Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kristina Carlson e
Sent: Saturday, September 23 2017 8:33 PM

.To: v gchcomments .
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To Whom This May Concern:

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
father has quite a few pre-existing medical conditions. Mostly, they are reminders from his childhood where
he was in and out of Fiddpitd&¥ighting a deadly form of childhood cancer. He made it through; my uncle
wasn't so lucky.

By passing a bill that would allow states to decide whether or not they wanted to continue protections so that
people who have pre-existing conditions would not pay more PURELY based on that fact, you would put
countless Americans in danger. Not only am. | standing up for my family, but | am a future physician. In just
over two years, | will enter the healthcare setting as an integral member of the healthcare team with a
responsibility to my patients. This bill would negatively impact many.people, and thus, | can not stand by and
watch this happen. Therefore, | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely, Kristina Carlson

Salem, NH
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: . Maggie Stark 4

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:32 PM
To: ' gchcomments

Subject: NO to Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill
Hello,

I would like to let you know that I, too, am against this latest health care attack. I'm a constituent and my name
is Part of a family of five in Chardon, Ohio. LIke millions of others, I rely on the ACA to keep
health care affordable and repealing it directly puts me at risk!! We are self-employed and have preexisting
conditions!!!! I want Seénator Rob Portman and Sherrod Brown to vote AGAINST the Graham-Cassidy bill

that's currently before Congress.

Maggie Stark
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Katherine Deerkoski

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Barbara Brem Noveau; Leni Preston; Lynda Honberg
Subject: . Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy legislation

Dear Senator Cardin,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy legislation. Because I work at a clinic I
see how important good healthcare is to good hard working people with families and a love for America.

My daughter and her husband in Pennsylvania own a small business and rély on the ACA for coverage. My son
in California works as a consultant. He has pre-existing conditions and also relies on the ACA.

The Graham-Cassidy Repeal Bill will:
1. _Deﬁ_md Planned Parenthood for a year and threaten guaranteed maternity care.
‘2. End 4sﬁl')sirdies and tax credits that help 'working‘ Afhericans afford coverage. |
3. Allow states to waive key protections and let insurers raise premiums for pre-existing conditions.

4, Severely cut Medicaid.

The bill would cut federal funding to states by $215 billion through 2026 and more than $4 trillion over 20
years.

The bill lets federal funding expire in 2027, with no guarantee that Congress will renew it.
The bill will allow states to wave key protections and let insurers raise premiums for pre-existing conditions.
More people will be put at risk especially:

e Older and sick patients

e Veterans .

e Low. ahd middle-income Americans

e Minority communities.

If you're one of the 130 million Americans with a pre-existing condition, you may pay a lot more for your
health care.

e For Diabetes, your premiums may go up to $5600 per year.
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e For Pregnancy, your premiums may go to $17,320 per year

e For Arthritis, your premiums may go up to $26,580 per year

e For Asthma, your premiums may go ﬁp to $4340 per year.

e For Metastatic Cancer, your premiums may go up to $142,650 per year.
Please do no pass this bill.

Katherine Deerkoski
Maryland

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sandra Wrencher

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care

I am a cancer patient. I cannot live without affordable insurance.”"Why are you trying to
kill me. I will surely die if this Graham Cassidy bill is passed. If you're so intent on
repealing the ACA just rename it Trumpcare. Keep it and let that monster grin and call it
his own. Or better yet, act like grown ups and work together to fix what needs fixing and
get on with the nation's business.

Sandra Wrencher
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lestie McColgin

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:57 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare and decency

I forgot to include my town/state when I sent this a few minutes ago, so here it is again:

Our family relies on having reliable, affordable healthcare. My 30 year old son is self-employed as a small
businessman and relies on the exchange to get his insurance. He has a chronic condition that sent him to the ER
14 times in one year in 2015 but is manageable with medication, now that he knows what is wrong. Before the
ACA he could not afford insurance and went without. ACA came and he was able to be on my employer plan
until he was 26 and then was able to afford an exchange plan, fortunately in time for all his ER visits and onset
of his condition. Graham-Cassidy will take him back to the pre ACA situation.

My husband runs a small business providing foster care home services to adults with intellectual
disabilities. He needs reliable affordable healthcare. '

I had breast cancer in 2014 and have a number of other minor conditions. I am nearly 63 years old. I need
affordable health insurance to be available. We built an active/passive solar home and took out a large
mortgage in 2016 before the election, not realizing that everything could be in jeopardy. Graham-Cassidy
would be devastating to me and would put us at significant financial risk.

My daughter is expecting our first grandchild in January. We all fear for her future and whether healthcare will
be there when it is needed.

But most of all | want to talk about Medicaid.

I provide therapy services and 90% of my caseload relies on Medicaid to pay for those services. Children with
autism and Down Syndrome. Adults on the expansion with serious health concerns that haven't yet been
approved for disability. Most of all, this bill will be devastating to them. People with disabilities have come a
long way fighting to get the services they need and this bill will wipe it all out with the devastating cuts to
Medicaid. There is nothing "flexible" about having less money than you need to do the job that has to be
done. There isn't enough money now and there is rationing of therapy services and a two to three year waiting
list for those with intellectual disability to get on the Michelle P Waiver program they need.

States without exchanges would be particularly damaged and our governor dismantled the exchange we had and
put us in a position where this bill will hurt my son. Telling us that our state can do a better job is a joke here in
Kentucky where we have a governor hell-bent on moving us backwards on healthcare. So even it we vote him
out and get someone better then the system gets upended every four years? That's not a recipe for stabilizing
the healthcare market, it's a recipe for destabilization and disaster. ‘

Kill the bill.

Start over and work in a bipartisan fashion and stop the politics and start focusing on policy.
Where is our decency? How can a country be "great" when it proposes to hurt so many of its vulnerable
citizens?
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nicole Dupré

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill / ACA repeal

My family expects and relies on quality, affordable health care, which makes me squarely opposed

to the Graham-Cassidy bill. Two years ago, my father -- a 20-year Air Force veteran -- dealt with a life-
threatening health issue that required both immediate and sustained care, including surgery, dialysis, and
rehabilitation. Because he is a military veteran with TriCare health benefits, he and my mother were able to
fully focus on what needed to be done medically and emotionally to support his recovery, without worrying
about the costs. Although there were certainly other issues with the health care system that were infuriating and
need fixing, thankfully insurance was not one of them. This should be the case for EVERY American.

Not only that, health care is a significant portion of our national economy, and any changes to the system also
impact the economy.

When health insurance reform was being debated in Massachusetts in the mid 2000s, our Republican governor
Mitt Romney made the effective conservative argument that the individual mandate was a hedge against "free
riders," those people that didn't pay into the insurance system and then ended up using emergency room care for
either actual (costly) emergencies or for medical issues that should have been handled earlier with (less
expensive) preventive care. The cost of unpaid emergency room bills were passed along to everyone else in the
form of higher prices for both insurance and medical care. Alongside the moral argument that all of us deserve
quality health care (via quality health insurance), this anti-free rider argument worked well in convincing the
populace to back the new law. I don't understand why this commonsense and obvious case was never taken up
nationally by Republicans.

Congress should be making efforts to IMPROVE the ACA, not repeal it. Expand Medicare to more people.
Provide more subsidies to lower-middle income families for health insurance premiums. Keep minimizing the
profit incentive in health care.

Using taxes for social goods is a no-brainer. Killing the ACA to "save" federal funds to be passed on as lower
taxes for the wealthy is reprehensible. I have urged my Senators to oppose this and any further efforts to repeal
the ACA, and would like to see bipartisan efforts to improve and expand upon the ACA instead.

Thank you for listening.
Sincerely,

Nicole Dupré
Somerville MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Kathryn Treanor <D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: We live in Virginia

We have good friends who adopted wonderful children from China. Some of these smart, great kids had/have
special health needs. Should the Graham-Cassidy bill pass and become the law of the land, this family - also
Virginia residents - will likely lose the health insurance they had under the ACA because the kids have pre-
existing conditions. Virginia has never been a state that went even above what they absolutely had to for health
insurance for kids and I would also reasonably expect it to be first in line to request waivers so that-they would
not have to cover these kids and thousands like them.

Giving states the options of how they want to spend block grant money and letting them receive waivers for
covering kids who need coverage is not the way a great nation treats its vulnerable citizens. I am saddened by
this additional effort to end the ACA which has served so many Virginia families.

Thank you for your attention.

Kathryn Tréanor

Amissville, VA 20106
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon Paslowski

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham Cassidy

My name is Sharon Paslowski. My son is 13 years old. He was born at 28 weeks with hydrocephalus, cleft lip
and palate. He spent 74 days in the NICU. He has had 14 surgeries....bone graphs, ear drum rebuilds, brain
shunts. He has sleep apnea, severe acid reflux. He is also an "A" student, a swimmer and a fighter. His medical
bills have been in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. Even with decent insurance, we pay a lot for
deductibles. But I am so incredibly grateful for the ACA- that he will never be denied for all of his

ailments, that he can't max out. These protections have saved our family from financial ruin. I also have a
diabetic mother and a dad with high blood pressure. My husband's dad has kidney disease. Graham Cassidy
would be detrimental to all of them as well.

Think of the consequences to everyday people. Kids that may never be able to get coverage as adults through no
fault of their own. :

Sharon Paslowski
Deerfield Beach, FL 33064

G
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Elicia Hicks m

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments -
Subject: Healthcare bill

To Whomever it may concern:

| am completely opposed to the healthcare bill that is currently being considered. My daughter has a rare
autoinflammatory disease. It is called systemic juvenile idiopathic arthritis. She was diagnosed at the age of 4. The
disease causes widespread inflammation in her body. It causes her body to attack her organs, muscles, and joints. There
is currently no cure for this disease. All we can do is treat its symptoms.

Her disease can change at any moment and she can go from feeling fine to needing to be hospitalized. My husband and |
are both hard working individuals but we don't make a ton of money. We have struggled for the last 4 years since her
diagnosis to try to pay our bills and afford her care. We recently had to file bankruptcy due to all the debt that we have
incurred most of it from having to pay medical bills and medications for her. She has been on Allkids insurance for most
of the last 4 years. Which is a tremendous blessing,still our share of the medical bills even on allkids adds up.

Her disease is unlikely to go away so she will meet a lifetime insurance cap very quickly. The few medications that are
approved to treat her disease are expensive. Her current medication cost about $8,000.00 a month. Her previous
medication cost-$19,000.00 a month. Thank God our copays are relatively small.

Without her medication her body would continue to attack itself until she eventually succumbed. Not to mention the
excruciating pain she would be in 24 hours a day.

There is no way our family could afford to pay any more for medical expenses than we do now. Not to mention our son
is on the Autism Spectrum and has weekly occupational therapy visits. | was also recently diagnosed with an
autoimmune disease and need daily medications and frequent doctor's visits. Please take into account how passing this
current bill would affect our families and millions of families like ours. Who are doing their best to care for their special
needs children and provide the best life possible for them.

Sincerely,
Elicia Hicks,
Concerned mother of two special children

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Katherine Klein

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

All Americans deserve quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My parents have relied
on the Affordable Care Act to allow them to get affordable coverage after they retired at 62 and 64. Americans this age should
be focused on enjoying their health in their golden years, not worrying about Congress taking away their health care. I would
like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Katherine Klein
Scottdale, GA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: June Konopka

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO

I urge you to VOTE NO on the upcoming bill and request that there is

a bipartisan effort to reform Obamacare, rather than repeal it.
Thank you,

June Konopka
Boulder, CO 80301
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Kellym
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 20174

To: gchcomments
Subject: Hearing regarding healthcare

Think of some of your favorite moments in life as well as you worst. They probably have one thing in common:
surprise.

Surprises may be great and a celebration. However if in an instant you are rushed to a hospital from an accident
you now at mercy of a system many know little about. No matter who it is I hope that person can be rest assured
that they are taken care of and will not have to change their financial situation drastically for it. That is what
insurance is for. Does the entire healthcare system have flaws? Of course. However if you can in your heart cast
so many aside for self interest will then I pity you. Your strength is then minuscule to those who are fighting
diseases and health issues.

We should not be surprised that we cannot fix all of the issues in a huge system in one bill. It will take a village.
A village of citizens who are compassionate to those who are sick and also detailed oriented to find the missing
links in the system. Is it not an easy fix but I hope that if a fix comes it is well thought out and reviewed before
people start writing it in the books.

When leaders make a decision regarding healthcare or any other major issue step outside and walk around the
block. Look at the children they may surprise you. They are the ones that will be most effected by laws. They
are vulnerable and if there are any negative impacts as their generation will have to deal with the consequences.
We expect are children to behave, show respect and quite frankly hold them to a high standard to what leaders
in the United States are held to.

When you vote for this legislation think beyond the circle of people in the room. Think about those in your

state. Think about those who are the vulnerable and will be the most impacted. They have the strength to get up
every day and be caring to others. You are tasked to do the same.

Sincerely,

M
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Marian Andrews QSRR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
| am one of the, in my opinion, many you have used government health care with subsidies. | am 64 years old which
automatically means preexisting conditions. Without subsidized health care it would cost me over $800 a month for
acceptable coverage. Under the new plan, the cost would be unplayable and | fear that | would have to settle for paying
for health care that will do nothing to help me. All | am asking is for a chance to continue to have affordable health care
that will meet my needs and the needs of many other people who need it. | know that our current system does not
work well for everyone and needs to be reworked but | don't think this new bill is the answer. Please, Please, Please do
not approve this bill. It will be devastating for so many people. What would be worse than becoming ill without the
kind of insurance that will take care of you? | hope that Republicans and Democrats can find a way to work together and
come up with the kind of health care reform that will help everyone.

Marian Andrews

19033
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amy Bailey

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care

Hello.

I am writing to register my opposition to repealing the ACA and replacing it with the Graham/Cassidy bill. I'm someone
with a pre-existing condition and | work at a small non-profit that does not provide benefits. | get my insurance (with no
subsidy) through the ACA Exchange. Please consider fixing the ACA rather than repealing it. | am concerned that states
may no longer elect to provide affordable insurance to those with pre-existing conditions, and also that Federal funds
will be reduced in some states and increased in others. Frankly, people in all states deserve to have affordable health
care. Why not do some real reform instead? The insurance companies are making millions on the backs of Americans.

Sincerely,
Amy C. Baile

Georges Mills, NH 03751
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Kay Eiermann

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4.53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy health care repeal bill

Pls. do not move on the Graham-Cassidy proposal/bill.
I have worked in the healthcare industry for many years,

and considered Planned Parenthood an excellent organization
to refer women and families. While in the public sector (DuPage
County in Illinois), I found that the help my clients reeived
from the Medicaid program was absolutely essential to their
health and well being.

Now, with a 100 year old mother, I am concerned that her
funds will run out and she will be forced to consider Medicaid
assistance.

Thank you,

Mary Kay Eiermann

Tucson, AZ 85750

<"

()
/\
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Benjamin Crocke il NN >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:12 PM

To: . gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham-Cassidy

This must not pass!
Benjamin Cracker MD Portland Me

Sent from my iPhone

48



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lorraine Chouinard"

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidybill

Please don't let this bill go through.This is not what will help our people. Pass something helpful to our people. Don't
leave anyone out. Give everyone a chance to get medical help.

My son was able to get his ankle to function again and get some very needed dental work since he moved to New York
from Florida.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bonnie Rowe i

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Please STOP this mess of a healthcare bill immediately. It is worse that the previous attempts this year and is so
misdirected that words fail me.

Obamacare should be improved via bipartisan effort, taking the time to do a proper job to fix its shortcomings.
Insurance companies are pulling out. They can't forecast their costs/premiums, etc. in such an unstable
environment.

This bill wants to turn healthcare over to states - who are not ready or staffed to handle such an undertaking. It
rewards those who did not use the opportunity for Medicare Expansion earlier.

The GOP's stabs at "repeal and replace" so far are reprehensible. A "promise" (to kill Obamacare) that is stupid
and ill-conceived isn't worthy of being kept... Those Congress people are simply afraid of not being reelected, at
a cost of thousands of lives, should they succeed in their push for this idiot legislation. It will throw millions
OFF healthcare coverage. That is NOT a plan. It is a death sentence.

Do the right thing. Stop this madness.

Then get behind single payer or "Medicare for all."

Thank you.

- Bonnie L. Rowe, active voter
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Celia Broderick

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Just Say "NO", Please

Dear Members of the US Senate,
Please say NO to GrahamCassidy.
Thank you,

A Concerned US Citizen
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rosemary Regis il
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote NO on Graham Cassidy

The American people deserve health care. Those trying to end affordable health insurance are not fulfilling the jobs for
which they were elected.

Don't sell health care for a donation. That would be a shameful thing to do.

Rosemary Regis
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kendra Moss—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comment for Testimony

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As a 25 year old with no insurance
through my work, I rely on the provisions provided by the ACA that allow me health coverage through my parents. Although
that expires next year, 1 am terrified of the notion that I will not be able to enroll in health care. The American People deserve
better. Countries around the world have made health care a right, and so should we. Medicare for All is the way to do that, and
repealing the ACA will result in the deaths of millions.

Healthcare is a RIGHT!
DO NOT repeal the ACA or WE WILL VOTE YOU OUT OF OFFICE!
Sincerely,

Kendra Moss
Goleta, CA '

endra Moss
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: G

Sent: Saturday, September 23,2017 4:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA repeal/ Graham Cassidy bill

To whom it may concern:

Another attempt to repeal and replace ACA, another fax, email and phone call from myself and thousands of your constituents. The
ACA is flawed, but working. However, it needs bipartisan cooperation to make it better. Replacing it with this death-bill that has been
proposed is not the answer.

The Graham-Cassidy bill includes the worst of previous attempts to roll back current healthcare legislation, and adds the horrifying
factors of letting insurance companies raise premiums astronomically on newly sick individuals and deny coverage of pre-existing
conditions.

This proposed change is not reform, it is a death sentence fo r many Americans. It will result in crippling, permanent harm to
otherwise healthy citizens managing their existing medical care. '

This bill attacks women's healthcare programs and undermines the Medicare program our senior citizens, disabled, and almost 2
mrlhon veterans that have come to depend on it. A vote for this bl“ isa vote to take away vrtal healthcare from them

This brll removes consumer protections, opening the door for insurers to put lifetime and annual limits and charge older Americans
more money for coverage. This legislation is just another handout to insurance company executives at the expense of hard-working
Americans. You must oppose it. ‘

If it becomes law, this bill would result in people who can't afford in surance dying from treatable illnesses. We are too big of a
country to have a fourth of its population go without health insurance.

Congress found $700 billion to continue funding an already massive military, but won't take care of those who defended our country.
There is no logic, no compassion in doing this. No political victory is worth the cost of 30,000+ Americans dying every year from lack
of medical care availability.

Please, step up, help take care ef the people of this great country.
#countryoverparty always

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Karen Bebensee
Arlington, Texas
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lotstein, Debra P>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:12 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: From a Physician-who takes care of dying children

Dear Senators:

As a palliative care physician at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, I am writing to express my strong opposition
to the Cassidy-Graham bill. Families struggling with the unimaginable- a child with a life threatening illness- do
not need to also worry whether they can afford the treatment. Or worry that even if their child survives, they
will not be eligible for health insurance that is affordable. We are a better society than this. We can afford to
continue to take care of our most vulnerable citizens.

Please don’t let politics and greed win out over having a society that actually cares for its citizens.

Respectfully,

Dr. Debra Lotstein

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.

Sent from my iPad

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential

or legally privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure

or distribution is prohibited. If you are not thé intended recipient, please’

contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of this original message.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kitt Lurie

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable Care Act

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare.

Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I want to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to IMPROVE the ACA, NOT repeal it.
Thank you,

Kitt Lurie
Dayton, Ohio
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jonathan Bernstein

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: opposing repeal of ACA

Please count me among the folks who prefer the US Senate act with due diligence on a matter of such
importance to the nation. Due diligence would include bipartisan hearings and using the best calculations of the
CBO.

At the very least, any change to existing law should dramatically increase the number of citizens covered, not
decrease it.

The bill under consideration fails all these tests.
JABernstein

firefighter, farmer, underwriting inspector, US Army veteran.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Longtin_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:54 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

On behalf of so many people relying on Medicare benefits for their life and of those with pre existing
conditions, I must voice my opposition to this bill. It's a joke to believe that states can actually fund the care
that is needed by affected constituents. It's sad to hear that the main reason is to keep a campaign

promise. That shows no regard, respect, or human decency to the people who will lose coverage. I pray that
this bill does not pass.

It is time for the United States to join the rest of the world and treat health care as a basic right, not just a
privilege for those who can afford it. To those that say Medicare for all is too expensive, consider: 1.) the
reduction of administrative waste now in the health care industry 2.) the clout the government would have to
negotiate with the pharmaceutical companies and 3.) the benefits of providing preventive care to all rather than
the high expense of reactive care.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
<x Lonadi

Muscatine, IA 52761
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jim Bintz

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham / Cassidy comment

Honorable Senators (we can hope):

I am a 63-year-old white male with multiple chronic health issues. I no longer work but do not qualify for
disability support, collecting reduced Social Security benefits as my sole income. I would not qualify for
Medicare until December 2019.

Passage of this bill would render my insurance or my therapies unaffordable. Without daily medical support, my
health would deteriorate over the course of mere months. I am determined to survive by sheer willpower if
necessary long enough to vote Claudia Tenney out of the NY-22 seat. I am not alone -- "We are Legion!"

James H. Bintz
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leslie McColgin

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: health and decency

Our family relies on having reliable, affordable healthcare. My 30 year old son is self-employed as a small
businessman and relies on the exchange to get his insurance. He has a chronic condition that sent him to the ER
14 times in one year in 2015 but is manageable with medication, now that he knows what is wrong. Before the
ACA he could not afford insurance and went without. ACA came and he was able to be on my employer plan
until he was 26 and then was able to afford an exchange plan, fortunately in time for all his ER visits and onset
of his condition. Graham-Cassidy will take him back to the pre ACA situation.

My husband runs a small business providing foster care home services to adults with intellectual
disabilities. He needs reliable affordable healthcare.

I had breast cancer in 2014 and have a number of other minor conditions. I am nearly 63 years old. I need
affordable health insurance to be available. We built an active/passive solar home and took out a large
mortgage in 2016 before the election, not realizing that everything could be in jeopardy. Graham-Cassidy
would be devastating to me and would put us at significant financial risk. ’

My daughter is expecting our first grandchild in January. We all fear for her future and whether healthcare will
be there when it is needed.

But most of all I want to talk about Medicaid.

I provide therapy services and 90% of my caseload relies on Medicaid to pay for those services. Children with
autism and Down Syndrome. Adults on the expansion with serious health concerns that haven't yet been
approved for disability. Most of all, this bill will be devastating to them. People with disabilities have come a
long way ﬁghtmg to get the services they need and this bill will wipe it all out with the devastating cuts to
Medicaid. There is nothing "flexible"” about having less money than you need to do the job that has to be
done. There isn't enough money now and there is rationing of therapy services and a two to three year waiting
list for those with intellectual disability to get on the Michelle P Waiver program they need.

States without exchanges would be particularly damaged and our governor dismantled the exchange we had and
put us in a position where this bill will hurt my son, Telling us that our state can do a better job is a joke here in
Kentucky where we have a governor hell-bent on moving us backwards on healthcare. So even it we vote him
out and get someone better then the system gets upended every four years? That's not a recipe for stabilizing
the healthcare market, it's a recipe for destabilization and disaster.

Kill the bill.

Start over and work in a bipartisan fashion and stop the politics and start focusing on policy.
Where is our decency" How can a country be "great" when it proposes to hurt so many of its vulnerable
citizens?

Leslie McColgin M.S. CCC-SLP
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rose O'Mahony NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:31 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

This bill decreases access and increases costs. It hurts rather than helps Americans. No to Graham Cassidy.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ° , Amy Mendelsohn el
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:31 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

Dear Honorable members of the United States Senate,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy

bill. Four years ago, my husband started his own business. We signed up for healthcare on the marketplace
and it is affordable. My husband and my son both have pre-existing conditions which would make it difficult to
obtain coverage under the old system. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it. ' .

Sincerely, .

Amy Mendelsohn

Elkins Park, PA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marcia Weatherell

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
My son has asthma and has experienced many medical emergencies since he was a newbomn. This pre-
existing condition would disqualify him from any of the options that are not protected by the affordable
care act. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Marcia Weatherell

Talent, Oregon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shelley S

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham Cassidy bill

| was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis when | was 27 and have been living with its myriad of painful,
unpredictable, and terrifying symptoms for the last ten years. The unbelievably expensive
medications for this condition are outrageous. Without health insurance, just one of my medications
would cost over $6,500.00 each month. There is no way that | could pay such an exorbitant amount
on my own. My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare and because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Thank you!
Sincerely,

Shelley Scanlon
Pasadena, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: A . Beth Umber S

Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:30 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: If it's broken, fix it..don't throw the baby out with the bath water

As a 75 year old woman, I have a few years left for congress to screw up my few benefits.

But for generations younger than me and as a nurse, I see the devastation an illness can cause.
Young people with no insurance in 1 car accident are set back years because of debt.

Middle aged people w/o the right insurance can't get needed treatment for cancer, heart ailments.
All of us are held hostage by drug companies and insurance companies.

If you don't work with democrats to make ACA better, you WILL wind up with national health.
You either are sensible now or out on your inflated egos come 2018 and on.

Please help make America better than she has been lately

Thank you
Beth Umber
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Monica Nevius <y

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bil

Hello. My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare—and millions of people in this country would slide into poverty
without it. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My brother is disabled and relies on Medicaid for insurance.
have worked hard and saved for a very long time plan so that I can retire in eight years, at 62—but I won't be able to if my
brother's Medicaid disappears. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, NOT repeal it.

Sincerely, Monica Nevius

Stoneham, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gail Melhado_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:56 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on Trumpcare

| have three pre-existing conditions. | take excellent care of myself but sometimes one of these conditions acts up.
Trumpcare will cover pre-existing conditions but the high premium | will be charged will be too much for me and my
family to afford. Therefore, | will die if | get sick with one of these pre-existing conditions. What | don't understand is
that a few fixes would make the ACA a terrific plan for America!! Vote no on Trumpcare and work on a bipartisan bill to
improve the ACA!

Gail Melhado

ﬁentura, Florida _
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alicia Morgano

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:28 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: Get it Together!

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

This bill isn't good for anybody! Except partisan republicans, devoid of souls and human decency, who insist on
~ blowing up the healthcare industry and citizens lives to feed their hateful and racist vendetta against the Obama
legacy. '

Kill it now. Kill it with fire.

A. Morgano
Wayne, PA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sylvia Eastman

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:57 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

The latest proposed health care bill from the Republicans is a disaster. | am 81, and personally would be likely to suffer
greatly if it were passed. But | believe that is nothing compared with the millions of other American citizens who
currently depend on Medicaid, who suffer from pre-existing conditions, and/or only find health insurance affordable
with the subsidies and controls placed by the ACA. Children are the victims of poverty, and it is theywho would suffer
the most. Giving dollars to the states to do with as they please is a recipe for the most vulnerable of our citizens to be
left without care and without recourse. Sylvia J Eastman, Baltimore, MD
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Adams eSSl
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:27 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I am resending this as I did not previously include my town, state.

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, 1 oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My oldest son was
diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes when he was 10 years old. Type 1 Diabetes is an incurable auto-immune disease (not brought
own by diet and lack of exercise) requiring daily insulin for the diabetic to stay alive. Insulin is just one piece of the puzzle
Type 1 Diabetics need to manage their disease. Without health insurance and with limits to insurance for those with pre-
existing conditions, Type ! Diabetics like my son will be unable to affordably purchase their medical equipment, supplies and
insulin in order to live a healthy life. Our middle class, tax-paying, family has been fortunate to have had affordable health
care; however, with our family now relying on COBRA due to a recent lay off, there is much more concern for our son's access
to affordable health care going forward.

In addition, last year, I was struck by a serious illness, which meant that had there been a lifetime limit on my insurance, I came
close to meeting it within a span of a few weeks. Because of this illness, I have been further diagnosed with what could be
construed as a pre-existing condition. That makes two of us in our family with pre-existing conditions. When insurance
companies can exclude people like us or make it too expensive to attain health care, what can people do?

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. I was not a fan of the ACA being
quickly voted upon and shoved down the American people's throats, so to speak, so I am incredibly disappointed an attempted
repeal is being done is the same manner! In addition, tacking on a funding ban to Planned Parenthood (PP) is a terrible
decision. PP provides low cost health care to women, including mammograms and essential annual exams, as well as birth
control. It is disappointing that efforts are not being made to improve the ACA but are made to attack a group helping low cost
individuals attain health care.

Please, please, please work together in a bipartisan manner to improve the ACA. Health care affects everyone'in the nation;
therefore, you represent everyone in the nation at this important moment. By taking your time to make this right for everyone,
you will seal your legacy in something great! As it is now, this bill as is will hurt Americans. :
Sincerely,

S.W. Adams

Mountain View, CA
(Native Texan)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynn Landseadel *
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:56 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No

Vote No on the Graham Cassidy bill. We cannot fail to take care of vulnerable populations. There can be no
vote without full disclosure and a CBO score!

Lynn Landseadel, MS, RN

Spring Hill, FL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Judy Nye SRS

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care Repeal Bill

The Graham-Cassidy healthcare repeal bill is NOT going to improve healthcare availability and cost. It is going to result
in many thousand more people being uninsured. My son has a pre-existing kidney condition that requires much testing,
scanning and surgery. His condition will likely not be covered under the proposed plan. He will not be able to afford
treatment without insurance. '

We need a true bi-partisan approach to healthcare, one that benefits all our people, one that reflects the integrity and
stewardship of our government - not this bill that reflects greed. No one should have to forego necessary medical care.

Judy Nye

Sent from my iPad
Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Gotshall _>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:25 PM
To: ) gchcomments
Subject: . - Hearing for Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

Senate Finance Committee

Title: Hearing to Consider Graham-Caséidy-Heller-J ohnson Proposal

Date: September 25,2017 at 2 p.m. ET

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wydeh:

I oppose the Gfaham-Cassidy-Heller-J ohnson healthcare bill. The co-sponsors of this healthcare bill are telling
constituents and news conferences that the bill is straightforward; simply transferring authority and money from
the federal government to the states. They tell their colleagues that the bill will mean more money to the

Republican states. They are misleading the American people.

Millions of Americans will lose coverage and those with preexisting conditions will not be honored. Insurance
companies can go back to “junk policies”.

Block grants would provide less money to states, to the tune of $239 BILLION over 10 years (source: Center on
~Budget and Policy Priorities).

The bill is NOT about healthcare; it is about reducing the federal budget.
Graham has now admitted the bill is bad for Democratic states.

Concerning Colorado: our state could lose $700M in annual federal funding by 2025 which means hundreds of
thousands could lose coverage.

Thank you,
Barbara Gotshall

Fort Collins, CO 80526
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bradley Elsken

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: We cannot allow this to happen

Honestly, I'm not.sure which emotion I'm feeling at the moment: anger, fear, hopelessncss. outrage. |
hink outragec. It is outrageous that Republicans are trying so hard to remove affordable access to health
care from millions of vulnerable Americans, all so they can make sure their wealthy donors kcep the
money flowing in. The truth is: NOBODY WANTS THIS. Even most Republicans themselves admit
that this is a terrible bill, but they're trying to push it through anyway becausc...they said they would.
That's all.
et me get personal for a moment:
am. personally affected by this. I am autistic and suffer from many mental and emotional issues that
eep me from living any kind of normal life, My family has a history of physical and mental illnesses
and disabilities.
Before Obamacare. people were required to prove they were disabled, to prove they were pregnant. to
prove they didn't own a car worth too much money, to prove they didn't have some secret bank )
account, to prove that their home was not worth too much, to prove they couldn't find a job.
Every state had their own rules for Medicaid eligibility and frequently-had humiliating hurdles to ge
coverage. For most states, if you weren't disabled or pregnant, you got nothing, no healthcare, no
matter how poor you were.
Obamacare eliminated all of that. It replaced the disparate and onerous state rules with one simple,
universal standard across the country. If your income is below the poverty level, you get Medicaid. no
other questions asked. No questions about whether you were pregnant. No questions about whether you
ad a live-in boytriend. No questions about if you tried hard enough to find a job this week.
That is what real dignity is about -- not having to beg for a little assistance when you need it. Instead,
Republicans have refused to implement these new dignified rules because they want Medicaid to be as
undignified and humiliating as possible. Georgia is just one of those Republican states refusing
edicaid expansion. I'm lucky enough to live in a state that did accept it, but so many are not.
We should be wonkmg togethe1 to make health care MORE auccssnble for our _poor and needy, no
LESS.
Please do the right thing- the human thing-, kill this bill and find a bette1 way.
Just remember: if this bill passes-- the poor and needy can vote too. And we will remembe1 whethe
you voted for us or agamst us. :
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: - Jill Huchital
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:25 PM
To: gchcomments ’

Subject: Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Sir or Madam,

In 2003, I had Hodgkin's Lymphoma. This puts me in good company with the likes of Paul Allen and Mario
Lemieux (which incidentally is why this die-hard San Jose Sharks fan can't bring herself to root against the
Pittsburgh Penguins). I had excellent health insurance and care at the time, and Hodgkin's has been treatable
since about the 1970's, so I'm absolutely fine, EXCEPT for the amount of time I've spent in subsequent years
arguing with health insurance companies about whether my followup doctor visits were covered because of my
"pre-existing condition".

Fast-forward to the present. I've left the job with the excellent health insurance to join a startup. Our dream is
that this startup will be a great success, providing jobs for lots of people. The ACA meant that I could

get insurance for myself and my family at a reasonable cost. Without it, I might be back at the big company -
much less chance that I'll have a huge positive effect on the economy.

For these reasons, I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Jill Huchital
Saratoga, CA 95070
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: A Susan Johnson
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:24 PM
To: gchcomments '

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-bill

My sister's family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Before the ACA, it
was a struggle to afford the monthly premiums necessary to insure a family of five; a family headed by a hardworking barber
who has a second generation, old-school barber shop. Self employment is always a risk, but it is this entrepreneurial spirit that
has made our country great. People should not be penalized for providing valuable services working outside the corporate
environment, and since ACA became law, it became much less of a financial strain for this family to buy what turned out to be
better health care coverage.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Susan Johnson

Blaine, MN
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Wiegne

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Ms. Carol Wiegner

Elkhart, IN 46514
Senate Finance Committee Hearing
September 25, 2017

| am opposed to the latest effort (Graham-Cassidy) of our Congress to repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act. To write legislation behind closed doors without a full
analysns of how it will affect people, especially the most vulnerable, is irresponsible. To have
only one public hearmg and try to convince the Republlcans who believe in the legislative
process to support the legislation before the end of the week is outrageous. Only by holding
hearings from both sides of the aisle, listening to the recommendations of the nation’s
governors, hearing the plight of those who will be most affected by these cuts and including
organizations that have researched health care can we really improve the system now in place.

As a member of the League of Women Voters, a group which has advocated for a basic
level of quality health care at an affordable cost for all U.S. residents since 1993, | strongly
urge this committee to reject this ramrodded position.

As a member of the American Association of University Women, | stand firmly with this
group in stating that everyone is entitled to high quality, affordable and accessible health
care. Our organization is particularly concerned for women who earn less than men doing the
same job and are often the primary wage earner in the famlly

As a member of the American Association of Retired Persons l am concerned about
this bill’s effort to increase premiums and out of pocket costs, undermine protections for
people with preexisting conditions and increase costs for older Americans, some of whom will
be excluded once again because of prohibitive costs. |

| implore this committee to reject this last ditch effort to repeal the Affordable Care Act
and begin working as a legislative bipartisan body to improve the current law.

| have contacted my Senators and Representative regarding this hastily prepared bill.
is obvious that both Republlcans and Democrats lose if thls bill passes This a non-partisan
issue. ‘

39



Please reject this effort to pass the Graham-Cassidy bill.
Sincerely,

Carol Wiegner
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: MAB >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Absent a thorough committee process, hearing from advocates and opponents alike, before crafting a major bill such as this, a process
which one committee meeting will certainly not accomplish, this bill should be shelved.

Please see that it is!
Mari Bonomi

VA district 1
22482
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: e B

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:24 PM
To: gchcomments _
Subject: Cassidy-graham TrumpCare and the repeal and replace ACA

| am sending this e-mail to you to ask you to not support the'Repeal and replacement of the ACA with the Fatal Health of
Cassidy and Graham TrumpCare. This plan is a travesty and will cause millions to lose their healthcare coverage. | know
the GOP says that it covers pre-existing and it might but it will be at whatever the insurance companies want to charge
us. Some states may ban coverage for pre-existing conditions. This would cause the loss of healthcare when you need it
most. Medi aid would be cut and millions of children and those with low incomes would lose their coverage. You know
this is wrong. If it was a good plan Congress would not have exerted themselves from this plan. | am a breast cancer
survivor, my husband is-also a cancer survivor and | beg you to do the right thing. You can't in good conscience pass this
bill that could do so much damage to so many of the people you were elected to serve to give tax breaks to millionaires
and corporations. | was a Insurance agent so | understand how insurance works. Please reconsider this bill and due your
due diligence, meet with experts and have committees to discuss the pros and cons of good affordable healthcare for
all. Maybe a staring point keep what works with ACA and fix what doesn't. Please do the right thing.

~

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Phyllis B Rubin CHu e
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:24 PM

To: : gchcomments

Subject: : Healthcare bill

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | do not want to worry that I'll
be out of health coverage due to pre-existing conditions. | also don't want my premiums to increase so much that, with
my husband's past employer, can't afford them. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA,
not repeal it.

phyliis 8. RubinSEIIIENEGD

River Forest, IL 60305
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate Wegrzyn

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE

To the Honorable Representatives of the United States Senate.

1. Ttis of Utmost importance for the USA to maintain the Affordable Care Act

2. Consider the USA population of Veterans, Elderly and Baby Boomers

3. Pre-Existing Condition Coverage promotes Health Care for Chronic Illness and Analysis for Disease
Research

4. Maternity Benefits are for everyone who has entered the Earth

5. Promote the upcoming November First enrollment period for 2017

Sincerely,
Kathryn Clare Wegrzyn
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Blair Braney

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:49 PM
To: , gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Abomination

Hello,

Please do not allow this horrendous bill to go grouch your committee with approval. This is a disaster for
millions of Americans who rely on Medicaid as well as ACA plans and gov’t subsidies. Millions of Americans
with pre existing conditions will no longer to afford coverage and millions more will be priced out. Americans
will absolutely die from this bill passing.

Please do not rubber stamp this bill in this sham hearing and allow millions of Americans to be hurt.
Thank you,

Blair Braney

iA 93023 .

Blair Branei
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Amanda Pirot <N, -

Sent: ’ Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do Not Pass Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senate Finance Committee and CBO,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the article Graham/Cassidy bill’s proposed changes to the ACA. No
matter how | look at it this bill will be catastrophic for millions of Americans, including myself. As someone with a pre-
existing neurological condition (pre-Obamacare), | used most of my savings due to astronomical healthcare out-of-
pocket costs. And due to this pre-existing condition, the only way to get healthcare THEN was to be put in a state
exchange (with people dying of aids and cancer) for $700/month (more than my monthly rent)!

Further, | am a self-employed professional; the Affordable Care Act has been a lifesaver.

As someone who has many self-employed friends depending on the ACA for affordable coverage that allows them the
freedom to work for themselves, and as a friend to other people with preexisting conditions for whom the ACA’s
guaranteed protections, it is a literal lifeline.

Finally, many of my friends are Doctors, Nurses and healthcare professionals at some of the nation’s top teaching
hospitals and health facilities in the US, serving the most financially and medically fragile among us —they all agree this is
a terrible bill. '

Everything about it puts American health and American lives at risk, from the loosening of protections for preexisting.
conditions, to the predicted loss of coverage for 30 million Americans, to the Medicaid cuts and their effect on the

health and lives of seniors and the disabled, to the sheer shortsightedness of pushing through a bill that will affect
around 18% of the entire US economy without waiting for the CBO score.

This mean-spirited, fiscally irresponsible, poorly-conceived, hastily-written bill is a disaster — worse, it is a disaster for
those Americans who are living just one mishap away from total catastrophe.

PLEASE do not pass Graham/Cassidy.
Amanda Pirot

California
94941

Amanda Pirot
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Katie Riggs «s NS
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose Graham-Cassidy

Dear Sir or Madam:

My family and I rely on our health insurance. I have a chronic autoimmune disease and therefore I will always
be in need of quality healthcare. I cannot make it without, and as such I am asking you to please oppose this
legislation. From my understanding of this bill, I will be much more likely to lose my insurance and be unable
to afford coverage in the future.

Please do not péss this bill, and please work with your colleagues from across the aisle to Work on a bi-partisan
healthcare bill.

Best regards,

Katie Riggs
Pasadena, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Carol Pasternak <l NEENRAE

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: My Testimony prior to Monday's Graham-Cassidy Hearing

My step-daughters, their families and many of my older friends not yet on Medicare rely on quality, affordable health
care. '

Therefore, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | think there should be a bipartisan effort in both the Senate and the -
House to improve the existing Affordable Care Act, not replace it.

Sincerely yours,

Carol Pasternak _
Aspen, Colorado 81611 A
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Con Buckle

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do not repeal ACA!

| OPPOSE the Graham-Cassidy bill and beseech you to turn away from this effort that will destroy millions of individuals
and their families. | beg you to work toward a bipartisan program that will guarantee affordable healthcare to all
Americans — improving, not repealing, the ACA.

I am a friend and relative of a number of people whose lives depend on affordable health care/insurance, and | take very
seriously the American value of the importance of community.

Again, as caring and concerned citizen of the United States, | urge you— in the absolutely strongest possible way — to
work toward a system of universal health care, managing an equitable, affordable system that provides quality care for
ALL citizens.

Sincerely,

Constance R. Buckley
Forest Park, IL 60130
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Frame T
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill

To Whom It May Concern: » ,

Please do not let this bill come to a vote. | have children, grandchildren and myself all of whom have pre-existing
conditions. We would be hurt by this bill. Please let this topic be approached, notin a “last ditch effort,” but through a
bipartisan discussion and effort to improve the ACA. Listen to people. Hear the concerns and fears. Please repeal this
bill.

Anne Frame
Wlinois
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: =n behalf of Jessica Garrett Swanson
Sent: - - -+ -+ - " Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:51 PM ~ : A

To: . . ... . - gchcomments.. C L
Subject: "0 T OPPOSE GRAHAM CASSIDY BILL

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
husband and I both had unexpected emergency surgery in 2015 that cost more than our mortgage. . Without
health insurance we would have been totally bankrupt. Those surgeries that saved our lives are now pre-
existing conditions. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Jessica Swanson, Corte Madera, CA 94925

Jessica Garrett Swanson
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nicole Serra

Sent: : Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:21 PM
To: gchcomments
Cc: ‘Nicole Serra’

Subject: Health Care

If our representatives think they've fooling us that they really care (insert eyeroll here...)
about the health care of therr constituents, then they've wrong. ['m so sick and tired of
big donors and special interest groups/lobbyists getting in the way of THE PEOPLE,
that I'm about ready to give up voicing, over and over, via emall, text, phone and
website, my obfections to the self interests.

You guys do not need to get all your entitlements plus all the § you make from
donors/lobbyists on our backs. Just do your jobs. When you leave your “jobs”, you "
still get your massive retirement packaées and your.... YOUR ... healthcare. Forget
about the extras from your donors. Neither they nor you need to get richer.

Get a conscience. Get some inteqrity. Get some balls. Or leave.

Nicole Serva ‘

S

Greencastle, PA 17225
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: B

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: IMPROVE OBAMACARE, DON'T REPEAL

To Whom It May Concern:

| have several family members and friends who rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this,
| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. All of them would go bankrupt--or die-- if they did not have
affordable, reliable, quality healthcare which Obamacare IS. | | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

* Malissa M Haslam

Santa Fe, NM
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patty Ridenou

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:49 PM

gchcomments

Tax Giveaways to the Already Wealthy & Disenfranchisement for the 98%

Finance Committee,

The newest version of TrumpDeathCare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare,
devastating working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many
Americans. Also, hidden in this bil—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for
the highly-profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed

offshore on which it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

-In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outfage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

PLEASE stop the GOP/KKK/American Taliban Fascist Party members from their eager quest
to STRIP we, the people, of our health care while they hand OUR tax dollars over to enrich
themselves and the already-wealthy. We, the people, are REAL da*n tired of having OUR
hard-earned tax dollars handed over to the wealthy, to corporations and to patriarchal

politicians whose goal is to enrich themselves while they lie to us about what they are doing.

Patty Ridenour

—

Oakwood, Ohio 45419
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Susan Adams

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: - Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My oldest son was

" diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes when he was 10 years old. Type 1 Diabetes is an incurable auto-immune disease (not brought
own by diet and lack of exercise) requiring daily insulin for the diabetic to stay alive. Insulin is just one piece of the puzzle
Type 1 Diabetics need to manage their disease. Without health insurance and with limits to insurance for those with pre-
existing conditions, Type 1 Diabetics like my son will be unable to affordably purchase their medical equipment, supplies and
insulin in order to live a healthy life. .Our middle class, tax-paying, family has been fortunate to have had affordable health
care; however, with our family now relying on COBRA due to a recent lay off, there is much more concern for our son's access
to affordable health care going forward.

In addition, last year, I was struck by a serious illness, which meant that had there been a lifetime limit on my insurance, I came
close to meeting it within a span of a few weeks. Because of this illness, I have been further diagnosed with what could be
construed as a pre-existing condition. That makes two of us in our family with pre-existing conditions. When insurance
companies can exclude people like us or make it too expensive to attain health care, what can people do?

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. I was not a fan of the ACA being
quickly voted upon and shoved down the American people's throats, so to speak, so 1 am incredibly disappointed an attempted
repeal is being done is the same manner! In addition, tacking on a funding ban to Planned Parenthood (PP) is a terrible '
decision. PP provides low cost health care to women, including mammograms and essential annual exams, as well as birth
control. It is disappointing that efforts are not being made to improve the ACA but are made to attack a group helping low cost
individuals attain health care.

Please please, please work together in a bipartisan manner to improve the ACA. Health care affects everyone in the nation;
therefore, you represent everyone in the nation at this important moment. By taking your time to make this right for everyone,
you will seal your legacy in something great! As it is now, this bill as is will hurt Americans.

Sincerely,

S.W. Adams
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Adriane Lonzarich—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham -Cassidy bill

To whom 1t May Concern,

I am writing to oppose the Graham Cassidy bill and to urge a congressional
effort to a

bipartisan solution to the ACA.

I believe that the concern of a truly civilized country should be the
health and well being

of all it's people.

Respectfully,

San Mateo, CaA9§402.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hkrw

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:19 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Honorable Senators:

My wife nearly died three weeks ago from an inflammation of the lining of her brain, and now faces the prospect of a
MS diagnosis (tests are still being done). The thought of anything possibly changing the healthcare we now have is
beyond comprehension, especially in the form of the proposed hateful legislation. Please do not vote this monstrosity
out of committee. Please let all copies of Graham-Cassidy be shredded and made into something more useful like toilet

paper.

Very truly yours,
Henry Williams

Maplewood, NJ
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Darlene Ruiz ?
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:48 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: . Comments on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, thank you for considering my comments.

The proposed legislation you are reviewing seeks to replace the ACA with block grants to the states, while
making a number of substantive changes that will result in the destruction of our health care system for the
foreseeable future.

Please know that your effort to punish states that do not support Republican proposals reflects upon you
individually and your failure to understand the oath of office. You seek to use public office for petty politics and
not in the best interest of neither your constituents nor the people of the country. There are fixes to the ACA that
will make it more viable and affordable for all but you now review a piece of legislation that is little more than a
shifting of your responsibility to 50 different states who neither have the expertise nor the time and incentives to
provide affordable care to their citizens.

Your effort to phase out federal obligation for health care is apparent in its goal of providing future funding for
tax reductions to the wealthy. The wealthy are not the majority of your voters. We will not tolerate your politics
as usual approach to governance.

We urge your no vote to the legislation under review and welcome all efforts to further support to make viable
and affordable the ACA. Stop with your cruel and tortuous efforts to repeal and replace when you know full
well you have no idea how to replace and now merely seek to shift the burden to the states by cutting funding
and making the burden theirs after 2026. Where do you think the welfare states such as Kentucky and Arkansas
are going to come up with the money to care for their citizens? No where, because their public office holders
have convinced them they are not deserving of such aid.

Stop! Stop playing like children with matches in the fireworks factory.
Stop the foolishness and do your duty in the name of all that is decent.

Sincerely,

Darlene E. Ruiz
Sacramento, California



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Deborah Siege! i

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:19 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Deborah Siegel

Subject: Attn; My Public Testimony Graham-Cassidy Hearing

To whom it may concern:

My husband and | rely on quality affordable healthcare. My husband is a free-lance musician. We pay for health
insurance out of pocket with no subsidies. Prior to the ACA we paid out of pocket. '

| paid out of pocket as a single person before | was married. | saw my premiums increase by 30% annually with no
added benefits to me, but RECORD PROFITS AND CEO BONUSES to health insurance executives.

The ACA provides me with unprecedented security.

Prior to having health insurance 1 paid out of pocket for an emergency appendectomy.

Before leaving for the hospital | laid on my bathroom floor for several hours writhingin unprecedented pain
contemplating allowing whatever was wrong with me to take its natural course, even at risk of my own death, out of
fear of the cost for addressing this obvious medical emergency.

I am not alone in this experience. Millions of people are forced to choose between life saving medlcal attention and
catastrophic debt. NO ONE SHOULD HAVE TO LIVE THIS WAY N THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. It appears to strip millions of people of vital healthcare. It appears to be economically
catastrophic. | believe in Medicare and Medicaid. | am appalled by this reckless unsound bill.

I am a woman approaching 50 years old. | should not be subjected to the fear of rising premiums with less health
benefits simply because of my age and gender. My story is not unique. | want my tax dollars to be spent on quality
affordable healthcare for all.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. And frankly, I'm tired of having to
fight Congress' constant attack on my ability, and millions of fellow Americans' ability to pursue happiness & liberty.

Sincerely,
Deborah Pearl Siegel

Jersey City, New Jersey

Sent from my-iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kim H‘b

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:30 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Do Not Repeal the ACA - my story

Honorable Senators:

Please leave the ACA in place as it is. Do not repeal it or modify it unless you are ready to vote to replace it
with single payer healthcare for all Americans.

In my case, I would not be able to afford health insurance without it. I have a Masters Degree, I’ve done
everything that a person is supposed to do to succeed in our country, yet the economic crash of 2008 and the
replacement of living wage jobs by technological innovation has left me in middle age with no pension, no
health insurance and not much hope for my economic future if our government continues to support policies
that favor the very wealthiest Americans at the expense of the lower and middle classes.

In Gainesville, Florida where I’ve lived for many years, there are many more small business owners than there
- are large corporations. None of the small business owners that I’ve worked for provides healthcare for its’
employees. Therefore, you have a very large population in Gainesville and Florida in general, of skilled
workers who are working 40+ hours per week, yet receive no 401k, and no healthcare. I find this lack of
concern for human health and welfare unethical. 1believe that we in United States of America can do better
than this. Please help me retain hope for the future of this country.

I could be wrong, but I believe that the healthcare package enjoyed by Congress and the Senate is paid for by
federal taxes. If you represent the people of the United States of America - why should you have great
healthcare while [ have none? Meanwhile, I pay federal taxes on an income that doesn’t even afford me a
retirement plan or healthcare.

Sincerely,

" Kim Heiss
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marilyn Karpq
Sent: ' Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:48 PM

To: gchcomments )
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Garbage HealthCare Bill

Graham-Cassidy Garbage HealthCare Bill

Dear elected officials;

We (the people) are the majority in this country. Yet, ourselves, our children, our families are being greatly
jeopardized by the actions of a few- our Senate. Our Senate. The very people we elected to serve us are
placing us at risk.

Sadly, I have to speak up again and again or my family will suffer. I should not have to. You should respect

~ that you were elected to serve us not the 1%ers but you don't. The Koch brothers have poured 400 million into

defeating ACA. Why? Because they want more money for themselves. It is simply greed.

Please knbw that I see the "inhumanity of taking away healthcare from pregnant women, children, the
vulnerable and those with pre-existing conditions”". Why don't you?

I am disappointed in Bill Cassidy and Lindsey Graham. How could they do this?

Thank you for standing strong for the people Mark Warner and Tim Kaine. Virginia is so proud of you.
I vote every year. I will organize and resist this Lindsey-Cassidy HealthCare abomination.

Shame on anyone that votes for this. It is a miscarriage of justice.

Special thank you to John McCain and stay strong!

Sincerely,

Marilyn Karp
Haymarket, Va
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Suzanne Martin < SN
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:18 PM ‘
To: gchcomments

Subject: A Oppose Graham Cassidy

Hello, :

I am opposed to the Graham Cassidy health care bill.
It will throw vulnerable Americans off of Medicaid. And it will defund Planned Parenthood.

These programs aren't luxuries. They are life savers for the people who depend on them. Denying health care to
poor Americans or those with pre-existing conditions is not the right thing to do. ' »

Graham Cassidy is a failure of a bill. I oppose it.

Thank you.
Suzanne Martin

Canfon, Texas 75103
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Wrigl ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cynthia Marchesani <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:20 PM
To: _ gchcomments

Subject: what healthcare means to ME

What healthcare means to me is: o

*Not to sacrifice my retirement to pay for one iliness/accident that may befall me *Not to worry about my myself, loved
ones, neighbors or anyone else who must go without care because they can’t afford it *Being able to be seenin an ER
when needed and not to have to wait behind those people whose only care option is the ER *Planning if and when to
have a baby *Identifying and treating illness before it becomes a catastrophe *Having my broken bones set rather than
becoming crippled *Treating a contagious disease before it’s spread to a wider population *Keeping myself heathy
enough to contribute to society *Peace in knowing that | and my fellow citizens have care at least as good as what we .
pay our members of Congress to receive

Cynthia Marchesani
California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Frangicetto—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on the Graham-Cassidy bill

| work with individuals with disabilities and their families. Medicaid waivers allow many of the
individuals and their families to have the support they need to have a more everyday life in their
communities. Without this support, many of the individuals would not be able to remain in their homes
with their families. Their caregivers could lose their jobs and put the whole family into poverty. Block
granting would force the states to pick up costs that they do not have and to cut services and people
from the program.

In addition, | am the mother of three adult children, two of whom have developed chronic

illnesses. They both struggle to maintain their jobs. But despite having worked hard to obtain college
degrees and still having college debt, their jobs do not provide health insurance benefits. The
Affordable Care Act has. allowed them to obtain affordable health insurance with subsidies and to
obtain the essential healthcare they need which has in turn allowed them to maintain enough health
to continue working. Without the Affordable Care Act they would likely not be able to obtain
insurance or not be able to afford it. This would result in their health declining and their inability to
maintain their jobs.

If you had someone in your family who you loved with a chronic iliness who was already struggling,
would you vote for a bill that would destroy their chance at a life? | doubt it. Please do not destroy this
chance at life by cutting off the availability of real affordable insurance and healthcare. Please work to
make the changes to the Affordable Care Act that would stabilize the market and allow the millions
who have used the exchanges to continue to receive their necessary healthcare. Please do not
sabotage the thing that keeps many Americans alive. Sincerely,

Carol Frangicetto

cfrangicett
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Margaret Clark

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:17 PM .
To: gchcomments _
Subject: g Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

Health Insurance is not a political weapon. By taking the MEDICAID Expansion money away from the 31 States that took
advantage of it, and dividing the money amount 50 States, you are "bringing home the bacon", or is it Healthcare PORK
to the poor states that did not.

The biggest losers are, of course, states with large and/or dense populations, CA< NY< MD< MA. BLUE States will lose
billions. But poorer, usually Southern States, that have long histories of not treating all citizens of their states equally,
that vote RED, will get more federal money......So much for the independent Southern rebel. '

>

Margaret Clark

19083
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Louisa Turne

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:48 PM

gchcomments

Protect our healthcare and our democracy. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Evéry bill the Republicans propose contains items to enrich the already rich and to further
impoverish the poor. It's clear the Republicans have no shame. They value money, especially
their own, over people's lives or anything else on the planet. Donald Trump is the living

example of this seifish philosophy.

This means that we who care about human life must constantly call the Republicans out

. every time they try to damage our lives, our welfare, our health care, our freedom, our

~ livelihood, and our democracy.

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling baék the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Louisa Turner

i
O

New York, New York 10075
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Winnie Allen exillE sy
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: "Graham-Cassidy" healthcare repeal bill

As an American, a woman, a mother, a grandmother and a human | do not support this farce of a health care bill.. It is
nothing but a way to take as much away from true hardworking Americans as the Republicans can and hand it over to
the rich.

Americans deserve a health care bill that will take care of them when they are sick, provide affordable decent toverage |
to our children, our elderly and our infirm. Americans deserve a health care bill that will give all of them the security

they need for if and when they becomeill.

Healthcare that will cover the life saving care that is needed for us and our children regardless of whether we are rich or
poor is what our government needs to insure we all have. '

| ask that this bill is voted down and no law is passed taking decent health care from any American.

No one in government has the right to deny all Americans the same kind of healthcare that every elected official is given
and paid for by the American people. ' :

Winnie Allen
American Citizen

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: . saranadio (I

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Sara Nadig

Chicago, IL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: JoAnn Claps

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:16 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Graham - Cassidy

~ This bill is a travesty. Despite what its authors are saying, it does not
guarantee coverage for pre-existing conditions. With the ability of states to
get waivers, it doesn't guarantee ANYTHING.

How can anyone in good conscience vote for a bill that hasn't been
scored by the CBO and hasn't been discussed in one bi-partisan
committee? There isn't any "healthcare" in this bill; you just want the money
to provide your donors with a big tax cut. I find it despicable that donots
would be the motivation for anything a legislator would do but I guess I'm
giving credit where it is not due.

DO NOT pass this bill. If you do, it will be a matk of shame on

each of the senators' records forever. Remember, history has its eyes on you.
Sincerely,

JoAnn D. Claps
Randolph, NJ
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

S
From: Abigail Cheskis
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:47 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

To whom it may concern,

| write in support of the Affordable Care Act and to express my strong opposition to any future ,
attempts to repeal or weaken this important public health law, including the Graham-Cassidy repeal
and replace proposal that contains many of the same negative provisions as the proposals rejected
by the Senate earlier this year. The Graham-Cassidy proposal would cut health coverage and raise
premiums and out-of-pocket costs for millions, eliminate the Prevention and Public Health Fund, slash
federal Medicaid spending and end the ACA's Medicaid expansion, allow states to weaken
protections for people with pre-existing conditions and eliminate Medicaid reimbursements to Planned
Parenthood for one year.

Continued implementation of the Affordable Care Act is critical to addressing a number of the biggest
challenges facing our health system, including uneven quality and deaths due to medical errors,
discriminatory practices by health insurance providers and the shrinking ranks of the nation's primary
care providers. The ACA is helping to shift our health system from one that focuses on treating the
sick to one that focuses on keeping people healthy.

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill and any other effort to repeal or weaken the ACA.

Sincerely, =
Abigail Cheskis
New Haven, Connecticut
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Larry Marquardt

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:16 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Regards,

I just want to add my voice to the millions of others that would be adversely affected by the Graham Cassidy
Health Care bill. :

From where I sit, the Affordable Care Act was basically written by insurance lobbyists and there are two
possible fixes for the problems it has caused. One is to truly open the insurance markets to real competition by
making the companies able to operate nationwide instead of regionally as they are now required to do. Another
possibility, and one that I prefer, is to implement a single payer system just as every other developed nation has
done.

The latter solution is not palatable to most conservatives, but I think that opening the insurance markets might
be something both sides of the aisle could work together to achieve. »

Best,
Larry Marquardt
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Machar Tromehtras_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-cassidy bill

Attachments: IMG_20170923_164119.jpg

Please see that attached image for my message. While I do believe that many are.looking to improve healthcare,
it takes away from too many and does not benefit US citizens.

Please vote NO on the Graham Cassidy bill.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ’ - Jennifer Sessions w

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:16 PM

To: . gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment for Graham-Cassidy Hearing

Dear Senators,

I and my loved ones rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
am especially concerned about the dramatic cuts to Medicaid that would deny coverage to thousands of Iowa
children, and elderly and disabled citizens. And about the weakening of the federal protections against denial of
coverage for pre-existing conditions, lifetime benefit caps, and short-term rate increases, even for those with
employer-provided healthcare. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not

repeal it.

Sincerely, Jennifer Sessions

Iowa City, IA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Boni

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:15 PM
To: gchcomments .

Subject: ' GC Healthcare Bill

| am writing in regards to the GC Healthcare Bill currently under consideration in the U.S. Senate. Please allow this E-mail
to serve as my statement in opposition to this Bill.

I am blessed to enjoy relatively good health. Many others; are not. They rely on the protections codified by the
Affordable Care Act. The GC Healthcare Bill undermines these protections. This is completely unacceptable.

Medicaid expansion helped millions of individuals who previously had no access to affordable healthcare. The Bill
currently under consideration slashes the funding for Medicaid. It also disproportionately affects those states that took

advantage of Medicaid expansion to help their citizens. Another completely unacceptable proposal.

| could go on and on about why this Bill is so horrible. Women's health, the ability of insurance companles to charge
older Americans much higher premiums than the under the current law, etc.

Itis unspeakably cruel to go after the most vulnerable among us for political expediency. The Republicans want to
deliver on their vendetta against the ACA. They want this win - no matter the cost to fellow Americans. It is wrong. And |

won't forget - and | vote.

| also want to tell you that | am more than happy to pay a little more in taxes to help those who are not as fortunate as |
am. That is just the moral thing to do, the compassionate thing to do. And after all, someday | may need help too.

The Democrats and the Republicans should work together to improve the ACA so that it does work better for all
Americans. We have made progress - now it is time to build on it.

Thank you for your consideration.
M. Boni

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathleen Glaz

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill affect
Attachments: IMG_20170923_163635.jpg

I hope you fully understand the negative impact that the Graham Cassidy bill will have on millions of
Americans. Refer to the chart from the Brookings Institute. '
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: claudiadavisburn <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: . Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Gentlemen and Ladies,
I am very concerned about what will happen to my healthcare. I am one of those with pre existing conditions, as
well as being retired and on a fixed income. I can't afford an increase in healthcare costs. :
I know our present system is not perfect and some changes need to be made. I beg you to consider others like
me and take the time to carefully and thoughtfully work on a plan that works for all of us.

Respectfully, '

Claudia D. Burn
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: David & Nidia

Sent: : Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please don't proceed with Graham-Cassidy ’

Honorable Orrin Hatch and Other Members,
As a concerned citizen, I beg you not to move forward with the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I have a number of reasons...the most important one being that the passage of the bill would hurt American
citizens. But, since you are the Finance Committee, let me start with some financial questions.

Financial

1. Have enough extra dollars and other safeguards been put in place to stabilize the economy as 1/6th is
disrupted?

2. How much would it cost to decommission the ACA? What would it cost my state, NJ? (I assume you are
aware that Governor Christie is against this bill.)

3. How would the decommission affect jobs...net gain or loss? How would it affect jobs in NJ?

4. How much would it cost to rebuild healthcare markets and systems in 50 states? How about in NJ?

Process , :

Most of us law abiding citizens want to lead our lives right and we want our government to govern right. So
many of us were deeply touched by Senator McCain's moving speech on the Senate floor...and his more recent
re-statement of it.

Most of us want you to follow regular order. We want GOP and Dems to work together. We expect that each
senator will have enough time to read the bill and discuss it with his constituents. We want you to give each bill
enough time for discussion and for input from all stakeholders. Most importantly, we expect that you would not
pass a bill out of committee without knowing the impact it will have on people. Passing the bill without a CBO
score would be irresponsible. ‘ '

People
The key reason I ask that you don't pass this bill is that there are people...millions and millions of

people...who would be negatively impacted by the bill. Citizens would not have the "more, better, cheaper”
healthcare that President Trump promised them. Citizens with pre-existing conditions may be priced out of
having healthcare at all. Why would you want to do this to American citizens?

Honor
From following thls bill, I'm left with impression that you are pushing this through only for pohtlcal reasons.
Angry donors? White House pressure? I don't know. Those are reasons being reported on.

Please, put politics aside and act honorably. Our nation is in dire need of having its leaders act with honor,
respect...with "reputation”...the good 'ole way. Our new ways are tearing our nation apart.

Thank you.

Nidia Stone



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ben Teitelbaum R

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I've been a freelancer who's
been able to stay healthy because of the ACA. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA,
not repeal it.

Sincerely, Ben

New York, NY

Ben Teitelbaum
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: marlahill68
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:14 PM
To: _gchcomments

* Subject: Healthcare

To all who read this.

While attending college, after not having bee in over twenty years, the ACA was helpful in making sure I was
insured. I was on Medicaid for two years, even while working part time after graduation. I was able to have a
physical and start on anxiety medications. That helped me elevate the,stress of having left a good paying job in
order to go back to school, earn my degree, and eventually have a career I love.

This is just my story. I personally know friends who will suffer greatly without Medicaid. They will have
nothing. They cannot work due to disabilities but contribute what they can. This is only possible if they have
insurance.

Please do not take away what little as security people have. Elderly and disabled will be hurt the hardest. This
tactic to repeal the ACA is heartless and 100% selfish. We know who will benefit.

Be strong and DO THE RIGHT THING.

" Marla Hill
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rachel Maxwell

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:44 PM
To: - gchcomments

Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy hearing

My young friend Kelly relies on.quality, and affordable healthcare. Because of this and the many other folks |
-know who rely on the ACA, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Kelly is a young adult who has been fighting
- Kidney Cancer for several years. She had to drop out of her Junior year at Washington State University
because of treatments. She would not be living now if it were not for the ACA (although it could still use much
_improvement). Her pre-existing condition is life threatening. If she can beat her cancer she has a long and
~ productive life ahead of her.
I'WOUId like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it!
Sincerely,
Rachel Maxwell
- Edmonds, WA

Rachel Maxwell
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Diane Haspe! i NEGEG_—— >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO to The dreadful destruction of healthcare in this country

My brother in law has early onset Alzheimer's. Without healthcare, he was escaping his house and wandering the
streets. Too many times, he was rescued by the police ( thank goodness). Now with the help of Medicaid he is safe.

My daughter in law has two children under the age of three and was diagnosed with stage 3 brain cancer a year ago.
Without healthcare, their family, and ours, would be bankrupt and unable to get her the medical help she needs.

Both of fhem now have pre existing conditions. Without the medical care they are receiving, they would both be dead.
Please, do not destroy their family and ours.

Vote NO to this odious healthcare bill.

Thank you

Diane Haspel

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

My disabled daughter relies on Medicaid for her health needs. Taking it away is paramount to murder.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eileen Laudadio

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:45 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Proposal

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing to add my voice to the chorus of concerned Americans who does not understand why our elected officials
want to kill the constituents that have put them in office.

| am a breast cancer survivor. Due to having good health insurance, that my husband’s employer paid 100%, | am alive
today. | realize that was 30 years ago, but back than companies valued workers. They provided health benefits, paid
time off, and pensions, just like the federal government provides to Congress now. People worked hard, and companies
rewarded them with decent wages and benefits. That has all changed. Companies have eliminated benefit after benefit
claiming it eats into profits, and now the government wants to further decimate the American worker by taking away
healthcare.

Not only is this bill a punishment to 4 Blue States who vote primarily Democrat, it is also a death sentence to those who
have been born or Have developed a disease. | did not choose to have breast cancer, it chose me. | was 33 years old.
There was no history of breast cancer in my family; | did not have the known “requirements” to be a high risk person. |
went through 52 weekly chemotherapy treatments. | was very sick Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, but | dragged myself
out of bed and into work every Monday and worked Monday through Thursday because we could not afford for me to
stay.home. Like so many Americans, we needed 2 jobs to survive. My husband could not think about changing jobs, we
needed the healthcare his employer provided. -

I was fortunate, | fought hard, followed doctor’s orders, and took my treatments as instructed. Not everyone is so lucky.
We have always had insurance, and since we are getting older, it is very important. My husband’s employer offers
insurance, and we pay a major portion for that insurance, but we have insurance. There are many who are not offered
insurance at work and/or cannot afford it.

I think it is the duty of every Congressional Representative and Senator to make sure the health of this nation is
protected, and that includes the health of its citizens. | think it is the duty of Congress to make sure every citizen is
represented not just the rich or special interests. It is not a partisan issue, it is a national issue. We as a nation cannot be
secure if part of our citizens are sick and hungry. When people get desperate they do desperate things, and this could
put our National Security at risk. :

Do your job and work together as Congress, as Americans, and improve on what is already there to make sure all
Americans are healthy and happy so we can move forward as a Nation, and be the beacon we have always been for the
world.

Thank you, -
Eileen Laudadio

Zip Code 92630
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mark Longsworth s

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: . NO! to Graham Cassidy

Strongly opposed to even giving any consideration to passing a bill the contents of which are totally unknown or
understood by anyone .... including the authors or our fearless leader!

Mark Longsworth | iR
<«

Kensington MD 20895

This e-mail and any attachments may be confidential or legally privileged. If you received this message in error
or are not the intended recipient, you should destroy the e-mail message and any attachments or copies, and you
are prohibited from retaining, distributing, disclosing, or using any information contained herein. Please inform
us of the erroneous delivery by return e-mail to Thank you for your cooperation.

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visd
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynn GIovers_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:46 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Heath"care" bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

| am writing to voice my opinion of the latest healthcare bill that you are considering. My perspective is that of a medical
doctor, a mother of an 11 year-old-daughter who will live with type 1 diabetes for the rest of her life and a empathetic
person who believes that healthcare in the richest country in the world should be a right that every American can attain.
As elected officials you have been given the privileged position to decide how to best utilize our resources to take care
of all of us. This bill is a cruel atrocity and every member of the Senate knows it. Some will vote "yes" for political and
egotistic reasons, and frankly those members should be ashamed. '

Please follow the example and advice of your colleague John McCain and make this bill fail. Healthcare deserves
bipartisan compromise and commitment. Americans deserve that too.

Sincerely,‘ i
Lynn Glover, MD ™"
Woodinville, WA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gene Betit

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:12 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: Reject Graham-Cassidy

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of heaithcare, devastate
working families and roll back the progress we've made in protecting so mény Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy to prdtect the
healthcare of millions of Americans. It's time that wealthy corporations pay their fair share in
taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including healthcare for all

working families.

Gene Betit
SN
I

Cross Junction, Virginia 22625
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kajari Shah

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO -public comment Graham Cassidy HC bill

The Graham-Cassidy bill, like previous bills to repeal health care that were already rejected this summer in the Senate,
would have a devastating impact on America’s families. Specifically, Graham-Cassidy would:

Cause more than 30 million people to lose their health insurance

Make devastating cuts to the expanded Medicaid program. Under Graham-Cassidy, the Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid expansion would end altogether by 2027, throwing millions of people off their coverage.

Cap funding for the traditional Medicaid program, which provides vital care to seniors, children, people with
disabilities, and other vulnerable populations.

Cut funding for the financial assistance that helps people purchase insurance through the Affordable Care Act’s
insurance marketplaces.

Allow states to eliminate protections for people with preexisting conditions and to end the requirements that
insurers cover a set of essential health benefits like oral health services, prescription drugs, maternity care, and mental
health care.- - . .

This bill does not support better healthcare for Americans! -
Kajari Shah

Charlotte, NC
US citizen
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

9/23/17

Dear Committee Members,

| am a physician. | have always had good health insurance. Over more than 40 years of practice, | have seen hundreds
of patients who postponed care, didn't buy medicines, didn't take medicines regularly, and suffered for lack of care.

Graham-Cassidy will deny care to millions, eliminate coverage for pre-existing conditions, and will, without a doubt, kill
people.

No Senator of conscience should support this legislation.
Please see to it that this bill dies.
Sincerely,

Thomas W. Brink, MD
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Clare Nolan _

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:47 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No Graham-Cassidy

To whom it may concern:

The Graham-Cassidy bill, like previous bills to repeal health care that were already rejected this summer in the Senate,
would have a devastating impact on America’s families. Specifically, Graham-Cassidy would:

Cause more than 30 million people to lose their health insurance

Make devastating cuts to the expanded Medicaid program. Under Graham-Cassidy, the Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid expansion would end altogether by 2027, throwing millions of people off their coverage.

Cap funding for the traditional Medicaid program, which provides vital care to seniors, children, people with
disabilities, and other vulnerable populations.

Cut funding for the financial assistance that helps people purchase insurance through the Affordable Care Act’s
insurance marketplaces.

Allow states to eliminate protections for people with preexisting conditions and to end the requirements that
insurers cover a set of essential health benefits like oral health services, prescription drugs, maternity care, and mental
healthcare. .~~~ I - ‘ ' B '

Do hot pass this bill.

Clare Nolan
Albany, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Désirée Schuler el

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: . GrahamCassidy's Healthcare Bill

To Whom It May Concern: ‘ .

I fail to understand the motivation behind this bill that will cause a lot of suffering and pain in the
communities that are the most in need. Many of the people affected work hard and deserve better. The
only reason I can think of anyone is willing to support this bill is that donors who will stand to profit from
people's misery are promising bonuses to those politicians who will sacrifice their humanity, dignity, and -
integrity. It appears that there are a lot of souls for sale in Washington. Sadly, they appear to be those
who claim to be Christians. -

I hope that more than three senators will stand up for human decency, dignity, and integrity to vote no
when this bill is up for vote. I hope to be pleasantly surprised.

Respectfully,

Désirée Schuler

Warwick, RI 02888
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Morning Star

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Keep The ACA

| am 59 and just recovering from hip-replacement surgery. It was only possible because | was able to buy insurance
when the ACA prohibited insurance companies from shutting people out, which they did for decades due to my
cardiomyopathy. Two weeks after hip replacement, I'm gliding up hills, instead of limping.

If I lose my insurance, | will likely go on disability for my heart condition. | don't want to stop working. | don't want to
be entirely dependent on Government services. The moderate subsidy | receive makes health insurance affordable.
A bill promising access is not enough. Keep, and improve, the ACA!

Jeff Lange

Jeff Lange
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Spelimardiimgi .

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:43 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My | would like to
see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Nancy Spellman
Concord, CA

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: cindi conwa

. Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:43 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham Cassidy health care

Please do not pass the Graham Cassidy Death To Many Bill! This is not a HEALTH CARE Bill as it will end
Healthcare for many! This will cost many American citizens their life! This is tax break for the wealthiest Americans
at the costs of the sick and poor! This sham of a bill will force many hardworking Americans to choose between
living and sending their kids to college,between living and placing the family in financial ruin!This bill does NOT pass
the Kimmel Test as promised by Sen. Cassidy! This Bill would force my daughter who's just turned 26,and been
kicked off my insurance, who has a preexisting condition of Transverse Myelitis to not pursue her career in
teaching,as she would not be able to afford insurance and to live in poverty to be eligible for medicaid,because w/o
her bi-monthly Dr appointments in which she is injected with a medicine, Baclofen,she would not be able to WALK! |
watched my daughter who was paralyzed from the waist down fight hard since the age of 14,to gain the ability to
walk w/a cane. To see her crying because she just graduated college w/her teaching degree but does not know
what she will do for insurance due to her preexisting medical condition is heartbreaking! To see her fight so hard to
succeed to be slapped in the face by heartless bill, backed by a Republican congress to make their donors happy
and give tax breaks to the rich at the expense of my daughter being able to walk is an egregious error by
Republicans,as they were elected to represent THE PEOPLE not rich DONORS! Republicans will be the new
villains in history book to come if they continue to put profits before people!
Sincerely,
Cynihia Moore, Concerned Mother, Concerned American
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:43 PM
To: . gchcomments

Subject: Public comment

As an RN | have many patients'who rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. | work with Veterans who rely on Medicaid to pay for their rehab after prolonged hospitalization. The cuts to
Medicaid would be devastating for the veterans and their families. My mother-in-law also relies on the healthcare
exchanges for her insurance and has a pre-existing condition. Without anti-coagulation medication she could have a
stroke. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thanks,

Amy Chesbrough IS
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Cahill—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:43 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Jjohnson Healthcare Bil

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch, Chairman
U.S. Senate Committee on Finance

The Honorable Ron Wyden, Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on Finance

September 23, 2017
Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill
Dear Senator Hatch and Senator Wyden:

As a parent.of.a daughter with a pre-existing condition, | want to express my strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-
Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill. This bill would end the Federal protections for persons with pre-existing conditions,
would allow states to reintroduce annual and lifetime caps, and allow insurance companies to charge women more for
their coverage. In addition, the essential benefits established by the Affordable Care Act (ACA) would no longer be
federally mandated. Prior to ACA, 75 percent of the individual insurance plans did not offer maternity care.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill also ends all cost sharing payments to low income Americans. My
daughter works fulltime for a small business and purchases her health insurance through the ACA marketplace. She
currently receives a cost sharing payment that comprises about 19% of the total cost of her monthly insurance premium.
This is actually a smaller benefit then that she would receive if she worked for an employer who allowed her to pay for
her health insurance premiums with pre-tax dollars. Why are the ACA cost sharing payments considered “bad” or
“welfare” but not the tax subsidies being received by other Americans who pay for premiums with pre-tax dollars?

The nonpartisan experts who have reviewed the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill say that it will increase
the cost of health insurance to individuals and tens of millions of Americans will lose coverage. This is not the direction
our country should be moving in. These healthcare experts include: the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the
National Association of Medicaid Directors, the Commonwealth Fund, the Kaiser Family Foundation, the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, the Center for American Progress, AARP, Brookings, Avalere, the American Academy of
Actuaries, and the American Enterprise Institute. In addition, at least two major health insurance providers, Blue Cross
Blue Shield and Kaiser Permanente, the American Hospital Association and a number of physician associations have
released statements opposing the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill.

Finally, | strongly object to how the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill is being rushed through with limited
discussion, and little outside input. It is being brought up for a vote before a score is released by the Congressional
Budget Office.-Healthcare reform is too important for it to be treated in this manner. The decisions the Senate makes on
healthcare will not only affect who receives coverage but will also affect who lives or dies.

My daughter currently can hold down a fulltime position and is self-supporting because her illness is kept in remission by
the care she receives. The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill would make her care unaffordable resulting in
a relapse of her iliness and quite possibly a long painful death. Please don’t tell me that the state high risk care pools for
persons with pre-existing conditions would take care of her. The U.S. has tried that model and it failed miserably
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‘E_E‘Iz t
because these pools were grossly underfunded. The GraHam-Cassidy‘HelIer-Johnson Healthcare Bill reduces funding
dramatically to most of the states; this does not bode well for high risk pools. '

Please do not pass the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Healthcare Bill.

Sincerely,
Anne Cahill

Fairfax, VA 22032

cc: Senator John Warner
Senator Tim Kaine

.- . . . . .
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: George M Homewood FAICP

Sent: ‘ Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:43 PM
To: . gchcomments

Subject: NO to Graham-Cassidy

One of the things that makes our American economic system work is labor mobility. For mobility to function most
efficiently, key benefits should be as portable as possible (eg: 401k plans). Having what could be dramatically different
health care systems in different states retards portability and thus labor mobility which means likely a far less efficient
labor market in the US. If it’s all about jobs, this proposal should be a non-starter for that reason alone.

George M Homewood NP

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: _ Erica Zunke! eum——

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:25 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Brent Stephens; Gretchen Zunkel; Paul & Sandy Staley
- Subject: G-C Comments

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Once again, | write to express my disapproval of yet another partisan attempt to repeal the ACA. | am opposed to G-C on
both process and substance grounds. -

First, on process, this is not how laws should be made. There is no CBO score and there has been no attempt to even
figure out how this bill will affect Americans. That is absolutely shameful! All so that Republicans can say they repealed
and replaced Obamacare? How cynical.

Second, while | think there's something to be said for states having additional flexibility to experiment with programs
that will lower costs, how in the world are they supposed to do that with so much less money? As Nevada Governor
Brian Sandoval said, flexibility with less money'is a false choice. I haven't heard one person agree for this bill on the
substance and the merits. How does it help people? It clearly doesn't, and everyone in the healthcare industry agrees.

The best way forward is to work in a bipartisan way on lasting solutions to fix the ACA. Please do that, and do it soon.

Best,
Erica Zunkel
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Doug Wible < il
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO ON GRAHAM - CASSIDY

Dear Senators,

As a Pennsylvania voter, retired smallbusinessman, and a registered Republican until quite recently, I am horrified by the
push from Republican leadership to move forward to a vote on the Graham-Cassidy bill without even a full CBO score to
evaluate the coverage loss or premium hikes that it would cause. You are playing politics with real people’s lives.
Graham-Cassidy would allow waivers so that states could let insurers hike rates on people with pre-existing conditions: or
even raise rates for existing policy-holders who fall ill. What gobd is “insurance” if once you need it, you can no longer
afford it?

Meanwhile, shifting to block grant Medicaid would leave states like Pennsylvania, with our aging populatlon especially
vulnerable when needs expand during economic downturns. And it would leave us helpless to respond to expanding
public health crises like the opioid epidemic. As a result of the ACA-supported Medicaid expansion, about 700,000
Pennsylvania residents have gained medical coverage, including drug addiction treatment. About 63,000 of them were
treated for substance abuse in 2015.

Graham-Cassidy starts by shrinking these funds, and then cuts them off entirely. What does that say to our communities
in southwest PA; where folks are struggling with the loss of loved ones, or trying desperately to get treatment for those
addicted? “Your lives just don't matter”?

Stop the cynical games. Support the renewal of transparent, bipartisan hearings led by Senators Alexander and Murray
through regular order to stabilize the ACA.

Yours sincerely,

Douglas Wible

Pittsburgh PA 15206
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Lacy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:43 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassity bill

Our country is being lead by an greedy mad man. Who everyone knows did not win the popular vote and more than
likely, not even legally. So for the GOP to just try and give this man a win, is not only unAmerican, self-serving, and a
farce. | think the swamp has forgotten that they work for the American people or maybe they just don't believe that at
all. Either way, this is not the way. If you want to "fix" or "enhance" ACA, then do that.

| think it's easy, give Americans the same insurance that our civil servants have! | mean yours! There's no way politicians
should have better anything then the common American.

Angela Lacy
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Audrey Kriva JEEERGGNER-
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:41 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: Affordable Care Act

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story is that as a
recent college graduate, I needed affordable healthcare and have found it through the ACA. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. ‘
Sincerely,‘Audrey Kriva

Richmond, VA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
‘Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Ann Seltzer SN >

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:40 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassid.

Finance Committee,

The newest version.of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mary Ann Seltzer

G
L J
< o
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hello,

Raj Chaklashiya GRS

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:44 PM
gchcomments
Public Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Hearing

Healthcare is not only a right, it is a necessity, a means for me and my family to guarantee that we can go about
our lives knowing full well that in the inevitable case of an accident or illness, we are guaranteed quality,
affordable healthcare. Due to my belief, I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Without affordable
healthcare provided by the government through the ACA, the story of how I overcame a huge cyst that formed
on my upper eyelid would have taken a turn for the worse. The only reason why I can see today is because of
the ACA, and I know that millions of other Americans have stories of their own health problems that took turns
for the better under this program. But there is much room for improvement. However, bipartisanship in
Congress is what we need, not extreme political positions that take away healthcare from Americans like me. I
would like to see improvements made by both the Democratic and Republican Party on the ACA, not a repeal.
Please heed the words of one of your fellow Americans. Thank you.

Sincerely, =~
Raj Chaklashiya

Mira Loma, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Ann Seltzer

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:40 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassid.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in prdtecting s0 many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mary Ann Seltzer

Overland Park, Kansas R
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

S
From: Sarah Bedard Holland
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:29 PM
To: gchcomments
Cc: ‘Tanya Dorf Brunner'
Subject: No - Graham Cassidy public comment
Attachments: Graham Cassidy.docx '

The Honorable Orin Hatch
Chairman

Senate Committee on Finance
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ron Wyden
Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Finance
221 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden,

The American Network of Oral Health Coalitions is an alliance of 41 state oral health coalitions, dedicated to ensuring
that families have access to comprehensive, affordable oral health coverage and care, we are very concerned about the
impact the Graham Cassidy Legislation will have on the health and well-being of Americans and the economies of the
state’s where our organizations are based and we urge you to cease consideration of this proposal, or to vote no if it
come to the floor.

Of note, if Graham Cassidy becomes law it will have devastating ramifications:

e Allow states to eliminate protections for people with preexisting conditions and to end the requirements that
insurers cover a set of essential health benefits like oral health services, prescription drugs, maternity care, and
mental health care.

e Cause more than 30 million people to lose their health insurance

e Make devastating cuts to the expanded Medicaid program. Under Graham-Cassidy, the Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid expansion would end altogether by 2027, throwing millions of people off their coverage.

e Cap funding for the traditional Medicaid program, which provides vital medical and dental care to seniors, children,
people with disabilities, and other vulnerable populations.

e Cut funding for the financial assistance that helps people purchase insurance through the Affordable Care Act’s
insurance marketplaces.

Sincerely,



American Network of Oral Health Coalitions Membership:

Alabama Oral Health Coalition

Alaska Dental Action Coalition

Arizona Oral Health Coalition

Arkansas Oral Health Coalition, Inc.
Oral Health Action California

Oral Health Colorado

Connecticut Coalition for Oral Health
Oral Health Florida

Georgia Oral Health Coalition

Hawaiian Islands Oral Health Task Force
Idaho Oral Health Alliance

IFLOSS - Illinois

Oral Health Kansas, Inc.

Kentucky Oral Health Coalition
Louisiana Oral Health Coalition

Maine Oral Health Coalition

Maryland Dental Action Coalition
Better Oral Health for Massachusetts
Michigan Oral Health Coalition
Minnesota Oral Health Coalition
Mississippi Oral Health Community Alliance
Missouri Coalition for Oral Health, Inc.
Oral Health Nevada, Inc.

New Hampshire Oral Health Coalition
New York State Oral Health Coalition
North Carolina Oral Health Collaborative
North Dakota Oral Health Coalition
Children’s Oral Health Action Team - Ohio
Children’s Oral Health Coalition — Oklahoma
Oregon Oral Health Coalition
Pennsylvania Coalition for Oral Health
Rhode Island Oral Health Commission
South Dakota Oral Health Coalition
Middle Tennessee Oral Health Coalition
Utah Oral Health Coalition

Vermont Oral Health Coalition

Virginia Oral Health Coalition
Washington State Oral Health Coalition
West Virginia

West Virginia Oral Health Coalition
Wisconsin Oral Health Coalition



VVﬁght,Kevh1(Hnance)

N

From: Duncan Howatt“

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:40 PM
To: ' , gchcomments _
Subject: : new health care proposal

Please do not pass the new health care proposal. With pre-existing
conditions, it would make health insurance unaffordable for my wife and

me.

Thank you, V ‘ ' N
Duncan Howatt

Gresham OR
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Catherine Lewers m
Sent: Saturday, Septemb ) .

To: : gchcomments

Subject: Stop Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senators:

On every level, from personal to public health, Graham-Cassidy is a mistake. Witness the universal opposition of
physicians' groups, such as the AMA, AAP; of patients groups such as the AARP; of insurers; of the directors of Medicaid
for the states; and on and on.

No bill that affects 1/6 of our economy should be considered without a CBO score. No bill that impacts lives the way
health care does should be considered outside of regular order. '

Strangling Medicaid will deprive people like my daughter's birth mother of health care. She decided to carry to term and
place her baby for adoption, but lost her job mid-pregnancy. The only reason she had health care during her pregnancy
and delivery was Medicaid. And | have a wonderful healthy daughter now. '

There are thousands of stories, each more poignant than the last, about how Medicaid or the ACA has saved lives but
the GOP led Senate has so far shown that it doesn't care. It is past time to turn that around, hold town halls, allow
debate, and negotiate a bipartisan improvement to our health care system.

Catherine Lewers

Boise, ID 83716
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Wri2 ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Naomi Penner-

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:30 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

I've just enrolled in healthcare. Next month, | turn 26, and am therefore off my parent’s
insurance and on my own. | live at home and work multiple part-time jobs without benefits,
despite having a Bachelor's degree. There’s no way | could survive financially on my own, let
alone afford healthcare. Yet, thanks to the Affordable Care Act and what is offered under
Medicaid, | am able to actually afford healthcare. While | am luckily healthy, knowing that |
have health insurance just in case something were to happen lifts a huge weight off my
shoulders. | am so grateful.

Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | oppose it even more in a state with a
Governor that is against the ACA and has no problem taking healthcare away from millions of
Kentuckians. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it. -

Sincerely,
Naomi Penner
Louisville, KY 40207



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sandy Owen F
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:39 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: improved healthcare please!

RE: Cassidy-Graham bill

It's obvious to Americans that the ACA/Obamacare is expensive and a long ways from
perfect, but the repeated attempts to kill the ACA without a workable replacement is
making the majority of people that we know---of ALL political beliefs---frustrated and
disgusted that Congress is playing political games instead of pursing thoughtful,
bipartisan solutions to actually make American healthcare affordable and accessible.

Stop trying to push through hastily drawn bills in lieu of actually working together and
making progress on behalf of the American people! If Congress is fearful about the
seeming groundswell of support for healthcare reform that looks like European
healthcare systems, then Congress needs to get serious about working together,
reigning in the insurance industry, and ensuring that our citizens have the reasonably
priced but effective coverage that they deserve, including no discrimination based on

~ prior illnesses and no lifetime limits that sentence people to death if they are unlucky
enough to contract a disease requiring expensive longterm care (and no big loopholes to
try and make it look like these things are protected when the reality is that there are left
to the whim of politicians in each state, meaning that most of the time, they will not be
protected).

It's clear that the Cassidy-Graham bill is being rushed through the Senate without
adequate information about it's likely effect on citizens like us and our family. (We have
been forced into buying coverage in a public healthcare exchange because, despite being
hardworking, high income earners, we are self-employed and don't have the advantage
of working with a group to buy our insurance. Our insurance company, Lifewise of
WA/Premera, refused to sell us insurance directly this year, insisting that we had to
obtain insurance through the Washington State Health Exchange.) The Cassidy-Graham
bill does not appear to do anything to improve our access to reliable and comprehensive
healthcare coverage at a reasonable price, nor does it appear to do much, especially in
the long-term, for more vulnerable segments of society who also deserve to have
reliable and comprehensive healthcare coverage. ‘

The Cassidy-Graham bill does not have the support of citizens. In fact, for nearly every
person we know, which represents a wide range of political beliefs, this bill is viewed
only as more ineffective political wrangling in DC, a way of governing that Americans are
absolutely sick of watching, especially as it affects our lives in very personal and
negative ways.

Sincerely,
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: jenny seitz

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Don't let this bill pass

Please thoroughly examine this bill and let the CBO do it's job. It is obvious that this bill will hurt millions of
Americans. I have a good friend who had a grandson born 18 months ago with heart defects. He had his first
surgery at 9 months old, and possibly may need more. This child has probably already reached his lifetime
limit for expenditures on healthcare and he has not yet reached his second birthday!

Additionally, it has been reported that Sen. Murkowski has been offered a deal to allow Alaska to keep most of
the ACA in exchange for her vote! This is unconscionable, and I don't see how it could be legal. The governor
of Alaska is against the bill, along with all 50 Medicaid directors. Every major medical group has come out
against it. I don't know how Graham-Cassidy can imagine that they are able to defend their bill when teems of
professional medical providers are against it.

I can only have faith that this committee will stand up for the American people and defend their access to
affordable health care.

Sincerely,
Jenny Seitz



Wric_; ht, Kevin (Firlance)

From: J Wurzbach

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, we oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. We would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Here is our family's healthcare story:

In 2001 our son was born with a bilateral cleft lip and a cleft palate. As new parents, we were forced to alter our expectations. Instead of
taking our son home, he was kept in the neonatal intensive care unit for several days until the staff was certain we could feed him: we had a
lot to learn about feeding a newborn who couldn’t suckle. We also learned that we were facing over two decades of surgeries and
orthodontics. First the doctors unified his upper lip, then over the years they sealed the roof of his mouth, grafted bones chips from his hip
into his upper jaw, and created an artificial pharyngeal flap. Our son went through two rounds of braces; he is now out of braces and wearing
a retainer. Most recently the doctors broke his upper jaw to correct an underbite and align his jaw to the center of his face. He still needs
rhinoplasty to extend his nose and a number of other corrections, surgeries he’ll be dealing with until he is 25.

At the time, our Kaiser Permanente medical insurance came from my employer. When our son was born, the plastic surgeon on-call
happened to be one of the best cleft lip and palate specialists in the state, perhaps the nation. Ensuring the continuity of care this particular
doctor could provide became a top priority for our family. But because our insurance came from work, our mobility was restricted: since he
was a Kaiser doctor, access to him was only affordable with Kaiser coverage. So we could only consider new jobs that carried Kaiser. We
had to forgo employment opportunities we would otherwise accept were it not for the need to maintain our current coverage.

When my husband found a lucrative, potential employer who didn’t offer the insurance we needed, we looked into purchasing individual
coverage for our son. Our hope was that we could pay for our son’s coverage out of pocket, while the rest of our family (by now our
firstborn had a younger brother) could stay on my husband's employer’s plan. But given that he had a pre-existing condition, the request for
individual coverage was rejected. My husband passed on the job. .

The ACA changed all that.
With the ACA in place, Kaiser was now available through Colorado’s health exchange. We were no longer limited in our selection of jobs
and were able to pursue opportunities regardless of whether they offered a particular health plan. Now half our family is covered through one

employer, and the other half through insurance we buy on the open market. Only through the ACA could we afford the longitudinal care our
son needs, and will continue to need for the next 10 years.

Our family needs the ACA. It preserves our access to the medical care we need at an affordable price, enabling our economic mobility.

Sincerely,
Jued Wurzbach
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kit Goldfarb

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Fix the Affordable Care Act, don't repeal it

To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I am writing you to express my support for fixing the Affordable Care Act rather than repealing it.

| am a middle-aged woman (not yet eligible for Medicare) who lives in a rural area and have a pre-existing condition. At
this point, | am not sure what my health insurance will cost next year. | am already paying more than $800 per month
with a $4,000 deductible. Predictions are that it will go up more than 40% next year.

In addition to that burden, if there is a lifetime cap put on health care payouts, | would I|kely face very difficult decisions.
Do | get procedures that could save my life, or do | hope for the best. :

| worked hard all my life, earned a reasonable salary, saved money, have never been without health care, and have
never not paid my taxes. | never imagined that | would face the prospect of not being able to afford health care.

And | know that my situation is better than many people. | do not know how government leaders in the wealthiest
country in the history of the world can even consider depriving its citizens of something so fundamental.

| hope that you will all do the right thing and work to improve our health care system, not destroy it.

Sincerely,
Kathryn K. Goldfarb
Washington, VA 22747



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hope Friedman

Sent: ‘ Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:37 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

As an RN who has worked in a Pediatric Intensive Care Unit for 35 years I have seen first hand the terrible
consequences for families when pre-existing diseases are not covered by insurance. PLEASE stop this bill.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘ Beverly Wiemeri ﬂ
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:37 P

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/ Cassidy Healthcare proposal

~ Voting for this terrible bill just to receive funds from constituents is wrong, wrong, wrong. Didn’t your mother teach you

anything. Voting for this proposal is a sham. Anyone who votes for this bill should not be in the Senate. Citizens require
lawmakers to care enough for people so as to put them first and donors, who are really bribing the Senate, last. Be a
caring citizen and support all NO votes

From: Charles Wiemeri
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: (evin venzel QRENEEID

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Why are you trying to leave millions uninsured?

Dear Senators:

Ths bill is awful, it punishes people with pre-existing conditions and will leave millions uninsured. My mother got breast
cancer after she lost her job and this bill could affect her livelihood. We all know why the GOP is trying to ram in this
healthcare bill without a CBO score: they want to appease their wealthy donors and get tax cuts for the rich. How about
we do a bi-partisan approach that doesn't leave millions uninsured?

Thanks



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Patrick KnigMA

Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:36 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: GOP Healthcare Plan

How about we DON'T rush the Republican "Repeal and Replace" tax break
for Corporations and the 1% through the Senate without the appropriate -
deliberative process and CBO scote just because Republicans made a
promise to gut the ACA that is going to throw 10's of millions off Healthcare
and unnecessarily kill 10's of thousands of Amencansm What kind of

country are wer!?

Patrick Knight
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: June BlueSpruce
" Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:29 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Letter to Senate Finance Committee about Graham-Cassidy-Hetller-Johnson proposal
Attachments: Letter to Senate Finance Comm.docx

Dear Senators:

Please see attached letter for my comments on this proposal. These are intended to
provide information for your hearing on the proposal on Monday, Sept. 25 at 2 pm.

Thank you for considering my input.
Sincerely yours,

June BlueSpruce
Seattle, WA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Mel Vassey 4NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:36 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities. '

I am a 48-year-old health professional. Twenty years ago, just a week after my 28th birthday, I was in a head-on
collision with a driver who fell asleep at the wheel and crossed the center line. I had little time to react and no
way of avoiding impact. [ was extremely fortunate to have survived, but I have lived with constant pain ever
since.

Under Graham-Cassidy, there is nothing to protect me from having that history labeled a preexisting condition,
and nothing to keep my premiums from being raised out of reach. My husband is a small business owner and
relies on my employer-provided insurance coverage. With preexisting conditions of his own, this bill will be
equally devastating.

The simple reality is that everyone, at some point in their life, develop a medical condition that an insurance
company could, under Graham-Cassidy, deem worthy of an unaffordable premium. Nobody, regardless of their
station, should have healthcare put out of their reach this way. As we have seen with previous House efforts,
you as legislators will simply exempt yourselves from the law. It is morally unconscionable to submit the
American people to any law that members of Congress feel is too onerous for them.

“Hatred does not end by hatred; hatred ends by love. This is the eternal law.” - Buddha

Emuel Vassey, DVM, MPH

Kittei Point’| ME I
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: - Debbie Sefton
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments

- Subject: No on Graham Cassidy

Dear Sir or Madam,

Return to regular order and put together a health care bill that doesn't terrify millions of
Americans. Stop pandering to big donors and special interests and-listen to your constituents.
Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully
Debbie Sefton
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jane Spence P
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:42 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I’'m writing to express my horror at the possibility of the Graham-Cassidy bill passing into law. Of all the iterations of
Trumpcare surfacing so far, this one appears to be the most cruel, with the potential to inflict mortal damage on many
millions more Americans. | simply cannot fathom how our elected officials are even entertaining it as an option, when
this is the reality:

e Every major patients’ advocacy group, medical associations, and the insurance industry is vehemently against
this bill

e There is no CBO score so no indicators of just how destructive this will be to the economy down the road

¢ The vast majority of American citizens are against it

e Any tax reductions resulting from this act of savagery will benefit the wealthiest, while the rest of us will see sky-
rocketing premiums and no tax cut to offset the premium increases.

e MOCs will be exempt from this bill so they will not have to experience the financial disaster this bill will impart
to 50 many families.

As a late middle age woman with a pre-existing condition, I've begged and pleaded with my TX MOCs to work across the
aisle to fix ACA. Sadly, they continue to ignore their constituents and fellow Americans. I’'m hoping sanity at some point
will prevail, which is why I’'m sending this émail. Please do the sane, right, moral thing — scrap G-C and go back to the
table for a bi-partisan fix to ACA.

Thank you for your attention.

Jane Spence
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeff Kronick

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:36 PM

gchcomments

Health Care Is Crucial For All Americans: Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The latest and now most disgusting version of Trumpcare would dump 32 million people from

the insurance rolls.
It will devastate millions of working families.

It will undermine most if not all the progress America has made in protecting so many of our

citizens.

And now we've learned that hidden in this Graham-Cassidy bill is a $20 billion tax break for
the highly-profitable medical device industry -- an industry that currently holds around $230

billion in profits offshore, and hasn't paid a nickel in U.S. taxes on them.

The Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees and received

dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration back in 2009.

The single hearing on Graham-Cassidy being held this week is a travesty and an outrage

considering the staggeringly horrible impacts on the public well-being this sick bill represents.

The Senate Finance Committee, and then the entire Senate needs to reject Graham-Cassidy.
Protecting the healthcare of the millions of Americans this bill puts at risk is a moral and

economic imperative.

And it's also a moral and economic imperativé for highly profitable American corporations to
pay their fair share in taxes. When they do, our country will be able to properly invest in

America's future, including healthcare for working families.

Jeff Kronick
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:29 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: protect the ACA - VOTE NO against the Graham-Cassidy madness

Dear Senators,

Your actions are destructive, reckless and immoral. Repealing affordable healthcare for millions of Americans
and putting those of us with pre-existing conditions at risk of being priced out of potentially life-giving care is
not only irresponsible but devoid of any human capacity for compassion and concern for your fellow citizens.
You are driven by your donors — a small number of wealthy individuals for whom none of these issues matter.
But to the rest of us, it matters. Believe me.

Have the spine to acknowledge that you not only do not have a comprehensive and intelligent bi-partisan bill on
the table, but what you will end up doing is crushing the people you claim to serve.

to quote those who do know something about healthcare:

fof the recbfd, from' the NYT:

Defenders of the new Trumpcare — the Graham-Cassidy bill — are telling Jimmy Kimmel to be quiet and leave the
health policy debate to the experts. So | wanted to give you a quick rundown this morning of what the experts are
saying about the bill:

it “violates the precept of ‘first do no harm™ and “would result in millions of Americans losing their health insurance
coverage.” — American Medical Association, which represents doctors.

It is “the worst healthcare bill yet.” — American Nurses Association.
It “would erode key protections for patients and consumers.” — American Hospital Association.

The “process [in the Senate] is just as bad as the substance. ... Most Americans wouldn’t buy a used car with this little info.” —
AARP.

The bill will “weaken access to the care Americans need and deserve.” — American Heart Association, jointly with the American
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, the American Diabetes and Lung associations, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the March
of Dimes and others.

“This bill harms our most vulnerable patients.” — American Psychiatric Association.

It would hurt “consumers and patients by further destabilizing the individual market; cutting Medicaid; pulling back on protections
for pre-existing conditions.” — America’s Health Insurance Plans.

It “would lead to a loss of health insurance for at least 32 million people after 2026. ... By repealing the ACA’s coverage
expansions and cutting deeply into the Medicaid program, the Graham-Cassidy bill threatens the health care of as many as 100
million people, from newborns to the elderly.” — Sara Collins, The Commonwealth Fund.

Take that, Jimmy Kimmel. You’re nothing but a ]ate -night talk show host trying to prevent your fellow citizens from losing access
to decent medical care.

In today’s Times, Paul Krugman brings back the three-legged stool to explain Graham-Cassidy.

| don't honestly know how you all sleep at night.
Respectfully,

Louise Wales
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

]
From: Charlotte Innes o
Sent: : Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:35 PM
. To: ) gchcomments

Subject: . Please do NOT pass the Cassidy-Graham Healthcare Bill!

I-think passing the Cassidy-Graham Healthcare Bill would be a disaster. Millions of people would lose
coverage. Medicaid would be cut. And allowing the states to decide individually how to use the money is crazy,
because of course some states would be kinder than others.

In my own case, I benefited very much under the Affordable Care Act (aka Obamacare). I was laid off from my
teaching job in 2012, and was unable to find another full-time job. I was doing part-time work (several jobs)

" and after my COBRA health payments ran out, Covered California (the CA program under the ACA) saved me.
For half the amount I was paying under COBRA, I was able to get the health care and medications that I
needed. And I had a PPO plan with no deductible.

Other than free health care for all--a brilliant idea!--the current ACA is the best plan so far. All the GOP plans
have been much more unkind to poor and middle-class people.

All best,
Charlotte Innes

Ms. Charlotte Innes

Los Angeles, CA 90026

—
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Martha Means

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: [ oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family needs quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | am disabled
and retired and my husband is elderly and retired. We have planned and prepared the best we know how for our
older age and assumed that we would have affordable healthcare. We are also helping pay for a niece to go to
college. It is important to the whole family that the younger members of the family have good healthcare insurance. |
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Martha Means

‘ Seattle, WA
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

_—
From: Star Geezer
Sent: ~ Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:35 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ' Graham-Cassidy health care bill

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My pre-existing heart condition and
the cost of health care insurance may prevent me from continuing to obtain affordable health insurance. would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to 1mprove the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Wayne Thomas

Florence, Arizona 851 32
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Finance Committee,

Elliott Robertson

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:30 PM
gchcomments

I make $30K gross. My mother's in a nursing home.

My mother would be kicked out of her nursing home were it not for Medicaid's funding.

My pay after deductions is under $24K. | can't chip in.

You must not allow this to happen to countless mothers.

Sincerely,
Elliott Robertson

Philadelphia, PA 19148
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)'

- From: A.J. Brown ﬂ
Sent: Saturday, September-23, 2017 11:35 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare and reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

| am writing to ask you to reject the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill. This newest attempt to
end the Affordable Care Act (aka Obamacare) would take healthcare away from 32 million
people, thereby devastating working families and rolling back the progress we have made in
protecting so many Americans. Also hidden in this bill is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings, and 169 hours of consideration. Gréham-Cassidy will have only
one hearing, scheduled for this week; having only one hearing on this bill is irresponsible and

unacceptable given the life and death-matters at stake.

| ask the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject-Graham-Cassidy and to protect

the healthcare of millions of Americans.

A.J. Brown

W Alzbama 36609
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Julie

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Honorable Senators,

] and other members of my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy

bill. Although | work for some wonderful healthcare institutions, such as Kaiser Permanente and Sutter Health, 1 am hired as a
contractor so these employers do not provide me with healthcare benefits. On a modest salary, as an independent
contractor, | need to provide my own health insurance, in addition to other benefits that are provided to salaried employees
that | do not receive. As an individual, this is costly and 1 am highly vulnerable to exclusions that would not protect me if it
were not for the ACA enabling me the health coverage that | need. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

_Sincerely,
Julie Forbes
Menlo Park, California

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Deanna <Y

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:34 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill

Hello. I am a pediatrician who works only in the intensive care unit, which means that I take care of the sickest
kids in the city. The Graham-Cassidy bill would devastate a lot of these families. Independent analyses (since
you couldn't wait for the CBO score, that's what I have to go on), show that there would be a 31% decrease in

funds for healthcare for kids. This is unacceptable!
Additionally, kids make up 40-50% of people on Medicaid/CHIP, so any cuts to Medicaid, as with this bill,

would greatly affect them.

But it's not just kids. 32,000,000 Americans would lose healthcare coverage, and premiums would rise for most
of the rest of us. Per the insurance 1ndustry, this blll would hkely throw the insurance market into a death spiral.
It cannot be allowed to happen.

Along with the 66,000 pediatricians in the American Academy of Pediatrics, I strongly oppose this bill. Thank
you for listening. A

Dr. Deanna Behrens
Chicago, IL 60613
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: T. Zachary Frazier

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:30 PM
To: - gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy is a Terrible Bill

To the honorable members of the Senate Finance Committee,

Everyone who knows what is in this bill seems to not like it. Analysis shows this to be the most cruel, and
callous of the repeals efforts launched since the start of the year. Why is it still a thing? The other efforts all
went down in flames because the bills were bad. This bill is bad too.

I have a pre-existing condition, this bill will effectively strip away my ability to get medical care. So you know,
such things matter greatly to me.

Thanks,

T. Z. Frazier, MLIS
South Carolina Voter

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Constance McConnell

Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 11: 34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: : Proposed Health Care Bill---AGAINST

I strongly urge all senators of good conscience to vote NO on this rushed bill. The budget office
should be able to evaluate it before anyone even considers a vote. It creates too much variability
from state to state for an organized system and almost all major medical associations are against

it. That speaks volumes in itself. This is too complicated and too important to our health and well
being to be rushed through without hearings and amendments and all the traditional routes a bill
takes to be made into law. The ACA took 18 months! We don't want advances made by the ACA
(like preexisting conditions) taken away either. »

VOTE NO.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chelsea Dommert

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:33 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

-1 urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering. Graham-
Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most
vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Chelsea Dommert
Chicago, IL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fihance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:33 PM
To: ' gchcomments '

Subject: Do not pass Cassidy-Graham

Do not pass Cassidy-Graham!

Sent from my iPhone
Ruth Weiner

——
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: nina menkes

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment on Graham Cassidy

Dear Finance Committee:

I want to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
I am over 50 and your bill would wreck havoc in my life.
DO NOT SUPPORT THIS CRUEL BILL!

Nina Menkes

Los Angeles, CA 90291



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Iris Greenberg-Smith

Sent: - ' ~ Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:33 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No on Republican health care bill

I opbose fhe Graham-Cassidy bill! What we need is a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it. Repair and renew, not repeal and replace!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Bartlema

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:26 PM
gchcomments

Protect Healthcare -- Reject Graham-Cassidy

Finance Committee,

It appears the latest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare,
devastating working families and rolling back the brogress we've made in pfotecting SO many
Americans. Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy;—is a $20 billion tax break for
the highly-profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed

offshore on which it has not paid a dime in US taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE heéring is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mark Bartleman

 ——

Laguna Beach, California 92651-3816
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lauren Busser. Guu DD >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:33 PM
To: T gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Hello Senate,

There is so much about this last-minute push to repeal that sickens me! After "skinny repeal" failed I was hobing thata bipartisan commission would

come through with a plan and that the Senate would give them time to formulate a plan that would allow MORE people to be covered, not fewer,
and I urge Congress not to pass it!

First, it is absolutely reckless to vote on this bill without a CBO score that contains a thorough analysis of insurance loss and cost. I find this bill to be
tantamount to buying a car and not knowing what the monthly payment is. It just doesn’t make sense.

1 am also concerned about the language that allows insurance companies to remove the protection for pre-existing conditions. [ am a 27-year-old
woman who knows how precarious health can be. At five, 1 was diagnosed with leukemia, and although 1 have been in remission for over twenty

years, the fact that someone can deny me coverage because of that history when I didn’t even understand that insurance was an institution, could
hinder me from being covered. ‘

Another section of this bill that  find hypocritical is the continuing crusade on women’s health. As a young woman, I like to think that maybe
someday 1 will have a family, and [ would like for the child to be brought into the world healthy. The fact that the Graham-Cassidy bill would decide
to allow states to decide whether or not maternity care is an essential health benefit, is insulting to me because how can a party claim to be pro-life

and not want to see a child brought into the world absolutely healthy.

Please, do not support this bill. We can do better! Please return to regular order, and let a bipartisan commission work out a solution.
Sincerely,

Lauren Busser
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Daniel Clausse

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:26 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Cassidy-Graham Bill

| am a retiree from the federal government. | consider myself fortunate that the combination of Medicare, the
continuation of my FEHB election, and the inclusion of further coverage from the ACA (although | don't use the
marketplace, per se), essentially provides what universal healthcare/single payer would provide for
everyone....almost all of my healthcare is covered...at a reasonable cost. It is my opinion that this latest
configuration of 'repeal and replace' is a grandstand effort that, at the very least, has nothing to do with 'replace’,
but, instead 'repeal' with 50 votes and no promises about what follows.

In my work career, as open season rolled around, | often thought how the combined negotiating power of the federal
workforce had come very close to providing the kind of healthcare that the rest of the country could use as well. It
has been suggested that the healthcare that senators and congressman have would work for the rest of the
country.

After enrolling for Medicare, it was a pleasant surprise to see that my secondary federal insurance essentially would
pick up the bill for things like copays, the deductibles, and drug costs. | still spend a great deal of time every year
reviewing both Medicare and my secondary insurance in open seasons. Truthfully, | am dreading open seasons this
year, because of the disruption and potential confusion that the repeated 'repeal and replace' efforts have caused.

| have had current federal insurance carrier (NALC or National Association of Letter Carriers) for years. Just
yesterday, they released an article on their website telling their members that they are 'encouraged to tell their
senators to oppose' the Cassidy-Graham Bill. They list 4 reasons why:

" 1.The bill would take insurance away from millions of Americans, making premiums rise nationwide to recoup the
cost of providing uncompensated health care (FEHBP, too).

2.The bill would waive insurance regulations, allowing health exchanges to collapse, weakening protections for
those with pre-existing conditions and exposing FEHBP to similar disastrous consequences in the near future.
3.Corporations and the wealthy would get tax breaks through federal funds meant to pay for the ACA.

4.The “employer mandate,” requiring USPS to provide health care for city carrier assistants (CCAs) and others,
would be repealed. Although CCA coverage would still be guaranteed by our National Agreement with the Postal
Service, without the mandate, USPS might try to drop CCA coverage in future rounds of bargaining."

[, personally, want a federally regulated universal/single payer healthcare that is delineated as a human right. | am
in opposition to healthcare developed and run by special interest; whether that is insurance companies,
pharmaceutical companies, or states aligned with the current political ideologies. Study of costs indicate that a well
run universal healthcare does and would actually cost less than the current insurance market models.

The ACA is ponderous and, as we all know by now, over 2000 pages in volume. However, there is a reason the
ACA is 2000+ pages. Our current health insurance system is complex and in need of an objective

review. To drop the ACA at this point and replace it with an mere outline of horrendous ideas is foolish, unethical,
costly; and, obviously, a political ploy on the part of the senators sponsoring it. | sincerely hope that reasonable
minds will prevail. Please look at all the costs associated with this, including wasted time and effort, and ultimately
the human costs. - :
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Doug Brockway

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:32 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

What's the MATTER with you people?

Enabling and driving the denial of pre-existing conditions coverage, the bald refusal to support almost anything poor
people and mothers need, the blatant attempt to bribe Sen. Murkowski...

What IS the MATTER with you people!

Doug Brockway
Westerly, RI

Sent from my iPhon—
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: John Pollock ,

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please

Vote to NOT repeal Obamacare. It will destroy our nation!!

el
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: connie evans (IR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: G-C bitl

Due to a pre-existing condition, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am retired and rely heavily on quality,
affordable healthcare. I have always taken excellent care of my health, however, cancer affects everyone, no
matter how well you work on good health.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Connie Evans

Weare, NH
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,Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Susan Kelley

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:32 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Repeal Bill

To the Senate Finance Committee:

I strongly object to the Graham-Cassidy bill, not only because it will hurt states like West Virginia, where many
of its citizens depend upon Medicaid and Medicare to survive, but also because the bill itself i is an immoral,
shameful act of aggression against the citizens of the United States of America.

Watching Republicans to work so hard to punish their fellow Americans is a disgusting experience. They
condone treason, they condone denial of facts, they condone financial irresponsibility, and they condone the
psychological and physical torture of their fellow Americans who now live moment to moment, wondering if
Republican success will result in personal bankruptcy.

This bill is a slap in the face of every American citizen. It should not be brought to a vote. If it is brought to a
vote, the voice of the people and of medical professionals should outweigh political considerations. Not one

medical professional group supports this bill. When the experts universally condemn a bill, the House and
Senate should listen.

Sincerely,
Susan M. Kelley

Fairmont, WV 26554
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ay witler (-

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:27.PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy Graham Bill Sucks!!!!

This bill will hurt millions of Americans by taking away their health care.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Flnance)

From: Carrie Lester

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:32 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market..

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mrs. Carrie Lester

Madison, WI153704
L
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

- I
From: ~ Shufro, Cathy
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Improve the ACA, don't eliminate it

We need health insurance for everyone. Strengthen the ACA , don’t repeal it and hand over money to states
who have NO PLAN for how to use it, no matter how well-intentioned they might be. A huge change rdequires
planning. By perpetuating uncertainty, you make it difficult for Americans to run small businesses or to start
new ones. Don’t Republicans value small businesses? Actions speak louder than words.
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ~ Jeannie Ward *
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:31 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: I strongly oppose Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill

I and my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. When | was a
very healthy 20-something-year-old woman | was turned down for group health insurance because of a puny pre-
existing condition no doctor has ever thought would cause real problems for me. | was working full time but with no
benefits. | was very lucky | was never in an accident or had any serious iliness causing me great financial trouble as well
as lasting physical problems. 1am also very lucky to have received insurance later through an employer and now my
husband's insurance through his (now former) employer.

My husband decided last year to go into business for himself. The ACA is part of what made this decision possible for
him. Now we are worried about what will happen when we have to purchase our own insurance on the open market
next year. At this point both | and my husband have pre-existing conditions. 1 have two children, both of whom would
likely be considered to have pre-existing conditions. 1 have hope they can get the coverage they deserve in the future
without the worry they could go bankrupt if a health issue arises, or ever have to choose between paying for medical
care and other necessities. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Jeannie Ward
Charlotte, NC

Sent from my iPad

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: sally Cooper G NEIINNNND

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with a pre-existing
condition, is that I am pre diabetic.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sally Cooper
~Emerald Hills, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: JHB

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: STOP the Graham-Cassidy Bill

Every American supports practical improvements to our healthcare system, but the Graham-Cassidy Bill is not
by any measure an improvement. It only retracts an imperfect system (The Affordable Care Act) to return one
previous upon which the ACA certainly improved. The Graham-Cassidy Bill only serves to return to an era
when healthcare corporations reaped endless profit and gave little in return. No actual Americans want this; no
Medicaid directors want this; no doctors organizations want this; no one wants this except for the Republican-
led Congress and the corporations that lobby them endlessly.

It seems rather clear that the bill is meant to profit the few over many more than 360 million Americans. The
only people who can actuate any of these changes is Congress. That means Congress is solely responsible for
this terrible act, besides the obvious fact that they proposed it. People cannot afford these cost increases and
reductions in healthcare. Some have projected $50k more after a heart attack under the GCB. That is too much
for the average American to afford and it's only the cost ABOVE the current. If one can scrounge the money,
they will suffer still afterwards of poverty. Many will die because they cannot afford healthcare for themselves
or family.

America will hold accountable every single official that supports the Graham-Cassidy Bill or any legislation
that results in the death and poverty of citizens by way of willful negligence.

Do NOT allow Graham-Cassidy to pass. We do not want to pay MORE for LESS healthcare.

Jacob Hopkins
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hao

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:31 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy would be devastating to Americans

To Whom It May Concern -

While | have been extremely fortunate to have healthcare via my employer, MANY of my friends'do not. One
of my closest friends has recently been diagnosed w/ MS. While the diagnosis is terrible and stressful enough,
it is even more stressful that he may lose his health coverage if Graham-Cassidy passes. He is currently has
coverage through the ACA.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you,
Hao Le
San Jose, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Beth Kerschen

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5.28 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

To whom it may concern,

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Nothing | have
heard really helps the American people. | am self-employeed and my income varies greatly. In America, it is
VERY challenging to be self-employeed. The current state of the ACA is literally saving me at the moment
from really high cost of insurance and potentially needing to close down my business. The ACA absolutely
needs improvement, but this rushed and forced legislation is not listening the US Citizens. | would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Beth Kerschen

Portland, Oregon
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Catherine—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing

Title Of Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date of the Hearing: September 25, 2017

Full Name (of individual or organization): Catherine A. Smith
Addresszhsmughton, WI 53589

I'm a middle-class professional, a university professot, still working full-time and more, and was diagnosed with a
rare and incurable cancer called a neuroendoctine tumor about a year and a half ago. This is sometimes called
“cancer in slow motion” because while it’s not curable, and is treatable only by surgery, it is slow, and the symptoms
I experience are manageable at the moment through a monthly injection. One monthly injection costs, according to
my hospital bills, almost 2 months of my annual salary before taxes.

I am the only health insurance cartier in my family of three. As a 58-year-old with cancer, my only access to
healthcare coverage if I am.not employed consists of Medicare. '

T am, as a 58-year-old with an incurable cancer, my family’s safety net.

It is my fervent desire that in this very divided country we reach some kind of bipartisan accord that allows the
ACA to be fixed. '
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Corinna Loeckenhoff

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: comments on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Title Of Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date of the Hearing: September 25, 2017

Full Name (of i‘ndividual or organization): Corinna Loeckenhoff

 Address: QUG 'thaca. NY 14850

To the members of the Finance Committee:

As an expert on medical decision making at Cornell University and Weill Cornell Medical college and
the mother of a child with a pre-existing condition (asthma) | urge you to STRONGLY OPPOSE the
Graham-Cassidy Bill which would cut key Medicaid benefits (including nursing home benefits for older
adults), leave millions uninsured, and gamble the fate of individuals with pre-existing conditions on
. political decisions at the state level. Affordable access to health insurance will allow all Americans to
live up to their potential and fully contribute to society. America deserves so much better than this
poorly conceived, last minute effort born out of spite rather than true insight into the complex problem
of providing proper healthcare for all.

Sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Corinna E. Loeckenhoff
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shalanna Clark

Sent: Saturday, Septembér 23,2017 5:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: , NO GRAHAM CASSIDY

NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY
NO GRAHAM CASSIDY

NO GRAHAM CASiiDY
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mahi Palanisami i RNy
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: tblei@cohealthinitiative.org

Subject: Please say NO to Graham-Cassidy proposal

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am tired. While I work during the day I receive phone calls and emails from colleagues who are loving
caretakers of disabled family members. I hear from colleagues who are breast cancer survivors. They are in a
state of panic or have a calm resolve; they or their loved ones will die if this proposal goes forward.

I don't understand why you want your fellow people to suffer and die. I am emotionally exhausted from this

attack my government has placed on us.
Please say no to this proposal. Please move forward constructively, and not at the cost of the American people.

] write to say that instead of continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength
and stability of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward
a proposal that will:

« Eliminate the financial assistance that helps over 100,000 Coloradans purchase health care coverage;

o End expanded Medicaid coverage that 450,000 Coloradans rely on;

o Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for hundreds of
thousands of low-income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs

and risks to states;
« Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to

address the current crisis of drug overdose deaths
« Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions and do away with essential

health benefits that provide robust coverage;
« Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the
majority of Congress have already rejected.
Sincerely,
Mabhi Palanisami

Northglenn, CO 80233
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Evelyn Haaheim

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:27 PM
To: gchcomments :

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Everyone I know needs quality, affordable healthcare. We all wish we had healthcare plans like the Senate members
do. .

1 oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. If that bill is passed and pre-existing conditions are denied coverage, my family and
many others all over the US would be in danger of bankruptcy. In many cases, we would have to choose between

bankruptcy and death. Please don't let this happen on your watch. History will observe your choices, as will the US
public, myself included.

The ACA, though flawed, stands in the coverage gap for many Americans. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. I know there is room for improvement, but improvement means betterment,
not making something worse - or turning it into the opposite of what it was intended to be.

Sincerely, Evelyn Haaheim

Lawrence, KS 66046

Evelyn Haaheim
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) —

From: nancywriteon

Sent: . - Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:27 PM

To: gchcomments '

Subject: Please save Obamacare and don't allow Graham/Cassidy to go through

Attachments: no.bill jpg )

1 beg you to please help us. It's terrifying to think this awful bill still might pass. Millions of people will lose their healthcare, the most
vulnerable among us will lose Medicaid, premiums will skyrocket, and pre-existing conditions will no longer be covered - just to
name a few of the awful things that will happen. We need a bipartisan, thoughtful way to improve the flaws in Obamacare, not to
destroy lives.

I'm attaching a copy of a letter from people much more knowledgeable than I am to explain why. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Nancy Rechtman
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathy Kimura —

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:29 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Hurt, Nikki (Markey); Pearson, Beth (Warren)
Subject: opposing Graham-Cassidy to replace ACA

As a citizen who cares deeply about the ability of people to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state
has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we
have worked hard to achieve over the years.

By overturning protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits,
this bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable. Rather than stripping health
care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward stabilizing the
insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Regards,

Kathy and Alan Kimura
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Celeste Hampton

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Healthcare

Dear Senate Finance Committee:

My husband and I have been put $20,000.00 out of joint because of Obamacare.
We were almost bankrupt because both years after paying our monthly payment, our stipends were completely -
taken away forcing us to take loans out to pay for what the feds claim was our fair share. -

We are happy Obamacare is going to be repealed, as it was never affordable for us. You like it so much, why
don't you have that to ensure your family? If you are not willing to use it for you and your family, do not force
it on the American people.

Celeste Hampton

West Milford, NJ 07480
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Wright, Kevin (Finance).

From: Ellen Kamerling —

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on the Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill

Like millions of others senior citizens, | am a concerned senior citizen who will be greatly effected by the
passage of this bill. | stand with all the honest health professionals who attest to the fact that the Grahman
Cassidy Healthcare bill "is not a win for the American people"! | strongly urge Congress to put politics aside
and work together to build bipartisan cooperation to REVISE the Affordable Care rather than push through the
latest version of "REPEAL and REPLACE" that has become a motto without meaning or benefits for real people.
Please listen to comedian Jimmy Kimmel's warning that this bill is a dishonest joke on the American people
who will be hurt rather than helped by its passage. Pushing this bill through without a time for debate or a
score to let people the cost and impact is reprehensible! '

Ellen Kamerling
Sedona, AZ
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ken schwer

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: graham-cassidy bill

To Whom It MAy Concern:

I am writing to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My family and I rely on quality, affordable

healthcare. Without it, we would be financially ruined, and I'd probably not be alive. The pre-existing
condition provision is of particular importance to us as well. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Ken Schwer .

San Francisco, CA

Thdugh we may not know it, we are all dancing to an inner rhusic’.:
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Scruggs

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:25 PM
To: -gchcomments '

Subject: ‘ Keep ACA as is or make it better - no repeal

Honestly, each plan has been more Dickensian than the last. :

Single payer is the wave of the future and the sooner the sehate gets to work on national affordable health care
for all, the happier we’ll all be. We are the only industrialized nation who doesn’t have national health care. If
we want to continue to think of ourselves of the leaders of the world, we need to actually lead.

Please do not vote for this oppressive bill.

Richard Scruggs
Chicago, Illinois
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeremy Leff

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:26 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health insurance

Dear Senators,

Please vote NO on the upcoming health care legislation (Graham-Cassidy bill).

Health care should be a right, as it is in many countries, including our nearest neighbor, Canada.

Growing up, my brother and | had asthma (as millions do), and without insurance, our hospital visits would have
bankrupted my parents. Without guaranteed coverage of pre-existing conditions, millions of children with asthma—and
their parents—will suffer.

Five years ago, | shattered my elbow playing softball several years ago (seriously, | broke it sliding into first base!), and |
required two 7-hour surgeries to and two hospital stays, not to mention countless hours of supervised rehab. Without
my expensive insurance plan, | would have easily been bankrupted by the event, and might have lost my house. | can’t
even imagine that, on top of the extremely painful injury from which | was already recovering.

Health insurance has helped millions like me. Please ensure that people are able to be insured.

Please vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Leff
Portland, Oregon
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Phil

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: : Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Philip Wade
Buffalo, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Gretchen Morgan
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:42 AM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing

I am deeply opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill. It has not been properly evaluated. We really don’t know how many
people will lose insurance because of it. And why should ANYONE lose insurance. There needs to be improvements to
ACA, but it does not need to and should not be repealed. | worry most about my friends with pre-existing

conditions. They could die soon without insurance. Without the rules of ACA, there is a high probability the insurance
companies will up their premiums to such a high rate that it would be impossible for them to have insurance, and they
would not be able to afford their life-saving treatments. | have friends in this category and before ACA, they would have
literally died because they would not have been able to afford insurance or their treatments at all. :

Please do not put so many people in jeopardy! IMPROVE ACA by working across the aisle! That is what Congress is
supposed to do. We all know there are problems with ACA, but don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater. Work
together! : : '

Sincerely,
Gretchen Morgan,
Sacramento, CA 95864



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Ramse

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:23 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Statement Submitted by Richard Ramsey

Senate Committee on Finance

Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal
September 25, 2017

The Graham-Cassidy proposal, which the Senate is expected to vote on next week, is unacceptable for people
living chronic conditions that require complex and demanding care regimen, and need access to high-quality,
specialized care. I urge all U.S. Senators to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill because it would roll back
protections for people with chronic conditions and jeopardize their access to affordable, adequate health care
coverage.

The Grahém-Cassidy bill fails to protect those who need coverage the most and is absolutely unacceptable
because it would:

a. Remove full pre-existing condition protections by allowing insurers to set premiums based on an individuals’
health status. This may put insurance coverage financially out of reach for some people and prevent them from
accessing critical health care.

b. Eliminate Medicaid expansion and drastically cut funding for the program by instituting a per capita cap or a
state block grant system, putting coverage of new and innovative treatments at risk. Medicaid provides a critical
source of health care coverage. We must preserve this safety net by retaining expanded eligibility and ensuring
adequate funding for Medicaid.

¢. Remove protections against annual and lifetime coverage caps, including for the millions of Americans with
employer-sponsored insurance, by making it easier for states to amend Essential Health Benefits standards.

d. Allow states to waive Essential Health Benefits. Eliminating the guarantee of essential health benefit
coverage for individual insurance plans would segment the market into plans for sick people and plans for
healthy people. This would likely drive up the cost of plans needed by people with chronic conditions which
provide more robust benefits. .

While the Senate has considered several similar bills this year, Graham-Cassidy is the worst for people with
preexisting conditions like CF, cancer, asthma, diabetes, or arthritis. Our health care system is far from perfect,
but I refuse to believe any changes must come at the expense of the people who rely most on adequate,
affordable health insurance.

I urge all US Senators to please keep families who would be negatively impacted by this legislation in mind as
you consider this bill.

Sincerely,
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Wriﬂ ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Tani

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:42 AM

To: gchcomments .
Subject: Comment in opposition to Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill

Déar Senate Finance Committee,

This message is to urge you to reject the Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill. Although the public awaits a full assessment of the bill's impact, it
seems clear that it would cause tens of millions of people to lose their health coverage, while also severely damaging Medicaid and
harming vulnerable members of our communities. | am particularly concerned by the concerted opposition to the bill from state
Medicaid directors. The fact that this group unanimously opposes the bill signals that it is not the right fix for the problems with our
healthcare system. '

- Sincerely,
Karen Tani
Kensington, California



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ~ Vik Verma <RSPy
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:41 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on the Affordable Care Act

My ACA Story -- by Vik Verma

Much of the year 2017 has been consumed with topic of healthcare. In particular, the repeal of Affordable Care Act
has been a hot topic. It is often discussed in ideological terms without consideration to the lives affected. It has
become a partisan game where the political winners and losers appear to take precedence over the people directly
affected by the Affordable Care Act and healthcare in general.

The Affordable Care Act is not hypothetical for me. | broke my hip and ankle in a serious car accident on February
20, 2017. | was first taken to Christus Good Shepherd Medical Center here in Longview, Texas. They were unable
to perform the specific surgery required on my hip, so | was then transferred to East Texas Medical Center in Tyler,
Texas. | had other health issues related to the accident, including respiratory distress syndrome, which required me
to be on a ventilator for several days, a blood clot, and sepsis, It was a touch and go situation with respect to my
survival. | spent 2 weeks at East Texas Medical Center in Tyler and then 2 weeks at Christus Trinity Mother
Frances Rehabilitation Hospital. Since my discharge, | underwent additional, extensive physical therapy at the Good
Shepherd Institute of Healthy Living here in Longview, which | completed in July 2017. 1 am much better than | was
on February 20, 2017, though | am still not fully recovered, and | am grateful to all my dedicated medical providers.

The total amount of my medical bills is $450,000. My out of pocket for my ACA exchange plan is $3500. Needless
to say, | am very grateful for the security that the ACA has provided me. '

The ACA has allowed me to have the recovery and treatment that | need. It has given me peace of mind that |
wouldn't have otherwise. | am eternally grateful to have this insurance, which has aided me considerably in my
recovery.

And millions of others are grateful for their coverage. For many, it has literally been the difference between life and
death. It certainly was in my case.

There are those who look at the people who may lose their insurance as a number. Well, there are names and faces
behind those numbers. There are families behind those numbers. There is a moral compass behind those numbers.
For me, one person losing his or her insurance is one too many.

My story is not the only one. | know many who have seen the benefits of the ACA. | am proud to have worked to get
the ACA passed in the first place. Back in 2010, | had insurance before the ACA so it didn't have as direct an impact
on me at that time. Today, it does. | worked on the ACA because | felt that it was important for all Americans to have

health coverage. We have made significant progress in the right direction on that front. And | have no intention of
going backwards.

Thank you

Vik Verma



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy strono CHEEEND

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:19 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy hearing

An incomplete list of those who object to this bill are below:

American Medical Association
American Lung Association
American Heart Asssociation
Children's Hospital Association
ALS Association

American College of Physicians
Academy of Pediatricians
Arthritis Foundation

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
American Psychiatric Association
American Hospital Association
Nurses Association

National Health Council
Multiple Sclerosis Society
American Cancer Society
March of Dimes

Blue Cross Blue Shield

AARP

The bill is also opposed by all 50 state Medicaid directors, from both Republican &
Democratic states, as well as dozens of governors, including many GOP governors,
my own: Charlie Baker, who is well-known as a political healthcare expert due to hi
the healthcare industry prior to running for office. Even some of your colleagues, sut
Chuck Grassley, have admitted that the bill is deeply flawed and should otherwise nt
(except for an intellectually dishonest attempt to fulfill a campaign promise).

Receht poIIihg has shown this bill to be historically unpopular. PPP found that just 2¢
Americans approve of G-C, and 68% want Congress to wait for a CBO score before

| also take particular issue with the assertion that C-G is the only solution, when as r
as this week there was found a bipartisan proposal introduced by GOP Senator Sus
to try and shore up ACA markets (source below). There have also been other biparti
efforts to try and find real fixes to the flaws in the ACA, one of which was recently sc
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Hello Senators of the Finance Committee,

| remain a very lucky man, as | have the privilege to work in a very lucrative and in-d
field, and this has allowed me to maintain very excellent private health insurance for
my professional life. However, many members of my family and friends are not quite
they are all very hard working people (some, | can-attest, even excessively so), but
unfortunately, in less lucrative professions that do not offer the same financial and in
benefits that | receive from the technology industry.

Without assistance, these members of my family and friends, and millions of people
them, would simply have no choice but to forgo health insurance, and would be sper
lives in a subtle and continuous state of fear over the risks of an unforeseen acciden
medical crisis. And during such times of ongoing fear, all people are forced to becon
than they could otherwise be, as individuals, as professionals, as consumers, and a:
Those in such a state of constant fear will guard their money and their resources mc
closely, and will make professional and personal decisions that center around financ
healthcare, rather than what is truly the most appropriate decision.

Societies (and economies) thrive when people are secure. It makes them happier, ¢
an economical perspective) it makes them dependable consumers and societal cont

Even the most ardent supporter of the ACA will usually admit (if they have any sense
ACA has flaws and will require many fixes. But Cassidy-Graham is simply not an ap
fix. It does nothing to improve healthcare conditions for the average American. It will
many billions of appropriated funds that would otherwise help subsidize the great co
insurance for the most vulnerable members of our society (and, rather more insidiou
does so in a punitive fashion against states who did right by their constituents and o
expand Medicaid when the ACA was first enacted), it removes guaranteed protectior
those with pre-existing conditions (using weasel words about state-granted protectio
without any tool of enforcement or oversight), and is likely to spike premiums and lo
coverage options for even those with private, employer-paid health insurance (like rv
Many independent, non-partisan studies have already confirmed this, including Aval
non-partisan healthcare think tank, who has estimated that Cassidy-Graham will enc
cutting Medicaid by $713 billion through 2026, and over $1 trillion through 2036, eve
grants are renewed (source provided below).

http://avalere.com/expertise/

The flaws in Cassidy-Graham have been found to be severe enough to warrant the :
and nearly unanimous objections of nearly everyone in the healthcare profession, frc
insurers to doctors to hospitals to advocacy groups.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) _

From: Rabia Khan

Sent: ' Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:40 AM
To: gchcomments )

Subject: NO to Graham-Cassidy

Hello,

My family members are beneficiaries of Medicare and Medicaid and will be negati\}ely affected by Graham-
Cassidy. | urge you to vote NO on Graham-Cassidy and to please work on a bi-partisan solution to reform
health care. . :

Thank you,
Rabia Khan

Get Outlook for Android




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mani Varadarajan
Sent: ~ Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:40 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

Mani Varadarajan
Palo Alto, CA

sent from my Android
pardon typos and brevity -



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Peters~

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Submit public testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing.

Dear Senators and Representatives,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare.

Currently, | am very concerned about the future of healthcare
services and insurance affordability |

in the United States and therefore, | oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill.

Personally, we have seen insurance costs sky rocket and
insurance needs to be available for anyone with a pre-existing
condition.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve
the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Karen Peters

Bethlehem, PA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Morgan Martin

Sent:. Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:40 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of creating a Medicare-for-all system.

Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid
and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Morgan Martin
Prairie Village, KS



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

cherie whyers

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:23 PM

gchcomments; hunter@senatedem.state.il.us; hendon@senatedem.state.il.us;
john@senatorcullerton.com; john_damico@sbcglobal.net; viv6215@milinet.net;
dburke®ilga.gov; mmadigan@ilga.gov; senator_meeks@ameritech.net;
Collins@senatedem state.il.us; crotty@senatedem.state.il.us; ilsenate20@aol.com;
carole@pankau.org; senator@kdillard.com; chrislauzen@lauzen.com; illsen26@aol.com;
johnjmillner@aol.com; ilsenate29@sbcglobal.net; senator@link30.org;
info@senatoralthoff.com; info@senatorbrad.com; harmon@senatedem.state.il.us;
senator@debbiehalvorson.com; cradogno@aol.com; billbrady@senatorbillbrady.com;
randy@rhultgren.com; senator_bomke@yahoo.com; Watson@gvc.net;
jojones@mvn.net; haine@senatedem.state.il.us; clayborne@senatedem.state.il.us;
sendavel@midwest.net; forby@senatedem state.il.us

OPPOSE Graham-Cassidy Bill - I am BEGGING YOU!!!

Members of my family and many others will be immensely hurt if this horrific bill were to pass!

Please! I beg you not to pass it.

Sincerely,
Cheryl Whyers
Evanston, IL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ron Wurtz

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:40 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Comments

Graham-Cassidy must fail.

Removing insurance protections from people with pre-existing conditions will not only help kil ACA, it
will help kill people. Federal protections for pre-existing conditions is morally advanced, and the
justifications for removing protections are morally degenerate.

Cast yourself, as a representative of the American people committed to life and the pursuit of
happiness, as an agent of health care. Why would you remove protections from people whose very
lives depend on you? From what I've read, not one entity involved in the medical field is in favor of
this law.

Recently, | was pretty darn sick for more than a year, and the doctors and nurses and my health
maintenance organization valued my life and brought me back to health, and they would do it again.
They would do it for anyone: your constituents, your kin, you. If you retain the ACA provisions for
protecting pre-existing conditions, you would stand with those who value life. If not, you stand with the
kind of person who might be described this way: "Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of
these, ye did it not to me."

Reject this immoral law.

Ron Wurtz

Oakland CA



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

T
From: Kuhn, Nicholas J!
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Cc: Nick Kuhn
Subject: ) thoughts on the health care bill

Dear Senators,

| am a writing as a private citizen regarding the Graham-Cassidy-et-al health bill being discussed by Congress at the
moment.

From independent and multiple sources that | have read, implementing this bill will cause many millions of pedple to
lose health care coverage in just a few years. | know the political party in power has campaigned hard against the ACA,
but the fact is that the ACA made a good faith first attempt to deal with a number of huge problems in the American
health care system.

In particular, it was crafted to get insurance to many of the too many Americans without health insurance previously,
and on this score it has really changed many lives for the better. Related to this, it also proposed protecting people with
pre-existing conditions, which seem particularly important in the modern US, where people tend to move from job to
job more often than previous generations. (A lesser issue, but also one that has worked well for many people, has been
allowing young adults to stay on parents health plans through their mid 20’s. This my own daughter, trying to find her
way as she makes a living in Chicago, has been able to take advantage of.)

On all of these issues, the bill being discussed right now is a big step backwards. These are real peoples live that will be
horribly effected by this. |urge you to not pass a thoughtlessly put together bill like the one in hand. Especially not
quickly, solely for political expediency.

Yours,

Or. Nicholas J. Kuhn
Charlottesville, VA 22901
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: - Zee K ”
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:40 AM

To: ' gchcomments
Subject: ' NO on Graham-Cassidy
Hello,

I have family members who are beneficiaries of Medicaid services and will be negatively affected by Graham-
Cassidy. I urge you to vote NO on Graham-Cassidy and to please work on a bi-partisan solution to reform
health care.

Thank you,
Zeeshan Khan



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ellen Datlow —> on behalf of Ellen Datlow
<datlow@datlow.com>

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:39 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Ellen Datlow
New York, NY

Ellen Datlow

=
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Moore
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:24 PM
To: gchcomments

-Opy of what I sent

Dear Committee Members:

This is the time to illustrate to Americans that you are true to your oath to protect the interests of everyday Americans.
Cowering to the interest of the incredibly wealthy will destroy the lives millions of honest, hard working Americans who
REALLY love their country n fellow Americans. We ALL know how CEOs of insurance companies are benefiting from the
erosion of benefits to the insured and this began long before the adoption of The ACA! We know hospitals are closing
because poorly insured in rural areas don't have adequate insurance to meet the costs of operation. And we know many
are not aware of the suffering they themselves will endure without affordable, comprehensive healthcare. It is your
responsibility to protect them and not political interests.

Please address the issue of overpriced medicines n procedures that benefit only a few. Please address the greed that is
destroying our country. Every industrialized nation offers benefits to its citizens. How can we call ourselves the greatest

land of opportunity when we throw millions off healthcare to line the pockets of the wealthy without being hypocritical?
There are many issues to address: waste, fraud and GREED.

| pray your conscious, knowledge and love of our country will guide you in an honest effort to provide low cost n
effective health care for Americans.

Sincerely,

Angela Moore
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Iscoe IR

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:36 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments on health care from a former EMT

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

My name is David Iscoe, and in 2009 and 2010, I served as an EMT with a private ambulance company called
SeniorCare in New York City. A lot of people don't know what private ambulances do — it's one of many cogs
in our complex medical system. New York is a city with over 60 hospitals between the five boroughs, and
hundreds if not thousands of care facilities. When people need to go from a care facility to their home or a
hospital, or need medical care on the way, the place contracts with a private ambulance company to take them
there. We also handle medical emergencies for our clients - particularly when their preferred team of doctors is
at a hospital that's not the closest to their home or their care facility. 9-1-1 would always take them to the
nearest hospital in an emergency, but SeniorCare would take them where they needed to go.

Our company prided itself on customer service - for patients who have frequent health care needs, how you get
treated by your caregivers is nearly as important as the care you receive. On the way to and from treatment,
we'd talk to patients and their families, and often we'd visit someone's home to take them to or return them from
care. We got to see healthcare from a perspective beyond just treatment - we saw how it fit into their personal
and family life. A lot of our patients were on Medicare; some were on Medicaid; very few were on private
insurance, because at that time in New York, before the ACA, it was very hard to afford private insurance with
a chronic condition, - :

Most of you don't represent New York, but I'll bet many of your constituents have relatives here, and even if
they don't, they'd empathize with many of the New Yorkers I cared for. My patients included veterans,
fishermen, crane operators, Metro drivers, teachers, people with special needs who had never been able to work
but had hard-working families. Yes, I took care of a few of the big city lawyers you hear about and one time a
(not famous) movie producer, but for the most part my patients were from working-class families that shared

the same values as any of your constituents: trying to get a better life for themselves and lift the next generation
higher. Many of them have been through more than most of us ever will. One was an officer shot in the line of ‘
duty. A few were Holocaust survivors. '

Most of our patients at SeniorCare, the people who deal with health care as part of their daily reality, don't care
who gets a political "victory" or bragging rights or whether, abstractly, you prefer libertarianism or social
democracy, or whether Bill Cassidy can establish himself as a rising star. Most of them have too much to do
day-to-day to follow insider politics very closely, and as someone who does follow it, I don't blame them. I'd
probably be better off myself if I didn't.

But if Graham-Cassidy passes, and takes billions of Medicaid dollars away from New York State, they'll know
when their care becomes harder to afford or even gets cut. They'll know when some hospitals have to close
down from lack of funding. None of the political insider goals or inside baseball will matter when that happens.
Lindsey Graham (and Paul Ryan) said this bill is the "last, best chance to repeal ObamaCare." But the American
Medical Association, American Hospital Association, America's Health Insurance Plans, and National
Association of Medicaid Directors all oppose it, and I could go on. When the people who would implement
health care tell you not to do your health care plan, it's no kind of "best chance." It's just something you
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shouldn't do. Would you tell a patient with a cancer that you voted against the recommendation of the American
Cancer Society? A mother who lost her child that you ignored the March of Dimes?

If you start at the patient, and then go to the people who care for them (doctors, nurses, hospitals), or the people
who administer and organize those systems (insurers, Medicaid directors) or the organizations dealing with
specific ailments (patient advocacy groups), you'd never in your life come to the conclusion that this plan was a
good idea. You'd only hear a lot of people saying "no." There's only one major doctor saying to do this plan,
and he's the one trying to sell it. I mean, technically Bill Cassidy may be a doctor, but he doesn't seem to know
the first thing about his profession: do no harm.

I'm not a health care expert, and not a health care provider any more. I'm a writer now. But I've been educating
myself for months, and by now I could talk your ear off about block grants and community rating, actuarial
value, loss ratio, and 1332 waivers (which are a way you can get your vaunted "state innovation" without
destroying Medicaid, by the way). I've also learned who all the key Senators are leading the push to destroy
health care, and many of the key names in the other chamber, too. If you vote for this bill, I'll make damn sure
as many people as possible know what was done and who did it and how they can use their political power as
Americans to replace them with people who will take their health care more seriously than a sense of victory.

I'll even learn how to speak more clearly and use fewer words to get my point across.

Thanks for the opportunity to weigh in and stand up for my former patients. It's been years since I worked as an
EMT, but it made a profound difference in my life. I hope you'll use this opportunity to stand up for patients,
too, and vote "no

Sincerely,

David Iscoe
Brooklyn, New York

PS: Why isn't this being heard in the HELP Committee? Were leaders worried that that committee might have
too many informed opinions about health care?

13



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janet Ferguson

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Senate Finance Committee Hearing on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Senate Finance Committee Hearing on Graham-Cassidy Bill
September 25, 2017

From:

Janet Feriusbn

Oak Park, IL 60302

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I write to voice our extreme oppositionlto the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-J ohr{son proposal. I am very discouraged
that instead of continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength and stability of
the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward a proposal that
will:

Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care coverage;
End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for millions of low-
income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs and risks to states;
Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to address the
current crisis of drug overdose deaths

Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the majority
of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security of millions of
Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families, people living with disabilities, veterans
and people with preexisting conditions. It does nothing to improve affordability or availability of coverage for
consumers and will likely result in at least 965,000 Illinoisians losing coverage by 2027 and will undermine the
financial stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal strains on our state budget. Below we’ve
laid out in more detail our concerns with this proposal and the devastating impact it will have on consumers.

Eliminates programs that serve as a lifeline for low- and moderate-income families.

This proposal takes away secure coverage from millions, and replaces it only with the possibility of inadequate
and temporary coverage. It ends the ACA’s successful Medicaid expansion, which has extended coverage to
nearly 12 million newly eligible low-income adults. It also eliminates the ACA tax credits that 10 million low-
and moderate-income people rely on to afford coverage in the individual market. Although it replaces this
funding with a block grant to states, the proposal offers no guarantee that states will provide an alternative
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affordable coverage option to former enrollees - and indeed the block grant is inadequate to pay for comparable
benefits. From 2020 through 2026, block grant funding would be at least 7% ($95 billion) below projected
spending under current law. Regardless, the block grant ends in 2027, leaving states and former enrollees with
no help whatsoever. We do not believe it is likely that Congress would reauthorize additional funds for these
programs at a later date, because the funds would no longer be in the baseline of the federal budget. Congress
would therefore have to identify and reauthorize a new funding stream — something that would be extremely
difficult, if not impossible.

Threatens care for low-income seniors, children, consumers with substance use disorders and people living with
disabilities.

This proposal also threatens the care of millions of low-income seniors, children and people living with
disabilities who relied on the Medicaid program even before enactment of the ACA. By capping and slashing
funding for the traditional Medicaid program by 12% ($1,079 billion) between 2020 and 2036, the per capita
cap will force Illinois to cut payments to health care providers and health plans, eliminate optional services, and
restrict eligibility for enrollment - all of which could restrict access to important health care services for
Medicaid enrollees.

No eligibility category would be immune to the impacts of these cuts. Since children make up almost one-half
of the-Medicaid benefi¢iaries, they cannot possibly be protected if cuts of this magnitude are enacted. Cuts to
Medicaid would also leave consumers with substance use disorders without access to the most effective
treatments for addiction and to life-saving overdose medicine. And seniors and people living with disabilities
would also face painful cuts, since Medicaid is the primary payer for long-term services and supports.
Community Based Services - the services that keep people with cognitive and physical impairments home and
in their communities - are “optional” in Medicaid. The fiscal pressure created by per capita caps will likely lead
states to cut back on these services, forcing seniors and people living with disabilities out of their homes and
into institutions for their care. And the burden will likely hit communities of color especially hard, where
Medicaid enrollment is especially high.

Pushes massive new costs onto states.

All states, including Illinois would take on new risks and costs because this proposal converts the overall
Medicaid program into a per capita cap. Under this proposal, the federal government would cap its payments to
states for most enrollees, and those caps would grow more slowly than actual Medicaid expenditures, leaving
Illinois with insufficient funding to meet its current obligations. In addition, states would be fully exposed to
any unexpected health care cost increases, such as from a natural disaster, an aging population or medical
innovations. The per capita cap alone would reduce federal Medicaid spending by 12% ($1,079 billion) by
2036.

On top of those cost shifts, the 31 states that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act will be at risk
for far deeper cuts. This proposal ends all federal matching funds for the Medicaid expansion in 2020. Some of
the funds that the federal government would have spent on Medicaid expansion get rolled into the block grant,
but the block grant doesn’t make up for Illinois' losses because the block grant is inadequate overall, the
formula favors non-expansion states (it redistributes funding from expansion to non-expansion states), and it
ends entirely in 2026, leaving states with no funding to replace the lost expansion funds.

Because federal dollars for Medicaid account for about 20% of state budgets, FitchRatings “believes substantial
Medicaid cuts would require states to make material budget adjustments over the next decade and
beyond.”1And by pulling coverage from so many, this proposal would drive up uncompensated care costs on
local communities, state budgets, safety net providers, and hospitals.
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Increases premiums and out-of-pocket costs and destabilizes the individual market.

By repealing the individual mandate and eliminating advanced premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions,
this proposal would drive up premiums and cause insurers to exit the ACA’s marketplaces. As we know from
previous CBO projections, repealing the individual mandate alone would increase the number of uninsured
individuals by 15 million and cause premiums to increase by 20 percent. Furthermore, by replacing the
financing of the ACA’s financial assistance with a block grant without any guarantee that states would direct
their temporary block grant funds toward financial assistance, this proposal puts the Illinoisians who currently
rely on financial assistance at risk for sharply higher out-of-pocket costs and coverage loss.

Beyond the impact of this proposal on individuals, insurers currently selling in the Illinois marketplace would
face extreme uncertainty. Because this proposal allows states to change the market reform rules under the ACA
and because there are no requirements or standards on how states must use the block granted money, insurers
would likely face completely unpredictable risk pools. To make up for this uncertainty, insurers would likely
impose large premium increases to protect themselves from unpredictable claims costs or choose to exit the
marketplace completely. This means that consumers who purchase coverage on the individual market would
likely have fewer coverage options, much higher premiums and no guarantee of financial assistance to shield
them from the increasing out-of-pocket costs.

Eliminates critical consumer protections.

This proposal allows states to eliminate one of the most popular and important consumer protections under the
ACA - the prohibition on charging higher premiums based on a person's health status or a preexisting condition.
This means that in states that choose to eliminate this requirement, insurers could charge individuals with even
relatively mild pre-existing conditions thousands of dollars above standard rates to obtain the same coverage as
someone without a preexisting condition. Additionally, this proposal allows states to waive the requirement that
insurers cover essential health benefits including mental health services, substance abuse treatments and
maternity care. This could lead to discrimination against segments of the population (e.g., older adults, LGBT
community) or consumers with specific chronic conditions (e.g. mental health or substance use disorders). For
example, this could return us to a time when insurers only covered short-term, minimal treatment for mental
health or substance use disorders, if they covered it at all. Before the ACA, almost half of plans in the individual
market excluded addiction treatment.

Lacks transparency and opportunity for meaningful input.

I believe that everyone should have a say in the decisions that affect their health. With only one hearing
scheduled days before a possible vote, and without a full CBO score to properly evaluate the budgetary and
coverage loss impacts, it is impossible to have an open and deliberative process that would allow for a true
evaluation of and meaningful input on the policies in this proposal that would affect millions of people and one
sixth of the US economy. I encourage a return to “regular order,” as requested by many members of the Senate
and supported by the American public, which would require the opportunity for stakeholders, including industry
experts, providers, consumers and state policymakers to weigh in.

On a personal note:

Before the ACA, I learned after a job change that we could not purchase family health insurance due to my
daughter's congenital heart defect. We do not need to go back to those times.

Today the daughter of a close friend is being treated for breast cancer. She and her husband are self-employed
and insured through the ACA. Their 12 year old daughter wishes to continue to have a mother. We would all
prefer that the choice to survive does not require bankruptcy.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Sandiford

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:30 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill--"Health Care"

This bill is being put on a fast track for purely, self-serving political reasons and has not been properly debated nor followed the
Regular Order. It will has disastrous results for millions of Americans --those with pre-existing conditions; those who rely on
Medicaid for their heath care insurance, those who are currently able to have health insurance with the help of federal subsides & cost-
saving tax relief '

With an estimated 32 million Americans losing health insurance coverage by 2027 as a result of the enactment of this G-C bill, it
must not go forward. I urge all Senators, Republicans & Democrats, to vote NO if this bill comes to the Senate for a vote.

Thank you,

" CA Sandiiord
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Susan Wright <y

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:37 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

The Graham-Cassidy bill is opposed by roughly 65% of Americans (those who understand it), as well as every
major group with expertise in healthcare issues, including Medicaid directors in all 50 states. It would imperil
the more than 60% of seniors in nursing facilities who depend on Medicaid, and the more than 50% of births in
this country dependent upon Medicaid.

My healthy 3-year-old granddaughter was safely born by emergency C-section, and my daughter with
_preeclampsia, Factor V, and gestational diabetes, came through a challenging pregnancy and delivery, thanks to
Medicaid.

It is unconscionable and un-American to upend a sixth of our economy, not to mention jeopardizing millions of
lives by leaving people to die without insurance, when we have no CBO score and have had no open, bipartisan

debate on the bill.
Susan K Wright

Bridgeville PA 15017
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lena Nilsson

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: The Affordable Care Act allows me to run my own computer consulting business

To whom it may concern:

For me personally, the Affordable Care Act has given me the peace of mind to run my own small computer
consulting business, without needing to worry about whether I will be able to renew my health insurance
coverage each year. With the ACA, I know that I will be able to buy health insurance that covers any
procedures, surgeries or drugs I may need, and that isn't capped at a certain dollar amount, either annually or
over my lifetime.

Thankfully I have so far been in good health, but an illness, or even just an abnormal test result, that becomes a
"preexisting condition" can strike anyone at any time. The ACA is very clear that I can't be denied insurance or
charged higher premiums if that were to happen to me, and it also defines affordability as a percentage of a
person's income. The Cassidy-Graham bill only says that states must explain "how the state intends to maintain
adequate and affordable health insurance coverage for individuals with preexisting conditions", but doesn't say
what is considered "adequate" or "affordable". I would much rather know, in specific numbers, up front, instead
of hoping that my state (Michigan) will uphold protections on par with the ACA, even with the reduced funding
it will receive under Cassidy-Graham.

Another scary aspect of medically underwritten policies is that they often allow insurers to cancel a person's
coverage if they can find a mistake on their application. Several years ago I worked for an employer who
wanted to switch their health insurance benefits to medically underwritten insurance. The application required
of each employee requested a detailed explanation of every visit to a health care provider that the employee had
made during the past five years. Luckily I was able to get help from my primary care physician to make sure I
didn't miss anything, but it was very time-consuming work and I can see how easy it would be to miss some
detail. Worse, most likely it would be a large claim that would trigger an audit, leaving the person to fight the
insurance company's attempt to cancel their policy just when they are severely injured or ill, and least able to
fight back. Also, with their insurance coverage in doubt, health care providers may refuse to treat the patient
until the insurance situation is resolved. With the Affordable Care Act, there is no medically underwritten health
insurance and this entire problem simply doesn't come up.

Please keep the Affordable Care Act and focus on bipartisan solutions to make it better for all Americans!
Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,
Lena Nilsson

Goodrich, MI 48438
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: . Business Advisory Bureau —
Sent:

Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:37 AM
To: gchcomments
-Subject: DO NOT REPEAL ACA

I am currently in treatment using MediCal please do not repeal the ACA thank you,

Baldemar Peralta
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ) me

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:36 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: What Health Care Means to ME

Health care means my life , As I lay here in
~ the. UNMC Buffet Cancer Center..

The Afordable Care act has this saved my life 3 times since 2016.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: ‘ Sue Kellogg _

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Hello

Please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy. It does not protect those of us with pre existing conditions like my daughter who
suffered from endometriosis and PCOS who was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in January. It doesn’t protect me. | have
Rheumatoid Arthritis. It wouldn’t have protected my 53 year old brother who died from a stage 4 glioblastoma but was
helped by Medicaid.

Do the right thing.
Vote NO.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Kellogg
Goodyear AZ
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Berman %
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:

To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare bill

Do Not pass this horrible bill!

Barbara Berman in Virginia
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: anita simons

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:34 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

I urge all senators to vote against this horrible bill to repeal and replace ACA. The ACA is not
perfect, but it needs adjustments to make it better not worse. Every citizen should have access
to free or lowcost healthcare NOT health INSURANCE. Medicare for All is the easiest
solution for the U.S. We are the only industrialized nation where someone can go bankrupt with
one major illness or accident. This is insanity.

VOTE NO ON graham cassndy

anita simons

92056

~Anita Simons

"You must do the things you think you cannot do.” ‘
Eleanor Roosevelt

A messiii iiiﬁi Iiliiiid and recentli deceased friend Joan Kurland
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

]
From: Jacqueline Haessly
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:34 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: VOTE TO PROTECT Affordable Care Act
Urging ALL Senators to vote to Protect the Affordable Care Act.

Urging ALL Senators to vote against the Graham-Cassidy Bill because it will destroy the lives of far too
many people, AND the lives of the people who love them.

Urging ALL Senators to spend the next 6-12 months working TOGETHER to develop a way to FIX the
Affordable Care Act so that ALL people have access to quality affordable health care from conception
to elders and everyone in between. : | '

Respectfully,

Jacqueline Haessly
Brown Deer, WI

Jacqueline Haessly
Peacemaking Associates

Brlown-Deer, w1 ol

e ——

We create what we can imagine.
Imagine Peace!

1974-Education for Global Living-2017

20



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:34 AM
To: ' gchcomments

"Subject: : Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee, .
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Moira Armstrong
Warren, Ohio

Sent from my iPhione
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_ Wriﬂht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon Powe

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:32 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

Sharon Powers
McKinleyville, CA

Get Qutlook for Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nora Saunders

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:32 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy

My son was just 18 months old when he was diagnosed with Autism. Though both my husband and | work at jobs that
provide health insurance, our son would not be progressing without the help of Early Intervention and speech, OT, PT
and ABA therapies that are funded via Medicaid. Children and adults with disabilities of all economic backgrounds rely
on Medicaid for therapies that help them to more fully participate in their communities while providing vital healthcare
to improve quality of life. Graham - Cassidy is yet another attack on the most vulnerable segments of our society while
financially rewarding those who need it least. This legislation is cruel, immoral and intentionally harmful. it must be
rejected.

Nora Saunders
Wantagh, NY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Carey
Sent: ‘ Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:32 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. We are currently
covered by a COBRA plan but once that expires we will be unable to get an affordable individual plan because three out
of four family members have pre-existing conditions.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
- Sincerely,

Mary Carey
Beaverton, Oregon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eileen Vachher—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare/Graham Cassidy Bill

I am a mom, and am fortunate to have health insurance through my employer. If I did not, I cannot imagine the
pain, the stress, the worry of not being able to take care of my child's health needs. My daughter has had
recurring ear infections and needed ear tubes. Without health insurance, the cost of the procedure would have

" been exorbitant. With insurance, I still had to pay a lot but it was within reach and I never had to worry about
whether [ could afford it.

I want that for all parents, for all kids, for all families. For all Americans. Please don't take that out of reach of
more Americans.

Eileen Vachher
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: , ~ RICHARD G KEMPSEL*
Sent: _ Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:32 A

To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy/Graham bill

I’m a Colorado naive, raised with a strong work ethic, compassion and a strong sense of right and wrong. I’ve
lost my father, brother and both of my in-laws to Cancer. Last month, my sister in law and today my 25 year old
niece were diagnosed with Cancer. My daughter and daughter in law both have debilitating Lyme disease and
my elderly mother is disabled due to acute sepsis this past Spring. None of them chose these ‘
circumstances. I’m a NICU nurse who has dedicated my life’s work toward nurturing our most at risk
population.... Babies that now have pre-existing conditions. The Cassidy-Graham healthcare bill is an insult to
the hard working diagnosed, waiting to be diagnosed, born with diagnoses and every American that will
eventually be diagnosed with something!

Repeal for the sake of pride, party affiliation or fear of humiliation is a disaster and devastation to-you, to me
and to our loved ones! We deserve better!! We demand a hold on the ACA repeal until the necessary changes
reflect the kind of people we hope to be... compassionate, mindful and yes, human. .

STAND UP AND VOTE NO.

Heather Kempsell, RN

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Perkins (NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

To whom it may concern,

| am writing in opposition to the proposed Graham-Cassidy "health-care" legislation. This will harm millions of citizens,
potentially causing care in-equality from state to state, allowing states to give leeway for insurance companies to
penalize people with pre-existing conditions either by denying them coverage or by charging them prohibitively high
premiums. In addition, our most vulnerable citizens will be left without health care if the Medicaid expansion is done
away with, leading to higher ER utilization and a return to a time when healthcare costs could bankrupt families. Our
healthcare system is not perfect but this bill is not what our country's citizens need.

Sincerely,

Mary Perkins

Moreno Vallei| CA 9ii57
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

. s B
From: Monica Strathman <RI
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:31 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

OMG! No. Please do not support this bill. The pharmaceutical and insurance companies have profited
handsomely for decades on the backs of Americans. And politicians maintaining this deplorable system got
campaign contributions from their ill-gotten gains. The best thing about the ACA is that it mandated coverage
for everyone...healthy and sick, young and old which should drive down costs (if politicians don't sabotage it)
while ensuring nobody goes bankrupt due to healthcare. It is inhumane and an egregious injustice to put profits
and political seats before the health and well-being of families.

Please do the right thing...dd not vote in support of this bill.
Monica Strathman

Kansas City, KS 66109
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mendy Salvey

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: This bill

As a voter from SW VA, | implore you to not take away healthcare access through this bill. No American child should hit a
lifetime cap at a year old and no child should be orphaned because of a lack of care for their parents due to income
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Derwent Suthers

Sent: ‘ Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:31 AM
To: gchcomments
Cc: Daniel Suthers
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Please pass on my conviction that this bill should be defeated. Time
should be allowed for a carefully-constructed bi-partisan effort to provide
affordable health care to all who need it.

The Rev, Derwent A.Suthers

Rio Rico, AZ 86548
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: kristi Fergusond NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:08 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: 4 Please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

To Whom It May Concern:

I, and every one of my friends and family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Several of us have chronic
conditions that will require maintanance medications and care for the rest of our lives. Others are just aging and
are experiencing all that comes with that.

Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it. The health of ALL Americans is too important to crush a working ACA and put
something in place that will hurt so many people. It shouldn't matter your age, state you live in, sex,
employment status - healthcare is a right.

Sincerely,

Kristi L. Ferguson
Newburyport, MA

86



\
Wright, Kevin (Finance)
J; -

From: Jay Bennett

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:31 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No on TrumpCare

Please oppose TrumpCare.

It is wrong for the fortunate to get to live in the same medical situations where the unfortunate must die.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Erica Bigelow_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:08 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH Comments

Hello,

I'm writing in regard to the Graham Cassidy bill. Though I am fortunate enough to know where my own
senators - Elizabeth Warren & Joe Kennedy - stand on this bill, I implore those from other states to more deeply
consider the implications of such a bill.

I want to begin by acknowledging that I am undoubtedly fortunate when it comes to healthcare. I'm 21, so I
have 5 years remaining on my parents' insurance. We have Harvard-Pilgrim, with arguably one of the most
cost-effective plans available, which we receive as one of my father's work benefits (retired MA state police).
I've never had to worry whether my mental health care, wisdom teeth removal, or any (of many) cheerleading
injuries would be covered, or whether my family would be able to afford our co-pays. Sadly, however, my case
is riddled with privilege, and is far from the norm that millions of people face daily.

I have seen a friend writhing in pain because her insurance wouldn't cover a surgery until it was considered an
emergency procedure. | have seen the look in people's eyes in doctor's offices as they await hearing their co-
pay, as the amount that they owe may determine how well their family will eat that month. I have seen a friend -
constantly on edge because she was without coverage for a few weeks.

In more recent years, though, I have seen people breathe sighs of relief, as what once seemed impossible to
obtain was made accessible. I have seen a couple whose daughter was diagnosed with glioblastoma cry silently
from happiness when describing the millions (literally, millions) of dollars that they would have had to spend on
medications to buy more precious time with their seven-year-old.

Any senator who actively opposes this bill should be required to sit in on a briefing with the thousands whose
lives have been saved by the ACA. They should be forced to tell these citizens to their faces that they don't feel
that they deserve healthcare.

Healthcare isn't a commodity, and repealing the ACA shouldn't be viewed as a purely economic action.
Repealing this bill without a stronger replacement, one which would guarantee affordable insurance for all

Americans, is a morally reprehensible act. I am constantly dumbfounded by the sacrilegious actions performed
by those who claim to hold God dearly in their hearts. The eyes of the world are watching.

To my senators, and those who continue to fight for the rights of all Americans to afford to live, thank you.
Thank you for standing up for us, and for at times standing up to your own party.

All my best to those who vote against GCH,

Erica Bigelow ‘
Taunton, MA
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Wright, Kevin (FinancE)

From: : Patricia Nelson

Sent: - Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:31 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ‘ Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller -

Senate Finance Committee,

I ufge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Patricia Nelson

Plainsboro, NJ

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

A DI
From: Barbara J. Gehrung
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:29 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: American Healthcare

To whom it may concern:

I am urging the committee to reconsider their current plans ending the ACA and ending Medicaid in its current
form.

My husband and I are small business owners, parents of two children, currently insured through my husband’s
employer plan. My husband would prefer to fully work for himself or start a partnership, however, because of
the insecurity and risk of potentially not being able to obtain health insurance in the future we have been
holding off on this plan, and his potential business partner can’t afford to lose her employer coverage because
she has an incurable illness. At the same time I know people who can’t stay home with their children, because
they cannot afford to lose employer based coverage because they have a pre-existing condition such as cancer.

I would like to see a system, single payer or multi-payer with a public option, and income/salary based
premiums. Children should be free until they are 18 and then be able to stay on their parents’ plan for an
upcharge while they complete their eduction. With % based premiums, which are split between the employer
and employee, the system would be just, because everyone pays what they can, and I would be able to offer
health insurance to my employees. Maybe people who are self-employed or are above a certain income bracket
can choose cheaper, less comprehensive or private plans, but pay a ‘solidarity’ tax for not having
comprehensive health insurance, or opting out of public insurance plans. Unemployed people or people on
disability should be covered by the state. '

I grew up, was educated and worked in Germany, before moving to the U.S. and becoming an American citizen.
Germany has a system similar to what I described - with a combination of non-profit and for-profit insurance
companies. There are of course some problems, but it is much more affordable, the public plans don’t cover

luxuries such as private hospital rooms, but no one has to die because they can’t afford health care or go
bankrupt over an unforeseen illness.

Thank you for reconsidering -
Sincerely,

Barbara Gehrung

Barbara Gehrung
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cheryl Davis
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:28 AM -
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

[ urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Cheryl Davis
Folsom, CA -
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

N
From: John Pharo
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: A The Graham-Cassidy Legislation

To the members of the Senate Finance Committee,

[ am writing to describe my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy legislation this committee means to discuss on
Monday, and to urge the members of the Senate to oppose it as well.

First, the methods by which this bill has been developed and promoted are unworthy of the United States
Senate, whose long-respected norms and traditions have helped ensure that legislation was debated thoroughly
and considered deliberately. The slipshod, secretive, and dishonest means by which Graham-Cassidy was
written are an embarrassment to the Senate and to the country it is supposed to represent. [ was raised to revere
the institutions of our government, which were established to enact and defend the will of the people. The way
you are abusing the power we have granted you, with your hasty, ill-conceived attack on the Senate's time-
honored procedure, makes me sadder than you can know. Listen to your colleague Senator McCain, and put a
stop to this mockery of government.

If for some reason the dignity of the Senate does not matter to you, then I beg you to consider the numerous
Americans you would harm by passing this bill. Its authors submitted it without time for a proper CBO
evaluation because they are afraid that once you know the'magnitude of the devastation this bill would wreak on
the lives of your constituents, that then you couldn't possibly support it. Every analysis undertaken projects that
millions would lose insurance coverage and that healthcare premiums would rise. The nation's poorest and
sickest will suffer if this irresponsible legislation passes. Many of them will die who might otherwise have
lived. Please vote no on Graham-Cassidy.

Thank you,
John Pharo
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

L4

From: Donna Martin
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:27 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing

Regarding: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date: September 25, 2017
Submitted by:Donna Martin, 1917 W Berwyn, Chicago, IL 60640

Good Morning,

I’'m writing to voice my concern about this bill.

I've been self-employed since 1999 and have had to fend for myself to find health insurance. | guess
you could say | was on the cutting edge of the ‘gig’ economy that is really taking off these days with
the likes of Uber and Lyft. Many, many more Americans are in the position of shopping on the
individual market now than were back when | was making a go of it.

Back in those days, a female like me had a hell of a time finding good coverage. | was charged more,
was offered coverage that didn’t cover a plethora of conditions, including pregnancy, and was always
worried that if | had an accident or iliness, | would hit a lifetime limit and be financially ruined. Finding
and retaining adequate insurance was a major source of stress in my life.

When the ACA passed, | cried tears of joy and relief. Honestly. | sobbed for over an hour. It meant
that | wouldn’t have to worry about being unable to afford coverage, that my gender was no longer a
pre-existing condition, and that | could sleep at night knowing that an insurer couldn’t deny me and
many of my colleagues coverage after some arbitrary limit, or because of something as stupid as
teenage acne.

| am once again terrified about the possibility of the return of pre-existing conditions, and lifetime
limits.

This bill is inhumane. It exposes many millions of Americans to the possibility of inadequate coverage
and financial hardship (and | haven't even addressed what the bill would do to those on Medicaid).

| urge you to withdraw this bil.
It's not the right thing for America.

Thank you,
Donna Martin
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

|
From: Jennifer Wells »
Sent: ' Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:26 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller.

_Senate Finance Committee,

As the mom of a special needs daughter with prenatal preexisting conditions, literally homeless due to Hurricane
Harvey, | urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering.

Our state, Texas, can't take much more, and a terrible rushed bill on top of a terrible president is just too much. Graham-
Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and harming some
of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities. :

Also please stop Donald Trump before he destroys everything good about America. Please.

Jennifer Wells

Katy, Texas

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jane Steidel “

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Affordable Care Act

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare through the exchanges of the ACA.
Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with affordability, is that
as older Americans and under employed rural Californians in our early 60’s, we have
been paying out of pocket for our health insurance for many years. It has been very
‘economically challenging for us and hurt our ability to retire (we are still working and
will be fore the foreseeable future). Once we signed onto the exchange we were
able to find quality health care, with a lower deductible and foresee making it to 65
when we can finally get on Medicare.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
- Sincerély,
Jane and David Steidel

Quincy, California
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Wri-ght, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eve Wolff

Sent: ‘ Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:26 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public testimony

I and my two young children rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. My son has asthma, and more than once has had to be rushed to the ER in the middle of the night.
Before he was 2 years old he knew what riding in an ambuilance was like. Having the ACA in place has made
dealing with his healthcare and the costs more easy to nav1gate I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Eve Wolff

Flushing, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leslie

Sent: , Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:25 AM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: : Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Comr’hittee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.

Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Leslie Conn ‘ X
Crown Point IN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jan Swindlehurst —

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing

My family relies, and will continue to rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I
oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am 68 years old. My mother is 90 and in assisted living.

Nine years ago, my parents (WWII generation) had, including their house,$1.3 in assets. This was
not unusual for their generation. My dad had Alzheimer's and my mom did her best to care for
him until she broke her elbow. That started a cascade of physical problems for her necessitating
their move into assisted living (my father on a memory care unit.) Within six months, my dad
died but my mother developed vascular dementia, spinal stenosis, COPD, and a swallowing
disorder.

She continues in assisted living today but her money is running out. We have broken a trust that
was to be her daughter and three son's inheritance. We broke it so that we would have funds to
buy her way into a nursing home in the not too distant future and private pay for a period of

time. And then we would count on Medicaid to pay for her care until she dies.

We do not mourn our lost inheritance. We all believed that my parents' money was to be used for
their care. We are terrified about the potential loss of Medicaid dollars.

All of her children are heading into, or already on Medicare and need our money to pay for our old
age and medical care. This truly keeps me up at night.

I would desperately like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Jan Swindlehurst

Newburyport, MA 01950

- Jan

Jan Swindlehurst
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stevie Andersen

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:24 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: 4 Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
- harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Stevie Drake
Albany, Oregon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Kelly Cassidy
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Please protect Americans with pre-existing conditions and those on Medicaid. Health care access is a human right.
Please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy and commit to improving the ACA in a bi-partisan way.

Regards.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Torch Archibald *

Sent: : Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:24 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care Bill .

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with
pre-existing conditions is about my 46 year old son who had triple heart bypass surgery 10 years ago.
Moving from Louisiana to Colorado the premium for insurance on their exchange was too high and
deductible $10,000. Just starting a new career, my son was not able to pay this high premium. ACA is not
perfect but is a great start to a healthy nation. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it. ‘

Sincerely,Jonelle Archibald

Lafayette, LA 70506

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pitman, Nicky

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

To Whom it May Concern,

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. |
support quality health care for all. | am willing to pay higher taxes ALWAYS so that everyone
in the United States can have quality health care. Being a person who has a pre-existing
condition - and knowing many other Americans who have the same, | find it repugnant and
negligent that a decision to provide affordable health care - and health care that could deny
those with pre-existing conditions - be left up to individual states. | would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Nicole Pitman

Nicole Pitman, (NS

il "
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hannah Ligon

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:24 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller -

Senate Finance Committee,
t urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Hannah Ligon
Tulsa, Oklahoma
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Greg Roberts

. Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:23 AM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities. :

Greg Roberts
Columbia, SC
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Matthew Scharfstein

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:23 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Fwd: Healthcare / Graham-Cassidy / ACA Negotiations

FYI: I am a constituent of New York (NY-12) and my address is: -

Matthew Scharfstein
TR
L)

New York, NY 10022

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Matthew Scharfstein

Date: Sun, Sep 24,2017 at 12:19 AM

Subject: Healthcare / Graham-Cassidy / ACA Negotiations
To: gchcomments@finance.senate.gov

Dear Chairman Hatch & Ranking Member Wyden,

I write to you today to express my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy ACA repeal and replace bill, and to

encourage the Senate to resume bipartisan negotiations on fixing the ACA.

I, like many Americans, have a preexisting condition. If Graham-Cassidy were to become law, my insurance
company could choose to charge prohibitive rates to cover me, and I would no longer be able to afford my

medications. So this is a very personal debate for me.

But I know the ACA is not perfect. What I, and I believe the overwhelming majority of Americans want, is for
‘Congress negotiate a bipartisan improvement to ACA and to stabilize the exchanges as soon as possible.

~ Please consider your constituents who aren't pinnacles of health (there are more than'you might think) and vote
'NO' on the Graham-Cassidy repeal and replace bill. Then, restart bipartisan negotiations to stabilize the ACA

exchanges and improve the law.

Thank you for your con51derat10n
Matt Scharfstein
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: S Spat

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:23 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: A Statement In Opposition to the'Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
story is that I'm a widow of 10 years.with a developmentally disabled son. 1 am self employed. this bill would
make my situation so complicated that I'd have to attenuate my full schedule as a practicing physician in a
field that suffers a huge shortage of physicians. | am speaking of being a Psychiatrist providing coverage for
Article 31 Mental Health Clinics in NY State. This bill would impact both my son’s and my own access to
health care. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Susan H. Spater, MD

Port Washington, NY 11050
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: ' Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:23 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: You must oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors, and
people with disabilities. I would not only see these people (friends, family, community members) lose
healthcare coverage, but in many cases, also die because of that loss. The effects of this bill would be
devastating and you cannot allow this to happen.

Sincerely,

Jayke Bouche
Belmont, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

_ N
From: Melodie Ramone
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:23 AM
To: - gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

There is not one Republican Senator right now serving who has any knowledge or background concerning healthcare. 50
plus health organizations, countless hospitals, and millions of families have spoken against this bill. This bill should never

. have been pushed through without debate, review, and careful diagnosis. As a woman who suffers from one of the
diseases that is classified within the framework, | would lose my health insurance within a year and would be dead
within another.

Lindsey Graham should stick to his military/foreign police work, where he is effective. Bill Cassidy should serve several
more years and learn how to do his job before he makes a charge.

In closing, | state that the Graham Cassidy bill should not make it to the floor, but if it is shoved through, it should be
voted down. It is an assault on every American and the results of its passing are unquestionably criminal.

Sincerely,

Lena Davis
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Martha Smit

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:22 AM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Martha Smith

Corvallis, OR 97333

Sent from my iPad
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Payson (N~

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy bill

Can you guarantee there will be NO cap on policies, are pre-existing conditions guaranteed(no ifs ands or buts) to be
covered and affordable for all, not jacked up to rates that no one can afford? Will Medicaid continue to cover people as
it does now?

Melissa

Inhale the future
Exhale the past
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:21 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: On the Graham-Cassidy Bill
EE;
Dear Sirs,

I have a debilitating panic disorder. I've had occasions where I could not
leave my house, could not use public transportation, could not sleep properly
for days at a time, and could not eat without being racked by fear. I went on
medication for the disorder a number of years ago—and since then, I've had
steady access to affordable medication through the ACA, at first through my
parents’ healthcare plan, now through an employer plan that’s mandated by
the ACA’s Essential Health Benefits requirement to cover medication at a fair
price. Without my medication, I would not be employable. It is very likely I
would be confined by agoraphobia to my home. I could not get through a day
without multiple traumatizing panic attacks which have driven me to the
brink of suicide in recent years. Thanks to affordable medication and
therapy, I was able to claw myself back from the brink. Under Graham-
Cassidy, my stability is threatened. o

The purpose of me sharing this story is to point out that while Graham-
Cassidy endangers many lives, it also endangers the quality of life, and
employability, of millions of Americans like me, who are able to live
productive and engaged lives because of affordable medication. Without
affordable medication and therapy, my ability to support myself is
jeopardized because of a condition I can’t control. I do not wish to become
dependent on a shrinking state safety net, or on my family; I love the sense
of purpose and financial independence my work affords me. But losing
access to quality, affordable health insurance puts my quality of life at risk.
Republicans champion self-sufficiency and independence, but I have only
been able to achieve those thanks to mental health care.
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By axing protections for people like me, Graham-Cassidy will create millions
of people whose ability to function, to be productive, to be creative, to be full
- citizens of this country, is annihilated by profit-motivated insurance
companies. While mercy might be too much to expect, pragmatism surely
may prove an argument in favor of keeping mental health care affordable
and robust. For me, it will mean the difference between an existence riddled
with pureagony, and a life worth living.

- Thanks for your consideration,

~ Talia Lavin | | R
" Brooklyn, New York
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: steve Timmer IS

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:12 PM
To: gchcomments; Portman, Casework (Portman)
Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

Please consider how many people will be hurt by this bill. All I hear is Republicans
saying they ran on the repeal and replace of the ACA. But I also remember the
promises of replacing with better coverage for all Americans.

Trump specifically promised CHEAPER and BETTER health care for ALL Americans. None
of the plans the Republican Party has proposed have even come close to that.

I have pre-existing conditions that I know would keep me from getting any health
insurance.

If you vote to support this bill or any bill like it, you are passing some thing like the
house passed months ago.

REMEMBER THE SUPPORT TRUMP GAVE THEM: HE CALLED THE BILL MEAN AFTER
CELEBRATING

Please do not pass some thing just for the sake of passing some thing.

Senator McCain is the only Republican Senator I have heard call for working together
with Democrats and come up with some thing that is a health care bill. Trump and
Senators should be praising him. Look at Trump's tweets to see what kind of person
Trump is. '

PLEASE DO NOT CUT THE ACA AND MEDICAID EXPANSION JUST TO GIVE TRUMP A TAX
CUT.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Nancy Widdows

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:22 AM
To: gchcomments .

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill ethics’s Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying

Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors, and people with disabilities.

Nancy Widdows
Danbury, CT
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Wright, Kévin (Finance)

From: : Anabelle Acevedo I
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:21 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Anabelle Acevedo

Arlington, VA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chery! Iree 4R
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

Save it!! Fix it| ies. Destroy health care for Americans with these horrendous bills, STOP
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Caro| s

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:20 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committeé was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while

destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

Carol Forden
Sarasota Fl

Sent on the new Sprint Network from my —
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jen W

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GrahamCassidy "Healthcare”

Dear United States Senators,

As a healthcare professiohél v;zho has recently been on the receiving side, I would like to voice both my
professional and personal knowledge on this topic.

I've had various life threatening medical conditions occur in a short period of time and had to take time to be a
patient. Ask anyone in healthcare and they'll tell you Doctors and Nurses can make the worst patients. In my
case it was true. I convinced everyone I was fine to leave after 3 weeks in the hospital. That night, I fell at
home, pulled some sutures and made everything worse. Next day back in the hospital for another week.
Thankfully I have insurance through my employer & arranged a payment plan with the hospital.

Obviously now I have quite a few pre-existing conditions on your list and that worries me. Not just for myself
but for my patients as well. This proposal DOES NOT protect any American for having to pay excessive and
ridiculous amounts for pre-existing conditions. It does not protect us like the ACA did.

Americans who have these conditions did not ask for them. Some were even born with them and that's what I
find most disturbing. You're going to let an insurance company punish someone for being born. And on that
topic, pregnancy is a pre-existing condition? So you're not pro-life? I'm confused. If this is a way to control the
population just say it. Definitely would make more sense and make Senators Graham and Cassidy look a tiny
bit better.

This is the United States of America. However you are dividing it by the haves and have nots. The abled and
disabled. The elderly and young. The veterans and non-vets. And above all else YOU half the Senators against

the American people. I cannot tell you how many comments (verbal, written, typed) that say if this plan is so
great why don't the Senators use it? |

So in conclusion Senators pause and really search deep in your soul of souls... Is this the healthcare plan you
want for YOU? Any pre-existing conditions or family pre-disposition?

All of America is counting on you from the ones who haven't been born yet to the ones planning their departure.
Please respect all of us enough to think about us before you vote.

Thank you for your time,

Jennifer W .
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

N
From: Stephen Wilhel \
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1220 AM i
To: gchcomments ‘
Subject: Testimony Opposed to Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

1. Iand my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. I am a veteran. It seems you do not know that
nearly 2 million veterans will lose healthcare under the Graham-Cassidy bill. More than 50,000 veterans
will lose coverage in my state, Washington. In Senator Murkowski's state nearly 4,000 veterans will lose
healthcare. It is not acceptable for Republicans to treat our nation's veterans in this cavalier manner. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Stephen Wilhelm
Edmonds, Washington

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

D
From: : Samantha Cicero
Sent: ‘ Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:20 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill to replace ACA: vote NO

Dear Senators,

You represent Americans. Simply pUt, the majority of Americans are against this bill (~80%) and ACA is gaining in
popularity.

If you are trying to win votes by throwing millions (set. 20-30m) people off health'insurance, removing essential health
benefits, taking away healthcare from millions of women by defunding PP, not protecting pre-existing conditions and
causing increases in insurance rates by throwing instability into markets and then blaming states, you are mistaken.

Add to that, ending Medicaid by 2026 (knowing CBO won't score past 10 years): your political calculus is cruel and
depraved.

Americans know that just voting to pass a bill to say you "did something" is a political ploy. If you want to really
represent Americans and make the country better, do it through a truly bipartisan process that improves ACA. Use
regular order, hold hearings with experts and stakeholders, and get a CBO score. Anythung Iess isa derellctlon of your
duty to the people you represent.

Do not vote for bills that harm your constituents. Do not vote yes on bills that threaten the health of the majority of
women and children. Women vote and are very politically active. Now more than ever. It is politically foolish,
shortsighted and extremely cruel.

Do your job: represent us (that majority that do not want Graham Cassidy passed). Vote No.

| am tired of having to remind you what you have been tasked with doing as a Member of Congress. | have a full time
job that actually benefits the health of thousands. Your constituents shouldn't have to ask, tell, or beg you not to take
away their health care, and their very lives. And we shouldn't have to constantly fight for you to do what is right for your

constituents.

Kind regards,
Samantha

Dr. Sémantha Cicero
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

D
From: kj h
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:19 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject:- "~ Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Kerry Hagans
Florence, KY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Matthew Scharfstein oSl
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:19 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare / Graham-Cassidy / ACA Negotiations

Dear Chairman Hatch & Ranking Member .Wyden,

I write to you today to express my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy ACA repeal and replace bill, and to
encourage the Senate to resume bipartisan negotiations on fixing the ACA.

I, like many Americans, have a preexisting condition. If Graham-Cassidy were to become law, my insurance
company could choose to charge prohibitive rates to cover me, and I would no longer be able to afford my
medications. So this is a very personal debate for me. ’

Buit I know the ACA is not perfect. What I, and I believe the overwhelming majority of Americans want, is for
Congress negotiate a bipartisan improvement to ACA and to stabilize the exchanges as soon as possible.

Please consider your constituents who aren't pinnacles of health (there are more than you might think) and vote
'"NO' on the Graham-Cassidy repeal and replace bill. Then, restart bipartisan negotiations to stabilize the ACA

exchanges and improve the law.

Thank you for your consideration,
Matt Scharfstein
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Hermine Girardin—

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:13 PM
gchcomments
Graham-Cassidy

To Whom it may Concern:

Please consider that when you are discussing Graham-Cassidy, you are, quite literally, talking
about one-sxith of the U.S. economy and an issue that affects all Americans. To push for a
vote before you have a full score from the Congressional Budget Office is an egregious
dereliction of duty. It is partisan politics at its worst:

“You know, I could maybe give you 10 reasons why this bill shouldn’t be considered,”
Chuck Grassley said. “But Republicans campaigned on this so often that you have a
responsibility to carry out what you said in the campaign. That’s pretty much as much
of a reason as the substance of the bill.”

I implore you to push partisan politics aside and do what truly is truly best for our
nation. Here are facets of Graham-Cassidy that greatly concern us:

* The provisions for pre-existing coverage are a farce and endanger countless
Americans. Giving states the ability to allow insurance companies to base premiums
on a person's medical history is untenable. It strikes at the very heart of a "risk pool"
and will force people out of the health care market. A vague and very dangerous
reliance on undefined terms, such as “adequate” and “affordable,” would be

‘ laughable if lives were not at stake. _

e Adequate and affordable health care, particularly for those with pre-existing
conditions, is not possible without the mandate for everyone to have health
care. Without a mandate, Graham-Cassidy - and any other proposal for that matter -
will collapse. No one argues when we have to have home insurance to take out a
mortgage. We all accept that we must have car insurance to drive a car, Health care
is no different. '

o Allowing insurers to cap the amount they would pay for treatment outside of
essential health benefits also risks lives. That is only made worse when you are
giving states the ability to strip away essential health benefits in the Affordable _
Healthcare Act (ACA). Remember that before the ACA, health care bills were one
of the leading causes of bankruptcy. A

o Pushing people out of the market will increase premiums. As Rep. Ratl R. Labrador,
a member of the influential House Freedom Caucus said, “Nobody dies because they
don’t have access to health care.” Despite his inartful wording, he is correct that "all
hospitals are required by law to treat patients in need to emergency care regardless of
their ability to pay.” But where does that money come from? Do the hospitals take
the hit? No, they pass those costs on to those with health insurance. Do the
insurance companies take the hit? No, those costs are passed down to consumers in
the form of higher premiums. Tossing millions of Americans off health care will
increase all of our premiums. :

e The term “access” to health care is a perversion of the truth. I have access to the
Beverly Hills real estate market too.
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I also agree with Sen. John McCain that “The issue is too important, and too many lives are at
risk, for us to leave the American people guessing from one election to the next whether and
how they will acquire health insurance. A bill of this impact requires a bipartisan

approach.” Based on past comments, [ believe his colleagues agree - or, at the very least,
should agree:

Sen. Lindsey Graham in a floor speech, Dec. 19, 2009, “Here’s what they did to get
that one vote: They had a deal cooked up that no one knew about but the two people
talkin’. There was no input from anybody other than the majority leader and the
senator from Nebraska. And after that meeting was over, they come up with a 380-
page amendment to a 2000-page bill, they file it yesterday, we hear about it for the
first time yesterday. ... And this is a transparent new way of doing business? You
cook up a deal in a backroom that is essentially sleazy in my view to allow one state to
be held harmless for Medicare enrollees to get that vote.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, then the minority leader, in a press gaggle,
Dec. 18, 2009, “This massive piece of legislation that seeks to restructure one-sixth of
our economy is being written behind closed doors without input from anyone in an
effort to jam it past not just the Senate but the American people before Christmas.”

House Speaker Paul Ryan, then a House member from Wisconsin, to MSNBC, July
29, 2009, “I don’t think we should pass bills that we haven’t read and we don’t know
what they cost. You rush this thing through before anyone knows what it is, that’s not
good democracy, that’s not doing work for our constituents.”

Vice President Mike Pence to The Washington Times, Oct. 19, 2009, "They've gone
from regular order to smoke-filled rooms, so there's no real way of knowing when [the
final bills] are going to emerge."

http://www.politico.com/story/2017/06/20/republicans-obamacare-too-secretive-
239755

Health care is an extremely important and deeply personal issue to our family: Our
granddaughter, the youngest of two, was born with Tetralogy of Fallot, the same congenital
heart disease that afflicts Jimmy Kimmel’s son. We will remember each and every vote. We
will remember who chose partisan politics over the American people. Who put party before
country. Just as importantly, we will remember those who put people before politics.

Respectfully,
Hermine and Charles Girardin

Wantagh, NewYork 11793
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Wri2 ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brian Shedrow

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:13 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham Connelly

Pls do not support this travesty of a bill. Go back to work on a bipartisan solution between Murray and
Alexander.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gary Kleinman

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Gramm-Cassidy

| urge you to abandon the Graham-Cassidy bill and instead work toward a bipartisan solution to fixing the ACA. It is
unconscionable to support legislation that has not been fully vetted and threatens to leave millions without health
insurance.

Since’rely,
Gary Kleinman

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Phyllis DelRosario JENENNENNg™

Sent: A Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:18 AM
To: gchcomments ’
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

This bill is a travesty. Every major health organization is against it. The majority of the American citizens are against it.
This will will do harm to millions of people and to the states.

This was supposed to be bi-partisan. The only reason this bill is being shoved through is to give the GOP one win and to
appease the big money donors.

This bill is a lie. This bill harms its citizens. This bill must not be allowed to pass

Sincerely
Phyllis Delrosario

Sent from my iPhone
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: Wright, Kevin '(Finaﬁe) '

From: -~ Jason Walker @RS

Sent: 4 Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:18 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

[ urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Jason Walker
Chicago, IL
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'Wright, Kevin (Finance)

]
From: ) Tyraina Berry
Sent: . Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:17 AM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill
Hello,

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As someone
dealing with a pre-existing condition (anxiety and depression), | am concerned about potentially losing my
mental health coverage and not being able to afford my doctor visits and treatment. | would like to see a

. bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Tyraina Berry
Burien, WA

58



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melanie Arnold

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:17 AM
To: gchcomments ‘
Subject: GC is not helping Americans

The proposed bill is unacceptable. (1) it destroys Medicaid as we know it by fundamentally and permanently transforming the funding
for the program into a capped system, (2) the caps limit how much federal money states have to spend on Medicaid limits coverage,
access, and states’ options when more people need coverage, which could mean people go without coverage, (3) caps to Medicaid
could mean the elderly are kicked out of nursing homes - elderly account for 2/3 the cost of medicaid (4) the bill eliminates
protections for people with pre-existing conditions - even if your state makes a law that pre-existing conditions will be covered,
insurance companies will just pull out and focus on states with no such law, (5) the new tax breaks for HSAs may cause employers to
just put tax-free money into these HSAs and stop offering their staff health insurance all-together, (6) the bill has total prohibition on
any covered insurance plans from offering abortion coverage - this could be life-threatening for many women, (7) the bill takes money
from states that expanded Medicaid and gives it to states that did not, which simply makes no sense whatsoever outside as a carrot for
senators from those states to vote for the bill. Conclusion: This bill is just like other TrumpCare bill in that it destroys Medicaid as we
know it by turning Medicaid into a capped system. This hurts children with disabilities, seniors, and even victims of natural disasters
like Harvey and Irma. It also takes away funding to help people afford health insurance through the marketplace, and it hurts states

that have expanded Medicaid.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bart Green _

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Vote No

Please do not cut Medicaid or permit insurers to raise rates based on preexisting conditions or otherwise. Please do not
pass any major legislation without a CBO score to tell you what it is likely to do. Please do not pass GCH.

Thank you,
Bart
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: tom hagamen

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, I write in
opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that
came before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would
clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning
protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this
bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a
bipartisan approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. I urge you to take that
opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Tom Hagamen, MD
Turners Falls, MA

70




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: S—
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:17 AM

To: gchcomments
Cc: campmail@pattymurray.com
Subject: ‘ ‘ Health Care

This is my statement regarding the Graham Cassidy Bill.

| am adamantly against the Graham Cassidy Bill regarding health care. It will be devastating
financially to many people including myself. People will die if this bill is passed. | encourage the
Senate to work in a bi partisan manner to fix the parts of the ACA that need fixing rather than
sabotaging it. 1 am one who has benefited greatly from the ACA.

In 2008, | had my first surgery for metastatic thyroid cancer. Since then | have had 2 more
surgeries and radiation. | was fortunate to have health insurance but the premiunis were $1,112 by
2014. They had averaged 20 to 30% increases each year. As a self-employed professional, there
was no such thing as sick leave. | quickly ran through most of my savings even with insurance,
returning to work before doctors were aware so that | could pay for heaith insurance. |was often -
exhausted. My life consisted of making it to work, assisting my elderly mother who died in 2014 and
then collapsing at home. Health insurance was the one bill | paid before any others as my income
declined and bills increased. As my endurance flagged and memory difficulties increased over time, |
had to reduce my practice to maintain high professional standards. The inability to work more and
increasing premiums had me in a financial and physical bind until the ACA was enacted. | took early
Social Security at age 62, bought my insurance through the Washington State Health Exchange and
retired in March, 2015. | had had no plans to retire that early as | loved my work and had been in the
field for over 30 years. | could no longer provide the high quality of care for which | was known and
was in danger of falling asleep while driving home from the office.

My health is stable although the cancer is still present. | am able to rest when | need to and |
can pay my health insurance premiums through the ACA which in Washington State has been well
designed. | kept all my doctors and continue to receive quality care.

| have also witnessed others benefiting as | had accommodated many clients over the years who
had no health insurance and could be termed “the working poor”. They earned too much to qualify for
free clinics but could not afford to pay privately. Often their employers did not offer health insurance
or it was catastrophic care only. | have seen families with children now able to get medical help when
they desperately need it. | have friends who used to delay important diagnostic medical tests
because they had no insurance. Donated care cannot possibly help the numbers of people who need
care. | know because | donated countless hours of free care, especially to working single mothers.

Provisions such as premium assistance and no pre-existing conditions denial of coverage
clauses are vital. |, along with millions of others with life threatening illnesses are extremely scared of
what will happen if the ACA is gutted.

Melinda K. Holman

Olympia WA 98506
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Johnsto N
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1216 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: : : Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

There is nothing fiscally responsible nor morally responsible about rushing this bill through the senate. Partisan
issues aside, we are talking about a bill that will end up with millions of Americans without insurance, one
medical emergency away from financial ruin. Americans.

If you want to look at lowering costs, which seems to be the official argument for repealing ACA, let's start
with setting some rules for these For-Profit industries. What are the CEOs of the healthcare companies making?
Of the BigPharma companies? When their salaries are so exorbitantly paid out, of course it looks like they're
losing money on healthcare policies.

The point of insurance is that we pay into a pool ahead of time and take out money for legitimate claims when
needed. It is not for the top executives to get filthy rich.

Either go back and find a plan that will do what was promised: to offer better, more, and less expensive care
then you will get 60 senators who will vote for it, or find a way to improve the Affordable Care Act (AKA

RomneyCare).

The government is supposed to protect its citizens from all threats foreign and domestic. There are crackdowns
on price gouging in emergencies. Except with Graham-Cassidy, this bill will open the door for companies in
some states to gouge their customers by raising rates as soon as they get ill, or pregnant, or injured, or old. If
insurance companies do not want to pay out on claims, then it is time they consider another business. I couldn't
imagine a world where a grocery store looks at a customer and says, wow you are hungry, let me increase those
prices because I know you need this product more right now. Why is this okay in the insurance industry?

Elizabeth Johnston

Noiﬁal, IL 61761
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Flnance)

From:
Sent:
‘To:
Subject:

Dear Senators:

Margaret Greene AN,

Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:38 PM
gchcomments
Health Care Bill - ACA

My husband has been unemployed for a year and I am self-employed. Our family relies on affordable healthcare
of good quality that we can purchase ourselves. My history of cancer and our son’s issues with asthma make us
view health care with extra appreciation. We need an accessible and affordable health plan and recognize how

valuable it is.

We would very much like a bipatisan Congressional effort to improve the Affordable Care Act, not repeal it.

Thank you,

Margaret Greene and Brian Greenberg

Margaret E. Greene, PhD

| “_ 4,” ’

T S

Social changé%r"health & development

e
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Catia Cecilia Confortin*

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:15 AM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: No no no no!!! Your bill is no good

What this country needs is Universal Health Care. Single payer health care has worked for decades in Europe,
where life expectancy is a lot higher than in the US and where people have no insurance middle-men between
them and their doctors.

The Graham-Cassidy bill is a bad idea. ObamaCare can be fixed but the GCH direction is the wrong one.

Sincerely, '

Catia Cecilia Confortini

Wellesley, MA 02482

=
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jane and/or Dick Gerber

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Hearing to be held Monday, September 25

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this and my
concern for all other individuals and families that may be adversely
impacted, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Though healthy now, my young
granddaughter experienced a major health crisis and very expensive surgery
to correct it. My own brother and my son-in-law's mother have dealt with
serious cancer diagnoses and the need to try and fund treatment options.
My husband and I are retirees 1ivinﬁ on a fixed income. Seemingly minor
surgeries for both of us this year have exceeded $40,000 in costs. Had we
not had Medicare and Medicare Supplement coverage it would have been
ﬁxtgem¢1y difficult for us to manage without incurring a financial
ardship. ‘

I would Tike to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA,
not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Jane M. Gerber

Saint Paul, MN
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hello --

Pamela Vogel

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:16 PM

gchcomments

Please vote no on Graham-Cassidy, and give this issue the deliberation it deserves

I'm personally a supporter of Sen. Sanders' Medicare for All proposal. HOWEVER -- absent any other
proposals, the Graham-Cassidy bill is still absolutely awful.

It's insulting to Americans that at least some members of Congress would support this bill simply because they
feel they have to, rather than on the merits of the legislation. I have to assume that is the case, because this piece
of legislation has very few merits and its primary purpose seems to be a combination of spite and party

obligation/campaign promises.

It does not have a full CBO score, and likely won't before the scheduled vote. It does not support the full health
care women deserve. It eliminates resources from communities suffering from addiction, veteran communities,
and folks who rely on mental health services. I am ashamed this bill is even considered viable for a vote.

I urge all members of Congress to vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill. To do anything else would be a disgrace

to your office.

Thank you,
Pam Vogel
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Wood

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: by the way

Vote No on Graham-Cassidy.

Signed,
An American
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Hello,

My name is Pamela Campbell. My son is Autistic and attends a progressive Transition program at Morning Star
School in Winter Park, FL. The Morning Star School is a wonderful school and offers a much needed
Transition Program for individuals with Disabilities ages 21 — 30. It offers Behavior therapy, recreation
programs, adult vocational training, job training, life skills, community outings as well as after-school programs
for individuals with special needs.

Its programs are funded predominantly through Florida’s CDC+ monies which are Medicaid Waiver monies
from the Medicaid program that will be greatly impacted by any block grants, cuts or caps as proposed in the
Graham-Cassidy bill.

People with disabilities rely on Medicaid for.the services that enable them to live and participate in the
community;

Allowing states to waive protections for people with pre-existing conditions is allowing states to
waive protections for everyone with a disability.

I have worked so hard to support my child so that he can be part of our community and do not want to see that
go away or be forced to make a decision about an institutional setting. My son has benefited from this program
so much and has learned skills I never thought possible. He will never be able to live on his own, but because of
this important program and the dedicated staff at Morning Star, he has a purpose each day.

We respectfully request that you oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill and oppose any cuts or caps to Medicaid, on
behalf of my son.

Sincerely,

Pamela Campbell

Orlando, FL 32824
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Senators,

Miranda Janeschild (IR

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:18 PM
gchcomments
I URGE YOUR SUPPORT

I am in support of the Affordable Care Act to be preserved. | encourage a bipartisan effort to improve the bill to allow all
Americans to have access to quality and affordable health care. | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill 100% which will take
away health care insurance from many recipients and probably throw the insurance market in further disarray with the
shifting of state grants. The health care market needs to be strengthened and secure while ensuring United States

citizens access to care as right.

Thank you,
Miranda Janeschild

Santa Cruz CA
95060
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Miram Pollock A

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No to Graham Cassidy

I'm writing to say that I'm appalled that the GOP & Trump continue to force the parents of sick children to DC to beg for
their lives.

This latest attempt to repeal the ACA is inhumane and the motive--to secure money from wealthy conservative donors--
is unethical & demonstrates the utter debasement of the GOP and our democracy.

You're not fooling us. We know this bill will be the death of Americans. Do members of Congress feel comfortable with
that on their conscience? How many lives will you trade for a tax cut?

We will work toward Medicare for All. We must, given Trump's plans to sabotage the ACA.

I only hope that we someday find a way back to genuine representation of the people in government--and that | will
have the healthcare to live to see that day come.

Sincerely,

Miriam Pollock
New Jersey
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sandra Stocke NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: - Graham-Cassidy bill

Finance Committee,

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to

protect the healthcare of millions of Americans.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

-Sandra Stocke -

Sparks, Nevada 89436

60



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jerry Mogul

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:19 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: VOTE no on Graham-Cassidy - Protect Medicaid
Dear US Senate,

The Graham-Cassidy proposal is an egregious attempt to take away health care from children and adults with disabilities
and other vulnerable populations. 1t would devastate the state budget for health care in Massachusetts. |urge you to
oppose this proposal.

cc Senator Warren (Beth Pearson@warren.senate.gov) and Senator Markey (Nikki Hurt@markey.senate.gov)
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alice Neuhauser

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:19 PM
gchcomments

Don't Kill Americans. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to

protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay

- their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Alice Neuhauser

Manhattan Beach, California 90266
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: lisa willinger « NGz

Sent: ' Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:19 PM
To: gchcomments Co
Subject: The ACA

Please don't overturn the ACA!

My life was saved by my dual union provided health insurance that paid for over $2 million in care when | came down
with a rare pregnancy complication 7 years ago.

Without health insurance and the ACA lifting lifetime caps my family and | would have gone bankrupt! Don't make
people have to choose between saving a loved one's life and surviving themselves!

Thank you!

Lisa Willinger
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Andrew SN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:19 PM
To: A gchcomments
Subject: GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL

COMMENT ON THE GRAHAM-CASSIDY HEALTHCARE BILL and the REPEAL OF THE ACA
Nancy Andrew

Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I am writing to relate my experience with health insurance BEFORE and AFTER the ACA. | am a single, 60-year-old
private music teacher (flute) and have been purchasing my health insurance on the individual market since leaving full-
time college teaching in 2007. The first year | sought insurance in this market, | was shocked to learn that my uterine
fibroids, which up to 80% of women have by age 50!, was considered a PRE-EXISTING CONDITION and that my
reproductive organs would NOT be covered. Had | contracted uterine or cervical cancer, this underwriting would have
made treatment financially challenging, if not ruinous. |also have “Hashimoto’s Disease” or Hypothyroidism, which
affects nearly 25% of people 60 and over; this was also considered a PRE-EXISTING CONDITION and not covered. When
states and companies are permitted to make their own determinations of what constitutes a pre-existing condition and
how they will cover it (or not cover it!), as they were before the ACA, this type of negligence can be rampant. With the
ACA, these conditions are covered, as is women’s preventive care (PAPs, Mammograms, and yearly exams). My
situation and my conditions are moderate and modest. Many of your constituents have stories that are much more
graphic and serious.

Please do right by the American People and vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill now before the
Senate. Please take the time and make the effort to work across the aisle to construct a healthcare bill that will truly
serve your constituents. '
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Conroy 4~

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:20 PM
gchcomments
We're Not Buying The Lies. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

.In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Thomas Conroy

S

Manhattan Beach, California 90266
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: vincent caggian i iR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:20 PM
To: gchcomments .
Subject: . Graham/Cassidy

| just wanted to voice my opinion on the whole ordeal that Congress has staged to Repeal the ACA.
When your motivation is to simply repeal ACA and nothing else, you present a very reckless agenda.
No review of your proposal by any organizations, no partisan assistance, and, another attempt to hurt the average

American. Shame on you.!
Health Care for ALL would be better than this attempt to repeal, under these circumstances. Start working for the

American People rather than you SELF Interests.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: S behalf of Susan Smith-Heisters'

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:21 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

As retired senior citizens living within modest means, my husband and | rely on quality, affordable
healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the Affordable Care Act, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
~~S. Smith-Heisters
Windsor, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Drury McAlarney “

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:21 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: public testimony

My family relies on quality, affordable health care. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
younger brother has severe and chronic asthma which has sent him to the emergency room multiple times over
the course of the past few years, and as it is, my parents are often told that they must pay the entirety of the cost
of his (life saving and necessary) medication, such as inhalers and epi-pens. They are both teachers and barely
have the money to cover his medical expenses as is; a repeal of or change to the ACA's rules about pre-existing
conditions could make his medical expenses even more prohibitively high and be ruinous for my family. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Drury McAlarney
‘New York, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michael Solomon MD

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:07 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Hurt, Nikki (Markey); Pearson, Beth (Warren)

Subject: Opposing Graham-Cassidy ACA repeal

Beih_Pearson@warren.senate. gov andNikki_Hurt@markey.senate.gov. You can use the sample email below,
and feel free to add your ow

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

Yes
As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, I write in
opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that
came before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would
clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any ph-ysi'c'ian knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't alwdys mean care. By overturning
protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this
bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from milliohs of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a
bipartisan approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. I urge you to take that
opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Michael Solomon, MD
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: susan o

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy Healthcare Bill

I am a 62 year old woman who was disabled in a car accident on Dec 2, 2015. Prior to my accident I had
worked as a CPA (certified public accountant), walked daily for over 30 years & was physically active most of
my life. Currently, I am not able to work, which I have done for 45 years, & rely on ACA supplement for
healthcare insurance.

In my educated opinion (also have MBA) this Graham/Cassidy healthcare bill will take away my health
insurance be I will not be able to afford health insurance, especially now that I have pre-existing conditions.
"Affordable" is not defined and there is NO guarantee of coverage for people with "Pre-existing Conditions".
I would like Mr Graham & Mr Cassidy to explain to me how I will afford their health insurance plan on my
$2,126 monthly disability check!

PLEASE WORK TOGETHER AS ADULTS & COME UP WITH A BIPARTISAN SOLUTION TO
IMPROVE THE ACA.

BOTTOM LINE: It's all about money & not about humanity!!!!

"B¢ the change you wish to see in the world"- gandhi
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jackie Wellman

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare

My name is Jackie Wellman. I have Hereditary Spastic Paraplegia, which is a rare motor neuron disease similar
to ALS but much slower progressing. I have been diagnosed for 20 years. My son was five at the time and
healthy but now he is 25 and was diagnosed with HSP last year.

He has enough difficulties already without losing the ability to get healthcare at a reasonable price. I cannot
sleep at night worryiing about this. How can you think of doing this to people? I am on medicare and do not
have to worry but please consider all of the people that need healthcare.

Yes, the ACA has problems.

Doesn't it make more sense to fix them than disrupt the insurance industry and people's lives. I know that it is
‘important to the GOP to repeal and replace but be reasonable. That is wrong. Most people wanting to repeal
and replace are Christians. This is not the Christian thing to do.
Jackie Wellman

"I believe in truth, science and reason."
President Obama who increased funding for NIH rare disease research
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

AR
From: Stromhome
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:38 AM
To: gchcomments S
Subject: : What my healthcare means to me. '

Dear Senators,

When my baby was 4 months old, | was diagnosed with breast cancer. Fortunately, | caught it early and had extensive
treatment: surgeries, radiation and chemotherapy. Fortunately also at that time, | had great health insurance.

When she was 8 months old, we Amoved to New York. We enrolled her in Child Health Plus, an HMO for which we paid
premiums based upon our tax returns. It was so simple - if we had a good year, we paid as much as $125/month. If we
had a bad year, sometimes the premiums were as little as $9/month.

But for my husband and myself, there was no such program. We were both self-employed, both college graduates from
upper middle-class families, both white and both working. But once our premiums reached $9,000/year for an HMO with a
$2500 deductible each, we had no choice. We let our health insurance go. | don't know whether you can appreciate being
a young parent of a young child and a cancer survivor with ho health insurance. Neither of us has ever been on any kind
of public assistance. We have always worked, we have always earned and are middle class.

My husband was offered a job with the state of California in 2006, and we moved 3,000 miles. For the excellent health
insurance. Which was fortunate, because | had cancer again and had proper care. Seriously, we moved here for one
reason and it was the health insurance. '

Like you, 1 am happy to say that my husband and | (and our daughter, until she's 26) will always have this excellent,
private health insurance, with access to the best doctors and hospitals. Our lives have been saved, and we don't have to
worry ever again.

But our child will. | can never erase the terror of getting ill, losing our home, losing our lives. And even though that's no
longer my personal concern, | understand that we're lucky - just like you. We have many friends and family members on
the ACA. You have many constituents on the ACA. | know you are decent people, people of faith. Don't turn your backs
on your fellow citizens. The Americans on the ACA may not be able to pay for lobbyists, but they're the people who need
you most. Please don't take their heaith, peace of mind and potentially, lives away, for them or for their children. The ACA
can be made better by expanding Medicaid. Don't take this away from the people who need you.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Elizabeth Strom
San Diego, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gina Breci <@ NN

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:10 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Stop GCH

Please stop this monstrosity of a bill. 32 million people could lose health insurance! You need to go back to
regular order and come up with bipartisan solutions.

Please put the people of this great country before cheap political "wins."

Thank you.

Gina Breci

Oakdale MN (NG

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marilyn Ichioka < (SN

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017.12:13 AM
To: gchcomments ’
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Senators,

My husband and I are seniors and rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, we oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. We are seniors with a limited income and we would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the

ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerély,

Marilyns Ichioka

Victor Ichioka

Berkeley, California [
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Debbie Bendever - >

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:12 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Affordable Care Act

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story is
this: | have pre-existing conditions that prevented me from receiving health care coverage for the years before | was
eligible for Medicare. During that time, my appendix burst and | almost died because | waited so long to go to the ER
because | didn’'t have insurance. My husband is not old enough yet to be on Medicare, but he has severe
Rheumatoid Arthritis and is permanently disabled. We do not make enough money to be able to afford any
insurance that the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill would offer, and without insurance we would not be able to
afford the health care that we need. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.
Sincerely,
Debbie Bendever
Lawrenceville, GA : ¢

Y *
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Paige McCoy <

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:12 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Please encourage all senators to vote against the Graham Cassidy bill. Pre existing conditions must be covered. Allowing
insurance companies to charge whatever they want for people with pre existing conditions will price many people out of
insurance. Every single person in my family has a pre existing condition. Most people don’t understand what constitutes
a pre existing condition.

Be real leaders. Represent the people. Sit down with Democrats and Republicans and truly research the issues.
Regardless of party, consider single payer.. Look at the numbers objectively. | can’t understand why you would rather

vote for a bill that hurts a lot of people than actually consider other options. Why wouldn’t you want to do what actually
helps more people?

Do the right thing. Market forces aren’t always the best option.
Thank you,

Paige McCoy
Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kyna Glover

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:11 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: : Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017

Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I vote every election. I ask you to vote no.

Please work in a-bipartisan manner to find a better solution.

This is not a political contest, but a need for the American people for good healthcare for all. Coverage for
women and children. No limits. No preexisting condition limits. We are counting on you .

Unfortunate that you promised to repeal with no plan for your constituents. You can do better.

Kyna Glover

T.

N :
Boulder, CO =

Kyna
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Teri Browne

Sent: : Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:11 AM °
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment on Graham Cassidy

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller and work on a bipartisan solution to healthcare. Graham-Cassidy-
Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and harming
some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

| work with people with chronic illnesses and know this bill will be extremely harmful for SC in many
ways. 1. it allows for SC to allow lifetime and annual caps for insurance that would bankrupt many
who have medical emergencies, chronic illnesses, premature babies. 2. it allows for SC to allow
insurance companies to remove essential benefits from insurance plans, so your insurance is able to
NOT cover maternity care, lab tests, prescriptions, mental health and substance use care, physical
therapy, outpatient yvisits, hospitalizations, lots of things 3. Overall, it drastically decreases the funding
far Medicaid, which would lead to lots of people not having insurance that pays the most for nursing
homes and disabled children of all income brackets (as well as care for the most vulnerable South
Carolinians) 4.1t will allow for insurance companies to charge South Carolinians way more than 31%
more for their insurance if they are old or sick 5. It will allow for insurance companies to charge LOTS
more if you or a dependent have a pre-exisiting condition. 6. SC hospitals will be devastated by this
bill's decrease in Medicaid funding, and may have to shut down- this would be horrible for South
Carolina, especially rural SC. Hospital associations are against this bill. Even the SC Medicaid
director is against this bill 7. There is a reason why AARP and AARP South Carolina do not support
this bill- older adults in SC will have to pay as much as $10,000 more in premiums a year because of
this bill and will have thousands of dollars more to pay out-of- _

pocket http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/2017/09/graham-cassidy-legislation-threatens-affordable-
coverage-for-older- '

americans.pdf?utm source=newsletter&utm medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosvitals&stream=h
ealth-care There are ZERO patient, health care professional, provider, payor, or policy organizations
that support this bill for all these reasons and more- dozens of them have come out strongly against
this bill for a reason here is a list of some of

them https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/09/22/heres-a-list-of-medical-groups-opposing-
the-cassidy-graham-health-care-bill/?utm_term=.18618c5d4b71 they include Alzheimer's Association,
American Cancer Society, American Diabetes Association, American Heart Association, Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation, and lots more. There are zero health care professional organizations who
support this bill. There is not one thing in there that would lower insurance premiums. We absolutely
have problems in this country with our health care system. There absolutely needs to be more
marketplace plans and lower premiums. There are zero democrats, incl Obama who claim that the
ACA is perfect and needs no fixes. | would never claim that. But, this bill is not the answer. we need
to have regular order, and have hearings with experts (patients, professionals, payors, providers,
policy makers), and have the public be able to weigh in on the bill, and we need to know the financial
implications of bills, in order to have solutions for us all.
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Viren Kaul

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: . Vote NO to the Graham-Cassidy Bill
Hello,

I am a pulmonary and critical care physician from NYC, and I am writing to urge you to vote NO on the
Graham-Cassidy bill. I treat patients with serious and chronic respiratory conditions such as asthma, COPD,
pneumonia and sleep apnea who need access to continuous affordable quality health care. As part of my work in
the Intensive Care Unit, | take care of the sickest patients in the hospital and they cannot afford to lose
insurance coverage for any period of time.

I am deeply concerned that the bill would eliminate the Affordable Care Act's (ACA) health insurance subsidies
and Medicaid expansion and replace them with state block grants. But the estimated block grant funding
provided under the bill is substantially below what is necessary to meet the health needs of Americans covered.

I am alarmed about the Graham-Cassidy bill's changes and funding cuts to the Medicaid program. If enacted,

the bill's reductions to Medicaid would result in billions in funding cuts to the program over time, meaning

states would be forced to make significant reductions to Medicaid benefits, enrollment and provider

reimbursement, leaving millions, including children and adults with chronic respiratory diseases such as asthma
" and COPD, without affordable health coverage.

Finally, the bill would permit states to waive essential health benefits and allow insurers to charge much higher -
health insurance premiums for people with pre-existing conditions, measures which would result in people with
chronic life-threatening health conditions being priced out of the insurance market.

Lastly, without a full appraisal from the CBO, and appropriate assessment (this bill is likely to affect millions of
Americans by conservative estimates), measures such as this should not be allowed to pass. I urge you to vote
against the Graham-Cassidy bill and instead ensure continuous affordable health care coverage for all
Americans, including those with pre-existing conditions.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my concerns as a worried physician caring for New York City's
patients and a member of two national organizations that staunchly stand against this bill (American Thoracic

Society and American College of Physicians).

Regards

Viren Kaul, MD -

Clinical Fellow

Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai / Eimhurst Hospital Center

Email G sy
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: leslie brown

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Importance: High .

Dear Senators,

Please Vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill.

| have relatives--a brother, nieces, and nephews--who work but their income is limited. Before the passage of
the Affordable Care Act, they had to ignore basic healthcare needs. They used the emergency rooms when
they needed medical care. This also meant a simple problem could become chronic condition, which can
require long-term treatment.

When | was younger, my former husband was an adjunct instructor at several local colleges. | worked often in
part-time positions we did not have health insurance. We were healthy and young.

Fortunately, we found full-time positions with health insurance benefits just before my first Asthma attacks
and later breast cancer, | did not have to fear denial of service.

Today | meet workers with families, who are working two full-time or three part-time jobs just barely making
their rent and food needs, who need a reliable, affordable health insurance that allows pre-existing
conditions.

The health profession and insurers support, the Affordable Care insurance. Yes it needs to be improved you
can do that. :

On the other hand, the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill is emerging as critically flawed alternative.

Please Senators good grace and consciousness, Vote NO on the GCH bill.

(Diseases, especially, contagious ones, do not recognize individual or national borders.)

Leslie Brown :
Arlington, Virginia Resident

Yo
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Steve Romenesko

Sent: : Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy 8ill

Hello,

The narrative around healthcare reform and the Graham-Cassidy bill is that those with chronic health
conditions are "less than" others who are otherwise healthy. I'm somebody who's dealt with 'pre-
existing conditions' since day one. | was born 3 months premature (of no fault of mine or my mother's,
| guess | was just excited to get started!). Since then, I've had two liver transplants and countless
other procedures. My stomach shows all this. it's a road map of scars that show my life experience
and show how much I've gained and how I'm so much more because of my diseases. |'ve got small
pokes from suture changes, bigger holes from JP drains and biliary drains, marks from multiple
Percutaneous Transhepatic Cholangiograms, dots from liver biopsies, and the big ol' scar from two
transplants. These all are pieces of my story, of why | am who | am today and | refuse to buy into the
narrative that it makes me less than anybody else.

Implied in Senators Graham and Cassidy's bill, whether they intended it or not, is that | should be
ashamed of this. That it's a burden on everybody else. I'm a problem because | have to deal with all
of this even when | didn't ask for it. What | have to say today is that's garbage. | will NOT accept that
narrative, nor should anybody else that's ever struggled with anythmg that makes them different than
what's the mainstream.

This bill would kick millions off of insurance, severely decrease funding for numerous programs and
people who need it, and cause an explosion of speculation in the health insurance markets. In short, |
see it as doing nothing good for the vast majority of Americans. | cannot believe that a bill like this is
up for vote, let alone has the prospect to pass. :

Thank you for your time,

Steve Romenesko
Resident of ZIP Code (il

75



'Wright, Kevin (Finance) ‘

From: Gina Frankhart <q>
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:09

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA Repeal proposal

Please consider voting NO for this latest proposal to répeal the ACA. I'm not sure how you can in good
conscience repeal the ACA and leave millions of American uninsured. We need to fix the ACA not replace it
with this cruel proposal. We need a bipartisan effort to make this a better Proposal.

I have two pre-existing conditions. I had good insurance and still had huge medical bills. I am reminded every
day that if I didn't have insurance, I would be bankrupt or dead. What is your proposal? Leave people destitute
or dead because they don't have insurance? Healthcare

should be a right. It's a travesty that this country can not provide this, but we can can spend trillions on defense
and propose giving billionaires a tax break.

Please take the time and work on a bill that benefits our country. We can not handle this healthcare crisis
morally or financially.

" Sincerely,
Gina Frank
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: sara -

Sent: © Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:24AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Pre-existing

Please be honest about this bill! It will not give people the help that they need. ACA definitely has problems but fix it not
scrap It! That's what the people want why won't you listen to them!

Please don't allow insurance companies to charge people huge fees for pre existing conditions. Don't allow them to
bankrupt people with long term llinesses like cancer or even autism. It shouldn't be about the profits it should be about

the people.
Thank you

Sara wessendorf

Chicago, II-
U

Sent from iPhone



Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carol Sanger < (NN -

Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:24 AM

gchcomments

ACA: Plfase do all you can to keep this important act of Congress

Hello. My daughter and two grandchildren (ages 1 and 4) are all insured
through the ACA. We strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill which
portends less care at higher prices. I still believe that Americans care
about one another in way that G-C profoundly undermines. No one denies
that the ACA needs to be improved. It does not and should not be
repealed. If every we could pull together, is this not the moment when the
health of the nation is at stake?

» Most sincerely,

A . ‘7.‘, ' .
Carol Sanger
Professor of Law

Columbia Law School

C
New York, NY (W



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julie Gilberg 4RGNy

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:23 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities. '

Thanks.
Julie A. Gilberg

Austin, TX (D



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

3
From: sam.lloyd1965 < (Y >

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:22 AM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Reject Republican healthcare bill!

I am writing because the ACA allowed me to purchase insurance that I would have been unable to purchase
otherwise. And even though the premiums aren't as affordable as I believe they could be, at least I am able to
have some hope of treatment in the event of a life-threatening illness or accident.

The Republican bill would absolutely destroy any hope and any possibility of treatment and recovery from a
serious medical issue. I have friends, family, and neighbors who are all in the same situation.

Do not allow this country to become the dystopian nightmare that the Republican bill would usher in.

Regards,
Sam Lloyd

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S7.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

S
From: Thomas Cannon <
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:21 AM
To: gchcomments ’ '
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

This bill directly impacts me in almost every capacity. | have a terminally ill brother, and we require all the guarantees for
pre-existing conditions provided by the ACA, along with Medicaid {in top of my parents’ top-tier comprehensive
insurance policies). In addition, my employers are chronically ill, and if the insurance market destabilizes they may need
to fire me in order to cut costs and remain healthy. Please don’t let a reckless piece of legislation destroy my family and
my future. '

Thomas Cannon
Greenville, SC



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bridget Berry <Willl ' i
Sent: ' Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:19 AM
To: gchcomments

- Subject: Healthcare Bill

The Republican proposedHealthcare Bill is a disaster. Pray tell how much time needs to be wasted on these silly political
games? Can you just fix what needs to be fixed with the current law? Is it really to hard to compromise andvwork with
the the other side of the aisle ? Is it really asking too much for you people to buck up and do what is in the best interest
of those citizens who pay the taxes that pay your salaries? We deserve a right to to affordable healthcare. The ACA
needs to be fixed not repealed. Do the right thing. Be a patriot

Sent from my iPad



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Boggs _

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:17 AM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities, such as my
‘own daughter.

Richard Boggs
Lewisville, TX



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelly's Email S

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:.16 AM
" To: , gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

Do not sign in favor of a hasty bill stripping away healthcare from millions of Americans.

My only sister developed juvenile diabetes at the age of 3, and | watched her struggle with severe health issues from the
time she turned 21 and no longer had my parents insurance coverage. Unable to work much of the time due to her
iliness, so unable to get healthcare, her health gradually declined until she lost an eye, a kidney, and eventually both of
her legs. ‘

She died at the age of 43. The ACA would have provided her with health care coverage so that she could have had
medical attention throughout her adult life.

Why would you strip away insurance from a young American who already suffered from a terrible disease? So that
those who are blessed to be healthy and well off don't have to pay a little bit more for their insurance?

I'd like you and your family to live without insurance and take the chance that maybe you won't get sick or injured, or if
you do maybe you'll be bankrupted because of it.

Kelly Snow
Friday Harbor, Washington



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Virginia Morris <_>

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:15 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: A - cassidy-graham health care vote

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Personally , i think the time for “single payer”, comprehensive national health care coverage has come! (We waste far
too much on drug companies- with non-negotiable prices, and on insurance companies- with the private insurance
system we have- but the Affordable Care Act is a lot better for the previously uninsured than this Cassidy-Graham bill!!)
Thanks, Virginia Morris CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jéhann Hannesson <~>

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 12:44 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: . Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller Bill

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities. Don't gamble on 1/6 of our economy and tens of millions of livelihoods.

Without the health coverage my mom has today through the Affordable Care Act, due to her pre-existing
conditions, she may very well have died in the past year due to not being able to afford care for her chronic

auto-immune conditions. § '

This bill can put her at risk of not affording her care once again. I urge you to consider the bipartisan bill the
HELP Committee was exploring. .

Johann Hannesson
Portland, Oregon

10



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: R Ohnegevyer <G -

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:14 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

Please reject the Graham-Cassidy-Heller amendment. Several members of my family have serious ilinesses and live in
states which are likely to request waivers for coverage of pre-existing conditions if the amendment were to pass. They
won't be able to afford their treatments without adequate insurance. Without treatment, they will die. My family isn't
unique. This story will play out in millions of American families.

Every major doctor's organization, hospital organization, and patient advocacy group has made statements against this
amendment. Less than 20% of the American people support it. There is no good argument in favor of it.

Please do what's best for the American people and support bi-partisan fixes for the ACA, with proper hearings including
expert testimony.

Rachel Unkefer
Charlottesville, VA

11



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ~ april lowery <—>
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017'1:13 AM
To: ‘ gchcomments '

Hi, my name is April Lowery. | live In New York zip code - | am writing about the Graham-Cassidy bill currently in
the senate. | believe it is irresponsible and dangerous to pass legislation without a comprehensive assment or the time
to debate the contents of the bill. The American people have a right to know what is in it and not be lied to from either
side of the aisle. Please take into consideration the recommendations from the various associations representing the
people of this great country. There are real peoples lives on the line. Please dont rush a vote and put party before the
people.

12



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

MR . - _

?
From: Larry and Ellen Marschall
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please register our strong opposifion to the Graham Cassidy Bill

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As parents of a son who depends on Medicaid for his health---and as citizens of our great nation--- we strongly oppose
the proposed changes in the Graham Cassidy bill that is before you for consideration. The changes will gut a program
that, though flawed, deserves fixing rather than repeal---and does nothing to address the two most important goals of
legislation for the health of our nation (1) Increased access for all citizens; and (2) Lower medical and prescription drug
costs.

The Graham Cassidy bill appears to be rushed to the floor--only to meet a partisan deadline---and will not even receive
the CBO scrutiny in full before it presumably comes to a vote. Is that what serious legislators want to do? Isn't the
welfare of all citizens your prime concern, rather than some imagined loyalty to party or ideology?

Please do the right thing, rather than the "Right" thing...show some compassion, levelheadedness, snd moral strength
in this matter.

Yours truly,
Laurence and Ellen Marschall



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

]
From: Jacalyn Dougherty <8
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
ACA needs a lot of change. Work on changing what's wrong, not take away what we do have.

Jacalyn Dougherty



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathleen Moore <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:18 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

What you are all planning to do by repealing the ACA is not good for the American People. The only people who have a
problem with health insurance or all are people who do not bother to insure their home or vehicle, costing everyone
more in insurance. These are people who are not responsible. Then there are the congressmen like you all that want to
repeal the ACA, because corporate America has greased your palms. You are all shameful, and that monster in the
Whitehouse is out of control, because you allow it. | have a preexisting condition and worry | will never be able to afford
to retire. | realize rich people like you all do not have these concerns. Your concerns should be about us, not who will be
giving you money to vote a certain way. SHAME on you, ESPECIALLY SENATOR GRAHAM!



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

" A
From: Toodles <G
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:20 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No Graham Cassidy bill

Please vote no for the Graham Cassity Bill | am a person with disabilities who needs Medicare funds for my services
please vote no!!!
Robert Jones |l

Sent from my iPhone



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

.
From: Mike Archbold
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: 4 Comments

A couple of notes:

1) History shows that turning health care and insurance over to the states led to the massive numbers of uninsured. It
was George Bush

(#1) who "called on the states" (his own words) to innovate and fix the problem. And how would it be different this
time?

2) This bill will, unbelievably, bring back the dreaded health questionnaire and the practice of making insurance
unaffordable? Why do that when you could fix it?

3) The fix is to end the practice of group plans, and just sell individual plans on a single national exchange. That would fix
everything, since we would no longer divide people into very exclusive groups based on employer, if any, and who you
happen to be married to.

4) Whatever you do, don't call the individual market a free market.

This market is for people who cannot qualify for a group plan and you pay a lot more for a lot less. If you want a group
plan, you have to get a job with an employer whose policy you like. That is a major obstacle to purchase. A major
obstacle IS NOT a characteristic of a free market.

Mike Archbold



Wright, Kevin (Finance) .

From: Albert LeBlanc <

Sent: ‘ Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:23 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment on Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill

Members of my family have been helped in the past by Medicaid and Obamacare coverage. | oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill because it will have the effect of reducing effective coverage to poor people. Poor people deserve quality
healthcare as much as any American.

--Albert LeBlanc, — williamston, M\ I



.
L
d

From: B Zedan <D >

Wrig ht, Kevin (FiEance)

Sent: Satyrday, September 23, 2017 3:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy

My household and family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with affordability and accessibility of insurance is that my household is still paying off an emergency room visit from ten years
ago. Most of the people in my family are also freelancers and rely on the accessibility of the ACA to be able to afford health
care. My only sister has pre-existing conditions thanks to a car accident and repealing the ACA is dooming her to a short life.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Thank you,

Brenna Zedan
Portland, OR



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Annie Bourneuf

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:27 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: The Graham-Cassidy bill would hurt disabled Americans

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

My son, who will be 3 soon, was born with muscular dystrophy.

I want to register my deep concern that he--and many, many other Americans who, through no fault of their
own, are born with disabilities--would be gravely harmed by the Graham-Cassidy bill, which would take a huge

amount of money out of Medicaid, including from non-expansion Medicaid populations.

I believe that you are, as Senators, morally obligated to weigh what it would mean to take away necessary
medical care for one of the most vulnerable groups in the US--children with disabilities.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. The goal should be to
work together to improve access to health care.

Health care is a matter of life and death. It is much too important to make into an arena for partisan point-
scoring.

Sincerely,

Annie Bourneuf
Chicago, Illinois



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Bonnie smith 4T

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill- Please Consider the Damages

Dear Financial Committee Members,

| ask you to reconsider the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill. Please have regular order to discuss its contents
and debate the ramifications of this very destructive legislation to so many people. We need the CBO score
before proceeding with voting. If not vote no. | have the privilege of volunteer teaching of many adults to
increase their literacy to get better jobs. They must have the healthcare for themselves and their children to
be able to do their jobs and run their homes. |, additionally, help people to complete their taxes so | know
that there are many seniors such as myself who cannot increase their incomes. We must have affordable
healthcare whether it is Medicare, Medicaid or Affordable ACA or private insurance. | beg your for the many
" people, | help in my community. These people as well as myself must have the confidence that pre-existing
conditions will be covered and treated with affordable care and medications. You cannot help your genetics
but you can work within it.
Sincerely,

Bonnie L. Smith
Williamsburg, vA D



Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stephen V. Kobasa <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The Senate and the Senate Finance Committee must reject Graham-Cassidy and protect the
healthcare of millions of Americans.

Stephen V. Kobasa
New Haven, Connecticut (i



Wright, Kevin (Finance) c

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Dickman <
Satyrday, September 23, 2017 3:38 PM
gchcomments

Please Reject Graham-Cassidy!

Finance Committee,

Are you loyal to the American people or to an ideology that will destroy them -- while letting a

few wealthy individuals get richer?
4

The newest version of Trljmpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.

Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees. it
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Please do the right thing -- for all Americans!
Steve Dickman

Vestal, New York-



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Beth Wittcoff <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:39 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Helath Care Ammendment

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Please consider this email my statement for the record. 1 oppose the Graham Cassidy Amendment for many reason, Firstly it has not
been debated nor marked up. It has not received a CBO score are the two lack of process that should occur. normal order of business.
Further, it does not guarantee coverage for pre-existing conditions, rips medicaid away from children , elderly and the poor. Most
importantly there is not one reputable medical organization or patient organization that does not oppose this bill.( American Hospital
Association, ALS, American Cancer Society, March of Dimes American Heart Association AARP, etc. etc.

Your first duty is to recommend against this bill, Your second duty, if it does come to the floor, that each of you vote no.

Respectfully,
Beth A. Wittcoff

Southboro, MA (Il



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cindy Bregor <

Sent: Saturday, September 23 2017 3:40 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care bill to repeal and replace Obamacare

To all,

What kind of politician thinks it's a good idea to take health care away from the poor, disabled, sick and
-elderly?

What kind of politician thinks it's a good idea not to cover pre- existing conditions?

What kind of politician thinks it's a good idea to make it difficult for women to receive health care services
including constitutionally protected abortions?

What kind of politician thinks it's a good idea to allow the insurance companies to control health care?

What kind of politician thinks it's a good idea to destroy health care for so many because of a false promise to
destroy Obamacare because it's Obamacare?

What kind of man or woman are you?

Are you the kind that wants to be remembered for helping those less fortunate? Are you the kind who has values
and beliefs that transcend petty politicals?

The kind of person you are demands a NO vote! Please do the right thmg'

We are watching and waiting.

Thank you,

Cynthia Bregor



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Henry Lopez <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4.06 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: AGAINST Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Legislation

| am against the proposed Graham-Cassidy healthcare biil!

Sincerely,

Henry Lopez



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Renee Amori <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:07 PM -
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators of the Committee,

My name is Renee Amori, MD. | am a practicing physician writing today to voice my opposition to the proposed health
care bill known as the Graham-Cassidy bill. | have practiced as a physician before and after the ACA, and before and after
the Medicaid expansion in the state of Pennsylvania. The ACA has saved lives and continued health care services for
thousands in my state.

| feel the current bill would be a giant step backwards in the health of my patients and the country. The ACA has flaws
that need to be addressed, but Graham Cassidy is not the way to address these. This bill has the potential to limit access
to care, and force struggling urban and rural hospitals to close. The most vulnerable citizens of the United States stand
to suffer immensely.

| urge you to vote against this bill.

Thank you for your time.

Renee E. Amori, MD FACE

Sent from my iPad



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tassler, Nina <\ -

Sent: ' Saturday, Septemb_er 23,2017 4:07 PM
To: gchcomments o
Subject: NO ON CASSIDY-GRAHAM

As a woman, mother, sister, daughter - this bill is hateful and cruel, hurting the most vulnerable in our country - children
and the elderly. Not to mention a fatal blow to all of women's reproductive health care.

Sent from my iPhone



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura Cook <~>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:08 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill - I'm a pre-existing condition

Issue one: Pre-existing condition

I'm a 52 year old woman who was diagnosed with Hodgkins in 2008. | was lucky that it was caught at an early stage.
There was never a chance of it being fatal, still | went through a year of treatment that without proper coverage would
have cost me more than 100,000.

At the time | was in my early 40’s and well employed, making just under 100K. | have a master’s degree. | have never had
trouble getting work or getting good work.

Without proper coverage | would have gone deeply in debt. Without treatment | might have died.

Now.l am a pre-existing condition. Without protection | risk going deeply into debt.

I am one of hundreds of thousands in the same situation.

Do not allow a bill to pass that leaves the pre-existing condition protection at risk or to the will of states.

Issue two: Medicaid
I’'m lucky that with luck ! will likely never need Medicaid. This is not a gray issue. It is morally wrong to leave people
without the means to pay for healthcare without support.

We all need government. We need to it work for us, not against us. Where is the moral center?
This country is in a precarious balance between maintaining a position to lead and slipping into meaninglessness. We are

already a laughing stock with this president. Why wouldn’t the world simply turn away from us in disgust? And where
will that leave us? Those of us who continue to live here feel our trust wildly slipping away.

Vote no on this bill.
Improve what’s not working in the ACA.

Stop acting like children.

Laura Cook
New York NY



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

€

From: Tammy Lattner <_>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:08 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing.

This is in regards to Graham-Cassidy Hearing, on 9/25/17. My name is Tammy Lattner and my address is 2403 Antler Ridge Drive,
in Asbury lowa. 1 STRONGLY oppose this bill.

My 24 year old daughter was diagnosed with kidney cancer 5 weeks before she was to start law school at the University of
Pennsylvania, in July of 2015. She had surgery that summer and decided she would go forward with her plans to start law school that
August, as long as her heath stayed status quo. Iam proud to say that so far she is fulfilling her dream and she will graduate in May
2018 with her law degree, and has accepted a position in a Chicago law firm post graduation.

She is a smart, contributing member of society. She has volunteered for numerous organizations, and has always been greatly
involved in school activities, whether in high school, college or now grad school. She did not ask for cancer. She should not be
penalized because she has this monkey on her back for the rest of her life. How dare anyone think that she should. She has a pre-
existing condition that she never asked for and does not deserve. She will ALWAYS be at risk for this monster to return. How cold
and just plain mean of people who disregard the need to protect people with pre-existing conditions as well as creating lifetime
caps. As a mother, and a nurse who has worked in healthcare for 30 years, 1 passionately oppose this bill.

Thank you for your time,

Tammy Lattner



Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bernadette Spencer <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:.08 PM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Graham Cassidy Comments

My name is Bernadette Spencer, and | am emailing you to comment on the Graham-Cassidy bill before you. |
implore you all to vote against this bill. | am very worried about the financial impact on myself and family if
provisions mandating coverage of pre-existing conditions and universal birth control are rescinded.

| have endometriosis, a chronic condition that can never be cured and is partially managed by hormonal -
contraceptives. Thanks to Obamacare, | have been able to secure relatively affordable insurance coverage
regardless of my employment status. During a stint in Washington State, | was able to secure Medicaid coverage
while | was in between jobs that ensured that | could continue to job hunt without being in extreme pain. If these
coverage guarantees were to disappear, | would be chained to jobs and possibly be forced to purchase insurance
that would not help me.

‘| implore on my behalf, and the behalf of those who rely on Medicaid expansion funds and other Obamacare
provisions, to do everything to oppose this bill. Our lives literally depend on it.

Bernadette Spencer



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Charles Bradley Jr <Ny -

"~ Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:08 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Care Bill

I and my family and many friends depend on good, comprehensive health care. Graham-Cassidy won't do
that. If Congress thinks it is a good deal they should wait to see how many people would be left out. Giving
block grants to the states will allow for lack of coverage when the money runs out. It will also allow states to
prohibit many of the kinds of care provided by the ACA. I do not want those with pre-existing conditions to -
have to pay more or to not be covered. Democrats and Republicans need to work together to improve on the
ACA. Before we pass a health care bill, we need to know what it would cost, how it will affect insurance
premiums, and how many people will be hurt or helped by it. Graham-Cassidy is an attempt to rush something
through without finding out these things or it is an attempt to get a bad bill through before anyone can find out
how bad it is going to be.
Susanna Bradley, County Bd. Supervisor, Columbia County, Wisconsin

Portage, Wisconsin,



Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Len <\

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Bill

The following groups and Associations oppose the passage of the Graham-Cassidy health care bill.

American Association of Retired People, ALS Association, American Medical Association, Blue Cross/Blue
shield, America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP), American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American
diabetes Association, American Heart Association, American Lung Association, Arthritis Foundation, Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation, Family Voices, JDRF, Lutheran Services of America, March of Dimes, National Health
Council, National Association of Medicaid Directors, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, National Organization
of Rare Diseases, Volunteers of America, and Women Heart.

The following support passage of the Graham-Cassidy health care (tax relief) bill.

The Koch brothers and Shelden Adelson — the masters who apparently control your thoughts and
* 4 actions. ' '

If you had any integrity, you would put the health and welfare of those you are supposed to be serving above the
selfish interests of a few donors, and oppose this immoral bill which will be hurtful to millions of your fellow
Americans.

The Graham-Cassidy bill currently under consideration in the United States Senate will have the following results if
passed:

1. Lifetime caps, annual caps, and higher charges for seniors under 65 are all back.
2. Mandatory essential benefits are eliminated. Junk policies are back.
3. Medicaid expansion vanishes. Millions will lose or be unable to obtain insurance. These people disproportionally

will be children and the disabled. Essentially those who have the greatest need and the least capability.

4. Premiums will go up for everybody and they will sky rocket for those who are below 400% of the poverty level.
5. There will be massive funding cuts to states. This will result in slashing programs and/or higher state level taxes.
6.  States will not be able to keep pre-existing condition exceptions because individual mandates will be eliminated.

This shrinks the risk pool and will increase costs.

7. This bill has been written in secret and will have no CBO score when voted upon. This bill only serves the
political interests of 12% of Americans and cynically ignores the health needs of the other 88% of Americans. We
want quality health care at an affordable cost. This will require care, due diligence, and an open bi-partisan
approach.

Sincerely,

Leonard Lingo
Denver, Colorado



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Meredith Nemirov

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

Dear Senators, '

I am writing to urge you to stop sabotaging the ACA and fully fund it. All these alternatives that are bemg
proposed are not sufficient. I would also like to see research into establishing a single

payer option too. Do not vote for Graham Cassidy’s bill at the hearing on Monday.

Please enter my statement as expressed above into the record for the Senate Finance Committee Graham-
Cassidy hearing on Monday.

Sincerely,

Meredith Nemirov

Ridgway, Colorado



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marisa Natale <(SEEENIGEGEGEGNGGGY -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham Cassidy

Hello,

[ am writing to comment on Graham-Cassidy, the much discussed healthcare legislation. My family and I
depend on access to quality, affordable healthcare in order to fulfill the American promise of pursuing life,
liberty and happiness. My younger brother has a disability that he takes medication for, which helps him
succeed in school, and that medication would be completely unaffordable without health insurance. My mother
has chronic late-stage Lyme disease, and she recently lost her job, which is causing my entire family to panic,
because her medication is very expensive. She infuses with doxycycline through an IV line, at a cost of $1,000
per bag of antibiotics. She uses one per day. Even with an insurance plan that so far has covered 90% of her
medication costs, the burden on my family has been immense. However, we are very lucky that we have had
any insurance at all. As a teenager, I watched my best friend's mother die of cancer that could have been easily
caught and treated if only she had access to preventative screenings. Graham Cassidy would ruin the lives of
people like me, my mother and my brother, and create more people like my best friend's mother, who left her
teenage daughter alone in this world too soon, simply because she could not afford the care she needed.

The ACA is not perfect; rising premiums have also caused my family to struggle. But I would rather see a
thoughtful, bipartisan effort to address its shortcomings or reform the system than a rushed, cruel, thoughtless
bill that only helps the insurance CEOs who don't need any more help making money. Please save our
healthcare. Thank you.

Best,

Marisa Natale, MA Resident
B.A. Clark University, '17



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bryan Barbee < (N NG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health care

I lost my job and healthcare at 56 in 2008. My family at the time included 3 kids to get through College. My
wife had a job and 3 yrs latter after many freelance jobs I was hired to a job that payed half of the salary of my
previous job. My wife was diagnosed with MS a year later and after 5 years is now on Medicare and retired. [
am a diabetic with several work related injuries and waiting until 2 years from now to retire. My 401k
disappeared getting my kids out of College. They graduated and have jobs but 2 are in heavy debt. So now the
Republicans want to cut Medical insurance and Social Security for Seniors. Well boys you got all. My "Golden
Years" are looking just dandy.

Bryan Barbee



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: David King < >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Supposed Health Care

Sirs and Madams..

Have you lost your damn minds? Seriously, have you given up all pretense of giving one tiny iota of care about
the health of ALL Americans? You care more about "keeping a promise" , which said promise was one of THE
most stupid things you've done, than you do about ALL Americans. You CONTINUE to stick a hot poker up
the little guys back door all the while making sure the millionaires and billionaires of this country have enough
money for their yacht payments. You sicken me to death. Hey! That's what you want. An America that DIES
because they can't afford reliable, decent and affordable healthcare. More money for your buddies, right? Take a
look at other countries and how they do it and forget this nightmare that keeps rising from the dead like a
freakin' zombie. Get your SH*T together and , I don't know, WORK with the other party to get great health care
passed. or do you just mouth the words? Quit pretending you give a damn and really fix things for the good of
ALL. Yes, I'm mad and I have a right to be. You idiots couldn't find your ass with both hands. I will continue to
be angry, as will MILLIONS of other Americans, until you put politics aside and HELP US!

David King
Monroe, NC



Wrig ht, Kevih (Finance)

From: Mona Kanin < (. -
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: #Greedvs.Humanity

September 23

To Whom It May Concern;

I'm a 66 year old professional, mother and grandmother. | took care of my great-aunt
when she was in her 80s. She never married and had no children, but she was an intelligent,
productive and upstanding American. She loved to work and for over 60 years, she was never
out of a job.Her life was comfortable. She rented a studio apartment and had friends, but with
all her hard work, she never made enough money to save a dime. If she were still alive today,
she'd be crushed, metaphorically and emotionally by the terrible and cruel Graham/Cassiby
bill. Without money for medical care in her late years, she would simply die.

" i fight for morality and principals every day and my great-aunt is one of my
touchstones. Speaking of principals. How did people like Graham and Cassidy become so
proficient and callus about lying? Is-this how you'd like the next generations of America to
grow up?

Do we have to reform health care in this country? Certainly.
- Do we have to look at what other nations do (since they have better and less expensive
healthcare than we)? Yes.
Do we have to go back to that time when money didn’t run politics? Of course.
Because we are already losing our Democracy to people like the Koch Brothers, people
who fund the GOP. ‘

Thank you for listening.
Sincerely,

Mona Kanin -
Brooklyn, NY



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: _ Diana Tibor <G >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA

For the record. I am against the current Graham Cassidy bill before the Senate. It does not help American
citizens. It is dangerous

Diana Tibor

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: penny Egan </ENSEEED

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

As an employee of a local Emergency Department, I have often seen what happens when people
do not have adequate health insurance. It is a travesty that this country has under
consideration putting many of our citizens in that position.

This bill is morally wrong !l!



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH

Many families, men women, and CHILDREN rely on quality, affordable healthcare. The idea of ramming this vote through
without WAITING for the CBO score is ridiculous and appears to be based on the Sept. 30th deadline for the majority vote
issue. Because of this, | OPPOSE the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a BIPARTISAN Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, NOT repeal it. Shame on you if you pass this bill. Shame.....



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Congress,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As someone who is
over 55, and a breast cancer survivor, if | could obtain any insurance at all under this bill it would be unaffordable. And as |
am sure you know, my case is like that of millions of other Americans, and, there are still millions more who have other,
even more serious medical situations who would be in the same situation.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Nancy Navarro



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol jordan < i

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:22 PM
To: . gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy bill
Hello,

I am writing about the upcoming vote on the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Members of my family depend on quality, affordable healthcare. It's the difference between life and death.
Thirty years ago, my husband's life was saved with kidney transplant that gave him a new chance at life.

Because of the importance of healthcare to my family, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I would like to see a bi-partisan Congressional effort to IMPROVE the ACA, not REPEAL it.

(_Zarol 4J ordan
Redwood City; CA .



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jason Kerr

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Title Of Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date of the Hearing: September 25, 2017

Full Name: Jason A. Kerr

Address:

| am writing to oppose this bill, which state Medicaid directors are united in opposing. This bill would shift significant
financial risks to the states without providing the states with means to develop infrastructure adequate to handle
those risks. This approach is a recipe for failure, but more is at stake here than the embarrassment of the United
States Senate and the fiscal well-being of the states: people will die because of this bill. People | love were
uninsurable before the Affordable Care Act: one suffers from mental iliness, and having access to care these past
several years has literally saved her life. Another has a child who was born with a rare condition that was rectified
shortly after birth, but that nevertheless constitutes a pre-existing condition of the sort that, pre-ACA, meant
immediate rejection from insurers. Passing this bill would put these dear friends' lives in jeopardy.

Thie'price’ projections for various procedures and conditions currently circulating on the internet cannot-be -
responsibly fact-checked, due in part to the haste with which this bill has been assembled and its being designed to
thwart CBO scoring. They are nevertheless alarming. Passing a bill of this scope without adequate knowledge as to
its effects would go beyond irresponsible to being outright callous. | echo Sen. McCain's recent statement for a
return to regular order in the Senate.

News reports last week quoted Sen. Grassley as saying that this bill exists only because of Republicans' desire to
"repeal Obamacare." Scoring political points against the former president and his admirers is not adequate reason
to propose legislation, let alone pass it, especially when the lives of millions of Americans are at stake.

My se'nator,' Orrin Hatch, chairs this committee. As his constituent, 1 have called his office numerous times to oppose
the various health care bills that have been proposed this session. | am thoroughly tired of calling my senator and
asking him not to vote for legislation that will kill people | love. These bills value political gain over all else. They are
morally unconscionable, and they constitute a severe breach of the trust that We the People repose in our elected
representatives. Cease and desist, please. : ' ‘

Sincerely,
Jason A. Kerr'-
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Sue Bonadonna <IN -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

I am very concerned about this proposed bill and repeal of the ACA. I am a family physician and work in a low
income area of the Bronx in a community health center. So many of my patients did not have coverage before
the ACA and will lose it with this new bill. People die without health coverage as you know. They avoid
seeing the doctor until the cancer has spread. They don't get medication for diabetes and hypertension and die
of strokes and heart attacks and kidney failure.

We need a bipartisan effort to improve the ACA. I strongly opposed the Graham Cassidy bill.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sue Bonadonna
Bronx, NY

1



VVﬁght,Kevh1(Hnance)

From: Linda Connolly. <\ RN >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:22 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: for humane health care. no graham-cassidy.

a note to express my deep concern + dread for what will become of me and other
consumers of behavioral health services through medicare + medicaid.

the bill will do nothing to fix what is not working in aca + is actually very dangerous +
mean-spirited in its neglect of basic care for those who are differently abled / the elderly
/ already ill / children.

pls vote vs. this bill.

thank you.
- linda.

12



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Judie Anders

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:22 PM

gchcomments

Protect our healthcare and our country. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee, .

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. This along with the $700 billion defense budget will

bankrupt this country financially and morally!

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Judie Anders

SAN LUIS OBISPO, Californiiilll il
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Wrig ht, Kevin {Finance)

From: R
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:21 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: . Healthcare decision

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
is full of times when mine or my children's health has been positively affected by having healthcare available. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Mary Hussaini

Cullowhee, NC
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Henry Strozier <

Sent: Saturday, September 23 2017 4:21 PM
To: ) gchcomments

Subject: Vengeance

To Whom It May Concern;

It concemns all of us, and I doubt this will ever be read by any human being, but the main idea behind the so-
called "Graham-Cassidy" bill is just another attempt to undo the work of a fine President, who just happened to
be not all white, by a bunch of cowards who don't give a damn about the people of America, and only care for
the tons of money they will rake in from being bought out by the Insurance companies, but ,if you have a brain,
you know this. However, I guess you have to pretend to care what the public think, which is nice, because it's
something that is never even considered by anyone in the Trump cabinet or the Republican house and Senate.

If you think this letter is too political, you're right, because that's what this travesty (Read Paul Krugman's
article on it in the New York Times) is all about.

A‘nd,- as | jusf eaid, you already know it.

Sincerely,
Henry Strozier

Brookfyn, NY -

15



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lindsey Biel < >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:20 PM

To: gchcomments » ’
Subject: ' Aca repeal

I am a pediatric occupational therapist in NYC and the author of two books regarding helping kids with special
needs. The proposed Cassidy-Graham plan would devastate services for my clients who range from babies to
teens with autism to physical disabilities . Medicaid reimbursement, already seriously problematic, would leave
hundreds of thousands of people without coverage. It's an outrage!! I can hardly afford my own insurance as it
is.

I am disgusted by the cruel and heartless politicians that would even consider such horrific legislation!!!

LINDSEY BIEL, M.A., OTR/L

Occupational Therapist

Author, Sensory Processing Challenges: Effective Clinical Work with Kids & Teens
Co-author, Raising a Sensory Smart Child, foreword by Temple Grandin

S ———
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa May < gy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:20 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I'm appalled at this bill and all the lies Republicans are telling about it. It does NOT protect people with pre-existing
- conditions. It allows state insurers to charge people with pre-existing conditions higher premiums. That's not protection.
That's how it was before the ACA. It will also cut funds to many states and depend upon states' "creativity" to figure out
how to make it work. It's a disaster. Every respected association say so. The AMA, The American Cancer Society - the list
goes on and on. The fact that you're trying to get this passed shows how little you care about the American people.

Sent from my iPhone

17



Wright, Kevin (Finar;l_ce)

From: robyn jorgensen <m>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:20 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare Bill

You should be ashamed to even put your name on a bill such as this.

This country is more divided than ever among socio and economic backgrounds and now you want to even
widen that gap by taking away our healthcare.

For lower middle income families that are barely getting by taking away their healthcare will only drive them to
a lower economic scale pushing the to a welfare state where the states will have to carry the burdens in more
than one way. To this point | have only touched on the financial factors as it seems the GOP doesn't see
people only dollar signs but we need to also look at the human toll. More families torn apart due to illness and
inability to pay and even a freshman in high school can see that. Lost wages due to having to stay at home and
care for elderly or sick family members that otherwise might have had caregivers.

The bottom line is you know everything I've written is true but the GOP is just hell bent on keeping a campaign
promise that no one wants you to keep that will further divide and destroy this nation.

It's time you get with the American people or resign and get out of the way for a younger and more progressive
thinking person who is in touch with the people.

Thank you,
Robyn Jorgensen

18



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Prosser m>

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:19 PM

Sent:
To: gchcomments
Subject: Stop Graham-Cassidy

We all need affordable healthcare. Graham Cassidy is not it.

- I secure my insurance from the open market in New Mexico. For about $1,000 in total medical services and
pharmaceuticals, I pay nearly $6,000 in premiums. My nephew Silas will never be able to live on his own due
to a syndrome called P9 minus. Silas and his parents rely on Medicaid to make his life something more than

. vegetating at home.

I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it.

Nancy Prosser
Santa Fe, NM

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Walter Gray <UD >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:19 PM N
To: , gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy is not the answer

Graham-Cassidy is a cruel and mean-spirited bill. I know nothing about Senator Cassidy, but I
suspect the time will come when Senator Graham and his family will look with deserved shame on his

having sponsored this travesty.

Walter Gray
Middleton, WI
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrea Guiney <g>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| am not even 2 years in remission for Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, a cancer that, while not uncommon, is
extremely uncommon in a 50-year old. Thankfully | had medical insurance, and thankfully | had a tenacious
support system and medical team willing to fight with the insurance company to make sure | received the
appropriate standard of care.

If you open the door for states to determine that insurance companies could have the right to deny me
coverage for my preexisting condition, you put the future of my family and me at risk. Without medical
insurance coverage, we could not have afforded to treat my cancer, and | would have died. You cannot give
the option to deny coverage based on preexisting conditions.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Stop playing politics
. with’-pep'plel’s.-live’s and fu_tures. '

Sincerely,
. Andrea Guiney

Chandler, Arizona
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Ceil Gross < (GGG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Please do not repeal ACA. The Graham-Cassidy bill isn't even worthy of consideration. Fix the problems with ACA, it is
fixable. Return to regular order and work together. Restore funding and increase the sign up period. Stop playing politics
and do the job u were sent to D.C. to do!

Cecilia Gross

Marlboro NJ

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Vanessa Wallace <N NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Don't repeal Obamacare

Don't repeal Obamacare. Fix it instead. This destruction of American human rights and health and welfare is not worth
the campaign donations from rich ultra conservatives.

Thank you,

Vanessa Wallace
Lower Merion, PA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: JAMES DRISCOLL <y -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham/Cassidy

Stop your silly political revenge games. Fix what might be wrong with the Affordable Care Act. Everybody hates you; this
is a good chance to get back on the right track.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: barbara ward <D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: affordable healthcare

I am in my eighties and rely on affordable health care. Because of this | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As my medical
needs and expenses grow with every year my financial resources diminish. i would like to see a bipartisan effort to keep
and remedy the flaws in the ACA.

Sincerely,

Barbara Ward Stinson Beach CA

25



Becky Hustad
Wisconsin resident

Note: My husband of 24 years and | both work, both vote and we have well-adjusted, almost-grown children who will be
voting VERY soon. My husband’s job provides us with health care. He is a cancer survivor. We are grateful and one of the
main thoughts during his treatment was “what if | had to be fighting with insurarice companies while | am struggling to
keep my family going while my husband is fighting for his life?” | couldn’t imagine'it. Don’t make people fight with the
insurance companies during the worst moments of their lives.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Becky Hustad <

Sent: Saturday, September 23,2017 417 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

I am not in favor of the Graham Cassidy bill. Sounds like ALL states will lose out in 2026. Don’t pass it.
Do NOT take away protections for pre-existing conditions.

Do NOT remove requirements for essential health care coverages (for maternity care, newborn care, birth control,
mental health issues, substance abuse, rehab, prescription drugs). Safeguard future and current Americans.

Do NOT allow limits on how much can be spent for the elderly and sick individuals. Guaranteed coverage is important.

If you allow the protections above to be removed, the insurance companies will dump people and not allow coverage.
They don’t care about people’s lives. They are looking at their profits. Don’t allow this immoral behavior.

Do NOT allow a vote on this bill prior to receiving all of the data from the CBO. Rushing |t through to fulflll a campalgn
promlse is underhanded and not as important as the health of the American people.

We need the sick and the healthy in this system. Everyone! People in their 20s get horrible diseases too, they just
believe they won’t.

Major patient advocate groups and medical professionals are NOT in favor of this bill. They are the experts and help to
convey what the citizenry are wanting and needing. Listen to them.

Keep Medicaid expansion. Many people are now working multiple jobs (that don’t offer health care) to make ends meet.
This problem is.only going to get worse. Working for the same company with great health benefits for all of one’s life
isn’t really available for most of the population (due to automation and other changes in the economy).

The future of jobs and what our economy will look like in a decade is uncertain, having access to health care for
everyone could actually be great for business and the economy and the strength of our country. If people aren’t worried
about being wiped out by a catastrophic iliness, they might create new businesses. Seems like business would be better
able to compete on a global level if they weren’t always wondering how high next year’s health care costs were going to
go. Make the insurance companies work for us, they are inefficient and giving too much money to their CEOs.

Do not give block grants to the states. Some states (Wisconsin included) did not take the money offered through the
ACA. This was shortsighted...it was not ACA’s fault. Our state can’t even figure out how to fix the roads. and bridges,
please don’t let our legislature be in charge of people’s health. :

If you were running a business and had 50 manufacturing plants that were all in need of similar supplies, you would
request that vendors provide you with a quote for ALL of your locations and give you the best price. You would be
purchasing in quantity and they would want to give you a good deal in order to get your business. Do that for
prescription drugs and health care. Get better prices for all of us.

The ACA needs to be improved not repealed. The goal should be to cover everyone....the rich keep getting richer, the
poor poorer and those of us in the middle class are hanging on by our fingernails hoplng we don’t have a major illness
that wipes out our current way of llfe
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gena Eichenberg’ < SRR -
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:17 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy Hearing

As a 70 year old woman, I rely on affordable health care. Friends and family members are battling cancer & other pre-existing
conditions. I want a bipartisan effort to improve the ACA. DO NOT repeal it!

Gena Rae Eichenberg
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Heidi Ewing <A

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:17 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: "But if they are to die then let them die! And decrease the surplus population.” (AKA,

don't pass this bill)

In the George C. Scott version of A Christmas Carol, there is a moment as Scrooge and the Ghost of
Christmas Present stand invisible in the house owned by Scrooge’s employee Bob Crachit. Scrooge
asks if Crachit’s young disabled son will live, and is told no. After pleading with the spirit, this
exchange happens:

Present: But if he is to die, then let him die! And decrease the surplus population.

Scrooge: You use my own words against me?

Present: Yes! So perhaps, in the future, you will hold your tongue until you have discovered where
the surplus population is, and who it is. It may well be that, in the sight of Heaven, you are more
worthless and less fit to live than millions like this poor man’s child.

“Where the’surplus.population is, and who it is.” The surplus population. looks an.awful lot like me.

I’m 27, almost 28. | graduated college cum laude and earned a Masters’ degree in criminal justice,
and was on my way to my desired job - working in the UN opposing human trafficking and/or
genocide. But now | am disabled, working part time retail for barely any money.

| did everything right.

But when | was 15, | was diagnosed with major depressive disorder - clinical depression, the kind
where an issue in your brain causes it to produce less serotonin than necessary. Because Maryland
didn’t require mental health coverage in 2004/2005, | watched my.parents - a farmer and a
veterinary technician - shell out hundreds a month for my medication, psychiatric care, and
counseling. Imagine being a suicidal, depressed teenager being told that your insurance would
cover if you attempted to kill yourself or got put into an inpatient program, but not preventative
care.

Despite that, that episode was treated successfully with medication...
... but the one that started when | was 22 was not.

Alone and isolated in an unfamiliar city, earning my Masters’ degree, dealing with an uncooperative
thesis committee and a program-that practically ignored their Masters’ students, beginning to
experience severe, chronic full-body pain, and the slow, slow descent of my grandfather toward
death, that darkness crept back up again. '

But my family was dealing with the fall and eventual passing of my grandfather, and | didn’t want
to worry them - and | still didn’t have mental health coverage even though it was 2012 -- because |
was on my father’s small business plan and Maryland still didn’t require that coverage.

That’s what women do, yeah? We carry on.
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It wasn’t until | was in a Ph.D program, on my school’s health plan, that | finally saw a doctor. |
explained in tears about my depression, how I’d been diagnosed but hadn’t been able to seek help
for over a year since the new episode started, about how | didn’t think my medication was working
anymore, about the full-body pain I’d been experiencing for a year and a half.

That was when diagnoses started rolling in.

Generalized anxiety disorder caused by my masters’ thesis and program. Panic disorder, caused by
the anxiety. Later, ADHD, when we realized my medication had been blocking it for years.

And then the blg one: flbromyalg1a with a prellmlnary diagnosis on my 24t birthday.

Flbromyalgla is-a chromc pain disorder charactenzed by full-body pain. Mind tends to hang around
a 5 or 6 on the pain scale, which people will recognize as “interferes with tasks/concentration”,
but it can spike'to a 9 or 10 (“time for the hospital”) and as low as a 3 or 4 (“interferes with tasks
but not as bad as usual”). It also comes with a whole host of fun symptoms like

insomnia

irritable bowel syndrome

allodynia (unusual skin sensitivity)

paresthesia (unexplained tingling or numbness)

excessive sweating

extreme fatigue

sensitivity to fragrances, odors, bright lights, noise, medications, some foods, cold, heat,

other random things not included in that list

muscle spasms and tightness

stiffness upon waking up or staying in one position too long .

tension and migraine headaches

jaw and facial tenderness

-anxiety and depression

irritable bladder

reduced tolerance for exercise and muscle pain

feeling of swelling (without swelling) in hands and feet.
~ worsening symptoms at certain times, with fatigue, under stress, 1nact1v1ty, changes in the
“weather, overexertion, cold or drafty conditions, hormonal fluctuations, depression, and

other emotional factors

There is-no cure, and most medications only treat the symptoms. We don’t even know what it is
yet, just that it affects 2% of the population.

| was forced to drop out of my Ph.D program after almost failing out my second semester, and
moved home to get my life and health under control. 3 years and 200+ job applications later, all
I’ve been able to find are retail positions for low wages, part time, that don’t even come close to
scraping at my $80,000 student loan debt. At this rate | couldn’t afford to return to school anyway.
Now, at 27, | am the only one of my friends who has to use a cane to walk, and has to measure all
her activities -- like being social -- against the energy she needs for her job.

This has ruined my lifé, but thanks to the ACA, I’ve been able to mostly recover from my mental
illnesses and can manage my fibro... at least until the next time my depression decides that it’s
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time for me to fall back into that bottomless pit again. But right now, I’ll always have my mental
health coverage - and | can get in as soon as | feel it coming back, not a year later.

But under Graham-Cassidy, | have no recompense. | will have no mental health coverage. | will not
be able to get insurance because of my fibromyalgia.

I will have nothing.

There’s another part in the same A Christmas Carol movie, again with Present and Scrooge, this
time standing under a bridge watching a homeless family celebrating Christmas with two small
potatoes the man found in the road. Scrooge mistakenly asks “Why did you show me this? What has
it to do with me?” Present replies, “Are they not of the human race?”

Am I not of,fhé humah race?.
The,spi"rit 6pens his robe to reveal two filthy, corpse-like children, and states:

“They are your children! They are the children of all who walk the earth unseen! Their names are
Ignorance and Want. Beware of them, for upon their brow is written the word ‘doom!’ They spell
the downfall of you and all who deny their existence!”

A better name for the Graham-Cassidy bill'is perhaps not Ignorance and Want, but Malice and
Greed - and upon it is written doom, for me and millions of other Americans.

And now | have to look at Graham and Cassidy’s smug faces as they announced this bill, acting like
it was “so much better” for people who can’t afford health care to die from treatable conditions.
But they can stand there knowing they and their families will be covered, grinning like thieves
while approximately 19% of the country - nearly 56.7 million people - hold their breath, waiting to
know whether our lives are worth anything to these selfish, wealthy old men. -

And if you asked Graham and Cassidy this, about what this means for us, about what this means for
the least of these their religion orders them to help, | can’t help but wonder if we wouldn’t hear
the words of Ebeneezer Scrooge come from their mouths, too. But if they are to die, then let them
die! And decrease the surplus population.

And perhaps,ﬁ in the sight of heaven, they too are more worthless and less fit to live than 56.7
million other.disabled Americans like me.

-Heidi Ewing
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: “ ]

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:16 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: : Worst healthcare bill yet!

To Whom it May Concern:
Hi, my name is Lena Gilliam, and I'm a constituent from Chicago.

I'm calling to demand every senator to vote against the Cassidy-Graham ACA repeal bill.
It's appalling the Senate GOP is pushing through a bill without a CBO score instead of
working to strengthen the ACA's individual markets. The American people want a
bipartisan approach to repairing the ACA, not a repeal of it.

I'm only on my parent's insurance for one more year. | will be very sick without proper
coverage and access to medication. |

--Lena Gilliam
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Kaiser < NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:16 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Testimony: Graham-Cassidy Hea|thcare Bill
Senators -

, and all US citizens, rely on quality, affordable health care. Because of this, | STRONGLY OPPOSE the Graham-Cassidy
Bill. My personal experience is with pre-existing conditions. I've had both fibroids and bad knees and my husband had
to have a heart valve repair. These medical conditions developed over a number of years - more and more extensive
bleeding, more and more out-of-whack arrhythmia, progressive knee soreness to the point where | couldn't function at
work or otherwise - and would be considered “pre-existing”. These are not unusual physical conditions when, as in our
case, you're over 60. The surgeries were extremely expensive, and, luckily, we had good health insurance, so we could
afford them. Many, many, many people could not afford them, and either would have to sell assets, eventually
declaring personal bankruptcy, or would suffer and die prematurely. It's that simple. The figures already show that a
huge portion of personal bankruptcies are caused by medical bills.

Additionally - - = .. -+
1) Block grants have failed time and time again for poor and low income citizens - lots of proof of this - and

2) By no longer requiring that preexisting conditions be covered, or, alternatively, by allowing insurance companies to
raise prices to those w/ pre-existing conditions, you will allow millions of people to be deprived of adequate healthcare -
either because a state won’t cover it or because people won’t be able to afford it!

3) By shoving everything to the states, you're also forcing every insurance company to deal w/ different requirements
and policies in each state - a business nlghtmare ) (One of the reasons most insurance compames oppose Graham-
Ca55|dy)

This is a terrible bill for all sorts of reasons - proven by the fact that the authors have NOT been willing to put it through
anything that even looks like regular review and process!" Where are the hearings with participation by insurance
companies, the public, medical organizations, hospitals, etc. - all who will be affected? Where is floor debate and
discussion and the chance to offer amendments? It is just unconscionable that the Senate would vote on this without a
CBO analysis!!! Healthcare affects everyone and is a huge portion of the economy: If anything should go through
Regular Order, this should! .

Please listen to the citizens of this country! Huge numbers of constituents (i.e., AARP, League of Women Voters, etc.)
and almost every medical group is opposed to this legislation! Only 12% of people were for the ACA Repeal that was
defeated in July' Most people want the ACA improved, not repealedI

Many, many other countries have solved their healthcare problems. Why not us’?'  want to see a by- partlsan effort to
improve the ACA - similar to what Senators Murray and Alexander have initiated. The:Graham-Cassidy Bill is terrible and
the “process" is worse! Senators need to come up with something that stabilizes the healthcare market and then
proceeds to bi-partisan improvements to the ACA. '

Barbara Kaiser & Ken Agle
Menlo Park, CA

- 34



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peter Morley < (IR >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:16 PM
To: ) gchcomments
Subject: . Please Save The ACA

My name is Peter Morley. | am want to share my healthcare journey with you.

| have had 9 surgeries in 10 years

| have 17 different doctors that manage my care

In 2007 | was disabled from a fall off a ladder

| have had 3 failed spinal surgeries o

| was diagnosed incidentally with kidney cancer in 2011

I lost part of my right kidney, but | fought my way into remission last year.
| have had two neuro surgeries for a benign pituitary tumor.

2 carpal tunnel surgeries

1 surgery to remove a malignant melanoma

in 2013, | was diagnosed with what has become my primary health concern to-date: Lupus, which is an
autoimmune disease when activated, creates autoantibodies that attack not only an invading infection, but
will turn and continue to destroy healthy cells and organs, thus causing inflammation known as a Lupus flare.

Therefore, | must be checked frequently by my rheumatologist.

Despite my health challenges, | have flourished by the continuity of care provided to me by the Affordable
Care Act. | am alive because of the ACA. And | am grateful to be here. As someone who has successfully
navigated the ACA, | know how essential it is to protect our care. | also know that due to my advancing

diagnoses | am thankful and appreciative for every day.

I take 38 different medications yearly, 15 daily and receive 12 life saving infusions yearly for for my Lupus.
Without the Affordable Care Act, | could not afford to pay for these medications and would lose access to my

team of doctors. As a result, my disease would progress and | would die.

Peter Morley

New York, NY—
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susannah Saunders <~>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:16 PM
To: A gchcomments
Subject: Please let my family keep ourselves healthy

My husband has heart disease through no fault of his own. He eats a healthy diet and cycles three hours a day.
We now eat a low fat, vegetarian diet to combat the build up of plaque in his arteries caused by genetics.

My daughter was born with asthma. My children were raised on whole grains, low fat meals, deserts only on
special occasions, and always drank water, never soda. I listened to my dentist when he said soda will rot their
teeth and only to have it on very special occasions like their birthday. They have exercised regularly and take
care of their health.

I have medications I take on a daily basis I could have never afforded without AFA. I can get my colonoscopies
covered. I hope to avoid the colon cancer both my father and mother were afflicted by with these tests which
can detect precancerous polyps and remove them before they become an expensive cancer treatment cost.

My sister had ovarian cancer she survived, but the treatments caused Multiple Sclerosis. She has to have yearly
MRIs, take expensive experimental drugs to keep her disease from causing her death.

Any of these conditions could cause our premiums to rise under this poorly defined healthcare bill. We would
no longer be able to afford coverage and could die early as a result.

I hope you can find it in your heart to protect my family from catastrophic disease and death by voting no on
this bill.
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Wright. Kevin (Finance)

From: Tricia Hedin <RSI

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:15 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill comment

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My state
would be hit the hardest by Medicaid cuts. I have a pre-existing condition of incurable glaucoma which
requires regular specialized testing and expensive eye drops to prevent blindness. In addition, my son lives in
Nevada and relies on Obamacare for his health coverage due to being a contract employee. I would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Tricia Hedin

Eugene, Oregon

37



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

? L
From: DAVID TALLEY <Ny

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 72017 4:15 PM
To: gchcomments; Icantrell@thearcofva.org
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Please do not vote for this bill. If you are someone who depends on medicaid, because you were
born with a life long disability, but not with a rich family, what would you do for medical care? All of
our institutions have been taken away. So many people with disabilities, that can't work, now live in
the community. This is good, but what can they fall back on if they lose medicaid. Please keep
Medicaid and don't reduce it in any way. Sheila Talley, mother of a 48 yr. old son, who can not
speak. Someone must speak for him.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica Diamond <Y

Sent: Saturday, Septembevr 23,2017 414 PM
To: ~ gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
this would harm American citizens, leading to unnecessary and unprecedented suffering, pain, bankruptcy and loss of
life..

This bill is a violation of the public trust and of the senate' duty to protect the welfare of all Americans. Reductions in
funding overall, plus ending coverage for reproductive health care, diverting funding to block grants that sunset in 2026,

all will be terrible for American families and will be devastating for families with family members who are medically,
cognitive and psychologically vulnerable.

Allowing insurance companies to reinstate lifetime caps and to end coverage for preexisting conditions -- all. terrible
changes that imperil all Americans, Democrat and Republican, rich and poor of all faiths and races alike.

Deliver us from this evil and cruel legislation. Start over with bipartisan leadership and public input like we deserve in
congruence with American values, norms and institutions.

Sincerely,
Jessica Diamond

Jessica Diamond
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Navarro <\ IRy
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Senate Finance Committee members:

I am writing to strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill, which is draconian in scope of
its damage to Americans' healthcare coverage and is actually cruel, in that it will result
in loss of coverage for extremely low income Americans, children, seniors, and those
with disabilities. It would also be a threat to coverage for middle class citizens if and
when they experience a chronic or acute iliness or injury that impacts their health, most
likely in their 50's and 60's. It even eliminates the mandate for employer

coverage. The fact that its proponents are trying to leverage Senators considered to be
undecided, promising them benefits for their state's citizens that will not be offered in
other states, is a deceitful ploy, and should be called out as such.

Smoke and mirrors:

1) It claims to allow states to make their own decisions on heaithcare, yet it strips away
the federal funding required for them to provide adequate healthcare coverage to their
citizens.

2) It ends expanded Medicaid in all the states that welcomed this (about half of all
states), while promising extra dollars (though woefully insufficient dollars) to states
whose governors did not expand Medicaid for their citizens. This is a form of bribery.
3) It leaves it up to each state to decide a) whether or not to protect people with pre-
existing conditions from obtaining affordable coverage; b) whether or not to allow a
lifetime cap on those who have lifelong ilinesses or effects of injuries; and c) what kinds
of coverage can be dropped: maternity leave, behavioral health treatment, dental, etc.

Worst of all, it avoids bipartisanship altogether, which means it avoids the normal
process of legislative work: committee hearings, months of discussions among senators
from both parties, and amendments to the current bill which has been sprung on
everyone for a quick vote. In short, it violates the principles of our legislative branch,
rushing through a bill of this magnitude on our economy and the well-being of our
citizens.

Please, if you are a Republican in the Senate, do not vote "lock step," selling out to the
notion that you promised to end. Obamacare with a bill, ANY bill. .This would not
"replace" Obamacare, it would only repeal it, ending coverage for millions, including for
300,000+ in my state of New Mexico.

Instead, Work with the other side of the aisle to carve out a compromise that will fix
Obamacare, rather than dismantle our entire healthcare structure in this country.

Thank you.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chris Ianni <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: AGAINST THIS AWFUL BILL

| am vehemently opposed to this last ditch effort by four Republican men behind closed doors trying to rewrite
1/6 of our economy. It appears | am not alone, in that no medical groups, insurance groups, health care advocacy
groups, in fact few Americans are in favor of this bill. It is irresponsible to vote on something without a CBO score. It is
unconscionable to hurt the most vulnerable, our seniors and children, by ending Medicaid expansion. It is dishonest to
say that states will have more power and flexibility to provide services if the money is not there for them to provide
those services. It’s simply washing your hands of the problem and telling governors to handle it, knowing that they are
required to have balanced budgets. It is deceitful to say preexisting conditions are covered, when you then place those
people in high risk pools that will make insurance so unaffordable that in effect they are not covered.

This bill is an assault on women’s health in that it defunds Planned Parenthood, and | have no doubt that
contraceptives, maternity care, and pediatric care will be the first of the essential benefits to disappear. And the BRIBES
being offered to Alaska and Montana in exchange for votes are truly unethical. Speaking of unethical, it is quite clear this
bill does not put the health and well-being of constituents ahead of the Republican donor class. It is a sad day for
America when Republicans care more about their next election than the health and welfare of those they are elected to
cepresent. o , . R AR, _ , : o

Disappointed and Disgusted Citizen, - .
Christine lanni :

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Janice West |l NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

| had bladder tumors 15 years ago. Fortunately it was not cancer but | have been denied insurance because of it... until
ACA. My husband and | are small business owners. We pay taxes and contribute to our small community. We are able to
do that because, thanks to the ACA, we are not constantly worrying about losing everything if one of us becomes sick or
has an accident. Please stop torturing people with these terrible plans. Listen. Pay attention to those who care for
patients. Take your time. Make bipartisanship part of the solution.

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: _

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do it right

Your finance committee needs to spend weeks on hearings on the repeal and replace bill. You need to actually hear from
all the constituents as you did for the affordable care act. It is not fulfilling a promise to pass an unstudied bill. You need
information and time to make a considered decision. Please show some spine.

Martha J. Smith
North Bend, Washington
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kari Kells <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not a partisan
effort to repeal it. That's because | rely on quality, affordable healthcare.

Despite having a chronic, pre-existing condition that prevented me from continuing to use my Masters Degree to work
for employers that offered benefits packages, | work my tail off to make very little money. | absolutely require
AFFORDABLE healthcare.

Sincerely, Kari Kells

Olympia, WA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: elissa gersh?n < I
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Preserve Medicaid and the ACA!

Dear Senate Finance Committee members:

I am writing to plead with you to oppose the Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill and work in a bipartisan way to shore
up the ACA markets to make sure that people like my niece will be able to have health care. My niece was
diagnosed at age 11 with a rare heart defect. Normally infants receive this diagnosis when they experience
heart failure but Talia was lucky--hers was detected during a routine physical. Because she lives in
Massachusetts, her care (including pre-op, surgery, and post-op) was completely covered by MassCare, the
precursor to the ACA. As a single mother, my sister would have gone bankrupt if she needed to pay for her
daughter's lifesaving treatment but amazingly, her care cost her almost nothing. I worry that if the ACA and its
protections for people with pre-existing conditions is repealed, she will not be able to get affordable health care
in her lifetime. At age 14, she should not have to look forward to that nightmare. Moreover, what about the
thousands of other children who need lifesaving, unexpected health treatment. Whether they live or die should
not.depend on’their family income or which state they live in.

As an advocate for people with disabilities for more than 20 years, I also know first hand the importance of
Medicaid to their health and quality of life. If Medicaid is block granted, capped, or cut, many of my clients
will undoubtedly die or face the prospect of life in institutional settings. As a woman and mother, I am appalled
at the targeting of women in this bill including the defunding of Planned Parenthood and the removal of
protections for pre-existing conditions like pregnancy.

The lives of millions of people are in your hands. Please do not play games with their lives for the sake of
short-term political gain.

Respectfully spbmitted,
Elissa Gershon
L_________B
Berkeley, CA GEID)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) i

From: Christine Tassari <SRG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:12 PM
To: . "~ gchcomments
Subject: : Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

-Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
t am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
| want it kept at the federal level!!!!

Christine Tassari
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Wrighf, Kevin (Finance)

From: colleen cariton <( i NNGEGEGNRGGNGGNNY

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:11 PM '
To: gchcomments ‘ ' ;
Subject: Graham/Cassidy

I'm a retired teacher. | spent 27 years of my life in service to my country. | saved and lived frugally so so that 1 could
enjoy a life after teaching. I'm on the individual market and now may be faced with spending all my retirement savings
on health insurance. And yet, I'm in a better position than most. | urge you to care for our neediest, our youngest, our
disabled, our elderly. Passing of this bill will be devastatmg and it's infuriating to have to ask you to care about
Americans. Please kill this bill.

Colleen Carlton
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brenda Davis </ >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear elected officials:

You represent me. You represent us - We The People. Yet the actions of the Senate are jeopardizing the well
being of the people you were sent to Congress to work for.

The Koch brothers have poured $400 million into defeating ACA - not to improVe the lives of citizens but to
take away medical coverage in return for pure greed.

Please take time to listen to and consider the the lives of the people who will be hurt by the Graham-Cassidy bill
- pregnant women, children, the elderly and those with pre-existing conditions. Can you even fathom what it
would be like to watch your parent, sibling, spouse or child suffer with no way of getting the medical care they
need?

[ am fortunate to be represented by Mark Warner and Tim Kaine in the Senate. I offer them my sincere
gratitude for standing with the people whom they represent. Virginia is so proud of them. I am so proud of
them. :

Also, special thank you to Senators McCain, Murkowsky and Collins for their careful consideration and
skepticism of this bill - and hopefully their ultimate opposition to it.

Please stay-strong and don't give in to the pressure to do something you know is wrong. Please act in the best
interest of the people you were sent to Washington to serve. Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy unhealthy
healthcare bill.

Smcerely,
Brenda J Davis

Get Qutlook for i0S
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Aimee Pfister <§} >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

Please vote No on Graham-Cassidy. Our state has thousands of disabled people who can't afford health insurance on a
waiting list for Medicaid Waivers. Block grants will ensure that none of those people get services. Thank you.

Aimee Pfister
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From: ‘ Mary Vukelich <Ry >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:10 PM
To: gchcomments .
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill - BAD for Americal!

The fact that the senate is going to vote on this bill without a rating by the CBO is appalling. It looks like politics, not
responsible lawmaking. To campaign on the pandering sound bite of "repeal and replace" is not particularly admirable,
but to put the health and financial fate of millions of people at risk just to be able to say "we fulfilled our campéign
promise" is shameful. Follow the lead of John McCain and do the right thing. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Sincerely,

Mary Vukelich

Mechanicsburg, PA

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: joni walter <G
Sent: Saturday, Septerhber 23, 2017 6:05 PM
To: gchcomments '

Cc: kamalaharris

Subject: Graham Cassidy Repeal Bill 9/25/17

I am opposed to the Graham/Cassidy act. It is reprehensible that our elected officials are trying to repeal the
ACA, which has covered so many more Americans and decreased the trajectory of medical costs. Imposing this:-
new law, which will destabilize the insurance markets and deny millions of American citizens health insurance,
simply to say you repealed Obamacare is cruel. My research has revealed that not one industry involved in the
medical field is in favor of this law. What we need is a thoughtful, bipartisan discussion of how to improve the
ACA and how to finance it so that as many Americans as possible can have basic, affordable health care.
Healthcare is a right of all Americans. '

Joni Walter (SN Atascadero, CA G

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: . Dawn Kubie <

Sent: ~ Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy comments

Dear Senators,

Thank you for taking a moment to read my email. From what I understand of Graham-Cassidy, states would be
allowed to seek waivers to not provide essential health benefits to insured persons, and coverage of pre-existing
conditions, which is sacrosanct, is woefully lacking. People should not have to bankrupt themselves to have
babies or to sadly suffer with cancer. This notion that there are healthy people and sick people is ill-conceived.
Many of the folks I follow on Twitter followed a trend this week of announcing how long they paid into the
healthcare system, subsidizing others' insurance, before they were stricken with cancer or some other account-
draining disease. At some point in our lives, we may fall down the stairs, be stuck by a car; get cancer. No one
is immune and the circumstances are often immediate and heart-breaking.

[}
On a personal level, Graham-Cassidy affects us in the following ways. Firstly, my husband and I are both self-
employed; he a web designer and I a photographer and doula. We purchase insurance from the exchanges.
Secondly, our oldest son Sam was born with a bicuspid valve and systemic Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis
(clearly, both are pre-existing conditions). When Sam was 7-years old he was prescribed injections of Ilaris for
his JIA. The first injection he received in the hospital as he was suffering from pericarditis, a potentially fatal
symptom of arthritis. Afterward, he was to receive one injection a month for six months. Due to a clerical error
(that *I* discovered), Aetna would not cover the injections. The insurance company was billing $95,000 per
injection for Ilaris at the time, meaning my family would have incurred over $500,000 in debt for a *non-fatal
condition,* an amount we did not have in cash or equity. Finally, after I discovered their error, the insurance
company relented.

There is a country full of people who need help. We need to be cared for and we need care without going
bankrupt. It is impossible to believe that of all of the industrialized nations of the world who care for their
citizens, the United States is not one. Put your heads together in a bipartisan way and solve it. This issue needs
needs to be approached with empathy. Healthy people work and contribute the society. That part should be very
simple.

Thank you for your time.
Respectfully,

Dawn Kubie

[x] g:—% Virus-free. (RN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

- From: Laura Brenpeman <4 :
Sent: ’ Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:08 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: public comment for Graham-Cassidy Hearing

Dear Senators,

| am a 40-year-old woman in good health and employed in rewarding jobs. | work part-time as an adjunct
religion professor and part-time as a hospital chaplain. | feel a strong commitment to the work | do, yet | do
not receive health care through my jobs nor through a spouse’s plan. | need to pay for my own insurance, but
the jobs (that | enjoy) do not pay well enough for me to afford a plan with quality coverage. | rely on the
Affordable Care Act to have just that—affordable health care—and it works very well for me.

| am originally from West Virginia and although | no longer live there, | have many friends and family who do
and who also rely on the ACA. They rely on it for good- insurance options (including expanded Medicaid), for
the lifted lifetime spending cap, and for premium tax credits. | am worried what will happen to me and people
| care about if the Graham-Cassidy bill is passed.

| believe that the ACA has alleviated suffering for many Americans. It has for me. | also believe that the ACA
could be made better through reform, particularly in the federal health insurance exchange. Please consider
my testimony and work on reform rather than repeal and replace.

Thank you,

Laura Brenneman, PhD
Champaign, IL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan McHugh <SG -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:07 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: No to Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senate Finance Committee members,

I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill because, without healthcare insurance, | would have died of
" Hodgkin Lymphoma six years ago.

Although | have no chance of that cancer returning, four months of an aggressive chemo regimen followed by
a month of radiation has significantly raised my risk for other cancers and heart disease. | have already been
denied in my attempt to purchase additional life insurance. | am terrified of what will happen to me and my
family if my state allows my insurer to deny me care, which will follow from Graham-Cassidy.

There are so many more stories to share, but just one more should give you pause. My neighbor, a career-long
primary schoolteacher, just made it through treatment following a second, unrelated diagnosis of breast
cancer, for which she would have been denied coverage under the provisions of Graham-Cassidy. She's
perfectly healthy now, she's back teaching with the children she loves and who love her, and people like her
will be dead if the bill becomes law. .

Please do what you can to reform, not repeal, Obamacare.

Sincerely,

Susan

Susan McHugh _

Professor and Chair | Department of English | University of New England
Series Co-editor for Palgrave Studies in Animals and Literature

Humanities Managing Editor for Society & Animals

Dog | Animal Stories | Handbook of Human-Animal Studies

Indigenous Creatures, Native Knowledges, and the Arts (forthcoming)
Human-Animal Studies: Global Perspectives (forthcoming)

This e-mail may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If you suspect that you were not the
intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender as soon as possible.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

. From: G

~Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:07 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: Save ACA ‘

To Whom It May Concern,

As the father of two severely handicapped children- one physically and one psychiatrically- | am beggmg you to
appreciate how challenging life is for those who are unable to afford health care. _

ACA is not perfect, and should have been "tweaked" and amended many times over the past several years. Major
legislation always needs to be adjusted subsequent to becoming law. But Republican intransigence, Obama hatred,
interfered with the normal process of moving forward to make things better for the American people.

We desperately need patriotic Senators to do the right thmg for the entire nation- yes, put love of country first. This is
enormously too important to use as blackmail for political advantage.

Tens of millions of Americans are threatened with losing health care coverage, of being priced out of the market. States
might make it effectively impossible for those with pre-existing conditions to afford coverage.

| have been an educator for 47 years. | opened two adolescent medicine clinics in high schools in which | worked, and
saw the magnificent effect of having primary care physicians and nurse practioners avaiable to service the critical needs
of my students.

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE- do not weaken, undermine, abandon, render ineffective ACA.

Our seniors, our neighbors.with disabilities, those with pre-existing conditions, children, desperately need and deserve
high-quality healith care.

Please follow your consciences, follow your heart, do the right thing for the American people.
Thank you. |

Respectfully submitted,

Norman M. Wechsler Ed.D.

Bronx NY|
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Trono

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My 31
year old son has had Type 1 diabetes since he was 10 %. Because of his need for health insurance, his
options for employment have been limited. Until the ACA, he could not even consider starting his own
business or being a contractor, even though he has a PhD in engineering and is a licensed professional
engineer. Similarly, | am 60 years old and about to lose my job and health insurance due to state funding cuts
to the UT health science center where | have worked for the past 7 years. At least with the ACA, | can get
insurance, even though it will cost me at least $700 per month. If you repeal the ACA, | hate to think what the
rates will be or even if | will qualify. | may have to go without insurance until | am 65 and can qualify for
Medicare. Please do the right thing. Think about the public good, and not political posturing. A bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it, would do so much to restore the nation’s faith in our
political system and politicians.

- Sincerely,
Carol Trono -

Comfort Texas
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joseph Carr 4NNGGNGNGE—_ -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

We am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate
because we ar concerned about the possibility of degraded access to Medicaid. Our son, Jake, is 17 years old and has

. autism, intellectual disability, and epilepsy. Medicaid is essential for him to live a healthy and productive life. Life saving
medications and therapies are accessible to him only through Medicaid. Please do everything possible to protect access
to Medicaid for. our most vulnerable citizens. ‘

Sincerely,
Joseph'and Trisha Carr

Aston, PA

Joseph Carr
R
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pamela Lowell <

Sent: ' Saturday, Septesber 23, 2017 6:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments healthcare

> Hello

> | am horrified at what the healthcare bill would mean for my family. We are self employed older couple still 6 years
from Medicare. We live in Massachusetts where the ACA has worked. Although Obamacare needs help we believe it
should be a bipartisan solution without removing millions of people from healthcare. We have pre existing conditions
which should not preclude our getting healthcare. This is a deathcare act. | implore you not to support it either. Stop
listening to dark money and start working for the people who employ you--the American people!

> Pamela Lowell :

S

> Pamela Lowell, LICSW

> eng—

>
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: o mank <G

Sent: : Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:04 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: health care

| am a retired widow and business professional, age 74, who has ALWAYS been able to afford and have paid for my own
healthcare insurance. | now have a pre-existing condition, as well as live on a limited budget. | depend on my social
security check (approx. $1000/mo) to make ends meet. If the current healthcare insurance system is altered to
eliminate or increase fees for pre-existing conditions, services for seniors, etc. | will not longer be able to afford
coverage. Due to age and health issues, | have few, if any options for additional income. All my life | have been
responsible; planned carefully to be self sufficient, financially independent as | aged. | have served, and continue to
contribute to my community and country. Healthcare affordability MUST NOT BE LIMITED TO THE WEALTHY. Asin
other first world countries HEALTHCARE MUST BE A RIGHT AND AVAILABLE TO ALL.

You have been elected to serve all citizens. Please govern by ethics, have the courage to put people before politics, and
DO THE RIGHT THING!
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Huntley,Kirsten <N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:03 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham-Cassidy

This bill is a disaster for several in my immediate family--my husband with Crohn's Disease and my child with ADHD. Pre-existing
conditions simply can't be refused, or it's a death sentence for my husband and a life-time of my son being dependent. Please don't let
this go any further, and give us all a real health care solution.

Sincerely,

Kirsten Huntley



Wright, Kevin (Finan‘ce)

3

From: Rick Trautner < IREEEIENED

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:03 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy .

| have two 20-something daughters and the prospect of them not having access to healthcare is simply not acceptable in
a civilized country. Should the ACA be repealed, the results for them and many other millions would be potentially
devastating. A bipartisan effort to strengthen this already highly successful healthcare program would be welcome!

Please oppose this harmful legislation and urge our legislators to work on a true bipartisan effort-you know, like when
they used to actually talk with one another.

Thank you.

Rick Trautner
‘Greenbrae, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeanne Alicandro o
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 7:53 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

My 39 year old brother in law died after reaching lifetime insurance cap and policy canceled. By the way, he was still
working and it was an EMPLOYER based policy. Stop Graham Cassidy bill; it's a killer.
Dr. Jeanne Alicandro

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennifer Coronado _>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham/ Cassidy

To the Honorable Senators of the United States Senate:

Roughly 10 years ago, my mother passed away from multi-myeloma. It's a rather devastating form of cancer..as
ull are. She spent a year before her diagnosis, not feeling well, but afraid to go to the doctor because of lack of
insurance. Prior to that my Mom, had had multiple strokes due to high blood pressure which made her someone
with "pre-existing conditions, "another thing that insurance was not fond of at the time.

"I wonder...what kind of care my Mom would have had, had Obamacare existed during her illness? Would she
have been more comfortable? How much less financial stress she would have had? This is not a political issue,
truly. It's a humanity issue. '

Now my youngest brother who is not yet 30 has discovered he has a heart condition he has had since birth.
Because of the actions of some Senators I am now afraid for his life. What if he needs surgery and can't work
for a period? Will healthcare be cut off? How can you say you represent us when you choose politics over
humanity? Why do I live in the greatest nation on earth, if our representives choose their campaign coffers over
their constituents?

I am so very grateful to the Senators that held the line on behalf all Americans. | hope that someone's Mom,
Father,Sister, Brother or Child continues get the care they're need.

Reg_ards,

Jennifer Coronado
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: cielo rios <G
Sent: ' Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:02 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: improve, do NOT repeal the ACA

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would
like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Cielo Rios
berkeley, ca
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

alvaro-garza <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:01 PM

gchcomments

Please protect our healthcare. Reject the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so mény Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affor'dable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including
healthcare for working families.

Please do the right thing for Americans.

alvaro garza
modesto ca, California-
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : jeanine potts >
Sent:. Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:00 PM
To: _ gchcomments

Subject: keep and improve the ACA

Dear Finance Comittee,

Please keep and improve the ACA. We need to have a stable health care system not dependent on corporate employment. Reliable
affordable insurance will encourage entrepreneurs and help the economy improve a hell of a lot more than tax cuts.

~ Sincerely, .
Jeanine Potts
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

. 1
From: ROSLYN DUFFY <
Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:00 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: ] Please save affordable care act

Please do not vote for this horrible travesty of graham Cassidy death sentence Non care.
Fix the affordable care act and stop this evil insanity.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Holly Sanger <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:00 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy

As a Veteran and as a parent of an adult child with pre-existing conditions, we rely on quality, affordable healthcare under the ACA.
Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal
it. There are fixes and a real bi-partisan effort is what is required. Additionally, as a resident of a rural state, repeai or lack of real
support for the ACA will devastate the health care situation for rural lowans and the small community hospitals that support them.

Sincerely,
HollySanger

Iowa City, IA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jean Rosenberg

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable Care Act

Dear Senators,

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with pre-existing conditions and affordability is of paramount importance at age 61.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Jean Rosenberg

Arlington, Massachusetts
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathy Banks <4

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:59 PM
To: ‘gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Finance committee:

Please do the responsible, human thing and oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. The majority of Americans oppose it
(88%).

It is a terrible bill which will hurt Americans, depriving millions of health insurance, causing rampant job loss, setting
up massive health care bankruptcies for individuals, gutting Medicaid and harming our most vulnerable citizens, who are
senior citizens in poverty and those with disabilities. it ruins protections against preexisting conditions, eliminates
lifetime caps and makes insurance unaffordable. It keeps self-employed persons from having access to health insurance.

In short, there is not one thing good or helpful about this bill or the process of how it has been written. It has been
written under threat of loss of political donations by Koch brothers, Mercer family and other high-dollar donors--a
shameful and unAmerican process.

As a tax paying, self-employed person who is healthy but in an older age group, | have a right to affordable health
insurance. | am a physician and a mother of a healthy young adult who was gravely ill as a child. We could not purchase
good insurance pre-ACA. The ACA needs repair, NOT repeal. o

| am a one-issue voter on this. ACA needs to be retained, or start the process of moving toward single- payer health
insurance. We are the ONLY industrialized country that doesn't prioritize access to health care and it is shameful.

It is both economically important and socially valuable to keep and repair the ACA.

Please do the right thing and shut down the Graham-Cassidy bill. That will buy the Republicans/GOP more in voting
capital than any amount of tainted high-donor money ever could.

With sincere hope that you listen to us voters out here who pay your salaries and health benefits,

Kathy Banks
Dallas, Texas

Zip Code:(NNNND

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynn Lemond <N EE
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:42 PM
To: : gchcomments ‘
Subject: Opposing Graham-Cassidy

The Graham Cassidy bill will be a disaster for so many citizens in our country. There is nothing that makes this better
than what we have currently!!! Please, please, please do not let this bill pass!!!!

Lynn LeMond
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Wrig‘ ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Beverly Pegnato <8 b RSN o, 1
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:58 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

M family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would
like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Beverly A. Pegnato

Marlton, NJ - ' -
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Mauro <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:57 PM
gchcomments

Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Buried in this healthcare repeal bill is a big $20 billion tax break to the medical device
industry. 10 such corporations have a total of $230 billion in prdfits stashed offshore on which
they have not paid any U.S. taxes. This Republican sponsored bill gives them $20 billion
while kicking 32 million people off of their healthcare. This will devastate working families

which benefitting companies that are already keeping tax-free profits.

Voters deserve to know exactly how this bill will impact them and their families. One hearing

is wildly inadequate for something as complex as healthcare.
: —\ . . .
| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to

protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that weaithy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Nancy Mauro
Denver, Colorado (il
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Steven Weinberger <N >

Sent: ~ Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:57 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

I rely on quélity and affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. -

I work part-time teaching and as a research associate in the Religious Studies department at the University of
Virginia, as well as working as an independent scholar researching and translating ancient religious texts. Since
the ACA took effect, I have had affordable coverage through the marketplace. However, due to the uncertainty
created by multiple attempts to repeal the ACA, the vendor (Anthem) has withdrawn from my area
(Charlottesville, VA). The Graham-Cassidy bill would leave millions of other people like me without affordable
insurance.

Please do not pass this bill!

Sincerely,

Steven Weinberger .

L
Charlottesville, VA il
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

. A
From: Hilary MarKow <~

Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:57 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ’ Graham Cassidy bill is a national calamity

This bill is opposed because there isn't a single metric of heath or health care it makes better. It is an abomination.
H Markow

e T
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Schneck Varner ~ >

Sent: : Saturday, Sep%ember 23, 2017 5:55 PM
To: gchcomments
“Subject: Please reject this terrible bill

The Graham-Cassidy plan would be an absolute disaster for millions of Americans. Please vote no.

Carol Schneck Vamner
Lansing, Michigan.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Ivory <m

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:56 PM

To: ) gchcomments

Subject: I am a future nurse and I am against Graham-Cassidy
Hello,

I am writing to register my disgust with the Graham-Cassidy Trumpcare legislation. This is not healthcare, it's
death care. We the voters are watching your actions, and we will vote accordingly! Do not take your
constituents for granted; those of us who see this for what it is (death care!), will NOT vote Republican anytime.
- soon if you continue down this road.

A very regular voter,
Rebecca Ivory

Rebecca. Ann [vory

alis volat propriis
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: | - Susan Brooks-Young <¢ Y

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:54 PM
To: gchcomments; Google mail
Subject: Why good health care is important to me

To the members of the Senate Finance Committee,

| understand that getting a 'win' is important to the Republicans among you. However, | do not understand how
getting that win is more important than the lives of your own constituents.

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. For example, two years ago my brother was diagnosed with a type
of cancer that is so rare that there are no treatment protocols for his oncologists to follow. Therefore, they are
developing protcols using his case as a baseline. He has opted to continue working so he is eligible for health
insurance through his company, but the provisions of Graham-Cassidy place his future reatment in serious jeopardy.
Despite claiming that states will be required to offer insurance for people with existing conditions, you all know that
the clause allowing states to apply for exemptions with nothing more than a letter means that people like my brother
are at risk of being priced out of insurance.

My brother's situation is just one of the many reasons | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | agree that the ACA needs
to be improved and | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please let
Senators Alexander and Murray get back to work on finding reasonable solutions that do not cause millions of
Americans to lose coverage.

Sincerely,

Susan Young
Bremerton, WA

SJ Brooks-Young Consultin

Telephone:“

Web site: -
Twitter:

Facebo

“'ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” Maya Angelou
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Robyn Jackson <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: G-C Bill

Dear Senators,
This politically motivated attempt at legislation will kill people; will bankrupt people, and will brand each and
every one of you who vote for it with a mark of shame. This bill might save your donor base, but it will strip

you of your voting base. Constituents don't take kindly to having their lives and livelihoods threatened in
order to give tax breaks to the rich. : :

We see what you are doing; we will never forget. God will never forget.

Robyn Jackson
" Registered Voter
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Namir Yedid < ol N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:54 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: ACA's Community Rating & OOP Maximum

My story below highlights why this bill must not pass, and why we must protect the Affordable Care Act's
patient protections. The two key provisions in my story are the annual out of pocket maximums and community

rating.

I am a self-employed resident of California, and I buy insurance on the exchange. In 2014, when I left my
previous job to start my own business, I was able to do so with confidence knowing I would be able to buy
reasonably priced, very comprehensive insurance that had even better benefits than the one provided by my
previous employer.

A little over a year later, I was diagnosed with a rare cancer: an aggressive soft-tissue sarcoma that required
urgent removal. Thanks to my exchange-purchased PPO plan, I was able to select excellent doctors to care for
me during this trylng time, without worrying about the implications for my future coverage. Within the next few
weeks I had two major surgeries and spent multiple nights in the hospital. It was an immensely trying time
physically, mentally, and emotionally. However, knowing that I had good coverage helped me get through that
difficult period. -

Without the ACA's caps on out of pocket expenses, I would have been liable for $57,000 in costs based on the
total billed ($185,000) and the percentage of costs I was required to pay (30% on a Silver 70 PPO). These bills
would have forced me to declare bankruptcy. However, with the ACA's protections, my costs were capped at
$7,500.

Even though I'm now healthy and two years cancer-free, an insurer who did not need to adhere to community
rating rules could charge me exorbitant rates for insurance simply because of my medical history. However, the
ACA's community rating rules demand that I not be charged more.

These two key protections-- the out of pocket caps and community rating-- would no longer be federally
required under the Graham-Cassidy proposal. This would place me and millions of other Americans in financial
jeopardy should we get sick as well as after we recover.

I urge the Committee to recognize the financial risk this dlsastrous proposal forces onto hardworking Americans
like me.

Many thanks,
Namir Sincoff-Yedid
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hedy Helsell <\EEGGG——-

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:54 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy Graham bill

I am writing in opposition to this bill. 1 am in support of health care for all Americans.

Hedy Helsell

Dallas, Texas-

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Donna Presnell <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill is a death sentence

| believe the sponsors of this bill and those who supported do not care about the American people. All they care about is
doing something to spite and to remove the legacy of the ACA from Obama. It is petty. It is dangerous. it is an affront to
the American people. The majority of Americans support single pair healthcare. AlImost no one supports this atrocious a

bill. If this bill passes people will die. Stop playing games with peoples lives.

&

Donna Presnell

[

" Sent with thumbs. Please disregard any typos or other weirdness.
Donna Presnell
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Shira Hecht 4

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose the Graham'Cassidy bill

The ACA allowed me to be insured when I was working multiple part time jobs - up to 60 hours of week a
work, but nothing with insurance. Without it, I could not have gotten treatment when I get infections or hurt my
foot. Please keep and fix the ACA< not repeal it! :

Shira
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finahce)

From: Karen Axelrod <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:53 PM
To: ~ gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

My sister, as well as my 27-year old daughter rely on quality, affordable healthcare.
Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please do not rush this
Graham-Cassidy bill through. Instead, I encourage you to work at a bipartisan
solution. :

Sincefely,

Karen Axelrod

Northampton, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Howland Walker <o iy -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:53 PM
To: i gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Opinion

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

| strongly oppose this latest bill by the Republicans to take healthcare away from millions of citizens. My husband, who
is a heart transplant recipient, will not be able to afford his medications if Medicaid is decimated, which is what this bill
does. Please don't look at just what it does within ten years, but the misery it causes beyond that time. -

| will lose coverage under this plan. Yes, | will have "access," but | will not be able to afford the premiums, despite
being healthy. People over 50 will not fare well.

| know 'Republicans want to please their donors, but they also promised to replace the ACA with something better. This
is NOT better. It is a moral travesty.

Thank you,

Nancy Howland Walker
Kissimmee, FL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: _ Rev Andy Brock <\

Sent: : Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Hearing on "Graham-Cassidy" health care bill.

Senate Finance Committee, let me state for the record, I'm an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church. I
believe health care is a fundamental right of every person irregardless of economic status. I also believe that the
Affordable Care Act, is a flawed plan, BUT it is a far more serviceable plan than any that the Republican Senate
or House have proposed to date. I also recognize that the many of the flaws of the ACA were built into the bill
through the greatly flawed political system that allowed the likes of many Republicans who were not interested
in a fair or just system, to corrupt the bill with the intent of sinking it if it were to be passed.

If you desire to truly to provide for the care of the American public, I suggest you model it off your own health
care plan, or agree to accept the same insurance plan for yourself as that you desire to place on to the backs of
the American public. It is time for you to turn you place of white privilege to a place of leadership for all
peoples of every ethnicity and racial makeup. If you were such leaders, you would cease th charade of
proposing bill after bjll to fix ACA and get on to the meaningful and hard work of fixing the health care system
for all Americans. : :

Yours sincerely,
Rev. Andy Brock

Rev Andy Brock Greenwood-Montague Ave Charge _
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lee Ann Anderson <{ D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care

My adult children rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

My daughter has a pre-existing health condition. Along with student loans incurred by both of my children,
they barely have enough monthly income to pay rent, etc.

I would like to see a bi-partisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not to repeal it.

Sincerely, -

Lee Ann and Floyd Anderson
Oak Park Illinois

Lee Ann M. Ande_'rson, CKD

LMA INTERIORS LLC
=

Oak Park, IL guilll)
T G

Fomm—
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Legislators,

Kevin Krause <Y

Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:52 PM
gchcomments
Graham-cassidy would have devastating effects

The Graham-Cassidy bill does not contain the framework that is needed improve health care access and
affordability for Americans. Instead, it will drastically and devastatingly increase the number of uninsured and
ultimately lead to suffering and death for Americans. Please do not support this effort that does not have the
health of Americans as its goal (it's incompressible how could a "health-care" bill could not). Instead, work with
fellow legislators to fix the current issues under regular order to make real improvements, rather than create a
man-made, self-inflicted disaster again us as citizens.

Regards,
Kevin Krause _
Fort Collins, CO Gl
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ellen Kamerling < (GGG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:51 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on the Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill

Like millions of others senior citizens, we are concerned that we will be negatively effected by the passage of
the Granham Cassidy Healthcare bill.

The Affordable Care Act has allowed us the necessary health coverage to lead healthy lives with preexisting
conditions. We stand with all the honest health professionals who attest to the fact that the Graham Cassidy
Healthcare bill "is not a win for the American people"! We strongly urge Congress to put politics aside and
work together to build bipartisan cooperation to REVISE the Affordable Care rather than push through the
latest version of "REPEAL and REPLACE" that has become a motto without meaning or benefits for real people.
Please listen to comedian Jimmy Kimmel's warning that this bill is a dishonest joke on the American people
who will be hurt rather than helped by its passage. Pushing this bill through without a time for debate or a
score to let people the cost and impact is reprehensible! This is a chance for you, our senators to put
principles before politics and stand up for what they know is right for their constituents. People of good
conscious know that passmg this bill would be asin rather than a win.

Donéld and Ellen Kamerling
]
Sedona, AZ SN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: lauren pett “>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:51 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: NO to Graham Cassidy

Hello,

I would like to voice my opposition to the Graham Cassidy bill. While there is still no CBO score this bill is estimated to
result in a loss of health insurance for millions of Americans. It will also increase the cost of premiums and remove (at
least in some cases) protections for those with pre-existing conditions.

Unlike millions of Americans, | do not have any personal stories about I've suffered due to lack of health insurance.
While it hasn't always been easy or affordable, | have always been able to have some kind of insurance (though it was
terrible and expensive for many years when | was on the individual, pre-ACA market).

In 2001 my father died after a year-long battle with leukemia. He was 54 years old. His treatment.over that year involved
multiple month-long hospital stays in private room (required due to his suppressed immune system), a stem-cell
transplant, and ultimately a bone-marrow transplant. While sadly, none of the treatments or procedures worked, he
was able to try them because he, a self-employed lawyer- had good insurance. Without it, my family would have been
out on the street. There is no way we-or anyone not in the 1%- could afford this.

-So my view on health care is different in that | know my family has benefitted from our ability to afford decent
insurance, and | feel every family in America should have the same options. Because health care is a human right.
$
And so | strongly oppose this bill. Obamacare is not perfect, but this is definitely not the solution.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Lauren Pett
Chicago, IL

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ruthanne Taylor <{l >
Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:51 PM

To: . gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My name is Ruthanne Taylor, a registered voter from Otis, OR.
My family relies on quality, affordable health care. Because of this | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | spent my entire
life with a preexisting condition due to a genetic birth defect on my spinal cord. Every time | sneezed it was blamed on

my preexisting condition & coverage was denied. | now have a large family which includes members who will be
seriously harmed if Graham-Cassidy passes.

| would like to see a bipartisén Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Ruthanne Taylor
Otis, OR

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Sarai SN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:50 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ‘Graham-Cassidy Bill on Healthcare/ACA Repeal

Dear Senators, ,
My loved ones rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

My story with pre-existing conditions, affordability, etc., is one which has prevented me from getting
various services - all of which are available to you, under your health coverage via the taxpayers. I
have nieces and nephews, great nieces and great nephews. I want to to grow up knowing they can
expect and pay for a reasonably government-backed insurance system. I have yet to hear one
explanation of the benefits you are offering the average taxpayer. I have yet to hear anything but a
ruthless hatred of our current system of healthcare. Is that based on racism or are your strings being
pulled by financial interests? YES, the system is not perfect. :

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you,

Sarah Sarai

New York City, NYC

Sarah Sarai
"Wish Me Luck”

"With 'Y"' as an Absence of Pain"
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Mary Mahowald

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:50 PM

To: gchcomments _

Subject: Healthcare must be protected!. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

No no no to ending coverage that is urgently needed by 32 million Americans. Also, hidden in
this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—-—ié a $20 billion tax break for the highly-profitable
medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which it has not

paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mary Mahowald

El Paso, Texas (HEE
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Diane Bellard >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

I'm writing to express my concern about the Graham-Cassidy Health Care Bill. While I understand Congress
doesn't intend to wait for a score by the CBO, by all accounts from every analysis I've seen, this bill will result
in millions of Americans losing their heath care coverage and an escalation in premiums. It places the
protections for people with pre-existing conditions at great risk, and could return us to the days when insurance
companies were permitted to impose lifetime limits on coverage. It is particularly cruel for seniors, children,
the disabled, and lower income Americans. While the ACA is imperfect, it did accomplish the goal of reducing
the number of uninsured Americans to a record low, and started us down the road toward access to health care
for all Americans. Polls indicate that most Americans do not want the ACA to be repealed and replaced, but
rather prefer a bipartisan approach to fix the problems.

Working class Americans pay taxes to provide health insurance for members of Congress, and we expect you to
act to protect our access to affordable and quality health coverage. Imagine yourself or a loved one enduring a
serious illness or injury without the resources to afford access to health care. A bipartisan approach that
everyone can support is the only way forward. The country cannot afford to spend a lot of effort and money
implementing your bill, only to have it discarded with the inevitable change in political winds.

I am a retired registered nurse and member of AARP. I have seen hundreds of patients facing the worst health
care battles of their lives, and adding the financial stress of worrying about how to pay for their care is the
lowest form of cruelty. I believie our country is judged by how we care for the less fortunate among us, and this
bill hurts the most vulnerable of our citizens.

Sincerely,
Diane Bellard
Ohio
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Dils 4§

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:49 PM |
To: gchcomments Y
Subject: change needed but not this
Attachments: ' pastedGraphic.tiff

Although I have enjoyed the efficiency and coverage provided by Medicare and my supplement, my adult
daughter relies on affordable healthcare. She is working and pursuing a second degree. The exchange
needs some work, but | would like to see either a) a system more like Medicare for everyone (read T.R.
Reid’s book “The Healing of America” which explored numerous quality healthcare systems in developed
countries throughout the world) or b) a bipartisan, THOUGHTFUL Congressional effort to improve the ACA,
NOT repeal it until we can get something better. There’s more than one way, but this Graham-Cassidy bill is

NOT a good one so | oppose it.

Karen Dils

Emeritits Board Member

GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

>

© BOYS & GIFLS CLITS
O IASTFIL COAMTY

e
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: , Frances Gill 4SRINEENEG_GN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:50 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Repeal of affordable care act

As a doctor | have seen the harm caused by lack of adequate health care. These recent proposed plans are disasterous.
We would like to improve from 11th place, but theses plans would plummet us even farther down.

Give up and plan to strengthen the ACA.
Frances M. Gill, M D ‘ < -

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gnomic <y -

Sent: _ Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:49 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: Stop GOP attack on Americans

Beyond the completely unpredictable impact the GOP assault on healthcare will have on the insurance and healthcare
industry, I'm not sure how this will impact me. Perhaps | will become unable to support my family because my
medications will cost to much. Perhaps we will lose our home to pay for an injured child. Its impossible to what our

future holds.

| am more concerned about my fellow 40,000 Americans who will die because of GOP ideology. I'm concerned for the
suffering of those who will be dying faster. I'm concerned about the impact to our economy. I'm concerned for the
horrid future the GOP are inflicting upon our world. '

Just don't. Just stop. This isn't governing. This is domestic terrorism

~Harvey Summers
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

]

From: e

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy bill

My name is Lisa Crawford. My daughter Chloe volunteers at a progressive program at OCA in Winter Park. OCA stands
for Opportunity, Community and Ability and it offers Behavior therapy, recreation programs, adult vocational training,
summer and holiday camps as well as after-school programs for individuals with special needs. Its programs are funded
predominantly through Florida's CDC+ monies which are Medicaid Waiver monies from the Medicaid program that will be
greatly impacted by any block grants, cuts or caps as proposed in the Graham-Cassidy bill. My daughter has witnessed
the amazing impact the OCA program has on so many by allowing them to be part of our community and we do not want
to see that go away or parents be forced to make a decision about an institutional setting. We respectfully request that
you oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill and oppose any cuts or caps to Medicaid, on behalf of all the children and adults -
whom rely .

Sincerely, Lisa Crawford
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julia Nichols </

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Medicaid

[ am the single mother of a 34 year old man with autism and other developmental disabilities.
Please do not cut his Medicaid benefits.

Julia Nichols
Orlando, FL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Christine Gordon <N >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy -- TERRIBLE FOR THE PEOPLE!

- Voters will remember those legislators who attempted
to force-feed this horrific plan on us. Yes, there are |
some issues with the Affordable Care Act, but nothing
that cannot be fixed. Graham-Cassidy is nothing but an
inhumane take-away at the expense of people, including
families in this country, while congress uses tax dollars
for their own health care. I am sooooo looking forward
to 2018 and 2020 to vote our as many Republicans,
especially those who make it okay for themselves to
hurt people by doing something like taking away their
health care and trying to replace it with something like
Graham-Cassidy. o
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Bob Howard <UD

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

For heaven's sake! This bill is worse than the previous ones. | have a pre-existing condition that would disqualify me for any
reasonable rates.

For the sake of the country, will the Republicans please consider the option of including the entire population in their bill? For that,
there will need to be bipartisan action. You simply cannot consider it fair that the two Wyoming senators have as much sway in this

discussion, when they have a population of § ar 6 hundred thousand people--and we in California, have the same number of senators--
but a population of nearly 40 MILLION.

If the Republican Party continues to refuse to govern for ALL 50 states and their populations, the Republican Party will be set on a
downhill slide to irrelevance.

Sincerely,

George Howard
Berkeley CA.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Brandi Kennedy <N >

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:55 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am. concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
my husband has a pre-existing health condition: Multiple Sclerosis. He got this disease through no fault of his own.
Without our health insurance, we could not afford the medicine that keeps his worst symptoms at bay. I'm concerned
that this bill does away with federal protections for pre-existing conditions. If left up to the state, which will also be
receiving less federal money in the coming years, those protections become jeopardized. Please vote NO on any bill that
doesn't continue to guarantee access to insurance for my husband and other people with life-threatening conditions.

Brandi Kennedy
Brandi Kennedy
W
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) .

From: : Rick Hodges <@aiiiiand
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:53 PM
To: gchcomments _

Subject: Statement for Sept. 25 hearing
Attachments: Hodges statement.doc

Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Senate Finance Committee

September 25, 2017

Statement by Fredrick Hodges, Jr.

L
Atlington, VA Sl

My 16-year-old daughter, Audrey, has Down syndrome. My wife and I received a prenatal diagnosis and chose
not to terminate the pregnancy. Audrey is a tremendous blessing to us and everyone she meets.

We have been able to raise Audrey at home rather than sending her to a state institution because of the support
provided to her at home and in school through Medicaid. Living at home not only was a far better life for her
us, and her community, it actually cost the taxpayers far less than institutionalization would have.

As she reaches adulthood, Audrey will want to live even more independently, and Medicaid will be the bridge
to that independence. Not only will it likely be her only possible source of health insurance, Medicaid will
provide her with help to live a normal life — to live in a home away from us, get a job, etc. Audrey is not lazy or
unwilling to work. She is simply dependent on others to help her life a life like ours, and I and the rest of
Audrey’s family will not be able to fulfill that role forever since our resources and life spans are limited.

She may have difficulty getting these supports when she needs them, though, since in Virginia there is a waiting
list of 10,000 people like her seeking similar help from Medicaid.

It is unconscionable that Congress would consider cuts, caps, block grants or other such changes that would
result in reductions in benefits to people with dlsablhtles like Audrey who have no other place to turn and
already face a dearth of resources.
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Audrey was worth bringing into this world, and she is worth supporting now that she is here. I add my voice to
millions of people with disabilities and their families—and speak on behalf of Audrey—in my strong opposition
to the Graham-Cassidy bill and specifically to reductions in Medicaid benefits. ‘

Sincerely,

Fredrick Hodges, Jr.



Wrig ht, Kevin (F.iﬁince)

A
From: . Owen Raccyglia <oy
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: _ gchcomments

Subject: Oppose the Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill

Senate Finance Committee,

I ask you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would.cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

Thanks for your time.

Owen
Sharon, Massachusetts

v
.
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Wfight, Kevin (Finance)

From: R Newsome szl T
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: : Graham-Cassidy Bill

I am totally opposed to the Graham-Cassidy Bill. Vote NO on this bill.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) -

From: - Linda Reichert

Sent: - Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

My family relies on quality, affordable health care. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill to repeal the
Affordable Care Act.

My 30-year-old daughter has asthma. Without the current protections guaranteeing coverage of pre-existing conditions,
my daughter would not be able to get health insurance. Without the current protections guaranteeing that coverage for -
pre-existing conditions cannot cost more, she would not be able to afford health insurance.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the Affordable Care Act, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Linda L. Reichert
Tempe, Arizona
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Thomas Hull <Ny

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: - Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Thomas Hull i

Holyoke, MA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sheila Hugo <G >
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No repeal

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. :

My friend was diagnosed with atrial fibrillation leading to heart failure before Obamacare
and Medicare provided healthcare coverage for her. No insurance company would provide
coverage and she was forced to pay out of pocket for doctors' visits, surgery and ongoing

medications. She is not alone! Americans deserve affordable well managed healthcare
coverage.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Sheila .Hugo

Woodland, CA

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Erickson, Kaitlin <Ny

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill

To whom it may concern:

My name is Kaitlin Erickson. I am a nurse, a public health professionél, and a family nurse practitioner student,
but first I am a family member of many who would be placed at serious risk if the Graham Cassidy healthcare
bill passes.

I implore you to do the right thing and vote no. Moreover, this bill is completely antithetical to what the
American healthcare system should resemble. It is absolutely SHAMEFUL that Congress has approved a
budget of $700 for the military, while we have a maternal mortality rate in many pockets of this country that is
similar to that of a developing nation.

If we want to be a strong and prosperous country, health has to come first. It is our responsibility to offer
healthcare that is accessible, safe, and affordable. If this bill passes, the blood of many Americans will be on
your hands.

Thank you in advance for supporting your fellow citizens by voting no.

Best, |
Kaitlin Erickson

Kaitlin N. Erickson, RN, MPH
Yale School of Nursing | MSN '19
Executive Director | HAVEN Free Clinic

e

The infarmution coneined i this message may be privileged and confidentiol, Ifyou are NOF the intencdod vecipiem, please notfy the sender inumediately with a eapy
10 hipaa.security@yale.edu and destroy this message.

Please be aware that einail comnumication cait be intercepred in transmission or misdirected. Your use of email 1o communicate protecied health information to us indicates that
vou acknowledge und accept the possible risks associated with such communicarion. Please cousider communicating any sensitive information by telephone, Jax or mail. [f vou do
not wish to have your information senr by email, please contact the sender inunedictely.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kimberly Jarrett < gy, >

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:54 PM
To: ' gchcomments ’
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and péople with disabilities.

Ricky Jarrett

Waynesboro Va

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fingjce) '

From: Nancy Smith <uSaRiEbi >
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ‘ No vote on Graham Cassidy bill

It is time to stop the corruption in the senate and return to regular order. Graham Cassidy is another attempt to ensure
that the wealthy receive an unneeded tax cut at the expense of the American citizens. Congress should be working on
repairing Obamacare and developing and passing a bill to overturn citizens United.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Financ_e)

I
From: Jim Bulak
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:53 PM
To: gchcomments ’

- Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing, Monday, September 25, 2017

I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill that will eliminate basic health insurance coverage for millions of
Americans. I support a bipartisan effort to fix problems with the Affordable Care Act, which was a step in the
right direction of supplying basic health coverage to all Americans.

It's time for Congress to stop listening to their wealthy sponsors and to start working together - in a bipartisan .
fashion - to, at the current time, fix the major flaws in the Affordable Care Act. '

My 26 year old daughter is dependent on Affordable Care Act coverage as she works for a small firm with less
than 10 employees.

Thank you,

James Bulak

SN |
Hopkins, SCUlN®
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Financ_e)

‘ n i
From: Lisa Barnes <Ny >
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:52 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: : " Oppose Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
survived cancer 7 years ago and without healthcare (and having a forever pre-existing condition) I would
not get the annual medical monitoring I need. Also my parents are on Medicare and my father has
Alzheimer's. Without Medicare he would not have the care and medications to keep him safe and well
and my mom would not be able to afford for them to stay in their home. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Lisa Barnes

Sent from my.iPhone
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: Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rachel Mast

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:51 PM

To: ' gchcomments

Cc: Britton, Brennen {Moran); Christian, Kyle (Moran); Richard, Alex (Moran); Lee, Victoria

{(Moran); Mueller, Emily (Roberts); Cottrell, Jackie (Roberts); Allen, Chris (Roberts); MoIIy;
CJ; Badger, Joe (Moran); Heidi; Jawanda Mast

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Testimony Finance Committee

Attachments: Graham-Cassidy Bill Testimony 092417_rachel_mast.pdf

Dear Finance Committee, Senator

Roberts, Senator Moran and

Congressman Yoder,

I have attached my testimony

~opposing Graham-Cassidy Bill.
Thank you . l
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Charlene Willey < NG >

Sent: ' Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:52 PM
To: . gchcomments

Subject: - Statement for Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing

Submitted for: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
September 25, 2017
By: Charlene Willey
SN
Broomfield, CO GEIEN

Thank you for holding a hearing and listening to and reading public comment on an issue that is a life and death matter
to many of us. My daughter was born with a disability, a result of her father’s employment at the Rocky Flats nuclear
plant, a government facility that made bombs during the Cold War. He sustained plutonium exposure at the age of 32 in
the first six months of his job. He was banned from telling me about this incident, as it was considered “top secret.”
Although 1 did not learn about this until after his death over 25 years later, he sustained genetic damage from the
accident. He was diagnosed with severe rheumatoid arthritis, a crippling condition, within a year of the accident. Our
daughter, Briana, was born with unexplained brain damage about a year and a half after his accident. She has multiple
disabilities, including a developmental disability, visual impairment, mild cerebral palsy and epilepsy. We worked very -
hard to make her as independent as possible throughout her life.

My husband died of cancer related to his accident about 10 years ago. The first thing they did was to take health
insurance away from me and my daughter. | struggled with high premiums and deductibles until | became eligible for
Medicare about a year ago. My daughter, Briana, has been able to maintain a job since her graduation from High School,
and they are one of the few retail employers who provide health coverage. We are blessed with that.

To assure that disability does not become a tragedy and that people can be good citizens, a certain level of support is
needed that is NOT provided by any health insurance. Only Medicaid provides support for people like my daughter to
live in the community. Otherwise, she could end up in an institution (yes...it happens all the time to people who are
productive with the right supports but fall apart w/o them). In Colorado, and around the country, Medicaid is the
system that finances this support. In Colorado, Medicaid provides the majority of supports for those with disabilities.
The expansion also covers caregivers of people with all sorts of disabilities. Some people with disabilities on the
expansion are not employed because their disabilities, while hidden, do not allow them to work and also do not allow
them to complete the Social Security disability determination process.

Cassidy-Graham is being billed as a “repeal” of Obamacare or the Affordable Care Act. This goes way beyond the ACA
and completely upends the Medicaid program including the parts of Medicaid that have been in place for decades and
have nothing to do with the ACA. My daughter and millions like her will be victims of this terrible legislation. | am an
aging parent. Who will put in the hundreds of unpaid hours for her care each year when | am gone? That is a worry for
me. But, Worse, what would happen if all the funding for Medicaid was gone? Then what would become of Briana and
millions like her?

| ask you to take a “normal process” when considering legislation as monumental as health care for our country. Thisis a
. complex and difficult area. It has major economic and social impacts and affects every American. Get it right this time.
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Our Governor Hickenlooper and Governor Kasich of Ohio have demonstrated the power of a bi-partisan effort in this
area. A similar effort was underway in both the House and the Senate. What happened?? Get back on track. We are all
watching. ,

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Charlene Willey
Broomfield, CO
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marietta <UD
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 2:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

As a primary care physician | want to strongly protest the Graham/Cassidy Bill to repeal the ACA. Please vote against this
bill and work with all of the elected officlals in the country to reform the AVA while keeping all of those reforms we all
have come to rely on.

Thank you

Marietta Angelotti, MD

Board Certified by the American Academy of Family Physicians

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Therese E. Brzezinski <SS ENG—_—_——_ -

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:50 PM

To: : gchcomments

Subject: Senate Finance Committee Hearing Testimony on Graham-Cassidy Bill (September 25,
2017)

Attachments: - Senate Finance Committee Hearing Testimony.Graham- Cassudy docx

Please accept the following (below and attached) as testimony for submission into the record of the Senate
Finance Committee Hearing scheduled for September 25, 2017:

Long 1zlarxi Conlor
For inddapandont Livng, Jix:

September 24,2017

To: US Senate Finance Committee
RE: Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill
Hearing Date: September 25,2017

Today, countless citizens with disabilities are frlghtened because the healthcare coverage upon which
they depend for their very lives is in danger of utter extinction. We write to you to voice the fear of not
only the citizens with disabilities whom we serve in our local Long Island, New York community, but also
on behalf of the entire community of Amerlcans with dlsabllltles who stand to suffer and even die if the
Graham-Cassidy Bill is allowed to pass.

For the following reasons, we respectfully ask you to recognize our vehement opposition to this
destructive bill and should it come to a vote on the Senate floor, we urge you to pointedly reject it.

As a consumer-controlled organization committed to advocating for the right of people from all
disability backgrounds to live independent and productive lives in their communities, The Long Island
Center for Independent Living, Inc. (LICIL) witnesses daily the tremendous value of Medicaid coverage

“and access to Home and Community Based Services in the lives of people with disabilities. Yet, the intent
of the Graham-Cassidy bill to shift the financial burden to the already strapped states will leave them
with no choice but to find methods to reduce their costs. That will most certainly result in dramatic
slashes to the very services essential to the vitality of people with disabilities. A reduction (or elimination)
of Home and Community Based Services will send us on an absolute reverse-course with history --
forcing people with disabilities back into institutions and in the long-term, costing a great deal more in
the process. We are gravely alarmed by the per capita caps and cuts included in Graham-Cassidy, as
they will jeopardize our health, threaten our independence, and put lives at risk.
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By turning Medicaid into a capped system Graham-Cassidy will, in effect, stop delivery of vital home-
based supports and services that millions of Americans rely on to live independently so that they can go
to school, work and make their own decisions. Disabled people are one in five of the U.S. population and
this bill hurts disabled people across the board — just like the earlier GOP reform bills. No one will go
unharmed. This includes children with disabilities, students with disabilities, working people with
disabilities, senior citizens, and even victims of natural disasters like Harvey and Irma who suddenly find
themselves needing unexpected and ongoing healthcare. In addition, it also seeks to cut and eventually
eliminate funding for Medicaid expansion and life-saving subsidies that help people buy health insurance
through the marketplace, allowing states to get rid of important mandates like non-discrimination
against people with pre-existing conditions.

Therefore, we implore you to reject the Graham-Cassidy bill and instead, take up the bipartisan,
transparent process Senators Alexander and Murray are advancing through the regular order. Such an
approach will immediately help people without an unwarranted attack on Medicaid recipients. To truly
help over 57 million Americans with disabilities, you must respect regular order and reject the Graham-
Cassidy bill if it comes to a vote.

Thank you for affording us the opportunity to emphasize the extremely negative impact the Graham
Cassidy proposal will have on Americans with disabilities and to voice the very real trepidation which
currently overwhelms of the broad range of individuals and families we serve. The disability community
will be looking on with hope and expectation as you reach your decision.

Sincerely Yours,

Therese E. Brgeginski

‘ Therése E. Brzezinski
Director, Planning and Public Policy

LICIL is a 501(c)3, non—residential, cross-disability advocacy organization with more than 30 years experience in direct services to
people with disabilities and their families. The Center is committed to shaping public policy that promotes full community access and
seamless integration of people with disabilities into the fabric of society. Further information about LICIL programs and services
may be found at www.LICIL. net. '

Therése E. Aprile-Brzezinski, M.A.
Director, Planning and Public Policy

L.1. Center for Independent Living, Inc. (LICIL)
Levittown, NY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Page Fortna <D
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:52 PMm!
To: » gchcomments

Subject: Please don't repeal the ACA

Like many others, my family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
My elderly mother would not be able to stay in her home without Medicaid to help pay for the home health aides who
help her and keep her safe -- she and my father went through almost all of their savings paying for healthcare before he
died last year. So many Americans of all political persuasions and backgrounds need affordable care to stay afloat. |
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not a last ditch effort to repeal it to score
political points. Please put Americans' needs above petty politics.

Thank you,

A concerned voter.

Page Fortna
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Susan Zahn ¢ >
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 6:50 PM

To: gchcomments .

Subject: Why national healthcare is so important to me

To my elected officials,
I'm one of the walking wounded. I'm one of those people you've heard stories about.

About 8 years ago my life was turned upside down due to two unrelated health events. I had full coverage insurance through my
employer, what some would call a "Cadillac plan" because it was better than most at the time, and yet it still wasn't enough to prevent
eventual disaster.

It started with a stomach surgery, something that was initially approved by my insurance plan. But during the pre-surgery testing they
discovered a potential complication and my surgeon made the professional decision to step aside and have a colleague from his same
practice do the surgery instead because he was more prepared to deal with the complication if it arose while I was on the table. It was
a decision made in good faith and in my best interests. Months after the fact, 1 was informed that this second surgeon wasn't actually
participating in my insurance plan, even though he was in the same office, and thus my surgery was considered out-of-network and
they wouldn't cover the vast majority of it. I suddenly found myself drowning in endless medical bills! I went through arbitration
TWICE, including submitting a letter from my initially approved surgeon explaining the situation, but they rejected it both times. |
had no recourse but to use a personal credit card to pay for things as best I could.

About 9 months later, while still going through the nightmare of the bills above, I woke up to discover that my jaw was completely
unhinged. I've dealt with mild TMJ my entire life, but this was a first, to have it completely unhinge. I quickly discovered that
NOBODY touched TMJ. My medical insurance specifically excluded it from any coverage, and my dental only offered $2,000
lifetime cap, which wasn't but a drop in the bucket of what this condition would ultimately cost. That barely covered the initial MRI to
diagnose. I had to go to a TMJ specialist who refuses to work with any insurance companies on principle because they are so horrible.
My initial appointment and ro