’’ by.

Mr. Sayre. You have a knowledge of the law, sir, which is second
to few. There are two well-recognized methods for making inter-
national agrecments, at least two: One by the treaty-making power,
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and another by what are known as exccutive agrecments. These are
exccutive agrecments, and the Supreme Court has, as you know,
recognized sgain and again the validity and constitutionaht{) of exec-
utive agrecments. Now, the treaty-making power would be a per-
fectly proper way 1o go about this if it were practicable, if it were
workable.

Senator VanpensERG. Now, Dr. Sayre, if T am willing to forego,
certainly for the duration, any sharp interruption in your 'Igmde Agree-
ments Act—and 1 should detour long enough to say I am opposed to
the interruption of any interallied relationships needlessly while we
are in this military partnership—if I am willing, let us say, at least
for the time being, to withdraw my traditional opposition to the
Trade Agreements Act, and if I am willing even to put on ice my
other deep constitutional conviction that under the Constitution the
Senate ought to be permitted to ratify these irade agreements, if I
am willing to do all that in cooperation with this war effort, I do not
quite see the reasonableness in any refusal on your part to permit me
to simply say in this law that Congress has the ultimate right of
revocability, which you assert it does have, and which you say the
spelling out of the powet in the law would not add at all to the power
of Congress in connection with it. I fail to understand why you resist
at that point the assertion of a fact.

Mr. Savre. Because, as I said before, sir, I think it would give an
unfortunate psychological effeet to foreign countries in the program
which it is to our vital interest to construet and build and inspire
confidence in.,

Scnator VANDENBERG. I think we have perpetrated a great in-
justice on foreign countries if you allow me to say so, Dr. Sayre, sir,
when 25 years ago we permitted them to be misled, regarding the
constitutioral nature of our checks and balances, and this is not a
government that is run permanently by exccutive decree and that
there is a congressional authority which occasionally can be executed.

er. Sayre, I think the foreign nations realize the existence of
that, sir.

Senator VANDENBERG. Then, I do not think we would scare them
very much if we said so now, do you?

Mr. Sayre. I think the amendment which you propose would
be unfortunate for the reason which I suggested, sir. .

Senalor Vanpensera, All right; T guess we cannot get anywhere
with that.

The Crammman. Why is not this a complete answer {0 the whole
thing: The Congress is simply giving the President power to do certain
things with respeet to the tariff. 'Flm language in the act itself does
not say that the notice which may terminate the agreement after it
has been in operation for 3 years shall be given by the President.
Perhaps the plain inference is that he is the only proper person to
give any notice to a forcign nation, but the language, “and, if not
then terminated, shall be subject to termination thereafter upon not
more than 6 months’ notice.” It does not say, “by the President”;
it docs not say, “by the Congress”; it does not say by anybody else.
Does not that mean that you could write language in here reassettin%
or reconfirming the power of Congress over and over and over again

Senator VanprNpera. Before Dr. Sayre answers, I want to remind
the able Scnator that Mr. Secretary Hull gave his categorical defini~
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tion this morning, that that is a power of notice resident exclusively
in the Executive,

The Cuamman. Well, of course, the Executive is the only official
organ through which the Government can carry on any kind of trans-
action with a foreign nation, That is so under the Constitution, but
this act here does not prevent action by the Congress if the Congress
wanted to take it.

Mr. Sayre. Shall I answer, Senator?

The CuAarmMaNn, Yes.

Dr. Sayrr. T think that is correct, sir. I would point out the
language which is inserted in the trade agreements themselves.
hi he CuaIrRMAN. Before you do that, Doctor, let me ask you

jg——

Senator Tarr (interposing). Why is that? I question the other
thing. 1donot think this can be terminated by the action of Congress,
I dispute the whole basis of that. Why should it be? That is what
I do not quite understand.

The CuamrmMan. Why could not the Congress terminate it?

It could repeal the act?

Senator Tarr. It could repeal the act, but it might not want to
repeal thoe act,

The Cuairman. Why could not that terminate the agrecment?

Senator Tarr. Because there is a treaty made with a foreign nation.
How could the Congress communicate with the foreign nation at all?

The CuammaN, The communication would have to come through
the President, of course—that is the only thing about it—but there
isn’t any doubt there could be no moral obloquy attaching to the
Congress if, in any one of these agreements, after a 3 years’ term, the
Congress itself said that this agrecment should no longer be in exist-
ence, It would be the duty of the President, of course, to communi~
cate that action of the Clongress to the foreign countr{.

Mr. Savre. Might I comment on Senator Talt’s observation?

The Cramman. Yes, sir; I do not want to divert you, but I want
to get to another part of the act.

Mr. Sayre. Just let mo say, in reply to you, sir, I think it is clear
when you read the language of the trade agreement, which, of course,
is the binding compact which has been made with the other nationg-——

Senator TArr (interposing). It is tho uniform clause in all the
agreements?

Mr, Sayre. So far as T know it is uniform; yes, sir.

T am going to read from article XVIII of the Mexican Trade Agree-
ment, which is typical of them all, as far as I know. It is substantially
the same in the others, although the terms, by the way, are somewhat
different in some. Not all the trade agreements were concluded for
an initial torm of 3 years, but the maximum is for 3 years. The
Mexican agreement reads:

AwrrticLe X VIII, Unless 6 months bofore the expiration of the aforesaid period
of 3 vears the Government of the United States of Ameriea or the Government of
the United Mexican States shall have given to the other Governmont notice of
intontion to terminate this agreement upon the expiration of the aforesaid period,
the agreoment shall remain in force thereafter, subject to the provigions of
article X and article XT, until 6 months from the date on which notice of intention
to terminate shall have been given by cither Government.

That raises the question of who, under constitutional functions,
should givo that notice. It says that the notico is to be given by the



[

EXTENSION' OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTE ACT 31

Government of the United States. I suppose there is no question
but that the person giving such notico constitutionally would be the
President.

To return to Scnator Vandenberg's question as to what is the power
of Congress, as I answered him before, I think the President would
certainly pay considerable atiention to a resolution by Congress to
the effect that such and such a irade agrecment should be terminated.

Senator Tarr, Then, again, he might not.

Mr. Sayre. He might not,

The Crairman, I do not agree with you at all, Dr. Sayre. If the
authority under which the President acts is the authority of Congress,
then Congress could terminate one of these agreements even though
Congress were morally at fault. I assume Congress would not do it
unless its right to do so was clear, and then the President would be
bound to communicate that fact to the foreign government.

My, Sayre. I think it is & very academic question.

The Cuairman. I do not think it is academic.

Mr. Sayre. When you say Congress would terminate an agreement
before the agreement itsclf expire

The CrairMaN. I do not think Congress would. The question
was phrased a little bit differently. Senator Vandenberg asked you
if there would not be a moral restraint on Congress to take certain
action if it were not expressly put into the law, That is the reason
I read this. I interpret this to mean the Government has the
authority under which the trade agreement was made in the first
placo, and certainly that is legislative. There is no validity pus
uFon this act except upon the theory that there is a delegated power
of the Congress under sufficiently specific directions to sustain its
validity, The President is acting, surely in this instance, so far as
the tarifl feature is concerned, as an agency of the legislative branch.

Senator 'T'arr, May I call your attention to a section of the act?
It is at the end of section 350 (a) (2).

The Cuairman. I wanted to ask him about that.

Scnator Tarr, It says:
and the proclaimed duties and other impoxt restrictions shall be in effect from
and after such time as is specified in the proclamation, The President may at
any time terminate any such proclamation in whole or in part,

Mr, Savre. In other words, so far as the duties are concerned,
those dutices are affected by this proclamation which is issued by the
Preosident under the authority of this Trade Agreements Act; that
is correct.

The Caamman, T wanted to get to that point. Does that language
“the President may at any time terminate any such proclamation in
whole or in part” refer to the 3-year period?

Mr, Sayre. I am not quite sure I understand you, Senator. The
tariffs are actually changed, as I understand it, by virtue of the
proclamation which the President issues under this act.

The Crareman. Yes; upward or downward by 50 percent only.

Mr, Sayre. Yes, sir. The actual tariff is not changed by the
agrecment but by thoe President’s proclamation,

The Cuamuman. Yes, Well, now, when ean the President terminate
that proclamation?

Mr. Sayre. Any time he chooses to. Of course, he is not going to
violate an international obligation.
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The CratrMan. I understand that. I just want to know how that
is construed in the Department.

Mr. Sayre. 8o far as I know, sir, the President can terminate
proclamations under this section if and when he chooses, although he is
directed earlier in the act to carry out the provisions of the trade
agreements pursuant to proclamations.

Senator Tarr. I suggest following immediately the proviso it
relates to cases in which discriminatory treatment arises, and he may
cancel the treaties beeause of that discriminatory treatment.

Mr. Sayre. What is the section?

Senator Tawr., It is the end of section 250 (a) (2).

Mr. Sayre. Yes. I did not have the place before, sir. It says:

Provided, That the President may suspend the application to articles the growth,
produce, or manufacture of any country because of itg discriminatory treatmont
of American commerce or becausge of other acts or policies whieh in his opinion
tend to defeat the purposes set forth in this section; and the proclaimed duties
and other import restrictions shall be in effect from and after such time as is
specified in the proclamation. The President may at any time tcrminate any
such proclamation in whole or in part.

So far as that proclamation is concerned, sir, that may be done at
an%r‘ time.

"he CuarMaN. You said, in answer {o Senntor Vandenberg’s
question, that there have been 1,185 reductions?

Mr. Sayre. 1,180.

The Caammman. 1,180 actual reductions in import duties?

Mr. Sayre. In cur trade barriers.

The Cuamuman. In our duties?

Mr. Savre. In our duties, and we have several thousand from
foreign countries.

The Cuarzman, How many, do you know?

Mr. Savre. It is impossible to count them up, because it depends
on what you call & change. In the British trade agreement, I am
told, there were 1,500. In the Cuban trade agreement, I believe
there were several hundred, and in the Canadian trade agreement,
there were, I think, about 1,000, if I remember correctly.

Senator Crark. Do Sayre, it is difficult to set up any basis of
comparison hetween what we might call concessions in American
trade barriers and concessions that we have obtained in_cxchange
for them, bocause ours are practically all taviff reductions, while theirs
constitute not only tariff reductions but quota allotments and import
restrictions of every character and description.

Mr. Sayre. That is quite true.

Senator Crark. So it is very hard to arrive at an absolutely com-
parable basis,

Mr. Sayrn, I think it is practically impossible to do so.

Senator Tarr, Isn’t it also true that each one of our treaties affect
imports from 50 countrics, maybe, whereas it may be that the con-
cessions only affect one nation? Does the favored-nation clause
extond to tg’e reduction to England, for ingtance, and equally to
Sweden at the same time?

Mzr. Sayre. We give cqual treatment to countries which give the
same treatment to us.

b Senator Tarr, The 1,180 is the number of individual items, but
they ‘are reduced to many different countries?
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Mr, SAyre. Yes. We follow, for the most part, a single-column
tariff. We always have, over since Washington’s administration.
We try to treat countries all alike if they are not discriminating against
us, ' .
The Cuamman. I would like to go back to another question asked
you by Senator Vandenberg,

Mr. Sayrn, Yes,

The Crairman, Under this act have we at any time placed a
quota on imports from certain countries if we thought they were
acting unfairly toward our trade?

Mr. Sayre. We have imposed what is called tariff quotas. That
is, we have in certain cases reduced the tariff only for a limited amount.

The CuarrMaN. Of commodities coming in?

Mzr. Sayru. Of commodities coming in,

The CrairMaN. You did that to protect American industry?

Mr. Savre. To protect the American producers in competition
with the foreign imports.

The Crairman, Do you recall any instances in which that
occurred ?

Mr. Sayre, In cattle we have done that. We have done it to a
great many.

The CuairmaN. To & great many?

M. Sayre. Yes,

Senator Tarr, Do those quotas apply only to the reduction of the
tarifi?  If they pay the {ull tariff rate may they still ship outside of
the quota?

Mr. Sayre. Yes, sir,

Senator Vanbensera. Dr. Sayre, you spolke about the British
agreement. May I ask, for my informadtion, if you recall it, whether
the British agreement binds crude rubber on the free list?

Mer. Sayrs. I think it does, as far as 1 remember.,

Senator VANDENBERG, So that that binds all erude rubber from
any nation which does not diseriminate against us on the free list?

r. SAYRE, So far as rubber is concerned. Of course, you are
thinking about our synthetic rubber plants, and their protection.
Now, when rubber was bound on ths free list, of course, we were very
anxious to get imports of rubber into this country as cheaply and in as
largo quantitics us possible, We were also anxious (o stimulate the

rowth of rubber in foreign countries so that we could get it in here.

ince that time the war came on and we began building up these
synthetic rubber plants. The interest of those synthetic rubber
plants is certainly an interest which we must consider, which we must
concern ourselves about, .

We do not yet know, because the whole industry of synthetic rub-
ber is still so young, we still do not know whether synthetic rubber
plants will need assistance or not,  We will not know really for some
timo longer. When the time comes, we will then have to take into
consideration whether or not the Government shall give that ese
sistance, and if so in what form that assistance should be, whether in
the form of tariffs or otherwise.

Senator Vanpensrra, Whom do you mean by “we,” when you
m{V “we shall give consideration’’?

Ir. Sayrr. The Congress.

/
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Senator VanpENBERG. Yes, but after you have bound rubber on
tl&e freo list it is bound there forever, unless the President takes it
off.
Mr, SAYrE. Yes, but, Senator, my whole point is when the time
comes to determine that question then we will have to determine
whether, let us say, thero should be a tariff, whether there should be
Government subsidies, whether other forms of aid should be given
or not. If it does become evident that a tariff is the proper way to
deal with the matter, then we will have to consider the possible mod-
ification of the trade agreements. That is something that will have
to be brought under consideration. The whole point is we do not
know yet whether synthetic rubber xi)ls.nts will need assistance.

Senator VaxpeNBERG. I agroe with that, I am trying to visualize
the process set down textually in this law which we are asked to extend
and it scems to meunder the text of this law the question of what shall
‘be the ultimate destiny of theso synthetic rubber plants is entircly ab
the mercy of the Presidential wisdom indeﬁni(zef, unless Congress
wants to exercise a right which Senator George says is inherent 1in it,
and which you agree is inherent in it but which, so far as the text of
this law is concerned, is not recognized, and, on the contrary, is ver;
definitely discouraging, to put it mildly. That is the point at whic
our very profound disagreement arises. I do not see why it should
arise, because I think you would agree that the decision as to the
future of our synthetic rubber industry in this country is & legitimate
subject for the total Government’s decision and not just for the
State Department’s decision.

Mr. Sayre. Well, of course, the whole drift of my remarks, sir, was
that if Congress saw fit to secure the modification or termination of &
trade agreement therc would be nothing to prevent Congress passing
a resolution and advising the President of that situation. .

Senator VANDENBERG. But it would scare the world, you say, if we
would announce that.

Mz, Sayrm, I think 1% would not increase your power, and I think
it would be psychologically unfortunate to do so at this juncture.

Senator VANDENBERG. Do you think we seared the world when the
Toreign Relations Committee of the Senate, by a unanimous bi-
partisan majority, notified the world that the promises made under
article VII of the master agreements made under the Lond-Lease
Act are in fact subject at all times to congressional review? Do you
think that scared the world?

Mr. Sayre. No, but T do not think those two cases are parallel, sir.

Senator VANpeNBERG, I think they are parallel to this effect, that
your State Department proudly points to article VII of these mastor
agreements as illustrating the kind of objective you would like to reach
through the use of reciprocal trade agreements.

The CraimMaN. This says the Government of the United States
torminates it. 'This is the legislative power and not the executive
ageney, as I see it. ‘

Senator DanarER. May I ask some questions, Mr. Chairman?

The CramrMan, Yes, Senator Danahor, )

Senator Dananer. 1 would like to have you help me, Dr. Sayre.
Some of us who were not on the committee when this matter was u
in 1940 nced enlightenment.  As T understand it, under the Consti-
tution, the Congress in 1930, let us say, had tarifl-making powers,
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Mr. Sayre. Yes, sir.

Senator DananEr. It thereupon adopted what has come to be
known as the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, which created certain stand-
ards by way of dutics on various articles for import. In the first
place, whenever you do grant a reduction of tariff up to 50 percent, you
grant this reduction against the schedules of the 1930 tariff act, don’t

ou .

Mr. Sayre. That is ’lgenemlly correct,.

Sonator Dananer. That is the yardstick?

Mr, Savre, Yes, sir.

Senator Dananer. Now, then, we come along in 1934 and say,
“regardless of whether the Congress does or does not have the tariff-
making power, we are willing to name an agency to act in our behalf.
That agency will be the Executive operating through the State De-
partment, where there will be committees on reciprocity information,
committees on reeiprocal trade agreements’’; is that correct?

The CuamrmMaN. May I go one step further? In the Tariff Act of
1930 we retained section 336 which gave to the President, on the
recommendation of the Tariff Commission, the authority to raise or
lower the tarifl by not more than 50 percent. Then we came along
with the Trade Agreements Act,

Senator Danauen. All right. Now, in the Trade Agreements Act
we did delegate to the State Department, or at least to the President
on recommendation of the State Department, the power to make these
trade agreements; is that not so?

Mr. Sayre. Yes. That is, the delegation was to the President.

Senator DaNaner, Yes,

Mr, Sayne. And the President, of course, constitutionally conducts
forcign relations, I suppose, ordinarily through the Secretary of State.

Senator DansaHER. Yes.

Mr. Sayre, In this particular instance with the assistance of the
other named departments.  You remember section 4 of the act?

Senator DananER. Yes. Now, then, when we authorized the exe-
cution of an agreement, we authorized that ageney in our behalf to
make an agreement for a period up to 3 years, did wo not?

Mr. Sayue. Yes.

Senator Dananer. You could make it for a year, you could make it
for 2 years, and in some cases you did just that, is that not so?

Mr, Sayre. Yes.

Senator DananEr, And the maximum was 3 years?

Mr. Sayre. That is correct.

Senator Danangr. Now, the agreement having rewched a termina-
tion date by its own terms, we, nonetheless, said it cound continue in
full force and effect, subject to later termination only upon 6 months’
notice; is that not so?

Mr. Savre. That, of course, is provided for in thoe act.

Senator Danauzr. Yes, but that is what they said?

Mr, Sayre. Yes, that is, that the agreement may continue beyond
the 3-year period, but always subject to termination on 6 months’
notice,

Senator Dananrr. Now, then, within the 3-year period, unless
there be discrimination by some foreign country against our imports
from that country, or our exports to that couniry, is there any provi-
sion for termination of tho agreement?
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Mr. SaYrE. Yes, there is, sir, Under certain conditions; that is,
there are what have been termed “escape clauses.”

Senator Danarer. What are some of those, to illustrate?

Mr. Sayre. I will turn to the Mexican trade agreement and point
to article XI.

Senator Danangr. All right.

Mr. Sayre, Article XI provides:

If, as a result of unforeseen developments and of the concession granted on any
article enumerated and deseribed in the schedules annexed to this agreement,
such article is being imported in such increased quantities and under such condi-
tions as to cause or threaten serious injury to domestic producers of like or similar
articles, the Government of cither country shall be free to withdraw the conces-
sion, in whole or in part, or to modify it to the extent and for such time as may
be necessary to prevent such injury,

Then the article goes on to prescribe how that shall be done, and

iving to the other party the right to terminate the trade agreement
i whole if necessary, if it cannot agree to the withdrawal of the
concession.

Senator Dananer. Now, then, suppose that these cscape clauses
do not become operative under the conditions prescribed as in article
XI to which you referred, there is no power in the State Department
to terminate an agreement, is there? Ivo other words, you mntend to
bind the United States for not to exceed & years.

Mr. Sayrn. If I understand you correctly, Senator, both parties,
when they make a broad agreement such as this, providing for re-
ciprocal concessions and for equal and fair treatment, nondiscrimi-
natory treatment, on both sides, hope and expect that the agreement
will continue for an indefinite period.

Senator Dananer., And do you at that point say that after we have
delegated the President to act in our behalf, in the particulars to
which we have had reference, and he does so, that the Congress can
still pass some joing resolution or some act which would repeal or
revoke the agreement that we have authorized you to make?

Mr. Sayre. You mean before the expiration of the 3-year period?

Senator DanaHER. Yes.

Mr. Sayre. I cannot conceive of Congress doing so. It would be,
of course, a violation of international good faith.

Senatlor DaNAHER. So would 1 think 50, but do you think we have
any such power to do it?

r. SAYre. I would hesitate to say you have no power to do so.
I cannot conceive of Congress doing so.  Of course, Congress might
conceivably have the power to direct the President to violate inter-
national good faith. Whether or not he has the power, I will refer
that to some of the constitutional lawyers. T think that is academic.

Senator Danvannr. Now, let me go onc step further, sir. Suppose
we do not renew this trade-agreements program at all, and therefore
that it terminates as of June 30, 1945, all the agreements which are
still in force continue, do they not, under their own terms?

Mr. Sayre. Yes, sir.

b Senz(llg?or Danaupr, Do they also continue for 6 months and
ey on:
r. Sayre. They continue until the expiration of 6 months’ notice
of termination. ,

Senator Dananzr. Now, for all agreomonts to be negotiated com-

mencing July 1, 1943, and throughout the life of the extended act,
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were we to extend it, if we put in a clause in our trade agreements
thereafter negotiated that they shall be subject to reduction, or to
termination as of a certain date, let us say 6 months following the
cessation of hostilitics in the present war, we then clearly would have
reserved to ourselves the right, withoui a breach of international good
faith, say, to revoke the agreements, would we not?

Mr. Sayre. We would, but by the same token, Senator, we would
. also open the way to losing the advantage of that trade agreement so
far as getting down trade barriers against American exports is con-
cerned. We are deeply concerned in expanding and protecting our
American export trade. One of the very great difficultics we had
when we started negotiating these trade agreements was the welter
of diseriminations all over the world. We were trying to build pro-
tection for American goods sent abroad. For example, American
goods had to pay in Wrance a higher tariff than goods from other
countries. American goods had to pay in Canada a higher tariff
rate than goods from other countries. It was a terrific job to get
those tariff rates down to a minimum applicable to American export
goods. Now, by these trade agreements, we have secured, in the
great majority of cases, improved treatment, including nondiscrimina-~
tory treatment for American export goods. Now, you terminate
those trade agreements and at once you subject our export trade to
high trade barriers and diserimination, and there has been such a
tendency toward these during the past 10 years that I do not believe
the American producers would look with favor upon the loss of trade
and protection against discrimination,

Senator Danvaner. Now, let me ask you another series of questions,
Over the past 10 years that the trade-agreements program has been in
effect we have negotiated some 30 trade agreements, as I recall it.

Mr. Sayre. Thirty-one, I believe.

Senator DaNaunr. There have been only five of them in the last
8 years, as I recall it. That is substantially correcy, anyway.

I\%r. Sayre. I think that is not quite correct. You say, 5 years
ago

Senator Dananer. No; since 1940,

Mr. Sayre, The last one,.you medn, when it became effective or
when it was signed?

Senator DaNvauer. Since wo last extended the Trade Agreements
A(-t(.l a:: of July 1, 1940, there have been only five, so far as I recall, up
to date.

Mur. Sayre. Six agreements; the Argentina trade agreement beeame
effective November 15, 1941; the Cuban second supplementary agree-
ment became effective January 5, 1942; the trade agreement with
Peru, on July 29, 1942; the trade agreement with Uruguay, on Janu-
ary 1, 1943; that with Mexico, on January 30, 1943; the agreement
with Iran was signed only last month and has not yet become effective,

Senator DANAHER. Now, then, the only one of those which could be
said to implement previously existing trade agreements wag the
second supplementary agreement with Cuba?

Mr. Sayre. That 1s correct.

Scnator Danauzr, Have wo at any time entered into other supple-
mentary or extensory agreements with countries which had been
bound to us prior to 1940?

Mr. Sayrr., There was a second trade agreement negotiated with
Canada, and then there was a first supplementary agreement nego-
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tiated with Cuba, which became effective December 23, 1939, a
second supplementary—put it this way: A supplementary fox-fur

agreement negotiated with Canada that became effective December.

20, 1940, which replaced a previous supplementary agreement relating
to fox furs, effective January 1, 1940,

Senator DananER. So that actually, Doctor, you say outstanding
agreements to date have been running not only for 3 yoars or for the
original term, whatever it was, but for the periods thereafter under this
continued theory?

Mr. Sayre. That is on the 6-months’ notice possibility.

Senator Danausr. Yes. Therefore, if we were to limit the power
in this nowly-to-be-extended act to the negotiation of agrecments
which would be subject to revocation, say, at 6 months following the
cessation of hostilities, and put in a clause in the agreement to that
effect, we most certainly could not then be said to be involved in any
breach of international good faith; is that not right?

Mr. Sayre. Of course, wo would lose the protection that we want for
our American export trade if we were to do that.

Senator Danannk. If the war were to continue for the next 3 years,
where there is no field of competitive commercial international trade,
or at least a greatly rotarded or reduced field, it would be practically
an academic question anyhow, would it not?

Mr. SaYrE, I do not think so, because there would be a great deal
of trado discrimination still which I fear we would suffer if we did not
have the protection of our equality of treatment or most-favored-
nation trade agreements,

Senator DaNaurn. Is Russia discriminating against this country?

Mr. Sayrp, So far as Russia is concerned, we have an agreement
with her, as you know.

Scnator DANARER, Is she discriminating against us any place?

Mr. Savre, No, sir.  Of course, Russia does not have tariffs in the
sense that other nations do, Russia, as you know, is on an altogether
different basis. Russia’s foreign tradoe 1s entirely carried on by the
Government.  However, I would say that Russia 18 not discriminating
against American goods.

Senator Danannr., Is Great Britain discriminating against Ameri-
can goods? ‘

r. Sayrn. No; because we have this trade agreement with her.

Senlat.‘?r Tarr. Is that due to her satisfying the Empire preferences
entirely? -

Mr, Sayrr. Not entirely + the Empire preferences. We have
whittled the preferences down a considerable extent by the Canadian
and by the U%ited Kingdom trade agreements, but we have not alto-
gether eliminated them. . . .

Senator Tarr, If that is true then they do discriminate against us
to some extent, .

Mr, Savne. If you call Empire preferences a discrimination. Of
course, so far as the most-favored-nation provisions are concerned
there have been fairly well recognized exceptions which all the world
more or less recognizes as exccptions. Our trade W}th Cuba, for
instance, is not strictly on the most-favored-nation basis, and neither
are the Empire trading arrangements. There are certain fairly well
recognized exceptions. The answer to your question is clear, that
we have not eliminated the Empire preferences.

[,
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Senator Tarr. Is that what Mr. Churchill was referring to in the
Atlantic Charter? ‘

Mr. Sayre. We have gone quite a long way by means of our trade
agreements,

Senator Dananpn, Certainly the occupied countries are not
involved in any commerce with us.

Mzr. Sayre, There is actually no commerce taking place now as
between occupied France, tho Netherlands, Belgium, and this
country. .

Senator Danaurr. It is oqually true that approximately 65 percent,
of our total export trade glrc&dy is bound under reciprocal-trade
agreements with the countries with which we have already concluded
agreements, Therefore, what I am coming to is this: That if there
be any possible question of a lack of intcrnational good faith, were
we Lo act for our own protection over the period that the war con-
tinues, and if in fact we could properly protect ourselves by inserting
a clause in the agreements to be negotiated under this act, if it be
extended, it would be the beight of common sense, it scems to me, to
accomplish that result, :

Mr, Sayre, But we would loso our guaranty of proteclion against
barriers and diseriminations to American trade.

Senator Dananer., You mean they would not agree with us?

Mr. Sayne. I mean if the trade agreement by which you protect
your American trade is subject to termination on 6 months’ notice,
true cnough you can abrogate the agreement, and so can the other
powor. ,

Senator Tarr. You have in all these agreements that they can
tiarm;nato in 6 months and they have not terminated them yet, have
they :

Mr, Sayre, That is true,

Senator DaNauer. And further isn’t it true that all exports today
are n;lder export licenses and hence under the control of the Govern-
ment .

Mr., Sayre, You mean exports from the United States?

Senator Danauber, Yes,

Mr. Sayri. T am unable to answer whether all of them are under
export licenses or not. *

Senator Dananer, You cannot think of any that are not, can you?

Mr. Sayre. No, I cannot.

Senator Danauer. And the fact of the mattor is that B, E, W, is
passing upon about 8,000 such applications a day; is that not so?

Mr. Sayrn. So far as 1 know.

Senator DaNAnER. And they therefore decide what exports there
will be and to what countries they will be made, and so we have it
within our completo power on that basis and throughout the period
of the war at least, to protect ourselves in that field.

Mr. Sayre, But we cannot protect against foreign discriminations
and trade barriers unless we have these agreements. That is my
point, sir.

Senator Dananer, Do you know of any foreign nation today
which docs not want goods from the United States?

Mr. Sayrn. Well, yes. There are plenty of countries that restrict,
or would restrict, the importation of American goods.

Senator DANAHER. If we had an\ything to export and were export-
ing, and if there were commercial competition with other nations
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which normal(lfr are our competitors but are not now because of the

war, you could add all that, could you not?

Mr. Sayre, Yes.

Senator Dananer, Dr, Sayre, it seems to me that the interpretation
that has been suggested by some of my colleagues here to the effect
that the Congress has some overriding power to revoke an outstendin
agreement to which our good faith is pledged because we permitte
you to make it, it just is not so, and I do not believe the law today will
permit that,

Mr. Savre. I wonder if there would not be some misunderstanding,
Senator. _

Senator DanarER, I hope there is.

The Cuamman, Cannot we terminate treaties?

Senator Dananur, We can terminate treatics.

The Cuammman. Have not we terminated treaties?

p _%ﬁnator Danaugr, I say without breach of international good

aith.

The Cuammman. No, I do not admit that. Did not we terminate
our commercinl treaty with Japan?

Senator Danangr. Yes, but we did it in accordance with its terms.
W%ave & notice of 6 months, did we not, Doctor?

r. SaYre, Yes.

Senator Danangr, I wish we had done it & lot earlier,

The Cuamrman, Why was notice given?

Senator Dananer, Dr. Sayre perhaps can tell you that.

Mr, Sayne, Because we were bound by treaty, as I remember it,
with Japan.

d The Cuairman, Congress took action, that is, it asked that it be
one,

Senator Vanpunsera., That was a treaty; that was not a trade
agreement. . :

The Caatrman, T understand. If you can terminate a treaty,
ou can terminate one of the trade agreements, if you want to do 1t.
he whole point is this, as I see it: There would be no point in makin,

a trade agreement if you do not make it for some definite period,

That is, 1you hope that the arrangement will be mutual, helpful, and

beneficial, that it would go on. But every one of these agreements in

the law definitely provides after the 3 years the trade agreements

shall be subject to termination thereafter upon not more than 6

months’ notice. ‘

Senator Danauer. That is after 3 years, as the Senator says.

The Cuamnman. Yes, Do you want to make the trade agreements
end terminato them within the 3-year pariod?

DSeémtor Dananpr. I do not know. I am trying to find out from
r. Sayre. . :
The%HAIRMAN. If you do, you do not want to make any at all,

that is all T have got to say.

Senator Danausr, That does not follow,

The Cuamrman, It docs follow,

Senator Dananen, Let us sce if it does, If we extend the power
for 3 years, up to the three hundred and sixty-fourth day of the third
year, you would have the power to negotiate a new agreement which
would bind us for 3 additional years; would it not?

Mr. Sayre. That would be possible,

[
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Senator DanaHER. Yes,

Mr, Savyre. Of course, that is not likely in any way. I cannot
conceive of two governments doing that kind of thing, but I suppose
it would be legally possible.

Senator Tarr, Why not? Many governments broke the former
treaties and made new ones,

Mr. Sayre. If this trade agreement is presumably satisfactory and
if the desire of both governments is to continue the agreement, I see
no reason why they should break it.

Senator Tarr., Conditions always change, and you may want to
make a new one.

Mr. Sayre. Why make a new one?

Senator Tarr. Bécause conditions may chanfe so much that you
may want a new one dealing with different produets, and it seoms to
bo reasonable to make a new one. .

Senator Danaugr, Or you may want to make a new one with a
country with which at this moment you have none.

Mr. Sayre. That is quite possible.

Senator Dananer, So that if we did incorporate into any extended
grogmm a clause to the effect that we have the power, without any

reach of international good faith, to terminate as of a date, whatever
that date be, not later than 6 months following the cessation of
hostilities in the present war, we most certainly would be able to go
to any cconomic discussions at the pence table unfettored and without
our hands tied, without everybody being able to say, “You are already
bound on these 1,180 schedulos which you have already reduced.”
b Thg?CHAIRMAN. How would we be bound if the other fellow is not

oun

Scnator Danaugsr, The other fellow is bound.

The Cuamrman, If the other fellow is bound and he wants to stay
bound, that is up to him,

Senator Tarr, You said that the British treaty bound crude rubber
on the free list,

Mr. Sayre. I beliove so, sir.

The CuamrmaN, Crude rubber is on the free list?

Senator Tarr, Crude rubber is o the free list. Nobody wants
anything now, but when conditions change we may want to protect
the synthetic rubber industry. I do not say we do want to protect
the synthetic rubber industry, but certainly wo ought to have the
power to doit. Now, it is true we can terminate the British agreement
now in 6 months, but on July 29, 1942, you made an agreement with
Peru in which I understand crude rubber is bound on the free list
until July 29, 1045, which may be 2 years afterward, or & year after
the war; is that not correct?

Mr. Sayne. The initial period of the Peruvian agrecment is for
onlsy 2 years, until July 28, 1044, .

enator Tarr, That Peruvian treaty is still within the 3-year period
and you may make a new agreement with some other country pro-
ducing rubber ulf) to 3 years from now, which would extend the
Peruvian treaty for 3 yoars from that time; that is the thing that
concorns me, I am concerned about having the right to terminate
that even at the end of the war or make the 3 years 1 year, If the
8 years had been 1 year, I do not think any of these agreemonts
would be different from what thoy are today.

¢
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Mr. Sayre. Of course, Senator, in addition to being able to
terminate or rencgotinte these agreements on comparatively short
notice if made advisable by future developments, any future agree-
ments will include appropriate safeguarding and escape clauses along
the lines of the provision in the recent Mexican agreement which says
that “If as the result of unforeseen developments and of the con-
cession granted on any article enumerated and deseribed in the sched-
ules annexed to this agreement, such article is being imported in such
increased quantities and under such conditions as to cause or threaten
serious injury to domestic producers of like or similar articles * * *.

Senator Tarr. The fact you are going to have a lot of erude rubber
when the war ends, that is not unforescen, you cannot upply the
escnpe clause to rubber. That is only an example. T do not want
to make an issue particularly of rubber, but I am pointing out that
you are tying our hands when after the war, for a period of 2 or 3
years there may be many things we cannot do that I think we ought
to have the power to do, perhaps. I do not know; I am not suro.

Mr. Sayri. Of course, Senator, in the making of trade agreements
wo try to be very careful about just that kind of thing, That is, we
do not want to tic our hands in & way which may prove injurious, and
on the other hand we do want the other fellow bound, insofar as it is
possible to bind him, to grant favorable treatment to American
goods and not to diseriminato against them.

Senator Tarr. Mﬁ' feeling is in the post-war economic conference,
or deal, or trade, whatever you may call it, the United States would
be at & very considerable advantage. I do not think we will have
any trouble getting anybody to nKree to treat our commerce in &
nondiscriminatory way, except the Axis, and we can make them do it,

Mr. Sayrn, I am not sure,

Senator Tarr. We hope.

Senator Dananur, Leb me ask just a couple of questions and then
with my very real thanks for your courteous cooperation, I will
desist, The other quiestions I have are these: First, do you feel it
is of the utmost importance that we achieve an international currency
stabilization?

Mr, Sayrp, I think that is part of this whole problem of post-war
trade. Without stabilization trade will suffer, but without trade
stabilization will be useless even if possible. I think they fit in
togoether, and are part of the Inrger picture.

Senator DaNAHER, And therefore would we not be wise to relate
the two in our thinking now, to the end that the reciprocal trade
agreements program extension, or ab least the life of the agreements,
be related to some post-war international stebilization?

Mr. Sayrs, I think they are both foundations for this whole struc-
ture of post-war trade, if I get your idea, sir.

Senator DANARER, Yes.

Mr. Sayre. That is, if you do not have stabilized currencies, you
are not going to have the kind of trading which will stimulate and
build up employment, which are needed to help solve post-war eco-
nomic problems. : L )

If you do not have stabilization trade will suffer and yet, on the
other hand, if you do not have trade stabilization will be méaningless.
One depends on the other. They go together.

aim e
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Senator Danaurr. Thank you. There is a related factor that it
secems to me we ought to be informed about. Particularly, before we
actually entered the war there was an increasing tide of information
coming to my notice that American capital was secking investments
abroad, industrializing in areas where dzc manufacturers particularly
could be free of the restraint of the Wagner Act, social security and
uncmployment compensation and all the other protections which our
statutes give to American workers, Now, such capitalists arc short-
sighted, in my opinion, in their efforts to escapo the impact of laws for
our domestic welfure, but they were, nonetheless, able to exploit
foreign labor and get production at very inferior rates, pay your
reciprocal trade ngreement duty and still, with the transportation
costs included, sot their articles of commerce down on our shores to be
sold in our domestic markets. In fact, some of them were keeping
alive their domestic plants for 6 months, throwing their employees
oft on W. P. A. for the other 6 months, giving the work to their
employces abroad.

Mr. Sayre. You are referring to the branch plants?

Senator Dananen, Yes, Have you given attention to that phase
of our problem?

Mr. Sayre. We have, sir.  Of course, as I need hurdly point out,
the growth of branch plants was much stimulated by these high trade
barriers. That is, people were driven into branch plant building and
operation because of the very difficult trade barriers. Now, go far as
our experience i concerned, there is o limit to that building of branch

lants. The oxchange control restriction is one such limitation,

"hat is, many Amecrican firms which built branches abroad found that

ccauso of cxchange control restrictions they could not bring their
profits back to this country, Again, there were increasing political
uncertainties of one kind or another. So, while that branch plant
building presonted a problem some years ago, I think the problem is
not quile as active now because of present conditions as it was, but it
is a problem which we certainly must recognize.

Senator Danangr, Are you able to tell us to what extent American
capital has industrialized on the branch plant basis?

r. Savre, I believe the Department of Commerce did have some
figures, sir, I do not have them at my fingertips. I know a study
was mado of it. : :

Senator Danangr. Thank you very much, Doctor.

Senator WavLsu. Dr. Sayre, has there been any analysis made of
these individual agreements?  Are there data available to show what
particular commoditics have had an increase in exportation and what
particular commoditics from other countries have had an increase in
importation?

Mr. Sayre, We have made a very careful study, sir, which we
went into at great length before the Committee on Ways and Means,

Senator WaLsH. It seems to me it would be helpful if there was
available a roport on each commodity or each agreement. Say that
the result of & yocars’ operation of this treaty shows that we have
exported so many automobiles more than we did before, and there
have been imports from this country of a particular commodity in
lIarger volume, it would be helpful to have a report of that kind.

r, Sayre. I would be very glad to insert some tables in the record,
Senator. I have them here, Of course, what we have tried to do is
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not simply to show the increase in exports, which would not tell the
whole story because there was an increase all over the world in the
export of American goods, both to trade-agreement and non-trade-
agreement countries, but our figures show how much greater is the
increase of American exports to countries with which trade agree-
ments have been made as compared to countries with which no trade
agrf{ements have been made, and all of those figures are very, very
striking.

Senator Wavrsn. I will be glad to have you put them in the record.
Those figures relate to the total number of agreements and do not
relate to individual agreements?

Mr. SaYRE. Yes.

Senator Warsu, You cannot say that as the result of our agree-
ment with Cuba, for example, there has been this increase in exports
and then an incresse in imports of a particular commodity, can you?
" Mr.IS)AYnm. Yes; and I will be glad to insert those in the record,
if you like.

)S:enator Warsa, T would like to see an analysis of these various
treatics for the purpose of determining how much we benefited from
foreign trade and how much these other countrics have benefited by
their cxports into this country, or our imports from their countries,

Mr. Sayru., Of course, you understand, Senator, if you simply show
the figures of American exports to Cuba, that does not tell the whole
story. In the tables to which I have roferred there are figures of
American exports to all countries during certain years,

Senator WawLsn, It mi%ht help to dissipate the argument somewhat
that the net operation of these treaties 18 to increase imports to the
disadvantage of American industry. :

Mr. Sayre. I would be very happy to insert them,

S (Th(); following statement was subsequently submitted by Mr,
ayre:
(Roprint from Commeree Reports of Fobruary 17, 1940—issued by the Bureau of
Toreign and Domestic Commerce, U, 8, Department of Commerce)

Resurrs UNDER THE RECIPROCAL TRADE AGrREEMENTS PROGRAM Duning 1939

Prepared by the Trade Agreements Unit, Bureau of Forelgn and Domestic
Commerce

There are given helow tables showing tho trade of the United States with

trade-agreement countries and non-trade-agreement countries in 1939 compared
with 1938, as well as the average for the post-agreement years 1938 and 1939 com-
pared to the average for the pre-agreoment years 1934 and 1935. In addition
to a summary table showing total trade with the two groups of countries, detailed
statistics are given covering trade with the agreemont countries and the principal
nonagreement countriey individually,
* During December 1939 total United States exports reached the highest monthly
figure recorded since March 1030. The increase was particularly marked in
exports to the agreement countries, and as a result the statistics for the full year
1939 show an increase of 8.1 percent for this % ouf: compared with 1938, wherens
for 11 months the increase was only 4.9 percent. In the case of the nonagreement
countries, a decrease in exports of only 4.6 percent is shown for the full yoar,
oompare(i to the decrease of 7.9 percent shown for 11 months,
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TABLE 1.—~United States trade wilth trade-agreement countries and with all other
countries, 1939 compared with 1938, and 1938-89 compared with 1934~36

[Values in millions of dollars)

Comparlson of 1639 with 1038

Comparfson of 1938-30 with 1034-35

toms 19038 198 Change 1034-35 | 1938-39 Change
valuo value averago | average
Valuo | Percont| VAW | valuo } yq1 1 porcont
Erports, including reexports
Total, trade-agreement countrios.| 1 1,758 | 11,001 | 4142 +8.1 1757 21,232 1475 Iczs
Total, nonagrcomont countries...| 1,336 | 1,277 -9 -4, 0 3902 [ 31,806 314 81.7
Total, all countries. .... “.-| 3,004 | 3,177 +83 | 427 2208 3,136 028 +42,0
General {mports
‘I'otal, trade-agreoment countries.| 11, 186 | 4 1, 87 233 Iz().! 1774 1012 | 108 21.6
T'otal, nonagrement countrles. .. 806 931 125 15.6 3772 1808 +07 12,8
Total, all countries........ 1,000 | 2,318 368 | +18.3 1,851 2,130 | <288 +15.6
1 Including tho 18 countries (and colonies) with which agreoments wore in oporation during the greater
part of the last 12 months, Only 1 of tho agroements was In operation throughout 1038, 6 throughout 1936,
14 by the end of 1936, 16 by the ond of 1937, 17 by the ond of 1938, and 18 by the ond of 1030, including the
ggfce{nc)nt with the United Kingdom (covering also Newfoundland and thoe non-golf-governing Jtlsl{;
onios).

the agroomont w.
cluded in tho above caloulations,
2 Those figures do not Inoludoe

Ecuador, tho United Kingdom,
la with which

The u¥roov1|ont concluded with T'urkoy booamo provisionally effective only on May 8, 1939, an
th Vonozuela only on oo, 10, 1039, Statistics for theo countries are therofore not ine

, Nowfoundland, and non-solf-governini
beon concladed but whoro

British colonles, Turkoy, and V
during which the nfcreomonc

¢ The apparent d
inclusion of trade with

havo

hag beon dn offect 1s too short to Justify in
nereimuqy ghown by theso figures in comparison with the other totals Is due to the non«
ouador and the United Kingdom and its Crown colonios,

0 perio

clusion for purposes of comparison,

GeNgrAL Nore,—Peroontago changos have been caleulated upon fuller figures In thousands of dollars.
mgrourco: Latest rocords of Divislon of Forelgn Trado Statisties, Burcau of Forolgn and Domegtio Coms

87028meed Bty



TasLe 2.—United Slates trade with individual trade-agr t countries—1934-39
[Values in millions of doliars]
Experts, including reexports Genersal imports
Trade-agreement countries (in order | Dates effec-
of effctive daies) we N R Pt s | gy | Perone ) P IR bt | gy | gy | e
average | average valge valoe average | average valae value
value | vaine | Chauge CBENER | “olye | valne | Chenge
Pescent Percent Pereent Percent
757 1,232 4628 1.758 1,901 181 74 921 1216 1,155 1,387 +20.1
3 9] +49.8 76 82 +7.0 92 105 +14.9 X 105 -7
54 71 30. 7 65| —161 33 521 +39.1 42 63 +51.8
3 41 +31.3 4 35 .1 1 3 +I5L.6 3 3 +2.2
36 804 +125.7 64 97| +50.5 38 41 4161 45 42 —6.4
42 71 5 62 0 +29.8 96 103 +7.3 98 107 +9.8
313 481 +53.6 468 483 +5.5 259 300 | +15.8 260 310 +30.7
75 W0 +126.4 168 i +2.3 93 1351 4453 124 45 7.2
R 0 i +93.4 97 97 +.08 35 30 —12.6 31 29 ~8.0
. 10 31| +200.8 28 351 +»9 16 sti 4744 69 93 +35.2
14 41| +192.0 13 38 —10.3 i1 20| 4878 21 20 ~43
8 B 821 1 8] 1756 16 201 470.4 1 31 +32.9
& 6 ] 6 —7.6 7 6 —9.2 6 7 +23.5
22 461 +111.5 41 51| 4255 49 19 +.8 49 49 —.8
4 8 7 9! 4250 5 10 +89.5 10 1 +12.6
127 7] 4364 48 19| 43£4 68 6| +1L.7 7 8t +i3.8
1i6 158 +35.7 131 182 +35.8 60 58 —2.3 54 62 +15.5
2 3 4 +53.1 2 3 +20.8 2 3 +17.1
6 12 1] 121 1 9] 4831 18 21 +14.3
3 4 4| 4183 4 61 369.0 [3 7 +2.7
3 3 9 +76 3 41 Hre2 4 3 —21.3
(O] 3 61 4782 [ (&3 3 4 +36.6
) 5 505 —3.0 [V [0 J S g 150 +26.6
0] 8 91 +16.2 o] ) 7 9 +31.3
@ 71 2 +i.1 1) [ 1 161 28 +28.9
s 1,336 1,277 —45 $72 5868 | 1125 806 931 +15.6
2,208 3,16} +420] 3,00¢ 3,177 +27 1,851 2,139 +156 1,960 2,318 +18.3

figares include Surinam (Dutch Guiana), the trade with whieh is too small to warrant individusal

1 These Jisting.
3 Gnited Smsatzstm show only & smal} %rémn of the actual exports to Switzerland, most of which are fransshipped through third countries and are shown as exports to those

countries. Therefore, too much significance be attached to the statistics of exports to S
!MWM&QFMMM Only France proper is listed separately.

eomparison.

have been concluded but wherethepemddu.nng which the agreements have been in effect is too short to justify inclasion for purposes of

& The apparent Mpmwyshownbytbeseﬁgmmcompamonwuhothertet&kxsduetothemnmdusmnofmde with Ecuador and the United Kingdom and its Crown

GENRRAL NOTE.—Percentsge changes bsve been mlca]ated  apon fuBler figores in thousmds of dolla!s.

Rex wom of Rareien and Dorr -

IOV SLNEWAHIDY EAVIL TVIOHdIOEY J0 NOISNALXT
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TaBLE 3.—United States trade with individual nonagreement countries, 1934-39
[Values In miltions of dollars, oxcept those Innlosod it parontheses, which are 1 thoussnds of doliarg)

Exports, lncluding reexports Goueral linports
1034 | 1038 1034 1 1038
Nocn f:ﬁl;g;"l(!’x’;mt and | and [ Pore Per- | and | and | Per- Por-
0! 1035 § 1039 | cont- | 1938 | 1039 | cont- | 1035 | 1030 | conte 1088 | 1039 | cont-
aver-javer-t age | valuel value] ape |aver-|avers Age | value| valuel age
sge | ago |chango, hangoj nge | age |chang {ehange
valuo} value value! value
Total, nonagreemont
countries..........1 092 ] 1,30 31,713,830 | 1,218) ~4.50 772 808 412,56/ 800 931} 18,6
Moexico... .. (ST B 73 204 02 83 -3 1| 39 o3) +33.4] 40 {. 80 +14,0
Panama (including
Canal Zone)...... 20 ) 46,7 24 33) +33. 60 5 4 ~14,2 4 4 43.8
Donilnican Ropub-
o ... & 0 41,
Vonezueln 3. 10 24 +17.
18 62) 452,
[ Y +07,
4 2/4134,
13 41} +44,
11 4 48,
gtrint..__ . 2. | 5 PRI R
Crochoslovakia!, 3 20 4] ~84,
Donmark... 13 3 41 14,
gcrmuny‘i (1;22) 62 bf ;}3
ungary X
Irelond .. 7 (088) 2! 474,
Norway.... 12 16 22 +38,
Poland and
sl 22 13 1 -14,3
Uulon of Soviet $ne
ciallst Ropublles 2 . 8 3 24 28] 4,
taly .. . o $ ~40.8] 41 ~3,
Portugal 4 10] 1.8 +31. 2 4 02,
in_. . 10 [ ~59, 8] - 00, 2 B Of 11,
{iveeco. [} 7 428, 6] 103,71 16 22 180,
Rumania. . 3 0f 492, 0] 279. 1 2 -3,
Yugosiavia, 07 321, 0 IBL 4 4 0] 442,
Tran.. .. 4 7l +68.9) 10,2 3 4] 438,
Turkeys ... ... . 4 11{+4-200. 0} +160.6] 10 20] -4,
British Indin (in-
eluding Burma). .| 29 41 440, 4] +7.1 59 a7t +14,
Philippine Islands. 80 93| <486, 9| :t,’l 94 092 ~2,
China. 3 450 —~15, 3] LT 47 62| +30,
18] +300. 0] ~54.0 2 2 —d,
230 :tl:t,ﬁ IO.S 127 181} +-27.
65 30,1 69 L8 9 18] 471,
200 +30.8] 23 17 -y 8 4114 7 1H w71,
4 487.3] 13 4 44, U 61 ~34,0 5 7 +47.2
Maoroceo ... .. 3 3 ~4.9] 3 31, —6.0] (736) 1 +900.2 1 +8.7
Unlon of Bouth
frica............. 49 0 417 70 6 —~14 3 22{4606.3] 16 20] 47,7
Other  nonngree-
ment countrios...| 23 34) 460.8] 33 36 46,9 18 21 478,60 23 34 4380

1 For statistleal purposos, trade with Austria heetnniug May 8, 1038, and trade with the Sudotan Aron
beginnlng Nov. 10, 1038, as far as ascertstnable, hag been fucluded with Germany, while trade with the
other Czecha-8lovak Provinees occupled by Germany, Hungary, sud Poland has beon included with these
countrics since Mar, 18 or 19, 1630,

k] l(utcllprixeal trado agroements with Turkoy and Vonesuels, bocatne offoctive on May 8and Deo. 16, 1939,
respectivoly,

3 8inco Aug. 6, 1939, a commerelal agreomeont has been In effect between the United States and the Boviet
Unlon undor which the lattor country oxpressed its infention to purchase annuully American goods to the
valuo of at least $40,000,000 and, on its part, tho Unitod States undortook to necord to the commorco of the
Soviet Union uncondltional most-favered-nation troatment,

GENERAL NOTE.~Per go ok have been caleulatod upon fuller figures in thousands of dollars,
Sotroo: Latest records of Divislon of Forelgn Trado Statistics, Bureau of Forolgn and Domestie Come
merce,

On the sidoe of imports, both groups of countrios also improved thelr position
during December. Imports from trade-agreement countries for the full yoar 1939
show an increase of 20,1 percent over 1038, compared to the increase of 17.5

ercent shown for 11 months, and imports from nonagreement countrios for the
ull year show an inorease of 15,6 percent, compared to the incrense of 13.2 percent
shown for 11 months,
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In the analysis of trade with the agreement and nonagreement countries during
the first 11 months of 1839, which was published in Commerce Re‘r:orts of January
20, 1940, ap)i')ropriate comments were made on the important changes that had
taken place in the composition and dircetion of the foreign trade of the United
States during that period, With few exceptions, theso comments are equally
applieable to the 12-month period, most of the tendencies previously shown
having continued throughout December.

In the latter month exports of aircraft were valued at $28,800,000, compared to
only $5,700,000 in the same month of 1938, the total increage for the yoar com-
pared 10 1938 having been $48,700,000. Exports of iron and steel semimanuface
tures, including scrap, and of advanced iron and steol manufactures also showed
heavy increases in December, which brought the total incresse shown by these
groups for the year up to $5"7,700,000 againgt an increase of $39,800,000 for 11
months. For meml-workin%]machinery, the increase in exports for the year was
$15,800,000, compared to the increase of $12,700,000 for 1l months, and for
lubricating oils $22,100,000 compared to $14,700,000. FExports of passenger
oars and motortrucks and accessories continued to docline in eeember, showin,
a docrease of $18,100,000 for the year, compared to the decrease of $12,300,003

for 11 months,
In thoe case of agricultural products, exports of raw cotton for 11 months were

$9,800,000 below the corresponding perfod of 1988, but the exceptional increase
of '$24,700,000 shown by December exports left a net inerease of $14,900,000 for
the fufl year, compared to 1938, Also, in the case of corn, Docembor shipments
were somewhat nbove the Decomber 1938 level, thercby slightly reducing the
decrease that had been shown for tho 11 months’ period.

On the side of imports, the only mejor products showing an appreclably
i greater rate of increase during Decombor than appeared for the first H) monthg
; of 1039 were crudo rubber and tin, Tor the full yoar, rubber imports inereased
$48,600,000 over 1938, whoroas for 11 months the Incresse was $34,600,000,
while tin imports increased $25,700,000, gainst an incroase of $17,000,000 for
11 months, .

Scnator Warsu, There is another question along this line. If two
particular industrics are operating in this country making entirely
different commodities, and if you undertake to make an agreement
with a foreign country, de you consider that one industry is not of
major consequence and another is of major consequence to our
country, and do you as a result make concessions to the foreign
! country as against the smaller or lesser important industry in order
| to get an increase in exports from this country of the other industry?
& Mr. Sayrm, Our viewpoint, Senator, is entirely a national view-

point. That is, we do not believe that'it is our business to favor one
section of the country or one section of industry as against another;
we try to be absolutely impartial, absolutely fair. Now, what wo
try to do, and I think we have succeeded in doing, is to lop off these
excessive tarifls in ways which will not injure any branch of American
: industry, American agriculture.
Senator Warsi. I heard you say that before, but is not that the
exact point with the rest of the countrics, in negotiating with them,
that they do not want to increase exports from this country in com-
*Jetition with their industry, and you are secking to prevent imports
rom another country that may be in competition with goods produced
here? 1Is not that their same ﬁoinb of view, and therefore do not you
have to reach a conclusion. whereby you say this industry is not as
important as another industry and thercfore make concessions?

r. Savrm. I do not think so, Senator. Our whole offort is to
lower thoso unjustifiable trade barricrs which are not of profit or
advantage to anybody. : .

Sena%or Warse. You are seeking, as they are sceking, to increase
exports ,

r, 8ayrn. To increase ther‘foreign trade.

.
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Senator WavLsn, To increase the foreign trade with this country.
'I}‘lhey urg{ seeking to increase foreign trade with their countries, are
they not

Mr. Sayre. We are secking to increase foreign trade, both exports
and dimports, under such conditions as not to injure competing domestic
producers.

. Stinabor WarsH, It is a pretty delicate position that you are in, I
think.

Mr. Sayru. I agroe with you, The Senator knows that.

Senator VanpeNBurag. A good deal depends upon the point of view.

Mr. Sayrg. A good deal depends on how it is administered. I think
if the Secrotary 0% State was & man who played politics or who began
favoring one section of the country as against another, then it would
be a disaster. '

Senator VanpenBrre. If he were a free trader on the one hand and
you had a bhigh protectionist on the other, you would have a totally
different administration of the act, would you not?

Mr. Sayru, I think the proof of the 9 years’ experience, in which
we have actually increased American foreign trade, both exports and
imports, strikingly and noticeably, as tho statistics show, without
injuring any branch of American industry or agriculture, is the proof
of the pudding and shows that this program has been a practical pro-
gram, the most practical program for incressing tradoe and building a
system of nondiscrimination throughout the world that this country
has ever adoptoed. :

The Cuainman. Doctor, let mo ask you a question. Some of our
farmer friends have made the flat assertion that there have been
reductions in duties on their products, that is, the products produced
by them, but not a single reduction of duties on articles which the
farmor bought, that is, on imports,

Mr. Sayrn, I am not sure that I eatch your point, Senator.

Tho Cuamman. For instance, the statement has been made that
all the reductions were against the farmer and in favor of the manu-
facturor, that the reductions, let us sa{, on corn, or any other farm
commodity, that many of them had been made under these trade
agreements, but that there had been ho reduction of anﬁthin which
was brought in, which the farmer did not produce and which l%e used.

Mr, Sayrs, That, 1 think, is based on a total misunderstanding
of the facts, sir. I have figures before me which disprove that striking-
ly. Of course, there were assertions which were bandied about that
farmers were sufforing because of greal imports of corn, because of
imports of wheat, and various other named commoditics, Many of
these wo have not touched in our trade agrecments, have not lowered
the duty on them, Now, there is again the assertion 1princi ally
hﬁ“"d that the trade-agreements program is selling agriculture down
the river.

The Cuairman. Yes; I hoard that.

Mr, SayrE. As you Took at the statistios you see what the actual
facts are. Of course, American agriculture is Feculiarly dependent
upon increasing foreign markets for agricultural surplus. Take our
.cotton, tako our wheat, take our rice, take our tobacco, and se forth,
and s0 on, we have great surpluses which must boe sold abroad. The
whole un&orlyini problem really of American agriculture is how to
find foreign markets for those agricultural surpluses, Now, one of
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the objectives of the trade-agreements program, of course, is to increase
foreign markets for American exports. 1 have before me here figures
which show the increases in exports of American products,

Senator Tarr. Is that the farm products?

Mr. Sayru, I am {going to read both farm products and nonfarm
Eroducts, to answer the question. These figures show th2 comparison

etween the 2-year average, 193435, as compared to 1938-89, Now
the increase of exports of agricultural products has been 40.9 percent
to trade-agreement countries, and to non-trade-agreemont countries
it has been a 26.4-percent decrease. That is to say, to the trade-
agreement countries we secured agricultural outlets to such an extent
that the agricultural exports increased practically 50 pereent, whereas
to the non-trade-agreement countries theagricultural exports decreased
26.4 percent.  In other words, to those trade-agreement countries we
secured increased outlets for agricultural goods to the extent of the
percentage that I gave you,

The Cuairman, I understand that,

Senator Tapr. Mr. Chairman, I just question that conclusion.
The figures do not prove anything, because we do not know what
countries they are, why they took them, why they increased or why
thay decrcased. Unless you study the wholo question, it does not
scem to mo that any of thesoe figures of what has gone to trade-agree-
ment or non-trade-agreement countries proves anything.

Mr. Sayre, If statistics are properly chosen I agree you can prove
almost anything by them, but may I give you my word from multi-
tudinous angles we have found that the trade has actually ineressed
to trade-agreement countries strikingly more than to non-trade-
agreement countrics.  We have all kinds of statistics on that.

Senator Tarr. In increasing imports to this country, 1 notice the
ﬁgures 1 havo scen show from 1923 to 1928 an average of about
$4,000,000,000 of jmports into the United States, and with all the
trade agroements we never got up beyond an average of about $2,400,-
000,000 bofore the war. You are comparing those figures with 1934~
36, but suppose you go back to 1927-28, then you would show a great
decrense in all countrics in the export of agricultural products, is not
that correct?

Mr. Sayre. I think so, sir. Just let me verify that. I have the
figures here, tho figures on agricultural exports and imports, if I can
turn my finger to it. \ .

The Cuamman, Doctor, the point I was trying to get at was
simply this, that the farmer has been informed that the duty has not
been chan?ged at all on anything thet he buys. Is that a correct
statemoent, ,

Mr. 8ayrz, No; that is not true, sir,

Senator Tarr. I do not want to go into this, Mr. Chairman., I
withdrew the question. Put in the rocord whatever you like,

Senator Davis, Mr, Chairman, I would like to ask a question.

The Cuairman, All right, Senator Davis, .

Senator Davis, Most of the questions I was about to ask have been
asked here by other distinguished gentlemen, but I would like to know
this: In your statement you made at the opening of your address here
before the committee, to the effpet that & number of trade unions, you
said, have endorsed your program, and labor men have endorsed your
program, I would like to know who they were. . ,

’
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Mr., Sayre, William Green has, siv. He made a statement before
the Ways and Mcans Committiee on behalf of the A, I, of 1.,

Senator Davis. e did make that on behalf of the A, F, of 1..?

Mr. Sayre. I believe so.

Senator Davis, 1 understand he just made it for himsclf personally,
and that the executive council of the A. I, of I.. that represents the
organization throughout the country is directing one of their members
to come here and testify that they are opposed to the trade agreements,

Mr. Sayre. I think his statement speaks for itsclf, sir,

Senator Davis, I looked into the record before the House, I read
the number of questions, The only other trade organization 1 could
see, that made any statement before the committee, is the Waltham,
Mass., Watch Workers Organization,

Senator Tarr, You mean the labor side of it?

Senator Davis, The labor side of it; yes,

Mr. Sayrnm. The C. 1. O. group also testified.

Sonator Davis. Who was 1t testified for the C. 1. O.?

Mr, Savip. They made a statement, I will correct that., They
made a statement but did not appear.

Senator Davis, Did they sign the statement?

Mr, Sayre. I do not know.

Senator Davis. There is another cuestion I would like to ask.
There has been submitted to me—and, of course, it does not apply now
to Japan, because we are at war with Japan, but a tariff reduction of
50 percont levied on imports from England, the wages came betweon
65 and 70 percent, and in some other countries from 30 to 35 percent,
a8 against comparable imports the wages, for instance, in Jupan were
only about 10 pereent of the wages in this country. That great
difference scems to me diseriminates against the workers in the United
States. 1 am referring to similar countries to Japan. The question
I propounded here was in regard to Ju[mn when we were not at war
with ecach other-—in normal times. The favored-nation clause with
Great Britain would apply to Japan just as well, would it not, with
that differential in wages, as 1 pomtuad] out to you awhile ago? 1 saw
in 1938 the most modern sheet and tin-plate mill in the world produc-
ing tin-plate there, where the wages were at a differential of 25 to 30
and 40 percent,

We know you make it in Pittsburgh, we know you make it in
Chicago and other citics, but we know that the transportation from
these mills that I have in mind is very little to get to the seaboard,
and the transportation from Britain to New York City into that par-
ticular market is chan{)er than it is by paying freight on it to go from
Pittsburgh down to Chicago. That same thing applies to the Pacific
coast, to the canning industry on the Pacific coast, I do not know
what you would do under thoso circumstances, and I would appre-
ciate it very much if you would tell me whether you have got escape
clauses to provido for those things that will be favorable to us?

Mr, Sayre, If I understand correctly your question, Senator, it is,
How can we protect the American standard of living against cheap
oricntal labor, against goods made by cheap oriental labor?

Senator Davis, That is right; with this differontial that I pointed
out to you.

Mr. Sayre. Bey ‘Bm'don?

. Senator Davis, With this differential in the wagos.
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Senator Tarr. And under the most-favored-nation clause.

Senator Davis. Yes; under the most-favored-nation clause. That
is the one thing that disturbs me about the reciprocal trade agree-
ments. Like Senator Taft said, and some of the other members, I
would like, inasmuch as we are in a war, to get some sort of a picture,
some sort of foundation in order to vote for this bill when it comes on
the floor of the Senate, but I cannot do it when the workmen of
America are going to be put in jeopardy.

My, Savrse, Of course, so far as Japan is concerned, Japan is out
of the running now, but I understand your question.

Your question is really how can we afford to extend the most-
favored-nation treatment to countries which have oriental, cheaply
paid labor making goods in competition with American goods.

Scenator Davis, Thatis right.

Mr. Sayrs. I think the answer, Senator, is this, that although the
money wages are manifestly higher in this country than in oriental
countries, and although the American standard of living is higher,
manifestly, in this country than in oriental countries, yet in order to
determine the problem which you put one must estimate the cost in
labor hours of & unit of production. For instance, if in America we
can produce, let us say, a given unit by far less labor hours than in
Japein that same unit can be produced, then we can afford to pay our
labor far more than the Japanese and yet undersell their product.

Senator Davis. Yes; but if the Japancse have the same modern
machinery that we have, and they work the same number of hours to
i)roduce it, and there is that great difference in wages, that is the point

want to get at. Let us omit Japan now, and {ake Britain, for
instance, with Britain producing at a differential of 35 or 40 percent
in wages.

Mr. Sayre. Of course, in Britain you have a much higher paid
labor than in Japan,

Senator Davis. That is correct, but even assuming that now.

Mr. Sayre. Yes. Let me go back to Japan just a moment, and
then I will come back to Britain, .

Senator D avis. All right.

Mr. Sayre. Even in Japan where labor was paid a few cents a day
do you remember that at times America actually exported.rice an
sold it in Japan? Why is it that America can sell on international
markets, world markets, goods in competition and undersell the
products of the labor of oriental countries? Isn't it because through
our mass-production methods in America, through our greater amount
of capital, throu%h our great natural resources, through our in-
ventiveness and the genius of American labor, we can produce with
far less labor hours the same products that are produced in other
countries, and by producing them with far less labor hours we can
pay that lesser number of laborers higher wages, higher real wages,
and yet undersell the product? .

Senator Tarr, Dr. Sayre, I absolutely deny the fact that you
stated, That simply is not true. You take the branch plants,
they were established by. American capitalists and they could under-
sell our own plants and bring the stuff in here. You said it was bein,
discouraged because there were exchange difficulties, that they coul
not get the profits into this country, but supposing the capital of
England does the same thing, the capital of Japan or the capital of
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somewhere else buys from us this mass-production machinery, surely
they can undersell us.

Mr. Sayre. They have not undersold us in commodity after
commodity which one might name.

Senator Tarr. They haven't gotten to that point where they need
to. Russia set up some modern plants, but they needed all the output
for Russia.

Mr. Sayre. In world markets one could name commodity after
commodity where foreign competition, with all the cheaply paid
labor, has not been able to undersell us.

Senator Tarr. That is only because they have not gone ahead on
this global theory. We are going to help them now to obtain all the
modern machinery and put the people to work.

Mr. Savrm. Even when they do I still bank on the American

enius,

& Senator Tarr. As long as the people will accept a lower standard
of living it seems to me the competition will be against us. Tako this
simple example that they ran into down in Puerto Rico. We raised
the minimum wage of the Puerto Ricans who were engaged in the
needlework industry, and they immediately moved their plants,
which do not take a great deal of capital, and there is absolutely no
way to maintain the needlework industry in Puerto Rico in time of
peace, and they do not have anything like our standard of living—I
think they are only paid half of the United States minimum wage—
and they cannot do it in competition with the Philippines and China.
There is a case where the labor is just as good in China and the
Philippines as in Puerto Rico.

Mr. Sayre, The needlework is very fine in China.

Scnator Tarr. I do not see how we can hope to get the effect of
our minimum wage laws and other measures to increase our standard
of living unless we at the same time protect them against foreign
competition,

Mr. Sayre, Of course, it all depends upon specific facts relating to
the trade, the industry, and the needs and characteristics of the
particular branch of production.

Senator Tarr. All I want to say on this is that we do not want
really to argue the general free trade and protection question here.

1. SAYrE. No.

Senator Tarr. All of us are willing to say during the war the tariff
is uncertain; I mean it has very little effect. 1 do not want to be
understood i)y not raising the questions as agrecing to a great many
of the statements that you made in your opening statement. I just
want that on the record.

I do want to ask one other thing. As I say, the question as to who
shall revoke these treaties that we have discussed has taken a good
deal of the discussion, but it seems to me we are getting ourselves in a
serious situation in this post-war conference if we leave in there that
3-year provision with power to make a binding treaty for 3 years after
the war, I do not see what would be the disadvantage of making
the treaties for a period of 1 year and indefinitely on until revoked.
If the act originally had been for 1 year, don’t you think it would have
worked out exactly the way it has worked out?

Mr, Sayrm, Of course, that is & suppositious quostion. What we
have been trying to do in this trade-agreoment program has been to
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build another method of international world trading to reduce trade
barriers and discriminations which were engulfing the world durin
the 1930’s. Unless we build on that principle of reduced barriers an
nondiscrimination, equal treatment to all, 1 think we are going to get
back again into the morass that drove us, as I see it, into the Second
World War.

Senator Tarr. I understand that, but if you made it revocable at
the end of 6 months after the cessation of hostilities, that is no more
than suggesting another escape clause in your sgreements practically,
because conditions in the post-war period are so different, fromn what
they are today, what they have been in the past. We ought to have
the right to revoke those treaties when those conditions do change
a8 they will necessarily, within 6 months after the war.

Mr, Sayre. But I am awfully eager to bind those foreign nations
to this more liberal economic nondiscriminatory system of trading.
If you make these agreements terminable 6 months after the war
you may agein get into this avalanche of trade restrictions that
were built up following the First World War. .

Senator Tarr. You say you are not going {o renew them, but if

. they can revoke a great bulk of the treaties 6 months after the war

they can revoke them now on 6 months’ notice, unless you are con-
templating making all the treaties over so as to tic up all the countries
just before the end of the war.

“ Mr, Sayre. We are not, sir; we are not. I think if Congress now

provided that trade agreements should be terminable 6 months after.

the making, you would make less firm the ground for this more
liberal system, this nondiscriminatory system of which I spoke, and
which I think is the cssential and all-important basis upon which to
build the peace settlements. ‘

Senator Tarr. I have only one other question, Dr. Sayre, Secre-
tary Hull in the House testified that reductions made this fer affect
63 percent, or nearly two-thirds of our dutiable imports, and that the
63 percent that had been affected had been reduced by 43 percent.
In other words, the 63 percent of items have been reduced to 57 per«
cent of normal. Don’t you think if we continue this very long it
practically is equivalent to reducing the tariff 50 percent on the

moot-Hawley rates, and are not we rapidly reaching the point, and
is not that the practical effect, the ultimate effect, of the trade-agree-
ments programs, as far as we ourselves are concerned?

Mr. Sayre, If that can be done without injury to the American
domestic producers, then I would go with you. I know that it is not
in Secretary Hull’s mind to take steps which would result in injury
to American domestic producers.

Senator VanpenserG. How about Henry Wallace? |

Mr. Sayre. Who? .

Senator Vanpensrre, Henry Wallace. .

Mr. Sayre. 1 do not believe, and I do not think the Vice President
believes, that the act means 50-percent free trade,

- Senator Dayis, Dr. Sayre, don’t you think that the productive
powers now in these countries, especially those that we are at war
with, Germany and Italy, the small industrial works that Italy has,
and Japan, and especially in the Manchurian district of China that
the Japs have taken over, and Manchuris which they are modernizing,
when they are prepared to go in opeération, will not the competition
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be more keen and the American wage system will be sort of jeopard-
ized when they can produce in com?petition with us, unless we have
the proper protection hore for them

Mr. Sayre. I do not believe so, sir. I believe at the end of the
war the enemy countries will be in a state of utter collapse, an
think it will be some time before they can produce in a way which will
compete heavily against our own country.

Senator Davis. Japan has some of the most modern mills, and also
some of the small mills in which they can operate, and with their great
differential in wages, if we are going to try to pacify them after this
war is over, I do not sce how.we..can.¢ompete at all on the Pacifie
coast. Then what wouldithe people do on the Pacific coast, and what
would the people do.up in other parts of the countyy? Henry Kaiser
started a good deal of work out there, and the Beothlehem Steel in
Seattle, and these other developments on the Pacific coast, I do not
believe they will have a chancg at all to compete with the:competition
they will haye from Asi&, ;> %, ¥ i

Mr. Saygm. I think,sir, it will be seme time before the enemy coun-
tries after.the war wﬁ] be able to, enter'into competition, because I
suspect they will be in such'ttter collapse, Iamg@pogulating. Nobody
knows. Jt depends on how,the war ends, how rapidly the,enemy
collapses.. ) i A . Y k)

Senator Davis. You probably ‘have begn athrough the industrial
works injGermany; D RERCCT Ra N = 3

Mr. Sayre. I haye beentiin Japanj, too. . x

Senator Davis. i know” 1. have been!in.practicelly’ every large
industrial: organization,.in Germenyy-apd J know:their machinery is
equal to the machinery that we have in the United Btates. J do not
know what their productive powers-are now, I am.dnformed,that they
are not equal, to the United.Btites now. - o

Mr, SavrE4,Of course,ag.you kngw, siljsneither with Germeny,
nor with Italy, ngr with Japan wers-we able to make trade agreements
before the war breke out, because they were unwil?pg to go with us
in this nondiscriminstgry structure that 1 have so.often been referring
to. Whether they will ‘afger the war I do potvknow. If they do, it
will be a great thing gained, ahd-if-theysdo ot there will be no making
-of any agreement with them. .

Senator Davis, Competition was great with Japan on the question
-of producing even an American flag. If you attended a dinner they
presented you with an Americen flag, and if you turned the corner of
1t up you saw “Made in Japan,” If we cannot compete with them
in making our own flags, what are we going to do in the other lines
of business?

Senator MiLuigkIN. Mr. Chairman, may I ask & question, please?

The CrairmMan. Yes, Senator. )

Senator MiLLikiN. Dr. Sayre, I think most everyone within con-
stitutional limitations and possibly other safeguards, would like to
see 8 botter state of 'world cooperation after this war is over. Now,
it seoms to me that we have several chips in that game. We have
gold, we have silver, we have armies in the field, we will have certain
moral inspirations to offer, we will also have trade relations. Why
should we put those chips out on the table before we know who is
going to play in the game, what the cards are going to be? Why
should not we preserve some sensible limitation that will enable us to
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sit there and trade with the hardest tradesin the world, with our chips
in our hands, where we will not get ready to commit them until we
know what the game is going to be, who is going to play the game and
what the hands are that the various people hold?

My, Sayre. My own feeling is that we ought to insure our position
as against the kind of thing following the Second World War which
followed the First World War. You remember what & tremendous
wave of cconomic isolation, economic nationalism swept the world
following the First World War.

Senator Tarr. I do not care about that. It seems to me 1920 was
a very cooperative period, with higher trade than we ever enjoyed at
any time before or since, and a marked participation in America in the
Dawes plan, in the Young plan, in every possible way to work out
the economic problems of Europe. I digpute the premise on which
this whole story is based.

Senator MrLuixiN. It seems to me, Doctor, if this system is a
helpful system it is mutually helpful, and therefore it is something
that is highly desirable by the other parties to the trade, and there-
fore it is a card or a chip that we have to ])lay, and it scems to me we
should not precommit that card, we should not precommit that chip

rior to the time that we know what the game is, who is going to sit
1n it, the cards and the chips that they have in. their hands.

Mr. Savra. Yes; but don’t you believe that American export trade
should be so guarded against the kind of discriminations which were
built up against it following the First World War?

Senator MiLLikiN. I am just pursuing the premise that Istarted out,
that world cooperation is desirable, that we should retain within our
own hands every instrumentality for achieving it at the time that we
can achieve something, if it can be achieved, and that that is one of
the cards, one of the blue chips.

Mr. SavrE. My point is that we have got to build up this system of
economic cooperation if we are going to win the peace which follows
the Second World War. Now, to do that, to secure economic coopere-
tion we have got to agree on nondiscrimination as against foreign
googs just as we ask for nondiscrimination as against American
goods.

Senator MiLLikinN, Doctor, I should like to suggest, as hateful as.
the thought is, that the time may come at the peace table when we
might say we will not cooperate with this, that or the other nation
with whom we now have trade treaties unless they do so and so and so,
and we refuse to cooperate,

Mr. Savre. And that refusal to cooperate, I greatly fear, would set
the stage for the kind of history which followed the First World War.

Senator Mirrixin. I suggest that we do not go into that peace con-
ference with sanctions; we will get nothing out of it. I say this is one~
of our sanctions.

Mr, Sayra. I think nobody is n.rﬁuing against sanctions, but T think
entering into agreements against discrimination, agreements for fair
treatment all along the line of international trade, against the kind of
digeriminatory practices which helped to set the stage for the Second
World War, unless we build the stage for cooperation and fair treat-
ment, unless we insure our position, we are running grave dangers of
repenting the mistakes which weke made following the First World
‘War, Sty C i IVARTN
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The Cuairman. If there are no other questions, Doctor, we thank
you very much.

Senator BurLer. Mr. Chairman, just one or two very simple
questions,

The CaairMaN. Senator Butler,

. Senator BurLer., We have, I think, 30 or 31 agreements, so {far as
we are concerned with, and all of them carry the so-called favored-
nation clause. Is that right, Doctor?

Mr. Savre. Yes; except for the Cuban agreements, they all contain
the most-favored-nation clause.

Senator BurLer. Now, is there, on the part of the other contracting
parties, uniformity in that respeet?

Mr. Sayre. Absolutely.

Senator BurLer., And any treaty that they make with us is appli-
cable to all the others on their part?

Mr. Sayre. These trade agreements provide that there shall be no
digscrimination of one against the goods of the other, that there shall
be equality on both sides, I will read them to you if you arc interested.
The same provisions are applicable to both sides.

Senator VanpENBERG, That is not the question.

Senator BurLer. No;I am not asking that question.

Take the treaty with the Argentine, if we agree on a certain rate
on a certain article and Argentina is shipping the same article to
several other countrics, do they make the samerate to them they make
tous? Are they obliged to do that?

Senator VanpENBERG. They generalize the same as we do,

Mr. Sayre, Yes; these provisions are to the effect that all the com~
modities covered in the schedule shall be admitted at such and such a
rate, and that the rate shall be no higher than that charged against
similar goods from any other country.

Senator VANDENBERG, I do not think that is an answer to the
Senator’s question.

Mz, Sayre. Maybe I did not get it.

Senator VANDENBERG. If we grant to Argentina a favor, we have
to generalize to all the favored nations, don’t we?

Mr. Sayre, Of course, we do under‘our policy, we do to everybody
who does not discriminate against us.

Senator VANDENBERG, Is Argentina required to generalize to
everybody else the advantages, say, that come to us in a given trade?

. SAYRE. If she makes a reduction in a tariff rate to an American
commodity, for instance, she cannot grant a lower rate to another
nation without violating the agreement.

Senator VANDENBERG. Does she have to give that same reduction
to everybody else? ‘

Mr. Sayre. Might she charge a higher rale ageinst some other
country?

Senator VANDENBERG, Yes.

Mr. Sayre, That is & matter of policy, whether she chooses to do so.

Senator BurLer. That is the part I was trying to get at.

Senator Tarr, Do you know what the policy is with these different
fgountr%es? How many of them take the same position as the United

tates

- Senator BurrLer, Is there any single one of the 30 nations that
follows the same policy that we do in that respect, or are we the
-only one?
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Mr. Sayre. No; the great majority of nations follow the most-
favored-nation polic}i;

Senator BurLer. They do as regards to us. Now, our agreements
are made by executive action which is not subject to legislative
approval but to executive approval, How many of the 30 nations
execute the agreement with us in a like manner, and how many of
them are subject to legislative approval?

Mpr. Sayre, There are very few of them in which the parliament
has granted to the executive such powers as are granted by Congress
to the President under the Trade Agreements Act, In many of the
nations you have parliamentary responsibility. In the case of no
trade agreement has there been any refusal by the other power to
approve the agreement as negotiated. In every one the parliament
has given ratification or sanction of the agreement where needed.
That, of course, is very differont from our comstitutional set-up.
In our country, as you know, very few, in fact in our whole history
only three tariff treaties have secured Senate ratification and actually
entered into effect,

Senator Tarr, Won't you make it four, the cut in the Second
Carsygian Treaty? The Canadians may not have approved it but
we did.

Mr. Sayrp. Yes.

Senator BurLer. Now, as to the cancelation clause, we have spent
most of the day here talking about our power to cancel.

Mr. Sayru. These escape clauses, you mean?

Senator BurLer. Yes. [If Argentina, or some of the other 30 nations,
wanted to cancel, is it the same proceeéing with them as with us?

Mr. Sayre. Yes.

Senator Burrir, They could give a 6-months’ notice to quit at
any time?

Mr. Sayre. Yes. The provisions are reciprocal on both sides.

Senator BurLer, We do not think any the less of them because
they have got that privilege.

Mr. Sayre. The trade agreement itself provides that either party
shall, on 6 months’ notice have the right to terminate after the
running of the 3-year or other initial period.

Senator VANDENBERG., I suppose it is an axiom in your thinking,
Dr. Sayre. When you constantly repeat Congress has heretofore been
reluctant to ratify some of these ancient trade agreements, I suppose
it is an axiom in your thinking that any time Congress plans to ratify a
trade agreement it is wrong? :

Mr. Sayre. No; I haven't for one moment passed on the wisdom or
the propriety or the justice of these failures to ratify., What I have
said has simply been that as a practical method for getting thin%s
done experience does not seem to show that it has worked too well.
T was just looking at the question of what is practicable.

Senator VAnpENBERG. From your viewpoint.

. Mr. Sayre. Noj; from the point of view of expanding foreign trade.
I do. say that not much foreign trade has been expanded by treatics
ratified by the Senate in the past 100 years. I do say American
foreign trado has been strikingly expanded and promoted by trade
agreements in the last 9 years.

Senator VANDENBERG, At least it hds been expanded during the
last 9 yoars, you say? .
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Mr. Sayre. It has been expanded during the last 9 years much
more rapidly with the trade-agreement countries than with the
non-trade-agreement countries.

Senator VANDENBERG. They are tho only countries with which we
have mich trade anyway. .

Mr. Sayre. No, sir,

Senator Tarr, I want to ask you in regard to your table. That
has reductions relating to 1934-35. They are related also to the
time that these treaties went into effect, and how much of this in-
creage occurred before the treaties went into cffect and how much
afterward? .

Mr, Sayre, The comparison is of trade in 1938-39 with trade in
1934-35, when only a few agreements had become effective.

Senator Tarr. The figures are in the House record, are they?

Mr. Sayre. They are, sir. Then, we have comparisons also as
between 193940, and a lot of different comparisons, sir.

Senator Tarr. I wonder if, for instance, you had 1934-35, and then
the treaty was made in 1937, whether you claimed all the increase in
193435 up to 1937 as well as that after 1937, or whether the figures
arc based on what happened since the making of the treaty.

Mr. Sayre, The figures compare total trade with agreement and
nonagreement countries in 1938-39, during which period 16 agreements
wero In offect, with such trade in 1934-35, when only a fow agreements
had been entered into,

Scnator MiLLikiN. Mr. ‘Chairman, may I ask one more question?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, Senator.

Senator MILLIKIN. In this question of injuring the domestic pro-
ducors, that is a relative test, is it not?

Any time you allow a comparative product to come into the country
there is injury to the domestic producer?

Mr. Sayre. No, sir,

Senator MiLLikin, Will you explain that?

Mr. Savre. There are many goods that we do not produce in this
country.

Senator MiLLixin, Take a parallel product, one that we do produce
in this country.

Mr. Savrm, There again it depends on your markets. I think
there is a very current misconception that markets are static or fixed,
and that whenever a competing foreign product comes in you bar or
eliminate an equal amount of American labor which might have been
employed in the production of that product.

Senator MiLLIkIN. Is that not true, unless there is a shortage?

Mr, Sayre. That is quite a misconception, Senator. arkets
repeatedly expand and contract. There have been some very striking
figures which the Tariff Commission gathered showing that as trade
expands, as you have increased exports and imports, so money wages
to industrial workers increase, so employment increases, so agricul-
tural income increases, and that when, on the other hand, your
foreign trade drops off, as it did between 1929 and 1932, at the same
time your employment drops off, your money wages drop off, your
incomes to the agriculturists drop off. I have charts here which
show in a striking way the correlation between those factors.

Senator MiLLikiN, I do not want to go into the charts. But do
those charts show that where thero is a surplus of a given product on
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our domestic market that an importation of the same product does
not injure our domestic producer?

Mr. Sayre. If there is & surplus? The point I am trying to make
is when you have brisk trade, unhindered by trade barriers, that is
the time your mills run, your domestic sales increase, your foreign
imports and exports increase

Senator MrnugiN, I admit if there is a shortage you might not
have a demonstrable injury if we have imports, but I am asking you
if you have anything to show if there is & surplus the importation of a
comparable product into this country does not injure our domestic
producer. If you have I certainly would like to see it.

Mr. Savre. Of course, when you have the surplus you do not get
the importations. Surpluses mean depressed prices ordinarily. Ygou
are not going to have foreigners shipping goods in with depressed

rices.
P Senator MinLikiN, It depends entirely on the differential,

Mr, Sayre. There may be exceptional cases, but ordinarily it
seems to work that way.

Senator MiLLikiN, So that injury, in your thinking, may be, you
might say, a relative term?

Mr, Sayre. I would say so in the ordinary case of imports. In
the first place, a great quantity of imports are noncompetitive, as you
recognize of course. Competitive commodities of imports are not
likely to b(lavlgerat, if you have a surplus domestic Sroducbion.

Senator Miruikin, The imports themselves could create a surplus.

Mr. Sayre. Of course, there may be imports which do injure, and
that is the kind of thing which we are trying to prevent under the
operation of the trade agreements.

Senator MiLLikiN, Does not the importation of any parallel product
tend to create a surplus in the market?

Mzr, Sayre. It all depends on the local condition,

Senator MiLLikix. So that injury to business may be entirely rela-
tive, such as cutting a man’s five fingers off as distinguished from slash-
ing his throat from ear to ear. '

r. Savyee. In the trade-agreements program we try not to make
concessions which are injurious, That is painstakingly done.

Senator MirLixin. I hope you remember that the next time I come
around to argue the wool situation with you.

The CuairmAN, If there are no further questions, Doctor, we thank
you very much, '

Are there any other witnesses who desire to be heard?

Senator VANDENBERG. There are some witnesses who may desire
to be heard, Mr. Chairman, depending upon developments.

The CrairmMaN. I mean who are in the room here now.

Senator VANDENBERG, Yes, sir; there are some in the room, but
I do not think they wish to be heard this evening,

The Cuamman. I think the only thing is to meet tomorrow at 10
o’clock., If there is to be testimony given tomorrow morning it will
have to be restricted & good deal, and any witness who may wish to
do so will have the privilege to file a brief with the committee. The
committee will be glad to have it. /

(Whereupon, at 4:45 p. m., an adjournment was’taken until 10
8. m., Tuesday, May 18, 19435 '
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TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1948

Unitep STATES SENATE,
CommirTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10 a. m,, in
room 312, Senate Office Building, Scnator Walter F. George (chair-
man) presiding. . .

:il‘he CuamrMaN. All right, gentlemen, the committee will come to
order.

Senator Wavrss. Mr. Chairman, I would like to put a telegram in
the record, if I may, received from the International Jowelry orkers
Union, American I'ederation of Labor, of Waltham, Mass., in opposi-
tion to this bill. Since this telogram is very important, I would like
to read it to the members of the committee, if I may.

The Cuamman. Yes, Senator Walsh.

Senator Warsu (reading):

May 17, 1943,

Senator Davin 1. WarsH,

Senate Office Building, Washington, D, C.:

_ See by newspapers that Senate Finance Committee voted in executive segsion
to hold one-sided hearings by allowing only Government agencies to testify before
committee on extension of reciprocal trade pacts; 293 members of our union
fighting in armed forces to preserve principles of democracy‘ 2,600 members of
our union are faced with loss of their jobs by transfer of their job ogportunities
to Switzerland. Over 5,000,000 watches imported during 1942 into this country;
this is four timos the output of all American watch factories during 1942, Our
members 100 percent on war work proﬂdinF timin(ig instruments and timing de-
vices for our armed forces. Congressional fecord of TFriday, May 7, carries
statement in it quoting Milo Perkins, Dircotor of Economic Warfare, stating that
“all steel and brass going into Swiss watches are imporied from Germany.”’
American public by allowing Swiss watches to come into this country made of
steel and brags from Germany are helping Hitler finance his war. Our union
unanimousliy voted Monday, May 10, to do everything in its power to bring
about legislation that would force importers to make importer’s landed cost
equivalent to cost of American competitive production, Our executive committes
unanimously voted this noontime to urge you havo Senate Finance Committee
reconsider its undemocratic action of not allowing us to present our case to your
full committee. Appreciate any support you may give us in this fight for the

existence of our job.
WarraaM Wared Workers Uniown, No. 72,
Afiiliated with the International Jewelry Workers Union of American
Federation of Labor,
By Warter W. CENERAZZO
President and Business Agent.
The Cramrman. Is there any witness present who wishes to be

heard?
61
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STATEMENT OF CHARLES W. HOLMAN, SECRETARY, NATIONAL
COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION

The Cuairman. Mr. Holman, wo would appreciate it if you would
not repeat the arguments that are already in the record in the House,
because we have them before us. o

Mr. Howman, 1 will endeavor not to do so, sir. I only want to
speak directly to one point.

The Cuaimman. Yes, sir.

Mr, HotmaN, My name is Charles W. Holman, 1731 1 Street,
Washington, D, C. I am secretary of the National Cooperative
Milk Producers Federation, That, Mr. Chairman, is a Nation-wide
organization of dairy cooperatives owned and controlled exclusively
by the farmers who reside in 41 States.

I desire to appear this morning on just one point in connection with,
the proposed leﬁislm:ion, and that is in support of the {)rinciple of
termination of the agreement by the will of Congress in the post-war
period at some convenient date, like 6 months after the close of hos-
tilities. Our people, as you know, Senator, have been deeply con-
cerned in this legislation ever since the beginning of it in 1934, ~ They
feel that there are some great and basic principles of government
involved which go far beyond the realm of statistics. The statistical
measurement is impossible to obtain with any degree of accuracy at
the present time.

Everybody knows that the price effect of the one thousand one
hundred-oddy duties that have been cut under this program will not
be felt until after the war. Even if they were felt at the present time
we would be more interested in the question of a return to what we
believe the constitutional process than the tariff effect itself,

However, I would like to file with the committee some material
here that is very short, that I did not present before the Ways and
Means Committee*of the House, on the point of what the State
Department sometimes called the triangular effect of these trade
agreoments. In the 3-year study which we made and laid before
the committee we showed that so far as the then 21 agreements were
concerned with the 21 countries, the balance of trade was just about
equal, but when the generalization feature was added to these trade
agreements, the United States Government, our people, came out
very distinctly in the red in the balance of trade.

Now, the most interesting example of that is a study which we
have just completed to show how Japan, which has not signed any
trade agreement with us, has benefited by the existence of the other
trade agreements. This study covers the imports into this country
for the year 1939 which, as Dr. Sayer will tell you, is the last year
where any data are relinble. It shows that Japan shipped us in imports
on which duties were reduced through other trade agreements,
$15,828,000 worth of goods; on bound duties, $6,847,000, and the
value of imports which were not affected or which were free amounted
to $131,207,000, and imports on which the status of the duty was
questionable, $3,693,000. . ‘ . :

Now, Mr. Chairman, the point is this: These imports from Japan
were somewhat greater than the entire imports from France and all
of her colonies, and France is oné of the countries that entered into
trade agreements with us. 1 would like to file the entire table for
the record, sir, with your permission. ‘ R
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The Crarman, Yes; you may do so.
(The matter referved to is as follows:)

MimoraNpuM T0 MR, HoumaN
May 5, 1943,
Subject: An aualysis of the effect of the trade agreements program on imports
from Japan in 1939, )

1. Total imports from Japan in 1939 amounted to $161,095,302,

2. Two hundred and twenty-three commodities, valued at $25,000 or more
each, re{)resented 8 valuation of approximately $157,000,000, or 97 percent of
the total.

3. Raw silk which came in free and was not affected by the trade agrcements
program amounted to approximately $107,000,000,

4. An analysis of the remaining $50,000,000 worth of items, worth more than
$25,000 cach, shows the following:

(@) Duty reductions on 15.8 millions,

(4) Duty bound on 6.8 millions,

5 7(c) igtn‘cus of duty questionable, due to valuation and other qualifications, on
.7 millions,

(d) Value of remainder, not affected by trade agreements, 23,7 millions,

5. In summary, of this $157,000,000 total of imports from Japan iu 1939, which
represented 97 pereent of tomi imports from Japan, all but 23.7 millions, or 15.1
percent, either came in duty free or had their duty status affected by the trade

agreements program,
W. P, Corron.

Value of principal imports from Japar in 1939 including those on which duty con-
cessions were made as a resull of the generalizalion of trade agreements 1

["Tbousands of dollars]

Value of
tmportson| Valueof [ Yalucof o Value of
. which fmports imports imzwrts
Group of commoditics Autles daty "no: 4 dﬂt{l us of
y . H affecte uty ques.
worere- | Bowid | Torfres | tionable

Chemieals, olls, and paints.. ... ... ... R
Earths, earthenwaro, and glassware.
Motals and manufactures of..
Wood and manufacturesof ... . ...
Sugar, molasses, and manufactures o
Agricultaral products and provisions
8pirits, wines, and other bovorages. .

otton manufactures................
Flax, hemp, jute and manufactures of. .
Wool and manufastures of
Rawsllk. ...,
8itk manufactures R RN
Manufactures of rayon or other synthetic textile.
Paperand books......... ...l -

Sundnies.......
Total.... - 15, 828 6,847
Qrand Lot . . ..o i, 17,878 | eeaees en

1 The above tablo takes into account more than 97 percent of the imports from Japan,

‘Bource: U, 8. Tariff Commission, Washington, *United States Imports for Consumption of the Prin.
cipal Commodities Imported from Japan,” July 1941,

Mr. HoLMaN. I want to say that we feel if these agreements con-
tinue unrestrained and unaffected by ‘the advice and the consent of
the Congress for another 3 years, making 12 years in all, that the prin-
éiple of fmvin‘g one man control our foreign trade will be so imbedded
into the Government that it may be difficult for Congress ever again
t0 régain that prerogative, We feel also that when theve is a return
to free commeree, if ever, the only people in this country who ure going



64 EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT

to like these trade agreements will be the international manufacturers
who today prefer to put their plants out in countries of cheap produc-
tion and bring their manufactured products in here at lower duties,
and international bankers who finance the international manufacturers,

That completes my direct statement, sir, and I wish to thank the
committee for its courtesy.

The CrarrMan. Thank you very much, Mr. Holman.

Is there any other witness present who wishes to appear hefore the
committee?

STATEMENT OF FRANCIS A, ADAMS, NEW YORK, N. Y,

The Cuamman. Did you appear before the Ways and Means
Committee?

Mr. Apams. I did not, sir, I just wanted to be very brief, if I
could, and submit for the consideration of the committee in printed
form what I call a timetable of the tariff of the world.

It covers November 11, 1918, Armistice Day, when Great Britain,
France, Italy, Japan, Canada, Australia, and all of the other nations
that were joined together as allies in the World War were free to re-
sumo their individual courses as sovereign countries. They all took
immediate steps intended to improve their own commercial s atus.

The United States of America did not make peace with Germany on
November 11, 1918, as our country had déclared war independently
on April 6, 1917, and did not conclude a separate peace until July 1921,

The United States of America was the prize market for all of the
world then and since. In 1920 the United States enacted the Kmer.
gency Tariff Act, popularly known as the Anti-Dumping Act, to pro-
tect this country to some extent from the flood of goods from all over
the world.

In 1922 the Fordney-McCumber Tariff Act, the first general tariff
act since the Underwbod Tariff Act of 1913, in Wilson’s first admin-
istration, was enacted. More than 60 percent of items in the Fordney-
McCumber Aet were on the free list.  On the dutiable list, the average
duty was less than 40 percent and billions of dollars worth of foreign
merchandise entered this country,

In 1930, following 10 years of world-wide unsettled trade conditions
and political upheavals, currency depreciations and complete failure
of countries to pay cven token installments on international debts,
the United States of Americh, still the “Happy dumping ground”
for all the world, revised its tarifis to protect, in some measure,
American labor and industry and for the general welfare.

The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act in 1930 corrected some flagrant
inequalities in the duties. The bill still provided for the {ree entry
of more than 80 percent of all items and on the remainder the average
duty was under 44 percent. The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act is still
in force as the general tariff measure and under its 13 years of opera~
tion more than $50,000,000,000 worth of goods have been imported.

In 1934 the Smoot~Ifawley Act amendments gave emergency power
to the President to cope with the world-wide depression. The Trade
Treaty Agreement Act was part of the measure. .

In 1937, and again in 1940, there was an extension of this with
minor modifications, in an unlimited emergency, and the trade agree-
ments were extended. ‘

} .
.
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In 1943 these trade agreements are now up for reconsideration,
The United States is at war against Germany, Italy, Japan, and their
satellites. The Trade Agreement Act should be extended for the
duration and a year beyond, as an emergency measure, with duties .
based on American domestic valuation, the only values we know. :

This Time Table of World Tariff Changes shows that the United
States of America has not led in restrictions, but, in fact, has followed
with moderate changes, after other nations took action. We do not
have to tie our hands agam to prove we are good neighbors or that we
are the world’s greatest traders—the record proves it.

In the period 1922 to 1942 this country did a world business of
$128,000,000,000 in imports and exports.

Thank you, sir, for your courtesy.

The Cuareman, All right.

STATEMENT OF .FREDERIC BRENCKMAN, WASHINGTON
REPRESENTATIVE, THE NATIONAL GRANGE

The Caamman. Did you appear before the Ways and Means
Committeo?

Mr. Brenoxuman. I did, yes, sir; but 1 am not going to repeat any
of the testimony I gave over there.

Mr. Chairman, my name is Fred. Brenckman and I am the Wash-
ington ropresentative of the National Grange. Let me say that the
National Grange has always been in favor of forcign trade under proper
conditions, We have never been opposed to true reciprocity, by
which we mean an exchange of goods or commodities on a basis that
is muiually beneficial or advantageous. However, we have never
been able to reconcile ourselves to the provisions of the Trade Agree-
ments Act nor to the manner in which it has been administered.

"The Grange opposed the enactment of this law in 1934 on the ground
that the sweeping delegation of legislative authority it contains is
wholly at variance with the American concept of government, and
that it violated both the letter and the spirit of the Constitution. On
each occasion whon the act came up forf renewnl we opposed it for the
SAIMO reason,

While this measure has already been disposed of by the House, we
trust that before it is finally passed Congress may take steps to vindi-
cale its ancient and fundamental right to be something more than a
mere spectator in matters relating to the tariff and the formulation of
our policies with reference to foreign trade.

¢ hold that any plan that robs the chosen representatives of the
people of one of their most important functions, reducing them to
impotency, and which wrongfully delegates this power in ils entirety
to the exceutive department of the Government, cannot be success-
fully defended as liberal, constitutional, or American.

While one of the declared purposes of the Trade Agreements Act
was o develop an outlet for our farm surpluscs, as the act has been
administered 1t has had the opposite effect. Under the workings of
this act, farm imports have greatly increased, while our ekxports of
agricultural commodities have shown a sharp decline. During the
B-year period from 1936 to 1940, both inclusive, our food imports
averaged nearly 250 percent of food exports.
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. With the permission of the chairman I would like to file some sta-
tistical matter in_that?connection, which sots forth the situation in
somo detail. «lin i, v aan

The Cuamrman. Youmay do so; ves, sir.
(The table referred to is as follows:)

Record of annual imports and exports of food and beverage products by 5-year-average
partods—1921-40 with ratio of tmports to exports

{In thousands of dollars)

1921-26 1926-30 | 1031-38 1636-40

IMPORTS
80,271 | 125,084 &4,734 90, 761

5, 560 15,872 2,708 15, 638
19, 201 33,3566 12,247 28,004
0 300 601

........... 18
28, 114 31,700 13,167 13,013
20, 274 86,711 24,442 30,810
2,670

00. Animals and animal products ...

A, Anfmals...._...
B. Meat products. ...
C. Animal olls and fats..

F. Other....... 7,084 7,831 1,867
1, Vegetabls food products and beverages. . 738,880 | 778,693 | 445,100 574,368
A, Gralns 32,611 24,487 28,214 44, 34
B, Fodders and feeds..... 0 14,796 6,680 11,318

7, 901
26,272 40,077 17,914 19,41

C. Vegotabloy and proparation:
75,499 84,868 ‘!i?, 33; 89, 90:

D, Fruits and nuts.......

B. Vegetable ofls and fats. , 001 15, 665 " 17, 60
F, Cocoa, coffec, and tea 203,100 | 356,706 | 178,707 101, 968
G. 8plees. . ) 3,742 , 577 12,50

308,517 | 223,100 122: 620 162, 63

H. Sugar a
2,215 1,717 20,099 66, 28!

L. Beverages.

EXPORTS
00. Animals and animal produets . ... ......ocooeiiii 342,348 | 234,126 81,072 67, 366

0, 668 1,981 406 49
130, 833 77,988 28,723 26, 40¢
138, 462 | 109, 996 34,427 17,14

30, 100 17,447 7,108 7, 87:
17, 961 19,041 10, 268 14,09

A, Anlmals_ ...
B. Meat produet:
C. Animal oils and fats
D. Dalry produots.
E, Figh.

5, KHigh. . __.....

F. Other 9, 20?: 6,772 1,020 1,33
1. Vegetable food products and beverages. .. ...... ......... 674,083 | 819,651 | 171,087 226,272
A. Graing. ... 474,202 [ 318,570 85, 302 104, 62

B, Fodders and fee 26, 730 7,3 0,412 0, 73

C, Vegetables and preparations. .. L 10, 086 22,067 9, 571 15, 30«

D. Fruits and nuts.....__. .. 82, 808 122,234 84,798 76,11
10, 085 3,511 1,811 3,342

=

. Vegetablo oils and [ats
. Cocoa and coftes. ..
G, Splees. ool

. Sugars and related products
1. Beverages

7,204 5,527 2,214 2,749
827 724 149 2

51, 526 18,052 8,571 10, 444

1,309 1,610 1,139 3,720

faef

Imports:
g 89,271 | 125,084 64, 734 90, 761
- 738,885 | 778,603 | 445,199 574, 365
TEOMBY e e e 828,126 | 003,777 | 499,033 668, 126
Exports:
'00 . 342,348 | 234,126 81,072 67, 368
674,083 | 519,651 | 171,087 226,272

1.

Total. | esuunno. 1,016,481 | 753,777 252,120 283, 627
Ratio imports of exports.. . . : 81.4 110.8 108.2 - 22,5

Mr. BreNckMAN. As an illustration of the lengths to which we have
gone in sacrificing the interest of the United States in negotiating these
agreements, the concessions we made to the Argentine went into force
30 days after the exchange at Washington of the instrument of Argen-
tine ratification and the proclamation of the President of tho United
States. But it wae stipulated in,the agreement that certain con-

.
’

‘ '
i
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cessions made to us should become effective only by “stages.”  Under
this arrangement, it was agreed that on cortain articles concessions
made (o us by the Argentine should not go into force until Argentine
receipts from customs duties should exceed $270,000,000 in any cal-
endar year, That sum represented the average tarifl revenues of the
Argentine from 1931 to 1940. Under this plan, the “concessions”
made to us by the Argentine on the particular articles in question
have not become effective, although all of our concession went into
force on November 15, 1941. We do not believe that Congress
would have sanctioned any such lopsided arrangement as that.

Various amendments are being suggested to the Trade Agreements
Act to protect the interests of the Nation and to bring this picce of
legislation into some semblance of harmony with the Constitution,
From the beginning, the National Grange has taken the position that
these trade agreements are treaties in reality, and that they should be
ratified by the United States Senate before taking effect. At the very
least, the act should be so amended as to make it possible for Congress
to disapprove by a majority vote of cach House trade agreoments
deemed contrary to the best interests of the American people.

Under the flexible proviso of the Tariff Act, Mr. Chairman, as you
all know, a citizen or a State was granted the right of court review, but
under the Trade Agreemenis Act it spcciﬁcnllg provided that this
right is denied. We think that the right should be restored.

Now, in enumerating these two points we do not mean to imply that
the act could not be greatly improved by amendment in other respects.
We are well aware of the argument that is being raised to the effect
that if we place any restrictions in this act it might be misunderstood
by other nations. However, we are impressed by the fact that in
the case of 25 of these agreements, 25 of the 30 that have been nego-
tiated with other nations, they have been subject to parliamentary
approval in the countries with which we dealt, but here in the United
States, the greatest republic in the world, as we look at it, in violation
of a fundamental law, Congress has not had a word to say about it.

We do not feel that any foreign nation should feel aggrieved or put
the wrong construction on it if we make up our minds to live up to the
Constitution and do what is necessary to protect the interests of the
American people.

That is all.

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much.

Senator ConnarLy. May I ask one question?

Mr. BRENCKMAN. Yes, sir.

Senator ConnaLLy. Has the witness pointed out any abuses or
serious consequences in the past treaties that have been hurtful to
agriculture? If he has, he need not repeat it. I will chock on that.

Mr. Brenckman, Scnator Connally, before you came in I made
reference to the fact that while it was expressly stipulated in the
Trade Agreements Act as it passed in 1934 that one of the purposes
was to develop an export market or foreign outlet for farm products,
that as the act had been administered it had the opposite effect, that
agricultural imports had been inereased and exports had been de-
creased. So that in the 5-year period from 1936 to 1940, which we
might consider normal times, our food imports amounted to about
250 percent of our food exports. Now, we do not believe that Con-
gross had any say about the matter, and we do not believe that if
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Congress had any say about it, it would have agreed to some of these
treaties that brought about such a situation as that,

Senator Connarny. All right. Thank you. I will check your
testimony.

Senator Warsn. 1 did not quite understand what you said about
the treaty with Argentina, where the conditions to be imposed upon
oursclves were put into operation immediately, but that the condi-
tions that Argentina aceepted are not yet in operation. Is that
what you seid?

Mr. BrENckMAN. Yes, Senator. As 1 tried to explain, there were
certain commodities or goods that were set ofl in a separate block
with the understanding that the concessions that Argenting was
making to us would not take effect until the tariff revenues of
Argenting should reach $270,000,000. Their revenues have not
reached that point, and therefore the concessions they have made to
us have not become effective, although our concessions became
effective in 1941 all the way through.

Now, I am not saying that that is true of everything that was
covered by the Argentine agrecment, but just certain commodities.

Scnator Dananer. One question, Mr. Chairman.

The Crarrman. All right, Senator.

Senator Danaurr. Do you know anything about whether or not
Argentina, since you have mentioned that republie, has maintained
varying exchange rates as to American exports, particularly boots

.and shoes? .
© Mr. Brenckman, Will you please vepeat that question? I did not
quite get if.

Senator Danauer. I will preface it this way: There is information
to the cffect that tho Argentine Republic has imposed a series of
varyinf: exchango rates as to imports frpm the United States, par-
ticularly with reference to boots and shoes. Are you in possession
of any information on that point? If not, why, we can pass it.

Mr. Brenckman, Well, the only thing I was trying to bring up
before the committee was that particular item, you know. I mighi
say, by the wnf‘y, it is a very difficult thing to have a reciprocal trade
agreement with a country like Argentina, because their surpluses
are so much like our own surpluses. They have agricultural sur-
pluses and so have we under normal conditions.  So it is very difficult
to arrange and exchange with Argentina without injuring the farmers
of the United States.

1 want to make it very clear that we have nothing but the best of
good will for all these South American countries, I was mercly

ointing to this as an illustration of the lengths to which we have gone
in our eagerness to negotiate trade agreements, whether it was
advantageous to us or not.

Senator Davis. Are you of the opinion that other industries in our
country have been benefited at the expense of the farmers by the
re(illxl)rocal trade agreements?

: . BrenckMAN, Yes.

Senator Davis. Do you have a list of those that have been benefited
by it at the farmer’s %J‘tlpense?

* Mr. Brenckman, Well, T do not have a complete list, but the
material I am filing here, the statistical mattor shows how the whole
‘thing has worked. Does that answer your question?
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Senator Davis. That answers my question; yos.

The Caairman. All right. Thank you, Mr. Brenckman.

Is there any other witness now that wishes to be heard and who has
not appeared before the Ways and Means Committeoe?

Mr. Witgon. Mr. Chairman, may I make an inquiry? Are the
hearings to be continued tomorrow?

The Crairman. No, sir. Everybody will be privileged to file a
brief. There was & reservation in the order of the committee that
anyone who had not appeared or who had new matter to present might
do so, who was not before the Ways and Mceans Committee. This
committee has no desire to cut off hearings. This matter has been
before the Congress on three separate occasions, and just recently
thero has been a full hearing before the Ways and Means Commitice.

Mr. Winson. It just so happens, Mr. Chairman, that the people I
am making the inquiry for, the wool growers, did not appear before
the Ways and Means Committes, Mr, Marshall was not advised
until Sunday that the hearings were to be held on Monday., He is
the secretary of the National Wool Growers Associntion, and he loft
immediately and will be here tomorrow morning. He was not heard,
however, before the Ways and Means Committee of the House, nor
was anyone ropresenting the wool growers directly.

The Crairman. Is anyone here from the wool growers who wishes
to be heard?

Mr. Witgon., No. I represent the wool growers, but Mr, Marshall
is the one who prepared the testimony.

The Cuarman, We expect to be in exceutive session tomorrow
morning, ‘We will be quite glad to receive any brief or any written
statement that they may wish to make.

Mr, WiLson. 1 just wanted to bring up the fact that it was impos-
sible for him to be here any sooner, Mr. Chairman. Salt Lake is a
long ways away from Washington. ‘'We did not have much notice of
the hearings.

Senator Crark., Mr, Chairman, the progress of this bill before the
House of Representatives appeared in the press day after day. Any-
body who took the trouble to keep in touch with 1t at all must have
known it passed the House last week -and would be before this coms
mittee very carly, this week. .

Senator Lucas. Why did not the wool growers appear before the
House Ways and Means Committee?

Mr. WiLson. I do not know why Mr. Marshall did not appear,
Senator Lucas. I wasnot here. I am unable to §ive you the reason,

The CuairMaN., Was there no appearance before the Ways and
Moans Committee?

Mr. WiLson. In the House; no, sir. So that the committee may
understand, representatives of the wool growers have been here nearly
2 months working out a plan with the Commodity Credit Corporation
for the purchase of the wool, and having been away from home for
that time and during that time, most of us had to get home when we
rot through there, and we were not able to be here at the time of the
ﬁcaring beforo the Ways and Means Commitice of the House. Mr.
Marshall, sccretary of the American Wool Growers Association, is the
man who always handles the matter of testimony in tarifl matters.

" The CHArMAN. Is he coming in tomorrow morning anyway?

Mr. Winsewn, He is going to be here tomorrow morning. ‘
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The Cuamman., Would you ask him to come up and present his
brief to the committee? We might also at that time hear him, if he
wishes to be heard, if he has not been heard before the Ways and
Means Committeo, :

Mr. Wison. e has not-been heard before the Ways and Means
Committee,

Senator Tarr, Mr, Chairman, may I read this telegram?

The Cratrman. Yes, Senator Taft,

Senator Tarr (reading):
Fiast Livereoon, Onio,

Senator Tar1: T wish to testify al open hearing of Senate Finance Committce
concerning renewal of reciprocal-trade agreements. I can be in Washington
Thursday afternoon.  Your help in this objective will be appreciated.

X James M, Durrny,
President, National Brotherhood of Operative Potters.

That is the pottery industry in Ohio and West Virginia.

The Cuarrman. Anyone who has a brief to file or who wishes to
resent a written argument in brief form may do so, and we would
e very glad if it could be done by tomorrow, because the committeo

will be in exccutive session tomorrow and will proceed with the consid-
eration of the bill and the proposed amendments to it.

Senator Davis. Mr. Chairman, I was called to the tclephone a
moment ago. Two representatives of labor are expected to be here
at any minute. I told them that the committce would adjourn in the
next half-hour. I have not yet seen them appear. I wonder if we
could wait? .

Senator Dananer, Mr. Chairman?

The CuairmaN. Yes, Senator.

Senator Dananer., May I read into the record at this point, while
it is in the process of compilation, the tentative language of a proposal
which I shall later submit in executive session?

The Cuairman, Yes, sir; you may.

Senator Dananer. I would move in due course a proposed amend-
ment to read substantially as follows:

Provided, 'That all such agreements heretofore or hereafter made shall, unless
souner terminated, be revocable as of a day not later than six months after the
cessation of hostilities in the present war as proclaimed by the President, upon
the promulgation of a proclamation by the President pursuant to & joint resolution
of the Congress declaring such agreement revoked.

Senator ConNALLY. You say “joint resolution’?

Senator Danauer, Yes.

The Cuamrman, All right, Senator. Is there anything else now to
come before the committee?

Senator Davis. Mr, Michael Flynn, of Boston, called me a moment
ago and told me there were a couple of representatives of labor who
were on their way here to present their views to the committee in
op)i"osition to the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act.

he CHAIRMAN. Are thore representatives of labor here who wish
to aﬁpear?

(No response.) -

Senator ConnarLy. They can file briefs.

The CuairmaN. Yes; we will be very glad to have the briefs, Sen-
ator Davis had asked, and others had asked, that Mr, Flynn, or some
representative of labor, be allowed to appear, inasmuch as some state-

»
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ments had been made in the House record, as I understand it, that
they wish to explain or make a statement regarding some statements
that appearcd in the House record.

Mzr. Klynn, do you wish to appear before the committee?

Mr. FLynn. Mr. Woll will make a statement. '

The Caairman. Come around, Mr, Woll,

STATEMENT OF MATTHEW WOLL, VICE PRESIDENT, AMERICAN
FEDERATION OF LABOR

The Cuamrman. Mr. Woll, did you appear before the Ways and
‘Means Committee on this trade-treaty matter?

Mr. Woirr. Not this time.

The Cuairman, We understood you did not. You wish to make
o statement now?

Mr, Worn, Yes.

The CuarrmMaN. You may proceed.

Mr. Worr. My name is Mathew Woll. I am second vice president

of the American Federation of Labor, appearing in behalf of the
America’s Wage Earners’ Protective Conference. The present pro-
posal to extend the reciprocal-trade treaties is the third occasion since
1934 for an opportunity of the Congress to exercise its judgment on
this question, After 9 years of experience and observation it is
possible definitely to determine the value of these treaties. Certain
predictions which were advanced have cither been substantiated or
refuted by events.
- At no time during the past 9 years was it as imperative as it is
today to base action on & clear perception of the facts and their
implications. Extremes either in advocacy or in opposition have no
proper place in this undertaking.

Between the extremes there is actually much common ground and
today we should avail ourselves of all the common ground that is in
sight. We would serve poorly not only this generation but also future

enerations if we could not draw closer together in the face of the
international calamity which bescts iis on all sides. Therefore we
should be thoroughly frank and forego so far as is humanly possible
the temptation to partnership,

We should admit, for example, that there is an equal measure of
sincerity among those who support and those who are against the
extension of the trade treaties, Not all the supporters of the treaties
are disinterested. Many of them have a direct dollar-and-cent
stake in greater imports or greater exports, or both. At the same
time, not all the supporters are mere Utopian dreamers or sentimental
internationalists, On the other side, the opponents are not all
selfish and heartless nationalists, heedless of the distress of other
peoples. Among them are clear thinkers who are as greatly concerned
a8 the so-called idealists with the future of our country and the fate
of other nations.

* It should also be clear that self-interest in this controversy, as in
others, is not confined to those who have a material or financial
stake in the issues. A professional or doctrinal position, once assumed
and established, becomes o vested interest which may be as stubbornly
defended or propagated as a material interest. It becomes as impor-
vious to reason and as intolerant of contradiction by fact as the most
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callous defendant of a vested interest; and, when the doctrinal or
professional position is identified with partisan politics, it becomes as
material a vested interest as any. .

Therefore, in the controversy over the reciprocal-trade program
we should avoid the common error of ranging on one side those who
oppose it totally or in part and pinning on them the label of vested
nterests, and ranging on the other side the supporters and labeling
them as disinterested idealists.

It is necessary that the atmosphere be cleared of certain false as-
sumptions or pretensions if we are to attain to a clear view. The
poins is that there is no monopoly of sincerity or of the self-denying
virtues on either side in this question. If we lost sight of this fact we
may arrive at unwarranted conclusions,

It has become evident throughout all the controversy over the issues
that thore is one basic element of agreement. This is the recognized
and unchallenged need for international trade, both for the welfare
of this country and for the world as a whole, It is admitted that no
nation, as constituted today, is self-sufficient, nor can be, in view of
the geographical distribution of natural resources. Extreme action
to attain self-sufficiency in all lines is admitted as undesirable.

The differences which exist, despite this general agreement, center
around the conditions under which this admittedly necessary trade
is to be carried on and the emphasis which it is to receive.

Several possible paths are open:

(1) We could give first priority to foreign trade. If domestic pro-
ducers were injured as a result of such action, if workers were thrown
out of employment by imports which undermined our domestic mar-
ket, and, if unemployment threatened a depression; if, as aconsequence
of the wage and price depression we should find it difficult to meet the
demands of our huge indebtedness, the reguirements of social security
and other fixed responsibilities, estimated at some $5,000,000,000 or
$6,000,000,000 annudlly after the war, the only question, nevertheless,
would be: Does the proposed course of action promote either imports
or exports or both? .

Now, it is not readily conceivable that anyone should wish to raise
foreign trade to such an overshadowing priority over domestic
interests or have our people so dependent on foreign countries.

(2) We could, at the other extreme, place foreign trade at the ver;
lowest rung of the priority ladder and attribute every domestic dif-
ficulty to foreign trade. We would then raise impregnable tariff
barriers against all imports which might come into competition with
the products of our own factories, farms, or waters. .

¢ would, of course, find that economic troubles grow in our own
soil as well as in foreign soils, and that we are capable of creating our
own economic_distress without help from the foreigner. .

(3) We could strike a reasonable and practical compromise. We
could start with the premise that our domestic interests should be
given first priority but admit that our welfare is affected by the
economic welfare of other nations. We would then be happy if our
welfare coincided with the welfare of other peoples. However, in the
event of a clear conflict we would uphold our own position. Perhaps,

- we would find that without injury to ourselves we could also accom-
modate the other peoples to a reasonable degree. We should not,
however, go so far as in the case of rubber, to spend over $600,000,000
to build a domestic industry, and, at the same time, finance competi-
tion in other countries to undermine this huge investment.
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" The administrators of the reciprocal trade progmm would, of
course, contend that it is their aim to help ourselves by helping othor
nations. Howover, we cannot safely 1'e1r on self-appraisal ; and, con-
siderablo evidence has been placed in the record by people aﬂgec_ted
by duty reductions which does not substantiate the self-appraisal
referred to. . X

Certain claims were made in the past by the proponents of the
trade-treaty extensions, One of the cornerstoncs—for they have
several, each a substitute, such as increased employment and expanded
exports, alleged to be as good ag the original—one of the cornerstones
was the promotion of peaceful international relations by the removal
of trade barriers, This laudable purpose met a tragic doom; but there
is nothing in the sequel for opponents to exult over. Novertheless,
it is a pardonable skepticism to question some of the substitute
cornerstones which have been offered with the same, confidence as
the one which crumbled. )

In order that what follows may be better understood it should be
said here that T do not appear in opposition to the extension of the
trade treaties as such, ay I here put into the record, first of all a
letter of President Green addressed to myself deeling with the Amor-
ica’s Wage Earners’ Protective Conference and the activities of our
group that expressed the point of view of American labor on that
sulijoct?

- The Cuamrman. You may.
(The lotter referred to is as follows:)
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF Lason,
Washington, D, C., May 7, 1929,
Mr, Marraew Wouy,
Fourth Vice President, American Federation of Labor,
New York, N. Y. .

Dxear Sir AND BroTHER: In reply to your letter of April 26, may I first oxplain
that the American Federation of Labor has steadfastly refrained from giving
a?proval or endorsement to a protective tariff or to a modification or reduction
of tariff schedules as represented in the term frequently used, “free trade.”

It has been the polic{ of the American Fedgration of Labor, however, to coop-
erate with and to assist national and international unions afiliated with the
American Federation of Labor in presenting demands to Conﬁrcss for an inorease
or decrease in tariff schedules affecting industries in which men and women
were employed over which these national and international unions exercised
furisdiction. This means that each national or international union ma¥1 shafm
ts own policies regarding tariff schedules with a feeling of assurance that the
American Federation of Labor would respond to any requoest made for cooperation
and. assistance, .

This poliey will be pursued with regard to the tariff policies pursued by the
organizations which you explain are component parts of the America’s Wage
Earners’ Protective Conference. Each of these organizations for which you are
authorized to speak may feel assured that the American Federation of Labor
will assist and coo]i)erato with them in the advancement of such tariff policies
as they may formulate and decide upon,

With all good wishes, I beg to remain,

Fraternally yours, )
Wu., GREEN,
President, American Federation of Labor.

Mr, Worr. Then, too, T wish to place in the record the action of
our executive councl as manifested before the hearings of the political
parties in 1940, forming the platforms of the respective political partics
dealing with this subject, reading as follows:

To protect and safeguard the employment opportunities of America’s wage

earners ?jgainst unfair competition of the products of workers of low-wage and
depressed standards and conditions of employment of foreign countries and with
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which we are bound to he faced at the end of the present FEuropean and Asiatic
wars, and in order to hold secure the advanced industrial relations and employ~
ment standards secured by America’s workers through legislative enactments and
collective agreements against competition from products of workers in countries
of lower standards, it is essential ihat adequate and proper legislation be had to
obtain these ends, We urge the adoption of this poliey and procedure,

Then, too, I wish to present a resolution adopted by the executive
council of the American Federation of Labor, meeting here in session
between April 25 and May 5 of 1938, dealing with this subject. The
resolution reads as follows:

Whereas the provisions of reciprocal trade treaties negotiated by the State
Degartment with foreign nations affect very vitally both the economic conditions
of American warkers and unemplorment and there are many organizations, repre-
senting thousands of workers, affilinted with the American Federation of Labor,
which are seriously affected by these trade treaties and for that reason are deeply
interested in their provisions, and

Whereas the economic and industrial interests of these workers demand that
the American Federation of Labor excreise all efforts possible to prevent the im-

ortation of goods from foreign countries, under the provisions of reciprocal trade
reaties, where lower wages, longer hours, and lower standards prevail than exist
in competing industries within the United States: Thereforo be it

Resolved, That the executive council of the A..erican Federation of Labor
expresses {ts opposition to reciprocal trade treaties which dircriminate against
American workers. We are opposed to reciprooal trade treaties’ provisions which
provide for importation of goods and merchandise which because -of low Iabor
costs abroad, are sold at a lower price than the same goods and merchandise
produced by workers in the United States, where wages and conditions of labor
a’r? es';‘ablished on & higher standard than those which prevail abroad; and be

urther

Resolved, That a committee representing the American Federation of Labor be
accorded the privilege of presenting labor’s poitit of view relating to the provisions

* of reciprocal trade agreements affecting labor before said agreements are negotiated
and ratified, '

Senator Vanpensera. Mr. Woll, does that continue to be the
attitude of the exscutive council? . . .

Mr. Worr, It has not been altered since that time, and nothing to
the contrary has bean expresesd by the American Federation of Labor,
either by its executives or the council. .

. Senator Davis. Did not President William Green tostify before
the Ways and Means Committee of the House on this particular
subject? . ‘

Mr. Worr, He did. . .

Senator Davis. Did he express the federation’s view? )

.Mr, Wois. He exgressc({, as I understand it, his personal point of
view, not certainly the official point of view as recorded in the record
of the proceedings before the convention by the executive council.

Senator Lucas. Does your council oppose trade agreements?

Mr. Woi. We are not opposed to trade agreements as such. If
you will let me finish my presentation, I will return to that.

Senator Lucas, Very well. )

Mr. Worr. Those for whom I speak are not actuated by a desire
to disrupt the unity of the countries which are fighting a common
foe; nor, by a desire to render more difficult the international nego-
tiations which lie shead, This is not, however, to be construed as an
endorsement of all that bas been done nor of the manner in which the,
trade treaties have been negotiated,

We can offer & basis for trade which is sound and reasonable and,

ot will guard against the disruption of our domestic production.

e can begin with 65 percent of our import trade as noncompetitive,
and built around articles on the free list and go forward from there.

.

!
.J’

)
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In other words, two-thirds of our trade is not even in dispute—
agsuming that two-thirds of our imports provide foreign countries
either directly or indireetly with the dollar exchange necessary to
bu'i: an equal amount from us.

he real question at issue then is what treatment is to be given the
remainin% 35 percent of our imports. Free trade in this segment
can be ruled out, (¢) because the reciprocal trade program supposedly
does not permit a reduction exceeding half of the existing rates, and
(b) because the administrators of the act disavow any intentions of
launching a free-trade program. Thus, the ground under dispute is
reduced still further, for example, to the upper half of the rates of
35 percent of our imports, ané, by the treaties already nogotiated,
63 percent of the rates in this segment have already been reduced an
average of 43 percent,

The ground still remaining for reduction, though small, for exam-
ple, about 37 percent of tﬁo dutiable items plus possible further
reductions in the items already reduced, is nevertheless very important
and vital to a large number of producers and workers in the United
States. .

Senator ConvaLry. May I interrupt you to ask you a question?

Mr. WoLr. Yes.

Senator ConnaLLy. In the case of those reductions that you men-
tioned, were there any comparable reductions in the wages of the
American employces?

Mr. Wore, I think in most of the reductions of salaries labor
was.not directly affected, So far I think we have been pretty safe-
guarded in that regard, but we are fearful of the further reductions
that will take place. Then, of course, you must bear in mind there
arc other factors going into the question of wage consideration than
merely the question of the tariff situation.

The degree of importance depends on the differcnce in the cost of
Yroduction a8 between the foreign source and the domestic producers,

Tnfortunately, the method by which the trade treaties are made does
not permit a determination of comparative costs eof production.
Those entrusted with the LOgram now proclaim that costs of produc-
tion cannot be ascertainegl). This is a confession that the results are
now worked out in the dark; and this is true in more than one sense.
Those affected by the results are left in the dark as to what is being
worked out and the operating personnel who make the duty alterations
are in the dark as to the cffects that will be produced.

The so-called American vested-interests, in other words, the pro~
ducers, including America’s workers, who have a vital interest in the
continuity of their jobs, have repeatedly affirmed that they do not
seek a monopoly of the domestic market, or an embargo. They
subscribe 1o the desirability of a healthy competition, domestic or
foreign. What they do not desire and what they should not be forced
to face in the name of national welfare or in the namne of international
relations, is ruinous competition. They should not be asked to face
a competition based on a wage scale which the American economie
system cannot tolerate. They should not be asked to meet the low
prices of foreign goods produced by countries which do not recognize
their domestic social obligations, in the form of social sccurity, fair
labor standards and similar statutory cnactments which impose
certain fixed obligations upon our producers.

We are approhensive of negotiators behind closed doors who rely
only on their own ingenuity as against the shrewdness, skill and persua-
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siveness of foreign diplomatic delegates, when instead they could
yely on a cost-of-production formula. Of course they can rob Poter
to enrich Paul. They can rob one indusiry of a part of its markes
by lowering duties and help another by increasing its exports. But
in the net, the benefit to an exporter, oxcept in very special cases, can
be no greater than the injury done to Exis fellow-countryman who
suffers the effects of the greater forcign competition opened up.
In the end these negotiators, working without a yardstick, can reduce
our standard of living in behalf of some school-book theory, or by
en%nging in some obseuve game of power politics. ‘ .

t is assumed by some that duty reductions bestow some mysterious
gain over and above the benefit to particular exporters, Of course,
if people have been indoctrinated to hate trade barriers as such they
must, as crusaders, obtain great satisfaction from merely knocking
down a trade barrier, But no one has produced an example, a worth-
while example, of the moderating effects of our missionary efforts
upon the relations among other nations. Actually, our x'o{bing of
Peter in bebhalf of a trade advantage to Paul has not contributed
visibly to improvement of international relations in general, I it is
answered that certain nations had already embarked too far on their
mad careers, it may be asked whether some plausible obstacle in the
rough course of international affairs will not always arise to rob us of
our cherished fruit.

The ineffectiveness of the program to promote trade with agroe-
ment countries has also been demonstrated. We offer for the record
froof of this statement, based on our trade with various countries
rom the time agreements went into effect through 1938. The charts
show conclusively that our trade with agreement countries did not
increase more than trade with adjacent nonagreement countries,

The year 1938 is selected as the most suitable for comparison with

the preceding years since it was the last complete year of peacetime
trade before the gldbal war broke out,
. I present these charts for the record, dealing with exports to Sweden
as compared with Norway, to Brazil as compared with Argentina, to
Colombia as compared with Venezuela, to France as compared with
Germany, and to Holland as compared with Denmark. These charts
indicate clearly that the exports have been as great, in some cases
great.or, to those countries with which we did not enter into trade-
reaty agreements as to those countries with whom we have or had
reciprocal-trade treaties. ‘

An analysis of the actual workings of these trade treaties, taking the
last peacetime year for comparison, 1939, with the previous year 1938,
shows that our exports to all trade-treaty countries increased in 1939,
over 1038, less than 3 percent, while our imﬁ)orts from the same coun-
tries for the same period increased more than 18 percent. In other
words, we granted concessions of 6 to the 1 which we received.

It is also well to bear in mind that our exports are reported on
American values while our imports are reported on the basis of the
foreign values.

Senator Lucas. Are there any charts that show countries where
the profit was greater? '

M‘;u Woir. That has not come to my attention.

Senator Lucas. Or that we have lost?

Mr., Worv. 1 would not say we have lost. These charts compare
our exports to countries with whom we have agrecements as the chosen
countries and countries with whom we have had no agreements, and
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our exports have been as great if not greater to those countries with
whom we had no agreements. That does not imply any loss of exports
at all. As a matter of fact, my understanding is that exports started
to increase & year or two before we entered into the reciprocal trade
treaties, and that increase is very largely due to prices rather than to
quantity of exports,

. (The charts referred to are as follows:)

CHART I

TREND:IN U.§. EXPORTS TO
A TRADE AGREEMENT COUNTRY COMPARED WITH
. AN ADJACENT NON-AGREEMENT COUNTRY
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CHART 11

TREND IN U.S.EXPORTS TO
ATRADE AGREEMENT COUNTRY COMPARED WITH
AN ADJACENT NON-AGREEMENT COUNTRY
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CHART III

TREND IN U.S.EXPORTS TO
ATRADE AGREEMENT COUNTRY COMPARED WITH
AN ADJACENT NON-AGREEMENT COUNTRY

EXPORT

 —VENEZUELA L -COLOMBIA"

NUMBER

; -

. /

60 /
/

150

40

30
, // ,./’

100

90

eo:ﬁ;-

1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 .
VEN. §70.200,000 $78,500,000 $24,000,000 $46,000,000 $52.000.000
COL. 21,000,000 21,000,000 27,000,000 39,000,000 40,000,000

100 » YEAR IN WHICH TRADE AGREEMENT WENT INTO EFFECT

=Page Tewenty:-leoa

1 Trade agreement country,



80 RXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT

CHART IV

TREND IN U.S. EXPORTS TO
‘ATRADE AGREEMENT COUNTRY COMPARED WITH!
AN ADJACENT NON-AGREEMENT COUNTRY
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CHART WV

TREND IN U.S. EXPORTS TO
ATRADE AGREEMENT COUNTRY COMPARED WITH
A NON-AGREEMENT COUNTRY ‘
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Mr., Worn, Trade tresties can obtain their maximum benefit
without injury, if the adjustment of duties is made, pot in the dark,
but openly and as nearly in accord with differences in cost of produc-~
tion as possible. If our producers are not injured and therefore
wage rates and employment are not forced down, our purchases of
the noncompeting foreign goods can increase as a result of our greater
general well-being. This expansion of imports of noncompetitive
goods helps foreign producers the same as expanded imports of any
other goods; and it creates increased dollar exchange abroad just as
certainly., Finally, expansion of such imports would enable us to
increase our exports in the same degree as would any other increase in
dollar exchange.

An example will kelp to clarify the foregoing: If we assume that the
cost of producing a unit of a given commodity in the United States
is $12 and that the duty is 50 percent ad valorem, it makes a great
difference in consideting the reduction of this duty whether the
foreign price of the same or competitive item is $5, $8, or $10. If
this foreign price were $10 the duty could be lowered the full measure,
in other words, to 25 percent without injury. If the foreign price
were $8 instead of $10 the duty should not be lowered at all, unless,
of course, a domestic monopoly were artificially maintaining the price
at an unwarranted level. The $8 price plus the duty of 50 percent
would bring the foreign price to a par with the $12 American cost,.
If, however, the foreign price were only $5 the duty should be increased
instead of lowered since the duty-of 50 percent would bring the total
cost to only $7.50, compared with the $12 American cost. Reference
to insurance, freight, and so forth, is omitted for simplification of
the exam(fle.

If the duty were bound or lowered, the low price of $5 would permit
the foreign producers to take over the domestic markes, limited only
by the quantitysof foreign goods available. The workers in our
industry would be deprived of their jobs and the busicess firms.
engaged in production of the item would be driven into bankruptcy.
Nevertheless, our purchase of these forcign goods would produce
dollar exchange, and the foreign sources could use this exchango .
either directly or indirectly to purchase some other commodities.
from us. Someone would be made happy. But who? The disin-
terested idealists, of course, but who else? :

It is well known that the beneficiary would likely be some mass-
production industry. Yet, from an employment 1point of view, this.
would not be very fortunate, since relatively fewer workers are
required to produce a given number of units of a mass-production
commodity. The economist might applaud the fact that an allegedly
inefficient industry had been driven to extinction, but the net unem-
pl(,)Iyment, that had resulted should temper his applause.

he net unemployment resulting would decrease the income of our
workers, The{ could buy less of our other domestic products and
less of thoso other foreign products which are on the free list. .

If instead of opening our producers to such competition or leaving
them in such straits by failure to incrense the duty, the competitive
basis were equalized, our factories would not have to close down—it
is realized, of course, that low»s)rice foreign competition in a single
item would not greatiy injure a large producer of a varicty of articles,
while it might ruin o smaller, specialized producer. With competi~
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tion on roughly an equal footing our factories could still realize a fair
%oﬁt on their sales volume and employment would be maintained.

e would not purchase as much of the particular foreign commodity
as we would under the other condition but to compensate for this we
would have retained the purchasing power with which to buy more
of our own products and more of the foreign materials that are either
on the free list or dutiable to the extent of equalized competition.
The alternative is to favor the mass-production industries, drive the
smaller business concerns to the wall, and promote monopoly and
cartelization. This in turn would offer a fertile soil for tendencies
toward the corporative state,

At this point it is opportune to consider the question of our trade
barriers. ‘A vast amount of righteous wrath has been expended in
denouncing these barriers. This indignation has at times risen to
such great heights that the true nature of barriers has been obscured
and should be examined to determine whether all the heat has been
justified. It is possible that our so-called barriers have merely
served as a convenient scapegoat for ills that have arisen from other
sources,

A barrier is an impediment, a hindrance, an obstruction or an
obstacle. It is not nocessarily insurmountable; but to be a barrier
an instrumentality must at least hinder or impede some action or
movement. :

Now, if we look once more at our example, we may ask: Under what
conditions is a rate of duty a barrier? If the foreign cost is $56 and
our cost is $12, would a duty of 25 percent constitute a trade barrier?
Such a duty would bring the price of the foreign item to only $6.25.
Imports would hardly be impeded by such a rate. Would a rate of
60 percent create a barrier? This would raise the price to $7.50
agamst $12. There would still remain a most handsome advantage
of $4.50 per unit. Even & rate of 100 percent would still leave a
foreign advantage of $2. Imports would then be impeded only if the
country of origin could obtain a more liberal margin at home or in
ls.;ome other country. In that eventsome of the trade might be diverted

rom us. .

Actually, competitive parity would be reached at the rate of duty
which would bring the $5 up to $12; that is, a rate of 140 percent.
Such a rate might act as a barrier but not as an unreasonable or an
insurmountable one, certainly, It would not act as an embargo.
Too often any rate of duty, any rate at all, is regarded as a barrier,
as something placed across the path of trade; but obviously such a
construction is false. A rate of duty is not a barrier unless it actually
impedes or hinders the flow of trade. Some rates of duty are wholly
ineffectual for the very reason that they offer no brake whatsoever
against cheap imports. Such rates are obviously not barriers regard-
less of their nominal height.

here are barriers other than rates of duty but when the sins of our
high tariffs are attacked as being responsible for trade barriers the
attack has centered on our rates of duty; and our only bargaining
ﬁoint worthy of consideration has revolved around duty rates. We
ave not, until recently, adopted quotas. They have been intro-
duced by the very people who are loudest in declaiming against them,

The inclination to condemn a rate of duty merely because the rate
looks high is therefore wholly unsound. A rate of 10 percent may in
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fact represent o barrier while one of 75 percent may not be a barrier
at all, It is now well known that some countries with wages much
lower than ours can lay down ?oods on our shores at a price so low
that & duty of 100 percent will not impede them. And these coun-
tries are becoming less and less dependent upon hand labor. In
other words, their production efficiency is rising. Before the war
Japean was able to import our cotton, manufacture it into cloth, shi
the cloth back to the United States, pay our duty, and yet underse!
our manufacturers.

1t is not easy to understand why those who agree to the principles
of our immigration laws do not grasp the folly of restricting immigra-
tion, and, yet permitting the cheap wares of the immigrant to come
into this country, into our markets, at delivered costs which ave less
than our costs of production, thus depriving American workers of their
jobs and job opportunities. In other words, why keep the immigrants
out, through our restrictive immigration and Asiatic exclusion laws,
and accept, for the sole purpose of enriching a few importers and inter-
national bankers, the very type of injury to our workers—competitive
products of the same workers—that the immigrants would inflict if we
modified or repealed the protective provisions of our immigration laws?

Senator ConnaLLy. May I ask a question now?

Mr. WoLL. Yes. ~

Senator ConnaLLy. I understood you to say awhile ago that you
were not testifying against the trade agreement as such,

Mr. WoLL. Yes. .

Scnator Connvarny. Do I understand your chief objection is as to
the method in which they are carried on?

Mr. WoLL, As to the method in which they are carried on. We
urge it should be based upon the cost of production in the matter of
the adjustment of the tariff rates.

Senator ConnNALLY. So your objection is not to the principle of it
but to the practical application of it?

Mr. Worr. To the practical application; yes. I made that clear
right from the very inception. When we discuss the subject of trade
treaties, there are those who do not confine themsclves purely to the
reciprocal trade treaties but also speak of tariff reductions and treatics
as 8 means of reducing the tariff rates. So the two are inherently
velated one to the other.

- In using the word “barrier,” therefore, we should recognize the
relative nature of duties and should understand that a duty is not
of itself a barrier. Next, we should recognize the fact that reasonable
barriers are justified and in some instances indispensable, if our pro-
ducers are to survive,

* Now, it can be said, “This is all very well, but how can you deter-
mine whether a rate of duty will or will not act as a brake, or whether
it should act as a brake, or to what extent?”’

The only proper way of making such a determination is to obtain
relative costs of production. Otherwise we could only guess. And
when we are reduced to %ucssing we encourage juggling and beceme
more vuﬁnemble to special pleading, favoritism, and pressure.

For this reason it is disturbing to learn that spokesmen for the
trade treaties now proclaim that costs of production cannot be deter-
mined. The Vice Bhairmml of the Tariff Commission, a body which
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is charged by law with determining the difforences in cost of production
between domestic and foreign producers, states that such costs
caunot be determined. ’

Contrary to the statement of the Vice Chairman of the Tariff
Commission made when he testified before the Ways and Means
Committee that it “would be utterly impossible” to-ascertain the
differences in costs of production, the records of the Tariff Com-
migsion disclose that the Commission has made 16 reports on the
differences in the costs of Xroduction on competitive articles since
1934, which are sold in the American market in competition with the
products of America’s workers or farmers, to President Roosevelt.

It is significant that in each of these instances President Roosevelt
gmc‘xaimed the findings of the Tariff Commission and the rates so set

ecame effective.

It is futeresting to note that of these 16 cases reported upon, 8 called
?‘)r increases and 8 called for decreases in the rates established by the

'ongress,

Now, if we are Lo assume, despite the foregoing finding, that cost of
production cannot be ascertained on any or most competitive articles
of imdport, as the advocates of unrestricted reciprocal trade treaties
would have us believe, how then can a proper decision be reached that
any given duty is a trade barrier that should be reduced? Tariff
making under such circumstances would then settle into a haggling
and guessing game in which personalities count for more than facts,

Senator VaANDENBERG, Mr, Woll, all of those have been committee
reports, and I understand the actions on them were prior to the
passage of the Trade Agreements Act.

Mr. WowL. Yes; reported in 1934,

S‘s%r‘}ator Vanpensere. There has been no use whatever of the elastie
tart

Mr. WoLt. To my knowledge, none. At least I have no dircet
knowledge of there having been any use of them made, other than the
16 instances acted upon by President Roosevelt which I have previ-
ously referred to.

It promotes the injection of persontl predilections and prejudices,
and naturally secks closed doors to avoid disturbances. The theorists,
having nothing to lose, can put their doctrines into practice and when
complaints of injury are received they contrive ingonious replies to
minimize the ill effects of their acts. They can generously broad-
cast concessions to all countries entitled to them under the uncon-
ditional most-favored-nation clause.

These trade treaties are referred to as reciprocal trade treaties.

The fact is we have made duty reductions which are almost world-
wide in their application, whereas the reductions which we have been
accorded or promised in return are restricted to the countries making
direct agreements with us, This is a means of lowering our duties in
general, but it is not reciprocity nor does it meet the usual conception
of bargaining. .
. 'This is not the way to remove tariffs from politics. The bipartisan
control which the Tariff Commission was set up to embody is set
aside. The comparative cost-of-production formula is forgotten and
seientific tariff making is discarded. In place of it we have the rule
of personal doctrine.
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To this method of shelving the concept of a more scientific tariff is
added impatience over the delays that are attributed to tho cost-of-
production method and to’senatorial ratification as well. This im-
‘patience is said to reflect a distaste for inefficiency. The democratic
processes are too slow. Therefore, we are told, we must adopt the
more efficient methods of the totalitarian regimes.

We may, however, concede the need for concentrated power in
management of the war without including activities which are appli-
cable essentially to peacetime conditions; and we should beware of the
alluring bait that is offered as an inducement to concentrated power.
There 1s always a good reason at hand, either actual or manufactured,
for subtracting from the democratic controls. Once the controls are
gone, we realize how difficult it is to retrieve them. The new holders
of the power cling tenaciously to the controls and fend off all efforts to
restore them to the people by intricate and plausible arguments and
sedative assurances. All motives appear innocent and harmless—and
undoubtedly most of them are. But the machinery by which the
democratic processes can be denied is coming into being very rapidly
as necessary war measures, Controls which are not necessary for the
prosoicution of the war should not continue to be withheld from the
people.

Against Senate ratification of the treaties it is said that past experi-
ence has shown that agreements once reached might be bottled up
and not brought to a vote. A simple provision that not over 60 or 90
days could be allowed to lapse before Senate ratification or rejection
was cffected would answor this objection.

And, speaking of quick and efficient removal of trade barriers,
what have the administrators of the act done to obtain discontinuance
of certain patent practices of other countries? They have done noth-
ing to protect our patents against the requirement that the goods must
be produced in foreign countries if they are to be sold under the pro-
tection of the patents. American firms have therefore been forced to
establish branch plants abroad for their own protection. This has
prevented them from employing the American worker and manufac-
turing the goods in this country for export to the market in which
they are interested.

aving tasted the flavor of low wages in other countries these com-
anies have come to look kindly upon the reciprocal trade program.
hey have become benevolent internationalists almost overnight.

Likewise the administrators have devised no means by which to
overcome the practices of international cartels whereby markets of
the world are parceled out and prices fixed so that almost any barriers
can be circumvented.

As g final argument to extend the program uneltered, it is alleged
that discontinuation of the reciprocal trade program would cause
8 loss of faith in us among the nations associated with us in the war.
This fear is extended to include any substantial alteration in the
present method of concluding trade treaties.

In reply we say that we do not oppose extension of the program,
We oppose only the present undemocratic and unscientific method
of changing our tariff rates. The record shows that nearly all the
countries with which we have reached agreements require legislative
a}ll)proval before the treaties go into effect. These countries treat
the agreements as treaties and subject them to such democratic

;
i
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processes as exist. Much is made of the fact that some of these
couniries have & parliamentary system of government and that for
this reason ratification is virtually a foregone conclusion.

Since the prime minister is the head of the parliament, and, since
e carries out tho treaties, parlinmentary approval is almost automatic,

We do not have a parliamentary system and we may confidently
assume that the other nations of the world are aware of this fact and
‘that they moreover understand the difference between our system and
‘a parliamentary system. They know that one Congress cannot bind a
succeeding Congress on unfinished busmess, and for that matter
neither can a parliament,.

It is difficvlt to see by what construction of our action our associates
in the war would lose faith in our international objectives so long as
wo remain true to the democratic processes, as these processes are
carried out under our Constitution. Surely we are not to understand
that we should change our form of government under the fear that the
world will misunderstand us if wo go about our business in accordance
with our fundamental political structure. To appear to do so when
we are not in fact doing so would only be deceptive and would in the
end properly result in a loss ot faith in us.

Quite contrary to causing a loss of faith in us, if we return to the
democratic processes where wo have wandered somewhat away, this
reaflirmation of our faith in democracy should hearten our associates
instead of giving rise to misgivings. Those who think differently
fbetrsiy, albeit unwittingly, a lack of faith in the representatives of the
people.

. I? we are fighting for the preservation of democracy and freedom
it would be setting a very doubtful precedent to be led by a fancied
international expedient to advertise to the world a lack of faith in
representative government. When we have no objection to parlia-
‘mentary ratification of the trade treaties by other countries, is it not
drawing an unfavorable comparison between representative and par~
liamentary government to proclaim that senatorial ratification is un-
desirable? This comes near to obsequiousness before foreign powers
-.a,ndl &)oorly fits the conduct of the leading democratic power in the
world.

The conclusion from the foregoing considerations is that the objec-
tions to the cost-of-production formula and to Senate ratification,
both of which we support as a condition of approving the extension
«of the trade program, are not substantial and rest on unsound premises,
To seck the reduction of trade barriers when the barriers cannot be
«defined or measured represents a step backward, & reaction. To
-oppose Senate ratification on the grounds of delay is specious, since
time limits can be established; to oppose it on other 'grounds repre-
sents a lack of faith in the representatives of the people, character-
istic of totalitarian regimes. And to fear the effects of submission
of the trade treaties to the Senate upon our international associates
in the war is not worthy of the upholders of democracy.

If we consider the uncertainties following the termination of the
war we can feel quite sure of two consequences, namely: (1) A tre-
mendous problem of readjustment from wartime to peacetime pro-
duection, and, (2) an unprecedented flow of goods into the United
States from all over the world as soon as the war-torn countries are
able to reopen their factories to peacetime production, and, the dump-
ing of the products of such factories into American markets.
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Both of these consequences will be much more far-reaching than
after the last war. We have many more men under arms and we have
converted to war production much more extensively than in 191718,

It is obvious that we cannot depend upon a bargaining policy to
meet the foreign competition to which we surely will be exposed.
How can we reemploy our demobilized millions if we leave wide open
the doors to ruinpus foreign competition? Qur industries would be
crippled from the outset which means that additional millions of our
workers will have to be provided for through relief rolls. No longer-
can foreign competition be laid to inefficient hand labor. Mechaniza-
tion and mass production has made very great progress within the
last decade not alone in the United States, %ut in foreign countries as
well, especially in Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Japan. Machines,
not human bands, set the pace for production more and more.

It is reasonable to assume that with mass production prevailing in
foreign countries competition for American markets will be more
keen than ever before. Indeed, the competition may well take the
form of state-controlled exports from corporate states like Russia.

We, therefore, believe that the trade treatics should be suspended
6 months after the cessation of hostilities and the constitutional powers
of the Congress to deal with foreign trade be reestablished. In that
way alone can we be prepared to meet the impact of post-war dis-
location with hands untied.

Then, to summarize briefly:

1. We believe that the reciproeal trade program is not in itself an
effective instrument of international peace. Its possible contribution
is quite limited.

2, We recognize the need for foreign trade and favor its expansion
within the limits ascertainable by cost-of-production investigations.

+ 3. We do oppose the transfer of employment opportunities from our
country to low-wage countries by permitting underselling of our
commodities by competitive foreign goods in the domestic market,

. We beliove that the legitimate interests of our workers can be
better protected if the trade treaties are submitted to the Senate for
ratification. We do not believe that Congress is justified in divesting
itsalf of the treaty-making power,

5. We believe that the exercise of the constitutional powers of the
Congress by the Congress cannot and should not be an affront to any
member of the United Nations group.

6. Under world conditions now prevailing we are in accord with
extending the reciprocal-trade-treaty authorization. We believe,
however, that our national welfare demands the suspension of all
trade treaties 6 months after the cessation of hostilities and the return
to the Congress of its constitutional authority to regulate foreign
commaerce. :

. 7. If the conditions indicated above are met we do not oppose the
extension of the reciproeal trade program.

1 want to thank you gentlemen for the opf)ortuni‘oy accorded me in
just hastily preseriting our points of view. I had hoped I might have
appeared tomorrow, when I perhaps could have entered more fully
into these matters. That concludes our presentation.

Senator VanpunBERG, May I ask one question in regard to that
final point, Mr. Woll? You have insisted that all trade agreements
should be revoked 6 months after the cessation of hostilities.

"
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Mr. Worr. We believe those in existence should terminate not less
than 6 months after cessation of hostilities, and any new ones entered
into should not be for a longer period.

Senator Vanpanserc. Would it not equally reach your point of
view if they were revocable without actually being revoked by
present action?

Mr. Worr. Of Congress?

Senator VANDENBERG. Yes.

Mr. WoLr. Without confirmation by the Executive? ‘

Senator Vanpensera. Well, with or without, if they are revokable,
Would you not reach precisely the same point that you would if you
now prejudged the issue and undertook to revoke?

Mr. Wour, I think, speaking for myself and without conferring
with my associates, I would say “Yes.” If Congress could revoke
them and then possibly the Executive could do so, the power of a
board of review would be had by agencies of the people through an
open hearing in Congress.

Senator VANDENBERG. It seems to me that is more in keeping with
your whole theory of approach, because all you are asking is that the
question be kept open.

Mr. WoLr. And so these agreements may be reviewed in the light
of the situation existing, because we are apprehensive of the situation
with which the world will be confronted at that time.

Senator Davis, Mr. Wall, you have been a representative prac-
ticelly of the printers and bookbinders?

Mr., Worr. They are part of our group.

Senator Davis. I wag wondering what effect these reciprocal trade
agreements had upon the book industry.

Mr, Wort. Well, as a matter of fact the reciprocal trade treaties
never had sufficient time in which to indicate either benefits or a
distinctive harm, for you realize it was in 1934, I think, that thety were
authorized, and it was not until & year or a year and a half when
they came into operation.

Senator Lucas., May I ask a question right there?

Mr. WoLr. Yes. y

Senator Lucas. Reading from Mr, Green’s testimony before the
Ways and Means Committee, he says:

The evidence is conclusive that reciprocal trade agreements have made possible
a substantial increase in the export of American goods, resulting in a notable
increase of employment in the industries concerned.

Mr. Worn. You will have to ask Mr, Green where he got the
evidence upon which to predicate that. I cannot answer that, but
I will say we have no such evidence.

" Senator Lucas. It is rather strange that the president of this great
or%aniza.tion would make a statement of that kind in the record
before the House Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. Worr. Not any more strange than that those that are affected
by the foreign competition have the contrary point of view, and I'bave
watched these things specifically. )

Senator Lucas. That may bg true. The only statement I have
made is that he makes that as a definite statement before the Ways:
and Means Commniittee, T presume, and T think the country has the
right to presume, that he had some facts upon which to base it.

)
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: Mr. Worw. I am prepared to demonstrate the validity of the state-
ments I make.

Senator Liucas. There seems to be some variance on important
matters of that kind. We have diametrically different opinions
here from the representatives of the workers of this country.. One
fellow says that it does and the other fellow says that it does not, so
we are left just hanging in midair. ‘

Mr. WoLL, As to the validity of the statement of President Green.
and mine, I can demonstrate the validity of my statement.

. Senator ConnaLLY, The question I want to ask is thig: The chief
complaint about the operation of the trade agreements has been made
by the agricultural, ranch, and farming interests on the ground
that the operation has resulted in a stimulation of the export of indus-
trial products at the expense of ranch and farm intercsts. Now, if
that is true, that would help labor, would 1t not, because the more
industrial products we export, the more employment at home and the
more wages labor gets; is that not true? That is probably what Mr,
Green had in mind in his testimony before the House. It was due to
the stimulation of the export of automobiles, sewing machines, and all,
the industrial products of the country.

Mr. WoLi, First of all, may I say the increase in exports as to
asutomobiles, as to sewing machines and everything els¢ raises a
serious question of our patent laws, where manufacturers have been,
compelled to put their branch factovies in foreign countries in order
to protect the patents in those countries. There are many factors.
that enter into the question of increased production.

+ ‘Senator ConNaLLY. That would be true regardless of this act.

Mr, WoLL, Entirely so.

-Benator ConnarLy. 1 am very much opposed to going to foreigu
countries and establishing foreign plants, but I do not know of any
way to stop it. [t just occurted to me that Mr. Greene no doubt
had that in mind when he testified to that, that through the stimula-
tion of exports of industrial products from the United States, labor:
had been benefited through an increase in employment, an increase
in wages, .

: Senator Buruer, Mr. Chairmen, may I just interpose a remark
there? The total of our exports are in the neighborhood of 10 percent
of the over-all business of the country; 90 percent of our business.is
domestic. .If we would improve the 10 percent a little bit we would.
injure the 90 percent considerably. ,

Senator Warss., Mr. Woll, some of the members of the committee
may not know your background. You have specialized in the study
and analysis of the effect of the tariff upon the workers of the country?’

Mr. Wowr, I have been representing these organizations for many

ears, and it has been our specific duty to deal with the question of
imports and exports as they affect our foreign trade.

enator WaLsa. For how many years?

. Mr. Wors. It is hard for me to tell how many years. I judge about
20 years or more. :

. S%na’tor Warsu, And that has been one of your chief contributions.
to the American Federation of Labor?

. Mr. WoLw, As a matter of fact, it is the onlﬁ agency in the American.
Federation of Labor that makes a study of the problem.



EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT 91

" “Senator ConnNaLLy. May I ask him one more question?

The CuairmaN. Yos, Senator Connally.

Senator CoNNALLY. Then 1 will let you alone, Mr. Woll.

Mr. WoLL. Yes.

Senator ConnNarLy. Do you know how the general, average wage
level of the American worker at the present time compares with that
same level prior to the operation of the trade agreements? Is it
higher or lower?

r. WoLr. Well, I would not say that the wago lovel has been
affected in connection with the reciprocal trade treaties.

Senator ConnaLLy. What are the facts? You know whether it is
higher or whether it is lower.

. r. WoLr. The wages have increased since 1934, no question about
that.

Senator ConnavrLy. That is all.

Mr, Worr. I think our trade unions have been the particular
agencies responsible for that increase.
| S(%nator Connarvy. I do not care about that, I just wanted to get

the facts.
. Senator Crark. Mr. Woll, in conneclion with the capacity in
which Mr. Green, president of the American Federation of Labor,
appeared before the House commitiee, T should like to rend you some
cross-examination at the conclusion of Mr. Green’s very fine state-
ment, and see whether you think Mr. Green has correctly and fairly
stated the situation in regard to his appearance there.

Senator ConnaLny. I do not think it is quite fair to draw this
contrast between Mr. Woll and Mr. Green.  They both belong to’
the same group.

Senator Crark. Mr. Woll started out on his statement, as 1 under-
stood it, by more or less repudiating the testimony of Mr. Green.
I simply want to read into the record at this point what Mr. Green
said as to the capacity in which he was appearing there.

Senator ConnaLLy. I think it looks a little unfair to make a sub-
ordinate attack the testimony of his superior. :

Senator Crark. At the conclusion ¢f Mr. Green’s very fine state-
ment Mr. Jenkins asked him these questions—Congressman Jenkins::

Mr. JENKINS, Mr, Green, I should like to ask you this, is this your annual
meoting statement or is this a statement that has been approved by your great
organization?

r. GreeN, I am submitiing that on behalf of the American Federation of
Labor and as the president of the American Federation of Labor. I want to
submit, Congressman Jenkins, as I have just stated, that I know that thero are
organizations and individuals in the American Federation of Labor who may
entertain a different point of view. .

Mr. Jenkins. That is what I want to bring out. I understand there was a
gentleman who was supposed to appear here yesterday or the day before that
represents an organization that is affiliated with your organization, and bis
statement would have been the same this year as it was 3 years ago, which was that
he was very bitterly opposed to the extension of these agreements.

Mr, GreEen., Well, under our set-up representatives of organizations can do
that. They have a perfect right to do it. .

Mr. Jungins, They have their own sclf-autonomy?

Mr, Green, That is right.

Mr. Jenkins, That is what I want to bring out—~whethor the American Fed-
eration of Labor in its annual meeting has ever taken this position on the subject.

le;. t(ﬁ;l;mu. 1 could not tell unless I examined the records, and I am not sure
abou \ ;
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Mr. Jenkins, Then I tako it that your argument today is made upon your own

reslelonsibility as the president of the American Federation of Labor.
r. GreeN. Exactly.

Mr, Junkins, And then am I justified in feoling that you do not speak here
today as a result of any action having been taken by your great organization in
convention, when they would take such action?

Mr. Gregn, 1 think I am in & position to pretty well and aceurately appraise
the sentiment of this great organization that I have the honor to represent,

My, Jenking, T do not doubt that at all, I do not doubt that vou speak
honestly and faithfully, as you always do, snd you know I have great respect for

ou. . But still I do not want it to appear that you are speaking for the American
'ederation of Labor today after that federation has taken action on this matter.

Mr. Green, Well, after all, I will leave it to the committee to take into ace
count the fact that I have been serving them 18 years. I have been reelected 18
times without ogmposition; and if I misrepresent them, they won’t have me in there
at any time. But if there is anyone who wants to coms here, associated with us,
and present their point of view that is contradictory and different with any other
point of view, they have a perfect right to do that.

Mr. WouL. In order to climinate any false impressions, as for the
last statement that President Green has been reelected 18 years with-
out o;i)posmon, may I say that during that same period of time I
have been reelected vice president of the American Federation of
Labor for an equal time without opposition of any kind. He speaks,
of course, in his own personal capacity, as he indicates. He says he
is not speaking from the record. I am presenting a record of the
action of the executive council, which has not been modified since
that time. . . .

1 do not know that thero is any difference between President Green
and me on this subject. We do not oppose the reciprocal trade
treaties, Mo speaks of the reciprocal trade treaties.  We urge that
these reciproeal trade treatics, the increase or reduction of rates, be
founded upon a basis of the cost of production, and that the treaties
should be ratified by the Senate, Now, it is only as to the method
in which they shall be negotiated and concluded that we may differ.
I do not know whit President Green’s personal view is on that sub-
jeet. He may differ with me on that, or he may not,

Senator Crark. His whole statement was an cxceedingly strong
endorsement of the cxtension of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements
Act,

Mr. WorL. And I am not argning against it. o

Senator Crark. I am just trying to find out what your position is.

Mr. Wour. If there is any difference between us, the field is very
narrow. It deals only with the method or the form in which it shall
take place. ) )

The Cuanman. At any rate, it demonstrates that yours is a
democratic organization; does it not? ) . ‘ )

Mr. Wort. Absolutely. As to the official position of the American
Federation of Labor, I present to you its records, with a further
statement that nothing has been dono by the executive council or by
a convention of the American Federation of Labor to chango those
records, or resolutions, or declarations, )

The CHAIRMAN. -Are there any other gueaddons, gentlomen? If
not, thank you very much, Mr, Woll.  We are very glad to have you
appear before the committee. . .

- The CuamrmAN. Is there anything else this morning? Is there any
other witness now who might wish to be heard? .
(No response.)
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The CuairMaN. Responsive to a question that I asked yesterday
of Dr. Sayer, this memorandum is furnished me enumerating certain
articles, and I wish to put it in the record.

(The matter referred to is as follows:)

Dara RuquesTeEp BY THE CiHAIRMAN FroMm StaTE DEPARTMENT

The United States granted concessions on a very large number of nonagricultural
producets of the United Kingdom which farmers buy and use. Included amon
these are the following: Pottery, earthenware, and china; various machines an
parts for them; table and kitchenware; wire rope; hall and roller bearings; sad-
dlery and harness and hardware for them; knives, hay forks, manure forks, and
other hand farm tools; shotguns and rifles; motorcyeles, bicycles, and parts for
them; engines of various types; linoleum; woolen and worsted textiles; leather
produots of various special types; paper and paper products; emery wheels and
files; gunny bagging, cordage, and twine; brushes; hats, boots, shoes, and gloves;
tiles; sheep shears; and many others.

In trade agreements with other countries the Unite 1 States has made concessions
on such products of interest to farmers as orcam separators, metal lhoops and
bands for baling cotton or other commaoditics, woven-wire cloth, axles and parts
thereof, cast-iroa pipe and fittings, chains for transmitting power, mill saws and
crosscut saws, electrical vacuum cleancrs, penknives, table knives and bhutcher
knives, safety razors and blades, pliers and files, wateh and clock movements,
forks, i)oes, rakes, seythes, sickles, and corn knives, cooking and heating stoves,
rivets, nuts, washers, and scrows, various types of lumber, wheel hubs, wagons
and carriages, and hundreds of other items,

The CuairMaN. In view of the statement made by Mr. Wilson
vepresenting the wool growers, and repeated tclegrams from the

ool Growers Association, and Mr. Wilson’s statement that Mr,
Marshall is en route and will be here tomorrow morning, I think the
committee should receive Mr. Marshall’s brief tomorrow morning
and if he insists upon it, maybe hear him personally, as I have already
stated to Mr. Wilson.

Mr. FLynn., There are several labor organizations who expected to
testify. In view of the apparent closing of the hearing, I would like
the opportunity of presenting a brief.

The Cuairman. I have already said anyone may present a brief.
The committee will recess until tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 11:35 2. m., an adjéurnment was taken to 10:30
a. m., Wednesday, May 19, 1943.)
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EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1948

Unirep STATES SENATE,
CommiTTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10:30 a. m. in
Room 312, Senate Office Building, Senator Walter F. George (chair-
man) presiding.

The CuairmaN, The committee will come to order. All right,
Mr. Marshall,

STATEMENT OF F. R, MARSHALL, SECRETARY, NATIONAL WOOL
GROWERS ASSOCIATION

_Mr, Marsmarn, Mr. Chairman, let me express my thanks for your
liberality in recognizing me under the circumstances. As you know,
we did not find it possible to appear before the House Committee on
Way and Means. . L

I am r%resentmg the National Wool Growers Association. The
National Wool Growers Association is a voluntary organization with
};eadquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah, and has been in existence for

8 years. )

he membership of the association consists principally of wool
growers in Texas and 12 other Western States having State organiza-
tions affiliated with the national. . . .

These States have 36 million of the 55 million sheep in the United
States, as estimated by the Department of Agriculture on January 1,
1943.

The position of our association in regard to continuation of the
trade agreements pro%ram was expressed by unanimous vote in our
seventy-eighth annual convention, held at Salt Lake City, January
25 and 26, 1943, as follows:

In 1934, under the pressure of emergency, the Congress relinquished its treaty-
and tariff-making duties by granting authority to the Executive to enter into
so-called reciprocal trade agreements with foreign nations without the constitu~
tional proviso for Senate approval. This grant of authority expires in June,
and the executive department has now asked that it be extended.

We were opposed to this grant when it first was made, and its operation has
only served to increase our misgivings, We believe the law is clearly unconsti-
tutional. Its operation has served only to discourage those engaged in agricul-
ture, who, seemingly, have been singled out to bear the brunt of most tariff reduc-
tions so far made.

We are opposed to a further extension of this grant unless, in the judgment of
the Congress, some compelling reason exists which has not as yet been made

ublic. In that event, it should be approved only after requiring that all treaties

submitted to the Senate for its approval, as is provided in our Constitution,.
and as is the case in every foreign country with which we have made & trade
agreement, - ' o 0 L
95
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If we practice democracy at home, we may better preach it abroad.

I will take the liberty, Mr. Chairman, to amend the language of
that resolution insofar as it says, “is the case in every forcign country.”

I understand that there are some 12 countries which execute these
things provisionally and by later ratification and 4 in which they go
into effect the same as in this country.

The Cuamman. Yes, sir.

Mr. MarsuavL. There is a slight error in the language there. I
should like, firgt, to express the satisfaction of the wool growers in
being able to discuss this question before those who will make the
final decision. When we appear before the Committee on Reciprocity
Information to express our views on proposed new trade agreements,
we feol that there is not much hope that our expressions will ever
reach those by whom the terms of the new agreements are written.

While the wool growers are opposed to continuation of the trade
agreements program in its present form, we are not isolationists. We
feel that, so long as 26 of the 30 trade agrecments now in effect have
« had to be subjected to legislative action in their respective countries,
a similar requirement by the United States cannot {airly be taken as
any indication of this country’s intent to desert its allies or discon-
tinue its very liberal policies in connection with international affairs.

f WOOL REDUCTIONS SINCE 1984

Since 1934 duties on wool and lambs and on wool imported in manu-
factured form have been reduced through trade agreements with the
United Kingdom, France, Argentina, and Mexico.

The agreement with the United Kingdom became provisionall
effective on November 17, 1938, and was later ratified by the Britis!
Parliament. The duty on wool imported in the form of rags was
reduced from 18 gents to 9 cents per pound. In the next calendar
year, the imports of rags, chiefly from Great Britain, increased by 785
percent, or the equivalent of 20,000,000 pounds of wool. The
increases in imports of two types of cloth and clothing in the same
year were 219 percent and 69 percent and equal in all to 21,000,000
pounds of wool. -

In 1936, an agreement with France reduced duties to the world on
yarn, pile, and knit fabrics, thus increasing imports of foreign wool
and decreasing the potential demand for domestic wool by American
manufacturers, .

The agreement with Argentina was signed on October 14, 1941,
The rate on dutiable wools not finer than 40s was reduced from 24 to
13 cents per pound of clean content. On wools not finer than 44s
the reduction was from 29 to 17 cents per pound. The war situation
makes it imposgible fairly to determine the effect of these tariff
decreases on wool imports.

The agreement with Mexico was signed December 23, 1942. It
reduced the duties on sheep and lambs from $3 per head to $1.50.

Our industry has é)erhaps been fortunate in not having been sub-
j‘%cted to more tariff changes under the trade agreement program.

e know, however, that negotiations with Australin were under dis- -
cussion until interrupted by the outbreak of the war.

If the program is continued without modification, we shall still feel
that there is a shotgun behind the door which may be brought into:
play at any time. ,

1

s
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FOREIGN TRADE AND PROSPERITY

In testifying for this resolution before the Ways and Means Com-
mittee on April 14, Dr. Francis Sayre presented data and statements
concerning foreign trade and prices for domestic agricultural products.
Dr. Sayre referred to the striking correlation between the figures for
foreign trade and farm prices, and concluded that rising volume of
foreign trade causes higher pay rolls and agricultural prices. These
are his words:

First, * * * When imports are highest, factory workers in the United
States are earning the most money., These are times of inereased purchasing
power and of good demand, both for domestic and imported products,

Second. Farm prices and farmers’ income go up when foreign trade increases
and decline when foreign trade declines, This is true whether we look at total
foreign trade or at imports as a whole, or exports as & whole, or at imports of
agricultural products.

We can agree with Dr. Sayre that there is a close correlation between
the volume of foreign trade and our domestic agricultural prices and
pay rolls. I think, however, that there is at least room for a great deal
of argument as to whether the foreign trade is the cause or the result of
domestic prosperity. I submit that it can just as fairly be argued that
our imports and exports increase when we are having prospéyous
conditions in this country, and that increased foreign trade is the result,
rather than the cause of domestic prosperity.

THE NET EFFECT OF TRADE AGREEMENTS UPON AGRICULTURE

The Tariff Commission has prepared material showing the value of
agricultural and nonagricultural imports and exports for the years
1934, 37, ’38, 39, '40. Because of the effect of the war upon foreign
trade, I am comparing the figures for 1934 with those for 1939 to show
how agriculture has fared under the agroements that were in effect
in the latter year. i

It must be stated that this study cannot include trade with Ar-
genting and Uruguay since the agreements with those countries were
not negotiated until 1941.

Noncompetitive agricultural imports are not separated from
competitive imports. However, it seems fair to ‘consider increases
in imports folE)wing tariff changes as consisting of competitive
commodities since noncompetitive imports are practically duty-free
and have not been directly aflected by the trade agreements.

From 1934 to 1939 agricultural imports from trade-agreement
countries increased from five hundred and twelve to soven hundred
and seventeen million dollars, or 40 percent., In the same period
agricultural exports to the same countries increased by $57,000,000,
or 14 percent,

The net effect was an additional volume of agricultural imports
amounting to $148,000,000. As referred to above this increase must
bo considered as consisting of products that are competitive with
products of American farms and ranches.

Imports of nonagricultural products from trade- dgreemont coun-
tries from 1934 to 1939 increased from five hundred and forty-five
to eight hundred and twenty-eight million dollars, or 52 percent.
But exports of nonagricultural products to trade-agreement countries
rose from eight hundred and sixty-nine to one thousand six hundred
and forty-four million dollars, or 89 percent.
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Industry had a net gain of $492,000,000 in its trade with these
countries while agriculture took a net loss of $148,000,000,

Frequently, it 1s argued that our increased exports of industrial
materials cause larger pay rolls and increased demand for home-

roduced food and fibers. This idea might hold water if American

armers enjoyed the market for the incereased consumption by Ameri-
can labor of such larger quantities of farm products. But when the
increase in food and fiber requirements is supplied by increased im-
* ports, the farmer has, at least, received no benefit.

This policy of increasing agricultural imports in order to promote
industrial exports, carried out to its full and logieal result, would
ultimately place the United States in the position of some other
countries which produce chiefly mimufacturedp goods and are depend-
ent for food on the products of other countrices,

I think there will be no argument on the statement that this coun-
try should maintain its independence in food supplies, and not use its
tariffs to promote industry at the expense of agriculture.

T also wish to say for our association this morning, that the wool
growers are favorable to the proposal to terminate existing trade
agrecments 6 months after the cessation of hostilitics.

We subscribe to that. I am just now authorized by the representa-
tive of the American National Livestock Association, which is the
grincipal national organization of cattlemen, Mr., Mollin, who testified

efore the House, that the American National Livestock Association
joins in that endorsement of the 6-month amendment.

Senator VaNpENBERG, We are not proposing (o terminate them,
we are merely proposing to make them revocable when the time comes.

Mr. MarsuaLL., Thank you,

That, Mr. Chairman, in substance, is the basis of what I hoped
your committee would be willing to consider,

Senator Tarr.sMay I ask a question?

‘The CuarmMaN. Yes, Senator Taft.

Senator Tarr. Can you tell us anything about the emergency of the
old tariff immediately after the last war, the occasion for it, why it
was done?

Mr. MarsuALL, Yes.

The market was in & very bad condition at that time. My memory
is not as clear on it as it should be, Senator Taft, but the duties were
restored. The amounts of them I cannot clearly recall.

Senator Tarr. Did not an emergency arise immmediatoly after the
war which required an increase in the wool tariff? )

Mr. MagrsuarL, That was what President Wilson vetoed, and it
came in again under President Harding.

That was the Fordnoy-McComber Act. It was vetoed, then later
adopted quickly and allowed to stand until the regular bill was passed
under the Republican administration.

Senator Tarr. What was the occasion for it? )

Mr. MarsuaLL. We were under a fice-trade basis and the prices
were ruinous to the wool growers,

Senator Davis. There wore large stocks on hand, were there not,
after the last war? '

Mr. MarsaanL, When the war closed the Government had 525,-
000,000 pounds of wool on hand: .

Now it has a billion. .
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Senator Tarr. Was there also a large amount of wool in Australia
that was released?

Mr. Mansuair, Yes. The situation was entirely different at
that time. .

There was o large stock of wool in all the exporting countries,
The prices were very much depressed. In the days of President
Harding the emergency tariff was passed, which obtained until the
Fordney-McComber bill was passed.

Senator Tarr. Then the wool tariff was reduced to the 50 percent
figure, and was bound there for 3 years after the war by some treaty.

ight that produce a crisis in the wool industry after this war?

Mr. MagrsHALL. I do not see how it can be avoided.

Senator Tarr. We would, of course, be unable to pass any emer-
gency act because of the provisions in some existing treaties,

Mr. MarsHALL. Yes; and as I referred to here very briefly, shortly
before the war and after the Argentine agreement in 1941, I think the
State Department made some official statemont to the eflect of having
conversations with Australia.

In the case of Argentina they took the lower coarse wools which
we do not produce so largely in this country, they reduced the duty on
them. That affected us materially, but the war obscured the real
effect of it.

With Argentina it could only reduce the tariff on paragraph 1102,
which is our main protection. The war interfered with that. 1
anticipate it might be resumed after the war and any reduction in that
duty would be of serious consequence to the wool' growers of the
United States.

Senator Lucas. Just how have these trade agreements affected the
price of wool since they have been in effect?

Mr. MagsuaLL, Senator, the principal one which affected the price
of wool was the Argentine agreement in 1941, .

I have not attempted to go into that particularly, because war
conditions came on at that time and our wool imports had to be large.

Frankly, the war condition was increasing the price of wool in
general at that time. I do not think it is possible to fairly measure
the offect on the domestic price of wool of the Argentine reduction.

Senator Lucas. In the trade treaties that started in 1935, up to
1941, the wool growers lost how much by reason of the treaties?

Mr. MarssALL. As I stated, Senator, the United Kingdom agree-
ment did not reduce the dut{: on wool in its original form, but it did
reduce the duty on wool in the form of rags, which was reduced from
18 cents to 9 cents per pound. That supplied the dealers with a
considerable amount of material which otherwise they would have
imported. I have not attempted to measure that from 1938 to 1939.

ecause the effect on wool has been all since 1938, I did not think
it fair to consider the volumes of import or prices later than 1939,0on
account of the war, Wae think we have been very fortunate, Senator.

Senator Lucas. You have been very fortunate you mean in the
price of wool? .

Mr. MarsHaLL, And in the limitation of the agreements that have
been made, the effects of them.,

Senator Liucas. In other words, you have not been affected very
much up to this time, but your fear is that in the future, some agree-
ment may be made that will seriously affect the wool growers?
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. Mr, MagrsuaLn, That is our grincipal fear, Senator. Thoe reduc-
tions that had been made to the United Kingdom on rags and to
Argentina on the low wools have been serious, but owing to the effect
of war conditions, it is really impractical to measure it definitely in
dollars and cents. :

The Crarman. Thank you very much, Mr. Marshall.,

All right, Senator O'Mahoney, we will be very glad to hear you.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOSEPH C. 0'MAHONEY, UNITED STATES
SENATOR FROM WYOMING

Senator O’Manonny. I believe the issue which is presented to the
committee is one of the most fundamental importance. As a matter
of fact, it scems to me that the Congress of the United States, as a
legislative body exercising the constitutional authority which was
given to it by the constitution, now stands on the brink of oblivion
and is about to jump off.

For more than 20 years there has been a constant growth of execu-
tive power at the expense of the legislative power.

We see that growth in every avenue of government. It would not
have been f)ossnble if it had not been for the fact that Congress has
nonchalantly acquiesced in the delegation of the legislative power to
the Executive. I am profoundly convinced, Mr. Chairman, and gentle-
men of the committee, that by the action of the Congress upon this
measure with respect to whether or not it shall retain for Congress
some degree of supervision over the action of the Executive power
will depend the future ability of the people of the United States to
control the action of their Government through the Congress.

This is the crisis of the struggle between the Congress and bureauc-
racy. I do not nced to tell the members of this committee that such
8 struggle has been going on.  We see it on every hand.

Members of thesexecutive are interested enough to pay lip service
to Congress, to its functions, to its duty and responsibility, but it is
only lip service.

If it is necessary for some burcau head to get the confirmation of
tho Senaté before he may exercise his powers, every member of the
Senate will be besieged by his friends until the confirmation is secured,
and then when the confirmation is sceured as likely as not you will
find such a person saying, “Congress is calling me up before its com-
mittees too often. Why dan’t they let me alone to do my work?”

We have bad examples of that.

So, Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to come here this morning to
thresh old wheat. I am not going to make the old argument about
the constitutionality of trade agreements, the distinction between
treaties and trade agreements; I am not going to discuss the question
as to whether or not this is an exercise of the taxing power, I mean,
in the Reciprocal Trade Agrecments Act which, under the constitu-
tion, belongs to the Congress, and which should be initiated in the
House of Representatives. I am not going to discuss the question of
whether or not this is a regulation of commerce. Of course, it is all
of those things. The Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act does invade
the field of treaties; it does invade the field of revenue legislation; it
does invade the field of regulation of commerce.
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What I want to point out to you first of all, is the constitution says
that in international arrangements which assume the dignity of
treaties the Senate is part of the executive power.

In the matter of revenue legislation, the constitution said that
revenue bills shall initiate in the Houso. It was the traditional view
of the framers of the Constitution that the power of the purse is the
very essence of democratic government. so the framers of the Con-
stitution were careful to preserve the power of the purse for the
elected representative of the people.

Now, for 10 years we have Ii)een delegating that power to the
executive arm of government. The Constitution says in words
that cannot be misunderstood Congress shall have the power to
regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the -several
States, the Indian tribes, and so forth.

The power to regulate commerce under our system is a congressional

ower,

Why should I indulge in legalistic argument on whether or not this
}i‘ower should be delegated and may be delegated, whether or not the

rade Agreements Act sets forth a standard?

Every lawyer on this committee knows that the courts have in-
variably held that Congress cannot delegate its legislative power
unless 1t prescribes a standard which is intelligible and capable of
being followed.

I am not going to urge upon this committee what I know and what
I have said before that there is no standard here. I am talking to
you now about the elimination of the voice of Congress from the
reorganization of the world when this war is over, that is what we are
talking about and let nobody make any mistake about it.

I am saying to you gentlemen there is no power under heaven that
can strip the Congress of the United States of its authority to act for
the people of the United States except the Congress itself, and we
are doing it so fast that it appalls me.

This committee on the 2d of March unanimously recommended
to the Senate the enactment of a resolution setting up a special com-
mittee to study post-war economic policies.

This committee asked the Senate of the United States to appoint
10 members of the Senate to study the problems of the post-war world,
and to make a report to Congress. Eet me read that resolution to
you:

Resolved, That there is hereby established—

(@) A special committee to be known as the Committee on Post-War Economic
Policy and Planning (hereinafter referred to as the special committee)..

The special committee shall be composed of 10 Members of the Senate, 6
ggmtthe majority and 4 from the minority, appointed by the President of the
nate,

(¢) It shall be the duty of the special committee to investigate all matters
relating to post-war economic policy and problems; to gather information, plans,
and suggestions from informed sources with respect to such problems; to study
the plans and suggestions received; to report to the Congress from time to time
the results of findings made and conclusions reached. It Is the sense and purpose
of this resolution to make accessible to the Congress, through the special com-
mittee, the most complete information respecting post-war economic policy and
post-war problems that is available, to the end that Congress may be advised
respecting those problems and in a position to formulate solutions with respect
to them which will result in the greatest contribution by the Congress to achieve-
ment of & stable economy and a just, peace. It is intended that full authority to
accomplish this general purpose shall be granted by this resolution,
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HpariNgs: SUBPOENAS: DISBURSEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sec, 2. The special committee, or any subcommittee thercof, shall have power
to hold hearings and to sit and aet at such places and times, to require by subpena
or otherwise the attendance of such withesses and the production of such books,
papers, and documents, to administer such oaths, to take such testimony, an
to make such expenditures, as it deems advisable, not exceeding the sum or
$50,000. Subpenas shall be issued under the signature of the chairman of said
committee, and shall be served by any person designated by him, Amounts
appropriated for the expenses of the committee shall be disbursed by the chairman,

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION

Smc. 8, The special committee shall have power {o employ and fix the compen-~
sation of such officers, experts, and employees as it deems necessary for the per-
formance of its duties, but the compensation so fixed shall not exceed the compen-
sativon fixed under sections 661-663, 664-673, and 674 of title 5 of the United
States Code for comparable duties, Officers and employees of the Government
shall be detailed to the service of the special committee on its request, without
additional compensation, and such officers and employees shall be paid from the
appropriations regularly available for their salaries.

Gentlemen of the committee, how can the Senate of the United
States, or this special committee, or this committee make any con-
tribution to the solution of these post-war problems if we blithely
surrender to the executive the complete and absolute power contained
in the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act without review to regulate
international trade?

Sometimes when I think about this problem, I am impressed by
the thought that many of us, in discussing it in the past znd in think-
ing about it now, are guide(i by habit of thought, = We still imagine
that international trade and commerce is the exchange of goods and
services among individuals, among the representatives of free enter-

rise, whereas if we know a thing about what has been happening
in the world for the last 20 years, we know that international trade is
now %ovemed by Government action and by the action of international
cartels.

‘When we think of trade and commerce in the terms of 50 years ago,
we are thinking of an old, old world. I should like to see the Congress
of the United States begin to think in terms of the world that is to be
aftor this war. '

What brought on the collapse? Those who have advocated the
Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act have shid that it was brought about
by an incredse of nationalism, it was brought about by high tariffs,

, gentlemen, that is just a superficial view. What ?pened was
that the lending power of banks dnd of Government failed.

For 20 years we have been building up markets by lending money
to the gurchasers, hoping that somehow or another trade would be
gotten back on its old basis. .

We are talking about synthetic rubber today. What about that
question of synthetic rubber?

Don’t we know that the British Government and Dutch Govern-
ment had an intcrnational cartel which controlled the price of rubber?

Don’t we know that that was not a matter of the exchange of goods
and services among the people? The rubber trade was controlled by
the Governments, It was a government act.

When we think of steel and copper, when we think of tungsten and
the General Electric, can we close our minds to the fact that the Inter-
national Cartel, the combination of I. G. Farbenindustrie and Krupp
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in Germany, with some of our own great industrial organizations like
the General Electric dominated the trade?

They entered into the international agreement without so much
as 8 “by your leave’’ of the Senate of the United States.

They made their reciprocal trade agreements. Congress had
nothing in the world to say about, them, and the people whom the
Congress represents, were the vietims of these trades.

Is it going to be any correction of that system to transfer this
power completely to the executive branch of the Government?

No 1 some gentlemen may think that this is 8 mere figment of the
imagination.

I say to grou gentlemen of the committee that you are dealing with
the most fundamental question that has arisen in the American
political and constitutipnal scene in 100 years,

I want to call your attention to the testimony of the Honorable
Francis B. Sayre before the House committee. He was asked to
explain the fact that of the 26 countrics with which we have nego-
tiated trade agreements only 4 have placed the legislative body in
the position of impotence, that the Congress of the United States has
done for itself.

“How does it come,” Assistant Secretary Sayre was asked, “that
of all these countries 22 retain in some form or another the legislative
power to ap]irove these trade agreements?”’

Now just listen to his answer. I am reading from page 164 of the
House hearings. This testimony was given on April 14. He was
asked about the list of countries. '

“Who issued this list?”” Mr. Knutson of the House committee asked.

Mr. Sayre. I am not sure whether it is the Tariff Commission or the Depart~
ment of State. I can’t say offhand, sir; I am not sure which.

The agreements not requiring subsequent foreign legislative action are those
made with Belgium and Luxemburg, with Cuba, with Ecuador, and with Peru.

I interrupt long enough to point out that the trade agreement with
Belgium and Luxemburg was in fact a treaty, because it modified a
previously made treaty.

No matter what you may say about regulation of commerce, or
what you may desire to say about the taxinf power, that trade agree-~
ment did, in fact, modify a treaty which had previously been modified
by the Senate of the United States in accordance with the Constitution.

Then returning to Mr. Sayre:

Those agreements put into effect provisionally, subject to eventual foreign legis-
lative action, are Argentina, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Netherlands,
Switzerland, Turkey, nited IKingdom, and Venezuela.

Those a;geen}ents which did not become effective until after foreign legislative
action are Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Finland, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Sweden, and Uruguay.

I shall refrain from making the comment which comes to mind in
this connection. ‘

In order that I may lay before this committee the seriously dis-
torted and naive opinion of Mr. Sayre with respect to the executive
and legislative power, Mr. Sayre was cognizant of the fact that this
list which he had just given of little republics in Latin America showed
greater loyalty to the principle of legislative representation of the
people than the Congress of the United States, and so he wanted to
explain it away.
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Listen to the éxplanation:

I would like to add that with respect to many of these, they are agreements
with countries under the parliamentary system of government, By that, of
course, as you realize, the exeocutive is in control of legislative action.

Can anybody imagine a more complete reversion of the facts?

He goes on:

So long as the executive, the prime minister, remains in power, he can com.
mand the action of the leglslature, so that an agreement entered into agreed to
by the executive, sanctioned by the prime minister, practically is assured of
legislative support. That is, in those countries one does not have the distine-
tion, the separation, I mean, between legislative and executive functions.

Oh, Mr. Chairman, we have that distinction in the United States.
The framers of the Constitution were careful to say the Executive
shall not be free of the legislative power. And we representatives of
the people blithely walk up to the bar of history and say, “Despite
everﬁthing that has happened in our past we desire to surrender to
the Executive this power which the framers of the Constitution said
belongs to the people through their representatives.’”

Senator BaiLey. Senator, it is not so much a desire as incapacity.

- T would like to have you address yourself to that.

You are very eloquent in expressing it. How can we go about it?
What is your suggestion? .

Senator O’ManroNEY. May I come to that in just 4 moment?

I want to finish the analysis of what Mr. Sayre has said.

“So long as the executive,” he says, ‘‘the prime minister, remains in
rower, he can command the action of the legislature.”

Now we all know perfectly well that the prime minister in a parlia-
mentary government holds his position at the will of the parliament.
Fie cannot command the parliament. The moment that he takes an
action which is out of harmon{] with the will of the parliament, that
moment he loses hjs political head. But in this country, when the
legislative surrenders its power of supervision over the executive,
then indeed the executive becomes all-powerful, then indeed do we
find that the executive power of the government is being built up at
the expense of the legislative.

Oh, Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that there never was a time in
all the history of this Government when it was of greater importance
that the elected representatives of the people should stand, without
trembling or taking a single backward step, for the preservation,
complete and unadulterated, of legislative power.

Now, I come to the question asked by the Senator from North
Carolina.

All that is necessary, I will say to the Senator, is for the Congress
to equip itself with its own experts, to equip itself with a sufficient
staff to do the work which ought to be done and which must be done,
Of course, the life of this sge is much more complicated than the
life of 50 years ago, or 100 years ago, but we create these expert execu-
tive bureaus now under the acgis of the Executive and then we surren-
der the power and practice of supervision over them. Indeed, if we
do try to ekercise any supervision, then the cry goes out, “What is
the Congress interfering with the Executive for?”

They say we are interfering with the efficiency of government.
And yet there is not a Member of the Senate, or & Member of the
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House, who cannot point out innumerable instances of the inefficienc
of the bureaus, the incompetence of the bureaus to do the wor
which has been delegated to them.

Senator Dananger. Senator, may I ask you a question?

Senator O’'ManoNEY, Let me add just this word. Take this Com-
mittee on Finance now for the fourth time dealing with this problem
of reciprocal trade agreement.

We have been content through all this period of 10 years to invite
spokesmen from various parts of the country, representatives of in-
terested orgenizations, to come here and give their testimony, and
then we dismiss them. What effort has been made by the Ways and
Means Committee of the House and by the Finance Committee of
the Senate to enter into all of the problems that affect this question
of international trade?

Let us take for example, trade with the Latin-American countries.
How much testimony is there before this committee or before the
Ways and Means Committee about the loans of the Export-Import
Bank in Latin America? Mr. Nelson A. Rockefeller was testifying
before the House committee and he is the Coordinator for Inter-
American affairs, and he was attributing to the reciprocal trade pro-

am the increase of trade with Latin erica and he said—I have

orgotten the figures—trade has increased from $462,000,000 in 1932
to $960,000,000, let us say, in 1939.

I want to call your attention to the fact that as of May 17, 1943, the
authorizations and commitments of the Export-Import Bank of
Washington to Latin-American countries amounted t0$757,134,014.79.
Does anybody imagine that that has nothing to do with this trade?
That is the action of a Government body. It is not the reciprocal
trade agreements that are building up the trade with Latin-America.

What about the purchase of gold? The Executive buying gold in
South Africa, digging it up from the ground there, transporting it
acrgss the seas, and burying it in the ground here in order to increase
trade. :

Senator Lopae. Will the Senator permit a question?

Senator O’ManronEy. Surely. .

Senator Lobpae. When the Senator says Congress stands on the
brink of oblivion I do not think he exaggerates at all. It seems to me
that this procedure in this resolution can be followed in a way so as to
bygass Congress entirely. .

enator O’'MaronEY. I am going to show that that is precisely the
intent.

Senator Lopen. Let me ask the Senator, When is an agreement
between nations a treaty, and when isn’t it? L

Senator O’Manoney. Well, as I said at the beginning, it had not
been my intention to go into that old argument. That was all pre-
sented very lucidly by Senator Pittmen in 1940. _In the course of that
argument at that timo the same question arose: What is the difference
between & trade agreement and & treaty? I will say to the Senator
as I see it, and I think a study of all the international agreements will
bear it out, a treaty is an international agreement which states a
course of policy affecting the public welfare over a period, whereas an
executive agreement is an international compact or convention to
carry out a policy which has already been determined by the proper
legislative authority of the Government.
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Now, in the course of the discussion, when Senator Pittman was
speaking-—I am reading from page 3322 of the Record of March 25,
1940-—1 interrupted him in order to read into the Record some ma-
terial that had been presented, mistakenly 1 thought, by Congressman
Robertson, of Virginia, to show that there is no distinction between
treaties and trade agreements. The then chairman of this committee,
Senator Harrison, inserted it into the Record, and I thought that the
record of the Senate should contain it.

Mr, Willis Robertson was quoting from thée opinion of Chief Justice
‘Tancy in the case of Hames v. Jannison, 14 Peters 540, page 571.
Now the virtue of this quotation, of course, is that it is the authority
cited by the principal advocate of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements
Act in the House of Representatives and the Ways and Means Com-
mittce. This evidently was the very best authority he could find.
I am quoting now from Chief Justice Taney as quoted by Mr.
Robertson:

In the very next clause of the Constitution, the States are forbidden to enter
into any ‘‘agreement’”’ or ‘“compact” with a foreign nation; and as these words

could not have been idly or superfluously used by the framers of the Constitution,
they cannot be construed to mean the same thing with the word ““treaty.”

Now, there is no need of disagreeing over that. A trade agreement
and treaty are different things.

A few oxtracts from an eminent writer—

the Chief Justice went on—

on the laws of nations, showing the manner in which these different words have

been used, and the different meanings sometimes attached to them will, perhaps,

contribute to explain the reason for using them all in the Constitution; and will
rove that the most comprehensive terms were employed in prohibiting the
tates all intercourse with foreign nations. )

Chief Justice Taney is saying that when the Constitution prohibited
the States from making an agreement or compact with foreign nations
the Constitution wag prohibiting all international intercourse, and I
assume nobody will debate that.

Vattel—
now he is quoting an authority—
page 102, section 152, says: “A treaty, in Latin foedus, is a compact made with &

view to the public welfare, by the superior power, either for perpetuity or for a
considerable time,”

Then section 153:

The compacts which have temporary matters for their object are called agree-
ments, conventions, and pactions, They are accomplished by one single act, and
not by repeated acts. These compacts are perfected in their execution once for
:“; :reaties receive & successive execution, whose duration equals that of the

reaty.

That is the end of the quotation from the authority made by Chief
Justice Taney. .

Senator Lopar. Isn't it true that the decision as to whether a
certain international understanding is or is not a treaty must rest with
the executive branch of the Government?

Senator O’Manongey. Noj;not at all. There is no provision of the
Constitution anywhere that says the executive branch of the Govern-
ment should decide which is a treaty and which is not.

Senator Lopgr. What is the practical matter?

j
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Senator O’Manongy. The practical matter is this—and this is the
concluding phase of my tallt here—that for 20 years there has been a
conscious cffort in the State Department to build up the trade agree-
ments—not the trade agreements, the cxecutive agreement at the
expense of the treaty-making power. .

Senator BaiLey. The St. Lawrence treaty was negotiated by three
Presidents. The last time the thing came down it came down as an
agreement. The fact we had a[irroed to these trade agrcements was
cited as authority and precedent for us to acquiesce in the St, Lawrence
treaty.

Segator O'Manoney. Exactly.

Senator Lopae. That is just my point. In that particular case the
executive branch of the government, as Senator Bailey mentioned,
decided it was not a treaty, that it was an agreement. Why cannot
th?ey do it again, and in that case what is Congress going to say about
it

Senator O’Manoney. The Scnate of the United States at this
moment is the last barrier between complete executive domination of
the Government of the United States and a loss of legislative power.
We can write this into the law now. We can say in words that nobody
shall misunderstand that these agreemonts, before they become
effective, must have the approval o% the people’s representatives. I
say to you gentlemen of the committee, unless you do it—unless you
do it-—your power to share in the reorganization after the war has
been won will have been wiped out. There is a conscious effort to
destroy the treaty-making power of the Senate.

1 recommend to the reading of every member of this committee
before action is taken on this agreement or on this resolution———

Senator BaiLey (interposing). I think that effort is manifest in the
resolution in the Senate, is it not?

Senator O’'’Manongy. Thankyou. I am glad the Senator says that,

I want to call your attention 1o the book on International Execu-
tive Agreements, published in 1941 by Mr, Wallace McClure, 2 civil-
service employee of the State Department, who has prepared a very
exhaustive and able analysis of tradq agreements, Eg)xecutive agree-
ments, and treaties. The whole purpose of it is to say that the
ratification of treaties in the constitutional method is undemocratic
and should be done away with, and that in its place there ought to be
the Executive agreement. We are already told that it is not neces-
sary and probably undesirable to have & definitive treaty of peaca for
the termination of the war. We are told that the executive arm of the
Government, through the military power and through the power of
intern(iztionaf trade, shall govern these countries which are to be con-
quered.

Why, gentlemen, if that be the plan, on the very threshhold of the
greatest crisis in democratic reorganization in the history of the
world, the legislative body of the United States, the Congress, sur-
renders its power, then the Senate need not worrv about treaties or
post-war agrecments.

Let me read what Mr. McClure’s argument is. I am reading from
page 251.
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The factual basis of the present thesis may now be regarded as complete,

Effort was made in part 1 to demonstrate in comprehensive fashion the extent
of the actual use of tho Kxecutive agreement as an instrument of national pro-
cedure and policy. In both variety and numerical preponderance the Executive
agreoment system was shown to be a worthy team mate of the treaty system in the
development and maintenance of American international relations.

Now, the statistics which he presents show that the year 1920 repre-
sents what he calls the median point. Before 1920, throughout the
bistory of the Umtod States, there were fewer Exccutive agrecmonts
than treaties. Since 1020 there have been more Executive agreements
than through the entire history of the United States prior to 1920.
Gradually the Executive power has been built up. . )

Senator Bamey, Most of those were under this Reciprocity Act,
were they not?

Senator O’Masoney. Noj; there were only 30 of those.

Senntor BaiLey, How many others were there?

Senator O’'Manongy. I can turn to the exact page here.

Senator BarLey, Don’t trouble.  We can get 1t.

Senator O'Manoxey., Well, it is important. On page 4 of this
volume Mr. McClure says: ,

The numbers of treaties and Executive agreements have increased with the
vast expansion of world affairs, reflecting the growing participation of the United
States. During the first 50 years of Government under the Constitution the
President, is known to have entered into some 27 international acts without
invokinﬁ the consent of the Senate, while 60 became law as treaties; for the
second half century the figures a]ppem‘ to be 238 Executive agreements and 213
treaties; and for the third similar period 917 Executive agreements and 524
treaties. For treaties the midway point of the enumeration coincides rather
closely with the advent of the twentieth century (beginning of 1903); for the
Executive agreements listed the median year is 1920, N

Now, returning to the argument which was presented on page 251,
Mr. McClure goes on: ‘

That the making of Executive international agreements is authorized by a con-
stitutional usage and that the Constitution of the United States, like that of
every other country, consists not merely of a particular charter or similar instru~
ment of Government but also 1arge'l]? of institutionalized babits or customs—
usages——was the theme of part 2. The parallel course of constitutions with a
core of what is regarded as in a special sense superlaw, and the English Consti-
tution, which lacks one, was indicated, and outstanding American usages, like
judicial review and the employment of executive agents, were the subject of
discussion, ,

He is asl;ingl]his readers to adhere to his theory that the Constitu-
tion, even in the vital matter of the ratification of treaties, may be
amended by usage, and the effort is made to show that Emduﬂlly
there has been an invasion of the field of the treaty by the Executive
agreement, and because of that invasion we ought now to consent to it.

Senator Crark. Senator, there is a very essential and vital differ-
ence, is there not, between Executive agreements negotiated under
such a resolution, the extension of which we now have before us, by
specific authority of Congress, and any Executive agrecments thati
waore not authorized by Congress? .

Senator O'MaironEY. Oh, yes; certainly. .

" Senator Crark. Execulive agreements negotiated under the old

ostal convention law is one thing, but there is certainly no precedent

or such an instance of Executive agreement as Senator Bailey referred
to & moment ago. .
Senator O’Manonny. Certainly.
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Senator Crark. I do not believe, that they are on all fours with
cases where Congress has specificelly authorized the negotiation of
such Executive agreements.

Senator O'Manoney. The Senator from Missouri, like myself, has
been a lifelong advocate of the principles of Thomas Jefferson.
Jefferson believed in the strict construction of the Constitution in
order to preserve the power of the people in their States and in their
localities. He was against the broad construction-of the Constitution
which was designed, as he saw, to build up the Executive at the
expense of the people, and go.ibroughout his history you will find
that golden thread defending the rights of the,people 1n their local
communities against the central power—and now:.we are asked to
reverse that. ~ " ’

I say that this constitutional dobate qver the construction of the
Constitution is more important today than it was in the time of
deflerson, begause now ‘the world is. topgling before the advance of
the totalitarian regimes, and we in the Senaté of.the United States
are asked tg give our aid and comfort-to the advanceof the totalitarian
theory in ghe United States of America. -, PN £

SenatoMiLLikiN. Mr. Chaigiman, % 5§ 5 "

The Cairman. Senator Millikin.. Yo i i ‘

Senaton Mivrikuvi- Senator {)’Mehoney,will-youdet me interject
for just a.moment?, bt s i

Sens,tm;,‘O’MAHoxszY. Sugely. i 7 [

Senator; MiLuikiN, I want: fo invite youl attention to argicle I,
section 7, of the Constifution that pute in. Congress the power “‘to
mako all laws which will be necessary and proper toséarry intg execu-
tion the foregoing powers,” r(*%}!fﬁlgg to congresgional powgrs, “and
all other powers vested by the Constitution i the Government of the
United States,or in any dépactament oy officet ‘thereof.” .7

Senator O'MAsONEY. Yes, of cotitss. . o

Senator MiLuikiN, I think that has the most pertinent relevancy
to these agreements that we have been talking aheut.

Senator O’Maroney. The,yhole question-here is whether or not
Congress is going to abdicate its -powéf, and I say to you if in this
crisis we permit this act of abdication we shall find it difficult indeed
to regain the people’s power which we have so blithely tossed aside.

We are now passing upon trade agreements in abnormal times.
This is not the situation that existed in 1934 or in 1937; it is scarcel
that which exidted in 1940, although 1940 was much more identical,
In the argument in that year I pointed out that the world ‘was at
war, that trade agreements could not be made for the purpose of
building up international trade. Mr. Sayre proves my statement
now in his testimony by saying that international trade since 1939
has been merely the act of government, affected by the war, by sub-
marine campaigns, by shipping shortages, by supply and demand.

y, government has ‘assumed complete authority, and necessarily
80, of course, to win the war, but what I am pointing out is that we
are surrendering the power to win the peace, and I am showing you
that a responsible employee of the Department of State has laid
down the formula. Let me rcad a few more words.

Senator Danansr. How do you need any better illustration of the
points you are making than the agreement concluded between Mr.

87028-48wmwun8 .
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Sumner Welles and Mr. Churehill in February 1942, which purports
to be an Executive agreement?

Senator O'ManonNuy, The Rxccutive is advancing steadily into
the ficld of the legislative. I do not pretend to say that Congress is
without blame—of course it is to be blamed, Congress has not done
its job, Congress has not worked hard enough. We appropriated
$29,000,000——

Senator Baiury. Billion.

Senator O'Manoney. Noj; $29,000,000. I am talking about the ap-
propriation for the expenses of the Congress, of the Senate and House,
to pay the salarics of all Mcmbers, to pay the salaries of all clerks, to
pay all the expenses. We have appropriated annually less for the
Congress than we appropriate for the publicity burcaus of the depart-
ments. How can it be said that Congress is doing its job?

Senator Vanpensere. Will the Senator permit me to make a sug-
gestion to him?

Senator O’Masoney. Certainly,

Senator VANpENBERG. The Senator is presenting the argument that
usage is constantly being played as a progressive reason to further in-
vade the Congressional authority, I call his attention to what I think
is the most important contemporary exhibit to prove that the Senator
is not dealing in a merely imaginary hazard. }i call his attention to
article VII in the master agreement made under the Lend-Lease Act
which spells out the precise purpose that the Senator now discusscs,
and by way of conciliation and hope I remind him of what happened
before the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate, without regard
to party, when 1t reported the extension of the lend-lease agrecments
blll)l,l article VII, and notified the world that we would have no respon-
sibility.

Senator O’ManONEY. I 8ay to you gentlemen of the committee,
make your fight here and now, If you do not do it you will have lost
your power.,

I know that the members of the committee are anxious to get to the
Senate, and I will hurry along, reading one or two more extracts.
Now listen to this, please. This is from page 252:

While through eitation of judicial decisions and otherwise therc has heretoforo
been no hesitation to invoke the terms of stated law, hereafter, in part 3, strictly
legal reasoning will hold the center of the discourse, It is believed that the
President has, and was intended to have, under the Constitution, all the powers
and the functions of the head'of & fully recognized member of the society of na-~
tions; that he has, accordingly, the authority to enter into any manner of inter~
national act, on any subject, that is entered into by other states of the world,

Is it any wonder that Mr. Sayre, in explaining the attitude of the
backward nations of Latin America in preserving the legislative

ower, has said that in some of these countries the parliament system
1s under the control of the exccutive? That is what they want, Mr.
Chairman and gentlemen of the committee. And bear in mind it is
a matter of growth. It has been growing, as Mr. McClure has pointed
out, rhot in this administration alone but in previous administrations
as well,

The tendency to use power to extend power is clearly manifested
here, as it has been everywhere else, but are we to say in the Finance
Committee of the United States Senate, as Mr. McClure says, that
it was the intention of the Constitution that the President should
have “all the powers and the functions of the head of & fully recognized
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member of the society of nations”? Why, that is perfect and com-
plete nonsense. The intention of the framers of the Constitution
was that the people should control the Government.

Senator MiLLikiN, The Constitution, Scnator O'Mahoney, says
otherwise in explicit language.

Senator O’ManonNEy, You mean otherwise than what Mr, McClure
says.

Senator MiLLikIN. Yes, exactly.

Senator O’Manoney., The Constitution says in explicit language
what the respective powers are.

Senator MiLLikIN. Exactly.

Senator O’Manonky, Of course, the point is, I will say to the
Scnator from Colorado, that these executive experts under civil service
are impatient of Congress, they are impatient of the politicians who are
elected by the people and give some concern to popular wishes.
They are impatient to log-rolling, they say. They do not want to be
impeded in the exercise of their wise judgment in doing what ought
to be done.

But, gentlemen of the committee, democracy was not established
for the purpose of efficicncy, it was established for the purpose of
liberty and frecedom. There are not enough executive experts in all
of Washington to exercise wisdom and power that is greater than the
power of the peoplo through their legislative representatives.

The Constitution is not outmoded. They will tell you it is. If
the Constitution is turned into scrap and a new world is reorganized
by Executive decree, then totalitarianism has come to America.

I will read just one more word, gentlemen, and then I will ask leave
to put the rest in the rccord. May I read this from page 363:

The President can do by Executive agreement anything that he can do by treaty,
provided Congress by law cooperates. And there is a very wide field of action In

which the cooperation of Congress Is not necossary; indeed, where Congress
possesses no constitutional authority to dissent.

Mr. Chairinan, gentlemen may argue themselves into the belief
that because a reduction in tariff duties may be beneficial, it should be
done in an extra constitutional ways Gentlemen may argue them-
selves into the belief that efficiency requires the increased power of tho
Exccutive, but when they do this they are arguing against the funda-
mentall principle of our Government, which is that the people shall
control.

For my part, I am not ready to take this step of abdication.

Now, Mr. Chairman, let mo ask that there may be printed in the
record at the conclusion of my remarks the text of the amendment
which I have already presented on the floor of the Senate, and which
is the same as the one which I offered in 1940.

(The amendment referred to is as follows:)

{H.J. Res, 111, 76th Cong., Ist sess.}

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr, O’'Mahoney to the joint resolu-
tion (H. J. Res, 111) to extend the authority of the President under section 350
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, viz:

On page -, line ~—, insert thoe following: ‘‘No foreign-trade agreement herc-
after entered into under the authority delegated to the President by such section
350, as amended, no amendatory or supplementary agreement hercafter entered
into under such seetion, and no duties and other import restrictions specified
in a proclamation issued by the President to carry out any such foreign-trade
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agreomen( or any such amendatory or supplementary agreement, shall take
effcet until the Congress by law has specifically approved such agreement and the
duties and other import restrictions so specified to carry out such agreement,”
Senator O’'ManonNey. I also would like to insert in the record
I have drafted this amendment merely for

another amendment.

the purpose of drawing
still are loyal to the legislative principle.

a contrast between those countries which
It reads as follows:

At the end of the joint resolution insert the following seotion:

“Skc. —, No foreign-trade agreement or amendatory or supplementary
agreement hereafter entered into under such section, which is subject to the
approval of the legislative authority of the foreign government with which such
agreement is made, shall become effective until it shall have been approved by the
Congress in the same manner as that in which it is required to be approved by

the legislative authority of such foreign government,”
Now, there is just one other thing:

Senator VANDENBERG. Before you leave that, Senator, let me be

sure I understand you.

The language in your amendment is “until

the Congress by law has specifically approved such . agreement,” is

that right?

Senator O’Manongy. That is the printed amendment.
Senator VANDENBERG. You are not referring to the ratification of a
trade treaty by two-thirds of the Senate?

Senator O’Manoney. No.

offering such an amendment.
Senator VaANpuNBERG. This language means a vote of both Houses?
Senator O’'Manonsy. This language means a vote of both Houses;

yes.

1 understand Senator Maloney is

I ask unanimous consent that there may be printed at the conclusion

of my remarks the daily summary of loans of the Export-Import

Bank of Washington as of May 17, 1943. This shows the loans and
authorizations for Latin America, for China, and for other countries,

and the total.

Scnator VANDENBERG. Does that include the commitments made
by Mr. Wallace the last time?
Senator O’Manonty. This does not include anything that has

been done by the Board of Economic Watrfare.

That is another field

into which this committee ought to go before it decides to abdicate

the legislative power.

(The table referred to is as follows:)
Ezxport-Import Bank of Washington, daily summary of loans, May 17, 1948

Latin America

Chins

Other Totsl

Authorizations Terition .

a
Disbursements.
Repayments. . .
Outstonding loans. -
Undisbursed commitments ....
Total undisbursed commit-
1ments plug outstanding loans.

$757, 134,014, 70
), 036, 012, 46
184, 705, 707, 74
91, 780, 896, 11
02,915, 811, 63
878,444, 045. 40

471,350, 857.03

$138, 043,320, 90

, 526, 800,
114,978, 314, 56
49, 811,361, 49
66, 166, 953, 07
22,438, 216. 43

87, 605, 168. 50

$246, 780, 614.80 | $1, 142, 806, 050, 64

102, 205, 308. 21 303,457,120, 67
03,773,114, 23 303, 457,130, 63
62,764,017, 46 204, 360,175, 08
31,008, 106. 77 180, 090, 961, 47
0,863, 278, 91 461, 748, 639, 74

81,871,475, 08 640, 836, 601, 21

=

Senator O’Manoney. Finally, Mr. Chairman, I have prepared a
summary of some of the things I wanted to say. I will not burden
you with reading it. If I may, I should like to have that printed also.

The CaamnMan. It may be printed in the record.
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(The summary roferred to is as follows:)

SumMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SENATOR JoserH C. O’'MAHONEY, OF WYOMING, TO
7HE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE ON May 19, 1943, oN THE EXTENSION
OF THE RECIPROCAL TRADE AGRENMENTS

The legislative power never stood in greater jeopardy in this country than it
does at this moment. The conflict between the Congress and the burcaucracy
reaches its crisis in this bill to extend the Trade Agreements Act without the right
of legislative review. If it is passed iu this form, the executive power will have
won a decisive vietory over the legiriative power from which Congress will find
it difficult to recover,

The issue involved is not whether international trade is good or bad, whether
it should be encouraged, nor, indeed, whether tariff rates should in normal times
be worked out by experts of the Tariff Commission and other Government agencies
without reference to Congress. It is simply whether in the greatest international
crisis in which this countr{; has ever been engaged, the Congress of the United
States should voluntarily abdicate its power over international economic reorgan-
ization,

This committee on March 2 unanimously reported to the Senate the resolution
introduced by its chairman providing for the organization of a special committee
“to investigate all matters relating to post-war economic reorganization and prob-
lems.”” That resolution was adopted. The committce was appointed and it is
now in existenco under the specific instructions of the Scnate ‘‘to make accessible
to the Congress the most complete information respecting post-war economio
policy and post-war problems that is available, to the end that Congress may be
advised respecting those problems and in a position to formulate solutions with
respect to them which will result in the greatest contribution by the Congress
to the achievement of a stable economy and a just peace.”

It is inconceivable to me that a committee of the United States Scnate which
has such a concept of the power and responsibilities of the Congress should now,
within less than 3 months, Sive its approval, without amendment, to a measure
which in offect completely delegates to the Executive all legislative power with
respect to post~war economic policy. L

here is no authority in this country which can sirip Congress of ifs power
to sorve the people except the Congress itself. If this measure passes without
retaining some formn or scmblance of congressional supervision over the arrange-
ments that are to be made during the next 2 or 3 years to shape international
economic policies, Congress will have reduced itself to a £osition of impotence in
the very ficld in which it owes to the people of the United States its ablest and most
unremitting endeavors,

Tor fully 20 years the Exccutive has been puilding itself up at the expense of
Congress, which, unfortunately, has been too ready to acquicsce in the transfer
of its constitutional powers to the constantly multiplying boards, commissions
and bureaus. Nowhere has the diminution of congressional power been more -
manifest than in the field of international relations, hereas in the early history
of our country most international compacts were in the form of treaties, the last
several decades have seen a complete reversal of the method of international
arrangement. We now have more executive agreements by far than we have
treaties. Indeed there have been more executive agreements during the last
25 years than during the entire previous history of the Government.

"here has been a growing tendency in the State Department to regard the
Executive as more significant and important than the legislative branch of the
Government. Nowhere I think has this new view of the comparative importance
of these two branches of government becn more clearly, and also more naively
expressed, than by Hon. Francis B, Sayre, Special Assistant to the Secretary of
State, in his testimony before the House Ways and Means Committee on April 14,

He was asked to say how mm:iy of the reciprocal trade agreements into which
this country has already entered required legislative approval in the countries
with which they have been made. It is a shocking thing to consider that while
the Congress of the United States has nonchalantly surrendered its right to review
these agreements on behalf of the people whom they represent, in only 4 of the
26 countries with which we have made these a%reements does the legislative
branch have nothinF to say about the approval of the pacts. In the remaining
22 countries the legislative power of review is retained.
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Tixplaining this contrast which reflects so sadly on our devotion to the prin-
ciples of popular government as compared with the countries with which we have
negotiated, Mr, Sayre said:

“I would like to add that with respect to many of these, they are agreements
with countries under the parliamentary system of government. By that, of
course, you realize the Executive is in control of legislative action. So long as
the Kxceutive, the Prime Minister, remains in power he can command the action
of the legislative so that an agreement entered into, agreed by the Executive,
sanctioned by the Prime Minister, practically is assured of legislative support.
That is, in those countries one does not have the distinction, the separation, I
mean, between logislative and executive functions.”

It would be difficult to imagine a stranger or more unwarranted distortion of
the realities of the parlinmentary system, Under a parliamentary government
the Executive is not in control of legislative action, as Mr. Sayre so blandly
asserts, The legislative power is at all times in complete control of executive
action and when the Prime Minister acts, he acts with the understanding that
hi? lt)oliey must be the policy of the legislative arm at the peril of his own political
existence,

The truth of the matter, however, is that Mr, Sayre’s conception of the supe-
riority of the Executive to the legislative power is shared by his associates in the
Department of State as evidenced by the recently c/}')ublished book on Inter-
national Executive Agreements by Mr. Wallace MecClure of the State Depart-
ment staff. Let me quote from Mr. McClure (p, 252 of his book) :

“It is believed that the President has, and was intended to have, under the
Constitution, all the powers and functions of tho head of a fully recognized member
of the society of nations; that he has, accordingly, the authority to enter into any
manner of international act, on any subject, that is entered into by other states of
the world; and that, while thig power must be exercised without violation of the
Constitution and in accommodation with other possibly conﬂicbin%powers granted
by the Constitution, notably, the powers of the legislature, an Executive agree-
ment not in contravention of the Constitution and not in confliet with any act of
Congress (best shown by positive congressional confirmation either before or after
signature) is bindingon all of the Executive and all the law-enforeing agencies of the
Government and ig the equivalent of law.”

Aﬁain from page 363 I quote the following:

“The President can do by Executive agreement anything that he can do by
treaty, providing Congress by law cooperates and there is a very wide field of
action in which the cooperation of Congress is not necessary: indeed, where
Congress possesses nd constitutional authority to dissent.”

Surely in the light of this it is unnecessary to argne that if the Congress passes
this bill in its present form it will voluntarily eliminate itself from all Executive
participation in post-war reorganization.

Already we are being told that it will be unnecessary to end this war by a treaty
of peace, Indeed, it has been sugiested that it would be preferable to have no
definitive treaty, but to allow the executive arm of the Government, through its
military and diplomatic branches, to conduct post-war reconstruction. If this
policy be coupled with the policy set forth in this bill by which the Congress is
effectively hypassed, then, ohyiously, the elected representatives of the people of
the United States will be without voice in the reorganization of the new world.

It is said that we do not dare to reassert the legislative power of the people of
the United States through the Congress lest the other countries of the world gain
the notion that we are to be too jealous of the rights and advantages of our own
people. Mr, Sayre’s testimony that 22 of the 26 nations with which we have
already negotiated reciprocal trade agreements preserve the right of legisiative
review is, of course, & complete answer to this argument. The Parliament of
Great Britain has not surrendered its authority to review trade agreemonts.
The legislators of Canada have net surrendered their power, We are already
talking of 4 great United Nations who are to dominate the new world that is to
arise after the war. With 2 of these, Russia and Chinge, we have as yet no recip-
rocal trade agreement. What is to be done by way of trade with these powers
will shape the economic destiny of the world. Poor China has been buffeted
around so much by the great powers in the past that it may not as yet have
developed a national conseiousness stron% enough to resist the will of its allies,
but surely no one will say that Russia will abandon its policy of enlightened self-
interest, as it sees it, for fear of being misunderstood by the other nations of the
world, Only in the United States are the representatives of the people expected
to uttbligders on their eyes and gags in their mouths lest their purposes be mis-
understood,
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If the Congress of the United States, at the threshold of this great crisis
voluntarily eliminates itsclf from an active ﬁart in reviewing the international
cconomic arrangements that are to be made, then it, and it alone, will be to blame
if, in the reorganization that is to come, the people of this country will be forced
1o play the role of S8anta Claus for the entire world while other and more realistic
nations protect the interests of their populations,

Let no one imagine that this is not a real danger. We delude ourselves if we
think that the international trade of this cra is to be compared with that of
pr_etzious generations, As Mr. Sayre said in his testimony to the House com-
mittee:

“It is quite clear that no figures since then (1939) could throw any further light
upon the issues, for the world has been at war and trade has been dominated by
war supply and war blockade, the submarine campaign, the incursions of the
e;n.emy,’ ’the strategic use of scarce shipping, and the necessities of military oper-
ations,

The picture {s more unreal as compared with the traditional world trade than
even Mr. Sayre's description, for trade in our time is no longer & matter of the
exchange of goods and commodities by individual producers and traders, it is a
matter of Government loans, Government finance, and international cartels. In
all the testimony which has been given in support of these agreements, little or
nothing has been said about Government purchases of gold, the devaluation of
the dollar, and the operations of the Export-Import Bank of Washington.

Mr. Nelson A. Rockefeller, Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, testifying to
the House Ways and Mcans Committee on April 13, spoke of the ‘‘health restora-
tion of our inter-American trade from the perilously low level of $472,000,000 in
1932 to $961,000,000 in 1939,” No reference is made to the commitments and
authorizations of the Export-Import Bank of Washington to Latin America
which amount, as of May 17 of this year, to $757,134,014.79.

There is respectable congervative financial authorit% for the statement that in
international trade one must nover expeet all debts to be paid, that trade must be
kept alive by systems of eredit which do not necessarily involve either exchange
of commodities or eventual payment of debt. At this moment, the Government
of Great Britain has submitted to us the Keynes plan to provide international
credit after the war and, incidentally, to neutralize our gold supply. The Depart-
ment of the Treasury has its cxperts working on another plan of international
credit to be carried on by bookkeeping manipulation of symbols. The whole
purpose of both governments is to maintain markets without trade.

It is not for me to discuss this phase of the problem, Suffice it to say that it
is an integral part of the problem of international trade. It is an integral part of
the reciprocal trade program. It is an integral part of economic reconstruction
after the war, Obviously if we delegate to the executive arm of the Government
the control over international {rade embodied in this bill, we shall be withdrawing
from the people of the United States the power to supervise the program to which
we are to be committed. That is a surrender of the principles of popular govern~
ment to which I cannot give adherence.

Senator O’ManoNEY. 1 am very grateful for the indulgence of the
committee.

The CuairmaN, Thank you for your upgeamnce.

The commissioner of agriculture of the State of Georgia sent me a
wire which he asked to have put into the record, responsive to some
things that were put into the House record after the commissioner
had appeared before the House Ways and Means Committee. The
telegram is in opposition to the continuance of the treaties, the Trade
Agreements Act itself,

Also a letter which Mr. Eric A, Johnston, president of the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States, has written to me as chairman, in
which he says that the chamber, in its recent meeting in New York,
approved the policy of the Trade Agreements Act and asked for its
continuance, It also refers to his travels in South America and the
attitude of the South American states toward the agreements.

(The telegram and letter referred to are as follows:)
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[Western Union]
Arvanta, GA., May 18, 1948.
Hon, Warrer F. Groran,

Member, United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

Dear SeNaTor GEOoRrer: In accordance with our telephone conversation to-
day I amn making herewith statement to be entered in the record of your Finance
Committeo in opposition to trade treaties, -

On Friday, April 16, I appeared before the House Commitiee on Ways and
Means and entered protest against authorizing the Secretary of State to enter
into trade treaty agreements,

My statement before the House Ways and Means Committee will be found
on Spages 367 to 383, inclusive, of the House committee on Friday, April 16,

ince some of the statements made by me at the time have been attacked by
Secretary Hull’s State Defmrt.ment, and these attacks have been put in the record
I feel that in all fairness I should have an opportunity to get this rebuttal state-
ment in the record before you and the committee.

I note in today’s Atlanta Journal where Secretary Hull appeared before your
committee and stated that, ‘““The time has arrived to chart the general direction
of our post-war courge and begin to make decisions on policies.”

I think Secretary Hull hit the nail on the head in that statement. The issue
is now squarely before Congress,

If Congress enacts extension of trade treaties at this time, leading the world to
believe that we are committoed to a post-war course of free trade, then the ground
will be laid for bloody wars in the future when we are compelled to repudiate this
course,

If, on the other hand, Congress adopts an extension of these trade treaties with
the intention of this constituting our post-war policy, then the over-all plan of
the internationalists for an industrial empire of England and the United States,
with a world empire of cheap raw materials, will be actually in the making,

If the latter is the intended course of Congress, then the American farmer is
to be put off the farm and herded into the cities to constitute a surplus pool of
industrial labor for the breaking down of organized labor, with our farms per-
mitted to grow up in briar patches and broom sage.

The record of our world trade with Japan for the last 12 years shows how far
astray we go when we say that trading with a nation will keep us out of war with
that nation,

Every thinking person knows that nations do not go to war because they do
not trade with each,other. Neither do they go to war because they do trade
with each other.

Nations go to war with each other when their interests become converse,
They go to war when they are in competition with each other and the competition
becomes. keen,

It must be remembered always that some of Mr, Hull’s treaties are kept secret,
The people are not allowed to know what the provisions of these secret treaties
are,
Since the treaties whose contents have been released by Mr. Hull are so bad,
it is fair to assume that the secret troaties are worse, |

Secretary Hull’s State Department, in its desperation to counteract the evi-
dence put in the record by me, has resorted to subterfuge unbecoming an American,

According to the Atlanta Journal, the State Department said in part, ‘“Mr.
Linder is highly critical of those who {n 1936 wore not taken in by the alleged offer
of Germany to take five or seven million bales of our cotton in harter for Ger-
many’s manufactured produets. Mr, Linder was evidently willing to do business
with Hitler on Hitler’s terms, reﬁardless of the effect on American industrial trade.
The responsible officials in Washington were not.,”

In 1934 when Mr, Hull was advocating these trade agreements, his stock in
trade argument was that foreign trade would keep us out of war,

According to the statistical abstract of the United States for 1941, by the
Department of Commerce, exports of iron and steel to Japan from 1931 to 1935
averaged $169,567,000 per year,

After the power was given to Mr. Hull to make trade agreements, American
exports of iron and steel to Japan jumped to $204,343,000 in 1936. .
B (t)ur exports of iron and steel to Japan are responsible for Pearl Harbor and

ataan, :
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Had it not been for the sorap iron and steel that this country exported to Japan
between 1032 and 1942 it would have been impossible for Japan to have conducted
an offensive war,

The lives and blood of American boys that havo been taken in our war with
Japan are chargeable to the Congress and to the Secretary of State, who permittec.
the shipment of war supplies to Japan during those years.

Increaso of shipments to Japan after her attack on China.

In 1931 our exporis of iron and steel to Japan amounted to 98,886 long tons,
In 1932, our exports or iron and steel to Japan increased to 191,193 long tons, or
more than double. In 1933, United States exports to Japan increased to the
enormous total of 598,207 long tons, :

Secretary Hull asked and received rencwal of trade agreements in 1937. With
such a record before them, Congress renewed this law and continued to ship
iron to Japan,

In 1937, the United States exports of iron and steel to Japan amounted to
?,gg%,égg tt;ons, in 1938, 1,866,751 tons, in 1929, 2,238,161 tons, and in 1940,

,351, ons,
Terrible story of State Department’s misuse of its power over international

trade.

In 1931, the year that Japan attacked China, the United States exports to
Japan were, 98,886 tons and in 1937 they were 2,791,183 tons,

Qur exports of iron and steel to Japan in 1937 were 27 times as much as they
were in 1931,

Int 1940, Secretary Hull asked Congress for another extension of trade agree~
ments,

In 1940, with this terrible record of sclling the Japancse 27 times as much
supplies to murder the Chinese with, Secretary Hull went before Congress, asked
for and received the 8-ycar extension of these nefarious trade agreements.

The Congressmen and Senators who voted in 1940 to extend these trade agree-
ments, and who failed to curb our shipments to Japan, had before them the awful
example of Japan’s premeditated and cowardly attack and murder of Chinese
men, women, and children.

Mr. Hull’s State Department now has the effrontery to boast that they refused
to sell the American farmers cotton to make clothes for the naked people of
Eun()ipe in 1936, while at the same time, furnishing weapons to the Japanese to
murder the Chinese in cold blood.

According to Mr. Hull’s State Department, the State Department was carry-
ing on an economic war on its own hook in 1936, but the American people were
not permitted to know this.

In 1936 Europe and America were at peace.

The American people did not know that an economic war was being carried on.

It is fair to presume that the Senate and Congress did not know that an eco-
nomic war was being carried on. .

Just to keep the records straight:

On page 4421 of the Congressional Record of Monday, May 10, part of my
testimony before the House commitiee is quoted and shows that the original
Trade Agreements Act bore date of June 12, 1934, and was passed by the same
Congress that passed the Agricultural Adjustment Act in 1933,

According to Mr. Smith's Journal article, Mr, Hull’s State Department made
the ridiculous claim that horses and mules are not brought into the United States
from Mexico, for human consumption, but are used for dog food and in fertilizer,

According to Statutes at Large, Sixty-sixth Congress, 1919 to 1921, Congress
passed an act permitting the sale of horse meat or horse-meat products for human
eonsumption, under rules and regulations prescribed by the United States Seere-
tary of Agriculture,

here are now in the United States, several packing houses who, have Govern-
ment inspectors to inspeet horse meat put up for human consumption, This
ih:rs% meat I8 being shipped throughout the United States—~some of it is coming
nto Georgia,

Not long ago as Commissioner of Agriculture of Georgia, I stopped the sale
of & carload of thig horse meat in Atlanta, Ga.

This statement by Mr. Hull's State Department is about as unreasonable as
thgly generally are with trade treatics.

. ti?iem is in Atlanta, Ga., a plant where mules and horses are converted into
ertilizer.
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I have before me the figures as to what a horse or mule is worth for fertilizer,

A twelve-hundred-pound horse is a big horse, as all farmors and stockmen and
horsemen know, A twelve-hundred-pound horse will butcher out a{)proximately
760 pounds, Of this 750 pounds there is approximately 500 pounds of tankage
for fertilizer, This horse tankage runsg about 10 percent nitrogen, and the
Office of Price Administration ceiling price on it is $6.35 a unit. This 10-percent
horse tankage at $5.35 per unit, has a ceiling price of $53.50 per ton. One
twelve-hundred-pound horse produces about 500 pounds, or one-fourth of a ton,
50 & twelve-hundred-pound horse would produce $13.37 worth of fertilizer. In
addition to $13.37 worth of fertilizer or tankage, if the horse were fat, he would
p{)od\tlcgsabout 100 pounds of grease, which is worth $8, and his hide is worth
about $5.

This makes the horse’s total value $24.37 after being processed, Obviously,
horses and mules are not imported for fertilizer,

Treaties and tariffs are the prerogatives of Congress, .

Every informed person knows that the making of treaties and tariffs are the
prerogatives of the Senate and the Congress.

To delegate this power to the Secretary of State is simply a convenient way for
Congress to sidestep one of its principal duties.

The American farmer has his eye on Congress as he has never before; let Con-
gress be fair with him,

If Congress extends reciprocal trade agreements with the idea of deceiving the
balance of the world into believing that we are ready for equality with all nations,

, then Congress is guilty of a subterfuge, which will bring another dreadful toll in
war in the future,

This i true because neither industry, labor, nor the farmer is going to submit
to free trade and everybody knows it.

If Congress extends the power for these trade agreements, intending for this to
be a permanent poliey of this country, then it is clear that the internationalists
scheme of destroying American a%riculture and creating a great international raw
materials empire to be controlled by an English and American industrial empire is
in the making,

Sincerely yours,
Tom Linpug,
Commassioner of Agriculture, State of Georgia.

CuamBeR oF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, May 19, 1943.
Hon, Warter F. Grorgs,
Chairman, Finance Commiliee,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

My Dear Mg. Caairman: Kindly permit me to informn you that the United
States Chamber of Commerce has, for more than 10 years, supported the Reci-
procal Trade Agreements Act and its extension. Recently, at the New York
convention the resolution that “The policy of the Trade Agrecement Act should
be continued” was passed.

But of even transcending significance would be the psychological effect upon an
uneasy world of ang negative or discouraging act on the part of this Nation.
Repeatedly and with emphasis it was brought home to me on my recent visit to
South America that other nations are iniently watching the course of the United
States. They hope that we as a nation and as individuals will think and act
creatively and inspiringly if the future of our own and other nations is to be
safeguarded, ’

As a first test of our attitude toward the post-war world, 1 think that the
action your committee and the Senate is about to take is heavy with significance
and opémrtunlty.

incerely yours,
' Eric A. JounsTON, President,

The CuarmaN, The Senators present are pretty well advised about
the situation in the Senate. We are very anxious to dispose of this
matter this afternoon, if we can, in exccutive session. We will recess
until 3:30 this afternoon, when the committee will meet in executive
session. :

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m., the committee adjourned.)

’
J
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LETTERS AND BRIEFS FILED FOR THE RECORD

MAsSACHUSETTS STATE FrpERATION OF LABOR,
Boston, Mass., May 17, 1943,
Hon., Davip I. WaLsH,
Member, United States Senate,
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.

DeARr SEnaTor WaLsu: We would like to draw to your attention the position
of the Massachusetts State Federation of Labor with reference to the reciprocal
trade pact, as proposed by Secretary of State Hull, which at present is before the
Senate Finance Committee. At the annual convention of thig organization held
in August 1939, the Massachusetts State Federation of Labor went on record as
opposed to the ceciprocal trade pact as being detrimenial to the best interests of
the workers of Massachusetts,

Now we find that this matter is before the Scnate Finance Committee and in-
formed that no public hearings will be permitted, We respectfully request your
assistance in having the hearings on this very important subject made open to the
public and interested partics, so that the many parties in interest may state their
interest to the committee,

We are particularly concerned with the situation in the watch industry in
Massachusetts and find that in 1942 there were 5,000,000 watches imported into
the United States from Switzerland and from figures available to us, there were
less than 1,400,000 watches produced in the United States. The watch industry
in the United States at present is engaged 100 percent in war production and because
of the existing reciprocal trade pact we have been informed that watch importers
are x'eapit{xg} & harvest at the expense of the workers in the American watch in-
dustry. e are firmly convinced thal a further extention of the reciprooal trade
pact will work a hardship upon the workers who depend upon the watch industry
for their livelihood because we arc advised that the watches that are imported are
imported at 8 lower production cost than those manufactured in this country.

e urge that you lend us your assistance in securing a public hearing on this
matter, so that the watech workers in the Commonwesalth of Massachusetts can
register their opposition. .

Respectfully yours,
Tromas B, WILKINSON,
Acting Secretary-Treasurer,

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WooL MANUFACTURERS,
New York City, May 18, 1943,
Hon, Davip 1. Warsn,
United States Senate, .
Senate Office Building, Washington, D, C.

Dear Senvaror WarsH, I am advised that there will be no hearings by the
Committee on Finance concerning the renewal of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements
Act. The committee has of course heard Mr, Hull des{)ite the fact that his ideas
have proeviously been spread upon the record many times both by him and by
members of the extensively staffed speakers bureau of the State Department.
How can Congress reach a sound conelusion if equal opportunity is not afforded
to present the opposing point of view?

r. Hull’s achievements in the realm of international political relations are
substantial. He has treated smaller nations as equals, he has shown tact, sympa-
thetic understanding and patience. I yield to no one in admiration for his achicve-
ments in this filed, Unfortunately, however, Mr., Hull has no such record in the
field of cominerce. In fact Mr. Hull’s many pronouncements on the subject of
international trade clearly indicate that he does not understand the basic economie
factors which in the long run must control our trade policy.

I sincerely trust that you will read the enclosed brief which I prepared for and
had hoped to present to your committee. In it I endeavor to point out the reasons
why the trade agreements program should be abandoned. It can be abandoned
at the present time without damage of any kind to any existing trade interest.

SBincerely yours, A  Brsse
RTHUR BESSE,
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Brigr 1N OprosiTioN To0 RENEWAL OF THE REcIPROCAL TRADE ACREEMENTS
Act PREPARED FOR PRESENTATION TO THE SeNate Finance CoMMITTOE BY
ARrTHUR BEssE, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL Ass0CIATION OF Woon MANUFAC-
TURERS, May 1943

The State Department asks renewal of the Trade Agreements Act on two
grounds, alleging first, that it is an instruinent of peace; the program is deseribed
also by Mr. Welles as “economic nonaggression”; and, scoond, that it is an eco-
nomic instrument promoting trade between this country and other nations,

The two appear somewhat inconsistent.

The arguments presented do not justify renewal on either ground.

1. THE TRADE TREATIES ARE OF LITTLE OR NO VALUB A8 A MEANS OF PROMOTING
PHACH

In 1937 and in 1940 the trade agreements were hailed as contributing to world
peace—an argument not stressed when the act was first passed in 1934. The
various extensions of the act did not preserve peace, and for obvious reasons the
slogan, 'World Peace through World Trade, has been dropped. No connection
whatever has been shown between peaco and the trade agreements, but none
the less we are told by the Statc Department that the action which Congress
takes on the request for a renewal of the Trade Agreements Act ‘“will be regarded
:)ﬁr peoplesi’throughout the world as an acid test of our future intentions respecting

6 peace.,

hy an acid test? Are foreign nations to bheliove wo are not interested in
post-war rehabilitation of Furope merely because Congress retains control of
tho tariff and refuses to continue & delegation of authority to Mr. Hull? Is
gost-war recovery depondent upon the degreo of power which the executive
ranch of our Government is able to capture from the logislative branch? On
the contrary, it should be obvious that foreign nations will feel less secure in
dealing with our State Department if the Department is excrcising delegated
&owers in a manner of which Congress would not then currontly approve. This
exactly the situation which will exist if the Trade Agreemonts Act is renewed.
Nothing will do more to confuse post-war international relationships than the
knowledge that our executive departments are pursuing policies at variance with
the desires of the people and the will of Congress,  Mr, Hull is doing tho causo of
peace & dissorvice by insisting that this delegation of power must be renowed at
the present time as an cvidence of our good faith and by proclaiming that the
only possibility of post-war reconstruction lics in the progressivo reduction of
tariff rates through international horse trading under the segis of the State
Department. Eithor how or at the end of the war this system of bartering tariff
rates will have to be abandoned. Mr. Hull, by insisting that such action will be
gca\tam(iibiy, is laying the basis for a certain amount of future international misun-
erstanding.

What are the requisites for a sound post-war trade policy for the United States?

The primary requisites for a sound post-war trade policy are these:

1. Our policy must be consistent.

2, We must be in a position to determine ourselves the type of trade in which
we can most suitably engage.

3. We must be helpful to othér countries but at the same time protect our own
economy.

We cannot be consistent, nor can we control the tyge of our trade, if our policies
and tariff rates are regulated by trade treatics which bind us to foreign nations,
We can today cancel all of these trade agreements without doing violence to an
existing international trade or injury to any commercial interest. Only by suc
cancelation can we recapture our freedom of action and the ability to formulate
and implement a realistic post-war tariff polioy, )

It is not & question of whether we do or do not participate in international
trade. For years the foreign trade of the United States has cxceeded that of any
other nation by a very large margin. The question concerns the type of our trade
and the method of determining the character that trade is to assume. We must
of necessity start with our own economio set-up. Our foreign trade should be such
as to complement rather than compete with our domestic economy. We must
recognize that there are certain things which we do not need to import and realize
too that there are certain of our products which the world does not want at our

rice, We must approciate that foreign trade is & means to an end, not an end in
teelf, A simple example will illustrate my meaning,
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If a small New England farmer takes cggs to the general store to exchange for
something else, he does not want to take potatoes since he already has a supply
in his cellar and more growing in the garden; he wants something which he him-
self does not produce, In like manner we cannot import products of which we
already have a sufficiency, nor can we increase the export of our own surplus
products unless some other nation can send us in return something we need and
have not got.

Present necessary sleps.

The steps necessary to prepare for a realistic tariff policy are these:

1. Refuse to renew the reciprocal trade agreements amendment,

2. Cancel existing rociprocal trade agreements,

3. Revise and amplify the so-called flexible provisions of the Tariff Act (sce.
336) in order to provide for voluntary adjustments of rates to conform to a
national policy.

Such a program would inspire confidence and respect on the part of other
nations. It would indicate that this country intended to formmulate its own
tariff policy. It would indicate also that we <o not now presume to guess what
post-war tariff rates should be, but that if it appears wise to alter rates after the
war we will of our own volition adjust them either upward or downward as we
believe best without making our tariff a football for international horse traders.

Present reduced rates can remain undisturbed.

In canceling the trade treaties already ncgotiated under the Trade Agreements
Act it would seem to make little difference whether individual rates were auto-
matically returned to the statutory rates established by the Tariff Act of 1930 or
whether for the moment we retained the rates provided by the several agreements
now outstanding. During the war the question of rates is academic and no one
is wise enough to foresee what duties should be promulgated for the trade of the

ost-war period. The important thing is to provide that the rates may be altered
in either direction as need arises. If real flexibility of rates is provided for and if
such flexibility can be exercised at our discrction rather than only upon the
sufferance of other countries with whom we have agreements, there can be no
ressonable objection to allowing the present rates to stand until such time as we
are in a position to know what new ratcs might be more appropriate. This would
remove any ground for criticism from foreign countries to the effect that we were
commiting ourselves to higher rates but would serve notice that we intended to
keep control of our tariff structure in our own hands.

I will not go into detail in reference to the specific changes which should be
made in the so-called flexible provisions of the tariff act other than to say that I
believe consideration should be given to providing for tariff revisions on broader
grounds than the single one of relative costs of production which is now established,

Concessions we have received under these treaties unimportant.

Some people may ask, “If we cancel these treaties, what of the concessions which
other countries have agreed to give to us?”’s Actually that is a matter of little or
no importance. Those who advocate a continuance of the trade agrecments
policy have answered that query themselves, although perhaps they do not fully
realize it. They have pointed out that the factor which limits our export trade
is the amount of American dollars or American credits which foreign nations have
to spend for our produets. This is to all intents and purposes the only limitation
on our export trade. So long as other countries have American credits thoy
will buy our goods and will not erect trade barriers to keep them out. When
they do not have such credits they must and will find ways to exclude our goods
re%a,rdless of trade agreements. This has been done over a period of years and
will continue to be done. When foreign countries do not have American credits
they are obliged to exclude our goods by one nfans or another unless we are willing
to ingtitute unsound financial measures and extend loans which postpone but do
not settle the problem,

The spending power of foreign nations, rather than their tariff rates, is what
actually determines the volume of our export trade. Once it is understood that
this spending power is the limiting factor the tproblem appears much less com
Elicated. It then becomes clear that we can formulate a tariff policy without

aving to negotiate treaties with other countries. I do not mean to suggest
that our policy need be a selfish one, that we become isolationists or that we
restrict the importation of any needed items produced by foreign nations, We
should, however, be willing to do that which ought to be done without having to
bargain with other countries. The United States will probably continue inter-
national philanthropy on a large scale, but we should be free to contribute to the

»
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degreo and in the manner which we foel is best caleulated to achieve the end in
view rather than in a manner determined by the foreign traders of other countries,

1I. TRADE AGREEMENTS USELESH A8 AN ECONOMIC BTIMULANT

In spite of all the speeches on {the subjeet, there is no evidence that the trade
agreetrents have ever provided any stimulation to domestic business, A reduc-
tion in certain tarifls can cause changes in the type or quantity of goods we make
for our own use and the type or quantity of producets which we import, IHow-
ever, by and of itself, & reduction in tariff rates, and the resulting change in the

type of our own pro(iuction does not increase the total of domestic business nor

add to domestic prosperity.

I do not dispute the thesis that if we want greater exports we must increase
our imports, But the increasod imports which result from lowered customs duties
do not consist of new items; they are composed of items which replace American~
made products equal in volume to the inereased exports, This does not produce
any net gain.  We can, by more extensive international trading, inerease the vol-
ume of both imports and exports, but that does not affect the total volume of
domestic consumption. Our production is the sum of what we produce for our-
selves plus what we produce to send abroad in return for the goods which foreign
countries send to us,  The total of our production for both purposes is determined

by the total of what we can consume, not by the percontage of our consumption

which is represented by foreign items,

Most supportors of Mr, Hull's foreign trade policies assume that if the volume
of foreign trade incrcases we must have gained something, This does not follow.
Other things being equal, all that happens when we increase exports is that we
make fewer things for our own consumption and more things for export. The
inability to appreciate this simple fact is responsible for much of ‘the confusion of
thought which is typical of discussions of f oroign trade.

‘The State Department is fond of quoting figures on increased foreign trade in
both directions as showing the effects of trade agreements with specific countries,
There is little or nothing to prove that the inoreases noted were due to the trade
treaties and nothing whatever to show that cither this country or any of the
countries with which we had agreements benefited by the resulting change in the
character of its foreign trade. An increase in our foreign trade would be an index
of increased produetion in the United States only if the imports represented new
produets which did not displace products formerly made by domestic manufac-
turers, This is not the case with the items covered by trade agreements since
these agrecments coneern themselves primarily with articles on the dutiable list
which are already being produced in this country,

The effoct of these trado agreements is to change the cmphasis on specifie
products rather than to provide any stimulus for American producers in the
aggregate,

Agreements do not work as expected.

Not only are the possible changes in our foreign trade of doubtful henefit to
us or to othor countries, but the agrecments do not work as the negotintors in
the State Department expect. Since conecssions are generalized to all nations
on the most-favored-nation list, we are misleading ourselves and other nations
as well if we negotiate with anyone except the nation with the lowest cost of
production, which in most cases means the nation with the lowest wage scale,
This is the nation which actually obtains the benefit, whatever it may be, rather
than the nation with which we may actually conclude a treaty.

Danger in meddling with established tariff rates.

Aside from the question of any net gain which might or might not result from
stimulating the export of a certain @roduct at the expense of the domestic output
of some other item, it is dangerous in the extreme to tinker with tarilf rates.
This tinkering is even more serious when it is based upon “deals’” with foreign
representatives rather than upon changes in cconomic conditions in this country
which might suggest some change that should be made to conform to a well thought
out and establishied tariff policy.

Our tariff rates are designed to protect domestic manufacturers against com-
petition from forcign producers who have substantilly lower raw wmaterial or
manufacturing costs or both, This protection has been accorded beeause it has
been felt that certain industries are important to us from either a military or
economic point of view. We should not lightly tamper with these rates unless
we have decided that it no longer matters whether we continue to produce those
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articular itetns or not. The course of this war has demonstrated that we should

e as nearly independent of forqign sources of supply as possible, Aceordingly,
we have no choice but to retain adequate protection for these vital industries,
whatover “adequate’” protection means under conditions as they may exist from
time to time. .

A boy with 100 pennies may spend or give away 50 of them and still have
50 left.  Mr. Hull with a 60 percent tariff rate, which for purposes of illustration
we may assume in a particular case to be one which grovldes adequate protec-
tion, is not in the samo position. If he gives away 26 percent, or half of the
protection, there is nothing loft. The adequacy of a tariff may be said to be
analogous to the adequacy of an attacking army. If 100,000 men are needed to
take a certain enemy position, 50,000 men are not going to take half of the objec-
tive; thoy will be utterly defeated and forced to fall back.

Wo cannot continue to protect our vital industrios if the State Department is
allowed to trade off existing tariff rates to other countries.

Progressive effects of rate reduction.

Mr, Hull’s thesis is that a reduction in our rates is desirable because such a
reduetion will increase imports and thereby make increased exports Yossible, a
process which, as I have already pointed out, does not of itself result in any net

ain. Tho esscnee of Mr, Hull’s theory is that the reduction in our tariff must

o such as will effectively destroy the protection afforded domestic manufacturers
and produce competition which they are unable to meet. Reflection will show
that this is so, since, if domestic manufacturers are successful in meeting the
foreign compotition, there are no increases in imports and no resulting inorcases
n exports,

Lot me illustrate what happens when our tariff rates are reduced under these
trado treatics. . .

Suppose we have a tariff rate which is sufficient to provide protection and
which results in tho exclusion of most forms of a competitive article other than
novelties and special variations. The tariff rate is reduced by & trade agreement
8o that foreign manufacturers in certain countries can offer goods in the Ameris
can market at 10 percent less than the former price, _ The domestic manufacturer
immediately secks to meet this new competition. He takes a decreased profit,
hoe reduces wages, perhaps he is able to foree the supplier of his raw material to
take a lower price on pain of losing a part of his market. For a time the Amer-
ican manufacturer, in one way or another, successfully meets the intensified
competition. Result—no increased imports.  Up to this point Mr. Hull’s theory
has not worked, So the tariff rate is reduced still further, The foreign com-
petitors then offer goods in this market at a still Jower price. The domestic man-
ufacturer has to ecut cven further, Management, labor, and the raw-material
suppliers all contribute until the process can continue no longer, When this
poki)nb has beon passed imports do increase substantially. But by that time how
much of the domestic industry do we havedeft? Our economic army, formerly
“adoquate,” can no longer stand against its adversary. We suffer a defeat and
are obliged to withdraw from the market. This is the inevitable result of the
State Department's conviction that exports are an end in themselves and should
somchow be finaneed even though it involves the ruin_of certain domestic in-
dustries, Mr. Hull, in pursuing his theory of form%n trade is, in effect, o,_\'?ressing
the hope that members of a domestie industry which he has doomed will fail to
meet the Intensified competition from abroad; otherwise he cannot achieve his
objective, namely, an incroase of iml"morts. When you understand what this
theory involves you can appreciate the feeling of American manufacturers in
proteoted industries when faced with a “crippling amendment” of existing tariff
rates.

Deciston as to what industries are essential,

Before any further changes in tariff rates are contemplated, we should squarely
face the question as to what industries we are to continue to regard as “‘essential.”
Mr. Wallace goes so far as to recommend that the manufacture of synthetic rubber
should be abandoned after the war, In view of the experience of this country
over the past year, few of us would agree with him., Most of us believe that we
should eontinue also to make our own chemicals, our own steel, our own ships.
There are many other items for which it would seem sheer folly to depend upon
overseas producers,
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Together with many others I regard the toxtile industry as essential, The
German genoral staff will tostify to the importance of wool toxtiles in war and
officlals of our own Government have stated many times that weo could not have
gquippcd an American Army or Navy if we had not had an adequate textile in«

vgtey.,

The American wool textile industry has supplicd every requirement of our
armed forees, and iy now turning out certain fabries for British and Russian troops,
We have taken care of necessary civilian needs, We are now being asked to
make civilian fabries for Canada, which, prior to the war, relied primarily upon
England. It is fortunate indeed that this country did not beeome dependent
'u{)on Fnglish or continental sources for our apparel fabries, However, I am not
pleading for the wool textile industry or for any other individual industry; 1 am
pleading that Congress not allow any industry to be sacrificed on the altar of
Mr, Hull’s foreign trade polioy until it has heen definitely determined that it is a
matter of indifference to this country whether a particular industry is retained or
allowed to disintegrate.

We must review our situation whoen the post-war period comes and determine
which industries should then be considered essential for our national security.
That decision should precede any alicration whatever in our tariff structure,
Congress, not the State Department, should make those decisions, The State
Department has shown that it is prone to consider existing tariff rates as repre~
senting “‘ammunition” for bargaining with other countries instead of cvaluating
protected industries on the basis of their essentiality in terms of national policy.

Conclusion,

It is time for some realistic thinking upon the subject of tariff and foreign
trade. We should refuse lon%‘er to listen to émotional appeals which negleot the
oconomi¢ factors involved, The United States of America is able to help in the
prosecution of the war and will be able to help in the rebuilding of the post-war
world because it is powerful and because it is relatively independent and self-
supporting. Our greatest contribution to world recovery can he made only if
we eepdour own country powerful and rétain our ability to supply most of our
own needs.

It seoms utterly stubborn and foolhardy to insist that we continue those trade
agroements at a time like the presont. The agrcoments contribute neithor to
oconomic stability nor to the maintenance of peace. On the other hand the trade
agreements polioy commits us by solomn treaties to othor nations, makes our
tariff rates a football of international politics and will prevent us from developing
the constructive and rgalistio now tariff policy which post-war conditions un-
doubtedly will require. © Whether one believes with Mr, Wallace that tho more we
buy abroad, the better off we will be, or inclines to the opposite vicw that we
should reduce our dependence upon foreign sources of supply, none is wise enough
to determine today what post-war tariff rates will implement the particular trade
policy he or she may individually favor, Wo should make no now commitments;
we should free our hands by canceling the existing trade treaties; wo should keep
an open mind now as to what policy we may want to adopt in the post-war world
and as to the type of measures which will best effectuate that policy., A ronewal
of the trade agroements amondment to the Tariff Act is inconsistont with these
aims and will prevent their realization,
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SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1943

Unrtep SPATES SENATE,
Commirree oN FINANCE,
Washington, D. (.
The following letters, briefs, and statements, were submitted to
the Committee on Finance, United States Senate, after the public
hearings on Touse Joint: Resolution 111 were concluded:

Brinr SupMmITrED TO THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITIEB ON THB QUESTION OF
IxrenpiNng Rrcirrocar Trape Pacrs, By Warrer W, CENERAzz0, PRESI-
DENT AND Businuss AcenT For THE Wartiam Waren Workers UNion, No,
72, or THE INTERNATIONAL JEWELRY Workers UNION, AFPILIATED WITH
THE AMERICAN FrpErATION OF LABOR

This brief is presented on behalf of 2,300 American workmen who are now
working 100 pereent on the production of vital time mechanisms for the defense
of the United States, and our allics. In behalf of 2,300 American workers who
have had 293 of their midst, or some 12 percent of our number left to serve in
the armed forees of our country, 293 men and women who are serving our coun-
try, secking to destroy Hitler and the other Axis enemies of the American peo-

lo. Two thousand three hundred men and women, members of Wateh Workers

nion, No. 72, of the International Jowelry Workers Union, affiliated with tho
American Federation of Labor, respectfully protest to the clected representatives
of the United States, members of the Scnate Finance Committee, the continu-
ation of reciprocal trade agreements which make it possible for the American
publilc to furnish the finances, in part at least, for Hitler to mako war on our
people,

’lgm Congressional Record, May 7, 1043, page A-2399, reveals that the Dia
rector of Ficonomic Warfare, Hon. Milo Perkins, hbased on what he stated were
reliablo reports, states ‘“that the brass and steel used in Swiss watches are
derived from current imports from Germany’ (into Switzerland).

The importation of Swiss watches and watch movements into American markets
is made possible only by the Axis permitting Swiss watches and wateh movements
to pass through its lines, which, since the inception of the present World War,
have surrounded Switzerland,

This most unusual condition and sequenco of eventg is known to and mado
ossible through the acquicscence of State Department offieials to these startling
acts, who, in their mad desire to promote foreign trade, even though such par-

ticular foreign trade deprives many thousands of American workers of their job
opportunitics, entered into an alleged reciproeal trade treaty with Switzerland,

$50,000,000 FOR HITLER

It is our sincere belicf, based on what we consider reliable reports, that certain
influential American distributors of Swiss watches and watch movements have
transferred to Hitler, since January 1940, some fifty millions of American dollars
to help Hitler finance his war against the United States and our allies,  This money
was sent to pay for products of Swiss watches which could be exported from
Switzerland only through Hitler's military lines,

This outrageous condition, so far as we know, ig only justified by our Govern-
gwptt o!]!ici(n;ls because of our entry into an alleged reciprocal trade treaty with

witzerland.
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NO JOBS AVAILABLE FOR OUR RETURNING HEROHS

Our workers, Americans all, are dependent for our livelihood on the employment
opportunities which oxist through the operation of thoss fow American plants
engagod in the manufacture of watches,

Two hundred. and ninety-threo men, formerly employed in only one of the
three existing American watch-manut’acturiug plants (a comparablo number
have also left from the other two watchmaking plants) now in the armed forces
of their country, serving in Africa, in the South Pacific, in Iccland, and elsewhere,
were assured when theg; answered their country’s call, that their jobs awaited
:‘l:en%v on their return after having contributed, if they lived, to our winning of

e War,

When and after thoy return, unless tho ponding reciprocal-trade-treaty legis-
lation is substantially and properly amended, theso soldicers, sailors, and marines—
heroes all—will find their former jobs have been transferred to watch workers in
Switzerland,

LEGISLATIVE PROTECTION ASKED FOR

Our workers, realizing fully that not only their wage and working conditions
(the most advanced in the world so far as exist in the manufacturing of watches)
but also their opportunity for a livelihood is at stake, appeal to the members of
the United States Senate for amendments to the pending legislation which will
protect thelr job opportunities,

" I}VO ask that the pending reciprocal-trade-treaty legislation be amended as
ollows:

() That no tariff rate reductions be authorized or continued in effeet which
permits the entry into American markets of competitive products of foreign
workers at less than American costs of production,

“(b) That in viow of the chaotic and unsettled world conditions, which we
believe will exist at the cessation of hostilities, all trade treaties should be tormi-
nated at least 6 months following the cessation of hostilitics.

“(¢) To climinate the trend foward totalitarianism in our own colmtr{ that
the elected Representatives of the people, namely, those constituting the Fnited
States Senate and the United States House of f{cpmsontativos, attach to the
pending reciprocal trade-treaty legislation language which will permit of the
clected Représentatives of the American people resuming the responsibilities
which the Constitution invests in them,

“(d) That all trade troaties or the extension of any existing trade treaty be
submitted, to and vottd upon by the Congress of the United States within 90
days following its completion, and, such trade trcaty shall not become effective
unless approved by the Congress of the United States.”

CONGRESS SHOULD NOT BE ‘‘RUBBER STAMPS” FOR BUREAUCRATS

The American workers are not at all im{)rcssed with the false alarms sent forth
through the pross and the radio by Washington bureaucrats who would have us
believo that any change in the present law would be an affront to our allies.

We beliove the elected Ropresentatives of the American ({)eoplo can and should
assume and carr?r out tho responsibilities thoy were elected to carry out, one of
which responsibilities is to live up to the requirements of the Constitution of the
United States.

Surely, it is not too much to ask that our means of livelihood be protected?

FORTY-TWO THOUSAND AMERICAN JOBS TRANSFERRED TO SWITZERLAND

History repeats itself. Within 6 months after the cessation of hostilities, with
all Government orders for the making of timing instruments on which we are now
employed canceled, with American markots stocked up with produets of watch
workers of Switzerland, and, with mauy millions of American workers and returned
heroes looking for work, the idle promiscs of the Washington bureaucrats will be
of but little value. i

Prior to the outbreak of the present global war there were only 3 American
watch factories in operation of the 60 in operation some years ago.  Most of the
others had been serappod simply because the products of these American factories
could not compete in the American markets with the products of the low-wage-paid
watch workers of Switzerland.

The following is taken from a publication: Digests of Trade Data, “Conces-
sions Giranted by the United States in the Trade Agreoment With Swftzerland,"
issued by the United States Tariff Commission,
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“SWIS8 PRODUCTION AND TRADE

“Switzerland is the world’s largest producer of jeweled watch movements and
maintaing an extensive world trade.  During the past two centuries, Switzerland
haa developed a specialized skill in the manufacture of jeweled watch movements;
and for & long time this industry has catered to a world market, Although
exports of machinery and of textiles from Switzerland exceed exports of watceh.
movements, the watch industry, including the various supplying trades, employs
more people than cither the textile or machinery industries,

“In 1929 there were between 1,200 and 1,400 enterprises in the wateh industry,
employing 63,675 persons. For the scason 1932-33 this nunber was estimated
at 53,700. (These figures include those engaged in the manufacture of watch
parts in small household enterprises and probably employeos engaged in the pro-
duction of watch cases, wateh jewels, ete,) It was estimated that in 1929 the
number of persons in Switzerland dependent u‘pon the watch industry for their
support was 400,000, or one-tenth of Swigzerland’s total population. Of the 1,200
to 1,400 enterprises in the wateh industry in 1929, it was ostimated that some 500
were assembly firlns, 70 were manufacturing firms producing complete watches,
while some 600 to 800 small enterprises oceupied themselves with the produetion
of individual parts. .

In wartimes our industry thrives beeause Uncle Sam needs our products and
demands unlimited production for the use of our armod forees, Our workers arg
continually working in excess of regular hours at the request of the Army and
Navy, During these wartimes, World War I and now World War II, the im-
porters and distributors of Swiss watches make heavy inroads into the business
of the American watech companics. The Unitod States Government says to the
American wateh workers: ‘“You cannot producoe for civilian use as we need your
output for American defonse.”” We agree the United States Government is
correet in so doing, but, on the other hand, the Swiss wateh industry is given free
reign to ship into tho United States an unlimited amount of watches, at total
landed costs which are less than our cost of produstion,

The State Dopartment officials, prior to their entry into tho alleged trade
treaty with Switzerland which, in 1942, resulted in the transferring of the job
opportunities of some 42,000 American wateh workers to workers in Switzerland,
wero fully aware of the sweatshop, child labor, and other substandard labor con-
ditions which exist among the wateh workers of Switzerland,

In addition, these samo State Department officials were fully aware of the
existence in Switzerland, ospocially as it pertains to the manufacture and export
of watehes and watch movements, of & watch “trust” or watch “cartel” which
was controlled in turn and subsidized by the State itself,

“Organization of the Swise watch industry.~—"The Swiss wateh industry is very
complex, consisting of manufacturers of complete movemonts, manufacturers of
individual paris, assemblers of complete motcements from parts made by other
manufacturers, manufacturcrs of watch cases, ete. Bofore the war these various
manufacturers were organized along functional and regional lineg, most of these
organizations being grouped loosely undoer the semiofficial Swiss Watch Chamber
of Commerce. During the years immediately following the war, currency depre-
ciation in many other countries and the erection of tariff barricrs against imports
of finished movements in many of Switzerland’s best export markets stimulated
the migration of the Swiss industry to foreign countrics. ‘These barriers wore
raised chicfly against the completed movements, while efforts were made to
stimulate the importation of parts for assembly. At the same time Swiss watch
manufacturers were induced to come to these various countries to establish loeal
watch industries.

“These developments procceded at a rate such as to arouse considerable fear
in the minds of many Swiss industirialists as to the fulure of the Swiss wateh
industry, and led to greater organization of the Swiss iudustry to prevent the
expansion of this movement and to control various practices which were lowering
the prestige of the Swiss watch abroad. As a result, most of the manufacturers
in tho various lines of the Swiss watch and clock industry now are members of
trade associations which are grouped together under three major industrial organi-
zations, and theso three groups in turn are united for purposes of common poliey
by a series of working agreements or conventions. The three organizations
comprise the makers of complete watehes (both manufacturers and assemblers)
the producers of incomplete movemeonts, and the manufacturers of parts and
accessories, respectively. I'hrough the organizations, with assistance from inter-

-ested banks, some measure of success was achieved in controlling the exportation
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of unfinished movements and parts for assembly abroad and in raising the aver-
ﬁfe quality of the Swiss watches exported. However, their cfforts were to a
rge degree frustrated by the noneooperation of a number of independent firms,

“During 1931 there was considerable agitation in Switzerland for governinental
intervention in support of the organized Bwiss industry in its cfforts to control
the independents, who persisted in practices which tended to threaten the indus-
try.  Although it was not until 1934 that the Government actually accorded tho
degrce of intervention desired, it lent its support and eredit in 1931 to the organi-
zation of the “‘Société Générale de L’horlogerie Suisse, 8. A.,” generally known as
the superholding company. The object of this com{mny was to acquire majority
control of the old organization of the producers o incomFleto movements and
buy up control of various independent plants making either cssential parts or
incomplete movements which in 1931 were not members of the organized Swiss
watch industry. This company was capitalized at 50,000,000 francs, Of this
amount 20,000,000 were subseribed by the banks in the watehmaking communi-
ties and 20,000,000 by the industrialists and the various cooperating organizations,
Six millions of francs were subseribed by the Government b{r the purchase of
6,000 shares in the now organization, while 7,500,000 wero lent the compan
by the Government free of interest, redecmable by annual installments aftor 1934,
This superholding company achieved & greater measure of control over the com-~
plex Swiss watch industry than had been attained previously, but it will still
unable to control a small number of factories, On March 12, 1934, the Govern-
ment finally took dircet and positive action, issuing a deerce (@) prohibiting the
opening of new enterprises in the watchmaking industry, or enlargement, trans-
formation, or transfer of existing enterprises without the authorization of the
department of public economy, and (b) forbidding tho exportation of waich
parts without an export permit issued by tho Swiss' Watech Chamber, In 1933
expor:-.b dutics had been enacted to discourage the exportation of watchmaking
machinery.

“In 1934 there was organized an association of watch producers engaged in
exporting to the United States. Thero is little informetion regarding the organi-
zation and functions of this association. Its objects are re&mrterl to bo the climina-
tion of some of the more undesirable features of competition among Swiss con-
cerns for United States business,

“Further measures of control in Switzerland over the exportation of watches
and wateh movements are provided in the ‘declaration’ of tho Government of
Switzerland which forms a part of the United States-Switzerland Trade Agree-
ment, These control measuves are being taken ‘with a view to cooperating with
the Government of she United States of America in its efforts to suppress the
smuggling of watches and wateh movements.’ X

“Swiss exports,—Switzerland doos not publish statistics regarding production
of watches and watch movements. Howcever, inasmuch as about 95 percent of
Swiss production is exported, Swiss exports of these produets give a very good
indication of production. It will be noted that total production of cased watehes
and finished movements ranged from 16,000,000 to 20,000,000 movements in
the period 1925-30, but declined to approximately 8,000,000 in 1932 and recovered
to more than 12,000,000 in 1934,

1
Amml-icnnwutoh Nutibor of
workers man- umhor ol
N;“{}z’:ggé homrs trans | workors yoars Forolgn
Year wa“cmwh ferred to employment | declared value
o movementg | Workers in for- | transforred to of watches
Imported i elgn countrles, | workers in for- imported
o rincipolly | clgn countries
witzerland
920, 303 11,044, 716 6,908 $2,834, 092
1, 201, 806 14,422, 782 9,014 , 608,
2,228, 606 20, 743, 272 16,716 5,877,670
3,127,274 37, 527, 288 23,460 8,183,117
2, 386, 220 28, 634, 712 17, 760 6, 882, 370
2,919, 147 43,020, 704 20, 043 , 087, 780
3, 536, 082 42, 443, 784 20, 520 10‘ 220,772
O 52, 900, 33,000 )
¢ 67, 500, 000 42, 000 9

| Binee 134, nccording Lo elinble sources, there have been imported to the United ¥tates the above watches
and watch movements, and as nany as 42,000 Amerleans’ jobs trangforred to Switzerland in 1 year alone.

3 Duo to Governmett regulation tho figures on watches and watch movemeonts lmk;n'cod in tho years 1041
and ‘}%2 cannot bo mado publie. This rogulation is governed hy Exocutive Ordor No. 9103, issuod March
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The American watch workers produce one watch in approximately 12 hours,
From the years 1938 to 1942, inclusive, the combined output of the throe American
watch factorics was an average of 1,405,000 watches per year, and they had an
average of 6,800 employees per year. Personally, I do not know but I doubt if
our total added oxports, sccured through our entry into the trade treaty with
Switzerland, will equal this demonstrated loss of American man-hours of employ-
ment, in this one industry alone.

HITLER~-SWIS$ WATCHES ALONE AVAILABLD

Just consider this outstanding fact: In 1942 there were im}mrted into the United
States over 5,000,000 watches and watech movements. If American labor had
produced these watches there would have been 42,000 more persons emyloyad for
1,600 hours per year, and we would have had that many mote available persons
working on war materials for which the United Nations are sorely pressed.

Four times more watches were imported than were produced in the United
States, The consumption or consumer demand for these watches is not that
great. The answer is the Swiss wateh importer, knowing that America’s factorics
would be placed on war work, has built up a reserve stock here to sell to the Amer-
ican consumer during and after the present war.

The American jeweler who is trying to stay in business has to buy watehes from
whom he can, so he stocks up with foreign-made merchandise which costs him
just as much as a fine American-mado watch.

You can’t blame him for trying to stay in business, but after the war we have the
post-war problem of what do do with the increascd personnel who have been
trained for watchmaking during the war period. There will be no backlog of
orders; the consumer demand will have been satisfied. During the war when
people have an excess purchasing power they will buy the things they need. They
can’t buy automobiles; they can’t buy many items; but they can buy Swiss
watehes.  Those industries are protected for the Fost-war period, but how about
the people that I represent? How about the people who work for the other watch
companies? They have done their bit for their country, Waltham employees
were one of tho first to have attained 100 percent participation in the pay-roll-
savln;;a plan for the purchase of War bonds.  Two hundred and ninety-three men
out of less than one thousand from the Waltham Watch Workers Union are in the
armed forces, They are coming back, after having served their country to—
what? To a job? Yes; to a laid-off job.

GULLIBLY AMERICAN PUBLIC

In the meantime Switzerland, surrounded by Axis, on the one side by Italy, on
another side by Vichy-France, on the other by Germany, is able to export into the
United States, under a trade treatly with our enemy, watches and wateh move-
ments,  In exchango for these watches and, wateh movements, Switzerland is

iven millions of American dollars., Hitler receives his share of those dollars,
he consuming Amecrican public is thus helping finance Hitler's war against us
through the purchase of these watches which were imported into the United
States during 1042, Many of these watches are cased in the United States,

‘They are sold under trade names nutionally advertised names. The American
(4

public buys watches called “Miss LAmerica," American Maid,” “Miss Liberty,”’
and “Croix de Guerre of American Achievement,” Swiss watches being palmed

off as American-made,

These watches are nssembled here of products of Swiss workers, Where does
Switzerland get the raw materials for these watches during war time? How are
they so safely escorted through Axis territory to reach America, we would like to
know? This question of Swiss competition has been gone into very thoroughly
in the past by far more able men than I, men who made a study of this because
their financial interests were at stake,

This committec recommended legislation to prevent the smuggling of watches
and watch movements, mainly from Switzerland. The Congress cnacted this
legislation into law. This is known as the Walsh-McCormack law,

n 1934, at the hearings, briefs were filed, attornoys were hired to present to
the Committee for Reciprocity Information facts which were vital to our industry.
These facts were ignored and treaties negotiated and signed, notwithstanding
the warning which was given at thai time by Mr. T. Albert Potter, president of
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the Elgin National Watch Co. I quote Mr, Potter from testimony given by him
on December 17, 1934: ' .

“Remember, these fine craftsmen in Furope are not only makers of watches
but many of them, even today, as adjuncts to wateh factories, are actively engaged
in the making of parts for foreign munitions factories.”

After 4 ycars of reciprocal trade treatios, and, assumedly after careful con-
sideration, the exceutive counceil of the American Federation of Labor adopted
the following on reciprocal trade treaties:

“Wheress the provisions of reciproeal trade ireaties negotiated by the State
Department with foreign nations affeet very vitally both the economic conditions
of Amcrican workers and unemployment and there are many organizations
represonting thousands of workers, affilisted with the American Federation of
Labor which are seriously affected by these trade treaties and for that reason are
deeply interested in their provisions; and

“Whereas the economie and industrial interests of these workers demand that
the American Federation of Labor exercise all efforts possible to prevent the im-
portation of goods from foreign countries under the provisions of reciprocal trade
treaties, where lower wages, longer hours, and lower standards prevail than
exist in competing industries within the United States: Therefore be it

“Resolved, That the executive council of the American Federation of Labor
expresses its opposition to reciproeal trade treaties which diseriminate against
Amecrican workers,  We are opposed to reciprocal trade treaties’ provisions which
provide for importation of goods and merchandise which beeause of low labor
costs abroad are sold at a lower price than the same goods and merchandise pro-
duced by workers in the United States, where wages and conditions of labor are
established on a higher standard than those which prevail abroad; be it further

“Resolved, That a committee representing the American Federation of Labor
be accorded the privilege of presenting labor’s point of view relating to the proe
visgions of reciprocal trade agreements affecting labor before said agrecments are
negotiated and ratified.”

ou will note that the excceutive council expressed opposition to reeiprocal-
trado treaties which diseriminate against American workers, Under the terms
of opposition cifed in the resolution, unanimously adopted by the executive
council of the American Federation of Labor on reciproeal trade treaties, such
reci]procal trade treatics are seemingly impossible of accomplishment.

Had the appeal of the executive council of the American Federation of Labor
been heeded and the jobs of Amorican workers not transforred to workers in
foreign countries through our entry into alleged reciprocal trade treaties, there is
reason to believe that they would not have considered it necessary to make the
following demands on the resolutions committees of the major political parties in

3

“PROTECTION OF WAGE AND WORKING STANDARDS

“To protect and safegnard the omtploymcnf- opportunitics of America’s wage
earnings against unfair competition of the produets of workers of low wage and
deprossed standards and conditions of employment of foreign countries, and, with
which we are bound to be faced at tho end of the chsent European and Asiatio
wars, and, in order 1o hold secure the advanced industrial relations and employ-
ment standards secured by America’s workers through legislative enactments and
collective agreements against competition from products of workers in countries
of lower standards, it Is essential that adequate and proper legislation be had to
obtain these ends.  We urge the adogt,ion of this policy and proeedure.”

The position of our organization is based upon this platform-~that we believe
in “Live and let live,” "Any country with which we have & trade treaty should
be able to ShiP their products into this country on equal terms,  No more, no less,
do we ask, If the cost of o Swiss wateh landed in this country is the same as an
American-made wateh, our problem is solved.  We know our produet is superior.
We know the American public will choose correctly.

This is not a political problem. This is an cconomie problem which will
seriously face 8 communities after this war—TLancaster, Pa., Elgin, 1ll. and
Waltham, Mass., Hamilton today has 2,100 employecs, I:)lgin over 5,000, Wal-
tham 2,600. Where do' they go from here? Only the Congress of the United
States can determine that, Trade treaties should have cither congressional
approval or Senato ratification, then the interests of an industry small in size
but vital in nature, such as ours, can be protected.

Labor sought restrictive immigration legislation to protect American jobs and
the American way of life, American labor is not antisocial,  We sought and we
still insist on restrictive immigration laws to protect our jobs. However, what

ot
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rotection do we havo when, in 1942 alone, the jobs of 42,064 American workers

n this one industry alone were transforred to workers in foreign countrics?
The position of the American Federation of Labor on immigration is as follows:

“IMMYGRATION

“In order to protect the welfare and the standards of living of the American
workers, organized labor has favored from the beginning a restricted and controlled
national immigration policy. Upheavals brought about by war conditions abroad
demand the excereise of unremitting vigilance in the enforecement, of these controls.
We urge the adoption of a declaration in favor of the continuation of the Nation’s
restricted immigration policy and the progressive application of these principles
as dictated by changin%z conditions.”

Our position on the imports of competitive foreign-made products is the same,
We sce no advantage in barring the entry of the immigrant, and at the same time

crmitting entry of the product of the immigrant at total landed costs which are
ess than American costs of production,

We are here today pleading with you not for an advantage, not for profit, but
for job sceurity. Today we hear advocated sccurity from tho cradle to the grave,
We ask only for the opportunity to work under a profit system. We ask only that
this Coniress, the chosen Ropresentatives of the American peoplo, keep within
their hands the power to approve theso trade treatics. We ask that this com-
mitteo, the ¢hosen Representatives of the people, insist that no artiele, whether
farm comimodity, industrial or what have you, when competitive with American-
made products commercially available, be allowed to land in this country for
one cent less than competitive Anierican-mado ﬂyroducts, produced in this country,

Is thero any good reason why American lives should be endangered, why
American savings be invested in War bonds and savings stamps, and at the same
time, we permit millions of American dollars, through the salo of Swiss watches,
be placed whore the mad-dog Hitler and his group can grasp thom? 1Is there any
good reason why produets of workers in Switzertand should continue to control

0 to 80 percont of the American watch market?

Wo hear of post-war i)luns. Why should we, through trado treaties, insure the
transfer of our jobs in the production of watches to workers in foreign countries?

Isn’t this fair? Isn’t it a fair requost for American workmen to make of their
Government? The answer is obvious. We appreciate the opportunity of pro-
senting our case, a case for the cxistence of our job opportunities,

There are some 10,000 Ameriean workers now employed in the remaining
American watch factories producing very, very essential timing instruments for
the use of our armed forees. At the cossation of hostilitics, we assume we will be
f)mducing American-made watches—if-—there is a sufficient demand or markot
or the products of our labor.

But, with the importations of Swiss watches and watch movements increasing

early, some 100 percent from 1939 to 1942 alone, it is probable that the market
or American-made watches will no longer exist, as the low-wage-paid produets
of the workers of Switzerland, which have been permitted to be exported to the
United States through Hitler’s military lines, only because much of the proceeds,
in the form of American dollags, would be used by Hitler to finance Hitler's war
against the United States and our allies, .

Brigr Presentep By Hanry H, Coox, PrESIENT, AMBRICAN FLiNt Grass
Workers’ UNioN, Torepo, Ouio

Mr, CuairMan: The American Tlint Glass Workers' Union of North America,
an aflilinte of the American Federation of Labor, opposes the extension of the
reciprocal trade program unless the pending legislation is propoerly amended to
protect our employment in this industry against destructive competition of prod-
ucts of workers in foreign countries landed in our markets at less than our costs of
production. We believe that three amendments would accomplish our objective.

One is setting up equality of competition as the yardstick for determining
reduction of duties; the second is ratification of the treatics by the Senate; and
last, but not least, that all trade treaties terminate not less than 6 months after
the cegsation of hostilities.

We do not wish for or expeet dutics on products of tho flint-glass industry
which would eliminate foreign competition entirely. We have no objection to
foreign competition and, in fact, believe it is beneficial if kopt within reasonable
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limits, These limits we belleve to be equality of the selling price of comparable
merchandise, and, this in turn ghould be based upon equalizing the landed cost of
imported goods with the American cnst of production.

f the produets of the low-wage-paid workers of foreign countries are not allowed
to undorsell us, we have nothing to fear, They will enter our market on an equal
footing, and certainly that is all thoy can reasonably ask, and that is all that we
should permit, They could not then break the market, depress wages and cause
unemployment. Our (Produccrs would cnjoy a reasonable margin of profit and
an_cven chance to hold their own in the market,

If, on the other hand, duties in flint glass and glassware articles are further
reduced, or, if in some cases the duties are not increased, low-wage countries will
be able to enter our market, undersoll our producers and depress the whole in-
dustry. In order to remain in the market, our manufacturers will be forced to
cut prices and even to sell at a logs.  If thoy are to succeed in holding the markot
they must cut their costs, including wages, and some of the concerns would have
to close up and throw their workers out of employment,

We can see no sound prineiple at the base of such a policy., There is no merit
in sacrificing one industry, including the employment offered in its operation, for
the sake of increased exports by some other industry, especially those where labor
costs represent a small percentage of the value,

Woe have heard a great deal about the merits and sanctity of the unconditional
most-favored-nation clause, whereby all countrics with which we have a treaty
including this clause, automatically obtain all the benefits we extend to any other
country under the reciprocal-trade program, Trade discrimination, in other
words, would be resented by countries excluded from the benefits given another
country. The United States recognizes the validity of this resentment. In
fact, the United States has been the principal supporter of the unconditional clause,

But, in lowering our duties we discriminate against some of our own industries
and favor others. - We open some to cheap foreign competition so that others may
sell more goods abroad,  The principle of extending favors equally to all industries
within our own country is not practiced. In order to get the benefits of our most-
favored treatment for nothing you must be an exporter living in a foreign country.
You can then enjoy benefits from our polioy of discriminating among industries
in this country. .

For example, if you were an exporter of flint glassware in Czechoslovakia you
would be in a position in normal times to onjoy the American market. Regard-
less of the comparatively low cost of produetion enjoyed by you, you would find
the American market open to you because it is the present policy in the United
States to help the mass production industries export more and more, such ag
automobiles, farm implements, typewriters, aud other business machinery, and
to make this possible by lowering dutics on other commoditics.  You, as a Czech-
oslovakian, might even get a concession without asking for it, since the United
States might make a ireaty with Sweden (as we did) lowering our duty on flint
glass and glassware articles and then extend the lower rate as a windfall to you,

If, on the other hand, you were a {lint glassmaker in the United States you would
find yourself diseriminated against so that two other groups could enjoy a wind-
tial]‘ i, (33., the foreign exporter and a favored mass-production industry in the

"nited States.

This is a strange national policy, and vot that is the policy followed, we rogret
1o say, in the administration of the reciprocal trade program. Actually such a
policy is unnecessary, It represents the worst of two alternatives. We could
enter into reciprocal trade relations with other countrics without engaging in
domestic diserimination. But, those in charge of administering the law insist in
doing it their way and no other. Any attempt to modify present methods is
resented and denounced. The attitude is one of hands off, as if thc methods
developed were sacred.  Actually they are undemocratio and high-banded as
many who have had experience with them have testified.

If, instoad of seleeting the sacrificial industries by merely reading general reports
about them, and then offering concessions to all who export the products of those
industries to us, we first made comparative cost-of-production studies as a basis
of action, the discrimination referred to above eould be avoided.

If roductions in duty were made only in those cases where the present rates are
actually too high, that is, rates that make the price on the foreign goods come to a
Jevel above our cost of production, and, if tho reduction did not lower the landed
cost below our cost of production, no one could reasonably complain. No claim
of discrimination could then be substantiated. Foreign goods would not be
excluded, They would merely be placed on an equal competitive basis with ours,
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The imports of goods on the free list, normally amounting to about 65 percent
of our imports, could continue unabated and could be increased as a result of the
higher level of purchasing power sustained in this country by prevention of ruinous
foreign competition, It 'is no help to foreign exporters of those goods on our free
list to have our other goods driven into depression by low-priced forcign goods
that are not on the free list. The foreign exporters compete for our market among
themselves no less than our oxporters compete in foreign markets,

Trade in nondutiable goods and in goods on which the duty only equalizes
cowmpetition has as great morits as any other. It leads to just as good international
relations as any other; in fact, it would lead to better rclations beeause it would
allay resentment and irritation. Contrary to what some scem to believe, foreign
trade can be beneficial without having to be a ruinous competition.

We do not advoeate a return to the so-called logrolling mothods of making
and altering tariffs, For that matter, logrolling has not been done away with
by the present method of negotiating the treaties, It has merely been transferred
and changed in character. ¢ now have logrolling in the sphere of power politics
and international doctrines. It makes little difference in the effects, except that
the beneficiavies are foreign interests instead of our own.

We advooate taking tariff-adjustient out of both national and international
logrolling and placing it on a more scientific basis than either, We think that
the Senate should, however, ratify the treaties within a stated neriod of 60 or 90
-days. This would subject the operations to serutiny by the representatives of the
people and would not unduly delay progress. Centralized control is necessary
in time of war, but, we should not retain bureaucratic control in tho spheres where
it is not necossary.

In brief, our position can be stated by saying that we believe in a healthy for-
oign trade, not in & ruinous foreign competition. And we believe that the only
way in which competition can be kept on a healthy basis is by using our tariffs
to equalize the costs of production, foreign and domestie, This can be acecom-
plished by making cost studies, instead of relying on the prejudices and judgment
of men who are not dircotly affected by what they do.

We believe, further, that in a democracy, we should follow democratic prin-
ciples. Senate ratification of treaties is of this order, Unless Congress real soon
asserts its rights under the system of separated powers, it will continuc to lose
ground until the executive departments will not only execute some but all policies
and formulate them as well.

- We appoal to you, We feel that there is still some hope in appesling to an
elected body. e appeal to you because our experionco has been that a tariff-
making committee in an administrative position follows its own ideas and pays
scant attention to the words or appeal of those appearing before it.

L}
STATEMENT OF JULIAN D, CoNOVER, SECRETARY, AMERICAN MINING CONGRESS

Mr. CualrMAN aND MEMBERS OF THE CommiTEE: The mining industry of the
United States is deeply concerned in the legislation now before you. It is our
view that in any extension of the Trade Agreements Act at this time, certain
mraer))dll)nem,s should be made in order to minimize injury to domestic producers
and labor,

Opcration of this act over the past 9 ycars has been detrimental to the mining
industry without any compensating advantages. Necessary tariff protection on
important mineral commoditics has been lowered, with consequent direct loss to
producers, and-—even more serious—a loss of confidence in the future resulting
in a marked decrease in exploration and development of new ore reserves,

We recognize the importance of sound cconomic relations with other countries
and of developing a healthy foreign trade based on a mutually beneficial inter-
change of surplus products and services. HMowever, we seriously question the
statement that the trade agreements program has resulted in an over-all increase
in our export tracde, with consequent bencfit to the United Siates as a whole
and indirect benefit to the mining industry. This elaim would seem to be con-
clusively disproved by the analysis submitted by Dr, John Lee Coulter to the
Ways and Means Committee (pp. 504508 of the unrevised comuittee print,
April 20, 1943), which shows that, excluding the countries whose trade was inter-
rupted by wars and revolutions, our exports to trade agreement countries in the
193438 period were substantially less and were increasing at no greater rate
than our exports to countries with which no trade agreements had been concluded,
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The argument is now strongly urged that failure to extend the Trade Agree-
ments Act would be interpreted by other nations as evidencing & policy of non-
cooperation that it might jeopardize friendly relations, and might even interfere
with the conduct of the war.,  This is a matter of international psychology upon
which we shall not attempt to pass. Congress must decide whether renewal of
the trade-agreements authority is essential to retain the goodwill of other nations,
or whether there are other means equally effective in scouring unity of action in
the war and cooperation in the post-war period.

If it is the judgment of Congress that a further extension is imperative, then
certainly Congress should also consider the manner in which the suthority dele-
gated has been exereised, and whether certain clarifying or corrective amendments
are now needed. We fail to see how such amendments, to insure that the original
intent and spirit of the act are earricd out, could be regarded as an unfriendly
gesture, or disturb cordial relations with our allies,

Within our own experience, certain serious defects have become ovident in the
administration of the Trade Apreements Act. These were pointed out in our
testimony 8 years ago,! and specific amendments to remedy these defects were
suggested, Today the need for such amendments is even greater, especially so
‘when we consider the chaotic conditions of world trade and the intense competi-
tion for markets that will incvitably follow the conelusion of the war,

Briefly, we believe the act should now be amended in the following particulars:

1. Congress, representing the é)coplo, should review and pass upon all trade
agreements before they become cffective.

The mining industry has held the view that these “‘agrecements’ are in fact
treaties and as such should be subject to ratification by a two-thirds vote of the
Senate. This position was ably set forth by the late Scnator Key Pittman in the
Sen%tc debggglogag%?rch 25, 1940 (Congressional Record, 76th Cong., vol. 86,
pt. 3, pp. — .

()dmrs have suggested that the act is in reality a revenue act, having for its
purpose the regulation of our foreign commerce, and consequently that any agree-
ments should be submitted to the Congress as a whole—either for aflirmative
ap{)mval or for an opportunity to refuse approval,

Jertainly, if the trade agreements are to be construed as mere executive agree-
ments, the law appears woefully deficient in failing to set up any adequate stand-
ardg or “yardsticks,” to guide the executive agencies in exercising the extremely
broad powers delegated to them,

We feel that these powcers—which include the power of lifo or death over
important segments of American industry—are too %rcat a responsibility to be
lodged in Covernment _bureaus or committees not directly accountable to the
?eople. There should e some check or means of restraiut upon excessive zoal

n negotiating agreements—in trading away the welfare of our own producers
without full comprehension of the facts and without obtaining adequate eom-
pensatory benefits,

Within our obsorvation there have been notable instances in which the trade-
agrecments committees have failed to make full investigation of the facts before
making important tariff concessions; where their action has given the definite
impression of being arbitrary, and has not evidenced the “infinite care and caution”
which are claimed to be an inherent part of their procedure, The reductions in
the zine and cadmium duties in the Canadian Trade Agreement, as described be-
fore this committee and before the Ways and Means Committee in 19402 are a
cago in point,  In the Venezuela negotiations, whieh resulted in reducing the exise
tax on petrolenm—to the detriment not only of oil producers but also of the bitu-
minous and anthracite coal industries—an unwillingness to discuss certain funda-
mental questions was al)parent.“

In our judgment the importance of these contracts with foreign powers requires
that they be submitted to Congress for approval, as is done in practically all
other countrics. ‘The people of our country should have an equal right to study
the recommendations for traiff concessions resulting from the negotiations, to
present their ease to their own representatives, and through them to pass upon
an%vproposod commitments which so vitally affect their interests,

‘e are not able to subscribe to the State Department’s view that “‘a demand
for congressional action on trade agreements is a demand for abandonment of

o ntsn
1 Hearlngs heforo the Committes on Ways and Meang on H. J. Res. 407, vol. 2, Januory 25, 1040, pp.
1560-1584; henrings before the Committes on Financo on . J, Res, 407, March 1, 1040, pp. 435-440,

1 8o reforences proviously given; also hearings before Committoe on Ways and Means on 14, J, Res. 407,
vol, 3, Jnmmr! 29, 1040, pP, 2053-2057; January 31, 1040, pp. 2416-2420; hearings bofore Committes on Finance
on 1.7, Res, 407, March 1, 1040, pp. 440-465.

¥ Henrings before Committes on Finance on H. J, Res. 407, March 5, 1040, pp. 626-642.
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the wholé program.” This is equivalent to saying that the elected represontativer
of the people arc not capeble of weighing facts and passing sane judgment on
tariff matters, It is a challenge to the intelligence z;,ndp integrity of the Congress.

QOur position has been that any agreement which cannot stand up under con-
gressional review can bardly be in the best interest of the country, A provision
for congressional approval not only will restore the orderly process of democratic
government, but will serve to insure proper care and concern for domestic pro-
ducers throughout the process of negotiating an agreement,

2. The law should specifieally provide that our negotiators may make tariff
concessions on any commodity only to that country which constitutes the prin-
cipal source of imports,

The purpose of such a provision is, obviously, to make the trade agreements
as nearly bilateral or truly reciprocal in character as is possible under the uncon-
ditional most-favored-nation treatment, It would merely put into effect the
policy explicitly set forth by tho then Assistant Secrctary of State, Francis B,
Sayre, in 1934 (Finance Committee hearings on H. R, 8687, April 27, 1934, p.
114), when he said:

“The wlivle purpose of the program of trade bargaining is this: To restriet the
commodities covered in the agreement with any specific country to commodities
of which that country furnishes the chief source of supply of importation into
the United States.  Then, under our most-favored-nation agrecment, to gencralize
those rates to other countries.”

Unfortunately this policy has not been adhered to, and numerous important
concessions have been mado to countries which are only minor sources of supply.
Examples in the mincral field, in addition to zine and cadmium, include cobalt
oxide and certain ferro-alloys in the Canadian agreemont, zinc oxide in the
Mexican agreement, and lead oxide and silica sand in the Belgian agreement.
In several of these cases, the trade agreement country to which the concession was
made supplied no imports whatever to the United S)t’atcs.

Concessions thus made have been extended gratis to other countries, from
which no concessions are received in return. Frequently the major benefits
of a tarift reduction, entailing the major injury to American producers, have
gone to these other countries, from which we have received no reciprocal benefits.
Under these conditions it is not surprising that the impression has spread that
the trade agreements program was being used primarily as a vehicle for general
tariff reduction, rather than a means of bargaining for advantageous concessions
on our own surplus products,

To insure adherence to Congress’ original intent, the trading away of conces-
gions to minor sources of a commodity should be barred, and specific provision
made 1o limit our concessions to the country which is the major source of imports,
and which can afford to trade us somothing worth while in return.,

3. There should bo definite provisions in the law making mandatory the
application of the “oseape clauses,” and providing for adequate review and cor-
rection of injury to domestic producars,

This subjeet was thoroughly discus<ed in the testimony presented by ourselves
nnfd by lrepresentatives\ of the zine industry 8 years ago, to which I have previously
referred.

Iixperience of the zine industry with the much advertised “escape clause”
of the Canadian agrecement was bitterly disappointing. This industry’s case
fulfilled completely the requirements for the granting of relief. The major
benefits of the duly concessions were received not by Canada, the country to
which they were granted, but by other countries, from which our imports greatly
increased,” The industry was seriously injured by such imports, by the depression
of prices and wages, and by a loss of confidence in the future which brought explora-
tion for new ore bodies almost to a standstill, This last factor has contributed
directly to a serious situation today in the supply of one of our most essential
war metals,

Despite a thorough, painstaking prosentation of the facts, supported by careful
studies by the United States Burcau of Mines and by the zine expert of the Army
and Navy Munitions Board-—a record which so impressed the chairman of the
Finance Committee that he publicly stated he thought a mistake had been
made—the State Department took no action to remedy the situation. As a
mauter of fact, any possibility of relief under the escape clause was effectively
barrod last year when a trade agreement was concluded with Mexico, freezing the
reduced rates of zine duty (and, in addition, making a similar duty cul on lead,
which is a joint product of our zine-lead mines).
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Out of the 1,180 reductions in duties under the trade agreements to dato, we
know of hardly a singlo instance in which the escape clauses have heen suceossfully
invoked. Failure to apply them even where clear-¢ut need has been shown has
been an outstanding weakness of the program, It should be corrected by a
mandatory provision of tho law.

There are also many other conditions, not covered by the escape olauses, undor
which revision of agreements may be needed to prevent injurfr to our own pro-
ducers and workers,” Thus, the depreciation of foreign currencies; diseriminatory
trade practices of other countrios; lowered production costs clsewhore versus
increases in our own costs resulting from the “soclal gains’” which have beon
adoptoed by our Governmont; the competition of foreign cartels not inhibited by
antimonopoly laws, and the dumphu? of excoss produetion gsuch as has been
frequent following a war) are some of the factory that may call for remedial action
either in revising the agreements entored into, or in limiting the “genoralization®”
of concessions to othor countries.

Insofar ay possible, specifie remodies for such conditions should be provided in
the law. Thus the flexible provision (sec, 8306) of the Tariff Act of 1030, per-
mitting tariff adjustments where needed to equalizoe costs of production at home
and abroad, should be restored and made effoctive. At present this provision
has been nullified as to all commoditios which have boen included in trado agroo-
ments,  Similarly the Anti-Dumping Act of 1921 should be made mandatory
rathoer than pormissive.  The discretionary anthority to suspend tariff concossions
to third countries which diseriminato against American commerce should be
supplanted by n dofinite provision of law, undor which the most-favorod-nation
bonefits would be extended only to those countrios which do not in faet dise
criminate against our products,

Finally, there should be some provision whereby industrios injured under a
trade agroement might obtain court roview, or review by a nonpolitical faet-
ﬁndinr; tariff agoncy, and upon a finding of substantial injury (if the case does not
fall within the scope of the cscape clauses), nogotiations should thon be reopened
with o view to withdrawing or modifying tho concession,

Thus far the trade agreements have operated in a perfod of genorally expanding
Dusiness and rising Pricem. which has lessened the impact of our tarifl concossions,
With the intensified foreign competition that iy certain to follow the war, it seoms
inevitable that some of those concessions will bring serious distress and unems-
ploj?rmemﬂ, unless means of obtalninﬁ prompt and certain rellof are availablo,

This applies particularly 1o an industry such as mining, which is governed by
the physical facts of ore oceurrence, Mines eannot be moved to other locations
nor converted to the production of other goods, They are ;;enerully in isolated
or semiisolated localitios and are ue;unllfr the sole support of their communities.
For the most part foreign mines have substantially lowor costs of production, due
to highor grades of ore, lowet wages, and fower legislative requirements adding to
the costs of operation.  Our modern cost-reducing machinery is equally available
to the forcign mines, which threaten to put many of our domestic producers out
of business when the war is over, , A

Vitally involved also is the question of national self-sufficlency in regard to
gome of our most important minerals and metals, In the present erisis one of
our major difficultics has been to sccure adequate production of the mineral raw
materinls essential to national defense and the prosecution of the war, and we
are not yet out of the woods by any means,  BSound national policy for the future
demands the maintaining of our mining industries in healthy condition, and this
cannot be accompliched under a J)roumm which trades away needed tariff pro-
tection without proper safeguards and without adequate recourse in case of
demonstrated injury,

The policles determined upon by Congress in the pending legislation will -

vitally affect the future of Important branches of mining in this country. We
belleve that amendments to the act such as we have {)ropoaed are to the best
interests of our country and are fully in keeping with the spirit of the reciprocal
tradeaagrc(\:nents program, We solieit your earnest consideration of those
amendments, '

4
PruesENTATION OF THE NATIONAL Brotusrroop or Orunarive Porrurs, East
Liverroorn, Ouio, BY James M. Dupry, INTURNATIONAL PRESIDENT

On behalf of tho National Brotherhood of Operativo Potters, affiliated with
the American Federaltion of Labor and representing over 90 percent of the workers
in the pottory industry, we appoal for limitatfons and safeguarding amendments
to the pending trade-treaty logislation,

T
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Qur interest in thoe reciprocal trade treaties is diroct and vital, The rate of
duty on foreign-macde pottery and chinaware products is a matier of livellhood
for us. It is not an academic issue to ug as it is to tho thoorists who play with
job opportunities as if they were puwns in a game of chess,  In sotting a ceiling
price on pottery in 1942 the Office of Price Administration found that direet labor
costs in Lhe pottery industvy averaged 46 pereent, which with the indirect labor
costs and costs of material totaled 84 pereent of the cost of production, Thig
makes it clear that this is not a mechanized mass-produetion industry,

The ehiof souree of competition in American markots are the products of workers
of Japan and the Japancse cost of production ix similarly based on labor costs
but labor eosts totaling not over 30 pereent,  We know very well the sort of wage
rates pald in Japan and thero is no reason to believo that they will bo even as high
after the war is over,  In tho ease of foreign-made potiery and chinpware competi-
tion is distinetly wago competition, and, as stated in RReport No, 102 of the Tariff
Commisslon on Pottery, “Notwithstanding the facet that for many years the rates
of duty on houschold table and kitehen pottery * * % have ranged from
45 percent ad valorem upward, the share of imports (forelgn-made articlos) in
total consumption in the United States has continued to bo much higher than in
most, other ‘manufactured commodities. The manufacture of such pottery
requires a Jarge amount of skilled hand labor * * % .7 gte,

There s o tendeney on the part of the supporters of the oxtension of trade
treatios to vegard any industry that is not a mass-production industry as un«
worthy of proteetion, They constantly point to the henefits of exports to our
mass-production industrios and are apparently willing to sacrifico other industries
in the nmall-business field to further enrich these large corporations,  Small busie
ness has difficulty enough tosurvive as it is.  They need no low-pricod competition
of foreign-mado cotpetitive goods 1o help him go out of business,

At the samo time these theorists pass off imports of compotitive goods with the
words that it comes mostly from hand labor, Why thoy should feel so kindly
toward hand labor when it is foreign but despise it when it is American 4 o mys-
tery,  According to thelr ideas o worker is not entitled to muech consideration
unless ho iy o machine tender, - Skilled erafts no longer find honor in the oyes of
those heavy Washington thinkors,

What they seem o overlook is the faet that produets with high labor costs pro-
vide more employment per dollar than do those industrios, such as mass produce
tion, with low labor costs, Somehow, this is sugb)osod to be uneconomio, But
if all our industries had labor costs of only 16 or pereent where would the pur-
chasing power come from which has made Amerlon great and made possible our

urchasing the products not only of the low labor costs mechanized mass-produce
aon industries but the produets of other indusirlos gomparablo to our own? This
question has never been answered by the profound economists who cannot wait
until our production is conesntratod Into tho hands of “Big Business.”

We recognize the fact that there is very little appeal that we can make to those
who have made up their minds that small business, especially small business em-
Rloying skilled eraftsmen and women, iy inefliciont and obsolete, and, therefore,

a8 no place in the corporate schome of things of today. But thoss who recognize
the inestimable value of a large number of self-sustaining smaller business entor-

rises, that in the aggregate pay out large sums in wages, will understand why it
s o viclous practico to seck out such industries for special exposure to foreign
competition, Somo of our American industries eannot become highly mechanized
from the nature of thelr products, and, our foreign competition is also necessarily
hand-mado produets,

But far from selecting such industries for liquidation we should be glad that
wo have still some left. ~ Of course, those who favor strongly centralized bureau-
oratic control and regimentation always lose patience with the smaller business
unite, It is far simplor to control a few large corporations than hundreds of
smaller units, The latter unquestionably complicate the imposition of neat and
streamlined controls, They lack the uniformity of the large corporations. They
are too individualistic. 8o, if you favor regimentation and totalitarianism, you
should favor destruotion of the smaller business concorns, And a swift and sure
way of doing this would be to lower the duties of the products of workers in Japan
nﬁ}c ?ug(sx the excuse is given that your intention was to favor only the workers of
England.

ther than on a basis of o Purticulm ccoromie doetrine, which i¢ contrary to
the democratic American spirlt, can cortain industries bo solocted as pawns for
the benefit and favor of other large industries? This Is rank diserimination and
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should not be tolerated by people who believe in equality of opportunity and of
free enterprise. It makes sonso only under an entirely different economic and
social philosophy from our own, a philosophy that some persons, in high gov-
-(smmtenml positions, have been seoking, {n recent years, to establish in this
country, )

The fair and equitable method of adjusting tariff duties, levied on Products of
workers in fox:oi%u countries which compete in America’s markets with the prod-
ucts of America’s workers, 18 to find the differcnoe In costs of production and
then to colleot tariff duties which will place competition betweon the producta of
America’s workers and the workers of forolgn countries, when sold in Amerlea's
markets, on an equal footing,

By this method one industry is not ruined for the sake of bonefiting other in-
dustries, By this mothod the job opportunities of America’s workers would be
glven some protection, Such a method i8 fair to both the American industrialists
and their real competitors, those who profit by tholr distribution in America's
markets of the products of the underpaid workers of thoe foreign countrics, Such
& method would not stifle foreign oompetltion nor does it allow imports of the
products of low wage paid workers of foreign countries to run riot, Such a
method would permlit of the retention of a falr share of the Amorican market
for Amerlean producers and this share I8 left or placed on a healthy lovel, allow-
1n%a fair margin of profit after the payment of fair wages to tho workors,

ndor this syetem of tarlff adjustment the workers in the American pottor:
and chinaware Industries would have nothing to foar from the burcaucrats extend-
ing the most-favored-nations claus2 to all countries, even though we receive no
benefit from this generous gift which we grant to all, We would then abandon
the present farce of holding hearings that mean nothing, Wo would get away
from intornational and diplomatio logrolling in the game of power politics without
going back to congressional logrolling, .

It Is usoless to make reasonable suggestions to tho proponents of the reciprocal
trade treaty program extenslon, 'Thoir minds are closed, But wo hopo that ths
elected representatives of the people will sthl lston to and acespt reasonable and
sensible proposals, We belleve that thoe timoe has come when the trand toward
concentrating unnecessary powors in the exccutive branch of the Govornment
should cease. We beliove that the Congress should reassers ite coustitutional
authority and ratrieve for the people thoir rights under a repressniative form of
government, We rocognizo the necessity of concentratod authority in mattoers
affecting the prosecution of the war. Agalnst such ooncontration we do not
protest, but, the reciprocal trade treaty program is not now aud nover was a war
measure. To seck t¢? draw it into such an arana s puroly n straterom. It Is an
effort to ride into & now leaso of lifo under false colors. It Iv an admission that tho
program caunot stand on its own fect. It botrays the very legitimato fears of
the supporters of the program that it cannot win on its raorits, that it has failed
to meet the claims made in ity hehalf, and that if left to go its way alone, as it
should, it would not survive unohmxi;od.

To speak plainly and without frills, the trade treaty program has failed in all
of its cardin%l points, (1) It was au{)posed to load to international peace. It
falled. (2) It was to Increasz domestie emplo%rment. It faled, (8) It was to
inorense exports, It has falled to do so in itsolf,

A very careful snalysis, made in 1040 by Ameorica’s Wago Earnors Protoctive
Conference, the tariff %\mup of the American Federation of labor, of which this
organization I8 one of the member affiliates, of the real effects of thoe trade troaty
Program showed conclusively that exports to trade agreement countries did not
norease more from 1934 through 1938 (the last full year prior to the-outbresk
of the present World War) than exports to contiguous nontrade agreement
countries, and when exports did not inorease surely domestic omrloyment did
not incroase as a result of the trade treaties which we had entered into, .

In view of the failure of the tradc-troaty program to measure up to the claims
of its pro?onents we favor substituting tho cost-of-production method of adjustlnlg
tariff duties, Tariff duties levied on fmports into America’s markets on compoti-
tive produots, to the end that products of workers in foreS(;n countries should
not be deliverad into our markeis at total delivered oosts which are loss than tho
Amerioan costs of production. We also favor Senate ratification of all trade
treatios with a proviso that suoh trade treatios shall be voted upon within, say,
60 or 90 days aftor they have been placed before the Senate, Further, wo belleve
that such leglslation should be subjest to court review, as is all othor leglslation.

! v
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After the end of the First World War the United States found its markets flooded
with products of low-wage paid workers of foreign countries. We found it neces-
sary to Fa.ss hurriedly an emergency tariff act. After this war we will face a much
worse situation, both because we will have about twice as many men in uniform

nd because we have converted our industries more completely to war production,
The reciprocal ttadé treaty program will fiot serve as & uscful or even a usable
instrument to moet this situation. .

We, therefore, believe that the trade treaties should be suspended within 6
months after the cessation of hostilities so that our hands will be free to meet the
situation as it develops.

Under the conditions above suggested we do not oppose the oxtension of the
trade treaty authorization for the-duratton of the war,

ts
© AmuricAN WarcH AsseMBLERS' AssociaTion, Inc.,

. . ., New York City, May 20, 1943,
Cuammman, Commirrer oN JaNaves, o }
& Undled States Senate, Waghington, D, C. .

S The Amerlean Watch Assemblers’ Association endorses the poiicy adopted
by Congress, under the aet approved June 12, 1034, authorizing the President to
entor into frade agrecments with foreign ¢otmtries, and earnestly requests that the
})rovislons,? f this act bo oxtended for a fyrther period of'3 ypars, as it was hereto-
oro extended In 1937 and 1940, . . K L ;

This asgoolation is {pgnﬂiar with the careful and effjcient rgannor in wlilch these
trade pacts are drawn, as it was pafticularly interastdll in tho'frado paoct negotiated
with Switgerland in 1936. "1t Is corivipeed that tariff legislatjon, imposing rates o
duty on iported meychandide, was never’the regult of as éktensive a stydy of all
of the fadtors and as ¢areful g regard for the language used as has been the case
in the formulation of trade ts under the authority given by Cougross.}

Referring to the trade paot negotintod:with/Switzerland with which tho mem. |
bership of ghia associatioh is more fn‘miﬁtul'., it 'mo;@l ho stated that the ra.l:es of duty
imposed in the Tariff Aot of 1930 were ga high as'}53 percent expressed fn torms of
ad valorem qutics. These rates constitiited in many ingtances :;fg;a ve barriers

uguinst impoMption, The tggdé' oigroem nt with Bwitzgfland adjustéd theso rates
o afforded ample prot %o to the Amefican induatr?'.
n

duty and at'¢he same tim
ast&y opposed reductions

Domestie masyfaciurers o whtohes lipve ste
duties, undor tho trade agreoment with Switzerland, and have répresented that if
such agreement {8 ¢ontinued, they would be serlously uﬂ‘oqt.,g&‘ and forced out of
business, Such argumnﬁs wore, and are, fallacious, as rgports of the earnings of
the leading companies will'digclose. TFinaneial information shows that these earns
ings have increasod with rospo to, efficiefitly operbtod domestic manufacturers
over thh earnings prior to the negotiatiofis of the trade agreement, and have oither
steadily increased during the time that suah agreement has been in effect or have
not suffered any substantial decrease, .

The arrangements entored into with Switzerland in said agreement have also
resultod in eliminating, as far as we know, the most vexing problem of smugglin,
which had assumed sucb large proportions and which the Treasury Departmen
was unable to successfully fight, notwithstanding the cooperation on the part of
the watoh importers and the domestioc manufacturers,

It.1s suggested to your committee that trade barriers represented by excessive
duties and unnecessary restriotions are factors in world unrest and undoubtedly
contribute to armed conflict, The greatest incentive to world security is the
exchange of commodities under reasonable dutigs and requirements. Therefore,
where tarlff duties and restrictions are necessary to maintain efficlently operated
American industrieg, such duties and restrictions should not extend beyond this
polnté with the result of creating embargoes against the merchandise of a foreign
ocountry.

To detormine the groper oustoms duty to bo assessed on a given commodity
requires extensive and careful investigation by comrotent oxperts and the vtmost
eare in tho drafting of the a(ireemente. The Tariff Commiselon and the State
Dopartment have afforded, within the experionce of tnis association, full oppor-
tunity for all interested persons to prosent views and statistics, and bave glven
the most oxtonsive study to any changes made in the rates of duty imposed under
the Tariff Act of 1930. .

We believe that this Is the only wae' in which equitable and proper tariff duties
oan be assessed and that the antiquated method of enacting an entire tariff act
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after a fow months of hearing should be permanently displaced by tbhis more exact
and satisfactory procedure.

We urgo that the authorily to negotiate these trade pacts be not limited by
the roquirement of confirmation by Congress of any proposod reciprocal agree-
ment as, in our opinion, this would destroy the sciontific method in whieh the;
have been formulated heretofore and would introduco a political angle which
would in effect revert to the old method of enacting tariff acts,

Respeetfully,
AMBRICAN WarcH AsSEMBLEHRS' ASSOCIATION,
Rovann Gswry, President,

G ('{‘llxo following letter was subsequently received from Mr. Roland
goll:)
AMERICAN WaArcH AssEMBLERS AssociaTIoN, INo,,
New York City, May 24, 1948.
Hon, Warrer ¥, Gronrar,
Chatrman, Commitice on Finance, Washington, D, C,

Duan Mu. Coamman: The American Wateh Assemblers’ Associntion is con-
cerned with misleading statements made before the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of R(\,{)rcsantmivw, and repeated before the Commitice on
Finance of the Senate, at umriuﬁs held hofore those two commitices on Houso
Joint Resolution 111, a joint resolution to extend the authority of the President
under section 350 of the Tariff Act, as amended, These statoments rofor partie-
ularly to tho alleged offeet upon American workers and American wateh producors
of importations from Switzerland of watch movements and watches undor the
existing reciprocal trade agreement between Bwitzerland and the United States
and the slleged benefits resulting to Germany from this business,

The association asks the committee to consider the following information:

American dollars pald to Switzerland are not available to Germany. Thoy are
held here in the United States, deposited in the blocked account of the Swiss
National Bank, Paymonts for all imports from 8witzerland are made into this
acoount as directed and licensed by our Federal Reserve hank, The Swiss Na-
tional Bank, which iy comparable to our Federal Reserve bank, Jm,ys the Swiss
exporter with its own Swiss francs against the blocked dollars held in the United
Statos, The Swiss manufacturer spends those franes in Switzerland to pay his
labor or other production costs, ono of it goes to Germany,

Nor doos it go to Germany for matorials used in watchos. Practically all of
tho steel used (n Swigs-made watches comes from Swedon, The brass used in
Swiss-made watchos most likely is made from copper lm]])orted from the Unitod
States in 1940, In that year, with the countries around hor at war, Switzorland
bought from the United States and stored enough coppor to supply her needs for
& groat many yoars,

oreovor, extremely strict control s exercisud by Switzerland over funds
romittod by her citizens into Germany. Iven had Germany au{)Jpncd all tho
brass going into all tho Swiss-mado watches importud into tho United Statcs
during 1040, 1941, and 1942, tho actual weight of tho brass so used would have
had an import cost into Switzerland of not more than $15,000,

And even had all the raw matarials come from Germany-—which they did not—
gurely it is infinitely botter to have the matoerial converted into watches for uso
8 the nited States instead of fuses, instruments, or other war matorials for use by
Germany,

The gomcstio manufacturers often have contended that the wages paid to
skilled labor is practically the cost of a watech movement. Cost of the raw
matorial in & watah movement Is negligible. The benefits and adviantages to us
in koeping highly skillod Bwiss workers employed in making watches for our use
rather than producing needed war materials for Germany are so obvious as to
need no comment, hile they are working for us they are not working for our:
enemies. Importations from Switzorland help meet America’s present need for
watches, which American manufacturers cannot now sulﬁyly.

Thero is no stock pile of Swiss-made watohos in the United States, We have
about 20,000 rotail stores dealing in watches, and not one has an adequate supply
of watohes, American-made watches arc in great demand but unobtainable, and'
this accumulated demand for American-made watches will be strongor than over;
a}fltcr gho wag domestio manufaeturers will have to use all their facilities to supply
that demand, '

Compotition from Swiss watch importations did not reduce the number of’
American watoh factories, It was more than 20 years ago that we had 60 Ameri-
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can watch manufacturers, Tveryone of thom meking jeweled watches, and
many of them making nonjeweled watehes, imported many of their parts and
much of their machinery from Switzerland, Few watches were imported from
Switzerland during the years when most American factories went out of business,
Competition amonst themselves, lack of capitel, lack of quality, fallure to kecp
abresst of style changes, business failures and mergers caused the reduetion in
the number of American manufacturers, '"Those same factors are found in the
histories of other industries in the United States, such as the automobile industry,
for instance, Forty years ago, more than 100 firms were making automohiles,
’l‘odai/ there are only b major automobile manufacturers, In the wateh industry,
3 of the original manufacturers of ioweled watches remain in business today, In
addition, al least 10 of the manufacturers of domestic nonjeweled watches still
are in business,  The 3 manufacturers of jeweled watches are now under indict-
ment by the Department of Jugtice for violation of the antitrust laws,

Meantime, new Jowoled-wateh manufacturers have sprung up in America, and
today they all still face the same competitive difficulties which in the past foreed
tho concentration in the lndustr{.

The poliey of reoiprocal trade agrecments has been adopted by the United:
States Government,  The })ruducuon of watch movements and watches is one of
the prineipal Industries of Switzerland, Naturally, Switzorland is seeking an
outlet. for this production, We should take it, not let {t go to Germany., The
State Department entered into this {rade agreement beesuso it is advantageous to
thoe United States, Tis work should not be undone.

Respeetfully submitted,

AMERICAN WATCH ASSHMBLERS ASSOCIATION,
By Rovanp Gsnwr, President.

SrearumuNe IN Qrrosition To rnip KXPENsStoN oF tnk Recierocan Trann
AareeMeENTR Act JuNe 12, 1934

CramMmaN, SeNack Pivance Commirrns,
United States Senate, Washinglon, D, C.

Sin: The Wool llat Manufacturers Assoelation of Ameriea, comprising practi-
eally all the companies engaged in, producing wool felt hat bodies out of which
women’s hats are made, request that its opposition be recorded to any further
oxtension of the Trade Agreoments Aot of June 12, 1934,

We base our familiarity with the operation of the trade-agreemonts program
on the many yoears the produots of our industry were sold in the United States
in eompetition with imported merchandise both before 1934 and sinee,

The act has now heen sufficiently long in operation for the Congress to doter-
mine to what oxtent, if any, it has accomplished its expressed purposes:

1. Whother it has helped relieve unemploymént.

2. Whethor it has increased importations into the Unitod States,

3. Whether it has helped cure our national depression,

4, Whether it promoted good will among nations.

Tho factors such as war and the many national emergency measures since, pos-
sibly cloud the picture too much to obtain clear answers to those questions. In
our opinion, the trade-agrecements plan remains ag originally a theory, elther
viewed nationally or for future post-war planning.

But whether practicable or not and whether or not its operation has helped our
domestie ceonotny or our foreign relations, we belleve s irrelevant.

We opposo the act on an entirely different ground—one affecting the foundations
of our democraocy.

THE TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT OF JUNE 12, 1084, I8 UNCONSTITUTIONAL

These are the reasons:

1, The act involves raising of revenue, The Constitution requires that all
revenue measurcs must originate in tho Houso of Representatives., In point of
fact, tariff rates wore adopted seoretly (In the State Department) during treat
negotiations, not by the House of Representatives, but by the executive brand
of government,

2. In the Constitutionfand;in our constitutional form of government is found
the doctrine of the 'separation of powers" of the excoutive, logislative, and judicial
branches of the Federal Government. One branch is not ermlttod’ to encroach
on' the other.” By 'the' Trade Agreements Act of 1934, Congress abdicated ite
exolusive constitutional powers over customs duties and the regulations of forelgn

870284 3mnmen10
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gommereo in favor of the execulive braneh, By the sume provisions, the executive
branch has used those ;lmwors for purposes which, we beliove, are utterly ox-
trancous to those alleged in the preamble to the taw. Commerce, as such, does
not exist during the war period,” Congress, of courso, never intended confusion
of tra(lot poliey with foreign policy, the policies of two distinet branchos of gov-
ornmont.

8. The power delegated to tho Executive to chango tariff rates up to 50 porcent
is tho dolegation of diseretion, unfottered oxecept boyond the range specified.
The Constitution requires that Congress must exorcise its own diserotion,  Cases
in support of this viow will more fully appear from a discussion of the law here-
inafter set forth.

4. The Constitution makes mandatory tho concurrence of the Senate in all
treatios, Troaties are those agreements with foreign powers which involve the
exorcise of legislativa power to motivate them. 7Tho trade agreements enterod
into under the act of Juno 12, 1034, involve logislative powor; namely, to lovy
duties and regulate commerce.  All treaties, whether called agreements, pacts, or
by any other name, require the ¢coneurrenco of the Senate, No consent l‘ms been
had nor has any been sought. The agreemnents, therefore, are vold,

THE TRADE AGREEMUENTS ACT I8 AN LEXAMPLE OF ADMINISTRATIVE FINALITY

It is seldom in our history that a wrong may continue without & judicial remedy.
In the instance of the act of June 12, 1044, we have an enactment unconstitutional
on the four grounds mentloned, yet there is no remedy afforded by any legal
grlb?ntul. The wrongs may be corrected only by the Congress, possibly when it is

0o late,

Under the Tarlff Aot of 1930, which the act of 1934 amends, thore are two

methods by which a declsion of the Secretary of the T'reasury or the collector may

. be made the subjeet of atiack. One is the customary procedure by protest aftor
¥ X ;

the payment of dutics under section 514 of the Tarifl Aot of 1030, ‘I'he other is
known as the manufacturer’s protost under sections 333 and 516 (b) of tho same

act. .

There was little danger of an importer availing himself of the judiclal remedy
afforded by thoe statute since in nearly every instance of over a thousand changes
of tariffs, the change mado was a reduction downward, The attempts to raise
questions of constitutionality were thus cut off and executive finality permitied
to stand until Congress repealed the law.

The remedir by way of manufacturer’s protest under sections 333 and 516 (b)
was specifical dy taken away by section 2 (a) of the law itsclf. While losses could
be proven and in instamces were heavy almost to the point of extinetion, such as
the losses suffered by the Florida fruit and vegoetable growers through reduction
of rates on imports from Cuba. In that case there was no remedy at law to
afford relief to our own citizens engaged in agricultural pursuits.

George 8. Flotcher, one of a large group of Florida fruit and ve%etable growers,
challenged the constftutionality of the Reciprocal Tariff Act on the ground that
the delegation of power by Congress to the President to cnter trade agreements
with foreign nations is unconstitutional, and, further, that the treaties werc not
ratified by the Senate. As a consequence, he contended that the inereased rates
in the treaty with Cuba were void and of no offect. I'he case was dismissed in
the United States Customs Court wt Now York in a decision reported in Treasur;
Deolsion 48684 of December 2, 1036, The Court of Customs and Patent Appeals
sustained the trial court in an appeal taken (Buit 40881) In Washington on the
ground that the courts were without jurisdiction in opinion reported in 26 Court
of Customs and Patent Agpeo,ls, 195.

The courts also refused to guss on the constitutionality of a g)ortkm of the
Reciprocal Tariff Act in George C. Wisler v. Uniled States, Treasury Deoclsion 49170,
Wisler, an importer of steel flles from Germnn{, contonded that the proviso to
section 350 (a) of the Trade Agreements Aot under whioh the President suspendod
the application of the reduced ratos on files in the Swedish Treaty was invalid
on the ground that by permitting the higher raie to apply 1t discriminated agalnst
Germany in the commerce with the United States and constituted an unlawful
delegation of legislative power to the Lxecutive.

THE RECIPROCAL TRADH AGREBDMENTS ACT I8 A USURPATION OF CONGRIASIONAL
FUNCTION

Separation of 'powars.w()ustoms dutios and the rogulation of forelgn commerce
are two functions which under no pretense or color of right belong to any branch
of government, save only the logislative branch, .
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‘The fact nevertheless is that Congress today has deprived itself of its con-
stitutional power over customr duties and foreign commerce,

In the Constitution are provisions in separate articles for the three great depart-
monts of government, executive, legislative, and judieial,

Logislation looks to the future and changes existing conditions by making a new
rule to be a{)plled thereafter to all or some gurt; of those subject to its power
(Holmes, J. in Prentis v, Atlantic Coast Line, 211 U, 8. 210, 226 (1908?). o

The doetrine of the “sepamtion of powers” of the executive, legisiative, an
judicial branches of the IFederal Govornment is fundamental in the American
theory of constitutional government. See The Fedoralist, Nos, 47 1o 51, One
branch s not to encroach upon the othor. Tssential funections of the logislature
aro not to be usurped by the executive or the judiclary, Similarly, the legislature
is not to interfero with the othor coordinated d(zl)urtmonts of government oxcept
whero an intermingling of action is contemplated by the Constitution itsolf. :

In this way dangerous concentration of {)ower is avoidod and respective powers
aro assigned to the dopartmoent best suited to exerelse them, '

After a bill becomes Jaw, it is the Prosident’s duty to seo that it Is enforced,
ITe cannot voto it by inaction and thero is no power in the Prosident to repeal an
act of Congress,  Of course, in onacting legislation, Congross may provide either
that its operation shall bo suspended or that it shall go into offeet upon the oceur-
ronce of certain evonts, the existence of which shall be ascertained by the President,

But In tho reciprocal trade agrcemonts program no pretense whatever, no
logalistic fustiﬁomion for supplomenting, overlapping, or usurping logislative power,
exists, The law on the su ;!oct, has long sinco boen settlod,

The power to rogulate commeree conforred by tho Constitution upon Congress
is that which i)rovimmly oxtstod in tho State, South Carolina v, Georgia (08 U, 8,
10 (1876)). It is completo in itself, may bhe exercisod to the utmost extent, and
acknowledges no limitations (Gibbons v, (){/dm 9 Whoat. 1, 197 (1824); University
of Illinois v, Uniled States, 289 U, 8, 48 (1933)).

It 1s now a sottled principlo of our democraey and constitutional form of govern-
ment that in its sphero the legislature is supreme and the full oxercise of its
oxclusive powers eannot bo divestod. Any attempt 18 not voidable but absolute,
sinco done without powor. As a consequoence, thero Is nothing to support usurpa-
tion—not even emergency. .

Fmergenoy Jegislation may not bo arbitrary or oppressive (Treigle v. Acme
Homestead Assn., 297 U, 8. 189 (1936)). For illustration, a statute bringing about
impairment of the obligation of contract is void (W. B. Worthan Co. v. Kava-
naugh, 295 U, 8. 56 (1935)).

The conditions to which power is addressed are always to be considered when
the exerciso of power is_challenged., Extraordinary conditions may call for
extroordinary remodios, But the argument necessarily stops short of an attempt
to justify action which lies outside the sphere of constitutional authority, Extraor-
dinary conditions do not croate or onlarges constitutional powors (4. L. 4.
Schecler Poultry Corp, v. U, S. 205 U. 8. 490, 528 (1935), citing Ez Parte Milligan,
4 Wall, 2, 120, 121 (1886) ; Ilome Bldg. & L. Asso. v. Blaisdell, 200 U. B, 398, 4206

1034)),  The Constitution established a National Government with powers

ecomoed to be adequate, as thoy have proved to be both in war and peace, but
these powers of the National Government are limited by the constitutional grants,
Those who aet under these grants are not at liberty to transcend the imposed
limits bocause they beliove that more or different power is nocessary, Such
assortions of extraconstitutional authority were anticipated and precluded by the
explicit torms of the tenth amendment.

THH ACT I8 AN UNLAWFUSL DBLBGATION OF LEGISLATIVD POWER

The act in question amends the Tariff Act of 1930,

The powor in Congress to Iny duties, although embraced in the tuxing power
(Constitution: Art. 1, sec. 8, ol. 1), mng' and is oxorolsed as a regulation of foreign
eominerco (Constitution: Art. 1, sce, 8, ol, 3).

It is now sottled law that “‘this power is oxcluslve and plonary” (Board of
Trusiees of the University of Illinois v. United States, 289 U, 8, 48%.

In Schechter Poultry Corp. v, United States (2056 U, 8. 495, 537 (1985)), the
Bupromo Court of the United States hold:

‘Congress cannot dolegate logislative power to the President to exerolse an
unfottered disorotion to make whatovor laws ho thinks may be needed or advis-
able for the rehabilitation and expansion of trado or industry. (Soe also Unjied
States v, Chemical Foundation, 272 U. 8. 1 (1926); Panama Refintng Co. v. Ryan,
208, U. 8. 388 (1035)).” :
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In.the Poultry Corp. ¢ase, a finding that the general purposes of a statute
would be promoted by the President’s exercise of legislative Ipower was held to
be not a finding of fact but a mere expression of an opinion, leaving him free to
excrcise his discretion as he saw fit.

The principles to determine the constitutionality of logislative grants of power
were fully developed and established by the Supreme Court in Hampton & Co.
v, United States {,276 U. 8. 394), and Ield v. Clark (143 U, 8. 649?.

A summary of legislation dealing with past dologations of legislative authority
; gfga?»in orwegtan Nitrogen Co, v. United States (288 U. 8. 204, at pagos

The leading case on the subject is Field v. Clark, supra. Section 8 of the Tariff
Act of October 1, 1890, authorized the President if he were satisfled that any
foreign ﬁovcrnment was imposing duties on certain produets of the United States
which “he may deem to be reei{)rooally unequal or unreasonable,” he should
have power to suspend the provisions of the act relating to the froe induction of
certain commoditios into the United States, in which case ccrtain tariffs pre-
soribed In the act of Congress should become applicable, The President’s action,
the court found, was to bo dotermined upon the basis of findings with respeet
to the commercial regulations of othor countries, and nothing involving the
expedioney of the legislation was left to his dotormination, The taxes to come
into operation were preordained by tho legislature, The President, therefore,
was 8 mere agont to tho lawmnaking dopartment to ascertain the evont upon
which its expressed will was to tako effect,

It has been said by the Supremo Court of the United States in the majority
opinion holding the ro-called grloultural Adjustment Administration law uneon-
stitutionsl in Uniled States v. Butler:

“The Constitution is the supreme law of the land ordained and established by
the people, All legilslation must conform to the %mnciples it lays down, When
an act of Congress if appropriately challenged in the courts as not conforming to
the constitutional mandate——the judiclal branch of the Government has only one
duty——to lay the articles of the Constitution which are invoked beside tho statute
which is challenged and to declde whether the latter squares with the former,

] * " " * W "

“The quoestion is not what power the Federal Government ought to have
but what powers in fact have been given by the people, L

“The Federal Union is a government of delegatod powers, It has only such
as are exprossly conferred upon it and such as are reasonably to the implied from
thoso granted.”

Congress cannot debogate to another departmoent of the Government powers
which are strictly and oxclusivoby legislativo (Wayman v. Southard, 10 Wheat. 1,
6 U, 8. (L. od.) 253; Unton Bridge Co. v. Uniled States, 203 U, 8. 564-365).

Thus the prineiple that Congress cannot delegate such power to the President
is universally recoghized as vital to tho integrity and maintenance of tho system
of Xovernment ordained by the Constitution,

t the hearings on Thursday, April 26, 1934, when the bill (H. R, 8687) was
bofore the Committoe on Finance of the Senate, the following too 11)19,00 (pp. 8-9)¢

“Benator Reed. The bill pending before us would give the Presidont power, in
hig diseretion, to modify a tariff to the extent of 50 percent in eithor direction,

“Secretary Hunn, Well, it is ‘a judicial discretion, which i, of course, very
different from any capricious discretion, It is a judicial dfscretion involving the
saino authority to make changes that was written into section 317 of the Fordney
Act and carried forward by general consent of this commitice and of the Senate
a8 section 338 of the Smoot-Hawley Act, which gives the President authority not
only to exerciso his own discrotion but to make his own findings of fact on which
he would rest that disoretion.

» * ® " " * ®

Y'8onator Rmpp. Mr. Seerotary, do you remember when the flexiblo tariff
%rovis%’on was under consideration in 1929 and you were then a member of the

ouse

“Secretary Hurr. Yes; there was not 'any paenio then,

“Senator Remp, There was not any panie, but you sald at that time that that
was too much power for a bad man to have or for a good man to want.”

Again, at the hearings (p. 81):

“Secretary WarrLaom. Senator, I wonder if you happen to know how many
hearings are being held in Government nowadays?

“Senator Renp. I don't know, Mr. Secretary, and I am wondering, therefore,
if it i wise to give these wide powers to human ioeings who are physically unable

" REENIT T e e
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to keoep up with tho work of their departments. I am not blaming you in the
least, but I don’t believe that the genius oxists who could have personal knowledge
of all that is oing on in the Department of Agriculture today. With all our
dissension in Congress, at least, we are compelled to hear interesting poeople
personally beforo we act, but I gathered that you did not hear either the paper
peog}e or the jute people, before you put those taxes on.

“You had to delegate that authorlty to somebody else, so, when we gave you
the taxing power, really, we were doleﬁating it to some unnamed person in your
department, Now, that is the way this would work out, if we gave this power
to tho Presidont, isn’t it?

“Secretary Warrace, Oh, undoubtedly, the President would have to delegate
it to competent peoplo,

“Senator Ruwp, Yes,

“Socrotary Warnace, That is what oxeoutive government consists in,

“Sonator Rukp, Yos,

‘‘Socrotary 'WarLace, It happens to bo a slightly different thing in the logis-
lative branch. )

“Senator Rrep. So that, instead of Congross, which is electod and which is
accountable to tho people who cleetod it, putting theso taxes on, this would be
put on, not even by the President,but by some ofliolal to whom the President
delogatoed it? .

‘‘Secrotary Warracu, Why, undoubtedly.”

Agaln at tho same hearings (p. 31):

“Sonator ’rkp, Mr, Scerctary, §s It your idea that the administration would
lay down some sort of a formula for the revision of tariff-duties or a formula for
the foundation of the proposed trade agroement?

“Secretary Warnacn, 1 don't see how the administration could lay down a
formula, The thing is too complex for that.”

Again at the same hearings (p. 67):

“Mr, Sayri, Yes, sir. I was really hoping that Senator Reed was going to
ask mo some questions about the difference between H. R. 8687 and these other
acts, insofar as these aspeets are concorned. That i to say, with respeet to these
other acts, I have heard it sald on many sidos that, for instance, in tho act of
1890 you are discussing specified duties and you are discussing specified action—
tho Prosident aftor the exereise of considerable discrotion, must do certain specified
things; whereas, under H. R. 8087, the President is empowered not only to
oxereise discretion as to whother to act or not, but, having oxcorised that dis<
erotion, ho still has a diseretion as to how far to raise or lower duties: and i, scems
to me interesting to comparo some of the preceding acts with H, R. 8687, with
respect to that foaturoe.,

“Senator Reup, I think that is true, Dr, Sayre, but long experionce in the
Senate, has taught mo that thoro is nothing hore atile than protracted arguments
on the constitutionality of proposed laws., In all sincerity and nonpartisanship,
we may diffor, and the only offect on the country is to bore it to death. I am truly
concerned with the constitutionality of this biil, but I think it is a waste of time
for me to arguo it at this stage of tho proceedings,”

The Conf;mss may mako the extension of an.act depond upon the proclamation
of the President, showing tho ascortainmont by him of the fact that the edicts of
certain nalions had boen rovoked or so modified that they did not violate the
neutral commerce of tho United States. The same principle would allg’ply in a
oase of the suspension of an act on a contingency to be ascertained by the Presidont
and made known by his proclamation (The durora v, United States, 7 Branch, 282,
805 (L. ed.) 878; the casos of I'ield v. Clark, and Union Bridge, supra),

Unless, therefore, the Trade Agreements Act is within the limitations of the
Constitution as judicinlly docided, it {8 unconstitutional and vold,

THH AGREEMENTS ENTERED INTO BY THE PRHSIDENT WERE NOT CONCURRED BY
AND WITH THE ADVICE OF THE SBHNATR

Assuming for the purpose of argumont that the act doos not lack constitu-
tionality as an unlawful invasion of legislative power, wo contond that it is une
constitutional for another rcason,

Artiole I, section 2, clause 2 has but ono exception which does not &(i)lgly to
treaties or trade agreements. Presidential power to make treaties is conditional
upon the advice of the Senate, and provided two-thirds of the Senate present
conour, Tho exception relatos only to appointments,
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None of the trade agrecments have been ratified by the Senate,

In aspeech of the Honorable James M. Beck, of Pennsylvania, (former Solicitor
General of the United States) made in the House of Representatives, March 24,
1934, on the subject, should the Power of Tax Bo Vested in the Prosident, among
other things he said:

ok * in & momeont of hfsteria., for that is what it s, in an economie
orfsis * % % wo are propared to abandon a basfe rule of taxation and also a
fundamontal prineciple of our Constitution that no treaty that shall bind the
falth and uredit lof the United States to a course of action with another govern~
ment shall be valid unless it have the concurrenco of two-third of the Senate,

“Wo are thus confronted with the possibility of a doublt violation of the
Constitution, .

“Please remembor that there s no question about the President’s power to
nogotiato all the trade treaties ho wants, becausoe his powoer of negotiation is as
suroly vosted in him as is the power that Congress exercisos to imposo taxes, but
whon he negotiates, and he can negotinte with any nation for reciproeal exchange
of imports and of duties upon imports, he must return it to the Senate for its
approval, and if it involves changoes in taxation it must be returned to the House,
becatwo the power to orlginate any tax is tho ancient privilege of the House of
Roprosontatives and the final power Lo impose the tax, whethor in accord with a
trado agreomont or not, Is tho greatest of all prorogatives of Congress itself,
‘Thoreforoe, there {8 no objection to tho President, if ho feols he can improve our
economio situation, to making a taviif tmat,y with Germany, with France, or any
nation, but we do object to the President’s having tho final authority without
submitting it to the Congross of the Unitod States and to that body of the Congross
which has the peouliar right to say when wo shall commit ourselves to binding
agreements with other governments in matters of legislative pplicy.

“I know there are manfr trade agreoments that do not require elthor the action
of the Senato or the actlon of the Congress, becauso theg' are of a pooullarly
excoutive charactor, And there Is the line of distinction, W

" " " w o H * 3

+» The mighty changes in our constitutional system which have taken place in
the last half century have been effected principally in three ways.

“The first has been the perversion of Federal powers to destroy the reserved
rights of the States, This has beon largely accomplished through the taxing
power and the power over comerce,”’

- CONCLUBION

An oxtension of the law would be a perpetuation of what we beliove to be a
violation of the fundamental principles of our Government and to operate on &
state of focts which will not come into being until reconstruction and poace,

tThokresponslbillty of departing from a constitutional form of government is
at stake,

We, therofore, respectfully record our ?ﬁposltion to the proposed extension of
the Teade Agreements Aot of June 12, 1034,

Woor Har MANUFACTURERS ASSOOIATION OF AMBRIOA,
W. F. EvartsnN, Secrelary.

.

SraToMENT OF JouN J. MAra, PresiponT, Boor AND Sitor Wonknrs UNION,
Burorn SEnaTe FinaNcw ComMitTen

The boot and shoe workers union, which is an affiliate of the American Federa~
tion of Labor, has a vital interest in the question of oxtending the reelproocal trade
treaty program.. Our membership is depondent for their Hvelihood upon omp]or
ment {n the boot and shoe factories of this country. Their employment has, in
re(iiar‘\,t yoars, before the war been threatoned from two sources, Czechoslovakia
and Japan. . :

Wo have no objoetion to international trade sinco wo rocognize that no nation
18 self-sufficient. On the other hand, we know that our trade with other countries
can be carried on without destroying our own industries and employment oppor-
tunities, Certainly, go one can say that the boot and shoe industry in this couns-
try is one of those industries that acocording to some theorists should be marked
for elimination, It 18 a healthy industry that normally employs some 200,000
workers, It ean hold its own and contpibute its fair share to the maihtenance of

.
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our gtandards of living if it iy not exposed to foreign competition resulting from

low prices based on low wagces. .

We do not ask for duty rates amounting to an embargo. We have no desire to
shut out forcign shocs.  Wo want nothing more than an equal basis of competis
tion, To this we believe ourselves entitled on any basis of fair national policy.
We beliove it to bo unfair and inequitable to ask the Ameriean shoo industry to
faco cheap foreign competition 8o that somo other industries such as the automobile
industry, tho ty{wwrfter, sewing machino, and agricultural implement industrios
may expand their sajes abroad.  Such a proposition may make sense to our theo-
retical economists but to us it a,pxl)curs vicious and unjustifiable,

Let us tako a conerete example.  An Amoriean manufacturer, let us assume
makes a shoe at a cost of $4 per lpu.lr. A comparahlo pair of shoes Is produco
in foreign countries and delivered Into our markets at a total cost of $1.50. Thig
is no ovorstatement, ag can be proved and as anyone who knows ihe hoot and
shoe business and who is fumiliar with wages pald in foreign countrics will tastify,

Now, what we say s that it would be unfair to allow this forcign shoe to be lald
down in the United States to a wholesalor, ineluding all charges, al substantially
less than $4 per pair,  The duty, in other words, should be high enough to place
tho foreign and domestic products on roughly an oqual competitive basis,
that wero dono these forelgn shoes could be sold In the United States but not at
ruinous prices, The Amoeriean }n‘oduoer might not sell as many palrs of shoes as
ho would if there were no foreign competition, but the shoes which he did sell
would not have to be sold at ruinous prices, Wagos would not be dopressed,
Trade all around would bo maintained at a healthy level,

Wae repoat that wo ean see nothing but favortism, based on we know not what,
in any action that opons up or maintains ruinous foreign competition for one
industry for the prosperity of another.  'We could find no justification for allowing
the $1.50 shoo to como into this country atl a duty which would permit its salo
in the domestic market at $3 per pair whilo the comparable Amorican-made shoe
must bo sold at $4 or $5 if falr and reasonable profits are to be reallzod, This is to
say, we condomn as highly diseriminatory a policy which contemplates the
necessity of one indusiry selling its products below cost or without reasonablo
*n‘oﬂt in order to meet foreign eompotition so that some other industry, favored

or obgeure reasous, may bo enriched,  Only a carcer economist, safoly ensconced
on the Federal pay roll and without practical sense could say that such juggling
would lead to inoreasod national prospority and the brotherhood of man,

The Tariff Cominission found in 1931 that, Czechoslovakian MeKay-sewed shoes
were dellvered in New York at costs 50 pereent less than the costs of comparable
shoes produeed in the United States. The imports referred to covered 54 percent
of tho imports listed. Seventy-nine percont of the Crechoslovakian shoes
irlnported cont an avorage of 43 percent less than the comparable American-made
shoes,

It might be said that 1930 {s & long time a¥o, but no one can believe that after
the war wo will not again faco such competition, The shoe industry in Czecho-
slovakia is highlfr concentrated and mechanized. It is not a question of so-called
inefllcient hand labor against America’s mass production,

The rato of duty was increased only 10 pereent. That was insuficiont but was
much better than the trecatment that can be meted out under the present trade
treaty ? reeanont systom under which comparative costs are not oven determined
‘or considered,

. A member of, in fact the vice chairman of the Tariff Commission, Mr, Edminig~
ter, has gono go far as to tostify before the Ways and Means Commlttee that costs
of production cannot bie found. This attitude permits the negotiators of the
trade treaties to soloot any likely product that they think they can use to pry an
advantage out of the forcign delegation: and sacrifico this product in behalf of
some industry that can for some reason they wani to help., ~ Thoy don’t have to
‘bother to Aind out whothor the duty is already too low. If the foreign negotiatora
want a still lower rate so much the better. It makes a good barguinin% point if
they want it bad enough, 8o why not soll ono industry down the river if you can
helX another one?

fterward these pcople can come before your committee and say “we have
inoreased tho exports of plows and dried fruits and lard and automobiles.”

If some member of your committoe should say, “Yes, but you deercased employ-
ment in the boot and shoo industry, in the pottery and glassware industries,” or
in some other industries, proponents of the trade treaty policy can simply rc{)ly.
“other faotors were prof)ably involved, No ono knows what the comparative
wostiof produotion s, Anyway, we are fixing up international peace,”
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Like a great many other people, we are not opposed to reciprocal trade treaties
a8 such. If differences in costs of produotion are recognized in amvlng at dut;
adjustments we have no objection to them, provided that Senate ratification %
required. We belleve that the so-called trade agreements are treaties and that
we should treat them as such, as do the other countries. Wae also believe that the
i&n;ﬁrican x%gople are entitled, as a free and democratic people, to test legislation

n the courts,

While the war lasts there are no important imports of foreign ghoes, hut the
reciprooal trade legislation is egsential for conditions of peace. Other methods of
accommodating the needs for the movement of goods in wartime have been pro-
vided, such as lend-leage. The trade treaties aroc a very minor factor in this
movement of goods, Export priorities, considerations of national needs in time
of war, imports of scarce and oritical items under artificial conditions-—-these have
all but superseded the trade treaties for the time being, We are looking at the
post-war situation. We know from past experienco what we may wxpect by
way of a flood of imports, We know also how our export shipments clogged up
the docks in 1920 after the post-war boowm broke,

If we are to learn anything from experiencoe we should be prepared to stem the
mad rush before it gots started. It will be doing the other countries no favor to
lead them into a boom only to have another break-down.

If we proceed with the lowerin{; of our duties tho rates will be as low as possible
under the law when the flood is Ioosed upon us. Tt will be very difficult on that
occasion to oall in the foreign delegations and obtain concessions by ralsing our
tariffs, It will be very difficult, in fact, to avoid reprisals if we increase our tariff
duties in order to stem the flood.

The supporters of the trade treaties are so highly apprehensive of reprisals or
retaliation that in order to avoid them they would not dare raise a duty. How,
in any oase, could we ralse our duties by means of trade agreements? Should we
say to another country, “Wo will raige our duty only 10 percent if you will agree
to limit yourselves to a 10-percent increase?”’ Or should we say ““You raise your
duty 80 percent and we will do likewise?”” This would be a strange form of
barﬂaining, indeed.

Clearly, the reciprocal trado treaty program, as administered today, is not the
proper mechanism b{ which to meef & trade situation such ns it is reasonable to
expeot that we shall face after the war, The delegated authority will either come
back to Congress, disowned and dishonored, or it will be replaced by & much
more rigid controi under a new lease of life; for obviously wo eannot meet the
post-war situation with & bargaining instrument when harga nin% will be In reverse,

Tho boot and shoe woTkors uriion is not opposed to international eooporation,
We know, however, that such cooperation must rost on tenable ground or it will
break down., We know that under-priced foreign-made shoes do not turn the
wheels in our shoo factorios and woe know what will happen to cooperation if the
whtetéls in our shoe factories and in the factories of scores of other industries do
not turn,

1t is for the reasons we have stated that we do believe it to be unsound policy
to depart from the principle of the differences in costs of production and scientific
tariff making in levying of tariff rates on the imports of competitive forelgn-made
produocts, whether such g)roducts be of the factory or of the farm,

We earnestly request that the pendimri legislation be further amended terminat-
ing all trade treaties at the cessation of hostilities,

Our organization contends that there hag been too great a delegation of legis-
lative power to the exeoutive branch of the Government. Congress should resume
{ts proper constitutional responsibilities without further delay.

o



