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OPEN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO CONSIDER FAVORABLY REPORTING 1 

THE NOMINATIONS OF JONATHAN McKERNAN, TO BE UNDER 2 

SECRETARY FOR DOMESTIC FINANCE, DEPARTMENT OF THE 3 

TREASURY; AND ALEX J. ADAMS, TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 4 

FOR FAMILY SUPPORT, ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND 5 

FAMILIES, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 6 

 7 

THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2025 8 

U.S. Senate, 9 

Committee on Finance, 10 

Washington, DC. 11 

 12 

 The meeting was convened, pursuant to notice, at 13 

9:55 a.m., in Room SD-215, Dirksen Senate Office 14 

Building, Hon. Mike Crapo (chairman of the committee) 15 

presiding. 16 

 Present:  Senators Cornyn, Lankford, Barrasso, 17 

Wyden, Cantwell, Whitehouse, and Warnock. 18 

 Also present:  Republican staff:  Courtney Connell, 19 

Chief Tax Counsel; Andrew Dell’Orto, Policy Advisor; 20 

Kellie McConnell, Health Policy Director; Molly Newell, 21 

Chief International Trade Counsel; and Gregg Richard, 22 

Staff Director.  Democratic staff:  Nicole Brussel 23 

Faria, Investigator and Health Advisor; Jonathan 24 

Goldman, Senior Tax Counsel, International; Joshua 25 
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Sheinkman, Staff Director; and Shade Streeter, 1 

Investigative Counsel. 2 

3 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MIKE CRAPO, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM IDAHO, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 2 

 3 

      The Chairman.  The committee will come to order.  4 

We meet today to consider favorably reporting the 5 

nominations of Jonathan McKernan, who is nominated to 6 

serve as the Under Secretary for Domestic Finance at the 7 

Treasury Department, and Dr. Alex Adams, who is 8 

nominated to serve as the Assistant Secretary for Family 9 

Support at the Department of Health and Human Services. 10 

      The meeting this morning will provide members with 11 

the opportunity to offer remarks on the nominees.  12 

Following statements, we will recess briefly and then 13 

proceed to this morning’s nominations hearing.   14 

      We will meet at 11 a.m. today off the Senate floor 15 

to vote on Mr. McKernan and Dr. Adams at our first vote.  16 

During his hearing, Mr. McKernan discussed his plans to 17 

use the Office of Domestic Finance’s wide-ranging 18 

authority to bring back sound and balanced regulation to 19 

our financial system. 20 

      Properly tailoring regulation to underlying risks 21 

rather than intangible policy goals will provide 22 

much-needed relief to financial institutions and the 23 

individuals they serve.  I look forward to working with 24 

him, if confirmed, to accomplish this goal. 25 
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      Dr. Adams spoke strongly about his belief that 1 

Federal policy should strengthen rather than supplant 2 

parents’ capacity to make the best decisions for their 3 

children.  As the Director of the Idaho Department of 4 

Health and Welfare, Dr. Adams knows what policy 5 

decisions empower States to provide critical assistance 6 

to some of America’s most vulnerable populations. 7 

      I am confident in his ability to lead the array of 8 

programs under the Administration for Children and 9 

Families at HHS.  I will be voting in favor of both of 10 

these nominations, and I encourage all of my colleagues 11 

on the committee to do the same. 12 

      Before turning to Senator Wyden for his remarks, 13 

let me also take a moment to acknowledge the retirement 14 

of Bob Becker.  Bob has been with the Senate Recording 15 

Studio for 34 years and is retiring in August.  Today’s 16 

executive session and hearing are his last, and although 17 

he is not actually here in this room, I know he is 18 

monitoring what is going on. 19 

      We are glad to see you get to end your career with 20 

us, the best committee.  He is the Recording Studio’s 21 

go-to hearing director, and has been essential in 22 

directing hearing coverage and coverage of the Senate 23 

floor, and working in the recording studio in various 24 

roles.  We wish Bob all the best in his well-earned 25 
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retirement and thank him for his many years of service. 1 

      I now recognize Senator Wyden.  2 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON WYDEN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM 1 

OREGON 2 

       3 

      Senator Wyden.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 4 

      And, Mr. Chairman I join you in giving this 5 

special salute to Bob Becker.  His excellent work with 6 

the Senate Recording Studio is legend here on Capitol 7 

Hill, and I have been told that this is his last 8 

hearing.  Is Bob here?  Bob is not here. 9 

      Well, we want him to know that we thank him for 10 

his extraordinary service.  He brings new meaning to the 11 

concept of keeping the trains rolling, because he keeps 12 

everything rolling, and we wish him all the best in his 13 

retirement. 14 

      Now, with respect to the nominees that the 15 

committee will vote on shortly, first up is Dr. Adams, 16 

who is nominated to serve as Assistant Secretary for 17 

Family Support at the Department of Health and Human 18 

Services.  Initially, I thought that Dr. Adams was 19 

someone who could make a really big difference, but what 20 

I found, both as we looked into his record and some of 21 

the questioning at the committee, is he talks an 22 

encouraging game with respect to safety and helping 23 

families, but a look at his record shows something very 24 

different. 25 
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      He weakened oversight standards for residential 1 

treatment facilities, where my own staff have found kids 2 

to be at high risk of abuse and neglect.  He single-3 

handedly defunded programs in Idaho that supported kids 4 

with disabilities and their families.  He oversaw the 5 

rollback of staffing standards for child-care facilities 6 

in Idaho.  Simply put, the record shows that a 7 

significant number of kids and families were hurt. 8 

      Worse still, he appears to be just somebody else 9 

who is going to greenlight Donald Trump’s dangerous and 10 

destructive agenda.  During his confirmation hearing, he 11 

bobbed and weaved as we asked questions about various 12 

issues in areas where the administration is undermining 13 

the health of kids and families. 14 

      Dr. Adams repeatedly stated that his job is to 15 

follow the law.  But when asked directly by committee 16 

members for a commitment to make sure that 17 

congressionally appropriated funds for essential 18 

programs like Head Start actually get out the door – 19 

and, of course, this is something required by law -- he 20 

just did not answer. 21 

      His measles response -- and we have been seeing 22 

concern about measles all over the country -- is he said 23 

he was ready to tackle measles because, on his watch, 24 

there had been one case in Idaho.  So, if confirmed, I 25 
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intend to hold Dr. Adams to his initial commitment to me 1 

to work to address abuse and neglect of children, 2 

particularly at residential treatment facilities. 3 

      To that end, Mr. Chairman, I am making public our 4 

latest findings in that investigation that you will 5 

remember, as we worked on it together, particularly as 6 

it relates to mistreatment of LGBTQ youth, and I would 7 

like to make sure that the staff works with yours to 8 

have part of made a part of the record. 9 

      The Chairman.  Absolutely, without objection. 10 

      [The report appears at the end of the transcript.] 11 

      Senator Wyden.  And now let me turn briefly to 12 

Jonathan McKernan’s nomination to serve as Under 13 

Secretary of Domestic Finance at the Treasury.   14 

      Earlier this year, Treasury handed DOGE the keys 15 

to the kingdom for the Treasury payment system.  When I 16 

pressed him about this takeover of the Treasury payment 17 

system and its implications for taxpayer privacy, Mr. 18 

McKernan basically said there’s just no “there” there. 19 

      If confirmed, he would play a key role in how the 20 

Treasury Department handles the most sensitive data of 21 

American taxpayers found in that payment system.  The 22 

American people deserve to know what DOGE is doing with 23 

their personal information, and what’s being done by the 24 

Trump administration to protect the data. 25 
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      Instead, we have been met consistently by this 1 

administration with respect to stonewalling about what 2 

is going on in the Fort Knox of people’s personal 3 

information.  Senator Cantwell, my seat-mate up here, 4 

has been doing great work on privacy issues for years 5 

now.  We sure need a lot of it, given what is going on 6 

at DOGE.  7 

      Mr. McKernan has failed to demonstrate that he 8 

will be committed to protecting American taxpayers from 9 

the ongoing campaign of destruction at the Treasury 10 

Department. With that, I respectfully urge my colleagues 11 

to vote “no” on both of these individuals, and I yield 12 

back to the chair. 13 

      The Chairman.  Thank you, Senator Wyden. 14 

      Does any other Senator wish to make a remark?  15 

Unless there is objection then, the committee will 16 

recess briefly and proceed to this morning’s nominations 17 

hearing.  We will notify members of a time later today, 18 

which actually has been notified, 11 a.m. at the first 19 

vote, for the vote on these nominees. 20 

      Senator Wyden.  So, Mr. Chairman, I gather that 21 

it’s been a little hectic.  You want to start in a few 22 

minutes, and your hope is we will get out by 11 a.m. and 23 

be able to vote? 24 

      The Chairman.  Yes.  And if we are not out, then 25 
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perhaps you and I can rotate running to votes and coming 1 

back, if we need to. 2 

      Senator Wyden.  That will be fine. 3 

      The Chairman.  All right.  Thank you. 4 

      Without objection, it is so ordered, and the 5 

committee stands in recess. 6 

      [Whereupon, at 10:03 a.m., the meeting was 7 

recessed.] 8 

 9 

      The open executive session was reconvened, 10 

pursuant to notice, on Thursday, July 31, 2025, at 11 11 

a.m., in Room S-216, The President’s Room, U.S. Capitol, 12 

Hon. Mike Crapo (chairman of the committee) presiding. 13 

      The Chairman.  The committee will come to order. 14 

      We now have a quorum.  I move that we favorably 15 

report the nomination of Jonathan McKernan.  16 

      Senator Grassley.  Seconded.  17 

      The Chairman.  The Clerk will call the roll. 18 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Grassley? 19 

  Senator Grassley.   Aye. 20 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Cornyn? 21 

  Senator Cornyn.   Aye. 22 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Thune? 23 

  Senator Thune.   Aye. 24 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Scott? 25 
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  Senator Scott.   Aye. 1 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Cassidy? 2 

  Senator Cassidy.   Aye. 3 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Lankford? 4 

  Senator Lankford.   Aye. 5 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Daines? 6 

  Senator Daines.  Aye. 7 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Young? 8 

  Senator Young.   Aye. 9 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Barrasso? 10 

  Senator Barrasso.   Aye. 11 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Johnson? 12 

  Senator Johnson.   Aye. 13 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Tillis? 14 

  Senator Tillis.   Aye. 15 

  The Clerk.   Mrs. Blackburn? 16 

  Senator Blackburn.   Aye. 17 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Marshall? 18 

  Senator Marshall.   Aye. 19 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Wyden? 20 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay. 21 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Cantwell? 22 

  Senator Cantwell.   Nay. 23 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Bennet? 24 

  Senator Bennet.   Nay. 25 
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  The Clerk.   Mr. Warner? 1 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 2 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Whitehouse? 3 

  Senator Whitehouse.   Nay. 4 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Hassan? 5 

  Senator Hassan.   Nay. 6 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Cortez Masto? 7 

  Senator Cortez Masto.   Nay. 8 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Warren? 9 

  Senator Warren.   Nay. 10 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Sanders? 11 

  Senator Sanders.   Nay. 12 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Smith? 13 

  Senator Smith.   Nay. 14 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Luján? 15 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 16 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Warnock? 17 

  Senator Warnock.   Nay. 18 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Welch? 19 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 20 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman? 21 

  The Chairman.   Aye. 22 

  The Clerk will announce the vote. 23 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman, the final tally is 14 24 

ayes and 13 nays. 25 
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  The Chairman.   The “ayes” have it. And the 1 

nomination is favorably reported. 2 

      We’ll now move to favorably report the nomination 3 

of Alex Adams.  4 

     The Clerk.   Mr. Grassley? 5 

  Senator Grassley.   Aye. 6 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Cornyn? 7 

  Senator Cornyn.   Aye. 8 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Thune? 9 

  Senator Thune.   Aye. 10 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Scott? 11 

  Senator Scott.   Aye. 12 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Cassidy? 13 

  Senator Cassidy.   Aye. 14 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Lankford? 15 

  Senator Lankford.   Aye. 16 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Daines? 17 

  Senator Daines.  Aye. 18 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Young? 19 

  Senator Young.   Aye. 20 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Barrasso? 21 

  Senator Barrasso.   Aye. 22 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Johnson? 23 

  Senator Johnson.   Aye. 24 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Tillis? 25 
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  Senator Tillis.   Aye. 1 

  The Clerk.   Mrs. Blackburn? 2 

  Senator Blackburn.   Aye. 3 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Marshall? 4 

  Senator Marshall.   Aye. 5 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Wyden? 6 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay. 7 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Cantwell? 8 

  Senator Cantwell.   Nay. 9 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Bennet? 10 

  Senator Bennet.   Nay. 11 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Warner? 12 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 13 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Whitehouse? 14 

  Senator Whitehouse.   Nay. 15 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Hassan? 16 

  Senator Hassan.   Nay. 17 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Cortez Masto? 18 

  Senator Cortez Masto.   Nay. 19 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Warren? 20 

  Senator Warren.   Nay. 21 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Sanders? 22 

  Senator Sanders.   Nay. 23 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Smith? 24 

  Senator Smith.   Nay. 25 
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  The Clerk.   Mr. Luján? 1 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 2 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Warnock? 3 

  Senator Warnock.   Nay. 4 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Welch? 5 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 6 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman? 7 

  The Chairman.   Aye. 8 

  The Clerk will announce the vote. 9 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman, the final tally is 14 10 

ayes and 13 nays. 11 

  The Chairman.   The “ayes” have it, and the 12 

nomination is favorably reported. 13 

      I thank my colleagues for their attendance.  The 14 

committee stands adjourned. 15 

      [Whereupon, at 11:41 a.m., the meeting was 16 

concluded.]  17 
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SATEMENT OF:     PAGE 1 

Hon. Mike Crapo,      3 2 

a U.S. Senator from Idaho, 3 

chairman, Committee on Finance 4 

 5 

Hon. Ron Wyden,      6 6 

a U.S. Senator from Oregon 7 

  8 



17 
 

SUBMITTED BY HON. RON WYDEN 
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