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Washington, B.C. 20510

Diear Sgnator BALCLES:

fin Behall of the Natiomal Coungl for Communiny Behanional Healthisre, Tam wiiting o
thank you for yaur efMarts te resch an agreement on kegislatian reauthorae the
Children's Hisalth Tnsurance Program (CHIF). The Mational Coundl strongly supparts the
House and Senatn's agresment becausa It drectly reflacts the service needs of the 2
millicm children with mentzl and emotional disorders: that our MEeMDETS sene every e

Thits legislation reflects & fscelly responsiile bipartisen compromise that will extend
heaith coverage to several millian uninsured low- and maderate-income children, The
Metianal Countl is plesssd that th Iegisiatice strengthens the soope of CHIP banafits 1o
Ergure parity bebween physical and mantal health berefits. Currently, mamy states limit
cutpatient mental health banafits ta 20 visits and Inpatwestt heepital services to 30 days
or less, mearing children with more seripus mentsl ilnesses 0o not recaive the manial
health care they nead

The Nakional Councl and its members also applaud the indusion of a s manth
roretnrium of few regqulations on the Medicaid nehabiiimtive serdoes aption and
arhocd-basad sarvices. Thiks moraborium will protect thess wital sarvices end allow
Cangress the opportunity to fully consider these complex: palicy imsuss and anviaid M-
conscened policy Changes,

Wie applaud efforts by the Senate and the House of Representalives T epand heaith
Insurance coversge Lo low- and moderate-ncome chidnen,
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