Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Emily Brooks (GG -

B

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:50 PM
To: gchcomments %
Subject: Please do not repeal the ACA

Dear Honorable Committee Members,

My name is Emily Brooks and I am an educator who has several pre-existing conditions. Because of Medicaid
expansion, ACA subsidies, mandatory coverage, and nondiscrimination against those of us with pre-existing
conditions, I have been able to have healthcare as an adult. The Affordable Care Act has provided health
insurance as my work does not cover this.

I have asthma and anxiety and I am autistic. To control my asthma, I need to take four doses of asthma
medication daily, and the monthly price for the asthma medication without insurance is over $300. I see that the
Graham-Cassidy plan could add upwards of $4000 to my yearly healthcare costs. I’'m here to tell you that even
as a working individual, paying that much money is simply not doable. I don’t want to die from not breathing,
and [ don’t want my country to turn its back on me.

The way I think this country should work is that we can all help each other. In the long run, it would be more
costly to cut services until people are bankrupt from medical debt and unable to stimulate the economy, too sick
to work, and/or dead. Instead, the ACA must stay. It is the reason that many of us are able to participate in our
lives as citizens. Taking it away is cruel because there is no other way for many Americans to receive
healthcare, when paying out of pocket prices is a financial infeasibility.

On top of that, to allow health insurance to discriminate against people for disabilities and chronic illnesses, as
well as gender (pregnancy), is unfair. If this is what those entrusted to represent us choose to do, then those
representatives must have the guts to speak out and say, “I don’t mind if millions of Americans are sick or die
because I don’t think everybody has the right to healthcare access.” To hide behind a bill and misrepresent it as
a good option for Americans is just as sick as we all will be if this bill passes. Live up to your words to us, the
American people. If it isn’t something you would want for yourself or your own family, it isn’t good enough for
the rest of America, either.

Whether you look at this from a moral standpoint or an economic standpoint, the Graham-Cassidy Act is wrong.
Please do not repeal the ACA. If you do, I will be thinking of my own lungs, my friend’s autoimmune disorder
that requires medication and treatment, the children I know with disabilities and serious chronic illness, the
family members who have given birth and survived medical ordeals including cancer, and the many people I do
not know but who I know deserve access to healthcare that is affordable and available to people whatever their
pre-existing condition.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Emily Brooks
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) Ca ' T———

From: Sarah 8. Mund (D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:26 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Reject the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Both my
son and I were recently diagnosed with a genetic disease that is potentially life-threatening. However, it is also a
very manageable disease with proper medication and regular imaging such as echocardiograms and MRI's. The
cost of these routine scans would bankrupt us over time, given the need to have them so regularly. We live in
fear of losing our health insurance, because of our pre-existing conditions. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. It is unfathomable to me that you would rush to pass
legislation with such far-reaching and potentially deadly impacts. Please do your job by working together and
pass a law that won't hurt Americans like me and my son.

Thank you,

Sarah Mundal

Sarah B. Mundal
sarah.b.mundal@gmail.com




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) | — —

From: Barbara Clarke

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:47 PM A
To: gchcomments B ’
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Care bill

1 strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy health care repeal bill being rushed through Congress. This
bill vindictively cuts health care from millions of Americans. Please don't steal the benefits of the
ACA away from me or the many millions who rely on it. Thank you.

Barbara Clarke
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Wriﬂht, Kevin (Finance) - ———————————————————

From: veronica hippenste

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:26 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: disabled and medicaid

My son is on the autism waiver and he really needs it. Multiple disabilities, intelligence disorder, severe autism anxiety, adhd, It is
important that parents that do not make much have this benefit. If cuts are to be made they need to be to the parents that make good
money. Currently all waiver's are based on the child money but if the program must be cut it needs to be from the parents that have
money to pay for this themselves. The parents insurance should also be billed first then Medicaid. For those making less the sixty
thousand or even fifty thousand should not lose any of the help they get.

The disabled should always get the help they need because they can't help themselves but if changes have to be made it needs to be to
families in the upper incomes.

Veronica



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Admi

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:20 PM

To: gYéhcomments

Subject: Feedback on the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

I’m a concerned citizen firmly opposed to the Graham-Cassidy
healthcare bill. Although it’s not yet scored, industry experts
who have reviewed the draft legislation in detail believe it will
deprive more than 30 million Americans of affordable
healthcare by 2027.

In addition, it will harm productivity and the economy since
those deprived of preventative healthcare will more often miss
work and perhaps lose their jobs.

Furthermore, rural hospitals, in areas primarily serving Trump
supporters, will be at greatly increased risk of closure due to
declining Medicaid funds, and increased emergency care
demand.

in addition, the failure to mandate maternity care and coverage
of pre-existing conditions is both heartless and ill-advised.

As if that were not enough, each state will have to come up with
their own rules and systems, something expected to take a
minimum of two years, but likely to take longer.



Industry associations, patient advocates, hospitals, and insurers
all oppose this bill. That should be a giant heads up to our
Senators, who have been entrusted to put the best interests of
Americans before the interests of campaign donors.

Collectively, from my understanding of the bill, our healthcare
system would take a giant step backwards and into chaos.

I hope our elected officials will forget about power and money
for once, and think about the needs and lives of the citizens they
‘have been elected to serve.

Thanks for your consideration.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mair708

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments &
Subject: Graham-Caésidy Bill

Sent from my iPad This bill is proof positive that the GOP is NOT Pro-Life!! If they cared this bill would not be even a
thought!! The American people deserve more from our representatives than cruelty. To quote Senator Grassley : this bill
unleashes death panels!

Maryann Durkin a cancer survivor, mother of a child with a disability and a grandmother who would like my
grandchildren to have healthcare!!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Molly Eacret

Sent: * Friday, September 22, 2017 610 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Health Bill

Dear Madams and Sirs, for years the American people have been asking our elected leaders to make common
sense changes to the ACA. Instead it has been used like a political football by both parties. Americans are sick
of this behavior and this bill makes everything that is wrong with the ACA worse and eliminates many of the
things that are right with it.

My family has a member who is disabled. Guarantees regarding pre-existing conditions are something we
should be able to count on as well as being able to buy affordable health care. We are willing to do our part -
pay our FAIR share. This bill hurts Americans. It is unfair. It is cruel. It will make health care unaffordable to
my family.

It is my fervent hope that the U.S. Senate will once again become a place of integrity where the parties work
together. Where passing bills by 60 votes is expected.

Please listen to the many, many people who will be harmed by this bill and write and pass a bi-partisan bill that
actually helps the citizens of this great country with their healthcare needs.

Most sincerely,
Darrel Eacret
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nils Irland

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose Grham Cassidy

I wanted to state my opposition to the Graham Cassidy health bill on account of how it will strip millions of
health insurance, open up the possibilities for rescinding protections like no lifetime insurance caps, and for the
fact the bill hasn't been properly debated or even scored by the CBO. Please, do your jobs and work to support
ALL Americans and vote against this legislation,

-Nils
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Charlotte Glover ~>
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:49 AM

To: gchcommenqts
Subject: Opposition to Graham/Cassidy Bill
Hello,

Thank you for reading. I cannot understand how this bill is good for anyone. Millions will lose their insurance
and critical, life-saving treatments will be out of reach. What about your kids? Your loved ones? Does any of
them have pre-existing conditions? Can you imagine any one of them not having insurance? Again, I do
appreciate your reading and I hope that you staunchly oppose this bill.

Thank you,

Charlotte Glover
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chris Flygare~
Sent: Saturday, Septembe¥ 23, 2017 1:05 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Your Bill Is Really Bad -- What Are You Thinking?

Hello Sirs (and Madams?, seems like there are mostly Sirs over there),

As someone who is living with Multiple Sclerosis, your bill is a direct threat to me and my ability to afford my
medications. It threatens my whole family. As someone who cares about more Americans having health care
coverage, your bill is confusing to me, as it will adversely affect vulnerable elders, children, and the
economically disadvantaged. It will also actually make premiums go up for most people, which is the opposite
of what you are saying/selling on, which seems like a bad long-term plan when people figure that out. Every
major health organization is against this bill, including even insurance agencies, which is quite astounding. I
don't understand what you bill is even trying to accomplish besides just sticking your nose to former-president
Obama and Democrats. That seems kind of pathetic, and hurtful to the people who have entrusted you to do our
bidding, to make our live better, not more fraught with anxiety about out health security.

How far are you willing to go for the Koch Brothers? History will judge you accordingly. Please do the right
thing and make normal people's lives easier.

Thanks,
Chris
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

&

From: Lesley Boyland

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1.03 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

| urge you to strike down the hastily-proposed and ill-conceived Graham-Cassidy Bill, because it would adversely
affect millions of Americans. Recently | was encouraged to hear of a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it — please continue this for the good of the nation rather than rushing headlong on purely political
grounds to overturn the sys}g:‘m if“place.

Sgd
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Dowq
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:52 AM

To: gghcomments
Subject: health care

As | understand it, the Graham Cassidy bill is yet another attempt to repeal the ACA with no valid or valuable alternative.
A few old men trying to ply power and make some kind of business deal for the benefit of the insurance industry rather
than the citizens that they should be representing. This is devastating to anyone with financial challenges.

This is an amazingly serious issue that needs planning and discussing and negotiating for the benefit of the people and
for the health of our nation.l personally, along with more and more Americans, am in favor of a single payer public
option. Of course we can do this, we should this and the time is now. | am on medicare and have a supplement. This
can work for us all. We should be proud and enthusiastic to finally have a plan, like so many other nations, which will
ensure that we all get the care we need without financial worry. | want my neighbors, the kids in school with my
grandchildren, the people | meet in the community to be well. Can’t we realize that a few more dollars in taxes paid by
everyone will keep everyone from having to pay rising insurance bills, deal with in network doctors, worry that they
won’t be able to pay for necessary care?

A great nation prioritizes health and education.

Susan Dow
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

)
From: Carol O'Hea
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:43 AM
To: gchcomments
Cc: Hurt, Nikki (Markey); Beth_Pearson@markey.senate.gov

Subject: Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a pediatric oncologist who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients. to access the care they need, | write in opposition to
the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has
worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to
achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the
cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Sincerely,
Carol O'Hear, MD/PhD FAAP
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) EE— T —

From: Cate Kurowsky”
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:51 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Medicaid cuts in Grahamélassidy bill

As a family we will be devastated by cuts to Medicaid programs that support our disabled son. These programs
are the only source of support we have for his needs. Please do not cut Medicaid.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

-
P

From: Juliana L'Heur

Sent: Saturday, S@tember 23,2017 1:31 AM :
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy & military families in transition

USMilitary families! When the active duty sponsor is discharged, with less than 20 years service, there is no coverage for
families after the day of the discharge. All military families are in transition to civilian life at this time. These families
frequently have children with pre existing conditions like asthma, juvenile diabetes or heart anomalies. Having access to
quality and affordable health care with insurance is essential while these families settle into civilian life. In fact the
Affordable Care Act is the only way for the families of discharged military (veterans) who leave active duty with less than
20 years of service can afford for their health insurance. Although the discharged military service member can access
the Veteran's Administration, the fact is, their families don't receive this benefit and must rely on buying coverage on
ACA insurance exchanges. Do not repeal the Affordable Care Act! Juliana L'Heureux BS, MHSA, RN (My husband is USN-
Ret)

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: . Indra Le

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:17 AM
To: gchcomments 3
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

%

To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

As a U.S. citizen who still believes in and remains dedicated to the democratic process, | write to express my conviction
that any bill that affects 1/6th of the U.S. economy should only be voted on by the Senate after *thorough*
consideration, debate, and the “regular order” that Senator McCain is calling for. The Graham-Cassidy bill not only
impacts 1/6th of the U.S. economy but also tens of millions of American lives. The attempt to rush it to a vote without
proper vetting and debate makes a mockery of our democracy, and a mockery of our lives. You are elected by voters,
not by the donor class. Pay heed to the massive opposition to this bill — which includes not only the vast majority of
Americans but also virtually every organizational stakeholder in the U.S. healthcare system — and commit to engaging in
the arduous bipartisan process of solving problems for your constituents. Rushing headlong over a cliff that everyone
else can see only sows deeper distrust of our government, which is the last thing we as a country need right now.

Sincerely yours,
Indra Levy

11
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joe Maruca

Sent: - Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:16 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Aloha Senate!

Please do not push for this inadequate bill. 1t is wrong minded and hateful. Only a bi-partisan solution
should be found and passed. respectfully, joe
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

A o M
From: Matt Meigs’
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:09 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy
He"o,

This bill is a horrific miscarriage of the law. The heath and welfare of my fellow citizens is something I will fight for until
the end of time. Vote yes on your own conscience. Trust me; you will be judged.

Xo,
Matt Meigs
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ————————————— e ————

From: john munzer m .
Sent: Saturday, September 23, : K

To: gchcomments
Subject: Medicaid fundin&'saves the government more than it costs.-Stop trying to cut it.

I'm sure you've already had countless e-mails telling you about the ethical reasons not to pass the proposed bill. So I'll instead focus
on one of the many ways that the proposed cuts would cost far more money than they would save.

I make a living working with people who have developmental disabilities. Their services are paid for in large part by Medicaid. I can
tell you this from 17 years of firsthand experience: The idea that if the government stops funding their services, then the country will
somehow save money, is simply untrue.

Certainly their services are expensive. Many live in group homes, and require staff assistance and supervision 24/7. Many more live in -

. foster homes or with their families (augmented by professionals helping them), and likewise require a great deal of assistance and
supervision. Many require a great deal of medical assistance. Many require a great deal of psychiatric support. Many also require
behavior support services - they need a Behavior Specialist like myself to assess the reasons they engage in dangerous behavior and
create a plan to help them learn safe, appropriate ways to meet their needs. And that plan has to change over time, because human
behavior changes over time. All of them need case management to ensure that their services are actually being provided correctly. All
of these things cost money.

But I've seen what happens to these people when they aren't getting enough support from the system.

They end up in the hospital for medical or psychiatric emergencies. That costs the system a lot of money.

They end up using illegal drugs to self-medicate when they can't get the medication they need legally. That costs the system a lot of
money.

They end up in jail because they didn't have sufficient behavior support, or sufficient supervision, to prevent them from doing
something iilegal. That means more money being spent on police, on lawyers, on judges, on prisons, on parole officers... and all of
that comes from tax dollars. That costs the system a lot of money. ‘

Their families stop being able to work, because they have to spend all their time taking care of their kids. Without any money, because
they CAN'T LEAVE THE HOUSE TO GO TO WORK. So people who were productive, tax-paying contributors to the economy end
up needing even MORE government support than they did before. That costs the system a lot of money. .

The other way that cutting services will cost the country is in jobs for the people who provide support.

Foster providers, group home staff and managers, doctors, nurses, behavior consultants, case managers... what will it do to the
economy, and to tax revenue, if the hundreds of thousands of people who make a living providing support suddenly are unemployed?
In an economy where far too many people are already competing for fewer and fewer jobs, is it wise to wipe out an entire industry?
That's what will happen, if these funding cuts are approved. We're already trying to make do with insufficient funding. We already
have a great deal of trouble retaining staff because the pay is so low, and the work is so difficult (and often dangerous as well). Any
further cuts will spell the end. And that means we, who have been productive tax-paying contributors to the economy, would now
require government assistance.

Neither the people we support, nor their needs, nor the families or the professionals who provide their support, will simply disappear
just because the funding does. Their needs will simply increase. And one way or another, that will cost the system far more money.

I understand that there's a lot of pressure to change the system so that government spending and taxes can be decreased. I'm even in
favor of doing so, if there's a practical way to do it. But cutting Medicaid funding isn't the way to do it. It's just not going to work.

Make the fiscally responsible decision. Fund Medicaid properly.

Regards,

John M. Munzer
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) :

From: karen helms >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:31 AM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Support the ACA

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Graham-Cassidy bill, which is a bill that | vehemently oppose. My
husband has medical issues. Without the protections against raising premium rates and out of pocket costs on pre-
existing issues guaranteed by the ACA, my family would be bankrupt. | have devoted my entire professional career as a
woman's health care provider to taking care of women of all economic levels, and 1 can personally attest to the health
benefits of universal coverage for all citizens. The economic and health benefits of preventive health care are well
documented, and the cost of lack of affordable health care for all citizens cannot be underestimated. | strongly
encourage this committee to vote against any repeal of the ACA, and instead to devote bipartisan efforts to strengthen
the life-saving tenets of the ACA and work towards stabilization of the insurance marketplace.



Wright, Kevin (Finance) —

From: Wilhelmina Dixow
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:16 AM

To: ' : gchcomments ,

Subject: No to Trumpcare! -

Don't take away healthcare for millions

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) - ——

From: Roy Edwards

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:14 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy comments

My name is Roy Edwards. My girlfriend was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease two years ago and can no
longer work. She is only 44 years old. My company won't let me put her on my insurance because we are not
married. She now has zero income t"and the only option for her to receive healthcare is through medlcald The
cuts to medicaid included in this bill would end her healthcare and eventually her life.

You want the best care for your loved ones. I am cbmpletely convinced Graham-Cassidy is not the healthcare
you want (members of congress would not be exempt if it was a good system!). It's not the healthcare America
wants.

Please do not pass this horrible bill. It's not good for America.

Thank you.

Roy Edwards

113



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dana Sorvillo
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:18 AM
To: gchcomments %

™

GCHcomments@finance.senate.gov

"It is appalling the Graham-Kennedy Plan does not prevent insurance companies from charging more for pre-existing
conditions or from instituting a lifetime cap. | urge you to consider the opinions of experts including the American
Medical Association, the American Psychiatrft Association (“This bill harms our most vulnerable patients”}, the American
Public Health Association (“Graham-Cassidy would devastate the Medicaid program, increase out-of-pocket costs, and
weaken or eliminate protections for people living with pre-existing conditions”), the National Institute for Reproductive
Health (“the Graham-Cassidy Bill preys on underserved communities ... a clear and present danger”), and Federation of
American Hospitals (“It could disrupt access to health care for millions of the more than 70 million Americans”) and do
not allow this bill in its pr@sgnt form to pass the Senate.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Erin Oliver

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:07 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments For The Record On Cassidy-Grahang Bill

%

Everyone is healthy, until they are not. If this bill goes through, maybe not today, but I will hit that cap on
medicaid and I will have no insurance and I will die. Without coverage for preexisting conditions my father will
die, my mother will die, my brother will die. None of us asked to be asthmatic, my mom certainly did not ask
for MS. I did not ask to be Bipolar, asthmatic, and have Kidney Issues.

My father went to college on a football scholarship out of Muleshoe Texas and became a real estate attorney
for 40 years and just retired. My mother was a teacher who went back to school for two masters and was in
charge of The Education Programs in all of the prisons in New Mexico. She served the N.M State Government
and the people her entire life until she retired. My brother has been a manager at apple for over ten years. [ am
back in school at the age of 37 to better myself, despite making a living as a Doula. We are not drains on the
system. We all pay taxes, but why?

The United States Of America seems to be the only 1st world country that doesn’t think that every citizen
deserves to live. Because that’s what this comes down to life and death. We are a sham of what countries like
France, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, The UK are because they actually care about the quality of life of their
constituents.

Just one month of one of the medications I MUST take everyday costs $500, I would no longer be able to see a
psychiatrist, or psychologist and not being on my medications is a death sentence, it may be asthma that takes
me, but most Bipolar people have a tendency towards suicide if they don’t stay on their meds, which I have for
15 years. So what do you say to the millions of people who suffer from a mental illness NONE of US WANT!
What about the 3 million people who will lose their jobs?

Why is it that every single medical organization and every medicaid state director has come out against this but
Lindsey Graham and Bill Cassidy know better than they do? Without a CBO score, trying to bribe their own
party members to vote for the WORST plan so far.

And by the way, telling Blue States That They Have to Pay for the red states sound an awful lot like
redistribution of wealth, it is also taxation without represenatation. I honestly cannot fathom how a group of
people have gone so far to the right that inevitable death of Vulnerable American Citizens doesn’t make a bit of
difference. The inevitable loss of jobs and likelihood destabilizing of the economy matters less than getting rid
of President Obama’s legacy.

This is hurtful, it is hateful and for those who think they are serving God: Whatever you do to the least of us,
you do to me - It is very unchristian of you. I hope that my life is worth more than a billionaires campaign

contribution.
Shame On You

Erin L Oliver
Founde
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Duncan Teate

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:08 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote No

[ urge the members of the Senate Finance Committee to vote no on Graham Cassidy. It is far to disruptive to
the American health care system. The Senate should resume the bipartisan Alexander-Murray healthcare

process. Incremental improvement, not drastic change, is the way to go.
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VLﬁght, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cele

Sent: Friday, September 22,2017 1:09 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care bill

Please record my voice as one of solid opposition to Graham-Cassidy. | have contacted my senators and asked them to
oppose it as well. | have been the beneficiary of Obamacare provisions and am happy and grateful to have it. | urge you
to vote no. This bill will hurt millions and is not the answer to any fiscal revisions that just be made. Thank you.

Sent from my
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eileen Bugnitz %
Sent: Friday, September 22,2017 12;

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy
Hello,

| am writing to express my feelings about the new bill being proposed to replace the Affordable Care Act.

| think it is a shameful travesty that this new bill is being jammed through Congress without the proper and normal
hearings and procedures deserving of any legislation, specifically something that would have such a huge bearing on not
only the health of this country’s citizens, but also its economy. | feel that Graham-Cassidy would be disastrous for the
people of this country, resulting in unnecessary death, illness and potentially crippling financial debt. Every citizen of this
country is deserving of healthcare. | feel the Graham-Cassidy bill would ultimately deprive millions of this basic right.

t would like to see bi-partisan successful negotiations to amend and improve the ACA proceed as they had been before
they were halted to make way for this highly partisan effort.

Please stop this fatal piece of legislation now before it goes any further. This wonderful country deserves better.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Eileen Bugnitz
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Connie Hillma_>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:.11 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Dear Senators,
I am writing to implore you NOT to vote for the Graham Cassidy healthcare bill! | am a disabled woman who has worked
all my life in the private sector. As a triple amputee, | worked first in financial services, then as a clinical social worker. |

was able to do this only due to great healthcare and coverage for durable medical equipment.

The Graham Cassidy bill would decimate the kind of healthcare that kept me active and employed all my adult life.
PLEASE do not let this bill pass.

Sincerely,
Constance Hillman, LICSW



Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Cortese

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:13 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: CBO, Score for Healthcare Bill?

My family is very concerned about the fact this bill is being put to a vote without a CBO Score and object to this process
so far out of regular order. :

Sent from my iPad



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Prince Whitaker

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:13 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: #voteno

Vote no to GC billl %

lam a 2x cancer fighter and | have many friends in the cancer world. People are fighting for their lives. We do NOT need
to have this anxiety while you play games with our 'life and death'.

Please stop putting your money, greed and corruption ahead of people's lives.. We know that the Koch brothers want
their tax cuts but STOP and look at the real people who will suffer.

The people of the United States see you and what you are doing.

Vote NO!
Allison Carney



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Betty Wilfong

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:17 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

First of all, it is completely irresponsible of Congress to consider a bill that affects millions of Americans
without allowing a full analysis of how it will impact its citizens!

And this bill, which will remove the protection of not being denied coverage or being charged prohibitively
high insurance premiums due to pre-existing conditions is indefensible! Anyone who has had cancer, or a heart
attack, or diabetes, or asthma risks being priced out of insurance coverage!

The point of insurance--how it works for homes and automobiles--is for everyone to buy in and the cost of
paying out is spread across many insurance holders. I may never need to use my car insurance, but my premium
goes toward paying for someone else's accident. But the reverse could be just as true, my neighbor might never
has an accident but I could.

Why don't the supposedly intelligent members of Congress understand this?

And how can they be so heartless as to take blithely take away the health care coverage of millions of people?
I am very angry at the way the current Congress ignores the needs of anyone who isn't wealthy!

The Graham Cassidy bill must not be passed!

Sincerely,

Elizabeth S Wilfong

Chicago IL ‘



VWright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Charles R Pikcunas—
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:17 AM

To: gchcomments ’

Subject: Repéalof ACA

I am 65 and my wife is 61. We are both in good health with no disqualifying pre-existing conditions.

However, without the ACA subsidy and Medicare, we would be paying over $24,000/year for medical insurance which is
insane.

Repealing the ACA and limiting Medicare and Medicaid coverage will only inflate that number more.

Medicare for All as a Social Safety Net is needed. Insurance companies will still sell excess coverage policies like
Medicare Supplemental C and D plus contract with the Government to administer the claims process, so they will not be
cut out of the system.

But to repeal the ACA and block grant the money (scheduled to decline annually) is just irresponsible, especially since
the States do not have the infrastructure to manage this new responsibility.

Plus, we would then see an internal migration of citizens to States with better and cheaper benefits. Medical coverage
should be location neutral and this plan will just encourage the opposite.

Thank you for your time. | wish that | could testify before the Committee in person but travel from Hawaii to DC will rival
the cost of my monthly insurance premiums.

Please vote NO.

Charles R Pikcunas
Attorney at Law

S
Hawi, P USA
N



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: HJAles

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:45 AM
To: gchcomments »
Subject: Health Care ’

PLEASE VOTE NO against the new attack on the Affordable Health Care plan! This new health care plan in the works is an
insult to every American citizen in need of affordable health care! When 1 was let go from my job due to a work related
injury, they offered me Cobra insurance for close to $400.00 a month! And when | worked at Walmart, they cut our
hours so that we would not be eligible for their health care plan. | went for 3 years without any insurance before | was
enrolled in the AHC plan. It saddens me to think that our citizens with health issues have to be worried about loosing
their health care. Even something as simple as a sinus infection can be tragic for a lower income family or seniorson a
fixed income. Even with AHC and disability payments,my husband and | owe thousands of out of pocket expenses to our
Doctors and hospital. My husband has many hereditary health issues and is on disability. He was all but fired from his full
time job due to his diabetes. They told him that he could come back to work “ when he got better”. He has tried to find
work that he can do, but employers are worried about hiring him due to his health and his age of 61. We all know
employers aren’t supposed to discriminate against an applicant due to their age. But we know first hand that they do!

Taking away affordable health care for low income citizens is going to cause grief, stress and deaths! President Trump
has to be stopped in his war on affordable health care! Please vote NO!

Holly Alessi

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alison Mandaville

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:46 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Graham- Cassidy Bill

Dear Congress, 3

I write to let you know that as a voter from a conservative California region (Central Valley), even
Republication voters do not want this bill to pass. It leaves health care for poor and vulnerable elders, children,
and the disabled subject to whims of state governments who do not have the wherewithal to just "create a plan.'
This pan penalizes the states that actually worked hard to get folks on insurance -- and would result in many of
those folks losing their insurance, and many others paying prices they cannot afford.

We want bipartisan work on health care. We do not want our health care to be a sacrifice for a partisan politics

win

Trump was elected to make deals. Make some actual deals. That is, with and for the American people, alll of
them, not for your political cache.

Please vote no on this bill.
Sincerely,

Alison Mandaville
Fresno, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Kim Foye (i

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:47 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on Graham-Cassidy

My mother-in-law has advanced MS. Her monthly treatments to slow this hor#ible disease's progression would cost over
$18,000 per month without her ACA coverage and Medicaid expansion. Your bill would likely end her benefits, price her
out of coverage (because MS!), and bankrupt her before it kills her. Her life is literally in your hands.

£
Shame on you for looking for political gains at the cost of American's lives!

This bill is an abomination and needs to die the quick that death Senators Graham and Cassidy are hoping thousands
American's will. End this debacle and kill the bill! It's morally corrupt and fiscally idiotic.

Kim Foye
Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rose Benning_>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:.53 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA
g
Dear Sir,
Vote No!l!!

We the people of the United States of‘America are tired of you in Washington D C screwing with our right to life and our
pursuits to happiness. | am 49 yrs old and a disabled gal who with this vote you will make my rights nullified. For|am
only one of many who are a blessed as you and your family when it comes to $$ and good health. Neither have | always
suffered on "the less then" side of these "American rights". At one point in my life | had the "American Dream". | had a
job making over $50,000 per yr, married to my high school sweetie and had two beautiful kids. Not to mention the
material stuff like a house, nice cars and a savings account. But what turned out to be the most important thing | had
then was my health insurance. The company | worked for had a great benefit program. That same company today, after
my accident leading to my inability to work. That company no longer offers that benefit package. In fact most
employees can only work part time. | had life threatening injuries which | will never recover from completely. So I'm .
now a disabled single adult gal who can't sustain my health with this deal your trying to sneak past us at last minute.
This deal has had no public comment hearings. It's had no CBO accounting review for effects to people like me. Now
why did my company and myself fight so hard all those years to protect my right to health and happiness, for you to go
and screw it all up again. | may just die this time?? I'm sorry sir, but I've got a prayers to say.

God the father, please show us we all matter to this senator. Keep him from passing any legislation which put my health
care at risk and more costly. | already struggle to get the care | should with Medicaid. Lord can you imagine??? Where
would | get the $$$???? What would | do with cuts to my healthcare coverage that my government has helped to
protect me??? Now this man wants to take it away?? Lord please talk to his soul? Tell him he's got plenty of power and
ego where he's at already. He doesn't have to risk my life or anyone else's. Help him to see the truth, please lord.

Peace Be W/You
Rose
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Caryn Avery P
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:54 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: This bill will hugg my patients o

I am a hospital-based pediatrician in Washington state.

This dangerous bill will hurt my patients, many of whom have complex medical needs (through no fault of their
own) and rely on Medicaid.

My professional society, the American Association of Pediatrics, opposes it because we know it will lead to
harm and heartache. It's cruel to play politics with children's health.

I oppose this bill on behalf of my patients and their families who shouldn't have to choose between bankruptcy
and their children's health or lives.

Dr. Caryn Avery, MD, FAAP
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Malia McColliste

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:56 AM

To: gchcomments §
Subject: RE: Health Care Law

Y

To the committee,

My name is Malia McCollister. I am a concerned citizen from Portland, OR, zip code-Tm writing in because the proposed
Graham-Cassidy legislation would be disastzous for Americans in need of health care solutions. It would devastate medicaid, destroy
protections for pre-existing conditions, st Americans millions of jobs, and devastate rural hospitals. I'm upset that senators are trying
to rush this legislation in a reckless and partisan manner, ignoring procedure and deliberation in a way that undermines the
foundations of our democracy. This issue is important to me because 1 am currently a recipient of medicaid through the Oregon Health
Plan. As a student who cannot afford the university's health care, having coverage through medicaid with the Oregon Health Plan is
critical to me. I have a number of conditions that require treatment including asthma, chronic migraines, and depression. Without the
existence and ;f;/;{gbl‘t of medicaid, 1 would have very drastic and potentially life threatening health issues. 1 implore the committee,

At large, to reject this wrongheaded legislation.

and the senate
Sincegely,
Malia McCollister
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: sue Scarlett Montgomer{j NN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:00 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Behave!

Koch money? We gotta compete with-och money?

Universal Healthcare for All, NOW!!!

Ssm

Sent from inner space
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: A Sandy Rock

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:06 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/ Cassidy bill NO!!

This bill is absurd. The Republicans are interested in only adding to their coffers and not in assuring adequate,
much less excellent, healthcare to Americans. NO to the Graham Cassidy bill!!!

Nothing exists except atoms and empty space; everything else is just opinion.” —Democritus of Abdera
Dictated on and sent from my iPhone 6

Vs
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gabe Arquilevich ”
Sent: Friday, September 22,7017 2:10 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO REPEAL OF OBAMACARE!!

The Cassidy-Graham bill is opposed by almost every medical and patient group across the country, not to mention
insurers as well. It’s beguiling that our elected officials cannot simply repair what doesn’t work with Obamacare.’

NO to Cassidy-Graham!!!!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Harvey Leff

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:12 AM
To: gchcomments

Cc: Ellen Leff

Subject: ACA Protections for Health Insurance

5 Y

Three of our four grown children have medical pre-conditions and fortunately, have been able to get insurance
under the ACA. Without the safeguards of the ACA, they would be unable to receive the healthcare they need.
This could become a matter of life vs. death. Please maintain all protections of the ACA and focus on
containing medical and pharmaceutical costs. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Harvey & Ellen Leff

~ o~ o~

Harvey & Ellen Leff

Portland, O R

~ o~ o~
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kimber Morris“>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:13 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Fighting a rare lung cancer

Hello,

My name is Kim Morris. I'm currently fighting Stage IV Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer with an ALK mutation that has
metastasized to my liver, brain and bones. The medication that helps me fight this cancer costs 8,000 dollars per month.
If the pre-existing conditions mandate is rescinded, | will have to make a grave choice: go bankrupt or die. | cannot
believe | have to fight this cancer in order to live AND the republicans in the senate IN ORDER TO LIVE. Have you ever
had to make the choice between living and dying? The republicans in the senate are prepared to do just that. It is
unacceptable. Stop the Graham-Cassidy bill immediately. American lives and my life depends on it.

Kim Morris

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: dizzyg 197“>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Cc: : ASlavitt@finance.senate.gov
Subject: GCH Comments

I had a pre-existing condition since the day I was born! Despite that, I served this great country in the US Army
Reserves (Quartermaster) and the US Navy (Advanced Electronic Computer Field). I worked as an EMT and
Paramedic for 17 years. I've spent my entire adult life serving my country and my community.

None of that would have been possible if my health insurance was raised due to pre-existing conditions. I have
been uninsured for a time, and my health suffered significantly. I am now unable to work. Without the VA, I

would probably be dead! Many Americans have given to this country and do not have VA healthcare to fall
back on.

Killing Americans is decidedly un-American. I hope you consider how many millions of Americans you would
be killing if this unethical and immoral bill is signed into law.

Kristi Kalis
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Kaasa”
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:23 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO on Graham Cassidy.

3
Hello,

| am writing to express my deep hope that the newest version of the ACA repeal will receive a clear and sensible NO vote.

There is no denying that the health care si?stem in this country is not serving most well. 1t is obviously a big job, and | am
pleased that the government is poised to take it on, but it need to be a bi-partisan effort with new ideas from all sides.
There must be a solution that preserves care for folks with preexisting conditions, protects the most vulnerable, and
promotes healthy living for allAmericans.

The current Graham Cassidy version is not the way to go.

Thank you,
Rebecca Kaasa, South Pasadena CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sheree Johnso

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:26 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare is life care

Before the ACA | was in debt due to medical expenses related to'a pre-existing condition. Although | worked full-time
professional wage job, which offered health insurance, my insurance was allowed to not cover me. It's outrageous since
| was paying for something that was not there when I needed it and was in a perpetual pit of debt. ACA took that
problem away. Now I'm older and have children, I'm more concerned than ever that Graham-Cassidy will push me and
my family over the edge, and for what, so that rich men can be richer?! This bill helps no one but billionaires. No one is
fooled by this terrible bill. STOP PLAYING WITH MY FAMILY'S HEALTH AND WEALTH!!!!

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Margaret Johnson—
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:26 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: GCHcomments

I3

I support the Affordable Care Act. I worked as a Covered California Enrollment Counselor for two years and
signed up hundreds of Californians fa either an insurance policy or Medi-Cal. Some people cried in my office
when they finally had health insurance for the first time in their lives. Others told me they hugged strangers
after they left my office. A young woman with a student visa received coverage despite having a previously
uninsurable chronic condition. One person had been burned over 70% of his body and also found coverage
through the ACA.

CBS reported that the Kaiser Foundation completed a survey post-November 8 election where 30% wanted to
expand the ACA, 19% wanted to keep as is, 17% wanted to scale back and 26% wanted repeal ACA.

http://kff.org/health-reform/press-release/after-the-election-the-public-remains-sharply-divided-on-future-of-
the-affordable-care-act/.

A Républican congresswoman’s twitter survey found that a majority of her respondents favor the
ACA http:/finance.yahoo.com/news/republican-congresswomans-twitter-poll-obamacare-205625592 .html.

An Urban Institute report found that the cost of so-called uncompensated care sought from hospitals and doctors
would equal $1.7 trillion over a decade—3$1.1 trillion more than if the Affordable Care Act was kept in
place. https://www.yahoo.com/news/m/99322533-07a2-3ef2-8744-ddd3e584826f/ss_a-new-%241-trillion-

medical.html

And lastly, under ACA, personal bankruptcies have gone down.
https://qz.com/1043627/personal-bankruptcies-are-down-50-in-the-us-thanks-obamacare/

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: beth porc

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:22 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

.. -

2 ..
Millions of people will lose coverage, thousands will die. Please think of the human beings you affect with
this disastrous bill, and do not let ACA be repealed. Women's health and reproductive care, pre-existing
conditions, mental health care, prenatal and well-baby care, all of these important and necessary
coverages will be hurt by this bill.

Blue Cross Blue Shield Association, America’s Health Insurance Plans, the American Medical Association,
the American Hospital Association, AARP, the American Cancer Society, nurses groups and other providers
of care, as well as the Governors of many states, and a lot of people who will be affected, are all opposed
to this bill.

We need to protect ACA and expand Medicare, so that every American has the safety net of Good Health.
Healthy people that don't have to worry about paying for unforseen medical expenses, are more
productive and help create an expanding economy, which will benefit everyone.

Please do not let this bill pass. Too many people will be negatively affected for this to happen.

Thank you.

A Concerned Citizen
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: I
Sent: . €riday, September 22, 2017 2:32 AM
To: gchcomments

My name is Eric Chaney and I would like my comment on record

[ am a small business owner in Bellevue, WA. I do financial planning for individuals and families. My business
is going very well. So well I brought on a partner last year to handle the additional work load.

I am married and have two children 18 and 13

Both of my children and I have pre-existing conditions.

But that's okay, because of the ACA I was able to buy individual health insurance for my whole family.

I recently had open-heart surgery to correct my pre-existing condition. The total for this procedure was
$238K. Without the ACA, I would either be working as an employee at a company with group benefits or
bankrupt.

My oldest son is autistic and has the same heart condition I do. He will need the same surgery that [ will in the
next several years.

By repealing the the ACA you are forcing me to make the following choice

1. Sell my share of the business and go get a job somewhere

2. Move to a civilized country like Canada or England where we don't have to worry about being able to receive
affordable care

3. Go bankrupt

I cannot pre-load half a million dollars into a health savings account to pay for impending medical

procedures. What kind of country would force someone in my situation to make any of these choices? Have
we no shame?

Please do not repeal the ACA. Fix it! It has flaws, I deal with clients every day that have challenges with the
ACA. However, several have been able to retire before 65 solely because of the ACA. They now live in fear
that they'll have to go back to work in order to avoid the risk of lack of coverage for their own pre-existing
conditions.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ]

Sent: Friday, Septergber 22,2017 2:33 AM
To: gchcomments’
Subject: RE: Graham Cassidy hearing

My name is Eric Chaney and I would like my comment on record

I am a small business owner in Bellevue, WA. I do financial planning for individuals and families. My business
is going very well. So well I brought on a partner last year to handle the additional work load.

I am married and have two children 18 and 13

Both of my children and I have pre-existing conditions.

But that's okay, because of the ACA I was able to buy individual health insurance for my whole family.

I recently had open-heart surgery to correct my pre-existing condition. The total for this procedure was
$238K. Without the ACA, I would either be working as an employee at a company with group benefits or
bankrupt.

My oldest son is autistic and has the same heart condition I do. He will need the same surgery that I will in the
next several years.

By repealing the the ACA you are forcing me to make the following choice

1. Sell my share of the business and go get a job somewhere

2. Move to a civilized country like Canada or England where we don't have to worry about being able to receive
affordable care

3. Go bankrupt

I cannot pre-load half a million dollars into a health savings account to pay for impending medical

procedures. What kind of country would force someone in my situation to make any of these choices? Have
we no shame?

Please do not repeal the ACA. Fix it! It has flaws, I deal with clients every day that have challenges with the
ACA. However, several have been able to retire before 65 solely because of the ACA. They now live in fear
that they'll have to go back to work in order to avoid the risk of lack of coverage for their own pre-existing
conditions.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michael Gordon—

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:34 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Cassidy/Graham

This unpatriotic and selfish bill will leave millions without healthcare coverage. Where is the debate, the CBO score, the

bipartisan dialogue?

This bill will impact 1/6 of the U.S. é‘-é“dnomy and nearly all Americans, one way or the other - badly. You know this does
not serve the American people.

THIS is the time for Country over Party. Don't hurt us. We will never forget, nor will history.
Do your jobs.

Michael Gordon
Oceanside, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: klarss

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:35 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Trash Republican's "so called" health care bill

How can republicans gamble once again with people’s lives and sell it as an improvement.

| am enraged and insulted that they do not even know what it is supposed to do. | took the time to dig into it..why can’t
they and their staff do the same?

To watch them stand in front of a camera and lie, lie, lie and assume we are stupid enough to believe them is insulting.
But here is the kicker: When they stop lying, they say they support this travesty of a bill because they promised their
voters they would kill Obama care. i.e. they are afraid to loose votes....they would rather put at risk the health of their
constituents than loose a vote.

WHEN WILL THEY FIGURE OUT THAT WHEN THEIR VOTERS HAVE TO LIVE WITH THIS BILL, THEIR VOTES ARE HISTORY!?!
What they will be left with is an enraged public which will guarantee that the next plan we get is single-payer.

REPUBLICANS...YOU ARE LOOSING THE TRUST OF YOUR VOTERS BY ACTING LIKE SNAKE OIL SALESMEN!

KATHERINE LARSSON

MARION, 1Y
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: James Benjamin

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:36 AM

To: gchcomments '

Subject: Against Graham-Cassidy bill to repeal the ACA

To whom it may concern:

I have been following the news rqgar"ding health care with great interest since the start of the year. Obviously, I
have plenty of reasons to be worried whenever the topic of ACA repeal comes around.

I remember what health coverage was like during the bad old days before the ACA went into effect. That might
not have seemed like a big thing as I was a young healthy adult. However, I am married to someone who has
cerebral palsy. I fell in love with her long before I had an inkling that I lived in a society that would consider it
okay to punish people who fall in love and marry people who have pre-existing conditions. And yet, the love of
my life is just such a person. She is high functioning given her condition. When we were both young, she could
run - with a bit of limp, skate, ride horses, and so on. She was and still is fiercely independent.

One thing I learned from my in-laws was that insuring her was a nightmare. I noticed that as well as we both
went through college together, and later on when I landed my first full-time job. I got my health coverage
immediately. We had to wait for hers to kick in, because insurance companies had the power to do so. As it
turned out, the plan my work gave us had lifetime caps, and was really useful for covering head colds and little
else. When my wife broke a kneecap in 2003, we learned the hard way that our coverage was almost worthless,
and before long we were buried in bills without any hope of paying with my modest income. The thought of
choosing between repairing her knee enough to walk or eating seemed insane to us, but there we were. We
declared bankruptcy after a futile attempt to pay what we could. If any of you have experienced bankruptcy or
know someone who has, I can tell you that one never truly recovers from the experience, even a decade later
when the record of the bankruptcy rolls off the credit reports. But at least she could walk, and do all the things
that were of value to her.

At my current job, the health coverage was not much better at first. And then the ACA reforms kicked in.
Overnight, the lifetime caps went away. The pre-existing condition discrimination went away. We had a
deductible that made sense to us, and actually had a sensible limit in terms of how much we would be required
to pay out of pocket. That did not really matter much at first. And then in February of last year, my wife took a
fall while I was at work. When I came home for lunch, she was on the floor unable to move. By the time we got
her to a doctor, and had x-rays done, it was obvious she had a broken hip and would require hip replacement
surgery. After surgery, she had a mini-stroke (as the doctors called it) that affected the vision in her good eye.
To recover, she would require over a week of inpatient care at the hospital, and then about a month and a half of
inpatient care at a rehab facility. She would also require another month and a half of outpatient rehab and some
specialized equipment like a forearm crutch. As you can imagine, all of that could be prohibitively expensive. In
fact, when our kids - all of whom lived through the bankruptcy and its aftermath - heard the news about their
mom's broken hip, the first question I was asked was if we would lose our house. As stressed out as I was about
her immediate situation, it was a relief to be able to reassure our kids that we would not lose our house and
mean it. We would not be forced into another bankruptcy and living in unsafe circumstances. We'd have a few
bills, but I could already project what the payments would look like and they were doable. We are about to pay
off the last of the bills as I write this. I reassured our kids that all we had to do and all my wife had to do was to
focus on her recovery and nothing else. And recover she did. As of now, my wife is able to walk unassisted
most of the time and has regained most of her vision in her good eye. She has regained most of her
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independence and is within reach of regaining the rest of her independence. It has been a long struggle.
Thankfully, we chose well when we put the down payment on our current house - it had been remodeled for a
person with a disability and it has been an ideal place for her to regain her balance and her confidence. And
thanks to changes in how mental health is covered (due to ACA), we have received the counseling we've needed
individually and as a family as we have learned to adjust to this particular chapter in our lives. If we were living
in the bad old days before ACA, I honestly do not know if my wife would have been allowed to recover. Would
she be stuck in one of our town's dive motels in a wheelchair and barely able to see? Would our kids still have
dreams of going to college? Would our family unit have survived another bankruptcy? Would we have been
punished simply because we are of modest means and I happened to fall in love with someone who faces the
challenges of a disability, yet is so full of life and love? One more thing - a former student and someone I now
count on as a friend had an ovarian cyst that went undiagnosed until she and her husband qualified for coverage
under the ACA. She received her surgery in the nick of time. Had she waited much longer, given the
complications she was experiencing, she would have died. Instead, just days after my wife was admitted to the
hospital, my friend and her husband treated my family to dinner in order to comfort us during our difficult time.
That friendship is worth more than any tax cut, or any dollar amount.

[ share this personal story because I know that you all should have access to the facts and figures I see reported
in the news. I could write about those, and while those certainly impact me - my work involves me instructing
others how to compute and consume statistical information - those may not be of much interest to those
motivated to ignore them. I could go on about how my state, which opted for Medicaid expansion, would be
hurt by Graham-Cassidy. My state is not the only one that would be hurt. And that pain would be felt by those
most vulnerable - the poor and middle classes. I could talk about that, and I wonder if it would matter. So
instead, I share with you something deeply personal to me, because the ACA may well have made the
difference between life and death for a friend and certainly made the difference between my wife recovering as
fully as possible and merely lingering with a highly diminished quality of life. I used to believe that one of the
things that made our country exceptional was that our leaders were willing to expand its citizens' rights to a
better quality of life - sometimes reluctantly - but to improve our quality of life nonetheless. Lately I have begun
to question whether our leaders still have that necessary moral compass to at minimum maintain the current
quality of life our citizens have, let alone look for ways to genuinely empower us to have a better life, and for
our kids to look forward to a brighter future. I tell you our personal story because I hope that enough of you still
have enough of a moral compass to do the right thing by those of us who have worked long hours and
sacrificed, played by the rules, and who just happen to be imperfectly human - disabilities and all. I hope our
lives matter enough that our leaders - you - will call off the ACA repeal plans and focus instead on reforms to
stabilize the insurance markets. I hope our lives matter enough that you would see clear to not impose the pre-
ACA nightmare on us once more.

Do the right thing. Vote no on Graham-Cassidy. Our country deserves so much better. My wife and I would
certainly sleep better.

Thank you for your consideration.

Arlin James Benjamin
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Katherine Larsson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:41 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: TRASH REPUBLICAN'S SO-CALLED "HEALTH CARE" BILL!!!

How can republicans gamble once again with people’s lives and sell it as an improvement.

I am enraged and insulted that they do not even know what it is supposed to do. | took the time to dig into it...why can’t
they and their staff do the same?

To watch them stand in front of a camera and lie, lie, lie and assume we are stupid enough to believe them is insulting.
But here is the kicker: When they stop lying, they say they support this travesty of a bill because they promised their
voters they would kill Obama care. i.e. they are afraid to loose votes....they would rather put at risk the health of their
constituents than loose a vote.

WHEN WILL THEY FIGURE OUT‘T,HAT WHEN THEIR VOTERS HAVE TO LIVE WITH THIS BILL, THEIR VOTES ARE HISTORY!?!
What they will be left with is an enraged public which will guarantee that the next plan we get is single-payer.
REPUBLICANS...YOU ARE LOOSING THE TRUST OF YOUR VOTERS BY ACTING LIKE SNAKE OIL SALESMEN!

KATHERINE LARSSON

MARION, ILdIIED



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lara Moore{ NP -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:45 AM
To: gchcomments A
Subject: Graham-Cassidy comment

To whom it may concern,

I oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson. Millions are likely to lose access to healthcare if this bill passes;
since I'm on the Medicaid expansion, I'm one of them. The loss of pre-existing conditions and premium hike
protections would easily block me out and price me out of other forms of insurance. I'm on several non-optional
medications that require regular doctor's appointments, and losing Medicaid would put my health and life at
risk.

I'm only one of the tens of millions likely to be in a similar spot on healthcare. This doesn't count the millions
that will lose jobs, or the impact that the national economy will feel. It's hard to know how bad this will be
without proper vetting by the Congressional Budget Office before there is likely to be a vote - which is so
unprofessional that the lack of CBO score alone should disqualify this bill from even making it to the floor of
the Senate - but to say that it will be bad dramatically understates the matter.

There is nothing about this bill I support. I want Congress to scrap it completely and work on bipartisan
measures to stabilize the Affordable Care Act. Judging by polls, it's what the American people want, too.

Sincerely,
Lara Moore

.
Sparks, NVl



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elsa Peterson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:45 AM
To: gchcomments *
Subject: Graham-Cassidy must not pass

2
A

I am a voter and a health insurance customer with grave concerns about the proposed Graham-Cassidy health
care bill. As a small business owner, I’ve always had to buy my own insurance and I’ve experienced the reality
of being excluded because of a pre-existing condition. This happened when I was in my 30s and in good health,
but I had had a benign polyp. When I was denied insurance I called the state insurance commissioner and I was
told “they don’t have to insure you, and they don’t have to give you a reason.”

The ACA provides peace of mind that no one can be turned down for having a pre-existing condition. This in
tandem with the individual mandate makes the system work.

Graham-Cassidy would return us to the days when people like me can be turned down for insurance, and it
would fragment the insurance market even more than it currently is by giving each state way too much power
over how health insurance is made available to people living in that state.

Analysis that I’ve read indicates as many as 30 million Americans would lose their health insurance under
Graham-Cassidy. Furthermore, you are not even allowing time for a CBO assessment. This is madness. The
bill must not pass. Instead, please return to regular order and work out a bill that retains the best of the ACA
and improves the areas where it can use improvement.

Sincerely,

Elsa Peterson Obuchowski

Norwalk, CT-



Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: David William

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:46 AM
To: gchcomments S
Subject: Pre-existing conditions are immoral

This bill is not the solution. Fix what is broken. Look to other countries for models that work.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: N

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:47 AM
To: gchcomments 3

Subject: Do NOT Repeal the ACA

Please do NOT repeal the Affordable Care Act. The replacement plan is inadequate.
Thank you.
Nancy Cardozo

[
Brooklyn, N Yl



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

No score, no bill!

Julie B

Friday, September 22, 2017 2:57 AM
gchcomments

CBO score for GC bill?



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Erfert Fenton

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:57 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy comments

I have several pre-existing conditions. I am self-employed. If G-C passes, I will be unable to afford health
insurance. If I don't die in short order, I will likely become a financial burden for someone or something -- most
likely by repeatedly visiting hospital emergency rooms. Is that a financially sound plan? I don't think so. It's a
callous way to bring untold misery to poor (and middle class) Americans.

Graham-Cassidy is a terrible idea, and seems to be mainly about erasing "Obamacare."

Erfert Fenton
Los Gatos, CA



Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ellen white (NN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:05 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Statement for the SFC hearing

I am writing because of my deep concern about the Graham-Cassidy bill, which will decimate millions of
Americans unnecessarily, and God only knows how many will actually die for no reason.

Before the ACA, I had what is now known as "junk insurance." I suffered an injury, and it destroyed me
financially. Years later, I am still trying to catch up from all of those terrible medical bills. With the ACA,
people no longer have to worry about that.

Yes, the ACA needs to be fixed. First--and most importantly--we need a government option. Health insurance
simply should not be a for-profit enterprise. Second, the narrow networks need to be expanded. Third, the out-
of-pocket costs and deductibles must be lowered to a level normal people can actually afford.

The Graham-Cassidy Bill will kill people, and bankrupt millions more. These constant "let repeal and not
actually replace Obamacare!" assaults by Congress have been terrorizing Americans for months now. I have
many friends who actually cry about this, because they suffer from pre-existing conditions, and know that they
will not survive without treatment. I am one of millions who has lost many nights of sleep to worrying about
what I will do if Congress snatches my healthcare away.

This is gn atrocity,
Sincerely,

Ellen White
New York



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynne HugheF
Sent: Friday, September 22, 12:48 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

I am a Truncus Arteriosus survivor. | am thirty-four years old, I've had multiple open heart surgeries, and will require a
lifetime of care and intervention.

Being financially privileged, it doesn't so much matter to me if states allow the waivers enabling insurance companies to
discriminate against people with congenital heart defects.

I'll be able to afford health insurance no matter the premium, no matter the lifetime cap, no matter the cost.

With every test, every surgery, every prick of the needle, I've told myself that being among the first people to reach
adulthood with Truncus is worth it, if it means making things a little easier for the children who also have my condition.

| am writing because | am fighting for my friend Hank, a little boy with Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome.
And | am fighting for my friend Judabh, a little boy with Truncus Arteriosus, who almost died on the operating table.

Hank and Judah have spent every single day of their lives fighting, just to stay alive. They will reach adulthood, and the
Republican Party believes it's acceptable for them to have to worry about medical bankruptcy.

This healthcare bill does not make it easier for the children who also have Truncus Arteriosus.

I know Republicans like to say "no child will be denied care." But children with Truncus Arteriosus grow up to be adulits
with Truncus Arteriosus.

The Children's Hospital Association, Blue Cross Blue Shield, and the American Heart Association have all come out
against this bill. These are all groups that i rely on for patient advocacy.

The single greatest threat to my existence, the single greatest threat to Judah's existence and to Hank's existence, isn't
terrorism. It isn't illegal immigrants.

The single greatest threat to our lives is the Graham Cassidy bill, backed by the Republican Party, who holds us in such
contempt that they won't even allow one public hearing.

Well, I'm here to tell the Republican Party-- hell knows no fury like the fury of congenital heart defect survivors.

We've been fighting our whole damn lives, and if the Republican Party comes after us, they should know:

49



We're literal warriors. We have more physical battle scars than any of the Republican legislatures crafting this bill.

We're the super heroes of the real world.

i ]

And if they come after us, if they come after our friends; we'll fight back.
Don't believe me?

Ask Congressman Tim Murphy how Mondays with Murphy came to be. Ask him how it came to be that he has three
challengers for the first time in two election cycles.

Because the answer is this:
It started with me.
And I'm not done fighting.

Regards,
Lynne Hughes

Lynne Hughes
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lex Friedman
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:47 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Re: GrahamCassidy

Please do not allow this bill to go forward. It is irresponsible in literally every way. It is immoral, it is not

economically sound, and it is careless. o

No one will win here.

Lex Friedman
Citizen
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mrs O *
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1248 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: GrahamCassidy

This is grossly cruel and obscenely rotten legislation that will ultimately tank the insurance industry and kill millions of
our most vulnerable citizens. Have you no humanity? No decency? I'm sodiilllliPdone with the GOP after all these
shady shenanigans. Why are our elected officials trying so desperately to kill millions upon millions of our citizens?
Either FIX THE ACA or go SINGLE PAYER

Sent from my iPhone

B
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pat

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:42 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Kill the Graham so called health care bill, not us!

kg

Kill this bill. It is irresponsible and immoral. People will die without basic health care.
Pat Langley

Athens IL (R
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ryan Osbor

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:45 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Statement for SFC Hearing on Monday

This statement sums up what every American is dealing with the repeal of ACA. From a friend.

Chairman Hatch, Senator Wyden, and members of the committee,

I'm writing you with regards to the Graham -Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal. Like millions of Americans, a pre-existing
condition made it nearly impossible for me obtain useable health care coverage before the implementation of the
Affordable Care Act. Access to affordable coverage didn't just improve my quality of life. it resulted in a significant
increase in my personal income and the ability for my wife and | to buy a home.

{ was born in Ohio with a birth defect that requires me to wear a prosthetic - a glass eye. Technically, this counts as a
pre-existing condition, although the only real hardship my disability causes is that | over-pay for 3D movies that | can't
really enjoy. It's recommended | replace the prosthetic every 4-7 years, and a new eye would cost me roughly $3500

out of pocket. In other words, my pre-existing condition would cost my insurance company roughly $60/month if they

paid market prlces which is never the case.

Because of this pre-eX|st|ng condition, | was denied health insurance on my employer's plans from 2004-2014. For a
brief period of time while living in Ohio, | was eligible for an employer's high-deductible plan, but the associated costs
meant that a simple physical cost me as much as | was making in a week.

In 2009, | moved from Ohio to California to pursue work during the recession. In 2014, | had usable health insurance
for the first time in a decade. In April of 2015, | saw a doctor for the first time in years. In May of 2015, | was
hospitalized.

I've dealt with depression my entire adult life. Unlike my birth defect, this pre-existing condition has a real and tangible
effect on my day to day life. Shortly after discussing this with a doctor for the first time since high school, | was
admitted for in-patient mental health care on a doctor's recommendation after reacting poorly to the first antidepressant
| was prescribed. '

The week | spent in the hospital was one of the best things that's ever happened to me. Close observation meant that
we were able to find a medication that worked for me. The impact this treatment has had on my life is undeniable. My
income now is more than triple what it was in 2014, and my wife and | were recently able to afford our first home.
That's the effect that $20 worth of medication every month had on my life.

When | look back on the ten years | went without health coverage, I'm incredibly saddened. | wonder where | would be
in my life if I'd had access to the care | needed when | was 22, and not when | was 32. Right now, there are recent
grads from UC San Diego and Ohio State that are in the same position | was. The difference is that they have access
to care, and no minor birth defect can take that away. Their potentlal is so much greater than mine, simply because of
their access to care.

Senators, | implore you to reject this bill. Its passage and implementation will cause irreparable hardship to your
constituencies. Millions of your constituents will lose their health coverage. Some of them will be unable to afford
continued care. Some of them will be forced into bankruptcy. Some of them will die.

Senator Portman and Senator Brown, | mentioned that I'm originally an Ohioan. The passage of the Graham-Cassidy
proposal would prevent me from permanently returning. Simply put, if this bill passes, | have more faith in the
government of California to protect my access to care and essential services than | do in the government of Ohio. If
this bill passes, | will encourage my friends and family to relocate themselves and their businesses to a state that will
make their health care a priority. :
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VLright, Kevin (Finance)

From: kitti tes (GG
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:33 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham - Cassidy Bill

Please vote NO on the Graham - Cassidy Health Bill.

It is too much of a burden to be placed in a High Risk Insurance Pool after a catastrophic illness. In 2005 we
had to sell cars and belongings to keep house and pay Insurance. Our Church helped feed us. When we hated
being a burden, we tried eating dog food.

Please vote NO on the Graham - Cassidy Health Bill.

Thank you,

Kathryn Tesh

Gl
Schertz T> NP
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:34 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

5
*

(2] . . . . .
Americans' healthcare in exchange for Koch money? You should be ashamed for even considering passing this bill. lliness
knows no political party.

Flora A. Podratz
Palmdale, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: M. Green

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:37 AM
To: gchcomments %

Subject: Graham Cassidy

Vote no please on this bill. Please enact Senator Sanders Single payer program. US is 20 trillion in dept. Single
payer covers everyone and he people have more money to spend on cars, homes, retail, savings etc. good for
business. This bill trump care is not about helping working man its about giving tax breaks to trump and other
billionaires. The GOP is not conservative they are a bunch of liars and Russian loving traitors, the party of
putin. GOP defunded the risk corridors of ACA. This was so sociopathic, terroristic, criminal caused many
people to die because of the GOP. All involved should be in jail and they know it. Hypocrisy, saying Obama
care is in a death spiral, GOP caused the death spiral.

This bill is about stoking US racism by destroying what the Black president has done. Don't be a Mercer/Koch
lap dog Vote No on Graham Cassidy. If you hate the American people this much move with snowden to Russia,
take ryan, mcconell with you.

Michael Green
Orlando Fl.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marilyn Hatcher .
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:39 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

Please do not approve this bill. I rely on rural health care in Northern California. ACA made it possible to
deliver care here and it has made it possible to stay here in my home.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathy Dice 4| RN -

Sent: Friday, Septe}nber 22, 2017 1:40 AM
To: gchcomments ;

Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill to repeal ACA

Dear Senate Finance Committee - The latest bill (Graham/Cassidy) to repeal ACA is not an improvement for
the American people - it will do more harm than good. The Federal Gov would be abdicating its responsibility
and kicking the can to the states. It would be a mess for insurance companies to comply with each state and
confusing for Americans as well. Repeal of ACA should not be considered an option - fixing the problems
within it makes more sense. Please do not let this partisan move go any further. We are counting on the
Senators to do the right thing for their constituents and stop playing politics. I hope single payer health care will
eventually be considered! Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Kathy Dice
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Donald Simpson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:41 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Outraged about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because my
husband and ! are over 65, retired, on a fixed income and both have pre-existing conditions which means that we could
be dropped from insurance coverage altogether OR we would have to pay up to 5x what younger people pay for

“insurance coverage AND pay be charged an insurance surcharge for certain medical conditions. My husband and |
cannot possibly afford either of those choices. We would be totally WITHOUT health insurance. Is this how the United
States of America repays it's seniors!

Donald Simpson
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Masdary

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:41 AM

To: gchcomments A
Subject: : Opposing the Graham-Cassidy legislation )

13

To the committee,

My name is Angela Masdary. | am a concerned citizen from San Jose, California, zip code 95120. I'm writing in because
the proposed Graham-Cassidy legislation would be disastrous for Americans in need of health care solutions. It would
devastate medicaid, destroy protections for pre-existing conditions, cost Americans millions of jobs, and devastate rural
hospitals. I'm upset that senators are trying to rush this legislation in a reckless and partisan manner, ignoring procedure
and deliberation in a way that undermines the foundations of our democracy. This issue is important to me personally
because | have Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome, a condition that puts me at a higher risk for conditions such as high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, and cervical cancer. Besides this, it may be considered a "pre-existing condition," which may
potentially make health insurance impossible to afford, or worse yet impossible to obtain, under this legislation. |
implore the committee, and the senate at large, to reject this wrongheaded legislation.

Sincerely,

Angela Masdary
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From; recoy Pope AN
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:40 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy health¢are bill because it will leave millions
uninsured.

Pegii Pope



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: cynthia first

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:41 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

my husband and | would lose our healthy insurance. He has Rheumatoid artharitis and needs a hip replacement in the
next year or two and | have many spinal problems. We are 58 and 62. We have literally paid hundreds of thousand of
dollars to private insurance companies over the years and barely used our benefits until recently. We have worked hard
and paid our own way as small business employers and self employed for decades. This bill is more than cruel. Itis a
death sentence for many and will bankrupt others. But first it will wipe out all our retirement savings as we struggle to
survive. Please stop this insanity now! :

cynthia first



Wright, Kevin (Finance) §

From: Jacqueline DeMurP
Sent: Friday, September 22 2017 12:42 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Passing a horribly flawed bill so that the President can keep a campaign promise is morally reprehensible. More morally
reprehensible will be when the money saved is used to give tax breaks to the wealthy. Most morally reprehensible is
that the GOP is allowing the Koch's promised contributions, if The ACA is repealed, to influence their votes. That's
extortion.

If this bill passes you will all be guilty of extorting the American people, the very people that you swore an oath to serve.
Shame on you.

Sent from my iPhg}ne



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dr. Bronwyn Baz >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:44 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ) Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden;

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
as a pediatric hospital doctor, | know a significant proportion of my most vulnerable patients--who depend on the ACA
for essential access to health care--will lose their coverage and suffer preventable complications and possibly death as a
result. Aside from the obvious needless cruelty of this, the significant harm to the US economy in lost jobs and
productivity should give you pause. Every national professional medical organization opposes this proposal. Please listen
to your experts, who only want the best for their patients. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Bronwyn Baz, MD, FAAP

Dr. Bronwyn Baz



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Britta Couris

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:46 AM
To: ~ gchcomments

Subject: NO Graham Cassidy

&
Please do not make this a reality. We need to take care of people. Period.
We can do it!

Thank you
Me



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hannah Strg,

Sent: Fr_id&yg@‘é‘biember 22,2017 12:47 AM
To: g’i:*ﬁ'comments

Subject: Comments on GC

Hello,

| would like to submit the following.to be an oral statement at the hearing on Monday.

My name is Hannah and | live in Kentucky. | am 24 years old and | have been fortunate to have a healthy life thus far. -
When my husband and | had our son in 2015, we never imagined that our journey into parenthood would involve
anything especially traumatizing or uniquely painful. Little did we know that our son would unexpectedly be diagnosed
with a genetic condition that is incurable.

Our two year old son receives Medicaid, which has relieved us of hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of medical
expenses. He is more fortunate than many medically complex children, but his needs are still great.

He sees 14 doctors and therapists on a regular basis. If he no longer had free healthcare, we would not be able to afford
his medical care on our own. Even with a private insurance plan, the out of pocket expenses would be unbearable. We
make less than $40,000 per year and it is terrifying to think that we may not be able to sustain his therapy enroliment
and health care needs by the time he is only in elementary school.

It is a no-brainer to vote NO on this harmful bill. Please represent my son well.

Sincerely,
Hannah



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: :
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:50 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare

Y
(3

Gentlemen, if | may call you that- and ladies of the Senate, | urge you to VOTE NO on this proposed Graham/Cassidy
proposal to do away with the ACA. Every legitimate healthcare organization in the country is against this measure.
Millions of US citizens are against this measure. This proposed measure is simply an attempt to shove an evil bill down
the throats of innocent victims of political greed. Where is leadership in this shameless posturing and criminal
indifference to the real needs of the American people??? Where is common decency in continuing to attempt to
resuscitate a plan that would be so harmful to so many people??? Where is rational thought and sanity in pushing a
measure that delivers nothing of value??? You are proving yourselves totally unworthy of being in positions of
"leadership." Do the right thing - kill this mess once and for all and get down to the business of producing positive
outcomes that will benefit everyone - not just the few wealthy cash cows you currently kow-tow to.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica Sextﬂ
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:50 A

To: gchcomments
Subject: DO NOT PASS GRAHAM-CASSIDY
a7

"The Graham-Cassidy Amendment ... violates the precept of "first do no harm."

-James Madara, CEO of the American Medical Association

If those who vote for Graham-Cassidy had to rely on it for healthcare, would that make any difference in YOUR
vote? If so, it is unconscionable that you would inflict it on any other person.

Jessica Sexton

Oakland, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: dwn robertson ”
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:51 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham Cassidy Act!
Vote NO on Graham Cassidy Act!!!Tt1 W

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennifer Huber"
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:51 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy repeatl bill

When | was 29 years old, | got cancer. | was lucky though, because my Hodgkin's lymphoma was very treatable. | was
also lucky because | lived near Stanford, one of the premier hospitals for treating Hodgkins. And | was smart because |
had an individual health insurance policy (not provided by my school or work), which was incredibly rare for a graduate
student. | am now healthy and living every day with gratitude.

The only problem is health insurance. | used up my lifetime cap due to my Hodgkin's chemotherapy, radiation therapy
and related complications. And I've been told by insurance companies that they won't cover me because | had cancer.
The Affordable Care Act has saved people like me, who couldn't afford or couldn't get health insurance without it. So |
plead with you to vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill. You are playing with people's lives and you need to step up and
rise above partisan politics. We can do better. We must do better.

Jennifer Huber

El Sobrante, C

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Patricia Coyne-Johnso

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:51 AM
To: - gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Health Care Bill

z %

%
Let it be known to all Democratic and Republican lawmakers in Arizona and the United States, as a consistent and loyal
voter, | am against any bill that would prohibit or limit the insurance coverage for anyone who has a pre-existing
condition.

Patricia Coyne-Johnson
Tucson, AZ
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: S
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:52 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO REPEAL

If passed, the Graham Cassidy bill would have a devastating impact on many people, especially those of us with
disabilities and pre-existing conditions. Take a cue from countries with Universal healthcare. It works.

Matt

R ;
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

No vote with CBO analysis.

Susanna Garcia

Friday, September 22, 2017 12:53 AM
gchcomments

Protect affordable health care for all Americans!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: acnukunuku p
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:53 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote no to the horrible graham-cassidy bill

Vote against and speak out against the bill propsed by Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Bill Cassidy (R-LA),
which couples steep cuts to federal health care spending with an overhaul of much of the nation’s health care
system. An estimated 32 million people could lose health coverage by the end of the decade if Graham-Cassidy
becomes law.

Currently the Affordable Care Act forbids insurers from discriminating against sick patients by denying them
coverage or charging them higher premiums. Graham-Cassidy, however, wouldn’t simply allow waivers of
Obamacare’s protections for people with preexisting conditions. It would also permit insurers to charge higher
premiums to people who are currently insured through the Obamacare exchanges as a condition of “continued
enrollment.”

In essence, an insurer could take someone’s money for years while that individual is healthy. Then, on the day
that that person is diagnosed with cancer or an illness, jack up their premiums so high that they are no longer
affordable. Healthy people would have insurance until the moment they need it, at which point their premiums
could become prohibitively expensive.

Health “insurance” under Graham-Cassidy, in other words, would no longer provide any real insurance
whatsoever. Don't let this happen. Don't punish people for getting sick. Vote against this.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: jt - - -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017°12:54 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT PASS THIS BILL

| am a cancer survivor - plus i rely on medicines everyday to keep alive.
i am drowning in student loan debt & currently unemployed.

i am trying to climb back into life as it used to be. if you pass this bill the probability of being able to afford my
medications & stay alive in very small.

#mylifehasmeaning
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Fredric Gildm'

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:54 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy a
Sirs:

By all accounts, this may be, for millions of Americans, the most destructive piece of legislation imaginable. Please do
not allow this to go forward.
- Fred Gilde

[Fred Gilde]
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Riling

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:55 AM
To: gchcomments

-Subject: GrahamCassidy

This bill is no better than to others that have already failed. Pushing control off on states that are already financially
strapped like CT is will be a disaster. Taking funds away from tates who expanded Medicaid is going to be a disaster.
Preexisting conditions will be a death sentence when preﬁ”l*l ms sky rocket.

The GOP wants a win and this is not the way to get it. Funds from the Koch brothers are not worth the lives of good hard
working American people.

Economically this bill will be a disaster and not just to the healthcare or insurance industries. As people become sick and
can't work or need to be home to care for a loved one they won't be able to work and provide. Bankruptcies will
increase. %

Do not allow this vote! It Is for the good of our country!
3

Nancy Riling
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lissa Lebel

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:57 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: I HAVE A PREEXISTING CONDITION & I WAS ALSO PREVIOUS TO ACA IN A HIGH RISK
POOL

DEAR SENATE FINANCE 3

MY PRE-EXISTING CONDITION ARE THYROID AND PCOS. VERY BENIGN CONDITIONS THAT
MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO GET AN INDIVIDUAL POLICY.

I RETURNED FROM LIVING IN THE UK, WHERE I WORKED FOR HBO TO AN EMPLOYER THAT
DID NOT OFFER INSURANCE. I HAD TO GO OUT AND BUY MY OWN. [ ENDED UP BEING
DUMPED INTO A HIGH RISK POOL.

I PAID $900 A MONTH FOR A POLICY THAT PAID $75,000 MAXIMUM PER YEAR AND $750,000
LIFETIME BENEFIT.

DO YOU THINK THAT’S A REASONABLE MONTHLY INSURANCE PAYMENT??? I DOUBT
ANYONE OF YOU HAVE EVER PAID SUCH A PAYMENT.

YOU SEE DEAR SENATORS, MANY, MANY EMPLOYERS NO LONGER OVER GROUP HEALTH
INSURANCE POLICIES.

I’M NOW SINGLE, LIVING WITH MY PARENTS, 56 YEARS OLD AND STARTING OVER IN REAL
ESTATE AFTER A CAREER IN THE FILM BUSINESS.

I CAN’T AFFORD TO LOSE THE MEDI-CAL OR ACA WHEN I CAN AFFORD IT.
PLEASE DO NOT PASS THE CASSIDY-GRAHAM BILL.

HEALTHCARE SHOULD NOT BE FOR PROFIT.

Lissa Lebel

7%/ PACIFIC ESTATES

OGN RELLERVVLL M s
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: LYNANNE ATTREED

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:57 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

s

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

This bill doesn't protect coverage for pre-existing conditions or fully fund Medicaid. Turning Medicaid into a block grant
means forcing the states to do the dirty work of cutting off many people their health care. Long before this travesty of a
bill passes, Congress should pass a bill that requires its members to ONLY have Medicaid coverage, and members would
NOT be able to buy supplimental coverage with private monies. When the insurance industry, hospital groups, doctors
groups, AARP, state governors, groups like the American Cancer Society and other patient groups are ALL opposed to
this bill, why is Congress in favor of it? Is it because rich political donors want their tax cuts? For shame! You are
supposed to do what is best for the citizens of this country!

LYNANNE ATTREED
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeffrey Swee
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:58 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Re: Cassidy-Graham Bill -
Wﬁ#"‘#w

The bill simply doesn't do what its advocates claim it does. To pass it would be to endorse the further degradation of our
language and faith in the J4S as a country based on a democratic foundation. It would, in short, promote cynicism. Reject
this bill and set the %@g’é for true bi-partisan conversation and necessary adjustments and reforms.

X
w
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura Cofsky

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12;58 AM

To: gchcomments i #E
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
the ACA in it's current form allowed my mom to afford cancer treatment. It took away the yearly and monthly caps, and
I'm so grateful because my mom's still here. She's been a source of endless compassion and support for me, even as I'm
grappling with unemployment and, yes, potentially starting Medicaid after my 26th birthday in a month. The ACA has
given people like us who are down on our luck the opportunity to keep pursuing the American dream. You can't put a
price on that (and even if you did, it's well within our national budget).

Senators: there is no reason to pass this repeal. If anything, America would benefit greatly from universal healthcare; the
exact opposite of what's being proposed today. But until we get there, | depend on you to keep us alive.

My mom deserves better. | deserve better. And | assure you that you can do better.

Thank you.

Laura Cofsky
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Beverly Welch

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:59°AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

This 11th hour move will destroy the GOP party. It's putting stupid party promises kept over sound policy development.
Yes, your donors will be happy, but no amount of money will keep control of Congress after this implodes in your faces.
Listen to the experts, do your homework and make a greater-good decision based on solid input and and improved
outcomes for the people... who you were intended to serve.

The entire healthcare industry is against this including insurance companies. That's how bad it is.

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Black-Tanski

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:59 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GrahamCassidy

Sirs/Ms. %

I am a cancer survivor. I was lucky that the spot on my lung was found early. The lowest lobe of my lungs was
removed, and I've been healthy since. I take care of myself, and visit my doc a couple of times a year, at most. |
would be denied affordable health care due to-this pre-existing condition. How can this not do harm to my
health moving forward, including the stress related to the continuous fight to take away affordable healthcare
FOR MILLIONS? If you deny healthcare to American citizens, you should deny it to yourself. You work for
us.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Virginia O'Heri

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:.02 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Understand This

a
.

| want every Senator who votes for this Anti-ACA, Pro-Koch bill that Cassidy/Graham are trying to shove down the
American people's throats, that | not only do not want you to support it, | will also make a point of supporting financially
every Republican candidate who votes against it, and financially supporting every Democrat who opposes Republican
incumbents who vote for this horrific bill.

This is a promise.

V. O'Herin
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Owen Whoole)—
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:05 AM :

To: gchcomments ¢
Subject: Stop Graham-Cassidy and return to regular order

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

| am writing the condemn the farce that is the Graham-Cassidy bills. This bill is poorly conceived, wildly unpopular and
potentially devastating to American families. Republicans are acting irresponsibly in trying to cram this bill down the
country's throat. If you believe in your ideas, you should defend and vet them through significant and honest committee
hearings. That's how democracy is supposed to work.

Sincerely,

Owen Whooley
Albuquerque, New Mexico

16



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

%%

From: Leia Mahanay

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1.07 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare

| just spent the last hour sobbing because of the graham-cassidy healthcare bill. | am a type 1 brittle diabetic. What
that means is that | have a very, very hard time regulating my blood sugar. | can do everything perfectly and | will
still go so low | have seizures or go so high | go into diabetic ketoacidosis. | have a pump after years of almost dying
and being too poor to afford to do anything but survive. | did my best without being able to always take my sugar
and only taking insulin shots in the morning and as needed. The Affordable Care Act finally allowed me to get basic
care, not survival care. | got a pump. | was able to take my sugar the ten times a day that | needed to in order to
regulate it and get it to a normal level. | went from a 9 to a 7.6 A1C. That means my sugar average went down after
years. The damage is done but | finally had hope of not losing my sight, not losing my body to the ravages of a
disease that is an autoimmune résponse. (The exact cause is not known but it is an autoimmune disorder) | didn't
eat myself into this, | didn’'t ask for this and no one, type 1 or 2 would ever. This bill is only going to put me right back
to survival mode and this time | won't actually survive it intact or at all.

This is a waste of my taxes. This is merely a tool in which the Republican Party will kill the poor and the sick. Do not
sign this into law. Stop taking away my rights. Make it better or return it to the way it was when it was signed into a
law.

Leia Mahanay
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eva Simonsson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:34 AM
To: gchcomments

Cc: senator@feinstein.senate.gov
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

This email is to share with you the story about my 7-year-old son, Liam August. Liam is in 1st grade. He is the
bravest kid I know, has the best sense of humor, a contagious laugh and loves to read. On the outside, he is a
happy-go-lucky kid, but he has been through a lot. He was born with Noonan Syndrome and a serious
congenital brain disease called Chiari malformation with syringomyelia. He sees more than 17 specialists, has
been hospitalized 3 times (once for brain surgery), has 2 MRIs of his brain every year, gets poked twice a year

-due to a blood coagulation disorder and is at increased risk of developing leukemia. His glasses and hearing
aids help him navigate through life and he takes it all in stride. Did I mention he also loves music?

We are a working family - I work at a local nonprofit advocating for the early care and education of young
children while my husband is a stay-at-home Dad and primary caregiver for my son. Without access to
affordable health care through the ACA's Medicaid expansion act, my family would be bankrupt and Liam's
health would suffer greatly. We would probably have to cut back the number of specialists he sees. Would that
one appointment we decide to skip be the one where we discover early and treatable leukemia? No family with
a child with special health care needs and at greater risk of developing a life-threatening disease should have to
worry about the cost of life-saving medical treatment.

Liam needs a second brain surgery next year to treat a growing cyst on his spine Without treatment he could be
paralyzed or worse. If states are allowed to make the decision about pre-existing conditions, our family could be
facing medical bills in excess of $500,000 next year. The federal government needs to protect children with
special needs to make sure that that they have access to continuous and affordable medical care and the best
way to do that is to keep the ACA. Please keep our children covered. #ProtectOurChildren.

- Thank you for your consideration.

Eva Simonsson
(Liam's mom)
Napa, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrew Lear

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:37 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA helps entrepreneurs

Dear Senators,

Four years ago, for a variety of reasons, | had to leave my academic career. Since then, | have developed a small
business that takes in several hundred thousand dollars a year and is now in the process of finding investors to help with
a major expansion. | could not have done this without the security provided by the ACA. Under the law that is now
proposed | would have been forced to look for employment that provided health insurance—at a loss to the economy in
the long run of millions of dollars. The Graham Cassidy bill would not only cause enormous harm to a large part of the
population but ultimately enormous harm to the economy as well. Yours, Andrew Lear, president, Shady Ladies Tours
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eunice Esomom"
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:37 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Repeal Bill

Hello Senate Finance Committee,

I am voicing my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Repeal Bill because it is harmful to Americans like
my family. I have a mom with pre-existing conditions who works as a nurse at a county hospital and
she has the possibility to lose both her job and her health insurance. if she loses and find another job
due to her pre-existing condition, she may be priced out of her insurance because of her pre-existing
conditions. Furthermore, I want to talk about my grandmother who has terrible arthritis in her hands
that she cannot open doors and she is dependent on an aide.

Please, do not harm my family by voting for this bill. Please consider my family and the American
people.

Best,
Eunice Esomonu
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: lisa willinge

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1230 AM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: ' LATEST HEALTIiICARE BILL

I'm writing to beg you NOT to repeal and replace the ACA or to pass any legislation that undermines the ability of
millions of Americans like myself to receive quality healthcare! :

For many years | was a hard working member of the Motion Picture Editors' Guild, (IATSE Local 700) toiling my way up
the ladder of the Film and TV biz, starting out as an Apprentice Editor in feature films and eventually becoming an Editor
in scripted TV, a job that | loved.

And then | had a baby and camq,down with a rare pregnancy complication called HELLP Syndrome (an extreme form of
eclampsia) that ruptured my’hver and gave me a stroke which put me in a coma, so that on the day my daughter had to
be delivered via emergency C section the doctors told my husband to accept the fact that | was going to die.

"That is not an option," he says he told them. And when they stared at him like he was crazy he informed them that I'd
always said if | were ever in a coma I'd want everything possible done to preserve my life.

And so the doctors did that--performing a tracheotomy, hooking me up to a respirator, ventilator, and a feeding tube,
transfusing me with $11,000 in blood to stabilize me, and performing the emergency brain surgery that saved my life.

On the second day of this hellacious experience my husband received a call from a Rep from our insurance company.
"You should know that your insurance policy has a $2 million lifetime cap," she told him, adding, "But don't worry, we
are keeping an eye on it."

"We'll never go over that!" he recalls thinking.

But we did. And just as we did so (after which we'd lose coverage) the ACA passed, lifting lifetime caps on insurance
payouts, enabling us to stay covered!

| wrote President Obama, for whom | had campaigned twice, a letter thanking him and when his former Campaign
Advisor/Chief of Staff, David Axelrod, was in LA promoting his memoir | bought a copy and as he signed it, told him,
"Thank you SO much for helping President Obama get elected! His healthcare reform literally helped us pay for the care
that saved my life!"

He smiled modestly.
Anyway, | am writing you now to BEG you to take stories like mine into account. Please know that there are.millions of
honest, hard working American Citizens like myself who through no fault of our own have experienced horrible, life

altering illnesses and that without the ACA we would either have died or become destitute while trying to survive.

Please keep us in mind as you consider voting on the latest healthcare proposal under consideration (the Cassidy-
Graham Bill.)

Thank you!

Sincerely,

22



Lisa Willinger
Former TV Editor
Proud Motion Picture Editors Guild Member Wife and Mother

B
P.S. Before all this happened | had been a very hea,!t_Qy person--ten year long vegetarian and lifelong nonsmoker who

exercised regularly so sometimes horrible illnesses do befall healthy people through no fault of their own!

Sent from my iPad
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W@ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Katie Blake (N

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:30 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No to Cassidy-Graham

I am writing to ask you to please be careful about your consideration of the latest ACA repeal under Cassidy-Graham. For
me this latest proposal is not just an attack on women but the elderly. | personally have a friend who is over 65 (lives in
Anchorage, AK) who is handicap and even though she has two kinds of coverage (one is state) she is being forced to pay
for her own cart, her alternative transportation besides wheelchair and the ANCHORrides the state subsidizes to some
degree. How would she do with further cuts to that program? How would my parents? What do | tell my cousin who was
diagnosed this year with Lyme disease, who is now saddled with a pre-existing condition. What do you understand that |
don't that would make it worth agreeing to pass this? | don't understand how it can be a party goal to strip programs
which keep people healthy, yes it's spendy but this supposed to be a rich country. That's what it looks like- a party goal.
Your legacy becomes ... we abhors the previous administration so we banded together to repeal the program instead of
just making sense-making adjustments. Why can't there be some bipartisan goals to get to single payer so the whole kit
n caboodle is reasonable? Please don't just make your choice based upon pressure from the president or party. Please
recognize you represent a wide variety of peoples who are from all strengths and weaknesses. We need help on this.
You represent me on this, my friends, my family - if you say this is ok for me, for the People, then | am telling you, you
are a sellout and should be stripped of your own healthcare and get what the rest of us do.

Do the right thing. Don't tet this move forward.

Katie Blake

Alaska
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

£t

From: Laurie Meyers”
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:33 AM

To: gchcomments
Cc: Laurie Meyers
Subject: The Graham-Cassidy proposal will hurt Americans

I am strongly opposed to the Graham-Cassidy proposal.

I am a two-time cancer survivor. At age 47, I was diagnosed with stage 3b colon cancer; two
years later, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. For each diagnosis, I was lucky - had full
healthcare coverage through my husband’s job. We were very fortunate to be able to get the
aggressive treatment I needed to beat colon cancer, and all the surgeries needed for my
mastectomy and reconstruction. I am grateful today to be clear of cancer and in good

health. But I am sadly aware that many Americans are not as fortunate as I was. And if the
Senate decides to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act with the Graham-Cassidy
proposal, many more millions of Americans will find themselves unable to pay for the soaring
costs of health insurance — or will find themselves unable to even qualify for health care
coverage due to pre-existing conditions. What will happen when they face a serious illness or
accident? How will they afford to get the diagnostic tests to identify what they are

facing? How can they pay for treatment? Delayed diagnoses and treatment costs have a
negative impact on our country’s health care system, since it costs much more in the long-run to
deal with an advanced illness, compared to the costs of early treatment, or prevention. And the
economic impact doesn’t end there. Medical expenses are a leading cause of bankruptcy in the
US — although the rate of bankruptcy in our country has fallen by 50% in the years since the
ACA was enacted.

But this goes beyond financial concerns. More Americans will be unable to afford the health
care coverage they need, and will go without. Inevitably, this will lead to an increase in human
suffering, long-term impairment, lost opportunities for a productive life, and death.

It is vital to provide adequate, affordable healthcare for all — for economic stability as well as
humanitarian reasons! It is devastating to see how close we are to moving our country farther
from this goal. There will be an enormous backlash within the electorate if the current
administration succeeds in their efforts — and the human costs will be heartbreaking. Please
STOP the Graham-Cassidy proposal from being enacted. Thank you!!
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Matt Carman >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:33 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Reject Graham-Cassidy A:ﬁgﬁﬁ”ﬁe*

Please. It's evil. It's wrong. You know this. You know that you know this. Don't lie to yourself and the people
around you. You know it's bad.

Thanks!
Matt
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jen .
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017:42:33 AM
To: gchcomments o

Subject: Please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

This bill is a threat to the people of America, it is not an acceptable solution to health care reform.

It is not about states' freedom - if they don't have enough money to provide their citizens with the current level of
health care coverage and options, then what kind of freedom or choice is that?

It is completely hypocritical to say you want states to have options, and then tell them they can't use their funding for
single payer. That seems like a direct attack on the state of California.

But most of all, this bill is being bullied through the senate, with lies and bribes, at the last minute, rather than following
reasonable procedures, allowing debate, a CBO score, and bi-partisan input. Where maybe the challenges of having
individual state laws over multi-state insurers would come out and be addressed. Along with the fact that this bill does
nothing to address the challenges of rural areas (for example, in Alaska} which are less profitable for insurers to carry.

It is unreasonable, irresponsible, and unacceptable to pass this bill, or anything like it, in the next 10 days. | urge you to
have a reasonable discussion with all the appropriate parties at the table to find a better solution to make health care in
America better for everyone. '

Thank you.

Jen Francis
San Diego, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Franklin ”
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:33 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: GC-NO
Senators —

Please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy. It’'s a bad bill, being pushed through a bad process. | expect more from our
lawmakers. Please do better.

Thank you,
Sarah Franklin

x4
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Good evening,

Alison Loukeh

Friday, September 22, 2017 12:27 AM

gchcomments

Graham Cassidy health care bill - ACA repeal and replace

| am writing to express my disgust with this current version of a health care replacement bill. Do understand
that | have voted Republican for much of my life but this is a blatant attempt to gain a political win without
regard for many of my fellow Americans.

These are my primary concerns although not all of them:

o Itis specifically targeted at issues that pertain to women, this includes pregnancy, abortion, PPD and
birth control (among others) while preserving Erectile Dysfunction medications. This is ludicrous. It is as
if the GOP decided to specifically target half of the population.

e Asan older American, it also will increase my premium as well as the premium of my parents. My
parents generation built this country and sacrificed many years of their lives (and some their very lives)
and now they will be forced to pay ridiculously high premiums with less benefits.

« Bribing Senator Murkowski so Alaska can keep the ACA while depriving the rest of us of its benefits is
unAmerican and dishonest.

| urge all senators, and particularly those of the Republican party, to stop this nonsense and work in a
bipartisan fashion to correct the problems with the ACA.

| honestly never thought that | would have to beg my elected officials to keep health care. Get a hold of
yourselves and do this the right way.

Trust and believe that | will do my best to ensure that every single Senator that votes to kill Americans by
depriving them of health insurance loses office and spends the rest of their days embarrassed and ashamed.

That's what they deserve.
Sincerely,

Alison Loukeh
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura Stackhouse

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:01 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Regarding Graham/Cassidy bill

[ am writing to voice my opposition to the Graham/Cassidy healthcare bill, which I believe will weaken
America as a country and plunge more people than ever into sickness and poverty.

Please record my opposition with the rest of the opposing opinions that you are receiving. This healthcare bill is
a travesty and a knife into the heart of American values.

Regards,

Laura Stackhouse

O, 'Y 10011
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Gretchen Miron

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: September 25, 2017: Graham-Cassidy Proposal

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal coming before you
September 25, 2017. This proposal is a cruel attempt to repeal the ACA for the purposes of sticking to a
Republican campaign promise, rather than doing what is actually right for the American people. This proposal
includes extensive cuts to Medicaid and and also per capita caps, which weakens the protections that consumers
need when dealing with healthcare. '

I am particularly concerned for the effects this proposal would have on people with disabilities and those with
pre-existing conditions. Across the country, people with disabilities would be dis proportionally harmed
because they rely on services like Medicaid to help keep them healthy and safe for long-term periods. Cutting
Medicaid this drastically would kill people with disabilities, plain and simple. This bill would also allow states
to roll back protections for people with pre-existing conditions by not mandating insurers cover essential health
benefits, including mental health care, pregnancy, rehabilitative services, hospitalizations and prescriptions.
Taking these benefits away from consumers is unjustified and unfair when they are at a disadvantage through
no fault of their own. They would also be charged higher premiums for their pre-existing conditions, which is
discriminatory. ‘

The Medicaid cuts in this program are so drastic that states would have to completely remove or cover only a
small proportion of those who require their services. Forcing people off of a system that keeps them healthy is
wrong and unjust. There are issues with our health care system in general, but leaving citizens without care is
not the answer. Instead of removing options and kicking people off of their insurance, we should be finding new
ways to help those who are currently not being serviced.

I am fortunate to not personally rely on Medicaid, but by neighbors, colleagues, friends, and extended family
members do. It is in the best interest of a society for its citizens to be healthy so that they can contribute fuily.
Please oppose this dangerous bill and work to improve our current healthcare system instead.

Sincerely,

Gretchen Miron

46204
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathy B. <m>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on Graham-Cassidy

I'm pretty fed up with the lousy bills coming forward on health care and I'm fed up with the Koch family
dictating policy to our legislators. The whole lobbying/money in elections thing needs to stop. If the Kochs
don't give you guys money anymore then, good riddence to them - they're a pox on our entire country.

It would be amazingly cruel to pass the Graham-Cassidy bill. It's just the latest useless, harmful piece of
baloney to come out of your offices.

Kathleen Bayly
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christian Witschy <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA Repeal bill

I'm writing to voice my opposition to the Cassidy-Graham ACA repeal bill. It's appalling the Senate
GOP is pushing through a bill without a CBO score instead of working to strengthen the ACA's
individual markets. The American people want a bipartisan approach to repairing the ACA, not a
repeal of it.

The facade of federalism is really an attempt to destroy Medicare and Medicaid, while removing
federal protections for those with pre-existing conditions at the same time. The only people to benefit
from this will be the extremely wealthy.

If this passes, we will be in a less tenable state than we were before the passage of the ACA.
Repealing the ACA simply to repeal it is childish, ill-advised, and not in the best interest of the
American people.

Please act in the actual best interest of American people, instead of merely trying to appease your partisan base.

Respectfully,
Christian Witschy

A
—— o
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: frederick Bucheit il RN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because,
first, there is no time to assess in any meaningful way the impact this bill would have on our lives. Though the CBO will
issue an initial score in a few days, its final assessment will not be available for several weeks. This means that senators
will be voting blind on a bill that, according to major health organizations and insurers, promises to remove healthcare
from millions and severely disrupt the markets. Second, the bill's proposal to administer health care in the form of block
grants to states -- a proposal favored by only 26% of all voters -- will balkanize our system, allowing individual states to
determine how these funds will be administered without assurances that the most vulnerable of our populations
(seniors, people with pre-existing conditions, those with disabilities or suffering from drug addiction) will be protected.
Health care in America must be considered a right, not a commodity, and it is the responsibility of government to work
not for partisan glorification but for the greater good. Graham-Cassidy is a bad idea.because ....

frederick Bucheit

g T
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Daniel Efram+ <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Comment

To Whom It May Concern:

Please do not pass Graham-Cassidy. It will take healthcare away from up to 30 million people.
People will die.
Thank you.

Dan Efram

Dan Efram
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Vivat _R

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:04 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Coverage Losses Under Proposed Graham-Cassidy

Commenting to respectfully BEG the Senate to reject Graham-Cassidy by vote NO on it.

Four independent analyses concur that approx. 32 MILLION people will lose coverage over the next 10 years if
it passes (maybe half of that number right away). We do not have a full analysis from the CBO, and will not
prior to the vote. That in itself is unconscionable.

The bill will gut Medicaid in ways that are unrelated to the ACA, and so betray a hostility to the assistance it
provides to those who already have very little in resources and more than their share of obstacles.

It will permit states to end protections for pre-existing conditions, lifetime caps and essential benefits.

It will leave no margins in funding assistance by individual states when demand increases due to recession,
natural disaster, public health emergencies or any other contingency...which are events that will also subject
those state budgets to additional strain. o

This bill does all of this damage by continuing to eschew regular order and bipartisan efforts to address the very
real problems of providing affordable health care solutions to everyone.

This bill will cost lives. You may be focused on how to spend less money, but how is that the only metric that
matters? This bill, if passed, will have a body count.

I beg you as an American, as a person of limited means, as someone who has loved ones who rely on various
provisions of the ACA to keep themselves and their families receiving timely and appropriate medical care, and
simply as a human being brought up to value compassion and empathy over self-serving and short-term goals,
to oppose this repeal by voting NO.

Christie Manussier
Racine, Wisconsin

Sent from BlueMail
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary lou Yocum

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: G-C healthcare Bill

Please consider all the people that will die because you did not fully explore the ramifications of the
Graham-Cassidy bill. And unfortunately, people will die even though most Republicans seem to think that
their constituents will not understand what is going on until it is too late.

You do not pass a bill just because you said you would repeal Obamacare. You pass a bill because it is
good for the country.

And, please stop the lies. Guess what, most people can read and can spot a lie.

Mary Lou Yocum
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: laura levine

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: graham cassidy bill

Senator Grassley and members of the Judiciary Committee:

I would like to register my opinion that the Graham-Cassidy bill should not be passed out of committee and on
to the Senate for a vote. In agreement with the AMA, insurance carriers, and the AARP, I believe that this new
healthcare plan will destroy the lives of millions of Americans who will no longer be able to afford the care they
need. This will have a very negative effect on hospitals that will again have to shoulder the expense when
people without insurance end up in the emergency room because they were unable to get preventive care that
might have avoided extensive medical treatment.

For the good of the American economy and the American people, I urge you not to push this bill forward.
Sincerely,

Laura Levine
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bruce Jarrett *7»

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:01 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

This bill does not help the American people retain affordable health insurance and may very well collapse our health
care system. Please work to fix the ACA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Miller «EEENGNGEGEVE >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:.01 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Please do not allow this Bill to go through.

32 Million Americans could lose coverage, radical change to Medicaid and diminished funding for every state,
90 seconds of debate? If you want to keep your campaign pledges start by keeping your pledge not to touch
Medicaid benefits. Reject this bill. .

Susan Miller

Susan Miller

Executive Producer/Writer
Anyone But Me

Writer/Creator
Bestsellers
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Keating <M>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:01 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
| believe that people should not have to die or watched their loved ones die due to lack of medical insurance coverage.
All humans should see medical treatment as a basic human right, not as a privilege. Medical insurance should not be
used as a weapon to keep the poor oppressed and make the wealthy wealthier.

Please be a voice of your constituents and not a puppet of lobbyists.

Melissa Keating

18444
5709839102
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: nsakmar <—>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Our story

I am writing to tell you the story of my family. I am a mental health counselor, providing services to addicted
and mentally ill. With my modest wage [ support my family. My husband is disabled and my daughter has a
debilitating arthritis. The Affordable health care act has protected my family from extreme health care
premiums. If the state takes this over, the insurance companies will make insurance UNAFFORDABLE.

I know because before ACA our health insurance premium was one third of my income.

Please don't go backwards, this current bill is not the answer.

Thank you, vote no. Nancy Sakmar

Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S®4, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

150



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Donna Gilliland <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:01 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I implore you to VOTE NO on the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill. This irreparably harms millions of Americans. The very
people each of you swore to protect. Thank you. - Donna Gilliland

Sent from my iPhone; | apologize for any auto-corrects or typos.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: joan mellon #
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM

To: . gchcomments
Subject: DO NOT APPROVE THE Graham-Cassidy bill

The Graham-Cassidy bill does not consider the real healthcare needs of real people in our nation,
the richest in the world. DO NOT APPROVE THIS BILL. People’s lives will be hurt by it.

Sincerely,
Joan Mellon
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lou Gale < .

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote no on Graham-Cassidy

I write to ask all committee members to vote no on the Graham Cassidy legislation. First, any piece of legislation that results in the
reduction of healthcare for millions upon millions of citizens is an abomination and should not be passed. Second, any argument that
this is a cost saving measure is laughable given how the Senate just passed a massive defense spending bill that dwarfs the costs of
healthcare. Third, to take such drastic efforts without comprehensive hearings, testimony and debate is simply an abdication of
responsibility by Senators. Fourth and finally, intentionally creating haves and have nots among the states in a vain effort to obtain the
votes of key senators only evidences how foolhardy this effort has become.

Please vote no.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon and Park Furlong

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
block grants to states do not cover even half of what services might be needed. In addition it allows the states to refuse
coverage for just about anything, and for just about anyone. Administrative fees become exorbitant and cut down in
actual service dollars also. Political shenanigans enter the arena, along with vengeful rulings concerning the kind of care
a politician may personally not need or hate due to,personal credo or religion. Insurance companies, doctors and nurse
organizations, educators, health care administrators and providers,hospitals , many governors and many people who
have read this bill hate it. Vote against it please. It is not good for anyone. And if insurance companies and hospitals and
doctors hate it and are scared of it, YOU should be also.

Sharon and Park Furlong
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maureen Anderson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No on Graham-Cassidy

Every medical association is against this dreadful bill. It has not been studied, debated, or even scored. Please
reject it. Thank you.

Maureen Anderson
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennifer Froderman <y D

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Reject Graham Cassidy

Dear Senators,

Please reject Graham Cassidy. Ramming this through half-cocked without the proper vetting, hearings, and
procedure will hurt the American people.

Stripping Americans of their healthcare is a bad idea if you wish to stay in office.

Jen Froderman
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rachel Altman

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Committee Members,

| believe that it is irresponsible to vote on this health care bill without it first being assessed by the Congressional Budget
Office. The Republicans are pushing to vote before September 30th, without taking the time to be fully informed of the
economic and social consequences of passing this bill.

Thank you for considering my comment.

Mrs. Rochelle Altman
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kevin Stanfield

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Do not repeal ACA

Just one taxpayer’s opinion

Kevin Stanfield
Account Manager
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharyn; Mad

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

in addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Sharyn; Mad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Bernstein <—>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do Not Vote on Graham/Cassidy Bill!

Please do not hold a vote on the Graham/Cassidy bill without CBO scoring. It is dangerous and reckless!

Thank you.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: REGINA STEIMLE < >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill

Please vote NO on the attempt to take healthcare away from 30 million people. How many people are going to die as a result of this
bill?

Sincerely,
Regina Steimle
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Darius Holbert <c-1>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

I thoroughly oppose this ridiculous bill and condemn the Koch puppets for trying to push it through. This is the
antithesis to what the Founders envisioned for our Republic.

Thank you,
Darius Holbert
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bianchi < (-

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: HealthCare

un-American it's right down cruel. You may say well the State can provide you with insurance....There is ZERO
guarantee to anything in any state! There will be 10's of thousands of people who will die due to this Bill.
Rather than bankrupt their families people will choose to not complain and not go to the DR. There are also
countless amount of people that are on life saving treatments NOW that will lose them. Those people will die!

PLEASE HELP THOSE WHO NEED YOUR HELP THE MOST.

po NoT supporT THE #GrahamCassidy BiLL

Wilma Bianchi
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kellie Overbey <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:29 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Say NO to Graham-Cassidy!!!

You know this bill is wrong and immoral.

If this bill passes, 32 MILLION Americans will lose healthcare coverage, people with preexisting conditions will not be
covered, radical changes will be made to Medicaid, and there will be diminished funding for every state. AMERICANS
WILL DIE.

And McConnell is only planning to allow 90 seconds of debate? Are you kidding?!

If you want to keep your campaign pledges, start by keeping your pledge not to touch Medicaid benefits.

Reject this bill.

Kellie Overbey
New York, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rene Steinke <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:05 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy Bill comments

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

I am absolutely opposed to this bill, which would strip healthcare from millions of Americans, further damage
healthcare for women, and punish those with pre-existing conditions. This is a cruel and inhumane bill.

Thank you for taking comments.

Rene Steinke

SR . 11232
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VVﬁght,Kevh1(Hnance)

From: HENRY CARTER <»P
Sent: ‘ Friday, September 22, 2017 2:05 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy
No! No! No!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: laura holland belk _>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please reject the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear members of the Senate Finance Committee,

| am reaching out to you to ask that you reject the Graham-Cassidy bill -- a bill that will take healthcare away from 10s
of millions of people and kill thousands who will no longer be able to afford healthcare.

Please do the right thing, don't be evil.

P S
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeollem S ENGERENEN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Affordable Care Act Repeal

The only thing we truly own are our actions.

Sent from my iPad
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Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jo Douglas <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote No on ACA Replacement

Please consider the majority and vote NO.
Thank you for listening.

Regards,
Jo Douglas
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Judy Pray

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: graham-cassidy

I'm writing to express my complete disgust with the Graham-Cassidy bill.
It's a danger to women and a danger to anyone with pre-existing conditions.
Please take these comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

Judith Pra
d{ 11217
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melanie Hoppes < NI vl
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:27 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare bill

This bill would be devastating to my family. | have 4 disabled children and they all rely on Medicaid to cover
their healthcare costs. My husband and 1, as well as all of our children, have preexisting conditions. This is
heartless, cruel legislation that would financially cripple our family. There is a high likelihood that my oldest
son will die if his coverage is reduced. | am begging for you to vote NO on this legislation.

Thank you, Melanie Hoppes '
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ashley Winkler <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:27 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: . Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

I am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ashley Winkler
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maureen Collins < (NN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:10 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health care for ALL

I'm a cancer survivor. Don't punish my strength and good fortune with "pre existing " bull, and keep healthcare
Maureen Collins

One Mo Time!!
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kedo Carter _

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposition to Healthcare Bill

Im the mother of a 9 year old daughter that is autistic. [ am against the cuts to medicaid. Healthcare should be
affordable and available to all. A cut into benefits for most our children would mean that there will be no further
progression in life. Our children are the future and we must protect them at all costs.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: William Lorton <

Sent: ' Friday, September 22, 2017 2:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ~ACAYES

Dear Senate:
| urge you KEEP the ACA in place.

William Lorton
Los Angeles
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marilyn Richardson <G ENEEGGNGGG -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:28 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, Sept. 25,
2017

My name is Marilyn D. Richardson and I reside in Los Angeles, CA. I am urging you to
reconsider this bill that will have the potential of leaving millions of citizens without
medical care.

There is currently an Hepatitis A outbreak in San Diego and Los Angeles counties as we
speak. They say it's from the homeiess population, but there are restaurant workers that
~ are homeless. These low wage earner are responsible for preparing the food that both
you and I eat while we on the go.

How sad that they are the ones that would more than likely suffer by the Graham-
Cassidy proposal.................. please, consider all Americans when you present your
proposed reform.

Reach across the isle until it hurts. These are the times in which someone needs to look
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julie Burish <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote NO on this healthcare bill

My name is Julie Burish and | am the parent of 21 year old daughter with a disability. The cuts to Medicaid and the
elimination of essential services puts in jeopardy the lives of many Americans!

This bill threatens the safety, independence and productivity of people disabilities. This bill and the previous bills pay for
the changes on the backs of children, frail older people and those with disabilities!!! Is this really going to make America
great? |think not!

70% of Americans want you to fix the ACA not repeal and replace!!! Please put aside your partisan politics and vote
"NO" on this bill! Please, be statesman and work in a bipartisan way to do good work!!

This bill is NOT good work.

Julie Burish

o
@, v 53005

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: email to Senator Cassidy

I am a sixty-four year old retired teacher in West Feliciana Parish. I worked 40 years in Louisiana’s public
schools with students from all backgrounds and aspirations. Now I am looking forward to my retirement, but [
have pre-diabetes, hypothyroid, high blood pressure and a hiatal hernia (My life is a pre-existing

condition!). My carpenter-husband and I have paid dearly for our Blue Cross insurance throughout our lives
and count on using Medicare. You claim to want to help people. Can you tell me anything good that the
“Graham-Cassidy-TrumpCare” plan would do? Just one specific example.

 Our insurance bills could sky-rocket out of our limited income reach;

« My fellow teacher, whose child has cancer, will remain forever broke and bankrupt, as will every one of us
who gets sick;

+ Louisiana will receive much less money to help the many poor among us;

«  Mental health problems, opioid addiction or AIDS care, all plague Louisiana and out nation but are not
dealt with (those were promises t00);

« The improved rates of coverage and care, the reduced teen pregnancy and abortion rates of the recent past
will flounder and reverse.

Can you give me even ONE example of something good that comes out of this bill for me or my community?
Three million more of us voted against the Republican promises than voted for this administration. We now
also know that the 2016 election was compromised: 39 states were attacked digitally, and millions of social
media falsehoods were illegally perpetrated. There is no mandate for Graham-Cassidy-Trump Care, but there is
a striking need to solve these election-ruining problems BEFORE the next election. This is why so many see
Republican repetitious talk, without examples, verification or proof as fantasies. Calling something “fake” does
not make it so; getting and publicizing the facts does help. Will you do that?

There is no mandate for removing health care, there is no individual choice in unregulated insurance,
there is no guaranteed care for the old or the sick, there is no economic or health advantage to political
distribution of smaller blocks of money to states. Continued blind repetition will, however, insure that there is
no confidence in free or fair elections and that there is no U.S.A. as a democratic nation or as a power in the
world. Please put America first and refuse to repeal ACA or to support the Graham-Cassidy-Trump Plan. It's
Un-American.
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From: e —
Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act comments

Date: September 20, 2017 at 4:13:47 PM CDT
To: GCHcomments@finance.senate.gov

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

On Monday, as you debate the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care
Act, | would like these concerns recorded. Any health care bill must:

1. Strip out harmful changes to Medicaid that will wreak havoc on the poor and vulnerable,
including the "per capita caps" and block granting (and sunset) of assistance for the millions of
families covered by the recent Medicaid expansion;

2. Ensure that any bill retains its current Hyde amendment protections for the unborn by
prohibiting use of federal funds for abortions or plans that cover it;

3. Include conscience protections for those involved in the health care system.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has been clear that. no repeal ought to take place without a
concurrent replacement; such a replacement must ensure that those who most depend on affordable
health care can reliably access it; it respects the dignity of all including the unborn; and that such a
replacement plan must not leave the poor in worse circumstances.

The Senate can fix problems with the Affordable Care Act {ACA) in a bipartisan way: by extending full
Hyde Amendment protections to the ACA, enacting laws that protect the conscience rights of all
stakeholders in health care, protecting religious freedom, and passing legislation that begins to remove
current and impending barriers to access and affordability, particularly for those most in need.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act instead does the
following:

« Creates block grants that replace both Medicaid expansion funding and marketplace subsidies
and caps and deeply cuts the rest of the Medicaid program. And, after 2026, the block grant
would disappear entirely leaving Louisianans high and dry.

« Ends the Medicaid expansion as we know it - putting at risk the 437,000 Louisiana citizens who
are covered under Medicaid expansion (which reduced our uninsured rate by 10%).

¢ Rolls back protections for Americans with pre-existing conditions.

» Allows states to impose burdensome work requirements as a condition of Medicaid coverage.

 Eliminates tax credits that help 122,000 moderate-income Louisiana residents afford marketplace
coverage and subsidies that help low-income residents with out-of-pocket health costs like
copays.

Additionally the focus on getting this bill passed before September 30 draws attention away from the bi-
partisan Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) which must be re-authorized by September 30 and
on which 1in 10 Louisiana children rely. CHIP cannot be allowed to expire.

Sincerely,

T
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Executive Director

Catholic Charities of the

Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux

1220 Aycock Street

Houma, LA 70360
rgorman@htdiocese.org

hitp://www .htdiocese.org/catholic-charities
(985) 876-0490

(985) 876-7751 (fax)




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: *
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:23 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Stop the Graham-Cassidy Bill

I am writing to implore you to stop the Graham-Cassidy bill that is threatening to upend the healthcare of
millions of Americans. There is a BIPARTISAN bill in the works - why not give that a chance? I
wholeheartedly agree with the governor of my state, John Bel Edwards, that Only Bipartisan approaches can
achieve lasting healthcare reform. The process has started, please give it a chance.

Aline Baldiwn
Lake Charles, Louisiana
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 7:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy

Senators,

Please do not let this horrific bill get to the floor. The people of the United States deserve better. | voted for Bill Cassidy
and this is awful. Work to find a fix for the ACA, and stop trying to reverse everything that President Obama did, just
because.

Thank you,
Susan Crockett

70124-New Orleans

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 7:27 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

Dear Senators: I registered to vote as a Republican in 1975 when I turned 18. Before that I worked with my
mom on Republican campaigns to help Louisiana become a two-party state. I was an LBJ summer intern for
Congressman W. Henson Moore. I am a lifelong Republican. I have worked and paid taxes every single year
since I graduated from school. I have never received any kind of government assistance. I am totally self-
sufficient.

However, I am terrified by Graham-Cassidy.

Today, I am living in a church medical ministry apartment in Houston where I have been most of this year. I
was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia in February. Ihad a stem cell transplant in July.

I am a single mother. I have two daughters--one in high school and one in college. I own my own business and
purchase my own health insurance. Currently, I insure my secretary, my two girls and myself. My 2107 Blue
Cross policy cost $26.265.72, with a family deductible of $3,500 a year. Blue Cross has been amazing and has
facilitated the very expensive medical care that I have received. My daughters aren't orphans because I have
insurance.

If Graham-Cassidy passes and there is no longer any Federal protection for those of us with pre-existing
conditions, I fear for my life. It is unlikely that any health insurer will cover me, or if they will, it will not be at
a price I can afford for long--even if I sell my house and liquidate my retirement and college savings. I know
many families in my situation.

I beseech you, please do not let this horrible piece of legislation pass!

Katherine M. Loos
kate@katelooslaw.com

700 St. John Street, Suite 401 (70501)
Post Office Box 51345

Lafayette, LA. 70505-1345

T (337) 534-4770 '

F (337) 534-4772




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: w
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 6:59 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Dear Members,

My 31-year-old niece was diagnosed four years ago with a brain tumor. She's a biomedical researcher in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and has private insurance through her employer. She remains in on-going treatment at M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center in Houston.

Under the provisions of the ACA, there is no cap on her lifetime treatment costs, her iliness cannot be penalized as a
preexisting condition, and leaving her present job will not affect health coverage from a new employer.

The Graham-Cassidy bill will be severely detrimental to my niece on personal, economic, and professional levels. It will
threaten her life.

Any bill that affects health coverage for every American and which affects one-sixth of the U. S. economy must be
bipartisan, carefully debated, and vetted. It must not be submitted and voted on until there have been hearings that
allow comments from professional medical and health organizations and ordinary citizens.

Rushing to pass and implement the Graham-Cassidy bill with none of these things in place is reckless. The consequences
are unknown. Many professional medical and health organizations are opposed to the bill because of the untold
suffering, financial hardship, and possible death it would cause for millions of Americans. The economic repercussions
to our economy are also unknown.

| strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
Kathy J. Higgins
4009 W. Esplanade Ave.

Metairie, Louisiana 70002
(504) 888-6473

37



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:41 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

Vote no on Cassidy/Graham bill! It will do more harm than good!! Millions of people will lose there insurance!
This a regressive bill!! Veterns, children, the disabled and Seniors will be greatly impacted Individual rates will
become completely cost prohibitive for people in 50's n 60s!! I care about our country and the insurance we
have now and how many more people who have insurance and healthcare than they did 3 years ago!!
Preexisting conditions will not be covered!! Work to improve the ACA not repeal n replace with this

Thank you!
Molly Phillips
Prairieville, LA 70769
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:19 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill - NO NO NO!!!

Honorable Senators,

Please stop the madness! Our country is better than this! You are better than this! And we, Americans, deserve better
than this!!

WORK TOGETHER to bring about a sound healthcare bill, and support the ACA until you get it done. This is not politics, it
is people's lives.

Jane Fountain
Metairie, LA

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:40 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Why I oppose GC

I am making a plea against Graham-Cassidy and all the attempts to roll back Obamacare because my family relies on
Obamacare to manage chronic ilinesses. My husband and I both have life-long illnesses that require medication, and my
husband has asthma requires medication to breathe. He broke his foot at work and was laid off after the first surgery so
we lost his health benefits. | am covered under the Medicaid expansion and we pay his premiums on a marketplace plan
with help from the subsidy advanced tax credit. If we lose that coverage, we can no longer afford medication or therapy.
Medication alone would be one third of our monthly income. If Graham-Cassidy passes, my husband can no longer
afford to breathe. Please stop this cruel legislation that will leave my family powerless and make our chronic illnesses
unmanageable and potentially deadly.

Sarah Surber
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
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Wriﬂht, Kevin (Finance) - - ————————

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

!aturday, September 23, 2017 12:11 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of Hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sheila Jacobs-Anderson
sjacobsa@bellsouth.net

1103 Northeast Street
Jonesboro, Louisiana 71251-3041
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:37 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

lauretta finiguerra
laurettafiniguerra@hotmail.com
502 S Stpatrick street

new orleans, Louisiana 70119
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:18 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Charles Morgan
rabbit12gauge@yahoo.com
705 Anderson Street

Louisiana , Louisiana 70538
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From: N
Sent: urday, September 23, 2017 12:17 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Marc Isaac
marcisaacsalon@gmail.com

736 Jefferson st

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501-6910
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L SR
From: S —
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:35 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Preserving the Affordable Care Act

I hope this finds you well. I'm writing to express how essential I consider the preservation of the ACA. The
Graham-Cassidy Bill is an atrocity and no less than a death sentence for thousands - and that seems to only be
short term!

That a doctor is behind this makes me feel ill, all the more so for his being one of my senators. Senator Cassidy
" has made a big mistake going on a late-night talk show and making a promise he so quickly trampled. This is a
major underestimation of the American imagination, and ethics. I'm looking forward to helping elect him out of
the seat he currently holds, and wouldn't be surprised if his medical license is revoked. He is so actively doing
harm it seems to me to a slap in the face to the profession.

That, however, is hardly the point. The point is that people dépend on their healthcare. Why this is so obvious in
so many other places and yet still not here is a mystery to me, as is how anyone could possibly imagine that the
US will remain a so-called superpower while advocating such backwards, despicable and violent ideas.

There is so much good to the United States. I want to celebrate and emphasize the highlights. On a very basic
level, this will require more Americans being born and making it into healthy adulthood. Making this, what
could be relatively simple, a near-unattainable goal, seems self-defeating regardless of one's political agenda.
Children need to keep being born, presumably, to keep this country going; otherwise, where does the future go?
To whom will it belong? I'm tabling everything else I want to talk about, including pollution and the thinly
veiled ethnic cleansing currently taking place here - I will focus on the literal locus, childbirth.

The first step is pregnancy. Healthy pregnancies require the education and resources required to help women
avoid becoming pregnant before they want to, and the same for supporting them through the process once they
choose it (or decide to go through with it after an accident or episode of violence). Despite having had a lot of
sex with men - all protected, as I'm privileged enough to have received said resources - I have never been
pregnant, and I've not yet tried to change that. I am not sure I ever will. [ do, however, have a number of friends
who have; some have had abortions (a crucial component of healthcare, whether you want to acknowledge that
or not) and others have gone on to had children. Luckily, all had healthcare to cover them along the way - some,
including who who had a particularly disastrous ectopic pregnancy, would most likely not be alive if they
hadn't. If they'd physically survived, they'd have taken on one of the least acknowledged crippling pre-existing
conditions: catastrophic debt.

When [ was a freshman in college, I was woken up by my mother screaming. She'd found my father seizing in
bed next to her. We were able to call an ambulance and rush him to a nearby very good hospital in New York. It
was by pure good grace that he lived - had my mother not woken up, had circumstances been slightly different,
he likely would have died without making it to the hospital. But it was because of his healthcare coverage that
my family was able to make it through his recovery. He's a celebrated professor and dean at an Ivy League
university, someone our society even in its current state embraces. He's intelligent and a hard worker, he
exercises, he just happeend to have a blood clot in his brain no one had known about.

If the Graham-Cassidy bill passes, I will take it as a message that the current Congress wishes my father had
died. I will take it personally, as I ought to. And I will be heartbroken.
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Please, please, vote with your conscience, take a cue from Senator McCain and block this bill. It's an assault on
humanity and will have devastating consequences. I recognize that McCain is grappling with his own mortality;
I sympathize with him, but I disagree with that as a requirement for doing the good and decent thing.

I look forward to this bill's defea‘f and Senators Graham and Cassidy apologizing for such a despicable
suggestion.

Thank you very much for your time,
Jess Pinkham

2436 Saint Bernard Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70119
www.jesspinkham.com
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stephen Hackett

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:46 AM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

| own my own business and purchase insurance through the ACA Marketplace. Our oldest son has brain cancer, and the
protections against lifetime caps and pre-exsisting coverage rate increases are the only way | could have left my old job
to start a company and still know that | could care for my son.

Removing these protections, which is <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>