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" FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9O, 1826

UNITED STATES SENATE,
Finance ComMrrTee,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 10.30 o’clock a. m,, pursuart to call, in the
hearing room of the committee in the Senate Office Building, Sena-
tor Reed Smoot (chairman) presiding,

Present: Senators Smoot (chairman), McLean, Curtis, Watson,
Reed of Pennsylvania, Wadsworth, Simmons, Jones of New Mexico,
Gerry, Bayard, and George.

Also present: Hon. Andrew W. Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury
Mr. F. (i, Blair, war loan staff, Treasury Department; and Mr. Ches-
ter Lloyd Jones, commercial attaché of the United States in Paris,

The Cuamman, The committee will be in order. The Secretary
of the Treasury is here this morning by request to testify before
the committee and answer any questions that may be asked by any

"member of the committee regarding the French debt settlement,
The Senator from Mississippi, Mr. Harrison, desired the Secretary to
be here to-day, and I was in hopes that he would be here.

Senator Simmoxs. Did you have him telephoned ?

The Cuamyvan. Yes: I have had the secretary telephone to his
office, and he is not there,

Senator Jonks of New Mexico. I should like to inquire about the
probabilities of the French Parlinment ratifying the scttlement?

The !Cn,uu.\mx. They report that they have hopes that it will be
ratified, :

Senator Warson. Is it desirable that we ratify it before the
French do?

The C('HamMaN, Not unless it becomes necessary. It has been m
(hon}ght that we should not submit it to the Senate until the French
ratify it.

Senator Wamson, I thought that was the understanding.

The Crnamman. That was the understanding at the time,

Senator Simmoxns, It was my understanding. and I have stated
several times that we would take no action until the French have
ratified it. -

The Cuamman. Senator Simmons, that was the understanding,
and it was the understanding with the Debt Commission, and 1 do
not think it will be changed unless there is some good reason wh
that policy should be changed, and then the committee will be ad-
vised of it, if it is,

' 1
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Secretary MeLLoN. The latest advice we have had here was to the
effect that they are expecting to take the matter up about the 15th,

The Cnamyax. The 15th or the 16th.

Secretary MerLLoN. Yes.

Senator WarsoN. You would not advise action here, would you,
Mr. Secretary, before they have acted?

The CuamyaN. Noj not unless we know more than we do at the
present time,

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. What is your thought, Mr. Sec-
retary?

Senator Warsox. That is your view, is it, Mr, Secretary ¢

Secretary Merroxw. That was the view we came to after we dis-
cussed the matter in the commission. I do not think there is any
change, and I may say there is none with reference to having the
French approval.  Sotme members of the IFrench Parlinment have
said that it would facilitate the disposal of it there if it were approved
here, and we naturally concluded it would; but I do not think that
is substantiated.

The Cnamman. That was the substance of the last statement.

Senator WarsoN. But, on the other side, is it not true that it would
facilitate it here if it were passed by them there?

Senator Gerry. Do you think it could be acted on before the 1st
of July!?

Secretary MeLLoN. Yes; I think it will be taken up in a few days.

Senator Gerry. And acted on before the 1st of Ju‘y?

Tlll{ei CHaman, Oh, undoubtedly. They will act on it very

uickly.
1 Seér)('-tm‘y MerLroN. Yes: in a few days; and in view of that I
think it would be well to carry the proceedings on, because the vote
conld be delayed.

The Cnamrman. Yes; we could get ready to report it, and then
the vote would be delayed. That was the object of the hearings, to
report the bill any time we desired to report it after the hearings.

Senator Simyons. That is what I understood to be the policy.

The Cuamyan. That is the policy now, Senator, and unless some-
thing we do not know now happens that policy will be carried out.

Senator Simyons. I think Senator Harrison’s desire with reference
to further hearings concerning the Frénch debt was based upon the
idea that the committee ought to present to the Senate further in-
formation, if it could get it, as to the ability of France to pay. Wae
had heard the Secretary when Senator Harrison made his remark.
We had only heard the Secretary, however. That was the only tes-
timony.

Mr. Braw., Mr. Mellon has not testified about the French debt yet.

The CuairMaN. Nobody has.

Mr. Bramz. Nobody has testified on the French debt yet.

The Cuamrvan., He is here for that purpose now.

Senator SimMoNs, Yes: My, Mellon was to come,

The Cuairman. Yes; he is here now for that purpose.

Senator Stmmons. Yes: and Mr. Harrison’s position was that we
should have the additional stutements of experts in the departnwnt
or outside of the department who had made the investigation with
reference to the ability of France to pay, so that we might have an
opportunity to question them as to the basis of that finding.
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The Cuamman. The representative of the Department of Com-
merce and the Department of State will be here just as soon as he
gets through with the Secretary.

Senator Simaons, Well, that is all right.

The Cuamman, Now, Mr. Secretary, if you will proceed.

STATEMENT OF HON. ANDREW W. MELLON, SECRETARY OF THE
TREASURY AND.CHAIRMAN OF THE WORLD WAR }OREIGN
DEBT COMMISSION, ACCOMPANIED BY F. G. BLAIR, WAR LOAN
STAFF, TREASURY DEPARTMENT

Secretary MeLLox. There is a copy of the proceedings before the
House committee, in which I made a statement, and in which I
answered questions that were asked on it, and it is, I think, a very
full exposition of all of the elements entering into the settlement.

The Curamman. That was as to the French and Yugoslavian debt
settlements ¢ '

Secretary MeLroN. Yes, siv,

The Cramryan. Did you cover both of them there?

Secretary MenLon. Yes; they are both covered in this hearing.

The Cuamryan. There is no need of having that printed in the
record again, is there, because we can all get copies, '

Senator Siwmons, Will the Secretary refer to that so that we
may know what it is? ’

The CHamyaxn. I will sce that every member of the committee
is furnished with a copy of the House hearings.

Secretary MeLrox. This covers, I think, everything,

Senator Siyimons, Give the number of that House document.

Senutor Reen of Pennsylvania. There is a copy in front of you
there, I think, Senator,

Senator Simatons, Yes; I have it now, Sienator.

The Cramsan, Has each Senator a copy, Mr. Eccles?

Mr. EccrLes (clerk of the committee). Yes, sir,

The Cuamyax, Every Senator that has not one or is not present,
will be sent one to-day by mail, or it will be delivered to his oftice,

You may comment on the hearings, if you desire, Mr, Secretary.

Senator Stmmoxs, Before you do that, Mr. Secretary, did unybmﬁr
appear except yourself as representing the department, as to this
settlement, before the House committee?

Secretary Mewron, There was Mr, Crisp, and Mr. Burton, mem-
bers of the commission, and they made statements, which are printed
in this hearing, I think. They are included in this copy of the
hearings, '

Senator Simyons. They are the only ones that appeared!

Secretary MeLLoN. Yes; excepting Mr, Blair, who 1s here with me.

Senator Staaoxs, Well, there was no person who had to do with
the gathering of the information upon which the finding as to the
French capacity to pay was heard, was there?

Secretary MerroN, No.

The Cnamrmax, Senator, T will try to get extra copies of that
statement that was submitted by France, in which she presents her
ubility or capacity to pny. I think I can get extra copies, and I will
send @ copy to each member of the commiittee. .
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Senator Simarons, Will the Senate accept the statement of France
without question?

The CHalkMaN. No, certainly not; but it can be checked ap here,

Secretary MerLoN. We had the search upon the part of the De-
partment of Commerce, and then all the information that our people
could gather from many sources, and I ‘hink our debt commission
made a separate study of this matter,

Senator Staraons. Now, do I understand you to say, Mr. Chair-
man, that you will ask the Department of Commerce to send up
here to appear before us the persons who made this recent investi-
gation?

Secretary Merron, Well, the Debt Commission has &1l of that.
That was furnished to our commission, and we have that and can
produce it. , :

The Cirammax, But I would just as soon have someone from the
Department of Commerce. :

Senator Simamons. Let us have both; the evidence that the Debt
Commission has, as supplied them by the Commerce Department,
and the persons who mutlle the recent investigation.

Secretary MeLrLoN, I can say there was a good deal of if. T had
all of these papers last summer, all of the reports which we had.
I spent two whole afternoons, and I suppose I spent what would have
been more than two full days in going over the report.

Senator SimmoNns. We all have the greatest confidence in this com-
mission, of course-—

Secretury MeLLoN (interposing). But the matter of stating the
account——— ‘ :

Senator Srymons (interposing). But I think we might as well
recognize the fact that there is a serious disngreement in the Senate
with reference to this debt and that the Senate does want all the
information it can get, particularly with reference to the particular
basis upon which you have made the settlement, namely, the French
ability to pay.

Now, the Department of Commerce, collaborating with the French
Government, has studied that question, and I think in addition to
the report of the Department of Commerce to the Debt Commission
as given in there, I think we ought to have the people who did that
research work and that investigation ‘work by the department, so
that we may cross-examine them, so as to get any information we
can, either confirming the accuracy of their conclusions or—--~

The Cuaryan. (interposing). We have the man here from the
department now. i

enator SimyoNs. I understood you to say you would bring him.

The Camrman. He is here now, but there will be others. I do not
know whether Mr. Hoover wants to come up personally, or whether
he wants Mr. Jones to present the case.

Mr. Brair. A good many of the reports the commission has con-
tain matters of a confidential nature on the debt settlement—

Senator StmMons. (interposing). We will take care of that, not
to include anything of a confidential nature.

- The CramMan, I have n few matters here that 1 have gone over
and studied, Senator, that you can have if you want to go over them.

Senator Siaaons, T do not want them.

The Cramryan. That is e little that I have kept.
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Secretary MeLtox. There is much too that came to the Govern-
ment, outside investigation,

Senator Simsrons, Well, if we knew who made that outside inves-
tigation we would like to have them.

Mr. Bramr. The Institute of Economics is the one that made an
investigation. Mr. Moulton is the head of it.

Senator Smmons. If you will give us their names—
~ Mr. Bu:r (interposing). The National Industrial Conference
Board made another.

Senator Simyons. Will you not furnish us the names of those
peol)le who made those studies?

Mr. Bram. I would be glad to, because the commission had them
before them when they began to study the question. '

Senator Siamons. I think Senator Harrison wants all these
people, who made this study, before the committee. I do not mean
the subordinates, but the responsible heads.

Senator McLean. That means a postponement of any action by
the Senate for several weeks, if we are not going to rely largely
on the report of the commission; if we are going to check back, their
report to the foundation, it means very likely, Senator, that we can
not act on it at this session, does it not?

Senator Simyons, I have not made any suggestion that we check
back, but to get the basis upon which they reached their conclusion.
I do not think there is any information about this that is available .
that ought to be concealed.

Senator McLeaN. I do not think there is any effort to conceal it.

Senator Stamons, The IFrench have not acted on it yet, and it is
generally understood we are not going to act before they do act,
and there is nothing in the way, so far as time is concerned. It is
not going to take any time. It will not take the Secretary of the
Treasury long to make his statement, and probably this gentleman
who is to come up here from the Department of Commerce and
these other gentlemen will not take long. .

The CHairMaN, Do you want to ask the Secretary any questions?

Senator Simmons. No; I am perfectly willing to ﬂzt the Secretary
go on and make a statement. . 7 '

The Cnamyan, He offers, as a part of his statement this morn-
ing, the hearings before the House committee.

Secretary MeLLoN. I made a very comprehensive statement, which
is before the committee in these hearings; and then I was examined
by members of the committee very generally, and that is all in this
report of these proceedings.

Senator (Gerry. The secretary would then really repeat the things
he has already said in the House committee? }

Secretary MerLrox, Yes; I do not know of anything further that
I could say, unless something might be asked which would not be
covered in this hearing.

The Caamrmayn. That is the reason I asked you to be here this
morning, Mr, Secrétary.

Senator McLrax. You do say you think action by the Senate
would hasten action by the French Parliament?

The CHamrMAN, Some people do.

Senator McLean. The French people do?

The CHamrman. Yes, ~
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Senator McLrax. What do you think of that, in the state of mind
of the French Parliament?

Secretary MerroN. I doubt whether it would have any particular
influence.

The CrairmaN. Mr. Herrick, the ambassador, thinks it would.

Senator McLea~., Thinks it would hasten it?

The CuamMmaN. Yes; that the action here would hasten it.

Senator Simmoxns, I do not think we will pass it before they do.
I do not think the Senate would permit you to pass it before.

Senator McLea~N. That is what I want from the Senator, a frank
statement,

The Cnamyan. But we do not want to do anything here that
would hamper France in gettin{_: a ratification of the agreement. In
other words, if a collapse should come in their finuncial system and
the franc would go the same as the German murk did, we do not
want to be in any way responsible for it at all. They are doing the
best they can. 1 want to say to the members of the committee that
they are having a very serious time,

S);nutor McLrax. That is evident.

Secretary MerLoN. There is a fair prospect that this will be taken
up, possibly at the end of the week.

The CrairmMan, The last cable which came, day before yesterday,
as I remember, was that the ambassador thought that it would be
taken up in Frence on the 15th or 16th of the month,

Well, i\’ there is anything else, Mr. Secretary-—

Secretary MeLLoN (interposing). I think not, Mr, Chairman,

The Cuairman. Mr. Jones, can you be here tomorrow morning?

Mr. Joxrs. Yes, sir,

Senator Simmons, I understand, Mr. Secretary, before the House
you stated everything that you could state here, and nothing else
transpired sirce to change the matter?

Secretary 11eL1oN. I endeavored to cover the ground in my state-
ment, and ther: I answered questions from various members of the
committee, and that is all set forth in this copy of the proceedings.

Senator Siymons., Nothing has occurred since to cause you to
change your views?

Secretary Merion. No: I do not know of anything I could add
to this, unless something would occur in the discussion here,

The CHarMAN. I would like to ask each member of the com-
mittee to read this, and then if any member of the committee would
like to ask the Secretary any questions we will ask him to come
up again, and he will be glad to come back.

Secretary MeLrowN. Yes, sir.

The CHalrMaN. And in the meantime, if I can get extra copies
of this statement by France, I will send a copy to each member of
the committee.

Then, if there is nothing further to-day, the committee will stand
adjourned until 10.30 to-morrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 11.55 o’clock a. m., on Wednesday, June 9, 1926,
the committee adjourned till the following day, Thursday, June 10,
1926, at 10.30 o'clock a. m.) '
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THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 1926

UNITED STATES SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE.
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 10.30 o’clock a. m., pursuant to adjournment
on yesterday, in the hearing room of the committee in the Senate
Office Building, Senator Reed Smoot (chairman) presiding. - :

Present: Senators Smoot (chairman), McLean, Curtis, Watson,
Reed of Pennsylvania, Shortridge, Simmons, Jones of New Mexico,
Gerry, Harrison, and George.

Also present: Mr, Chester Iloyd Jones, commercial attaché of
the United States in Paris; and Mr. . G. Blair, War Loan Staff,
Treasury Department.

The Cuairman. The committee will come to order. Mr. Jones,
we will be glad to hear from you this morning.

STATEMENT OF MR. CHESTER LLOYD JONES, COMMERCIAL
ATTACHE OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT PARIS, FRANCE

The CuamrMan. Mr. Jones, your full nume,

Mr, Jongs, Chester Lloyd Jones.

The Cuamsan. Mr. Jones, what. position do you hold in the
Department of Commerce? .

PM}‘. Jonrs. Commercial attaché of the American Embossy at
aris. :

The Cuamyax. How long have you been there?

Mr. Joxes. U have been there four years,

* The Cuamrman. What are your duties?

Mr. Jones. My duties are to report on the general economic con-
ditions in France; and also on the possibilities of the extension of
American trade there,

The Cuamrman, And you report to the department monthly,
or—

Mr. JonEs (interposing). I report currently. We report weekly
on current conditions, and we have also a monthly report. On the
opportunities for the extension of American trade we report as
often as we think there is any possibility.

The Cuamman., Mr. Jones, will you proceed and inform the
committee ?

Mr. Jones. On what point do you wish me to proceed? What
point do you wish me to take up?

The CuairMaN. As to your reports, whether you have any here
touching the ability of France to pay this debt.

9461—20——2 7
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Mr, Jones. I have 2 number of them here.

The Crairman. Her capacity to pay.

Mr. Jongs, I have reviewed the various estimates made by various
authorities in Europe-—Italian, British, French—and we have ,
checked over those estimates in relation to the information that
we ourselves were able to secure. I can give you the summary re-
sults of the comparison, or I can give you a rather detailed state-
ment which we have checked against that information as we have
been able to obtain it, yhich seems to set out the condition in
France, so far as the income of the country is concerned.

The Cuamman. I think perhaps that would be the best way to

- proceed, then, and if you have it in order we would like to have
you present it.

Senator Harrison., Mr. Jones was used, was he not, by the com-
mission with reference to this matter? ,

The CrnarmMaN. Mr. Jones has furnished all of these facts to the
Department of Commerce, you know, and he is here representing
the Department of Commerce. .

-~ Mr. Jongs. Do you wish me to read in detail this summary?

The CHArMAN. Yes; you may. I think that would be the best
way. :

. Mr. Jongs. The report I will read will bring out a substantial
agreement. with the average of the various estimates that have been
made. These seem to show that the income of the French people
at the present time is about one hundred and twenty-five to one hun-
dred and thirty billion franes per year.

: Se?nator Rerp of Pennsylvania. You are speaking in gold francs
now T ,

Mr. Jones. No; I am speaking in paper francs.

Senator SHorTRIDGE. In what? -

Mr. Jongs. In paper francs. That question brings out one of
the great difficulties in making an estimate of the national income
based on the franc, for, obviously, in 1924 when the franc varied
from 29 plus to 14.90 within two weeks, it is very difficuit to make
any estimate of what the income or the national wealth is on the gold
basis. Obviously the wealth does not change within two weeks by
50 per cent. p :

n order to divide the income that comes from the various sources
in France into groups which can be studied by themselves, I want to
take up the income from capital, the income from labor, and the
mixed income arising partly from capital and partly from labor;
that is, the mixed income from labor and capital together.

* Senator HarrisoN. What is the estimated wealth of France, now,

say? o '

{Ir. Jongs. The estimated wealth of France has not been officially
determined since the war. The pre-war estimates even, vary very
greatly. I.will give you some of those which have been brought
out as a preliminary to the discussion of the present wealth and
income of the country. Andre Liesse, one of the most well-thought-
of French economists, estimates that the entire wealth of the country,
in 1912 was 230,000,000,000 gold francs. Andre Thery estimated
the wealth at 248,000,000,000 gold francs in 1892. He made an esti-
mate also as of 1912 considerably larger than that made by Mr.
Liesse; the total being 302,000,000,000 francs. The same authorities
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estimate that in 1914 the national wealth had shrunk to 280,000,
000,000 francs.

Senator Harrison. When was that ?

Mr. Jongs, In 1914, The wide range, even for this period, shows
that any estimate is one in which a large element of error must
necessarily enter. :

The income from the entire wealth of the country was estimated
in 1913 by the French officials of the department of agriculture at
$6,950,000,000—gold dollars-—computed at’ the then existing rate of
exchange, And in 1914 they made an estimate of $6,675,000,000—
sold dollars. In passing, it might be well to point out, however, that
in making the estimate of the agricultural wealth of France in these
calculations the French authorities had to rely on the last agricul-
tural census. The agricultural censuses began in 1840 and were con-
tinued, in 10-year periods, until 1892, when the last one occurred.
That is, they were not made regularly in decennial periods, but sub-
stantially that. Therefore, the only basis that you can go on, even at
the present time, for the agricultural wealth, is a census taken in 1892
and those estimates in subsequent years have had to multiply the
bases on which the farm properties were valued in that year by an
assummed coeflicient. There, also, you can see there is a large’
element of error that might creep in.

Senator HarrisoN. Was this wealth estimated on the whole in-
dustrial situation, or just the agricultural? :

. Joxes. No; I am giving an illustration on agriculture to show
how error might creep in. This figure I have given was for the
industrial, and ngricufture, including labor.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. No; Senator Harrison asks you
about this income, the $6,000,000,000.

Senator Harrison. That is what I meant.

The Crarmax, Is that the total income?

Mr. Jongs. The total income. ,

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. From all sources?

Mr. Joxes. From all sources, including labor.

Senator SHorTrIbGE. As of what year is that total income?

Mr. Jongs. 1913 and 1914,

Senator SHORTRIDGE. Averaging that?

Mr, Jongs. No; I gave two years; I gove two totals.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. That was not the Government in-
come,

Senator HarrisoN, No; that was the actual income.

Mr. Jones. Yes; that was the actual income, from the various
industries and individuals.

Senator .Rekp of Pennsylvania. That is a per capita income of
about $150?

Mr, Jones. Something like that.

I take then income from capital, and in the first class is income
from transferable capital, or transferable securities. In order to
estimate the income from French transferable securities we have to
take the statistics from the registration authorities relative to the
yield of the tax on the income from such securities, or we can also
take, if we wish, the income on the basis of stock quotations. It does
n}(l)t make much difference which you use, the total works out about
the same.
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In order to get the income from transferable securities we might
take first tho-e listed on the stock exchange, and then ascertain their
nominal capital, and the dividend and interest payments over a
number of years. It might be argued that that would be a better
basis for calculating, but with the franc fluctuating so rapidly you
get so many variables you do not know where you stand. We there-
fore make the calculation on one year only—1923,

For securities not listed, there is no precise basis available. There
was formerly collected a stamp tax; in fact, there is still collected a
stamp tax; the records formerly classified the stamp tax income from
liste:,[ and unlisted securities, separately and in those years you can
make an estimate of the total of the two classes from the tax returns
thereon. At the present time, however, the registration officials list
the tax returns of the securities paying stamp taxes all in one group,
o that the only way you can calculate now is to take the percentage
of the listed to unlisted securities as formerly reported and use
that now, ) -

Senator Rekp of Pennsylvania. Will not that be misleading, on
account of the fact that so much of the external ownership of France
has been defaulted on? I am thinking of the Russian bonds, for
instance.

Mr. Jones. Yes; it will, Senator. I do not know of any way by
which we can get a Iproper ddjustment of that matter,

The (HamrMAN, It is the best estimate anybody can make.

Mr. Joxes. It is the best estimate anybody can make.

The CaamrmaN, Even the French authorities?

Mr. Joxes. Yes, sir. '

Senator Simmons, What was that estimate which was used ?

Mr. Joxes. I will come to that in 2 moment. Knowing the value
of the listed securities we can estimate the value of those unlisted, in
the method I have just spoken of. To obtain the present nominal
capital and yield from unlisted securities we had to use as a base
of calculation the percentage of unlisted and listed securities in
1913.

For French transferable securities this method shows a nominal
capital of 314,420,437,710 francs, and a yield of—I am giving only
the round numbers—of 17,000,000,006 francs, in 1913,

Se?nator Reep of Pennsylvania. That is paper frances again,
isit '

Mr. Jones. In 1913, francs in gold.

Senator Harnison. Explain the difference between the gold franc
and the paper franc, so that we can get that into the record. Yon
spoke a while ago of the gold franc, and now of the paper franc.

Mr. Jones. Before the war there was no difference; the gold franc
was worth the same as the paper franc—or, the other way around,
the paper franc was worth the same as the gold franc, just as the
ggﬁger dollar is with us. Now, since 1913 there have been issned

ifferent amounts of paper on the credit of the country. Those
amounts now total about 58,000,000,000 francs. They have back
of them only the guarantee of the French Government..
"+ The CuairmaN. The Bank of France?

Mr. Jones. The Bank of France.

19?;;1%01‘ Harrison. Then they have issued no gold franes since
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Mr. Jones. No; they have not. Well, they have issued paper
francs, but they have back of them only the guaranty of the gov-
ernment,

The CuammaN. They are all paper francs, but they had the gold
back of them?

Senator HarrisoN. That is what I say, now they they have no
gold back of them? :

Mr, Jones. There are deposits in the Bank of France which are
in effect at the disposition of the Government of France. At the
present time they would not attempt to match paper by gold franes.

Senator Harrison. There are some gold francs still out ?

Mr. Jongs. There are some, but they are all in hoarding.

Senator HarrisoN, Have they declined, the gold francs, at all?

Mr. Jones. No; but to get this situation before you——

The CuairmaN (interposing). They have no gold to pay on
demand.

Mr. Jongs, No, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. The paper franc is vacillating ?

Mr. Jones, Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And unsteady ?

Mpr. Jongs. Yes, sir. : .

Senator HarrisoN. You say they are in hoarding. What do youw
mean? Certain people have control of them and %ave taken them
out of circulation? :

Mr. Jongs. Exactly. When the war broke out the Government
made an appeal to the people to turn over their francs to the Gov-
ernment, and many of them did it; they were very patriotic. But
there were a large number that remained in the woolen sock, and that
. did not come out.

The Cuaikman. I think, Senater, a great number of those are
held by the little banks throughout France. They hold those as a
gold reserve, just as they would the gold itself. And if they hold
those, it is counted as gold on the necessary reserve which, under
the laws of France, they must hold.

Senator Harrison. Now, in that connection and at this point
would it not be well to put in, if you have the figures, how many
gold francs are outstanding?

Mr. Jonges. It is impossible to do that, Senator. It is impossible
to give you the number. I can give you the number of francs that
the Bank of France keeps in its vaults; but how many there are
outstanding in all, it is impossible to tell. How many have been
gielted down, or how many there are in private vaults, it is impossi-

e to say.

Senatg;' Harrisox. Can you tell how many there are in the Bank
of France? : ‘

Mr. Jones. Yes; I have a statement here of the gold reserve in the
Bank of France from 1913 down to 1925.

The Cuamrman. I think it would be well te put that in the record.

Mr. Jongs. I will put it in the record at this point.

(The table referred to is as follows:)
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Gold rescrves of ihe Bank of France

[Prinecipal source: Memorandum on curréency and central banks, 1013-24, League of

Nailons)
Millions of franes ? Millions of franes
Dec. 31 Abroad Dee. 31 Abroad

Total Fr{\'rxlce Total Frgllwe
8, 500 3, 552 1,048
5, 524 3, 576 1,948
5, 536 3,671 1, 864
5, 540 3,076 1,864
5, 545 3, 681 1, 84
§, 648 3,684 1. 864

Senator Hakrison. How many of those gold francs are still in the
Bank of France, as compared to the total amount still outstanding, if
you have any idea about it?

Mr. Jones. That would be so much of a guess, Senator, that I
would not want to say. .

The Cuamman. They do not know any more about that than we
do here—how many gold pieces of a certain kind there are out-
standing.

Senator HarrisoN. You would know whether it is 1 per cent or 99
per cent.

Mr. Jongs. I would hazard a guess it was not 1 per cent.

Senator Harrison. That is what I want to get, 1f I can.

Mr. Jones. T can not hazard a guess. If you ask me the amount of
paper francs issued, I have here a table of the amount of paper francs
and the number given to the State for its own purposes at various
dates, if you would like to have that in the record also.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. I think that should be made a part
of the record, Mr. Chairman. ,

The Cuamrman. Yes; that may be made a part of the record, with-
out objection,

(The table referred to is as follows:)

FRANCE—CURRENCY

Subject: Circulation and advances to the State of France.
Paris France, December 18, 1925.

(Refer to special report under same title, November 16, 1925)

. The steady rise in.the amount of fiduciary currency and of the advances by
the Bank of France to the state is one of the outstanding features of French
financial developments. .

Since 1019 the authorized note circulation has gone steadily upward—slowly
at first and then more rapidly, rising between July 17, 1919, and December 4,
1925, from 40,000,600.000 francs to fifty-eight and one-half billion, an increase of
over 46 per cent. In the same period the authorized advances to the state were
brought down to 27,000,000,000 in 1019 to 22,000,000,000 on January 1, 1925,
only thereafter to lose ull the advantage gained and reach thirty-nine and one-
- half billion under the law of December 4, 1925—almost 50 per cent rise over the
1919 level and almost 100 per cent rise over the beginning of the year,
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Legal limits of advances and circulation in France, shown {n billions of francs

{Interpellation, Journal Officiel, Chamber of Deputies, Dec. 14, 1925)

Advances | Circulatior:

July 17,1019, to Dec. 31, 1921, c..ovnniccnvmncanannn teeetromrannmesreraamaranas 27 livoaveuncnen
July 17,1019, 60 Dec. 28, 1920. . .. ..o oee e cuectmarcscncaedevennarmeraelomamam e 40
Sept. 28, 1920 (decree under law of July 31, 1920), L0 Apr. 15,1925 .. veoeerneecraianncens 41
Yoar 1922. . cvceeivrnceincmcccnucasnccctcarscacncnnncemnconne
R 55 B8 X' - PN

Year 1924, oo im e eiceiiecnieccictmc s rcanasiccnonansacs o
Jan. 1 to Apr. 7, 1925. .... :

Apr. 15 to June 27, 1025
Apr. 7 to June 30, 1925,
June30to Nov. 23, k025 .. oo eeceiiicecececcrannncmcicarcanccsscanncone B2 fucsececoscee
June 27 to Dec. 4, 1925....... R, 51
Nov.2310 D0c. 4, 1925 . .o et iianeceimecrnsonrencncaecennanae ! 33.6 |-cecucnanann
B0 Lo T L NI .; 39.5 58.5

Senator Harrison. Has the French Government any idea what
the umount outstanding is in proportion to the amount in the Bank
of France? ' :

The Cuamyman. I doubt whether it can be learned.

Senator Simmoxns. Do you mean the amount in francs outstand-

ing, as—— : ~

Senator Harrison (interposing). As compared to the amount in
the Bank of France. : :

Senator Symmons. Could we not get it this way: Do you know
how much gold the Bank of France carries?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Those figures have just been put in.

The Cuamrman. Yes; from 1913 down to date.

- Senator HarrisoN. Ought there nut to bé a certain amount of gold
in the treasury compared to the amount outstanding? Do they not
issue so much-— '

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania (interposing). You mean a gold
franc in the denominations of 20 or 25 francs.

Senator Harrison. Yes; and it goes into circulation.

Mr, Jones. You can find the amount that had been minted, but
that has no necessary relation to the amount ontstanding.

Senator SuHorTrRIDGE. The total amount of gold francs that have
been minted, do you know that ? ‘ S

Mr. Jongs. I have not that here, Senator. That can be secured,
but would not be of any importance, I think, Senator, to determine
this question.

The Cuamman. I was going to say that it would not be of any
importance. ‘
| Senator SHortrIDGE. That is one fact that it might be well to
earn.

The Cuairman. You can not tell where they are. They are held
all over the world as souvenirs.

Senator Harrison. But it is assumed they are held very largely
in France, and that would be sonie idea of the wealth of the country.
Here is a gold franc, worth dollar for dollar, and if you get that
it would show something of the wealth of the country.

Senator Simmons. If you have these gold certificates, if they are
all paid off at one time, there is no way to show the amount of issue.

L -
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Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. The situation is pretty well shown

" by the table put into the record. There were 58 billions of promises
to pay last December outstanding by the Bank of France, and that
bank then held five and one-half billions, or less than 10 per cent,
of the paper circulation in its vaults, in gold.

Senator Simmons. The question now, as I understand it, is
whether the gold certificates have the first lien on that,

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. There are no gold certificates.

hMr. Jones, May I make a statement there? I think I can clear
that up. " ,

Sengti)r Simmons.” You said the gold certificates.

. Mr. Jongs. Before the war there was the same relation between
the gold franc and the paper franc as exists here between the gold
.dollar and the paper dollar.

Senator SHORTRIDGE. You mean it was at par?

Mr. Jones. It was at par. Now, in 1914, when the war came on,
they had to have a lot of extra currency, and they issued paper cur-
rency. Then the Government passed a law that the redeemable
feature should be suspended, and they have kept these gold franks,
and any others they could get hold of, but the issue has gone on
increasing, as is shown by the table I have put into the record. As
. consequence——

Senator Simmons (interposing). Suppose every one of those hold-

.

s of a gold franc should come to the bank and demand payment in -

rold, would they have to pay it?
"~ Mr. Jones, Noj; for in 1916 the redeemable feature was suspended.

Senator Harrison. I am a little confused by what Senator Reed
said. Is the franc made out of the gold metal or is it a gold cer-
tificate?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. No; it is a paper currency. Let
me restate that. It Eroba ly was confusing. The paper of France
is issued much as what we call greenbacks in this country. It is a
oromise to pay s¢ many francs, not in any particular metal. That
1s protected by gold reserve, which is bullion or minted coin, which
amounts to five and a half billion francs, held by the Bank of France.
At the present time the greenback issue which is now outstanding
is more than ten times as much as the bullion reserve held by the
3ank of France. ,

Mr. Jones. That is correct.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. And the privilege of exchanging
’hese outstending greenbacks for gold coin has been suspended for

0 years, and there Is no present prospect of its being revived.
enator Simmons, There is no money outstanding now that has
ny precedence over the other so far as redemption is concerned.

The Cuamman. No, sir.

Senator Harrison. But the paper franc is paper?

Senator Rrep of Pennsylvania. Yes,

Senator Harrison. The gold franc has not depreciated any ?

Mr. Jowes. Noj; not the gold franc. It is in gold.

Senator Srmmons. What you meant was a franc actually made of
told and not a gold certificate? .

Mr. Jongs., No.

" Senator Simmons. I thought you meant a gold certificate ?

Mr. Jo~es, No, sir.
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Senator HarkisoN. In your estimates you have not taken into con-
sideration the actual outstanding gold in France?

F Mr. Jones. There is no way of estimating the outstanding gold in
rance,

S(illl’?mr HarrisoN. So you have not taken that into your figures
at a

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Necessarily you have, if they are in
the assets of the bank.

Senator HarrisoN. But he says he has not.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. You can not tell how much there
is hoarded and held in the hands of the peopie. :

_The Cuarrman. No more than you can teil the number of $5 gold
pieces here. _

Senator Simmons, That has not shrunk their gold ?

The Crarman. Not at all,

Senator Simmons. It is only the bar gold or the franc gold that
makes the reserves?

The CHAIRMAN, Yes. :

Senator SiMmoNns. And not that in the hands of the individual.

The CHAIRMAN. You may go on. :

Mr. Jones. I had said that these transferable securities were
about 314,000,000,000 francs, and that they were estimated to yield
about 17,000,000,000 francs. There may be some overlapping, in
what I shall say here, but it will be a sort of summary. Tﬁat is the
maximum figure, as we may assume that there are some double uses
with regard to the receipts of consortiums, or holding companies,
as we would call them, which do not show up here. - »

The method of estimating the value of foreign transferable securi-
ties differs, depending on whether they are listed or unlisted on the
stock exchange. :

A list of the foreign securities inscribed on the stock exchange,
showing the number of shares and bonds which each company is
authorized to negotiate, is published every six months, and in mak-
ing the estimate that I am about to give we used the list of January
1, 1923, which took in 531 companies. I say “we ”; as a matter of
fact, I checked this over against an estimate previously made. The
nominal capital of shares of this sort was six and a half billion
francs. The real value of the shares it is hard to estimate. The
general policy used by those who have made the estimates is to take
the real value at three times their nominal value, and the average
vield is 5.75 per cent. Accordingly, the real value of listed trans-
ferable shares was 19.5 billion francs, and their yield was 1.1 billion
francs, :

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. When you talk of francs in post-
war years, I think you should tell us whether you mean gold or
paper francs. :

Mr. Jones. Always paper.

Sepator Reep of Pennsylvania. Always paper?

Mr. Jones. Always paper, after 1913, .

Now, the percentage of those foreign shares held in France which
is held by Frenchmen you cou not tell. We have taken as a basis
the percentage reluting to securities deposited in a large credit estab-
lishment, and on this basis 6 per cent of the foreign listed shares
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were held by Frenchmen, the yield being 675,000,000 francs. DBut,
taking into account the depreciation of the franc since the beginning
of 1923, we must increase the yield by 20 per cent, making a total in-
come of 810,000,000 francs.

On a similar basis we can estimate the foreign listed bonds owned
by Frenclimen at about 4.9 billion francs, with a yield of 245,000,000
francs, or of 295,000,000 francs, if we take into account this de-
preciation which I just spoke of, which has occurred since 1923.

Now, take the unlisted securities and public securities. We have
used as a basis of calculation for this yield the tax on the income
from those securities, published annually by the registration authovi-
ties. In the year 1924 the yield was 186,000,000 francs, and since the
tax on the securities was 14.40 per cent, the inrome may be estimated
at 1,300,000,000 francs. And again if we take the franc deprecia-
tion that has occurred since 1924 at about 10 per cent, the income on
the unlisted securities was 1,400,000,000 francs. The total income
from transferable securities was—French securities—17,000,000,000;
foreign listed securities, 1.1 billion; foreign unlisted securities, 1.4
billion, or a total of 19.5 billion paper francs. :

Secondly, you have to consider the credits, deposits, surety bonds,
and some other sorts of securities. The tax on credits, deposits, and
surety bonds in 1924 brought in 207,000,000 francs, corresponding
to an income of 1.7 billion francs, the tax rate being 12 per cent.
‘The total income from transferable capital, adding this last item to
the ones I cited a moment ago, would be 21.2 billion paper francs.
Here again I ought to say, taking double uses of capital by holding
companies, the total maximum would not be, perhaps, greater than
£1,000,000,000 fraics. ‘

So much for the income from the transferable securities.

Now, the estimated income from landed property. I have already
pointed out one of the difficulties that surrounds the estimate of the
value of farm lands in France. But landed property, take first the
income from buildings. Here we have year?y statistics that show
- the gross values of buildings, which serve as a basis for levying the
- tax on landed properties. The rental value of houses in 1924 was
estimated at 3,593,000,000 francs, and of factories at 502,000,000
However, this figure does not represent the present actual income,
as the latest estimated of property values was made before the war.
On that account there is a loss, and a large coefficient of increase
must be applied, which is not the same for residences and factories.

For residences the law authorizes an increase of rentals of 75
per cent above the pre-war basis; in practice the increase amounts
to about 100 per cent. That is, there is an increase greater than that
authorized by law. -

. The Cuarman. Is that increase payable in paper francs?

Mr. JonEs, Paper francs entirely.

The Crameman. Then they are not making much out of it?

Mr. Joxgs. No, sir, .

The Cuamman. Not enough to pay their taxes.

: l\gr. Jones. Noj that is a common subject of protest by the land-
ords.
* The CHarMAN. It must be. ,

Mr. Jongs. The rental values in the couniry have not increased

as much as this percentage that I have quoted, but, on the other




FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT 17

hand, thera are many long-term leases which have not expired, in
the cities, and on which they get lower rates than they would now.

These rules that I have just been speaking of apply only to apart-
ments, which are not furnished. Now, what the lanlord does when
any of his leases run out is to take in a few pieces of furniture and
call it a furnished apartment, and then he leases it at a higher rate.
He does that to escape the law, if he can, -

Senator Simmons. The living costs are about the same as in
America?

Mr, Jongs. It would average about the same.

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. I have no doubt a Frenchman is
able to live for less.

Mr. Jongs. There is no doubt of that.

Senator SuorTrIDGE. Is the matter of the payment of rents there
fixed by the Government or the municipalities, or is it the subject
matter of individual contract?

Mr. Joxes. It is fixed by laws fixing a maximum beyond which
the proprietors can not charge. However, buildings for commercial
purposes are not regulated by law, nor are the leases or rents nn
new buildings, and that is where most of the foreigners go.

Senator Simmons. Well, do they pay a municipal or local land
tax just as we do here, or are all taxes imposed by the Government?

M]'. Joxgs. The local taxation in France is very much less impor-
tant than it is in this country. The different departments and the
cities attach to the Government tax a certain number of centimes.
That is, if you pay 414 per thousand to the Government, the Depart-
ment may add 2 centimes per thousand to that, or 10 centimes, but
the central Government officers collect that with the Government
tax and return it to the local political divisions.

The Cuamman, And when collected they credit it to the cities?

Mr. JonEs. Yes, sir. '

Senator Simmons. The Government imposes the tax, and the
locality may impose a smaller or different tax, but when the Govern-
ment collects the total tax it subtracts from the tax the amount of
the local tax? : ’

Mr. JonEs. Yes; the same officials collect the central Government
tax and the local tax and remit the percentage which is added on it.

Senator Simmons., Does the Government fix the amount of the
local tax? »

Mr. JoxEs. No, sir, .

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. May I ask, if you happen to know,
what the tax in the Department of the Seine is?

Mr. Joxes. No; I do not know. In the Department of the Seine
the taxation by the local Government tax is higher than in most
other departments.

For factories the situation is somewhat different, as their rentals
are not regulated by law.

Senator Simmons. Let me ask you, how would the entire land
tax imposed in France compare with the amount of tax imposed in
this country?

Mr. Jones. It is difficult for me to answer that, because I do not
know what the land tax 1 this country should be assumed to be.
I assume it varies greatly in different parts of a State, and in the

different States,
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Senator Harrison. It is pretty hard now, because of the new
scchoolhouses, and the roads, and so on.

Mr. Jonges. The coefficients of increase adopted in order to adjust
the pre-war to the present rentals we have assumed, as 2.5 in the
case of house rentals, and 3 in the case of factories, and the rental
values work out, on that basis, as follows: For residences, 3.5 billion
times 2.5, total 8.9 billions of francs; for factories, 502,000,000 times
8, equal to 1.5 billions of francs, or a total of 10.4 billions of francs.

I will now take up the income from lands. According to the 1923
statistics of direct taxes the taxable income from land not built on
was 1.6 billions, corresponding to a rental value of about 2,000,000,
000. This rental value is based on the pre-war property values and
gmgsg be multiplied again by some coefficient. The coeflicient adopted

is 2.5,

Senator Stmmoxns. Are you talking about the entire land taxes?

Mr. Joxes. The income on the land not built on.

Senator SnorTRIDGE. How much ? :

Mr. Jones. Revenues from lands not built on is thus estimated
“% 5,000,000,000 francs. Revenue from buildings estimated on a sim-
"lar basis is 10.5 francs, or a total of 15.5 billion francs.

Now, passing to the income from labor. There are no statistics
which can be used to obtain an exact estimate of income from labor.
The number. of taxpayers inscribed on the lists relative to the taxes
n wages, salaries, pensions, and professional fees, as well as the total -

“axes collected are the only figures that you can take to make any
astimate here.

Now, as to wages and salavies, the number of persons listed on the
:ax sheets of 1924, representing the tax of 1923, was 800,000, and
“heir total earnings were 10.5 billion of francs. According to the
vensus of 1911, the latest statistics giving such information, there
_ere 10,000,000 persons working on a wage or salary basis; and that
gure probably holds good, since the population has not changed
much, the immigration into the country making up, practically, for
war losses.

The Cuammman. That is, in the southeastern part?

Mr. Jongs. Yes; and the Poles also have come into the mines.

" Senator SHorTRIDGE. What is the total estimated population ?

Mr. Jongs. Thirty-nine million two hundred thousand.

Senator HarrisoN. Do you not find that the women are laboring
10w more than they did i 1911°¢

Mr. Jongs. The women in France have always worked. There are
nore women in the factories now than there were before. The
romen take an active part in the field work as they did before the
rar, The working people in France may be slightly differently dis-
ributed ; that is, the distribution by professions is perhaps slightly
ifferent. Since the war there has been an exodus from the countr
o the city, and the number of Government workers has increased,
serhaps to the detriment of other lines of work.

Now, taking the total number of wage earners, 10,000,000 in round
wumbers, and subtract the number of those listed as subject to pay-
nent of taxes—800,000—and we have about 9,200,000 perscns who are
xonerated from salary tax payments. By reason of the rigorous
ystem applicable to declarations there is practically no fraud.

Senator SimmoNs. About 9,000,000 people are exempted from

alary tax payments?

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir,

Senator Sidmons, What is the amount of exemption ?

Mr. Jongs. It is 7,000 francs for a man, unmarried and without
children and below 30. The rate increases in case a_man is over
30 and is married, with children. If he is married, he gets 3,000
francs more exemption. If he has one child, he gets an additional
2,000 francs more exemption. -

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. What is that in dollars to-day? .
Senator Reep of Pennsylvanid. About $200 exemption for a bache-
lor. and about $300 for a married man without children. '

Senator HarrisoN. How long has that law been applicable?

Mr. Jones. It was passed not long ago. The last modification,
;)y }:vh!i(ch childless men were taxed higher was about two years ago,

think, o

Senator Simmoxs. Do you mean to say there are 10,000,000 labor-
ers, and less than 1,000,000 are subject to tax on account of this
exemption? . :

Mr. Joxes. Yes, sir.

The Cuammman, That bave no exemption.

Senator StmMmons. That would mean that nearly 9,000,000 of these
do not earn over $200, ,

Mr. JonEs. Yes, sir.

The CHamMaN. Yes; that is what my figures showed before when
I spoke on the matter,

Senator Harrison. What was the exemption before, when this
went in? : '

Mr. Jones. The income tax really went into effect in July, 1917,
It was passed in 1914, but never went into effect until then.

Senator Harrison. So they never have had an income tax in
France until 1917

Mr. Jongs. No, sir.

Senator Harrison. You say this particular law went into force
only about two years ago? '

Mr. Jones. It has been modified several times since it went into
force and effect; in the case of unmarried and childless men the tax
has been made higher.

Senator HarrisoN. Can you give for the record what the ex-
empti@ons were with reference to the income tax and the modifica-
tions .

Mr. Jones. Would you mind repeating that question ?

Senator Harrison. When the income tax first went in—they have -

had several modifications, you say?

Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir. .

Senator Harrison. Can you tell, for the sake of the record, what -
those modifications were, with reference to the income tax and the -
exemptions?

Mr. Jones. Yes; bachelors over 30 years of age have their income
tax increased by 25 per cent. Married men over 30 years of age,
without children, have their tax increased by 10 per cent. '

Senator Harrison. That is, from 1917 up to two years ago that is
the changes?

- Mr. Jones. That was the change two years ago.

The Crairman. There have been two or three changes with in-

creases since 1917? .
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Mr. Jones. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Do you know what it was in 19172

Mr. Jones. In 1917 the exemption was 7,000 francs for an un-
married man, and 10,000 for a married man.

The Cuairman. And that was when the franc was 14 or 15

cents?

My, Joxgs. Yes, sir. )

Senator HarrisoN. And how lang did that operate ?

Mr, Jones. Until about two years ago, when this change I have
spoken of occurred. The amounts collected on the income tax have

increased steadily.
" Senator Symmoxns. I would like to ask you about another matter
in connection with this $200 or $300. Where less than 1.000,000
out of 9,000,000 earn less than that amount, that strikes me with great
© force, but I would like to inquire with reference to the purchasing
power of that $200 or $300 then and now invested in the necessary
things of life; what would be its purchasing power in the markets
of Paris, as compared with the purchasing power in this country
invested in the necessary things of life?

Mr. Jones. It is hardly fair, Senator, to speak of this average
and put it in Paris,

Senator SimmoxNs, Let us just take it in France, now. In France,
you say, a man who would earn $300 in American money, he would

earn how many franes?
Mpr. Jongs. With the franc at 30 to the dollar, he would carn 30

- times that,
- The CrairmaN. Nine thousand francs.

Senator Simmons. Now, what would be the purchasing power of
those 9,000 francs invested in the necessaries of life, as compared
with the purchasing power of $300 invested in this country in the
- same kind of necessaries?

The Cuamman. It would be one-sixth of 800, )

Senator Srmmons. I am not talking of that. I am speaking of
the relative market conditions. A franc may buy in Paris more
than that amount converted into dollars would buy in this market.
I want to find out if that is so.

Mr. Joxes. Let me see if this meets your (uestion, Senator. It
may sound indirect, but I think it will give an answer to your ques-
tion. Forty-nine per cent of the people in France live on small
farms, that they, themselves, cultivate, and, like all farmers, they get
a great amount of their support from their own crops, and the tax-
able income which they would have to pay upon is, in fact, brought
down by the fact that the farmer can charge against his gross in-
come the wages of himself and his wife and children.

- Senator Haurison. They can not do that in this country.

Mr. Joxes, No. That accounts for the lack of income taxes from
about 49 per cent of the people. '

Senator Simmoxs. That accounts largely for it.

Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir.

Senator Simmons. Now, can you give us the same statistics for
those who do not live on farms, but live in the cities and have to
have recourse to their wages for living expenses, without any de-
ductions? ‘

Mr. Jongs. Noj; I can not give you those statistics.
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Senator Rerp of Pennsylvania. Let me put this question to you:
The average pay of a bank clerk in Paris to-day is about $25 per
month,

Senator HarrisoN. In American money ?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. At the present rates of exchange.
He can live on that about as well, on the whole, as he could live in
America on a salary of $50 a month, and no better.

- Mr. Jongs. That is true.

The CramrmaN. Yes; that.is true.

Senator Simmons. Then that goes largely—I do not know that it
answers it entirely, or does answer the question I asked you, but
that means this: That his wages at that, which represent only about
$25 in American money, would have to buy him $50 worth?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. That is what I was trying to
express, !

The Cramrman, With the depreciated franc.

Mr, Jones. With the depreciated franc, and the difference in the
standard of life that he would have to assume there.

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. But you should not overlook this
fact, that if the franc should become stabilized .at its present value
the cost of living would be greatly increased. :

Mr. Jonkes. It certainly would. There are hard times ahead for
those who have small salaries in France.

Senator JoNks of New Mexico. It is while the franc is depreciat-
ing that these unstable conditions are present, but if the franc be-
comes stabilized at its depreciated value, then living costs will be
greatly increased?

Mr. Jonges. Yes, sir.

1'1 'll(‘lhe CHairMaN, Whenever depreciation comes no one wants to
old it.

Senator JoNEes of New Mexico. You mean when it is depreciating?

The Cuamman. Yes; that is what I say. ,

Senator Jones of Mew Mexico. But when it once gets down and
becomes stabilized, that is what makes daifficult times. ' "

Senator Suertrivge. What is the value of the franc to-day?

Mr. Jones. About 3 cents. ' :

Senator SuortripGE. Instead of the normal—-

Mr. Jones (interposing). Instead of the normal, sbout 20 cents.

Senator Harrison. Let me get that clear. The illustration of
Senator Reed is very good. Suppose in this country there is a party
working in the city and getting $300 a year; but in France another
party is doing the same Rind of work and getting $300 a year. That
is all exemption, the 9,000 francs. Could that party, buying his
basket of provisions, buy as much in France as the party in Amevrica
could buy for his $300¢ -

The CrarMAN. No, sir; he could not.

Mr. Jones. No, sir; he could not. Let us take a specific case, of a
stenographer or a bank clerk who gets $50, in both cases. The man
in France would have to take living conditions-—he would have to

live in & room and live on victuals that no American man would

live on.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. As a matter of fact, he would live
on horse meat, would he not ?

Mr. JonEs. Yes, sir.
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Se?nator Reep of Pennsylvania. He never would eat the meat of a
cow

Mr. Jongs. No, sir; and of that meat which he did have he would
have a very poor cut, and maybe only once or twice a week.

The CrAmmMaN. Many of them would not have horse meat but
once a week.

Senator SHorTRIDGE. The vegetarians get on fairly well.

. Mr. JonEs. Yes; but we should not like to be compelled to be vege-
arians.

- Another illustration of the difference in the standard of life that

may be interesting is this: We can get, for $40 or $50 a month,
stenographers who speak both English and French, and who can
take dictation in both languages. '

Senator Gerry. What did you say the exemption was for an
vnmarried man?

Mr. Jongs. 7,000 francs for an unmarried man.

Senator Stmmons. And 10,000 for a married man?

Mr. Jones. 10,000 for a married man. ,

Senator Harrison. Along that same line, you are not familiar
with Italy and thqse other countries that we have settled with,
are you?

~ Mr. Jongs. No, sir.

The CramrmaN. Italy is imposing a little heavier taxes than they
are in France. :

Senator Harrrson. I did not know but I would ask him some
questions about that, but if he does not know I will not ask him.

The CuarmMaN. You may go ahead.

Mr. Jones. If we estimate at 4,000 francs, the average income of

the nontaxpayers, the total income exempt from taxation would be
4,000 times 9,200,000, or 36.8 billions of francs of income.
. In justifying this figure of 4,000 francs as the average annual
wage of 9,200,000 persons who pay no taxes, it is to be remembered
that in 1921, 2,732,420 of the wage earners were distributed as fol-
Jows: In communes of less than 50,000 inhabitants, tax exemption
up to 4,000 francs, 1,129,724; in communes of over 50,000 inhabitants,
tax exemption up to 5,000 francs, 823,761; Paris and suburbs, tax
exempticn up to 6,000 francs, 716,640; pensions, 62,925, or a total of
2,732,420, So that you have a very large proportion of these Ipeople
who are exempt who live in small towns, That is the point I made
awhile ago in reply to Senator Simmons.

_Senator Simmons. Now, you have been there since before the war?
Mr. Jones. No; I have been there for four years. oo
Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Mr. Jones, as we are going to have

to adjourn very sogn, I think it might be well to have an explanation
that what you are talking about as income tax is the tax which runs
up, with surtaxes, to about 40 per cent. Now, in addition to the
general income tax there are a number of special income taxes?

" Mr. Jones. Yes; on noncommercial professions, industrial profits,

commercial profits, and salaries, I believe, and one other class. I
have not the list at the moment. ‘ '

Senator Simmons, Can you summarize for us the taxes that the
'French _citizen is expected to pay?

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. ,

Senator Simmons. Just give that, will you?
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Senator Harrison. The right fellow, and the poor man——

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania (interposing). Just let me put this - .

in, please. There are what are called cedulary taxes, which supple-
. ment the general income taxes. Thus, in 1925, the tax on income
from improved real estate was 18 per cent in addition to the regular
income tax. -

Senator HarrrsoN. That is an average, or graduated tax?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. No; this fixes so many centimes per
franc,

Senator SimmoNs. Are there any deductions, or is it net income?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. This is on the net income from
that source? ‘

The CuairMaN. It is an additional tax, Senator. The original
exemption was granted him, and then he paid his regular income
tax, but this is an additional income tax. '

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Precisely. On unimproved real
estate there is a supplementary tax of 14 and a fraction per cent.

Senator HarrisoN. Does that apply to farms, too?

Mr. Jongs. Agricultural profits are taxed separately.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. I beg your pardon. The first
figure 1 gave is on both improved and unimproved real estate. The
industrial profits tax, there is a supplementary tax of 14.40 per cent;
and on agricultural profits a supplementary tax of 10.80 per cent.
‘On salaries and noncommercial professions there is a supplementary
tax of 10.80 per cent. ' ‘

Senator HarrrsoN. On agricultural profits, did {0\1 say ¢ .

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. (Yes. On agricultural profits, and
on salaries and noncommercial professions, there is a supplementary
tax of 10.80 per cent .

Senator Harrison. Now, when was this put in vogue?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. The percentages were originally
smaller; they were increased in 1924, and another increase in 1925,

Senator HarrisoN. Now, can you not in those figures tell us when
they first began, and how they were increased?

Mr. Bramr. It was in 1917 and 1918,

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Yes; originally they were much
smaller. The percentages were increased. On improved and unim-
proved real estate the original tax was 10 per cent; now it is 18
per cent. On industrial and commercial profits originally it was 8
per cent, now it is 14.40 per cent. (In agricultural profits, and
salaries, and noncommercial professions, originally it was 6 per cent;
now it is 10.80 per cent, A o ‘

Senator Gerry. Then, there are a great many special taxes? .
_ Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Yes; and of course a great many
excise taxes, The French have always preferred indirect taxes. .

Senator Gerry. I mean, every time they transfer a piece of prop-
erty there is a tax on it? o . N

r. Jones. Yes, sir.
. Senator HarrisoN. They are in no worse shape than we are on
that. We do that. o R
_.Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. They do. it to a greater extent.
Exery time you pay your hotel bill there isa tax. =~

‘Senator HarrisoN. You should state what they are. Those fig-
ures should be in the record. . . '

’
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Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Those figures can be secured.

Mr. Bram. Yes; they can be secured.

Senator Harrison. We ouﬁht to know when they were reduced, or,
rather, increased. I guess they were not reduced.

. Mr. Brair. The last increase was April 4, 1926,

Senator Reen of Pennsylvania. If Senators will look at pages 89
and 90 of the books before them, called “ France and Her Capacity
to Péxy,” they will see a list of the indirect taxes of all sorts im-
posed. ,

Senator HarrisoN. This gives it, though, as it was in the last law.
It does not state when it was.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. It gives the tax from those sources
in 1913 and 1925. And then on pages—

The CuarmaN (interposing). If you want them up to d~‘e, I
have them here to 1926. On improved and unimprove(ll real estate,
the original was 10 per cent; in 1924 it was 12 per cent; in 1925
it was 18 per cent; in 1926, 12 per cent. .

The next is industrial profits. The rate was originally 8 per cent.
In 1924 it was 9.6 per cent. In 1925 it was raised to 14.4 per
cent; and in 1926 it is at 9.6 per cent. :

And the next is agricultural profits. In 1917 it was 6 per cent;
in 1924 it was increased to 7.2 per cent, and in 1925, 12.6 per cent,
and 1926, 7.2 per cent.

- The next is salaries; was originally 6 per cent; then 7.2 per cent;
and in 1926, 7.2 per cent.

The next is noncommercial professions. Originally it was 6
per cent; then in 1924, 7.2 per cent; in 1926, 9 per cent.

Senator Harrison. Now, have you got an¥ figures there or any
information as to whether or not any tax has been taken off by
the law since 1917 that had existed before that time?

Mr. Jones. No.

Senator HarnisoNn. What taxes that have followed 1917 have since

been taken off or repealed?
" Mr. Jongs. There is only one tax that might come under that,
and that is an exceptional tax that was collected to make up a
deficit in the 1925 budget. That was a very exceptional tax, col-
lected to make up the deficit in that year’s budget. ‘

Senator Harrison. How much did they get out of that?

Mr. Jones. They got 3,000,001,000 francs out of the increase. That
is a temporary tax.

Mr. Bramr. That 3,000,000,080 francs they are getting this year?

Mr. JoNnEes, Yes. :

Mr. Brair., Taxes have not decreased. They increased taxes by
special act in December, 1925, to provide for the 1925 deficit.

Senator HarrisoN, Then you state absolutely there has been re-
pealed no tax law in France since 1917¢

Mr. Jones, No; unless it was replaced by higher ones.

hMr. Brair. And the last law was in April, 1926, which made some
changes. -
' Thge Cuamrman, We will stand adjourned now until to-morrow
morning at 10.30. , '
 (Whereupon, at 12 o’clock noon, on Thursday, June 10, 1926, the
" committee adjourned until the fallowing day, Friday, June 11, 1926,
at 10.30 o’clock a. m.) ‘
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FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 1926

UNITED STATES SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 10.30 o’clock a. m., pursuant to adjournment
on yesterday, in the hearing room of the committee in the Senate
Office Building, Senator Reed Smoot (chairman) presiding.

Present: Senators Smoot (chairman), Curtis, %Vatson, Reed of
Pennsylvania, Jones of New Mexico. Harrison, and Bayard.

Also present: Mr. Chester Lloyd Jones, commercial attaché of the
United States in Paris, and Mr. I, G. Blair, war loan staff, Treasury
Department. A

The Cramrman. We will go on. Mr. Jones, will you proceed where
you left off yesterday?

STATEMENT OF MR. CHESTER LLOYD JONES, COMMERCIAL
ATTACHE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, AMERICAN
EMBASSY, AT PARIS, FRANCE—Resumed

Mr. Jones. When the session closed yesterday we were talking
about the income from certain classes of capital and labor, and I
was about to take up the income from the noncommercial profes-
sions. This, like a number of other items in the total of French
income, can be reckoned from the tax receipts. The tax on incomes
of noncommercial professions reached in 1924, on the profits of 1923,
;ome 70,000 people, and a taxable income of one and one-half billion

rancs,

According to the census of 1911, the last one giving complete re-
turns on this subject, there were about 155,000 persons in noncom-
mercial professions. On this basis the number of those who did not
pay the income tax in this class was about 85,000. If we estimate
the average income of those who did not pay taxes at 7,000 francs, it
seems that about 600,000,000 francs income escaped in this class from
taxation. Adding these revenues which were not taxed to those
which were taxed, we have a total of about 2.1 billion francs. There
should be added also the 3,000,000,000 francs paid as war pensions.

A summary of the income in all classes of labor would, therefore,
give income from—

Francs
SAALY o ——— e ——————— 47, 600, 000, 000
Noncommercial professtons oo o 2, 000, 000, 000
War pensions e ———————————————————— 3, 000, 000, 000
Total - e ——— 52, 000, 000,000
26
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That leaves one class still to be discussed, the one involving mixed
revenues.

Senator Watsox. How many dollars would that last amount be,
" at the present rate of exchange?

Mr. Jones. The rate of exchange was near 25 when the ectimate
was made-—that would be about $2,000,000,000.

In certain clasces of activity it is impossible to make a close dif-
ferentiation between the income that comes from labor. and the in-
come that should be considered as returning to the capital employed
in the enterprise. This is particularly true in industrial and com-
mercial profits, and in agricultural profits. But taking the figures
published by the tax authorities for the year 1923, the number of
taxpayers falling in these two classes was about 1,540,000, and their
income reached about 20,000,000,000 francs. After we make ad-
juctments there for overlapping, due to the fact that some companies
are engaged in industrial and commercial activities and are taxed
twice, and due to the fact that certain operators escape taxation, it
appears that those in industrial and commercial pursuits have an
income of about 16.8 billion francs. That is on the industrial and
commercial activity.

The income taxeon agricultural profits is raised from about 300,000

eople, representing a taxable income of about 1.4 billion francs.

here are about 5,000,000 farmers listed by the Government, so it
appears that 4,700,000 do not pay this tax—do not pay any agricul-
tural profits tax.

S?enutor HarrisoN. That is largely due to the exemption, is it
not
b %\ggx Jongs. That is largely due to the exemption and the small

oldings.

If tﬁe average income of those who do not get struck by the tax
is put at 4,000 francs, there would be a total of about 19,000,000,000
francs that escape the income tax.

As I pointed out yesterday, this last item is not at all satisfactory,
because all the tax returns from the agricultural population in
France are on a basis which does not allow you to make a very
definite estimate as to what their income is. The basis of the agri-
cultural tax levy is the census made in 1892 and the tax returns are
not a fair indication of the actual revenue from farm lands,

There is one other sort of income——

Senator WarsoN (interposing). Have you the impression, from
your study of the whole question, that they pay taxes in proportion
to their income?
hMll‘d JonNEs. No; they do not. The farmers do not pay as they
should. :

Senator HarrisoN. In proportion to ‘the taxes in this country,
taking into account every kind of tax, do they pay as much as our
farmers over here pay? .

Mr. Jones. I can not answer that question. That would run on
on a State basis.

Senator HarrisoN. Yes; and county and road taxes, and school
taxes, our farmers pay.

. Mr. Jongs. Yes; but I cen not estimate that.
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The Cuamrman, Our farmers pay very little to the Government.

Senator HarrisoN. They do in my country.

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. Not in income tax. - .

Senator HarrisoN. No; but in road and school taxes, etc

The Cuamrman, I am speaking of that paid directly to the Gov-
ernment, .

Senator HarrisoN. As I understand, the farmers over there in the
local departments, or districts, do not pay taxes as we do. They.
have exemptions that apply to the local as well as to the central
Government. -

Mr. Jones. That is not quite exact. The central Government
establishes so much per thousand, and then the local Government,
the cantons and departments, can say “ We will add so many hun-
dredths to what the central Government collects, for our govern-
ment.” The central government collect all the taxes and then the
local units have their shares returned to them,

’l‘?he Cuairman. That is over and above the central government
tax

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. ) :

The CuairmaN., What we are talking about here are taxes that
are paid to the central government. What arve paid to the local
governments are over and above the tax we are talking about now,
taxes paid to the general government.

Senator HarrisoN. I wish we could get some figures on the local
taxes, because that is a matter that enters into it.

The CHammman. They are not as high as here.

Senator WatsoN. Let me ask you this—I do not want to deflect
this investigation, if I am doing that by these questions.

The Cuairman. Noj; that is all right. They are right in line.

Senator Warson. In this country, when we build a highwa
through a community the farmers pay the cost of that highway, wit
some little Federal aid, but of no consequence, in comparison with
the great cost. Is that the way they do it in France?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. There are no highways being
built in-France now. Their system is complete.

Mr. Jonges. They have to be maintained. There are three sorts of
highways. The national routes are maintained entirely by the Gov-
ernment ; the departmental roads by the department, and so en.

Senator HarrisoN. How about the schools?

Mr. Jones. The schools are run on a national basis, but there
can be local taxes for them.

Senator HarrisoN. The local tax is a small item?

Mr. JoNEs. Yes, sir.

Mr. Brar. May I ask a question ?

The CrarmaN, Certainly.

Mr. Bram. Is it not true that out of a total of 36,000,000,000 for
taxes, national and local, about 6,000,000,000 represents local taxes?

Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir; I believe above that proportion.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. The statement is that 4,306,000,000
were raised in taxes in 1924,

Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Now, can you tell how much is raised out of
the cities, and how much out of the urban population ?

Mr. Jones. Noj I can not.
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Senator T arrIsoN. I can understand why the city taxes might be a
good deal and the rural taxes not so much.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Where you are considering taxes

aid by the farmer, it is right that you take into consideration their
indirect taxes. They have taxes on everything, on vinegar, on sugar,
on candles, on soap, and on everything they use.

Senator HarrisoN. So do the other people.

Mr. Jongs. There is one small item I want to put into this mixed-
income total, and that involves the share of the earnings of French
companies which is turned over to the administrators before divi-
dends are given to the common stockholders. It is a regular prac-
tice there to pay, at the end of a fiscal year, 5 or 10 per cent of
income earned during the year to the board of administrators, even
before there is any provision made for the common or pre%erred
stockholders.
hThe CuairmaN. That has been the policy there since long before
the war. : '

Mr, Jongs. That is the regularly accepted practice. That brings
in about 0.2 billion francs. . :

A summary of the mixed incorre would give, from industrial and
commercial profits, 17.8 billion francs; agricultural profits, 23 billion
francs; managers’ shares, 0.2 billion francs, or a total of 41,000,
000,000 francs.

We are now in a position to make a general summary of all of
these classes we have been discussing. The total income of private
concerns and individuals in France, according to this review, stands

as follows:

. Francs
Income to capital ———— 21, 000, 000, 000
Income to real estate -~ 18, 500, 000, 0060
Income to labor. - - 52, 600, 000, 000
Mixed income 41, 060, 000, 000
Total - 129, 500, 0600, 000

Now, there is no mathematical exactness in this estimate, obvi-
ously. It runs roughly at about the estimates made by a number of
other authorities. The review is made chiefly on returns made for
taxes for the year 1924, referring to the year 1923, That is the

latest year for which any complete statistics are anywhere near

available,

Senator Harrison. Are all those figures based on continental
France? ‘

Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Not on any of her possessions?

Mr. Jones. No; the possessions do not bring in anything of
importance.

enator HarrisoN. They do not bring in much?

Mr. JonEs. No, sir. i

The Crairman, In fact, take all of the possessions of France, I
think it is a little expense to them.

Senator Harrisox. You take into consideration Alsace-Lorraine?

Mr. Jongs. Yes; the figures after 1913 include Alsace-Lorraine.
" The total is 129.5 billion francs, as nearly as we can estimate it.

I think probably that is a little low. There are some items that have
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to be calculated on the basis of tax returns which, themselves, are
based on values which are out of date; and there is a considerable
degree of tax evasion, in certain taxes, as the French themselves
admit. But how much allowance we ought to make for those items
no one can tell.

Now, the point comes as to what this means, the 129.5 billion
francs. And with the rate of exchange varying as rapidly as it does,
it is very difficult to give a satisfactory shift of that over into dol-
lars. If you change it into dollars at the average exchange rate in
1923, averaging all the days of the year, you change that amount
over with the franc worth $0.06081, which is a little more than 6
cents. That would give a national income of $7,770,000,000. On the
other hand, if you take the average exchange rate of 1924, which
was $0.05237, or a little more than 5 cents, the national income wonld
be $6,534,000,000.

Senator HarrisoN. How much is it if you take it at the present
exchange rate?

Mr. Jongs. If you took it at the present exchange rate it would be
about $4,200,000,000.

Myr. Brair. The franc was 2.90 this morning. .

Senator Harrison. If l3;011 take it before they got into the war, in
1913 say, what would it be? '

Mr. Joxes. Then you would have—

lS)enffittor Jones of New Mexico (interposing). You would divide
it by five.

Mur. Jongs. But then it would not be fair to take this number of
francs, because we calculate this on the tax returns, when the value
of the franc is depreciated. If you took it on the estimates made on
the French income in pre-war times I gave, I believe at the begin-
ning of our session yesterday—1I have not the figzures now but I think
it was 6,675,000,000; something substantially like that.

Well, that is all the information I have on the French income.

Now, there was a number of items, other items, if you care to have'
them appear in the record.

Senator Harrison. If we could get into the record right there—I
do not know that Mr. Jones has it—but if we could get into the
record there the income on these various things in the United States
so that we can make a comparison of the proposition at the same
time, I think it would be of some value.

The CHakMAN. Senator, T am quite sure that the income in the
United States on identical items compared with the income in France
would show that the United States was at least ten times as much.

Senator HarrisoN. I understand; and then I should like to see it
followed up by the amount of taxes that the whole population over
there bears at this time, and how much they bore a few years ago,
and how much the American taxpayers bear at this time.

Mr. Jongs. So far as the French figures are cencerned I have them
here. I brought them with me. X thought they might be of interest
to you.

enator Harrisox. I was speaking about a comparison. I thought
the Department of Commerce might have those figures. ‘

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Those are easily obtainable. They
(f'ian be had from the Department of Commerce. Give us the French

gures.



30 FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT

(The figures referred to were afterwards furnished by Mr. Jones,
and are as follows:)

.

ReceirTs IN RECENT FRENCH BUDGETS

The attached table indicates the classes of taxes from which the French
treasury receives its fncome and the income from exceptional sources turned

into the French treasury:
French taxr collcctions, 1921~1925
RETURNS FROM NORMAL AND PERMANENT SOURCES IN GENERAL BUDGET
[000 omitted}

1921 1922 1923 1924 1925

* .

Direct taxes:
Classified income taxes, including the property

tax in princlpal, and general income tax.......f__________ 2,650, 742! 3,701, 581| 5, 464, 226] 5,934, 736
Dil;ectl taxss, d?d‘ilftg ttho property tax in prin. 72,148 . 287317 330,222
cipal and assimila 111 G R R A 308,872
Back dueson the rolls for direct taxes, assimilated ! '
taxes, and taxos on revenues. .......eeereeaao--l Lol 247,176 64,354 34,169 8,431
Total of taxes collected by the administration ’
Of AIrect 18XOS. oo .o o oeeosamansnrnnnnnan 12,106,000] 3, 130,066/ 4, 143,252] 5,807, 208! 6,293,390
Indirect taxes and monopers:
Registration taxes. ... M . ocoeeeemrcaaianan. 2,705, 416! 2, 960, 455| 3,390, 752 4, 606, 127/ 5, 118,405
Stamp taxes.. .. ....ccccaennn. 503,326 615,440 606, 948) 894, 790}, 1,070, 987
Bourse operations. ...._....>. 10,426 20,0 7080 93020 148254
Taxes on revenue from securitios 926, 425! 1,017,853 1,105, 1,683, 339 1,936, 931
Luxury tax (sales between nonmerchants 13,114 20, 438 14, 953 19,4 19, 930
Business turnover tax. .. .......cocaaaaa. 1,897, 457| 2, 280, 268, 3,015,801] 4,090, 482l 4,535,118
Customs. ceeouneuceunnan 1,192, 966 1,610,952 3,009,366 1,604, 082! 1,485,863
Indirecy taxeS...c.ccvoeaanse-. omaecceveseseuconn 2,404, 415 2,600, 545 2,885, 46| 3,347, 420‘ 3,695,523
Colonial merchandise, coffee substitutes, and :
D2 T 1 RO 177,184 183,075) 185,615 208,688 221,375
Salt. o eecaecceaccccaccienvaecrnaaad Ceuves 32, 376) 36,016 34, 802 37,£32, 39, 898
BURAL v e cvacccarecsaccciaccsasanavosmacnns 852,045 564,140, 515,878] 494,634 425,570
Gasoline and kerosene. .. ... .c.oceereiiennnna 166,705 234,617] 78,533 355,244f 423,733
T30 71 RO 13, 097, 12,475 13,399 16, 804 16,270
Monopolics (indirect taxes and receipts from
miscellaneous SOUrees) .. .cceevneccucnrancananes 1,703, 563 1,782, 934| 1,971, 005] 2, 251, 702 2,587,117
Tota) for monopolies, registration, customs and |
indirect tax ServiCeS.cee o e eeeenieeannianaan. 12,167, 514/13, 031, 3¢0/15, 829, 12619, 703, 162 21, 724, 979
Public domains.e. e veeeececrcncrnmcacmaccneencnan 104,381] 165,652] 220,648 324, 260| 339,578
Total of all recefpts frcm normal and perma- f
nent SOUrCeS. . ..c.cueeeecorarcncancacane 'weee-o|14, 407, 80517, 240, 878|120, 201, 925(25, 834, 69()'28, 357, 047

RETURNS FROM EXCEPTIONAL SOURCES AND FROM POSTAL, TikuFGRAPH, AND
_ . TELEPHONE SOURCES

Recolpts from exceptional sources:

Extraordinary tax on excess war profits.......... (O] 2,006, 084] 1, 333, 520 1,330,544 703,900
Liquidation of StocKS...c.cvemneereneinnnnnconn. 1,501,000] 480,023 200,365 53, 223 52,447
Miscellaneous proceeds.......covoeeameeaeenno 1,173,000; 935,612] 440,909) 356,700} 373,944
T N 2, 674, 000] 3,481, 699) 1,074, 704| 1, 740, 467) 1,130, 201
Receipts from postal, telegraph, and telephone
services (included in annex budget)..._-....... 1,061, 389; 1,136, 586 1, 318,911] 1,483, 731| 1, 689, 860

1 Includes old and assimilated taxes, 551,000,000 fiancs, and tax on incomes, 1,645,000francs. (Source
French Public Finance, published by ‘Bankers Trust Co,)
1Up to Dec. 31, 1921, the tax on war profits brought in 7,578,383,000 francs.

Mr. Jones. Would you like to have the French debts at the pres-
ent time?

The Cuamrman. Yes. -
Mpr. Jongs. That is obviously one of the elements that must be

considered in connection with this matter.
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The Cuairman. Yes; I think that should be put in.

Senator WarsoN. Will you read it, so that we can have it in mind ¢

Mr. Jongs. The total (f;bt on December 31, 1913, in gold francs,
was 33,637,000,000 gold francs, the equivalent of about $6,500,000,000.

Senator WarsoN. The franc being then at par?

Mr. Jones. The franc being then at par; yes, sir,

Now, on December 31, 1925, the internal debt—that is, the debt
in paper francs, was 286,000,000,000 francs; and the external debt,
which, in the French figures, is always quoted at par was 36,500,-
000,000 francs. After all, it is just about as well to leave that at
par because with the exchange rate fluctuating as much as it does
1t goes up and down ten or twelve billion a day.

The Cuairman, What was the franc this morning?

Mr. Bram. 2.90.

The Cuamrman, That is the lowest it has been. You may pué
that paper in, Mr. Jones.

(The paper referred to is printed in full, as follows:)

FreEncH DEbBTS
Along with the estimate of the national wealth there must be considered, of
course, the public indebtedness 3f an estimate is to be obtained of the French

economic position. The growth of the public debt is shown in the statement
I have in hand showing the debt totals on December 31 of 1913 and 1925.

French pubdlic debt totals on December 31, 1913

Gold frames | (P

Long and sHort term .eeeee meenuemmnicncnomcaaaccccsioncorenscacaconenas 31, 556, 659,978 | 6, 000, 416,076
FloAtIiNg.cccuunncecmeianccmecaouiccccaciuccanmccounncncssamancannascnann 2, 080, 883, 424 401, 610, 501

Total debt........... e eeeemecemmemereceemeeeesesesteavennseneannn 33, 637, 443, 402 | 6, 402, 026, 576
L T T U 958,000,000 | 184, 804, 000

Situation of the French public debt as of December 31, 1925
INTERNAL DEBT
[In thousands of francs)

(1) Perpetual and long term debts:

Rentes 3 per cent, amortizable ... 2, 740, 583
Rentes 3 per cent - e 19,740, 419
Rentes 3% per cent, amortizable o e e e o e e o 11, 954
Rentes § per cent, 1915 and 1916 ——-- 18, 855, 852
Rentes 4 per cent, 1017 e 9, 003, 799
Rentes 4 per cent, 1918 — ——— e 20, 595, 253
Rentes 4 per cent, amortizable (exclusive or amortization

premium)* .. o e e e 15, 725, 512
Rentes 6 per cent, 1920 e e 27, 510, 637
Rentes 4 per cent, 1925... e —— e b, 028, 775
Rentes of Alsace and Lorraine o o~ 73. 452
Capital of the annuities served by the State_ - ___.__ 11, 250, 094

' These figures include the rentes which have been turned in in payment of the extra-
ordinary contribution on war profits, those bought back on the Bourse, and those recelved
ag subscriptions to the 6 per cent 1920 loan. These rentes are entered in the name
of the Treasury and will not be annulled except with the series to which they belong,

9461—26——3
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(1) Perpetual and long term debts—Continued.

Ionds of the State railways..- 1, 634, 850
Loag-terms issues of the Credit National 17, 509, 389
Capital corresponding to the annuities titles (or certificates) .

remitted to the war sufferers (law of July 31, 1920) —co..__ 9, 929, 873
Permanent advances of the Bank of France 200, 000

MO ot e e e ——_—— 160, 709, 442
To be deducted: Rentes 6 per cent, of which mention is made

in the note below. —— - 4, 498, 782

156, 212, 660

(2) Short-term debt:
National-defense obligations—
1919 six years (including those remitted to the war suffer-
ers in 1921) . 391, 000
1019-1929, ten years, first issuwe, 1919 . 118, 000
1919-1929, ten years, remitted in payment of war damages. 7, 092, 000
1922—1932 ten years, rcmitted to the banks in Alsace and

Lorruine _—— 254, 600
1925-1931, six years, remitted in payment of war damages 2, 063, 000
Treasury bonds of three and five years 4,322, 000
Treasury bonds of 3, 6, and 10 years—

First series ... 8, 653, 000
Second series-...... 6, 189, 000
Treasury bonds of 10 years, 1924 (exclusive of reimburse-

ment premium) ... 4, 819, 0600

Short-term issues of the Credit National 4,579, 671
36, 480, 671
—— s

(8) Floating debt:
*  Ordinary treasury bonds. — ——— 2,393,554
National-defense bonds (bills) - . 45, 735, 000
New advances of the Bank of France 35, 950, 000

Special funds for the general treasury department:

Bureauz; assets of various treasury correspondents

(6pots de fonds & la Caisse Centrale, dans les Trésoreries
générales, Actif des divers correspondants du Tresor). 8,776,046

Balance of tha postal-checks accounts...._ 832, 400
93, 687, 000

s e gy

Total of the internal debt . 286, 380, 331

EXTERNAL DEBT

[In thousands of francs]

(1) Debt to allied governments (at par) :

Advances by the American Treasury........ 15, 193, 645
Treasury bonds remitted to the British Treasury (including .

the capitalized intgrests) __________ — 16, 016, 387

. 31,210,232

(2) Commercial debt (8t PAL) oo §, 228, 421

Total of the external debt..... 36, 438, 653

nternal debt e ... st e 286, 380, 331

Total public debto e 322, 818, 984
Based on unofficial documents, statement furnished to the Office of the Com-
mercial Attaché, American Embassy, Parls, March 25, 1926, by Mr, A. Aupetit,
tecretary general of the Bank of France, .
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Public debt of Irance
Extitl»lriior delbt, (in E.\i'%ﬁrlm d?bt (in
Domestie) " tranc) Domestic ey
e n e an
Dates r?filllons) | Dates l?gllions)
otfrancs Commer- ' | of franes Commer-
P()"u('ﬂl cial l ‘P()n“m“ clal
Dec. 31, 1913 ... 82,604 |ooeeeoes o | Dec.at,1020.......0 25,102 | 20102 6,767
Dee. 31,1914, ...°7- 30,428 |00 510 | Dee.31,1921...2200) 27,284 | 29,504 6,001
Dec, 31, 10152 58, 911 725 1,245 /| Dec. 31,1922 250,084 | 20,996 5,448
Dec. 31, 1916 - .- 78,397 | 3,355 4,008 || Dec.31,1023..2020 50,708 | 30,470 5,256
Dec. 31, 10172200 103,800 | 14,479 5,569 || Dec. 31, 1024. .27 260,637 | 31,048 5,431
Dec. 31,1018.--227" 140,794 | 23,074 6,208 || Dec. 31, 1925022 286,380 | 31,210 5,228
Dec. 31, 1910...2°7: 181,872 | 25,802 7,674 ~

Mr. Jones. Against that are some credits that France has in some
of the other foreign countries. These credits are large on paper
but not worth much, most of them. I have here a list of the claims
France has against various countries, 12 or 13 of them, totaling
15,000,000,000 francs. But 6,000,000,000 of these are debts of Russia
under the old régime, and they never will be paid; and several others
seem unlikely to be paid.

The Cramrman. That may be made a part of the record also.

(The statement referred to is printed in full, as follows:)

FRENCH CREDITS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

As a partial offset to the French debt, there is to be considered
the money owed to France by foreign governments. The amounts
owed are set out in an inventory by the French Minister of the Treas-
ury, Mr. Clementel, in a statement of June 30, 1924, as follows:

Franes
Russia (old régime) .. 6, 023, 300, 000
Russia (different governments) - 490, 000, 000

Belgium
Yugoslavia
Rumania
Greece-
Poland

Czechoslovakia
Italy._
Portugal
Jsthonia
Latvia
Lithuania
Hungary
Austria

P

Mr. Jones. I have also a statement of the budget
the war——
Senator Watson (interposing). Take the revenues

3, 067, 295, 000

1, 738, 566, 000

1, 132, 000, 000

637, 6514, 000

895, 400, 000

542, 200, 000

350, 273, 000
9, 000, 000~

3, 500, 000

9, 000, 000

2, 300, 000

800, 000

331, 926, 000

madmte

15, 133, 074, 000~
deficits since

and the ex-

penses of France, is the French Republic able to raise enough to
pay expenses right dlong?
r. Jones. That is the next item I have here, Senator.
Senator WarsoN. I beg your pardon. Go right along.
Mr, Jongs. I have the current deficits during and since the war.
These deficits reached their high point during the war, when they



34 FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT

totaled, in 1918, 41,000,000,000 francs. Since that time the deficit
has been reduced fairly steadily and in 1925 it was reported that the
budget was balanced. It turned out at the end of the year that
there was a 3,000,000,000 francs deficit.

The Cuamyax, Necessitating a special tax imposed in 1925 to
clear the budget.

Mr. JoNEs. Again in 1926 it is claimed that the budget is balanced
and even that there is a credit item

Senator Warson (interposing). What do you mean by credit
ralance item ¢ .

Mr. Jo~es. That they have receipts over expenses.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. But you must understand that
‘hey take in many items which we would not include as expenses.

Mr. JonEes. The estimates for the 1926 budget were drawn up
‘n April, 1925, when the franc stood at 25 to $1, and it has had a
ad slide since, so the whole basis on which the budget was made has
seen upset. It seems, on the basis of the information available at
‘his time, that there will be a deficit this year also.

Senator Watson. Has there been any effort made at a settlement
7ith Great Britain?

Mr. Jones. There have been efforts.

Senator Warsox. Are there any negotiations on now?

Mr. Jongs. I do not know whether there are at this moment.
“hey have been current. : '

I will put in this statement then of the total receipts and expenses
entering into the French budget in the years since 1913,

The gHAIRMAN. Yes; that may be made a part of the record.

(The statement referred to is as follows:)

FRENCH BUDGET DEFICITS

The weak financial position of France is indicated by the continued deficits
'hich have characterized her budgets, particularly in the postwar years,

Totlal receipts and ewpenses entering into the French budget

[In million francs]

_ Year Receipts | Expenses Xgﬁg{ Yeor, Receipts | Expenses ng{,}{
4,907 5,046 139 20,130 39,523 19,393
4,196 9,981 44,785 22,840 35,603 12,763
4,130 19,009 | . 14,870 22,903 34,586 11,683
4,932 29, 997 25,065 24, 200 32,583 8,383
6,186 37,597 31,411 32,228 34,775 22,647
6,791 48, 584 41,703 33,150 33,137 3813
11, 586 35,346 23,759 437,400 437,237 200

1 Budget items. ]

: ’I{X‘he m;dget of 1925 proved to have a deficit of ovor 3,000,000,000 francs.
ormal.

+ Approximate Budget entries, whether actually balanced remains to be seen.
\ .

Senator Warson. Has any attempt at settlement with the Gov-
srnment of Great Britain ever been Eublished? ’ .

Senator Rerp of Pennsylvania. The newspapers have published it.

The Crmamman. That 1s all that we have, the newspaper publi-
*ations.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. That is all.
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Senator Jones of New Mexico. In connection with these balances
of the budget, do you intend to put in a statement of the interna-
tional balances also?

Mr. Jones. The balance of accounts?

Senator Jonrs of New Mexico. The international balances.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. The export and import balances.

Mr. J. l:)m:s. Yes; I have a statement of that, and can put it in, if

rou wish,
) The CuairmaN, Put it in at this point. |
(The statement referred to is printed in full, as follows:)

\

THe FRENCEH BALANCE OF TRADE

The French commercial balance is regularly one showing an excess of
imports over exports. Since 1872 the French trade returns have never shown
a favorable balance, except in 1924 and 1925. In the attached table are shown
the commercial balances for 1913 to 1925, .

1. FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE

The foliowing gives the situation, before and after the war, of France's
commercial belance, in millions of francs:

Excess | Excess ’ Ex-

Years Ex- | Im- 50| of ex- Years Im- | otim. | of ex-
ports | ports | hores | ports ports | ports | nons | ports
1920 - ccevecnene. 26, 805
1921, . ca... 19,773
1922, ceeencenne 21,3
1928, o o ececacaes 30,433
192U, oo cvenenee. 41,454
1025. - - ... 45,413 | 43,980

FRANCE—BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

The calculation of the French balance of payments is obviously a problem
involving te an unusual extent items which can not be ascertained with mathe-
matieal exoctness. The Bunque Nationale ¥rancaise du Commerce Exterieur
published figures for 1923 tending to show that the adverse balance was only
some 100,000,000 of francs. Other authorities estimated it as high as 733,-
000,000 francs. .

In subsequent years no detailed estimates have been issued by French
authorities though it has been frequently stated, even by ministers of finance,
that the balance has become favorable.,

The invisible items are more than usually difficult to calculate in recent
years. The shipment of capital abroad has been steady and must have reached
large totals in spite of the legislation intended to stop it. On the other hand
tourist expenditures in France and expenditures by resident foreigreyxs have
markedly increased measured in paper francs or even in gold. These ex-
penditures are estimated as high as 6,000,000,000 paper francs a year. Repara-
tions payments also have been greater than the expenses of occupation by the
French army by several billions of francs,

Though even an approximate estimate of the balance of accounts can not
be made, some foreign banking interests as well as the French authorities
referred to conclude that especially in view of the favorable balance of trade
the balance payments was in 1924 and. 1925 certainly favorable.

INFLUENCE OF THE BALANCE OF TRADE 4
The French people and the French Government have taken great satisfac-

tion in the returns of the balance of trade for 1924 and 1925. These were in
face niuch more favorable than those in preceding years, and marked a steady
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improvement from 1919 when the adverse trade balance was nearly 24,000,000
franes. Taken as units each of these years showed a favorable trade balance
of about 1,500,000,000 francs, a circumstance the more acceptable since an
adverse trade balance is usual in France even in normal times.

The returns for the two years past and for the first months of 1926 are
set out below in thousands of francs:

fpores (1)
exports
’ Imports Exports 0X08SS Of
imports (—)
1023 e cicvccnnecacnacccmnareaastomey iunnansonemoansnananacaeraan 32,688,804 | 30,432,685 | 2,256,219
2,609, 833 —188, 088
3,018,279 | 4204, 470
4,354, 695 +732, 001
4,027, 041 +-734, 800
3,360, 148 +182, 835
, 304 —~256, 563
3,013, 713 —86, 2
2,967, 146 —104, 979
, 184, 332 +27, 362
3,397, , 531, 896 +134, 288
3,414,967 | 3,432,683 +17,716
4,118,454 | 4,042,087 -76,387
N . I
TOLAL. « o cceeeeececemeevaiamcaemeeceeemamaante—a—nann 40, 132, 574 | 41,454,137 |1 41,321, 563
JO2B=JANUALY .« e ccnncvcanercnaneasmcacntonencmcaeaannnas 3,172,571 | 3,562,615 -4-3960, 044
Februar 3,346,309 | 3, 5905, 061 1248, 642
March, 3,306,700 | 3,762,244 +455, 544
April. 3,050,088 | 3,567, 744 500, 77
ay.. , 968,672 (3,640, 1 671, 515
Juno.. , 901,243 | 3, 506, 634 +515, 201
L2 3PN 3,038,669 | 3,484,373 -+450, 824
AUBUSY . e icicccnccadcecssececanemctamasecnononn 3,207,316 { 3,258,311 -39, 005
SOPtEMDBET... ... e ececaccccccacccascccuccecaemnaama———— 4,317,029 | 3,849,879 -467, 140
October 4,374, 75 ~10t, 494
November... 4,193, 243 ~380, 876
Decomber. .. 5,445,725 | 4,628,013 | —817,112
MOt o e neeecccecaraccncenecaacnsacaccacrcconaanncnsaranan 43,980, 506 | 45,413, 565 | -1, 433,049
1926—JANUATY . e caasccccmaccciancacmasaceenncansannnncscsonncan 4,483,033 | 3,868,345 ~614, 688
FODFUALY. . oo ccctcicsciacccac e ccaanscanann 5,244,536 | 4,408,021 —835, 614
MArch.. ... eeriee cevveceenrceancesmnensacarcvsananasennann 5,095,370 400,316 -—138, 054

1 Revised final fignres published in the Journal Officiel of Jan. 22, 1926, and the monthly statistics No.
12 for the year 1025, show the total exports in the year 1924 as 11,468,360,000 francs and the total imports
a8 39,928,002,000 francs, leaving an oxcess of exports of 1,540,358, 000 francs for the vear in question, instead
of 1,321,563,000 francs a8 given in the monthly statistics from which the above tahle was compiled; revised
figures for each month of 1924 aro not yot available. Compiled from otficial monthly statistics,

Examined in detail these statistics of the trade returns are not as encour-
aging as at first sight appears. The fuvorable balance of 1924 was clearly the
result of the rapid fall in the value of the franc which occurred during the
first half of that period. In 1925 there was a fairly steady decline in the
-value of the frane, which was reflected in the figures of the balance of trade
for the year. During the first seven months of the year the balance was
favorable, but it had already reached its most favorable point in May and
thereafter became steadily less favorable and resulted in an adverce balance
in August and in all the succeeding months of the year.

In the period from -August, 1926, throughout March, 1926, the adverse trade
balance was 3,378,000,000 francs, a deficit greater than the very favorable
trade balance built up in the seven months previous. From December, 1925,
to February, 1926, the returns were particularly discouraging, giving an ad-
verse balance of over two aud one-fourth billions franes.

Encouraging as the trade returns for the past two years, when considered as
units, have been, the developments in the last 10 months and particularly the
last 8 months, have been far from satisfactory and seem to indicate that
the balance of trade has turned against France in spite of the continued
‘weakness of the franc in exchange. )

To the degree therefore that the balance of payments in France depends on
the balance of trade, the outlook has in recent months become increasingly
discouraging.
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Arguments based on French trade statistics are not, it is true, entirely satis-
factory, because a change was made in August, 1925, in the manner of calcu-
lating the values of exports and it is uncertain whether or not the new practice
may have made inaccurate any comparisons for the months following August
with the results previous to that time.

BALANCE OF TRADE ON A WEIGHT BASIS

- In order to check the results of a comparison based on reported values,
one based on weights is useful.

1, Foports—The weight of raw materials exported showed a marked in-
crease in 1925, but one confined: to the first part of the year. The last part of
the year, in spite of continued weakness of the franc, showed totals much
below those in 1924, The early months of 1926 continued to show low levels
of shipments,

in manufactured articles, the most valuable of French exports, the year 1925
showed an increase In welght of 576,418 tons. The shipments rose fairly
steadily throughout the year 1925 under the influence of the weakening franc,

Foodstuffs exports fell off in weight in 1925 by over a quarter of a million
tons, and the first months of the year 1926 showed a continued weakness.

2, Imports—Imports of raw materials fell off in wefght in 1925 as compared
to 1924 by over 8.000,000 tons, due chiefly to adjustments in the coal irade.
Raw materinls not including coat fell oft by 1,401,114 tons and in éarly 1926
were maintaining about the level of 1925,

Imports of manufactured articles month by month were less in 1925 than
in 1924 making a total for the year, less by 240,017 tons. In the first three
months of 1920 imports were, however, henvler than in the same period in 1925.

The weight of foodstuffs imported fell off in 1925 by 568,855 tons, but showed
a tendency in early 1926 to improve upon the 1925 lev el.

In short then, judged by weights, exports did not maintain themselves ex-
cept in manufactured articles. In these, values are comparatively high and
the change in the method of valuation may seriously affect the nominal trade
balance. The uneven veturns of exports of raw materials are subject to vary-
ing interpretations. So far as they represent shipments of goods not needed
by French industry, the heavy shipments of the first half of the year were
encouraging, but to the degree to which they were of goods sold abroad under
the impulse of the declining exchange rate but which would normally have
gone to French manufacturers the movement was unhealthy though it tem-
porarily sustained the trade balance. Similarly the falling off of these
shipments in the second half of 1925 is subject to two interpretations.

In imports, the failure to keep up the former level in manufactured articles
and to some extent in foodstuffs, though it reflects the reduced purchasing
power of the franc. may be a not inacceptable development in the balance
of trade. The same can not be said, however, in the case of raw materials
for many of which French industry is heavily dependent on foreign sources
of supply. A falling off in the chief lines in this class of imports would ulti-
mately bring a slowing down of manufacturing, and therefore of exporis.
Up to the present, however, the trade figures do not show clearly that a weak-
ness of this sort has developed. Under these conditions, it is not established
that the figures of weight of foreign trade movement indicate as discouraging
a position as appears from a study of values.

It remains true, however, that, taken as a whole, the reported values in the
trade balance have for almost a year been less favorable and became inereas-
ingly unfavorable after August when the new basis for calculating the value
of exports was adopted. Consequently it is safe to conclude that the irade
balance is becoming less encouraging even if it is not as heavily negative as the
figures of value indiecate,

As above indicated the adverse trade balance between August, 1925, and the
end of March, 1926, was over 3,378,000,000 francs. In order to make the balance
of payments favorable in this period of eight months the invisible items would
have to bring a favorable balance of an equal amount.

The unfavorable invisible items of greatest importance arise in the excess
of foreign imports in the colonial trade, the payments made on foreign debts
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public and private, the interest on foreign balwnces in France, expenditures
abroad by French officials and tourists, remittances by the large number of
foreign laborers to their home countries, new investments abroad, the export
of capital which must have reached large amounts, and the expenditures of
money abroad on account of military operations in Morocco and Syria. These
items, with the exception of the lust, were estimated as making an unfavorable
showing of some 6,200,000,000 francs for the year 1923.' While no official
estimates of even an approximate character have since been made, it seems
safe to conclude that the adverse items of the invisibles have appreciably

risen,
The chief invisible items on the credit side are tourist income, the balance

of reparations receipts over the cost of the army of occupation in Germany,
the interest on foreign investments, postal exports, and the ocean treight
earnings. The total favorable invisible items plus the exports to Indo-China
were estimated in 1023 at 6,400,000,000 francs. This amount has doubtless
increased markedly in subsequent years.

How much the advance is in individual items, favorable and unfavorable,
can not even be approximated. A Swiss authority? estimated that for the
year 1925 the balance of trade plus the invisible favorable items would give
a total of about 16,600,000,000. On this basis, the favorable invisible items
are credited with 14,400,000,000 francs. '

The unfavorable invisible items plus imports from Indo-China were estimated
at 6,200,000,000 francs in 1925.

If it be assumed that the relative position of the unfavorabple items was In
1925 about the same as in 1923, they would total for the former year 9,600,
000,000 francs, and give a favorable balance in the invisibles of 4,800,000,000
francs. There is obviously a large percentage of error in any such calculation.
It is evident, however, that if the figures are approximately correct and con-
tinue to reflect the facts in the invisible items at the present time, then the
balance of payments for the eight months last past must be unfavorable. The
invisibles would yleld a favorable itemn for such a period of some 3,200,000,000
francs while the adverse balance of trade was about 3,378,000,000 francs.

Mr. Jones. I have here a statement showing receipts of various
classes of taxes from 1921 to 1925, showing the origin of the money
which finds its way into the French treasury.

Senator Warson, That would be interesting. L .

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Is that the same as is given in
the French pamphlet?

Mr. JonEs. It may cover more years.

The Cuamman. I think it has a later date. L

Senator HarrisoN. You have covered everything in there, have
you? )

Mr. Jones. Yes; everything by classes. ) . )

Senator Harrison. When did they increase their tariff duties the
last time? ) . ]

Mr. Jones. The last general tariff was passed in 1911, but during
the war there were a number of exceptional measures passed to tr
to keep up the return on 1mﬁ0rts, and after the war, with the fall
of the franc there obviously had to be adjustments in order to keeg
any adequate protection, particularly in the specific duties, an
most of the French duties are specific. They would have now only
one-seventh of the protection they had before the war if they did
not make such adjustments. So the Government for a while allowed

1This figure and the ones below referring to the balance of payments_in 1928 are
compiled from astatement issued by the Banque Natlonale Francalse du Commerce

Exterieu,
. 28oclete de Banque Suluse.
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the ministry of commerce to make any change it wanted. There
was a constant adjustment of rates going on.

Senator HarrisoN. When did they permit that?

Mr. Jones. That was from shortly after the war until two years
ago. Then freedom of action by the ministry of commerce ceased,
and now all changes must be made by Parliament.

Senator HarrisoN, They have regular rates, do they not?

Mr. Jones. Yes; they have the regular rates; but the Government
had given the ministry of commerce authority to apply a coefficient
to the rates previously given, in order to keep up the revenues from
the imports.

Senator HarrisoN. Now they have stationary rates?

Mr. Jones. Yes; but using the last coefficient that the ministry
of commerce had used. Say, that on chairs there was a rate of 10
francs per kilo, and the department of commerce put in a coefficient
of 8, that coefficient remains for chairs—three times 10 francs.

Senator HarrrsoN. How do these last rates, which you say were
fixed stationary, compare with before the war? . :

Mr. Jones. They are lower.

Senator HarrisoN. Lower?

Mr. Jongs. Yes; that is because of the depreciation of the franc.
The increase by adoption of coefficients has not fully compensated
for the fall in the value of the franc.

Senator HarrisoN. If there had been no depreciation in the frane,
then, presumably the rates would have been the same?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. No; presumably they would not
have increased them.

Mr. Jones. Yes; presumably the rates would not have been
increased.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. If the value of the franc were
not at par their present import duties would be many times as great
as before the war.

The CuairmaNn. Yes; they would be. They would have to change
the basis of value.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. I have noted in the last few days
there has been an agitation of the ({:mstion of preventing imports, or
doing something there to prevent the quantity of import which tiiey
had been receiving.

The CHARMAN. I think that is mostly propaganda, Senator.

Senator JonEs of New Mexico. And that is directed to food prod-
ucts principally ¢

The CrARMAN. She only imports just what she is absolutely com-
pelled to import now.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. We realize that they can use do-
mestic products instead of some foreign products which they are
now receiving; or racher that they can get along with less foreign
products than they are now using, and I understand that there is at
the present time agitation to do that.

r. Jones. Yes, sir. There is a desire to do something to cut
down imports, and that has been going on right along since the war.

9461-—26—a
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For instance, in the making of common bread it has been required
at times that there be put in a certzin amount of rye. They are
trying to cut down their importations of certain things to make the
trade balance more favorable.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Mr. Jones, in making up the bal-
ance of international payments, have you taken account of this

henomenon that they themselves call “the flight of the franc”?

hat is, the reinvestment in foreign countries in oreign securities by
French citizens who have lost confidence in the franc

Mr. Jones. I have mentioned that. That is one element you can
not make any good guess at even. French officials have been dis-
gosed up to about a year ago to deny that there was any serious

ight of the franc. There is no doubt, however, that large amounts
of French capital has been going abroad ever since the passage of
the law forbidding it. In fact, the passage of the law encouraged
the people to think it would be a good thing to do for their own pro-
testion, for if there was not grave danger the Government would not
have passed such a law. During the last year there has been a regu-
lar shuttle service, so-called, developed across the Swiss border and
the Belgian border, by which people take 5,000 francs to-day and
come back and get another lot to-morrow. So there is a large
amount of capital going abroad. In addition, exporters do not
aiways bring back the money which they receive for goods sold
abroad. . :

Senator HarrisoN, Can you put in the exports and imports?

Mr. Jones. Yes; I have a tabulation of that kind.

The CHARMAN. Put it in here, then.

(The tabulation referred to is as follows:)

BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE,

RoMANCE SECTION, HUROPEAN DIVISION,
May 24, 1926.

INCREASES IN FRENCH TRADE IN 1913 AND 1025

The development of import and export with the principal sources and

* T 1913 1925 Increase
IMPORTS

UDitod SateS.ceeeeovascanrercoccunnonacecacaaccannan $173,000,000 |  $304, 000, 000 $131, 000, 000
Qreat Britain - 218, 000, 000 280, 000, 000 685,000,000
. 107, 600, 000 1146, 000, 000 |- :-39, ooo,%

2006, 000, 000 112, 000, 000 994, 000,
46, 000, 0600 82, 000, 0C0 36, 000, 000
33, 009, 000 65, 000, 000 32, 000, 000
22, 000, 6CO 61, 000, 000 89, 000, 000
QGreat Britain.............. cae - 281, 000, 000 427, 000, 000 146, 000, 000
Belgium. oo ciccicieac st nenean 214, 000, 0CO 362, 000, 000 148, 000, 000
GOTMBNY. ... ccccccecviencaccaccnaccsssacnscsacnrmans 167, 000, 000 179, 000, 000 12, 000, 000

United States decacenacesccneuno. cabeoonad 82, 000, 000 148, 000, 000 64, 000,
78, 000, 000 139, 000, 000 61, 000, 000

J » 105. d m ‘00 d
29, 000, 000 68, 000, 000 37,000, 000

16, 000, 000 58, 000, 000 42,000,

. : In 1925 Belgo-Luxemburg Economic Union.

Decrease.
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FRENCH FOREIGN TRADE

In all the accompanying tables, the following exchange rates are used:

1905-1918_ . e c——ee $0.193000 | 1923 e . 060811
b 11 L1 IS LAB6820 | 1924 . 052368
1920 e L0T0400 | 1920 e . 047670

1921 e LOT4554 | 1926 (average of first three
1022 e . 082013 months) : . 036760
French total foreign trade, 1905-1925
[A1l figures in millions)
Imports Exports
. N{g;rs}c Francs | Dollars I\{g%rsic Franes | Dollars
L 2

26,60 | 4,778.9 922.3 11.62 1 4,886.9 939.3
36.72| 7,173, 1,384.5 15.61 1 6,233.8 1,203,1
40.43 | 8,085.8 | 1,550.7 16,91 ! 6,076.9 1,172.8
30.75 | 8,230.8] 1,588.56 3| 6,712.6 1,205.6
44,22 | 8,421.3 | 1,625.3 22,07 | 6,880.2 1,327.9
38.45 | 35,700.3 | 4,807.3 5. 11,879.6 1,652,1

30. 54 ,004.8 | 3,513.3 12.86 | 26, 894 1,893,

40.06 | 22,007.9 ,0606.5 16.04 | 19,772.5 1,474,

51.42 | 23,930 ,900.8 22,54 | 21,378.9 ) 183,
L, 86 | 32, 1,9087.8 24,90 | 30,432, , 850, 6

1.72 | 14,822.9 | ' 544.6 7.94 | 13,237.5 486.6

Excess of imports | Excess of exports

Francs | Dollars | Francs | Dollars

1925.. -
1926 (first 3 months) .. ..

1 Annuaire Statistique, 1922,
1 Statistique Nensuelle du Cominerce Exterieur, December, 1024,
$ Department of Commerce flles. . o
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French monthly trade, January, 19241925

{Figures in millions)

Imports ' Exports Excess of—

Imports Exports

Francs | Dollars | Franes | Dollars
Francs | Dollars | Francs | Dollars

24.11 4,027.0
184.3 [ 3,360.1

18.0 | 3,432,7
222.4

2,101.7 | 41,454.1 | 2,171.0

1925

January........ P 3,172.6 171.0 | 3,562.8 192,0
February. 3,346.4 176.7 | 3,595.1 -
March 3,308.7 17L8 | 3,762.2
April.. 3,051.0 138.3 1 3,557.7

ay.. 2,908.7 1533,.2 | 3,640.2
June.. 2,091, 2 132,71 3,608.5
July..... 3,033.5 144.6 | 3,484.3
August,... 3,207.3 157.2 | 3,258.3
September. . 4,317.0 2058 3,840.9
October..... 4,476.2 203.4 [ 4,374.7
November..... Jd 4,571 218,0 | 4,193.2

December....... ceeed| 5,445.7 250.6 | 4,628.0

Total.......... 43,980.5 | 2,098.5 | 45,413.5
1926
January....e.oeecea.-. 4,483.0 3,808.3 6147
February....oee--... 5,244.8 4,408.9 835.6
March. .ceceeeannnne. 5,095, 4 4,960.3 135.0 !

Total.........] 14,822.9 13,237.5 ' 1,535.3' 582 |oeeeeenen

French foreign trade by commodity groups by weight

[Thousands of metric tons}
. 1926 (first
1013 1919 1622 1923 1024 1925 quarter)
IMPORTS
Foodstufls......coocaeeaaenn. ... 5,851.9 | 6,081,4 |5000.5 (356005 |56729 |51183 1,265.7
Raw materials....... cemeeaea-.-]37,160.7 ,637.7 [44,660.7 (47,702.5 [49,342.2 (41,072,2 10,041. 4
Manufactured goods............ 1,647.7 [ 1,828,0 [ 1,601.0 | 1,470.8 | 1,476.7 | 1,234.9 423.7
X7 ) U +144,220,3 (38,447.1 151, 418,29 154, 864, 68 (56, 491. 79 (47, 425,4 11,720.8
Gold and silver................. 2.8 . .19 .16 .19 2.26 0]
QGrand total... .c.oceooao.. 44,223.1 [38,447.4 |51, 418.48 (54, 864, 84 |56, 491,97 |47,427.6 11,720.8
EXFORTS
Foodstufls..... .coeevenvanenn.. 1,456.7 520.9 957.4 | 1,313.0 | 1,633.2 | 1,386.6 344.4
Raw materials........ 2 [4,156.4 |10,083.4 120,487.4 [24,100.4 [24,607.6 6, 486. 6
Manufactured goods.. 3 86l.1 [2,684.0 |3,060.3 |3,608.2 |4,180.9 1,110.6
Parcels post. - e oooeeiiinaraaon 4 16.9 28,0 32.0 38.0 41.8 (0]
Total.....ene-... weenneen-|22,074, 51 | 6,564, 36 (22, 642,85 24, 001, 69 120, 385,80 [30,225.8 | 17,0416
Qold and silver.._.............. 2.3 17 .28 37 L5 ®
Grand total.._........... 22,076.83 | 5,864, 53 |22, 643, 11 124, 902. 06 129, 386.79 (30,2273 7,941. 6

1 Not available,
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French foreign trade by commodity groups by value

[Millions of francs and dollars)

43

| | 1928
1913 1910 1923 1024 1925 (first
‘ quarter)
IMPORTS } .
Francs | Fra m's Franes | Francs | Francs | Francs | Francs
Foodstufls ..o eeeeameana.. 1,817 0 10,704.5 | §,833.9 | 7,498.3 | 8,005.8! 9,116.1 2,630.9
Raw materTals_ .. ,94 14 763.2 " 14,044.5 | 20,£14.0 | 26,138.4 ; 20,462.0 |* 10,333.4
Mantfactured goods.....co..... 1, 658, 0 10,341 6 I 4,052.0( 4,376.6 , 088, 5,402.2 , 858,
.................... 8,421.3 | 35,700.3 | 23,030.3 | 32,688.8 | 40,132.6 | 43,080.3 | 14,823.0
Gold nnd silver ................. 975.0 176.1 | 125.2 65.6 115, 149.6 U]
Grand total) .. ............ 9,396.3 I 35, 975.4 | 24,055.5 | 32,754.4 | 40,248.5 | 44,129.9 | 14,823.0
Total in dollars........... $1,813,5 | $4,942.2 | $2,001. 1 | $1,991.5 | $2,107.4 | $2,103.6 $544.9
EXPORTS
Foodstufls. ..o cvereecenencaauaas 838.0 | 1,190.4( 1,882.0| 3,190.1( 3,096.4| 3,620.2 1,112,7
Raw materfals........ 1,858,1 | 2,444.3| 5,807.2 1 9,342.7 | 10,532.6 | 12,563.1 3,788.3
Manufactured goods 3,617.0 | 7,387.6 | 12,271.6 | 16,238.9 | 24,861.2 | 26,975.8 8,336.6
Parcels post.. .. 560.2 ! 857.3 | 1,418.1 | 1,660.9 | 2,064.0} 2,248.4 (O]
1£:) R 6, 680.2 11,870.6 | 21,378.9 | 30,432.6 | 41,454.1 | 45,413.5 | 13,237.6
Gold and 11170 N 36.6 77.4 82,8 240.2 13800 [0)
Grand total. ... ......... 7,311, 6 11,916.2 | 21, 456. 3 30,515.4 | 41,604.3 | 45,545.8 | 13, 230.8
Total in dollars. .......... $1,41L.1 | ’ $l 657.1 31 760.4 | $1,855.3 { $2,183.1 $2. 1713 $450.6
1 Nat available '
2 Included among manufactured articles,
I'rrench foreign trade by countries
[Millions of francs) .
Imports Exports
Foreign countries
1913 1919 1922 1013 1919 1922
" @reat Britain... . 1,115.1 | 8,800.9| 3,266.0 | 1,453.9 2, 116.1 | 3,960.8
United States. . a.eeneenccnccanecacncen . 804.7 9, 217.8 ( 3,845.0 422.0 2,000.8
Belglan-Luxemburg Economic Union-~ 11, 187.0 | 11,780.2 e 11,5971 14,103.9
elgium. . ceeanane cesemmecarsmcannncsenun 3 3 ‘
Ar entina . 360.3 [ 1,613.8° T 990.7 ] '199.9 |  176.3 314.2
It 240.5 | 1,017.2 773.7 305.8 677.7 797,
Germany... 1,008.8 765.3 | 1,446.1 806.8 | 1,660.6 1,960.8
Nethgrlands. -.. .. - 113.8 235.0 661. 82, 7 234, 395,
aar. . ... - . 86.4 8371 |eacaecnns 124, 305.8
Brazil...... - - 174.3 956.3 485.3 86.4 118.4 168.4
Spain... . 281.6 | 1,464.2 365.9 161.2 387.6 518.1
Switzerland...... - 135.2 737.8 488.0 406.2 713.1 1,001.7
Sweden. .. cose 110.8 258.7 370.0 28. 123.0 (i
Czechoslovakia. 48,4 300.3 |ecaeacnncn 46.1 62.6
Japan. 124.4 365.3 375.2 18,2 32.8 100.6
Norway. . a7, 164.0 127.4 10.6 81.0 41.2
Ftench cojonies and protectorates'
eria. waa 330.8| 1,228.7 084, 5 552.6 938.6 1,716.3
Indo-China. . 10%.4 275.7 240.0 85, 49.7 257,6
unis. cane 81. 437.4 24,1 100.1 106.5 265.6
Senegal........ 96, 358.1 .4 54, 46.0 94,8
Madogasear-.. .. 30.7 154. 74.7 38.3 30.6 84,
Morocco. . . 20.4 327.4 83, 78.8 233.4 487.8
All other countries and coionies. - .| 2,835.3 | 6,114.2| 5,995.0 8350 | 1,514.1 2,520.0
Grand total 8,421.3 | 35,709, a 23,930.3 [ 6,880.2{ 11,879.6 | 21,378.9
Millions of dollars......cccceacnnnnnanaaas.] $1,625.3 Sé. 897.3 | $1,990.8 | $1,327.9 | 31,652, $1,753.4

t Combined figures for Belgium and Luxemburg.
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French foreign trade by countries—Continued
[Millions of francs.)

Imports Exports
Foroign countries
1923 104 1925 1923 1924 1925

Groat Britoln. e oo caememnemieemaaeaa. 5,212.1 | 4,876,.4 | 5,803.3] 6,154.6] 7,854.0 6,057.3
United StateS. . veenrenmrncrccacnacaaanan 5,049.01 5,750.9 | 6,382.9 | 2,400.6 [ 3,142.0 3,058.1
Belgian-Luxemburg Economic Union..... 2,404,111 2,603.4 | 3,082,3 ! 65,8058/ 7,138.7 7,696.5
Argenting ... .oeonaaairieaeannn 1,2711.6 | 1,825.5{ 1,651.3 612,06 856.3 824.0
JAlY . e ieecrecanv e vanana 1,223.7] 1,512.1 ) 1,720.4 | 1,181,383 | 1,464.3 2,200.0
Qermany..ceccerenccannunas 1,048,3 | 2,017.2 | 2,372.6| 1,085 3,777.8{ 3,754.1
Netherlands.. 1,002.2| 1,167.3 ,219.9 630.6 | 1,160,6 1,319.9

Saar. .. 71,4 | 1,046.7 @ 7.1 L,3710.5 1)
Brazil. 691.3 | 1,002,56] 1,370,2 FO R 369.1 460.9
pain. - 607.9 845,56 834.3 W7.3[ 1,167.7 1,423.6
Switzerland 6016 067.8 786.7| 2,113.0| 2,598.7 2,021, 5
WOAON . e oo e vememcaaeronarccnmmcan . 424.3 578.2 654. 6 2.5 1518 143.2
CrechOSIOVAKID. cee e cmceceevnmccennean 209.3 198, 4 182.3 [ 100.2 176.2
APBD e e cecccosoncasesmnanaenseennnananns 208.8 455.8 338.8 176.3 220.6 243.7
NOTWOY e oo ccceeievmmcmcececnrnananas 166.0 182,7 265, 0 96.4 88,8

Fronch colonies and protectorates:

AJRErD. . ooeee e caaecivacncenaeas 1,225,0 1 1,636.4] 3,62.0| 2,008,7| 25037 2,010.8
Indo-China. 33L.5 4 612,56 415, 9 0677.9 760.8
Tunis.... 301.4 209,1 303.3 426.4 541, 3 553.3
Senegal. . 275.6 388.4 542,0 194.8 314.8 433.6
Madagasc 150, 2 281.6 203.8 113.1 174.3 355, 2
- Morocco. .. . 122,0 220.1 180, 8 486, 2 088,3 843, 7
All other countries nnd coloni¢s........... 9,300.8 | 12,088.5 | 13,587.9 | 33,823.9 | 5,360.7 6,475.9
Grand totale .o oevecmeeaeianenees 32,608.0 | 40,132.6 | 43,9805 { 30,431, 5 | 41,468.3 | 45,413.5
Millions of dollars. caunceeerncuacnancenncen $1,087.8 | $2,101.7 | $2,008.5 | $1,850,6 | $2,171.6 | $2,164.8

$ Trade with tho Saar assimilatod with French domestic trade after 1024,

It is particularly inferesting to note that in 1925, as compared to 1Y1s,
Germany more than doubled her exports to Frunce and trebled her imports
from France. Another interesting development is in the South American
trade, the 1924 totals of both imports and exports with Argentina and Brazil
together being almost six times its 1913 figures. In 1925, as in 1924, the United
States led as the chief source of French imports, a position lost in 1923 to
Great Britain, who hud held it before the war. Great Britain and the Belgian
Luzemburg Economic Union lead easily in purchasing French exports, as
they did before the war.

comparative positions in French foreign trade

1913 1019 1922
..... Great Britain.............| United States._._...__.__.} United States.
.| Germany....... QGreat Britain..... ...| Great Britain.
..| United States. Belgium-Luxemburg. ......| Belgium-Luxemburg.
.............. Belgitm.cceovveenen......| Argentina..........___....| Germany.
1023 . 1924 1925
Firsteoeeroeeeennns Great Britain............. United States............. United States.
Second.-ceceerennn. United States.......c.....- Great Britain............. Qreat Britein.
Third. ececaeeeaenn Belgium-Luxcmburg....... Belgium-Luxemburg....... Belgium-Luscmburg.
Fourth........e.... Argenting..... ... Germany. co.c.cceeenenn.. Germany,
1913 1919 1922
Qreat, Britain. QGreat Britain...... .| Belglum-Luxemburg.
Belgium...... Belgium-Luxembur; QGreat Britain.
Germany..... .| Germany.......... -] United States.
.| United States. United States....covauuee. Germany,
1923 1024 1925
QGreat Britain............. QGreat Britain............. Great Britain.
Belgium-Luxemburg...... Belgium-Luxemburg...... Belgium-Luxemburg.

United States........ veeeo] GEIMANY. oo cnicaamaiaean Qermany,
Switzerland.....cceeaau.. United States.......-..... United States.
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Trade of United States with France by principal commodities or groups of
commodities during fiscal years 1912-13 end 1913-14, und calendar years

1928 and 1925

Commoditics 1912-13 1013-14 1923 1924
IMPORTS
Cheese and cheese substitutes. . .cocevameonnaecaaanens $785,965 | $1,032,817 | $1,588,350 | $1,400, 147
Hides and SKinS. - ooceoooiciiiaiciiamnraeaneannaan 5, 295, 6,448,814 | 5,400,322 , 203,771
Leathor. e e e eearmceccncencacesnsanammencedaonacaanns 871,101 | 1,081,079 | 1,560,182 086, 990
Leather gloves. . .oe oo oo cieaaaiereamac i eeaaee 3,097,824 | 3,828,033 | 3,775,007 3,735,034
Furs, undressed and dressed. .- cco.ceoemmimacnvacnaaans 2,516,112 087,214 | 3,084,819 | 3,439,072
Dirled DEANS. . e ca i ceacacicccccnnaraseeeaanceaan 393,078 455,880 | 1,038,831 297,135
Mushrooms and truflles. ccuoccecemnonivnemnicacoceaana. 842, 82 ,360 { 1,057,038 1,282,494
Walnuts and other tablonuts. .« cccvvrercrrerennaacan. 3,274,316 | 3,215,066 | 4,337,288 5, 519,314
OlVEOIl. . .« ceee e ceieeiacennaciccccccscannan aassnnnsann 1,497,948 | 1,530,650 | 1,145,501 1,074,
Spices, principally vanilla beans..... 864), 7 503,030 { 1,659,845 | 2,087,
Rubber and manufactures........ 3,328,081 | 1,545,807 935, 24 1,633,613
Essent!al and distilled oils " ") 1,588,476 | 1,805,003
Be0dS.eenneneccnnaannan 874,787 | 1,605,227 1 1,621,107 2,890, 682
Bulbs and nursery stock 452,525 528, , 026, 980,
Cotton manufactures.... .| 12,395,206 | 14,881,541 { 14,001,905 |. 16,402,486
Flax, hemp, and ramie manufactures..-.o.veeeeannen.. 1,947,311 | 1,385,677 | 1,139,249 , 672,630
Woaol and wool manufactures.......... cacaeea.| 2,087,023 | 5,427,747 , 200, 4 , 239,
*Bllk and silk monufactures......ccev-- weeene..| 15,271,568 | 18,946, 142 | 20,824,859 | 18,371,160
Hats, matertals and teimmings. .. ccceoeavenevacaane 705,266 892,005 | 1,237,144 788,
Rags and other paper St0CK. -« ocvoeeemmirnianninaneae. 903, 560 903,752 | 2,399,360 | 2,014,206
CigArette PBPOT . .« oo vevcccceacaccaecuomcnnmsntmmmnaamcas 590,353 723,264 | 2,880,782 | 2,006,142
Qlassware, porcelain, ete... . _.. eemeeememsmancmcencoans , 834, )y 1,966,013 | 2,488,830
Precious stones and pearls and imitations. ............. 6,324,163 | 6,087,855 | 9,342,117 7,227,455
Iron and steel and ManufaCtAres. . . .coceencccanecanen. 722,327 635,623 | 2,217,284 { 2,680,
Copper snd manufactures.......... acececscncancana - 281,045 258, 725 965, 107 508, 930
Platinum. e iccecmccccncaarceemie e 1,451,927 068,173 | 1,184,072 959, 830
JeWelrY . o cencecaecriccciiccccaanaaana- 00, 239 334,405 77, 062,976
Manufactures of gold and silver. 081,349 805,625 | 5,500, 144 3,430, 806
Chemicals, all others.......... 4,211,558 | 4,547,802 1 3,777,208 2, 880,077
Fertilizers. ........... PR 71, 44,0 , 620, 3,456,368
Soaps, perfumes, and cosmetics. 1,044,108 [ 2,137,721 | 4,979,183 5,247,878
Motion-picture films and others. 814,603 | 1,000,939 | 1,628,615 1,051,781
rEWOrks. ...cecoecncenanann _| 22,201,050 | 22,924,346 [ 9,901,866 | 11,183,162
Beads and beaded articles. . ...coceeoinmienmmricnenaeans 521,292 855, 5! 2,301,188 , 923,
Total importS...oucea-.c . ..|101,042, 642 [110, 910, 643 (128, 562, 863 | 125, 807,472
EXPORTS
Pork products. .... weepemensescmcnaacs 2,150,835 567,816 | 7,308,273 | 4,804,737
ondensed, evaporated, and dried mil 3 (1) 1,210, 963 471,164
thHer.. . ocmeeccnscrnncens 1,076,433 768,056 | 2,212,910 1,908, 220
Furs, undressed and dressed ,004,886 | 1,038,888 | 3,349,441 , 202
Wheat and wheat flour...__. ..| 5,037,674 | 5,448,520 | 6,770,886 | 10,509,050
Other cereals and cereal products. ... cceeecucencaeanna. 1,078,011 84,838 | 3,497,090 y
Dried, evaporaied, and canned fruts. . .....ocoaeeen... 1,475,208 | 1,590,534 24, 27: 1,870,255
Refined sugar........... eeeeemmresrreccsaanceccemnnaann (%) (2 3,880,802 | 2,846,442
Leaf tobacco. ... cecetmemcerocnan 4,815,201 | 4,783,281 | 5,151,390 | 5,716,041
Raw cotton. . S .| 64,137,024 | 73,918, 742 (101,955,729 | 114,329, 163
Lumber, including logs. . .. ............. cemenn weceacane 2,078,364 | 2,010,546 | 1,203,7 1,385,515
Staves..... RS weee-o] 1,367,518 | 1,117,827 892, 7 1,071,583
€08l 804 COKO. . nuveennceenconnccnnncncsoccisnnnannnsonn 108, y 6, 959,318 2,424,168
Petroloum and products. ... cccceaa.. cemesconmamananas 10, 502, 860 | 12,935,008 | 18, 737, 518 , 369, 334
Bulé.)hur or brimstone_.... . ocooono.. deeecmamemmaeeae 682, 8 851,050 | 1,478,112 | 1,527,094t
Refined copper and manufactures.. .....cccveeeeaeeaes 21,057,399 | 25,456,086 | 27,950,196 | 27,403,177
o am s ne s n e e a S AR AL R, s 34,315 3967 , 080, 1,411,22(
Zine. ........ anaeensnen csscencvaranane vememcecneacessnn (U] () 018, 769 1,499, 54¢,
Electrical machinery and apparatus... 381,975 377,847 | 2,808,431 , 248,373
Agricultural machinery....... aeeoeann 3,394,644 | 4,148,521 | 4,620,377 | 9,222,522
Other machinerya.. . o.ceeeveeeonann-- 5,423,674 | 5,218,978 | 9,117,775 , 543,
Motor vehicles, except engines and tire 791, 745 , 103,481 | 4,242,001 4,981,972
Chemicals, drugs, dyes, and medicines 1,430,363 | 1,743,025 | 3,294,010 | 2,285,523
Motion-picture films and others....... 131, , 205 44, 014 819, 879
Total exXPOrtS..c.veececccnnccccnrencnan maeemaccan 128, 241, 518 (143, 430, 775 (220, 420, 945 { 200, 997, 476

1 None listed by countries.
$ None listed.

1 Exports of plgs, bars, plates, and old lead included in manufactures of lead prior to 1916.

Senator HarrisoN. Are you going to discuss the amount France

gets from German reparations$

Mr. Jones. I can give you a table on that also. .
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Senator HarrisoN. Or is there someone more familiar than you,
Mr. Jones, who is going to give us those facts, and who could prob-
ably draw some conclusions as to the results flowing therefrom.

The CuairMAN. We already have that. And I intend to state
that in the remarks I will make.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. The Dawes agreement can not help
France so much in getting dollars, because all the reparations are
paid in German marﬂs, and those marks can only be used in the pur-
chase of German goods, and the German goods are under the control
of the Reparations Commission. France has been getting some
advantage from the Dawes adjustment plan through the purchase
of coal and some things of that sort with those German marks.

The CuamrmaN. But, Senator Jones, she has also in the exchange
usedkthat reparation fund for balancing the exchanges with foreign
markets.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. No, Mr. Chairman, I think your
information is not accurate on that.

The Cuarman. Well, let us see—

Senator JoNes of New Mexico (continuing). At any rate, to any
considerable extent for as I understand it the Reparations Commis-
sion has not thus far permitted any transfer of funds so far as cash
is concerned.

The CuarMan. But transfer of credits is what they are permit-
ting. There is no one drawing reparaticns from Germany who has
drawn the full amount of their reparations in goods but they have
had a transfer of credits.

Senator JoNks of New Mexico. }rance has been buying goods from
Germany and that is the way she has been getting the benefit of
reparations.

Mr. Joxks. She has been buying coal and some agricultural ma-
chinery has been taken in the north but not much of the latter.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. She has not been getting dollars,
or English pounds from Germany.

The CrairMaN. She has been getting credits out of Germany.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Germany has not created any
credit in the United States or in England or France.

The Cuarman. If she did not have credit she could not get
exchange, . ,

Senator Jones of New Mexico. She has not been getting exchange.

The Cuairman. Oh, yes.

Senator HarrisoN. Is it not a fact that France has gotten all its
reparations from Germany in goods? :

Mvr. JonEgs. No; she has had some cash.

Senator HarrisoN. But if that is coming on later for our benefit,
all right, I will not go into it now. :

The Cuairman. The Treasury Department will take that up.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. You will find tables on page 133
of this French ﬂam hlet.’

Mr. Brair. They have received about 5 per cent available in cash;
they have received less than $700,000,000 by way of reparations.
On the other hand, Belgium has received about half a billion dollars.

Senator WarsoN. When you say a half a billion dollars do you

mean cash?
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Mr. Brair. The same thing was done in Belgium, reparation
credits were applied against deliveries in kind.

Senator Harrison. Did Italy get any?
k'l\ﬁr. Bramr. Some, but again there they have had deliveries in -

ind.

Senator JonEs of New Mexico. Is there a statemént in this printed
pamphlet entitled “ France and Her Capacity to Pay,” showing the
amount of cash transferred?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. It is consolidated on page 133 of
this pamphlet. '

Senator Jones of New Mexico. I should like, if we can, to get it
separated. A

r. Lrar. We can give you the actual figures. It is $34,000,000
in round figures. It has been immediately applied against payments
for deliveries in kind. The cash was not turned over for use but
was applied to purchases of coal.

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. That I should take it would be a
commodity transaction. In other words, dollars or English pounds
did not go out of Germany.

Mr, Brar. No. Tliely got coal instead.

Senator Harrison. Mr. Jones, here is the thought running in my
mind: The American people during the war were pretty heavily
taxed, especially the rich, and industries of this country throug
various taxes. Were the French industries and the French people
of every class, including the wealthiest, taxed about the same as our
people 1n the United States, or less, or more; and what has been the
policy of France with respect to the amount of taxation imposed
on her various industries and classes of people since the war and up
to this time as compared with the taxes we have imposed upon
the American people? That is what I should like to get a com-
parison of,

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. You will find a lengthy compari-
son on page 97 of this pamphlet entitled “ France and Her Capacit
to Pay.” There is shown a comparison of the taxation in Englan(i
France, and the United States.

Senator Harrison. Is that correct? :

Mr. Jones. It is substantially correct, I understand.

Mr. Bramr, This French pamphlet has been checked and I under-
stand is correct. If you take the total taxes of France, national
and local, and base them on the 1924 rates that the French people
pay, it represents over 20 per cent of their national income being
paid in taxes; that is, the actual receipts collected in one form or
another as against in the United States, roughly speaking, 11 per
cent. L

Senator Harrison. That is for the year 1924?

Mr. Bram. Yes, sir. '

Senator Harrison. How about the years 1919, 1920, 1921, and
1922, and on back in there? »

Mr. Brair. It is true, I think—if Mr. Jones will permit me--that
the French Government did not tax their people as heavily as they
should have done during the war, and since the war they have
relied too heavily on reparations. . S

»
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Senator HarrisoN. That is what I want to get.

The Cuairman. That is true up to 1921.

b Senator Hanrison. All the facts along that line I should like to
ave.

Mr. Jones. You will find a paragraph in the table giving infor-
mation as to the sorts of taxes used and the amounts yielded by
each class of taxes.

Senator HarrisoN. Since 19212

Mr. Jongs. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. But not before the year 1921°?

Mr. JonEs. No.

Senator Haruison, That would not show how the taxes of France
‘compared before 1921 with those imposed upon the American people.

r. Bramr. No, sir.

The CHalrMAN. We imposed rather burdensome taxes during the
war. Irance did not begin to do that until 1920 and 1921,

Senator Jonks of New Mexico. And that is where I think France
made her greatest mistake,

Senator HarrisoN. That is the reason they should not holler so
much at this time,

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Yet, when you remember that
one person in five of the population of France was engaged in
he war, you will realize the situation that confronted that coantry.
. Mr. JoNes. And also when you consider the fact that the indus-
:rial districts of France were occupied.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Practically the whole of the able-
odied population of France were in the war.

Senator HarrisoN. But they had a great industry there and were
making much money.

The Cuairman. But that is all of the past.

Senator HarrisonN. That is true; but when one is called upon
o vote in favor of relieving the French taxpayer and putting it
m the American taxpayer, these matters must be taken into con-
“deration.

The Cuair: \N, What we have to consider now is how much
noney we can get.

Mr. Bramr. You have to deal with the present situation, in fact,
10 matter what has taken place in the past.

_The ?CHAIRMAN. Mr. Jones, have you anything else you want to
ut in

~Mr. Jongs. That is all, except this summary: France has had,
uring recent years, a high degree of aﬁparent prosperity, but it
- a prosperity that has been based on the steady fall in her cur-
'ency, which has given to export trade, and indeed to interior trade,
n unusual impetus. The heavy debt, the heavy early maturities,
he depreciating currency that i1s destroying her o;'):ratin capital,
he unfavorable balence of trade, and the probable unfavorable
alance of payments, and the hard times that must come as soon
s _stabilization arises, all make the prospect for the country any-
_ing but a bright one. Her tax system, one must admit, 1 deg-
ient. Taxes were not as high as they perhaps should have been
mmediately after the war; and even now there are some classes
_ France which do not pay adequate taxes, but there are others
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in France which do not pay adequate taxes, but there are other
classes which are very much overtaxed.

Senator HarrisoN. What classes?

Mr. Jones. The farmers for example, pay very little. Even the
agricultural associations in France, which would not have a natural
bent that way, admit that there ought to be a very serious revision
of the taxeilpaid by the farming interests, '

Senator HarrisoN. How about capital ¢

Mr. Jones. Capital is heavily taxed, and the salaried class are
very much over-taxed. Take it by and large, while there are inequi-
ties, it certainly is true that France is paying a very high proportion
of her national income in taxes, probably 20 per cent. : And those
taxes must be very considerably increased in order to meet payments
on foreign obligations to England and the United States. Takin
itfl;y and large, then, France certainly has very difficult years ahea
of her.

Senator Rxep of Pennsylvania. Her inheritance taxation is very
heavy, is it not ¢ .

Mr. Jones. Yes; that is also heavy.

The CuairmaN. Anything else? -

Mr. JonEes. I believe not. May I consider my duties here at an
end? I should like if possible to make my sailing to-morrow. I am,
however, at your disposition.

Senator HarrisoN. Could not we adjourn until Monday ?

Mr. Bramr. Mr. Jones is going to sail to-morrow.

The Cuamrman. I think we are through with Mr. Jones.

Senator HarmisoN. I should like to have Mr. Dwight Morrow and
Mr, Lamont before the committee. I take it they could give us very
valuable information. I should like to have some one from the State
Department, and probably Mr. Winston.

ir. BLair, Mr. Lamont would tell you probably the same thing
that Mr. Morrow would tell you.

The Cramman. And as to the State Department, there is nothing
they can give us that is not already available to us, except confi-
dential matters, which of course they could not give us.

Senator HarrisoN. Then might we have Mr. Dwight Morrow here
on, we will say, Wednesday at 10.30 o’clock ?

The Cratrman. I will see if I can get him,

The committee will now stand adjourned until Wednesday morn-
ing at 10.80 o’clock. Mr. Jones, we thank ﬁ'ou for coming.

r. JoNes. And I wish to thank you for the courtesy shown me,

(Whereupon, at 1145 a. m., the committee adjourned to meet
again on Wednesday morning, June 16, 1926, at 10.30 o’clock a. m.)
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FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 1926

UNiTED STATES SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 10.30 o’clock a. m., pursuant to adjournment,
in the hearing room of the committee in the Senate Office Building,
Senator Reed Smoot (chairman) presiding.

Present: Senators Smoot &chau‘man), Curtis, Watson, Reed of
Pennsylvania, Ernst, Shortridge, Jones of New Mexico, Harrison,
and Bayard. ‘

The CuairmaN. There is a quorum of the committee present,
This meeting was called for the purpose of hearing Mr. Dwight
Morrow, of New York, at the request of a number of members of
the committee. Mr. Morrow, are you prepared to go on now?

Mr. Morrow. I am at the service of the committee; I have not
prepared any statement.

The Cuarrman. Very well.

STATEMENT OF MR, DWIGHT W. MORROW (MEMBER OF J. P.
MORGAN & C0., NEW YORK), ENGLEWO0OD, N. J.

The CHaimrMaN. Now, Senator Harrison, any questions you want
to ask him, you may proceed. .

Senator HarrisoN. I want to ask him some questions. But you
may go ahead if you want to ask him anything.

The CHairMAN. I have no particular questions to ask him, Sen-
ator. '

Senator Harrison. Mr. Morrow, for the ;;lurpose of the record
state your place of residence and membership in any firm, an
business. '

Mr. Morrow. I am a resident of Englewood, N. J.; I am a partner
in the firm of J. P. Morgau & Co., in business in New York City.

Senator HarrisoN. Have you ever been connected with the Gov-,
ernment in any way? :

Mr. Morrow. Not permanentl{& I was abroad, during the last
year of the war, with the Allied Maritime Transport Council, under
appointment of President Wilson; and I served on the President’s
Aircraft Board last year, : .

Senator Harrison. What was the term that you served ¢

Mr. Morrow. Approximately two months, last fall.

51
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Senator HarrisoN. And since that time you have been engaged in
your banking business in New York?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir,

Senator HarrisoN, Has your firm made any loans or been instru-
mental in making any loans to any foreign country since the war?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Harrisox. Will you state the circumstances under which
they were made, and what loans were made, and to what amount
they were made, and when? ‘

Mr. Morrow. I should have a full list of them in order to state
them accurately, but I will be very glad to state it from memory and
correct it later, if you will permit me.

Senator HarrisoN. Yes, :

Mvr. Morrow. Since the war we have placed loans of European-
nations as follows:

One loan to Great Britain of $250,000,000 in 1919; six loans to
Belgium, one of $25,000,000 in 1920, one of $50,000,000 in 1920, one
of $3,000,000 in 1921, one of $30,000,000 in 1924, one of $50,000,000
in 1924, and one of $50,000,000 in 1925, Some of these Belgian loans
were for purposes of refunding the preceding ones. '

One loan to Austria of $25,000,000 in 1923; two loans to Switzer-
land, one of $20,000,000 in 1923 and one of $30,000,000 in 1924; one
loan to Germany of $110,000,000 in 1924 ; three loans to France of
$100,000,000 each. The first one, I think, was in 1920, and the last
of the three was in 1924 or 1925.

And we have made one loan of $100,000,000 in 1925 to Italy.

In addition to the foregoing. loans for European nations, loans
were also made to Cuba and to South American countries, to Canada,
to Australia, and to Japan.

Senator HarrisoN. Now, let us get those to France first. The
first loan you were instrumental in making to France was in 1920?

" Mr. Morrow. In 1920, I think. '

Senator Harrison. How much?

Mvr. Morrow. $100,000,000.

" Senator HarrisoN. And then you made three others?
~ Mr. Morrow. Two others to France. :

Senator HarrisoN. Two others to France?

Mr. Morrow. Yes. : .

Senator HarrisoN. When were those?

Mvr. Morrow. The first one, as I have said, was in 1920, and then
one in 1921 of $100,000,000 and one in 1924 or 1925 of $100,000,000.

Senator Harrison. That is all you have made to France?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. '

Senator Harrison, That was to the French Government ?

- Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.
« Senator HarrisoN. And you were instrumental in selling the bonds
in this country?

Mr. Morrovw. Yes, sir. -

" Senator HarrisoN. To whom, generally speaking?

Mr. Morrow. Well, that would perhaps require a little explana-
tion. You ask if we made these loans. The real procedure is that
we would head a large group of people who would make the loans.
Our task would be the organization of a country-wide syndicate of
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banks and banking houses, é)robably as many as a-thousand members,
and the bonds would be oftered publicly on behalf of this syndicate
to the people of the United States from one end of the country to
the other. And if you ask me to whom they were sold, that is a
difficult question. I have given quite a little study to that question.
We must rely vpon the information and statistics that we can col-
lect from those who sell the bonds to the ultimate investor. We have
no right to demand that information from the selling houses because
the investors are their clients. But I have made some study of that
question and have some data on it so far as it can be ascertained.

Senator HarrisoN. Generally in floating one of these loans, when
an organization gets together, certain banks underwrite so much, or
agree to take so many, or agree to sell so many; is that the process?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Now, were those loans made at the suggestion
of the French Government, or at the suggestion of the banking
interests of America, or your firm?

Mr. Morrow. Well, if you mean, did we seek the loan, or did
they seek it—— , _

S);nator Harrison (interposing). Well, who conceived the idea in
the first ?place that a borrowing was to be made, or a loan was to
be made? I assume that the French Government desired. to make
a loan and approach your firm, I just want a confirmation of that.

Mr. Morrow. Yes; I think that is true.

The CuamrMaN. They made an application ¢

"Mr. Morrow. Yes; they would make the application or suggestion.
" Senator HarrisoN. They made the application in each instance in
which loans were made?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Now, the last loan made to France was in 1925
for $100,000,000% :

Mr. Morrow. I think so.

Senator HarrisoN. At what date in 1925¢

Mr. Morrow. I brought practically no information with me, be-
cause I had no idea of the line your questioning would take.

Senator HarrisoN. You may supply it.

Mr. Morrow. I would be glad to supply the exact date. I think
I can tell you roughly. I think the last loan was publicly offered in
the latter part of November, 1924, a 7 per cent loan to France.

Senator HArRisoN. 1924 ¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Harrison. Then you did not make any loan in 1925?

Mr. Morrow. No; I think it was in 1924. T think the three loans
to France were Seg;tember, 1920, which was an 8 per cent loan to
refund France’s share of the Anglo-French loan that had been
made during the war; a 715 per cent loan made in May, 1921; and
a 7 per cent loan made late in 1924.

The Cuaimrman. September, 1920; May, 1921; and 1924¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

The Craman. The last one in 19241

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. '

Senator HarrisoN. Then we will note that correction.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. -
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Senator Hagrrison. The loans were $100,000,000 in September,
1920; in May, 1921, $100,000,000; and in 1924, $100,000,000¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Have you been approached since that 7 per
cent loan was made in 1924, by the French Government or any
representatives of it, for a loan?

r. Morrow. We have had discussions with France about loans,
but we have not had any application for a loan from the Govern-
ment.

Senator Harrison. Well, what do you mean you had discussions

with them but no af)plicatlon?
" Mr. Morrow, Well, the way the thing works is this, Senator: We
have a branch house in Paris, and the French have a financial agent
here, who is an attaché of their embassy. Their problems have
been very complex and we are, in a sense, the bankers of France in
this country ; not their only bankers but one of their bankers. Their
financial problem—the problem of meeting their maturities and meet-
ing their interest and their exchange problems, and things of that
sort, they naturally discuss with us from time to time.

Senator HarrisoN. Then ﬂgrou are in pretty constant touch with
them either through your office in Paris or through your New York
office, as to their financial condition, being their financial agents in
America ? '

Mr. Morrow. Yes; on certain types of financial matters I should
say that we kept in close touch with them.

- Senator Harrison. Yes. Now, what are the arrangements that vou
ga,ve w;ith the French Government, as their fiscal agent in the United
tates '

Mr. Morrow. No arrangement that makes it necessary for them
to continue with us for a day longer than they think is to their
advantage.

The Cg}lAIRMAN. The same as any other depositor?.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. '

Senator HarrisoN. But i:ou have exclusive control over the making
of any loans by the French Government in the United States?

Mr. Morrow. I should have to answer that question no. There is
nothing to prevent them making loans from anybody in the United
States that they desire. '

Senator Harrison. Well, you feel like, under your arrangements
they would take it up with éyou, and you would have knowledge of
it if they should, do you not

Mr. Morrow. We would feel, I think, that it would be very sur-
prising if they did not.
~ Senator Harrison.- You feel like they have always taken up any
arrangement with you since that arrangement was entered into?

Mr. Morrow. We would feel just about like a lawyer who is repre-

senting a client would feel if the client went to another lawyer .
without talking to him. :
_ Senator Harrison. Now, in 1920, when you floated the first loan of
100,000,000, what were the interest rates and the commissions, and
o forth, with reference to that loan?

Mv. Morrow. That loan was an 8 per cent loan,

The CHAmRMAN, And the length of time?
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Mr, Morrow. On all these questions I would be very glad to fur-
nish detailed answers from the records.

Senator Harrison. I understand.

Mr. Morrow. But I am very glad to answer with complete frank-
ness so far as my recollection goes. That was an 8 per cent loan.
The offering price to the public, I think, was par, andp the net price
received by France was, I think, 94. -

Senator HarrisoN. Those bonds, for how long did they run?

Mr. Morrow. For 25 years.

Senator Harrison, Twenty-five years?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And they drew 8 per cent interest?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HakrrisoN. An 8 per cent interest rate?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And they netted France about 94 per cent?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. What did Morgan & Co. get? What commis-
sion rates did you charge out of it ?

1\9141' Morrow. Well, we purchased the bonds from France outright
at 94.

Senator Harrison. Your firm did? ’

Mr. Morrow. Our firm purchased the bonds outright at 94, with
such 'a group of associates, small in number, that could be immedi-
ately assembled to divide that large risk, and then as soon as possible
thereafter we formed a country-wide syndicate to offer the bonds to
the public, of which syndicate we were a member, and got the same
commission, in proportion to the risk we took in that syndicate, as
all the other members of the syndicate. In that particular bond
issue I should say that we probably bought those bonds at 94 and
sold them to the syndicate at 95, of which we were a member, and
offered them to the public at par. .

Senator HarrisoN. Now, you say you bought them at 94; your
firm did?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And then you formed a syndicate and sold
them to the syndicate at 957

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And you were a member of the syndicate?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Harrison. Then your firm got the 1 per cent increase from
the syndicate ? )

Mr. Morrow. Well, as a practical matter we did not, in that issue.
We would associate two or three houses with us in the original
purchase who would go into the enterprise on the same basis that
we would. As a matter of fact, for our services and compensation
in that particular issue, as I recall it, we charged no commission
whatever. The two or three houses that took the initial respon-
sibility with us shared with us whatever the difference was between
the purchase price and the price to the syndicate. We would then

et our share of the profit of the syndicate just as the other houses
in the syndicate. I think, however, we charged no commission for
a managing fee or compensation. S
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Senator Harrison. Will you look back over your records and fur-
nish fur the record, then, what houses were with you on the 94 per
cent purchase?

Mzr. Morrow. I will be very glad to, Senator.

Senator HarrisoN. And if you can give to the committee for the
record what firms or baiking houses were members of the syndicate
that got tho 95 per cent?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. That would be a big list, Senator,
including a thousand names.

Senator HarrisoN. I should not imagine that list would be so big.
Thia f?inal list, who bought at par, would be the big list. Is that
right

%Ir. Morrow. No, the people who bought the bonds at par would
be the investing public. The names of those people would not be
known to us; they would be investors scattered all over the United
States. There might be as many as 20,000 or 30,000 of them. On
the other hand, the houses that were members of the bond syndicate
that sold the bonds would be known to us. There might be some
800 or 1,000 bankers and bond houses in that syndicate on whose -
behalf the bonds were offered to the public at par. As a matter of
fact, no two of these syndicates are ever exactly alike. You have to
meet the particular situation as it exists at the time. As I recall,
this particular bond issue was a very hard one to handle at the time,
and the gross spread between the price paid to France and the price
at which the bonds were ultimately offered to the public was some-
what larger than usual.

Senator HarrisoN. There would be no difficulty in giving for the
record the list of those who bought them and sold them to the public?

The Cuamrman. Bought at 951

Mzr. Morrow. That would be a list of 800 or 1,000 banks.

Senator Harrison. Yes,

Mr. Morrow. I would be glad to give you anything that would
help you in the problem before you. I really want to consider with

ou whether that would be a proper thing to make a public record
of the 800 or 900 houses that would be on what you might call our
syndicate list? '

Senator JoNes of New Mexico (interposing). That is a list or
clientele which you have built up from year to year?

Mr. Morrow. Precisely.

Senator Harrison. I understand it is not only your clientele but
the several houses that went in and bought it and paid 94 per cent,
and this list that bought and 95 per cent would be just as much of a
clientele of the houses that went in with you ¢

Mr. Morrow. No, it would not, Senator. The housés that went in
with us take their share of responsibility, but take none of the burden
of the management. We would determine who would be in the syn-
dicate offering the bonds to the public; we would do all the corre-
spondence and make the allotments.

Senator Harrison. I do not want you to disclose anything that
might affect your business.

- _ Mr. Morrow. Generally those things would not be disclosed, but I
do not want to say that I will not give them to you if, upon reflection,
you think it would be helpful in solving your problems.
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Senator HarrisoN. But these banking houses, which might be
800 in number, or more perhaps, they bought them at 95¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And sold them at par?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. But those figures are subject to correction
from the records. ,

The Cuamrman. But that is substantially correct?

Mr. Morrow. - Yes; but there might be in any issue an intermedate
group between the original purchases of the bonds and the large
bond syndicate of selling houses that offers the bonds to the public.
‘This intermediate group is sometimes deemed necessary, or desirable,
It divides the risk of the original purchasing group during the
period that it occupied in forming the larger syndicate which offers
the bonds to the public.

In the instance of the 1920 loan to France J. P. Morgan & Co.,
the First National Bank of New York, and the National City Bank
of New York purchased the bonds outright from the French Gov-
ernment at 94. An intermediate group with 36 members was then
formed. Of this group the three original purchasers were members.
This intermediate group took over the bonds from the original pur-
chasers at 95. There was then formed a country-wide syndicate of
between 800 and 900 members. This syndicate of which the three
original purchasers were members, acquired the bonds at 96 and
offered them to the public at 100. ' .

Senator HarrisoN. At that time you evidently got out an adver-
tisement or suggestion of the advisability of buyin§ these bonds,
and the sale of these bonds, and showed the particular advantages
of them and so forth. Will you furnish to the committee for the
record all the matter you got out at that time, and the suggestions
you made as to the advantages of this loan?

Mr. Morrow. I can furnish you the original bond circular, which
was probably advertised in several hundred papers all over the
United States. Particular individuals may have supplemented or
added to that advertisement themselves. That I would not be able
to gwe to you without a good deal of research throughout the country.

enator HarmisoN. You understand what the committee wants
with reference to that?

MMr. Morrow. Oh, yes; sir.

Senator HarrisoN. To get the viewpoint at that time as to the
advisability of the purchasing of the bonds.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Serthtor HarrisoN. You said it was very difficult at that time to
sell these bonds; that this was a very difficult loan to make.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. Why?

Mr. Morrow. The war was just over. The condition of France
at that time was difficult. If you compare it with the United States
it was much as if a war had been fought on our soil, and an indus-
trial area comparable to the whole States of Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania had been laid in waste.
People were coming back from the war and starting to rebuild.
France, in that condition, was asking the people of another country
to loan money to France to help replace the great loss of capital
they had suffered in the war. They had a payment to meet in this
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country as a result of their share of the Anglo-French loan. The
rate of interest, which was 8 per cent, as compared with rates before
the war, indicated the difficulty of placing the loan. If you see the
remnants of the picture this summer, Senator, it will indicate to
f'ou the problem that confronted France six years ago and the prob-
em than confronted bankers who were trying to enlist the savings
of other people to help France get back on her feet.

Senator HarrisoN. Now, in 1920, while they were floating that
lgan in %his country, they were floating a loan in England, were
they not

I\)J’r. Morrow. I do not know. I doubt that.

Senater HarrisoN. You are not sure about that?

Mr. Morrow. I would rather feel that they were not.

Senator Harrrsox. Well, were they floating a loan in England,
or any other country, in 1921, when they made their second loan in
this country? :

Mr. Morrow. I doubt that very much.

Senator HarrisoN. Would you look into that and advise us in the
record about that?

Mr. Morrow. I will be very glad to. .

Senator HarrisoN. And the terms of whatever the loan was that
they mlt\lg' have made in any other country at that time?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

The CHamMaN. I can say this, Senator, in the discussion of the
British loan with the Debt Commission, the only debt that they
have ever brought to our attention was the original war debt that
was created during the war, in Great Britain.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Would it interrupt if I were to
ask: What is this Anglo-French indebtedness that you have just
spoken of ?

Mr. Morrow. It was a loan of $500,000,000 on which IFrance and
England were jointly and severally liable, made in this country before
America entered the war.

Senator HarrisoN. And those loans carried what interest rate?

Mr. Morrow. That was a five-year loan that was made. I think,
in 1915, I would be answering that from memory, but I should say
that was a 5 per cent loan.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. May I ask, how was that loan
finally liquidated, that $500,000,000 obligation?

Mr. Morrow. It was paid, one-half of it by England and one-half
of it by France. '

Senator Jones of New Mexico. And where did France get her
money with which to pay? .

Mr. Morrow. A-portion of it by making this 1920 loan about which
Senator Harrison has just been asking me.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, that was only a $100,000,000
loan, I believe.

Mr. Morrow. I think that is correct. I think that was a $500,
000,000 loan. I think my statement about that is correct, but——

The CHamrMaN (interposing). Was any part of it refunded?

. Mr. Morrow. Except so much as you have just spoken of, I think
not. I think that was a $500,000,000 loan, the Anglo-French loan,
was it not? Of course, France had shipped considerable gold, both
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to this country and to England, and she had made some loans, known
as French city loans. I think she would have been glad to have
borrowed more than $100,000,000, but we thought that was as much
at that time as this country could absorb. L

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. 1 would really like to know a little
more in detail, if you could furnish the information, as to how that
loan was liquidated. '

Mr. Morrow. I would be glad to get you all the knowledge we have
got on that, Senator. Of course, the streams from which interna-
tional balances are actually settled are things that are not wholly
within the knowledge of anyone,

Senator Jones of New Mexico. I was wondering how France
obtained the international balance to liquidate that amount.

Mr Morrow. Well, she made very substantial gold shipments dur-
ing that first year or two. But so far as that is within our knowl-
edge I will be glad to furnish you the information.

he Anglo-French Loan was made in October, 1915, to France
and Great Britain jointly. The amount of the loan was $500,000,000. .
‘The interest rate was 5 per cent. The loan matured October 15,
1920. On the date of maturity the British paid off one-half the
loan and the French paid off one-half the loan. :

As to how France secured the funds to pay off her one-half of the
Joan it is important to remember that France made in September,
1920, a new loan of $100,000,000, the net proceeds received by her
beingl$94,000,000. This amount undoubtedly furnished a portion of
the funds needed by France to take up her one-half of the Anglo-
French loan maturing in the following October. As to the rest of
the sum due from France on the Anglo-French loan, France had
accumulated balances in New York, so far as we know, through the
‘shipment of gold from France, amounting to about $45,000,000 in
1920, through the avails of the loans to the French cities and prob-
ably through the balance available from sales of goods, and all those
other items which enter into international balances.

Great Britain’s half of the loan was paid off without any fresh
borrowing in 1920, 8robably through the §275,000,000 in gold shipped
to this country by Greas Britain in 1920.

Senator Harrison. Now, about the 1921 loan. Will you tell us
how long these bonds ran, and what were the arrangements as to
interest charges, and so on, about that.

Mr. Morrow. That was a 714 per cent loan. I think it was a 20-
year loan, and it was offered to the public at 95. The net price which
was paid to France was 90,

Senator HarrIsoN. So the public got those bonds at 959

Mr. Morrow. The public %ot those bonds at 95. There was a very
large sinking fund in that bond issue, which provided that during
the first five years $750,000 a month was to be paid by France to be
used in buying the bonds on the market. Nearly half of that loan
has been paid off by the operations of that sinking fund.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. A very large part of the 8 per cent
bonds of 1920 have also been retired by the sinking fund.

Mr. Morrow. Yes; a large part of it has, Senator.

Senator Harrison. In completing this loan, did you organize your
syndicate along the same lines as you did in the other cases?
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Mr. Morrow. Along the same lines, yes, Senator, but there are no
two of them that are exactly alike, but the general line is 'iust as 1
have described it in answer to your questions in regard to the other.

Senator HarrisoN. As I understand it then on the second loan
France got 90 cents on the dollar?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And you sold them to the public at 95 pe: cent?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. And what did you let them go to.the bankers
who sold them to the public for? At what figure?

Mr. Morrow. I would want to give you those figures accurately
from the record. My recollection would be that the spread for the
initial group who took the initial risk was probably about one-half
of 1 per cent on that loan instead of 1 per cent. The way it works is
this: You can quite easily understand it if you will try to visualize
what happens at the time. In certain types of bonds certain bond
houses scattered all over the country may be very much interested
. in selling bonds for a 3 per cent spread. At other times they may be

interested for 2 per cent; and other times not interested for less
than a 4 per cent spread. During the war and immediately after
large spreads were necessary because of the expense of selling. The
tendency since 1921 has been to get the spread smaller. But it is the
difficulty of going and finding a saver who is willing to make his
investment in this particular thing, which, in a sense determines the
compensation. Of course, we are interested in having that spread
between the purchase price and the ultimate sale price as small as
possible in the interests of the borrower, and as large as necessary
to fairly compensate the bond houses of the United States who
engage 1n this particular business,

. The Cramsay. Those bonds are all payable in gold?
.. Mr. Morrow. They are all payable in gold.

Senator HakrisoN. Did you find as much difficulty in floating this
second loan as you did the first ?

* Mr. Mokrow. I think more.

Senator Harrison. It was more difficult ?

Mr. Morrow. Yes.

Senator HarrisoN. Why?

.. Mr. Morrow. Well, I do not know the particular condition of the
bond market at the time or the price that had been put on it, or what
factor it was, but my recollection is that that bond issue did not go
quite as well as the first one.

Senator HarrisoN. At that time you had no doubt of the ability
of France to pay, the same as you did the one before when you
floated the first borids, or the first issue, did you?

Mr. Morrow. We would not have offered them to the public if we
had not believed they were a safe investment.

Senator HarrisoN. And there was no doubt at that time in the
minds of the bankers that it was a safe investment ¢

Mzr. Morrow. That was our belief,

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. The interest rate expresses your
-opinion of the relative safety, does it not?

Mr. Morrow. Yes; the interest rates express the relative credit of
the country. . The interest rate is not determined entirely by us.
The interest rate is determined by the market for that kind of se-
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curity at the time. You can pick up the gaper this morning and
take the market price of foreign bonds and very accurately gauge
what a security of the same class would have to be priced at in order "
to make it an attractive investment for any of you that would be
investing your money, or for any of your neighbors at home. That
is the way prices are made. They are made by the market.

Senator HarrisoN. Was there any understanding, at the time you
floated this second loan, that any part of it was to go to settle the
first loan, or any of the Anglo-French loans, or any to the Govern-
ment, when those bonds were sold ¢

Mr. Morrow. I do not think so, Senator. I think we saw that

- the Government needed the money for what seemed a constructive
purpose and we furnished them the money and they used it for that
urpose.
P Sgnator HarrisoN. Well, what was the purpose that France needed
this second loan for, as you recall ?

Mr. Morrow. I think there were probably some maturities at that
time, and some new capital required in connection with their recon-
struction work, and heavy payments for wheat purchases made in
this country. But there again I would have to study the records
in order to answer the question with any accuracy. :

Senator HarrisoN. Now, will you furnish also in connection with
the second issue, such ‘advertisements, and such suggestions as you
made to your clientele as to the ability of France to pay? You
known what I am hitting at there.

; Mr. Morwow. I would be glad to. It was all sent out in circular
orm. ‘

Senator HarrisoN. Now, in 1924 were you instrumental in sending
out another $100,000,000 lcan to France?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator HarrisoN. What were the terms of that loan?

Mr. Morrow. That was a 7 per cent loan that, I think, was offered
to the public at 94, and the price paid to the Government was 89.

Senator HarrisoN. What was the interest rate; 7 per cent?

Mr. Morrow. Seven per cent.

: Se;mtor HarrisoN. Did you have any difficulty in floating that
oan

Mr. Morrow. Well, none of this was easy, if that is what you
mean, Senator.

Senator Harrison. Well, I mean by that, was it more difficult than
the prior loan, or less difficult ¢
b lf\ r. Morrow. My recollection is 4¢hat it went better than the loan

efore. '

Senator Harrison. Why?

Mr. Morrow. That is not a very easy question to answer—

Senator HarrisoN (interposing). I can appreciate that.

My, Morrow. I think so many factors enter into it; it depends
upon how many other issues are being offered at the same time;
what the state of the bond market is; all of those things go into
the question. .

Senator HarrisoN. Do you think the question entered into it that
France was recuperating somewhat from her condition over there,
and would be better able to meet them ¢
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Mr. Morrow. I think the rate indicates that,

Senator Curris. Did not the German situation somewhat affect it?

Mr. Morrow. Yes; there had been, in between, a German loan, of
which we sold $110,000,000 in this country. '

Senator REep of Pennsylvania. The Dawes plan had gone into
effect, too.

Mr. Morzrow. Europe was getting back further on its feet. We
had sold a portion of an Austrian loan, the reorganization of which
had been arranged through the League of Nations. And then we had
sold the American portion of the German loan, which was the out-
come of the Dawes plan,

Senator HarrisoN. Then it is your opinion that the interest rate -
being greatly reduced, from 8 per cent in 1920 to 714 per cent in
1921 and in 1924 to 7 per cent, that it indicated a better condition ?

Mr, Morrow. Europe was recovering. There is a marked differ-
ence between the 1921 loan, which was a 715 per cent loan, sold to
thegi)ublic at 95, and the 7 per cent loan sold in 1924 {o the public
at 94.

Senator HarrisonN. The interest rate does not always indicate a
healthy condition; it was the amount the country was going to get?

Mr. Morrow. Well, in thinking of the interest rate both the banker
and the investor look upon the real return that the money is paying,
which is determined not only by the amount of the coupon but is also
deltsrmined by the discount or the premium at which the bond is
sold.

Senator HarrrsoN. So that what we really see is that, while in
your opinion France was getting in a healthier condition economi-
cally, when she sold her bonds in 1920 she received 94 net; in 1921
fih?l received 90 per cent net; and in 1924 only 89 per cent on the

ollar, .

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. When you(}gave the sale price you
said 89. My recollection is that both the German and French 7s
were sold at 94.

The CuairmMaN. No; he—

ll\)atlg'. Morgrow (interposing). I was speaking of the price to the

ublic. .

P The Cuarman. Sold to the brokers at 942

Mr. Morrow. No——

Senator Harrison (interposing). In 1924 the Government re-
ceived net 89 per cent. :

Mr. Morrow. Yes; and the public paid 94, I think, Senator. I
do not want to let Senator Harrisdn’s question go unanswerzd, how-
ever. If you stop just with those figures, Senator, you really would
have no gauge at all.

Senator HarrisoN. I understand. '

Mr. Morrow. You see, you have in the 1920 loan an 8 per cent
interest coupon. -

Senator Harrison, Yes.

Mr. Morrow. And the loan sold by the Government at 6 per cent
.discount. ‘

‘Senator Harrison. Yes, .

Mr. Morrow. And when you come to the last loan you speak of,
in 1924, you have a 7 per cent coupon and an 11 per cent discount.
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Senator HarrisoN. Yes. ’ '

Mr. Morrow. You could readily tell from an amortization table
which of those bonds involved the lower rate of interest. '

Senator Harrison. Well, which, in your opinion, is the lower rate
of interest? : ’ ‘

Mr. Morrow. The cost to the Government of the 1924 loan was
lower than the cost of the 1920 loan, I think the rates have gone
lower as time went on. I think the 714, and the 7 per cent loans
were more advantageous to France than the 8 per cent loan.

Senator HarrisoN. Even though they received only 90 cents and
89 cents on the dollar.

Mr. Morrow. Yes; it is only a question of cost of money to them. .

The Cuamrman. And the length of time.

Senator HarrisoN. I understood the length of time was about
the same in all these issues, 20 to 25 years.

Mr. Morrow. I think approximately so.

Senator HarrisoN. I wish you would also furnish to the com-
mittee for its record all the advertisements that you furnished to
your clientele at that time as to the advantages of this issue. Not
a part of it, but all of it. A

ow, you said that since that time there had been some discussions
of loans, but no formal application made to your institution to make
a borrow. Is that due to the fact that the Government through any
of its representatives, or through any expression of the Govern-
ment, had said that no more private loans should be made to France
until this debt had been funded ?

Mr. Morrow. I think it has always been the custom of responsible
bankers before making a loan to a foreign government to notify the
State Department,

The CrHAmRMAN. In peace time or war time?

Mr. Morrow. Any time. The arrangement that has been com-
mented on a fgrem; deal in the public press, that was made in the
early part of President Harding’s administration, is the matter
probably in mind. Certainly it was always our custom, before
meking any loan, to notify the State Department.

Senator HarrisoN. You would sometimes take it up personally,
would you?

Mr. Morrow. We would generally send a letter telling them that
there was an application for a loan, etc., so that they would have
a record of it.

Senator HarrisoN, As a general rule, who is the member of your
firm who takes up these matters with the administration ¢

Mr. Morrow. There is no particular one. . ‘

Senator Harrison. Have you, since 1924, conferred with the Sec-
retary of State relative to these loans? As I understand you, you
first take it up with the Secretary of State, do you not?

Mr. Morrow. We generally send him a communication.

Senator HarrisoN. Yes. '

Mr. Morrow. Itisa veurely formal matter. .

- Senator Harrison. What was your answer to my question?

Mr. Morrow. I am not sure— ‘ S

Senator Harrison (interposing). Have you, since this loan was
made in 1924, taken up either by letter or personally by conviersation

9461—26—56
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with the Secretary of State, or any official of the State Department,
or has any representative of your institution taken up the matter
rélative to making any loans to France? o - '
.. Mr. Morrow. My recollection would be that we did not, Senator.
"Serator HarrIsoN. You do not think you have?
.Mr. Morrgw. That would be my best recollection.
" Senator Harrison. Well, have you or any member of your firm
conferred, either personally or.by letter, with_anyone in the Treas-
uri"DeKar_tment since 1924 touching a loan to France?
. Mr. Morrow. Well, I would not want to answer that ositively
without looking up the record, but I have not any recollection of
conferring with the Treasury Department about a loan to France
since the last one was made. We have not felt that the market
in America was such that a further loan could be placed by France
in this country until her situation got further cleared up. The
prices at which the present loans were selling—— )

Senator HarrisoN (interposing). Well, was that conclusion
reached, or was it aided by the expression of the administration that
'}m l((i)a(?? should be made by a foreign country until these debts were
unde

‘Mr. Mokrow. I think that that public expression by our Govern-
ment would have made it very difficult, if not impossible, for any
loan to be publicly offered in this country. S

Senator Harrison. Your firm has not tried in any way to influence
the department to change that policy, has it? '

Mr. Morrow. No. . ' S
- Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, it is generally thought that
the policy of the administration is that there shall be no further

private loans to France until the Government indebteduess is
adjusted, is it not? ,

Mr. Morrow. I think that has been stated publicly, and I assume
that is the policy of the Government.. ‘ .
. Senator HarrisonN. Weli, do Iyou not think that is a wise policy?

Mr. Morgow. I think an absolute rule of that kind might or might
not be a wise policy. I would rather not express an opinion upon
that, becguse it would only be an .opinion. I am not qualiﬁe£ I
suppose, to pass an opinion upon that, An absolute rule of that
kind might do quite a hurt to this country.

"'Senator Harrison. You are speaking generally of the country ¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. So far as— :

Senator HarrisoN (interposing). And not the bankers?

Mr. Morrow. Not the bankers., So far as we are concerned we
would respect the wishes of our Government in that respect, feeling
that they, whether the legislative or executive branch were the ones
who had the facts to determine that question rather than ourselves.

The CmairmanN. Mr. Morrow, to clear this up: Morgan & Co.,
bankers, when that notice or pui)lic announcement of the President
as to the policy was made, they took notice of that, no doubt; but
did the State Department, or any agency of the Government notify

_you in writing that that would be the policy of the Government, and
not to make farther loans until the foreign countries had settled their
indebtedness to America ! C o
imMt'. %Iomxow. I do not think any notice was sent out, that I

ow of.

a
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. The CuamrmaN. I know of none, | o
Mr. Morrow. I know of mome, " * °~ .. -
The Crairman, That is the reéason I asked you. ' It was sim’gly

an announcement of the President of the United States that that

should be the policy. And is it not a fact that all parties, and not
only the bankers, respect that announcement? - - = = -
Mr. Morrow. I think so. I think it was, as a matter of fact; in the
early part of President Harding’s administration" thdt ‘a group of
bankers met President Harding and an informal request was made
of them that in making any loans to foreign countries they notify the

State Department. So far as our firm is concerned, we always had’

done that anyway. So far as other firms that were present at that

conference were concerned, I assume that thereafter they did it also.

Senator WatsoN. Well, when you say, Mr.' Morrow, that you
always write a note and notify the department what you are about
to do, that means that you consult them about whether it is agree-

able that it shall be done, does it not? o o
Mr. Moreow. It is hardly that, Senator, Unless they see some

objection to it, why it goes on. ft is making a record so that you

will not be engaged in a negotiationn with a foreign government any-

(tiv}}ere that your Government might have some objection to' you

omng. : L ' ' :
Senator WatsoN. Yes. A

- Mr. Morrow. If the State Department does object, then we do not

goon. L o
Senzator Wamson. That is, it is the polisy of your house not to

go on . ’ .
Mr. Morrow. Yes; certainly, . ~ .~
Senator REep-of Pennisylvania. Mr, Chairman, perhaps to make

this clear it would be helpful to put in'at this %oint a quotation from

the last annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury. "It is rather

brief, and I will read it, . "~ = . =~ = ' L L .

* . The CmamrMan. Yes. " ‘
Senator Reep of Pern,

PIPRY

sylvania (reading): . =~ S
‘Early in 1925, after much  consideration, it was decided that it was con-
trary to the best interests of the United States to permit foreign governments
which refused to adjust or make a reasonable effort to adjust their debts to
the United States to finance any portion of their requirements in this country.
States, municipalities, and private enterprises within the country concerned
were' included in the prohibition. Bankers consulting the State Department
were notified that the Government objected to such financing. While the
United States was loath to exert pressure by this means on any foreign gov-
erument to settle its indebtedness, and while this country has every desire to
see its surplus resources at work in the economic reconstruction and develop-
nent of countries abroad;: ngtional interests demand that our resources be not
permitted to flow into countries which do not honor their obligations to the
United States and through the United States to its citizens, i ‘

That was early in. 1925, . ,

The CrAmMAN. I know that. , .

Senator HarrisoN. Now, Mr. Morrow, you stated that you did not
want to give {gup .opinion as a general rule on the proposition.
There might exceptions to it, as I understand. Now, take
France. Do you heljeve that there should be any issue sold in this
country or loan made in this country to France until this debt is
funded with France? '

’/ P
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Mr. Morrow. I think it would be impossible, Senator, to sell
another public loan of France in this country until it had balanced
its budget. :

Senator HarrisoN. Yes.- o

Mr. Morrow. And it could not balance its budget until it knew the
oxtent of its obligation under the war debts.

Senator HarrisoN. Well, you think, then, with reference to France
that it is a very good policy that the administration has ado%ted of
not encouraging any loans by the people of this country to France
until this debt is funded with France?

Mr. Morrow. I have no criticism of the proposition as stated in
the Secretary of the Treasury’s report.
~ Senator Harrison. Well, the Secretary of the Treasury in his

report, as I understand it, said “ where they were making a reason-
able effort to fund their debts.” Some might think that France
was making a reasonable sffort to fund their debt because they had
made a proposal which cur commission had turned down. But to
get down to the bald proposition, do you think that it is a good
policy or a wise policy to make no loan until this debt of France’s
was funded?

Mr. Morrow. That is too broad a question for me to answer,
Senator. Let us assume that somebody was selling some cotton from
Mississippi to England, and it was not to be paid for for two years,
That cotton might be sfxipped over there and the man in Mississippi
might be perfectly willing to take the obligation of the purchaser
payable two years from that date. That person would be making
4 loan to England for two years,

The CrairMaN. England settled her debt. :

Mr. Morrow. Suppose it were France or suppose it were Italy?

Senator HarrisoN. Well, of course I do not have in mind such a
transaction as that. I will put it this wag. Do you believe that your
firm would be justified in attempting to float a loan such as you have
designated here, three of them, or in smaller amounts, in view of
the administration’s policy and until this debt is funded? ‘

Mr. Morrow. We would feel that we were not justified in making
any logn or having any transaction with any foreign government
which was against the policy of our Government as expressed by the
heads of the Government. : : :

Senator HarrisoN. Yes. Then you do not think that any loan
should be made like that until this debt was funded with France?

Mr. Morrow. My answer to that question I think would be “ yes.”

Senator HarrisoN. Yes. Co S

The Cuamrman. Or at least until France had ratified it.

. Senator HarrisoN. Yes; until France had ratified it.

The Cuamrman, Yes. '

Senator HarrisoN. You were instrumental also, you said, in mak-
ing some loans to the Italian Government. Lo :

r. Morrow. One loan to the Italian Government.

Senator HarrisoN. What was the amount of that loan?

Mr. ‘Morrow. $100,000,000, - D - ‘
. Se;mtOr Hakrison. $100,000,000. - What were the terms of -that
oan C ‘ S ' o
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. .
-Mr. Morrow. They are set out in a letter that was written to Con-
essman LaGuardia that is in the record of the House committee.
%Tthink the price to the public was 9415, and the net amount received
by Italy was 90. L .

Senator HarrisoN. What interest rate did it bear?

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Seven per cent?

Mr. Morrow. Seven per cent. -

The Cuairman, Yes.

Senator HarrisoN. When was that loan consummated ¢

Mr. Morrow. Last winter.” I think November or December.

- The CrairmaNn. Well, it was right after the Italian settlement.

Mr. Morrow. Yes. ' ‘ C

Senator HarrisoN. Well, the bonds were sold after the Senate had
ratified the Italian debt settlement?

Mr. Morrow. I think they were sold before the Senate ratified the
Italian debt settlement.

Senator Harrison. They were sold before?

The CuairmaN. I doubt that, Mr. Morrow.

Mr. Morrow. That would be my recollection.

Senator Hakrison. I think without question they were sold before,
because the Italian debt settlement was not ratified until recently.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. I remember that the bond circular
was read into the record in the Senate during the debate on the debt
settlement.

Senator WaTtsoN. Yes.

Senator Harrison. I think you are right in that.

The CuairmaN. I think you will find that Italy had agreed to the
settlement before those bonds were sold.

Senator Hareison. Well, I am talking about the United States
Government agreeing to that proposition.

The Cuairman. Well, of course, Italy had agreed to it.

Senator HarrisoN. Well, may I ask the chairman, when was the
Italian debt settlement consummated with the Italian commis-
sioners, so the record will show?

. The CraairmaN. Do ‘{rou mean by the Senate?

Senator Harrison. When did you close your agreement and agree
and sign up with the Italian commissioners?

The CrairmaN. November 14, 1925,

Senator Harrison. November 14, 1925,

The Cuarrman. And you will find thet Italy had ratified this
agreement before those bonds were sold. But the Senate of the

nited States had not,.

Senator Harrison. Yes. Well, do you know the date when Italy
ratified the agreement? ‘ :
loTllgaz gHAIRMAN. It was ratified by the Italian Senate on February

X .

Sevrator HarrisoN, Now, in November, 1925, the United States
debt-settlement commissioners agreed with the Italian commissioners
on the funding of the Italian debt?

Mr. Morrow. Yes. '

Senator HarrisoN. And it was in December of 1925 that you sold
this $100,000,000 issue of Italian bonds in this country?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. .
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Senator Harmison. When did you begin. negotiationis with the
Italian Government to make this 10an to them? b

Mr. Morrow. I was down here on the aircraft inquiry at that time,
Senator, but I think that for some time Italy had been desirous of
borrowing money in this country. That loan really was a loan to
increase Italy’s gold reserve.” Italy had already balanced her budget
and wanted to get her gold position in shape so that she could work
back toward a completely stabilized currency. I think there had
been talk about that for some time before that--a long time.

Senator HargisoN. Would you say a year before that?

Mr, Morrow. I'would not want to venture the statement as to how
long it was. = . :

Senator Harrisox. Well, could you tell when ycu had closed your
contract with the Italian Government to float the loan? ' '

Mr. Morrow. I think it was within a week or two after the debt
settlement was agreed upon and announced. ‘I think before the
finance minister went back to Italy he arranged for this loan.

The Cuairyan, That is, the terms of the loan? ‘

Mr. Morrow. The terms of the loan.

Senator Harrison. In other words, you did not actually go into
the writing with the Italian Government, through her representa-
tives, to float the loan unti] after it had been consummated by the
United States commissioners with the Italian commissioners?

Mr, Morrow. Until after the debt settlement had been con-
summated ? '

-Senator HanrisoN. Yes.

Mr. Morrow. I do not think that any definite terms were talked
about until after that. I do not think the question was taken u;})‘.

Senator Harrison. Well, I"understood you to say that there had
been a good deal of conversation  about 1t for quite a long while
before December, 1925, ' o '

Mr. Morrow. Why, Senator, Italy—Italian representatives and
Ttalian peoplée—had talked about loans in this country I assume not
onéy with us but with other people for two or three or four years.

enator HarrisoN. Yes. " L

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Mr. Morrow, had not the Italian
banks of issue, the banks that issue paper money, borrowed from a
bm:lki?g syndicate before the time when this 7 per cent loan was
made ' ' ‘

", Mr. Morrow. Yes; T think banking cerdits had gone on backwards
and forwards for some time. ‘ -

. Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Those were tempordry devices
which were revised by this permanent loan after the debt settlement?

Mr. Morrow. They were really part of the machinery of commerce
in taking care of payments for wheat, cotton, and all the other things
that go abroad. SR

- Senator HarrisoN. Did-your house have anything to do with those
arrangements? ~ ' R Co e

Myr. Morrow. I think we participated in a temporary banking
credit, not to the Italian Government, but to a group of the leading
+ Italian banks. - - o , T S

Senator HarrisoN. So as & matter of fact, then, some of the credits
that had been given by some of the banking interests in America

’
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to certain banking interests in italy were taken care of with this
loan that you floated to the Italian Government? L

Mr. Morrow. I do not think so. I think that the public Italian
loan was not needed to take care of those banking credits, but
was held available to maintain their currency position. That would
be my best recollection. L ' ' o

The CrAIRMAN. And that was what your loan was for.

Senator Harrison. Do you think it had a tendency to stabilize
those credits? L

Mr. Morrow. No; I think those banking credits were ultimately

aid for through the ordinary machinery of trade, and that the
Fovernment held this new credit very solidly toward the uliimate
solution of its currency position. ‘ A _

The Cuamrnan. Well, the terms of the loan were finally agreéd
to l;y your bank, or Morgan & Co., and Count Volpi, were they.
not )

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

The CuamrMAN. And that was after he had been here as the
head ?of the Italian Commission and the settlement was agreed
upon .

er. Morrow. Yes, sir. .

Senator HarrisoN. Now, what was the exact date, if you know,

Mr, Blair, when the agreement was signed funding the debt with

Italz\ldy? _
r. BLair. November 14, 1925, :

Senator HarrisoN. And would you sa i'lust how long it took
to go into these arrangements with the Italian representative and
consummate the terms upon which you were to float this loan in
the United States following that? : ,

Mr. Morrow. I was down here at the time, and I would be speak-
ing merely from heresay. I had nothing whatever to do with the
Ttalian loan, either the negotiations or the arrangements for the
selling of it. " L ' ‘ :

Senator HarrisoN. Well, who did have?

Mr. Morrow. Well, I [ﬁ'esume the partners that were there in
New York; probably Mr. Lamont or Mr. Whitney. o

The CrairMaN. Well, I can say to you, Senator, I think it was
within about 15 days. :

Mr. Morrow. I can give you the exact date.

The CuHalrMAN. Because I remember Count Volpi and his com-
mission sailed toward the end of November, and they went direct
from here after the signing of that—at least within the next two
days, if not the day following—and the newspaper accounts gave
the information that they ‘were there and negotiating' this loan,

and I am quite sure it was within the 15 days. R
Senator HarrisoN. Did you confer with Count Volpi while you
were here servinf: in the aircraft investigation ¢ o '
Mr. Morrow. I never met' Count Volpi until after the debt settle-
ment was over. R S e
Scenator HarrisoN. Yes. - Well, did you confer with your col-
leagues in your institution touching this matter? 3
. Mr. Morrow. No, Senator; I did not have time. I was spending
all my nights and all my days with air men, = : ‘

PRI N A
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Senator HarrisoN. I know you were quite busy at that time,
Well, there is no question, thou%{, is tiere, Mr. Morrow, that
the ltalian representatives had taken it up with your firm some
time before this debt was actually funded by the representatives
of this Government and that Government? There is no doubt
about that, is there? And that the terms were pretty well under-
stood, although the contract was not actually entered into until,
you say, some time in December ?

Mr. Morrow. I should think the latter part of that was very
doubtful, Senator. I think that they talkeg with us about a loan
for some time. I think when you put that additional statement
on, that the terms were prett‘ylv well understood, that there would
be very much doubt about that. Terms of the loan are things
that are so much dependent upon the market condition at the time
the loan is offered or taken that they are almost the last thing
that are fixed upon. ,

Senator Harrison. Would you have objection and feel that it was
no province of the committee to put into the record the correspond-
ence and whatever written memoranda you have with reference to
the Italian Government touching that loan?

Mr. Morrow. Well, I personally have no objection whatever to
doing it. I think the question would be to what extent we would
want to make a public record of negotiations, analyses, maybe criti-
cisms, if you please, of the position of a foreign country. There is
nothing that we are not willing to take up with you and consider
with you whether it ought to be made a matter of public record.

- The Crammman. Italy may object, of course.

Senator HarrisoN. I understand. If there is objection to it I
appreciate, perhaps, the improgriety of putting it in, but I am just
asking you whether there would be objection to doing that?

Mr. Morrow. If you will indicate to me, Senator, what you want,
there isn’t anything that we have got with reference to these foreign
negotiations that, so far as we are concerned, we are not willinﬁ to
let you know. Now, as to what extent that should be made public.
we would like your counsel and advice.

Senator HarrisoN. Well, of course, you understand exactly what I
am trying to get at?

Mr. Morrow. Yes. :

Senator HarrisoN. Even though my questions do not signify it
you know exactl{rwhat I am trying to get at?

. Mr. Morrow. Yes. ‘.

Senator HarrisoN. Now, I find that that your first advertisement
was published in the papers on November 20 of the floating of this
Italian loan, six days after the signing by the American representa-
tives and the Italian representatives. So it is your belief that all
of this was not arranged within six days, but that evidently the
conversations had started some time before the American represen-
tatives signed the contract funding the debt?

Mr. Morrow., Why, S¢ i, I think conversations that took place
before the making of th.s contract could have been of the very
vaguest kind, and it all might have been arranged in two days or
‘three days. ) ) )

The CuairmMaN. In the meantime, the President had issued his
order, you know, that it was against the policy of the Government
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of (tlhe United States to make any loans until the settlements were
made. ‘

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. In other words, Mr. Morrow, you
were thoroughly familiar with the Italian conditions all along, and
it was a part of your business to be familiar with those conditions,
so'when the question of making the loan arose, why you knew just
exactly what you were doing?

Mr. Morrow. It is part of our business to be familiar with not
only the Italian conditions but it is part of our business to be able
to act very quickly when the right moment comes to sell a loan in
this country. You might determine one morning to offer a loan and
advertise it all over the United States the next morning.

Senator HarrisoN. Well, now, when you floated the Italian loan
in the United States and sold it to the public at 94145, which netted
to the Italian Government, I think you said 90, was it?

Mr. Morrow. Ninety, I think, Senator.

Senator HarrisoN. Ninety; and drew 7 per cent interest, you had
no doubt about the ability of Italy to ;my those bonds? And you
thought it was a good loan, did you not

Mr. Morrow. We thought it was a good loan or we would not
have offered it to the public. .

Senator Harrison. Yes.

The CuairmaN. Do you have any other security than the obliga-
tion of the Government? Or only the obligation of the Government?

Mr. Morrow. Nothing but the obligation of the Government.

The Cuairman. No preferential payment?

Mr, Morrow. Noj no, sir.

The CuarmaN. And what is the length of the loan?

Mr. Morrow. I think it is a 25-year loan.

Senator Harrison, It is quite similar in character to the last loan
you made to France, is it not? - o

Mr. Morrow. I think so. ‘

Senator HarrisoN. The Italian loan being sold to the public at
9415 and netting Italy 90, and drawing 7 per cent interest, and the
last French loan netted France only 89, and was sold at 94 to the
public, drawing interest at 7 per cent, so you loked upon the ability
of Italy to pay at that time as about the same as you did of France so
far as this 1ssue was concerned, did you not?

Mr. Morrow. We thought the market value of it could fairly be
measursd by the French issues.

Seuator HarrisoN. Yes. Now what is your opinion if this issue
had been ¥ut upon the market prior to the consummation of the
funding of the debt by our commissioners with the Italian com-
missioners, would you have been able to have floated that loan, or
would you have attempted it? .

'Mr. Morrow. Do you mean. in view of the announcement of the
Government, or excluding that factor? .

Senator Harrison. Before the announcement of the Government
that it had funded this debt with Ital?[r ulpon certain terms do you
believe that you could have floated this Italian loan which you did in
November, 1925, upon the same terms? S

Mr. Morrow. If I understand. your question, Senator, it is this:
Could we, after the Government’s announcement of the disapproval

9461—20——6
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of loans to countries who had not settled their debts and before the
announcement of the settlement with Italy, have sold this loan?

Senator HareisoN. Yes, :

Mr. Morrow. I think the answer to that is no. ,

Senator HarrisoN. You could not. Do you believe that the settle-
ment that our Government entered into with the Italian Government
and the very liberal terms we gave to the Italian Government helped
in the floating of your bonds that you sold ?

Mr. Morrow. I think the removal of the Government ban as to
lending to foreigii governments helped in the loan. I think that the
Italian loan as well as the French loans might have been made be-
fore the Italian debt settlement if there had not been in existence
the policy of our Government disapproving such loans. What really
happened in Italy was a steady improvement in her affairs, including
a balanced budget. It was impossible to loan money to Italy two
or three years before this, entirely irrespective of the American debt
settlement or the American prohibition,

The Caamrman. Well, if France had agreed to pay a hundred cents
on the dollar do you think for a moment that there were enough
gesour(?:es in France that she could have paid her debts to the United

tates

Mr. Morrow. If France had been able to make an effective agree-
ment—an effective agreement that people could have believed was
effective—to pay 100 cents on the dollar on their debt to the United
States, it would have been easier for us to sell a new 5 or 4 per cent
loan in this market than it was for us to sell one of these 8 per
cent loans. '

Senator Harrison. I understand. .

Mr. Morrow. Because that would have shown how great her re-
sources were and how high her credit was.

Senator Harrison. Then the funding of the debt, the settlement of
the debt with the Italian Government, helped you in floating this
$100,000,000 loan to Italy? o

Mr. Morrow. I do not think so. I think it made the selling of
the new loan more difficult. It was an admission by Italy of how
scanty the resources of Italy were. It is exactly as though you were
trying to reorganize a company in ,E'our own State. A 7 or an 8 per
cent interest rate is the measure of the credit of the country at the
time, of the problems and the difficulties that it has still got to solve.
If it really were true that Italg could have peid all of her war debt
to the United States, she would have been discharging an obligation
assumed for purposes of destruction, for things that had gone up in
smoke. If she could have discharged all that out of her, then her
credit would have been so high that, as I say, it would have been
easier to sell & 5 or a 4 per cent loan here than the 7 per cent loan.
The fact that she believed and you found that she could only pay
one-quarter of 1 per cent interest during the first few years made 1t
h&gder, rather than easier, to float a new loan for Italy immediately
after.

Senator HarrisoN. Then if I understand your point it is this:
" That if the American Government had funded her debt with Italy
at 82 cents on the dollar, similar to that given to other countries
over there, including Great Britain, it would have been easier for
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ou tc; ‘have floated this $100,000,000 that you did in the United
tates ‘

Mr. Morrow. I did not say that, Senator. I said if you had
made an effective agreement. I do not think that would have been
an effective agreement, : '

Senator HarrisoN. Well, suppose that the American Government
had funded her debt with Italy at 82 cents on the dollar upon similar
terms as with Great Britain, do 8i'ou think then you could have
floated your $100,000,000 loan to Italy?

Mr. Morrow. I think it would have been quite impossible for
Italy to have gotten any new money, because I do not think anIyone
could have looked at the resources of Italy and believed that Italy
could pay 82 cents on the dollar,

Senator HarrisoN. Yes. Then the fact that our Government
settled with Italy on the basis of 27 cents on the dollar helped
these bonds that you floated or this loan that you made to Italy
when did you make it? _

Mr. Morrow. I am not sure that that follows.

Senator Harrison., Well, it is reasonable, is it mot, to suppose
that it would have followed ? , ‘

The CrairmaN. You would not have made the loan. ‘

Mr. Morrow., We would not have made the loan if the debt settle-
ment had not been made. We would not have made it because of the
expressed disapproval of our Government of dealin% with any of
these countries until they had settled their debts. But we would
very much rather have had the facts disclose to our Debt Commis-
sion that Italy could have paid a great deal more than she did. .The
making of the debt settlement was not the vital thing. The vital
thing was what the facts disclosed ds to Italy’s ability to pay.

Senator Harrison. Well, did you believe in the facts that were
disclosed to the commission that Italy had only ability to pay 27
cents on the dollar? ' ' '

Mr. Morrow. I was surprised that she assumed that heavy an
obligation, , '

Senator HarrisoN. You thought it should have been less?

Mr. Morrow (continuing). In the latter years. I will not say
I thought it should be less. I am thinking now not of what she
ought to do; I am thinking only of the question of ability. I think
the payments in the latter years are very .heavr assumptions by a
country that has so small a foreign trade as Italy has. That is my
opinion. C

pSenutor HagrrisoN, If that was your opinion, and if you were sur-
prised that Italy had undertaken such a heavy obligation, is it not
a little inconsistent on the part of your firm to have advised the
purchase of this $100,000,000 worth of bonds, of a loan to Italy
betg’i:}x/g; per cent interest, and which you were to sell to the public
at 0

Mr. Morrow. I think not, Senator, and I want to be completely
frank with you. I think the situation is something like this, Here
is a country that has not fully gotten back on its feet during the
seven years since the war. It has a debt to this country and to
England that it incurred for the purposes of carrying on the war.
It is not ¢apital that it borrowed to put to a productivg use. It was
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capital that it borrowed and which the United States and the people
of the United States, through their Government, loaned to it in order
to enable it to save its life. In that condition, owing that debt, it
wants to borrow some new money to put to a productive purpose.
If Italy can pay 7 per cent for money here—and it has to pay the
market rate—and utilize that money at 9 per cent or 10 per cent at
home, it is the better able to pay whatever it agrees to pay on its
war debt. . :

The real question that we were interested in was: Will this
$100,000,000 if loaned to Italy more than reproduce ifi Italy the
interest rate that Italy is paﬁring for? It gets exactly into the same
class as the money that might be loaned to build a western railroad
or a western water power. Is it oini to produce what it costs and
something over for the borrower? That is the question. It is just
exactly as though you were reorganizing a railroad or a water power.
How much money will this produce for them, or what good will it
do them? Are they just going to waste it, or is it going to be repro-
ductive? Now believing that it was constructive we, together with
the group of bankers associated with us over the country, offered
it to the American public.

Senator HarrisoN. Was it difficult to sell that loan?

Mr. Morrow. Ver{:;

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. It has since depreciated in price
very markedly, has it not ¢

Mr. Morrow. As a matter of fact the bonds were bought from
Italy at 90, were offered to the public at 9415. The syndicate was
extended once, and when the syndicate was dissolved the bonds
droi)‘ped from 941/ to 89 or 8814, and you can buy the bonds at 8815
in the market to-day. - .

Senator WarsoN. Has it ever all been distributed to the public?
Do not the banks hold some undistributed ?

Mr. Morrow. The syndicate was dissolved without calling upon
the syndicate to take any of the bonds. That is, all of the houses
in the syndicate received a check for their profits. As a matter of
fact it 1s very often true that issuing houses in order to assume
the responsibility that might otherwise fall upon their syndicate
may take the bonds that were left and hold them, and something
akin to that was done in this case.

" Senator HarrisoN. Were you in favor of the ratification of the
Italian debt settlement? : '

Mr. Morrow. I expressed no public opinion 13)011 it, and I never
had an opportunity to hear the discussion, and I was nut in the
position to express an opinion as I would have been if I had heard
all sides of it argued, but I believe that the Debt Commission made
a very fair settlement for both sides. ‘

Senator HarrisoN. So you were in favor of it?

Mr. Morrow. Yes. - , .

Senator HarrisoN. And the defeat of it might, in your opinion,
have affected the bonds that your concern sold to the public
. Mr. Morrow. I do not think so. ' ‘

'tStlail,;ltor Harrisoy. You do not think it would have affected it

at a ARRISOX o ,

Mr. Morrow. No.
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S Ttlée CHairMAN. They simply would not have paid the United
States. ' '

Mr. Morrow. Italy would have had. $5,000,000 more a year to
put into water powers for a few years. - .

Senator Harrison. Do ?you know what use they made of this
$100,000,000 that they got ' o .
her. Morrow. I think that they have held it for the protection of
the lira. . . ‘ :
" The CaamrmAN, It is all in the United States now?

Mr. Morrow. I think it is practically all in the United States yet.
It is practically a part of their gold reserve.

Senator HanrisoN. Then they have not used any part of it, you

say?
{Ir. Morrow, Well, that is a little bit like asking whether the gold
reserve in a bank is in use, - ' )
Senator Harrison. Well, it is your opinion, generally sgeaking,
that they have not used the money that they have borrowed
Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Why, no, Senator; he said just the
contrary. '
Senag)r HarrisoN. I understood he said it was still in the United
States. : -
Senator Kinc, Yes; as a basis of credit.
: The CHAIRMAN. As a basis of credit.
Senator Harrison., Well, they are using it as a basis of credit in
the United States then? (R '
Mr. Morrow. They are using it as a gold reserve.
Senator HarrisoN. Was that the use they had in mind when they
made the loan? ) o - '
Mr. Morrow, I think the purpose in making the loan, as expressed
at the time, was to take the next step in their financial rehabilita-
tion; having balanced their budget they wanted to strengthen their
gold reserves so that they could ultimately get & completely stable
currency. : . - ' , '
_Senator Harrison. Did you during the consideration of this ques-
tion of ratifying the debt settlement with Italy either in the House
or in the Senate have any conference with reference to it here in
Washington ¢ '
Mr. Morrow. No. I was busy on the aircraft inquiry all the time
1 was here, and I saw, as I say, the Debt Commission only after the
debt settlement was made. ‘ '
. Sehator Harrison. Do you know whether any members of your
firm had any conferences, here in Washington with any one?
" Mr. Mogruw. I doubt it very much. I do not think so.
n ?Senator Harrreox, You had no correspondence with reference to
i .
Mr. Morrow. I do not think so.’
Senator HarrisoN. With any one in authority here in Washington ¢
Mr. Morrow. Do you mean the Italians or—
.. Senator HarrisoN. No, with the American Government.
Mr. Morrow. I think not. L '
Senator HarrisoN. Will you look into your files and ascertain if
you have any copies of any letters that you wrote? ‘
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Mr. Morrow. To the American—— '

Senator HarrisoN. To any one in authority in the Government of
the United States while this matter was pending before either the
House or the Senate? Ca ,
ﬂn?i{r' Morrow. I will be very glad to, but I am quite sure I won’t

any. ,

Senator Jones of New Mexico. I suﬁpose Senator Harrison has
in mind this thought, whether or not the Debt Commission availed
itself of any information which your firm had regarding the ability
of Italy to pay. o -

_The Cuairma~. Well, I can assure you that they did not. Now I
did not see a member of the Morgan firm, and I attended every single
meeting of the Debt Commission. I have not missed one. ‘

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. Well, I do not think that is highly
comghmentary to the commission. .

The CuarmMaN. Well, we did not ask the Morgan bank, any more
than we did ang other bank. We went to the source, where we knew
that we could find the facts.

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. Well, it strikes me that this firm
of J. P. Morgan & Co., whose business it is to not only obtain in-
formation but to obtain and have a familiarity with the financial
conditions of all these countries, should have been called upon to give
what information they had regarding the ability of these countries
to pay. ' .

he CramrM4N. Well, we got the information direct from the
Italian records, and we knew just exactly every dollar that they were
owing and where they were owing it.

Senator Harrison. Can you imagine that the representatives of the
Ttalian Government would give to the American commissioners in a
negatiation of this debt settlement information different from that
which your organization would procure in making this loan to Italy
and selling it to the American public? )

_ Mr. Morrow. I think it would be quite impossible, Senator.

Senator HarrisoN. You think it would be the same?

Mr. Morrow. Exactly. ' o .

The CuairmaN. The advertisements and all the circulars are issued
to all of the countries of the world,-and we can get them just the
sam/; as England can get them or any other country. .

Senator Harrison., Will you have placed in the record, Mr. Mor-
row, in this connection the advertisement that your concern had
pu‘n’viished in the New York Times and other papers over the country,
or uny circulars that you issued to the bankers of the country, the
syndicate that you orianized in order to float thjs loan, showing the
advantage of it'and the condition of Italy?

Idr. Morrow. I will be very glad't,o, Sanator. .

Senator Watson, It is already printed.’ . ' )

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Yes; it is in the Congressional
Record. S L '

Senator HarrisoN. No; I have it here, and Senator Reed, reading
. from the advertisement, read it in part, but it is not all in, and it is

well for'it to be right here in the record: : o

The CuairmaN. I can give you that now and have it put in the
record now. '
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Senator Hagrrison. Yes; and if there is any additional matter that
he might have, because the commission did not get the representa<
tives of the Morgan firm before them. We do not know what in-
formation they had. ' ' A ‘

Senator Harrisor. Do you know anytling about Italy funding the
debt owed to her by any of the other European countries? :

Mr. Morrow. Only as I have read about it in the public press.

Senator HarrisoN. When did you read about it in the public press?

Mr, Morrow. There has been some discussion in the press of the
actual terms made between England and Italy after Count Volpi
left here and went to London. I do mot know that Italy owed
money to anybody except England. I think there may have a very
small debt to France.

Senator Harrison. Yes; a very small debt to France.

Senator WatsoN. It is not substantial. '

Senator Harrison. I read the other day about some agreement that
Italy had just made with one of those small Balkan States,

M‘;. Morrow. Oh, do you mean as creditor?

Senator HarrisoN. Yes.

Mr, Morrow. I thought you meant as debtor.

Senator HarrisoN. As a creditor.

Mr. Morrow. I do not know about that, Senator.

Senator King. Sh has made a small loan to Yugoslavia in con-
sideration of which she is to get iron ore. .

The CuammmaN. The committee will adjourn to reconvene at 2
o’clock in the Capitol. .

(Thereupon at 12 o’clock noon a recess was taken until 2 o’clock
p. m. the same day in the Finance Committee room in the Capitol.)

AFTER RECESS

- The committee resumed its session at 2 o'clock p. m. pursuant to
the taking of recess. -

The CramrMmaN. The committee will be in order. Mr. Morrow,
you may resume. Senator Harrison, will you proceed ¢

STATEMENT OF HON. DWIGHT W. MORROW—Resumed

Senator HarrisoN. Mr. Morrow, will you place in the record—
of course, you haven’t it with you—the amount that your firm ac-
uired by virtue of this loan that was floated in this country for the
talian Government? =~ = . - SRR A
Mr. Morrow. The amount of bonds? : : foet
Senator HarrisoN. No. ' What was the amount that: your firm
received in commissions? What did your firm make out of'it, this
loan that was made to the Italian Government? I reéfér to this
$100,000,000. L T A TS
_Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. You meen, what was that profit on
the transaction? I dé not-think Mr. Morrow ought to be compelled
to state ‘that unless he is'willing to'do'it.: =~~~ - o e
-l'lSqm;lt:r Harrison. Of toure, if he is not willing to do:it, that is
8rlg'. [ . . T S T T P
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Mr. Morrow. It already appears in the record of the House com-
mittee, 1 think, in a letter that Mr, Lamont wrote to Representative
LaGuardia, that our commission for negotiating and managing the
loan was about one-quarter of 1 per cent. Such profit as we may
make in addition to that as a member of the syndicate will be affected
a good deal by how long we hold the bonds which we now have and
what we mia_f ultimately receive therefor. ,

Senator HarrisoN. And also as to those three issues of French
loans—1920, 1921, and 1924. May I ask you, have you been to
Paris recently?

1 .Mr. Morrow. About a year a%o this coming summer.

~ Senator HarrisoNn. Is your firm contemplating at this time, or
have you in course of negotiation with the representatives of the
French Government, the financing of any loan when this debt
settlement is funded to. France?

Mr. Morrow. We have no loan to the French Government in con-
templation, and no agreement to make one, or any negotiation for
one.

Senator HarrisoN. The members of your firm have not had any
conference with any representative of that government, or with any
representative of this Government, with reference to the new loan
to France, contingent or otherwise, upon the ratification of this
funding of the French debt? '

Mr. Morrow. So far as [ know, the proper answer to that question
is no, but it is a very difi.cult thing to answer definitely when a
government, or certain officials in it, are constantly seeking your
counsel about what would be wise for them to do in connection with
their fiscal problems, including the purchases that they expect or
hope to make in this country. It would be pretty hard to say when
a discussion of fiscal problems comes within the meaning of what
you have referred to here as a conference concerning loans.

Senator HarrrsoNn. Well, you are close enough to the powers that
be in your firm to know if there was any such movement as that
contemplated ? - : ,

Mr. Morrow. Well, the d<finition of the word * movement ? would
ve the hard thing there. Personally I do not contemplate that the
French Government is going to make a loan in this market. I hope
they won’t. '

g:mator HarrisoN. And you are quite sure that they have not
approached your firm with reference to getting an issue in the
event this debt is funded ¢ :

Mr. Morrow. I do not know of any application for a loan.

Senator WarsoN. Of course, this proposition of governmental
inhibition applies’ with reference to France yet, does 1t not?

. Mr. Morrow. I do not know about that, Senator.

The Caammman. I might say that the position of the Government
with reference to the loaning of money to France can not be known
until the settlement is submitted.

Mr. Morrow. Of course, as stated in the portion of the Secretary’s
re}iort that was read this morning, the Government states what its
policy is and that.it has notified people from time to time who have
made application to them to make loans. g

14
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~ Senator WarsoN. And France has not definitely made a settlement.
_+The Cramrman. At the présent moment the policy is that until
France settles it will be distasteful to the Government of the United
States to make any loans to them., =~ . - o

Mr. Morrow. And I should not hesitate to say that at the prices
at which the existing public French securities are selling in this
market, in my opinion it would be impracticable to offer a French
loan in this market, with or without the governmental inhibition.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. They are selling now on some-
thing like a 8 per cent basis, are they not ¢ '

Mr. Morrow. Something like an 8 per cent basis, I think,. .= -

Senator Harrison. If the debts should be funded according to th
agreements that the representatives of the two Governments have
signed, do you think then you might float an issue in this country ¢

Mr. Morrow. I think that would be a very important element in
the rehabilitation of France, but I think it would only be one element.
I think the important question is the demonstrating to the world that
their budget is balanced and their currency again settled, so that it
would be quite apparent to the investors of the world that France
was well around the corner. ‘

Senator Harrison. Have any private concerns in France made ap-
Blication to your concern to float any bonds in this country or to

orrow any money in the United States?

Mr. Morrow. You mean, private industrial concerns?

Senator Harrison. Yes, sir.

Mr. Morrow. I do not know about that, and I am speakirg now
of matters within my own knowledge. It might very well be that
individuals or groups would make application to our Paris office. I
would make the same answer that I have already given, that the
possibility of making such loans until France has cleared up her
whole situation would be practically nil. -

Senator HarrisoN. Have any members of your firm been brought
before the commission to give your views with reference to the abil-
ity of France to pay, or to confer with reférence to the terms of this
funding debt? :

Mr. Morrow. Not so far as I know.

Senator Harrison. Have you approached any representatives of
this Government in any capacity, or any member of your firm, with
reference to the French settlement ¢

Mr. Morgow. You mean the terms of the French settlement?

Senator HarrisoN. Yes.

Mr. Morrow. Not so far as I know.

Senator Harrison. Has your firm interested itself in any way in
bringing about the funding of the French debt and toward its rati-
fication either in this country or in France? '

Mr. Morrow. I think we have the same interest that all citizens
have in this country in having this question cleared up, because of
the very pronounced effect that we think it has on the whole ques-
tion of American industry and American cxports of all kinds.

: Sega?tor'Hanmson, To what extent lias that interest been mani-
este ' ' :
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Mr. Morrow. I do not think any more than as it has been mani-
fested by other citizens of the country.  We have an interest in the
getting of the world back to normal as soon as possible. ‘

Senator Harnison. Has it been manifested to the extent that you
have conferred with any of the officials of the Treasury Department
in this case, or any of the members of the executive branch of this
Government of France? ; _ : ‘

Mr. Morrow. I think we hdve constantly talked with the French
officials as they have been over here about their condition and their
ability to make remittances. We have kept as far away as we could
from any negotiations that may have been carried on down here in
Washington. '

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania, You are trustees of the sinking
funds in these three bond issues that you have floated?

Mr. Morrow. Oh, yes; and we have constant remittances.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Are you in constant contact with
French officials in those loans?

Mr. Morrow. Yes.

s Senator HarkisoN. What were the views of yourself, as well as
ot~or members of your firm, when the Caillaux agreement was in

negotiation here and their proposal to the American commissioners

and the rejection at that time?

Mr. Morrow. I do not think we had ¢ ny definite views. about it,
Senator. - We knew nothing about it until the fact of the offer and
" rejection was published in the newspapers. We felt sorry that the
two nations had been unable to come to an agreement.

Senator Harrison. What is your opinion now with reference to
the two agreements? Is this a better agreement that they have now
entered into than the one that the American commissioners turned
down when Cailfaux was here? :

Mr. Morrow. I used this morning the expression “ effective agree-
ment.” I think this is a more effective agreement for both sides than
the one that was offered and rejected last fall, because it puts a little
less burden on France in the early years, which are the very critical
years for her, and calls for lar%er sums ultimately when the pro-
ductive power of her people will be greater.

Senator HarrisoN. And you have so éxpressed yourself?

Nir. Morrow. To whom? - '

Senator HarrisoN. Generally speaking. If any one should ask
you your opinion about it in casual conversation, or even to your
clientele? ] ‘ ,

Mr. Morrow. I would express myself that way to anybody, so far
as my opinion was worth anything. I have not gone out of my way
to give any expression about it at all. T o

Senator Harrison. Have any members of your firm given any ‘ex-
pression to your clientele to that effect? o S

Mr. Morrow. Not that I know of. I think the members of our
firm might differ just as much about a question like that as. the
members of your committee might differ'asbout a question. .

" Senator WaTtsoN. Did anybo g in authority here, or in official life,
ask you to intercede with anybody in authority in France with refer-
ence to this debt settlement?

Y y
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Mr. Morrow. To intercede in what way? I do not know just what
you mean. . ,

Senator WatsoN. To take it up and discuss it with a view to
bringing about a change. I am trying to find out whether anybody
in authority ever asked you to act in'any capacity with reference to
bringin%,labout any sort of adjustment of the French debt. '

Mr. Morrow. After this debt settlement was made, whatever
proper influence we have had in the way of counseling people that
might ask us we have used to get them to ratify the settlement.

Senator HarrisoN. How was that influence exerted ?

Mr. Morrow. It was not excrted.

Senator HarrisoN. Well, how was it manifested? »

Mr. Morrow. If people asked our opinion we gave it to them.

Senator HarrisoN. Did you approach any of the officials of France
with reference to it?

. Mr. Morrow. We did not go out of our way to counsel people
about business that was theirs. We answered questions as' frankly
and honestly as we could if people asked our opinion.

Senator Harrison, Have any of the officials of France asked your
opinion about it, either at your office in Paris or here, either, in
writing or orally? :

Mr. Morrow. I would not know about the office in Paris. The
French officials who come in contact with us here we have urged very
strongly to accept whatever terms the American Debt Settlement
Commission thought proper, because we believed that the Debt Settle-
ment Commission was trying to reach a fair conclusion in the inter-
ests of the people of both countries.

Senator HarrisoN. Who were those officials, Mr. Morrow ¢

Mr, Morrow. The principal official here that we see is the financial
attaché at the embassy.

Senator HarrisoN. What is his name?

Mr. Morrow. M. Robert Lacour-Gayet.

Senator HarrisoN. Did you talk to the ambassador?

Mr. Morrow. I did not talk to the ambassador until after the
debt settlement was over. He came to New York after the debt
settlement had been signed. :

. Ser(;laator Harrison, How long after the debt settlement had been
signe :

ng. Morgrow. He came up to New York a week or so after the debt
settlement was signed, I think, .

The Cuairman, About 10 days after. :

Senator HarrisoN. Did you talk to him then?

Mr. Morrow. Oh, yes. : .

Senator HarrisoN. And other members of your firm %

Mr, Morrow. I could not answer about that. «

- Senator Harrison. Did he at that time suggest the advisability of
trying to get a loan, to float a private loan in this country in the
event this was ratified ? L . T

Mr, Morrow. No;.I do not think he desires a loan in this country.

Sﬁnagor HarrisoN. He did not ask you your advice with reference
to that?. o e
. Mr, Morrow, We talked about the general problem.ahead of
France, the problem of rehabilitation, her currency, and the possi-

(B
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‘bility of her %ettin back to the gold standard. I am not at all sure
that the people of France want another loan in this country.

Senator Harrison, Have you talked to Governor Strong, of the
Federal Reserve Board, with reference to any loans to be made to
France in the event that this debt settlement should be ratified ?

‘Mr. Morrow. I do not recall talking to Governor Strong. We
see him from time to time, as the other bankers in New York do,
and we are all interested, as the rest of the country is, in my opinion,
in the future rehabilitation of Europe. It means a good deal to the
prod:;lqer of raw materials and manufacturers of goods in this
country.

Seng;or HarrisoN. Did you confer with Governor Strong immedi-
ately before he left for Eurape in reference to the matter?

r. Morrow. I do not recall having any conference with him.

Senator Harrison. Has he returned yet? Do you know?

Mr. Morrow. I do not know.

Senator HarrisoN. When was the last time you saw him ¢

Mr. Morrow. I have not a distinct recollection of when the last
time I saw him was, Senator. M[})' opportunities of coming in con-
tact with Governor étrong might be two or three months apart.

Senator HarrisoN. Has your firm sent to Paris within the last
six months any of your high officials, such as you, Mr. Lamont, or
other high officials to confer with officers in charge in Paris touch-
ing any loans to France?

Mr. "Morrow. No; nobody has made a special trip to France.
Mr. Lamont was on a holiday in Spain and came back tgrough Paris.

Senator HarrisoN. When was that?

Mr. Morrow. This slgring.

Senator Harrison, How long has it been since he returned ?

Mr. Morrow. I think a month, perhaps.

Se?nator Harrison. Was he over there at the time Governor Strong
was

Mr. Morrow. I do not think he was in Paris while Governor
Strong was there. He may have been in London while Governor
Strong was there, but I do not think he was in Paris at the same
time Governor Strong was. I would not be sure of that.

Senator HarrisoN. Have you had any conference with the Secre-
tary of the Treasury with reference to the French situation and
loans to France within the last six months?

. Mr. Morrow. I do not recall any conversation with the Secretary
of the Treasury about loans to France.

Senator HarrisoN, Have you conferred with the Secretary of the
Treasury recentlf? .

Mr. Morrow. I can not recall just when I saw the Secretary of
the Treasury last. - .

Senator HarrisoN. Have you conferred with Mr. Winston or
any of the other gentlemen in authority in the Treasury Department?

Mr. Morrow. Mr. Winston has been abroad. I did not see him
until I came down here on this trip. "

Senator HarrisoN. Before he went abroad did you confer with
him with reference to the French situation?

Mr. Morrow. I do not recail conferring with Mr. Winston about
- the French situation particularly. I saw him before he went abroad
in New York.

o
;
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Senator Harrison. How long before he went abroad ¢

Mr. Morrow. Within a week.

Senator Harrison. At your office? ‘

Mr. Morrow. No; I think I met him uptown in one of the clubs.

Senator HarrisoN. By arrangement ¢

Mr. Morrow. I think by arrangement; yes.

Senator HarrisoN. Was it social or business?

Mr. Morrow. Social; but we talked about the European situation.

Senator Harrrson. Was anyone else present?

Mr. Morrow. I think one or two of the men in our office were
present, one of whom was a classmate of his at Yale University.

- Senator Harrison. That was before Mr. Winston went abroad ¢

Mr, Morrow. Yes.

Senator HarrisoN. Had you been down to Washington to see Mr.
Winston before that time relative to the French situation?

Mr. Morrow. I do not recall being down to see Mr. Winston about
the French situation, .

Senator HarrisoN. Did any members of your firm confer with
Mr. Winston. or the Secretary of the Treasury with reference to the
French debt ¢

Mr. Morrow. You are speaking about the French loan?

Senator JTarrisoN. Or the French debt either.

Mr. Monrow. The French debt settlement did not contemplate
loans that we raight issue in this country for France.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. The question implies that Mr.
gfgrrow talked about a proposed loan to France. He just said he

id not.

Mr. Morrow. I was just going to sa{7 to the Senator: You are
asking questions about a contemplated loan that has not been and
is not now in contemplation? o

Senator HarrisoN. Well, you mentioned some conference with the
Treasury officials with reference to some loan that you might put
over jin this country for the French Government—casual conversa-
tions when you were out socially or on business with reference to
some other matter that was being discussed.

Mr. Morrow, I do not recall.

Secnator HarrisoN. You do not think you did?

Mr. Morrow. No. ,

Sienator HarrisoN. And you do not know whether any other mem-
ber of your firm has had such a conversation? ,

Mr. Morrow. I think it quite unlikely, because it has seemed to
us at the present time that a French loan in this country was not
a practicable thing. *

Senator HarrisoN. Do you know whether or not the Federal Re-
serve Board, through Governor Strong, has had in contemplation
this matter at all? '

Mr. Morrow. I do not know. )

Senator Harrison. You have not talked with him about it?

Mr. Morrow. No. .

Senator HarrisoN. Was your advice sought at all by any of the
Treasury officials, either }Mr. Winston or the Secretary of the
Treasyry, touching the advisability of this French debt settlement
and the terms that went into the French debt settlement?
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Mr. Morrow. I did not know the terms of the French debt settle-
ment until they were published. .

Senator Smoor. And nobody else outside of the Debt Commission
and the French ambassador knew them.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Was your advice sought by them?

Mr. Morrow. No, sir,

Senator HarrisoN. And the representatives of the French Gov-
ernm;?t did not confer with you while the matter was being nego-
tiate

Mr. Morrow. About the terms of the settlement? The ambassador
was down here in Washington and we did not see him during the
debt negotiations. The onlgr man that we saw was M. La,cour-(soyet
the French attaché. I think the French were scrupulously correct
in observing whatever contidence the commission may have enjoined
upon them. - . ,

Senator HarnisoN, Then, nobody conferred with you about it?

"Mr. Morrow. They talked about the general question of ability
to pay, questions of exchange, etc., but as to the terms of the
settlement, we kept out of that, by our own desire and theirs.

Senator HarrisoN. And you did not know anything of the terms
until the matter was consummated ? -

Mr. Morrow. Of course there were constant intimations of terms
in the newspapers that were available to everybody, but as to the
accuracy of those I de not know. '

The CuairmaN. I might make this statement in that connection.

The Foreign War Debt Commission, at its first meeting, before
the French ambassador was called in, agreed that there should
be nothing given out until the final settlement was made, and any
information that appeared in the papers did not come from a
member of the commission. The President of the United States
did not know it, and the French ambassador, when he came
to the meeting, was told that, and he agreed to that proposirion,
and I believe those gentlemen have all lived up strictly to the agree-
ment,
" Senator HarrisoN. Did any suggestion ever come to you or any
member of your firm by any of the officials of the Treasury Depart-
ment to use your influence in France with such officials as you knew
in bringing about this funding debt settlement?

Mr. Moreow. I presume you could fairly say that the pablic
statement that was made by the Government that it did not want
foreign loans made abroad until the settlement had been reached
enlisted in a sense every banker in this countrﬂ, at least in a negative
way, in rendering that much assistance to the making of the debt

settlement. ,

Senator HarrisoN. I do not think you understood my question.
I asked you if there was any suggestion came to you from any
of the heads of the Treasury Department, or to any member of
your firm, to exercise whatever influence you might possess in France
to bring about the ratification of this debt.

Mr. Morrow. Why, after this debt settlement was made I am
sure that all of us were exceedingly desirous of doing what we
properly could to bring about a ratification in France. That does
not mean that we have any right to exercise any coercion about it,
but our counsel, if it was of any value to them, we would, of course,



FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT 85

very freely give. We hoped they would find themselves able to
ratify this settlement. Of course, the press in that country, as
you probably know, Senator, has been very severely critical of

r. Berenger for making the settlement.

Senator Harrison. I still do not think you have answered my
question. You said that you felt it your duty, of course, to exer-
cise any influence, when you were a roacheg’, in seeing that this
settlement was ratified by France. You felt that as a citizen, as
I understand you. I asked if any suggestion came to you from
either the head of the Treasury Department or Mr. Winston, or
anyone else in the Treasury De%artment, to exercise such influence
as you possessed in France to bring about the ratification of the
settlement.

Mr. Morrow. I would answer that question that there was no
request. At the same time, I want to be entirely frank with you
and I have no doubt whatever that in such social talk at I ha
with Mr. Winston before he went abroad he recognized and I
recognized that if there was anything we could do to help Mr.
- Berenger in the very difficult task he had over there we would
do it. I do not recall his requesting' me to do that. I think it
would hold as a matter of course that we would, both from his
point of view and from mine. ,

Senator HarrisoN. You understood it would be perfectly welcome
on the part of the Treasury Department if you did exercise such
influence as you possessed in bringing about the ratification of the
agreement ? ' :

My, Morrow. I understood without their telling me that they were
very anxious that the very difficult step which faced the people of
that country, that of getting ratification by the French Parliament
should be gotten by. I recoginzed that without their telling me.
This is a bilateral contract, Senator, which the French people look
upon as a very onerous settlement. Mr. Berenger said he wotld be
the most unpopular man in France when he got there, but he was
going to see that this settlement was ratified as far as had any

ower. ~
P Senator Harrison. Do you know whether Governor Strong before
he left advised you what the purpose of his mission to Paris was?

Mr. Morrow. No. ‘ '

Senator HarrisoN. You had. no idea what it was?

Mr. Morrow. No. .

Mr. WinstoN. T understood him to say it was simply a vacation
that Governor Strong takes every year.

Senator Harrison. It is your impression that he just went on a
vacation ?

Mr. Mozrrow. I assume so.

Senator HarrisoN. Did Mr. Winston inform you in that respect
what his purpose in going to France at that particular time was?

Mr. Morrow. I understood he was going on a vacation.

Senator HarrisoN. And Mr. Lamont went on a vacation to Spain?

Mr. Morrow. Yes.

Senator HarrisoN. No busi.ess connected with his vacation at all?

Mr. Morrow. He was just ‘taking a motor trip in Spain—purely
a holiday. .
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Senator HarrisoN. What is your information with reference to
the two settlements that were made by the Debt Commission, com-
piring the Italian debt settlement with the French debt settlement
as to the ability of either to pay? Do you think it a very fair set-
tlement to both and about right?

Mr. Morrow. I think they are fair settlements to both sides. The
Italian position at present 1s stronger than the French, in the sense
that they have more nearly reached an equilibrium. However, con-
sidering the natural vesources of France, their ultimate ability to

ay is higher, of course, than Italy’s. They have a very much larger

oreign trade and more goods to export than Italy. But the imme-
diate position of France, Senator, is not so good as Italy’s; that is,
their position as of this month or this day, with the pending cabinet
changes and the demoralization of the franc.

The CHairMAN. You suggested that France has to pay $30,000,000
a year and Italy $5,000,000 for the first five years, amf that Italy can

erhaps meet that better than France can her $30,000,000. But tak-
-ing the debt over the full 62 years, I think the principle is just as
liberal to France as the Italian debt settlement is to Italy.
- Senator HarrisoN. Did you represent the French Government at
the time they made the purchase from the United States of the war
supplies over there?
r. Morrow. No, sir. S .

Senator HarrisoN. You were not in their employ at that time?

Mr. Morrow. Well, we never have been in their employ.

Senator HarrisoN. Did you represent them as fiscal agents?

Mr. Morrow. No; that was done entirely in Europe. That was
done by a commission appointed by President Wilson.

Senator HarrisoN. And you had nothing to do with it, neither
you nor your firm?

Mr. Morrow. Nothing whatever to do with it. I think Mr. Parker
was chairman of that commission appointed by President Wilson to

- dispose of those war stocks. o
enator HarrisoN, Have you represented in the capacity that your
firm represents France any of the other countries of Europe with
which we have agreed to fund their debts?

Mr. Morrow. We have been bankers in thir country for Great
Britain and for France and recently for Italy. I do not recall any
other European Government—yes; Belgium.

Senator HarrisoN. When did you become interested in the Italian
Government ?

Mr. Morrow. I think the first business we did with Italy was—
the first important business—was this loan,

Senator HarrisoN. That was the beginning of your employment.
by the Italian Government?

Mr. Morrow. Well, we sold that loan—organized the syndicate
that soid the loan. I would not say we had not extended banking
credits—short bankingl_lcredits—-to taly before.

Senator Harrison. Had any representative of the Italian Gov-
ernment approached any members of your firm and asked your influ-
ence to see that the Italian debt settlement was ratified by the Senate
of the United States or the House of Representatives?

Mr. Morrow. Not so far as I know. ‘

Senator HarrisoN. You would know it, I suppose?

»
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Mr. Morrow. I presume I would. o

Senator HarrisoN. You thought that was a very fair settlement to
Belgium, did you not? ,

r. Morrow. I was abroad when the Belgian settlement was made,
but I think that was a fair settlement to both sides, so far as I am
advised about it. ' ‘

Senator HarrisoN. Do you think the settlement made with ¥'rance
compares favorably with that made with Belgium, taking into con-
sideration the ability of each country to pay?

Mr, Morrow. I think so, Senator.

Senator HarrisoN. Did you represent any of those smaller coun-
tries over there—Lithuania, Hungary, or the other countries whose
debts we funded ?

Mr, Morrow. I do not think we were brought into the financial
affairs of aﬁy of those other countries.

.Senator HarrisoN. You are familiar, are you not, with the con-
g;tignd%f all those countries that owed us money and whose debts we
nde ; '

Mr. Morrow. Not very. I would be familiar with it as anyone
interested in that type of question can become by reading the press
accounts and the articles in the various economic journals. I know
very little, for instance, about Esthonia. '

enator HarrisoN. And you think the settlements, so far as you
know the ability of those countries, were fair when you consider the
settlement with Italy of 27 cents on the dollar as compared with
those countries which {)aid 82 cents on the dollar?

Mr. Morrow. I would not be able to give you an opinion on that
subject, because I have not studied the subject.

Se;lator HarrisoN. You approved the British settlement at the
time

Mr. Morrow. I thought it was a very heavy obligation for Great
Britain to assume, and an act of very great courage on her part in
assuming it.

Senator Harrrson, Do you think this Government was too hard
in that matter?

Mr. Morrow. It is not a question ‘of hardness; it is a question of
a group of people who are really trustees—your committee and the
executive department of the Government—determining what under
all the circumstances you think the British capacity to pay is.

Senator Harrison. Well, you and all the members of your firm
thought that all these agreements that have been made by vur cow-
missioners with the commissioners representing these other Govern-
ments should be ratified ¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes. :

Senator Harrison. All of them ?

Mr. Morrow. All of them.

Senator Harrison, Without exception ¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, :

Senator Harrison. Would you mind expressing an opinion
whether you think that some of them were less fair than others,
either to those countries or to this Government ¢

Mr. Morrow. No; I would not care to express an opinion on that.
T am not sure that I have one. My belief that all of them should be

L4
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ratified is based largely on my confidence in a nonpartisan commis-
sion dealing with a very complex problem that had a very immediate
reaction upon this country, on its copper, its cotton, its wheat, and
everything else that it desires to export. ' I felt that when a nonpar-
tisan commission had reached a conclusion, not based upon its own
position alone, but based upon a negotiation with a group from
another country, who had to conduct their negotiations in view of
the conditions in their own country—I had enough confidence in
that commission to feel that they had done the best they could for
this country, taking into account all the circumstances, including the
trade of this country in the future, : ,

Senator HarrisoN. Was your office in London approached, either
there or through your office in Paris, or here, by the Italian Govern-
ment to bring about the ratification of the settlement between Italy
and Great Britain? o

Mr. Morrow. Not so far as I know. s :

Senator HarrisoN. You believed it was a fair settlement, did you,
between Italy and Great Britain—the funding of the Italian debt
to Great Britain? '

Mr. Morrow. Of course, it proceeded on a different basis from
ours. Italy makes larger payments to England at the outset and
less payments ultimate{{’. '

Sena;mj Harrison. Which do you say was the wiser policy to

ursue : '
P Mr. Morrow. I think the difference in the conditions of the two
countries would make that a very rational method of treatment.
The British are very much interested in what comes to them imme-
diately, because of the difficulty of their immediate position. That
was of less interest, I assume, to this country. It is all a question
of judgment, Senator. .

éenator Reep of Pennsylvania. The British are having their own
difficulties in balancing their budget, are they not ¢

Mr. Morrow. They are having their difficulties in balancing their
budget. Moreover, they have just put their pound back to its pre-
war parity. Their immediate interest is to have as much as possible
come in in the way of foreign payments and as little as possible in
the way of foreign payments go out.

Senator HarrisoN. What, if anything, have you done, or any
of the members of your firm that you know o{ toward offering
advice or going into conference relative to the stabilization of the
currency of France? ' '

Mr. Morrow. We have had a gréat many discussions with the
French people here and I have no doubt our French office has had
a great many discussion, with French officials over there.

Senator Harrison. Have you had eay discussion with the Treas-
ury officials here with reference to the matter?

r. Morrow. No; I do.not think so. -

Senator HarrisoN. You haye given to the French people the
benefit of your views with reference to that matter ¢
~ Mr. Moxrow. Frequently; but we have tried not to intrude them.

-Senator HarrisoN. I think that is'all I want to ask, Mr. Chairman,
- Senator WarsoN. Such views as you have expressed, then, have

been solicited? -
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Mr. Morrow. Surely they have been. In connection with the gen-
eral line of our business they seek advice. o . o
Senator WatsoN, As a banker doing a banking business on this
side of the ocean, and also on the other side, you thought it was a
sreat advantage to France and to the United States that this French

ebt be settled, did you not#
Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. ' . .
Senator WatsoN. And wherever you have been questioned about it
you have so expressed yourself?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. )
Senator WaTsoN. And the rehabilitation of Europe generally, for

the ultimate benefit of our country as well as the benefit of their

own country ¢

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. ) )
Senator WaTsoN. So far as loaning money to France in the future

is concerned, that is all in the future, is it not? That is, here is a
governmental inhibition that operates now to prevent any loan being
made to France until she shall have ratified the pending treaty.
That is true, is it not? :

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator WatsoN. And in the future you will meet conditions as
they arvise? '

Mr. Morrow. Yes; and they are very uncertain.

Senator WarsoN. Did you make a statement a while ago—I was
interested but did not hear—that 1taly has a more stable Govern-
ment than France at the present time? ‘ :
~ Mr, Morrow. Well, I was speaking financially. You are getting

into a political question there, in which your judgment would be
better than mine. But financially there has been much less fluctua-
tion in Italy’s currency than in France, and Italy’s budget has been
in balance for some time, whereas France has gradually been reach-
in%a balanced budget and feel that they have it now.

enator WarsoN. Do you regard this pending settlement, Mr.
Morliox?v, between this country and France as a fair settlement to both
eople? ‘
P B’%)r. Morrow. I do. N
Senator Watson. And that, based upon France’s ability to pay, it
is just about as far as our Government could have gone? ‘
Mr. Morrow. I think so, Senator. I think one measure of that is
the reception of the settlement abroad. It is very hard, of course,
for the people in France to see exactly the difficulties under which
the executive and legislative department of this Government ‘work.
It is very easy for them to quite misconstrue your purpose, because
they do not know the limitations upon your power, how your con-
stituents feel. Just so it is very easy for us here to assume that any
representative of the French Government that comes over here can
do as he pleases. But he has constituents and a Parliament in
France to whom he must expiain. When one follows the discussion
in France he will recognize that it is very difficult for anybody
coming from France to have made a larger debt settlement or a set-
tlement that called for a larger payment than the one which has
been made. : ' o '
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The Cuamman. Their re‘%resentative said that the settlement that
was made would be very difficult to secure approval of in France.

Senator Warson. Yes. o

The CuamrmaN. And he also knew personally what it would mean
if it should fail. )

Senator WarsoN. Of course, you realize the situation that we, as
representatives of a popular government, are up against on a Propo-
sition of that kind when we settle with a country like Italy, for
instance, and take a quarter of a per cent and then you loan morne
and get 7 per cent. Now, that is a matter that has to be explained.
And, of course, the same is quite true with this French settlement.
You have made three loans there—at 8 per cent, 714 per cent, and 7
per cent—and yet we have made a settlement at a_very much less
rate. Now, I wish you would just go into a rational explanation of
that difference, Mr. Morrow, so as to show it to the country and to
the people as you understand it. :

r. Morrow. Weil, I think it would perhaps help you—

Senator Warson (interposing). We understand 1t, but I want you
to put it here so that we can use it.

r. Morrow, I can orly state it as it looks to me.

Senator Watson. Certainly.

Mr. Morrow. I think it is a little more understandable if you do
not look upon us J. P. Morgan & Co. as loaning money to France
or Italy. We are an intermediary. We are a merchant. We are
a mobilizer of a lot of small streams of credit, the savings of the
people. Now, the person that loans the money to France is the
school teacher in Indiana, or the doctor, or the Army officer——

S:nator WarsoN (interposing). Not the house of Morgan?

Mr. Morrow. No; the person that lends the money to France is
anyone of 30,000 or 40,000 people scattered all over the United
States. What do those people do when they put their savings
into a foreign bond? Before they bought the bond they had money
which gave them command of goods and services. They surrendered
that command of goods and services to the foreign government to
whom they loaned the money. The foreign government then held
the command of goods and services that was formerly held by the
bond investor. The bond investor, naturally, expects to resume that
command of goods and services at some future date. This resump-
tion of the command of goods and services by him takes place from
tie to time when he gets his intere.t on the loan, and he resumes
the entire command when the principal is repaid to him. The in-
vestor believes that if the investment were not a good investment,
with a reasonable chance of the interest and ﬁrincipal being paid, the
banker would not-offer the investment to him. Moreover, the in-
vestor balances the rate of interest that he can secure on this
proposed foreign loan with the rate of interest that is offered to him
of any other kind of a loan that is available to him. Of course, it
would be quite out of the question for France to borrow money at
1 Eer cent, or 115 per cent, or 2 per cent, or 3 per cent, from the
school teacher, or the country doctor, or the life insurance company

- that buys foreign bonds.

It is necessary for the foreign governments when they seek to

sell their bonds in this country to offer the current rate of interest
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for that class of bonds. The market makes the :nterest rate. The
real question is not what should the rate of interest be but should
the loen be made? Of course, we think the loans should have been
made or we would not have offered them. We think they should
have been made not only for the benefit of the foreign country but
also for the benefit of our own country; for the benefit of the people
who produce copper in Utah, for the benetit of the people who pro-
duce cotron in Mississippi, for the benefit of the people who grow
wheat in the West, for the benefit of the [ieople who manufacture
goods all over the country. All the people who sell these goods
might possibly sell them on a credit if they desired. Their dif-
ficulty, however, would be that they conld not afford to take and
hold the credit, unless they had accumulated savings. Nor are they
in a position to go themselves and find the person with savings who
can take the credit in their place, The purpose and the function
of the banker who sells investment securities is to mobilize the
savings of a great number of people so that these savings can be
put at the disposal of those who need them to the direct advantage
of the borrower and the lender and to the indirect advantage of

‘all those persons from whom the borrower bu

S,

Of course, so far as the settlement between tie Italian Government
and the United States Government is concerned, I do not think the
United States would be able to get what Italy has contracted to pay
if someone with savings in this country were not willing to lend
money to Italy in order to get her back into a normal condition.
The settlement of the war de%t which Italy owed the United States
is a part of the process of the rehabilitation of Italy., Another
essential step in that rehabilitation is to reestablish the currency posi-
tion of Italy so that the Italian people can go on and conduct their
economic life in a normal way.

Senator WarsoN. Now, is it your opinion that this $300,000,000
loan to France helps to bring her to a position so that she can make
this agreement ¢

Mr. Morrow. Certainly. This $300,000,000 loaned to France helps
to carry along a country that was sadly devastated at the end of
the v;rlar.d The people who loaned the money were helping France to
go ahead.

Senator Warson. And, of course, you could not have effected
these loans unless you had the interest rate?

Mr. Morrow. Certainly not. The people who loaned this money
all over the United States were people who balanced the investment,
the principal and interest and the risk, against the interest and the
principal and the risk that was available to them in all other places
to which their savings might be attracted, whether it was public
utility companies, or Government bonds, or railroad bonds, or what-

~ ever 1t may have been.

The CuarmaN. You could compare it with the dealings of a bank
with a corporation or with an individual. I know and have had
experience along banking lines and along business lines, I know
of individuals and companies that had temporarily failed. For
instance, I know one man that was owing six or seven banks.
He had difficulty arising, through a condition that he hed no power
to control. Now, I know all of those six banks, They said to him,
“ Here, you just pay 1 per cent interest upon this this year, and
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if you can not ,pa{Ithat we will extend it and .ﬁive you time for the
next 10 years. ow, what would they get if they foreclosed it?
And what would we get? We would not get anything. But it may
be within 10 years we will get every dollar, whereas if we try to
collect it now, we can not get anything. My suggestion on all of
these settlements has been to get every single dollar out of these
]cjountries we could possibly get out of them and let the countries
Ve. ! . :
. Senator HarrisoNn. I wanted to ask you, are you familiar with
the negotiations that are now going on between the French Gov-
ernment and the Government of Great Britain with reference to
their settlement and funding their debt?

. Mr. Morrow. No, sir; excepting so far as I have read them in
the newspapers.

Senator HarrisoN., You are not familiar with the terms?
"~ Mr. Morrow. No, sir. :

Senator HarrisoN. You do not know the terms that they have
offered ? )

Mr. Morrow. I only know the terms that were published in the
press last summer, when Caillaux and Churchill were having their

negotiations. )
he Crmairman. That was never consummated. We took it up

with Caillaux here.

Senator HarrrsoN. You do not know whether there are new nego-
tiations now pending between the two Governments?

Mr. Morrow. No, sir; I know nothing about that. There have
been statements from time to time in the newspapers that the finance
minister was about to go to London. You see, there have been five
finance ministers in France in the last eight months,

" Senator Jonrs of New Mexico. Mr. Morrow. aside from this
ublic. debt of France to governments, what is the amount of.the
rench debt to citizens of foreign countries? This Government or
our people have made three loans of $300,000,000 that you spoke of.
What is the total of such loans outstanding?

Mr. Morrow. I would be very glad to get those figures for the
record, Senator. Roughly, I should estimate it about this way:
There were $300,000,000 loaned to the French Government, of which I
think about a quarter to one-third has been absorbed by the sinkin
funds. "I do not think more than two hundred or two hundred an
twenty-five million dollars of that debt is still outstanding. 1In addi-
tion to that there are certain loans of French cities that have been
made by American investors which are, I think, directly or indi-
rectly guaranteed by the French Government. There are certain
railroad loans made over here which, I think, are directly or indi-
rectly guaranteed by the French Government. I have seen it
stated—and I could get the figures accurately for you—that the
total foreggu debt of France, exclusive of the debt to the United
States and Great Britain, is probably in the neighborhood of
$500,000,000. :

. The Cuairman. That is, in the United States, you mean?

Mr, Morrow. No; I mean everywhere. o

The CHAIRMAN. It is more than that.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. You are spraking of the external

deot ?
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Mr. Morrow. Yes; that is all. / _ ,

Senator Watson. I thought you meant to her own citizens.

1 %Ir. Morrow. No; the question of Senator Jones was the foreign
ebt. : '

Senator Jones of New Mexico, Yes. Now, if this agreement
should be ratified, Mr. Morrow, it will require the French Govern-
ment to pay for the first few years $30,000,000. - Where is France to
get those dollars?. o

Mr. Morrow. She is obligated to pay $30,000,000 the first year?

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. Yes. a

Mr. Morrow. Your question is, Where is she going to get it

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Yes; the $30,000,000.

Mr. Morrow. Well, in questions of international exchange I think
there is no answer as to where a particular payment comes from.
It is a balance. But, roughiy speaking, France is going to con-
tinue to send to this country the type of things she exports to us;
we will send to her the type of thing that we export to her. And
on balance she will ultimately, taking the invisible items into account
too, pay the interest on the debt in goods and services. -

The CHalRMAN. And money from the tourists?

Senator HarrisoN. And the higher the tariff that goes to France
the more she will get. ' ,

Mr. Morrow, What is that? |

Senator HarrrsoN. The higher the tariff we impose on her, and the
higher they have to pay, of course, the quicker they will get on
their feet over there. o ' :

Senator SmorTRIDGE. And the lower the tariff the worse for us.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico, I wish that I might be permitted
to just go ahead for a little. I have sat here for a long time, and
have seldom interrupted anybody, and I would like to have the
same courtesy shown to me that 1 have shown to others.” Mr. Mor-

row, if I understand your answer, France has got to have a balance -

of trade in her favor in order to pay this $30,000,0002 ,

Mr. Morrow. Not necessarily what is ¢alled a physical balance of
trade, Senator, because the invisible items enter into it. There is
the expense of tourists, and: the students that live over there, and a
number of things of that sort, But taking them all together, she has
to have a balance in her favor in order to meet it. ‘

Senator Jones of New Mexico. And as you stated a moment ago
the payments to us must be ultimately met in the visible and in-
visible balance of trade. . ' . :

Mr. Morrow. I would say that she has to pay us in goods or
services. C '

Senator Jones of New Mexico, Yes.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. ‘

Senator Joxes of New Mexico, Now, has France had a balance of
trade in her favor of visible goods? o

Mr. Morrow. It has been rather heavily against her, but during
the last few years has been changing in her favor. I think one
year—year before last or last year—it was in her favor physically,
was it not? ' : o

The CairMAN. Yes; somewhat. :

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Yet at the present time it is
against France?
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Mr. Morrow. At the present time the thing is so chaotic, with the
fluctuating franc, that I think the currency measures are of very
little value; just as it was true in Germany when the mark was gcing
down so fast, it upsets the normal rules of trade so that you get the
best statistics you can and then guess.

Senator JoNEs of New Mexico. What effort is France making now
to restore her balance of trade? :

Mr. Morrow. I presume that to-day she is mainly concerned with
getting a new Government to keep herself going.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. I assume that is so to-day. Bt
has r?lot France been making some effort in that direction for some
time

Mr. Morrow. I think t’ re are many people in France, of course,
that have been devoting the best thought they could to this; but they
have 12 political parties, and a good deal of difference of opinrion
among them. As I say, they have had five finance ministers in eight
months, and it has not been easy.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. Yes; I appreciate that. But I
have seen notices in the press in the last few days that France was
practically going to put an embargo on importation of certain food-
stuffs. Have you seen any information of that sort?

Mr. Morrow. I saw that in the press last week, and saw it after-
wards denied.

The CuarMaN. It was denied by the officials.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. There was that rumor at one time,
at least, that they were going to put in force the war rations there.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. But I have seen that denied.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senater JonEs of New Mexico. But is France not endeavoring—I
do not mean to say they are to-day, while they are trying to get a
new government—but 1s not France endeavoring, and has it not
been the policy of France for some time to discourage, in a way
thedir;lportation of foreign goods so as t¢ restore her balance of
trade

Mr. Morrow. Well, I think, Senator, in a fperiod of the kind that
France has been going through, all sorts of plans and devices are
suggested. I think that laws have been passed, and stringent regu-
lations have been issued forbidding the export of capital. Most of
those things have an effect the opposite of what is designed; the for-
bidding of the exportation of capital has a tendency to drive capital
out of the country.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Yes. Have not vestrictions been
put upon the importation of goods?

Mr. Morrow. Well, I do not know te what extent. I do not
think, beyond a protective tarif—I do not know of measures that
have been taken over there that are peculiarly abnormal.

Segator Jongks of New Mexico. But her tariff rates have been
rajsed.

. Mr, Morgrow. I think so. :

Senator Jones of New Mexivco. And for the purpose, in great
measure, of preventing the importation of foreign products.” Do
you think that is the case?
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‘Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir. I would rather not speak of that without
more information than I have, but I think that is probably true.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Now, are there any current obliga-
tions of the merchants of France with foreign countries that are still
unsettled ?

Mll;i Morzow. I would not know about that. I doubt if anybody
would. '

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, are there not foreign bank-
ing credits with individual French firms, or corporations, or indi-
viduals?

Mr. Mokrow. There always are, but I do not know of any in par-
ticular. Those countless operations that go on between the mer-
chants of one country and the merchants of another are quite beyond
the knowledge of any individual or group of individuals.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico, Well, do you not estimate the
quantity of such obligations, not only with respect to France, but
with the other outside nations of the world ? :

Myr. Monrow. Estimate in what way? ~

Senator Jonks of New Mexico. The current indebtedness; I mean
unfunded indebtedness. .

Mr. Morrow. Now, you are suggesting that there is a great deal
owing “rom France here?

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. As well as other countries. Do
you not estimate that in some way?

Mr. Morrow. Try to guess at it?

Senator JonNes of New Mexico. Yes,

Mr. Mogrow. No; and it is very hard to do, but if I were guessing
I would guess that just the reverse is true to-day. I would guess
that the current-credit balance was very heavily in their favor.

Senator Joxrs of New Mexice. Because of their attempt to trans-
fer capital?

Mr. Morrow. Because of the depreciating franc and the strong
pressure that is thus exerted upon them to keep their bank balances
out of the country. That is' what happened in Germany when the
Dawes plan was put in operation, the thing that gave it its best
chance of success over the first year, was that in addition to the
public foreign loans there was a rush of German capital back into
Germany, because for the first time in several years it was safe
to take it there. If a German sold anything here he kept his balance
here until he absolutely had to have it, because he knew its value here.
and he did not know its value at home. I think something of the
same situation exists to-day with reference to I'rance.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Now, when you made these loans
of $300,000,000, you did not transfer the gold, did you?

Mr. Mokrow. No.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. What did you do?

Mr, Moxrow. It is impossible for us to know exactly what we did,
but there was available for the Irench people in this country that
much Americun bank funds, They may have bought cotton; they
may have bought lumber with it; thev may have bought wheat with
it; they may have bought anything with it that they wanted. I am
not speaking of the Government alone, but the Government might

9461 —26——7
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very well transfer that credit to a Frenchman that needed funds’in
this country, that needed dollars with which to buy American cup-
plies or American goods.

Senator Jonus of New Mexico. That is precisely what I want to
know about. You did not transfer that to the French (Government.
How much have they on balance now ?

Mr. Morrow, I would not know that, but presumably a substantial
portion of the last loan is a part of the gold reserve held by the Bank
of France.

Senator Joxrs of New Mexico. Then, are we safe in assuming that
they have used perhaps $200,000,000 or $250,000,000 of the
$300,000,000, in the manner in which you have just indicated ?

Mr. Morrow. Well, I have used those as illustrations, because we
do not know. Nobody knows. You give a credit to the French Gov-
ernment. They have so much American exchange. If you look upon
exchange not as a physical thing, but a claim held by somebody in
France against somebody in America, that claim may be transferred
through a dozen hands to a person that wants to get dollars and
is willing to pay in francs for a claim for dollars in America. He
may use that claim for dollars in America to buy the particular
thing that he wants in Ameriea.

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. Yes. .

Mr. Morrow. It may be anything.

Senator Joxgs of New Mexico. Well, then, if it has not been trans-
ferred to France in goods or does not remain to the credit of France
now, it has been used in squaring private debts or some other debts
and thus has taken the place of the trade balance in favor of France,
has it not? -

Mr. Morrow. Yes; it is one of the so-called invisible items that
you speak of.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Yes. In other words, those trans-
actions have enabled the French people to purchase in this market
goods to the extent indicated. '

Mr. Morkow. I think that is a perfectly fair conclusion.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Yes. Now, if France had to raise
this $30,000,000 a vear and did not have that balance of trade she
wonld have to borrow it. would she not. from some source. to get
credit to that extent?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir,

Senator Joxrs of New Mexico. And if she had to do that. would

not the effect of these payments to the Government be a transfer of
the loans pro tanto to the American people? Suppose France had
not the ha&unce of trade s0 as to buy dollars but these payments of
$30,000,000 come along and she did not have the dollars and did not
have the goods with which to buy dollars, she would have to go into
the money market of the United States to borrow, would she not?

Mr. Morrow. Borrow or ship: yes, sir.

The Cuairmax. She could buy exchange.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. She could buy exchange, but she
would have to have something to buy exchange with, I take it.

The CuarrMaN. She may have a credit with some other country
and get the exchange there that way——
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Senator Joxes of New Mexico (interposing). I am speaking of
credit with the outside world.

Mr. Morrow. The Senator for the moment is assuming there are
only two countries.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Yes. . .

Mr. Morrow. Of course, the same principle applies if you have 10
or 12 countries, because you have what is practically a clearing house
to solve it. :

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Of course, if France had credit
with England she could exchange it for pounds and buy dollars.

Mr. Morrow. She might have a claim against a merchant in China
for goods sold there, and tranzfer that to someone in Armerica, and
the American might buy oilseed products with it.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. But as a result of the whole it
would be necessary for France to either have something in the way
of goods or services to exchange, or else she would have to borrow
money somewhere, :

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

sSenator JoNes of New Mexico. She may horrow it in yen or pounds
or marks, or anything else, and exchange it for dollars.

My, Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. But in the last anaylsis she woulc
have to borrow.

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Would you permit an interrup-
tion?

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Yes.

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. It occurs to me that there is another
methaod that has been ignored in this discussion, and that is the result
of her invisible balance that results from American investments in
France. It is quite possible that that balance in her favor may in
the future be established by a larger amount of American investment
in French enterprises after confidence is restored.

My, Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. That is another basis of service
rendered.

Mr. Monrrow. That is what Senator Jones would include as a
credit,

Senator JoxNEes of New Mexico. Yes.

Mr. Morrow. That is, whether they take the bonds

Senator Joxes of New Mexico (interposing). Or title to property.

Mr. Meurow. In some way it has all got to be balanced. Invest-
ments abroad are a very important item, especially. I think, in the
early years, becanze such investments adjust themselves very largely
to the price level. In order to get foreign exchange people may sell
their property a little cheaper. '

Senator Reeo of Pennsylvania. You and Senator Jones seem to be
coming to the conclusion that if there was not suflicient balance it
would be necessary to ship goods across the ocean. Tt seems to me
the sale of American goods in France would be the equivalent of
sich a shipment.

Senator JoxNes of New Mexico. Absclutely.

Mr, Morrow. Or the investment of American capital over there.
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Senator Joxks of New Mexico. Yes; but all that means that we are
just extending credit for foreign countries in another form through
the purchase of real estate, or purchase of shares of stock in utilities,
or anything of that sort, or the purchase of bonds. Another form of
the same clemental transaction, as I understand it.

Senator Suorrrine. Senator Jones, will you permit me to ask a
few questions.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Certainly.

Senator SHorrrver. We are dealing, I take it, immediately with
the question of the power of the French Government, as a govern-
ment, to make certain payments.

Senator Joxgs of New Mexico. Well, now——

Senrtor SHorTRIDGE (interposing). Are you drawing a distinction
in your question?

Senator Jones of New Mexico. I will try to clear the matter in
your mind. Now this question of exchange in the payment of debts,
which debt would naturally have a preference in the purchase of
exchange or in acquiring available exchange? The private debts
of a country or the Government debts of a country?

Mr. Morrow. I do not think there is any question of preference,
Senator, :

Senator Jones of New Mexico. You think that the individual
would be buying his exchange as he could and the Government would
buy its exchange as it could? ‘

Mr, Mokrow. In the same market.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. In the same market. But if France
should find berself unable to buy these dollars, had no goods to ex-
change for the dollars, and should float a loan in this country or in
any other country in order to obtain dollars with which to pay to
others, the effect of that transaction would be to transfer from the
‘Treasury of the United States the indebtedness to the purchasers of
those bonds, would it not ?

Mr. Morrow. That is, if they were borrowing in this market or
arranging credits in the way you suggest in order to meet their
payments on the debt they owed our Government?

Senator Jonrs of New Mexico. Yes.

Mr. Morrow. So far as it was a long-time loan extended by private
individuals here, it would be a transfer of the Irench debt thereto-
fore due to the United States Government to the individuals in this
country who made the new investment.

Senator Joxis of New Mexico. Now, how much has France paid
to the United States since the war on account of the indebtedness
for supplies or other accounts?

Mr. Morrow. I think the interest is about $20,000,000 a year for
perhaps seven or eight years. '

Mr. Wixsron. $20,000,000 a year for eight years.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. $160,000,000. Now, in view of the
fact that during that time France, Governmental France, I mean, has
borrowed in the United States $300,000,000, has not the transaction
thus far amounted to a transfer of indebtedness by France to the
people of the United States to the extent of $160.000,000 instead of to
the Treasury of the United States?

Mr. Morrow. I do not know what the item i, Ts it $160,000,000¢
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Mr, Bram. $112,000,000. -

Mr. Morrow. If $112,000,000 of interest has been paid on the war
stock sale as interest on the principal amount that was agreed to be
paid, undoubtedly a portion of the money borrowed in this country
from private individuals entered into the balance on the other side
that enabled them to make that payment. '

Senator Joxrs of New Mexico. So the transaction thus far has re-
sulted in the Treasury of the United States transferring French obli-
gations to the American people to the extent of about $112.0000002

Mr. Morrow. Well, I do not know that they have transferred obli-
gations directly, Senator.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico., Well, they have not tran-ferred
the ohligations. They have swapped obligations, we might say?

Mr. Morrow. The American Government has gotten that interest
partly as the result of the loans that have been made by private indi-
viduals to the French Government.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. So in a roundabout way the dol-
lars of American citizens have gone into the Treasury of the United
States in payment of French obligations?

Mr. Morrow. In payment of interest on French obligations,

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Yes. That is what T was trying
to get at.  Now, the economic situation of France is bonnd up to a
areat extent, is it not, with economie conditions generally throughout
Europe? '

Mr. Morrow. Certainly.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. I think the nations from an eco-
nontic¢ standpoint are all influenced by the conditions of the other
nations of the world.

Mr. Morrow. That is very true.

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. Now, the ability of France to ob-
tain exchange through England or through Spain or Mexico or-
Argentina against the United States will depend largely upon the
abifity of those countries to get Ameriean exchange, will it not? Or,
in other words, if Argentina is burdened with her obligations to
the United States, France would be less likely to transfer some of
her goods to Argentina and obtain in payment American exchange,
would she not?

Mpr. Mokrrow, Well, T am not quite sure that T have got your exact
question.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. If Arvgentina were already indebted
to the United States and had some difficulty in meeting her
obligations direct with the United States, then if France wanted to
make a sale of goods or services to Argentina and ‘get something in
exchange which she could pay to America she would have greater
difliculty, would she not, by reasen of the alveady incurred obligations
of Argentina to the United States?

Mr. Morrow, Well, to the extent that these obligations are all in-
terrelated as they are, cach transaction atlects every other. Tt is
rather hard, I think. to follow them out by individual countries,

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well, you have answered in just
the way I supposed vou would answer. All these transactions are
interrelated.
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Mr. Morzow. From the point of view of the foreign exchange of
the United States she is one, and all the rest of the world——

Senator JoNes of New Mexico (interposing). Is another?

Mr. Morrow (continuing). Is another.

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. Yes. And the ability of any part
of the rest of the world to pay obligations to the United States is
interrelated and dependent more or less upon the general conditions
and the total amount of the obligations of the rest of the world to the
United States, is it not ¢ '

Mr. Mokrrow. Yes; I think that is true.

Senator Jonks of New Mexico. Now, I know that since the war the
people of the United States have loaned to the rest of the world a
rreat deal of money, have they not, or extended credit= to a very
arge amount, have they not, Mr. Morrow?

Mr. Morrow. Yes, sir.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Have you any estimate as to that
amount, Mr. Morrow?

Mr. Mokrow. No; I have not. I think it would not be difficult to
make one if it were important.

Mr. Winsrox. The Department of Commerce has the estimate.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. T have seen various estimates, and
I think it is now estimated by the Department of Commerce to
amount to something like eleven of twelve billion of dollars.

The Cuamrman, That is the total. L

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. That the foreign loans floated in
the United States and credits extended to merchants outside of the
United States, and this floating or untfunded indebtedness now
amounts to something like eleven or twelve billion of dollars.

The Caamyax. A great part of it, Senator, is bonds of foreign
countries that have been purchased in this country.

Senator JoxNes of New Mexico. That is, of course, much the
areater part.

The Cnaeman. That is the total of all the obligations.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Is what?

The Craieman. That is the total of all forms of obligations of all
seuntries to the United States,

Senator Joxgs of New Mexico. Well, and aside from those gov-
srnmental bonds and bonds of individual coricerns and so on which
have been floated, there is still unfounded a large balance in credits.
as I understand. the exact amount of which is not known. Imme-
diately after the war I understand that such unfunded credits were
very large, and that they were ultimately funded. a great many of
them. by the floating of bonded obligations.

Do you not have in your mind the amount thereof?

Mr. Morrow. No. I have always mistrusted the figures that were
printed as to the amount of flonting debt, because I have been unable
myself to find any satisfactory way of finding out what that item
is. For instance, there never was a way of finding out how much
of the balances of business firms in France or Germany or these other
countries that have had depreciated currency was driven into the
countries with a more or less stable currency. I think that the figures
that were printed right after the war as to the floating debt due us.
between three and four billion dollars. printed from very authori-
tative sources, turned out to be, as the result shows, very greatly
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exaggerated. You see, you are trying to measure the countless obli-
gations between individuals due from one to the other on the oppo-
site sides of the water, and it is a very hard thing to measure.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, now, do you recall the
amount of foreign loahs that were placed in this country last year?

Mr. Morrow, No: I would not have that figure in my mind.

Mr. Winsron. I think the figure of the flotation, Senator, as I
recall it, was about a billion dollars. .

Serztor Joxes of New Mexico. I have seen statements all the way
from $1,000,000,000 to about a billion and a half dollars.

Mr. WixsroN., You have got to consider that that takes in the
original flotation, and a lot of these loans find their way back to
other countries from America.

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. And refunding operations, and so
forth. Now then, if this country last year loaned to the rest of the
workd, we will put it at a billion dollars, was it not the effect of that
transaction in the last analysis to transfer to the people of the United
States all of the money which England, France, Italy, or any other
foreign country paid to the Treasury of the United States, practi-
cally transferred from the Treasury to the people of the United
States? :

Senator Rekn of Pennsylvania. Transferred it from all®of the
people to some of the people?

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. Yes. Is not that the substance of
it, Mr, Morrow? ,

Mr. Morrow. Undoubtedly every private credit that is given to a
foreign country or a business in a foreign country furnishes in part
the exchange with which the interest on these obligations to our
Government is met,

Nenator Joxes of New Mexico. Yes. So then as long as the
people of the United States are loaning to the rest of the world more
money than the payments amount to on these debts to the United
States the people of the United States are practically assuming the
burden to that extent, and it is their money which in the last analysis
goes into the Treasury of the United States.

Mr. Wixsrox, That also applies. of course, Senator, that if we
did not lend that money abroad this year our balance of trade could
not have been as large as it is.  In other words, they could not have
paid for their cotton and their wheat and their copper without these
loans.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. T am very glad to hear that com-
ing from the Treasury Department. That is unquestionably true.
And it has been these loans, Mr. Morrow, then, which have, to the
extent of the loans at least, bolstered up our foreign trade?

Mr. Morrow, We have felt, and it has been a very inducing factor
in organizing these large syndicates to place these loans with the
American peos)le. that they were rendering a very real service to
.\m;rricnn trade and to American people of all kinds engaged in
trade.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. And if we were to discontinue the
extension of credits to foreign countries through these loans or
similar transactions it would greatly embarrass our foreign trade.
would it not? .
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Mr. Morrow. If you assume it going to the ultimate extreme it
would contract the things which we furnished in the way of goods
to the exact level of the goods that we were willing to take in.ex-
change therefor.

Senator Jongs of New Mexico. And in order to get these payments
from France and the rest of the world and carry on our foreign
trade we must cither continue to extend credits to foreign countries
or else take goods in exchange, must we not?

Myr. Morrow. Take goods or services.

Senator JoNks of New Mexico. Well, but all of those have been
taken into consideration in estimating the amount of credits that we
have extended abroad notwithstanding such services, I assume?

Mr. Morrow. Yes,

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. And if the United States, taken
as a whole and in its economic sense, desires ultimately to protit by
her foreign trade, what change in the present processes must we
undergo? Or shall we continue to do just what we are doing now,
extend credits and make loans to foreign countries?

Mr. Morrow. Well, that is a pretty large question, Senator, what
change we should make in our processes. I would hesitate to answer
that question withont much more knowledge than T have.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. How long do you think this coun-
try is going to continue loaning about a billion dollars a year to the
rest of the world ?

Mr, Morrow. Well, the sitvation is not an easy one to forecast.
Before the war England had what is called an adverse balance of
trade, which means nothing but that her physical imports were
greatly in excess of her physical exports. She. of course, loaned
money all over the world. a great deal to this country in the shape
of buying securities over here, or taking interests in business over
here. The countries with capital are morve or less forced to send
their capital to the countries that need the capital.

Senator Gerry. But is it not true also. Mr. Morrow, that she had
the carrying trade of the world?

My, Morrow. She did have that and it brought her a substantial
inconie, and she had a great deal of what is calied the managerial
services such as banking and insurance.

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. Yes; I under~tand the economic
situation of England before the war.

Mr. Morrow. Now, we are something in that position to-day.

Senator Jones of New Mexico, Yes,

Mr. Morrow. Of course, I do not want to give the impression to
anyone of you-that countries like France and England are not going
to come back rapidly when they make their turn.  For instance, vou
can not assume that the 40,000,000 people in France—as industrious
a people as there are on the earth—are not going to have fresh
savings which they will have available for foreign investment. They
have had their great losses, particularly their losses in man power,
which are perhaps the most severe losses to a people during a war,
Property losses are made up very quickly. The great loss to France
has been her loss in man power. That loss has been about the same
as though every one of the 4.000,000 men that was in uniform in
this country had been put to death —not only the 2,000,000 that went




FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT . 103

abroad but the 2,000,000 that were in uniform at home when the
armistice came. If all those 4,000,000 men in khaki had beer killed
and thus were out of our productive power, the loss of the United
States in proportion to its population would be about the same as the
loss has been to France. You can not take that great number of
men out of the producing and organizing power of a nation without
a great loss to your productive strength. That loss of man power
will be the slow thing for France to make up. But the loss will be
made up. The habits of thrift are still there. We must not ignore
the power of a great people to replace their own capital by the
accumulation of fresh savings. They are gradually getting their
economic system reorganized. It has taken them some time because
of the frightful losses of a war, fought in their own territory. I
do not look to see .\merica exclusively the banker of the world.
And when I say America I mean the people all over this country that
are accumulating cavings. I do not mean those in New . York, or
Tloston, or Chicago. or other large cities, that take the lead in
organizing investment syndicates. I mean the actual investors.
You must not expetrt that a decade from now these people will be
the only people in the world with surplus capital to invest. The
French people will come back quickly, as they get over the demorali-
zation to their economic system that naturally followed the late
war. I, personally, think that bad as their situation seems at the
present time in France, it is possible that the French Government
1s perhaps in the last stage of the veorganization process.

NSenator Jones of New Mexico. Well now, wlien France does come
back, what will happen? :

Mr. Morrow. She will be competing with investors in America
to loan money to the new countries of the world that need capital
so badly to develop their resources,

l Se;mtor- Joxes of New Mexico. How will she obtain that money to
oan?

Mr. Morrow. By the savings of her people, by the thvift of forty
millions of people who are almost the best savers in the world.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well now, what will they save ex-
cept French currency? '

Mr. Mozrow. They will consume less than they produce.

ISe;mtor Jones of New Mexico. What will they do with theﬁ

us
P Mr. Morrow. It may be in the shape of cotton goods that go to
the Tropics. It may be in the shape of the finely finished products
of the I'rench workman that go to England or to this country. It
may be in the shape of food stuff that goes across the Channel to
England. Nobody can say what it is going to be. The countless
transactions of trade make it. But the fundamental thing is that the
people of a country shall be consuming less than they produce. The
rest is saving,

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well, will she sell in these foreign
countries goods which compete with American products?

Mr. Morrow. Presumably, ‘There is nothing that any right-
minded person with experience should regret in that. We should not
want to sell to all the rest of the world without competition. |

O461—26——-8
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Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well, but would that not inter-

. fere with some of our people who are engaged in the exporting of
these goods?

. Mr. Morrow. It will both help and hurt them. It will be just

. like competition at home. The more trade that there is in the world

the more there is for everybody. Trade is not a limited thing that

. you cut up like 2 piece of pie and of which each person gets a

. certain amount. Trade is not a thing where what you get you take

. away from me. It.isthe interchange of goods and services between
people that have something to give-for W get:

Senator Jongs of New Mexico: Well, then, what about the United
States engaging in that exchange of goods?

¢ Mr. Morrow. It will. It is. It is doing it now and it will in

_constantly increasing amounts, ,

i Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well, to come to the point directly.
Mr. Morrow. Does France produce or will she when rehabilitated
produce any large quantity of goods which would not come in direct

{ competition with American production?

i Mr. Morrow. Oh, I think a great many that would not come into

; direct competition with us.

\  Senator Jonks of New Mexico. Well, why would it not be a good
thing then for us in order to help out France and prevent the trans-
fer of this load from the Treasury of the United States to the people
of the United States, to try to find a market in the United Staes
for French goods which would not materially interfere with Ameri-
.can industry ¢ ,

Mr. Morrow. Well, T think whether you try to find it or not,
Senator——

Senator WartsoN. Senator Jones has been at it a good while, and
he has finally come down to the free trade side of it. He has been
at it a long while.

Senator Rerv of Pennsylvania. He has been kind of creeping
up on it.

pSenator WarsoN. Yes: I saw him coming up to it. We all under-
! stood the Senator. :

Senator Harnrsox. You ought to let Mr. Morrow answer the
(uestion. _

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. I would like to have Mr. Morrow

| nanswer that question. ]

Mr. Morrow. My answer to that question, Senator, would be that
whatever you do you can not prevent it. The things that they
can do better than we can do we will take from them and give
them in exchange therefor the things that we can produce and manu-
facture better than they can,

~ Senator Joxes of New Mexico. And is that not a good thing for

b,gth ‘countries?
N Mornow. Very.
The Cuamkman. And they are doing it to-day. Senator.
Senator Joxes of New Mexico. No.
The Cuammax. Oh, yes; they are.
Mr. Morrow. And I do not think you can put the tariff high
enough to prevent it.
—————'
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Senator Joxes of New Mexico. You can not put the tariff high
enough to prevent it. You mean by that that some things will come
int N
Mr.. Mokrow. Well, I mean when you get several thousand item
on a tariff list the protecion that you give with one hand you are
very apt to take away with the other. But are we not getting
pretty far afield, Senator?

—=-Sehator JoNes of Néw Mexico. No; I do not think so.

Senator HarrisoN. Well, you are getting the chairman to squirm.

The CHarman. It is really what I would like to discuss, if you
want to, because I would like Senator Jones to tell me whether
it will make any difference at all with a $37.50 night gown that you
can put in your hand and cover completely with the other, if they
pay the tanff now or they do not pay it, and those are the kind of
goods that are coming from France, many and many of them. And
do vou think that it is going to make a particle of difference what
tax we impose on perfumes selling from $10 to $12 a bottle, each
bottle containing perhaps a tenth of what is contained in that glass?
Do you really think it is going to make any difference?

Senator Joxks of New Mexico. I do not care to discuss this with
the chairman of the committee. :

Senator Reep of Pennsylvania. Must the United States print all
of this?

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. Yes: I want it printed.

The CuamrMax. I am willing,

senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well, take the illustration which
the chairman has just given us of a bottle of perfume which sells
now in this country at £7.50. If that same perfume could be sold
at %5 a bottie, would there not be more of it consumed in this
country ¢ )
Mr. Morrow. I am afraid I am not an authority on perfume,
Senator, . ..o L ARG
Senator Joxeks of New Mexico. I am asking you to apply your'\
knowledge of economics.

Mr. Morrcw. It is generally true that the fower the cost of a thing
the more is consumed, ‘

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Or in other words, the law of sup-
ply and demand means the demand at a given price. does it not, and

PR

_presumably if you lower the price you incregse the demand, is that

not the recognized rule of economics ¢ //‘

Mr. Morzow. That is true of almost all products. .. .7

Nenator Joxks of New Mexico. Yes, ™™ -~ 7

The CHairyax. But in the case of the people that use this $10 a
bottle perfume, if we charge any less they would try to find some-
thing t\mt would cost a little more because of the fact that they want
only that and they do not want anybody else to have it.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. But if vou did we would have
people buying the $5 perfume and some others buying the $10 per-
fume, and so the result wounld be that there would be more perfume
~old in this countiy. and the French manufacturer would sell more
of his goods and make a greater profit and thereby be better enabled
to pay off the foreign indebtedness of France.
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Senator Watson, Well, you ought to be satisfied, Senator. The
balanl(;e of trade has been against us all the year up until the last
month.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. BBut not enough, and not to any

great extent in manufactured goods.
The Cuairman. I would rather see our workmen working than
alking the streets. :
Senator Jones of New Mexico. The point I am getting at is that
if we do import more of French goods and foreign goods into this
country we will either reduce the amount of this load which is being
transferred from the Treasury of the United States to the people
of the United States or we will wipe it out altogether. Would that
not be the natura) result?

Ir. Mcrrow. Yes. I should hartlly like to classify a bond that is
bought by a private individual for investment, upon which he ex-
pects to get interest,.as a load. It is a credit that he voluntarily
takes over for his own advantage because he expects to get a return
upon it.

ISonator Joxrs of New Mexico. Well then, if these are inviting in-
vestments we will see that he has the privilege then of taking over
some of the things which the Treasury is now carrying.

My, Mokrow. I am not at all attempting to contradict your main
. thesis, Senator, as I undestand it.  The more goods that come into
the country the less need there will be for foreign investments in
order to make the balance of trade. I am not contradicting that.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Well, that really is the substance
of what T want to get at.

The Cramrman, That is true.

Senator Jonks of New Mexico. Now, as I understand it on these
Joans which have been floated in the United States, outside of these
governmental loans, the interest now amounts to about three-quarters

. of a billion dollars a year, and in order to get that interest we must

either take goods for 1t or extend credit for it.

fr. Morrow. Take goods or services.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. Take goods or services or exten-
sions.of credit?

Mr. Morrow. Yes. I am not sure that the amount is correct,
but that would be——

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, I am not sure, but roughly.
speaking that is my understanding about it. Now, before the
World War when the rest of the world was indebted to England
in a large amount—I have understood it to be about twenty billion
dollars, perhaps the same ameunt or approximating the san.e amount
the rest of the world owes the United States to-day—she continually
had a physical balance of trade against her, did she not?

Mr. Morrow. I think she did.

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. Or, in other words, she received
more goods than she exported, and she not only paid for those
goods which came to her through the credits which she had abroad,
but her credits abroad were sufficient even to extend the credits
abroad from year to year, as I understand it.

The Cuamrman. She had to do it to make the loans.
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Senator Jones of New Mexico. But the way she got an economic -
benefit from that was through the goods which she received, was
it not?

Mr. Morrow. Yes. .

Senator Jones of New Mexico. This thing of sending goods
abroad and taking in payment pieces of paper.does not constitute
an economic advantage, does it?

Mr. Morrow. Well, I am not sure I could assent to that statement.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, do you think it is a good
transaction for America to continue indefinitely sending her manu-
factured articles and her food products abroad and getting paid only
in pieces of paper? - )

Mr. Morrow. The man that sells his manufactured goods or raw

roducts abroad is paid in whatever he demands for it. He is paid
in gold or gold’s equivalent. Somebody else who voluntarily chooses
to invest his savings abroad invests them there because he has confi-
dence in the paper. He gets a promise of somebody to pay, and
evidenced by whatever piece of paper it is. England for years rein-
vested, so to speak, a large portion of the rturning interest that was
coming in to her because she had confidence in the countries that
she was making these investments in. I think that she rendered
a very great service by doing that, because she was letting surplus
capital that she did not have use for be used in conjunction with the
labor of countries that were not so far advanced, to the benefit of
the whole world. That was helping develop the new countries which
bring sugar and spices and all the other things that come from the
Tropics to those countries that are fortunate enough to be able to
pay for them.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. I quite agree with vour statement,
Mr. Morrow.

Mr. Morrow. That is, it is not a futile transaction in that you get
only a deferred payment for it, because if you do not need the pay-
ment immediately the man that is makin%-—-—

Senator Jones of New Mexico. But England finally got to the
point where she was not willing to take pieces of paper altogether.
She took goods, and was making goods in much greater quantities
than she was sending abroad. And is not ‘hat where the United
States will have to come to in a relatively near period? Are we
going to continue to make new loans abroad to the extent of all of
the interest payments which are due us from abroad and not collect
on the transaction at all anything except new promises? Are we
going in be willing to take Micawber’s paper continually, who paid
his debts with his note?

Mr. Morrow. I think you are somewhat personifying a nation
there instead of looking at it as it actually occurs. It is quite a
common impression that nations trade with nations. As a matter
of fact individuals in nations trade with individuals in other nations.

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. Well, we will speak of nationals
then instead of nations.

Mr. Morrow. Yes. Well, the man who sells goods and ‘wants to
be paid for them under a smoothly working economic system, as the
economic system of the world generally works, barring great ca-
lamities like a war, parts with his goods and gets immediate com-
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mand of goods and services in exchange therefor. And the person
that desires to make an investment makes that investment where
taking into account the risk he gets the most attractive return.

~ Senator Jongs of New Mexico. Yes, I understand that as individ-
ual transactions. But I was rather dealing with American as na-
tionals and using the term “ nation” or “country” to embrace the
various individuals. So when we rehabilitate France we are going
to have a competitor in foreign markets for our exports?

Mr. Mozrrow. Well, I think France perculiarly will be doing things
that are not essentially the same type of things that we are so well
fitted to do.

Senator Jones of New Mexico, Well then, would it not be just as

« well to have France Jet us have those goods direct. rather than to
produce something which would come in competition with the things
which we produce and send abroad? And thus balance the trade as
between us and France? Would that not be a more favorable
operaticn? That is, for us to let France engage in the production
of those things which we do not economically produce, and let us
have them direct, rather than have France engage in the production
of certain grades of cotton cloth which go to the Orient in compe-
tition with the cotton cloth from the United States that goes to the
Orient? Would that not be a better economic situation for the
United States?

Senator ErxNst. You can not do it, :

The Cuamrman. Could we do it under our Constitution ¢

Senator Joxes of New Mexico. There is nothing in the world to
prevent us from taking such goods from France, that I know of,
And would it not be better—perhaps to make it a little plainer to
you—would it not be better for ns to encourage France in the pro-
duction of those things which our people would use if they could get
them at a reasonable price, and which would not materially inter-
fere with American industry, than to simply have no hand or offer
ne word of suggestion, and go ahead and rehabilitate France and let
her become a competitor in foreign markets? Or in other words,
has not the time come when there ought to be some understanding
as between our national industries and the French industries whereby
they could be encouraged along certain lines of production and we
o ghead along certain other lines of production, and thus make
the transaction a better one for both countries, than for us to try to
simply rehabilitate France and turn her loose as a competitor in all
the markets of the world? Do you not think this country onght to

ry to do something along that line? L
=Mr, Morrow. We'!, as I say. Senator, you are getting into a field

which I do not at all qualify as an expert in. My own feeling is
that if individuals are allowed to buy what they want and sell what
they want, we reach a result that is a little move healthful than if
%ovleirmﬁents determine. what individuals shall buy and what they
shall sell.
Senator Joxes of New Mexico. The Government of ours now has a
Department of Commerce. It is maintained at great expense by the
' Government. The principal work of that department now is to find
a market abroad for American goods, is it not? Would it not be
economically as profitable for us to try to make some arrangements .




FRENCH DEBT SETTLEMENT 109

whereby those goods could be paid for, and that through the process
of finding & market in the United States for noncompetitive goods

Mr. Morrow. Well, I do not think anybody would o{,)ject to that.

Senator SuorrripGE. I would object to it. :

Mr. Morrow. Noncompetitive goods?

Senator SHorTRIDGE. 1 want this country to be industrially inde-
pendent and not dependent upon France or any other country, and
we _can become industrially independent. o -

The Crairyan. Senator Jones, thebest way to do that would be
to forgive the French their debt, : .

Senator SHorTRIDGE. Or throw our markets open to France and
close up our factories. =

Senator HarrisoN. Here are two members of the committee who do
agree with everybody else.

Senator SHorrriDGE. Well, with great respect to our friend from
New Mexico, what has this to do with our settlement of the French
debt? With great respect, I say, to the Senator from New Mexico,
I do not see its relevancy.

Senator Jones of New Mexico. Well, I was just trying to look into
.the ability of France to pay what she agrees to pay under this settle-
ment, and wondering where the money was coming from. oo

Senator SHorTRIDGE. I know, but you are wandering off into a dis-
cussion on political economy which, with great respect, I do not think
aids the committee. '

Senator Harrison. Well, he is getting the opinion of a great
expert, R T

Senator SHorTRIDGE, Well, Mr. Morrow does not come here to dfs-
cuss political economy or free trade.

Mr. Morrow. I do not claim to be an expert, Senator.

Senator HarrisoN, We claim it for you, Mr, Morrow,_ .

The Cramrmax. Do you want to ask any more questions,

Senator JoNes of New Mexico. No; I had finished.

Senator Gerry. I would like to ask Mr, Morrow one or two:ques-
tions. The French introduced an income tax in about 1917, did they
not, Mr. Morrow? They placed upon the people a really heavy in-
come tax?

Mr. Morrow. Well, I am not certain of the date, Senator.

Senator Gerry. Well, around that time?

Mr, Morrow, Yes. '

Senator Gerry. And then they had difficulty in working it out at
first with their experiences in it, the same as any other country.
Now, they are collecting very well under this tax, are they not?

Mxr. Morrow. I' think their collections have constantly improved
during the last few years. :

Senator Gerry. In other words, the tax laws are being very thor-
oughly enforced, not only in the matter of income tax but all other
forms of taxation? ‘ .

Mr. Morrow. I think so. Of course, in France, much more so than
in the Anglo-Saxon countries, indirect taxation has been the favorite
form of taxation.

Senator Gerry, Yes. I know that during the first revenue bill we
were drafting here I looked into the French system of taxation, and I
found that they use every form and method of indirect taxation
that you could possibly conceive of. I3ut then they went into direct
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taxation, and at first, as I understand it, they were not collecting
very well under that system. They were having difficulty in making
the people understand and pay. I have heard that now they are
getting very much better results. Is that true?

Mr. Morrow. ANl French officials whom I know have reported
that their success in collecting their direct taxes has been constantly
increasing. i .

The CrairMAN. Senator, Mr, Jones, our financial attaché in Paris,
testified before our committee, and you will find when the testimony
is printed that every item is discussed and every source of income
ang the rates up to date. He made a very thorough statement of that

whole thing. . .
- Senator %ERRY. I remember a part of his testimony, and I know

that he was going to put it in the record.

The CuarMaN. Yes. o
. Senator Gerry. But I wanted also to get Mr. Morrow’s opinion

on that more than just the actuary’s opimon. Tlhat is all I wanted

to ask.
'The CHairmAN. Senator Harrison can not be here to-morrow, but

thinks he will be back Monday. We will adjourn now subject to.
the call of the chairman, and when he gets back we will go on.

Nore.—In response to the requests made when he was before the committee,
Mr. Morrow later submitted to the committee the following documents:

I The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to France made
September 9, 1920, '

IX1. The form of bond circular used in connection with the loan to France,
made September 9, 1920.

II1. The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to France, made
May 24. 1921,

IV, The form of bond eircular used in councction with the loan to France,
made May 24, 1921,

V. The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to France, made
November 24, 1924,

VI. The form of bond circular used in connection with the loan to France,
muade November 24, 1924. !

VII, The forin of newspaper advertisement for the loan to Italy, made
November 20, 1925,

VIII. The form of bond circular used in connection with the loan to Italy,
made November 20, 1925,

Coples of the foregoing documents are submitted herewith:

I. The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to IFrance made Sep-
tember 9, 1920: .

$100,000,000 GovERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC 203-YEAR EXTERNAL GOLD
LoAN 8 PER CENT SINKING FUND BonNDs AT 100 PER CENT AND INTEREST

Beginning December 15, 1920, the French Government is to pay to J. P,
Morgan & Co., as sinking fund trustees, not less than $4,400,000 annuaily ; such
payments made in quarterly installments during the first five years to be ap-
plied to the purchase‘of bonds in the markets up to and ineluding 110 per
cent and accrued Interest, and the subsequent payments made in semi-annual
installments to be applied to the call of bonds by lot at 110 per cent and
accrued interest.

The sinking fund payments will be sufficient to redeem at 110 per cent all
of the bonds at or before maturity.

Principal, premium, and interest payable in New York in United States gold
coin without deduction for French taxes, present or future.

. Coupon bonds $100, $500, and §1,000 registerable as to principal.

These bonds constitute an unconditional obligation of the Government of

the French Republic repayable in New York City in dollars.
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Subscription books will be cpened at the offices of J. P. Morgan & Co,, at

10 o'clock a. m,, Thursday, September 9, 1920, and will be closed in thelr dis- .

cretion. The right is reserved o reject any and all applications, and also, in
any event, to award & smaller smount than applied for.

Amounts due on allotments will be payable at the office of J. P. Morgan &
Co., in New York funds to their order, or in Anglo-French external loan §
per cent bonds, due October 15, 1920, with final coupon attached, which will he
accepted at 1023, per cent flat, viz, par and accrued interest to maturity, The
date of payment (on or before October 1, 1920) will be stated in the notices
of allotment, Trust receipts will be delivered pending the preparation of the
deflnite bonds.

For full details regarding this issue referemce is made to a circuiar whlch
may be had on application.

J. P, Morgan & Co.; First National Bank, New York; Brown Broth-
ers & Co.; ’l‘he National City Company, New York; Harris,

Forbes & Co.: Guaranty Trust Company of New York; Bankers |

Trust Company; Lee, Higginson & Co.; Wm. A. Read & Co.;
Kidder, Peabody & Co.; J. & W. Seligman & Co.; White, Weld
& Co.; Spencer, Trask & Co.; Kissel, Kinnlcutt & Co.; Lazard
Fréres, Bonbright & Co,, Inc.; E. H. Rollins & Sons: Halsey,
Stuart & Co.; The Chase National Bank; National Bank of
Commerce in New York; The Liberty National Bank; Amerf-
can Exchange Natfonal Bank; Central Union Trust Company
of New York; The IMirst National Bank of Boston; 'The Na-
tional Shawmut Bank of Boston; Old Colony 'f'rust Company,
Boston ; Commercial Trust Company, Philadelphin; First Trust
and Savings Bank, Chicago; Illinois Trust & Savings Bank,
Chicago; Continental and Commereial Trust and Savings Bank,
Chicago; Central Trust Company of Illinois, Chicago; Union
Trust Company, Pittsburgh; Mellon National Bank, Pittsburgh;
First National Bank, Cleveland; First National Bank, (‘incln-
nati; First National Bank in St Louis,

I1. The form of bond circular used in counection with the loan to France

made September 9, 1920:

$100,000,000
GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC
25-YEAR EXTERNAL GoLp LoAN 8 Per CENT SINKING FUND BoNvs

To be dated September 15, 1920. Payable at the rate of 110 per cent of the
principal sum on or before September 15, 1945.

Beginning December 15, 1920, the French Government is to pay te J. P,
Morgan & Co.. as sinking fund trustees, not less than $4,400,000 annually ; such
payments during the first five years to be applied to the purchase of bonds
in the market up to and including 110 per cent and accrued interest. and the
subsequent payments to the call of bouds by lot at 110 per cent and acerued
interest.

The sinking fund payments will be sufliclent to redeem at 110 per cent all of
the bonds at or before maturity.

Interest payable March 15 and September 15,

Principal, premium, and interest payable in New York in United States gold
coin of -the present standard of weight and fineness, at the office of J. P. Morgan
& Co., without deduction for any French taxes, present or future.

Coupon bonds in denominations of $1,000, $500, and $100, registerable as to
principal, and interchangeable as to denominations.

The Government of the French Republie covenants in the loan contract, under
which these bonds are to be issued, to pay to J. P. Morgan & Co., as sinking
fund trusfees, until the entire loan has been redeemed, the sum of not less
than $4,460,000 annually to be applied to the purchase of bonds up to and
including 110 per cent and accrued interest, prior to December 15, 1925, and
thereafter to the redemption of bonds by lot at 110 per cent and accrued
interest. During the first five years such payments will be made in quarterly
installments beginning December 15, 1920, and ending September 135, 1925, and
thereafter will be made in semiannual installments, commencing December 15.
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1025. The amount of the Interest accrued on bonds purchased or redeemed

. is to be paid by the Government in addition to the fixed sinking fund payments.
Such sinking fund paymenis arve sufiicient to redeem at 110 per cent all of the
bonds at or before maturity. After the five-year period., at least $4.000.,000
principal amount of the bouds will be called each year at the redemption price
of 110 per cent and accrued interest,

In the event that, prior to December 15, 1925, bonds are not purchased at 110
per cent in an amount suflicient to exhaust the payments to the sinking fund,
any such unexpended balance is to be used for the redemption of bouds by
lot at 110 per ceant at the earliest date provided for such redemption, nanely,
Mareh 15, 1926.

We are receiving subsgriptions subject te allotment for the abeve bonds at
100 per cent and accerued interest.

subscription books will be opened at the offices of J. P’. Morgan & (‘o,, at 10
o’clock a. m., Thursday, September 9, 1920, and will be closed in their discretion,

All subseriptions will be received subject to the issue and delivery to us of
the bonds as planned, and to the aprroval by our counsel of their form and exe-
cution. "The right is reserved to reject any and all applications, and alvo, in
any event, to award a smaller amount than applied for,

Amounts due on allotmments will be payable at the office of J. P, Morgun &
Co.. in New York, funds to their order, on or before October 1, 1920. Anglo-
French external loan 5 per cent bonds, due October 15, 1920, with final coupon
attached, will be accepted in payment at 10215 per cent flat, viz, par and
asicerued interest to maturity.

Trust receipts will be delivered pending the preparation of the definitive
bouds,

J. P. Morgun & Co.; First National Bank, New York; Brown Bros,
& Co.; The National City Co., New Yor'; Harris, Forbes & Co.:
Guaranty Trust Co. of New York; Bankers Trust (o.; Lee,
Higginson & Co.; Wm, A, Read & Co.; Kidder, Peabody & Co.:
J. & W. Seligman & Co, ; White, Weld & Co. ; Spencer Trask & (‘o.:
Kiscel, Kinnicutt & Co.; Lazard Fréres: Bonbright & (Co. (Inc.):
B. H. Rollins & Sons: Halxey, Stuart & Co.; The Chase National
Bank: National Bank of Commerce in New York; The Libevty
National Bank; American Exchange National Bank: Central
Union Trust Co. of New York; The First National Bank of Bos-
ton; The National Shawmut Bank of Boston: Old Colony Trust
Co.. Boston; Commercial Trust Co., Philadelphia; First Trust
and Savings Bank, Chicago; Illinois Trust & Savings Bank,
Chicago; Continental and Commercial Trust and Savings Bank.
Chicago: Central Trust Co. of Illinois, Chicago: Union Trust
Co., Piiisburgh; Mellon National Bank, Pittsburgh; First Na-
ticnal Bank, Cleveland; First National Bank, Cincinnati: First
National Bank in St. Louis.

SEPTEMBER 5. 1920.

The foliowiug statement has been compiled by the French commission in the

United States:
FRANCE

The ability of France to produce and to save is illustrated by the speed with
which she recovered after the Franco-Prussian War. Then France, a defeated
nation, paid an Indemnity of about a billion dollars within 26 months. The
rapid recovery of the country at that time is indicated by the course of prices
for French 8 per cent perpetual rentes which dectined about 25 points Quring
the war. Within six years after peace was signed (1877) the loss of 25 points
had been wholly recovered, the rentes then being quoted at a price to yield
less than 4 per cent. .

GENERAL INFORMATION

France with an area of 207,000 square miles, possesses vast natural®esources,
highly organized industries, and a thrifty people. Out of an adnlt population
of 22,000,000, aceording to the latest statistics, .000,000 were rural land pro-
. prietors, 1,800,000 business proprietors. 3.000,600 were holders of raflway shavex
or bonds, and 17.000,000 had savings accouunts,

" By the restoration of Alsace-Lorraine. France regained an area of more than
5,600 squarve miles, with a population of 2.000.000. Lorraine alone normally
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has an annual production of 21,000,000 tons of iron ore. The output of the
metallurgical industries of this province comprises more than 4,000,000 tons
of pig iron, 2.800,000 tons of steel and irvon products, and 1,240.600 tons of
rolled metal, The potash deposits of Alsace ave an Lmportant source of wealth,
8o also are the textile industries of the two provinces. 'The cotton spinning
mills of Alsace possess nearly 2,000,000 spindles and 46,000 looms. In addition,
there are more than 36,000 wool spindies, .

COLONIAYL EMPIRE

I"rench colonial possessions are in extent and value of thefr resources ranked
socond only to the Colonial Empire of Great Britain, The colonies and de-
pendencies of France, including Algeria and Tunis, have an area of about
3,750,000 square miles, and a population of above 49,000,000 people. The
value of the total imports from these dependencies exceeds a billion franes,
Exports to her colonies and dependenciex are of about the same amount. The
prineipail arvticles of production of her colonies are wheat and other cereals,
wool, cotton, rubber, coffee, sugar, coal, iron, and gold. Irance’s purchases
from her colonies form a constantly larger proportion of her total imported
foodstufls, and materinls necessary in industry.

REESTABLISHMENT OF FRENCH INDUSTRIES

In spite of the fact that the devastated avea of France comprived a lavge
proportion of the most productive and highly organized part of the country.
rapid and substantinl progress has been made toward the restoration of this
distriet. to normal conditions, Of nearly 4.000,000 hectares (a hectare is
equivalent to about 2% acres) of farm land in the war zone, 1,620.600 hectares
are already under cultivation, and all but 1.000,000 hectares have heen freed of
havbed wire and projectiles. Al railrond main line destroyed has been ve-
paired and put in operation. Of factories employing more than 20 men each,
2810 of the 3,800 destroyed ave again in operation. Out of more than halt a
million homes destroyed, 200,000 have been reconstructed or repairved. Of the
6,500 schools in the war area, 5,500 have been reestablished. All but 33,600 of
the 4.000,000 population of the war area have returned

AGRICULTURE

The recovery in agriculture is partlcularly satisfactory. About 10,500,000
hectares were planted in wheat, rye, and ouats betore the war. The area now
planted is in excess of 9,000,000 hectares, and it is stated that France veemy
assured this year of raising in excess of 85 per cent of her wheat and rye
reguirements,

In a survey of the work of agricultural recomnstruction. prepared by the
French Minister of Agriculture, he dvew purticular attention to the fact that
in the three departments of the Somme, Marne, and Pas-de-Calais, the sugar-
beet, apple, and pear crops, which were prior to the war himportant sources of
weilth to the inhabitants of these depurtments, will this year, respectively,
total 62 per cent, 98 per cent, and 94 per cent of the 1913 yield. The minister
stated further that food importation would. in his opinion, be confined, after
the harvesting of the crops of this year, to & small quantity of wheat, fats,
and sugar, .

IRON AND STEEL

As a result of the war, Francg has become potentinlly one of the leading
iron and steel producing nations of the world. Prior to the war the iron ore
reserves of France were estimated at 3,300,000,000 metric tons. Now her iron
ore deposits are estimated at above 5.300,000,000 metric tons, The total annual
steel tonnage producing cupacity of France as compared with 1914 has increased
by 1,760,000 tons. exclusive of Lorraine. This is largely due to increased
capucity of furnaces constructed during the war and now turned into peace
production,

TRADE
French exports in 1913 totaled in round figures G.880.000.000 francs. In

1919 her exports exceeded 8,700.000.000 francs, At the rate of export main-
tained during the first seven months this yeur, French exports will exceed
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18,000,000,000 franes in 1920. In 1913 the imports into France were valued
at 8,420,000,000 francs. This.increased to a total of nearly 29,000,000,000 francs
in 1919, For the first seven months of this year her imports monthly averaged
2,500,000,000 francs. But it will be noted that the balance of trade agiinst
her is being materinlly diminished. In the first seven months of 1920 ler
imports increased only 14.39 per cent while her exports increased 151.38 per
cent. '

France is now the second best customer of the United States in. Europe.
The value of our exports to France in 1913 was approximately $154,000.000.
In the fiseal year 1919-20 the total of French imports from the United States
was $717,000,000. United States imports from France now total ahout
$172.000,000, as compired to $139,600,000 in 1913.

INCOME AND OUTGO

The French budget for 1920 estimates ordinary expenditures at 21,761,000.000
francs., * Extraordinary ” expenditures, lavgely for reconstruction, are esti-
mated at an additional amount of 26,171,000,000 francs, Of this amount,
20,751,000,000 francs is advanced to the liberated regions on account .of the
%um (illt;e France by Germany under the reparation clauses of the treaty of

ersuilles.

The ordinary budget expenditure is to be covered by estimated receipts of
18,855,000,000 francs from taxes, and 2,915,000,000 francs from miscellancous
lguidations of war materials, ete. Reports of the collection of taxes since
this estimate was prepared show that the collection of taxes under new laws
is Inrgely exceeding the rate of return estimated in the budget.

NEW TAXATION

France is now tuxing her citizens at a rate which practically doubles the
receipts from taxation of last year, and provides a revenue four times greater
than that of the last pre-war year.

T'here are four general classes of taxes: (1) 'The direct taxes, including land
taxes; (2) war prefis taxes; (3) income taxes; (4) indirect taxes and
monopolies.

As a contrast with taxation in this country, it may be stated that income
tax is collected on incomes as low as 1,500 franes (roughly $300 per annum
at the par of exchange).

Collections of income tax have increased from an average of 20,600,000 franes
monthly in 1919 to 162,000,000 francs monthly during the first four months
of 1920. During the first half of 1920, collection of war profits taxes averaged
189,000,000 francs monthly, as against 34,900,000 francs monthly in the two
preceding years. .

By far the most important increase has heen the receipts from indirect
taxes which form ahout 80 per cent of the ordinary income of the freasury.
Cowspiirison of the returns for the first six months of 1920 shows that the
treasury received from this source 3,449,000,000 francs, or 180 per cent move .
than duari.z the flrst half of 1914, The new taxes which were created in
June, 1920, became effective July 1. The results of taxation duving July
represented an increase of 838,000,000 francs over the budget estimates, and
approximately 54 per cent in excess of the average monthly receipts for the
first seven months of 1919.

FRENCH DERT

Of the French debt of 237,000,000,000 francs, interest upon all of which
is included in the ordinary budget and covered by taxation, the foreign-held
debt represents about 3+4,000,000,000 francs or approximately 15 per cent of the
total. Inasmuch as interest paid on foreign-held debt is not subject to
taxation for government revenue in the hands of the foreign holder, the
go;ittlon of such debt is, as a practical matter, superior to that of the internal

ebt.

III. The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to France made
May 24, 1921:
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$100,000,000 GoveeNMENT OF THE FRENOH RePUBLIO 20-YEAR EXTERNAL Gom
LoAN 715 Per CENT BonDs

I:attlad June 1, 1921. Due June 1, 1941, Not subject to redemption prior to
maturity.

Interest payable June 1 and l)ecember 1. Principal and interest payable in
New York at the office of J. P. Morgan & Co., in United States gold.coin of
the present standard of weight and fineness, without deduction for any French
taxes, present or future.

In the opinion of counsel, these bends are a legal ‘investment for savings
banks in Connecticut, Vermont, and California.

Coupon bonds in denomlnations of $1,000, $500, and $100, registerable as to
principal only.

In the loan contract under which these bonds are to be issued, the French
Government covenants to pay to J. P, Morgan & Co., during the first five years,
as a sinking fund, the sum of not less than $9,000,060 in eash per annum, in
monthly instalments of not less than $750.000 each, beginning July 1, 1921,
such sums to be applied to the purchase of bonds, if obtainable, at not ex-
ceeding par and accrued intervest; any unexpended portion of ang such in-
stalment remaining in the sinking fund at the end of any month to be returned
to the French Government,

We are receiving subscriptions. subject to allotment. for the above bonds at
95 per cent and accrued interest, to yield over 8 per cent.

Subscription books will be oponecl at the offices of J. I'. Mor, ran .\ Co., at
10 o'clock a, m., Wednesday, May 25, 1921, and will be closed in their discretion.

All subscriptions will be recerved subject to the issue and delivery to us of
the bonds as planned, and to the approval by our counsel of their form and
execution. The right is reserved to reject any and all applications. and also,
in any event, to award a smaller amount than applied for. Amounts due
on allowance will be payable at the oftice of J. . Morgan & Co. in New York
funds to their order, on or about June 10, 1921,

Temporary bonds or trust receipts will be delivered pending the preparation
of the definitive bonds,

J. P. Morgan & l,o ; First National Bank, New York; Guaranty Co.
of New York L«-c Higginson & Co.: White, Weld & Co.; Lazard
Froves; B, ll. Rollins & Sons; National Bank of Commoeree in
New York; American Exchange National Bunk; Brown Brothers
& Co,; Harrvis, Forbes & Co.; Dillon, Read & Co,; J. & W. Solige
man & Co.; Spencer Trask & Co.; Blair and Co. (Ine.) ; Ciark,
Dodge & Co.; Chase Nationwl Bank; National City (o, New
York; Bankers f'rust (o.. New York; Kidder, Peabody & Co.;
Kissel, Kinnicutt & ¢'o.; Bonbright & (‘u. (Inc)) 3 Halsey, Stuart
& Co. (Ine) 3 New York Trust Co.; Centpal Union Trust Co. of
New York; Mechanics & Metals National Bank; Equitable Trust
Co. of New York.

MAay 24, 1921,

IV. The form of bond circular nsed in connection with the loan to Irance
made May 24, 1921;

$100,000,000 Government of the French Republic 20-year external gold loan
7Y per cent bonds.

Dated June 1, 1922, Due June 1, 1941. Not subject to redemption prior to
maturity,

Interest payable June 1 and Decomber 1,

Principal and interest payable in New York at the office of J., I \Ior«un &
Co., in United States gold coin of the preseut standard of welight and fiueness,
\'lthoul deduction for any French tuxes, present or future,

In the opinion of counsel, these bonds are a legal invesiment for savings
banks in Connecticut, Vermont, and California.

Coupon bonds in denominations of $1,000, $300, and $100, registerable as to
principal only,

In the loan contract under which these bonds arve to be issued. the French
Government covenants to pny to J. P. Morgan & Co.. during the fiest five
years, as a sinking fund. the sum of not less than $9,000,000 in cash per
annum, in monthly installments of not less than $7350,000 each, beginning July
1, 1921, such sums to be applied to the purchase of honds, if obtainable, at not
exceeding par and accrued interest: any unexpended portion of any such
installment remaining in the sinking fund at the end of any month to be
returnted to the ¥French Government.

P |
D
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We are receiving subscriptions, subject to allotment, for the ahove bonds at
93 per cent and accrued interest, to yield over 8 per cent.

Subscription books will be opened at the offices of J. P. Morgan & Co,. at
10 o'clock, a. m. Wednesday, May 25, 19:1, and will be closed in their
discretion,

All subscriptions will be received subject to the issue and delivery to us of
the bonds ax planned, and to the approval by our counsel of their form and
execution. The right js reserved to reject any and all applications, and also.
in any event, to award a smaller amount than applied for.

Amounts due on allotments will be payable at the oflice of J. P. Morgan & Co.
in New York funds to their order, on or ahout June 10, 1921,

Temporary bonds or trust receipts will be delivered pending the preparation
of the definite bonds,

J. I’ Morgan & Co,: First National Bank, New York: Drown

Brothers & Co.; National City Co.: Guaranty o, of New

York: Harris Trust & Savings Bank. Chicago: Bankers Trust

Co.. New York: Lee, Higgincon & Co.: Dillon. Read & Co.:

Kidder, Peabody & (fo.: J. & W. Seligman & Co.: White. Weld

e & Co.: Spencer Trask & Co.: Kissel, Kinnicutt & Co.: Lazard

Fréres: Blair & Co., (Inc.); Bonbright & Co., (Inc.): E. H.

Rollins & Sons: Clark. Dodge & Co.: Halsey., Stuart & Co..

(Inc.) : Chase National DBank: National Bank of Commerce in

New York: New York Trust (o.: American Exchange National

Bank: Central Union Trust Co. of New York: Mechanies

& Metals National Bank: Equitable Trust (o, of New York:

First National Bank of Boston: National Shawmut Bank of

RBoston: Old Colony Trust ‘o, Boston: Drexel & (o.. Phila-

dalphia: Commercial Trust Co., Philadelphia: First Trust and

Savings Bank, Chicago: Illinois Trust & Savings Bank,

Chicago: Central Trust Co. of Ilnois, Chicago: Northern Trust

Co,. Chicago; Union Trust Co.. Pittsburg: Mellon Niational

Bank. Pittsburg: Union Trust Ce.. Cleveland; Iirst National
Bank, Cincinnati.

NEw Yourk, May 23, 1921.

The following statement has been prepared by the French commission in
the United Statex:

It is interesting at the present time to prospective investors in the new loan
of $100.000.000 being isvued for the French Goverunment to observe in what
marked degree improvement in the agricultural and industrinl condition of
France has been reflected in the financial condition of the country.

This improvement has been made particularly noticeable in tiwvo ways,

(1) REDUCTION OF THE EXTERNAL DMERT

The external debt of France reached its maximum figure on September 30,
1920. 1t then totaled 35.320.000,000 zold francs. On April 30, 1921, it had been
reduced by 2,796,000,000 gold francs. Thisx means that payments of external
debt equivalent to about $540,000,000 gold have bheen made in the past seven
months. The distribut:on of externnl debt is shown by the following table:

{In millons of francs]

Sept. 30, ! Nov. 30, | Jan. 31, | Mar. 31, Apr.30,

o) | o0 | Tl | Taes 1 ol
|

10,50 16,500 16,500 | 16,50 1,50

i385 IL080 | ILONDL L0 11,08

United States Government. .
British Government

Untited States........ . A i 1,342 1,104 1,102 9AR
Qreat, Britain......... 2,020 . 2,019 1,915 1,805 : 1,804
Japan...oa.eoioo. s dmatcmeen s acemnaaaenan 938 | 336 1N\, 444 e, 344
Argentima. ....... ... ... ... ... reeeeemenann 145 1451 " 1o 107 3
Holland... ... .. ....... . . ... ... .. ........ . Hus ! 15 115 115 H5
Norway ] 1h L N
Spain... 504 54 H13 504 a2
Sweden. . 7 | 70 70 39 eeiiain
Switzerland. ... ... .. ... . . 130 117 11 57 56
B 03 {1101 F: ) PPN #0 | 80 80 80 &0

35,328 i 33,303 32,077 82,723, 32,532
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It is notable that.this reduction in France's external debt has been accom-
plished during a period . when the franc¢ has heen steadily vixing in value,
measured by the dollar. The franc has risen from an exchange value of
about 61, cents in Octoher to about 8% cenin at the present time. In other
words, French credits in the markets.of the world have been increasing to an
amount, on balance, satlicient to’ permit the liguidation of about $540,000.600
of foreign debt and, at the same time, to improve the dollar exchange value of
the franc by over 30 per cent. .

The rapid reduction of the external debt of France ix here emphasized,
hecause it is with external debt that the American investor is mainly concerned.
The domestic debt of France amounted to 149,496.000,000 francs at the end
of the calendar year 1919, and it had risen to 181,399.000.000 francs by the end
¢ the calendar year 1920, There wiil be a further Increase of domestic debt
during the current year. This increase in domestic debt 1s due to the fact
that the French Government deems it sound poley to restore to productivity |
the agricultural and industrial plant destroyed or damaged by the German
invasion. "The carrying out of this policy has been made possible because of
the great thrift of the French people and their willingness to put their con-
stuntly increasing savings at the service of their Government through the
absorption of domestic bond ixsues, The French Government is fully alive
to the necessity of controlling the domestic debt and. at the earliest possible
date, beginning its reduction. The heneficial result of the rapid restoration of
the devastated areas is indicated by the improved trade position of France,

t2) TMPROVED TRADE POSITION

In the calendar year 1919, the balance of trade against France, according.to
official valuations, amounted to 23,920,000,000 francs. In the year 1920, how-
over, the adverse balance of trade, according to the official valnuations, decrensed
to 12,970.000.000 francs. In the latter year. as in the preceding year, it was
»till necessary to depend on foreign countries for a large amount of foodstuffs.

The changing relation bhetween the movement of foodstuffs, raw materials,
and manufactured goods ix shown in the following comparison of the imports
and exports of 1920 with those of 1919,

IMPPORTS
[In millionr of franes)

Percent-

Differ- | agein
1920 1919 ence in [crease ()

1920 or de-
crease (~—)
Food produets. o oo e caeiii et 8,618 10,704 | 2,080 10, 49
Raw materials........ eeeeao| 16,801 14,753 | 42,048 +13.87
Manufactured goods. .. 9,986 10, 342 —356 -3.43
N U OS 35,405 35,798 | 30| ~110
Food products. . .o .oooieeeiieiriimieeecaaaee e 2,211 1,190 | 41,021 +85.76
Raw materials. . oo et 4,772 2,444 | +-2.328 +05.23
Manufactured go0dS. . .ot iraaiaianen 14,253 7,388 | 46,865 | . 492,03
Postal Pareels . . oo ee e 1,198 857 +341 +39,78
K 1| DRt PO 22,434 11,879 | 10, 555 488,85

rom the foregoing table it will be seen that the reemltivation of the land and
the return of the soldiers to productive work was beginning to be felt, aithough
substantinl results were not apparvenit before the current year, in which. in-
stead of an import balance, the trade of France for the first three months has
shown an export balance. When it is recalled that even prior to the war, it
was unusual for French trade to show an export balance, the great significance
of this change will be appreciated. The official valuations of exports and im-
ports for the first three months of the calendar year 1921 are as follows:

.
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Foreign trade first three months of 1921, as compared with 1920
IMPORTS
(In mililons of francs])

Percent-

Differ- | agein-
1921 ' 1920 ence in [crease (+)

121 or de-
crease (=)
Food products 1,188 2,871 1 -—1,383 ~54
Raw materials 2,691 4,202 | ~1,601 -37
Manufactured goods 1,460 2,514 | ~1,054 -40
OB -« eeeceeecvaeacceeeuraeeec e e e meam e anens 5,339 9,317 ] —4,038 —43

EXPORTS .

Food produets. . oo rncieca et cacann e 524 416 +108 +25
Raw Iterials. . oo v iiaicaiiiaiacrecectesianacnan 1,204 1,072 +222 +20
Manufactured go0dS. . cov e ee oo cicincccaceiaeaacaan 3,341° 2 797 ‘-544 +19
Postal pm'cols .................................................. 309 220 “+80 +40
T TR 5468 | 4,503 ; +063 | et
Trade balanee .................................................. 129 24,872 45,000 .. .. ....

1 Export bulance.
3 Import balance.
V. The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to Irance made
November 24, 1924 : .

$100,000,000 GOVERNMENT oF THE FRENCH Repuniic, IXTERNAL LoAN or 1924,
235-YEAR SINKING Funp 7 PER CeNT Goip Bonps

Dated December 1, 1924: due December 1, 1949 ; interest payable June 1 and
December 1,

Not subject to redemption prior to maturity, except for the sinking fund.

In the loan contract pursuant to which these bonds are to be issued, the
French Government covenants to pay as a sinking fund, $4,200.000 per annum,
payable in equal monthly installments beginning Januwary 1, 1925, being suffi-
clent to retire annually one twenty-fifth of the entire issue at 103 per cent,
Such sinking-fund payments are to be applied to the purchase of bonds, if
obtainable at or below 105 per cent and acerued interest, or if not so obtain-
able, to the redemption of bonds, called by lot, at 103 per cent and acerued
interest, such interest in either case to be paid otherwise than out of the sink-
ing fund. The bonds are to be redeemable at said price for the sinking fund
on December 1, 1925, or on December 1 of any year thereafter prior to
maturity.

Coupon bonds in denominations of $1,000, $500, and $100.

Principal and interest payable in New York City at the office of J. PP. Morgan
& Co., in United States gold coin of the present stundard of weight and
fineness, without deduction for any French taxes, present or future,

In connection with our purchase of these bond%, M. Clementel, Minister of
Finance of the French Government, has addressed to us a lefte. dated No-
vember 22, 1924, regarding the purposes of the issue and referrving to the
French foreign debt, budgetary position and economic situation. Copies of
this letter may be obtained at the offices of the undersigned.

The above bonds are offered for subseription, subject to the conditions stated
below, at 94 per cent an@ accrued interest. to yield approximately 7.53 per
cent to maturity,

All subseriptions will be received subject to the issue and delivery to us
of the bonds as planned, and to the approval by our counsel of the terms and
validity thereof and of the relevant documents.

Subscription books will be opened at the office of J. I’. Morgan & Co. at
.10 o’clock a. m., Monday, November 24, 1924, and will be cloced In their dis-
cretion. The right is reberved to reject any and all applications, and also,
in any case, to award a smaller amount than applied for.
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The amounts due on allotments will be payable at the office of J. P. Morgan
& Co., in New York funds to their order, and the date of payment (on or about
December 9, 1924) will be stated in the notices of allotinent.

Temporary bonds or interim reccipts, exchangeable for definite bonds when
prepared and recelved, will be delivered.

J. P. Morgan & Co.; Kirst Nationa! Bank, New York; Brown
Brothers & Co.; The National City Co.; Guaranty Co. of New
York; Bankers Trust Co., New York; Harris, ¥orbes & Co.;
Lee, Higginson & Co.; Kidder, Peabody & Co.; Dillon, Read
& Co,; Chase National Bank; National Bank of Commerce in
New York; Mechanies & Metals National Bank; The Equitable
Trust Co. of New York; New York Trust Co.; American Ex.
change National Bank;.Corn Exchange Bank; Bank of the
Manhattan Co.; Chemical National Bank: Seaboard National
Bank: American Trust Co.; Empire Trust Co.; United States
Mortgage & Trust Co.: Fifth Avenue Bank; Title Guarantee &
Trust Co.; Lazard Ireres; E, H, Rollins & Sons; Halsey, Stuart
& Co. (Ine.) 3 Spencer Trask & Co.; White, Weld & Co.; J. & W.
Seligman & Co.; Hayden, Stone & Co.; Clark, Dodge & Co.;
Bonbright & Co. (Inc.) ; Chas, D. Barney & Con.; Hallgarten &
Co. ; Ladenburg, Thalmann & Co.; Hemphill, Noyes & Co.: J. G.
White & Co. (Inec.) ; Kissel, Kivnicutt & Co.: W. A, Harriman
& Co. (Inc.); Redmonth & Co.; Marshall Field, Glore,” Ward &
Co, ; Kean, Taylor & Co,; Callaway, Fish & Co,

NEw York, November 24, 1924,

VI.. The form of bond circular used in copvuection with the loan to France
made November 24, 1924 :

$100,000,000 GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC EXTERNAL LoaAN or 1924,
25 YEAR SINKING FUND 7 Pin CENT GorLp Bonps, DATED DESEMBER 1, 1924,
Duiz DECEMBER 1, 1940, INTEREST PAYABLE JUNE 1 AND DECEMBER 1

Not subject to redemption prior to maturity, except for the sinking fund.

In the loan contract pursuant to which these bonds are to be issued, the
French Government covenants to pay as a sinking fund, $4,200,000 per annum,
payable in equal monthly instalments beginning January 1, 1925, being sufii-
cient to retire unnually one twenty-fifth of the entire issue at 105 per cent.
Such sinking fund payments are to be applied to the purchase of honds, if
obtainable at or below 105 per cent and accrued interest, or if not so obtain-
able, to the redemption of bonds, called by lot, at 105 per cent and accrued
interest, such interest in either case to be paid otherwise than out of the
sinking fund. The bonds are to be redeemable at said price for the sinking
fund on December 1, 1925, or on December 1 of any year therenfter prior
to maturity.

Coupon bonds fn denominations of $1,000, $500 and $100.

Principal and interest payable in New York City at the office of J. I>. Morgan
& Co., in United States gold coin of the present stundard of weight and fine-
ness, without deduction for any French taxes, present or future.

In conmection with our purchase of these bonds, M. Clementel, Minister
of Finance of the ¥rench Government, has addressed to us n letter dated
November 22, 1924, regarding the purposes of the issue and referring to the
French foreign debt, budgetary position and economic situation. A copy of
this letter is printed within,

The above bonds are offered for subscription, subject to the conditions stated
below, at 94 per cent and accrued interest, to yield approximately 7.53 per
cent to maturity. .

All subseriptions will be received subject to the issue and delivery to us of the
bonds as planned, and to the approval by our counsel of -the terms and
validity thereof and of the relevant documents.

Subscription books will be opened at the office of J. . Morgan & Co., at
10 o’clock a. m., Monday, November 24, 1924, and will be closed in their
discretion. The right is reserved to reject any and all applications, and also,
in any case, to award a smaller amount than applied for,

The amounts due on allotments will be payable at the office of J. P. Morgan
& Co., in New York funds to their order, and the date of payment (on or about
December 9, 1924) will be stated in the notices of allotment.
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Temporary bonds or interim receipts, exchangeable for definitive bonds when
prepared and received, will be delivered. .

J. P. Morgan & Co.; First National Bank, New York; The National
City Company; Brown Brothers & Co.; Guaranty Company of
New York; Bankers Trust Company, New York; Harris, Forbes
& Co.; Lee, Higginson & Co.; Kidder, Peabody & Co.; Dillon,
Read & Co.

NEW YOREK, November 2}, 1924,
REPUBLIC OF FRANCE,
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF FINANCE,
Paris, November 22, 1924,
Messrs, J. P, Morcan & Co.
23 Wall Street, New York City.

Deap Sigs: In connection with your purchase of $100,000,000 Government
of the French Republic external loan of 1924 twenty five yeuar sinking fund
7 per cent gold bonds, I beg to advise you as follows:

The proceeds of the loan arve to be applied to the reduction of the Govern-
ment'’s indebtedness to the Bank of France, which will hold and use the
proceeds as it muy deem wise for the protection and stabilization of the
frane. The Government's indebtedness to the bank has already been materially
reduced since the peak of such borrowings, reached at the end of 1920.

Great progress has been made in diminishing the excess of budget expendi-
tures over budget rvevenues and the proposed budget for 1925, as presented
to, and now under consideration by, the Chamber of Deputies and Senate,
indieates that the government's program of accomplishing complete budget
equilibrium will be realized in 1925, The following table shows in a striking
way the progressive betterment of the budgetary situation:

[Amounts expressed in millions of francs)

i

- | Excess of

i Expendi-] Reve- |

‘ N ! expendi-

tures nues i tures

000 it iaiicececarccaatccceancetncacmcanancanaan a5, 345 11, 586 23, 759
1820....... aee 39, 53 20, 130 19, 393
192)... - 35, 603 22, 840 12,763
1922... 34, 386 22, 603 11, 483
1923... e 32, 583 24, 200 , 383
1924 §eslimale) .................................................... 31, 891 27,708 4,183
1925 (Proposed] DUABE) - . - .. oeen e et ea e eaaa—aaaaan 33, 195 33,203 18

1 Excess of revenues.

In the foregoing figures of expenditures are included all of the annual charges
of the State, comprising not only administrative expenses, but also war
pensions and the service on all items of the public debt, contracted for recon-
struction and for all other purposes. They further include important items
of capital reconstruction expenditure (rallways, canals, roads, ete.). carried
directly in the State accounts, but do not include the capital reconstruction
expenditure covered by credit nationnl and other special reconstruetion loans
contracted or to be contracted, the interest and amortization of which are,
however, included in the above figures. The service charges include regular
amortization of debt, which in the 1925 budget amounts to approximately
840,000,000 francs, The budget position has heen muterially aided by the
return to productivity  of the devastated regions of France, the fincal receipts
from which have increased steadily from 964,000,000 francs in the year 1919
to 2.372,000,000 frances for the first six months of 1924,

The plan of the first committee of experts (Dawes plan), now in operation,
provides for perlodical payments to be made by Germany to the agent general
for reparation payments. The receipt by France of her share of these pay-
ments will enable the Government to accelerate the execution of its program
of full financial rehabilitation and to proceed to the move rapid amortization
of the public debt.

‘The foreign debt of the French Government, French cities, and French rail-
- ways, excluding interallied debt, on November 1, 1924, aggregated only
$697,5600,000, converting other foreign currencies into dollars at current rates
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of exchange. The service charges on this debt total $46,160,000 per annum.
The corresponding amounis as at June 30, 1919, immediately after the slgning
of the treaty of peace, were $1.069.400.000 principal amount and $69,000.000
service charges. In addition, the French Government is paying $20,367,000
annually to the United States Government, representing intevest on the purchase
price of the surplus war supplies left by the American armies in France.

To meet her requirements for foreign currencies. France has turned to the
intensive development of her foreign trade.. This effort has been most success-’
ful. During the years hefore the war the foreign trade of France normally
resulted in an excess of merchandise imports over exports. which was offset
chiefly by the expenditures of tourists in France and by the income from French
foreign investments, Since 1920 the excess of merchandise imports has greatly
declined and in the first 10 months of the current yvear has changed into a
sarplus of exports totaling approximately $73.000.000 at the current rate of
exchange. Thix is exclusive of the important favorable balance resulting from
sueh sources as tourists’ expenditures and income fron forclgn investments,

The recent development of France's export tiitde is in large measure due to
the return to productivity of the great industrvinl centers devastated during the
war, For example. the average monthly production of coal, exclusive of
Alsuce-Lorrvaine, which in 1919 had declined to 485 per cent of the 1913 pro-
duction, has reached during the first nine months of the current year 98 per
cent of the 1913 monthly average. The owput of iron ove, excluding the im-
portant production of Alsace-Lorraine, has more than doubled since' the con-
clusion of peace.  Similar progress has been made in the finished steel, textile,
and chemical industries,

Reconstruction of the devastated areas has been a heavy charge upon the
resources of the French people, but the great bulk of this work has been done,
This is evidenced by the fact that, on July 1, 1924, of 4.800 kilometers of vailroad
destroyed only 100 kilometers remained to be rebuilt; of 23,000 factories de-
stroyed, only 2.000 remained to be rebuilt : of 742,000 houses destroyed less than
one-fifth remained to be replaced: and of the area rendered unfit for cultivation
at a result of war damage, which at the time of the armistice covered 8.150.000
acres, all but S1H,000 acres had been restored to preductivity,

The improvement in the French economie situation since the armistice is
shown. in 2 general way. by the improving results of operation of the railway
systems,  The average ratio of operating expenses to gross revenues of the six
great rallway systems, which in 1920 was 130 per cent, has been steadily reduced
to 91 per cent in 1923 and to an estimated ratio of 78 per cent for the ¢nmrrent
year,

1t will be noted from the above that the foreign debt of France, excluding
interallied debt, has heen materinlly reduced since the emnclusion of peace,
while great progress has been made in reconstruction, industrial productivity,
and foreign trade.

Yours very truly,
CLEMENTEL,

VIL The form of newspaper advertisement for the loan to Italy made
November 20, 1925:

$160.000,000 Kincpoym or ITaLy EXTeERNAL Loax SiNkine FoeNn 7 PeEr CENT
GorLp Boxps :

To be dated December 1, 1925 to mature December 1. 1951 interest payable
June 1 and December 1.

Except for the purposes of the sinking fund. these bonds are not sabject
to redemption until June 1, 1941, on and after which date they may bhe
redeemed, at the option of the Government. on any interest date. as a whole
but not in part, at 100 per cent.

A cumulative sinking fund which, it is estimated. will redeem the entire
issve by maturity. will be created by the Kingdom of Italy by annual payments
of $1.500,000 on Scptember 15 of each year, beginning September 135, 1926,
Such payments, together with sums equal to the interest on all honds previ-
ously acquired for the sinking fund, arve to be applied on the succeeding
Decembeor 1 to the redemption, at 100 per cent, of bhonds drawn by lot,

Principal and interest payable in United States gold coin of the present
standard of weight and fineness in New York City at the office of I, I’. Morgan
& Co. without deduction for any,Italian taxes present or future,
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Cloupon bonds in denominations of $1,000, $300 and $100, not interchange 'ble,

J. . Morgan & Co,, fiscal agents,

His BExcellency Count Giuseppe Volpi, Minister of Finance of the Kingdom
of Italy. authorizes the following statement in connection with this issue:

Budget—The Itallun Government's budget is balanced. Since 1922, the
budgetary situation has been undergoiag steady improvement, and in the fise:l
year ended June 30, 1925, actual revenues amounted to 20,456,000.000 live, and
expenditures to 20,247,000,000 lire, result'ng in a surplus of 209,000,000 lire.
The Government's budget for the current fixcal year (ending June 30, 1926), as
passed by the Italian Parliament, shows an estimated surplus of over 177.€0,000
lire, and includes estimated payments on the intergovernmental debts. Receipts
for the first three months of the current fiseal year, according to provisional
returns, showed an excess of about 168.000,000 lire over expenditures.

Purpose of issue~~The Itnlan Government has avail ‘ble resources and
revenucs sufficient for its current requirements, both domestic and foveign,
It proposes, therefore, to devote none of the preceeds of the present loan to
ordinary expenditures but to hold the entire smount as a gold reserve available
for currency stabilization purposes, leading to the finul steps in the Govern-
ment’s definite fisenl and finaneial policy, of which a completely stabilized
curreney is a vital part, .

Governmment debt.—Since 1923, the Italinn Government .has made progress in
funding its floating deht and in reducing the outstinding cmount of 3vs total
internal debt. On June 30, 1923. the total internal debt amounted to 93,544,000,
000 lire; on June 30, 1925, it stood at 920.841,000.000 lirve, a reduction of ovey
. 4,700,000,000 lire. With the except on of a very limited amount of bonds issued
in London prior to 1914, the present loan constitutes the entire Italinn Govern-
ment external debt in the hands of the public. The Goverument's indebiednoess
to the United States Government has been funded under an agrecment dated
November 14, 1925, subjeet to ratification by the United States Congress and
the Italinn Parlinment. This agreement provides for payment over . period
of 62 years, beginning with payments of $5.000,000 annually during the first
five years, gradually increasing during the life of these bonds to approximately
$26,600,000 in the twenty-fifth year and to approximately $31.510,000 in the
twenty-sixth year. The Italian Government's only other intergovernmental
debt is that to the British Government, discussion of which is under way.

The above honds ave offered for subscription, subjeet to the couditions s-ated
below, at 9414 per c¢ent and acerued interest, to yield over 748 per cont to
maturity and over 7.356 per cent to the averaze maturity date.

All subseripticns will be received subjeet to the issue and delivery to us of
the bonds as planned, and to the approval by our counsel of their form and
validity.

Subscription hooks will be opened at the oflice of J. . Morgan & Co. at 10
o'clock a. m.. Friday, Novemboer 20, 1925, and will he ¢lhsed in theivr diservetion.
The right is reserved to refect any and all applieations, and also, in any case,
to award a smaller amount than applied for.

The amounts due on allotments will be payable at the office of J. I, Morgan
& Co.. in New York funds to their ovder, and the date of payment (on or
about December 9. 1925) will be stated in rhe notices of allotment.

Temporary honds or interim receipts will be delivered, pending the prepa-
ration and delivery of the definite bonds,

Application for the listing of the definitive bonds on the New Yurk Stock
Exchange is to be made by the Italinn Government.

J. P, Morgan & Co.; First National Bank., New York: Guaranty
(o, of New York; Harris, Forbeg & Co.; Lee, Higginson & Co.:
The National City Co., New York; Bankers Trust (‘o, New
York: .Kidder, Peabody & Co.; Brown Bros. & Co.; E H
Rollins & Sons; Spencer Trask & Co.; Halgey, Stuart & Co.
(Inc.} : Nutional Bank of Commerce in New York: Mechanies
& Metals National Bank: The Equitable Trust (o, of New
York: New Yo rk Trust Co.: American  Exchauge-Pacifie
Natioaal Bank: Con Exchange Bank; Bnk of the M shat:an
Co,: Chemical National B uk: Seaboard National Bank: -
pire Trust Co.; National Park Bank: J. & W. Seligman & Co.
Marshall Field, Glore, Ward & Co. (Inc.) ; Clark. Dodge & Co.;
Hayden, Stone & Co.; Redmond & Co,; Bonbright & Co. (Iue.) ;
White. Weld & Co.: Ladenburg, Thalmuann & Co.; J. G, White
& Co, (Inc.); Kissel, Kinnicutt & Co,

NEw YoRrk, November 20, 1925,
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VIIIL. The form of bond circulay used in connection w m: the loan to Italy
made November 20, 1925,

$100,000,000 KinepoM OF ITALY BEXTERNAL LOAN SINKING FUND 7 PER CENT
GoLp Bonps

To be dated December 1, 1925; to mature Decemnber 1, 1951; interest pay-
able June 1 and December 1.

Except for the purposes of the sinking fund, these bonds are not subject to
redemption until June 1, 1941, on and after which date they may be redeemed,
at the option of the Govemment, on any ihterest date, as a whole but not in
part, at 100 per cent.

A cumulative sinking fund whlch, it is estimated, will redeem the entire
issue by maturity, will be created by the Kingdom of Italy by annual payments
of $1,600,000 on September 15 of each year, beginning September 15, 1920,
Such payments, together with sums equal to the interest on all bonds previously
acquired for the sinking fund, are to be applied on the succeeding December
1 to the redemption, at 100 per cent of bonds drawn by lot.

Principal and interest payable in United States gold coin of the present
standard of weight and fineness in New York City at the oftice of J. P. Morgan
& Co. without deduction for any Italinn taxs present or future.

bCoupon Bonds in denominations of $I,000, $500, and $100, not interchunge—
able,

J. P. Morgan & Co., fiscal agents,

His Excellency Count Giuseppe Volpi, Minister of Finance of the Kingdom
of Italy, authorizes the following statement in connection with this issue:

Budget—The Italian Government’s budget is balanced. Since 1922, the
budgetary situation has been undergoing steady improvement, and in the fiscal
year ended June 30, 1925, actual revenues amounted to 20.456,000,000 lire, and
expenditures to 20,247,000,000 lire, resulting in a surplus of 209,000,000 lire.
The Government’s budget for the current fiscal yenr (ending June 30, 1926),
as passed by the Itallan Parliament, shows an estimated surplus of over
177,000,000 lire, and includes estimated payments on the iniergovernmental
debts. Receipts for the first three months of the current fiscal year, according to
provisional returns, showed an excess of about 168,000.000 lire over expendi-
tures,

Purpose of issue—The Italian Government has available resources and
revenues sufficient for its current requirements, both domestic and foreign.
It proposes, therefore, to devote none of the proceeds of the present loan to
ordinary expenditures but to hold the entire amount as a gold reserve avail-
able for currency stabilization purposes, leading to the final steps in the Gov-
ernment’s definite fiscal and financial policy, of which a completely stabilized
currency is a vital part.

Qovernment debt—Since 1923, the Italian Government has made progress
in funding its floating debt and in reducing the outstanding amount of its
total internal debt. On June 30, 1923, the total internal debt amounted to
95,644,000,600 lire ; on June 30, 1925 it stood at 90,841,000,000 lire. a reduction
of over 4,700,000,000 lire. With the exception of a very limited amount of
bonds issued in London prior to 1914, the present loan constitutes the entire
Italian Government external debt in the hands of the public. The Govern-
ment’s indebtedness to the United States Government has been funded under
an agreement dated November 14, 1925, subject to ratification by the United
States Congress and the Italian Parliament. This agrecment provides for pay-
ment over a period of 62 years, beginning with payments of $5,000,000 annually
during the first five years, gradually increasing during the life if these bonds
to approximately $26.500,000 in the 25th year and to approximately $31,500,000
in the 26th year. The Italian Government’s only other inter governmental
debt is that to the British Government, discussion of which is under way.

The above bonds are offered for subscription, subject to the conditions stated
below, at 943 per cent and accrued interest, to yield over 7.48 per cent to
maturity and over 7.56 per cent to the average maturity date.

All subscriptions will be received subject to the issue and delivery to us of
thtlzl b;mds as planned, and to the approval by our counsel of thelr form and
validity.
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Subseription books will be opened at the office of J. P, Morgan & Co. at 10
o’clock a =, Friday, November 20, 1925, and will be closed in their discretion,
The right is reserved to reject any and all applications, and also. in any case.
to award a smaller amount than applied for.

The amounts due on allotments will be payable at the office of J. P. Morgan
& Co., in New York funds to their order. and the date of payment (on or about
December 9, 1925) will be stated in the notices of allotment,

Temporary bonds or interim receipts will be delivered, pending the prepara-
tion and delivery of the definitive bonds.

Application for the listing of the definitive bonds on the New York Stock
Exchange ix to be made by the Italian Government.

J. . Morgan & Co.; First National Bank. New York; The National
City Co.. New York; Guaranty Co. of New York; Bankers Trust
Co.,, New York; Harris, Forbes & Co.; Lee, Higginson & Co.:
Kidder, Peabudy & Co.; Brown Bros. & Co.: Halsey,' Stuart
& Co. (Inc.).

NEw Yorr, November 20, 1925.

. (Whereupon, at 4.20 o’clock p. m., Friday, June 18, 1926, an ad-
journment was taken subject to the call of the chairman.)



