Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Eric Rudnick <4

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:24 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: This bill...

... is a cynical sucker's bet opposed by every health organization, patients rights group, & insurance co.
This is not the win you're looking for. Please vote no.

From a Buick 6
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jim Valko (NN
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:24 AM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

James Valko
Oakland, Michigan
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Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tawana Manning QumuelNNND
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:26 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Tawana Manning
New York, NY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jaya Mansl&eM

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:27 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: public commentary for Graham-Cassidy hearing

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Since the ACA, | have
found out that | have two autoimmune diseases, neither of which have a cure and need ongoing medication to keep
me alive and healthy. Because of this, not only do | need to maintain insurance, | am extremely concerned about
the rising cost of premiums for people like me who have what would have been considered a pre-existing condition
before the ACA was passed. Additionally, my spouse has an autoimmune kidney disease and is on Medicare. He
has had a transplant and is doing well, but without ongoing medication, he would lose his new kidney and die. He is
a veteran to our nation. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Jaya Manske
Henderson, Nevada 89074
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Sarah Felts i NS - ..

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:28 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senators:

Health care legislation should only be voted on through the normal process, after extensive hearings, debate and
amendment. But that has not been the case with Graham-Cassidy. Instead, the bill is being rushed through to
beat the September 30th budget reconciliation deadline.

The issue of health care is too important, and too many lives are at risk, for us to leave the American people
uncertain and unable to access the health care they need. A bill of this impact requires at least a sincere attempt
at a bipartisan approach.

And finally, we need a full CBO score in order to know how much it will cost, how it will effect insurance
premiums, and how many people will be helped or hurt by it. Without a full CBO score, we won't have reliable

answers to any of those questions.
Sincerely,

Sarah Felts

St. Louis, Missouri

63116

Sarah Felts (she, her, hers)

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:28 AM
To: gch_commenjcs C e

Subject: Heaithcare bill

I am very lucky. My family gets healthcare through my husband's work. But | care about my fellow Americans whose
lives will be devastated if the ACA is repealed. How ridiculous to have this vote on the Graham/Cassidy bill before the
Congressional Budget Office can analyze it! It might look good initially for the federal budget, but wait until every
uninsured person shows up at emergency. Wait until families are bankrupted trying to cover medical bills. Homes are
lost, neighborhoods are abandoned and local economies suffer. Then state and national economies will suffer. Penny-
wise and pound-foolish to think any other way!

Nancy Rohr

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) . . ‘
From: O behalf of Tim Cameron Ryan §euiiiiiiiiln

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:30 AM

To: : - gchcomments

Subject: Do not vote on a bill that lacks a CBO score while impacting 1/5 of the economy
Hello GCH,

I was promised, repeatedly, by the GOP caucus that a bill would be voted on with a CBO score to understand its
impacts. The latest version of the healthcare bill even lacks that.

THIS is not how legislation should be written. Three days before its attempted passage with no independent
expert input. We aren't in the stone ages; we don't make policy out of sand. Experts provide valuable insight
into how policy text translates into real world results.

Unless a single senator has presided over a block grant health care system, you do NOT have more context than
experts who can review policy for how it impacts the real world.

You are selling out your own citizens presuming you have their faith. Their vote didn't entrust you with faith
that you would remove all guardrails from the impact of major legislation. '

Tim

109



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

James Poulette JSMSENNGENGEGEGEGEGG_ B

Monday, September 25, 2017 3:34 AM
gchcomments
Graham-Cassidy is garbage and everyone knows it.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to

protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay

their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

heatlthcare for working families.

James Poulette
]

Wilton, New York 12831
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mel Leviton 4NN
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:35 AM
To: gchcommehts

Subject: Graham Cassidy comments

Members of the Senate Finance Committee

Seventeen years ago I had recently landed a good job at the Idaho Department of Labor. Several months into the
job, I became I'll and could no longer work. I used all my leave, secured short term disability and could not
afford COBRA to continue medical care.

I was a single parent. I was very ill. I didn't have a diagnosis. Without a clear cause of my condition, I was
unable to get long term or Social Security Disability Insurance benefits.

I eventually got a job washing dishes at a summer camp and later got a full time job providing direct care. I
obtained hath insurance again, but the damage had been done. I was eventually diagnosed with a neurological
disorder that's hereditary. It resulted in total paralysis of both my legs. I've used a manual wheelchair for 15
years. I've moved up to a professional level in my field. I have good, private health insurance through my
employer for my wife and 1.

My wife has MS and is no longer able to work. We both, obviously have preexisting conditions. I am 55. She is
62. Should I loose my health insurance or the good coverage we have, I would also be unable to work. Should
our premiums or deductables substantially increase, we would lose our healthcare. I would be unable to work.
We pay taxes. We support our community through purchasing goods and services we need. We do this with
income from my job. We do this without public benefits.

If I had had insurance during those first years of my illness, I might still walk. I don't know that. But, I do
wonder. And now I wonder what will happen if Graham-Cassidy or some other poorly constructed bill to repeal
and not even replace the ACA passes. What will become of us. We both have more days behind us than ahead
of us. We've both worked very hard to have a modest, healthy life. We've raised children who contribute.

I ask that you please vote against Graham-Cassidy or any such bill. I ask that you commit to finding a bipartisan
solution to the parts of the ACA that need repair.

I ask that you reauthorize the children's healthcare program.

I ask that you not cut Medicaid programs for low income elderly and the disabled. That program was not part of
the ACA. That program has been around for 50 years. We are not a country that turns it's back on children, the
elderly, the disabled and the Eﬁfonically ill. We are better than Graham-Cassidy. We must and we can do

better. % T ' '
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Marie Leviton
Boise, Idaho
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) .
From: ACA Consumer Advocacy Gl

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:38 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: v Please table and withdraw the Graham-Cassidy bill

To the Members of the Senate Finance Committee
Dear Senators:

The proposed Graham Cassidy amendment is a dangerous and reckless piece of legislation that not only
jeopardizes the access to affordable healthcare to almost one tenth of Americans, it further endangers the
current health care system as we know it in this country. The proposed elimination of Medicaid within the next
ten years endangers the health of millions of Americans who rely on the largest health care program in this
country - men, women, and children in lowest economic strata who are the most vulnerable for even simple
medical care, those who live with disabilities everyday, the education of children living with challenging or
fragile medical conditions, and our parents and grandparents who rely on Medicaid for care in their twilight
years. Among other things, this is a shameful way to treat the remnants of the Greatest Generation.

The pursui't. ofa plan to destroy the current national health care pro grafn s.inﬁpiy to offset proposed tax cuts for
the wealthiest members of our country is contemptible, and to make sure it is passed simply to make sure that
campaign funding from large donors is a stain upon the body of the U.S. Senate.

While the ACA may not be perfect, it was a good start. This country would have been better served if the last
six years the House and Senate had pursued true bipartisan work to improve the system that we have in place.
To seek to strip healthcare from those who need it most is shameful.

Those promoting this bill frequently tout the importance of entrepreneurs in our country. Passage of this bill,
not to mention the simple threat of it, will lead millions of Americans who were able to leave their jobs and start
small businesses with the passage of the PPACA, to close their businesses and once again seek employment
somewhere with benefits, depriving this country of new ideas, new growth and potential new employers.

As consumers of the ACA, as well as consumers of employer-based benefits that are endangered by this callous,
heartless, and vicious bill that has been opposed by major medical associations, physicians groups, and the
insurance industry, who stand to lose benefits or be priced, once again, out of access to affordable healthcare,
we implore you, members of the Senate and those who have taken an oath to protect and defend the
Constitution, and by inference the very well-being of this country, to defeat and withdraw this amendment, and
seek to improve the current system in a fair, bipartisan manner. This country is better than the political
gamesmanship that has been on display in Washington over the last several years. It is time to return to regular
order and true governing. '

Sincerely,

Miranda Wilgus and the leaders and members of
ACA Consumer Advocacy
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Stephen Wright (SN

Sent: Monday, Septembe™®5, 2017 3:39 AM -
To: gchcomments
Subject: OPPOSE Graham-Cassidy

Dear Chair and Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject the Graham-Cassidy bill proposed on Sunday night. In its place, I urge your consideration of
the bipartisan legislation that was being develpoed in the Senate HELP Committee was considering. Graham-
Cassidy would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and harming
some of the most vulnerable members of our communities: seniors and people with disabilities.

Stephen Wright
Madison, WI
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

“ From: Michelle Pitts ¢ EG—G——

Sent: Monday, Septembgr.25, 2017 3:38 AM s

To:- gchcomments

Subject: : : ' Cassidy-Graham Bill Hearing

Attachments: Graham- Cassidy Bill.docx; cassidygraham senate (2).docx

Greetings Honorable Senate Finance Members:

Thank you for taking the time to consider my attached comments regarding the Cassidy-Graham Bill Hearing.

Best regards,

Michelle Pitts, Concerned Citizen & Personal Care Attendant to a Disabled Army Veteran.

Michelle D. Pitts il il D )

. Love is a. TREASURE for
which we can never pay
The only way we can keep it
is to GIVE IT AWAY!
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

- -
From: Smita Avasthi
Sent: . ‘Monday, September 25, 2017 3:41 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: _ NO on Graham/Cassidy

I am writing to express my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. This bill will kill Americans. It will kill
two of my best friends.

I know it all sounds like an abstraction to you. You don't think of people as people until you meet them. But this
isn't a game to us. It is literally about life and death.

Politics is not a sport. This is not a playground. You should not want a win for your party but a win for your
constituents.

And your constituents will Tose under this bili™®&*

And after they lose, they won't think of you as a person who kept a campaign promise; they'll think of you as a
person who killed their best friend. . .

And they wouldn't be wrong.

Do what is good for the citizens of your nation, not the good of Mitch McConnell. He treats you like you are
one of his minions, as if you are at his beck and call. You aren't. You can vote for what is right. Mitch
McConnell and the GOP don't own you.

Or do they?

I'll guess we will see when you vote. Will you vote to protect your constituents or will you decide to kill them?

How will you defend that? Will you say "I'm sorry your mother died because of me, but I was scared I'd lose
my job if I didn't kill her"?

Our lives are worth more than your job.
Vote against Graham Cassidy.
Sincerely,

Smita Avasthi
Rohnert Park, CA
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gina di Grazia

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:41 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Respectfully, please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senator and/or Finance Committee Member or Representative:
As a person with a chronic illness/disability and as an educator (R1 medical school), I respectfully
request a "no" on the Graham-Cassidy legislation seeking to make significant changes to the ACA.

Before working for UC San Diego, I paid (out of pocket and pre-ACA) into an individual Anthem Blue
Cross PPO insurance policy that amounted to 1/3 of my net wages, and, if I had co-insurance or co-
payments, the PPO amounted to 1/2 of my wages--the latter more often.

I understand and appreciate that the ACA isn't perfect. Nevertheless, our representatives sfould be
working on improving, rather than dismantling, the existing law. As someone who has, until 5 years
ago, always paid out of pocket for individual insurance (and currently pays substantially into a group
policy and attendant medical co-insurance costs), I cannot imagine being able to afford my regular
surgical treatments and medications for several chronic illnesses absent the guidelines of the ACA. I
work as a TA at UC San Diego and full-time as a PhD candidate. I'm an active member of my
university community as well as my hometown in North County San Diego--having regular medical
interventions and apt medication enables me to fully participate in my career, education, and
community. Dismantling and repeal the ACA (as well as making proposed changes to the ADA), will
only make full civic responsibility more difficult, as well as innumerable friends and fellow disabled
people. I appreciate your thoughtful consideration of the ACA, and hope you'll vote in favor of honest
enhancement of existing legislation rather than dismantling the ACA in the Graham CaSS|dy proposal.
Thank you.

Best Regards,

Gina M di Grazia (Altavilla), MA .
PhD Candidate, Literature Department
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

Ead

Y g
From: David Gross JNEG e

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:43 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My siblings
and nieces and nephews born and gestating in this country will _need_ healthcare to not just survive but thrive in
this country. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
David Gross

Livermore, CA

L g

¥
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathy Lawton

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:46 AM+
To: gchcomments '

Subject: Vote no on Graham Cassidy

I'm writing to express my outrage, disgust and dismay that wealthy white men (and how women can be behind this
legislation is unimaginable) are contemplating removing the safety net of health care that has finally been granted to the
American people. The public has placed their faith in their electorate to do the right thing for the people of this country.
That means retaining the provisions of ACA and continuing to provide guaranteed affordable coverage, with no pre-
existing restrictions, gender based differences, or annual or lifetime maximums.

How many Senators won't be able to get or pay for coverage for themselves or their families? How many senators will
reach their life time max or have a disabled child who has no further ability to get coverage? How many of them will not
be able to get antibiotics or cancer treatment? Why is it that every other 1st world country takes care of all their
citizens?

We can be better. We can do better. We didn't hire you to destroy our families in the name of tax cuts to the wealthy.
You can reduce the suffering of millions of people. Why can't you see this?

Kathy Lawton

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laila Azzazy eiEERE—

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:47 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA.

Improving ACA and not gutting it is what is needed. Have mercy on the 25 million plus people who will lose
their insurance. Put country before party and don't lie about what Graham/Cassidy bill is.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: At

&:

Sent: ~ Monday, September 25, 2017 3:51 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: CANCER ?

My family relies on affordable healthcare coverage. We oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
situation is that this last Monday | had a surgery to get a biopsy sample from way back in my left
nostril. Without this coverage, | would have been forced to "wait and see" if it developed into a large
cancer, and been an obvious problem. Doing this now led to a situation where if it were cancer, it
would be an early detection, and much more likely curable! Waiting to see would have maybe been
even worse, wasting time while it grew worse, perhaps leading to death, not knowing if it was cancer
or not !!! | was lucky because 1) | could afford this procedure because of my coverage, and 2) It
turned out to be a benign growth after the biopsy, eliminating the mental torture!

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. This is the only
proper way to treat health coverage, unless maybe Medicare for all.

Please also carefully note that any campaign promises to repeal the.ACA are now way out of date, as
the public now overwhelmingly desires to keep it !

Roger Davis
Whittier, CA

The reasonable man adapts himself to the world.
The unreasonable man persists in trying to adapt the world to himself.
Therefore, all progress depends on the unreasonable man.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kristi Dittmann

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:54 AM
To: gchcomments "
Subject: , Graham-Cassidy vote NO

Hello Committee,

it's not feasible for states to design healthcare systems from scratch in a timeframe necessary to keep people covered
during the process. It greatly burdens the states.

Many people have preexisting conditions, which quite often means they cannot work full time, or at all. GC can cause
their premiums to be unaffordable to them, which means they will have to choose between their health, and money to
eat or pay rent.

Obamacare has given us a strong start on how to solve healthcare issues in America. Let's fix the pieces wrong with that,
and not ask the states to reinvent the wheel.

In addition, 1 strongly ask you to quit sabotaging Obamacare.... and please override the president in this matter as well.
Inform the public about open enrollment, prop up the weak spots, and give it every chance to succeed. People's lives

depend on it right now.

My husband worked many years for the Federal government as a Director in Social Security, and we are lucky to have
the same healthcare as you do. Please do not deny this basic right to our fellow Americans. | ask for them, not for

myself.

Kristi in Colorado
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lotus Rani o

Sent: Mond8y, September 25, 2017 3:55 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I Oppose the Graham Cassidy Bill

As a neurologist practicing in Phoenix, I am asking that you please oppose the Graham Cassidy Bill for the
following reasons:

$4 trillion in federal funding cuts

32M more Americans uninsured

20%+ premium increase (higher for women, elderly)

No guaranteed protections for pre-existing conditions

Zero $33 after 2026!

Opposed by: AMA, AHA, AARP, Children's Defense Fund and patient advocacy groups as well as BC/BS
insurance company, and increasing GOP governors.

1/6 of the economy would be affected on a vote pushed through without debate, comment, discussion, CBO
score, without regular order about which Sen McCain gave an impassioned speech.

The one reaéoh tbl vote "yés would be to play pblitical games with pédple's lives.

States would be allowed to let insurance companies price patients out of coverage for having pre-existing
conditions. Even insurance companies like Blue Cross Blue Shield say this will lead to increased premiums and
unstable insurance markets. '

Patient and physician groups oppose this bill:

American Medical Association, the American College of Physicians, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the
American Hospital Association, the American Cancer Society, the American Diabetes Association, the
American Heart Association, Lung Association, Arthritis Foundation, Cystic Fibrosis, ALS, the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, and the March of Dimes, among many others, all vehemently oppose this bill.

History is watching: Why are you trying to bypass regular Senate order in order to speed up the passage ofa
last-ditch ObamaCare repeal bill? What happened to 'decorum’ in the Senate? This ACA repeal effort is a gift
to insurance companies. They can now raise my premiums as much as they want if I get sick. Why are you
working for them? I thought you worked for the American people? And how can you call yourself pro- veteran
when so many veterans will lose coverage under the Graham-Cassidy bill? Stop playing political games with
peoples' lives. Bipartisan solutions have been proposed to fix the ACA. If you are not part of the solution, you
are part of the problem.

Vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill.
This is not a political game. Lives of millions of Americans are at stake.
History is watching!

Padma R. Mahant, MD
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But we are living in a time when legislators are preying on people's fears and anger by making, and then trying to
sweep through, broad stroke gestures without consideration of the very real human toll it would take on the entire
nation, including those who voted for the current GOP majority.

Access to affordable healthcare should be, and thanks to this law currently is’ a basic human right in our country,
independent of how or where someone works. That is worth fighting for.

Do we really want to take that away and leave millions of our friends and neighbors without a viable option for care?
Are you OK with my family being forced into higher priced coverage for the same.care?_‘ '

Please consider carefully to who you are giving control over the future of healthcare - the citizens or wealthy
insurance companies. Please stand up for people over party and do not allow this bill to pass in its current
condition. :

Thanks, ‘
Sara Betnel
Shoreline, WA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sara Betnel oD

Sent: ‘ Monday, September 25, 2017 3:57 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Why this bill is about more than healthcare

Dear Senators, Aides, and Staff,

I am writing to share with you my family's ACA healthcare story and how having access to affordable care
while living with a pre-existing condition is not just what is helping me stay alive, but also is the #1 thing that is
letting our family make decisions about our lives that are not solely based on what job can afford us insurance.

Ensuring access to affordable care for all Americans, particularly those with disabilities or pre-existing
conditions, is central to supporting the American Dream,

Last year | was laid off from my job of 8 years and, after much soul searching and discussion with Mark, decided to
launch my own independent consultancy as a private business - one of the things many people dream of doing and
look to as one of the hallmark opportunities we have as part of the American dream. Everyone was congratulatory
and supportive when | announced it - wishing me all the best on the endeavor.

Part of what let me take this step was having the ability to get *affordable* health care for me and the kids that didn't
exclude pre-existing conditions. (‘cause | was diagnosed with ulcerative colitis at age 15 - something which can
become colon cancer if not properly treated with preventative medication, which is easily obtained when one has
regular access to a gastroenterologist).

Often when | say "Obamacare" (which is the ACA) was how | could take this step many people reply, "Couldn't you
have just gotten insurance through Mark's work?"

The answer is "Yes, | could." And we looked at that. And when we did we found that it was 2-3 times (!!!) as
expensive as similar plans we could get from the exchange. That right there would have been the deal breaker for
whether we could afford for me to take this personal and career leap. The choice was clear - the kids and | could
have solid coverage staying with our existing providers at a reasonable cost.

So we had a great year where | was able to do my work while managing my own schedule (which is what let us
continue with homeschooling and let me get involved with several other activities important to me and our
community, but which wouldn't be possible in a 9-5) and had no worries when anything came up (like when one doc
diagnosed me with lupus - !!! - spoiler alert: | don't have lupus - and | had to go to a new specialist to have that
investigated, or when Gbuddy had three cavities and we needed to go back to the dentist for additional care, or
when Gbright fell off my shoulders landing head first on concrete and we had to go to urgent care on a Sunday
evening to make sure she didn't have a concussion or worse - she didn't). And | didn't have to think twice about
getting back to a gastroenterologist to get a colonoscopy scheduled for this year when I've been overdue for one to
get back on track with caring for my colitis (that's on me, not the government). -

And that's all easy stuff - nothing like how two of my friends are alive today because they were able to have ACA
plans while they were fighting cancer or the dozens of others | know who had insurance *at all* because of the ACA
and went to see a doctor when they wouldn't have otherwise because they could continue on their parents’ plans or
the millions of people | don't know who have now been able to get coverage because individual access separate
from employment is now possible - one of the most important steps our country has taken to bridge the gap between
the rich and the poor.

Plus, outside my personal experience, the data shows how effective and impactful this legislation has been:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/.. ./the-success-of-the-affor.../...

Did everyone have a great experience with it? No. My parents had a horrible time with it, though some of that is,
from what | can tell, implementation by the insurance companies, not the legislation itself. Could we make it better?
Totally - let's do that. ‘ :
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chelsea Vukovich q
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:38

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

To Whom it may concern,

My name is Chelsea Vukovich and | live in Alaska. | am writing to you today to implore you to oppose the Republican
repeal of the Affordable Care Act, known as the Graham Cassidy Act.

This bill would be devastating to millions of Americans and their ability to get medical care for themselves and their
families. My husband would be one of those affected. Five years ago he was diagnosed with cancer. After two surgeries
and two rounds of radiation he is on a "wait and see" plan. This means there is still cancer in his body but it is not
responding to radiation and is too small to remove surgically. So we get to wait, and see if it grows or spreads. This
means that every 6 months for the foreseeable future my husband has an ultrasound. As you can imagine this is pretty
stressful on him and me, wondering if this will be the time its grown.

There is a lot of uncertainty when dealing with a disease like cancer. However we do know that at some point my
husband will need another surgery. It took us two years, with insurance, to pay off the first two surgeries. Without the
protections of the ACA and the security of knowmg he will be covered by i insurance despite his pre existing condition |
am certain that the next surgery would destroy us financially. -

Our story isn't unique, and isn't as tragic as many others. But ta my husband and | it is our life. We want to be able to
give our son a secure childhood. We want to be able to help him go to college and pursue his dreams (he's already
declared at age 8 that he's getting degrees in paleontology, marine biology and zoology). We want to know that when
that ultrasound comes back showing growth that my husband will still be able to get the medical treatment needed to
ensure he's present for our sons triple graduation without crippling us financially.

With everything | am | ask you to oppose any bill that would risk my husband's life and our families future. This isn't
about politics, it's about people.

Thank you,

Chelsea Vukovich
Anchorage, AK
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National Association of School Nurses
National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship
National Down Syndrome Congress
National Health Council

National Institute for Reproductive Health
National Kidney Foundation

National Multiple Sclerosis Society
National Organization for Rare Diseases
Planned Parenthood

Public Health Institute .

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Trust for America's Health

Women Hear

e,’f‘ >

On the other hand, there are no healthcare organizations that are urging passage of this bill.

A bipartisan group of governors including (but not limited to) John Hickenlooper (CO), Bill Walker (AK), John
Kasich (OH), Steve Bullock (MO), Tom Wolf (PA), John Bel Edwards (LA), Charles D. Baker (MA), Terrance
R. McAuliffe (VA), Brian Sandoval (NV), Phil Scott (VT), and Chris Christie (NJ) have urged that this bill be
defeated.

Public Policy Polling found only 24 percent of respondents favoring Graham-Cassidy, and 50 percent opposing
it, with 27 percent “not sure”. This poll also finds that 68 percent are opposed to holding a vote on Graham-
Cassidy until the Congressional Budget Office has had a chance to assess the impact.

In a new ABC News/Washington Post poll "Fifty-six percent of Americans surveyed said they preferred the
current health-care law to the latest repeal-and-replace legislation put forth by Senate Republicans, while only
33 percent of those polled said they supported the new legislation.".

The Business Insider reports that passage of this bill would deliver "unprecedented' chaos in the health system".
According to The Hill that chaos would extend to the 50 states charged with implementing the new law.

This piece of legislation violates the social contract that we have with each other as Americans. It also violates
the 'fairness doctrine', in that it takes federal dollars from states that allowed medicare expansion and gives them
to states that did not. It is in truth NOT a healthcare bill, but a backdoor attempt to strip healthcare from
millions of Americans in order to fulfill a campaign promise to wealthy donors.

Graham Cassidy is bad policy in that it does not fix those things that are not working with the ACA, but instead
creates a whole new set of problems.

For the above mentioned reasons and many more, I urge you to no vote on this piece of legislation.

Thank you for taking my concerns into consideration. I look forward to'co.ntin_ueddiscussions with you, your
committee colleagues, and your staff on this very important topic.

Sincerely,
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American College of Physicians

American College of Preventive Medicine
American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American Diabetes Association

America's Essential Hospitals

American Foundation for the Blind
American Health Care Association
America's Health Insurance Plans

American Heart Association

American Hospital Association

American Liver Foundation

American Lung Association

American Medical Association

American Nurses Association

American Osteopathic Association
American Occupational Therapy Association
American Psychiatric Association
American Psychological Association
American Public Health Association
American Society for Addiction Medicine
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Amputee Coalition

The Arc

Arthritis Foundation

Association for Community Affiliated Plans
Association of American Medical Colleges
Association of University Centers on Disabilities
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America
Autism Society

Autism Speaks

Autistic Self Advocacy Network

Big Cities Health Coalition

Blue Cross Blue Shield Association
Catholic Health Association

Children's Hospital Association

Center for Medicare Advocacy

Coalition to Stop Opioid Overdose
Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities
COPD Foundation -

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Family Voices

Federation of American Hospitals

HIV Medicine Association

Infectious Diseases Society of America
JDRF

Lutheran Services in America

Kaiser Permanente

March of Dimes

Medicare Rights Center

National Association of Medicaid Directors
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: wind Eagle JEIEIIDD

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 3:59 AM

To: : gchcomments

Subject: Senate Finance Committee Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Comments

September 25th, 2017

The Honorable Orrin Hatch
Chairman

Committee on Finance
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ron Wyden
Ranking Member
Committee on Finance
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
] am writing to you today to express my concerns with the Graham-Cassidy legislation currently before you.

No good result will be achieved utilizing a bad process. Yet many persist in the effort to strip 32 million
Americans of their healthcare without public hearings, a markup, bipartisan amendments, debate, a committee
vote, a CBO score or any real idea of how this legislation will impact 20% of the US economy, the healthcare
industry as a whole or their constituents. '

Every major healthcare organization is opposed to this bill. They include (but are not limited to) the following :

Adult Congenital Heart Association

ALS Association

Alzheimer's Association

Alzheimer's Impact Movement

American Cancer Society

American College of Emergency Physicians
American College of Physicians

American College of Preventive Medicine
American Diabetes Association

American Academy of Family Physicians
American Academy of Pediatrics

American Cancer Society

American College of Emergency Physicians
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) -
From: Angela Abeyta el
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4.01 AM

- To: gchcomments
Subject: NO to Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators,

I currently rely on the ACA for my health insurance. I don't earn a lot of money, and the payments are already
expensive for me. I also know people who forgo health insurance because they can't afford the monthly
payments. We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and yet healthcare is not a guaranteed right for all
citizens. This is not just, and it must change. Rather than making it more difficult and expensive for people to
get health coverage, your priority should be to make it easier and more affordable for *everyone*. Don't
dismantle the ACA; build on it and improve it.

Sincerely,
Angela Abeyta
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Sherry Poplin- (PN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:39 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: dpoplinl@yahoo.com; Dawn Allen; Sherry Poplin
Subject: Medicaid services and proposed cuts

My name is Sherry Poplin and | am a parent of a 22-year-old son who has a diagnosis of mild mental retardation and
autism. He has required Medicaid services since the age of three including three hospitalizations, an extended one-year
stay in a state facility, two years in a children's mental health treatment facility, and group home placement for the last
nine years with GHA Autism Supports in Albemarle, NC. While we are fortunate to carry him on our private insurance, he
receives many services, including group home placement, that are not covered by Insurance. We rely on Medicaid to
cover what our insurance will not, including his group home placement. We are very concerned about the upcoming
legislation that will be voted on in the near future, specifically the Graham-Cassidy Bill. Our son requires extensive
structure in his day and care provided by those who specialize in autism. We are very grateful for the funding that has
been provided for him as his quality of life has improved greatly since being with GHA. We are asking that you worked
together in a bipartisan way to insure there are no Medicaid cuts that could jeopardize the services our son receives. We
are also aware of the many people who are on an extended waiting list for much-needed services for autism as well as
mental illness and developmental disabilities. We believe our child deserves the best life he can have and we must
advocate for his needs as long as we are physically and mentally able. Thank you for your service and your consideration
of our comments as you vote on this bill and any future deals that could jeopardize the services for these persons who
are dependent on others and Medicaid for their developmental and mental health needs.

Sincerely,
Sherry Poplin

Albemarle, NC 28001

Sent from my iPad
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rae Calvary _ -
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:04 AM

To: gchcomments o .
Subject: No on Graham-Cassidy Health Bill

Dear Senate Finance Committee:

As an independent voter in the state of Washington, | strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill. The impact
this bill would have on my family would be devastating. | feel | have lived a responsible life. | am female, have given
birth, and am thankfully aging gracefully. Along with aging and my gender come medical issues that are no fault of my
own. | fear | will not be able to have preventative care such as mammograms. My mother died from cancer four years
ago and my father has been living with cancer for four years. | cannot afford high premiums. | don't understand the
rush effort to get rid of the ACA. You are in a position to truly make history and place our country above other nations
by improving on the ACA and giving U.S. citizens more benefits that are truly affordable, if you would just take time to
research and come up with a real plan. Right now these changes are simply about tax cuts for the wealthy. This is not
about U.S. American citizens.

| am certain you can come up with something amazing if you would slow down, allow public hearings, debate,
consultations, and reviews. Stop putting party before people, please. Work bipartisan and put people before profits.
Sincerely,

Rachell Calvary-Reeves
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

iy S 5-& —
From: john rankine
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:04 AM
To: gchcomments
Cc: Senator Tom Cotton (Cotton); Representative Steve Womack; Senator John Boozman
Subject: health care

During the recession | lost my job along with my healthcare benefits. Jobless, | could not afford the $600 a month they
wanted for a similar healthcare plan and so, like most people in my situation, gambled for years | would not get sick.
When Obama Care came along | signed up and had health insurance for the first time again in several years.

It was also the year | had a major fall and broke my hip and shoulder. Fortunately | had a partner and several close
friends who were able to help me recover.

It was months of physical therapy and severe pain that still gives me trouble on occasion.

| was grateful for friends who helped out, but most grateful | did not have to declare bankcruptsy or mortgage my home
to pay for medical bills which came close to $90,000.

The ACA saved my life.

I will be ohe of the 32 million people in Arkansas and the country who will lose their coverage if this current bill passes.
It's hard to explain the security one feels knowing one won't lose their home if some accident should occur.

Please do not support the Graham/Cassidy bill.

We are suppose to be the greatest nation on earth and yet we are the only country who does not provide health care for
it's people. o

This makes no sense. Please work on a bi-partisan solution to provide Medicare for all.

Sincerely

John Rankine
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finfnce)

From: , Lindsay Clegg p
Sent: Monday, Sepfémber 25, 2017 4:06 AM &
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Graham Cassidy

NO NO NO NO NO!tHt

As an RN and medicaid recipient the ONLY new option I will accept is a single payer healthcare system. I
injured my back at work, disability ran out, my Cobra plan was $750 a month, my only option was Medicaid
and MediCal. DO NOT even consider Graham Cassidy. We are mad and paying attention that this is even on
the table.

This is your chance to be on the right side of history. We are paying close attention and will how you vote will
determine how hard we either campaign for or against you in your upcoming re-election cycle.

Lindsay Clegg
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

. | —
From: marylynn crandall
Sent: : Monday, September 25, 2017 4:06 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

| would also like to see procedures and the regular rule of order being followed in the Senate. This includes
public hearings with experts in the field, and allowing the CBO to score the bill before voting on it. It means
Senators going to their constituents and hearing their concerns.

Sincerely,

Mary Lynn Crandall
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tyler Laitinen JSIEI—

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4.07 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senaté Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Every health expert and insurance organization is against this bill. Have some sense.

Tyler Laitinen
Salt Lake City Utah
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: yael wagner Gy EEGE—————

Sent: Monday, Septegnber 25, 2017 4:16 AMs:
To: gchcomments”
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller completely, in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying
Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.
It is a cynical, cruel bill that harms millions of the citizens of this country, and benefits only few.

It is a bill that puts politics ahead of what’s right and good for the people.

yael wagner
Santa Clara, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From: Eric Weisz

Sent: Monday, Septémber 25, 2017 4:20 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Statement in opposition to Graham Cassidy

I write to publicly state my opposition the the Graham Cassidy bill and other attempts to repeal The Affordable
Care Act.

In 2015, I lost the job I had had for almost ten years. Unable to afford COBRA coverage, the Affordable Care
Act was the only thing that made it possible for me to find affordable health coverage for my family and me
until I was able to qualify and enroll for health insurance with my new employer. I shudder to think what works
have happened if someone in my family had suffered an expensive medical emergency during that period had I
been unable to secure coverage through the ACA.

I know many others in my community that have directly benefited from the ACA, including a number of the
provisions slated to be repealed by Graham Cassidy. Its provisions unfairly target the poor and middle class and
unfairly target the very states that have worked the hardest to ensure health coverage for their citizens.

My own opposition no{withstanding, implementation and consideration of legislation impacting so many people
and such a significant portion of the economy needs to be done through regular order, not as part of
parliamentary games disguised as budget reconciliation. It should not be pursued without receiving a proper

CBO score.

Sincerely
Eric Weisz
Alexandria VA

78



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sam Inderias QNN
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:24 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Samuel Inderias
Antioch, CA
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Medlcald and Somal Security dlsablhty One brother who has severe
per51stent asthma has prohibitively high copays and often foregoes treatment
| because of the expense; this is despite the fact that he works full time
| supporting his family and paying for his daughters college education. One of
.. my nephews needed to go to a 330 federally funded site in order to pay for
| his mental health medication..

) So you see the benefits of Medicaid and federally funded basic health care

 affects people in all spheres of my life. I believe that it is our duty to work

" hard, teach our children to care for themselves and their neighbors, to be

- compassionate and help others when they need help. In return, our

. government, who from the time we start earning our first paycheck, and
continue to send one third of our income for all of our working lives in the

.. form of taxes, should be there to be our safety net to help us stay out of

" poverty, to help with health care needs. This way we stay united in our sense

¥ l of relationship to one another. This social contract is the basis for my getting

| | through my day. It is now continuously threatened by those who care only

! about their own enrichment and see Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act as
* an unnecessary burden to the rest of us. I believe I speak for the majority of
Americans when [ say that in order to stay together as a country, we have to
take care of the myriad needs of all of us in varying degrees, depending on

" what life throws at us. Our constitution spells it out in the first few sentences:

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,

! insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Weilfare,

(! and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish

‘ ! - " this Constitution for the United States of America.
N
!

i
' We must keep these principles in mind as we find a way forward with health

care. 32 million people will suffer if the Graham Cassidy Bill goes forward.
. We are capable of so much more than thls We must do better. #Kill the Bill.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Judy Fletcher eyl NN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:27 AM

To: Ann Corrigan

Cc: Eileen O'Connor; gchcomments; Kami Seligman; Peter Beitchman
Subject: Re: Graham-Cassidy Comments

Thanks for your good example, Eileen!

On Sun, Sep 24, 2017 at 10:47 PM, Ann Corrigan RSy v ote:

I Wow. Beautiful. And thanks, Eileen.

On Sep 24, 2017 10:09 PM, "Eileen O'Connor" < NN v/ 1otc:

" To the Health Finance Committee:

_ 2 I am a family nurse practitioner working in the Bronx, where I work with
' many families struggling to hold themselves together. Examples include:

" o The mother of 4 who was in a domestic violence situation. Her children
witnessed this and suffered because of it and are in need of mental health
- services;
; e A patient with cerebral palsy who has a 5 year old daughter and needed the
2 ; help of a home health aid because she could not walk and hold her baby. She
~ is unable to take public transportation and depends on her transportation to

get to appointments;

e have many elderly patienfs who are able to stay in their homes because
their home attendants help with cooking, cleaning, bathing, and shopping.

x Tama mother of a 23 year old daughtef, who worries about paying for her
" health care premiums; I am one of 6 children, 2 of whom are beneficiaries of
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Wendy Weil mﬁ
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:26 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Save Medicaid

Attachments: IMG_20170925_0001.pdf

Please see my comments in attached letter about the importance of strengthening, not cutting Medicaid.

&"’ : BRI e *'
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Theresia Shearer

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:29 AM
To: gchcomments .
Subject: Graham- Ca55|dy Cost

It's unsavoury to bring the Graham-Cassidy bill to a vote without the due process of hearings and a complete
scoring by the CBO.

If this bill was anything but an attempt to roll back an Obama era regulation it would go through a rigourous
financial review. What is the Senate (and the House) trying to hide by not including health care organizations in
the design and review of this bill? Get the profit centers of insurance companles and the dark money of the
Koch brothers out of health insurance decisions.

Health care is a 6th of our GDP. The Senate (and House) should be looking into why this once-great nation is
ranked so poorly on the quality of our health care and has the highest costs in the world.

The Graham-Cassidy bill should not be brought to the floor for a vote.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) . "

From: Ellen Lewis < NENENEGEREGGGE—
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:32 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please don't take away my health care

Dear Senate Finance Committee members,

I’ve been afraid since March 1st of this year, when I was diagnosed with breast cancer, and the actions of the
Republican-led Senate are making me more afraid.

I am a playwright — an independent contractor, working regularly, but not for any one business long enough to
qualify for health insurance. The Affordable Care Act helped me to get health insurance for the first time in
more than five years. With my first mammogram, they found that I had cancer. It was caught early enough that
my doctors feel positive about my prognosis. But I need to continue to follow up with them. And if the cancer
comes back, I need to have access to health insurance

I can’t be without health insurance.

And everything I read about this new scheme to destroy the Affordable Care Act without replacing it with a
real, viable alternative terrifies me.

The following medical organizations are against this new bill:

« The American Medical Association

« The American Psychiatric Association

« The American Public Health Association

« The National Institute for Reproductive Health

« The American Academy of Pediatrics

« The Association of American Medical Colleges

« The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
« The Federation of American Hospitals

They recognize the dangers of taking away the health care of millions of Americans and gutting Medicare. of
taking away annual cost caps and protections for those of us with pre-existing conditions.

Please don’t take away my health care.
Please.
Sincerely,

~Ellen M. Lewis
Monitor, OR
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Without access to insurance, I cannot afford the inhaler I take daily for my
chronic asthma. My insurance currently does not cover the entire monthly
payment. I'm lucky in that my parents and I can contmue to buy the mcd1cat10n
I need in order to live my day to day life. However, many Americans are not
so lucky. No one should be denied healthcare coverage simply because they
are sick, underemployed, or otherwise disadvantaged. This is, quite frankly,
un-American. |

I look forward to watching how your Committee challenges the fiscal impact
of this bill, which cuts at least $239 billion from health programs and
marketplace subsidies, and how you work to foster productlve dlscussmns in
the Senate on fixing our healthcare system.

Thank you for your time.
Regards, |
Anna Hegland

Kenosha Wlsconsm
53140
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anna Hegland

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:38 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCHJ Comment from Wisconsin

Dear Committee Members,

I am relieved that the Senate's efforts to repeal the ACA have failed thus far. I
support quality, affordable healthcare for all Americans and want to see my
representatives lead collaborative, bipartisan discussions on improving the
parts of the ACA that are not working, so that it works for everyone.

I absolutely do not support - and urge you all to reject - the Graham-Cassidy-
Heller-Johnson healthcare bill.

[ am againSt the elimination of premium and éost—sharihg reduction subsidies,
and the fact that block grants would provide $239 billion less than projected
federal spending for existing Medicaid expansion and subsidies.

I am very concerned that GCHJ would allow individual states to redefine what
constitutes an ‘“‘essential health benefit.” In the past, this has been nothing more
than a means for stripping women and minorities of healthcare access. Insurers
cannot be allowed to simply not cover pregnancy, newborn care, mental health
services, and birth control. Not only is this unhealthy, it is costly in the long
term. Women in low-income communities and those who live in poverty are
unlikely to have access to contraceptives, and when these women need
pregnancy care, they rely on local and state resources, which experience cuts to
federal funding through this bill. This is not what 1 expect from a party which
calls itself pro-life. In my church, pro-life means caring for both mother and
child, before, during, and after birth. Pregnancy is not a pre-existing condition
and should not be treated as such. S

Finally, T am horrified that this bill contains even harsher cuts to Medicaid,
which is a lifeline for many children, seniors, and people with disabilities, and
removes protections for people like me who have pre-existing conditions.

68



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Vicky Mattson

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:39 AM

To: gchcomments . IR
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Experts on health care, from medical providers' associations, to state Medicare directors, to the insurance industry have
been overwhelmingly clear that this bill would be a disaster for Americans. It is unconscionable that any elected
representative would support a bill that would, without exception, worsen health care coverage in every state. Sadly,
there are unethical republicans who will support the bill nonetheless. As an American, | urge you all to vote NO on this
harmful legislation.

Vicky Mattson
Monte Sereno, CA
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That life is everything to me. Please don't make us go‘ back there, ;I‘beg you.
Sue Herndon

O

Charlottesville, Virginia
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sue Herndon QiR
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:41 AM
1;2:‘ PP gchcomments

Subject: Medicaid/GAP in Virginia

My beautiful, vibrant daughter has suffered from mental illness for years, though it went undiagnosed and
untreated for most of her life. Her first suicide attempt was when she was 15. T had just lost my job at the
University of Virginia, but fortunately was still able to have insurance through COBRA-at a cost of over
$1100/month. My only recourse was to put that on a credit card, and am still paying off that debt. But the cost
of her stay in the PICU as she recovered would have been much, much more.

A few years later, when she was a pre-law student at JMU, she had a debilitating episode. She was then
diagnosed as bipolar. That began a struggle that has lasted years. She has swung from violently manic episodes
to depression so severe that death seemed to her the only option. She kept up a valiant struggle against both her
disease, and a health care system that continually denied her service due to the fact that she was unable to afford
insurance. At one point, she was was arrested for violent behavior (want to have your heart broken? Look into
the eyes of your child after she has assaulted you and watch her realize what she has done) Instead of being
taken to the ER and processed for the psychiatric ward, she was put in jail. I had filled out the paperwork for a
Temporary Detainment Order, but was unable to have it served, because I was told you can't have someone
committed from jail. At that time, she had finally gotten an appointment and was immensely hopeful that she
would get some help. At her hearing, the judge told her she was clearly unmedicated and sent her to jail "until
she got herself together." As a result, she missed the appointment and was dropped from that therapist as a
result.

She was on the wait list for an appointment at the UVa Psychiatric clinic for THREE YEARS. Apparently, they
keep rolling the uninsured patients down the list in favor of the insured. Four days after Creigh Deeds issued his
report on the state of our mental health services, she was given an appointment. She asked me to accompany her
so that I could help her communicate to the resident in charge of her care. The resident asked me what her
current mental health care plan was. I told her, "I go down to the magistrate's office and fill out the paperwork
for a TDO on each shift so that when she becomes a danger to herself or others, I can try to get her some help."
I don't know why the woman looked so shocked. It was the only recourse I had.

Once, desperate for help, she went to the ER and told them she was going to kill herself. She was put in the
psychiatric ward for 72 hours and for a brief time, was able to get some help. But her doctors have been
residents, and when they leave, she has to start all over again to get a new doctor.

This struggle has gone on for years. She is fortunate to be very intelligent and naturally tenacious. That is the
only reason she has been able to get as far as she has. She finally found out about the Medicaid/GAP program.
Through that, she was able to procure a therapist who is helping her. She is medicated, and is in a therapeutic
program that is getting her on the track to once again being a productive and sometimes even happy, human

being.

What would she do without that Medicaid program? Will we go back to a time where she swings between
violent episodes and abject, suicidal misery? Will I go back to having to call the police as my only recourse to
prevent her from hurting me or herself? We live in a world where my child's pain is nothing to our legislators,
who seem to be able to look her in the eye and tell her to suck it up. Legislators whose own health care is
completely taken care of. They have theirs, I guess. What's one young woman's life to them?
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Judy Fletcher ey

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:46 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments for hearing on the Graham Cassidy Bill

My daughter is about to finish college, where she has had healthcare coverage through the University. She is a
bright, productive member of society who has a great deal to contribute. She also has several pre-existing
conditions for which she will not be able to be treated if she can't get a job that provides her with an excellent
healthcare plan or truly affordable and comprehensive insurance through the open market. I worry every day
about what will happen to her if a bill like Graham Cassidy goes through. Will she have to choose between
eating and paying rent and getting medical treatment, without which she might die? Will she be able to afford
birth control so that she can plan her life and career? Will she be able to afford the medical costs of having a

baby?

Contrast that with her sister, who lives in Scotland. She had a dangerous pregnancy that was well-managed and
not compounded by the stress of worrying about how she would be able to access and pay for the healthcare and
hospitalization she needed. When her child became deathly ill, she was able to get her to hospital and treated
without being badgered for paperwork or questions of whether she could cover the costs. Her contraceptives
are free, so that she can plan the spacing of her children to accommodate her ability to support her growing
family. Her prescription meds are covered.

And I worry about my husband and me. We have worked hard throughout our adult lives at jobs that we chose
because of the ways we can help others through them. They don't make us wealthy. We are looking to
retirement within the next few years. We are looking ahead to a likely time when one or both of us will need
long-term care. We can't afford long-term care insurance. We are likely to run out of money. What will we do
if we don't have access to Medicaid if we run out of money in our final years?

Judith E. Fletcher

Bronx, NY
10463
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ryah Belford 4 ‘

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:49 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017
Hello,

My family and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to
see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Ryah Belford

Arlington MA 02476
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Sherry Bellamy w )

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:50 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Stop Graham-Cassidy

All,

You must realize that fewer than 25% of Americans approve of Graham-Cassidy. Please do not allow passage of this
terrible bill.

Even without a CBO score, independent analysts say at least 30 million Americans will lose Heath insurance coverage.
Why? To insult President Obama? To destroy his legacy? You need to worry about your own legacies as you try to

sentence people to die or go bankrupt all to fulfill an empty "campaign promise."
. "

This is no way to address such a serious issue that affects one-fifth of our economy. You had eight years to develop a
viable alternative Heath insurance plan. You failed to do that. These ridiculous, hastily written proposals are only serving
to make all but a small handful of Republicans look like fools.

Stop the insanity. Go back to regular order, fix the problems with the Affordable Care Act, stop trying to destroy
Medicaid. The first rule of medicine is "do no harm." Perhaps you should adopt that rule for the Senate?

Join the rest of the developed countries across the globe and make certain ALL of your citizens have real, affordable and
reliable access to health care. In that way you could truly make America greater, rather than tearing it apart, rather than
destroying lives.

Sherry Bellamy

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nathaniel Osborn GGG

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:50 AM
To: gchcomments * ‘ k
Subject: Public Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Hearing

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1 have friends on
Medicaid and personally have a pre-existing condition. The fear of losing my and their coverage is very real and very
stressful. Going through this stress every couple of months is becoming exhausting. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal and replace it.

Sincerely,

Nathaniel Osborn

Henderson, Nevada
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Liv Isacson Y
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:51 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Liv Isacson
Greensboro, NC
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Wright, Kevin (Finance :

From:

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:54 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

All 50 Governor's are against this plan... That should be very telling to you. Please just ask
yourselves, would in want this for MY healthcare? Simple test.

From a NH RN

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

B
Wi,

From: Monica

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:55 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Commiittee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Monica Ohakwe
New Orleans, LA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Dan Dassow NGy

Sent: Monday, géptember 25, 2017 4:58 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do Not Pass Graham Cassidy

I’ve been handicapped since 8 months when I had polio. My wife has had diabetes since she was 15. Until I was
forced to retire due health reasons I had excellent health care through my employer. The Affordable Care Act
has allowed me to continue to have affordable health care for me and my wife. Graham Cassidy will make 1t
impossible for me and my wife to have affordable health care. Passing this cruel ill considered bill will lead to

our deaths.

Dan Dassowg

57



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Senate Finance Committee,

rz ‘ %
Daniel Imamura {A——
Monday, September 25, 2017 5:05 AM

gchcomments
Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Mgdicaid and harming sur;ne'of the musl vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Daniel Imamura
Mililani, Hawaii
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carolynn ni Lochlainn <l NN
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:07 A

To: gchcomments -+ - o
Subject: Healthcare

So. Are you seriously content to pass a bill without a CBO score?
Just checking.

My LIFE is on the line. My health is my productivity in the GNP and GDP, and things are bad enough right
now.

I am in New York and I am having trouble finding Medicaid-accepting doctors.

I can't find a job to give me insurance despite my two degrees, one of which is a JD. I want to work, [ am
physically able to work in an office setting, but there is nothing for me.

I live on a $600-per-month stipend. Exchange insurance, at minimum, costs over $350 per month. I can't afford
that.

I take thousands of dollars' worth of medications that I will not be able to afford without medicaid. Without
appropriate medical supervision and prescription, I won't be able to afford them anyway.

I am 52 years old, but I have been rendered unemployable by a job market that uses any excuse to hire
underqualified people half my age to do what I'm trained, and more experienced, at doing.

My health renders me unable to take physically exhausting part-time work like restaurant service or retail,
which neither provides health insurance, nor sufficient income to afford it from the marketplace.

I do not need to be further hobbled. I need improved coverage under the ACA. I donot need repeal.

I don't care about the gloss of what was promised to whom, or when - the plain fact is that America will suffer
horrendous loss of income and life if you insist on passing any form of repeal.

Work with your fellow senators and representatives. Do what you are paid AND INSURED, for life, to do.
HELP PEOPLE.

Help me.
Stop trying to repeal the ACA, and repair it instead.
Sincerely,

Carolynn ni Lochlainn
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marsha Tudor ey
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:06 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy

Such legislation will cause major economic disruption besides the obvious huge human cost.
Imagine all the lost work days caused when people can't get treatment for illnesses.

Imagine the healthcare workers who lose their jobs because so many fewer people can seek healthcare. This will
be true for drug companies, hospitals and small doctor offices etc.

Just the simple chaos from implementing an unvetted program is unconscionable.

Do the right thing.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rich Lalley iy
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:54 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Collins conments

Dear Senators:

I am writing to express my grave concerns with the health insurance legislation you are discussing this morning.
I believe it will endanger the lives of millions of citizens with chronic health issues, citizens who develop
catastrophic illnesses like cancer, and children and seniors living in poverty with no means to fend for
themselves.

We frequently claim to be the greatest of all nations. Yet we don't provide an adequate level of health care for
all of our citizens like all other developed countries. The legislation you are examining today will only make
our dubious position more sad.

The obvious money grab underway- bigger tax cuts for the wealthiest and transfers of federal support from blue
states to red, is shameful.

Rather than working to endanger lives, why not work to save lives by providing the massive aid urgently
needed by US citizens in Puerto Rico and UVI? That is what a great America would do.

Sincerely,

Richard Lalley
A AT DA
T

Sent from BlueMail
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Hoff <O "

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:00 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Letter in opposition to Graham Cassidy Bill
Attachments: Hoff Letter - Graham Cassidy.pdf

Attached please find comments in opposition to the Graham Cassidy bill.

David Hoff
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bart Smaalders TN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:42 AM
- To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

This country needs basic health security, and the Graham-Cassidy-Heller proposal threatens to take that away. All of us
need to be able to buy insurance, even those with pre-existing conditions, and we need to make sure that our rates will
not skyrocket when we become ill or injured.

Health care is NOT something to be reserved only for the wealthy or those lucky enough to work for a large corporation.
There are millions of small businesses in this country, and your proposal will make it impossible for those businessman
and women to keep themselves and their employees insured.

Let's NOT repeal the ACA but instead work in a bi-partisan manner to strengthen and improve the protections it affords
everyone in our country. | know there are rich donors who have stated that they will not make political donations unless
the Republicans repeal the ACA. Have we really come to this, that we're éoing to deprive millions of Americans of
essential healthcare and thus cause untold financial hardships and even death in order to secure additional funds to win

an election? ™

At what price power? Step away from the brink, and put the health and safety of millions of Americans above the
wishes of the powerful plutocrats that have being calling the tune.

Sincerely,

Bart Smaalders

Menlo Park, CA 94025
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' Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Priya Shyamsundar (il gy

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:07 AM
To: gchcomments #
Subject: Affordable Care Act

Dear Senators
| am writing to request you to please not repeal the Affordable Care Act.

I have several middle class friends and family members who were unable to obtain regular and routine health checks
before ACA. | understand that ACA has its problems and needs to be reformed. However, the solution is in reforming
ACA and NOT in repealing it and replacing it with a policy that will leave millions of Americans without health care.
Please move any discussions forward in a regular fashion and do not rush such a major policy change through before the

end of September.

Thank you
Priya Shyamsundar

Arlington,VA -
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Barbara Davis m B

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:08 A
To: gchcomments
Subject: GCHJ

I'm sending this email to become part of the official hearing record. As a 2x cancer survivor i am sick and tired of living in
fear of the bullseye that this bill will put on my back and the backs of millions of Americans like me with a pre existing
condition. GCHJ is not a bill to improve and or provide healthcare for the American people. It is a bill that is being forced
upon us by a group of big money GOP donors who want the ACA repealed at any cost, including lives lost. The audacity
of these donors to hold our electorate hostage and put their needs over those of the masses is a real and present danger
to our democracy. When we hear those in the house and senate standing by this bill exclaiming "we must keep our
promise to the American people and repeal and replace Obamacare" the people know that this is a lie. The majority of
people do not want you to repeal and replace. They want you you to function under regular congressional order to
stabilize and improve the ACA in a true bipartisan effort. It is for the greater good, not the egos and pocket books of the
few GOR,auppet masters using their purse strings to make supposed statesman of the congress dance. You disgrace the
offices you hold when you dance for money. Since when did this nation become only for those with money. You rely on
the poor and middle class to serve and protect. To defend our honor and our constitution. And in turn we expect those
elected to serve ALL people and to follow the same code of honor. | ask you to stand with the American people over the
money you've succumbed to previously and vote NO GCHJ. Otherwise we'd like you to' go home.

Sincerely,
Barbara Davis
Missouri
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Steve SILBERBERG €T muuseriuome
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:10 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Aca

Please do not repeal the ACA.

Sent from my ... who really cares?
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It is an embarassment to this country and those like my father who have served it that our elected
representatives would consider replacing essential federal health care programs with block grants that leave the
states with fractions of pennies on the dollar to dole out for health care needs. Cutting programs that help
citizens to obtain medical care is just mean. You cannot make this nation greater by impoverishing its citizens
through unregulated costs, stripping them of care, and leaving them to die.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Holland
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: heaasn aaoa oo

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:09 AM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Wright, Kevin (Finance)

Subject: Testimony for Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal,
Monday, September 25, 2017, 2:00 PM.

Attachments: Graham-Cassiday testimony.pdf; Graham-Cassiday testimony.rtf

Dear Mr. Hatch and staff for the Senate Finance Committee,

Attached please find my views for inclusion in the hearing record on the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
proposal which the committee will be considering this afternoon.

Due to the time sensitivity of the comment and the short time frame for its submission, I am
submitting an electronic copy to be entered for the hearing today in addition to sending the original
in the mail, as per your instructions.

Please acknowledge receipt and let me know where I can find evidence that my comment was submitted to all
committee members for their consideration.

The content of my comment, in its entirety, also appears below my signature.
Thank you for your consideration and for your service to our country.
Sincerely,

Carolyn Holland

re: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, September 25, 2017,
2:00 PM.

Senator Hatch and members of the Senate Finance Committee:
I am writing to give my perspective on the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson bill.

It is a pretense for anyone in Congress to pretend that Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson is the benign repeal of
an unpopular program when it destabilizes not only the Affordable Healthcare Act but also Medicaid.

My father was a high school teacher who served in the Army Air Force in WWIL On September 8 we
celebrated his 94th birthday in the nursing home that he moved into about a year and a half ago. Dad outlived
his income in that when he was 93, the unregulated escalation in medical costs finally exceeded the meager
increases in his teacher's pension and he went on Medicaid.

My dad served his country and he served his community and he maintained his independence for as long as he
could, even well into the age-related decline of his cognitive functioning. Needless to say, this was preceded by
a series of excruciating decisions for our family. We simply could not provide the level of care that he gets

through Medicaid.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To::
Subject:

To whom it may concern,

Juliana Engel e TENS G,
Monday, September 25, 2017 5:11 AM

gchcomments
Action: Public Testimony for Today's Hearing - Illinois

Our family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with pre-existing conditions is tested to an accident | was in seven years ago, through no fault of my own. We
are otherwise in great health, have our own insurance, eat well and take preventative measures to preserve
our wellness. Increases in expense for medical care will limit or access if not deter treatment and deny care. |
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Juliana Engel
Berwyn, 1L
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Mike McIntosh ST SNSRI

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:15 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Against the Graham/Cassidy Health Care Bill

I am against any new Health Care Bills that would repeal and replace Obamacare. Obamacare should be fixed rather than repealed and
replaced. There's a big chance that this bill, if passed, would put millions of people out of insurance. That is a very cruel thing to do.
Health Care is a right rather than a luxury or pleasure. It is our right to have life and well-being rather than to be sick and have to pay
everything out of pocket. Many people aren't able to pay everything and they would have to stay sick or die rather than have insurance
and stay well. My parents have both recently been diagnosed with cancer. Health Care shouldn't be a partisan issue. It should be
common sense with everyone willing to accept it as a right Republicans, Democrats, 3rd parties and Independents. Wanting to put
anyone off insurance is a cruel and evil ideology. This is what will happen if this bill is passed. No one should be discriminated
against because of a pre-existing condition. No one should have to pay higher premiums because of a pre-existing condition. Not
many people would be able to afford insurance if they had to pay the premiums that this bill would create. The easiest circumstance
for Congress to take upon Health Care would be to fix what is already in place. I believe when Obamacare was first submitted, it was
a lot different and acceptable for all citizens in America but after it ran through changes from Republican Congress, Supreme Court
and Governors who made changes to it, that's where these issues began. Conservatism isn't always the right ideology and it shows
when it comes to issues. Conservatism shows greed, cruelty and evilness when it comes to issues like this. Congress should show love
and respect for the citizens of the United States rather than showing politics. Put your people first rather than your political party. I
know that many members of Congress and the president have listened to people with these cruel and evil ideologies who have been
deceived by the Republican Party. These (wrongful) opinions of these people shouldn't matter either because they're not right. I'm sure
the reason that these people are against Obamacare is because President Obama wanted it and passed it. It became a partisan issue
rather than what is best for the people of the United States. The issue has been misleading to many gullible people who have been
deceived by many people of the Republican Party. 1 have great respect for the Republicans who have voted against repealing and
replacing. I have no respect at all for the ones who voted to repeal and replace for it is cruel and evil to do so.Please put the citizens of
the United States over the Republican Party. That is called being American. Anything otherwise is cruel, evil and un-American.

Thanks, Mike McIntosh
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Wright, Kevin (Finance!

From: Clark, Cheryl A [HS EQ] sccisis@ienseremsiums
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:16 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: comments for Graham-Cassidy hearing

Graham-Cassidy is not the solution to health care for this country. It removes protection for pre-existing
conditions, putting too many people at risk. It makes affordable care inaccessible to millions and once again,
favors the wealthy. Women are left particularly vulnerable.

It's time to continue with the bipartisan discussions which were halted to consider Graham-Cassidy. The real
solution lies in working together, including women in the planning, and making improvements in ACA instead
of pursuing repeal and replace. The majority of Americans now agree that repeal would makes the situation
worse. It's time for Republicans to move beyond their bitterness as it will not benefit their party nor the country.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Wanda Sevey ailiESSesrmet>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:17 AM
To: gchcomments

Cc: Wanda Sevey

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Wanda Sevey
Delanco, NJ
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Wanda Sevey «uim@eommwshags>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Cc: Wanda Sevey

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

[Your name]
[City, State]
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) ,

From: P )

Monday, September 25, 2017 5:22 AM

Sent:

To: gchcomments

Subject: The ACA saved my son's life.docx
Attachments: The ACA saved my son's life.docx

The ACA saved my son's life.docx 985
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Douglas McMorris <enginamesssie@umuimnens >

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:25 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: _ Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Douglas McMorris

Austin, TX
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gordon Widener <yguewside@igioumime, >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:27 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Gordon Widener
Redford Township, Ml
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-Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: T McCormick < iauesafmumnmmne >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:28 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Fix ACA

My family relies on quality, affordable health care: my spouse and | as we near retirement, our elderly parents and our
children who are just starting out on their own.

We all oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

We made steps towards appropriate health care with ACA, now we need our representatives to work together (which is
what we sent them to Washington to do for us) to fix the shortcomings of ACA, not gut it at the expense of our citizens.
We urge the Senate to do the right thing, not the politically expedient. Americans depend on you.

Ms. T. McCormick
AGE T

(-
)

Sent from my iPhone ~
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: lena cosme SRS E———— >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:29 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.

Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Ltena Cosme
Brooklyn, NY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lena Cosme gasesvswpmewBuimsmhnem-
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:32 AM
To: gchcomments

- Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee
was considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage
while destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities,
seniors and people with disabilities. ’

Lena Bagwell
Queens, NY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Caryn Rogers <emsmmeusrsGuymmitaith
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:32 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Maternal mortality

Please coordinate with the experts at the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology and the Society for
Maternal-Fetal Medicine to improve our maternal mortality rates. Our numbers are worse than almost all other
developed countries and are rising.

Cuts to the funding to provide that care and changes that worsen delivery of that care, especially in rural areas,
will make those numbers even worse. As currently written, both ACOG and SMFM oppose the bill.

This is one of the first healthcare issues developing countries address: not only is it wrong to allow women to
die because they are pregnant, but every dollar invested returns a huge savings for the state in other spending.

Take care, Caryn
"Negation is the origin of content."
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Everdove 4SRN
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:33 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care

Dear Senators, Please do not gut Medicaid in order to give oligarchs a tax cut. You think you owe your donors what you
promised them. But you took an oath to us, the people, that far outranks any campaign promise. The Preamble states
clearly that one purpose of our government is to provide for the general welfare. If you forsake the gains we have made
in working toward achieving health care for all Americans, you forsake your oath to the people to help us reach
minimum standards that other Western nations enjoy.

Ignore the Kochs and the Mercers. Look down Main Street of one of the little towns in your state. Look at the young
couple wanting a first baby, and the old Nana in the nursing home. Look at the Army vet and the guys driving the big
rigs. The Koch Brothers have plenty of money, but these people live month by month. All these people in all these towns
and cities across America are looking to one hundred people, our Senators, to decide if we become a healthier nation or
a meaner one.

| beg you to work together in a bipartisan fashion with emphasis on finding a fair and equitable path, giving the best
health insurance possible to the most people.

I beg you to forget the Koch Brothers and all of your donors. Don't worry, there will be plenty more lining up to try to
buy influence. S " ' ' ' ‘ '

For once, please just live up to your oath and protect your people. Thanks for your service.

P.S. Help Puerto Rico.

Donna Miller

Greenville South Carolina
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: RICHARD K. GREENSTEIN <y
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:33 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill in the strongest possible terms. I support bi-partisan efforts to improve the
Affordable Care Act.

Richard K. Greenstein
Philadelphia, PA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Goldbach gl ——
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:36 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

| am writing in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Bill.

My family and [ all depend on quality, affordable health care, including the continuation of coverage
for pre-existing conditions.

In addition, as a psychotherapist, | am acutely aware of the importance of coverage for behavioral
health treatment. My suicidal patients, and those with severe eating disorders, would be negatively
impacted if outpatient and inpatient treatment for psychological issues were to be curtailed. | also
know that many of my patients would have difficulty paying for insurance if state block grants were
decreased or disappeared.

Please rule against the Graham-Cassidy Bill, and then work on a bipartisan effort to improve the
ACA. .

Sincerely,

Melissa Goldbach,
Plymouth, Massachusetts
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finar:ce)

From: wanata———

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:36 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy opposed

Re: Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Pamela Freyd
Philadelphia, PA 19103
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Hoff <

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:34 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham Cassidy
Attachments: MA-APSE Comments - Graham Cassidy.pdf

Attached please see the comments from Massachusetts APSE in opposition to the Graham Cassidy bill.

David Hoff
Board President - Massachusetts APSE
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: WERIR ™
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:37 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill

Dear Sir/Madame,

I vehemently oppose the above bill. Due to having lymphoma and sleep apnea, if it passes, essentially, I will
be uninsurable due to the horrific costs I would have to pay as the result of having preexisting conditions and
being 62. That is, if  can even get insurance.

There are many people who would be in my situation.

I beg you to do the right thing and reject this bill.  This isn’t an issue of Democrat vs. Republican. It is an
issue of people’s lives which sadly so many politicians have seen to have forgotten.

Vivian Buc
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Wright, Kevin (Final:_g)

From: - Kathleen Gannon ««enyiiNEE— -

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:40 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No to the Cassidy-Graham bill

I am a voting constituent from Maryland, and I am writing to share my deep concerns about the Cassidy-
Graham bill to repeal the aCA. I believe that the bill as proposed threatens to take away life-saving protections
for the nation's most vulnerable and would result in devastating coverage loss for many Americans. I urge you
to vote against the bill.

Thank you,
Kate Gannon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Levitt Seldin «iNGGCEEEN——
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:41 AM
To: gchcomments

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee
was considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage
while destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities,
seniors and people with disabilities.

Melissa Seldin
Potomac, MD

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from Gmail Mobile
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathryn O'Connor eSS >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:40 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Kathryn
New York
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melody Williams < EunGaenny
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:50 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
Why are you trying to use parliamentary tricks to push this bill through without debate. These tactics are used by
despotic governments. If you truly wanted to fix healthcare you would have wide debates with open forums instead of
constantly trying to push through your partisan agendas.

Melody Williams

17701
5704236457
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Montgomery « iR

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:49 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators,

I am a cancer survivor. My sister is a stroke survivor who is confined to a nursing home because she cannot
care for herself. She is paralyzed on her right side, has lost her memory, and struggles with her speech. Would
you put her out on the street?

If you allow the Graham-Cassidy bill to pass, you might be doing just that.

You see, she relies on Medicaid to pay for her care. After having worked all of her life, she has been reduced to
this. And your vote could propel her toward a gravely uncertain future.

In the United States, we care about our people. Or at least I thought we did.

Do you want your legacy as lawmakers to be one of sweeping children, the chronically ill, the poor and the
elderly under the rug? Left to die?

You decide.

Sincerely, »

Carol A Montgomery
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelly McAndrew <sgmiuiiiiiiesm >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:50 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy NO!

My family relies on affordable healthcare. My sister and | both inherited two chronic conditions from our parents and
therefore have pre existing conditions. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA not
repeal it with this hateful proposed legislation.

Thank you,

Kelly McAndrew
Astoria, NY

25



Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mitchell, Julie A syl >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:50 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: GC-bill

Many Americans rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. This bill ignores
people who rely on medicaid, or have pre-existing conditions, disabilities and are barely able to pay for groceries, let
alone medical care.

Any bill brought forward for consideration, needs to represent a majority of Americans and should incorporate a
bipartisan congressional effort to /mprove the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Julie Mitchell
Monkton, VT.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lawrence Carlbon 4yl
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:28 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

[ urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities. ’
Rebecca Carlbon

Beverly, New Jersey 08010. ]

Sent from my iPhone
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susanna VRGN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:53 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering. Graham-
Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most
vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Susanna Coit
Boston, Massachusetts
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Margaret RSN
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:54 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Why Graham-Cassidy is terrifying to us

To: the Senate Finance Committe, The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch Chairman and The Honorable Ron Wyden
Ranking Member '

We are a family of 3 that are very fearful of what our future will look like if the Affordable Care Act ceases to
exist. I am a cancer survivor and was not able to get on any insurance plan after I started my own business. My
son is autistic and was also uninsurable given his condition. But even given my son's and my situation, my
fiance is in a much more desperate situation. He has a genetic condition where his blood clots too easily so
since the age of 19 he has had to be on blood thinners at levels that basically make him a hemophiliac. He had
several episodes during his life that put him in the hospital for weeks at a time. He has worked hard all his life,
founded several IT businesses and at one time had good health insurance that he was slowly priced out of and
had to drop it when the premiums went up to 3100.00 a month. That was 2 years before the ACA started and in
the interim he was in the hospital for his condition and he is still paying off that bill 9 years later. Under the
ACA he has good comprehensive insurance that he can afford. But now he is 60 and looking at further
complications in his condition, gastric issues that have required several procedures, prostate issues that are
going to require surgery and retinal problems that are potentially blinding. He has no idea what he will do if his
insurance goes away and he is thrown to the private insurance industry. He has always taken excellent care of
himself and is amazingly healthy given his issues—but still is basically uninsurable in a commercial market.
I’m so afraid that he will have to become a medical refugee. Oh and he also keeps the internet running (not an
exaggeration—Google Network Time Foundation), so keeping him healthy and functional is in all our best
interest.

Please consider all families like ours in similar (and worse) situations. We are relying on you to make good
decisions.

Sincerely,

Margaret Clark
Talent, Oregon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) _

From: Jeffrey Townsend NN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:54 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Senate Finance Committee hearing on the Graham-Cassidy bill Monday, September

25th at 2:00pm EDT

Senate Finance Committee hearing on the Graham-Cassidy bill
Monday, September 25 at 2:00pm EDT
From: Jeffrey i, \\/oodbridge, CT 06525

This bill should not even be considered for a vote. It is terrible legislation. Here are a few reasons why:

1. pre-existing conditions are not actually guaranteed to be covered. Under this bill, individual states have the option to
obtain waivers that then would allow insurance companies to raise premiums by potentially 10's of thousands of dollars
for any number of pre-existing conditions, including pregnancy.

2. currently, under Obamacare, insurance companies can charge the elderly up to 3x as much as the young. Under
the new bill, this ability to ramp up charges on the infirm increases to 5x.

3. the timing of the vote with enormous consequences before the CBO can give an estimate on its impacts is
incautious at best, vehemently unpatriotic at worst. The Brookings Institute estimates that 21 million fewer people will
have health coverage by 2026 under this plan. That is regression, and not what is needed in America today.

4. this bill is opposed by the AARP, American Heart Association, March of Dimes, National Health Council, Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation, and many many other respectable, non-partisan health organizations -

(http://money.cnn.com/. ../...Jobamacare-repeal-oppose/index.hitml...). These organizations know how bad for America this
bill is.

5. | would like to see congress work together on improving (or replacing, if that's the way it has to be) Obamacare.
Hastily destroying it with a bill whose only real goal is to give a political party the ability to say they fulfilled their (now 7
year old) vows to repeal Obamacare is not what is good for America. How can it be, with a consequence of 21 million
uninsured Americans? Unaffordable healthcare for people with preexisting conditions or the elderly? Possibly the
complete collapse of non-employer-purchased insurance markets in some states?
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Wendy Scharfman <semsrwaasinataasiosnatnn:
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:55 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: As a citizen, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As a middle class American
who works hard and has On my way! Health issues, it is essential to be able to receive good affordable and accessible
healthcare. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Wendy Scharfman

New York, NY

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carolyn <l RNt
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:56 AM

To: _ gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

Dear Congress,
My family and | rely on decent, affordable healthcare to stay healthy and to protect us when we get sick or injured.

The Affordable Care Act has improved the quality of our health insurance. It's something that we really noticed when we
had our babies in 2013 and 2016, after requirements for preventive care were in place under the ACA.

When my husband and | got that first pregnancy test in 2013, we jumped up and down. We were so excited to be having
a baby. And we were just as excited in 2016 when we learned that our second child was on the way.

Under the ACA, if we chose an in-network provider, we would have no out of pocket costs for prenatal care, labor and
delivery, newborn care, and breastfeeding help and supplies. We could focus on saving money to cover my unpaid
maternity leave (members of Congress, | hope you will cosponsor the FAMILY Act - paid leave would have helped our
family tremendously), rather than shelling out for copays, coinsurance, and our deductible.

The Affordable Care Act also provided an important back up plan. My husband is self-employed and we get our health
insurance through my job. If | ever lost my job, decided to go free lance, or switched to a part time schedule, we would
still be able to buy good health insurance at a price we could afford. Knowing this gave us a great sense of security and
freedom. It has been life saving for everyone who has ever dreamed of starting their own business.

We love the Affordable Care Act, and we hope Congress will focus on making it even better rather than dismantling it. |
would love to see a public option or Medicare for All. In the meantime, | would like to see increased funding for
Medicaid and Medicare, and for increased subsidies to make it easier for families to buy good health insurance.

Please do the right thing. Your constituents will remember that you protected their healthcare.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Kelly

L

New York, NY 10026 -

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

— S
From: Maria G Pollock iy
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 12:16 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

The Graham Cassidy Bill will not work in Illinois because our state is essentially broke.

States can already regulate healthcare and health insurance. We do not need a Graham Cassidy Bill for that. We hold our
Federal Government to their duty: To do what we paid for with our taxes: Ensure adequate healthcare for everybody:
Kids, Students, working people, disabled, sick, old and retired folks!

Health is a public concern. Everybody needs access to sufficient healthcare. Is it fair to lay higher premiums on people
who are born with a genetic disorder? It would render our family uninsurable.

My children and | have Ehlers-Danlos-Syndrome. It is so rare, that the insurance does not even have codes for some of
the issues we face.

We are glad that we have private insurance through my husband. But what if he became sick? You see, healthcare is not
something that you are in the market for. Healthcare for sale has failed us many times over. Our free market ideals don’t
support quality of life. Quality of life must not be a capital good that some can afford and others can’t.

It is easy to make decisions about people with illnesses as long as you don’t have that dilemma, chosing between food or
healthcare.

The burden of healthcare has to be shouldered and shared nationwide. We must not allow some states to bear the
brunt of the cost for healthcare while others indulge becaue they are less populous, or are in a healthier climate zone.

We the people... establish this Constitution ... to promote the general Welfare.
....NOT the welfare of some.

Keep us healthy, support socialized medicine and regulated health insurance.
Sincerely,

Maria G. Pollock

Chicago, IL

Citizen since 2009

paid healthcare premiums since out of College.

Maria G. Pollock

Registered Piano Technician
o

The best way to get things done is do them.

copied to: Senator Dick Durbin, Senator Tammy Duckworth

15



Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Think you're an ORGAN DONOR? Click here to find out:
http://www.shareyourlife.org/become.asp

14,



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Erin Conroy <GTNESNRSRINI,

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:00 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

To the Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause at least 32 million Americans to lose their health coverage,
while destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

The Senate should not be engaging in last-minute legislation as if it is a college student caught flat-flooted
before a mid-term exam. The health care industry represents a massive *one-sixth* of the American economy.
It is a radical enterprise to massively restructure the American economy on the basis of a bill that was
resubmitted with major changes only yesterday, a Sunday. This is *not* conservative lawmaking. It is
irresponsible and insulting to the American people, who have not been given sufficient time to review the
Amendment or to analyze it with the benefit of scoring by the Congressional Budget Office. We have been
deprived of the opportunity to meaningfully discussion this proposed legislation restructuring 1/6 of our
economy with our Senators. For that matter, all 100 Senators from all 50 states are unable to participate in an
intelligent and informed debate, or make a responsible vote, without the benefit of such time and information.

Furthermore, American voters oppose this amendment. Only 23% support it, and fully half of those voters do so
under the false understanding that it keeps the ACA's federal protections for people with pre-existing
conditions. (The amendment's proponents have repeatedly lied to the public and claimed that it retains those
federal guarantees.) The GOP demands to pass some kind of "repeal and replace" of the ACA are coming
directly from Republican mega-donors such as the Koch brothers, who have threatened Republican lawmakers
that they will withhold payments to Republican congressmen for 2018 midterm election campaigns, unless
repeal is rammed through of the ACA (styled "Obamacare" by GOP opponents). The vast majority of American
citizens oppose this amendment.

Finally, the lack of regular order in this slapdash legislation is shockingly irresponsible and a departure from
Senate business. It is not befitting the greatest deliberative body in the histhy of the world, but a banana
republic led by a strongman who demands his will regardless of the good of the whole people.

I ask you to reject this bill, return to regular order, and engage in responsible and sober assessment of the needs
of the American people, and a bipartisan process at least as robust, long-lasting and serious as that which
produced the ACA, which contains dozens of Republican amendments and concessions by the sponsoring

parties.

Sincerely,

Erin Conroy
Portland, Oregon

Erin Conroy
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Judith Christie <SR
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 5:57 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

Here we go again. It seems that the GOP continues to be deaf to the cries of mercy from their constituents.
Incredibly, the Graham/Cassidy bill is even more devastating than AHCA or BCRA were. Phasing out Medicaid
altogether? NO! Defunding Planned Parenthood? NO! Tearing away healthcare for veterans, women, elderly, poor,

children, disabled? NO! Making coverage for pre-existing coverage optional for states? NO!

All without a CBO score. How can you, in good faith, vote on a bill without knowing the true impact on millions of
Americans? It will affect 1/6 of the US economy, and without knowing *how* it will affect the economy, it is
unconscionable to push this monstrosity through.

Why? WHY won't the GOP hear the people? WHY do they insist on hurting Americans, especially the most vulnerable of
“our population? STOP THIS MADNESS!

32 million, 'Thése are the reasons.

You have 32 million good reasons to vote NO on the Graham Cassidy bill.
~ Don't vote to throw them all off of their insurance/healthcare plans.

Vote NO on Graham Cassidy "healthcare”.

Vote NO on ‘the Graham/Cassidy bill!

Judith Christie

R
Largo, FL 33770
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Jamie's Gmail CHIER—

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:02 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Last October my father had a stroke. Luckily he recovered, but couldn't take the time off he needed for fear of losing his
employer-sponsored healthcare. Now he's struggling at work but can't find a less demanding job without health
insurance because he's only 59. Moreover he cannot even use his employer-sponsored insurance with many providers
because his employer is based out of Florida and he works and lives in New York State.

My husband is 32, a black belt in jiu jitsu who also works full-time and just completed his second Masters degree. He
used to do mud runs like Spartan for fun and pays out-of-pocket to see a nutritionist to build up his endurance through
diet. We also spend thousands per year on co-pays and deductibles for his physical therapy. You see he had an
unnecessary knee surgery when he was a kid and is paying for that now in the form of arthritis.

The Affordable Care Act didn't cause either of these issues, but Graham-Cassidy-Heller (GCA) would make them worse.
My father already has a high-deductible plan. With GCA he could be charged astronomical premiums due to his pre-
existing condition. The same goes for my otherwise healthy husband due to the arthritis in his knee.

Oh and did | forget about myself? No. Before the ACA, my employer-sponsored health insurance limited me to 25
therapy sessions per year. That was extremely stressful considering | started going to therapy to cope with a demanding
job where | regularly worked 60-70 hours per week and was verbally and emotionally abused by my supervisor. Thanks
to the ACA, | could book a session with my therapist and not worry that | would run out of covered visits before the plan
year ended. GCA could put an end to that and, since I'm a woman, jeopardize my access to maternity care should | ever
get pregnant.

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.

Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors, people with disabilities and those with pre-

existing conditions.
Sincerely,
Jamie Gordon

Watertown, MA

Sent from my iPhone.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Mr. Warner,

Shari Winebarger g -

Monday, September 25, 2017 6:02 AM
gchcomments
ACA

My name is Shari Winebarger. | am asking you to please fight to keep coverage for my family.

My daughter, Maci, was diagnosed with a brain tumor when she was six years old. She was given little chance to live. We
did not have insurance. Thanks to ACA we were able to acquire her insurance regardless of her pre existing condition.
We were able to take her to Johns Hopkins and 6 1/2 years later she is still here. Without insurance we would have been
at the mercy of whoever would see her and surely would have not survived.

Also, we need coverage to go out of state. It has become almost impossible to get out of state coverage. We found a
policy this year but have paid out thousands out of pocket. We have a private policy because my husband has his own
small business. It is harder and more expensive every year.

Thank you,
Shari Winebarger

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shorner-Johnson, Kevin «uiauu.-
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:05 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Improve the ACA

| am writing to speak in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill. Our family feels the very real impact of
dramatically rising healthcare prices as we struggle to pay higher bills with no increase in our income. Just one trip to the
emergency room cost us around $3000 on a high deductible plan.

It would be wonderful if the Graham-Cassidy bill was a step toward improving these problems. But rather than working
to improve ACA, it seeks to destroy the equality of access to quality healthcare regardless of socio-economic class.

Kevin Shorner-Johnson



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joanna Hoyt w RN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:05 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Concerns about Graham-Cassidy

Please do not support this bill, which would make it nearly impossible for low-income citizens, senior citizens and those with pre-existing
conditions to obtain necessary health care. That's obviously inhumane; it's also not good for the nation's economy in the long run, as health care
jobs would be lost immediately, while unfunded ER visits would rise and productivity would fall in the long term.

Joanna Hoﬁ

Lacona NY 13083



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Geri as grab SN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:06 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing, Mon Sept 25, 2017

My family, brothers and sisters and their children rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the
Graham-Cassidy bill. My nephew was born with autism, a pre-existing condition. He and his family need for him to
have quality health care. My sister has bi-polar that she battles daily, a pre-existing condition. She needs quality health
care. Three of my brothers have cancer. Although one has "beat" it, | expect it is still a pre-existing condition. My
mother and one of my brothers has diabetes, a pre-existing condition. All will be priced out of the market and likely end
up without healthcare. For some of them, passing this bill could ultimately bankrupt them and/or hasten their death
due to lack of adequate healthcare.

Financially hobbled constituents due to unaffordable health insurance cannot contribute to the consumer vitality this
economy needs to succeed.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Geralyn Schrab

DeForest, WI. 53532

Sent from my iPad



Wrig ht, Kevin (!finance)

From: Sara Hudson GRS -
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:06 AM
To: , . gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham/Cassidy

We are a healthy American family, living in Richmond VA. My husband and I have two young-adult
daughters, and I am terrified of what Graham/Cassidy would do to my family. Here are a few ways that the
uncertainty about pre-existing conditions could harm my family, even though we look like a healthy family.

Eight years ago at the age of 45, my husband had a stroke while we were celebrating the bar mitzvah of the son
of good friends. He has never smoked, is not over weight, and is a dedicated road cyclist who logs thousands of
miles on his bike every year. It turns out that he has a protein deficiency in his blood that caused the stroke.
Luckily, we got him to the hospital quickly and the amazing professionals there were able to bust the clot and
he made a full recovery. He works at his IT consulting job to this day with no lingering ill effects of the stroke,
except for the mark of a pre-existing condition. We were fortunate that he was insured through his employer at
the time, so we did not go bankrupt with is initial care. But, would he be insurable in the future without the
Obamacare provisions?

Our two daughters carry the same protein deficiency. They are just beginning their adult lives, and they have
amazing potential to change the world. Will they be insurable without the Obamacare provisions? Will they
have the freedom those provisions provide to find their own paths to making their unique contributions, or will
they have to take jobs that provide insurance that does not discriminate against people with pre-existing
conditions?

One daughter sought the help of an on-campus counselor to help with some strategies for coping with stress and
depression. Will that forever mark her as uninsurable? Should I have told her to just gut it out and not go seek
help to preserve her ability to get coverage in the future?

Another daughter had an atypical PAP smear that meant she had to have more extensive testing done. She is
fine, but will that mean that she can’t get insurance in the future.

I had two miscarriages and two healthy pregnancies. I had an ovary removed for a benign cyst over 20 years
ago. Will those mark me as uninsurable? '

This is the story of a healthy, American family. We eat well, exercise, do not smoke, and are not obese. We
have followed the rules and made a life for our family. We contribute to our community and are engaged
citizens. But, will insurers see us merely as a bundle of pre-existing conditions? I cannot imagine how families
currently facing cancer, lifelong disabilities, and other more immediate medical needs must be feeling to watch
the ACA’s provisions in jeopardy. But, this affects us all, and all of us must fight it.

Thank you to Senator Warner and Senator Kaine for standing up to this.dangerous bill. All of America owes
you a debt of gratitude for looking out for our families. I hope you will find the votes necessary to stop this bill
and get us back to “regular order” where the process can be used to improve the ACA without destroying the

good it has done.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michelle Adler S IIINGENGNGGGGEE
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:06 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill testimony

Hello,

I am Michelle Adler from Terre Haute, Indiana. My mother and father have directly benefited from the ACA.
My mother has diabetes and has been dealing with it since she was in her 40's. Before the ACA, she saw her
insurance premiums skyrocket to the thousands per month for high risk coverage. Eventually, she couldn't
afford that and went without insurance for many years. When she had insurance before the ACA, she was afraid
to go to the doctor, even for a general check up because she couldn't let the insurance company know she was
having chest pains, for fear of losing her insurance. Eventually, she did lose it because of her diabetes. When
the ACA became law, she was so happy. She was able to afford insurance and because she knew she couldn't be
kicked off of her insurance because of any pre-existing conditions, she was able to regularly go to the doctor for
preventative care. She felt safe getting her regular colonoscopy, which found small polyps, a heredity condition
for our family, before they became worse. She is able to afford her diabetes medicine and go in for her regular
mammograms.

My father was also always afraid to go to the doctor. He was self-employed and had to purchase his own
insurance through the marketplace. Before the ACA, insurance rates went up by the thousands every year.
Eventually he couldn't afford to buy insurance anymore. Luckily, the ACA happened and he was able to
purchase health insurance that was affordable. Right after that, he went to his doctor for chest pains and found
out his arteries were 99% blocked and was minutes away from a massive heart attack. He was admitted to
Methodist hospital and was able to get a stint into his arteries before major damage happened. Because of the
ACA, my parents are not bankrupt from this stay in the hospital. My dad feels safe to go to his regular heart
check ups without fear of being kicked off of his insurance plan for a pre-existing condition.

If the ACA is repealed. If the Graham-Cassidy bill is passed. My family will actually be sentenced to death.
They will see their rates sky rocket once again. They will be afraid to go to the doctor for fear of being kicked
off of their insurance and they will stop going to preventative care appointments. They will die before their
time. They will suffer at the hands of the GOP. My parents are not the only people who will suffer, or be afraid
to go to the doctor if the ACA is repealed. Millions of people will suffer just like my parents, and some will.
suffer more. Children will suffer and die young.

Sincerely,
Michelle Adler
Terre Haute, IN 47805



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Gy

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 6:07-AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

Karen Schymanski
Midland, Ml



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Meghan Dillard < uuii -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Regarding your proposed bill

To the Republicans in both the House and Senate,

Kindly take this bill and throw it in the trash. The fact that you are willing to deprive 26 million Americans of
health insurance and deny them coverage due to preexisting conditions when they attempt to get a new policy is
abysmal. It is a reflection on your character and what everyone already thinks of the White House. This

administration is embarrassing everyone.

Thank you, |
A concerned citizen
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: James Luby

Sent: ‘ Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: info@pahealthaccess.org

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

i am deeply concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate,
because this latest amendment to H.R. 1628, the “American Health Care Act of 2017” )
is the worst repeal plan yet. How bad? So bad that included in Graham-Cassidy is a little-noticed provision which makes
clear that some states are expected to see an increase in the uninsured under this bill because of the fundin’g cuts. In
fact, this two-prong attack on Medicaid and the ACA will result in roughly 32 million people losing their healthcare
coverage. '

Block grants block access!

Graham-Cassidy ends Medicaid by block granting the program. At the core, Graham-Cassidy repeals Obamacare tax
credits for middle-income individuals, subsidies for lower-income Americans, and the Medicaid expansion. It replaces all
of these provisions with an ever-shrinking block grant that is smaller than the total amount of the money it takes away.
The block grant then expires in 2027, causing health care spending to fall off a cliff - even for children, the elderly, and
those with disabilities .

Like millions of other Americans, Medicaid is my ONLY lifeline, and ONLY means of access to care. | have Asperger's
Disorder, a condition that, for adults, is NOT covered by ANY private insurer in PA. Please vote NO on any bill that takes
away access to healthcare for even ONE American.

Thank you,
James Luby,
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carmen Welton <D -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments )
Subject: Support for the affordable care act

Hi,

My family depends on health care provided by the affordable care act and we are deeply concerned about the Graham-
Cassidy bill that will be voted on next week. | strongly urge you to prevent the repeal of the ACA and to instead begin
working on a bipartisan effort to improve the existing programs.

Thank you
~Carmen Welton
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jenn

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

| oppose the passing of the Graham-Cassidy healthcare reform bill.

| rely on access to quality, affordable healthcare. As a youth, | was diagnosed with asthma. As a young adult, | had
difficulty securing health insurance once | was no longer covered by my parent's health insurance. For years, my
symptoms were poorly controlled, as | attempted to manage my condition with over-the-counter medications. The lack
of access to health insurance also meant that | did not have access to other forms of routine, preventative healthcare.

I have been exceedingly lucky over the past ten years to have full time employment with the state of Connecticut, and
have very good health insurance now. | depend on this coverage, as | require twice yearly specialist visits, pharmacy

coverage for the half dozen medications that are required to keep me stable, and coverage for sick visits when all the
prevention can't stop a "cold" from laying me flat.

I'm 45 now. What happens as | get.older? If | ever lost my job and health insurance?

Also, my oldest son was just diagnosed with asthma last year, at the age of 18. The Affordable Care Act guarantees him
coverage until the age of 26. Without this protection, the cycle would just continue on.

Thank you for your attention.

Jennifer Uttley-Rosado
Gales Ferry, Connecticut

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Priscilla Smith

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:14 PM -
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

To whom it may concern:

Members of my family have relied on quality, affordable healthcare through the Affordable Care Act in the
past and currently. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My husband was on insurance through
ACA when we lived in Oklahoma, after | retired, since he had depended on my benefits prior to that. His
employer (at that time) did not provide any benefits. We are fortunate that his current employer does provide
health benefits - but not everyone is so lucky. | know the ACA needs improvement, therefore, | would I|ke to
see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Priscilla Smith

Prineville, OR
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ' :

From: Bridget Hankin SN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: A plea for actual policy making

to whom it may concern,

If you cannot be compelled by morals or decency to table this "bill" that will take a challenged healthcare system and
make it worse for millions of Americans including our most vulnerable - can you be compelled by ego? Because you
should be ashamed to call this legislation - there is no sound policy, no thoughtful deliberation, no CBO score, no debate,
no bi partisan input or support.

How do you even begin to consider yourself legislators? You are bringing shame to the great past legislators of the GOP.

Get out of the trap of Obama = bad. The ACA had 150 republican amendments. It can be fixed, you have the power to
fix it. Instead you want to blow up the whole system? Why? To what end? As a physician Senator Cassidy should be
appalled with where we have ended up. If he truly believes that states that are traditionally on the receiving end of
disproportionate federal dollars "the takers” can support a state led health care system that actually provides more than
catastrophic insurance he is out of touch with the realities facing his state and others.

Do the hard work of policy making and legislation. Bullying and tricks are for school yards. You are grown men and
woman. Do your jobs - if you have the answers to Make America Great Again - prove it. This bill shows me and millions
others that you haven't got a clue how to Make America Great Again. ‘

Sincerely’

bridget hankin

(PS - my preexisting conditions prior to ACA that led to my inability to get individual coverage included pregnancy and
infertility - yep, insurances companies got away with that type of ridiculous pricing. Why did | need individual coverage?
Because | wanted to be a stay at home mom. Thanks to your version of family values and our terrible health insurance
system pre-ACA | couldn't do that. | cannot reconcile your "family values" platform with this crap you are currently

peddling. How do you do it?
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Ann Kwiatkowski

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy opposition

Many friends of mine as well as family members rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I
oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I know families who have children with disabilities who need health coverage.
We cannot lose coverage due to pre-existing conditions or have to pay much more. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Mary Ann Kwiatkowski

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Greta Myers

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017.9:16 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing

Hello,

Families and their rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham- Cassidy

bill. With the need for the inclusion of preexisting conditions, the use of Medicaid and healthcare being
affordable. the Graham-Cassidy bill will leave people without health care.

Please form a bipartisan Congressional committee that will work to improve the ACA, not repeal it and leave
people with no health care.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Greta Myers
Willow Springs, MO
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jim Collings

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Fwd: Graham-Cassidy

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

> This bill is heartless, poorly thought out and would devastate the lives of millions of Americans.
>

> Please consider returning America to the great nation we were. Please.

>

> Jim Collings

> S

>

> Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Katherine M. Hamilton <IN >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: - What the destruction of the ACA would mean for me and my family

To whom it may concern:
I would like my testimony added to the record for the Finance Committee hearing on the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Like millions of Americans, I have pre-existing conditions. Mine are well-controlled, not life-threatening, and
can be managed at a fairly moderate cost even at the inflated drug prices that are the norm in the United States.
Thanks to the ACA, my family of three is able to get coverage under an HSA-eligible Bronze plan in Texas for
a reasonable $646 per month. I would estimate that the typical monthly cost to my insurer for the care my
family receives under this plan is around half of our monthly premium. We receive no subsidies towards our
insurance premium as our income exceeds the threshold for subsidies.

If the Graham-Cassidy Act passes, however, I expect to see my premiums skyrocket, regardless of what our
medical care actually costs. I live in Texas, and our state government will unquestionably request a variety of
waivers from HHS, including waivers to allow insurers to charge more on the basis of pre-existing conditions
and to cherry-pick which essential benefits their plans will offer. (Further, the massive uncertainty introduced
by requiring all 50 states to completely revamp their individual insurance markets in a 2-year timeframe will
drive premium rises for individual policies even in states with no waivers.) In order to get a comprehensive
policy equivalent to our current one, that I would be comfortable relying on if one of us were diagnosed with a
complex, catastrophic illness, I expect that I would have to spend 3 - 4x what I spend currently, and probably
more if I want my current conditions and medications covered.

Do I trust my state to protect my interests and ensure that I will be able to access coverage that is genuinely
affordable and adequate? Unequivocally, no. No, I absolutely do not. I remember the days of the high-risk pool
in Texas, how incredibly expensive it was, how poor the insurance was, and how difficult it was to even qualify.
I have zero intefest in seeing increased supervision of the individual insurance market returned to the Texas
state government, which does not deserve and has not earned that privilege. Further, I fail to see how itis a
responsible use of taxpayer funds to require 50 states to set up 50 individual policy marketplaces with different
rules, regulatory oversight, and IT systems, rather than having a consistent nationwide marketplace framework

under ACA.

I am a stay-at-home mother right now, and my husband works for a small startup which does not offer an
employer-based health plan. If Graham-Cassidy becomes law, we will be moving to whichever state makes it
possible for us to buy the health insurance we need at an affordable cost. We are privileged -- relocation is a
fairly straightforward option for us. But it is absurd and unacceptable that we may become economic refugees in
the United States of America because the Republican Party apparently believes it is more important to slash and
burn healthcare funding in order to hand out tax cuts, than to ensure a functioning healthcare system that
addresses the needs of all Americans. My family's roots in Texas go back to the very earliest days of statehood,
and [ am infuriated that I may be forced out of my own state by this Congress's feckless, reckless misadventures

in healthcare policy.

The ACA is far from perfect, but overall it has created a better situation than existed before it. Graham-Cassidy
would not only undo the positives of the ACA, but actually take us to a worse position than if the ACA had
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never existed at all.
The ACA can be fixed. Do your jobs: get to fixing it, and kill this bill.

Sincerely,
Katherine Hamilton
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Segars.“

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:50 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Please kill the horrible Graham Cassaidy Bill. This bill leaves millions without coverage. How can you even be
considering this??? All major medical and hospital associations oppose this bill.

Rebecca Segars
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Vicky Jaque GGy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:49 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Statement against Graham-Cassidy Bill

Attachments: Graham-Cassidy Bill Statement Against.docx; ATTO0001.txt

| have copied the text of the attached file below, for easier access to the text. Please feel free to reach out to us for

additional information -GGG
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

_ ]
From: T.A. Mahan
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:50 PM
To: GCHcomments@finance.sen.gov
Subject: ' TrumpCare

Please save the ACA!

Just like all the other bills, Trumpcare will kill millions of people! | don't know why Republicans keep making us
fight for our lives. WE THE PEOPLE Know that Republicans are only doing this because they dreamed of it for
many years, and GOP donations are not going to continue without repeal and replace. It is not fair to all the
sick people that depend on Medicaid. | have disabled family members on Medicaid. They don't know how this
will affect them and it scares them.

| have pre existing conditions due Lo hyperthyroidisrm Lhat has made my blood pressure sky high since, and this
stress is certainly not helping me. We are a poor family, barely making ends meet, and if anything is changed,
we do not know how it will affect the price of our insurance and medications

| have a daughter who is having her first child. She and her husband can barely afford the insurance payments
and her blood pressure is very high, and they are worried about being unable to afford her insurance, not to
mention the fact that pregnancy may not be covered. My family, like most Americans, are desperately worried
about what TrumpCare will do to our lives. Republicans have shown that they do not care about our health or
they wouldn't be doing this.

We want the ACA fixed, along with 80% of Americans, not repealed and replaced. It is time that Republicans
face that fact and put human lives first and their party second! Thank you!
T.A. Mahan
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elva 11 Stacdy: <G

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

OPPOSE. It is irresponsible to attempt to hastily shove through such far reaching legislation without adequate due
process and review. There has been practically zero analysis on the impact or consequences.
Thank you,

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Samantha Dorr,

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham-Cassidy

Dear Honorable Members of the Senate Finance Committee,
I strongly urge you to vote NO on Graham-Cassidy. As a health advocate and parent, | do not support this legislation that
will gut Medicaid, eliminate essential health benefits, and remove protections for preexisting conditions. Instead of

undoing the progress made by the ACA, please work to fix its existing issues in a bipartisan effort - this will ensure no
one loses coverage and Americans will not have to face the pain, hardship and debt of unaffordable health care.

Thank you,
Samantha Dorr

Midlothian, Va 23112
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura DeClet ’ -
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:48 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

PLEASE do not repeal and replace the ACA!! All of my family and every family I know have family members
with pre existing conditions. And are on medications to stay alive. Both diabetic and cardiac medications which
are extremely serious medications that we cannot live without. We were born here in Brooklyn New York and
have worked and lived here all our lives.

Please do see if you can improve on the ACA. The premiums are very high and have gone up each year. But
there are NO restrictions with regard to pre existing conditions, NO cap of usage, we get prescription
medications and have mental health coverage etc. We the American people deserve all that you have in your
health insurance package, why would we not? That is another option, that we be given the same health coverage
that you have. That would be fair and just.

% - oW

Thank you very much. Please

Always Remember the Gelden Rule: Do unto others...

Regards,
Laura DeClet

Sent from my iPhone

Best Regards,
Laura DeClet
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Isaacs '
Saturday, September 73, 2017 9:0¥'PM
gchcomments

Finance Committee,

DO NOTHING TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF UNINSURED.
DO NOTHING TO DECREASE FUNDING OF HEALTHCARE FOR PEOPLE LIKE ME.

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

David Isaacs

Wausau, Wisconsin 54401
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Brody - ﬁdmé '

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: 95 Health Care Stories and Reasons to Reject Graham-Cassidy B
Attachments: 95 Health Care Stories and Reasons to Reject Graham-Cassidy B[1].pdf

Please see the 95 attached health care stories that demonstrate the need for the Senate NOT to vote for Graham-
Cassidy. The Senate should undertake a bipartisan effort to improve ACA without throwing people off health insurance
coverage :

David Brody



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: tova stabin ~ .
Sent: Saturday, Septembel 23, 2017 9:01 PM ™"

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

I know so many who rely on the Affordable Health Care Act to get quality, affordable healthcare. Because of
this, I vehemently oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Pre-existing conditions for me and my family, such as
asthma, fibromyalgia, spinal stenosis would mean we would be ineligible for health care. This bill would mean
people would literally die and it needs to be stopped. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

tova stabin
Eugene, Oregon
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Hun Ter (- w
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare Bill

The Graham healthcare bill is horrid. We need a Medicare for all system stat. Universal healthcare us become
more and more accepted, and if you don't want us to vote your ass out of office, I suggest you do everything in
your power to make it a thing. Just like women's suffrage, the civil rights movement, gay marriage, and
abolition, universal Healthcare WILL eventually be a no-brainer. Don't be on the wrong side of history.
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Wright, Kevin (Fina_nce)

From: Ginette Prestipino

Sent: Saturday, September 23,2017 8:58;PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: G-C bill/koch"care”

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to urge the senators to take the time and get this health care bill right i fear the transition of its implementation will lead
to many Americans falling through the cracks. Iam not just talking about those able-bodied, childless Americans but also Americans
who lose their employer sponsored health coverage due to no fault of their own (i.e. layoffs).

Before Obamacare, the only choice was COBRA, which is not a realistic choice for most people due to monthly premiums ranging
from $800-$1000 Also, it is a little disingenuous to say that government funding of healthcare is not feasible, yet its is somehow the
costs of healthcare are supposed to be absorbed into the budgets of families and employers without some kind cost regulation or
subsidy.

There is no price transparency in healthcare as well. It is not like hospitals , doctors , and insurance companies advertise their rates, so
how can it be market driven? How can there be competition to drive rates down? We do not even know what something will cost until
we get the bill in the mail. Case in point, I had a cystoscopy one year which went to my $3000 deductible. 1had way of knowing how
much it could be since finding the contracted rate on my insurance companies website was impossible.

I recall President Trump had a family that was suffering due to Obamacare, a woman stating she had to cash out her 401k to pay for
medical bills. Pre-Obamacare, she would have had to sell her house and lose everything to pay for medical bills due to lifetime limits
and non-covered service

Please remember taxes paid through healthcare circulate, meaning funds contribute to creating many nursing technologist,
administrative and clerical jobs.

Thanks for Hearing me out,
Ginette Prestipino
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Wright, Kevin (Finanée)

From: Stan Pollock (NGNS )
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:57 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

This bill is a disaster for millions of Americans who rely on Medicaid, half of whom are children. It should not be left to
individual states to compete for $5. CBO says 22 million will be left without healthcare. Every healthcare organization
and provider is against this bill.

Fix the ACA. Don't destroy it. We have a good foundation. Any savings by making our healthcare system more efficient
should not go to tax cuts for the wealthiest. But, should be put back into the system to provide quality healthcare for
more Americans.

Sent from my iPhone

Stan Pollock

Philadelphia,Pa
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

|

From: Betsy Denff¥rt (IR ®
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:57 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Free Enterprise and Health Care

| am a registered voter in Vista, California and | strongly oppose this health care bill. It would not affect me directly,
as | am privileged to receive medical benefits through the V.A. But whether or not something affects one personally
should never be the measure of whether or not it is a decent bill.

Please stop this nonsense and repair Obama Care. Yes, it has problems and is in need of changes. So make those
adjustments. :

It's very obvious that the continually rising costs of medical care in the United States are due in large part to the
unmitigated greed, and lack of conscience, on the part of pharmaceutical, medical instrument, and insurance
companies. It's becoming obvious that these moral deficiencies also apply to many senators, as demonstrated by
this bill.

| believe in free enterprise. Profit motive is a powerful tool and a catalyst to build great things that benefit many.
Government is a tool through which citizens can agree to pool our money and provide certain services. The people
of the United States have been clear: we would like to pool our money and provide health care for each other. There
can always be a second tier of luxury health care services, and making a profit on those would be appropriate. But
the basics should not be profit-based. S ,

Stop second-guessing your constituents or you will be voted out. The majority of Americans like Obam

Care, despite our current president's efforts to ensure its failure (which will result in death for many.)

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Denhart
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

" SO
From: Eliza Marie g &
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:55 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: RE: Graham Cassidy Bill is awful

I agree with Sen. John McCain. Get back to regular order and don't ram this bill that
favors tax breaks for the rich and insurance companies while leaving more than 30
MILLION NOTE: MORE THAN 30 MILLION Americans without healthcare.

How can @GOP claim they are pro-life while throwing children off healthcare? Why does
this bill give insurance companies great berth in determining cost of healthcare for those
with pre-existing conditions? This is not protecting those with pre-existing conditions.

Why is this healthcare bill a tax break for the rich? Insurance company CEOs make

millions a YEAR. (i
4

Awful.

DO not pass this bill. Why is GOP ramming it down our throats? You had 7 count them 7
SEVEN years to come up with a plan.

Why don't you work with Democrats to hammer out best plan for Americans? ACA may
not work for everyone but it's better than this bill. Work in regular order of congressional
business to get something that works for America. And not cuse you campaigned on it.
You campaigned on REPLACE with something better... well you are not replacing it with
something better.

Get to working together and not for your party or for Donald Trump who is in Russia's
pocket. .

Elizabeth Somers
Colorado
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Wright', Kevin (Finance)

From: Polly Cullen

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: McCain, Senator (McCain); Senator (Flake)
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Greetings,

This bill makes no sense and is being pushed way too fast. It should have to go through a thoughtful process with lots of

discussion from all types of groups.

| am on Medicaire so | am ok. But | have 3 children, 8 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild and 100s of other people that |

care about who will be basically dumped and without the means for affordable and adequate coverage. A number of

them have preexisting conditions that will affect them for the rest of their lives.

| strongly urge you to remodel and improve the ACA with post-partisan input. Let's stop calling it Obamacare and let's

not call it Trumpcare. With a more neutral name we are more likely to work together cherry-picking the best ideas from

our medical leaders. AND picking and choosing aspects from other countries that might serve us well: a kind of melting

pot of researched and $&sted ideas. S
e can DO this! -

Thank you all for your efforts.

Bill and Polly Cullen

Sedona, Az.

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: * L
Sent: Saturday, Seftember 23, 2017 9:02 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare bill and Medicaid

The importance of MEDICAID and not cutting services

I am a 49 year-old female, severely disabled with motor
neuron disease, dysautonomia, colonic inertia,
gastroparesis, cerebellum atrophy, neurogenic bladder
and several other disorders. Other than approximately
three hours a day, I am bedbound. I leave my house for
doctor appointments and hospital admissions.

I have had 3 surgeries for neurogenic bladder and have a
neuro stimulator placed in my lower back. I have a port in
my chest where I receive hydration twice a week in my
‘home. I am on a special liquid diet. My body is unable to
process solids. I have lost eighty pounds and am trying to
avoid the use of a feeding tube.

I have a porch lift to be able to leave my home I have a
wheelchair, adaptive bathroom, many things that help me
day today that is paid for by Medicaid, last year alone I
had four to five hospital admissions, I rely on Medicaid as
] am a single woman with no one to help me financially,
this has to help me pay for these things, for my life. To be

alive.
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My sister found that she could be my Independent
Provider and cagg for me and allow me to stay at home. I
live on the first floor with her above me on 2nd floor . It
makes caring for me more personal and allows me to stay
in my home. Otherwise, I would need 24 hour care in a
nursing facility. | :

If I was not on a waiver I would have nowhere else to go
as my sister would have to have another job. My sister
provides a majority of myhours (and then some as in
during night) with an extra aid covering evening shift and
occasional Saturday evenings. Otherwise my sister
handles it all.

She washes me, dresses me, feeds me, positions me in
bed, washes my clothes, prepares my food, cleans my
room, my bathroom, takes me to doctor appts. The list
goes on and on.

I need around-the-clock care for my bladder and colon
issues. I never know when I'm going to need to use the
restroom or other assistance.

At the age of 49, I do not want to have to live in a nursing
home. Would living in a nursing facility with many
people several much older at 49 be anyone's choice?
Would it be yours? »

My mother just passed in October due to cancer. And my
dad presently has cancer. So I can't turn to family for help.
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[ have no one except my sister. [ trust and rely on my
sister for the constant care I need.

I live on SSI and Medicaid. I, along with many others, do
not have the luxury of hiring private care in case of
illness. |

I am not speaking for just myself. I am speaking for many
others that are unable to speak for themselves.

Where would all of the individuals that would be
displaced without Medicaid and waivers. There will be a
multitude of individuals that will be pulled from their
homes. Is there enough proper housing to meet the
individual needs like Independent Providers currently do?
What would that housing look like? How would they be
staffed? Most importantly, who will explain to these
individuals why they can no longer live with those they
know. |

No one is immune to disease or disability. As a nation we
are responsible to help others that cannot help themselves.
We cannot fail people with disabilities and their families.
We cannot allow greed to destroy the lives of millions.
We must stand together and demand better for all
families.

Vote NO on this hegatively life altering bill.
Sincerely,
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca K JNIENNNRR————
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:.02 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: This is what healthcare means to me!

As a single woman in the U.S., | rely on insurance from the exchange market to provide me with a
decent level of healthcare that | pay for out of my own pocket. | am satisfied with my plan and its
options. Being able to afford decent healthcare is critical to taking care of myself as | carve my path in
this world. By repealing and replacing healthcare, you are telling me that you don't care about
hardworking, independent entrepreneurs in this country who are actively pursuing the American
Dream. If you take away my healthcare, | am left with nothing. Without health insurance, if | become
really sick, or have an accident, the burden of that insurmountable cost will ultimately be passed
along to tax payers — and you know that.

Additionally, bankruptcies due to medical costs will return to pre-ACA days (a la Michael Moore’s
Sicko). Your plan to repeal and replace not only harms the millions who will be left without coverage,
but you harm the entire country by foisting the cost of all of the inevitable bankruptcies that will most
certainly arise from the newly uninsured onto the American public — forcing the entire country to foot
the bill.

As a public servant it is your responsibility to take care of your people. A healthy society is a robust
and productive society. As the party of fiscal responsibility, perhaps it would behoove you to know
that the most fiscally responsible thing a country can do is to provide healthcare coverage for
everyone. It saves money, standardizes care and pricing, and provides equitable access for all. Oh,
and did | mention, it's far more cost effective than the cobbled together hybrid system in place right
now?

Thank you for your time. | hope that you do the right thing today, and you know what that is.

Kind Regards,

Rebecca Krueger, MPH
Phone:
Emait:
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Wrisht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cynthia B. Meygss quiil

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Hello,

The Graham Cassidy bill should be stopped. It is not a way to improve
access to health insurance.

We need to find ways to make health care more accessible, not less. This
bill would guarantee that millions of Americans would go without
necessary care. The ripple effects--in medical bankruptcies, in unpaid
bills, in career choices made based on insurance, in being treated
differently because of which state you happen to live in--would be horrible
and widespread.

Please stop this bill.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Meyers

]

NY NY 10027
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeremy Doniger ]

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:10 PM

To: gchcomments; Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Please OPPOSE Graham-Cassidy

Members of the Senate Finance Committee, Massachusetts Senators:

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in
opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came
before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many
of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections
for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too
many patients between the cracks - especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan
approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in
opposing Graham-Cassidy. '

Thank you,

Jeremy Doniger, MD, MPH
" Brookline, MA
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Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hilary Schlinger

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Healthcare Bill

The proposed bill would be devastating in my state of New Mexico. Block grants, as outlined, would mean a
decrease of funding in a state where Medicaid has already cut payment to providers "to the bone."

I am a midwife, and have been one for 35 years. There are many positive changes which came with the ACA
that the general public is generally unaware of. For example, it mandated facility-fee reimbursement for
licensed birth centers. Birth centers have been demonstrated to lower maternity costs significantly while
improving outcomes for low-risk mothers. High maternity costs are listed in the "top 15" of healthcare spending
- without much to show for this money, as we are the only developed nation with a rising maternal mortality
rate, and an abysmal infant mortality ranking.

Prior to ACA, it was legal in many states (mine included) to offer "bare bones" policies which didn't include
maternity care. Many a time I would have a woman call me in tears after she tried to add maternity care to her
plan, but tried to do so once she was already pregnant - to have her request denied because now her pregnancy
was a "pre-existing condition."

Prior to ACA, CNMs (certified nurse- midwives) were paid 65% of physician allowable per Medicare
requirements. One provision of the act mandated 100% reimbursement - meaning I actually get paid a living
wage for my work.

As for other aspects of reproductive healthcare: I had lots of new patients show up after ACA and Medlcald
expansion...including one woman who hadn't had a pap for 14 years. And yes, she had cervical cancer, which I
found on a pap, and yes, she got treatment.

I implore you not to pass this abysmal excuse for a healthcare bill; instead, make improvements to, and
permanently fund, the ACA.

Sincerely,
Hilary Schlinger, CNM, RN, MS, CPM

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peter Covitz gl NPV s

Sent: Saturday, Septem'ber 23, 2017 9:07 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposed to Graham Cassidy

Dear Senators,

Please reject the apalling Graham Cassidy bill. It will result in a massive loss of healthcare coverage by tens of
millions. It will allow premiums to skyrocket. It will leave states without money or time to construct an
alternative system. Many, many will die because of it.

And shame on you for pursuing it without proper hearings or CBO scoring. Republican donors are NOT the
most important constituency you represent.

Peter Covitz
Massachusetts
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Suzy Peers m

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:06 PM
To: gchcomments; PPeers3759@aol.com
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

A surgeon in Boston makes a compelling case to oppose the Graham-Cassidy health care proposal.
The last paragraph makes a strong case against this bill.

"Every major group representing patients, health-care professionals, health-care institutions, and insurers has
come out vociferously against this plan. Governors from Alaska to Ohio to Virginia have opposed the bill. In a
highly unusual, bipartisan statement, the national association representing the Medicaid directors of.all fifty
states has also opposed the bill. The top health official in Louisiana, Cassidy’s home state, has opposed the new
plan. There is not a single metric of health or health care that the Graham-Cassidy plan makes better. This bill is

a national calamity. It should not even come to a vote."

Suzanne Peers
Louisville, KY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deb Polich

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:.05 PM
To: ' gchcomments; Senator,
Subject: Healthcare

Re: September 25th hearing
United States Senate Committee.on Finance

Dear Members of the Committee:

I am a 64 year old retired public school teacher from lowa. | have been appalled at the attempts that have/are being
taken to repeal the Affordable Care Act.

This last attempt at repeal/replace is being done without a full CBO score detailing the impact on how many consumers
will lose coverage. This hearing is nothing more than a distraction from what is really happening- the gutting of
Medicaid and the stripping of health care from millions of Americans.

How can any of you think this will help the vulnerable people in this country?

- o
32 million of your constituents may lose coverage within 10 years.

Ends Medicaid expansion for 11 million low-income adults.

Ends all subsidies for the exchange and replaces that with a smaller declining "block grant".
Cuts coverage for low income seniors, children, and people with disabilities by 7% by 2026 with a cap!

Ends federal protections on pre-existing conditions, lifetime caps, and essential benefits. (Half the states are expected to
do this) Likely a 20% hike in premiums next year.

Average state cut of 17% through 2026, 100% after that.

Averages would be dramatically different: 20 states estimated to lose 35-60% of funding to move money to rural, red
states.

Provides NO funding for recessions, natural disasters, public health emergencies, or price spikes.

Ends all cost sharing payments to low income Americans.

Targets women's health/ family planning.

AND THIS LIST GOES ON!

Wouldn't your time and my tax dollars be better spent crafting a bipartisan bill that would stabilize the ACA
marketplaces and improves the ACA as a whole?

I'm sick of hearing how the Koch brothers are stuffing the pockets of many of you. Do what's right for your constituents!
Debra Polich ‘

Garwin, lowa

50632

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: personal

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote to repeal Affordable Care - No!

| no longer have confidence that theirs Congress is working on behalf of the people. Rather, | see that you are guided by
long time, single party interests. '

As a citizen, | ask that you follow Senator McCain's wise and courageous lead in bringing this to a bi-partisan Committee,
take the time to educate yourselves and the people of this nation.

Also, | request that your insurance no longer be paid and that you be dependent on the state, including Medicaid, for
your health care.

Before this happens, | will no longer believe that we have a government for the people.

| do not support this Congress, which is only a Congress for special interests. | hope that the public is awakened to your
abuse of powers.

Many blessings,
Mary Elyn

Spiritual guide and coach -
Individuals, retreats, classes, rituals, healing

Read my blog at: thewisdomyears.wordpress.com

"Trust in the slow work of God." Teilhard de Chardin
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

N
From: Sbc
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:04 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Please do not vote for this bill. It is estimated that 21 million people will loose their health insurance if this bill is passed.
I am 1 of that 21 million.

| am single mother of 3 wonderful children and 5 equally wonderful grandchildren, 3 of whom are a sibling group that
was adopted through my state's Dept of Children and Families (CTDCF) by my oldest daughter and her husband. All of
my children and their families are contributing members of society, from teaching and business to hospitality and more.
As a mother, | sacrificed so they could have better. '

| am currently working part time through a recruiting agency and looking for full time work. Most jobs are taken by
someone who is younger and more skilled than | am. | am on my state's expanded Medicaid program. | have asthma and
a severe allergy which requires me to carry an epi pen. | also have PTSD. Having affordable assess to my therapist has
saved my life'numerous times. If this bill passes ! will not be able to afford the insurance premiums for the conditions |
have. | will have to choose between my medications and food and no one should have to choose between eating or
breathing. ”

This bill takes away my right to life. This bill takes away the right to life for 21 million people or more. Everyone has a
story. Real paople with real health issues. Please think about the impact this bill would have on this country as a whole.

Please vote no.

When did a persons health become a commodity?
When will the CBO score/report be out?

There has to be a better way.

Thank you,

Lisa Angelica
New Haven CT
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jacki®Thiry

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care bill

I am opposed to the Graham-Cassidy Health care bill. The uncertain of premiums for people with pre-existing
conditions, the increase in cost to Seniors, The loss of medicaid coverage, the elimination of guaranteeing basic
coverage are the reasons. Everyone is entitled to affordabe, adequate insurance. The two parties should be
working together to find the best health care system possible. This is not it.

Thank you,

Jackie Thiry

Green Bay, WI. 54301
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘on Behalf of Dr. Amanda Van Emburgh
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:.01 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

My family relies on affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My son and
husband both have a pre-existing condition (hearing loss). | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA -- not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Amanda Van Emburgh

%

-

McLean, Virginia

Amanda Van Emburgh, PsyD, RPT-S
Licensed Clinical Psychologist
Registered Play Therapist - Supervisor

]

www.FamilyAndChildTherapy.com

]
o)

Vienna, VA 22180

PLEASE NOTE: For any email received, it may take 24-72 hours to respond. Electronic communication transmitted over public servers
may not be secure and sensitive information should not be sent using these modes of communication. I limit communication and do not
typically provide clinical feedback or recommendations through electronic mediums.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including all attachments, may contain information that is confidential, proprietary,
privileged, or otherwise protected by law. It is to be viewed only by the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, or distribution of the message, or any action or omission taken by you in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful, If you are not the intended recipient(s), please notify the sender of this information and delete your copy at once. Your
cooperation is appreciated.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: - SFEVEN KILLOUGH quuiily=>

Sent: S&urday, Septent®&r 23, 2017°9:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

| take care of many children in your area who count on Medicaid in many forms. Please do not abandon children in your
quest to save a buck.

STEVEN KILLOUGH

|\
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fli.pance)

From: Chris Holly

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Regarding the Graham Cassidy Repeal

America and Americans deserve better than this awful and partisan effort to engage 1/6 of the American
economy as well as the industry that so many will need help from through their lives. Let the bipartisan process
work and reject this awful bill immediately.

Yours

Chris Holly, LCSW

- e

113



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: yuet D
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:09 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy
Attachments: ravi kite.jpg

] am writing to share the story of my friend Ravi who because of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid, gets to stay alive and
attend school like any other third grader. Attached is a photo of Ravi and his warrior mom. [ beg you ...

NO to lifetime caps.

NO to discrimination against those with pre-existing conditions.
NO to Medicaid block grants.

NO to any cuts to Medicaid.

NO to Graham-Cassidy.

Fix the ACA, don't kill it and the people it protects. »
While imperfect, it is better than anything that's been proposed.

Thank you.
Yuet Chu
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Baueg

Saturday, Séptember 23,2017 9:10 PM
gchcomments

Protect us! Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

I'm a senior female, with high blood pressure. My oldest sister is 80, low-income and has
osteoporosis. The Republican medical plans would allow insurance companies to price
insurance beyond my means. With no insurance, no lifesaving blood-pressure medication, I'm
at great risk of life-threatening stroke or heart attack. With Republican cuts in Medicare, my
sister's broken bones would go unrepaired, killing her.

We voted to elect you to protect us and pass legislation that serve the best interests of the
American public, the Republican medical plans do neither, please show compassion &
humanity, reject them.

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastativng
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mary Bauer
.

Clarkston, Michigan 48346
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
g e : B
From: Griffin Cupstid QR

Sent: _ Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

I join my professional association, the American Academy of Family Physicians, in urging you to soundly reject
Graham-Cassidy-Heller because it would result in tens of millions of Americans losing health insurance,
destroy the Medicaid safety net, push many rural hospitals into bankruptcy, and destabilize the individual
insurance market. Please resume work on the bipartisan fixes to the ACA that were being considered by the
Senate HELP Committee.

H. Griffin Cupstid, MD, FAAFP
Family Physician
Spartanburg, SC

.
,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Cohen (GGG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham Cassidy bill

I rely on affordable healthcare. Because of that | strongly oppose the Graham Cassidy bill.

| have a 2 year old and another on the way. Under this bill, maternity care would not be covered. This is the best way to
ensure a healthy pregnancy.

| had a c-section during my previous pregnancy which would be considered a pre-existing condition.

The fact that this bill would not coVer mental health and other essential benefits. | am also someone who has benefitted
from treatment for anxiety. The idea that this would not be covered is really dangerous to me.

Please strongly consider all of the millions Americans who would loose coverage. Someone will end up paying the price
and it's likely to be the people who are most vulnerable

Sarah Cohen
Chicago Il

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Frank L. Topping

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy healthcare bill

I'm a pre-existing condition destined to die early if the Graham Cassidy bill confounding our Healthcare is
approved.
The best interests of the American people are served by killing this bill!

Thank you!

Frank L. Topping, Sacramento

“‘
N |
| —
T— |
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shelly Blade

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Grahn/Cassidy

Don't you see that the majority of Americans are against this bill??? The majority of us want you to fix ACA. It troubles
me that GOP only wants the bill passed because KOCH brothers threatened to cut funding to GOP. OMG! How horrible.
GOP more worried about campaign money then the US people. Time for many selfish representatives to leave. They
are supposed to be working for us not against us.

Shelly Blades
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Wright', Kevin (Finance)
From: LuAnn McKee oSNy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:56 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

The Graham Cassidy bill would ring a death toll for rural Northern California. Please do all you can to work in a bipartisan
way to provide affordable healthcare for every American. We're just asking for help when we are sick @

A basic need for every human being.

Please Do the right thing.

LUAnn McKee
Yreka,CA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julie M yRER

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:56 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable health care. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
family all have preexisting conditions, and some of us depend on Medicaid. I would like to see a bipartisan
congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Julia F Morez
Sierra Madre, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Baxter w
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:56 PM
To: } gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy = Bankruptcy or Death. Not a good choice.Linda Baxter 95030

NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Financé)

From: Jennifer Schulze

Sent: Saturday, September 23; 2017 6:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on Cassidy-Graham Bill

Please vote NO on the Cassidy-Graham Bill. This bill would drastically affect those of us that rely on this to
help with the ever increasing healthcare needs of our special needs children. These are children that did nothing
to deserve the health issues they face on a daily basis, as most were born with their conditions, as was my

son. Cuts to these programs would force many of us who work to help support our families out of jobs and into
bankruptcy. Please do not take away the funding for these programs that our families rely on to help our
children thrive. '

These children and their families are not abusers of the system. Most of us want to do the best for our children,
and that is all that we are asking for ours.

Please vote NO TO THIS CASSIDY-GRAHAM BILL. Reform is needed, but not at the expense of our fragile
children!!!!

Thanks for your consideration of my opinion,
Jennifer Schulze

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ray Lauren (i ——

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:56 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Rachel Jones brain injury assistance
Attachments: 4723941C-2003-42EC-84FF-929343205DF2.MP4;

4723941C-2003-42EC-84FF-929343205DF2.MP4

Good evening

I had a stroke in my sleep on September 19, 2015 and I had a bleeder on my right side of my brain. My brain
was swelling the Dr. removed part of my skull in my belly to preserve it, that was to reduce the swelling... |
didn't wake up for a couple of weeks after the surgery. I am now paralyzed from the left side. I'm lucky to be
here. I talk in circles getting the conversation out, sometimes I stutter, I notice when I read the words are
scrambled, This injury has done a lot to my self esteem I was very talkative very sociable I kinda loss my voice.
I have been having a hard time to get on Medicaid and food stamps $16 a month,I pay out of pocket insurance
and my nurse, I'm trying to get through Shepherd Center it's an exceptional place. I am now transitioning on a
cane. | haven't completely recovered but I'm working hard towards my goal. I read a lot, cognitive games,
crossword puzzles exercising my brain. I really hate I'm going to have a brain injury for life.

Yours truly,
Rachel jones

Rachel Jones
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christine €1gin g ——
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:57 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

| strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. All citizens rely on quality healthcare that is
affordable. This bill takes more away from Americans than it provides, as it gives states the
right to let insurance companies opt out of providing many areas of what most people consider
basic care (maternity, mental health services, drug addiction treatment, and far more) AND
charge more for pre-existing conditions. The term “adequate and affordable care” which
appears in the bill can mean anything and what insurance companies consider “affordable” is
usually not what many citizens CAN afford. We must protect the health and lives of our people.

| want to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, but not to repeal it. Take
time, hold hearings, learn from the stakeholders (citizen patients, AMA, American Heart
Association, insurance industry, nursing organizations, etc), most of whom have publicly
indicated that this bill will be a disaster for Americans.

Sincerely,

Christine Elgin

San Carlos, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Baxter (NN
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:57 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: NO

Graham Cassidy = Bankruptcy or Death. Not a good choice.

Linda Baxter 95030
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: - Eric R. Christiansen “‘/

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:57 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Hearing MONDAY on #GrahamCassidy

I am unalterably OPPOSED to GrahamCassidy. You must not pass this abomination.

Eric R. Christiansen
414-963-9211
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ' .
From: KATHY SCHIPMA o=

Sent: ~ Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to

discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
_Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Mrs. KATHY SCHIPMA

STEGER, IL 60475
7087439058
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mark Amdur M.D. @il ERENRDN ey

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:57 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

| am a physician. | STRONGLY oppose Graham-Cassidy. Vote it down. | support bipartisan efforts of Sen
Alexander.....mark a. amdur md

THRESHOLDS ror fuld
3 Pg:fs , K?}é
HOME | HEALTH | HOPE @m;m

Mark Amdur M.D. | Psychiatrist
Mark. Amdur@thresholds.org | www.thresholds.org
773-537-3676 | Main Office (773) 572-5500 | Fax 773-537-3498

Nov. 9th, 2017

{lick for more dewits!
E-MAIL CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the
addressee(s) and may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient of this
message or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply e-mail and then
delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution, copying, or storage of this message or any attachment is strictly prohibited.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Aleta McClenneyM»

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:58 PM
To: ’ gchcomments
Subject: Why I oppose Graham-Cassidy

It will hurt people. As a person of faith, | believe we are called to care for one another. This deeply flawed bill will reduce
access to and the affordability of health care. For people with pre-existing conditions and the most vulnerable among us,
it will be devastating. We need a true bipartisan effort to strengthen the ACA and less political rhetoric about repealing
Obamacare. This is not something to be checked off a to-do list — people’s lives are at stake.

Very personally, my husband is a Navy veteran who is now self-employed and insured through the ACA. He is also a Type
2 diabetic. Loss of his health insurance, which is almost certain in NC under Graham-Cassidy, would greatly reduce his
quality of life and certainly shorten his life. Beyond that, the practical implications are the loss of his economic
contribution to society while he would gradually become more and more dependent on heaith care through emergency
rooms. That’s a cost to the state.

in addition, our second son is now a healthy 23-year-old, but he was premature at birth. He spent weeks in the NICU and
six months on a pneumocardiogram. We were fortunate to have insurance. If we had not, | am confident that we’d still
be paying his bills more than two decades later. In addition, if he had developed any chronic illness or disability as a
result of his prematurity, he would face being uninsurable under Graham-Cassidy. All those Senators who consider
themselves pro-life need to explain what happens if those babies arrive early or with congenital health challenges. Do
we not care about them once they get here? And what about their parents? If the adults in their lives have chronic,
untreated illnesses or suffer for lack of preventative care, the children will suffer as well.

This bill helps no one. Please work toward a real, bipartisan solution that will benefit us all.
Thank you,

Aleta McClenney
Cary, North Carolina
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| Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christopher Blaylock quiime R —sc:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:58 PM
To:. gchcomments
Subject: My family wants a No vote

Dear Senators,

‘ My wife and | have a 20-month old girl. Our family is terrified that Graham Cassidy could become law. We both have
pre-existing conditions, and while we believe California would not seek a waiver, we understand the funding that would

be lost under the legislation. It is egregious.

Please join all major doctor, hospital, nurse, healthcare organizations in opposition to this bill. Our country is in
desperate need of a bipartisan solution to strengthen our current system.

Do not put donors ahead of Americans. Thank you for your time.
Chris W. Blaylock, Esq.

Sent from my iPad



Wr'ght, Kevin (Finance)

L N
From: Portia Cooke
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:59 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family and friends -- and Americans in every state across the country -- rely on quality, affordable
healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My brother has asthma, my boss has a physical
disability, my pastor's daughter has an auto-immune disease, my best friend has scoliosis... I could go on and on
because pre-existing conditions are common conditions that insurance companies use to deny everyday
Americans affordable care.

Quality, affordable healthcare is a right, not a privilege.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Portia Cooke

(Trophy Club, TX)
Sent from my iPhone

Proverbs 3:5



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mike Ponsford eumsiTTSa——e; -
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Cost question

What is the net cost of Obamacare versus the projected net cost of GCH? shouldn't the public have some frame
of reference here?



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynnette Adams *
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:59 P

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA Make it work

Script: | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | work freelance and
do not have insurance with an employer . | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not

repeal it.
Sincerely distressed about this,

Lynnette Adams
Altadena, CA 91001



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
- ]
From: Elizabeth Wagner <l -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:59 PM
To: gchcomments .
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

This bill will severely and negatively impact a significant number of Americans. Just the parts that remove the ban on
lifetime caps and remove protections for people with pre-existing conditions, are sufficient to make it a clear detriment
to the health of the American people. But the block grants, the redistribution of funds bring, and the cuts to Medicaid

" are simply cruel. Tens of millions of Americans will find health care unaffordable if not impossible to access, if this bill is

implemented in any way.

The icing on this horrible cake is the way in which it was written and presented to the public {l.e. Not at all). It's un-
American to vote on a bill without hearings, conferences, time to let people read it, a CBO score. The authors and
advocates of this bill should be ashamed and removed from office.

Sent from my iPhone



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: The Mandersons @IS
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:51 PM

To: gchcémments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy "Health Care" Bill

I'm a nurse. I work in a highly specialized field of nursing, and I'm well compensated for my knowledge and
expertise. Maintaining the status quo (multiple payor, highly competitive, profit driven health care) is in my
financial best interest. HOWEVER, my conscience does not allow me to support huge profits for the insurance
companies, pharmaceutical companies, and their CEOs, just as it does not allow me to support a "health care”
bill that rips coverage away from millions of Americans.

I know what people say. "I PAY for my health coverage. Why should my tax dollars go to pay for

theirs? When they don't even work?" Why I've even got friends and family who share that sentiment. So how
do we solve this problem? I think the only rational solution is for NO ONE to have to pay premiums for
insurance coverage. We should ALL have coverage through a single payor system funded by federal tax
dollars. Will our taxes go up? YES. Will our taxes increase faster than our premiums, deductibles, and copays
do? Ibelieve not. '

I have both Canadian and British friends. They all speak highly of their health care systems. (In fact, a British
friend was appalled to find out that people with cancer in the U.S. still have to pay medical bills.) Are these
systems perfect? No. Are they better than what the U.S. currently has? Absolutely.

I urge the U.S. Senate to tread carefully. If you pass this bill and it becomes law, you are handing out a death
sentence to hundreds of thousands of Americans. And if you're doing that for selfish, greedy, or political

reasons, may God have mercy on your soul.

Pam Manderson, RN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

e
From: " Lise
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:09 PM
To: gchcomments
-Subject: Keep the ACA

[ used to have trouble finding health insurance to buy. Most places want large groups and we had only a "group"
of 3 staff at our small charity.

Most wouldn't bother with us. Those thst did were pricey.
Even without the help, we saved money JUST by being able to buy in from a pool.

The ACA matters. Fix, don't fidget.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janice S. Mahaffey “

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:51 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care

How can you ignore the only two words that this bill is about! HEALTH and CARE, with each attempt you delve deeper
into ignoring your constituents, and kowtowing to financiers. You have ignored the people and the best way to regain
their trust is to IMPROVE, not REMOVE AHC.

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lila Guterman

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:51 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please don't pass the Graham-Cassidy bill.
Good day,

My family relies on quality affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Gréham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Lila Guterman

Washington, DC
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bob Goldberg

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:52 PM

To: gchcomments : :

Cc: schumer@senate.gov; gillibrand@senate.gov

Subject: hearing to consider the graham-cassidy-heller-johnson proposal monday sept 25, 2017
Dear Senators:

As a concerned citizen, | urge you not to support the proposed repeal of the Affordable Care Act. It would be disastrous
to the millions of Americans who depend on it for their health and their lives.

| would welcome improvements, considered through bipartisan deliberation, that would make health care more-
affordable and easier to access, but this bill does not do that.

Respectfully
Bob Goldberg

Brooklyn NY 11218
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

BAC Yahoo oGNS

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 10:48 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Preservation of Health and Healthcare for US citizens.

As a healthcare professional (a respiratory therapist since 1982) I have seen what the quality of healthcare
in this country and its availability due to insurance or lack of insurance does to families and

individuals. In the country providing some of the highest quality healthcare available in the world for
over the last five or six decades the access to it by our citizens varies from exceptional to zero. Irecently
heard one of the more foolish statements about healthcare insurance “no one ever died of not having
insurance”, '

The truth is people die from a lack of insurance coverage in this country and others every day. It is caused
by the lack of access to good health care for simple maintenance treatment. While it’s true that in this
country most people can get access to urgent or emergency care, it is often simply the first step in what’s
necessary to keep them healthy and alive. Without insurance they don’t get any of the second step.

All of us rely on quality, affordable healthcare. I developed diabetes, high blood pressure and a
requirement for a kidney transplant, all because I followed the doctor’s orders to take a medication for an
injury to my back that produced a toxic reaction destroying my pancreas. It was through no fault of my
own, it was not due to negligence, it was not due to bad habits, it was due to a simple injury and a
medication to treat it, that’s no longer allowed to be given to people in this country. I need good health
care insurance or I need free healthcare sort of your choice.

As a result of these truths - for me and so many others, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with pre-existing conditions, disabilities, affordability, medication needs are significant ... I would like to

see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Everyone knew it had flaws when it was past, but everyone also knew it was far better than what wasn’t
being done, let’s make a serious effort to get it right.

Looking at Vermont you have an example of a state that was able to implement the system and do it well,
hold costs, and give good benefits. My insurance through the state is exactly the same as my insurance
through my employer was before it and cost less PLEASE read that word carefully LESS then when I was
working for the company.

Sincerely,

Bruce A Carr

Jericho Vermont

From iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Bill Hudacek e -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: my subject

/Title: Senate Finance Committee
Date: Monday, September 25*th at 2:00pm EDT/ Submitter name/address: William Hudacek, 1875 N. Twp Rd. 179,
Republic, OH 44867

Politicians who rely on election hacking may think they operate with impunity. Be soulless - even have your record
displayed for millions to see! You think you will never face repercussions. However, you are making a very very high-risk

bet: that the hacking will not be effectively countered (it's already been proven). That every polling station will not use
paper ballots.

You are betting your future - not your party's future (though that is on the table too) - your personal future. You Will Be
Wearing a Target.

Your role in all that has occurred, is occurring, and will occur - will be writ large in history. Think of the stain you will
leave for your family to inherit, for generations. Though you will die, your lineage is also what you are risking.

All this for MONEY? For billionaires and billion-dollar businesses to have you on puppet strings?

There's no need to continue to publish "favorability" figures for Congress. Not until the revolution is over, and we've
made constitutional changes to the very foundations of our structure of government.

I'm counting on the fact that some of you, a very precious few, will act to save your behinds. But | realize it will have to
get very close to you - so you start feeling the heat.

That day is coming. Some quotes:
"Conscience is the still, small voice that makes you feel even smaller." - James Sanaker.
"The human voice can never reach the distance that is covered by the still small voice of conscience." - Mahatma Gandhi

"Through pride we are ever deceiving ourselves. But deep down below the surface of the average conscience a still,
small voice says to us, something is out of tune." - Carl Jung

"Your conscience is the measure of the honesty of your selfishness.
Listen to it carefully." - Richard Bach

"The greatest want of the world is the want of men - men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls
are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is as true to duty as the
needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens fall." - Ellen G. White

"There is a higher court than courts of justice and that is the court of conscience. It supercedes all other courts.” -
Mahatma Gandhi

"No fundamental social change occurs merely because government acts.
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It's because civil society, the conscience of a country, begins to rise up and demand - demand - demand change." - Joe
Biden
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Baxter“

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham Cassidy

This bill could take away my pre exisiting health coverage. That will mean BANKRUPTCY OR DEATH.

No, no no no on this bill. Linda Baxter 92030
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: John K Arnold @SN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:54 PM
~To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy Graham Is Horrible

Stop Seeing Healthcare as a right or a privilege. Healthcare is integral infrastructure for a thriving 21st century
country.

Johh K Arnold
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christopher Siek

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:54 PM

To: gchcomments’

Subject: Protect & improve healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,
This new repub plan is more of the same BS. Please throw it out accordingly.

Christopher Siek

CEEE——
S

Naperville, lllinois 60563
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Baxter*
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:55 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: no on Graham Cassidy.

Graham Cassidy = Bankruptcy or Death. Not a good choice.

Linda Baxter 95030
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leigh Barlow (iGN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:47 PM
- To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

The bill includes skyrocketing premiums for those with pre-existing conditions. Very few people over the age of 50 do
NOT have a pre-existing condition. Is this bill health care for the healthy or for those who actually might need some
health care? -

| detest everything about this bill.
Sincerely,

Leigh Barlow

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Artley o/

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:47 PM
To: © gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassiddy

To whom it may concern,

I wish to let you know that | have ACA and yes, it needs a few fixes short of becoming single payer for all.
However, the new option from the Senate is totally unacceptable.

The new bill will knock many people off the insurance rolls by being unaffordable because everyone won't
have to carry coverage. Insurance has always been based on those who are healthy and paying for coverage
helping out with those who need the most coverage. Medicaid will be dead, as we know it, along with many
children and elders who will no longer get coverage. How would your Mother have felt if she was told her
pregnancy was a pre-existing condition(?) Look, | could go on and on but | will just say that this bill will not be
good at all for the constituents. It was hurried through even though there was 8 years to work on it. It was not
given enough thought. There were no hearing and talks with CBO and Drs. and hospitals, nurses and
caregivers. What is the hurry now? Let's, for just once, try a bi-partisan approach so that at ;east someone will
do the right thing!

Sincerely,

Linda Artley
Bloomsburg, Pa. 17815
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Eileen Shenker g gl

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:47 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-cassidy

Please do not pass this bill. Humanity before politics as this will hurt many of our citizens. We have lived long enough to
know that the only thing that matters is our health and the ability to take care of an illness when necessary. If you lose
your health (and healthcare), you really have nothing. This bill is cruel and will devastate many Americans. Put
yourselves in the place of someone who loses their healthcare and then vote no.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: John K Arnold of i DNy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy Graham Is Horrible

I have 35 years in the insurance business as a General Agent for domestic health insurance and a Managing General Agent for international health
insurance. I owned the agency.

You can't solve the healthcare problem with health insurance. Insurance is a distribution of risk. It can't have certainty of loss and unlimited liability.
That is why health insurance as the solution to the national healthcare issue will not work. What is needed is not insurance but a national plan for all

people that must have public option and public funding.

Healthcare is a primal human relationship. It is not like other insurance relationships. An enormous problem with the US is our extraordinarily high
cost of healthcare. We are 2 to 12 time higher in cost than anywhere else. We excel in trauma care and are miserable in chronic care.

In order to have something that works we need to establish a baseline of care that no one falls under.
We must address these two questions.

1. What is the role of government?
2. What is the role of the private sector?

If we don't answer these questions wé will never figure it out.

There is a lot more to discuss but at the core of this is how we want to relate to others.

There was this case where the Christians and Republicans came out in force to not let Terri Schiavo die.

"The Terri Schiavo case was a right-to-die legal case in the United States from 1990 to 2005, involving Theresa Marie "Terri" Schiavo, a woman in
an irreversible persistent vegetative state. ... Schiavo had a cardiac arrest in her St. Petersburg, Florida, home on February 25, 1990. She was
resuscitated, but had massive brain ..."

Now we have Tr*mp and the Republicans wanting to cut off healthcare and in doing so sentence people to suffering and death.

What kind of people are we? What are we willing to pay and to do for others? What kind of country are we? How can we objectively handle how
costly our healthcare is?

Here is an article I wrote. There are real things we can actually do right now.

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/us-health-insurance-economic-genocide-obamacare-what-john-k-arnold
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ANDREW CHAREST g

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to

discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

I am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mr. ANDREW CHAREST

TUCSON, AZ 85742
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ; T

From: KATHY JONES cumupnuniiiuany

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Hearing on Monday for Graham-Cassidy bill

The Graham-Cassidy bill is the worst in a long line of bills that have only one goal: repeal the ACA so that the Koch
Brothers will donate more money to the GOP. What a horrible lesson for our young people to learn about the
government that should have only one goal: to protect and promote the needs and interests of their constituents.
Almost no GOP members of Congress held town halls this year, for fear of being called to task over their support of
horrendous healthcare legislation that was put together in the 11th hour, with no democratic partnership, with no
expert hearings, with no public hearings, and no CBO score. Every Medicaid Director in our 50 states has opposed this
horrific bill. The AHA, AMA, AARP, and ANA have opposed it. Governors oppose it.

Here’s why | oppose it. It will leave millions of people uninsured. When people are uninsured, the death rates and
bankruptcy rates go up. Most importantly, this is cruel and anathema to a country who values life. Decimating medicaid
will crush our elderly, disabled, and children. Loosening the definition of EHBs will allow all kinds of cruelty to be inflicted
upon us, including losing our coverage for pre-existing conditions. | am retired, on a fixed income, and cannot afford the
higher premiums and deductibles in Graham-Cassidy. | cannot afford the surcharges for my asthma & rheumatoid
arthritis. But | can definitely afford to vote. '

If you are going to inflict this kind of barbaric and cruel healthcare on us, | can assure you that | am not delighted to
learn that large medical device companies will receive a huge tax cut. How dare you?

| want you to think about how angry we are. Now think of the exact opposite. Think about your constituents being so
devoted to you that you need zero dollars for your re-election campaign. So devoted that they will not only be 100%
loyal to you, but they will also tell all of their friends that they must vote for you. That kind of loyalty cannot be funded
by the Koch Brothers. It can only come from your loyalty to your constituents by voting no for this bill that will bankrupt
or kill us.

We have had to seriously disrupt our lives over the past 7 months to rally, march, protest, call, fax, email, and tweet to
get you to do the right thing. Protecting ourselves from our members of Congress shouldn’t be so ridiculously hard.

Vote no on this bill.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Julie Balutis ‘

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: , Please stop Graham-Cassidy

Hello,

I am writing to express my sincere fear about the passage of Graham-Cassidy. This bill would strip my brother
of his healthcare. He has epilepsy and could not get affordable coverage before the ACA due to his preexisting
condition. He works three jobs and while his premiums are high now, he would go broke trying to remain
insured if this bill becomes law.

This bill is being rushed through without a full CBO score and analysis of coverage impacts or premium
increases. Improvements need to be made to the ACA, via bipartisan legislation in committees with jurisdiction
(HELP & Commerce). Please resume the bipartisan process of fixing the ACA's problems. Please save the
healthcare of millions of Americans and stop Graham-Cassidy from passing.

Respectfully,
Julie Balutis
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: David O'Connor

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:35 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Dear Senator Grassley and Distinguished Members of the Judiciary Committee

It is my understanding that the committee will hold a hearing on the Graham-Cassidy bill. I write this email to
you and ask that it be added to the record. I am a citizen of the great state of Connecticut, but more importantly
of the United States of America. This bill should not be allowed to move forward for a number of reasons.

First, any health care effort like this affects 1/6™ of our economy and has not had the benefit of a CBO score.
Pressing forward without a clear understanding and cost to the American people and to their healthcare is not
responsible.

Health insurers are opposed as the bill will destabilize the markets.
Healthcare groups are opposed because millions of individuals will lose their insurance. This includes the
AMA, American Hospital Assn., American Cancer Society and the American Heart Assn. Other groups

opposed include AARP, Assn. of American Medical Colleges, the Children’s Health Assn. and the March of
Dimes. ~

Second, the Senate has long held traditions for normal process which include comprehensive hearings and
bipartisan agreements. The rush to approve this bill bypasses that important process.

Please stand for a bipartisan approach to improving the nation’s healthcare as Senator McCain has so aptly
stated.

Sincerely,

David O’Connor
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: carol Mohrgue N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ‘ Please do not pass Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senators:

Like virtually all Americans, I rely on quality, affordable health care. Because of this, ] STRONGLY OPPOSE
the Graham-Cassidy bill. As a soon-to-be senior I'm concerned about higher costs if the ACA is repealed.
Though I am currently lucky enough to be covered by employer insurance, many of my friends are not. Many
were finally able to get insurance, and thus care that they had been delaying, under the ACA. I don't want to see
them lose it again. I don't want to live in a country where people regularly suffer, die, and go broke because they
can't pay for health care.

We all know there are problems with the ACA. I would like to see Congress make a serious, committed, bipartisan effort to
improve the ACA, not take a huge step backwards by repealing it.

Thank you,

Carol Mohr
Ann Arbor, MI

52



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrea Brady

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Don't do it!!

My father died at age 39. Following a horrific accident, he reached his 'lifetime' cap and was unable to get a life saving
transplant. No one should ever die this way. It was cruel and unjust. Young, father of 4. Never had a chance. If there
were no caps, | feel strongly that he would still be here today. Could have seen me graduate from college, watched my
siblings grow up and achieve milestones, and met his grandchildren. He would have been an awesome grandpa.

Please don't vote to take us backwards! Don't allow another family to suffer the way mine did- watching someone we
love die because he couldn't get the care he needed.

It's un-American!

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gloria Rosenzweig Gyl
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:45 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Gah bill

I have family who h will be effected by this bill. How can Congress in good conscience send , good people who
worked hard all their lives to what is essentially their death beds to give multi millionaires more tax breaks.
SHAMEFUL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: _ Annie Toliver
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:45 PM
To: gchcomments

I vote NO. A ridiculous bill aimed to drop so many citizens.
Please be honorable!

Ann Toliver
Phoenix Oregon
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laurie e —
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:45 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: VOTE NO

VOTE NO ON ACA REPEAL SO MILLIONS OF PEOPLE CAN RETAIN INSURANCE AND LIVE!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kenneth Krause

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Oppose Graham-Cassidy. Not a good deal for the most needy patients.

Kenneth Krause, MD

***Note: The information contained in or attached to this E-Mail message is privileged and confidential information intended only
for the use of the individual and/or institution named above, even if it was addressed incorrectly. It may not be reproduced and/or
forwarded to another individual, organization, or institution except as provided by law. If this E-Mail has been received in error or
the reader is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that that any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly
prohibited by law. If you have received this e-Mail in error please notify me immediately at (303) 750-2082 x 308 or by replying to

this E-Mail.

47



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Michae! Freetage el NNy,

Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:46 PM
gchcomments
Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Michael Freetage

R

Dover, Ohio 44622
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelly McMahan g

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Americans deserve better than this manipulated hearing process.

Dear Members of the Senate Committee on Finance,

Monday’s hearing on the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson bill will not provide the time
necessary for experts in the many aspects of the healthcare system to share their expertise.
This “kangaroo court” of a hearing merely provides the sponsors of Graham-Cassidy Heller-
Johnson bill the ability to say “We had a hearing.” It's a shame that you assume Americans
won’t know the game you are playing with their lives! As a member of the Committee on
Finance, you have a responsibility to ALL Americans to honor the Senate committee rules. (see
below) '

Sincerely,
Kelly McMahan

Alameda, NM 87114

“Committee membership enables members to develop specialized knowledge of the matters under their jurisdiction.”
“Hearings are a method by which committee members gather information to inform committee business.” *

“Congressional committees customarily summon to their hearings a wide range of witnesses, including members of
Congress, cabinet officers and other administration officials, representatives of business and labor organizations, and
members of the general public.”?

If | read the Congressional Record accurately, and this hearing was announced on September
21 witnesses would have little to no time to submit their written testimony to the staff
director by the deadline.

Rule 14. Witnesses at Hearings.—(a) Each witness who is scheduled to testify at any hcaring must submit his
written testimony to the staff director not later than noon of the business day immediately before the last
business day preceding the day on which he is scheduled to appear. Such written testimony shall be
accompanied by a brief summary of the principal points covered in the written testimony. Having submitted his
written testimony, the witness shall be allowed not more than ten minutes for oral presentation of his
statement.?

“Although @ committee chair determines the agenda and selects witnesses, the minority typically works informally with
the majority to invite witnesses representing its views. Senate rules allow the minority-party members of a committec
(except Appropriations) to call witnesses of their choice on at least one day of a hearing.” *
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It seems to me that Chairman Hatch may be trying to hotline this bill. Yet, thisis a
controversial issue!

“When a bill goes through the "clearance" or "hotlining" process, it may bypass a Senate committee, or truncate the
amount of time spent in committee. "Hotlining" or "clearance" is when senators are notified of pending,

noncontroversial measures, and if no senators object, the measure can be passed by unanimous consent.” >

Lhttps://www.senate.gov/general/common/fag/committees fag.htm

2https://www.senate.gov/artahdhistor\//historv/(:ommon/brieﬁng/Committees.htmﬁm

3 https://www.senate.gov/general/resources/pdf/authority and rules of senate committees.pdf

4 https://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate legislative process.htm#2

5https://www.senate.gov/general/common/faq/committees fag.htmi#fcommittee bypass
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Wright, Kevin (Finan_ce)

From: Denise Houc.hins—e
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

This bill does not represent the American people. Rather, it represents the concerns of big business. | urge you to vote
no.

Denise Houchins

Smiths Grove, KY

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: ' Shelley Diekman GER N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: _ Graham-Cassidy

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I know people who have died because they had pre-existing conditions and could not
afford insurance or healthcare.

I do not understand how you fail to see that denying medical care is tantamount to
murder. ’

Please demonstrate your common decency.

Thank you,

Shelley Diekman
!an !rancisco CA 94110
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joan Kristensen
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:42 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Graham Cassidy

It's no better and a bunch worse than the other repeal attempts. Please, NO.
Joan Kristensen
Millington, NJ 07946

(Rep. Leonard Lance)

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon Howell il RS R ——

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:42 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

I lost my job and insurance so I couldn't afford medications for high blood pressure. As a result [ had a stroke
that change my life forever. While I'm glad I'm alive I can't do without insurance and meds. Without insurance I
will be dead. So please don't vote against ACA. Lots of people like me depend on it.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Kathy K

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:43 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
story with includes several kinds of cancer and the loss of my daughter (20 at the time; would now
be 27 if she had lived, with a major pre-existing condition) to cancer. Because of this loss; my
heart is with millennial cancer survivors (and other major illnesses) who are not well taken care of
by the entire medical system. 1 would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kathy Kerdus

Sacramento, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leigh Barlow g ey, .

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:43 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please this bill is a mockery

The Graham-Cassidy bill should NEVER come to a vote. The rules of the Senate are there to protect us from rogue
senators trying to ramrod legislation through for their own gain. | understand that their lobbies are screaming at them,
that is no reason to skip debate and the Budget Office from estimating the impact such a bill would have on the
populace.

| tired of the executive office signing orders as a way of circumnavigating the legislative process, and | detest how this
bill'is coming to a vote improperly.

Let Washington please return to the proper legislative process, even if it means this president cannot get his agenda
accomplished even with Congress tipped toward the party he is aligned with

Sincerely,

Leigh Barlow
Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Heather Davison GRS
Sent: Saturda;\y, September 23, 2017 6:43 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

To Whom it May Concern -
My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I

have a disabled brother and sick parents. In the interest of not hobbling much of this country, we need a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the Affordable care Act, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Heather Davison
Oakland, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kaili Irvin - -
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

To Whom It May Concern:

As someone who works in mental health and with some of our most vulnerable people, | have
seen first hand the importance of access to affordable, quality care and how devastating it is,
not just to the person but the community as a whole, when this is not made possible. |
strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you, '

Kaili Irvin

Portland, Maine
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Catherine E MaclLean

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments for 9-25 hearing

Dear Committee Members,

Thank you for considering my comments today.

[ am writing in two capacities: as a person who works in health care delivery and policy research, and as a
person who has a pre-existing condition and has benefitted from the protection of the ACA.

In the first capacity I work with and organization in Connecticut focused on improving and innovating in
primary care. We work closely with doctors, payers, health systems, and state officials to study how health care
is delivered now, and how it could be improved. Connecticut is in the midst of a budget crisis and may be
forced to cut people from it's Medicaid roles even without massive cuts to funding that would result from
Graham-Cassidy. The stated purpose of these cuts are to redistribute funds from states who expanded Medicaid
to those who did not, but should states feel they need additional Federal funding for health care, the option to
expand Medicaid is still on the table. The flexibility the bill intends to provide will be impossible for states to
achieve in practice as two years of ramp-up to operating a new system with less funding is not adequate to the
task that would face states. The result would be fewer people having health care coverage and a more difficult
to navigate health care system. Our Medicaid system is exploring a number of innovations including
accountable care type arrangements with health care systems and a managed care delivery system, but the states
funding and infrastructure alone will not be sufficient to fully implement these new strategies. In addition, the
guardrails of the waiver provisions are not sufficient to ensure protections for people with pre-existing
conditions.

I worry that the cut funding and state waiver provisions would create a race to the bottom, and I do not believe
that the quality of or access to health care should be determined by where you live in the US. Finally, the
funding "cliff" that this bill would cause in 2026 would be disastrous, as it will compel a new arrangement to be
made less hundreds of millions of Americans see a disastrous loss of health care services. Ten years seems like
a long time, but I worry it will not be sufficient for the work that would need to be done to pull our system back
from the edge.

My opposition to this bill is personal as well as professional. In 1996, when I was 4 years old I was diagnosed
with a life-threatening bone marrow failure disease called aplastic anemia. Thanks to my family's excellent
health insurance, I received top-notch care. I was not subject to life time or annual caps, which I would have
surely exceeded over the six years of my illness. The bone marrow transplant that cured my disease and it's
follow up care alone cost in excess of a million dollars.

About 75% of cases of aplastic anemia are idiopathic- they have no known cause, and mine was one of them. I
did not ask to get this disease and I nothing I did caused it. And even though I am now cured of it and about as
healthy a 26 year old as one could be, the fact of having had a bone marrow transplant can be judged a pre-
existing condition.

When the ACA passed I was a senior in high school, thinking about my future. The very fact of the ACA
opened up options for me. If it took a while after college to find a job, I could stay on my parent's insurance.
would never get a rejection letter from an insurance company because of what had to be done to save my life. If
I wanted to pursue a path that didn't automatically give employer based insurance, I could afford to purchase it.
If something catastrophic happened, as had happened to me before, I would be protected from bankruptcy.
Having had my life almost taken from me so young, I have none of the usual illusion of youthful immortality. I
know I am vulnerable. While the transplant cured me, it puts me at higher risk for secondary cancers, cataracts
and other health conditions. I know my current good health could change in an instant, and so I am determined
to always have health care coverage.
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But this year, I have been forced to reckon with the idea of having all of these options, protections, safeguards
ripped away from me. Every time another bill has moved forward, I've started mentally calculating what parts
of my health care I could "get away with" skipping next year. I've looked at my bank account and tried to figure
out how much of a disaster I could withstand. I've called my members of Congress so many times their numbers
are right behind my boyfriend and my mom in my speed dial. I've been sick with worry and fear.

And I know I'm lucky. I have a job that provides me with insurance, my health care needs are so much smaller
than many of my friends. I have cried over thinking about what would happen to some of them without the
options and protection the ACA provides. I have some sense I might be okay if worst comes to worst, but they
won't be. And that is just not fair. None of this is. The luck of who is healthy and who gets sick is not fair. The
luck of who gets better and who dies is not fair. The purpose of our health care system ought to be to try to re-
balance that luck, to provide people who need it with access to care that helps them live better lives. This bill
does not do that. I stand opposed to it, and I hope my testimony helps you understand why and convinces you to
do so as well.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Catherine MacLean
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jamie Piperberg CuENENEE—— '
Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:40 PM

gchcomments

Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

I'l admit the ACA isn't perfect, but if it's going to be replaced the replacement should be
better, not worse. And if there's anything we don't need it's tax breaks for corporations. (Well

that and tax breaks for the wealthy)

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| 'urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jamie Piperberg

Ny

C—

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 17837
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) _

From: Marilyn Moll-Ruggeri *

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:40 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with pre-existing conditions is my husband, myself and children all have them, without the ACA, we could not
afford health insurance. Affordability is very important, without the ACA, we could not afford health
insurance. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Moll-Ruggeri
Fort Myers, Florida
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Sir:

Suzanne Lawrence

Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:41 PM
gchcomments

Graham Cassidy

I strongly oppose the Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill.
My husband was just diagnosed with prostrate cancer and needs the ACA coverage.
He has been a strong working man his whole life and has just lost company benefits.

Second, this bill will create socioeconomic chaos.

This is of urgent importance and | appreciate your consideration!

Suzanne Lawrence

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Catherine Haynes «
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:41 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Do not support the Graham-Cassidy health care proposal that would force states to swallow potentially
billions in funding cuts. We need common-sense, bipartisan solutions that will stabilize markets and
actually expand affordable coverage.

Catherine Haynes

Melbourne, FL 32935

N,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Linda Hofgard oy ==~

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy

As small business owners, my family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill.

The Graham-Cassidy bill does nothing to improve healthcare. In fact, it would make healthcare worse in Colorado and
across America. Fewer people would be covered under this bill and, of those who are covered, healthcare would cost
more and would be of lesser quality. This is not what Colorado or America needs. Any healthcare proposals at this time
should result in more high quality coverage for more people. Graham-Cassidy accomplishes neither of those things.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Linda Hofgard

Louisville, Colorado
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:40 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: Cindy Pile

Subject: Comment

®

Dear Friends,

| am a marriage and family therapist intern. | work with survivors of sexual abuse and assault

as well as victims of trafficking. | also have a mental health disability myself which means |

can only work part-time. So, for right now, | receive healthcare through Medi-Cal (Medicaid in California.)
In the near future, | will need to purchase insurance on the marketplace. | am on a very tight budget so

| need those tax credits.

Please keep the Affordable Care Act in place so that I, and millions of others, may have
health coverage.

Thank you,

Cindy Pile, MDiv, MA, MFTi
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ashley Suder

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Ashley Suder

McMechen, WV 56040

Monday, September 25th 2017
Reference:No On Graham-Cassidy
Members of the Senate Finance Committee, et al.

My name is Ashley Suder. I'm 29 and | live in WV. A notoriously poor state that has been helped in many ways by
the ACA and the expansion of Medicaid. | never thought | would need much in the way of insurance at my age, let alone
rely on Medicaid. | expected to be working as a mortician, just like | planned. But life doesn't always go as we plan. Just
as | graduated from mortuary school, | was diagnosed with System Lupus at the age of 22, and more as the years have
progressed. My life took a much different path. | am now disabled. Lupus has affected almost every system in my body. |
rely on a line in my chest for IV nutrition(TPN), as my digestive tract has shut down. My central nervous system,
particularly my brain has been affected. I'm on 2 different seizure meds. I've survived 2 pulmonary embolisms and 2 deep
vein thromboses and have to do daily injections of a blood thinner. That's just a partial list of how my body malfunctions.
None of this was on my life to-do list.

What has made it easier is the Affordable Care Act and the expansion of Medicaid thanks to the ACA. | was
diagnosed in 2010, just as parts of the ACA were going into effect. My mom was worried she was going to have to put me
on Cobra, but we were able to keep me on her fantastic employer based coverage until | was 26. | credit that coverage
with why | am still alive today. The elimination of lifetime caps, and not allowing insurers to discriminate based on pre-
existing conditions is another reason i'm still alive. My medical costs are exorbitant. My IV nutrition alone is $25,000 a
month. I've had 4 rounds of chemotherapy, countless hospitalizations, and more.

When | aged out of my mother's insurance, | was able to get on WV Medicaid thanks to the expansion. If block
grants and caps were allowed as Graham-Cassidy wants, there’s no way | would be given the same level of care | receive
now. I'm the first person they would start restricting care from as my medical costs are so high.

| have many goals in life, despite my diseases. | want to become a nurse or a physician assistant because I've
met so many wonderful medical professionals from my time in hospitals. Access to affordable healthcare is paramount to
my ability to achieve this. The Graham-Cassidy Bill will kill me. There’s no other way to put it. | will lose access to my life
saving nutrition, medications, and my wonderful physicians. | implore you, members of the Senate Finance Committee,
do not allow this bill to pass. Pursue bipartisan solutions for healthcare.

Sincerely,
Ashley Suder



Wright, Kevin (Finance) - -

From: dawn febcﬂr*
Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 /21 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: No to the healthcare proposal

I plead with you to not pass this repeal. Any healthcare must accept pre-existing conditions and can't be left up to each
state to determining their profitability from allowing these conditions.

My sister, who lives in PA, was diagnosed 9 years ago with an insitue melanoma, meaning very very early stages. The
surgeon was able to successfully cut it all out before it spread. Pre ACA, she lost her job and tried to get health
insurance. Most carriers said no. She found one that would give her catastrophic coverage for a $10,000 deductible for
$600/month. Obscene! This is what will happen if states aren't required to include preexisting conditions in their
coverage options.

Please do not allow this bill to go forward. You can do better.

Please also respond if you have actually read this!

Dawn Febo



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: chelsea capps

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for Ii'fe-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

I am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mrs. chelsea capps

Humble, TX 77338



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:19 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-CASsidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable health care. Became of that I strongly oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. T would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it!

Dr. Darlene Clemens
PortANgeles WA

91



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ann Bodnar-Donovan il
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:34 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Bill

To the Senate Committee on Finance
Concerning the Graham Cassidy bill:

Currently my husband and | have healthcare and pay for it. | have insurance. He is on Medicare. Together we pay over
12,000 a year in premiums and deductibles. We also have limited dental insurance policy and a small cancer insurance
policy. We both have eye glasses that are not covered. If we would need hearing aids, they are not included.

We both receive Social Security and since we are both retired educators, we each have a pension from that.

We both have pre-existing conditions. Please tell me how we could afford any more than 12,000 a year? Our
payments for healthcare total more than a house and car payment together. | own a 2001 vehicle and my husband has
a 2005. We pay more for healthcare, by far, than for anything else. Please understand that other segments of the
economy do not get our dollars when such a proportion goes to insurance and pharmaceuticals.

This month we had to go to a hospital out of our town, 70 miles away. We consider ourselves lucky to have that but
we are retired and do not lose work in order to do so. Additional expenses of travel and food, and lodging for families
have to be factored in. Gratefully we did not have to stay over night but our situation required three trips.

I thought a lot about people who cannot access a hospital, or who cannot afford a hospital like the one we went
to. Insurance played a huge part in this.

Health care is a human right and everyone should have a right to it.

Again, | ask you how you can allow this law, vote for this law, which would cut so many people off of health care
entirely and greatly increase the premiums for others. | am reminding you that we pay 12,000 a year. We need help,
not the threat of increased premiums.

| have attended gatherings of other persons concerned about this and | have listened to stories of pain and suffering
that people are going through and what has happened to them with their insurance. Some people are facing pain and
death if they lose their insurance. This should not happen! Health care should not be a for-profit business.
Furthermore, in your human hearts, | think you know that.

Any human being can need health care any time. We need to be taking care of people, not insurance companies and
pharmaceutical companies. ‘

Please do not pass this bill. It is a travesty. It will hurt the people of this country. If we had truly affordable heath
care then we could use money on other sectors of the economy.

But most of all, we could be as healthy as we can be.

This bill is a last minute rush to please the small group of rich who want their tax cuts for the money they invested in
the political process. This proposal will not meet the needs of those who most need it.Why are they so adamant to cut
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Medicaid when so many older citizens need the guarantee of care in their future years. Most hard working folks can not
afford the cost of nursing home care. This bill will once again add to the number of those in our country who don't or
will not have health insurance. It is a cruel solution to a crisis in the lives of humans living in the United States. Do these
Republican really know and feel the anxiety and fear of so many as they gather around their dinner table to discuss what
to do about their health problems? Why not please those who need and can not afford health care rather than those

who want a tax break?
This email was written by both of us.

Sincerely,

Dave Donovan and Ann Bodnar-Donovan

S (o 52001
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joy Matsumoto

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Health care bill

Hi

The content of this bill is terrible — leaving decisions in the control of each state can result in many inequities to health
care for ALL Americans. The bill allows each state to decide how to implement and spend their allotment on health care
for their citizens, has no individual mandate (which allows healthy people to opt out and increases premiums for all),
and allows insurance to deny or limit coverage to people with pre-existing conditions. It is a travesty. And what happens
when | travel or move from one state to another — does my health care follow me or do i need to enroll in a new
program that may be better or worse than the one associated with the state | had been living in?

| am amazed at how little the authors understand about the content and intent of this piece of legislation. Obviously our
President does not understand it (other than it allows republicans to fulfill the promise of ending Affordable Care Act

insurance) as he insists on saying coverage will be increased and more citizens will be covered. This bill does not live up
to that promise.

Please work as a deliberative organization to develop a better health care plan — not just eliminate what Barack
Obama’s administration was able to put in place. Show some willingness to govern for all of the country, not just for
your partisan and selfish considerations.

Sincerely

Joy Matsumoto
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

-From: Marguerita Jensen g

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: My thoughts on Graham Cassidy bill

My husband and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My husband was
diagnosed with cancer in 2005. Fortunately, he is currently doing well though the cancer is still detected in his body. His pre-
existing condition could make it either impossible or too expensive for us to secure health insurance under this proposed bill. |
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Thank you for taking my comments into
consideration.

Sincerely,

Marguerita Jensen

Winthrop WA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol Wohlgemuth

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:35 PM
To: © gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | opposes the Graham-Cassidy
bill.

| would like to see a bipartisan congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Carol Wohlgemuth

Winnetka, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) |

From: Pam Smith P
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:36 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill..VOTE NO

ENOUGH!!! Sick and tired of Republicans wasting time and OUR money trying to
erase Obama. The Graham Cassidy bill is VERY dangerous. Thousands of people will
lose coverage. And you don't give each individual state the right to decide if a person
gets coverage for pre-exisiting conditions. Oh you had a cancerous mole removed 5
years ago?...well tuff luck if you get colon cancer down the road because they could
say it's a pre-existing condition. Sounds crazy??...you bet it does but it could
happen. It's bad enough that deep pocket lobbiests have so much influence over
medical decisions made in Washington. Now you're going to set up a scenario where
lobbiests set up to control individual states. One state will have decent
coverage...another state will have little to nothing. It would be a shame if people have
- to start making decisions about where they have to live based on medical insurance a
certain state provides. Insurance should be the same no matter where you

live. Everyone has a right to good health care.

| KNOW ONE THING....I'LL REMEMBER WHO VOTES YES FOR THIS BILL COME

Bill and Pamela Smith

e
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Howard F red?ics“

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:36 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Tax Cut (aka Healthcare) Bill

Dear Finance Committee Members,

| write to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill currently before the Senate.

Lrad
This bill would cut Medicaid services over the next ten years, particularly for those states that adopted
Medicaid expansion as provided for in the ACA. It would also cut subsidies for lower middle class and
working poor people, who currently receive premium subsidies and cost sharing reductions that enable them
to be able to afford coverage. Without these subsides and CSRs, a huge number of such people, including my
family, would be unable to afford any coverage at all, while remaining ineligible for Medicaid coverage, even
under the current as well as potential future Graham-Cassidy state-administered New Jersey Medicaid
provisions.

Pre-existing conditions protections, while permissible under Graham-Cassi‘dy would NOT be mandated by
federal law, and many states, especially in the South and Midwest, where the largest proportion of people
with such conditions reside, will choose to drop such protections. While New Jersey, where | reside, will likely
preserve such protections for the time being, there's no telling what might happen if a Republican legislature
or governor takes control. As someone with a number of pre-existing conditions, | would be unable to obtain
coverage, even if | could afford it, and my premiums would be raised through the roof.

Without the individual mandate of the ACA, premiums will inevitably rise and the quality and scope of
insurance coverage will fall, bringing us back to the pre-ACA "bad old days" where junk insurance forced
people to go without vital needed services. While some people buying junk insurance might do OK because
they're generally healthy and don't need regular care, if something changes in their health status, they could
suddenly find themselves facing bankruptcy.

I'm a highly educated person, with two graduate degrees including a doctorate. | have taught in some of our
nation's best universities, but since leaving academia, | have principally relied on my work as a freelance audio
engineer and composer, while my wife, has worked as a freelance singing teacher and singer. | also manage
our local public access TV station for a small honorarium that doesn't begin to compensate me for the amount
of time | contribute on a volunteer basis to the station, and which directly benefits our local community.

Artists like my wife and | enrich our communities, but can only do so because of the ACA, which has enabled
us to work on a freelance basis, while maintaining insurance coverage through the Marketplace.

Please abandon the idea of repealing the ACA, and improve it by increasing subsidies, CSRs, and re-insurance
programs to encourage insurers to do business in underserved communities. Add a public option to increase
competition in markets with few insurers, and explore proposals for single payer and Medicare buy-ins to help
those 55-62 to gain affordable quality coverage.

Most of all, drop the idea of providing tax cuts to the wealthy, whom Republicans like to call "middle-class,"
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despite them earning >5250k/year. Indeed, such people should pay more for healthcare so that those less
fortunate can pay less. :

Healthcare is a human right, as the Constitution guarantees the right to life, liberty and pursuit of

happiness. Without healthcare as a right, the notion of guarantees of the right to life, liberty and pursuit of
happiness become meaningless, since many will simply die without coverage. It's time to change our mindset
on the place healthcare has in our social contract.

Sincerely,
Howard Fredrics, DMA
Park Ridge, NJ

Howard Fredrics, DMA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maxine Norris

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:36 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable Healthcare for All

My family relies on quality,affordable Healthcare. | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My husband and son in law are
cancer survivors and would loose access to healthcare coverage. Healthcare saved their lives!
| would like to see a Bi-Partisan Congressional Effort to improve the ACA not repeal it.

Thank you,
Maxine Norris

Phoenix,Arizona

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) _ ,

From: Janis Dolnick ~
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:37 PM

To: gchcomments
Cc: senator@feinstein.senate.gov; senator@harris.senate.gov
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

I am an American citizen terrified at the latest attempt by the GOP to destroy healthcare
coverage for millions of my fellow citizens by repealing the ACA. There is no

“replace.” There will be no complete score by the CBO. Only a partial score will be
available prior to any vote. This is premeditated and procedurally criminal.

The GOP promised to replace the ACA with something cheaper, better, fairer, and more
. comprehensive. The Graham-Cassidy bill fails on all counts. Slashing funding and then

turning the slashed funds over to the states to be managed puts the citizens of the

states in jeopardy. I will say it bluntly: they know this and lie about it. It is cynical.

Any healthcare bill should, as Senator Cassidy said, pass the Jimmy Kimmel Test. As we
all know, Jimmy Kimmel knows more about what this bill will do than its authors, and
what it will do is the opposite of the Jimmy Kimmel Test. It fails. He has called them
out. Look up the links for the 3 shows this week where Kimmel addressed this.

The bill will harm people I know who reside in nursing homes funded by

Medicaid. Children without the resources of a Jimmy Kimmel will die from not being able
to afford the care they need. Pre-existing condition coverage will disappear. Women'’s
health will be harmed. Every. Medical. Association. And. Every. Insurance. Company.
And. 50. States’. Medicaid. Directors. Have. Opposed. This. Bill. They can't all be wrong.
GOP governors oppose this bill, knowing what it will do to their citizens.

There is no doubt because it has already been admitted that this bill is not about health,
but instead is about satisfying the GOP donors who are angry that the GOP cannot get
them the tax breaks they want. '

This is pure politics. It is about trying to pass something so the GOP does not lose seats
in the 2018 election. This is not my-opinion. It is a quote from Senator Pat Roberts of
Kansas: “If we do nothing [on health care], I think it has a tremendous impact on the
2018 elections. And whether or not Republicans still maintain control and we have the
gavel.”

They are aware, as has been stated by none other than Senator Grassley, that he “could
maybe give you 10 reasons why this bill shouldn’t be considered...” Believe him.

The GOP senators want to pass something, even if it does grave harm to over 22 million
citizens. That is, frankly, un-American and un-patriotic. It is a direct blow to 1/6 of the
US economy.
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Please take my words seriously. I have no doubt they represent the thoughts of many
of my fellow Americans who will not write. Actually, we know that only 13% approve of
this attempt to gut healthcare. Please keep that in mind.

Respectfully,

Janis Dolnick, PhD

PS: I just read, a few moments before I started this Ietter to you, that the
Healthcare.gov website for open enroliment to the ACA will go down for 12 hours each
Sunday “for maintenance.” This is no less than an attempt to kill the ACA through

sabotage. It is beyond shameful. Itis cruel, callous, and a brazen attempt, if the
Graham-Cassidy bill fails, to kill the ACA. I am embarrassed to be an American.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

. From: Mary Wyninger Qupaiynngy
Sent: Saturday, Septe{nber 23,2017 6:37 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA repeal

The current attempt to repeal the ACA is a frightening prospect. Too many American lives depend on the ACA for
affordable, quality health coverage. To repeal the law now would endanger lives all across this great nation of ours.
~ Please keep the ACA intact. Lives are at stake.

Sincerely,

Mary Wyninger
Seattle, WA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) —

From: Nyla Fleig el
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:37 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare bill

I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Like most Americans, 1 need affordable heal_th care. There needs to be a bi-
partisan Congressional effort to improve, not repeal the ACA.

Sincerely,

Nyla Fleig
Graton, CA 95444
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Joe Malinovsky

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Cassidy Graham

To Whomever Votes In The Senate:
Please vote NO on Cassidy Graham. Please restore order to the Senate by opening up the bill to the floor for full
and open debate, allow for amendments, and vote your conscience after. Don't force a despicable product down

Americans throats and expect you will ever be re-elected or gain support support from the American People.

BTW: You need to replace Mitch mcConnell with a Senator who knows how to move the national agenda
forward in a constructive way.

VOTE NO to Cassidy graham.

Thank You.

Joe Malinovsky

Buckeye, AZ 85396
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christopher Paradise

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:38 PM
To: _ gchcomments

Subject: Health care

I'm with Sen. McCain. This issue deserves bi-partisan debate and compromise. That's what the majority of the American
people want. That’s how our country has prospered.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Darin Poulson

Sent: - : Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Comments

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

I would like to add my comments to your consideration of the Graham-Cassidy "Healthcare" bill being
proposed in the Senate now. These comments are brief, but I hope you will weigh them among the many I'm
sure you are receiving.

This bill is no better than any of the previous versions primarily concerned with repealing he Affordable Care
Act as a measure of retaliation against President Barack Obama passing such a landmark piece of legislation.
This has very little to do with healthcare and instead focuses on inserting Republican interpretations of social
order and financial stratification into the realm of whether Americans can receive treatment for illness and
injury without going bankrupt or paying exorbitant amounts to merely have coverage.

In that light, this bill is just evil and cruel. Under the guise of Republican or "conservative" reform, it pulls
healthcare from those who need it most, makes it inaccessible for millions more, and continues to enrich and
empower insurance, pharmaceuticals, and large healthcare corporations who don't need the help. By some
twisted logic, the proponents of this bill figure that by further enriching and empowering the already rich and
powerful, that a little switch inside them will be turned and they will become so benevolent as to bestow upon
"the little people" a small piece of the riches such that the little people will be better off, not worse. This
assumes that we can trust these institutions and people to act against their best interests LATER as long as their
best interests NOW are unquestionably and overwhelmingly covered and the best interests of every other
American are ignored, deferred, and made servile to those who care least about them. '

It means the sick will stay sick, the poor will get poorer, the middle class will continue to struggle, and the most
vulnerable among us stay that way and grow in number all while the rich stay rich, get richer, and can do so
with as many liberties and freedoms as possible at the expense of anyone else.

There is nothing more American than this injustice. Nothing more cruel and more archaic than this level of
blatant greed. For what did we move beyond the dark ages or convene to write a constitution if we're just going
to hold to the same principles for which we scoff at the ancient world? We're committing the same crimes
against humanity today with legislation like this. We've only become more sophisticated in how we justify and
administer it.

Please resist and fight this and every other piece of legistion that is only for rich America or for white america
or for the powerful America. There are hundreds of millions of the rest of us and we depend on you.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Rauber <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:39 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment on GCHJ - Trumpcare

To the Senate Committee on Finance--

1. Why is yours the ONLY committee holding a hearing on this important subject?

2. Why do Republicans want to end Medicaid? Don't you also have elderly family members, friends or family
who are in need, or realize that others may have such needs in the future? Heck, even rich folks like you may
eat through your massive savings if you find yourself in a catastrophic health episode...what then? Why can't
you empathize with other humans whose lives didn't involve the same privileges yours did?

3. Why do you believe 50 separate state governments will be more cost effective than a unified federal
response? I know you know that some state governments aren't equipped, with resources or knowledgeable
personnel, to address this life-or-death issue.

4. Why do you still treat women like second-class citizens? Why should our care be subject to more intensive
intrusion and cost? Why is having a baby (you're supposed to be in favor of that! since you're trying to defund
Planned Parenthood for helping families PLAN when they have children they can afford and love) a suspect
condition but erectile dysfunction is not? You really need to look at this hard and objectively to see why you
allowed so many anti-women provisions into ALL of your "replacements" to the ACA.

5. Why does a citizen living in Montana count for more than one living in California? This bill contemplates
taking BILLIONS of dollars that cover care for MILLIONS of Californians and redistributing them to small
pockets of America, with the main rationale seeming to be that you want the vote of their two senators. You
have to see the hypocrisy and depravity of this. ’

6. On a similar subject, why do you place the opinions of 1/3 of America as more important than the opinions of
2/3 of us? (And I'm being generous w/that one-third. Many polls show this loathsome bill having only 24-25%
support. You cannot possibly pretend that "you know more" or "you know what's best," since all medical
experts have come out in opposition to this shake-down bill, taking funds from the country's most vulnerable
and placing them in the pockets of the already super-wealthy.

7. Please think back to why you became interested in politics in the first place. I believe that many/most
politicians ARE noble (or were...). I believe that you felt you wanted to serve the public good. You have to
know that taking health care away from 20 million Americans (32+ million in 7 years) does the opposite. You
have to know that failing to ensure that people with pre-existing conditions can acquire AFFORDABLE care is
as hideous an act as any politician has done. You have to know that seniors will return to having to decide
between food and heat and life-saving medication.

8. Finally, please think about all the privileges and support you had in your life to get you where you are today.
You likely had parents, grandparents, and even great-grandparents who attended college. You probably got
scholarships and loans. You may have attended private schools. You may have had family members who helped
set you up in a business, just like our president did. You probably never had to worry about where your next
meal would come from, or whether it would come at all. You probably had a library full of books in your own
home, and likely had computers and other gadgets to help you acquire knowledge and money. You probably
never had the electricity or heat turned off. You probably had birthday parties every single year of your life
celebrating YOU. You probably experimented (some or a lot) with drugs, but never got caught. You may have
even had a "run-in" with the law but got off either scott-free or with a slap on the wrist...and no record. You
likely took family vacations every year, maybe more than one. You probably lived in a neighborhood where
everyone knew each other and the kids roved around in a "gang" but that "gang" didn't attract police attention,
because, well, you know. You probably pay for your kids to go to private schools because, well, you know.
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Seriously, this is a make-or-break time in our nation's history. At this moment; Republicans pushing this
destructive, dangerous legislation are on the wrong side of history. Please step up, step forward, and do the right
thing for the entire country and ALL of its people. YOU can be the one who makes a difference.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Rauber
Lemon Grove, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janis Dolnick TR
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:39 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill comments

I am an American citizen terrified at the latest attempt by the GOP to destroy healthcare
coverage for millions of my fellow citizens by repealing the ACA. There is no

“replace.” There will be no complete score by the CBO. Only a partial score will be
available prior to any vote. This is premeditated and procedurally criminal.

The GOP promised to replace the ACA with something cheaper, better, fairer, and more
comprehensive. The Graham-Cassidy bill fails on all counts. Slashing funding and then
turning the slashed funds over to the states to be managed puts the citizens of the
states in jeopardy. I will say it bluntly: they know this and lie about it. It is cynical.

Any healthcare bill should, as Senator Cassidy said, pass the Jimmy Kimmel Test. As we
all know, Jimmy Kimmel knows more about what this bill will do than its authors, and
what it will do is the opposite of the Jimmy Kimmel Test. It fails. He has called them
out. Look up the links for the 3 shows this week where Kimmel addressed this.

The bill will harm people I know who reside in nursing homes funded by

Medicaid. Children without the resources of a Jimmy Kimmel will die from not being able
to afford the care they nced. Pre-existing condition coverage will disappear. Women'’s
health will be harmed. Every. Medical. Association. And. Every. Insurance. Company.
And. 50. States’. Medicaid. Directors. Have.-Opposed. This. Bill. They can’t all be wrong.
GOP governors oppose this bill, knowing what it will do to their citizens..

TFhere is no doubt because it has already been admitted that this bill is not about health,
but instead is about satisfying the GOP donors who are angry that the GOP cannot get
them the tax breaks they want. .

This is pure politics. It is about trying to pass something so the GOP does not lose seats
in the 2018 election. This is not my opinion. It is a quote from Senator Pat Roberts of
Kansas: “If we do nothing [on health care], I think it has a tremendous impact on the
2018 elections. And whether or not Republicans still maintain control and we have the

gavel.”

They are aware, as has been stated by none other than Senator Grassley, that he “could
maybe give you 10 reasons why this bill shouldn’t be considered...” Believe him.

The GOP senators want to pass something, even if it does grave harm to over 22 million

citizens. That is, frankly, un-American and un-patriotic. It is a direct blow to 1/6 of the
US economy. :
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Please take my words seriously. I have no doubt they represent the thoughts of many
of my fellow Americans who will not write. Actually, we know that only 13% approve of
this attempt to gut healthcare. Please keep that in mind.

Respectfully,

Janis Dolnick, PhD

PS: I just read, a few moments before I started this letter to you, that the
Healthcare.gov website for open enroliment to the ACA will go down for 12 hours each
Sunday “for maintenance.” This is no less than an attempt to kill the ACA through

sabotage. It is beyond shameful. It is cruel, callous, and a brazen attempt, if the
Graham-Cassidy bill fails, to kill the ACA. I am embarrassed to be an American.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fina:lce)

From: Lee Lindenlaub _

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:39 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO Graham-Cassidy repeal!

[ was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2014, I have none of the markers that would normally make a breast cancer patient. I never have
smoked. No one in my family has had it. I get annual mammograms. Luckily my family has good health coverage thru my husband's

_union, My prognosis is great... thankfully, My husband and son and i are optimistic about our future. I am fully working and active.
Our son is able to attend a college, carrying a 4.0 GPA in global international studies and plans to join the military upon graduation to
serve the country and help the world.

This is all possible because we were not having to choose between my getting the care my doctors suggested or paying our families
bills. We are not crushed by medical bills (WHICH WERE MASSIVE due to surgery, chemo, radiation, PT and ongoing tests and
meds which are standard for cancer survivors) and we are not crushed by jacked up insurance premiums due to my now "pre" existing
condition.

Who, if lucky to live a long life, won't have some accident or health issue... that then IS a "pre"existing condition?

Is it not better for America to have people staying/getting healthy, contributing to the economy by being able to get back to work, put
kids thru college (or themselves thru college) to ensure the future for America is sound? In this day and age we all are intertwined. As
Americans we all use our spending and buying power and support businesses large.and small across state lines. We travel to each
other's cities and states. We send our kids to colleges and universities in each other states. People who must squeeze their income to
pay high insurance premiums or pay medical bills can not put that money into those things.

A healthy-America is a BETTER America.
No on any repeal of ACA/Obamacare.

The GOP and DEMS need to work together (as the history of our country has shown is the American tradition in Congress) and better
the current Obamacare -even more. '

Lee Taylor-Allan
aka Lee Lindenlaub

LA CA 90046

It's the fragment, not the day. It's the pebble, not the stream. It's the ripple, not the sea that is happening..." - Sondheim
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janis Hulse SENGEG_G

Sent: : ‘ Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:39 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: A bill lacking kindness and dignity for Americans

As Trump administration seeks to undercut the signs up for ACA (Obamacare); the GOP seeks to destroy healthcare for
millions of Americans by making it out of financial reach and less coverage. Access is not the same as coverage unless
you're very wealthy. We are being judged as a nation and are failing in kindness, grace and dignity. Vote no on Graham-

Cassidy.

J Hulse
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finange)

From: jschonsc ¢ :
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No Graham Cassidy bill

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because we rely on this, I oppose the Graham-cassidy
bill. I am a woman and for some insurers I am a pre-existing condition. If I were to ever become pregnant, will
my insurance cover prenatal care, will it cover the delivery and any potential unexpected emergencies, like
Caesarean section? Will it cover portpartum care if | have a complication post operatively or suffer from post
party depression? The Graham Cassidy bill does not guarantee I will be able to enroll in a plan that is
affordable. I can't predict the future. I'm young and healthy but what about a car accident, a trip and fall, a
swimming accident, a pregnancy. That's why insurance needs to be affordable. My sister was a high risk
pregnancy and when her son was born via C-section, he had to be rushed to a different hospital because the
hospital she delivered in didn't have a NICU. Do you know that most woman stay in the hospital for several
days post C-section? That's to ensure there are no post operatively infections!! Do you think the Graham
Cassidy bill would have covered her stay or her son's stay in the NICU? I don't. I don't believe this bill will do
anything but hurt our most vulnerable.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressionai effort to improve the ACA, which my family and I depend on and
benefit from. We don't want a repeal and we don't want a replacement.

Jennifer, Houston



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: _ Jack & Sharon Bolle @i

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:21 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Affordable Care Act

Maintaining the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is the right thing to do for America. My daughter, one of twins, was born with a very
rare brain condition known as Cerbral Cavernous Angioma. Her twin does not have this disease. Prior to the ACA we coud get health
insurance for the twin without the disorder, but finding health care for someone with a pre-existing condition is another story
altogether. It is imperative to have insurance coverage and to protect those with pre-existing conditions. I also have a 91 year old
father who is a retired minister. He lives on a very fixed income (ministers do not make alot of money) and affordable insurance is
necessary for him as well.

This is a top priority for my family. Not only will we be watching how our representatives vote, we will actively campaign
accordingly in the next election. g

Sincerely, Sharon Bolle, Brea California



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennifer Grable

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:20 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on graham Cassidy health bill

These comments are in regard to the graham Cassidy health care bill hearing taking place on. Monday,
September 25t at 2:00pm EDT :

Please understand the seriousness of this healthcare bill. My husband and I are two of so many Americans with
pre existing conditions. I myself was a healthy, active person paying for health insurance even though I only
went to the doctor one time a year for an annual checkup. At age 29 I suddenly became very ill. It took months
of expensive tests to finally come up with a diagnosis of Crohn's disease. This diagnosis came in the years
before the ACA was a thing and I was faced with the fear of running up my lifetime limits before I turned 40.

I have spent the last six years fighting for my health, which now involves annual colonoscopies, twice monthly
injections of a very expensive medication, monthly lab work, as well as many visits and check ups to make sure
i maintain my health as I am immunocomprimised.

This bill is essentially a slow death sentence for me. If lifetime limits are allowed I will not be able to maintain
treating my disease and living a somewhat normal life. I will have to choose between going to the doctor to
make sure I'm ok or sticking out a fever and hoping it doesn't lead to a life threatening infection my body can't
fight - all because it's too expensive to go to the doctor.

My husnand and I both work, we pay taxes, we are not "freeloaders". We are simply two adults with bodies that
attack themselves, we have diseases with no cure. We face the very real possibility of bankruptcy some day if
our insurance doesn't cover medications or procedures anymore.

We have dreams and hopes too like living overseas or volunteering, but those things won't be possible for us if
we don't have employee sponsored health care. If we go back on the individual market as freelance workers
(still working mind you, just not in a group pool), there is no way we could afford to pay $52,000 a year JUST
for insurance coverage. We both have autoimmune diseases and that is what congress is calling "affordable".
What a joke.

I urge you to fight against this inhuman and cruel healthcare bill. Stand up for Americans who want to stay
healthy, to be responsible for getting the care they need when they need it. Fight for us who want to keep
working - who want to stay alive. This really is life or death for me.

I don't relish begging for my life but here I am doing just that. Begging you - stand up and FIGHT FOR US.
This is not a political game. My life is not for you to toy with to notch a "w". Come together in a bipartisan way
to fix the problems I know are there but do it together without attacking.

I am worth it. My husband is worth it. Millions of people just like us are worth it. We are human beings with
dreams and hopes and passions and goals and people we want to stick around for. Don't forget our humanity in
all of this.

Vote No on this bill.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Matt Kuhns >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:20 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy isn't good for states
Dear sirs,

The Graham-Cassidy legislation being considered by the Senate is supposedly a means to grant more authority to states.
But if you listen to leaders in state governments, they don't want this bill.

No wonder; there is no magic “flexibility” that will allow states to help an equal or greater number of people when
funding plummets down toward zero, as will happen under this legislation. If you feel differently, get the CBO to confirm
it before voting.

Absent that, how about taking the word of states executives, like Governor Kasich, who is very clear that this legislation
is not helpful to Ohio. Or of every single one of America's 50 state Medicaid directors. Or of Louisiana's own health
director. Not to mention insurers, actuaries, and effectively the entire healthcare industry.

| ask that you listen to the voices from all sides warning about this bill, and go back to work on serious legislation that
can survive scoring and hearings.

% Matt Kuhns e

Lakewood OH 44107



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Richmond iy
Sent: : Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:20 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Passing a new health care bill should be easy, with the Republicans in charge of the House, Senate and
Presidency. Then why has it been so difficult? Because instead of creating a health bill that will actually help
people, it appears that they have bent over backwards to try and create a bill that is as cruel and will hurt as
many people as possible.

An estimated 32 million people with lose their health insurance if this passes. I say estimated because
apparently a bill that will affect 1/6th of our economy is not important enough to wait for the CBO report. How
can you, "in good conscience" as John McCain says. vote for a bill when you don't even know what the effects
will be. I suspect the reason you don't want to wait, other than the looming Sept. 30th deadline, is that the report
will just confirm how bad this bill is. Is going back to a time where a baby can hit their lifetime cap for
insurance or people can be turned down or just be completely priced out of insurance because of pre-existing
conditions better? Are all the people that are going to suffer and die from lack of healthcare worth it, just so
you can wipe President Obama's name off something else.

And the bottom line is - why is this being done - not to help people or make their lives better, to give tax breaks
to the most wealthy among us so they'll keep funding your re-election campaigns. Truly disgusting.

Vote NO to Graham-Cassidy

Sus

Bealeton, VA 22712
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Wric_;h,t, Kevin (Finance)

From: “

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:20 PM
To: ‘ , gchcomments
Subject: In Favor of ACA Fix not Replacement

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. As a lifelong republican, | oppose the Graham-Casidy bill. Work with the
democrats and fix the ACA. You should stand on your own feet in congress and not succumb to the rantings of our
misdirected president.

Sent from my iPad

Alan Plowgian
Ft. Myers, FL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary OConne!| e

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:19 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ~ Vote NOon

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, .I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I'm a single mom with two kids who have pre-existing conditions and we would never have been able to qualify or
AFFORD insurance without the ACA. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to IMPROVE the ACA,
not repeal it. :

Thank you, -
Mary Harvey \
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Newbie 01

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:19 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care for US

Please vote against the repeal. There are way too many uninsured in the US. At one time, | thought we were
the greatest country, but no more. Our citizens go without health care and those who move here with no
papers get better health care than US citizens do. Someone needs to take the blinders off and look at what
continental Europe has. No one is broke because they are sick over there, they get the necessary medications
they need and treatments without their health insurance, if they have any, telling them what they can

have. someone in upper government needs to look at a better plan for all If you work, you pay a portion,
then you are covered. Dissolve the three major health insurance companies and let them become insurers
again, but with restrictions. '

13



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Satie, Stephanie 4D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Preserve the ACA

Please do not pass this bill. It is an act of revenge against anything President Obama did, especially this.

This current Bill is a purely partisan attempt to repeal the Affordable Healthcare Act and replace with a cruel version that will deny
millions healthcare and raise the cost of HC for millions more!”Improve the ACA. Don’t dismantle and replace with something
opposed by doctors and hospitals and even insurance companies.

Stephanie Satie
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

S

From: Diane Fjarlie < GGG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

How in good faith and conscience can you vote to take -- yes, take -- health care away from millions of
people? I've heard all of your arguments. Your proposal is neither accessible or affordable.

It does not protect those with preexisting conditions, as you claim. Children, seniors, and our veterans depend
on Medicaid and you are well aware of that fact. Less than 20 percent of the population support this bill. The
medical community and Medicaid administrators from all 50 states oppose your plan.

You are pandering to the Kochs, who will withhold campaign contributions unless you repeal the ACA.

I've never voted party lines in 40-plus years. I have voted for the candidate that I believed would be best suited
for the job. After this display of greed by the GOP, I will never ever vote for one of you regardless of your
"qualifications."

Please carefully consider your decision.

Diane Fjarlie
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: kathleen mcdermott (TR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:17 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Trumpcare

Trumpcare aka Graham-Cassidy is not a healthcare bill. To present it as such is an insult to thinking adults. We are aware
that Republicans do not think the govt. should provide healthcare. It would be better if you just said that than to
pretend what you present is something better than the ACA. Nobody thinks this bill is a good idea except maybe Trump
who does not even understand healthcare.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ellen Vander Galien

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH +

This bill is cruel. Why would every medical, physician, nursing, senior, women's, children, hospital, health care,insurance
groups and all 50 Medicaid administrators stand against this bill and the GOP think they know better. This is a political
move with one purpose and one purpose only- repeal and replace the AHC because it carries Obama's name. | support a
support a return to regular order with intent of designing a bipartisan best possible healthcare bill.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wri(.; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Damara Davidson GGG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: VOTE NO - Cassidy/Graham Health Care Repeal

To whom it may concern:

Just because ACA Repeal has been "re-branded" under a new name.....the American people are NOT FOOLED. The
Cassidy-Graham healthcare repeal will cause 32 MILLION Americans to lose their health care, eliminate preexisting
condition protection and raise premiums by an estimated 20%.

The Arkansas constituency has made it very clear how vital the ACA is to living a life free of financial burden caused by
medical debt. That message has been communicated consistently at various town halls across the state. Passage of this
bill would adversely affect 2 of every 3 children receiving Medicaid in Arkansas. And yet both Senator Cotton and
Boozman support this atrocity.

70% of Americans SUPPORT The Affordable Care Act (ACA) in its current form. PLEADE Support the will of the PEOPLE
and REMOVE Cassidy-Graham from a vote. STOP this malicious and harmful attack on American health care!

Sincerely,

Damara L Davidson

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finan_ce) |

From: James Henry oSy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:17 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: - Tam against Graham-Cassidy. It is a bad bill for America

Somewhere deep inside myself | have to believe that the United States Senate is interested in the well-being of all € ¢

An\e[)imc_'avr&?veryday as | pray for you ladies and gentlemen, | pray for your wisdom. This bill, Graham-Cassidy, ultimately
reduces the number of Americans covered by insurance and therefore offers less choice and access to healthcare. Your
intent to remove protections regarding pre-existing conditions is inconceivable to me. My son was diagnosed with type 1
diabetes just about two years ago. He is now 21 and a senior in college. In the not-too-far distant future, he will have to
come off my healthcare insurance policy and seek his own. He has a pre-existing condition and may therefore not be
afforded the choice of acquiring insurance.

Almost without exception, major health organizations all the way from doctors and insurance companies to hospitals
and The American Cancer Association and The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation oppose this bill. How can you all

in good conscience move forward with such a flawed plan opposed by so many?

As an American, please make me proud again of an institution, the U.S. Senate, where wise men and women are meant
to gather and do what is best for us all, not just for some who stand to profit from this bill.

Sincerely,
James Edward Henry
American

Alexandria, Virginia

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michaelkidney <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:16 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Re: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, Sept.

25, 2017 - Michael J. Kidney, 15 Lahinch Dr,, IL 60439

Re: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017 - Michael J. Kidney

Q. |1 60439.

I am contacting you today in opposition of the Graham-Cassidy healthcare proposal which would repeal the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act. It is a travesty that the majority party is totally ignoring the fact that we have a two-
party country, and the Democrats should be able to contribute to a bill in which the expenditures make up nearly 20% of
the nation’s GDP. GOP leadership must be fearful of the horrendous consequences of this bill since you won't even wait
until the full CBO analysis is completed. The non-partisan Brookings Institution found that Cassidy-Graham would
reduce the number of Americans with insurance by about 21 million through 2026. But after that, another 11 million

- would lose coverage, for a total of 32 million additional uninsured! You should be ashamed! I don’t even want to hear the
baloney that the GOP is the pro-choice party when you are endangering the health of 32 million people!

The other problem is that you are de-funding a number of states, especially California ($78 billion) and New York $(45
billion) from 2020-2026. My state of Illinois, whose financial problems are well-known, will see a loss of $8 billion, and
an additional $18 billion from 2020 to 2027. The Graham-Cassidy bill cuts federal health care funding while potentially
increasing costs for people with pre-existing conditions, making insurance unaffordable to those who need it most.

More than 650,000 Illinois residents have been insured through Medicaid expansion, and 350,000 through Affordable
Care Act plans, according to state data. Many of these individuals gained insurance through the expansion of Medicaid
program to low-income persons.

IHlinois cannot absorb the additional financial burden that would be imposed on the state and would be forced to reduce
eligibility, covered services and payments to providers. The magnitude of these cuts and changes to Medicaid is
staggering and nothing that any responsible politician would support.

Please be sensible, and do not support this horrific bill.
Michael J. Kidney

Lemont, IL 60439
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joanne Gouaux

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:16 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Concerns; Graham-Cassidy Proposal

Dear Senators;

As person, daughter of a retired tradesworker, a wife, and a mother with school aged children, I believe changes
to our nation’s health care laws should increase access to high-quality, affordable care and coverage for as many
people as possible. The Graham-Cassidy bill now being considered in the United States Senate does not meet
any of those tests.

The block grant proposal in the bill would erode coverage of needed medical services and pose major issues for
state budgets. Repealing the individual and employer mandates without alternative incentives for enrollment.
will lead to fewer people enrolled and higher premiums. The other potential outcomes of this bill— allowing
reinstatement of dollar caps on coverage, backing away from protections for older patients and those with pre-
existing conditions, waiver of essential health benefit coverage, reducing eligibility for Medicaid, to name a
few— will weaken coverage and threaten the health of millions.

Instead of passing a bill which takes us backwards, I urge lawmakers to continue to work to pass bipartisan
measures to stabilize the current health coverage marketplaces, to help the millions who rely upon the current
markets for their care and coverage. It is an urgent matter for policymakers to address right now, with big
implications for families even in the next few months.

In a healthy democracy, it is critical that health care consumers, providers, and employees have an influential
voice in shaping the policies that affect health care access, affordability, and quality.

Helping people who are uninsured to get and afford coverage, and ensuring those who have it can continue to
afford it, should be the priority for any proposals around health reform. Policymakers should ensure that any
proposals maintain or expand coverage, provide incentives for high quality, and tackle affordability.

Sincerely,

Joanne Gouaux ,
Walnut Creek, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Marilyncooley i EIRNEN,

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:15 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Don't Do It

Graham-Cassidy is an abomination. Shame on you for even considering it. We have enough trouble as it is without your
uninformed, compassion-free approach. We the people are fed up with paying your salaries when your actions are so
cruel, destructive, deadly, and profoundly Un-American. | hope karma bites you hard and fast.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michelle Green <SRRI

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on GC Bill

I am writing to let you know that I oppose any action to repeal and replace the ACA. I'll keep it short and to the
point. I'm sure you are getting many emails

" Michelle Green

Merritt Island, FL 32952
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marie

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:51 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: [ oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Marie Grady

San Jose, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alex Knight =
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:08 PM
To: ’ gchcomments

Subject: Re: Graham Cassidy

As an entrepreneur and an investor in small start-up businesses, | know firsthand that certain
access to quality affordable healthcare - regardless of pre-existing conditions for a sick child, for
example - is critical to the decision to start or grow a business.

GrahamCassidy goes backward on so many fronts. | am certain it will discourage entrepreneurs
from taking the necessary risks to build the businesses that fuel the US economy now and for the

future.

| encourage every member of the Senate to vote NO on this bill and work on a bipartisan basis to
continue to make reliable, affordable healthcare available to ALL Americans.

Thank you.

Alex Knight
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jon Eich Gy >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
IT FAILS TO MEET THE PROMISES THAT REPUBLICANS IN AND RUNNING FOR CONGRESS HAVE BEEN MAKING FOR THE
PAST 8 YEARS -- TO REPEAL AND REPLACE OBAMACARE WITH SOMETHING BETTER -- HEALTH INSURANCE THAT WOULD
KEEP THE IMPROVEMENTS MADE BY THE ACA, WHILE ADDRESSING PROBLEMS LIKE LARGE DEDUCTIBLES, FEW PLANS
TO CHOOSE FROM IN SOME MARKETS, AND NO COVERAGE FOR 30 MILLION AMERICANS.

One of the complaints Republicans in Congress had about the Affordable Care Act that it was such a massive bill and not
enough time to read, digest, and recommend improvements to the bill. It is hypocritical for Republicans to try to ram

Graham-Cassidy through Congress without providing sufficient time for the public and Congress to read, digest, and
suggest amendments to the bill.

If you can't improve on Obamacare, leave it alone until a better bill emerges from committee under regular order.

Jon Eich

o —
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Megan Rivera Qi

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: AGAINST graham-cassidy

I am writing to express my strong, unequivocal, and angry opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. This bill will result in
millions of Americans losing health insurance and unfairly burden those with pre-existing conditions. Our family
struggled with health insurance for many years before the Affordable Care Act because of my husband's pre-existing
condition. We know how scary and uncertain it is. Please stop the madness.

Thank you for your consideration and all you do for our country.

Sincerely,

Megan Wiley Rivera
Columbia, MD 21044

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carolyn McDowell -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

| am very alarmed that yet another health care bill that destroys the system is currently being considered by the Senate.
This is again being rushed through without time for the evaluation by CBO. It poses a devastating picture of what will
happen as millions lose access to healthcare. It has been opposed by most in the field. Please consider that there are
millions of Americans that ask Congress to work in a bipartisan way to find a solution to healthcare issue.

This is NOT it!

Respectfully,

Carolyn McDowell

Washington, VA 22747

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Heather Stout D
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:12 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham- Cassidy Trumpcare

It is time for the Republicans in the Senate to consider the impact of this bill on their constituents. 526,000 people in the
State of Oregon would lose their health care in order to enable a huge tax cut for the 1%. This is not about healthcare.
This is about the Kochs and the Mercers.

29



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: | Priscilla Bremser <N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:13 PM

To: gchcomments .

Subject: Health Insurance for my Neighbors Helps Me. Graham-Cassidy is bad for all U.S.
residents.

Dear Finance Committee Senators,

It is important to me to have affordable health insurance that can't be taken away because of a pre-existing
condition or any of the other loopholes that the Graham-Cassidy bill would enable. For ethical and spiritual
reasons, it is also important to me that other Americans have the same. There are other reasons, though. I can be
better at my job if my co-workers are healthy. I can be healthier if the people who serve me food in restaurants,
sit next to me on the bus, and stand behind me in the grocery line are also healthy.

Please stop trying to take health care away from Americans.

P. Bremser
Middlebury, VT

30



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joan Conway

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: v Affordable Healthcare

Like many Americans, my husband and |, rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose
the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal
it.

Sincerely,

Joan Conway

Healdsburg, CA 95448
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Adrienne Horowitz

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: - Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
of the despicable harm that it will do to people. As reported in The Atlantic, "Coalitions of health professionals that have
spoken publicly against the measure so far include the American Medical Association (“Provisions violate longstanding
AMA policy”), the American Psychiatric Association (“This bill harms our most vulnerable patients”), the American Public
Health Association (“Graham-Cassidy would devastate the Medicaid program, increase out-of-pocket costs, and weaken
or eliminate protections for people living with preexisting conditions”), the National Institute for Reproductive Health
(“the Graham-Cassidy bill preys on underserved communities ... a clear and present danger”), and Federation of
American Hospitals {“It could disrupt access to health care for millions of the more than 70 million Americans”)." Those
are the experts. Please listen to them. ’ '

Sincerely,
Adrienne Horowitz

Adrienne Horowitz
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jordan Bayn o
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:09 PM

To: gchcomments :

Subject: Senate finance committee -- Graham Cassidy

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with affordability is | have never been able to afford healthcare... My friends in other countries have a
higher quality of life than | do simply because they have remarkable healthcare to take care of
themselves, and in this supposed great nation of ours we do not take care of our own. | would like to
see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Jordan Bayne
Broolgyp, New York

E
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: douglas helfrich *
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:07 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill.

[ have friends and family that rely on quality, affordable healthcare.For example my sister has a mental
health condition.

Therefore I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Douglas Helfrich

Minneapois, MN 55413
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Classon
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:06 PM
To: ' gchcomments

Subject: DO NOT Repeal Obamacare

Don't repeal Obamacare and replace it with your most heinous version yet. Fix Obamacare and make it better by
working in a bi-partisan effort.

Linda Classon

Sarasota, FL 34231
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: J Heringlakeu D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:08 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: My patients lives are at stake

Dear Senators,

I am a health care worker who is treating many of those who under the pre-existing aspect of the Affordable
Health Care act have been able to successfully healed & or stabilized in their individual Dx.

Under the proposed Graham - Cassidy bill, these same Americans as well as those now seeking treatment would
NOT be covered at all, or only partially which would likely throw them into possible personal bankruptcy. I
urge you to please vote NO on this bill & let’s take into committee in a proper bipartisan fashion in order to
bring health to all our citizens.

Thank you,

Joseph Heringlake
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jean Hinck SN |

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:08 PM
To: ' ‘ : gchcomments

Subject: DO NOT REPEAL OBAMACARE

SENATE COMMITTEE - 9-25-17
Please do not repeal Obamacare. Please FIX it now or adopt Senator Sander's Medicare For All Plan.

My son is a type 1 juvenile diabetic since age 10. It has been and continues to be a daily struggle for him (and
millions of other juvie diabetics.) Repealing the ACA will only make matters worse. It's hard enough taking
care of this horrible disease. If the money-hungry insurance companies are once again able to pick & choose
who they will cover, it will be catastrophic for my son. He only has health insurance coverage now because of
the ACA. It has saved his LIFE!! NO REPEAL!

Thank you, Jean Hincks on behalf of Eric Hincks, type 1 diabetic.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sandra Shove gl

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:08 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: scdd@scdd.ca.gov

Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, 9/25/17

To: Senate Finance Committee

From: Sandra Dixon Shove Sl

RE: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-dJohnson Proposal
Dear Senate Finance Committee Members,

| am the proud mother of a wonderful young woman with ongoing mental health needs, as well as a
talented young man on the autism spectrum and a teenage son with no known disabilities. My
husband and | have both worked from age 16 until the present (we are in our mid-50's) and have
gladly contributed to the tax base and to our nation's safety-net programs, knowing that at any point,
we or our loved ones might need to access publicly-funded services.

When our son was diagnosed with autism at the age of 3, we enrolled him in all publicly funded
educational and developmental programs for which he was eligible, believing that the best use of
public dollars is to enable our citizens to participate as fully as possible in their communities --
educational, vocational, and recreational. We have been most fortunate that California regards its
citizens with disabilities as fully deserving of support and access, and our son has grown up to be an
Honor Student and Eagle Scout who earned a high school diploma, is attending Community College,
and this last Summer, became a taxpaying member of the (part-time) workforce. These
accomplishments were made possible because he has been provided with Speech Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, Mental Health Counseling Therapy, and Behavioral Health Therapy at public
expense through his public schools -- services that have been eligible for reimbursement by
Medicaid. Without these Medicaid reimbursements, our local school districts would likely not have the
means to appropriately support students like my son, and he would not have been given the chance
to progress or to become a taxpayer at all.

In the case of my daughter, she was diagnosed with a Severe Emotional Disturbance in mid-
elementary school. She was able to access treatment through our private healthcare (due to
California's Mental Health Parity laws), and eventually was provided additional supports through her
public school's Section 504 program. She has since graduated from both high school and college, on
time and with honors, and is now employed in our local community. Like her brother, she has now
transitioned from being a beneficiary of publicly-funded services to a contributor to the very tax base
which funds the programs that have served her. Without access to medically necessary mental health
care services (a hallmark of the Affordable Care Act) and Medicaid-reimbursable school disabilities
services, she most certainly would not have been successful in college, and may not have even been
able to graduate from high school. Additionally, because the Affordable Care Act has allowed children
- up to age 26 to remain covered by their parents' health insurance, she has not (yet) had to be
concerned with obtaining healthcare coverage while simultaneously transitioning from the adolescent
world of school to the adult world of work. For a young woman with ongoing mental health challenges,
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relieving this additional burden even temporarily can mean the difference between maintaining
successful, gainful employment -- and the personal confidence and self-determination that results --
and debilitating mental health crisis.

A lot of numbers will be considered in discussing this proposed bill, but my young-adult children are
not numbers or diagnostic categories. They are living, breathing members of society who rely on
publicly funded services in order to be the fully participating, taxpaying adults they are. Please use
their tax dollars -- and all of ours -- to build our collective future, not to destroy it.

Respectfully,

Sandra Dixon Shove

ganta Barbara, CA 93110
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeanne Paulin
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare bill

| am expressing my extreme displeasure with the contents of the Graham-Cassidy bill. It is harmful to Americans and no
matter how the Republicans try to spin it, the facts are clear. As a parent of a child with a pre- existing condition, the
wife of a retired first responder who is battling cancer, and the child of parents who lost their lives to cancer, this bill is
terrible for America. Qur government can and must do better for our citizens. Decimating the ACA purely for partisan
reasons is a shameful act of cruelty. Do the right thing (and your job)- improve the ACA by working in a bi- partisan
fashion for all Americans. You owe it to the people of this country.

Sincerely,

Jeanne M. Paulin
Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jane Stratton

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GC Bill Comments

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments.

In brief, passing this bill is not in the best interest of the nation. Elections may be partisan, but governing can
only work well for all when we work together.

In the interest of so many, I urge you to please choose to invest in the ACA, rather than sabotage it. It needs to
be improved, not dismantled.

While I've got you here, I'll go out on a limb and also ask you to please pursue universal healthcare. Everyone
else does it, and heck... we could probably do it better!

We're supposed to be the greatest nation on earth. Let's start acting like it.
Your fellow citizen,

Jane Stratton
Deerfield, NH
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: T Cully

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

There are many reasons that [ believe this bill should fail and one reason I believe it should pass.

Fail it because:

- it is cruel to provide health care to millions and then take it away.

- people will die..

- the most vulnerable will be hurt the most.

- I work with special needs adults who rely on Medicaid to be as healthy as they are.

- those of us with health insurance pay more when people are without health insurance in higher prices and -

sicker populations.

It should pass because:

- this cruel bill becoming law will bring us a step closer to single payer health care. People have had enough of
the for profit health care industry and their lobbyists being so much more important than your constituents.

Traci Duffin
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: robert miller quii N

Sent: _ Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:.02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Senate ACA Repeal

The latest iteration of the Senate's attempt to repeal the ACA repeal is as bad as the first, second, third, etc. 1 once wrote regulations
for the Medicare program and I can honestly say | never saw a piece of legislation that was so bad it lacked both a CBO score and a
HCFA/CMS actuarial score as well as opposition from such diverse groups as the AMA and the AARP, and both the for-profit and
not-for-profit health insurance industry. You have to craft an extremely bad bill to acquire that kind of broad and diverse
opposition. Please move on from this fiasco, which will disenfranchise millions of poor Americans, and try something you at least
appear to understand, like the tax code. Iam in my 8th decade as an American and the modern Republican Party bears little
resemblance to the GOP I once knew and respected. Move on gentlemen and stop trying to hurt the country to please your donors. -

Robert Miller
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Wright, Kevin (Fiﬂ?nce)

From: Bill e-mail equuy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Care Proposal

Senate Finance Committee,

| am a 67 year old Vietnam era veteran. | have been fortunate enough to have health care coverage for most of my life.
As a child | was covered by my father's health plan. He was a union member and factory worker at J.I. Case Company. |
enlisted in the Navy after high school and had full coverage for four years. | did not have coverage during my college
years but was fortunate enough to remain healthy during that time and was able to use the student health center for
minor ilinesses. | went to work for John Deere after graduation and had full coverage, at low cost, for my immediate
family. Even child birth and pre-natal care was covered.

Now my wife and | are covered by Medicare and employer subsidized supplemental health care insurance. We are very -
fortunate that life's circumstances have put us in our current situation. Many Americans are not as fortunate as us. They
are victims of their own genetic make up, employment history and circumstances. Contracting illnesses that kept them
from getting health insurance. llinesses that have priced them and their children out of health care markets.

So what, aren't they covered by Medicaid? Yes they are. But with budget cuts states are struggling to keep up with
expanding costs. Now we are presented with a plan that will take money away from some states and give it to others.
Block grants that can be used to pay or not pay for pre-existing conditions. (What do you really think states are going to
do when the money is not enough? Not your problem.) States, like lowa, cannot pay their current costs. lowa has closed
mental health facilities. lowa is cutting benefits to it's state employees. lowa is proposing additional cuts to Medicaid
beneficiaries and has slowed payments to insurance carriers to the point where they are leaving the markets.

Graham-Cassidy does not address the issues | mentioned. It is opposed by medical associations, doctors and insurance
companies. It is opposed by the majority of Americans who want a bi-partisan solution and fix of the Affordable Care
Act. Not repeal and replace by back door deals that only benefit a few.

Thank you for your consideration,
William J. Brown

!e!ar Falls, lowa 50613

Sent from my iPad

45



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dara and Mark Bortman

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: . NO ON GRAHAM-CASSIDY!

No regular order! No CBO score! No protections from lifetime limits or annual limits! No guarantees for basic health
care coverage! No protections against higher premiums for pre-existing conditions! No support from patient advocacy
groups, doctor groups, hospital groups, insurance groups, AARP, AMA, ACA!

"~ Who have you consulted on this "healthcare" bill that is in the healthcare industry and thinks it's a good
idea???

This would once again bring back the days of medical bankruptcy for people who get sick in America!
And once again ensure that women pay more for their healthcare coverage and insurance than men!

No! Kill the Bill!
Thank you,

Dara Bortman
Yardley, PA 19067
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:02 PM
To: - gchcomments '
_ Subject: Statement Submitted by Elissa Malcohn to the Senate Committee on Finan ce

Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

Dear members of the committee,

I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2014. In addition, I have been fulltime caregiver to a multiple sclerosis
patient since 2001. You may or may not be aware that caregiving does not stop for cancer or for cancer
treatment, which in my case included surgery, chemo, radiation, and now endocrine therapy. I have also
worked through both caregiving and cancer treatment and I continue to do so. I continue to pay taxes that help
fund committees such as yours. '

When I was diagnosed, at age 55, I had no other medical conditions and was on no medications. My medical
team was surprised that a woman my age was as healthy as I was. I ate healthy and exercised regularly. My
number one risk factor for getting breast cancer was my age, pure and simple.

I also volunteer at the Citrus Aid Cancer Foundation, which helps to pay bills (including for necessities like
groceries, utilities, and gas) for cancer patients and their families in need here in Citrus County, FL. So many
people are already down to bare bones as it is, and financial toxicity has been shown to kill. A study done by
the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, published last year in the Journal of Clinical Oncology, found
that cancer patients who go bankrupt are nearly 80 percent more likely to die than patients who don’t, and some
cancers had significantly higher mortality rates. A study done by that center in 2013 found that cancer patients,
on average, were about 2.5 times more likely to declare bankruptcy as those without cancer. (Source:
http://www.fredhutch.org/en/news/center-news/2016/01/cancer-bankruptcy-death-study-financial-
toxicity.html) ACA repeal will literally kill people, and its protections help keep my caree and myself

alive. This is true even though we hold private insurance and do not use the exchanges.

The Graham-Cassidy proposal is unacceptable for people living with chronic conditions that require a complex
and demanding care regimen, and who need access to high-quality, specialized care. I urge all U.S. Senators to
oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill because it would roll back protections for people with chronic conditions and
jeopardize their access to affordable, adequate health care coverage.

The Graham-Cassidy bill fails to protect those who need coverage the most and is absolutely unacceptable
because it would:

a. Remove full pre-existing condition protections by allowing insurers to set premiums based on an individuals’
health status. This may put insurance coverage financially out of reach for some people and prevent them from
accessing critical health care. I find it significant that health insurers themselves, including our insurer, Blue
Cross/Blue Shield of Florida, have come out against Graham-Cassidy.

b. Eliminate Medicaid expansion and drastically cut funding for the program by instituting a per capita cap or a
state block grant system, putting coverage of new and innovative treatments at risk. Medicaid provides a critical
source of health care coverage. We must preserve this safety net by retaining expanded eligibility and ensuring
adequate funding for Medicaid. The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities has found that block grant funding
drops significantly over time and is thus a very poor substitute for Medicaid. (Source:
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https://www.cbpp.org/blog/block-grant-funding-falls-significantly-over-time-data-show)

c. Remove protections against annual and lifetime coverage caps, including for the millions of Americans with
employer-sponsored insurance, by making it easier for states to amend Essential Health Benefits

standards. Furthermore, employees across the country would be adversely impacted if even one state amended
those standards: "If just one state withdrew from the Essential Health Benefits requirement, every employer in
the country — regardless of where they're based — would be allowed to adopt that state's requirements. This
means that as soon as single state opted out, employers across the country would be allowed to place annual or
lifetime caps on the Essential Health Benefits that their workers can receive." (Source:

https://www bustle.com/p/the-ahca-can-hurt-you-even-if-you-have-health-care-through-your-employer-55792)

d. Allow states to waive Essential Health Benefits. Eliminating the guarantee of essential health benefit
coverage for individual insurance plans would segment the market into plans for sick people and plans for
healthy people. This would likely drive up the cost of plans that provide more robust benefits needed by people
with chronic conditions.

Think of the long-term consequences of Graham-Cassidy. Millions of people would be driven off insurance
that they cannot afford. Graham-Cassidy is NOT fiscally conservative. It appears to cut costs up front, but it
costs society much more in the long run with emergency care and with people unable to pay for what they need
due to the increased costs of insurance, treatment, and medications. People not currently on publicly funded
programs would be driven onto them. If you look at the total economics of the bill, it appears to save money up
front but it costs much more in the long run. Not only is that not conservative, it flies in the face of all
conservative principles. The bill is profligate and fiscally irresponsible.

While the Senate has considered several similar bills this year, Graham-Cassidy is the worst for people with
pre-existing conditions. Our health care system is far from perfect, but I refuse to believe any changes must
come at the expense of the people who rely most on adequate, affordable health insurance.

| urgé all U.S. Senators to please keep families like mine in mind as you consider this legislation. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Elissa Malcohn

everly Hills, FL 34465-4324
352-746-4573
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) .

From:
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:.03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

NO no no no no no no

| am benefitting from the employer mandate. My very Republican Freedom Caucus member Jim Jordan told me this
goes away, so no on this bill.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Diane *

Sent: Saturday, Sebtember23, 2017 7:02 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: dianekozelka@gmail.com

Subject: Please vote AGAINST Graham-Cassidy bill (ie do NOT repeal Obama Care!)
Importance: High

Sensitivity: : Personal

Dear U.S. Senate Finance Committee members:
Washington, D.C.

I am a U.S. citizen residing in New Mexico for sixteen years. Up until 2007, | was a regular taxpayer working a
full-time job, and not concerned about government health care assistance. Then during 2007, | lost my job due to my
frequent medical leaves, and was unable to find work that accommodated my special needs. | immediately filed for
Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), and was fortunate enough to be approved, and receive monies fairly quickly,
so my bank would not foreclose on my home.

y Now, | am so grateful for all health-related funding that comes to me and my fellow citizens in New Mexico,
from the federal and state levels. As a patient at University of New Mexico Hospitals, | receive Medicaid supplements to
my Medicare health insurance, especially for the cost of my many medications.
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As you probably know, New Mexico is one of the poorest U.S. states, and quite dependent on Obama Care,
Medicaid and Medicare. Without these government-supported health care programs, we would have a much higher
infant mortality, many more schoolchildren with illnesses, many more homebound adults, and in general, our state
would have many more miserably-ill residénts. Also, many peopledwho work for the federal and state agencies that
administer these programs will lose their jobs, creating greater unemployment.

When | turn 65 years old, | will hopefully receive a few very small pensions that will supplement my SSDI
income. | have only two years to wait, until those pensions can add to my SSDI income. The pensions should help me
hire personal helpers, to take care of myself and my home.

Please do NOT allow the Graham-Cassidy bill to be approved by the U.S. Senate this week! Repealing Obama
Care would be the worst thing that could happen to me and my fellow U.S. citizens in New Mexico.
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Wriﬂ ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lorna Mutty

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:01 PM
To: _ gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Comments

Sept. 23, 2017
Dear Senate Finance Committee, Congres's, House:

| oppose passage of the Graham-Cassidy bill. Major hospitals, medical, health and patient groups, experts and
advocates, insurance groups including BC/BS Association and AHIP, governors, and Medicaid directors from all 50 states
oppose this bill because of the damage that it does to patients and caregivers. A majority of the country rejects it as
well. '

You cannot eliminate 4 trillion dollars* from the healthcare sector and expect to insure more people or not affect the
economy. You cannot, in good conscience, allow insurers to add a surcharge at the time a patient receives a devastating
diagnosis or deny vulnerable seniors, children, and veterans care. An insurance plan that caps coverage and doesn't
insure catastrophic loss is not insurance, as it leaves people without treatment or financial options.

The goal should be to improve healthcare, not make-good on a political promise to many people who didn't understand
that Obamacare is the same as ACA or realize that their private employer insurance is afforded valuable protections
under the ACA. The interests of large financial donors should not be paramount to the needs of your constituents who
elected you to represent them.

Shifting Medicaid money to non-expansion states from expansion states that-are caring for new patient populations
seems irresponsible. Mandating that 50 states simultaneously “experiment” with new insurance is a recipe for disaster,
potentially destabilizes markets, and will likely result in job loss within the healthcare sector. Implementing this bill
without a CBO score, an impartial assessment of cost and impact, is incompatible with the term “fiscal responsibility”.

Consider options to reduce costs, not cost-shift, and bolster the preventative care aspects. | urge you to work together
to stabilize the markets and to fix any issues with ACA. Otherwise, we will experience continuous dysfunction when the
next group takes control of Congress. This plan doesn't "stop the march towards single-payer", as many of you desire,
but ensures it when your constituents face personal harm. Retaining Obamacare in Alaska as the means to passage will
further enrage your own constituents in other states.

And, if you do pass it against all advice otherwise, you should not be exempt from the carnage. Own and embrace the
same insurance you impose on others who are less able than you to afford it and who will suffer the consequences of
economic and health decisions for treatment vs. bankruptcy.

Sincerely,

L. Mutty

53



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Carol Cristiani
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:00 PM
To: : gchcomments

My community relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. I work with the pediatric population with mainly chronic conditions who rely on affordable and
excellent healthcare. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal
it.

Sincerely,

Carol Cristiani

Minneapolis, MN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: John K Arnold T

Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy Graham Is Horrible

Medicaid is 25% of most states budgets. It is 3% of the GNP. To pass a bill because the Republicans want to
please their donors and Trump means they are not acting as US Senators but as Trump employees and Lackeys.

Have the hearings. Follow the process. Bring in the experts. The insurance community, the medical community,
AARP and state governors are against Cassidy Graham. Stop listening to Trump and Donors. Act like US

Senators.

John K Arnold
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julie Hoy NN
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 6:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill, because I rely on the affordable health coverage offered by the ACA. Despite
being educated and working very hard, this is the only way I can afford to maintain my health and contribute to
the economy. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you,

~Julie
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Linda Bax.{er_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: A story for you

I was laying in bed last night, and this funny little story popped into my head. I was watching hundreds of
zombies wander across Washington DC, and they eventually came to the Capital. They barged into the Senate
with the police guns blazing. Nothing would stop them as they started forward, their hands outstretched,

moaning. "Brains, brains."

Then the lead zombie grabbed Mitch McConnell and shook him. I knew good old Mealy Mouth would be the
first victim and closed my eyes in horror. But the zombie threw him down, disgusted. After a few other Senators
were grabbed and thrown around, all the zombies left the building. Yeah, you guessed it. No brains here. No
hearts either.

NO on Graham Cassidy
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Patricia Dover GNP
Sent: ‘ Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:50 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote no on Graham-Cassidy

It's important to get MORE people covered with health insurance-- not FEWER!

If we can't have Medicare for all, then we need to keep the Affordable Care Act and fix it, not repeal it.

Patricia Dover

Franklin County, Tennessee



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ann Keeler Evans *

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please vote No on Graham-Cassidy Bill

This shameful bill would create horrible suffering. It is unjust and cruel. | urge everyone with a heart and conscience to
vote no on this heartless, soul-less bill. There is no faith tradition in this world that encourages causing pain and
impoverishment.

| am the half-time minister of a small church in North Central Pennsylvania. | write because my faith demands that
people be cared for and because science has made it possible to do so. Religion and Science are quite compatible and
speak clearly to this issue.

Personally, had | not recently turned 65, when | got sick this spring and spent 5 days in the hospital and 8 in rehab, my
very expensive healthcare would have left me liable for far more than | could have afforded. If | had been worried about
the money and not gone to the hospital, | would have died. Under this bill, that is acceptable. No human is expendable.

Two of my former congregants had a premature infant who before his birth would have exhausted a life time of
healthcare before his official due date. He still has problems and will probably always have. He is the most cheerful little
boy. He deserves life and health. Every child deserves life and health, not simply the ones we know and love. Every
parent deserves to to know that it is not money that will make the difference in whether their child lives or dies.

Several of my congregants have cancer. They deserve care regardless of their work status. People should not be
beggared by their fight for life, nor should they have to worry about money when they are doing everything they can not
to die.

Several of my congregants have progressive diseases that are expensive to treat and to maintain them in the best health
possible. It is unconscionable not to help them when we can, and when by doing so, they remain contributing members
of society and family.

One of my congregant lives with intractable pain from CRPS. She deserves to live pain free. No one should live in pain
when it is possible to alleviate it. And it is well documented that people who live chronic pain that is well managed do
not abuse opioids.

The women in the world deserve the dignity of good medical care for their reproductive health and childbearing. We
have fetishized the birth of children and deny them healthcare and nutrition. It’s shameful.

There are children in my congregation on CHIP. Attention to their health needs makes a huge difference in their ability
to grow into productive adults.

My former husband has injuries and illness that mean he may spend the rest of his life in a nursing home. He was a
musician, lived on the edge so that he could bring art and joy to the world, there is barely care for him now. There would
be no care for him with this bill. Should the man who made Snoopy dance live in his car without the medications to keep
him alive? And if you say no for this man... what American should die like this?

I live in a very poor valley with three-generational poverty after the shut-down of the mines and the factories. These
people deserve insurance and good medical care just as every other American does. This bill is unAmerican and hateful.



I ask that people turn away from the temptation to make money on the bodies of our citizens.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Allison Johnson e

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:49 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Allison Johnson
Dekalb, IL



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: v Emily Leatha Everson Gleichenhaus IR
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

9/23/2017

Dear Senators

I'm an American constituent who has family and friends who would be among the millions of people negatively
affected by the vote you cast if Graham-Cassidy bill comes to a vote.

I would like to know, why is it better option to snatch affordable health care from millions than to fix the ACA?
Do people deserve to die because they can’t afford healthcare?

Do people and their families deserve financial ruin for the misfortune of getting sick in the wrong state? How
can people feel good about moving to draconian healthcare states if they need to for a job? What will they do
then? Just suffer and die if they get cancer and meet a lifetime cap? Anyone can get sick.

There is much evidence that a great number of people who thought they were voting to repeal ObamaCare
didn’t even know that ObamaCare is the same thing as the Affordable Healthcare Act. The majority of
Americans WANT the ACA and its important protections.

Many folks rejected ACA/ObamaCare just because Obabma’s name was attached. But many of those same
people depend on the ACA and its protections (not knowing it is the same thing as ObamaCare) to save their
lives and provide healthcare that they simply could not access otherwise.

And if Graham-Cassidy gets a vote and passes, those people (and millions more, like my sister who has Lyme
disease, like my friend whose daughter has down syndrome, like my father’s friend who got cancer from Agent
Orange in Vietnam) will lose healthcare.

See the baby in that article? Are you comfortable with condemning a sick child to a life of financial deprivation

because it had the misfortune to be born sick?
https://www.forbes.com/sites/judystone/2017/09/18/graham-cassidy-bill-the-last-ditch-gop-effort-to-deprive-

millions-of-healthcare/#763122193b92

Have you watched this woman's video? Does she deserve to die (or face a lifetime of poverty) because she can't

get cancer treatment in the future because of a lifetime
cap:ttps://www.facebook.com/NowThisPolitics/videos/1713309898700493/

ABC News says, “Insurance companies, doctors, patients, hospitals and other patient-provider groups are
rallying together against the Graham-Cassidy plan, saying it could result in millions losing access to affordable
health care and coverage.”

Also, “Groups like the American Medical Association, which represents the nation’s doctors, and the American
Health Insurance Programs, representing big insurers like Anthem and Humana, along with patient advocacy
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groups, including the American Cancer Society, American Heart Association and American Diabetes
Association have joined a growing list of organizations opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill.” And AARP, too!

The article I quoted, here:
http://abecnews.go.com/Politics/doctors-insurance-companies-patient-groups-slam-graham-
cassidy/story?id=50013058

Cassidy said he would only support a bill that passed the Jimmy Kimmel test with the following features:
1.Coverage for all

2.No discrimination based on preexisting conditions

3.Lower premiums for middle class families

4.No lifetime caps

The Graham-Cassidy bill:

1. Will make MILLIONS LOSE coverage

2. ALLOWS DISCRIMINATION BASED ON PREEXISTING CONDITIONS

3. RAISES PREMIUM FOR MILLIONS, especially those who can't afford it

4. ALLOWS insurance companies to put LIFETIME CAPS on those who need insurance the most. For
example, if you have cancer and get it back, your lifetime cap will not cover your second round of cancer
treatment

How could anyone sleep at night allowing this to happen to millions of people? Come on. What has happened
to us as a country?

Why is it worth ruining the lives of millions when you can just FIX the ACA? Go ahead and fix it and take
credit for that. Please. Do that! Be a hero.

Don't ruin lives. Don't give into Trump's bully tactics. Don't take bribes. Don't be bought.
Please. Vote NO if Graham-Cassidy comes to a vote.

Please PLEASE do the right thing.
Be a hero for the history books.
Fix ACA and take credit for it!
Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy.

PS: Just to prove my credibility, I serve my community and come from a family who does the same. My
husband is a West Point graduate (class of 1974) and went on with a 20+ career in the Army. Incidentally, my
husband, his brother (also a West Point graduate), and nephew have a combined service of almost 100 years in
the US Army. I was born in a Red Cross hospital in Germany where my parents were serving in the United
States Army before my father was sent to Vietnam. I personally serve my community every day of the year,
having accumulated thousands of volunteer hours singing to children in their classroom with my Sing Books
with Emily program in Northern Virginia. I am a deeply patriotic American. I serve my community, married a
soldier, and I am the daughter of a Vietnam veteran. I care. I read. I vote. I educate myself. I serve. I care about
my family, my community, and the people who live in it (including the ones who need medical treatment!).

Again,

Please PLEASE do the right thing.
Be a hero for the history books.
Fix ACA and take credit for it!
Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michele’Martin

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:48 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Why really good health insurance is necessary

40 years Ago | was an unable to buy health insurance because of my allergies. Eventually | developed a very serious

form of lupus which made me totally uninsurable.
This is a very serious problem that can make people unable to buy health insurance for the rest of their lives. you would

not want this for you or your family

Let's give people a comprehensive affordable insurance!

Michele Martin
Sent from my iPad



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: khart15 m .
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:48 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Please support and move this bill forward.
LeAnna Hart

Sent on a Sprint Samsung Galaxy S® 5



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Derek Palacio

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:48 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Hearing

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My sister-in-law
works full time, but her employer does not offer any health benefits. As a result, the ACA is her only way to afford
essential healthcare coverage for herself, her husband, and her eight year-old daughter. Before the ACA, her daughter
was on Medicaid, and my sister-in-law went without insurance, praying always that a long-term illness wouldn't put their
financial lives in jeopardy. Now she can afford to cover and provide for her family because of the ACA. I would like to
see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Derek Palacio

Ann Arbor, MI



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelsey Tribble S
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Don't repeal ACA

Hello,

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, 1 opposé the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Kelsey Tribble

Bellingham, WA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kim Wheetley (I TERNINGN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:49 PM
gchcomments
Reject Graham-Cassidy. Protect our healthcare.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for thé highly-
profitable medical device indus"[ry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Kim Wheetley

G

I

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37415



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: 1an Cohen el

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:40 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments Regarding Graham Cassidy Bill

To Whom It May Concern:

The Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill is a pile of sh*t that will destroy access to healthcare for millions of poor,
disabled, sick, elderly and otherwise uninsurable individuals, all the while enabling for-profit insurance
executives and shareholders to get richer. On top of that, GC ends the employer mandate, which will likely ruin
healthcare for millions of working class Americans.

This is not a healthcare bill, this is a bill designed to destroy the poor and middle class. Any bill passed by
congress should include price caps on premiums, deductibles and out of pocket expenses. Waivers for States to
make their regulations less stringent is a joke. Healthcare is a universal right, thus it should not be delegated to
the states. We are one nation, not 50 fiefdoms.

As a parent of a child who suffers from intractable epilepsy, I have first-hand experience in dealing with
doctors, labs, pharmacists and insurance companies. Our system is convoluted, inefficient and wasteful. It's time

for Medicare for all.
Sincerely,

Ian Cohen, MS

Phon g
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dede

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose Graham Cassidy Health Care Bill

| am in strong opposition to the Graham Cassidy Health Care Bill. Please do not allow this bill to pass.

Diane Carroll

Registered voter

26



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: brazerku ‘

Sent: , Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:41 PM
To: gchcomments =~

Subject: Why everyone needs healthcare

On a lovely summer day 3 years ago, | was en route to lunch date in NYC at Bryant Park. | live on the west side of
Manhattan, and had to cross Times Square to get where | was going. Because we live in a distracted world, and
everyone has their nose in a smart phone, as | stepped off a curb, a texting tourist knocked into me, causing me to fall
down and break my ankle. The man kept walking, never looked back, and | spent 9 weeks non weight bearing, at home,
out of work, due to my injury.

My insurance covered the trip to the nasty ER, where | was misdiagnosed with a sprain, and sent home. After a few days
the bruising and swelling had intensified and | needed another trip for treatment, bu this time decided to see a
podiatrist. The total cost of this mishap was $12,000, which is a sham in its own right.

We live in dangerous and unpredictable times. People get injured, become sick, through no fault of their own. To

deprive everyone in this country, except for our government officials, of affordable health care is a travesty. It's cruel.
That is not governance. It is punishment for nothing but being an average citizen. '

v d L

mv
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Gary Rhoades oGNP

Sent: Saturday, September 23,2017 741 PM
. To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham Cassidy

Dear Senators,

My comments about Graham-Cassidy are simple.

No.

No to cynical D.C. politics of trying to get a party win at the country's expense.

No to an unscored by CBO proposal.

No to rushing through with no hearings and against all expert opinion, of health care professionals, insurers, and
consumers.

The process, like the outcome, is awful.

Return to regular order.

Stop serving your donors and start serving US and our health care needs.

Yours
Gary Rhoades

ucson, AZ 85721

R
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cedar Mathers-Winn S

Sent: Saturday, Septemb‘er 23,2017 7:42 PM
To: _ gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill

To whom it may concern,

[ rely on affordable, quality healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As a graduate
_student in Montana, I can only afford healthcare because of the ACA. If the Graham-Cassidy bill were to pass, I
‘would likely not be able to afford healthcare with my current salary, and would probably have to go without.

This is completely undesirable, and actually quite frightening. Rather, I would like to see a bipartisan

Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Cedar Mathers-Winn
Missoula, MT
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elisabeth Owens i

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:42 PM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My husband and I are against this horrible bill that will hurt so many Americans. VOTE NO
Elisabeth and Ken Owens

Belleville, Wi. 53508
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

" -
From: 4 Emily Filc ol N
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017. 1:43,554*
To: gchcomments o
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill
To Whom It May Concern,

[ am a graduate student in Ohio. I take a full load of classes, am unemployed, and live off of financial aid. It
means that I don't have many options when it comes to health care but I was happy that I was able to qualify for
Medicaid thanks to the expansion. '

The insurance offered through the school is expensive and barely covers anything but with Medicaid, I don't see
a bill.

For the first year I was here, I just used my Medicaid to see my psychiatrist and pick up medication that could
cost anywhere between $50-$150 per month depending on the manufacturer. As a student, that's not affordable
but this medication makes it possible for me to stay in school, focus on my studies, and try to improve my life.

This last year I noticed a strange mole. Skin cancer runs in my family and I had lived in West Africa for a time
where I had worked as Peace Corps volunteer, so naturally, I was worried.

I went to my primary doctor who practically shoved the referral in my hand. Cost: $0.
I went to the dermatologist who found a small cancerous mole and removed it right there in the office. Cost: $0.

Because I had Medicaid, I didn't have to choose between buying food or my textbooks or getting a cancerous
mole removed. I was able to find it early and deal with it became more serious. When I had the flu, Medicaid
picked up the tab to help my swollen tonsils so I could breathe. When I had a serious kidney infection, a $7,000
ER bill was just dealt with. That's literally half a year of financial aid for living expenses for me. '

You must be thinking that in the grand scheme of things, I'm fortunate. It's true, I am fortunate. A small mole
and a costly monthly medication is just a drop in the bucket compared to what most Americans face.

It's unacceptable that in a country as rich as ours that so many Americans simply can't afford a chance at
surviving things like cancer, heart attacks, strokes, injuries from car accidents, and a myriad of other conditions

and situations.

When you are diagnosed with cancer you shouldn't have to think about what the insurance will cover, if they'll
try to get out of paying on some technicality, if you'll get a surprise medical bill. You shouldn't have to remind
the doctor not to do anything the insurance company wouldn't cover.

Health care isn't a luxury. Being healthy is not something that only the rich should be able to afford.

Now, this is where people cry that they shouldn't have to pay for services they don't use. Should you have to pay
for someone else's breast cancer they get in their 40's? Should you have to pay for a child to get heart surgery to
repair a birth defect?
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Yes, you have to.

That's part of living in a civilized society we all benefit from. You pay taxes (to those who pay taxes at all...) to
pay for school you or your children don't attend, you pay to build and maintain roads you most likely will never
drive on. You pay for police and fire services other people use. You pay to maintain infrastructure you may
never use.

And guess what, you pay for Medicaid and Medicare. And I'm guessing you also most likely forked over some
money for someone's GoFundMe fundraiser because someone wasn't able to afford a medical bill.

So instead of funding a million Gofundme fundraisers, we have a chance to be able to solve the root of the
problem. You'll be able to ensure terrified parents don't have to ask strangers for money to be able to afford a
child's medical treatment. You'll be able to make it possible for someone who is unemployed to go to the
emergency room to treat a serious kidney infection without having to worry about bankruptcy.

There is literally no moral justification for the Graham-Cassidy bill. There is nothing other than pure evil greed
that would ever justify someone voting for it. Voting for this bill will communicate loud and clear to Americans

that you're more interested in your bank account balance than their lives.

And if that's the case, it's time for you to get out of office right now, right this very second, because you're not
working in the public interest. Get up, put on your hat and coat, walk out or we will toss you out at the next
election.

We're not going to settle for anything less than universal health care for every single citizen at this point.

Thank you for your time.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tina Rosel!e_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ' Opposition to Graham-Cassidy

“To Whom it May Concern:

We all need quality, affordable healthcare. This should be a given for every person in the
richest country in the world. We all should have access to affordable prenatal care. We all
deserve to have affordable coverage even if we have pre-existing conditions. We all need to
be able to access the emergency room without fear of bankruptcy. None of this should
depend on which state we live in. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would
like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Christina Stephens
~ Ann Arbor, Michigan
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
o o
From: Leah RowlanC_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:45 PM
To: ~ gchcomments
Subject: v Graham Cassidy

As a pediatrician in Virginia , | urge you to oppose the health care proposal from Senators Lindsey Graham and Bill
Cassidy. '

Medicaid covers children from low-income families and children with special health care needs. Nearly 500,000 children
are on Medicaid from Virginia. Any legislation that jeopardizes Medicaid fails children.

Through Medicaid, children are guaranteed benefits that cover a comprehensive array of medically necessary services,
including developmental, vision and hearing screenings. Pediatricians recommend these services because they help
diagnose, treat and prevent complex conditions right away, saving money and lives. Capping Medicaid funding means

- these services could be rolled back or eliminated altogether.

The bill would eliminate Medicaid expansion, which has extended coverage to 11 million low-income adults, including
many parents. Having reliable access to comprehensive health care means parents can better care for themselves and
their families. :

Any bill that would leave more families uninsured, or without insurance they can afford or that meets their basic needs,
is unacceptable.

Right now, 95% of children in the United States have health care coverage. | urge you to reject any policies or legislation
that would tear down this historic progress. ‘

Please preserve the ACA's consumer protections so many children benefit from in public and private coverage, like
guaranteeing affordable and comprehensive coverage for children with pre-existing conditions, and banning caps on
lifetime coverage so insurance works for those who need it most.

| urge you to oppose the Graham-Cassidy proposal that would leave families and children worse off. | also urge you to
pursue a bipartisan, transparent process for any improvements to current law that would close gaps in coverage for
children and families.

Lives depend on this. Children's lives. Don't claim to be pro American or prolife (or Christian for many of you) and then
turn around and support something that WILL KILL AMERICANS-- a bill that every major doctors/hospital/patient
advocacy organization opposes (try getting all these people to agree on anything- it's not easy). Make the ACA better--
don't give the most vulnerable a death sentence.

Leah Rowland MD
Virginia Beach 23451
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathleen Sweet <o

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy bill
Please stop this awful bill from being passed. It is an abomination that will throw millions of people off of insurance, will
NOT protect people with pre-existing conditions, and the funds saved will go to folks who do not need more tax breaks.

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Amy ConleyesmumuiiiE>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:46 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health insurance reform

Honorable members of the Senate Finance Committee:
I am sharing with you my healthcare story as you hold hearings to consider the Graham-Cassidy repeal bill.

I am an entrepreneur - musician, music teacher, and actor, self-employed and employed part-time without the option of
employer-provided benefits since 2006. | am doing the work that | have been trained to do, and that | absolutely love, that
serves the community at large. Before the ACA, | was considered "high risk" because | had a diagnosis of allergy-induced
asthma, and despite the fact that | had never had any kind of urgent event around asthma, | was still considered "high
risk". Because Virginia required insurance companies to offer policies to all even if high risk, | was able to get a policy, a
very expensive policy. When | was able to buy a lower priced policy through the ACA, | was thrilled!

Then, in 2014, | was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis, a devastating diagnosis for someone in my profession. But | had
the guarantee of insurance, and it was affordable. As a result of the treatments for RA, | have developed other conditions
that would put me in the high risk category. In all, including asthma, | have 4 conditions that would put me in the "high risk"
category. | have thanked God every day for the ACA, not only for a more affordable policy, but for the other provisions that
have been put in place through the ACA. In 2015, | met my out-of-pocket maximum by August, making the rest of the
year's healthcare basically free. This would not have happened prior to the ACA. Although my policy now costs 27% more
this year than last, it is still far more affordable than what | heard other people were paying just for having diabetes prior to
the ACA.

| am now 51 years old, therefore subject to the "age tax" that was eliminated with the ACA. Should | lose the protections
provided by the ACA, | fear | will either lose my career or lose my home, or both, and possibly my life when | am unable to
afford health care.

| urge you to carefully consider the long-term effects of your decisions. This new repeal plan may provide more money to
Virginia in the near future, it takes that money away as time goes on. This is not a solution. | urge you to consider a bi-
partisan effort to fix the problems with the Affordable Care Act to ensure that we all have access to Affordable Care rather
than gutting the entire system that is working, despite the rumors being spread by the current administration.

Thank you for your attention.

Amy Conley

Alexandria, VA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) —
From: - |

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:47 PM
To: ' gchcomments

My son relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. He was
diagnoised with Type 1 Diabetes at the age of 8. He has to inject himself at least 6 times a day, just to stay
alive. This was not his fault, and it sucks. He works, but has not been able to get a full time position that offers
benefits. ... [ would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Alison Bowie
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: rRee i~

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:47 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Laird, Kathleen (BaIdwm) Rlley Sean (RonJohnson)
Subject: Graham/Cassidy ACA Repeal Bill

Good afternoon,

| am writing in regards to the Graham-Cassidy ACA Repeal bill. | am a registered voter in
the state of Wisconsin. | have serious doubts about this bill and do not feel it is in the best
interest of the people of this nation to repeal the ACA and replace it with this monstrosity.

This bill has the potential to remove healthcare coverage for an estimated 32 million
people and to end Medicaid expansion affecting 11 million low-income adults. It will also -
end protections on pre-existing conditions, lifetime caps and essential benefits. It will not
provide funding for recessions, natural disasters, public health emergencies or price
spikes and could cause premiums to rise by upwards of 20% in the next year alone. It will
also target women's healthcare and family planning, thereby removing women's ability to
determine if, and when, they become mothers, restrict women's life choices on their own
healthcare, and reduce funding for women's healthcare issues. (Centers for Budget and
Policy, CBO prior estimates).

| truly support the ACA/health insurance program. Many of us are not able to secure
insurance due to pre-existing conditions or lack of coverage through employers. | am
asking that you support this beneficial program that the majority of Americans want, and
need. We should not have to file bankruptcy, lose our homes and livelihoods over medical
issues. This is morally wrong. We are supposed to be the shining beacon for the free
world, yet we are the least free in the area of healthcare.

| have personally benefited from the ACA. | became sick in spring 2016 and uitimately had
to leave my job as | couldn't function on a daily basis. When | left my position, my husband
“had a good job with insurance, and | was able to start seeking out care and providers to
figure out what was wrong. However, he was laid off a few months later and we were
without insurance. For a while we were able to get help from the state, a few months
anyway. Once my husband was able to at least obtain unemployment, we made too much
for state healthcare and were referred to the exchange. | was terrified after hearing all the
“horror stories”. But our experience was nothing like the stories spread online. We had
people willing and able to help us with the process; we obtained a mid-level plan that
would cover my medications and many of the providers | was seeing; and fmally, we could
afford the monthly amount without going broke.

Six months after | first got sick, no one knew what was wrong and they still don't. The best
answer | can get, is something is wrong with my bone marrow and how it is producing my
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red blood cells. My platelet levels begin to rise and my blood starts to clot up; | have minor
spots of damage in my brain due to the small vessel disease (smallest veins were killed
off by blood too thick to move) and my blood isn't picking up and carrying iron and oxygen
correctly. '

But | am receiving treatment and able to work at least part-time. Without the ACA, | won't
have insurance and be able to work even the 25/hours a week | now manage. My quality
of life will quickly go downhill with the expensive medications | take on a daily basis just to
function. | don't want to be a burden on anyone, | want to work as much as | can. | have
an education, an MBA with honors, I'm an ex-Federal employee and | never thought my
life would end up here, but it did. | fight every day to be the best | can be, don't take that

from me.

Healthcare is not a game to be played by political parties, it is serious, even life or death,
for some of us. What if it was your mother/father, daughter/son, spouse or any other family
member — would you rather see them healthy or sick and possibly dying because of this
bill going into effect. | am asking that you do what is right, allow us to keep our healthcare
coverage, and improve the ACA rather than dismantling it.

Sincerely,

Zena M. Blom

S
o
]
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shawn Troxm

Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:40 PM
gchcomments
Healthcare: Protect. Graham-Cassidy: Reject

Finance Committee,

Qoops! Someone forgot about us millions of retired folks.

Most of us have not just one, but several preexisting conditions.

We cannot afford to pay extra for those conditions. We are on limited budgets.
Did someone forget? Or do Republicans just not care?

We will not pay extra when the wealthy and corporations get huge tax breaks.

Heck! Give us a breakl!

" The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

I urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy dorporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Shawn Troxell

New Braunfels, Texas 78130
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom SunI.ake-

Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:40 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare, oppose Graham-Cassidy

Finance Committee,

Graham-Cassidy, the most recent version of "Trumpcare," would kick 32 million people off of
healthcare, devastating working families and rolling back the progress that has been made in
protecting so many Americans. Also, egregiously hidden in this bill is a $20 billion tax break
for the highly-profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed
offshore on which it has not paid anything in U.S. taxes. '

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is a
complete outrage and embarrassment given the

life-or-death matters at stake.

| strongly urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham—Cassidy and

instead to protect the healthcare of millions of Americans including my family and myself.

Its also imperative that wealthy corporations pay their fair share in taxes. When they do, we'll
be able to invest in our country's future, including healthcare for working families. Opposing

Graham-Cassidy is the ethical, compassionate course of action. Please take it. Thank you.

Tom Sunlake

e ]

Bloomington, Indiana 47408
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Chris Garrett
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:30 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments on the Graham Cassidy bill

Dear Committee,

I have been a hard working adult all the way up to the point I became disabled with functional neurologic
disorder. My children and Wife have pre-existing conditions as well. I ask you out of respect to look at this bill
and ask does it guarantee that people, like my family and myself , will be covered without question and without
unbelievable cost to them. The law you are trying to repeal unequivocally guarantees that we will always be
able to get care at a reasonable price. I know the ACA has issues. I know that as a group of intelligent and good
hearted individuals that became Senator 's can fix the ACA instead of repealing it. Please use your abilities to
fix the ACA. Please do not repeal a law that protects my family and myself. Thank you for your service to our
country. Thank you for listening to my comments. May God bless you all.

Chris Garrett
Lynchburg, VA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elva Morris
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:30 PM
To: gchcomments

- Subject: Graham-Cassidy Unconstitutional

"The funding formula for the block grants to states that form the bill’s core is unconstitutional.

in 2012 the Supreme Court ruled states were free to decline Obamacare’s funding for expanded Medicaid
without jeopardizing funding for the original Medicaid program.

Under Graham-Cassidy states that accepted Medicaid expansion funding under Obamacare would lose, while
states that refused such funding would gain. The bill imposes a retroactive penalty on states that accepted
Medicaid expansion funding. A state that was told in 2014 that Medicaid expansion would cost them tens of
millions of dollars in 2020 and thereafter might well have made a different choice.

Congress is under no constitutional obligation to provide any further health insurance funding for states. But
that argument overlooks the fundamental logic of the limits on congressional power under the Spending Clause.
Congress is never under any constitutional obligation to spend money in any particular way. But when Congress
does spend money via the states, there are limits on how it may do so. The requirement that Congress state any
conditions on federal funding is a fundamental principle of American federalism. It protects states’ sovereign
prerogatives. It enables states to make informed judgments about the consequences of accepting federal funds.

Graham-Cassidy violates a basic constitutional protection for state sovereignty." TakeCare

Sent from my iPhone
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From: ss

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Graham-Cassidy Bill

To whom it may concern:
[ am vehemently opposed to the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill. This bill takes away a safety net that is more

important to the safety and security of this country than a wall—or the private jets used by administration
officials. I ask all Senators to put country before their own financial interests and vote No.

Thank you,

PWalts
Virginia
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ]

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:32 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Against Graham Cassidy Health Care Bill

| AM STRONGLY AGAINST GRAHAM CASSIDY HEALTHCARE BILL.
DO NOT PASS! IT IS A TERRIBLE BILL!

Thank you,

Lori Carroll
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deborah Joyce ouil

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:32 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: #GrahamCassidy

| am third generation American born on my mother's side, my ancestors came for Sicily in 1914. They had nothing, no
money, education or language but they came, worked and raised their kids to do ten time better than their parents

did. They would not be welcome here now. '

This healthcare thing is a travesty and an insult to all those who came here and helped make this country successful. We
deserve better than what you want for us. One day we will prevail against this horrendous regime and we will see that not
one American is left out of the right to have comprehensive healthcare. | consider it an honor to help my fellow Americans
who are less fortunate, and | am sick at heart and angry you are choosing to let people go without proper healthcare. You
can not pull the wool over our eyes, we see clearly what you are doing. This is not the United States | have come to know.
Cordially

D. B. Joyce

22153
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: susan Willm Sl

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:32 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

Please do not allow the current Cassidy-Graham healthcare proposal to pass this week.
Please work toward a more equitable and fuller coverage for everyone, including those with pre-existing conditions.

I have been fortunate to have healthcare through my employers prior to retiring, and Medicare for the same plan after
my retirement, but | feel very privileged to have had the peace of mind having reliable healthcare provides.

I have had several friends who gratefully acquired health care through the Affordable Care Act—they were in school, or
between jobs, or like many of my friends who are artists and musicians for whom healthcare is rarely provided unless
employed by an organization such as a symphony.

My then-32-year-old son needed hospitalization and extensive medical services about seven years ago and he
fortunately lived in Massachusetts where he was eligible for coverage similar to the ACA in the state of Massachusetts.

Thank your for your consideration, and your vote against the deadly CasSidy-Graham healthcare proposal.

Sincerely,
Susan Willm
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deb e
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:33 PM
To: ' gchcomments

Subject: ACA repeal attempt

My brother and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare and because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

My brother was born a healthy baby and then at nine months he contracted spinal meningitis which left him brain
damaged, paralyzed on one side and epileptic. He regained some movement but has remained epileptic and brain
damaged and unable to care for himself. Two years ago he needed an operation on his hip, which fortunately was paid
for by medicaid and his other benefits. This operation left him with further disabilities and now he'is in a host home.
My parents are both dead and it really is only he and I in our family. If he did not receive these benefits | don’t know
how he could survive. | have to work to earn my living which covers my independent health care that costs me $750.00
a month for very few benefits and it is going to go up very soon. | also have some pre-existing conditions which could
preclude me from getting any insurance at all. If my brother lost his benefits and | couldn’t get health insurance 1 don’t
know what we would do.

This bill seems completely heartless to me. The Senators and Representatives have lifetime health insurance so perhaps
they don’t realize that they aren’t facing the same challenges that most of the rest of us are facing with fear in our

hearts for what is coming. Please act with compassion for the people of the United States not for political reasons.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not just simply repeal and replace it with
something that takes away too much from too many.

Sincerely,
Debra Bond

Louisville, Colorado
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

L e
From: : Leah F Marcus NN
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:33 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ‘Graham-Cassidy

I am an American and a mother writing to beg you to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill, (the newest version of
Trumpcare), which would remove the healthcare of 32 million people.

This bill would completely devastate working families and roll back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many
Americans. I've recently learned that this bill also contains a $20 billion tax break for the medical device industry, which
already has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which it has not paid any U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees, received dozens of hearings and
169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an utter embarrassment and an outrage, given the life and death
matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee, in the strongest possible terms, to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. (For what it's worth, It’s also time that wealthy corporations pay their

fair share in taxes. When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including healthcare for working
families.)

In closing, | would prefer to see a bipartisan solution to any issues remaining in the Affordable Care Act, not this cruel
last-ditch-attempt at a political win.

Thank you,

Leah Marcus

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

I
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Jim s

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:34 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA repeal

If ever a time in this country existed that is more critical to the wellbeing of the citizens of our nation that time is here!
The simple fact that the approval of congress is even lower then for the current bill speaks volumes! The congress must
somehow rise above the low ground that they have chosen to occupy. Your yes vote will unleash a blood bath of current
members loosing seats in the mid term! You will be the people that took healthcare from millions to reward the rich
with tax breaks they don't need!

Vote no on Graham Cassidy! Stand up and be part of history instead of the partisan politics practiced daily in congress

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) ) | A

From: Merilee Murray

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:35 PM |
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Don't Kill Me

So you know what would be really fun if GrahamCassidy Zombie Trumpcare passes? Active

participation. You can unplug sick babies in the NICU, push the aged out of Medicaid subsidized nursing
homes and dump them in the street. You can laugh at people who can no longer afford medicine for diabetes
(veah, the amputations go up, but, they're poor so where were they going to go anyway), cholesterol (most heart
attacks are fatal, so that's a win), no immunosuppressants after organ transplants (but let's be real, they wouldn't
get the transplants in the first place). You can turn pregnant women in labor away from the hospital, deny
medical care to newborns, and yank the chemo ports out of cancer patients.

But you know what the real cherry on the top will be? Funerals (and bankruptcies). You can drop in and
sanctimoniously revel in money saved and government lessened. All those dead Americans are a small price to
pay for your stellar "win". Isn't killing the most fun ever? You really know how to put the 'M' back in

murder. Have fun celebrating. You've out-Dextered Dexter.

I've had a dissected carotid artery and stroke. I have vitreous detachment of the retina in both eyes. I've had a
stroke in my left eye. I've sustained a back injury. I've just been diagnosed with bleeding stomach ulcers. I'm
so frantic about losing healthcare that I can barely breathe. I'm 63. I have preexisting conditions. I've worked
since 1970. I was a United Commercial Food Worker for 16 years. I taught school for 15 years. I paid my
taxes. I've never even had a moving violation. I'm begging you. Please don't kill me. Please don't kill

me. Please don't kill me.

Merilee Murray
Holladay, Utah
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nikki Wojtalik « N>
Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:36 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare! Reject Graham-Cassidy!!

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits_ stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Nikki Wojtalik

G

Parkville, Maryland 21234
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bret Hoag oSNNI -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:36 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: please don't pass this bill.

The Graham-Cassidy will harm millions of people, and it will not even have the benefit of a Congressional Budget
Office analysis. Passing this bill would be cruel and irresponsible.

Sincerely,
Bret

(1 say this as someone who has healthcare and consider myself a lucky dude)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Stephen Sarazin SRR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:39 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
it would severely destabilize health care for millions of Americans. | see no actual purpose this legislation would serve,
other than funding tax cuts for wealthy people who don't need them.

The ultimate result of this proposal would seem to be -Avoidable deaths of thousands.
-Millions losing health coverage.
-Hundreds of thousands suffering serious harm.

and then
-Democratic majorities in the House and Senate pass a bill fully nationalizing our health care system.

-Socialist President signs this bill.

While the end of this story is agreeable to me, | don't find the deaths of thousands an acceptable price to pay.

Sincerely,
Stephen Sarazin

Stephen Sarazin

=
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

To whom it may concern,

Shannon Johnson i

Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:39 PM
gchcomments
Opposing Graham-Cassidy Bill

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. As a younger person‘ diagndsed with an auto-immune disorder, I could
end up with tens of thousands of medical bills if denied insurance for my pre-existing condition. My partner,
who is self employed, would not be able to purchase affordable health insurance without the ACA.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to continue the work that has begun with the ACA to
support vulnerable communities and ensure the right of every citizen to access affordable, quality healthcare. I
do not want to see the ACA repealed.

Sincerely,
Shannon Johnson

Portland, Oregon

Shannon Johnson
Teaching Artist

31



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: D Sinha N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:28 PM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: No on G-C health bill!

Simply put, | refuse to let a state politician in TX or AL to decide how to spend my Fed Tax dollars.
I did not vote in TX. If they want to spend money on something, let them use their own state taxes.
Best,

Debashish Sinha
Menlo Park, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lori Webster o NG
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy

Dear Senate Finance Committee:
| am a registered Republican living in Altadena, CA.

This country needs so many things. Let's start with the basics:

We need bipartisanship.

We need a CBO score.

We need health care for women, children, and outreach for addicts. Instead of providing this country with
protections, instead of investing in our present and future, the Graham-Cassidy Bill offers us chaos. The price
is too high. Please, please, please reject this. :

In appreciation,

Lori A. Webster

Altadena, CA 91001
626-797-1135
http://www.shopathoopla.com
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marcia McKenzicog i GG
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: : Thoughts on the Graham-Cassidy proposed bill

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a current member of a health insurance plan acquired through the ACA Marketplace, and I am very
concerned about the proposed Graham-Cassidy bill. It offers even less security and coverage than the failed
Senate bill, and much less coverage than the current ACA program.

I am well aware that there are significant problems with the ACA, and I would like to see those problems
addressed and fixed. But, as low-income self-employed senior with some pre-existing conditions, I have been
able, through the ACA, to find affordable insurance plan options that provide good coverage.

The proposed bill would provide no or worse coverage for those that need it most - the elderly and the

sick. And at a much higher cost. Perhaps it would lower costs for young healthy people, but we need fo think

about all Americans. The healthy citizens of today could be the sick Americans of tomorrow. I am more than

willing to have my health insurance dollars going to someone who is much sicker than I am because I might be
the one needing that help tomorrow. That’s what a compassionate society does - takes care of everyone. At the

* very least, that’s what insurance does - those who never need home owner insurance pool their money to pay for

those that do end up needing it.

Sending money to the individual states to do with it as they see fit is not an answer. It would result in very lop-
sided coverage, with some states doing a better job or being more generous than others. And allowing states to
decide what qualifies as “essential health benefits” banned from caps on annual or lifetime coverage could be
devastating for anyone with a serious health issue or involved in a serious accident living in any state that would
opt to define those benefits narrowly. Cost and quality of health insurance coverage shouldn’t depend on where
you live. Whether or how pre-existing conditions are covered shouldn’t depend on where you live.

We need a federal plan with federal rules and mandates so all Americans have the same opportunities for
coverage. Everyone needs to be required to contribute to the health insurance pool. And the elderly, many of
whom are on a limited budget, should not have to pay up to 5 times as much for coverage than others.

This bill, along with the other GOP proposals presented this year, are an obvious attempt to weaken the ACA by
creating instability in the health insurance marketplace, causing more and more companies to withdraw. If
fewer and fewer Americans can afford insurance under the ACA, the claim will be made that it doesn’t work.

I would like to think we can do better in America, putting politics aside and doing what’s right for all

Americans. Let’s work on fixing the ACA, not trying to weaken it to gain political points. What a novel and
noble idea! That’s how we make America great! :

If this bill passes, there will be those who pat themselves on the back for "getting the job done." But at what
cost to their fellow-Americans?
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joni Bennett

Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:24 PM

gchcomments

Please preserve access to healthcare; reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

There are no "good old days" for health care before the ACA. Tens of millions of men, women
and children lacked access to health care because they could not afford health insurance or

the policies they could afford did not cover the care they needed.

"Charity care" strained hospital emergency rooms. State high risk pools for people with pre-

existing conditions offered limited coverage at very high cost. Untreated iliness, lost

productivity and medical bill-induced bankruptcies burdened society as well as individuals.

The bill before you, Graham-Cassidy, would move the country backward, eliminate coverage
for tens of millions of Americans and enable insurers to charge astronomically higher

premiums for older Americans and those with pre-existing conditions.

The bill would benefit one group - the highly-profitable medical device industry. With $230
billion in profits stashed offshore, on which it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes, the industry

would receive another $20 billion tax break.

This proposed tax break is just one source of funding that could be used to help make health

care available and affordable to all Americans.

Please understand the life and death impact of the bill you are considering. Good legislation
takes more time and thought than you have had for this bill and all the other repeal-and- '

replace bills added together.

The bill you are seeking to repeal, the Affordable Care Act, during 2009 was scrutinized by
three different Senate committees, discussed in dozens of hearings and given 169 hours of

consideration.
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| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy. Please work
with your colleagues to improve the ACA, address its limitations, and extend affordable health

care to even more Americans.
Thank you for your work on behalf of our country.

Joni Bennett

S
S

Edina, Minnesota 55416
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: dhaval patel

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators

I am an ICU physician from Georgia. I deal with people who have poor access to healthcare on a daily basis and
everyday run into people who could have led better lives or not died an early death only if they had better
access to healthcare. This bill will take away healthcare from 1.2 million Georgians. People will live more
sicker lives and die sicker. I implore you that in good conscious you vote no on this bill. My patients need you
and their access to healthcare.

Thank you.
Dhaval Patel, MD
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Jordan Vachon «yil NNy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Statement for Graham-Cassidy Record

My dearest representatives,

If you think for one moment that you'll be re-elected after supporting this bill, you are sorely mistaken fools.
Don't be fools. Be smart. Get re-elected. Don't kill people. Get rid of this God-awful bill.

Thanks for (hopefully) not endangering the well-being of millions!

Sincerely,
Jordan
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: P Hutchison i NENEND®

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:25 PM -
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

| strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy measure. It would make health coverage unaffordable for millions of Americans
and put Medicaid back on the chopping block.
Please work together to come up with a viable option that will benefit ALL Americans.

Thank you,

P Hutchison
Athens, Oh

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alexandra Alznauer <y NS -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:21 PM
To: gchcomments ) ‘
Subject: Graham Cassidy Would Result in My Death and Uninsurability of My Spouse

[ have Systemic Lupus Erythematous, Sjogren's Syndrome (both autoimmune diseases), Raynaud's
Phenomenon, asthma, allergies, MTBI (Mild Traumatic Brain Injury), Complex PTSD, and Bipolar Disorder I.
I am also a survivor of the earliest type of breast disease, Ductal Carcinoma In Situ (less than Stage 1 breast
cancer) and have had two lumpectomies and a punch biopsy.

From what I have read I have estimated I would pay an insurance premium surcharge between $80,000 and
$100,000+ annually under Graham Cassidy. That is simply not possible for anyone in America except for multi-
millionaires or billionaires.

If Graham Cassidy passes people like me will die. I may die as I have had problems with my kidneys due to
Lupus. It is estimated 42,000 more people will die annually under Graham Cassidy.

My spouse (who would probably become my widow under Graham Cassidy) would be uninsurable due to more
minor pre-existing conditions which would render health insurance completely unaffordable. My spouse would
be forced to close my spouse's business, sell our condo and move to a small town in order to be able to afford to

pay health care providers directly.

Not only will Graham Cassidy destroy the lives of good, hard-working, tax-paying Americans. It will also result
in a tremendous loss of jobs and destabilize insurance markets while destroying the healthcare sector, a major
part of the American economy.

For that reason I oppose it.

Patricia A. Alznauer

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: jp.com

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:26 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: Graham/Cassidy "health care" bill

Sirs.

This bill will decimate Medicaid expansion. It will HURT the poor and seniors.

This bill will NOT guarantee that people with pre-existing conditions keep their coverage.
This bill will knock 22 million people off the ACA. They will lose their health care coverage.

This bill will be the BIGGEST TRANSFER OF FEDERAL MEDICAL DOLLARS TO THE STATES IN US HISTORY! IT WILL
LEAVE DISCRETION OF HOW IT IS TO BE SPENT TO THE STATES. A TREASURED GOP AIM.

And, finally, this bill will ALLOW THE STATES TO PROVIDE TAX CUTS TO THE TUNE OF BILLIONS TO THE
WEALTHIEST AMERICANS. It will stop the cry of the DEEP Pocketed GOP DONORS WHO ARE SCREAMING FOR THEIR
TAX CUT. BUT WILL CONSEQUENTIALLY KILL THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS. That is simply the truth.

McConnell, Ryan, and Trump have forced people like me and tens of millions of Americans to read the fine print. We know more
about their bill, like JIMMY KIMMEL, than they do. It is a heartless, greedy, devastating piece of partisan legislation. Not to mention
that the states don't have the infrastructure to implement it.

Tell those heartless ideologues in the GOP that they swore to "PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE" not the CORPORATE
WELFARE.

Joel Polis, Venice Beach, CA

Joel Polis
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Fran Salisbury DR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:26 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: NO Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Jjohnson proposal; instead: bipartisan congressional effort

to improve the ACA

As a retired school teacher, I expect you to work together with integrity and compassion for a bi-partisan
solution that best serves all of your constituents.

Many in my family and I have pre-existing conditions with ongoing diseases including cancers, debilitating
autoimmune diseases, diabetes, and heart conditions. Our lives depend on our affordable health care with
patient protections. Do not endanger us by removing the PP and ACA.

Do your job in protecting the general welfare of Americans.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Fran Salisbury

e AARP

e Adult Congenital Heart Association

o Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association
» ALS Association

e Alzheimer's Association and Alzheimer's Impact Movement
e America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP)

e American Academy of Family Physicians

e American Academy of Pediatrics

e American Association for Addition Medicine

e American Cancer Society

e American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

e American College fo Preventive Medicine

¢ American College of Emergency Physicians

e American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
e American College of Physicians

e American College of Preventive Medicine

e American Diabetes Association

e American Diabetes Association

e American Foundation or the Blind

e American Health Care Association

¢ American Heart Association

e American Hospital Association

e American Liver Foundation

e American Lung Association

e American Medical Association

e American Nurses Association

¢ American Occupation Therapy Association
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American Osteopathic Association
American Psychiatric Association
American Psychological Association
American Public Health Association
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
American Thoracic Society

American’s Essential Hospitals

Amputee Coalition

Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association
Arthritis Foundation

Association for Community Affiliated Plans
Association of American Medical Colleges
Association of University Centers on Disabilities
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America
Asthma and Alleriy Foundation of America
Autism Society

Autism Speaks

Autistic Self Advocacy Network

Big Cities Health Coalition

Blue Cross Blue Shield Association
California Hospital Association (CHA)
Catholic Health Association

Center for Medicare Advocacy

Children’s Hospital Association

Children’s Hospital Los Angles

Coalition Stop Opioid Overdose

Colorado Hospital Association

COPD Foundation

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Family Voices

Federation of American Hospitals

Health System Alliance of Arizona
Hemophilia Federation of America

HIV Medicine Association

Infectious Diseases society of America
JDRF

Kaiser Permanente

Lutheran Services in America

Maine Hospital Association

March of Dimes

Medicare Rights Center

Nation Coalition for Cancer Survivorship
National Association of Medicaid Directors
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
National Association of School Nurses

National Down Syndrome Congress

National Education Association

*
+
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National Health Council

National Institute for Reproductive Health
‘National Multiple Sclerosis Society
National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD)
National Rural Health Association

New Jersey Hospital Association

Planned Parenthood

Public Health Institute

Pulmonary Hypertension Association
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Susan G. Komen

The Arc

Trust for America’s Health

Volunteers of America

WomenHeart
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) :

From: acobb bigsky.net

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: pre-existing conditions

This bill leaves it to the states to determine how people with pre-existing conditions will be charged for
insurance. This will threaten health care for more than a quarter of non-elderly adults, and thus is
terrible policy.

| was. diagnosed with bilateral breast cancer in 2014. | had a double mastectomy and chemotherapy,
plus a prophylactic hysterectomy. My risk of recurrence of cancer is almost nil, because | have no
breasts, uterus, ovaries, or fallopian tubes. All other health indicators are good--I have good health
habits, eat a vegetarian diet, don't smoke, exercise regularly, etc. But no insurance company would
want to cover me, because of that breast cancer history, even though in reality they'd end up making
a lot of money off me because my health profile is actually above-average. The ACA protects me;
with the ACA, when my partner retires | will be able to get a new policy, with a new company, without
any problems. With Graham-Cassidy, who knows? | might have to move out of state to get
coverage.

Please improve the ACA with bipartisan legislation, informed by economic science. Do not inflict
misguided and disastrous legislation on us in order to score political points.

Thank you,

Alison Cobb
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

|
From: Julie Castanza
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:22 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments
Subject: Kill This Bill, Kill it for Cancer Kids

My son is 21 years old, and we've been fighting cancer, since he was diagnosed at 17. Thanks to the ACA, he
has insurance coverage, on our insurance. His treatment expenses have been close to $3 million. There is no
way we could ever have afforded this fight, without Obamacare. Cancer is devastating in every way. The
Ewings-like Sarcoma that has plagued my son is a tenacious beast. The outlook for those who experience
recurrence is bleak. The last chemotherapy failed, and now we are fighting off tumors #4 and #5. We are hoping
to keep beating this back with radiation and surgery, until we find an immunotherapy study, that offers a
systemic cure. It is like fighting a raging dragon with torches and swords.

If you repeal the ACA, you are snatching all hope of victory from us, and the many others like us. We spent a
year, living in Ronald McDonald House in Seattle, where we were introduced to a whole new world. I was
astonished to learn just how many kids get cancer, and just how many kids struggle with debilitating illness.
Before then, I was like most people, taking my health (and my children's health) for granted. I had sympathy,
but it wasn't my world.

What I learned, is that in the split second it takes, for your doctor to utter the word cancer, your whole life can
be obliterated. You need the help and support of qualified medical professionals to guide you through, to
maintain any hope at all. If you cut off access to healthcare for these children, it is like you are ripping them
from their parents arms, and throwing them off a cliff. If you do this, you have murdered these vulnerable
people. And at any time, a doctor could utter a devastating diagnosis to someone you know and love, and you
will realize that your prior lack of compassion, has hastened them toward death.

We are at an important juncture and you are holding the fate of millions of people in your hands. As a parent of
one of these precious kids, I beg you to do the right thing: KILL THIS BILL.

Sincerely,
Julie Castanza
Enumclaw, WA

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:15 PM
To: ' gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My concerns are
with pre-existing conditions and affordability, primarily.
| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Gloria Augeri
Rockfall, CT 06481
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:14 PM
To: gchcomments
‘Subject: Graham Cassidy

| have pre-existing condition. My premium is already $1,328/month. | cannot afford it if GC passed. For the first time |
can't wait to be 65 so | can enroll in Medicare. | never believe | could wish to be older!

YF Lee

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rohit Vakil Gy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:13 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

I am a physician in Worcester Massachusetts and | strongly oppose the above Bill and | urge our senators to oppose the
Graham-Cassidy Bill in the senate this week.
Rohit Vakil M.D.

Shrewsbury,Ma 01545
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: carrie d S

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I was diagnosed with Scleroderma
last year and after years of paying for insurance and hardly using it | now have ACA and need it. | can not afford to lose my
insurance. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

L4

Caroline Dibble

Holly Hill, Florida

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle-Buerger

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:13 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Please reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes. When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working famities.
Thank you.

Miéhelle Buerger
L

Middleton, Wisconsin 53562
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michael Fantuzzo SN
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:12 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
I am a health care professional and my patients rely on my services in order to continue to function as independent as
possible and live a high quality of life toward their later years of life. This bill will cut my therapy services and there will
be millions of adults and children who will not get he opportunity to live a long, meaningful life.

Thank you

Michael Fantuzzo, OTD, OTR/L
Michael Fantuzzo
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Rose Mosier <l

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:11 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

This is a horrible piece of legislation that has not been analysed, debated or scored by the CBO. Even without these
processes, it has been estimated the the number of Americans who will lose their healthcare will be 30 million. It is also
a certainty that premiums will skyrocket for most people, and there will be little to no protection for people with pre-
existing conditions that will prevent insurers from charging very high premiums, and eliminating spending and lifetime
caps. This alone will lead to many untimely, preventable deaths. These deaths will be YOUR responsibility if you allow
this bill to go forward. .

My husband suffers from Parkinson's disease, and we will be directly impacted by the ending of the mandate for
employers to provide health insurance. If this happens, we will be unable to pay for health coverage to pay for
medication and therapy he requires.

Cutting Medicaid spending and giving block grants to states to manage their own healthcare programs without any
requirement that those block grants be used only to provide healthcare to citizens is just laughable.

Please, if you have any sense of decency, and any responsibility to act in the best interests of ALL Americans, not just the
Republican base, insurance and pharmaceutical companies and the Kochs, do not allow a vote on this awful bill and
return to the rule of order

«Rose Mosier
_Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Jennifer Davis <l -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy

Hello-

My name is Dr. Jennifer Davis and I'm a pediatrician who works in the south bronx. The south bronx is
consists of some of the poorest zip codes in the United States. The vast majority of my patients are on medicaid
or uninsured. We as a nation should want our most vulnerable to have access to affordable health

insurance. We need to keep our kids covered, especially those with pre-existing conditions. Many kids are -
born healthy but may develop chronic medical problems such as diabetes, hypertension and cancer. These
conditions and others if diagnosed in childhood would make them ineligible for health insurance as adults,
unless protections are kept in place for them. As a humane society, we should be appealing to our better angels,
not just ramming through legislation to appease wealthy donors. Please protect our healthcare! Please save the

ACA. It needs to be improved and not repealed.

Jennifer Davis, M.D.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Renae Stone
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

| oppose the Graham Cassidy bill because | will not be covered for preexisting conditions nor will my husband. We are
both healthy seniors, but if he needs treatment t for a heart condition, under the Graham Cassidy bill he would not be
covered. | would not be covered for any cervical issue. We need an affordable healthcare bill and we already have one
in place which serves most people very well. It can be tweaked and it will be perfect. No need to get rid of it. Keep ACA-
Obamacare and get rid of Trump.

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lonnie Spinozza-johnson m

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Gary-and Lonnie Johnson
Garrison NY
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fil:ance)

]
From: Linda Bronstein SN
Sent: _ Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:07 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy bill for 9/25 Finance Comm. hearing

Senate Finance Committee Hearing on Graham-Cassidy Bill
September 25, 2017

Linda Bronstein
West Hartford, CT 06107
Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I write to voice my extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal. I am very discouraged
that instead of continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength and stability of
‘the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward a proposal that
will:

-Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care coverage;
-End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

-Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time, threaten care for millions of low-
income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities, and shift massive costs and risks to states;

-Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to address the
current crisis of drug overdose deaths

-Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

-Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the
majority of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security of millions of
Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families, people living with disabilities, veterans
and people with preexisting conditions. It does nothing to improve affordability or availability of coverage for
consumers and will likely result in hundreds of thousands of Connecticut residents losing coverage by 2027,
and will undermine the financial stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal strains on our
state budget.

Eliminates programs that serve as a lifeline for low- and moderate-income families.

This proposal takes away secure coverage from millions, and replaces it only with the possibility of inadequate
and temporary coverage. It ends the ACA’s successful Medicaid expansion, which has extended coverage to
nearly 12 million newly eligible low-income adults. It also eliminates the ACA tax credits that 10 million low-
and moderate-income people rely on to afford coverage in the individual market. Although it replaces this

28



funding with a block grant to states, the proposal offers no guarantee that states will provide an alternative
affordable coverage option to former enrollees - and indeed the block grant is inadequate to pay for comparable
benefits. From 2020 through 2026, block grant funding would be at least 7% ($95 billion) below projected
spending under current law. Regardless, the block grant ends in 2027, leaving states and former enrollees with
no help whatsoever. We do not believe it is likely that Congress would reauthorize additional funds for these
programs at a later date, because the funds would no longer be in the baseline of the federal budget. Congress
would therefore have to identify and reauthorize a new funding stream — something that would be extremely
difficult, if not impossible.

Threatens care for low-income seniors, children, consumers with substance use disorders and people living with
disabilities. _

This proposal also threatens the care of millions of low-income seniors, children and people living with
disabilities who relied on the Medicaid program even before enactment of the ACA. By capping and slashing
funding for the traditional Medicaid program by 12% ($1,079 billion) between 2020 and 2036, the per capita
cap will force Connecticut to cut payments to health care providers and health plans, eliminate optional
services, and restrict eligibility for enrollment - all of which could restrict access to important health care
services for Medicaid enrollees.

No eligibility category would be immune to the impacts of these cuts. Slnce children make up almost one-half
of the Medicaid beneficiaries, they cannot possibly be protected if cuts of this magnitude are enacted. Cuts to
Medicaid would also leave consumers with substance use disorders without access to the most effective
treatments for addiction and to life-saving overdose medicine. And seniors and people living with disabilities
would also face painful cuts, since Medicaid is the primary payer for long-term services and supports.
Community Based Services - the services that keep people with cognitive and physical impairments home and
in their communities - are “optional” in Medicaid. The fiscal pressure created by per capita caps will likely lead
states to cut back on these services, forcing seniors and people living with disabilities out of their homes and
into institutions for their care. And the burden will likely. hit especially hard in communities of color, where
Medicaid enrollment is especially high.

Pushes massive new costs onto states.

All states, including Connecticut would take on new risks and costs, because this proposal converts the overall
Medicaid program into a per capita cap. Under this proposal, the federal government would cap its payments to
states for most enrollees, and those caps would grow more slowly than actual Medicaid expenditures, leaving
Connecticut with insufficient funding to meet its current obligations. In addition, states would be fully exposed
to any unexpected health care cost increases, such as from a natural disaster, an'aging population or medical
innovations. The per capita cap alone would reduce federal Medicaid spendmg by 12% ($1,079 billion) by
2036.

On top of those cost shifts, Connecticut, as one of the 31 states that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable
Care Act, will be at risk for far deeper cuts. This proposal ends all federal matching funds for the Medicaid
expansion in 2020. Some of the funds that the federal government would have spent on Medicaid expansion get
rolled into the block grant, but the block grant doesn’t make up for Connecticut's losses because the block grant
is inadequate overall, the formula favors non-expansion states (it redistributes funding from expansion to non-
expansion states), and it ends entirely in 2026, leaving states with no funding to replace the lost expansion
funds. :

Because federal dollars for Medicaid account for about 20% of state budgets, FitchRatings “believes substantial
Medicaid cuts would require states to make material budget adjustments over the next decade and beyond.” And
by pulling coverage from so many, this proposal would drive up uncompensated care costs on local
communities, state budgets, safety net providers, and hospitals.

Increases premiums and out-of-pocket costs and destabilizes the individual market.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) omem— e—————————

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maxine Weaver

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:20 PM
gchcomments

Protect our héalthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
‘received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearihg isan

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Maxine Weaver
Deerfigld Beach, Nordrhein-Westfalen 33442
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Eric Waye <. >

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:26 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee, ‘

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Eric Waye

U——
W

SAINT JOHNS, Florida 32259
. “ )
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marvin Bruggeman NN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:27 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

heaithcare for working families.
Why is it OK for the Republicans to give massive tax breaks to the rich but it not OK for

Midd!e class Americans to have health care?

Marvin Bruggeman

Plant City, Florida 33565



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brad And Robbin Near

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:28 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Brad And Robbin Near

Seminole, Florida 33777



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Banach <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:11 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009; the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

I urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

John Banach

Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

chris Smenos <N >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:11 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, Which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
‘received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

I urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to réject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Chris Smenos

Sarasota , Florida 34231

70



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wri ht, Kevin (Finance)

Lisa Fortes <{ NN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:11 PM =
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Lisa Fortes

[

Vero Beach ., Florida 32966

75




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

I
o.
From: David Radens m .
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12: M
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

David Radens

willlpEn_D

‘ b - I .

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

83



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jean Penny

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:13 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

' received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jean Penny

b ——

L

Saint Augustine, Florida 32084



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Kelly <N

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:13 PM
gchcomments .
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed Qf_fshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Patricia Kelly

Venice, Florida 34285

10




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lee Ann Grieser NN

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:38 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

- In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
~ received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Lee Ann Grieser

s P
U

Lantana, Florida 33462



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finan.c_e)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Arthur Richard

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:38 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Arthur Richard

O
—

Winter Springs, Florida 32708

40



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Margaret Richards <{

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:13 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

-In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay

their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Margaret Richards

I,
{

PENSACOLA, Florida 32501



Wrig ht, Kevin (Fﬁance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruth Steger <N

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:38 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’'s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Ruth Steger
N

St Petersburg , Florida 33702

17



Wrig ht, Kevin (FiL\_a_nce)

I L
From: Robert Curry
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Robert Curry

Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043

15



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) .

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Suzanne Green <iw
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:12 P
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

- In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE heéring isan

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Suzanne Green

Seminole, Florida 33772

69



Wri

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ht, Kevin (Finance) |

Louise Pinsén <~>
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:37 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Louise Pinson

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401

29



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

]
9%

From: Helen Colby iSRS >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:32 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: My comments

Kindly stop trying to destroy everything that is good about the USA. Stop fighting against the people of this
country. This latest attempt to repeal the ACA is ridiculous. Don't like it? Fix it, don't destroy it and take health
care away from millions of people.

We are not the best. American exceptionalism has taken a nose dive since this latest election and you are part of
it.

People should not have to declare bankruptcy to get health care in our country.
Stop trying to destroy Medicare and Medicaid. Health care is NOT a business.
Kindly wake up.

Helen Colby
Miami, Florida



Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brendalee Lenniek

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:41 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Brendalee Lennick

Tallahassee, Florida 32301

38



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

L]

Louise Scarfone < (NN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:37 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not-paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Louise Scarfone

i

Fort Myers , Florida 33908

37



Wright, Kevin (Finance) ' . ————

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Melissa Garber *

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:14 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE heariﬁg is an

embarrassment and an outrage, given the life-and-death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Melissa Garber

—— |

Orlando, Florida 32821-8810



Wrig ht, Kevin (finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

S.P. Franklin

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:40 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

S.P. Franklin

T

Naples, Florida 34104

50



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katharyn Ward 4SRN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:35 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

- In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
" received dozens of hearihgs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Katharyn VWard

A

Gainesville, Florida 32608

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Harding (R >

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:40 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Peter Harding

C
C

Jacksonville, Florida 32225

59



Wrig ht, Kevin (Financci)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

i L
Katharyn Ward M
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:43 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Katharyn Ward

]
L

Gainesville, Florida 32608

29



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ollie Keskinen <info@actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:43 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

| don't have a dog in this fight, | have great health coverage. My problem is, that we vote
people into office to govern and we hope, wisely. By denying current coverage and accepting
your-new proposal, you are in essence condemning some to death. In what way do you feel

you have you improved the wellbeing of our nation?

Good governing???7?

Ollie Keskinen

IR
ohsrmn—

Bokeelia, Florida 33922



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brita Skarbrevik

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:43 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Brita Skarbrevik

i

Plantation, Florida 33322



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ellen Nathan q
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:45 P

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. " L

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Ellen Nathan

plantation, Florida 33324



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeff Thompson (IR >

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:34 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. '

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working famities.

Jeff Thompson

o,
S

Quincy, Florida 32351

38



Wri(.; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Allan Richardson *

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:45 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

The GOP made up PHONY stories of "death panels” in the ACA. But this bill IS IN ITSELF a
Dea%‘h Panel for the poorest (which includes formerly middle class retirees who have spent
down their assets on nursing home care and have been put on Medicaid) and sickest or
unluckiest of us. The latest estimates are 30 THOUSAND a year who would, as in pre-ACA
times, be denied the treatment which could save their lives. That's AS MANY DEATHS AS
TEN (10) "9/11" ATTACKS EVERY YEAR!

CHOOSE LIFE! KILL TRUMP(NO)CARE!
Allan Richardson

Tarpon Springs, FL , Florida 34689

11



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

4
Michael Goehring w
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:39 P
gchcomments

_ Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans and NOT rich corporations. It's also time that
wealthy corporations pay their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our

country’s future, including heaithcare for working families.

Michael Goehring

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308

20



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jillian Sang

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:44 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. |

3

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jillian Sang

e

Coral Springs, Florida 33065

14



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Aileen Hamann <IN,
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:33 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE heari’ng is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Aileen Hamann

Palm Coast, Florida 32164

64



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: FRANK & DEE SPERA . miggei—

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: David Elin

Subject: Statement on Graham-Cassidy to SCF

As someone who has a grandson with Cystic Fibrosis, the current health care debate in Washington is personal
to me and my family. Cystic Fibrosis is a chronic disease that effects the lungs and digestive tract, leading to
frequent lung infections and other complications. CF is a genetically based disease for which there is now no
cure. However, not long ago my grandson Ian would not have lived long enough to finish grade school. Ian is
now 14 years old and a freshman in high school and is an active, involved teenager interested in building cities
that would be able to withstand hurricanes and earthquakes. He is alive and doing well due to medical
advancements and the care he gets from his "care center" and the support he and his family receive from the
Affordable Care Act. To our family the official name of this act is more important than the political overtones
of its popular name. Health care is not political....it is personal.

We are a family of public school teachers: I was a middle school teacher, my husband was a college professor,
our son and his wife are elementary school teachers in Georgia, and our daughter is a first grade teacher in
Colorado. We believe that the future of our country depends upon the education and health of our youth.
Each of us has been recognized as "outstanding teacher" or "teacher of the year". What we are not recognized
for is our wealth and that is why accessible and affordable health care is important to us.

The Graham-Cassidy proposal is unacceptable for people living with CF and other chronic conditions. Creating
high risk pools is going back to the biblical leper colonies. My grandson does not deserve to be subject to this
stigma.

Our health care system is far from perfect but changes that come at the expense of the very people who rely
most on adequate, affordable health care coverage is not the way of the future.

Senators, please keep my family and the many other families who will be adversely effected as you consider
this legislation.

Thank you for your service to our country and God bless the United States of America.

Sincerely,

Dee Spera

Stuart, Florida, N



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dominick Milarto <N
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:37 P
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version 6f Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

“In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of heari'ngs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including
healthcare for working families. Give us Universal Health Care for all as a right, not a

privilege!

Dominick Milano

Emm—
VS

Port Orange, Florida 32127

10



From: Pam Holbrook: <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:42 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA Repeal

Because of the Affordable Care Act my husband's large, invasive polyps were removed by a surgeon during a
colonoscopy. One year later, the surgeon said, and my husband would have had colon cancer. In spite of the
fact that my husband, Don, has a history of colon cancer from both parents, he had never had a screening
because we could never have afforded this procedure at full price.

I am a preschool teacher at a small private school, and Don has a small business as a tile mechanic. We do not
ask for much from our government, but I believe since insurance companies have put premiums so far out of
reach that people like us cannot afford health insurance, it is only right the government help us out. Otherwise,
we'll be on assistance & food stamps, if not living on the streets. Or dead.

Pam B Holbrook
Alachua County, FL 32615

27



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elvia Lopez A GGG

Sent: ~ Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:.09 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: They just have to improve the Obama healthcare not to be changed, it is a waist of time

and money. Just fixed it.....

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcarg, devastating

Working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Elvia Lopez
P,

Orlando, Florida 32819

L id



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Hughes <\ NN >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:36 PM
gchcomments )

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

The richest, corporations or people, do not deserve an extra portion of the economy taken

from the medium to poorer Americans.

Barbara Hughes
.

sSanford, Florida 32771

18



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Reyna

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:53 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Please take notice that the newest version of Trumpcare, known as Graham-Cassidy, would
kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastate working families and roll back the progress
we’ve made in protecting so many Americans. Also, hidden in the Graham-Cassidy bill is a
$20 billion tax break for the already highly-profitable medical device industry. That same
industry _ the medical device industry _ already has stashed $230 billion in profits offshore,

profits on which it has not paid a cent in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge all members of the Senate, as well the members of the Senate Finance Committee, to

protect the healthcare of millions of Americans: by voting against Graham-Cassidy.
In addition, it's high time that wealthy corporations pay their fair share of taxes!

If they ever do that _ and that's a big "IF" _ we’ll all be investing in our country’s future,

including healthcare for working families.

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider these points that so concern all

Americans.
All best,

Patrick Reyna

wos
m «

Miami, Florida 33127



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeane Shaw SN,

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:53 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The GOP is anti-American and FAKE-Christians. Who takes away healthcare from the
majority that now has it? This is inhumane, cruel and murder! How can anyone thing thisis a
great country when the GOP is robbing us of everything that makes this country great. To
take away peoples healthcare means so many people will go bankrupt, lose their homes,
suffer and deal with premature death. Why would anyone do this to it's people? The majority
are going to hate the GOP and they deserve to be hated for the inhumane, cruel, greedy
people they are. They are suppose to work for us but they are working for the 1% and that is
not what they were elected for. They are working hard to suppress votes that tend to be
Democrat, they are doing every lowly thing they can to rid elections for them as they must
know their deplorable actions are not going to allow them to be elected fairly and what they
do is to cheat, lie and rig things so they can continue there cruelty and continue to take big
money form special interests. They have insurance that we pay 75% of, but they aren't
decent enough to allow us to have healthcare, If they would stop fighting a minimum wage
increase maybe people wouldn't need so much help, other countries have free healthcare,
free college and wages in the $20+ an hour, they are also the happiest people while we are
miserable working many jobs and leaving the children to raise themselves and still struggle.
what kind of life is that?

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is.an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.



| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.
Jeane Shaw
L)

Bradenton, Florida 34207



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Von Zangenberg

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:36 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. > - -

A

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

William Von Zangenberg

SRR
L )

Holiday, Florida 34691
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) - - -

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

FRANCINE WARE <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:22 AM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stas_Qed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

FRANCINE WARE

U 6

Tampa, Florida 33625



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Knowles

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:36 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

iy

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest.in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Barbara Knowles

el

o

Seminole,, Florida 33772

46



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: MICHAEL TOMASONE

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:22 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hea'rir'{g'is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

MICHAEL TOMASONE

T

ORLANDO, Florida 32836

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Keith Schlussel

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:37 AM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

.1In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heéfings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’'s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Keith Schiussel

A
g

Coconut Creek, Florida 33073

23



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ellen McCoy {4 -
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:35 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

| am an American citizen born in Denison, Texas 76 years ago. Started working at 13 as a
"carhop" and since then have worked several jobs sometimes a full time and part time job at
the same time. Have NEVER been on food stamps or welfare in my life. Always depended on
myself thinking that if/when | got retired | would get the benefits | worked for and deserve. |
worked 38 years in Civil Service and was promised definite benefits. Now the Republican
POTUS and Republican Congress is trying to take them away from me and millions of other
citizens through their Graham- Cassidy Death Health plan. There are 3 to 4 Republican
Senators you can trust won't knife you in the back. They voted with their high morals and
loving hearts and know what the rest of them are voting for IS NOT RIGHT. Hope those other
Republicans know that in 2018 things could change in the Senate and that their repeal of

ACA would be detrimental to their supporters as well.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Ellen McCoy

53



O

West Melbourne, Florida 32904-1927
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) —

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

j2

Mike Boucher (NN
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:14 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.

“Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-

profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

. In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
‘received dozens of héérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mike Boucher

GRS
CE——

Hernando Beach, Florida 34607

23




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leah Picciano w
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:35 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Leah Picciano

R
dunnny

Mjami, Florida 33156

»
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steven Comb'ésa<

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:14 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

HEALTHCARE IS A RIGHT!!

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

HEALTHCARE IS A RIGHT!!

I urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including
healthcare for working families.

HEALTHCARE IS A RIGHT!!

SteVén_Cofﬁbeé

S

Gainesville, Florida 32608

38



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tara Rutland <

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: What Graham-Cassidy means for my family

To Whom It May Concern,

My children were born with a primary immune deficiency, Common Variable Immune
Deficiency/hypogammaglobulinemia. What this means is that they have a lowered immunoglobulin levels in their blood.
They get sick easily, take longer to recover from "normal" illnesses, with a lot of viral infections turning into potentially
life-threatening bacterial infections. They require frequent doctors visits and an extensive list of specialists. Between
them, they take 20 regular medications to help maintain their health. When the time comes, they may require
Intravenous Immunoglobulin (IVIG) therapy. The estimated cost of IVIG is $30,000 per child every 4-6 weeks. Currently,
they are protected from discrimination due to their preexsiting conditions. Graham-Cassidy would allow companies to
once again discriminate against my children based on their medical diagnoses.

Both of my children were also born with a hereditary bleeding disorder, Von Willebrand Disease. They require life-
saving medications for this. Stimate is a nose spray that helps release their stored von Willebrand factor in the event of
a bleeding emergency. That medication contains 25 metered sprays and costs $800 per bottle. They also require
treatment with Amicar, a medication that helps prevent blood clots from dissolving. That medication costs nearly
$3,000 for 8 ounces.Graham Cassidy would allow insurance companies to raise premiums for "sick" children like mine or
place them high risk pools.

Prescription drug coverage for my children runs into the thousands each month. Most insurance plans do not provide
adequate coverage for such expensive medications. | have to fight to get their prescriptions paid for, even going so far
as having to prove their medical necessity for life-saving medications.

My children are currently covered under Children's Medical Services, a division of Florida Medicaid for children with
complex medical needs. Graham Cassidy seeks to block grant, severely cut, and eventually eliminate Medicaid Services.

This legislation is heatUess, cruel, and is currently being sold by my congressiman, Matt Gaetz, as giving the states more
power. We are gambling with the lives and well being of our future generations. We should be looking for ways to
insure more of America's children. Graham Cassidy means that my children will not have access to their doctors and

specialists, their advocates, affordable prescription drug coverage, and they will be charged more for less coverage or
completely priced out of coverage altogether.

We are a wealthy country, it's time we started treating our people better.
Respectfully,

Tara Rutland
Navarre, FL 32566

18



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

e

From: Felicia Lee

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect the ACA

Hello,

I am writing to urge you to reject the cruel and counterproductive Graham health Cassidy bill. As a self-
employed American with several hereditary health conditions, I am deeply grateful for the protections of the
Affordable Care Act. Because my only access to health insurance is through the private marketplace, I am
grateful to be able to purchase an affordable, comprehensive policy despite my conditions. By all reputable
accounts, the Graham-Cassidy bill would make health insurance completely unaffordable for me and millions of
other Americans with pre-existing conditions.

Medical conditions are not a choice, a character flaw, nor, as some on the right have suggested, always a
reflection of poor living habits. All Americans are just an accident or illness away from being uninsurable, and
by extension, untreatable. All deserve protection should this happen.

As elected officials chosen and paid by the American taxpayers, you have the responsibility to protect their best
interests. Organizations from across a range of interests, from the American Cancer Society to insurance

companies, have come out against Graham-Cassidy. I hope you do the same.

Thank you for your time.

Felicia Lee, Gainesville FL

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tiffany Namey

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Tiffany E. Namey, 33, Winter Park FL 32792

I had my first seizure in my early teens. My brother, ill from birth on, was finally getting better and boom I was
diagnosed with epilepsy. My dad, self-employed, was doing pretty well at the time and our family of four had
good insurance coverage with United for about $800 a month at the time.

Florida has a juvenile truancy law and I went from being an honor 4.0 average student to literally being dropped
out of school as a result of the seizures. This truancy law and many seizures robbed me of traditional teen
experiences like prom, learning to drive and the graduation walk. My diploma was mailed.

It was a period in which we had good insurance but times were hard and then my parents got divorced. When I
turned 18 my dad couldn’t talk for me anymore and I had to talk for myself which became a problem. With my
pre-existing condition and being a woman I couldn’t find health insurance on my own that was anywhere near
affordable and would cover my needs. My dad had fallen on hard times and the three of us were now covered in
a high-risk pool. At the time I had so many seizures and severe memory gaps but I remember the day the
Affordable Care Act passed and I felt my life had been saved. My family didn’t have to worry about pre-
existing conditions and lifetime limits any more. Then Governor Rick Scott sued the federal government over
the Medicaid expansion and the Supreme Court ruled the states didn’t have to accept the program written into
the ACA for people like myself who make less than 100% of the federal poverty level. .

My dad fell ill and couldn’t afford the high risk pool health insurance premiums He stopped paying for himself,
but kept paying for my brother and myself He didn’t want us to have a gap in coverage. These high risk
insurance policies only covered four primary care visits a year, had virtually no prescription coverage and a
$200,000 deductible, so I had to forego insurance. I couldn’t see a neurologist anyway. My dad hadn’t had
insurance coverage for quite some time now and he died of a heart attack and lung issues two weeks before he
became Medicare eligible.

| have.many health issues, epilepsy, depression, joint issues and I am at high risk of cervical cancer. [ currently
have no health coverage at all except for my epilepsy through the Epilepsy Foundation. I am s single abled body
and I want to work, I want a job but I am not hired because of my health issues. I am sick, but I cannot see a
doctor so I cannot get better. I make between $5,000 and $8,000 a year and am working hard to get my
Bachelor’s degree. I am determined to have a better paying job by 2019 so I will be able to get coverage. But if
the Republicans get their way and pre-existing conditions are not covered, my dad died for nothing. The ACA
has given me hope and hope is definitely something for a person with disabilities.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Gerstley

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:23 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill. Recklessly passing this bill,
without considering its harmful consequences to millions of Americans
and our healthcare system is unconscionable.

This bill will cause an estimated 32 million people to lose access to health
insurance

Numerous medical groups have come out against it-- a few examples, The
American Medical Assoc, The American Psychiatric Assoc, The
American Psychological Assoc, etc etc. etc  Numerous patient advocacy
groups have come out against it- a few examples, American Cancer
Association, American Heart Association, etc etc. Hospital and Health
Insurers have come out against this bill.

As a clinical psychologist, many of my patients only were able to receive
the mental health care they needed when the ACA was enacted. Having
served on the board of a hospital, I am all too aware how pulling the plug
on the ACA will negatively impact the financial health of our hospitals,
and may force hospitals to close, particularly those in rural areas.

Having been self employed clinical psychologist all my life, I have had to
purchase my own health insurance. Prior to the ACA, I was unable to
obtain health insurance after I was successfully treated for cancer in

1999. Once the ACA was enacted I was able to finally purchase health
insurance again. At 62, I retired to care for my older husband. At this
point, this bill will likely make it impossible for me to purchase decent
quality health insurance due to my age and pre-existing conditions. I have
never had a subsidy from the government for my insurance, I am just so
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grateful that I am able to purchase insurance and that [ won't get booted
off if I get sick (I have a friend who's insurance canceled him after a heart
attack prior to the ACA)... .

Please do not pass this bill.

Thank you,
Dr Linda Gerstley, Sarasota FL.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Greg Higgerson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:45 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO Graham Cassidy!

As a citizen of the United States for more than half a century, I can honestly say that I've never seen such a
transparent or harmful political ploy in congress as the Graham Cassidy bill.

If it did not have the effect of actually hurting large numbers of my countrymen and their families (as it does),
and not dojng anything at all to control healthcare costs (which it doesn't), it would be entirely laughable.

The ACA isn't perfect--single payér is what is desperately needed in this country. But Graham Cassidy is
dangerous and lots of people without voices will die needlessly if it is passed. Let me repeat: People will die.

VOTE NO.
Thank you.
Gregory S. Higgerson

Ocoee, FL 34761
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Wrici;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:31 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing

Title Of Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date of the Hearing: September 25, 2017
Rosann Jentes

To Whom it my Concern:

My husband and | are over 60,to0 young for medicare,too old for life without
insurance.

Both of us lost our parents in their 60's to Cancer. | lost 2 siblings to it. Both
of us have siblings that

are Cancer Survivors. My husband is a Cancer Survivor. He takes
medication.Although we seem healthy,eat right and exercise-

we have pre existing illnesses. | take meds for IBS,Gastric and Laryngeal
Re flux,statins for

high cholesterol,and synthroid for thyroid.What happens to people like us?
We both work (and are not on SSI) but our incomes are not enough to cover
the medical insurance and meds

should pre-existing and caps become an issue.He still has child support
(Thank you Massachusetts) until his youngest turns 23!! Most of the people
| know will not be able to afford medical insurance without the ACA and
some like myself were uncovered for years before ACA -even before when
we were younger, and healthy and insurance went over $600. a month.
Please consider the majority,and the people who don't quite understand
what this will mean. if they are unhappy with ACA-wait until they find their
obesity,c-sections,pregnancy to be pre-existing. Wait until they have an
accident,a child that is born with medical complications and life long issues
and understand caps. They will eventually all turn against the people who
voted for this travesty.

Sincerely,
Rosann Jentes
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Suzy Fay N

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:37 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy-Graham: worse than a bad idea

Dear members of the Senate Finance Committee:

Curious to see how many times the GOP has attempted to repeal the ACA, | looked it up: it has been 70 times. Cassidy-
Graham brings this number to 71. This has resulted in an immense waste of time and taxpayers’ money due to our GOP
legislators who have pursued this repeal.

Cassidy-Graham is essentially repeal without replacement, which will lead to collapsing insurance markets and tens of
millions of people losing coverage. The supposed advantage of Cassidy-Graham, that states will have more flexibility to
manage programs like Medicaid, is a fiction: Cassidy-Graham cuts reach $80 billion by 2026, and by 2027, the bill’s
funding expires altogether. If there’s no money to manage with, flexibility is a joke. Even rich states can’t make up this
deficit.

There is widespread consensus that this 71st ‘reform’ attempt is cover for unearned tax cuts worth billions of dollars to
wealthy Americans, but any fondly-imagined trickle-down arguments made on behalf of Cassidy-Graham have been
refuted by the slash-to-the-bone Kansas experiment, which was so bad, even the Republican state legislature finally
dumped it.

There is no point in re-enacting the Kansas experiment on a national scale. The only possible, hidden point would be the
aforementioned tax cut. This latest repeal will lead to misery and premature deaths, since there is no replacement for
the expansion that allowed 20 million Americans to gain coverage. To the members of the committee who want to put
the brakes on Cassidy-Graham, my thanks. To the Cassidy-Graham standard bearers, please think again. The Kansas
.experiment nearly ruined Kansas—please don’t support a bill that will do the same to the entire United States.

“Sincerely,
Suzy Fay
St. Augustine, FL

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ray Mauck :
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:41 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to

discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mr. Ray Mauck

Crystal River, FL 34429
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kim Todd

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:41 PM

To: gchcomments ‘ '

Subject: ‘ Graham Cassidy will take away my ability to buy real health insurance at any price

| am a 61 yr old self employed professional. | have been on the ACA since 2014 when my husband's employer
changed his designation from employee to independent contractor. Lucky for him, he was over 65 and got on
that wonderful program, Medicare.

I was lucky too to get the ACA-I paid more than what we had paid for my husband and my together on the
group health policy,and have a much higher deductible, but | am PROTECTED. Before the ACA (and before
HIIPA, when | tried to join my husband's group policy that was better than mine), the lump that was taken out
of my breast in 1993 and was found to be ENTIRELY BENIGN was considered a pre-existing conditon by
insurance companies and they would not cover any problem with either breast FOREVER. Even though in the
24 years since then my mammograms have been clear.

IF you pass Graham Cassidy, | will not be able to buy an insurance policy that would cover my breasts and if |
get breast cancer, | do not have the $3 million or more for self paid treatment. And do you realized that healll
care providers charge more for the procedure as the base price than if you are on a group plan? So a $300 test
(before insurance) becomes a $700 test. ' '

I am an avid cyclist, hiker, cross country skier, lifetime non-smoker, good health choice maker. | would
challenge every one of you on this committee to best my lifestyle and health choices. But at 61, like every one
of you who are my age and younger and older, | have been treated for issues. Just having been treated for
issues makes them pre-existing conditions.

Every one of you is covered by insurance that | and other Americans pay for so you are entirely insulated
from these concerns. Many of you are independently wealthy and can pay for $3 million or more in cancer
treatment.

But 98% of the Americans you are sworn to represent (and you have sworn to represent Americans NOT
YOUR DONORS) cannot pay for $3 million or more in cancer treatment. Or chronic issues like diabetes or heart
disease. ‘

And without covering these Americans whom you are sworn to represent, hospitals across the nation will be
closing, especially in rural areas. | live in a rural area and | see these impact<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>