
 

 

 

 

 
The Hon
Chair, Co
United S
Washingt
  
The Hon
Co-Chair
United S
Washingt
 
 
Dear Cha
of the Wo
 
On behal
care som
patients a
correlatio
managem
types, inc
market se
 
Reports b
arthritis a
number o
condition
populatio
autoimm
protectiv
joints, re
the wear 
afflicts th
worsens 
These mo
diabetes,
 

                
1 E.g., U.S
2 Ctrs. for D
http://www
Prevalence
26, 26–35 

orable Orrin
ommittee on
tates Senate 
ton, D.C. 20

orable Johnn
r, Working G
tates Senate 
ton, D.C. 20

airman Hatch
orking Grou

lf of Samum
me important 

and the healt
on between O
ment-control
cluding carti
everal break

by the U.S. D
as one of the
one cause of
ns, the most 
on, and more

mune forms o
ve cartilage in
duced range
and tear in a

he lower extr
over time, it
obility limita
 and heart di

                     

. Dep’t. Health

Disease Contro
w.cdc.gov/arthr
e of Arthritis an
(Jan. 2008). 

 

n Hatch   
n Finance  

  
0510   

ny Isakson  
Group   

   
0510   

h, Ranking M
up: 

med, LLC, I w
facts regard
th care syste
OA and othe
led company
ilage, derma

kthrough ther

Department 
e most impac
f disability in
common by

e than one-th
f arthritis, O
n joints, whi

e of motion, d
a joint over t
remity joints
t often affect
ations often 
isease. 

                  

h & Human Ser

ol & Prevention
ritis/basics/oste
nd Other Rheu

Member Wy

write to share
ding the impa
em as a whol
er chronic co
y leading me
l, and neural
rapies to trea

of Health an
ctful chronic
n the U.S.  A
 far is OA.  O

hird of those
OA is a degen
ich causes sw
decreased fu
time.  While
s, such as kn
ts more than
lead to or w

rvs., Initiative 

n, Osteoarthrit
eoarthritis.htm 
umatic Conditio

1 

June

 The 
 Ran
 Unit
 Was

 The 
 Co-C
 Unit
 Was

yden, Co-Cha

e with the C
act of the chr
le, and to rai
onditions.  Sa
edical resear
l tissue.  In t
at a range of 

nd Human Se
c conditions 

Although ther
OA affects g
 aged 65 and
nerative dise
welling and i
unction, and 
e OA may aff
nees and hips
n one of these
worsen other 

on Multiple Ch

tis: Prevalence
(May 2014); R

ons in the Unit

e 22, 2015 

Honorable R
nking Membe
ted States Se
shington, D.C

Honorable M
Chair, Work
ted States Se
shington, D.C

airs Isakson 

Committee’s w
ronic condit
ise the need 
amumed is a
rch in regene
the coming y
f degenerativ

ervices (HH
facing our n
re are numer
greater than t
d over.2  Unl
ease defined 
inflammatio
chronic pain

ffect any join
s.  Because t
e joints, seve
comorbid co

hronic Conditi

e, 
Reva C. Lawre
ted States, Par

Arman Y
Chief Legal 
9381 Judicia

San Diego, CA

Ron Wyden 
er, Committe
enate   
C. 20510 

Mark Warne
king Group 
enate 
C. 20510 

and Warner

working gro
tion osteoarth
for further a
an independe
eration of nu
years, we ho
ve diseases, i

HS), among o
nation.1  Arth
rous types o
ten percent o
like rheumat
by the deter

on, bone spur
n.  In essenc
nt, OA most 
the condition
erely limitin
onditions, su

ions (2014). 

ence et al., Esti
rt II, 58 Arthriti

Y. Oruc 
Officer 

al Drive 
A 92121 

858 9
858 5
info@
www
 

ee on Financ

er 

r, and Memb

oup on chron
hritis (OA) o

analysis of th
ent, 

umerous tissu
ope to bring t
including OA

others, identi
hritis is the 
f arthritic 
of the U.S. a
toid and othe
rioration of t
rs, misshape

ce, it is cause
commonly 
n inevitably 

ng mobility.  
uch as obesit

imates of the 
is & Rheumato

 

926 2900 phone
552 9315 fax 

@samumed.com
.samumed.com

ce 

ers 

nic 
on 
he 

ue 
to 
A. 

ify 

adult 
er 
the 
en 
ed by 

ty, 

ology 



 

 

 

Despite t
and the e
as possib
The exist
these the
corticoste
the treatm
significan
 
To highli
disease—
$10,000 t
hospital s
joint repl
2009, the
620,192 
$13.7 bil
steadily r
expected
 
Hospital 
direct exp
diagnosti
 
OA is als
productiv
burden o
disease, o

                
3 E.g., Arth
4 See, e.g., 
Hip or Tot
(reporting 
Direct and
Occupation
was $11,54
Osteoarthr
diagnosed 
5 Agency f
(2009). 
6 See, e.g., 
http://www
7 Louise M
Health Per
8 Steven K
to 2030, 89

the high prev
existing treat
ble, until pain
ting drug the
rapies—incl
eroids—hav
ments thems
nt additional

ight some of
—not includin

to $20,000.4

stays for ind
lacement sur
e number of 
and 284,708
llion.7  Unlik
risen over tim

d to increase 

stays repres
penditures in
ic imaging s

so associated
vity, disabilit
f OA, there 
or the interre

                     
hritis Foundatio

Ariel Berger e
tal Knee Replac
total costs of $

d Indirect Costs
nal & Envtl. M
42 in a privatel
ritis in US Pati
OA patients at

for Healthcare R

Bob Herman, 
w.modernhealth

Murphy, PhD &
rspective, 112:3

Kurtz et al., Proj
9(4) J. Bone Jo

 

valence of O
tment regime
n and loss of
erapies are in
luding opioid

ve well-know
elves add fu
l cost burden

f these costs,
ng joint repl

4  Moreover, 
dividuals age
rgeries as the
U.S. hospita

8, respectivel
ke the other l
me; projectio
by 673 and 

ent only a fr
nclude emer
ervices, and 

d with consid
ty payments
are very lim
elated nature

                  
on, Comment L

et al., Patterns 
cement in Pati

$19,466 during
s of Pain Thera

Med. 998, 998–
ly insured samp
ients, 12(8) Pai
t $19,391 with 

Research & Qu

Medicare Shed
hcare.com/artic

& Charles G. He
3 Am. J. Nursi

ojections of Pri
oint Surg. Am. 

OA in the pop
ens are mere
f functionalit
neffective,3 t
ds, nonstero

wn negative e
urther health 
ns on the hea

, it is estimat
acement sur
OA is the di

ed 45 to 64.5

e most comm
al discharges
ly, with corr
leading caus
ons indicate 
174 percent,

raction of the
rgency depar

high prescri

derable indir
s, and other e

mited studies 
e of the burd

Letter on 21st C

of Pharmacoth
ents with Osteo

g two years prec
apy for Osteoa
1005 (2008) (f
ple of patients)
in Practice 633
previously dia

uality, Healthc

ds New Light o
cle/20150601/N

elmick, MD, T
ing S13, S16 (2

mary and Revi
780, 780–85 (2

2 

pulation, the
ely palliative
ty renders jo
treating only
idal anti-infl
effects on or
risks to thos

alth care sys

ted that the a
rgery and the
iagnosis asso
 Furthermor

mon inpatien
s associated 
responding h
ses of hospita
that the volu

, respectively

e direct heal
rtment visits
iption drug u

rect costs, su
economic los
that have me

den of related

Century Cures 

herapy and He
oarthritis, 63(8
ceding hip or k

arthritis in an In
finding that the
); T. Kim Le et

3, 633–640 (20
agnosed OA pa

care Cost and U

on Hospital, Ph
NEWS/150609

The Impact of O
2012) (analyzin

ision Hip and K
2007). 

re is present
e, seeking to 
oint replacem
y the disease
flammatory a
rgan health w
se afflicted w
tem. 

annual per p
e associated 
ociated with
re, comment
nt discharge 
with knee an

hospital expe
alization, tot
ume of knee
y, between 2

lth care costs
, outpatient a
utilization.  

uch as lost ea
sses.  Despit
easured the 
d comorbidit

s Discussion Dr

ealth Care Util
8) Arthritis & R
knee replaceme
Insured Popula
e annual direct 
t al., Healthcar

012) (comparin
atients at $18,7

Utilization Proj

hysician Pay, M
9999. 

Osteoarthritis i
ng 2009 HCUP

Knee Arthropla

Arman Y
Chief Legal 
9381 Judicia

San Diego, CA

tly no cure fo
 reduce the p

ment surgery
e’s symptom
agents like n
when used lo
with the dise

patient direct
costs—is ap

h the highest 
tators have i
paid for by M
nd hip replac
enditures of 
tal joint repl

e and hip rep
2005 and 203

s associated 
and physicia

arnings, lost
te the obviou
economic im
ties.  We fee

raft (Feb. 13, 2

lization and Co
Rheumatology
ent surgery); A
ation in the Un
cost associated
re Costs Assoc

ng annual Medi
728). 

ject (HCUP), E

Modern Health

in the United S
P data). 

asty in the Uni

Y. Oruc 
Officer 

al Drive 
A 92121 

858 9
858 5
info@
www
 

for the diseas
pain for as lo
y unavoidabl
s, and many 

naproxen, an
ong-term.  Th
ease and imp

t cost of the 
pproximately

number of 
dentified ma
Medicare.6  
cements was
$28.5 billion
lacement has
placements is
30.8 

with OA.  O
an care, 

t work days a
usly substan
mpact of the 
el it is import

2015). 

osts Prior to To
y 2258, 2272 (2
Alan White et a
ited States, 50(
d with OA diag
ciated with 
icare costs for n

Exhibits 2.2a &

hcare (Jun. 1, 2

States: A Popul

ited States from

 

926 2900 phone
552 9315 fax 

@samumed.com
.samumed.com

se, 
ong 
le.  
 of 
d 
hus, 

pose 

y 

ajor 
In 
s 
n and 
s 
s 

Other 

and 
ntial 

tant 

otal 
2011) 
al., 
(9) J. 
gnoses 

newly 

& 2.4 

2015), 

lation-

m 2005 



 

 

 

that chro
the affect
 
Samume
diseases.
a resourc
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

nic care poli
ted populatio

d appreciate
  We respect

ce to the wor

 

icy properly 
on.   

es the work th
tfully submit
rking group. 

prioritize re

he Committe
t these comm

3 

esearch, inno

ee is underta
ments, and w

Sinc

Arm
Chie
Sam

ovation, and 

aking on the
welcome futu

cerely, 

man Oruc 
ef Legal Off

mumed, LLC

Arman Y
Chief Legal 
9381 Judicia

San Diego, CA

effective ca

 important is
ure opportun

ficer 
C 

Y. Oruc 
Officer 

al Drive 
A 92121 

858 9
858 5
info@
www
 

are strategies

ssue of chro
nities to serv

 

926 2900 phone
552 9315 fax 

@samumed.com
.samumed.com

s for 

nic 
e as 


