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INTERNAL-REVENUE TAX UPON PASSAGE TIOKETS

PEsRUART 17, 1927.—Ordered to be printed

Mt. Epdx, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following
REPORT
(To accompany H R. 16755]

Thé»C&ii‘ilihif.teeAon;f’i‘nénbe‘_; to whom was referred the bill (. R.
16775) to limit the application of the internal-revenue tax upon
gagsagg' tickets, iaving Had the same under consideration, report it
ack to the Serate without amendment and Tecomniend that the
Following is a copy of the letter of the Secretary of thie Treasury,
dated February 16, 1927, to the Chairman of the Finaticé Cotrimittee,
'My Dnir Mg, Crafnsan: I have recélved your requeat of Febriary 16, 1927,

for a f'?ﬁl,‘tf upon the Biil (H: R. 16775); tecéntly passed by the House of Repre-
sentatived, ‘to Lmit the’ Application of the internalrevefie tdx blg)bri Phissags
tickéts; ‘éd‘{‘as‘ft,o“éxémrtlfrﬁ;ﬂ ‘tax tieketh issued to perséns duthorized to par
ticipaté ih the 1927 national eanvettion of the Ameriean Légiofi of of the Améfican
Legion Auxjliary, to Bé!Held at Paris, Ef fice. . The legal and administtative
diffictilties whicH-existéd in the bill (S. 5272) tipon which 'Y submitted’ & report
to you on Janusry 29 1927, havé been satisfastority-elitnitiated. - Aveordingly,
you are advised tHat the Trehsiity has no objectich to the passdge of FL. R. 16775.
Very truly yours, e STAET

: A, W. MELLON,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Following is a copy of the House report on the said bill:

(House Report No. 1948, Sixty-ninth Congrees, second session]

The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the bill (H. R,
16776) to limit the application of the infernal-'revéuue tax upon passage tickets
having had the same under consideration, report it back to the House withou
amendment, and recommend that the bildopags. -~ . -~ .~

The revenue act of 1926 imposes a tax on passage tickets of $1 for each pas-
senger if the ticket cost more than $10 and not more than $30; $3 if the ticket cost
more than $30 but not more than $60; and $5 if the ticket costs in excess of $60.

The legislation herein recommended proposes to remove this tax on all tickets
sold to members of the American Legion or the American Legion auxiliary who
are ccrtified as eligible to attend the annual convention to be held in Paris, pro-
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vided they travel on a vessel designated as an official ship by the convention
committee;- and provided further that the vessel is scheduled to sail on or after
June 1, 1827, and not later than September 15, 1927, T T A
1 September 10 of this ycar the American L’hegion, that freat organization of
World War veterans, will' conyene its ninth annual convention in Paris, France.
It is fitting that this should be so, for it will just be 10 years after America’s
entry into the World War on the side of the Allies. America did much to con-
tribute to the success of the cause and in so doing left behind thousands of Ameri- -
can soldiers buried in the fields of France and Belgium, and this great movement
overseas Is not so much for the purpose of holding a convention, but is a sacred
pilgrimago of the living to the cemeteries of the dead, It is & splendid thing
that the men of this Nation who served honorably in their country’s armed forces
during the Great War should anticipate with reverence a visit to the final resting
places of these thousands upon thousands of comrades who sleep in our great
cemcteries over there, It is a pilgrimage to a shrine. We can sce the inter-
i good, \ sult, The French fﬁ?l?lﬁ;zsi&tﬁd:iﬁé‘fiin'the.;{W,al‘,,
, “ é. We helped them to é nation L
foreign powe ‘friendly ling that exists between the American soldier
and the French poil 1d the reunion of American vetcrans in France
wich to furnish go ill and strenghten the bands of friendship between
he peop these two, great, Republics. | This pilgrimage will be & valugble
contribution to international comradeship in time of peace. PN
It is highly fitting and appropriate that the American Legion should hold its
1927 ¢onventio ) the land of its birth, and give to its members the
ogpnrtunit to see once more the battle fields where they fought to establish:
the guiding principles of the Legion; ... ...~ ... ..~ . s
Fifty-seven liners will be used. to transport these 30,000 legionnaires. = They
will embark at Montreal, Boston, New York, Hamﬁtona Roads, Charleston,
8. C,, Galveston, and New Orleans, The movement will start as early as A gusf
10 and the great ship Leviathan, which transported so many of the soldiers over-
scas during the war, will be the flagship. . . ... . oo
- That the opportunity might be given to men and women of limited means
every item of expense has been reduced to the minimum. = The legionnaires will
be accompanied by their mothers, wives, and ochildren, and many gold’ star
mothers will be taking the trip to visit the last resting place of their sons, . ...
Al of the Europcan nations have waived the requirements of a passport and
the payment of visa fecs. The railroads of America and Europe have granted a
50 per cent reduction in their fares and the housing charges overseas have been
reduced to the minimum, The ships of the United States Shipping Line will bé
used to capacity, and in order to save every item of expense where possible, the -
gion has asked our Government to waive the charge of $56 imposed on steam-
ship tickets. ~ This concession means a great deal to many of these men and women
who are making this pilgrimage. It is the largest peace-time movement in the
history of the world, and the Legion has sﬁeut the past two years perfecting
details. It is a mission of good will and should do much to coment the ties
of friendship between our own and the European countries and should go far
toward impressing upon them the sacredness in which we hold our soldier dead. -
For these reasons your committee unanimously recommends the adoption of

this legislation.
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