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COMMITTEE ON FINAXCE

I. RULES OF PROCEDURE

Rule 1. Regular Meeting Days.—The regu-
lar mecting day of the committee shall be the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month, ex-
cept that if there be no business before the com-
mittee the regular meeting shall be omitted.

Rule 2. Comm:ttce Meetings—(a) Except as
nrovided by section 133(a) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 194G as amended by sec-
tion 102(a) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1970 (relating to special meetings called
by a majority of the committee) and subsection
(b) of this rule, committee meetings, for the
conduct of business, for the purpose of helding
hearings, or for any other purpose, shall be
called by the chairman. To the greatest extent
possible, members will be notified of committee
meetings at least 24 hours in advance.

(b) In the absence of the chairman. meetings
of tlie committee may be called by the ranking
majority member of the committee who is pres-
ent, provided authority to call meetings has been
delezated to such member by the chairman.

Rule 3. Presiding Officer—(a) The chairman
shall preside at all meetings and hearings of the
committee except that in his absence the rank-
ing majority member who is present at the
meeting shall preside.
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(b) Notwithstanding the rule {)rwcribm_l by
subsection (a) any member of the committee
may preside over the conduct of a hearing.

Rule 4. Quorums.—(a) Except as provided
in subsections (b) and (c¢) six members, includ-
ing not less than one member of the majority
party and one member of the minority party,
shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of
business.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule {)mscribed by
subsection (a), one member shall constitute a
quorum for the purpose of conducting a hearing.

(c) Once a quorum as prescribed by subsec-
tion (a) has been established for the conduct of
business in executive session, the committee may
continue to conduct business so long as five or
more members are present.

Rule 5. Reporting of Measures or Recom-
mendations—No measure or recommendation
shall be reported from the committee unless a
ma&'ority of the committee is actually present
and a majority of those present concur.

Rule 6. Proxy Voting; Polling.—(a) Except
as provided by section 133(d) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 as amended by sec-
tion 106(a) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1970 (relating to limitation on use of
proxy voting to report a measure or matter),
members who are unable to be present may have
their vote recorded by proxy.

(b) At the discretion of the committee, mem-
bers who are unable to be present and whose
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vote has not been cast by proxy may be polled
for the purpose of recording their vote on any
rollcall taken by the committee.

Rule 7. Order of Motions—When several mo-
tions are before the committee dealing with re-
lated or overlapping matters, the chairman may
specify the order in which the motions shall be
voted upon.

Rule 8. Bringing a Matter to a Vote—If the
chairman determines that a motion or amend-
ment has been adequately debated, he may call
for a vote on such motion or amendment, and
the vote shall then be taken, unless the commit-
tee votes to continue debate on such motion or
amendment, as the case may be. The vote on a
motion to continue debate on any motion or
amendment shall be taken without debate.

Rule 9. Public Announcement of Committee
T otes.—Pursuant to section 133(b) of the Leg-
islative Reorganization Act of 1946 as amended
by section 104(a) of the Legislative Reorgani-
zation Act of 1970 (relating to public announce-
ment of votes), the results of rollcall votes taken
by the committee on any measure (or amend-
ment thereto) or matter shall be announced pub-
licly not later than the day on which such meas-
ure or matter is ordered reported from the
committee,

Rule 10. Sudpoenas.—Subpoenas for attend-
ance of witnesses and the production of memo-
randa, documents, and records shall be issued by
the chairman, or by any other member of the
committee designated by him.
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Rule 11. Open Committee Hearings—To the
extent required by section 133A of the Legisla-
tive Reorganization Act of 1946 as amended by
section 112(a) of the Legisiative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1970 (relating to limitations on open
hearings), each hearing conducted by the com-
mittee shall be open to the public.

Rule 12. Announcement of Hearings.—The
committee shall undertake consistent with the
provisions of section 153A of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 as added by section
111(a) of the Legislative Reorganization Act
of 1970 (relating to public notice of committee
hearings) to issue public announcements of
hearings it intends to hold at least one week
prior to the commencement of such hearings.

Rule 13. Weitnesses at Hearings—(a) Each
witness who is scheduled to testify at any hear-
ing must submit his written testimony to the
staff director not later than noon of the last
business day preceding the day on which he is
scheduled to appear. Such written testimony
shall be accompanied by a brief summary of the
principal points covered in the written testi-
mony. Having submitted his written testimony,
the witness shall be allowed not more than ten
minutes for oral presention of his statement.

(b) Witnesses may not read their entire writ-
ten testimony, but must confine their oral pres-
entation to a summarization of their arguments.

(c) Witnesses shall observe proper standards
of dignity, decorum and propriety while pre-

4



senting their views to the committee. Any wit-
ness who violates this rule shall be dismissed,
and his testimony (both oral and written)
shall not appear in the record of the hearing.

Rule 14. Audiences.—Persons admitted into
the audience for open hearings of the committee
shall conduct themselves with the dignity, de-
corum, courtesy and propriety traditionally ob-
served by the Senate. Demonstrations of ap-

roval or disapproval of any statement or act
y any member or witness are not allowed. Per-
sons creating confusion or distractions or
otherwise disrupting the orderly proceeding of
the hearing shall be expelled from the hearing.

Rule 15. Broadcasting of Hearings—(a)
Broadcasting of open hearings by television or
radio coverage shall be allowed upo:n approval
by the chairman of a request filed w.th the
staff director not later than noon of the day be-
fore the day on which such coverage is desired.

(b) If such approval is granted, broadcast-
ing coverage of the hearing shall be conducted
unobtrusively and in accordance with the stand-
ards of dignity, propriety, courtesy and de-
corum traditionally observed by the Senate.

(c) Equipment necessary for coverage by tele-
vision and radio media shall not be installed in,
or removed from, the hearing room while the
committee is in session.

(d) Additional lighting may be instailed 1n
the hearing room by the media in order to raise
the ambient lighting level to the lowest level
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necessary to provide adequate television cover-
age of the hearing at the then current state of
the art of television coverage.

(e) The additional lighting authorized by
subsection (d) of this rule shall not be directed
into the eyes of any members of the commit-
tee or of any witness, and ac the request of any
such member or witness, offending lighting shall
be extinguished.

(f) No witness shall be required to be photo-
graphed at any hearing or to give testimony
whiﬁe the broadcasting (or coverage) of that
hearing is being conducted. At the request of
any such witness who does not wish to be sub-
jected to radio or television coverage, all equip-
ment used for coverage shall be turned off.

Rule 14. Amcndment of Rules—The fore-

going rules may be added to, modified, amended
or suspended at any time.



1L EXCERPTS FROM THE STANDING
RULES OF THE SENATE RELATING
TO COMMITTEE JURISDICTION AND
PROCEDURE
RULE XXV

* ] *
[Committee Jurisdiction]

1. The following stunding committees shall
be appointed at the commencement of each Con-
aress, with leave to report by bill or otherwise:

* * X

(1) Commni.ttee on Finance, to which com-
mittee suall Le referred all proposed legisla-
tion, messages, petitions, memorials, and other
matters relating to the following subjects’:

1. Except as provided in the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, revenue measures gen-
erally.

9. Except as provided in the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, the bonded debt of the
United States.*

3. The deposit of public moneys.

4. Customs, collection districts, and ports of
entry and delivery.

1 As ameuded, Sec. 181(a) of Pub. Law 91-510, 84 Stat.
1163, Oct. 26, 1970. Section 131 of that Act established a
standing Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and transferred to
it ni‘aitters previously under the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Finance.

2 As amended, Sec. 902 of Pub. Law 93344, 88 Stat. 330,
July 12, 1974.

7



5. Reciprocal trade agreements.
6. Transportation of dutiable goods.

7. Revenue measures relating to the insular
possessions.

8. Tarifls and import quotas, and matters
related thereto.

9. National social security.

* % *

[Executive Sessions]

* * *

7**#

(b) Each meeting of a standing. select, or
special committee of the Sc. ate, or any subcom-
mittee thereof, including meetings to con<uct
hearings, shall be open to the public. excejpt that
a meeting or series of meetings by a committee
or a subcommittee thereof on the same subject
for a period of no more than fourteen calendar
days may be closed to the public on a motion
made and seconded to go into closed session to
discuss only whether the matters enunierated in
paragraphs (1) through (6) would require the
meeting to be closed followed immediately by a
record vote in open session by a majority of
the members of the committee or subcommittee
when it is determined that the matters to be dis-
cussed or the testimony to be taken at such meet-
Ing or meetings—

(1) will disclose matters neces-ary to be
kept =ccret in the interasts of national de-
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fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
cign relations of the United States;

(2) will relate solely to matters of com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure:

(3) will tend to charge an individual
with crime or i sconduct, to disgrace or in-
jure the professional standing of an indi-
vidual, or otherwise to expose an individual
to public contempt or obloquy, or will rep-
resent a clearly unwarranted invasion of
the privacy of an individual;

(4) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will
disclose any information relating to the in-
vestigation or prosecution of a c~minal
offense that is required to be kept secret in
the interests of effective law enforcement;

(5) will disclose information relating to
the trade secrets of financial or commercial
information pertaining specifically to a
given person if—

() an Act of Congress requires the
information to be kept confidential by
Government officers and employees; or

(B) the information has been ob-
tained by the Government on a con-
fidential basis, other than through an
application by such person for a spe-
cific Government financial or other
benefit, and is required to be kept secret
in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or
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(6) may divulge matters required to be
kept confidential under other provisions of
law or Government regulations.

(c) Whenever any hearing conducted by any
such committee or subcommittee is open to the
public, that hearing may be broadcast by radio
or television, or both. under such rules as the
committee or subcommittee may adopt.

(d) Whenever disorder arises during a com-
mittee meeting that is open to the public, or any
demonstratior. of approval or disapproval is in-
‘lulged in by any person in attendance at any
such meeting, it shall be the duty of the Chair
to enforce order on his own 1initiative and with-
out any point of order being made by a Senator.
When the Chair finds it necessary to maintain
order, he shall have the power to clear the room,
and the committee may act in closed session for
so long as there is doubt of the assurance of
order.

(e) Each committee shall prepare and keep
a complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of each
meeting or conference whether or not such meet-
ing or any part thereof is closed under this para-
graph, unless a majority of said members vote
to forego such a record.

1 On Nov. 19, 1975, the Finance Committee agreed to forego
such a record unless 2 motion to maintain a record is approved.
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III. EXCERPTS FROM THE LEGISLA-
TIVE REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1946,
AS AMENDED, RELATING TO COM-
MITTEE POWERS AND RULES

[Committee Powers]
* & %

Skc. 134. (a) Each standing committee of the
Senate, ircluding any subcommittee of an
such committee, is authorized to hold suc
hearings, to sit and act at such times and places
during the sessions, recesses, and adjourned
periods of the Senate, to require by subpoena
or otherwise the attendance of such witnesses
and the production of such correspondence,
books, papers, and documents, to take such testi-
mony and to make such expenditures (not in
excess of $10,000 for each committee during
any Congress) as it deems advisable. Each such
committee may make investigations into an
matter within its jurisdiction, may report sucz
hearings as may be had by it, and may employ
stenographic assistance . . . . The expenses
of the committee shall be paid from the con-
tingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman.

(b) (Superseded by 2 U.S.C. 104a.)

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, no standing committee of the Senate
shall sit, without cpecial leave, while the Senate
is in session. The prohibition contained in the
preceding sentence shall not apply to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or tge Committee on
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the Budget of the Senate.! Any other standing
committee of the Senate may sit for any pur-

while the Senate is in session if consent
therefor has been obtained from the majority
leader and the minority leader of the Senate.
In the event of the absence of either of such
leaders, the consent of the absent leader may
be given by a Senator designated by such leader
for that purpose. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of this subsection, any standing committee
of the Senate may sit without special leave for
any purpose as authorized by paragraph 7 of
rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the Senate.?

[Committee Rules]

(Section 133B of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1046 as added by section 130 of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1970)

Sec. 133B. Each standing, select, or special
committee of the Senate shall adopt rules (not
inconsistent with the Standing Eules of the
Senate or with those provisions of law having
the force and effect of Standing Rules of the
Senate) governing the procedure of such com-
mittee. The rules of each such committee shall
be published in the Congressional Record not
later than March 1 of cach year, except that if
any such committee is established on or after
February 1 of a year, the rules of that com-

1 Ag amended, Sec. 903 (a) of Pub. Law 93-344, 88 Stat. 331,
July 12, 1974.

* As amended, Sec. 117(a) of Pub. Law 81-510, 84 Stat.
1155, Oct. 26, 1970, and Sec. 1(6) of Pub. Law 91-552, S4
Stat. 1440, Dec. 16, 1970.
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mittee during the year of establishment shall
be published in the Congressional Record not
later than sixty days after such establishment.
An amendment to the rules of any such com-
mittee shall be published in the Congressional
Record not later than thirty days after the
adoption of such amendment. If the Congres-
sional Record is not published on the last day
of any period during which the rules of any
such committee, or an amendment to those
rules, is required to be published in the Con-
gressional Record by this section, such rules or
amendment shall be published in the first daily
edition of the Congressional Record published
following such day.

O
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