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OPEN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO CONSIDER FAVORABLY REPORTING 1 

THE NOMINATION OF MEHMET OZ, TO BE ADMINISTRATOR, 2 

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES 3 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2025 4 

U.S. Senate, 5 

Committee on Finance, 6 

Washington, DC. 7 

 8 

 The meeting was convened, pursuant to notice, at 9 

9:36 a.m., in Room SD-215, Dirksen Senate Office 10 

Building, Hon. Mike Crapo, (chairman of the committee) 11 

presiding. 12 

 Present: Senators Johnson, Marshall, Wyden, 13 

Cantwell, Whitehouse, Hassan, Smith, Luján, Warnock, and 14 

Welch. 15 

 Also present:  Republican staff:  Andrew Dell’Orto, 16 

Policy Advisor; Kellie McConnell, Health Policy 17 

Director; and Gregg Richard, Staff Director.  Democratic 18 

staff: Daniel Goshorn, Chief Investigative Counsel; 19 

Stacy Sanders, Chief Health Policy Advisor; Joshua 20 

Sheinkman, Staff Director; Tiffany Smith, Deputy Staff 21 

Director and Chief Counsel; and Shade Streeter, 22 

Investigative Counsel.  23 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MIKE CRAPO, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM IDAHO, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 2 

 3 

      The Chairman.  The committee will come to order.  4 

We meet today to consider favorably reporting the 5 

nomination of Dr. Mehmet Oz to be Administrator of the 6 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  As we have 7 

done with other nominees, this meeting this morning will 8 

provide members with the opportunity to make remarks on 9 

Dr. Oz’s nomination.  We will notify members of a time 10 

and location later today to conduct a vote. 11 

      Dr. Oz has years of experience as an acclaimed 12 

physician and public health advocate.  His background 13 

makes him uniquely qualified to manage the intricacies 14 

at CMS.  At his hearing, Dr. Oz discussed his vision to 15 

ensure CMS provides Americans with access to superb 16 

care, especially our most vulnerable patients.  I look 17 

forward to working with him, if confirmed, to accomplish 18 

this goal. 19 

      I was also encouraged to hear that he will focus 20 

on modernizing federal health care programs, work to fix 21 

our broken clinician payment system and will partner 22 

with Congress to achieve pharmaceutical benefit manager 23 

reform.  There is no doubt that Dr. Oz will work 24 

tirelessly to deliver much-needed change at CMS.  25 
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      I will be voting in favor of his nomination, and I 1 

encourage my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to do 2 

the same. 3 

      I now recognize Ranking Member Wyden for his 4 

remarks.  5 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON WYDEN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM 1 

OREGON 2 

       3 

      Senator Wyden.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  4 

Later today we are going to vote on the Oz nomination.  5 

I am just going to spend a few minutes describing why I 6 

cannot support the nomination. 7 

      During his confirmation hearing, Dr. Oz was given 8 

the chance to assure the American people that he would 9 

not be a rubber stamp for Republican plans to gut 10 

Medicaid and hike Affordable Care Act premiums.  At 11 

every turn, he failed the test.  When I asked him a yes 12 

or no question about whether he would protect Medicaid, 13 

he dodged, he weaved, he simply would not answer. 14 

      That is a stark contrast to what I heard at town 15 

hall meetings open to all in Oregon the past week.  In 16 

Oregon City, I was joined by Patty and Katina, a mom and 17 

a daughter who count on Medicaid to help with Katina’s 18 

medical expenses.  Because of Medicaid, Katina can 19 

thrive in the community as an Oregonian who lives with 20 

Down’s syndrome. 21 

      There are countless other families in Oregon and 22 

across the country who are terrified of these cuts.  Dr. 23 

Oz also ducked a number of my other questions.  When 24 

pressed on whether nurses belong in nursing homes, he 25 
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replied that was a complicated question.  I just found 1 

that a jaw-dropper.  It is not complicated for the rest 2 

of us, whether nursing homes ought to have adequate 3 

staff to take your mom to the bathroom or give your 4 

grandpa meals.  I told Dr. Oz it was pretty simple. 5 

      Not only did the nominee dodge and weave during 6 

questioning at his confirmation hearing, he also failed 7 

to provide factual responses to our written questions 8 

submitted after the hearing.  This lack of 9 

responsiveness to Congress ought to be unacceptable to 10 

every member of our committee. 11 

      But the Republican majority once again seems eager 12 

to disregard their own Congressional oversight 13 

responsibilities when Donald Trump calls the shots.  I 14 

will once again state that Dr. Oz is the second Trump 15 

nominee to come before this committee with a record of 16 

dodging Medicare and Social Security taxes.  Nurses and 17 

firefighters across America pay taxes with every single 18 

hard-earned paycheck.  But the multimillionaire 19 

nominated to run Medicare cannot be bothered to do the 20 

same thing. 21 

      I am also deeply concerned about Dr. Oz’s history 22 

marketing Medicare Advantage plans.  Mr. Chairman, I 23 

would like now to ask for unanimous consent to enter 24 

into the record an investigation by my staff on the 25 
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Finance Committee into the marketing middlemen that are 1 

exploiting Medicare Advantage rules, to aggressively 2 

push MA plans on seniors. 3 

      The Chairman.  Without objection. 4 

      [The report appears at the end of the transcript.] 5 

      Senator Wyden.  Mr. Chairman, this is a 6 

continuation of our efforts to spotlight health care 7 

middlemen, that in my view are leaching off the health 8 

care system at the expense of taxpayers and seniors.  9 

Our investigation found that too many for-profit 10 

insurance companies are spending billions of taxpayer 11 

dollars on marketing middlemen to drown seniors in calls 12 

and mailers. 13 

      These tactics are designed to pressure them into 14 

enrolling in private health plans that might not even 15 

cover their preferred doctor or medicines, or that may 16 

put up unexpected roadblocks to getting the care they 17 

need.  Insurance companies and these marketing middlemen 18 

have orchestrated a complex and complicated system to 19 

line the pockets of shareholders by raising costs for 20 

seniors and taxpayers and evading oversight and 21 

accountability. 22 

      Given Dr. Oz’s history of basically acting as a 23 

salesman for Medicare Advantage, putting him in charge 24 

of regulating these middlemen is almost like letting the 25 
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fox guard the proverbial hen house.  The bottom line is 1 

that American tax dollars are in too many instances 2 

being used for profit -- by profit insurance companies 3 

for shady marketing practices that take advantage of 4 

older people. 5 

      For-profit insurance companies spend five times 6 

more on marketing and administrative expenses than 7 

traditional Medicare, which is of course run by the 8 

government.  If Elon Musk and his cronies at DOGE 9 

actually cared about targeting waste and fraud, they 10 

would focused on waste in Medicare Advantage rather than 11 

targeting Americans’ hard-earned Social Security. 12 

      We have successfully fought for more consumer 13 

protections against predatory MA marketing, and I asked 14 

Dr. Oz to pledge not to roll those protections back.  He 15 

may be open to our concerns on that, and if he is 16 

confirmed I am going to hold him to that and watchdog 17 

this issue spotlighting abuses. 18 

      But the bottom line, colleagues, is that this is 19 

an ability who has shown -- a nominee who has shown no 20 

ability to or interest in pushing back on the dangerous 21 

Trump health care agenda.  I urge my colleagues to vote 22 

no. 23 

      The Chairman.  Thank you, Senator Wyden. 24 

      We will now turn to any Senator wanting to make a 25 
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statement.  I ask each of you who do choose to make a 1 

statement to keep your remarks to three minutes or less, 2 

so we can keep on time for our Social Security nominee. 3 

      Senator Cantwell, you are next.  4 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MARIA CANTWELL, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM WASHINGTON 2 

 3 

      Senator Cantwell.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I am 4 

speaking about this issue today because I want to be 5 

clear about the devastating impacts that Medicaid will 6 

have on our constituents that is included in the House 7 

Republican budget.  8 

      While I appreciate Dr. Oz’s willingness to 9 

consider some interesting and important reforms like 10 

PBMs or the basic health plan, he was unwilling to 11 

commit to opposing a cut to Medicaid.  The math is 12 

clear.  The proposal from the House budget would require 13 

massive cuts to Medicaid.   14 

      While I appreciate that my Republican Senate 15 

colleagues know this, and which is why it is not in 16 

their particular proposal, but now we have to fight the 17 

negotiations between the House and the Senate, and hold 18 

our colleagues accountable to protect this important 19 

program.  I know Dr. Oz will not.  He would not commit.  20 

He would not say no, and certainly not no to President 21 

Trump or Elon Musk or to the House of Representatives. 22 

      The House committee that oversees Medicaid and 23 

Medicare is responsible for funding $880 billion from 24 

these cuts.  So, you can see from this chart the only 25 
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real place to get this is, particularly if Medicare is 1 

off the table, is from Medicaid. 2 

      Even if the committee completely eliminated every 3 

single other program in the E&C account, it still gives 4 

them one-sixth of what they need.  So, make no mistake. 5 

There is no other way to meet this mandate but then to 6 

impact Medicaid.  My colleagues who are trying to play 7 

down this threat or act like there is some other way 8 

around it, it is just not so.  It is either bad math or 9 

bad faith. 10 

      Anyone who is telling their constituents otherwise 11 

is just not being honest with them.  Last week I spoke 12 

in my state, in Seattle, Spokane and Tri-Cities about 13 

these Medicaid cuts, and was joined by physicians, 14 

hospital providers, patients, who do not want to 15 

shoulder this burden.  16 

      A patient like Gail Halverson from Spokane, who 17 

was terrified that the system that provided her and her 18 

late partner who just passed with affordable health 19 

care, will no longer be there for them.  She told me 20 

“Who is going to pay for the nursing home?  That’s 21 

Medicare or Medicaid.  So, are we just going to be left 22 

to die?” 23 

      Harborview, a medical center in Seattle with the 24 

most advanced trauma care in the region, receives 39 25 
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percent of their revenue from Medicaid.  The CEO told me 1 

that a cut of this magnitude would be existential.  So 2 

everyone knows that this issue is on the table, and yet 3 

we do not have a nominee before us who will say clearly 4 

he does not plan to cut Medicaid. 5 

      According to the Congressional Budget Office, 6 

Medicare-related expenditures account for 93 percent of 7 

the non-Medicare spending in the House Energy and 8 

Commerce Committee.  The lion’s share will absolutely 9 

have to come from Medicaid. 10 

      It is time to now get a nominee who would support 11 

that.  That is not Dr. Oz.  So, with this tsunami of 12 

cuts that we are looking at, I cannot support this 13 

nomination.  I hope my colleagues will turn it down as 14 

well, and I hope our colleagues will join us in a fight 15 

to say no cuts to Medicaid.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 16 

      The Chairman.  Thank you, Senator Cantwell, and I 17 

appreciate your keeping the three-minute time limit. 18 

      Next is Senator Hassan.  19 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MAGGIE HASSAN, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 2 

 3 

      Senator Hassan.  Well, thank you, Mr. Chair and 4 

Ranking Member Wyden, for this mark-up and this 5 

opportunity to discuss the serious implications of 6 

having Dr. Oz oversee health care for more than 160 7 

million Americans. 8 

      First of all, Dr. Oz has shown a dangerous 9 

willingness to say or do anything that President Trump 10 

directs him to do, and during his hearing Dr. Oz refused 11 

to commit to following the law in the event that 12 

President Trump directs him to do something illegal.  13 

That failure to commit is disqualifying. 14 

      If confirmed, Dr. Oz would also be tasked with 15 

implementing the devastating cuts to Medicaid proposed 16 

by Congressional Republicans, which could lead to as 17 

many as 30,000 children in my state losing their health 18 

insurance. Granite Staters want Congress to increase 19 

access to health care, not a budget plan that would take 20 

health care away from children, seniors in nursing homes 21 

and thousands of people living in rural areas of my 22 

state.  23 

      Dr. Oz is one of several Trump administration 24 

nominees that say that they recognize the real 25 
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difference that Medicaid and other health programs make, 1 

and yet they are joining an administration and are 2 

supported by Congressional Republicans who plan to slash 3 

the health coverage and programs that people rely on. 4 

      In my state, that includes parents that I just met 5 

yesterday of a young man with autism, whose health care 6 

is provided by both Medicaid and Medicare and would not 7 

be able to obtain private insurance otherwise.  It is 8 

also my -- my constituent up in the North country over 9 

last week expressed her concern that her twins with 10 

severe disabilities would also be pushed off of 11 

Medicaid, leaving her and her family without access to 12 

critical care for them. 13 

      Finally, I will note that a number of states, 14 

including my state of New Hampshire, has something 15 

called a trigger law that applies to its Medicaid 16 

expansion program.  Should the degree of federal funding 17 

for Medicaid expansion, which among other things 18 

provides critical mental health care and addiction 19 

treatment, should that go below 90 percent, which was 20 

the federal commitment for Medicaid expansion, ten 21 

states in this country will automatically lose Medicaid 22 

expansion. 23 

      So, the implications here are real, they are 24 

serious, and Dr. Oz’s assertion that he cares about 25 
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Medicaid, that he understands how important it is is 1 

belied by his unwillingness, as Senator Cantwell pointed 2 

out, to commit to protecting the Medicaid program, and 3 

his willingness to join this administration. 4 

      I urge my colleagues to join me in opposing the 5 

confirmation of Dr. Oz.  Thank you. 6 

      The Chairman.  Thank you, Senator Hassan.  And 7 

Senator Smith and Senator Luján have agreed to let 8 

Senator Warnock go next.  9 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, A U.S. 1 

SENATOR FROM GEORGIA 2 

 3 

      Senator Warnock.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair, 4 

and long before I came to the Senate, I was fighting for 5 

my state to expand Medicaid, which would give an 6 

estimated 600,000 Georgians access to affordable health 7 

care.  But here we are 15 years almost to the day of the 8 

Affordable Care Act being signed into law, and still 9 

Georgia has not expanded Medicaid. 10 

      Georgia continues to deny its citizens access to 11 

this program that is being supported by the taxpaying 12 

Georgians.  To make matters worse, now Washington 13 

Republicans have proposed to gut almost $900 billion 14 

from Medicaid, to give millionaires and billionaires an 15 

additional tax cut, potentially kicking millions of 16 

Americans off of their health care insurance.   17 

      Medicaid covers almost 40 million children across 18 

the country, two in five children in Georgia, one in ten 19 

veterans, 63 percent of seniors in nursing homes.  20 

Medicaid also supports one-fifth of all hospital 21 

spending, especially in communities without many 22 

hospital options.  Washington Republicans and Dr. Oz say 23 

they want to make Medicaid more efficient by requiring 24 

people who get their health insurance through Medicaid 25 
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to fill out government paperwork each month to prove 1 

that they are working. 2 

      Here are the facts.  Here are the facts.  Nearly 3 

all adults enrolled in Medicaid are either working, in 4 

school or are caregivers.  By and large, if they can 5 

work they do work.  I know that may be hard to believe 6 

in a country that increasingly maligns poor people for 7 

being poor, but by and large these folks are already 8 

working or they are caregivers or they are students. 9 

      They are construction workers, they are restaurant 10 

servers and mechanics.  They are doing exactly what Dr. 11 

Oz and Washington Republicans want them to do.  But here 12 

is the deal.  Republicans need a whole lot of money to 13 

pay for their tax cuts for the wealthiest among us, and 14 

they know if you give people enough bureaucratic hoops 15 

to jump through, then enough working people will get 16 

tripped up by the red tape and lose their health care. 17 

      And so that is the plan.  Less money spent on a 18 

working mom’s cancer treatment because she did not fill 19 

out the right form every month by the right deadline, so 20 

you have more money for billionaire tax cuts.  We know 21 

this because I live in Georgia.  Georgia is the only 22 

state with work reporting requirements for its Medicaid 23 

program, and all of this program has to show for itself 24 

five years later is 6,500 people enrolled. 25 
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      We have got nearly 600,000 Georgians who are in 1 

the Medicaid gap.  The governor’s program has enrolled a 2 

whopping 6,500 people.  Mr. Chair, I know I am running 3 

out of time.  But as I close, and nobody believes a 4 

Baptist preacher when he says “as I close,” let me be 5 

really clear that I am voting against Dr. Oz.  I think 6 

he is knowledgeable, certainly more knowledgeable than 7 

Secretary Kennedy about the program that he is tasked to 8 

lead. 9 

      But we have to got to take seriously the need of 10 

millions of Americans who will lose their health care, 11 

and so I am voting no for his nomination and I urge my 12 

colleagues to do the same. 13 

      The Chairman.  Thank you. 14 

      Senator Smith?  15 



18 
 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. TINA SMITH, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM MINNESOTA 2 

 3 

      Senator Smith.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, 4 

I am speaking today in opposition to the nomination of 5 

Dr. Oz to be the administrator of CMS.  I am voting no 6 

because of what I see as a concerted effort by the Trump 7 

administration and some Congressional Republicans to use 8 

Medicaid as an ATM to pay for tax breaks for the 9 

biggest, most successful corporations and wealthy 10 

individuals. 11 

      And at a time when Minnesotans are struggling to 12 

afford their lives and President Trump’s policies are 13 

making it worse, not better, I cannot support the 14 

nomination of Dr. Oz, who will be an enthusiastic 15 

participant in a plan that will make Medicaid health 16 

insurance harder to get and more expensive. 17 

      Now in my home state of Minnesota, 1.2 million 18 

people get their health insurance through Medicaid.  19 

These are seniors in nursing homes, moms and their kids, 20 

working families, people with disabilities and patients 21 

struggling with mental and behavioral health challenges. 22 

      Medicaid is the health insurance that covers more 23 

than half of nursing home residents in our state, and it 24 

covers one in three Minnesota children.  It is the 25 
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biggest health insurer for mental and behavioral health 1 

care for Minnesotans and Americans.  That is 15 million 2 

Americans. 3 

      And here is the reality.  Taking away health 4 

insurance coverage from people will not cut sickness.  5 

People will still need health care.  They just will not 6 

be able to get it in the most efficient, cost-effective 7 

way.  They will get it in emergency rooms, not doctor’s 8 

offices.  Taking away health care insurance will hurt 9 

people and that is the most important issue at stake 10 

here, but it will also cost more money at the end of the 11 

day. 12 

      Mr. Chair, I was home this past weekend, this past 13 

week and I have heard so many stories about Medicaid and 14 

how it saves lives.  I want to share one story with the 15 

committee.  Last week I met a remarkable young woman.  16 

Appropriately her name is Hope.  As a teenager and young 17 

adult, Hope suffered from debilitating and 18 

life-threatening psychosis. 19 

      If it were not for Medicaid, says Hope, “I would 20 

not be alive today.”  In Minnesota, Medicaid covers 21 

inpatient mental health care.  Hope was committed and 22 

she was treated in inpatient care, and she got intensive 23 

treatment for her psychosis, covered by Medicaid.  A 24 

diagnosis of psychosis can feel so hopeless. 25 
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      But Hope was able to get intensive care.  She 1 

needed to learn how to understand and control her 2 

illness, and today she is able to live independently and 3 

is able to manage her mental health.  Today, she gets 4 

her health insurance through her employer. 5 

      So, colleagues, I am voting no on Dr. Oz because I 6 

do not trust him or this administration to follow the 7 

law and to protect our health care.  I cannot trust him 8 

or this administration to run CMS, to protect access to 9 

health care for Hope or the 1.2 million Minnesotans who 10 

get their insurance through Medicaid.  Thank you, Mr. 11 

Chair. 12 

      The Chairman.  Thank you, Senator Smith. 13 

      Senator Luján?  14 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM NEW MEXICO 2 

 3 

      Senator Luján.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. 4 

Chairman, recently a mom from New Mexico shared the 5 

story of her son, who was diagnosed with hemophilia at 6 

the age of six.  Six year-olds should be entering the 7 

first grade, outside playing with neighbors, watching 8 

superhero movies, arguing with their siblings about 9 

whose turn it is to do the dishes. 10 

      Six-year-olds should not have to worry about 11 

whether or not they get to see a doctor or whether they 12 

will get the medicine they need to feel better, so they 13 

could do all the things a six year-old should be doing.  14 

That mom from New Mexico told me she is scared, scared 15 

that if her son’s Medicaid is ripped away, she will lose 16 

her son. 17 

      Now I know that each of us is hearing similar 18 

stories from our constituents, and based on news 19 

accounts, there are lots of town halls and gathering 20 

across America this last week, some where members of the 21 

House participated, some where there was just an empty 22 

chair. 23 

      From the meetings I had with this nominee and from 24 

what I have seen so far from this administration, it is 25 
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clear to me that they plan to gut the Medicaid program 1 

that serves 784,000 New Mexicans.  That is 784,000 lives 2 

that depend on this coverage to survive, get the help 3 

they need and the medical support that is crucial to 4 

living happy and productive lives. 5 

      I will not stand by and watch as families are left 6 

behind by this administration.  There are better ways to 7 

improve our health system.  But slashing essential 8 

programs like Medicaid that pay for a Trump tax cut is 9 

not one of them.  I cannot support a nominee who will 10 

tear apart a health care system to justify giving 11 

millionaires and billionaires more money. 12 

      You know, folks making two million bucks a year, 13 

congratulations.  I wish them well.  I hope they make 14 

more.  To the folks across the country making the median 15 

income and less, should they not be getting the brunt of 16 

this tax cut?  That is where this should be going.  This 17 

is not about wealthy people or not.  This is about who 18 

deserves help, support across the country.  That is what 19 

we are talking about here. 20 

      So, I urge my colleagues to think about the 21 

millions of Americans, their constituents, my 22 

constituents who depend on the programs that this 23 

nominee will have control over, and I urge them to vote 24 

no.  I yield back. 25 
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      The Chairman.  Thank you. 1 

      Senator Whitehouse?  2 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, A U.S. 1 

SENATOR FROM RHODE ISLAND 2 

 3 

      Senator Whitehouse.  Thanks very much, Mr. 4 

Chairman.  First of all, let me express my appreciation 5 

to Senator Cantwell for her remarks, which I thought 6 

pretty well summarized where we are with respect to the 7 

looming attack on Medicaid.  I just want to point out 8 

that in Rhode Island, 60 percent of our nursing home 9 

folks are funded by Medicaid, and nursing homes are not 10 

in great shape to begin with. 11 

      This could be a case not only of people’s aunts 12 

and grandmothers losing the funding that keeps them in 13 

the nursing home, but the nursing home not being able to 14 

survive financially.  45 percent of births in Rhode 15 

Island at Women and Infants Hospital, which is a 16 

legendarily expert OB/GYN hospital, are funded by 17 

Medicaid. 18 

      But for a variety of reasons, women and infants 19 

cannot afford to have Medicaid stripped away, and it 20 

would put that hospital in financial peril to lose 21 

Medicaid.  And then many of us lived through the opioid 22 

epidemic.  Senator Hassan up in New Hampshire 23 

experienced the same sort of thing that we did in Rhode 24 

Island, and many of the people in Rhode Island and 25 
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around the country who are in that brave and noble path 1 

to addiction recovery are supported by Medicaid.  To 2 

undercut them would be cruel as well as stupid. 3 

      I have three topics that I have raised with Dr. Oz 4 

that I would like to get some progress on.  It looks 5 

like when CMS, in a massive abundance of stupidity, 6 

turned on one of its best-performing national ACOs and 7 

tried to strip it because of a brief and disputed 8 

departure below the 5,000-patient minimum, that got 9 

thrown out by a court.   10 

      It shows how weak the CMS case was, and I hope 11 

that CMS does not go back for revenge and leaves things 12 

as they are and lets one of the nation’s 13 

highest-performing ACOs continue to be a high-performing 14 

ACO.   15 

      Rhode Island suffers from a 20-plus percent 16 

differential in payments.  Backus Hospital is probably 17 

25 minutes from our border in Connecticut.  St. Anne’s 18 

is probably five minutes from our border in 19 

Massachusetts.  Neither of those hospitals provide the 20 

high level services that Rhode Island Hospital and Women 21 

and Infants Hospital and Hasbro Children’s Hospital, all 22 

on the same campus, provide, and yet they are paid more. 23 

      And CMS sits on its hands and could not care less 24 

about doing anything about that differential, even as it 25 
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erodes the financial security of Rhode Island’s health 1 

care base.  2 

      And last of all, I have been working since CMS 3 

since the first Trump administration, and it has been 4 

Ground Hog damn day with people changing and having to 5 

get back to square one, on trying to let Rhode Island be 6 

a model for a better way to treat families and patients 7 

where the individuals are nearing the end of their life.  8 

We do really stupid things to people because of Medicare 9 

rules that do not make any sense in that circumstance, 10 

and make even less sense when there is a value-based 11 

care model that is in place. 12 

      So I hope we can make some real progress on those 13 

three things, and we have to defend Medicaid.  It is 14 

just wrong to go after it.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 15 

      The Chairman.  Thank you. 16 

      Senator Welch, did you wish to make a statement at 17 

this point?  All right. 18 

      I think, Senator Marshall, you are the wrap-up.  19 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER MARSHALL, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM KANSAS 2 

 3 

      Senator Marshall.  Okay, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you 4 

so much, and this is such a very important topic.  I 5 

just want to emphasize that as I talk to President Trump 6 

and the administration and my fellow Republicans, we are 7 

here to save Medicaid.  We are here to save it, that we 8 

want to strengthen Medicaid for the most vulnerable. 9 

      And then that is our goal, and I look forward to 10 

working with my colleagues across the aisle on figuring 11 

out how to save it.  But I think you would also agree 12 

with me that what we are spending on Medicaid now looks 13 

like a rocket ship, that we have increased spending on 14 

Medicaid by 50 percent over the last five years.  We 15 

will spend a trillion dollars this year on Medicaid. 16 

      We want to make sure that Medicaid dollars are 17 

spent on the most vulnerable of people, the ones that 18 

really, really need it as well.  That should be the 19 

focus, is on how we save Medicaid.  I think there is 20 

opportunities.  When you are spending a trillion years 21 

[sic] on Medicaid, when it has gone up 50 percent in 22 

five years, I think there are opportunities to address 23 

the fraud and the waste, eligibility issues.  24 

      You know, I wake up every morning hoping to do 25 
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what is fair, to do justice, and what is being done in 1 

one state with Medicaid is simply unfair to what is 2 

being done in Kansas, that some states are manipulating 3 

the system.  They are gaming the system.  If we do not 4 

get our arms around it, there will be no Medicaid left 5 

for those who are the most vulnerable. 6 

      So that would be our goal.  I think we -- if we 7 

can at least agree on the goal that we want to save 8 

Medicaid and want to use it for the most vulnerable, 9 

that is a great starting point.   10 

      And I will just close with a little thought on 11 

Medicare Advantage.  Like Dr. Oz, I thought Medicare 12 

Advantage was a good thing when it came out.  But 13 

unfortunately it has been manipulated.  They found 14 

loopholes to manipulate and now we are spending probably 15 

$83 billion more a year on Medicare Advantage patients 16 

as opposed to if they had been on traditional Medicare, 17 

and I think similar situations are happening with 18 

Medicaid managed care systems as well. 19 

      So, I look forward to working with my colleagues 20 

across the aisle, and I hope that there is an amendment 21 

or there is an opportunity to fix that very broken 22 

system that my friends across the aisle who speak so 23 

boldly about changing Medicare Advantage, that they will 24 

vote for reforming it as well, whenever we have that 25 
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opportunity. 1 

      So again, just emphasize that Republicans are here 2 

to save Medicaid, that we want to make sure that we 3 

strengthen Medicaid for the most vulnerable of our 4 

society who needs it.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 5 

      The Chairman.  Thank you, Senator Marshall. 6 

      Now procedurally, so everyone understands what 7 

will happen with regard to this nomination, the 8 

committee will recess at this point briefly before we 9 

then move to our Social Security hearing, and we will 10 

reconvene to vote on the nomination of Dr. Oz off the 11 

Senate floor at a time to be announced today when we 12 

know when the votes are happening. 13 

      Members will be notified at the time that we get 14 

that confirmed.  The committee will be recessed briefly 15 

until we begin the next hearing. 16 

      [Whereupon, at 10:03 a.m., the meeting was 17 

recessed.]  18 
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      The open executive session was reconvened, 1 

pursuant to notice, on Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 2:15 2 

p.m., in Room S-216, The President’s Room, U.S. Capitol, 3 

Hon. Mike Crapo (chairman of the committee) presiding. 4 

      The Chairman.  The committee will come to order. 5 

      We now have a quorum.  I move that we favorably 6 

report the nomination of Mehmet Oz.  7 

      Senator Grassley.  Seconded.  8 

      The Chairman.  The Clerk will call the roll. 9 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Grassley? 10 

  Senator Grassley.   Aye. 11 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Cornyn? 12 

  Senator Cornyn.   Aye. 13 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Thune? 14 

  Senator Thune.   Aye. 15 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Scott? 16 

  Senator Scott.   Aye. 17 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Cassidy? 18 

  Senator Cassidy.   Aye. 19 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Lankford? 20 

  Senator Lankford.   Aye. 21 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Daines? 22 

  Senator Daines.  Aye. 23 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Young? 24 

  Senator Young.   Aye. 25 
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  The Clerk.   Mr. Barrasso? 1 

  Senator Barrasso.   Aye. 2 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Johnson? 3 

  Senator Johnson.   Aye. 4 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Tillis? 5 

  Senator Tillis.   Aye. 6 

  The Clerk.   Mrs. Blackburn? 7 

  Senator Blackburn.   Aye. 8 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Marshall? 9 

  Senator Marshall.   Aye. 10 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Wyden? 11 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay. 12 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Cantwell? 13 

  Senator Cantwell.   Nay. 14 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Bennet? 15 

  Senator Bennet.   Nay. 16 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Warner? 17 

  Senator Warner.   Nay. 18 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Whitehouse? 19 

  Senator Whitehouse.   Nay. 20 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Hassan? 21 

  Senator Hassan.   Nay. 22 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Cortez Masto? 23 

  Senator Cortez Masto.   Nay. 24 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Warren? 25 
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  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 1 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Sanders? 2 

  Senator Sanders.   Nay. 3 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Smith? 4 

  Senator Smith.   Nay. 5 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Luján? 6 

  Senator Luján.   Nay. 7 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Warnock? 8 

  Senator Warnock.   Nay. 9 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Welch? 10 

  Senator Wyden.   Nay by proxy. 11 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman? 12 

  The Chairman.   Aye. 13 

  The clerk will announce the vote. 14 

  The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman, the final tally is 14 15 

ayes and 13 nays. 16 

  The Chairman.   The “ayes” have it. 17 

      I thank my colleagues for their attendance.  The 18 

committee stands adjourned. 19 

      [Whereupon, at 2:42 p.m., the meeting was 20 

adjourned.]  21 
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