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August 29, 2025

Angie Salazar

Interim Director

Office of Refugee Resettlement
Administration for Children & Families
Mary E. Switzer Building

330 C St SW, Room 5123

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Acting Director Salazar,

[ am writing in response to deeply disturbing whistleblower accounts that the Office of Refugee
Resettlement (ORR) has finalized an agreement with Guatemala to repatriate nearly 700 children
in its custody. This would constitute the latest escalation in the Trump administration’s push to
disappear the vulnerable unaccompanied children entrusted to ORR’s care, violating ORR’s
child welfare mandate and this country’s long-established obligation to these children. I am
seeking the immediate termination of this effort as well as any efforts to repatriate children from
ORR custody.

Unaccompanied children are some of the most vulnerable children entrusted to the government’s
care. They are most often fleeing abuse and violence in their home countries, traversing perilous
conditions to arrive alone at this nation’s borders. In many cases, these children and their
families have had to make the unthinkable choice to face danger and separation in search of
safety.

The Trump administration has repeatedly victimized these same children in the name of
immigration enforcement, beginning in his first term with mass family separation. In his second
term, Trump has worked quickly to turn ORR, a child welfare agency, into an immigration
enforcement arm. This effort began with unlawful data sharing between ORR and the



Department of Homeland Security (DHS)' and has expanded into targeted enforcement of
reunited families using ORR data,” removal of children from sponsors back into ORR custody,’
and using unaccompanied children as bait to draw undocumented family members for
detainment.* These attacks on children have resulted in immediate and extensive harm. Children
now face interminable lengths of stay in ORR custody, averaging nearly half a year.” Separated
from their families and communities and held inside detention centers, children in ORR custody
have grown increasingly despondent and suicidal.

In the midst of these attacks, according to whistleblower reports, ORR has finalized a plan to
deport nearly 700 children currently in ORR custody to Guatemala. According to these accounts,
children who do not have a Category 1 sponsor— a parent or family member— identified or an in-
progress asylum case will be forcibly removed from the country. This move threatens to separate
children from their families, lawyers, and support systems, to thrust them back into the very
conditions they are seeking refuge from, and to disappear vulnerable children beyond the reach
of American law and oversight.

Over the course of the second term of Trump’s presidency, ORR has shown no hesitation in
placing unaccompanied children in harm’s way to facilitate mass deportation efforts. The
administration’s decision to forcibly remove children from this country is outrageous and would
undoubtedly result in serious violations of human rights, American law, and our shared
responsibility to safeguard the welfare of these extremely vulnerable children. The world
watched in horror as the first Trump administration ripped children from their families and held
them in inhumane conditions. It appears this administration is eager to go even farther. In the
coming weeks, I will continue to seek a full account of this plan and demand its immediate
termination.

Sincerely,
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