Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: katherine morrison {

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment for the record

I completely oppose the Graham- Cassidy bill. The ACA must be refined, not repealed. Graham-Cassidy is a
hastily constructed, unanalyzed, purely political bill (see Grassley) without consideration of the needs of real
Americans.

Katherine Morrison

Sent from Gmail Mobile
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

A4

From: Robert Biedron, Deborah Blanton, & Daniel Biedrof—

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:40 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care Comment

Dear Senators,
I feel I must comment on the proposed health care bills, past, present, and future.

I am a middle class woman with health issues that put me in the pre-existing conditions category.
In addition, I am trying to plan when I will retire, which puts me in the category of someone who is
concerned about the availability of health care now and in the future. Perhaps I should not

say “availability of health care.” What I really mean is “the availability of AFFORDABLE health
care.”

Right now I am in the fortunate position of being covered by my husband’s employee health
insurance. That will end when he retires, as best I can understand from the information I have
received. So then the question becomes, will I be able to afford health insurance as someone with
pre-existing conditions? And if I have to work to insure, and can manage the cost until I'm eligible
for Medicare, will that program still be available to me, though I have paid for it since I was a
teenager? Will I have to work the rest of my life to provide health insurance for myself?

Do you intend to do that yourself? I realize many of you work long past the retirement age of
people whose bodies are worn by the stress of labor, but most people endure physical and
emotional stress that ages them and makes it very difficult to work into their 80s and 90s.

It is easy for you, being comfortably wealthy and federally insured, to forget that there are those
whose very lives depend on good AND affordable health insurance to be able to pay for our
nation’s good, but EXPENSIVE, health care.

You are concerned, as best I can determine, with:

. Not forcing people to have health insurance
. Not paying to help poor people with paying for health insurance

. And not requiring health insurance companies to do right by people

I can remember a time when I was not concerned with health insurance, when I was young, healthy,
and poor. I ended up in a university hospital with an inexplicable hearing loss. Thank goodness it
was a teaching hospital and my condition was rare enough that I ended up not being charged, but I

KNOW that someone paid for it - probably the insured patients. It was a kinder and gentler time.
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Youth and good health are no guarantees in regard to the lack of need for health care. No one is
guaranteed from one moment to the next that they will remain healthy. It is, however, hard to
convince the young and the poor that they need health insurance. In my opinion it is up to YOU to
set up circumstances that will make health care the order of business for the young and poor. If they
are NOT insured, then I and my fellow middle class members end up paying for their care through
increased insurance costs on OUR part. It seems that some Congressional Representatives think
emergency rooms take care of sick poor people at no cost, but that is not true. The hospitals charge
more to others to care for the poor.

Poor people, with all the demands on their limited funds, can’t choose between food and shelter on
the one hand and health insurance on the other. It shows your lack of understanding of the majority
of Americans that you cannot see this. I suggest that you do a creative experiment and using even
the MEDIAN income for families demographically similar to yours, then factor in the various costs
of living, including transportation, and see where health insurance comes into the budget. You must
provide some solution that makes insurance affordable for the poor, or you will be purposely
behaving immorally.

Finally, I find it hard to believe that the insurance companies are under financial stress. I just
looked up Blue Cross Blue Shield of Virginia, and in 2016 they had a profit of $2.5 billion dollars.
Here’s the link: http://media.corporate-ir.net/media_files/IROL/13/130104/2016AR/index.html.
When you put the insurance companies, who seem to be doing quite fine, before your constituents
and other Americans, you are not fulfilling your job as Senators of the United States of America.

I have not been selected to speak for others, but here’s what I want:

. I want health insurance/health care that is affordable to people at all
ages and all stages of their lives.

. I want health care that does not require a lot of extra effort on my part
(in other words, customer friendly care) because I work and I don’t
have time to fool with insurance companies and, frankly, their
nonsense.

« I want the insurance companies to be required to limit their administrative costs so that
"~ MOST of the extraordinary amount of money our family pays for insurance annually will be
used for covering health care for us and others. I’'m not at all fond of paying exorbitant
~ salaries to insurance executives.

Most of all, what ] DEMAND is that you do your job and take care of the American people. I'm
tired of the extreme partisanship and the determination to do away with anything that has anything
to do with former President Obama.
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Frankly, grow up, do your job, help us. Is that too much to ask?
Sincerely,

Deborah L Blanton

GE——
G
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ed QR

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Ed Levering

Petersburg NJ

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

(]
From: bethutton sisna.com "
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:39 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday Sept. 25 at
2pmET
Attachments: Ltr to Senate Finance Comm Sept 24 2017.docx

Attached is my letter of comment for the
Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday Sept. 25 at 2 pm

ET

* Thank you for including this in the hearing record.

Beth Utton
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)_ ———————————

From: Dean Laabs

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:40 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Grahm-Cassidy Bill

The Graham-Cassidy bill to repeal and replace the ACA will do nothing to stem steep increases in the cost of health insurance for those who will be able to afford it. Do
not pass the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Sincerely,

Dean Laabs

G
)
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Weigel, Michelle m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:40 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please vote no

Please vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill tomorrow morning. On behalf of the millions living with a pre-existing
coverage, this bill does not guarantee that we will have coverage. We deserve coverage. '

Sincerely,
Michelle Weigel
Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: .
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
whom they are addressed.

If you are not the named addressee, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of
this email is prohibited.

Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from
your system.

JDRF accepts no liability for the content of this e-mail, or for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the
information provided, unless that information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the foundation unless otherwise
stated and confirmed in writing in a form other than email. Although the company has taken reasonable precautions to
ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail, the company accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus

transmitted by this e-mail or attachment(s).
JDRF,~
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

" -
From: Pamela B Elders
Sent: Sunday, September 24,2017 8:39 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

| am writing to oppose the passage of the Graham-Cassidy bill for all the reasons citing below:
1. Lack of full CBO analysis.
2. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

3. Block grants to states which would have the effect of creating balkanized health care system in the UNITED
states.

4. Ability of states to waive any of the Essential Health Benefits.

5. Inefficiency of a plan where all 50 states must create their own infrastructure to administer health care.
6. Medicaid cuts.

7. Cost-shifting to states, especially those that expanded Medicaid.

8. Elimination of the mandate which surely will result in pricing seniors and those with pre-existing conditions out of
the health care market.

9. States could refuse to provide payment assistance for low-income families.

10. It's cruel.

Sincerely,

Pam Elders
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: JS.

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:39 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject the Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill that maintains the parts of the
ACA that are helping the citizens and work on fixing the items that are hurting them further.

Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid
and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

J. Silva
Los Altos, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rita Rubin

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:39 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Plea from a mother of an autistic daughter

As the mother of an adult daughter with autism I am begging you not to pass the Graham Cassidy bill. Since
autism would be a pre-existing condition private insurers would not have to provide coverage for her. For
people like'my daughter, the cancellation or gross reduction in Medicaid would not only affect medical care, but
would also affect Supported Living and Independent Living Services, Day Programs, In Home Support
services, and transportation. By keeping our adult children out of institutions we are saving the State and
Federal governments much money. [ am afraid legislators don't realize how much money we pay out of pocket
even having insurance. We just agreed to have our daughter see a therapist for $225 an hour to help with her
head banging, biting, and yelling, since nothing else we have tried has worked. Please consider the real impact
of the vote you will be casting.

Thank you,

Rita Rubin
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Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

L T
From: Katie Michels
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:39 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy Hearing

I am writing in support of the Affordable Care Act, and in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am someone who has
always had and maintained health insurance. I am also a type 1 diabetic, and before Obamacare could not get health
insurance on the open market because of this pre-existing condition.

1 would like to be financially responsible, and take care of my health now in order to prevent catastrophic health issues
(and costs) later. Without insurance, 1 month of insulin costs me over $1,000. With insurance, it is less than $200. Good
health insurance, which doesn't discriminate based on health status, makes that possible for me and the 130 million
Americans with pre-existing health conditions to do the right thing and pay into the system. All people should have the
right to purchase health insurance. Because of Obamacare, I can do that and not be penalized for my health status.
Please, protect the right of American citizens to take care of their bodies by allowing all Americans to have access to
good health insurance. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Katie Michels

Montpelier, VT
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Wrig_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Luna Jewels

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:39 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

I'm writing this email to implore you reject the Graham-Cassidy bill. This bill, if passed, will decimate the
American landscape because if 20-30 million Americans no longer qualify nor can afford healthcare there will
be suffering and death because of it. People that have to choose between medical care vs putting food on the
table don't have left over money to spend on anything else. No new clothes, no new cars, no new electronics.
That means eventually lost jobs, lost businesses, which means lost tax revenue. I don't need to tell you what that

means.

There isn't a single medical organization that is for Graham-Cassidy. Doctors, nurses and medical professionals
are against it. Insurance companies are against it. The head of medicaid is against it. Please, if you have even a
shadow of a doubt listen to that doubt and reject this viscous and harmful bill.

Thank you, Julia Baker
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) -
From: Cynthia Stern QY

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:38 PM ’
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassady

No no no!!! Fix the problems of ACA bipartisan-ly, DO NOT repeal it in favor of punitive measures in the GOP
mantra & obsession of "states' rights."
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: T Opatrny

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare

The healthcare industry should not be a "for profit" business. Everyone deserves healthcare and it is immoral
to say otherwise. This is not one of those cases where we should just see what happens with a free

market. We know exactly what will happen. A few people will make a lot of money but a lot more will suffer
and possibly die because they are denied access to affordable care.

My family uses the ACA for our healthcare. Work together to fix it instead of passing this new health bill,
which solves none of the problems that the ACA has and actually only makes the healthcare system
worse. This new bill does not protect pre-existing conditions, one of the more important aspects of the
ACA. My family depends on this and to remove it would be devastating to us. We depend on Congress to
protect us and this new bill tells us that you don't care about average Americans.

When it comes to the next election, we will remember what you do here.

Thank you,
Tova Opatrny
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) i

From: Stacey Sherr Michelon—

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:33 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

I am a woman. Equality is a right provided under our Constitution. Why then are women to pay more for
healthcare under Graham-Cassidy? Why is pregnancy a pre-existing condition? If the GOP is so helllbent on
being "pro-life" why does it not care for life after birth? We all deserve medical care.

Stacey Sherr Michelon
Glencoe, Illinois

Please excuse typos- Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: maria.similton

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:16 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GC HC Bill

Title of Hearing: Graham Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date of Hearing: September 25, 2017

My name: Maria Similton

My Address: m

Thank you for accepting and reviewing comments on the proposed Graham CASSIDY Healthcare Bill. It is
egregious that the Republicans are pushing a detrimental healthcare bill without true hearings and a full CBO
score that would detail the number of people that would lose healthcare, the increases in premiums, the true cost
of this Bill, and the total elimination of funding after 2026.

Additionally; the lies regarding the real elimination of preexisting conditions by Republiéans is |

unacceptable. The obvious bribery of Senators to support this bill against the best interests of thier Constituents
is abhorrent. Please protect Americans by forcing regular order on such an important critical need for the

country.
Thank you.

Maria Similton



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharyn Campbell

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:16 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Senate Finance Committee statement for the record

Congress needs to focus on repair, not repeal, of the ACA. As a trained economist, | believe it will be much better for the

economy. The labor force will be more flexible if individuals and families don’t have to consider health care as a primary driver for
where they work and live. | am tired of the U.S. thinking it has everything figured out. The reality is, other countries have universal
coverage and in many cases, better costs, than we experience in the U.S. What can we learn from others? This is not an area where
the U.S. is a world leader. Who's #BetterThanTheUS when it comes to universal health care for its citizens?

Just stop and think what life would be: like for the elderly and their family members if Medicare did not exist. | hope you can imagine
how ugly it would be. Well, that's what too many in this country are suffering, at young ages. All human beings matter and deserve
health coverage. All Members of Congress and their families are covered with a very beneficial plan; how hypocritical of you to attempt
to deny that same level of coverage to your fellow citizens.

f want bipartisan solution to this. The citizens of America have elected a bipartisan Congress, not a Republican Congress. All of
Congress represents all of America, and you will have the best solution if you work together on repairs to the ACA. By ignoring the
Democratic perspective, you are essentially taking an easy path. Collaboration and compromise require thinking, listening, responding,
and negotiating - that's right, real work. This is what you are being paid to do - not to shut out the “other side”. The rest of us don't get
to live our lives working with only those with whom we agree; the rest of us have to collaborate and compromise every day at work and
at home. So should you. It's everything John McCain said - we want to see Congress function with transparency and

bipartisanship. You were elected to be leaders of this nation; I'll start using that term in reference to you once | see you behave like
leaders. This is your chance. History will judge you, and history will get it right, even if you don't.

Sharyn Campbell
Henrico, VA, USA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

-t

yurkofsky EEEIITODENY

Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:15 PM
gchcomments

Denise Yurkofsky

Graham-Cassidy hearing, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017

My family relies on affordable health care. I am also an elder law attorney and represent
many people who are disabled or eldetly and count on affordable health care. Theit lives
were significantly improved as a result of the Affordable Care Act and its protections for
people with pre-existing conditions (who were finally able to work and live with dignity
without losing their health insurance) and the prohibitions against lifetime caps helped
my clients with severe illnesses avoid bankruptcy.

Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congtressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

T recommend that you start with making sure the insurance markets remain strong by

keeping the subsidies intact.

Sincerely,

Denise Yurkofsky



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Pat Goldsmith m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:15 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Why I Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

| had breast cancer over 10 years ago. I'm very fortunate to be a survivor, and I'm also fortunate that | had good
insurance that covered the vast majority of my expenses. That will not be true for me, as someone with a "pre-existing
condition," under this bill. Insurance companies will be able to discriminate against me and millions of people who have
beeniill. | agree with Senator McCain that the only way forward must be bipartisan. Please work to improve the
Affordable Care Act through bipartisan cooperation, instead of passing this destructive and cruel legislation.

Respectfully,
Patricia Goldsmith
Livingston, NY



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stephanie Ziemann

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care

Please don’t let my daughter’s health be threatened by allowing her health coverage to be compromised. She
has every right to live as healthy as possible, just like the rest of us; regardless of how rich her father and I are

or are not.

Thank you,
Stephanie Ziemann
Mother of Ada-Lily, age 7



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Hodge

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Hello,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. | have three small children and | fear my pregnancies and births would be
considered a pre-existing condition under this plan. My elderly mother lives on a fixed income
and may need Medicaid coverage soon. | fear that her safety net would vanish under this
plan. | have friends with a baby who was born with a life threatening health issue and needed
extended time in the NICU. | fear this baby's issues at birth would be considered a pre-
existing condition under this plan and she would never be able to afford health care and
receive further essential care. | could go on and on -- there are so many people in my life who
would be effected negatively by this bill. This bill is not humane. To quote a recent article in
the Atlantic, this bill is "antithetical to insurance."

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please
do not let down the American people. Do not let down my family, my children, my elderly
mother, my friend's beautiful baby. We deserve medical care, and we deserve care we can

afford.

Sincerely,
Angela Hodge
Vashon, Washington



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peter Casanavem
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:13 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: The ACA saved my twins

I have three daughters, all of whom have benefited from the ACA. However, one daughter was dramatically
saved by the ACA. Another daughter was saved by the ACA but in a less dramatic way. Also, my late father-in-
law passed at nearly 101 was using Medicaid in a way that saved taxpayer money! Below is the story of

My daughter Alex was directly saved by the ACA. She had been covered by my wife's health insurance until
she graduated from college. We were much relieved that the ACA allowed her to go back onto my wife's plan
using the "younger than 26" provision. She was the picture of health, a former dancer and runner, a perfect
candidate for the opting out of health care scenario. She suddenly weakened, and was collapsing. In the
Emergency Room she was diagnosed as having a rare cancer, Chordoma, that was the shape of a fat sausage
from the back of her nose traveling across the base of her skull and pressing against her brain stem. The brain
stem pressure was causing her symptoms and was threatening her life. Eight days after the diagnosis she had her
first craniotomy (brain surgery), accessing the tumor through the soft tissue behind her nose. This required not
only a neurosurgeon but a specialty Nose and Throat surgeon to make the initial opening and to close and care
for it after surgery. A second craniotomy was more traditional and happened as soon as it was safe to do so four
months late; the purpose was to remove tumor tissue that was not accessible for the first approach. Because
some tumor was unable to be removed even with these two surgeries, she required special radiation treatment
daily over eight weeks using protons emitted from a cyclotron (an atom smasher) that was only available at a
facility several states away. She recovered fully though the chance of recurrence continues; it is an unusual
cancer in that recurrence does not diminish over time -- statistically it increases. As a result she must undergo
special MRI's to be interpreted by the radiologist who supervised her proton treatment. She is now working as a
Registered Nurse using the degree she acquired after recovery. However, her pre-existing condition puts her at
risk of not being covered or only being covered at great expense.

Her situation exposes a great fault of the ACA, one that I would like to see improved. In spite of being insured
she ended up with what I would estimate was over a million dollars in debt. The surgeons for the two brain
surgeries, the oncologist for the proton treatment, and the two hospitals were all "out of network." It is a crap
shoot as to which disease will be covered by the necessary specialists or facilities. None of the proposed bills
from the current congress address this grave fault.

I will write separately about my other two daughters and my father in law.

Peter Albert Casanave | —



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: S. J. Yates (NN

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:13 P
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments about Graham-Cassidy bill
Hello,

The Graham-Cassidy bill opens the door to the sorts of junk health insurance we had before Obamacare. Annual
caps, Lifetime caps, sky-high rates for pre-existing conditions that make currently ill people uninsurable -- the
Graham-Cassidy bill would bring that all back. Please don't pass this horrible bill. Instead, please work with
Democrats to come up with bipartisan fixes to Obamacare.

Long after Donald Trump is gone, Americans will have to live with the consequences of the decisions you are
making. Please make wise decisions.

Sincerely,

S.J. Yates’



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Berman m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
it is an outrageous piece of mean-spirited legistation that does not at all address the health care of the American people.
Please do it right. Sit down with Democrats and repair the ACA.

Richard Berman



Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Luna Jewe!s (TN -

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

Can you imagine finding out that your child has cancer and it will cost an extra $16,000 on top of the premiums
you already pay to treat them and you only make $30,000 a year? And that is just their medical care, that's not
including your own or anyone else in your family. That is just one awful scenario if this unbelievably cruel,
malicious and thoughtless bill passes. Please don't let this become normal. Life is hard enough when you're sick
and/or poor, please don't make it even harder just to make it easier for the healthy and/or wealthy.

J. V. Black
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Feddersens </

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Dear Committee Members,

| have been a Registered Nurse for over 40 years. The Graham-Cassidy bill can not legitimately be
called a health care bill. The consequences will be terrible for so many US citizens. Do not let this

happen to us.

Virginia Printz-Feddersen
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: raymond wojtkowiak —

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
this bill is not going to serve the public's healthcare needs better than ObamaCare which, while needing adjustments,
must be built upon. We finally have the vehicle, make it right. My kids, my grandkids, my great grandkids...all depending

on you to finally do your job for them instead generating additional tax break revenues for your wealthy supporters.
Quite a few of my friends and neighbors are watching this closely. This is the most important vote of all time. We have

raymond wojtkowiak
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) —

From: Stacie Buech:nerW
Sent: Sunday, September 23, :

To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare bill

Stop worrying about a chit in your "won" column and do what is "right" for the american people. DO NOT PASS THIS BILL
-- remember that you WORK for the people and not yourself and your record. People need to have the right to medical

care without stipulations.

Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: kathy malone

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with is that as a freelancer on a low income such as mine, there is no way I would be able to afford any sort of
health insurance for me and my son. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA,
not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kathy Malone
Brooklyn, New York
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Christine Carter — . ;

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:11 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: affordable care act

My family rrelies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
father has been battling cancer and without the help of strong medicaid he would be in financial
difficulties right now. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,

Christine Carter

G
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Llanes_
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:11 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Concerning the Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill

My name is Barbara Llanes. My son/daughter is Nelson Bayona Jr. and attends a progressive program at OCA in
Winter Park. OCA stands for Opportunity, Community and Ability and it offers Behavior therapy, recreation
programs, adult vocational training, summer and holiday camps as well as after-school programs for individuals with
special needs. Its programs are funded predominantly through Florida’s CDC+ monies which are Medicaid Waiver
monies from the Medicaid program that will be greatly impacted by any block grants, cuts or caps as proposed in the
Graham-Cassidy bill. | have worked so hard to support my child so that he can be part of our community and do not
want to see that go away or be forced to make a decision about an institutional setting. We respectfully request that
you oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill and oppose any cuts or caps to Medicaid, on behalf of my son.

Sincerely,

Barbara Llanes

]
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) il

From: Laura o QY
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:11 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: opposition to Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill

I am a mother of two (soon-to-be three children) and pediatrician. As a mother, physician and Christian human
being, I see nothing positive in this bill and plead that for the sake of my children and children's children, you
do not approve this proposed legislation.

While I recognize that The Affordable Care is not without problems and Republicans promised prompt repeal, I
believe that the Graham-Cassidy bill will only make problems worse rather than better. It would be better to
take the time and bipartisan input needed to improve our complex healthcare system than to pass this bill just so
you can tout the "accomplishment” on the campaign trail. This is because the Graham-Cassidy bill will leave
many more uninsured (particularly innocent children currently covered by Medicaid), remove protections
against charging higher premiums (or refusing coverage) for those who need it most (i.e. those with pre-existing
conditions) and the elderly while raising overall premiums. Moreover, by handing over so much financial
control of healthcare to the states, chaos, inefficiency and vast disparities in care will ensue. The only ones that I
see who might benefit will be businesses and wealthy individuals who will receive tax cuts under this plan, but
that is not in keeping with the goal of improving our broken healthcare system.

If this bill is approved in its current form, you can be assured that people will die--young, old, rich, and poor, as
well as suffer bankruptcy and other major burdens that will not incline them to support Republicans in their
campaigns or at the ballot box.

Sincerely,
Laura Hunt, MD, FAAP
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tanya Pedersen-Barr

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:10 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and
people with disabilities.

Tanya Pedersen-Barr
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Liz Lopez SnEY

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I do NOT support the Graham-Cassidy bill

Please do not pass this bill. It is wrong for America and will harm so many Americans.

Vote no on this bill!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: sa Fields

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote NO #GrahamCassidy'

My name is Lisa Fields. I live in Asheville NC and not only do I vote but I also work my local polls on election day.
Please vote no for GrahamCassidy.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield made the following warning.

In unprecedented joint letter, the entire American health care system - 1/6 of the economy - rejects Graham-Cassidy.

https://twitter.com/TopherSpiro/status/911933970421551105

I also reject Graham-Cassidy.
I believe Sen. John McCain said it best.

I believe we could do better working together, Republicans and Democrats, and have not yet really tried. Nor could I support it
without knowing how much it will cost, how it will affect insurance premiums, and how many people will be helped or hurt by it.
Without a full CBO score, which won’t be available by the end of the month, we won’t have reliable answers to any of those
questions. :

I’m a proud American Citizen who works with special needs people.

I hope you will consider my thoughts regarding GrahamCassidy

Sincerely,

Lisa Fields, MS.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jay Hurst Office

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM

To: "gchcomments

Subject: Citizen Response regarding Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing, September 25, 2017

Title Of Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Date of the Hearing: September 25, 2017

EJ Hurst Il
Law Office of EJ Hurst 1l

It is beyond my'grasp how the Republican Party will set a campaign promise to repeal -
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) ahead of any coherent attempt to provide affordable health
care to the majority of Americans.

The GOP has spent EIGHT years now foaming at the mouth to “repeal and
replace.” And yet in those eight years, an utter failure of leadership has left the GOP with a
replacement of . . . nothing. The GOP’s scattershot approach has failed since January because
the American people are not stupid. We see you have nothing. We are watching the GOP
trying to force through nonsense after nonsense that will harm tens of millions of their
neighbors, trying to move fast enough that the facts cannot be found and reported before the
vote could be had, all because they spent seven of the last eight years blustering without a real
thought about what would work better than the ACA.

Shame on you.

We didn’t fall for your urgency last month, and we are not falling for it this month. Quit
playing politics with American lives. Do your bloody jobs. And find bipartisan solutions to the
ACA’s problems as we Americans want you to do. Kill the Graham-Cassidy abomination today,
as the majority of responsible Americans are telling you to do.

Most sincerely,

EJ Hurst 11, (N

EJ Hurst ll, Attorney
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

MO
From: Rose, Adam James
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to Cassidy-Graham Bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked
hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve
over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the

cracks — especially the most vuinerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Bolton

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote no on Graham-Cassidy

I am a veterinarian and have devoted my life
to the provision of quality health care for
all. My professional oath states "first, do no
harm". The Graham-Cassidy bill does harm
by failing to protect American citizens with
Medicaid, pre-existing conditions, and
disabilities. Therefore, I oppose the
Graham-Cassidy bill. Along with the
majority of Americans (your constituents!!),
I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA,

- not repeal it. .

Sincerely,

Liz Bolton, DVM
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: . Kristina Callahan -~

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing, Monday, September 25, 2017

I, my family members, and my friends rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. I have Lupus, my sister has lupus: therefore we have a family "marker"” for this disease which may affect my nieces, and my
great nieces, I want to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kristi'ii iiilihan

i
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Wriﬂht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Katherine Murphy —

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please save the ACA

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | fell off a telephone pole while
working. That used to be the reason to deny me coverage. Now that | have had cancer, if | ever lose my coverage, | can't
imagine getting affordable healthcare. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Thank you,

Katherine Murphy

North Hollywood, CA (N
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erght, Kevin (Flan"ancev)

From: roberta keogan m
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:0

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing ,Monday,Sept 25

My family relies on quality,affordable healthcare. Because of this I oppose the Graham- Cassidy bill.

Both of my sons suffer from mental illness. With medicaid they are able to obtain psychiatric care which would not be available to
them otherwise. I am sad enough that this has happened to them, but I would be devastated if they were not able to get the help that
they need. I am also a nurse and have seen the tragedies that befall families with no access to healthcare. Things which could have

been prevented or treated very simply progress to health issues which are life altering, or deadly. 1 would like to see a

bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA rather than repealing it.

Sincerely,

Roberta im
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fﬁnce)

From: : Kala Melchiori A

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: my mentor's life depends on you

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

I am urging you to do all you can to stop the Graham-Cassidy healthcare repeal bill. My name is Kala
Melchiori, and I am an assistant professor at James Madison University in Harrisonburg, VA. Years ago, | was
an undergraduate student at Marshall University, in Huntington, WV. While there I had a fantastic mentor -
Paige. Paige mentored me in research projects and helped me get into graduate school. Paige is also a force for
good in the Huntington community, working with the local community garden, sexual assault prevention and
victim advocacy groups, and countless other students who turn to her for guidance.

Paige was diagnosed with and treated for breast cancer a few years ago. After it seemed as though her life with
her two daughters was settling down, she lost her husband suddenly due to an aneurysm. She is now raising her
two young daughters on her own, and has learned her cancer is back. She now has stage IV, metastatic breast
cancer. The average survival time for women with this diagnosis is 2 years. She will not live to see her children
graduate middle school.

She needs to seek every treatment available to her to extend her life with her children. Passage of the Graham-
Cassidy bill would mean an additional $140,000 cost to her treatment. She makes a modest income at a state
institution in an impoverished state. She is a single parent. Passage of this bill would cost months or years of her
life. It would rob her children of their mother even sooner than they ever imagined. Additionally, it would mean
her children - who have a mom who had breast cancer and a dad with an aneurysm, both at an early age - would
have an almost impossible time finding affordable, quality health insurance.

Please, please, please do the right thing. Oppose Graham-Cassidy. Help my'mentor and friend Paige love her
daughters for as long as she possibly can.

Thank you,

Kala Melchiori
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Meagan Kinney .
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:08 PM
To: gchcomments

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause millions to lose their health coverage while destroying
Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors, and people with
disabilities or preexisting conditions.

Warmly,

Meagan Kinney
Mt Pleasant Tx
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate Ryan

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:.07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: PLEASE DON'T KILL ME

I am 33 years old. I live in MA, where 80% of our Medicaid/care funding comes from the federal government.
And I am begging you with all of my heart to please not let me die.

I have Autism spectrum disorder, non verbal learning disability, chronic debilitating depression, generalized
anxiety disorder, OCD, PTSD and chronic self harm. I also have a bad back I take medications for as well as
my 4 psychiatric medications. My psychiatrist and therapist are paid from Medicaid. I am on SSDI because I am
unable to work due to my disabilities. I try very hard but I do not interview well. And work environments are
hard for me.

I do not want to die. But I need my medications and doctors to live. The graham Cassidy bill would take away
my access to crucial medical services. I can and do contribute to society. I volunteer at church and in my town. I
write a Blog. I have friends and a life. I have two adorable nephews and I do not want to miss seeing them grow
up.

Please do not pass this bill. Please let me live. Please let my friends live also. We have lives worth living. We
have hearts full of love. We work as hard as we can.

I don't know what else to say. If you are a compassionate person with any soul at all you will please please
please not pass this bill.

Sincerely

Kate Rii' =
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharlee DiMenichi —>

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:07 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
| have a pre-existing condition and could be denied health insurance because of it. | am also concerned because many of
my neighbors rely on Medicaid and | don't want their coverage limited or eliminated.

Please do not let this bill become law.

Thank you.

Sincefel’y,

Sharlee DiMenichi

Sharlee DiMenichi

18102
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) |

From: Linda Maldonado w
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:06 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: My ACA story

My granddaughter was born on Obamacare on Nov 21, 2016.

Her mother is my son's girlfriend. She is 28 years old. She is a full-time student. She works part-time and
earns too much to qualify for Medicaid. Because she works part-time she is not entitled to employer
sponsored health insurance.

She purchased a plan through Healthcare.gov several years ago. After a $181/month subsidy, her
monthly premium is $250. Annual deductible is $500. She paid $700 for prenatal care and delivery. Her
pregnancy was unplanned. She was on birth control pills when she conceived, therefore she could have easily
justified not purchasing maternity coverage.

If Healthcare.gov was not there and if essential health benefits were not covered, I doubt that she would
have purchased insurance.

I do not know what she would have done about her pregnancy if she did not have insurance. She would have either had
to quit her job so that she would be eligible for Medicaid, drop out of school and try to find a job that provided insurance or
terminate the pregnancy.

Thanks to the ACA, | have a beautiful healthy granddaughter.

| also worked in Neonatal ICU, so I'm somewhat aware of what can go wrong with infants. The following commentary is
based on my experience. Itis narrowly based on maternity coverage:

A Los Angeles Times study shows that if maternity care were not included as an EHB, purchasing it a la
carte would raise premiums 24-75%. The Los Angeles Times did not study pediatrics, which I assume is
much more expensive. A healthy pregnancy and delivery costs about $15,000. However, many have
complications, the most common is maternal Group B strep and hyperbilirubinemia. Most of these require a
hospital stay of 3 days.

Maternal hypertension is the most common cause of premature delivery. Often those moms are hospitalized to prevent
delivery.

Most of us know someone who has had a baby in the Neonatal ICU. I read that having baby on a ventilator in
NICU for several days will result in an average medica! bill of $100,000. However, there are cases where the
infant has further complications from prematurity such as brain bleeds and necrotizing enterocolitis. These
conditions will resuit in surgeries and skyrocketing medical bills.

There is also a common complication of late delivery called meconium aspiration. This can be as serious as premature
delivery. Aspiration causes a chemical pneumonia. Unlike other common chemical pneumonias, meconium is an acidic
tar-like substance that aheres to the lungs. Therefore it can have serious consequences. Sometimes infants need to be
placed on special cardiac bypass equipment to completely allow the lungs to heal.

The above are common examples of complications seen in newborns. One can see how costs can rapidly accrue for
conditions that are fairly common. :

NICU is covered under the mother's maternity plan.

This does not even begin to cover pediatrics, which would be covered by another policy.
32



Los Angeles Times study: http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-essential-health-benefits-
20170322-story.html
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Steven Wagner%
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 201/ 9:

To: gchcomments
Cc: Portman, Casework (Portman)
Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

Please consider this as testimony submitted to the committee -

All U.S. Senators should abandon the Graham-Cassidy bill and return to the bipartisan approach led by Senators
Alexander and Murray. The Graham-Cassidy gill is bad for the health of this Nation. You don’t have to search
to find a health care expert that will tell you Graham-Cassidy would be devastating to millions of people. The
American Medical Association, the American Hospital Association, the American Health Insurance Plans, the
American Cancer Society and scores of consumer groups are all urging the Senate to kill the bill.

- Some Senators may say that they are waiting for more information but ignore the fact that the Congressional
Budget Office will not have time to provide analysis on coverage losses or premium increases. That should be
critical information for a health care bill. The Senate should never vote on health care legislation that does not
have the full analysis of the bipartisan CBO. Legislation impacting so many should receive full, considered
deliberation that includes all obtainable information before there is a vote.

Nevertheless, there is already a substantial amount of information about Graham-Cassidy and it all shows that
many will be significantly harmed. While there are some temporary winners in the redistribution of funds, all
people lose as the expansion funds disappear and Medicaid caps shrink coverage and benefits for older adults,
children and those with disabilities. Analyses available now show over 30 Million people will lose coverage
by 2027. Everyone loses, as the protections for those with pre-existing conditions are eroded. Older adults will
be particularly hard hit, as insurance companies are once again able to charge premiums five times that of a
younger adult.

Graham-Cassidy is a flawed and harmful piece of legislation that must be abandoned so that the Senate can
return to important matters that provide care. The Senate should return to bipartisan discussions that fund the
cost sharing reductions and reinsurance. The Senate needs to pass CHIP funding. The Senate needs to extend
support for the Community Health Center Fund.

Do what is good for the people. Protect our care. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Steve Wagner
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: anne holloway GE NG

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose GOP healthcare bill

Absolutely cowardly and dastardly to vote in favor of the GOP healthcare abomination. Vote NO. Thank you.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mirele Goldsmith iy

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health care

Dear Senators,
I am a freelancer so I rely on purchasing quality, affordable health insurance through the exchange.

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill because I may lose the ability to purchase coverage, and because millions of
other people who need health care will lose access to it.

Sick, indebted people, cannot build a strong country. We need to build on the progress made with the ACA, not
throw it away.

I would like to see a bi-partisan effort to improve the ACA, not to repeal it.
Sincerely, .

Mirele Goldsrhith
Bethesda, MD

Sent from Mirele's smartphone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Rosenberg-Wohi m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:05 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy bill

I rely on access to excellent, affordable healthcare and therefore strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1
would like to see a bipartisan effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Sarah Rosenberg-Wohl
San Francisco, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Damodaran, Arun

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:05 PM

To: gchcomments -

Cc: . Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, I write in
opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that
came before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would
clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning
protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this
bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than srrippi’ng health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a
bipartisan approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. I urge you to take that
opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, transmission, re-transmission, dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any
computer.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Leslie Farrell

Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:03 PM
gchcomments

My statement regarding Cassidy-Graham proposal
GrahamCassidyVote.docx

Please accept my statement regarding the Cassidy-Graham proposal.

Thank you.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

Sent: Sunday, September Z4, :

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill; thoughts on health care & current political process

Dear Members of Congress:

It seems as if our country is in a nightmare that we can't escape as another horrific health care bill is under
consideration. I urge all Senators to thoroughly consider the implications of the Graham-Cassidy bill and vote
NO.

I am one of the many American citizens who for most of my life has trusted that our government officials had
the best interests of our country and its citizens at heart. I, personally, participated in local government as a
member of the board of trustees for public libraries (3) and on a regional library board in the state of IL. Tknow
how many hours I dedicated to preparing for each board meeting so that I was well informed before I voted on
any issue brought before the board. Iam very disheartened that the Republican party seems to be operating
from a "group think" mind set without any regard to the best interests of the American people, their health care,
or the needs of the health care providers. It appears that not all the Senators have even read the bill thoroughly.

I personally favor the Medicare for All bill now before the Senate. My son is a single parent with 3

children. He has worked for a big box store all his working life and is now in management. Through all that
time the health needs of his family were subsidized through the state government because 1) his income put him
at poverty level 2) the insurance provided did not adequately meet the needs of his family. As a result I have
become more politically engaged in the hopes that Congress will realize that health care is a right and pass
legislation to support that view. I want my grandchildren to have the freedom to pursue their dreams without
the constant worry over 1) the cost of health care 2) the threat of a claim being denied due to a pre-existing
condition and 3) if health care will be available should they choose to live in a rural area.

Honestly, I have more productive uses of my time than constantly responding to another ill-conceived health
care bill that is not really about the health care needs of the American people but more about the wishes and
profits of big money donors.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

Diane Fox

West Lafayette, IN”
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‘Wright, Kevin (Finance)

A
From: Nan Smith
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:04 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA

Members of my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would
like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Our country has an overly costly
healthcare system. ACA is a step in the right direction. Repealing it will hurt the vulnerable.

Sincerely, Nan Smith

New Marlborough, Mass.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Crowe 488 i ]
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 9:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

I am self-employed and rely on affordable health insurance in case of a long illness, disease or injury. I do
everything I can to stay healthy and it works - I am in great shape according to my doctor. In the case of illness
or injury, without affordable health insurance, I would have to rely on the government to help foot my bill. I
want to be independent and not rely on others to help take care of me and my responsibility.

Please work together and find a way to help improve the Affordable Care Act, not to repeal it. It is in all our
financial interest for you to do so.

Rhett Crowe
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bill Snyder M>
Sent: Friday, September 2/, .

To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare Reform

To Members of The United States Senate -

It is crucial to the American people that our efforts to improve our healthcare system be done with bipartisan
support. Our healthcare system is too important to rush something through, especially without having a CBO
score since any changes to our existing healthcare system without knowing its impact before voting will likely
have devastating consequences to those who need heaithcare the most.

Please support the efforts of Senators Alexander and Murray to work in a bipartisan fashion so that the Senate
can pass healthcare reform that we can be proud of. As Senator McCain so eloquently stated, the Senate
works best when it follows regular order. Please do not rush a bill through the Senate without hearings and a
proper analysis, including a CBO score, since no senator will know its true impact on the American

people. Also, the focus of healthcare should be on wellness instead of illness.

We put our trust in you. With that in mind, please work with all of your colleagues to pass healthcare reform.

Sincerely,

William Snyder
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dawn Saindon m
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:

To: gchcomments
Subject: graham/cassidy bill
Dear Sirs,

Please do not vote in favor of the Graham/Cassidy bill. No child should lose a parent because they cannot afford
healthcare just as no parent should lose a child for that very reason.

The need for healthcare is not something within an indiviuals control. Please do not let the people of this country down
by taking the option of healthcare away for so many!

Sincerely,
Dawn Saindon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lauren Oznick MuncyW
Sent: Saturday, September 23, :

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill
Senators,

Please do not pass the Graham Cassidy bill. | pay $2,500 per month for insurance for my husband and myself. Without
the ACA, | would be denied coverage at any cost. | have a brain tumor. | must have an MRI annually to check its growth.
if 1 had to have it removed, | could not afford brain surgery without health insurance. Thank you.

Lauren Oznick

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ecosutra qz
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1227 PM

To: ‘ gchcomments
Subject: Green energy opportunity

Do you try to design for civilians to begin migrating away from Dark Money by expedition to green conversion plays like
algae bio fuel, Otec, micro grids. Co op power purchase agreement for residual community scale energy production. If
the solar tariffs come to America to prevent foreign solar from conflicting with the petrol dollar, should we as a
collective will, migrate to developing worlds to resist the evil Trump dark money empire?



Wri(i;ht, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Cynthia Carle
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

Repeal is the wrong idea. Please save the ACA. Americans need this.
Thank you.
Cynthia Carle

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
https://www.avast.com/antivirus
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) — I

From: Ann Nason

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:38 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy NO!!!

Try putting people before politics for a change. This bill would
be disastrous for our country's most vulnerable. PLEASE use
common sense and ditch this doodoo.

Ann Nason
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pam Wamhoff W
Sent: Saturday, September 23, .

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote no on Graham Cassidy

To Whom it May Concern,

I am very concerned regarding the irresponsible and reckless legislature that has been brought forward in trying
to repeal and replace ObamaCare. Most Americans give more thought and consideration to daily decisions in
their lives then has been given to the 3 legislative pieces presented to replace ObamaCare. It is time that the
elected officials begin to respect the American political system by understanding in a two party system that they
must negotiate and compromise, that is the requirement to insure a strong and great democracy. We expect that
in all relationships and I think it is time it is demanded of our elected officials. It is time to pass health care by a
bipartisan means, come together and make the current "ObamaCare" better...and subsequently keep working in
a bipartisan manner to improve as needed.

Sincerely,

Pam Wambhoff
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’ Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tanja Meding q
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:29 A

To: ‘gchcomments
Subject: re. securing and strengthening the ACA

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

7 years ago | was diagnosed with uterine and ovarian cancer - | had surgery followed by Chemotherapy. Therefore | am
now a patient with a preexisiting condition.

Thankfully during those trying times, we had very comprehensive health care insurance provided through my husband's
job at a university.

Shortly after my treatment ended, my husband's job was terminated - if the ACA had not been in place at that time,
including the pre-existing condition mandate, it might have been very hard if not impossible for us to find an insurance
to accept me.

I have seen the bills that came in after my surgery and during my chemo therapy - if we had had to cover these expenses
out of pocket, we would have been bankrupted.

Taking health care away from millions of of people if you repeal and replace the ACA - is just not acceptable. | urge you
NOT to repeal, or actively work on dismantling the ACA - but continue and work in a bipartisan way to improve and
strengthen the existing ACA for the good of all of us. As you know, a group of Republicans have been advocating this

position for some time and have started taking steps in the right direction. Please support their efforts and do not pass a
piece of legislation that the majority of the American public as well as all health care institutions and insurance carriers.

| salute Senator McCain as well as Senators Collins and Murkowski who repeatedly have been calling for a bipartisan

approach - and for holding hearings, getting a proper CBO score and allowing for amendments before moving any piece
of legislation to the floor.

This rushed effort we witness over the past days is not the way to make decisions and rush a bill that effect millions of
people and their lives.

Thank you for your attention to this most important issue.
Sincerely,

Tanja Meding

Tanja Meding
NYC 10044

Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lois Sugar

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4.57 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA Replace

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Lois Sugar
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lori Barth>
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:42 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Please pass this bill and return power to the States. People in Minnesota are suffering high premiums and deductibles. In
my place of work, after a portion of the premium is paid for by the employer, a young police officer is paying over

$1,000 per month out of pocket for a high deductible plan to cover his family. Obamacare has caused our premiums and
deductibles to shoot through the roof. Please repeal! '

Signed,
Lorraine Bartlett

Sent from my iPhone

13



Call Sen. Toomey at (202) 224-4254

Click here to email Sen. Toomey

Senator Bob Casey has already told us he will vote No. Call or email Sen. Casey and thank

him.

Call Sen. Casey at (202) 224-6324
Click here to email Sen. Casey

Save federal health insurance protections for breast cancer survivors like us.

Take action. Save lives.

Yo are eeceev g i eriet ae a seoserther on silormaion o b P
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: CEER—
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:30

To: gchcomments
Subject: Statement for the Record RE: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To Senators Lindsey Graham and Bill Cassidy,

Your healthcare bill is cruel and malicious. It interfered with bipartisan efforts to improve the ACA, and forced
American citizens to beg for their lives. Your bill is devastating to our country and will result in thousands of
unneeded deaths.

No senator, or any member of Congress, should give this bill serious consideration.

- Victoria Cliett
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Arlene Lawrence m
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:30
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham- Cassidy healthcare bill

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to you with regard to the recent proposed repeal of the Affordable Care Act proposed by Sen.
Graham and Sen. Cassidy. By every measure this is an unacceptable bill.

_ First, I am very concerned with the ongoing efforts of the GOP to repeal the ACA due to the real hardship it
will cause those among us who have so few options and little access to healthcare. The sick, the elderly and
those like me with a penchant-existing or chronic health issue will be negatively impacted.

Second, I find real issue with the language of the bill that will allow states to loosen protections for those
seeking ongoing care. Monies to Medicare will be drastically reduced, making the cost to seniors and the
disabled unacceptably high.

In essence, this proposed bill will not make healthcare more accessible nor bring healthcare to more Americans.
In truth, approximately 30 million Americans will lose what healthcare they currently have, and this means
people, namely our friends, family and neighbors will suffer and possibly die. The proposed bill is a death
sentence.

Please do not pass the Graham/Cassidy bill. It behooves us to work together to improve the existing law with
bipartisan input, with everyone in Congress working together for a viable solution.

Sincere regards,

Arlene Lawrence

"Share our similarities, celebrate our differences"
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sam Hranac m
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:29 P

To: ) gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

This bill must be struck down. Better still, publicly humiliate Graham and Cassidy for ever bringing it up.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

o

From: oreis (N
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:20 A

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO, to Cassidy-Graham!!!!!!
GCh-

This bill does NOTHING to improve health in the lives of Americans. It is purely a political ploy for
Republicans to exert power. The CBO has again shown that many Americans will be denied health care. The
majority of Americans do not want "Obamacare" repealed, and it is unbelievable that so many Republicans are
tone deaf about this issue.

My vote: show some concern and compassion for Americans....."to promote the general welfare..." not the
welfare of the few with lucrative bank accounts.

Cynthia Crawford
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

R
From: Kathleen Scanlon _ N
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:45 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Don't repeal ACA

I oppose the Graham Cassidy bill. The ACA allowed me to pursue my career goal of getting my architecture
license. Without the affordable health insurance plan available to me on the individual market place I would not
have been able to temporarily reduce my working hours in order to become an architect. I would have had to
stay in a full-time salaried position just so that I could keep my employer provided health insurance plan. This
would have delayed the advancement of my career indefinitely. The seven architecture registration exams
required many hours of study. With the confidence that I would be able to obtain health insurance through the
individual marketplace I knew that I could make the decision to focus on moving my career forward by
completing the exams. That confidence is gone now with the constant instability caused by this administration
and congress. I am so very glad that I was able to make that decision before this chaos.

Regards,
Kathleen Scanlon, RA, NCARB, LEED AP
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Barbara Klipper

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: The Graham-Cassidy bill

| am writing to implore you not to pass the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill.

Pushing this bill through without following the normal Senate process of committee hearings with expert testimony, a
chance for the other party to add amendments, and the opportunity for rigorous debate, not only prevents the bill from
improving, but undermines our democratic and venerable process of government.

Rushing a bill that will impact a sixth of our economy without full CBO scoring is a recipe for long term disaster, to the
health and well-being of millions of Americans and politically to those legisiators responsible for inflicting this on the
American people.

| agree that our healthcare system needs reform, but this is not the way to do it. It is my hope that the Senate will return
next year to begin bipartisan discussions and hearings that will result in a healthcare bill that works for all Americans. |
think the preponderance of Americans share this hope with me.

Sincerely,

Barbara Klipper
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

—
From: Christine Marletti
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: TrumpCare Legislation

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The Graham/Cassidy legislation cannot guarantee protection for those with pre-existing conditions, it is more
expensive and fewer will be covered and is not a viable replacement for the Affordable Care Act.

The Graham/Cassidy repeal has not been properly vetted, nor has it been through the proper procedures to be
considered at this time. '

Please vote no on this legislation and save American lives.
Thank you

Christine Marletti
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jason Willensky m
Sent: Friday, SeptemberZZ, :

To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I am a sole proprietor of a small business, and I purchase insurance on my state's exchange. I am a recent kidney
cancer survivor who depends on coverage for pre-existing conditions and follow-up care.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Thank you for your time and attention.
Sincerely,

Jason Willensky

Jason Willensky
Instructional Design & Development
Willensky Group, LLC

Sent Irom !n!rm!aile
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chris Foster “

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:43 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy alleged healthcare bill

The elimination of covering a pre-existing conditions ieaves every disabled person in this country with no medical care or
even clearer to those uncivilized animals who would think that's okay; pretty much anyone over 35 yrs. of age. The
senate and house should be willing to live with any healthcare they propose for their constituents; that is when we will
see one-payee Medicare for every person in this country, the Cadillac of healthcare for all. Anyone who supports this
should be job hunting for a position in the sewage industry where you belong!!!!

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Carolyn Funaro
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Personal account

My 28 year old daughter Emily has Down Syndrome and other health issues that require frequent doctor and
specialist visits. '

Last year thanks in large part to Medicaid Waiver she moved out on her own to the ?in
Jacksonville, Fl. It is a wonderful residential neighborhood for adults with disabilities. If you are not familiar

with this amazing place do yourself a favor and look into it!

Moving out on her own was Emily's long time dream come true. She always strived to be like her 2 older sisters
and have a full, productive life. She started working part time in her senior year in highschool. She has a
boyfriend and hopes to get married some day.

Emily has always worked hard to achieve her goals. She does however require some help and support. Medicaid
Waiver provides that support in the form of a personal living coach who helps her with the functions necessary
to successfully live on her own. Emily and the other residents at the ARC Village deserve this help.

We as parents have put our own lives and careers on hold to care for our "kids" all their lives due to issues with

adequate daycare etc...
We are also facing the frightening reality of who will take care of our children when we are gone.

Please, please consider a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve rather than replace the ACA. Medicaid
expansion is not a luxury but a necessity.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Carolyn Funaro
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance

From: Laura Klein ->
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:26 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: health care bill

I 'am a breast cancer survivor-and rely on quality, affordable healthcare.

I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I want Congress to STRENGTHEN the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Laura Klein
Berkeley, CA 94703
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

T
From: Teri Miiler
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

| ask that you vote NO to this attempt
to pass a health care bilf that will punish those with pre-existing conditions.

Thank you,
Teri Miller

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

—
From: Alan Medoff (I
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Keep the ACA

| have some very severe health problems and if it were not for the ACA | would not able to afford my medications.
Please consider how repealing Obamacare is going to affect people that are ill. A political win is one thing but people's
health is quite another. Please, please don't do this.

Dr. Alan Medoff, health care provider AND health care patient.

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shanon Taylor

Sent: _ Friday, September 22, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Importance of ACA

I am writing to explain the life-saving difference the mental health parity requirements of the ACA made in the life of my
family. | have insurance through my employer. However, my plan always provided weak coverage for any kind of mental
health needs. In her early teens, it became apparent that my daughter was experiencing significant mental health
problems. We took her to a psychologist, who referred her for more intensive treatment. At the time, my daughter was
actively engaged in self-harm (cutting), making suicidal threats, often had explosive outbursts of anger followed by days
of sobbing in bed, and was using multiple illegal substances. We had to have her placed on homebound services for
school because of anxiety and because she made suicidal threats at school. Her therapist recommended inpatient
treatment; our insurance company refused to approve it, insisting first on "intensive outpatient"” treatment. She went to
the center four days a week, 3 hours a day, and for each day, we had to pay a separate $25 co-pay. So we paid $100 a
week for a six week course of treatment that accomplished nothing. At the end, we then had another psychologist and a
social worker saying she needed inpatient treatment. Instead, the insurance company approved only one visit per week
to the therapist and group therapy. We did that for several months (paying all the co-pays) through summer until it was
time for school to start and she refused. Again, all professionals working with her plus a psychiatrist who now evaluated
her said she needed inpatient care. AGAIN - we were denied and approved only for the six week outpatient treatment
she had aiready done. However, during this time, the mental health parity components of the ACA had gone into effect
and | had been doing research. So after the second six week treatment when she still was no better, | informed my
insurance company that if they denied me inpatient care for my child's iliness in violation of the mental health parity
requirements of the ACA, | would file a complaint with our state insurance commissioner. My daughter was the first
child ever admitted to the inpatient center under our insurance plan.

She spent about 90 days receiving inpatient treatment, specifically in a dialectical behavioral therapy program. She
learned skills for dealing with her anxiety, her mood swings, and her frustration. She became clean and sober. We were
able to repair our family relationships. She has never engaged in self-harm behaviors again. In short, because our
insurance company was forced to listen to medical professionals and provide the services my daughter needed and not
just what they wanted to pay for, she is alive today. She is attending community college and working full-time. She is a
contributing, tax-paying citizen and | was so proud to take her to vote in her first election last year.

These are the reasons that things like mental health care and substance abuse treatment must be required to be
provided by insurers. No one knows when they will need these services in their family, but when you do, it is a matter of
life and death.

Thank you,

Shanon Taylor
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Adrienne

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: This damn health care bill.

No. No. No.

The Graham-Cassidy bill will kill or bankrupt millions while taking away many Americans right to decent health care.
Even the republicans have exempted themselves from it because it's so bad. '
I'm 1000% against this bill.

Adrienne

Sent from Hogwarts #0
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Vavoom1212

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Act

To the Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

My family relies on affordable, quality health care. | have multiple autoimmune conditions, and come from a family
where autoimmune disease is common. | live many days in pain, fighting fatigue. | am also a breast cancer survivor
(whose mother and maternal grandmother also had breast cancer). | have not worked in many years, but | am too
proud to file for disability. My husband was born with hereditary hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (an autosomal
dominant condition that is entirely genetic and affects 1 in 500 people). This is the disease known to cause sudden
cardiac death - even in young children and in pro athletes. We are both

58 years old - which means we will be in the "high-penalty" age cohort.

If the Graham-Cassidy act becomes law, my husband and | will be financially ruined and negatively affected on many
other fronts. This bill is by far the worst of the three attempts to repeal the ACA - and the authors of this bill should be
thoroughly ashamed of themselves considering the devastation it will wreak on millions of Americans. | would like to
see a bi-partisan effort to improve the ACA, followed by a bi-partisan effort to create universal, single-payer health
insurance coverage for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Laurie Williams
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: L Dunham <~
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:28 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO GrahamCassidy Bill

Attached is my letter to oppose
#NOGrahamCassidyBill

L. Dunham
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

—
From: J & J Schroeder )
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please vote no on Graham-Cassidy bill!

Dear Senators,

I implore you to vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill. It would have a devastating impact on me, my son and
many of the adult school students I have taught. Instead please work in a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA and ultimately work toward universal health care for all in the US.

Sincerely,
Janice Schroeder
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Enlightened Haiku Society

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote no on the Trumpcare bill

Please do the right thing for America and vote no on the Graham/Cassidy bill. We all need health insurance, the rest of the civilized
world has it, why shouldn't we???
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: “Barb Neddo

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:24 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Health Care Plan

On May 5, 2005, my son, Tom, had a bone marrow transplant to cure his chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML). He has been cancer free for twelve years. The
affordable care act allowed my son to receive affordable health insurance (at first on my policy and now on his own). [ am writing about my concerns with the
new health care act. | want to know what is going to happen to my son’s insurance premiums. Will he be able to afford any kind of health insurance? I know
that this issue will probably get kicked back to the states. Unfortunately, I live in a state where insurance premium increases will be significantly raised for
people with pre-existing conditions.

I am also writing today about living organ/tissue donors being denied health insurance because of a pre-existing
condition. I have gone through the process of being tested to donate one of my kidneys to a non-directed recipient.
I passed all the tests. One of my kidneys is smaller than the other one and could possibly be used for a child.

I completed testing a year ago. I have been informed by the UW Madison hospital that I have to update some of
my tests. I am waiting for the health care issue to be settled to help me with my decision.

I am torn about going ahead with the donation because of the uncertain future of my health care options. I want
to know what the plans are for health care legislation. Will I be labeled with a pre-existing condition if I decide
to go through with the donation? Will I be saddled with prohibitive health insurance premiums? What do your
constituents have to say about health care and pre-existing conditions? Do they like the current Obamacare take
on pre-existing conditions or would they like it to change?

Feel free to share my dilemma if it would help move the legislation forward to protect living donors from being

denied health insurance or being saddled with cost prohibitive health insurance.

Barb Neddo
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From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: This bill must fail

Passage of the Graham Cassidy bill will certainly result in society in which autistic persons of all ages will suffer in a
severe and unnecessary way. Also, their families will find it extremely difficult to remain members of the middle class if
they are now required to pay humongous medical and related bills.

We are the parents of Gregory, a 23 year old severely autistic young man. Gregory lives in a group home, and we rely on
funding for his living situation. In addition to autism, Gregory suffers from other serious medical conditions.

We respectfully implore that you vote this bill down. Although not perfect, the present system is working relatively well. It
is eminently clear that Gregory, his family, and others who are similarly situated are being held captive by extreme

partisan politics that have nothing to do with reality. Rejection of this bill is clearly the best choice. It's not even close. As
citizens who always take advantage of our right to vote, we will have strong memories on how our representatives vote on

this bill, and act accordingly.
Thank you for the opportunity to express our strong beliefs in this matter.

Respectfully yours,

Art, Nancy, Gregory and Rachel Braitman
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) |

From: Indira ”
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2 19 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Health bill - physician response

To Whom It May Concern:

| am a physician. | have grave concerns about this health plan.

The 22 million who will be left without healthcare will include the most vulnerable among us -- children, the poor, the

elderly and women.

Individuals will not be able to get basic preventive health care, leading to a string of potential consequences, including:
the development of more serious health problems, disability, financial strain, bankruptcy and death. The impact will not
be confined to just those who lose coverage, but to their neighbors, coworkers, friends, families and communities -- in

short, it will hurt all of us.

This bill strikes me as cruel. As the greatest nation on earth, we are positioned to set an example for the rest of the
world and take care of our own in an exemplary way. Let's create policies that are fiscally sound while embracing our

common values of fairness and compassion.

Indira Gurubhag MD
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Mccabe, Joseph < _

Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:20 AM
gchcomments

Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Graham-Cassidy bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the Graham-
Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked hard to
improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the

years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients with
preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the cracks

— especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy

Sincerely,

Joseph McCabe, MD
Needham, MA 02492
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Edgerton

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Re: Health Care

I meant DO NOT rip away health care.
Cornelia Edgerton

On Friday, September 22, 2017 3:17 PM, Richard Edgerton <redgerton@bellsouth.net> wrote:

Dear Senate:The ACA has provided me with affordable health coverage. I depend on the ACA because I have a pre-existing
condition. Please do rip away heath care for millions who need it.

Sincerely,

Cornelia Edgerton
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Wight, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Livingston Azoy G NENRENENEPS
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:30 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Bill

It's monstrous and shameful. Do NOT let it pass!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica Loriaq
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:27 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy!

The ACA might not be perfect, but it's helped so many and it went through many rounds of debate before it did.
Graham-Cassidy will negate all those efforts, and it is doing so after previous repeal bills failed, ignoring the
wishes of the people and their representatives thus far. It also will cause 32 million people to lose coverage and
does not protect pre-existing conditions. It's just cruel. Vote no.

Thanks!

Regards,

Jessica Loria
Managing Director

Go Comedy Improv Theater
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michelle Kondrich

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:27 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Statement for the Record RE: Graham-Cassidy Bill

This bill is unfathomably cruel and the entire GOP's greed shows right through. I'm guessing you don't want this
healthcare for yourself, right?

We can all tell that you don't ACTUALLY care about your constituents. If you did you wouldn't try to lump as
many people as possible into those with pre-existing conditions.

This CANNOT pass.

Michelle Kondrich

119



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Pat Liesch <
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: health care act

Please do not pass this graham-cassidy bill. It has not been reviewed by the finance folks, and there have not
been public hearings. Instead, please retain Obamecare, and tweek it if you must. Thank you.

Pat Liesch
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:51 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO

Please vote no on the effort to repeal Obamacare. Health care is a right, not a privilege. Hard working people deserve
quality health care, and pre-existing condition coverage, for the same fees as other coverage, must be protected.
Mary Beth Guyther
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Benulism
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:51 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy.
Hello,

| am writing about the proposed Graham/Cassidy bill for the changes to the ACA.

As a registered nurse | am concerned for my patients, | have been researching this bill, and following the many medical
organizations that are against it. | am distressed that monies to Medicaid will be reduced so drastically, making costs for
seniors, and the disabled skyrocket.

| am also concerned for my family, | have young adult children, and elderly parents. This makes me extremely concerned
about the language in the bill regarding protections for pre-existing conditions, as well a coverage for women. | am lucky

enough to have insurance through my husbands employer, not everyone is so lucky, | fear our costs will increase too.

I've been reading that this bill will affect 1/6 of the economy. | do not see this as a good thing. | find this bill utterly
heartless, a way to give tax cuts to the wealthy, in no way helping the most vulnerable among us.

Please do not pass the Graham/Cassidy bill. Please return together, work on a bipartisan fix to the ACA.

Thank You
Lisa Benulis.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jerome Seaman

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:49 PM

To: ' gchcomments

Subject: POOR AND MIDDLE CLASS COSTS INCREASE UNDER GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL

GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL KILLS OBAMACARE AND WILL RAISE THE POOR AND MIDDLE-CLASS COSTS

Twenty to 30 million people will lose their health insurance. 200,000 TO 300,000 more people WILL DIE in the next ten
years. Health insurance PREMIUMS will ALL GO UP to cover the unpaid-for services of the uninsured. Most if not all of
those who have none now WILL DEVELOP A COSTLY PREEXISTING CONDITION IN THE FUTURE. Premiums will skyrocket
for them. The government's COST SAVINGS will surely FALL ON THE BACKS OF THE POOR AND MIDDLE CLASS. Who else
will pay for it? (States will pass on much of these costs through increased taxes on everyone.) Healthcare costs are 1/6 of
the US economy. These costs will not disappear.

This health insurance trained and experienced actuary says so. Ask another one if you want.

Ethical teachings of compassion in the "hearts" of Trump, McConnell, Ryan, and legislators will be lost to their iconic
unproven trickle-down economic beliefs--especially in the essentially closed marketplaces of healthcare.

Jerome F. Seaman, Retired Fellow, Society of Actuaries, & Member, American Academy of Actuaries, US Citizen
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Groh ”
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:49 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare Graham-Cassidy

I am on Medicare. | have not been affected by the ACA. Here are how it affects some of the people | know.

My granddaughter has changed jobs now but when she worked at MacDonald she bought insurance through the
exchanges because the policy that MacDonald offered was so lousy. She was working 50 to 60 hours a week as a
manager. ’

A friend with an adult daughter with many health problems. The daughter can no longer find work in a job that provides
healthcare. Without the ACA that friend fears going broke. 1 don't think he is wealthy but he has a nice home and
investments, | am sure. :

A neighbor that has benefited from the ACA because of his history of cancer.

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeanne Swander —
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:49 PM

To: gchcomments

Please vote NO on the latest Graham Cassidy ACA repeal. This is a disaster for the American people who are
depending on health care. Every major medical association, health care workers association, AARP, state
Directors of Medicaid, and many governors have come out against this bill.

Do not let dark money, or party, take precedence over the American people.

Vote No!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennifer Zoga

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

The Graham-Cassidy bill should not be voted on without a proper evaluation rating and debate process.
This is irresponsible governing by a partisan coalition.

Stop this insanity.

Jennifer Zoga
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amy O'Hara

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No on GCH

32 Million Americans could lose coverage, radical change to Medicaid and diminished funding for every state, 90
seconds of debate? If you want to keep your campaign pledges start by keeping your pledge not to touch Medicaid
benefits. Reject this bill.

Sincerely,
Amy OHara
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Geismer

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:48 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: PLEASE VOTE NO ON THIS BILL

It's horrible! No protection for young and old! Why can't we live in a country that takes care of our most
vulnerable! 30 MILLION PPL SHOULD NOT LOSE THEIR HEALTH INSURANCE! Please vote no!
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Wr_ight, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Fowler

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare for all

Senate Finance Committee Members:

Your bill will end up costing this nation more than you know. People with chronic conditions will be unable to afford
necessary dr. visits and medications. Children will be without essential healthcare that allows them to be healthy, attend
school, and become better citizens. Your bill adds costs to those with fixed incomes and takes away the pre-existing
condition prohibition. Healthcare will cost more for those who can least afford it.

Finance committee members: when you debate and ponder this bill please consider the costs of implementing such a
‘bill. The cost will be deadly for many.

Sincerely

Rebecca Fowler
Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Haldiman

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:48 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: opposition to Graham-Cassidy bill

I am writing to express my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. I oppose any attempt to repeal or replace the
ACA.

Susan Haldiman

60



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alexander Fabian

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO TO GRAHAM CASSIDY

I shouldn’t have to do this so often.
Do not destroy health coverage for poor Americans, you irreparable-

Best,
SO MANY PEQOPLE
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lawrence Dvorchik —

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:57 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare bills

It is appalling this bill does not prevent insurance companies from charging more for preexisting conditions or
from instituting a lifetime cap.

Please consider the opinions of experts like the American Medical Association, the American Psychiatric
Association (“This bill harms our most vulnerable patients”), the American Public Health Association
(“Graham-Cassidy would devastate the Medicaid program, increase out-of-pocket costs, and weaken or
eliminate protections for people living with preexisting conditions’), the National Institute for Reproductive
Health (“the Graham-Cassidy bill preys on underserved communities ... a clear and present danger”), and
Federation of American Hospitals (“/t could disrupt access to health care for millions of the more than 70
million Americans™) and do not allow this bill in its present form to pass the Senate."

[ awrence Dvorchik

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (F_inance)

From: janice zebert

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy amendment

Good Afternoon,

| am writing as the mother of a 41 year old man with significant intellectual and physical disabilities. Our son is
wheelchair bound and nonverbal due to cerebral palsy. He has a seizure disorder and intellectually is on the
level of a 3 year old. He requires total care during the 14 hours each day that he is awake, yet he is the joy of
our lives. We have been fortunate to have Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) for him since he was
21 years old. Therefore, he is able to attend a Day Program for about 4 hrs. per day, and he has a Caregiver
for approx. 4 hrs. per day. He is very happy in our home, as any 3 year old would be happy to live with their
mom and dad!

Also, under the HCBS program, we have gotten funding to modify our home so it is accessible for him. My
husband and | are 68 years old, and have taken comfort in the thought that when we are deceased, under the
HCBS program, he could continue to live in our home with 24 hr. staffing.

We are a “middle class family” and my husband and | are both retired (he was a postal worker and | could only
clean houses for 30 years, while our son was in school, then Day Program).

We sacrificed a lot, so that our son could continue to live in our home, WITH THE HELP OF THE MEDICAID
FUNDING. We know that there are many families with similar situations who have been waiting for years for
funding, so they, too, can receive HCBS services for their family member.

Now with the proposed cuts to the Medicaid program, almost all of this would disappear. We are extremely
stressed over what would happen to him when we are no longer able to care for him, and when we are
deceased.

Please consider our family and the many, many, other families like ours and vote to stop the Graham Cassidy
Amendment.

Thank you for your attention to this very vital matter.

Janice Zebert (cell: —



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: lisa greene —
Sent: Friday, Septembper 22, 2017 4:31 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care Bill
Hello,

I OPPOSE this healthcare bill because it substantially reduces funding that will go out to states (i.e., no matter how you
slice it, the pie is still smaller.)

| also OPPOSE this bill because it can't guarantee healthcare for those with prior healthcare conditions.
Please take these thought into consideration.
Thank-You.

Lisa Ross
Senior Acute Care Representative
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maggie Feakins

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote no to graham Cassidy bill

This bill is cruel and unusual punishment. It would leave millions without healthcare, for things they cannot
control! Please vote no. As a woman who had asthma and who would like to have kids one day. As a woman
whose tather had cancer, and as a decent human I BEG of you to vote no.

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peter Schiano

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:30 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
my family has cancer survivors who won't be able to afford cancer survivor insurance rates, which this bill won't prevent.
I also have a family member who suffered a collapsed lung at 22 and would have been bankrupted without ACA
coverage. My 27 year old son would be uninsured without the Medicare expansion. Please strengthen ACA
(reinsurance for most expensive cases, etc) to stabilize markets. Please don't slash coverage minimums and subsidies
and put the insurance market in chaos. Would your family go without insurance, or prescription or mental health
coverage? We are too great a nation to cut people adrift without health care.

Peter Schiano

19446
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julia Lane m
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:

To: gchcomments

Subject: No cuts/ caps on Medicaid

Attachments: FB_IMG_1506112054222.jpg; DSCNO911 - Copy.JPG
Hello,

We are a family of 5, with 2 working parents. Our oldest of 3 boys happens to have Down Syndrome. Before getting his
waiver approved, speech and occupational therapy costs were a financial difficulty for our family. Carson is very worthy
though, of having all resources needed to help him reach his full potential. He is currently a 6th grader in—
getting an inclusive education and doing well. As he ages, Medicaid programs currently available will be crucial to
helping him continue to grow and develop as a healthy, independent individual and aide in his goal to someday have a
job. Please take into consideration alt the individuals living with Down Syndrome and other developmental disabilities
and the major impact Medicaid cuts or caps will have in their lives. Vote NO on the Graham/Cassidy proposal and help
us save Medicaid!

Thanks for your time,
Julia Lane
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ariesa West-Gaylor _
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:18 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: "No"

| would like to say that | do not want ACA repealed with GrahamCassidy health care. It will not help the American people
at all. State by state insurance we had before now wasn't & didn't help anyone. It was hard to get help | know because
my grandma & mother didn't get the best care at all. The state as usual will give some help while the ones that can't
afford healthcare gets sicker. We don't want this healthcare the numbers show that the American people don't want it.
No one in the White House is listening. This isn't the campaign trail anymore this is about millions of lives. Do not repeal
or replace ACA.

Thank you,
Ariesa West-Gaylor

Sent from my iPod
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: RiverhouseW
Sent: Friday, September ZZ, .

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO NO NO to Graham-Cassidy Bill and how it would effect me

| am strongly against the GH Bill. | have pre-existing conditions that would bankrupt me or kill me if | lose my insurance.
My husband was an ER nurse for 38 years, working long 12-hour night shifts to help his community. He ended up after
retirement with NO insurance. If it wasn’t for the ACA we would be unable to have insurance. We are simple patriotic
Americans who want to pay taxes and live and give in our community. The GH Bill will make it impossible for us to afford
health insurance. Please have compassion and do the morally right thing and do not allow this bill to pass. If the
republicans are pro-life then surely they know that this bill will destroy lives.

Thank you for your consideration,

Beverly Moore
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: _ Shelly Maddenh
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:16 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy bill

I strongly oppose the pending proposed Graham/Cassidy bill to repeal the ACA
(Obamacare). Such an irresponsible act would endanger the health and very lives of
many of my family members and friends. Premiums would skyrocket and people with
pre-existing conditions may not be bale to find an insurance coverage available at any
price.

Taking money from the states where the legislatures responsibly expanded Medicaid and
giving the money to states where the legislators refused to help their own citizens would
make matters even worse.

IF anything is to be changed about Obamacare, I strongly support making Medicaid
expansion mandatory in all states.

This proposed bill should not even proceed for a vote. It is dangerous and
unconscionable. This bill demonstrates a complete lack of caring for the most vulnerable
citizens in our country.

Shelly Madden
63125
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Patricia Mayer ”
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:15 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

My son has a pre-existing condition and this bill will affect him directly like millions of other Americans. Real reform
requires real effort on both sides of the aisle to work together for the entire country.

Patricia Mayer ‘

18966
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Food Sherpa

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA repeal efforts

Good Afternoon and thank you for listening. Here is a fact never seen in the news

Every tax paying citizen who has been injured on the job has a pre-existing condition. Think about it, every
single person who has been unfortunate enough to get injured on the job risks getting denied coverage due to
pre-existing conditions.

Because of pre-existing conditions, I went without health care for 20 years. Even though I was employed, the
health insurance offered by my employers denied me coverage due to a pre-existing condition. I was a trauma
radiologic technologist for 15 years pulling in about 80K per year. Since 1995, the year of my injury, I have not
been able to clear the poverty line. ‘

I was assisting three other techs with a patient and my left side went numb. This injury, the following surgery,
the horrible worker's comp system and the health care system took everything from me. I lost my profession,
my savings, my retirement and my mental health. During the lengthy rehabilitation process, I used my savings,
and my retirement to cover the difference between worker's comp payments and my bills. The worker's comp
system was structured so that I capped out at 17% of my former income. The rehabilitation department could
not come up with a new profession that was comparable. The most insulting part is to be denied health coverage
again and again by my subsequent employer's insurance companies. Now mind you, I have not had a single
problem resulting from this injury in over 10 years, except the anti-depressants [ now need. Once ObamaCare
went into place I had my first checkup in 20 plus years. During this exam it was discovered I was so anemic |
needed a blood transfusion. This health problem could have been cured years ago with iron supplements costing
about $20 per year. I almost died because of a condition completely unrelated to my injury and due solely to
insufficient health care.

My husband had his first heart attack the day before our ACA coverage went into place. He would not have

coverage currently without the ACA. He would, and pardon my bluntness, be dead without it. That is not an
exaggeration. His medications alone would cost the same amount as our rent leaving us destitute and homeless

without sufficient resources to cope.

Please, I am begging you, do not repeal the ACA.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) — B —

From: Cheryl McCarthy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:48 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

No to Graham-cassidy healthcare bill

Cheryl McCarthy
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: SJCookMD

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:47 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GC bill

Dear Senators,

I've been a physician for over 25 yrs. | practiced as a primary care provider who also provided obstetrical care, and
emergency services. | provided direct care to patients, infants and adults, both in and out of the hospital including those
who required care in the NICU, ICU, and CCU. | have seen just about everything there is to see and treat as a physician.
Unlike most physicians, | also studied health care coding, coverage, and billing for most insurance companies, Medicare
and Medicaid. | became an expert at navigating well over 100 insurance provider/policies available in the Seattle area in
any given year. | practiced in Urban and rural settings in WA, IL, and OK. | saw the inequality of coverage discovering
with horror that some poor elderly patients chose to eat cat food sandwiches so they could afford their prescription
drugs. | saw people inall economic positions who were sick and, yes some, even died without insurance and affordable
access to healthcare. Good health and life should be a human right in this country and providing health insurance to
allow medical care for all is essential. | was a small business owner and | purchased insurance for my employees
beginning 20 years ago. It was at a cost, sure, but was the right thing to do. | myself was uninsured for many years due to
preexisting conditions. | know firsthand the cost in dollars, mental and physical health | paid while uninsured. ALL state
‘Medicaid agencies, and every boarding medical speciality, associations, AARP, etc etc etc who have spoken out are
against this bill. They know stuff. Please trust them and people like me who were in the trenches. Please vote No and do
what we the people of this country deserve and expect from you our elected leaders. Work together to find a solution
that serves all of the people. Look around at all the countries (NOT US) who provide care to their people. None are doing
anything like you are proposing. PLEASE VOTE NO! | promise you, from years of experience, approving this will harm
and kill our people; maybe even me. Shore up the ACA until you've figured this out together. Oh, stop the sabotage of
ACA enrollment by closing signup for a large portion of time on the weekend. That's when most people have time and
access to review options and sign up. Remember people will pay dearly for your inaction or poor choices here. | truly
believe that being an American means we lift up, respect, and protect those in need around us. We must stand together

or we all fall. Thank you.

Best of health and safety for you and your families, Sherilyn J Cook MD.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ————————————————————————————

From: Steph Gmail F
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:.04 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

You are asking for responses to the Graham Cassidy bill. Here's mine.

| am a pediatrician practicing in New York. This health plan will hurt our most vulnerable. It will take care away from
millions including children, the poor, the elderly and women.

We need a single payer system. We need to join every other developed nation and provide basic health care.
Please do not pass this bill.

Stephanie Carlucci MD

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rachael Snider
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:03 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare bill

To whom it may concern,

| am a school teacher and | am sufferer of an autoimmune diseases | didn’t know choose this and | can’t change it. This
new healthcare bill that was introduced is dangerous for millions of people people like me. | need adequate health care
provided by health insurance in order to keep me alive. If this bill is past there are no guarantees that | could get
affordable health care because of my pre existing condition. This means treatments that | need , medications that | need
| could not afford. This would be devastating to my health and could lead to death. There are millions of people who
need affordable healthcare or their lives are at jeopardy. This bill should not be passed and is unethical!

We should save lives instead.

Thank you,

Rachael Snider

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gina Lefferts

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this I vehemently oppose the Graham
Cassidy bill. My story with pre-existing conditions is this: I have a daughter with cystic fibrosis. My
husband had a coronary heart attack a couple of years ago, and I recently had knee-replacement
surgery because of arthritis. All of these would be pre-existent conditions, and our coverage would be
jeopardized should the Graham Cassidy bill be passed. I would like to see a bi-partisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Furthermore, the argument that health care should be managed at the state level because states face
different challenges just does not hold water. People everywhere need affordable health care. Every
state has people with heart conditions, children with cystic fibrosis, elderly (and not so elderly)
women with arthritis. To federalize this issue is not in anyone's best interest. Please kill the Graham

Cassidy bill as quickly as possible. Thank you.

Gina Lefferts
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: o QU
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:23 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing

| respectfully submit this testimony for the hearing:

| have been providing healthcare since | worked as a nurses aide at the age of 16, and have been an RN since 1974.
Please believe me when | say that | have seen it all, from people going without healthcare because they cannot afford it
and being diagnosed with end stage cancer because they waited too long, to families bankrupt due to medical bills, to
children with severe disabilities who were able to eventually live productive lives as working taxpayers because they
received the right intervention by the healthcare team early in their lives via Medicaid. | have seen the elderly in nursing
homes exhaust their financial resources and end up on Medicaid. 2/3 of the elderly in nursing homes do end up on
Medicaid. | have seen how greedy insurance company CEOs are paid as much as $27.9 MILLION in salary and benefits
for a mere one year's work, while that same company says it cannot make enough money to insure people under the
ACA in many areas of the country. | have seen Medicare improve the health of our seniors over the years. Medicare
does that with a very low overhead of about 2.5% in administrative costs, while the average private insurer has
administrative costs of 25-35%. This PROVES that a single payer healthcare insurance system would bring down
healthcare costs. We do not need to fund insurance companies' CEOs' wealth. We need to take care of all of our
citizens first. | have seen the number of bankruptcies decrease drastically because of the Affordable Healthcare Act.
Yes, some have had to pay more for their insurance under the ACA, but all in all many more have benefitted than have
been harmed.

As a taxpayer, | am happy to contribute my taxes so that ALL people can have affordable healthcare via health insurance,
including Medicaid. | believe that healthcare is a right, not a privilege. 1 believe that a country is judged by how it treats
ALL of its citizens, including the elderly. | worry that our Congress will go against the will of the majority of the people
and take healthcare away from millions of people. | worry that babies and children with disabilities will not get the care
that they need to become working productive taxpaying citizens because of cuts to Medicaid. | worry that the elderly
who depend on Medicaid for their nursing home will be turned out on the streets, because urging homes cannot stay
open if they don't receive payment.

Most hospitals in the US have slim operating margins and will not survive severe Medicaid cuts. Hospices and other
healthcare providers are in the same situation. Healthcare is 1/6 of the economy, and if you decide to decimate
healthcare by voting for this horrible bill you will decimate jobs for many peopte when healthcare providers will have to
close. You will be taking healthcare away from at least 32,000,000 people. Uninsured people end up getting no
healthcare, or they receive services and do not pay for them. Healthcare providers who provide unpaid care eventually
close, or raise prices on those who do pay.

I ask all members of Congress to work in a bipartisan way to KEEP the ACA and improve it. We should do no less for our
citizens, if we value human life.. | ask all members of Congress to get out into the cities and towns of America, and
REALLY SEE the amazing work that hospitals, nursing homes, hospices, rehabilitation centers, drug treatment centers,
programs for the disabled, etc. do with our Medicaid funds. | know it is true; | have been there. | have worked or
volunteered or visited all of these settings where this marvelous work is done.

Why can't you drop the party polarization and get to work? Your constituents depend on it. You need to have extensive
hearings and listen to ALL of the stakeholders, not just your big business donors and the billionaires who have
threatened to cut off donations if you don't pass this bill. If you have one ethical bone left in your body, you will oppose
this bill. If 100% of major healthcare organizations and AARP are telling you that this bill is wrong, that should mean
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something. There is a ot that can be done to lower healthcare costs, such as allowing Medicare to negotiate drug
prices, and not allowing insurance CEOs to be paid millions annually. And may | be so radical to suggest looking at the
huge cost savings that a single payer system could provide?

Sincerely,

Carol A. LaBorie, BSN, RN e

Sent from my iPad el
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) — ——

From: Intesar Haider

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:41 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: comment on Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill

Please do not repeal the Affordable Care Act. Certainly do not replace it with the Graham-Cassidy bill. Please
work with Democrats to make the ACA better and eliminate the deficiencies of ACA. Work towards making the
lives of the American people better and don't simply work for your rich donors.

S. Intesar Haider
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leslie Walch A
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Replacing Obama care with the Graham-Cassidy Bill is a crime in my opinion. When will the government start
thinking about the people it should be serving instead of special interest groups and people like the Koch
brothers.

“Repeal and Replace” which the GOP SAID would be better..and it is NOT, and they know it! They
are kicking their failures down to the states to fix, and they don't have the resources. This is the worst
kind of lie the GOP has come up with.

| am hoping that ears and hearts are opening and that the right things will be done to repair the
healthcare issue.

Leslie Walch
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ratliff, Tammyq
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:29 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: DO NOT repeal the Affordable Care Act

The Affordable Care Act is so helpful to many people including those that can not vote or have a voice in decision-making
health care. I urge you to NOT REPEAL the Affordable Care Act and protect those most vulnerable - our students!
Tammy Ratliff, Public School Educator
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2 : M

To: gchcomments
Subject: New Healthcare Bill

This bill is horrible! Please direct your attention elsewhere.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Haydee Herrera-

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Senate Finance Committee Graham-Cassidy hearing

Please analyze the benefits of this bill, and DO NOT vote for it.
It is unhealthy for the population!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From: Sarah Hatter q
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:04 A
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Any health care bill that enforces lifetime caps on coverage and doesn't guarantee coverage for people with pre-
existing conditions shouldn't even be considered a viable plan for healthcare in this country. Millions of people
will lose health coverage under this bill, and women especially will be hurt. I am diabetic, and this would be
devastating for me. The ACA should not be repealed, it should be strengthened so that more people are covered
and can get the health care to which they have the right.

Sarah
sehatter83 at gmail dot com
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) '

From: Kara Cohen <l

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:38 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
this bill will put the most vulnerable members of our society, the poor, those with disabilities, and pre-existing
conditions at risk of not not be able to access needed health care. It will also resume financial chaos of emergency
rooms trying to pay for the health care of the medically frail who will increase their utilization to these institutions when
they are denied access to primary care and preventive healthcare services. Our community members will live sicker and
die younger due to ge health disparities this bill will cause. We need a bill written with bipartisan input and open
hearings that will demonstrate a solid CBO score. | urge you to vote no on this bill.

Kara Cohen

19148

O
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Curtis Harris

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Cassidy-Graham Block Grant Bill and my story benefited from the Medicaid
expansion -

My name is Curtis Harris

The Cassidy-Graham bill affects people like me, people with autism and developmental disabilities. If the bill passes | will be at
risk of not getting Medicaid services, services that will help me live independently in my own home instead of an institution. In
llinois, there is a waiting list for people with developmental disabilities to receive services. The list is called the Priority of
Urgency Needed Services which we shorted it to PUNS. Like tens of thousands of others in Illinois, I've been a part of that
waiting list for a long time. | hope to secure services soon, but if the Senate passes the Cassidy-Grahmam states could lose
hundreds of millions of dollars in Medicaid supports. The fate of healthcare leaves a big question mark for people with
disabilities like me. | hope to receive the supports | need to be healthy and independent in my own home instead of a hospital
or institution. The Cassidy-Graham bill poses an even greater threat to individuals with mental illness and addiction disorders
and the providers that serve them. Patients with mental health and addiction disorders will be especially hurt as they
disproportionately rely on traditional Medicaid and Medicaid expansion. The cuts in mental health and substance addiction in
Cassidy-Graham bill will be close to $400 million forcing states to cut funding to community mental health centers where
people reclaim their lives of going to therapeutic structured groups, Supportive Affordable Housing and Supportive
Employment Specialist and live better lives. Community Mental Health Centers are less expensive than Emergency Room,
Hospital, Incarceration and nursing homes and institutions. lllinois spends more money on incarceration like Cook County Jail
for mental health treatment than community mental health centers. Cook County Jail is the No. 1 mental health center
treatment in Illinois No 2 in the nation behind Los Angeles County Jail. The cuts of mental health treatment in Cassidy-Graham
will make Cook County Jail overcrowded more overcrowded. Cutsto Developmental Disability/Intellectual Disability will
amount to $72.4billion in the Cassidy-Graham bill, leaving many to lose their freedom and Independence to live in the
Community as opposed to more expensive institutions. The Trump Administration is planning to cut $610 million in cuts to
Medicaid $72.4 billion in cuts to Social Security’s disability programs; and hundreds of billions more in cuts to other effective
federal programs that are vital to people with I/DD Intellectual Disability and Developmental Disability including in the
Cassidy-Graham bill.

| have benefited from Medicaid from going to Community Mental Health Center like Thresholds Dincin Center For Recovery in
Ravenswood for 10 years of going to therapeutic structured groups, Supportive Employment and being on the waiting list for
affordable housing and to get and keep a job through Supportive Employment and potentially live in my own home. All of this
is uncertain. Medicaid has taken the reminding care for my primary care doctor, dietitian, social worker/therapist, psychiatrist
and if need in non-life-threaten Crisis Center like the Turning Point Living Room in Skokie and Swedish Covenant Warming
Center. Let’s not go back to the days when people with developmental disability and mental iliness are put away in
institutions. Thank You and God Bless You

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anna Lapp W
Sent: Friday, September 2/, :

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To whom is may concern:
I work full time for a small business that cannot provide insurance. [ own my home. I pay my taxes. I vote.

I recently developed complications due to undiagnosed Lyme Disease. I've racked up thousands of dollars
worth of medical bills in a matter of weeks. Thanks to my ACA coverage, [ only have to pay less than $1,000.
So far, anyway. I'm not done visiting specialists, yet. I need my insurance, and I am not the only one. My health
issues are so mild compared to what some people are dealing with. Yes, the system is broken. No, Graham-
Cassidy is in no way the answer. '

It's stressful enough to worry about losing my eyes from a rare reaction to a tick borne illness. I should never
have to finance my eye balls.

No one should be penalized for working for a small, local business. No one should be penalized for having
preexisting conditions. Single payer is the way to go. But, at the very least, kill Graham-Cassidy.

Thank you for your time,
Anna Lapp
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Breed, Michael <
‘Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:21 PM
To: gchcomments; 'publicpolicy@nashia.org'
Cc: 'Paige Havens'; Jane Jackson (jane@braininjurygeorgia.org)
Subject: SAH (subarachnoid hemorrhage) Survivor

Dear BIAG Committee Members,

My name is Michael Allen Breed and I'm a stroke survivor who has been blessed with only a handful of post SAH
issues. My stroke didn’t just result in a negative impact to my life but it also had a silver lining. 1 now have new found
friends who are survivors, caregivers and people that work to support meetings and rehabilitation. 1 equate my close
friends to those people “who would | want in my foxhole.” Since my stroke, | have to dig a larger foxhole to
accommodate everyone. They get life and understand survival... | love these people with a passion.

Unfortunately, some of my new friends have lost their battle fighting a stroke or TBI (traumatic brain injury). 1am
fortunate enough to work for a great company that had, and still has, excellent medical coverage. But, the majority of
my peers are struggling with medical support, rehabilitation and finances. As | continue to heal and learn from my
experience and others, I'm finding out very few people understand brain injuries and how they change a person and
effect their lives. It’s not like a heart attack or cancer, which are still very serious ilinesses. Brain injuries change a
person forever. Some have disabilities for life, some are visible and some are not. There are still many unknowns when
it comes to brain injuries.

As a survivor, and from someone who has been there, it's the most terrifying experience a human being can go
through. No one comes out on the other side unscathed. My injuries are all internal so | appear fine or normal;
whatever normal can be defined as or in my case the new normal. The last thing my peers need is the added stress of
not knowing if their medical coverage is going to be dropped or not be continued or extended until they have reached
an exceptional level of healing. They live day by day with these battered and broken bodies, not to mention the mental
aspect. Stress has been a major trigger for some stroke victims but also can delay or retard recovery.

My Senator is Johnny Isakson who owns several award-winning residential retirement communities. My in-laws have
live in Park Springs since it opened in 2003. My father in-law was fortunate to be an executive for Coca-Cola and to have
invested in long term health coverage. The survivors we are supporting may or may not have been as fortunate to attain
this level of wealth or to plan for unforeseen medical conditions. Either way, even those without brain injuries will be
directly affected if this bill gets quashed.

Sincerely,

Wichael 4. Breed

MICHAEL BREED

Veteran USAF ,

Director, Manufacturing Engineering
ARRIS
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ellen Brookstein

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
;c.c;o many people will suffer from lack of health care or skyrocketing costs.

Ellen Brookstein

19034
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From; S o QD
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:08 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing

My family relies on affordable healthcare. Both my husband and my son-in-law have cancer and can not afford
for their insurance premiums to keep rising. I would like to se a bi-partisan Congressional effort to improve
ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Cindy Hays
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Hayley Notter P
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:18 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Do NOT pass Graham-Cassidy
Hello,

Please stop trying to completely upend one-sixth of the US economy through these horrific healthcare bills (i.e.
Graham-Cassidy) without due process and regular order. The fact that this bill is even being considered without
allowing adequate time to receive a complete CBO score and analysis is atrocious - especially when this bill is
being pushed by a party that "claims" to value fiscal responsibility.

36 days ago, my stepdad fell ill with acute pancreatitis. For more than a month now, my mom and I have been
running to and from the hospital while working full-time jobs. It has been very hard. During this time, my
stepdad has been in and out of the ICU. Our primary concern is his health, but in the back of our minds, we're
all anxious for when his hospital bills begin arriving.

Let me be clear: my stepfather has good insurance from his employer. Yet, even WITH insurance, we know the
costs of this terrible disease he randomly fell victim to will be significant. Like Jimmy Kimmel, I am speaking
out because I am thinking of the other families who may be in this same position, but may not be as fortunate as
my family. Who is looking out for them? The answer should be: you.

This bill cannot pass. Especially since this is being done purely for political reasons. I understand the difficulty
of politics: the pressure you are under from your constituents and apparently, from the large GOP donors who
are threatening to pull their support if you do not pass a Repeal & Replace healthcare bill & provide them with
the tax breaks they demand. I get it. The American people are not stupid. We see what is happening here.

But the fact that you would be willing to succumb to political pressure on THIS topic, when the stakes are so
high, (literally determining who will live and who will die) tells me everything I need to know about the GOP.

I'm writing this to you in the hopes of appealing to your morality, although, the fact that you have already
proven that you are willing to gamble with the lives of Americans like my stepdad, suggests that a moral
argument will likely fail. However, at 27, I knew I had to try. There is still a lot of future ahead for me
personally and for our country. I hope you will do the right thing to insure that future is bright for us all.

Thank you,
Hayley Notter
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeff Schatz q
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:18 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: Reject Graham-Cassidy

Title Of Hearing: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal
Date of the Hearing: September 25, 2017
Full Name: Jeffrey S. Schatz

Address: (GG CO 80304

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Please reject the Graham-Cassidy Proposal. This bill would move our country backwards, and will harm those
who need protection the most -- people with disabilities and pre-existing conditions. There are many things
wrong with this bill, and it certainly should not be rushed through before it is evaluated by the CBO to
determine its full effect.

Thank you,
Jeff Schatz
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Catherine Abrep
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:07 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham- Cassidy Bill

Dear Members of the Congress, ‘

I am vehemently opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill which would harm my spouse and me in our senior years, not to
mentioned the thousands of people with disabilities & those who need care without financial resources.

| heartily promote a bi-partisan commission to resume their work to amend the Affordable Care Act. It is with joint
participation & the welfare of the American people at the forefront of the members, we can move forward in the area of
healthcare.

A sincerely concerned citizen,

Catherine Abreu

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nora Hogan

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:23 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill OPPOSITION
Hello,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
My story is this:

My cousin, Robert, is one of 30,000 people in the United States living with Cystic Fibrosis. Because of this, I demand a healthcare bill that
guarantees healthcare to those with preexisting conditions and protects people like my brother from insurance lifetime caps.

With the Graham-Cassidy bill, my brother would likely be denied healthcare because of his Cystic Fibrosis, or have his coverage quickly
reach its dollar limit because of his reliance on many daily, life saving medications and trips in and out of hospital to treat serious lung

infections.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you,
Nora Hogan
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

.
From: Katherine Stuart
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:07 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Why GCH Bad for Me

I am a self employed writer. | have always paid for my own health insurance because it is the responsible and right thing
to do. Before the Affordable Care Act, my insurance premiums and out of pocket doctors bills took up the predominate
portion of my income. More than my rent. And | am healthy. Furthermore, | paid a really high premium for what was
essentially catastrophic coverage. Which means, my insurance really didn’t do anything.

ACA has allowed me to survive. To have insurance that covers preventative and life saving office visits such as a yearly
physical and gynecologist appointment. As | head into my 50’s, this becomes even more important. Because no matter
how healthy | live (pretty health), things start to show the signs of wear and tear.

Trying to replace a system this vast and complicated at the last minute with no bi-partisan support simply so republicans
can have a “win” is irresponsible. Wrong. And dangerous. It would adversely affect tens of millions of Americans,
including myself.

Please reconsider.

Thank you,

Katherine Stuart
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maya Noren

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Hello

I am a constituent of Senator Blumenthal's. | live in Stamford, CT and | strongly ask him to vote NO on the current
Graham-Cassidy bill.

It will hurt more families than it will help. We, the people, want to see Republicans & Democrats work together in
Congress to craft improvements to the current ACA. We want real hearings and we want a bill that does not get rushed

through without a proper CBO scoring.

A "no" vote on Graham-Cassidy is a "yes" vote on a new age of bipartisan compromise and bill-crafting that will benefit
ALL Americans.

Thank you.
-Maya

Maya Noren
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Chuck Mackie

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Say "no” to Graham - Cassidy

To the U.S. Senate,
Please vote "no" on Graham-Cassidy. Not only is the bill deeply flawed but the repeated attempts by the
majority to avoid an open, honest, and bipartisan debate are beneath the dignity and tradition of the Senate.

Stand up as true leaders and engage in a spirited and thorough debate so that the best possible outcome can be
achieved. Healthcare is too important to be dealt with in this way.

All the best,

Chuck Mackie
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stacy Stone

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:07 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: (SENDER VALIDATION FAILED --- May not have originated from apparent sender)

Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate. It will
negatively impact my entire family as each one of us is considered to have a pre-existing condition. I'm mostly
concerned for my younger son, as he has been followed by a cardiologist his whole life, requiring surgery at age 11. He
also has asthma and allergies {as does my husband). With proper medical care, my son lives a normal life. Graham-
Cassidy could well put health care out of reach for my son and for an estimated 32 million other Americans. Itisa |
heartless, unconscionable tax break for the wealthy--and death sentence for many.

Stacy Stone

19355
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peter Steele 1

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:01 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc:

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Please be advised that the Graham Cassidy Bill has my family’s strongest opposition. The purpose of a healthcare bill
should be to provide the best healthcare that can be provided to the citizens of the ENTIRE country.  am an American.
You are an American. All citizens whether taxpaying or not are citizens, and thereby are entitled to the same chance at
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, regardless of whether they live in New York, Alabama, Michigan, Louisiana, or
Nevada. By dividing the healthcare dollars by block grants to the states, you are allowing states to determine whom, and
for whom, and to what amount they wish to fund their healthcare dollars. While this may fit in fine with your
philosophical view of government, it will result in the loss of comparable medicaid coverage for the aged, the poor,
children, and the disabled. We are a nation of people, those people are our citizens. There can be no excuse for a child
dying in one state because that state’s government chose not to provide the care that would have been available had he
or she lived just one state over.

This bill is being pushed recklessly through Congress in a partisan manner. No consideration has been given to the fact
that the CBO has not been allowed the time required to rate it. You have only a vague estimate, made up of whole cloth,
of the number of people who will lose their healthcare insurance totally if this measure passes. You have no way of
knowing how high insurance rates will rise if the block grants are awarded to yet unformed delivery systems of the 50
states. Your only thought is to fulfill a promise you’d made for seven years without any thought of how you would fulfill
it once the occasion arose. That’s not the fault of your constituencies who are depending upon you to help them meet
their needs in order for them to remain productive. It may be that you are feeling that by transferring this hot potato to
the states, that you, as congressmen, will avoid the fallout that will assuredly result from this. Rest assured, the
memories of your votes will remain in the minds in the public well into the next election period.

We all know that the ACA needs repair. It is, in spite of your prognostications, not on life support, but there are major
changes that could be effected in order so solve the often cited issues that are affecting its performance. Both sides of
the aisle recognize most if these and are capable of developing workable “fixes” . For the sake of your constituencies, lay

down this lame attempt that would worsen the problem, and develop and pass the fixes as quickly as possible. It's the
American and human thing to do.

Thank You

Peter B. Steele

60



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: J Nerney

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:55 PM
To: . gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Good afternoon,
Having finally found out what it is in the latest healthcare bill before the senate, I am appalled. It is truly distressing that each time

this "repeal and replace” issue is brought forward, the replacement is progressively more repulsive. This bill is, quite simply, a
disaster, and the manner in which it is being sneaked through the legislative process speaks volumes of its so-called writers.

NO, NO, NO to Graham-Cassidy.

-Joseph Nerney
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Obamacare Repeal

Please vote NO on the upcoming GOP repeal effort. Every American deserves health care.
Thank you.

Kathy McHenry
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Brew

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Fwd: Graham Cassidy

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mary Brew <marybrew(@yahoo.com>
Date: September 22,2017 at 8:16:46 AM EDT
To: gchcomments(@senate.finance.gov
Subject: Graham Cassidy

Monday's hearing is intended to be window dressing. The reverse of a kangaroo court to prop up
a terrible bill the people who elected you clearly DO NOT WANT! An abomination. You are
shoving through a bill affecting 1/6 of our economy that has no CBO score. You Republicans
seem to have forgotten you do not work for the Koch brothers. If you insist on continuing down
this truly stupid path then in about 13.5 months the people you really work for will be sending
you a powerful message.

Sent from my iPhone

21



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ruthi Duval

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:30 PM

To: gchcomments; Ruthi Duval

Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassady Repeal Bill

Please, please, please do not let this go through. Our country has enough to deal with right now. Do not take
our health care away!!!!! :

Ruthi Duval
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Sands

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

I am vehemently opposed to the passage of this bill and the repeal of the ACA. Please do not put your
constituents in harm's way by repealing their healthcare.

I appreciate your time.

Karen Sands

56



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Annette Oliveira <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable care Act

Hello:

My family relies on quality, affordable health care. | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Medicaid restrictions
created by this bill would hurt my nephew who is raising four children. He is paid as an LPN by Medicaid and
has health insurance under the ACA. I have a grand nephew with cerebral palsy who also relies on Medicaid
funds. We need money for medicine not the military.

Please do not pass this bill.

Paz y Amor,
Annette

Annette
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Caitlin Walsh piano by ear

Sent: Friday, September 22,2017 3:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: graham cassidy bill comments

i am disabled and female, I'm terrified of this bill. It would cost much more to have a baby and abortions would be made
unaffordable. I'm sick of being punished because | was born with a female reproductive system. | also use Medicaid. This
would gut that service. My father is on the afca, without that he will not have insurance. After my mother's death it is
the only insurance he can afford. I'm so sick of this administration using scare tactics and being nothing but over grown
racist, sexist bullies. The world is already scarry enough without monsters like these. Having a preexisting condition
would be unaffordable as well. '

Thank you.

Best

Caitlin Walsh
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mara SpecP
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:11 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: I Strongly Condemn This Bill

I strongly condemn this bill and urge you to put your constituents first, not your corporate campaign donors. It
is an embarrassment that we do not have universal access to healthcare in this country, and that the cost of
providing healthcare is so high. I urge you to consider the single payer bill that has been introduced.

Thank you,

Mara Spece
11237
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mariah Snyder

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Care Bill

I am distressed at the speed at which a bill that is critical to almost all Americans (except the very rich) is being
trying to be sped through the Senate. All major health care organizations and organizations that represent the
elderly and vulnerable in society are against it. Because of all of these reasons and its impact on the well being
of Americans, I oppose the bill.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Courtney Fay

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham - Cassidy Bill

The senate has no business voting on legislation that would affect 1/6th of economy without full weight of a
CBO score. It is your job to ensure that the fiscal responsibility is upheld, not just in the government, but for
the protection of citizens.

Health care that does not protect what patients are charged in premiums, is not health care.

Please stop this bill, and work on a bipartisan effort to really help hard working Americans have affordable
universal health care. Our ability to get care and to live, shouldn't be determined by how wealthy we are.

Thank you,

Courtney Fay
Citizen
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

—
From: Katie Thurer
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: DO NOT PASS THE GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL

Citizens of the United States rely on quality affordable health care. As a practicing
obstetrician/gynecologist I spent much of my career working with underserved communities. These
women and their families have benefited tremendously from the Affordable Care Act, especially the
expansion of Medicaid.

On a personal note, I, like many other people in the country, have had my share of medical
problems. Getting rid of the pre-existing condition clause would preclude my ability to be insured,
which would then jeopardize my health. Who wants this? Not me.

Nothing is perfect, I am aware of this.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Dr. Katherine A Thurer
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)_

From: Meredith Rose

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: IMPROVE ACA -- NO NOT REPEALIT

To Whom It May Concern:

I am opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill that will repeal the Afffordable Care Act. The ACA is essential to
providing millions of Americans with quality, affordable healthcare. My friends and family members rely on
it. Tax payer dollars allow for every single member of Congress to receive quality healthcare. A4/l Americans
deserve quality health care -- the ACA provides it. A bi-partisan Congressional panel should ensure that the
ACA is reformed to become the best bill it can be, but Congress should not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Meredith Rose
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dorothy Rooney

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:29 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
I have been denied insurance in the past for arthritis. | am close to retirement age and cannot afford to not have
insurance.

I would like to see both our Republican and D mocratic public servants to sit down and discuss viable options. Politics
should be about compromise and meeting somewhere in the middle. We need a win for everyone not one party. Think
of all the people that will be devastated by loss of healthcare. Please, have some compassion.

Dorothy Rooney

19046
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear People,

r Claudia welch

Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
gchcomments
Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill

I and my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare and Medicaid. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

It is highly important to me that Medicaid never be cut and only be supplemented, if anything. My mother has Alzheimer's
and is in a residential care facility that we could never afford without every penny of the assistance she
receives from Medicaid (even with my husband and | working full time). Medicaid offers these lifelines to millions
of families like mine and | am...yes...very frightened about the effects if this healthcare bill were to pass or if Medicaid
were threatened. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Dr. Claudia Welch

Calais, Vermont

Dr. Claudia Welch
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kyllikki Ryto

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:41 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy: Scoliosis & Cardiac Arrhythmia

To whom it may concern:
Respectfully, this bill is not an action that seeks to serve the American people.

Mike Pence, back on June 24, asserted that repealing the ACA would be based on "personal responsibility"; and
.conservative pundits like Stephen Moore have also argued the personal accountability line--on July 10, he
claimed that insurance should be like "car insurance" and that "half" of those needing universal coverage are
responsible for their own pre-existing conditions. Let's be clear: personal accountability has nothing to do with
how bodies work, and risk pools rely on everyone paying in so that those who end up needing help can get it.

When I was eleven, I was diagnosed with severe scoliosis: a congenital condition over which I and my parents
had no control. My spine was rapidly growing in a lateral S shape, and surgery (fusing the vertebrae from my
lower neck to L3/L4) was necessary. We could only afford the surgery because my father worked for the state
government: he worked for the railroad. As a result, we didn't end up drowning in medical debt.

When I was thirty, I was diagnosed with supraventricular tachycardia (SVT), an arrhythmia that simply
develops in otherwise healthy hearts: as cells grow, a "bad" electrical pathway can emerge, and the heart,
instead of beating normally, randomly jumps in rate; I was diagnosed after my husband drove me to the ER with
a heart rate of 180; the ER had to give me not one, not two, but three doses of adenosine to break the bad
rhythm and bring my HR down. This was followed by surgery to ablate the bad pathway. How did I afford this
out of pocket? I didn't: I was living in Kentucky at the time, and, thanks to Steve Beshear's expanded Medicaid
program, everything was covered so that, again, I didn't end up drowning in medical debt.

Congress is charged with the responsibility of legislating in the best interest of the American people. This bill
does not reflect that. My personal examples are not anomalies or exceptions: every day, Americans are

diagnosed with disorders or conditions for which they are not responsible. If you want to argue about
smoking and lung cancer, then do that elsewhere--but do not penalize all of us in the interim.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Kyllikki Rytov
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amanda Fields

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Commentary on GC bill

Dear committee,

| write to condemn the latest healthcare bill and discourage its passage. The concept of "repeal and replace" has
done nothing to address the real problems average citizens face, and passing this new piece of legislation would be
a clear sign to the American people that our representatives are persuaded more by political prowess and money
than the health of their citizens. We know that this bill brings back pre-existing conditions clauses, allows insurers to
raise rates when a patient receives a new diagnosis, allows states to cut funding for, or let insurers

exclude, maternity services, hospitalizations, laboratory tests, dental benefits for children, mental health,

and substance abuse programs.

Our health is not a game, and one of our most pressing needs in this nation is to offer quality healthcare for all.
Every plan that has been put forward since January is the furthest cry from that.

We know that individual states will be allowed to prevent women's clinics from charging Medicaid for services like
cancer screenings and birth control. We know that it shifts billions of dollars of costs onto states, giving them
incentive to cut the above items. We know that it lets states spend block grants on non-healthcare spending. We
know that federal aid for Medicaid would plummet. We know that insurers would be able to double their surcharge
on elderly customers. We know that it kills the ACA’s insurance subsidies.

From this vantage point, it is easy to conclude that this is only about destroying one of the only comprehensive
attempts at healthcare legislation our nation has seen. It is truly baffling. Care for the people who put you in office.
Make the ACA better. Help people sign up for it. Work with insurance companies. Better yet, work together with
experts to think up a better system.

Anything less is reprehensible.

Thank you,
Dr. Amanda Fields

Amanda Fields, Ph.D., M.F.A.
Assistant Professor of English

she/her/hers

38
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Paula Dunn <;~
Sent: Friday, SeptemberZ2, 2017 6:17 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill-a BIG NO

Passing a with little input from those directly affected or those who would be tasked with implementing it
would be irresponsible. The both the insurance industry as well as healthcare providers have stated this bill
would be a disaster. Not only is this bill dangerous for the nation's healthcare, it is potentially dangerous for the
nation's economy as the healthcare industry makes up a large portion of the economy.

Pushing through a bill of this scale without input from the public and the industries affected is unforgivable.
Thank you for your time.

Paula Dunn
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: _ Robert Mcgee 7 ' >
Sent: ‘ Friday, September 22, 2017 6:16 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare bill

My family relies on Medicare. Please come to a bipartisan agreement to improve ACA rather than repeal it.
Sincerely,

Robert and Katherine McGee
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sophia Roberts —

Sent: Friday, Septembeér 22, 2017 4:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony

Dear Congressman,;

[ utilize many of the Medicaid services and I do not agree with the cuts. With the health problems that I
experience, I would not be able to manage and I would be worse off. These services have also helped me to
become independent and living in the community on my own.

Thank you-
Deborah Lalka
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Green

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:36 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Committee:

The Graham-Cassidy Bill is a potential death sentence for sick and vulnerable Americans. There is almost no
adult alive who by now has no pre-existing condition, and the Graham-Cassidy Bill CANNOT GUUARANTEE
that states will continue to provide coverage for pre-existing conditions. This is unjust, immoral and cruel.
Moreover, the fact that it is being rammed through the Senate without hearings and without Republicans
working across the aisle is reprehensible.

It is time for a bipartisan effort to stabilize the ACA exchanges and mandate outreach to prevent spikes in
premiums and lapses in coverage.

Graham-Cassidy must be defeated, and an overwhelming majority of Americans believe that.

Sincerely,
Lisa Green



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: FeFe Applebe

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Bill

Please do not pass this bill just to have something instead of the aca without even reading it! Please take the time and
create a thoughtful bill that will be helpful and beneficial to the American people.
Fiorella applebe
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kirk Orland

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To whom it may concern:

Please do not support the current health care repeal initiative, known as the Graham-Cassidy
proposal. | have an autistic and bipolar son with a slew of pre-existing conditions. | would NEVER be
able to afford his health insurance with this proposal as a small business owner trying to make ends
meet.

The proposal dramatically restructures and cuts Medicaid spending, putting seniors, low-income,
people with disabilities and other vulnerable Americans at risk. The proposal could allow insurance
companies to dramatically increase costs for people with pre-existing conditions. And the proposal
could harm millions by eliminating health insurance subsidies.

Please protect constituents like me. Vote no on the Graham-Cassidy proposal.

Thank you,
Kirk Orlando
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Milien, Jennifer

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:00 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Health care for all Americans is a right

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, I write in
opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that
came before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would
clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning
protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this
bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a
bipartisan approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. I urge you to take that
opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Thank you
Jennifer millen md

139



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sonia Calderon

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:35 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Medicaid cuts

Hi:

| live in Glen Burnie and have two kids with autism. The cut in the service for Medicaid will be super bad for us. | can't
afford the medications and therapies. The help that we receive from the Medicaid is awesome. It will be sad and really
awful to list the benefits.

Sonia C

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Kindle

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:57 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No on Graham Cassidy

While the ACA can likely be improved, this is not the way to do it. In fact, this bill appears to be even worse
than its predecessors.

It's hardly insurance, if pre-existing conditions (including pregnancy and advanced age) have enormously
increased premiums.

To rush through yet another poorly conceived and inadequately researched bill is a disgrace.

The goal seems to be to repeal Obamacare, not to put together a sustainable health care system that will benefit
US citizens.

Republicans need to take a page from the Democrats' playbook.
Set clear goals.

Collect data and gather input from diverse stakeholders.
Propose a number of alternatives.

Test their financial and human impacts.

Make a proposal that best supports the goals.

It's not rocket science. It's called being a professional.

Sorry, but this voter is losing patience with the incredibly flawed approach to this life and death problem.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: o'Laughtin, kelli N.M.0. g >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:31 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: repeat Graham-Cassidy bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As an emergency medicine physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the
care they need, | write in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as
the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its
residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the
years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning
protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this
bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a
bipartisan approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that
opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy. ‘

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Kelli O’Laughlin

Kelli O'Ltaughlin, MD, MPH, FACEP

Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine, Harvard Medical School

Research Fellow, Medical Practice Evaluation Center, Massachusetts General Hospital
Attending Physician, Department of Emergency Medicine, Brigham and Women's Hospital
Faculty, Harvard Humanitarian Initiative

The information in this e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is
addressed. If you believe this e-mail was sent to you in error and the e-mail
contains patient information, please contact the Partners Compliance HelpLine at
http://www.partners.org/complianceline . If the e-mail was sent to you in error
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Staley
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:31 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please reject the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Senators,

I hope that niy email is just one of millions you are receiving from loyal and concerned citizens urging you to reject the
Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to focus on one aspect of the ACA: the individual mandate.

values, freedom, individual liberty. In fact, my father feels that way, namely “the government shouldn’t tell me what
to do!” However, | don’t understand how those same people don’t regard higher costs for all of us to cover the
uninsured as just as much a “government manddte”. | would prefer for my government to be transparent and say that
all citizens have to work and pay to protect and advance our values, and that means paying taxes, paying for
healthcare, paying for car insurance, paying for things that would fall on someone else’s shoulders to deal with if we
each didn’t take care of our share.

What about my freedom, as a responsible, insured citizen not to foot the bill (in the form of higher costs) for someone
who thought he was invincible but got hit by a truck? What about the freedom of a contractor not to get stiffed when
his client declares bankruptcy? Whose individual liberty is furthered when a baby ends up in the NICU because the
mother had no access to basic, cheap prenatal care? | would much rather contribute to a stable, compassionate
system that insures everyone than continue to watch my costs escalating out of control.

Health insurance happens to be one area in which compassion and economic interest are aligned. When the ACA was
adopted, | believed my country was on the way to joining the community of developed nations in which universal

access to healthcare is recognized as a building block of a stable, prosperous, modern society. | ask you to reject
Graham-Cassidy and work together to improve, strengthen and extend the ACA.

Thank you,

Barbara Staley
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Window Live <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA ~ No repeal

Hello Senate Finance Committee,

The Graham-Cassidy bill is a nightmare for Medicare recipients. :

It will effectively dismantle Medicare, leaving millions of elderly and disabled without coverage. It punishes large stotes which
enhanced their Medicare programs under the ACA, while rewarding smaller states which rejected Medicare under the ACA.
The Graham-Cassidy bill will raise insurance premiums.

According to a report by HHS, estimated annual premium surcharges would go up for pregnancy (517,320}, for asthma
($4,340), for diabetes ($5,600) and lung cancer ($72,980).

These are not small numbers. The negative consequences of this bill's passage would be devastating to individuals, families,
lncal communities and the entire nation. Even the health insurance industry is opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill, claiming it
would create chaos in the economy.

The Graham-Cassidy bill is bad for children, seniors, the disabled and women. [Lis bad fur people with pre-existing condilions.
It is bad for states. It is bad for the nation.

The only group that this legislation is good for is the Koch Brothers, a couple of un-elected old men who want to take our
country back to the John Birch Society of the 1950s.

It is imperative that this bill is defeated.

Thank you
Barbara Gowen

44



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Importance:

Good Afternoon,

Erin McPherson g g -

Friday, September 22, 2017 3:29 PM

gchcomments

Cassidy-Graham bill

Letter to appeal law limiting funding for disabled people.docx

High

Please read and take to heart this attached letter. My oldest son is currently having to reside apart from me
due to problem behaviors associated with his autism spectrum disorder and this is in addition to us receiving
community supports. | have had to fight for several years to get any money to help my two children with ASD.
Please, | am begging you, do not take these costly but very necessary benefits from them.

Sincerely,
Erin McPherson

45



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Philipe Abiyouness “

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Denounce the Graham-Cassidy Bill
Hello,

I am writing to denounce my support of the Graham-Cassidy Bill. The bill is obviously a politically charged,
appeal to Republican voters and would jeopardize the life and well-being of so many Americans. A healthcare
bill should protect the people, not take advantage of them as the Graham-Cassidy Bill seeks to do.

Best,
Philipe

47



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Donald Taylor
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Senate HC Bill

From: Dr. Donald Taylor - A 50 year member Massachusetts Medical Society

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked
hard to improve the woll boing of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve
over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the
cracks — especially the most vulnerable. '
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mark Latiker <_1>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Attachments: SDC10015.JPG

Hello, my name is Mark Latiker and I'm a constituent in 53235. In 2012, my mother was involved in a
workplace accident and required invasive surgery. Because of the Affordable Care Act, she was able to get the
surgery plus get any medicine she needs to combat her chronic pain and depression. Without it, I fear that she
would succumb to that pain and depression. The Graham-Cassidy bill is a potential death sentence for
sick and vulnerable Americans. Please use every tactic available to defeat the bill. Graham-Cassidy
is even worse than the BCRA. It destroys Medicaid as we know it, guts protections for people with
pre-existing conditions and is a potential death sentence for sick and vulnerable Americans. It is
reckless and immoral to ram through such profound changes without regular process and a full CBO
score. It is wrong for America and its values. It's time to support a bipartisan effort to stabilize the
ACA exchanges and mandate outreach in order to prevent spikes in premiums and lapses in
coverage. Enclosed with this e-mail is a picture of my mother and my aunt (who also relies on the
Affordable Care Act) with my grandfather, who had passed in 2010 because of cancer. My aunt and
mother have always been both hard-working women and it would be a nightmare to lose them both
because the reckless, unconscionable Graham-Cassidy bill.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrea Frierson >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: NO, to the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Senate Committee,

32 Million Americans could lose coverage, radical change to Medicaid and diminished funding for every
state. If you want to keep your campaign pledges start by keeping your pledge not to touch Medicaid benefits.
Reject this bill.

Yours truly,
A Concerned Citizen
Andrea Frierson
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Debra Sharkey <G

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:17 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Stop the Assault on America’s Healthcare

| do not support the latest GOP effort, the Graham-Cassidy legislation, to “fix” America’s healthcare system.

The GOP needs to work with the Democrats to come up with a system that is TRULY in all American’s best interest, not
just the interests of the rich.

Listen to John McCain and Susan Collins - they are voices of reason in the sea of current GOP greed and cruelty.

Sincerely,

Debra Sharkey
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Kelly

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:17 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: graham-Cassidy, do not pass!

I am 69 years old so covered by Medicare, but I implore you to vote against Graham-Cassidy. Cutting
Medicaid will affect not only children and the less-well-off, but seniors as well. Those unable to see to their
health care through the ACA if Medicare is cut will inevitably show up further down the line with more serious
issues and worse outcomes. Please do not consider this bill favorably, please look at the costs to citizens'
wellbeing and vote this down. Thank you,

Anne Kelly

Roslindale, MA 02131
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rita Reid — >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:17 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill

As a veteran who served my country honorably, it is imperative that I, and all veterans, receive the best health
care possible, as a promised benefit and as a testimony that the self-sacrifice of its former military members
does not go unnoticed after service termination. This will encourage the younger generation to sign-up for
military service without being summoned by a draft , to support the Commander-in-Chief, and uphold the
Constitution.

Thank you,

Rita Forbes
Veteran-E-7
U.S. Army

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) '

From: Carolyn and Joh

Sent: ' Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:38 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do the right thing for the people of the USA

People above Corporations and Party

I have two grand children a daughter and son in-law that rely on the ACA for their health care. It is important that they
continue to have health care-on their own they would not be able to afford any comprehensive health care. Without
health care their lives are at risk. They wouldn't go in when they need to go in--they will go to the ER and that will affect
everyone's health care. They both work-pay taxes and are productive American citizens. My daughter works for a funeral
home and is paid $14.00 and hour-with no benefits. My son-in-law is trying to establish a small security business and
has no extra money to buy insurance-all the money is going back into the business. Their housing is subsidized by his
family and | buy things-like school supplies and school clothes- (Just so you all understand that is not like we are not all
chipping in and helping this struggling family-they are not lazy people-drug addicted or undeserving). As a society when
common health care gets to be too expensive-because of "profit" we need as a group (government) need to step in and
do something about it.

I am 64 and hope to soon be on Medicare (hope that's not gutted too-can't image paying "for profit" insurance at an
older age with a preexisting condition). That being said we have paid for private insurance for the last 10 years--it is by
far our largest expense and going up steadily. The problem as | see it is Insurance companies are "for Profit" and why
not charge and keep raising rates-someone has to pay for all that lobby work on Congress. The next problem Hospitals
are for profit-so charging a $100 for and aspirin--is just fine--have to pay for all those uninsured clogging up the

ER. Their are no consumer protections--after all it is "life or death" for the patient--one will PAY for life--even allow
oneself to be robbed if it means life and not death.

l.am a 21 year cancer survivor--l would not have survived if not for my company insurance--l am so glad that the ACA got
rid of the "cap"

because | was already at the top after surgery, chemo and radiation at the age of 43. | am not an unhealthy living
person-| exercise-eat right-protect myself them the environment cancer agents as much as | can-don't smoke , don't
drink-don't do drugs of any kind. 1 did nothing to cause my cancer. | am responsible with my bills and managed to save
a retirement and pay for long term care insurance--my point being why would the government not support my health
care and help protect me from the "profit" guys. (I do not support big tax cuts to Corporations either--trickle down has
shown not to work. | fear if these economic imbalances continue we are looking at more unrest.)

It is hard forme to understand why other civilized Western countries can provide universal health care for their citizens
and we seem unable or unwilling to do so. The only conclusion | can draw is that it is because "for profit" has enough
money to buy Congress. | am not opposed to cutting money/business for the big Pharmacy and big Insurance to do the
right thing for American.

The current thrown together REPEAL and DO NOT REPLACE bill is an embarrassment and points to corruptlon--
apparently it is very difficult in the United States to do the right thing.

All 1 want is basic affordable health care that functions for all---Even | could write a better bill then this one. (Control the
Profit guys--ACA needs a government option-some competition for the Profit Companies.)
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Carolyn McDaniel
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Cain <~

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4.05 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: VOTE NO on Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Many of my family's pre-existing Health conditions would put us at risk for excessively high insurance
premiums with this bill. While an insurance company can't deny us, they can charge whatever they want, which
might make it unaffordable for our family of two self-employed entrepreneurs, one college student and one high
schooler.

Please protect access and affordability for families like ours.
Lisa

Lisa Cain, PhD
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Debby Dinan
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Block #Graham Cassidy -- RN in CT who had to retire after CA of Breast, Bilateral Knee Replacements and Bilateral Hip
Necrosis complications from chemo. Now cannot work and depend on Medicare and Medicaid which happened after
working 32 yrs!!l Where will 1 go? Who will now help me? PLEASE VOTE NO.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wric_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelli Livermore <
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Dear Members of Congress,

My son, who has a thyroid condition, relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Kelli Livermore
Tijeras, NM

May you be at peace,

Kelli
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tammy M. —>
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

VOTE NO on GRAHAM-CASSIDY HEALTHCARE BILL

WORK TOGETHER TO FIX OUR BROKEN HEALTHCARE SYSTEM ------
NOT RECKLESSLY PERPETUATE IT AND ADD TO IT.

SOLVE THE PROBLEM -DON'T ADD TO IT

Our for-profit healthcare system has failed. This is why the ACA was instituted in the
first place in attempt to circumvent our extremely high costs for healthcare and
healthcare insurance to try to provide millions of Americans with healthcare that
otherwise could not afford. -

Senator Warren exposed Anthem Insurance company recently when they were
appealing to congress for more government funds. Anthem (one of many current
companies providing health insurance to Americans) made almost $900 million dollars
in profits in their second quarter this year and 54% of that was government funded (tax
dollars). THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE AND A DISGRACE.

Corporate greed and healthcare-for-profit is what is wrong with our healthcare system.

The Graham-Cassidy Bill does no more than the free market did (before ACA) and
adds to the cost of providing services by changing current system already in place
and placing burden of implementation of new system by state. How much additional
cost will that add to our healthcare costs alone?

The cost of insurance is lower when more people are insured. Period. Thus, the ACA
Marketplace. If market is narrowed to individual states, then insurance companies will
once again be at liberty to raise prices according to that particular

state's demographics instead of spreading it out across a larger base of demographics
(lowering cost). '

ACA provides assistance to millions who cannot afford full insurance
premiums. Graham-Cassidy DOES NOT.

ACA REQUIRES coverage and affordability for many millions of people with pre-
existing conditions, but DESPITE EXCESSIVE PROFITS (i.e, Anthem) the insurance
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companies continue to raise the prices for coverage out of reach for a lot of working
Americans.

Graham-Cassidy requires insurance companies to offer insurance for those with pre-
existing conditions, but falls short of requiring affordability. Thus millions and millions
of people in America will be charged unlimited higher premiums that they cannot
afford. --- This is exactly what was happening in the free market that led to
outrageously expensive policies that were un-affordable for most Americans. THIS IS
THE PROBLEM NOT THE ANSWER. | o

MOST AMERICANS have pre-existing condltlons of one form or another. Especially
older and elderly Americans. Sicker and older Americans generally make less money
and are struggling, and multi-millions will not be able to pay higher premiums for their
necessary healthcare to survive and thrive.

Graham-Cassidy will not only be devastating to the lives of these millions of
working people, but also to the work-force which will suffer greatly because these
people cannot get the care they need to thrive.

Working People will SUFFER AND DIE and will fall into our welfare system because
they are not rich and cannot afford to pay GREEDY insurance companies' BILLIONS
in profits in order to obtain healthcare so they can continue to work and be productive
citizens. This is the reality of the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Graham-Cassidy does not even attempt to solve the ACTUAL PROBLEMS with our
healthcare system which ARE EXTREMELY HIGH COSTS and begin with GREEDY
INSURANCE MOGULS' PROFITS.

Only way to fix our healthcare system is to ELIMINATE CORPORATE
GREED/PROFIT. MANY COUNTRIES HAVE DONE THIS SUCCESSFULLY.

WORK TO FIX OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM TO BENEFIT THE PEOPLE OF
AMERICA - NOT INSURANCE MOGULS AND BIG PHARMA.

MEDICARE FOR ALL is the only reasonable rational way to improve our healthcare
system for ALL AMERICANS. Medicare is already in place, just expand it for
- ALL. Simple as that.

Tammy S. Madden.
| .
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Chris Watkins ) >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:47 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: - Graham Cassidy bill

Please sirs, ,
Vote NO to this bill, use our American system to fix the AFFORDABLE CARE ACT



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

—
From: Reau, Marcia Jane <—>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Senate Finance Committee:

Please vote “NO” on the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill. This bill would put millions of people at risk for losing their
healthcare coverage (people with pre-existing conditions, the elderly, children, people with disabilities and special
needs, etc.). It targets the most vulnerable people in our society by gutting Medicaid. Our own governor, Governor
John Kasich, doesn’t support this bill. This bill will dramatically affect my son, who has autism, and my family. Every
agency that has been able to look at this bill, including the CBO, doesn’t support it because it will leave millions of
Americans uninsured. My son and the American people deserve to be supported; not cast aside. PLEASE VOTE NO ON

Marcia Reau

Secretary I
Department of Psychology

. paaad
-

h i:iiwww.utoledo.eduiali | }

@ THE UNIVERSITY OF
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christy Dixon “

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

| don't support the Graham-Cassidy bill. Obamacare should be fixed and continued. Also | support politicians
going on COBRA if they aren't reelected and let them live like the rest of America
Christy Dixon, RN, MSN

94



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Theresa Schimmel

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Bill

To the Congress:

I am opposed to this latest effort to do away with the Affordable Health Care Act by pushing a bill this latest bill by Graham and
Cassidy that would strip thousands of their health care benefits. When will this nation recognize that health care is a right, not a

privilege? We wish that Obamacare would have been in place when our son was chronically ill. Instead we went into deep debt.
Congress should be looking for ways to make healthcare universal and affordable. Take profit out of it.

Sincerely,
Theresa Schimmel
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Diana Bell

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:18 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please IMPROVE, not repeal the ACA; I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

As Americans, my family and 1 rely on quality, affordable healthcare.
Because of this, 1 oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

[ cannot understand why both houses and both parties cannot work together to improve the ACA, not repeal it. | am an Army
brat and I grew up with socialized medicine so I'd welcome "Medicare for all".

When Congress plays this win/lose game, the only ones that lose are the people who elected you.
Please do not just hurry through this ridiculous "states rights' legislation.

Please oppose this latest attempt to kill the ACA? Please improve it.

Thank you,

Diana Bell, MD
Angel Fire, NM
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynn Hertzfelc—>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate. No vote
should happen on any health care bill until it has been throughly discussed and feedback provided by consumers, health
care providers and insurers. This bill is being pushed through without the appropriate feedback and analysis. If we want
a lasting plan, it needs to be inclusive and carefully analyzed.

Lynn Hertzfeld

19072
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Eva Kreisler

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:36 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham/Cassidy bill
Attachments: imagel.jpeg; ATTO0001.txt

Hello,

| am writing to express my opposition to the Graham/Cassidy bill. This bill will leave millions of people without insurance
and deprive others of affordable care.

It is imperative that congress Return to normal order and work in a bipartisan manner in order to protect the future of
this country.

Thank you.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathy Slaughter

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:35 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

I object to Bringing the Graham-Cassidy bill to a vote. We need you to work on a bipartisan
basis for a fix to the Affordable Care Act. Everything I read about this bill is unproductive for
the people of my state and the U.S. It seems to be only a tax cut for the richest citizens.
Meanwhile, people who desperately need health care have theirs stripped away.

My husband is a cancer survivor, and we are over 55. We could not afford the premiums in a
high risk pool. Additionally, maternal care and pregnancy prevention are cut. How do you
justify that?

Please let this deadline pass and work with Democrats to deliver a compassionate and sensible
health care bill that both parties can support. Let America be truly great.

Thanks,

Kathy Slaughter

Zip code 81504
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

N
Sent: riday, September 22, 2017 4.02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Save Our Care

My students rely on #ACA for their lives. They have disabilities and rely on Medicaid to get them out of the house, got to
school and receive therapies at school such as nursing, OT and PT. They also need to buy their medicines. This bill would
ruin their progress and hurt them long term. It would defund CBOs and Hospitals and leave our students without
necessary care in order to grow into productive independent citizens. It would mean teachers losing jobs, therapists in
schools losing her jobs too. Special Education schools would be hit hard. Please fix ACA it's not perfect but it does save
and help lives.

Luz Holling

Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Squires Root -
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:34 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote No on Graham-Cassidy Bill

| urge you to vote no on the bill to repeal and replace the ACA.

The provisions of the Affordable Care Act have been a Godsend to my family. We buy our plan directly from the insurer
because we don't qualify for subsidies. But we are so grateful that we can buy insurance at all!

We are self employed and like so many millions of other Americans have pre-existing conditions that prevented us from
buying insurance on the open market before the ACA took affect.

Please vote no on this bill and please start working with the bi-partisan committee formed to try to improve the ACA.

Thank you and God bless,
Angela Squires

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : Anthony DiVincenzo h

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:02 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Hello,

32 Million Americans could lose coverage, radical change to Medicaid and diminished funding for every state. if you
want to keep your campaign pledges start by keeping your pledge not to touch Medicaid benefits. Reject this bill.

Best,
Tony DiVincenzo
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

— SA—
From: cella Bennett
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:02 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Your Bill is insulting

Not to mention will kill millions of Americans. Not 1 professional practice is backing your bill, it's so bad even insurance
companies are speaking out. You did all this just to put more $ in your pocket. You took a bribe from billionaires and WE
ALL KNOW IT.

The GOP establishment as you know it will be destroyed in 18 election. We the people are done with this greedy, self
serving party.

Good luck w/ that bill. Should it pass my death is on you.
Sent from my iPhone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alejandra Lozano

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No on Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill

To Whom It Concerns:

Hello. | am healthy and young--but just wise enough to recognize the perilous and temporary nature of such a state of being. !
may get sick tomorrow. | may be injured in an accident. | may blink and find that 30 years have gone by, and that I've grown old
and in need of medical care--yes, my family has some history of breast cancer. Beyond concerns for my own self preservation, |
am currently pregnant and my son will need healthcare when he is born. Additionally, | have family members that are growing
old and will no doubt require some assistance. | do not know how | would manage that cost on top of providing for my own family
and especially if, God forbid, something should happen to me requiring healthcare.

The simple fact of life is: nobody can live their life without health insurance--it is either a death sentence or a path to bankruptcy
and poverty. These things are not freedom. These are, in fact, antithetical to the rights endowed to us by our Creator.

And now, for full disclosure: | may not have voted for you. But | implore you to look past any political or even ideological
differences that we may have. Please reject the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill. There are simply too many unanswered
questions with this bill--a bill that seeks to recklessly tamper with such an important part of the American economy and American
lives. The bill is rushed and did not solicit any input from Democratic Senators that represent the interests of millions of
Americans. Worse, the costs are not known as the CBO has not yet scored this fully, but industry leaders and experts have
expressed deep misgivings about the contents of the bill.

It's true that the current healthcare system can be improved. But the effort to repeal the ACA is not motivated by such a noble
goal. It is motivated by partisan or even personal disputes. | implore that you commit towards a bipartisan effort to find a
practical solution that will bless the most lives instead of boosting the swollen coffers of the few. The eyes of America, the world,

and history, are upon you now.

Best regards,
Alejandra Lozano
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: James Bradley

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony about the Graham Cassidy bill

I have read this bill. It is a terrible bill and a stupid approach to improving Obamacare that will endanger millions of
Americans by removing their health insurance. Only senators from the 1% (i.e., all of them) whose families will not be
affected at all would ever consider passing such a thing. it is a step backward for the United States. Every supporting
senator should be embarrassed.

66



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tonya Neavins _>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA Repeal

To: ALL Whom Should Be Concerned
From: A Colon Cancer Survivor

Background: Diagnosed at the age of 40, underwent 6 months of extensive chemotherapy (12 rounds, 48 hours
each round) and requires monitoring for the rest of my life by an oncologist.
That makes me a person with a pre-existing condition.

Family background: 8 individuals have been diagnosed with colon cancer and 2 didn't survive. My mom didn't
make it as she died at the age of 33 from colon cancer!!!

Medical findings: Family genetics shows WE are carriers of a hereditary genetic condition that causes colon
cancer and other cancers known as Lynch syndrome. That puts us in a high-risk category requiring colonoscopy
screenings much early than the age of 50. ' '

My kids have all had colonoscopy screenings in their early 20's as a result and have had polyps removed that
were tested, but thankfully weren't cancerous. But I ask you how many 20 year olds would even opt for a
colonoscopy and be asked to repeat such screening every 3 years.

I felt that by providing you with a glimpse of why insurance void of pre-existing conditions was important, it
may cause you to review the bill you're considering to assist you with understanding how detrimental such a
law would be to individuals such as myself.

I welcome the opportunity to speak with any of you and discuss my concerns in greater detail as I know a short
email message only scratches the surface. As a U.S. citizen I urge you to scrap this bill and consider the
dissatisfaction such a law will create.

Please feel free to reach out to me to further discuss this matter.

Best regards,

Tonya Neavins

Sent ffom my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barshak, Miriam Baron,M.D.

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:39 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)

Subject: Stand up for patients by opposing Graham-Cassidy ACA repeal

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA rcpeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked
hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that wo have worked hard to achieve
over the years.

Any physicfan knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too.many patients between the
cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Sincerely,
Miriam Barshak, M.D.

The information in this e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is
addressed. If you believe this e-mail was sent to you in error and the e-mail
contains patient information, please contact the Partners Compliance HelpLine at
http://www partners.org/complianceline . If the e-mail was sent to you in error
but does not contain patient information, please contact the sender and properly
dispose of the e-mail.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Thornton, Edward R <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I totally oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

To the Senate Finance Committee:

We all know that the Graham-Cassidy bill would make America sicker again, but Republicans don't seem to care.
At the very least there should be no vote on this deceptive bill until the CBO has reported on it. Your Committee should
wait for the CBO report and then allow sufficient time for serious public discussion before voting on it.

Especially: whatever the proponents of this bill may say, the actual truth is that it attacks Medicaid so the wealthy
friends of Graham and Cassidy don't have to pay a tax that to them is pocket-change. Medicaid is the lifeblood of
keeping our society healthy. Medicaid should be seriously increased in coverage to cover the real needs of our people,
both old and young.

Beyond Medicaid, we absolutely must keep the ACA and its eligibility to keep healthcare regardless of employer or loss
of job. This has saved many people from loss of healthcare and thus from bankruptcy. It is our government's job to
protect our lives in this way -- not just with guns and bombs. As with auto insurance, a mandate is necessary for health
insurance because there are foolish people who do not want to have insurance. And like auto insurance, people who
don’t have health insurance cost the rest of us a lot of money, which comes out of our pockets as higher health
insurance premiums for all the rest of us, to pay for the emergency and other care that the noninsured get at our
expense.

After reading the details, | am now calling this Republican proposal the UNAFFORDABLE CARE ACT. Only a Senator who
actually hates his constituents could vote for this pathetic travesty pretending to count as health care.

We all need medical care. Lel's keep funding it fully and in the fairest possible way instead of sticking the hospitals and
taxpayers with the costs of care for the uninsured. Which just makes everybody's medical costs higher. You can improve
the ACA, of course, but it has to be made better, not worse.

t don’t mind if you want to stop calling the ACA “Obamacare”. Why not just pass a bill that officially changes the name of
the ACA to “The Republican Affordable Care Act”? Just don’t change the bill and the coverage, or make it better.
Rational consideration of our public needs for health care would necessarily lead to something very close to the ACA
anyways. We all know you cannot cut the costs of good health care — it’s only a question of how do we pay those costs
in the fairest possible way. Graham-Cassidy does it the worst way so far proposed.

Best wishes, Edward Thornton
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rich Corner

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:40 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Do not pass this disastrous bill

This bill is not good for Americans and | can not imagine why any responsible congressman would vote for this

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: David Faczan >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:43 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill

To whom it may concern:

| am writing to you about the proposed Graham/Cassidy Bill for changes to the ACA. This is not a good or decent bil by
any measure, and its sole purpose is to give tax cuts to people who don’t need them.

First and foremost | ask Congress to not hold a vote on this bill, one that will affect at least 1/6 of the American
economy, without first obtaining a CBO score. How can you possibly vote on proposed legislation in good conscience
without fully understanding how it will impact the lives of many Americans? Do you understand the egregious damage
it will do to small towns in America where hospitals are the largest employer?

Secondly, | am extremely concerned about the language in this sorry excuse for a bill that allows states to loosen
protections for pre-existing conditions. Millions of Americans will not be able to afford health care. Many more will face
bankruptcy due to their medical bills. Do you seriously expect hard working Americans to have to choose between life
saving treatments or death for their loved ones? What type of reprehensible, soulless individuals would want that?

From what I've read, this bill does not in any way bring healthcare to more Americans. It is in fact the complete opposite
and it is predicted that upwards of 30 million will lose their existing coverage. That most if not every major medical
association has come out against this bill is proof that this proposed bill is unnecessarily cruel and heartless, especially to
the most vulnerable population segments of America.

Do not pass this bill. Instead, work to strengthen the ACA and stop this reprehensible trend of trying to erase the last
eight years of legislative progress because there was a person of color in the White House, one who to this day

continues to be infinitely more popular than its current occupant.

David Faczan
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elissa Hofelt h
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:43 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: VOTE NO ON THE GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL

PLEASE DON'T TAKE HEALTH CARE AWAY FROM MILLIONS.
Vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy Bill.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sherry Shaeffer

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
too many people will lose their health care, states that have expanded Medicaid will lose the ability to pay for that
expansion, and people with preexisting conditions will be forced to pay prohibitive surcharges for their health care. The
sick and elderly who rely on Medicaid will be left with nothing. This proposal has not been fully studied in order to
understand its ramifications. It is being done with an eye to repealing Obamacare rather to provide the best healthcare
for the American people. Please do the right thing and reject this proposal.

Sherry Shaeffer |

19025
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Sokol, Randi < (NG

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:41 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Hurt, Nikki (Markey); beth_pearson@markey.senate.gov
Subject: Opposing Graham-Cassidy bill ’

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked
hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve
over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overtumning protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the
cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

As a family physician | treat children and adult patients with all types of health conditions- asthma, diabetes, congestive heart failure,
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease/emphysema, depression and anxiety, and opioid addiction. When patients do not get the timely
care they need, they end up in the emergency department and hospitalized for much more severe (and costly!) care. We do best to
PREVENT diseases from worsening and SAVING MONEY by providing all patients with access to primary care early on. Also, | treat
patients with opioid use disorder (addiction) with Suboxone and Vivitrol, helping them embrace a life of recovery and sobriety, get back
to working, reunite with their families, and feel like a productive member of society. Without the ability to treat these folks, more people
will be using drugs, overdosing, and involved in criminal activity.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congréss now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Thank you for listening. Feel free to be in touch if you have any further question. | LOVE advocating for my patients!

Randi Sokol, MD, MPH, MMedEd
Associate Professor

L

The information transmitted in this electronic communication, including all contents enclosed and/or attached, is intended onty for the person or entity to whom itis
addressed and may contain material that is confidential, privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. Any review, re-transmission, copy, disclosure,
dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you
received this information in error, please contact the sender and properly destroy this communication and all copies thereof. :
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Lieberman <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
| believe that every American deserves affordable healthcare. It is shameful that a wealthy country like ours does not

guarantee healthcare to all of its citizens, and the Graham-Cassidy Bill is the WORST version of all the Repeal-and-
Replace legislation to come through this year.

My father-in-law died from multiple myeloma in 1999. There are now treatments for the form of cancer he had. Patients
are going into remission and can expect to live for many years, but only if they have insurance to pay for these
treatments, insurance that does not penalize people with pre-existing conditions. How can our elected representatives

deny life-saving treatments to any American?

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal and will not support any attempt to deprive people of decent
medical care. | know that you are on my side and want you to know that | will work for your reelection.

Thank you,

Lisa Lieberman

Lisa Lieberman

01002
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rhonda Dasher

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Since the first attempt to repeal the ACA the GOP has been secretive, gone around established protocol & had the President & Vice

President threaten Senators and house Reps. The ACA is working and providing healthcare to Americans that previously had nothing.

1 have a brother and a sister-in-law that finally got ACA after my brother had a'major heart attack & ended up with congestive heart

failure. My sister-in-law went for a physical and found out she had stage 3 breast cancer! Healthcare is essential for our citizens to

~ have a life & pursue happiness which is guaranteed in the Constitution. a healthy society contributes to a healthier and robust
economy.

The GOP has never made an effort to develop a bi-partisan healthcare bill but the Democrats did. Obama was the ONLY president to
put something in place that had been vetted by the medical industry, Dems, GOP, the finance office. There is NO LOGICAL
REASON TO Tear apart the ACA. Trump wants to undo the ACA because he is a racist and has promised his base he would.

EVERY attempt by the GOP to kill the ACA has been protested by myself and every other American that understands the horrible
outcome if repeal happened. 1 have a brother that would dic. A brother in law that would dic, a sister in law that would be at risk of
dying and | HAVE TO FIGHT TO SAVE THE PEOPLE THAT I LOVE FROM A CORRUPT GOP THAT HAS SHOWN NO
REGARD FOR DOING WHAT IS REST FOR THIS COUNTRY, RATHER, THEY MAKE IT CT.EFAR THEY WANT TO GIVE
THE RICH A TAX BREAK AND IF THE POOR CAN'T AFFORD THEIR HEALTHCARE, THEY CAN GO WITHOUT.

Every version of the GOP's bills to repeal ACA take more people off of insurance, take away protections for pre-existing conditions,
strip healthcare for children and hike rates for the elderly! The cost keeps rising and benefits keep disappearing! The medical
communities and providers do not support the GOP bill. it is worse than all previous versions which have failed with GOP Senators
going against their party!

This fight by the GOP has nothing to do with Healthcare or saving money, it has to do with a racist attack to undo a legacy of
President Obama- The Affordahle Care Act because it covers more people than ever before and has the potential to transform info
healthcare for all. There is a narcissistic person leading this country who holds his EGO higher than the health of this country. The
2016 clection was stolen by Russia and handced to 45. Amcrica has rallicd, marched, called texted, tweeted, sent videos, visited their
reps and | am BEGGING YOU TO KILL THE REPEAL EFFORT BY THE GOP! It will hurt this country and target the most
vulnerable in our Nation; children, the elderly, an those with pre-existing conditions that will die without continued treatment!

This has been repeated by millions of people that want to save the ACA because we all kuow friends or loved ones struggling with 4
health issue.The Constitution promises that all are created equal and have inalienable RIGHT to LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE
PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. The GOP seek to take away our right to live by taking away a functioning healthcare system and put in
its place a skeleton that is designed to funnel money for tax breaks to the rich 1% instead of keeping America healthy!

1 appreciate the call for comments and I know you will get more than you ask for but please understand that WE THE PEOPLE Of
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED AND OUR NATION
IS KEPT HEALTHY; KILL the GOP BILL & SAVE THE ACA!!

Respectfully,

Rhonda Dasher
A VERY CONCERNED CITIZEN of the UNITED STATES
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marjorie Kehoe *
er 22,2017 3:41 PM

Sent: Friday, Septemb
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate. It's
obvious that the bill is no good since you are basically trying to bribe Alaska & Hawaii by letting them keep the ACA!
Take a look at ho many medically related associations have come out against the bill. Listen to the numerous governors -
R&D - that have vocally opposed this bill. Do not do this to your constituents. These are people's lives you are dealing
with. Not everyone in this country is rolling in dough. If we can collectively (through taxes) pay to educate our populace,
why can't we keep them healthy? We need an educated and healthy population to move this country forward. FIX the
ACA. Don't repeal it.

Marjorie Kehoe

19067
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon Lebeau <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:39 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

Sharon Lebeau

19046
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joanne Kissinger _>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:39 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

Dear Sirs, your new healthcare bill is a disgrace. You should be ashamed of yourselves. History will remember who you
are and what your motivations were. And your children and their children will be humiliated by your greed and

arrogance.
Joanne Kisssinger
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) | ————

From: Crystal Worley -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:56 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

Please oppose the Graham Cassidy Bill that would strip millions of Americans from healthcare. Thank you for you time a
consideration!

Crystal Worley

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



Wright, Kevin (Finance) |

From: Melissa Chapman

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Proposed GCH Bill

Dear Finance Committee Members,

I must address my concerns about the latest GOP attempt to repeal and replace the ACA, the Graham-Cassidy
Healthcare bill. This bill is being pushed through without the necessary openness, discussion, debate and CBO score that
ANY bill should have before a vote. As an American, | am appalled at the lack of democratic process in Congress at this
time.

| have numerous concerns about the GCH, and 1 will share just a few of them, which | hope you will consider:

1. While some states, like Massachusetts, have been successful at providing healthcare, others, like Texas, have been
notoriously poor at it. Block grants given to the states will NOT guarantee that the people of that state will have lower
premiums or the essential healthcare benefits necessary for higher participation and adequate coverage.

2. Women will disproportionately suffer under the plan as their maternity care will no longer be guaranteed, their out-
of-pocket medical costs will increase, it restricts their access to reproductive care and Planned Parenthood as a provider,
AND it could end private insurance coverage for abortions. '

3. The GCH hurts women, children, and the disabled by cutting ACA subsidies and Medicaid.

4. The GCH does not guarantee coverage for pre-existing conditions. As a person with Rheumatoid Arthritis, which is a
pre-existing condition, my monthly infusions to keep my disease managed, would be more than | could afford. Under
your proposed plan, | would have to make the choice to pay a higher monthly premium (and that's only if my state
decides to cover PECs at all and | can afford the higher premium), go bankrupt or forego my treatments and deteriorate
until | am an invalid. | really don't like any of those options, do you? Question: Will erectile dysfunction be considered a
pre-existing condition?

I could continue, but | hope these three points will inform you that the GCH plan should NOT pass. It does NOT improve
on the current ACA. In fact, it HARMS average Americans like me.

My last point is this...

If the definition of insanity is to do the same thing over and over expecting a different result, then the repeated

attempts (50-60?) to repeal and replace the ACA just to obliterate President Obama's name/legacy are the very
definition of insanity. Instead, make the ACA better or start Medicare For All and put a Republican name on it. Won't
that make you feel like you've really helped the people of America by ensuring that EVERYONE has healthcare coverage?
Isn't that your goal? | hope and pray that it IS your goal and that helping the insurance and pharmaceutical companies is

not your intent.

Thank you,
Melissa Chapman
Concerned American Citizen



Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance) .

M _
From: Kimberly Garnick Giarratano
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:58 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: no to GC

Lifetime caps and gutting pre-existing conditions are the worst things you can do to the privately insured. I have
good insurance....now. God forbid I got sick, or my husband got ill. Medical costs in the US are so arbitrarily
inflated. Hospitals charging $100 for Tylenol. It's easy for a sick person to rack up $1M in health care costs.
And then what? Only to have the insurance become worthless? To go back to applying for second mortgages
when someone gets cancer? What a heinous system.

I don't care if the GOP members feel beholden to the Koch brothers or their donors -- playing politics with
peoples' lives is cruel and callous. Grow a spine. Stand up for your constituents, not just registered Republicans,
but everyone you represent. Otherwise, why are you in public service?

Kimberly G. Giarratano
Author of Young Adult mysteries
Website | Twitter | Newsletter }
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

R
From:
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:54 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Improve the Affordable Care Act

Have a little humility for just a moment--a sense of actual service to the thousands of people you represent.
This is about health care. Life and death. Put yourself in their shoes. Upgrade the ACA. Your haste to demolish
legislation that took so long to craft says nothing good about your motives.

Martha Walden



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: LarLLe NurksEN
Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

I would like to see a bipartisan effort to improve the ACA. The people of the United States need affordable reliable

healthcare. Respectfully, Lucille Nurkse,—, Brooklyn, NY (R

Sent from my iPad



Wright, Kevin (Finance) : —

From: Sara Kuhn

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: " Health care

[ have endured rheumatoid arthritis for about thirty years. In the last few years, the disease has progressed, and last year I had
my lower spine fused because RA had caused all the ligaments holding my vertebrae in place to weaken, leaving me with a
spine that curved repeatedly, causing leg pain,back pain, even seated pain. I, who enjoy long walks of several miles, couldn't
walk half a block because of the pain. The fusion has given me the ability to return to walking and even modified

gardening. But I obviously have a pre-existing condition, and Graham-Cassidy would undoubtedly cause higher premiums for
me, perhaps even a cap on benefits. Not only that, but I care for an 85-year old music professor who lives on an extremely tight
budget of about $22,000 annually. Two years ago,he had open-heart surgery with some complications, but he is now living
independently. He cannot afford his out-of-pocket costs for medication now, and I do not know what he would do without
Medicaid. We are real people with real problems, trying to manage our illnesses as best we can. We NEED, like others,
quality, affordable healthcare. 1know many others who could tell similar stories.

I oppose Graham-Cassidy because it is a bad bill that will only make health care worse, if it is even available, for many. We
require a bi-partisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. A majority of Americans are in favor of the ACA
now; repeal will not make voters any more in favor of Republican agenda than individuals are now, and in fact, it may turn
‘some voters away. ° : '

Please let's return to Senator Alexander's committee and let them produce a bi-partisan temporary stabilization and then work
toward a bi-partisan bill that will ensure Americans get the health care we deserve!

Sara Kuhn

Signal Mountain, TN 4B
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lynne Preston
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:42 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Lynne Preston

San Francisco, California (N
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Wright, Kévin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda and Philip Traynor (NN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:41 PM
gchcomments
Reject Graham-Cassidy! Protect our healthcare.

Finance Committee,

90% of Americans currently have health insurance in the USA whether through their
employes, Medicaid, Medicare or the ACA/Obamacare. The highest ever in the USA!

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
In addition, there is a HIDDEN TAX IN THE Graham-Cassidy bill: a $20 BILLION tax break
for the highly-profitable medical device industry.

To ADD INSULT TO INJURY, it has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore in which it has not
paid a dime in U.S. taxes. THIS IS OBSCENE!

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees, had
more than 150 hearings. dozens of amendments by Republicans and 169 hours of
consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an embarrassment, an insult and an outrage given
the life and death matters that are at stake. This process is a sham and a travesty! It has NO
CBO Score. It has been done in secret. Neither Democrats nor interested and knowledgeable
organizations like the various medical associations, have been allowed to provide input

regarding its impact.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to REJECT GRAHAM-CASSIDY and to

protect the healthcare of millions of Americans.

It's also high time that wealthy corporations pay their fair share in taxes! IT IS A BIG LIE AND
UTTERS NONSENSE THAT THEY NEED TAX BREAKS TO SPUR THE ECONOMY! When
they do pay their fair share of taxes CONGRESS MUST VOTE FOR ENSURING ALL THE
FUNDING OBAMACARE MANDATED, FIX ITS FLAWS AND THEN ALSO VOTE TO
UPGRADE OUR CRUMBLING INFRASTRUCTURE!



THESE ACTIONS WOULD BE A REAL INVESTMENT IN OUR COUNTRY's FUTURE THAT
WOULD PUT MILLIONS TO WORK. THESE WORKERS WOULD THEN SPEND THEIR
MONEY ON THEIR FAMILIES' NEEDS AND THAT WOULD STIMULATE THE ECONOMY
100 TIMES MORE THAN ANY TAX CUT TO THE WEALTHY OR THEIR CORPORATIONS!

OPPOSE THE GRAHAM CASSIDY BILL.

FIX OBAMACARE. ENSURE ITS CONTINUED FUNDING. MOVE TOWARDS A QUALITY
AFFORDABLE SINGLE-PAYER HEALTHCARE SYSTEM LIKE EVERY OTHER
ADVANCED NATION HAS.

INVEST SENSIBLY IN OUR COUNTRY'S FUTURE - WITH COMPREHENSIVE
HEALTHCARE FOR ALL! "

WE NEED AND WE DEMAND HEALTHCARE FOR EVERY AMERICAN, ESPECIALLY THE
MOST VULNERABLE.

WE ARE THE REAL WORKING FAMILIES THAT .NEED IT!

STOP TAX BREAKS FOR THE RICH AND THE CORPORATIONS THAT WE KNOW ARE
NOT ALREADY PAYING THEIR FAIR SHARE OF TAXES AS ITIS. THEY DON'T NEED
MORE TAX CUTS TO BUY YACHTS, 3RD AND 4TH HOMES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE
WORLD, OR PRIVATE ISLANDS TO HIDE IN TO MANAGE THEIR OFFSHORE
ACCOUNTS!

Linda and Philip Traynor
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finaﬁe)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karla Frandson

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:42 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also. hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Karla Frandson

R

San Diego , California (N



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jill

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Re: Trumpcare

Hello,

I would like to take this opportunity to implore you to act with integrity, honesty, and compassion and not let this
catastrophic healthcare bill be passed.

I am a 35 year veteran of public education. | served the state of Indiana with distinction both on the state and national
levels. | just retired and would expect with the Graham/Cassidy proposal that my healthcare costs would increase by 5
times! Is that the way you treat people who have worked hard all of their lives? This is a travesty!

My brother in law was born mentally challenged. He works 5 days a week at a workshop for people with disabilities and
always has a positive outlook on life. He makes a wonderful contribution to this country! However, he relies on Medicaid
to be able to afford the 16 different pills he must take each day! This bill would be devastating for him and our family as
my husband and | will be his future caregivers. | know many of you say that you are pro life. | think a better term would
be pro fetus. You wanted Jeff to be born, yet with this bill you would turn your back on him now that he lives! This is the
height of hypocrisy!

I could list numerous reasons why jeopardizing the coverage of people with preexisting conditions is cruel, how
"Essential Benefits" are critical to all families, and on and on.

Let me close by reminding you that you work for us...all of us! This Graham/Cassidy bill must not be allowed to go
forward. The majority of the citizens in this country do not want it! We want healthcare to be a bipartisan endeavor that
is publicly vetted, researched with input from the medical community, and is humane! Go back to the table! Surely you
can do better! .

Sincerely,
Jill Hall

Sent from my iPhone



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

marion marshall M

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:42 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

- The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

1n 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE 'hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

marion marshall

Gilbert AZ, Arizona (R
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Wright, Kevin (Fijnance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Barlow “

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:.04 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’'s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Scott Barlow

Sunnyvale, California{ll



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

L]

chris oconnell

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:41 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highiy-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

chris oconnell

Chicago, !llinois Y
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Bryant

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:41 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.

, Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-

profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

- rec‘éived dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Richard Bryant

Tucson, Arizona NG

20



Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Sylvia Renteria <N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:04 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Trumpcare

Do not pass a health care bill without careful consideration of whom it will hurt. The American people are not stupid.
Unfortunately politicians make promises that simply don't make sense in reality . Communicate that as senator McCain
has.

Sent from my iPhone

10



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please reject the Graham Cassidy Bill!

My name is Yvonne Holden and I live in Wilmington, Delaware. My daughter, Callie, is 4 years old.

Callie is a happy, active child who loves to play outside, paint, and sing.

Callie also has autism, which requires speech therapy, occupational therapy, and physical therapy. Callie also has hearing, vision, and
possible epilepsy issues for which she sees specialists at A.I. DuPont Hospital for Children. The therapies and treatments are
expensive. One session of therapy alone can cost over $100/hour. Callie receives at least 3 hours of therapy per day which is not paid
for by her school district.

While my family is covered under Blue Cross and Blue Shield through my husband's employer, private
insurance will cover none of the expenses relating to autism. Therefore, 100% of the cost of any therapy she
receives are out of pocket. Additionally, private insurance doesn't pay 100% of the costs of Callie's non-autism
medical expenses. Medicaid covers the co-pays related to those costs.

Because of Medicaid coverage, Callie is able to receive three hours of individual therapy per day from the Brandywine Center for
Autism, My husband and I could not afford to pay for this on our own. Since she started receiving therapy there, she has gone from
speaking single words only to speaking occasional sentences. She has begun interacting and playing with other children, something
she has never shown an interest in before. :

As 1 mentioned previously, Medicaid covers the co-pays that our private insurance doesn't cover for Callie's other medical issues. For
example, one of Callie's eyes drifts and her eye specialist at A.I. DuPont Hospital says she will have to have surgery in January or
March of 2018 or she will lose depth perception. The co-pay for that surgery will likely be close to one thousand dollars.

Callie occasionally has episodes which suggest she might have epilepsy, which is common in children with autism. Although during
previous testing at A.l. DuPont Hospital, her neurology team was unsuccessful in observing any brain activity which suggests
seizures, if such testing again is required in the future, again, the co-pays are extensive.

139



The Graham-Cassidy bill would hurt my child and family. I strongly urge Congress to reject it.
Sincerely,
Yvonne Holden

Wilmington, DE (il
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

A I
From: Carrie Hawks
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3.04 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony against Graham-Cassidy bill

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My nephew was born with
autism and digestive health issues. He has very high medical bills and no parent should be asked to forgo coverage for
their children because of costs. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Carrie Hawks

Brookiyn, NY

16



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: _m behalf of Birrell Walsh “
Sent: ’ Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:05 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: No, please, on Graham Cassidy

Its impact is not understood. The rushed vote will result in charges the GOP is a bad steward, corrupt
and incompetent.

Please, stop!



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I N
From: Frankie Rollins
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy!

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
Like you, | am a human in a fallible body. Rather than cite my specific issues, to which you
could add many of yours, | want to beg you for mercy on behalf of all of the other humans in
America who will not be able to staunch their wounds, cure their iliness, soothe their pain.
Only an arrogance or indifference would cause you to vote for a bill that shreds the possibility
of healthcare for your citizens as this one does. Arrogance that no one you know and love will
be harmed by this, or indifference because you don't care about the suffering of so many
Americans.

| urge you to work towards a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Rollins
Tucson, AZ



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: amy sweet

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: vote no

I am a New Mexican teacher in a Title 1 elementary school. It is imperative that we protect the Medicare
coverage to help the residents of our state. Our state has the highest child poverty rate and it would be
devastating to see any cuts to the health care benefits for our families. Children without proper health care are
unable to come to school ready to learn. lease vote NO on this bill to change Obamacare coverage.

Amy Sweet



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: S Cope

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Regarding the Grahm-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Dear Finance Committee,
Please do not approve this Grahm-Cassidy Healthcare Bill.

I am now a recipient of Medicare. As a young mother, I was hit by an underinsured driver on my way to

work. The resulting injuries have permanently disabled me. I am married to a hard working Pastor and we do
not have unlimited resources. I pray that you do not cut Medicare benefits. Because as a Pastor he is considered
self-employed, it takes a huge part of my husband's paycheck just to manage his healthcare and our dental

care. On top of that, we now care for his 88-year-old mother in our home. This bill would financially devastate
us.

I know that the US needs to figure out a way to afford Medicare and I implore you to work with the entire
Congress. It is going to take both Democrats and Republicans to figure this mess out. It is not about certain
Congressional Re-election campaigns. I don't care that the Replubican Financial support is withholding funds
for the current Congress. I beg you to figure out a way that we can take care of our citizens and treat each other
with civility in the capital of great Country.

I am praying for you,
Sally A. Cope

Sally Copg_w ,

Algonquin, IL



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

DA,
From: Sarah Rizzuto
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:07 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: GCH Comment- Please Vote No

Dear Finance Committee:

My name is Sarah Rizzuto and I have been disabled since birth. I have a pre-existing condition called Cerebral
Palsy. Many people think disability is something to lament or fawn over because I and all those in my vibrant
disability community are so inspirational. Truth is, my life isn’t a sad story or heroic a tale. ’'m someone who
does my best to make the most of my life. There are many reasons the Graham-Cassidy is dangerous to my
wellbeing as well countless others I care about deeply, but I’ll mainly focus on one.

A little background about me: I live in my own apartment and work at a local university here in CT as a part-
time professor, I contribute to raising my young niece and, when I’m not busy grading essays or reading with
her, I enjoy socializing with my friends. None of things would be possible without Medicaid. Through a waiver
program, [ hire, train, and sometimes fire personal assistants who help me manage every aspect of my

life. These include getting out of bed, showering, eating, writing on the board in the classroom and driving my
wheelchair-accessible van. The wavier program I mentioned is funded via Medicaid. Thus, the deep cuts
proposed as well the re-structuring of Medicaid, which could be nearly dismantled by 2026 quite literally put
my quality of life at risk.

I do not make anywhere near the amount of money I’d need to sustain my life as a purely out-of-pocket
expense. In addition to funding my PAs, Medicaid helped pay for my power chair and walker, which both cost
thousands of dollars. Medicaid also covers various appointments such as the eye doctor and dentist along with
my bi-weekly allergy shots and six medications that I take daily. Without this coverage, the message this bill,
and those who drafted it, send is that my life is expendable. Thank you very much for your time.

Best and be well,

Sarah Rizzuto

Professor Sarah Rizzuto, MFA




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Jim & Carol Bartley il
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:08 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My comment is very short and simple: do NOT throw out the ACA. Fix it instead. If you have consciences, do NOT strip
millions of citizens of the health care they had with the ACA, and leave them out in the cold.

Sincerely,
J R Bartley



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

R
From: Roslyn Walker m
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,
TO ALL U.S. SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:

IF YOU DON'T STOP RIGHT NOW AND IF YOU CONTINUE ON YOUR PATH TO
DESTRUCTION OF MY DEMOCRACY, | WILL IMMEDIATELY STIR THE CITIZENS, AKA
HUMAN BEINGS, OF THIS COUNTRY TO IMMEDIATELY FORCE A BILL TO BE PASSED
IN BOTH HOUSES AND SIGNED BY THE PERSON IN OUR OVAL OFFICE STATING
THAT NO U.S. SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE RECEIVE MEDICAL INSURANCE
COVERAGE AND RETIREMENT BENEFITS NO MATTER HOW FEW OR HOW MANY
TERMS THEY SERVE.

WOULD SERVE Y=0=U WELL TO IMMEDIATELY PASS A BILL FIXING TIMEWISE, AND
MONEYWISE THE RULES OF ELECTION SO THAT no contributions from any
person/corporation, etc. and EVERY CANDIDATE HAS THE SAME $$$$ ALLOWANCE
FROM THE U.S. TREASURY AND THAT BE MANDATORY FROM LOCAL TO FEDERAL
ELECTIONS.

THEN, M-A-Y-B-E OUR DEMOCRACY WILL SURVIVE.

Roslyn Walker

(SRR
[

Marina del Rey, California (il
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jorgena Watson
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:36 PM
To: gchcomments

Notice to the Senate finance committee,

| have learned that your committee is giving time to Americans to send in comments regarding the Graham-Cassidy
bill. My family is among millions that rely on quality, affordable healthcare now provided through the ACA. Because
of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill which will bring suffering to my family, my community, and my country.
Medicaid, access to health insurance without penalty for pre-existing conditions and Medicaid 2.0 have been
critically important for my families' health care.

My nephew is disabled and my niece a single-working mom struggles to pay for his specialized medical care, and
physical therapy. Without the support she receives from Medicaid and Medicaid 2.0, thank

goodness Governor Pence agreed to sign on to the Medicaid expansion program for the state of Indiana, she not
only has avoided medical bankruptcy but her son, nephew, is making great progress.

The last 3 months have been hell for my niece who is beside herself with worry about what kind of healthcare bill
Congress will pass.

| know people, some of those people being my neighbors and my own relatives, rallied against Obamacare when it
was passed. The problem is, they really didn't understand what they were complaining about. Most will now admit
they thought Obamacare was really bad because that is what our Republican Congress members kept saying but
now when it is explained that Obamacare is the ACA and Medicaid, they want to keep the program. They now
understand what they could lose if the ACA is repealed.

My request is for a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Families need help. | do not
know what my family will do if it is repealed.

Sincerely,
Jorgena Watson

New Castle, IN GENRSENg

14



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Darlene Jackson N EEINEENENND

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:11 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Darlene Jackson

——

sacramento, Califomia-

10



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

T " ]
From: Margaret A '
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:11 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Margaret A

East Haven, Connecticut( i D



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jennifer Waters

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:42 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jennifer Waters

Tempe, Arizona ()



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: '
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jason Wuthrich “r»
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:42 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jason Wuthrich

Elkhart, Indiana (D



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

— — ]
From: Zachary Whittenburg
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:08 PM
To: ' gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

To whom it may concern,

I am writing today as a tax-paying citizen of the United States, registered to vote in Illinois, who sees no reasons
why any members of the Senate should support the Graham-Cassidy bill. While I am somewhat heartened by
the degree to which this bill's profound shortcomings have been elucidated, I remain concerned that there is any
chance of its passage. :

To my knowledge, there are no stakeholders with any significant investments in the healthcare industry who
feel the Graham-Cassidy bill offers any improvement over the Affordable Care Act. The extent and degree of
opposition to this bill from physicians, patients, professional associations, advocacy groups, scientists,
researchers, and the bipartisan National Association of Medicaid Directors makes perfectly clear the fact that it
should not pass.

This bill has not been introduced or considered in any semblance of regular order. Furthermore, the few
legislators who have called for its passage, most significantly Louisiana Senator Bill Cassidy, have done so
using arguments which are easily dismissed as false. I am, quite honestly, shocked by the degree to which this
bill's supporters are either:

a.) unaware of the actual content of the bill, or
b.) willing to brazenly misrepresent the bill and its highly likely effects.
Past efforts to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act have already failed and the Graham-Cassidy bill

demonstrates no effort to address the reasons why those earlier bills failed. To the contrary, Graham-Cassidy is
according to many experts and stakeholders, an even more destructive and potentially catastrophic alternative to

the ACA.
I furthermore do not see any value in pursuing passage of this bill merely because, as Iowa Senator Chuck
Grassley has suggested, repeal of the ACA was a campaign promise made by many Republicans. To reiterate

my point above, many of the reasons the American people have been given why Graham-Cassidy is necessary
are outright lies.

We have played enough of these preposterous games driven by opportunism and greed. It is patently obvious
that there is no great public will to repeal the Affordable Care Act. It needs the support and resources to
succeed, and has earned its right to remain law.

I urge every member of the United States Senate to vote no on Graham-Cassidy.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can answer any questions about my position on this issue.

Quite sincerely,

25



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adrienne Ross”

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:42 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees, '
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an '

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Adrienne Ross

Lamy, New Mexico (NN



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Teri

Sent: Friday, September 2342017 5:36 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Improve ACA, don't repeal!

To Whom It May Concern,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Teri Potratz

Santa Cruz, CA.

Sent from my iPad

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: \ Laura Stegman

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:36 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: public testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing.
Hello,

[ oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. With pre-existing conditions, my family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of
this, I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Laura Stegman
Los Angeles, California

12



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) ] )

From: John Kennedy

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:36 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill...

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with pre-existing
conditions is several occurrences of malignant melanoma cancers and both total knee replacements. | would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

John M Kennedy
Auburn, CA

11



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

R
From: Sarah Fox
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:34 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal
Attachments: 2017-09-22 Graham-Cassidy Finance Committee letter - scanned.pdf

Attached, please find the testimony | wish to submit for the Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
Proposal, Monday, September 25, 2017, 2:00 PM EDT. | would appreciate your entering it into the records of the
hearing.

Per your instructions, | am sending hardcopy of this letter via postal mail to the address on your web page; however, |
am also submitting this electronic copy, so that it can be considered in time for the hearing and the vote.

Thank you,
Sarah Fox, Ph.D.

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

—
From: Mary June Flores
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:34 PM
To: gchcomments
Ce: Anthony Wright
Subject: California Fight4OurHealth Coalition Graham Cassidy Opposition Letter Submission
Attachments: US Senate Finance Committee - FAOH Sign On Letter Opposing GrahamCassidy.pdf

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Fight4OurHealth Coalition and our 104 organizations, we are submitting the attached opposition letter to
the U.S. Senate Finance Committee to be on the record of opposing the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal. We
write in strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal in the U.S. Senate, and we urge you to
denounce this devastating and intentionally disproportionate attack on California and our health system.

Any questions or comments can be directed to myself or Anthony Wright, Executive Director of Health Access California.

Thank you,
Mary June Flores on behalf of the Fight4OurHealth Coalition

Mary June G. Flores

' ' Health Access California
| www.health-access.org

5 HEALTH ACCESS

California’s Health Consumer Advocacy Coalition

& -
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

.
From: Christine Murphy
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NLN Written Testimony on GCHJ proposal
Attachments: 09 22 2017 NLN GCHJ Sen Finance Testimony.pdf

Attached please find the written testimony of the National League for Nursing on the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-
Johnson proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act.

Best,
Christine

Christine Murphy, MA ) T ” ' National League for Nursing | www.nin.org |
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

James Connolly

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:00 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearihgs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

James Connolly

Chico, California Gl
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

IR o
From: Julie Bussgan
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

| have many friends and family members who rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, |
oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. It would deny healthcare (either outright or through outrageously inflated
costs) to to all of us with pre-existing conditions. Graham-Cassidy would lead to vast numbers of Americans
losing their healthcare. This translates into higher costs to all of us in terms of increased use of emergency
rooms, untold lost hours of productivity due to lack of care for preventable & treatable illnesses, and
numerous deaths. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Julie Bussgang

Berkeley, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Sanders m

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:59 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of'héaring‘s and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Ryan Sanders

Lawrenceburg, Tennessee (N
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Wright, Kevin (Finangs)

From: Julie McLaughlin g -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:59 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

I'll make this brief- don't do this. Use the bipartisan effort to fix what is wrong but don't hurt TENS OF MILLIONS by
passing this bill. The intention is only to undue something Obama supported. You can't honestly be this evil.

Julie McLaughlin

38



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Henchman, Anna m
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:

To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

My family, like those of millions of Americans across the country, depends on access to affordable health care. Please
work across the aisles to make the ACA better rather than repealing it.

Thank you!
Anna Henchman

Cambridge MAGINEED
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tori Holder i

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:06 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Tori Holder

Los Angeles, California Y



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Darrell Budic

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:.06 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Darrell Budic

MADISON, Wisconsin (N



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Geraldi

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

As a single mom to two teenagers, and with all three of us facing pre-existing conditions, my family and I
rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My son was
born with a congenital heart condition. My daughter has been hospitalized for Kawasaki's Disease and
struggles with asthma. I have a concerning medical history including bilateral mastectomy and
reconstructive surgery. Possible loss of affordable, guaranteed-issue medical insurance would ruin us
financially, and would be devastating in regards to trying to maintaining our good health going forward.
We very much need to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Please put party politics aside and do what is right, what is needed, what is morally best and caring for the
people of these United States.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Geraldi

Palo Alto, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Burra
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
have a young, healthy family and I believe everyone had a right to affordable health care, and I would
like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Susan Burran

Chickamauga, GA

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Janet Stein
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Support for bipartisan effort to improve ACA

To: Honorable Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

1 am writing because I believe that the health, prosperity and security of our country depends on access to quality,
affordable healthcare for all Americans.

I am therefore asking you to support sustained, bipartisan Congressional action to improve the Affordable Care Act.

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, my young adult children knew that we could keep them insured as they made the
transition into the workforce. They now have affordable insurance that gives them easy access to preventative care to
keep them healthy. They know that they will not be denied future coverage because of past illness, injury, or family
history. And they know that our own insurance means they will not be burdened by medical bills for their parents either.

The time has come to end these politically corrosive, one-sided repeal efforts, and instead come together to work
‘constructively to strengthen the Affordable Care Act, and give all Americans access to affordable health care.

Thank you very much for your attention.
Sincerely,
Janet Stein

Cambridge, MA



| Wfight, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura Mustard

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

To whom it may concern:

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am a person who has pre-
existing conditions. [ was born prematurely with many birth defects that impact my urinary and digestive tracts and [ had
30 operations by the time I turned 20 years old. In 1989, I hit my one million dollar lifetime cap before my first birthday.
As a result, my parents entered me into a high risk pool in Connecticut. For the year of 1989, my parents paid $15,000
for premiums and deductibles for just my healthcare alone, not factoring in their own healthcare. And that's also not
factoring in the inflation of 29 years and how much that sum would be today.

Also, as a speech therapist, many of my students in the public school system rely on Medicaid in order to receive speech
therapy. Cuts to Medicaid would leave children with speech and language disorders (who are working on the basics of
communication and self-expression) unable to receive care that would make a world of difference in their education and
in their social interactions. Because of these first hand experiences, I know the importance and necessity of affordable
health care and I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Laura Mustard

Nashville, Tennessee

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Hi

My name is LauRose Felicity. | am retired at 67, having worked and paid into social security since age 18. After
graduating from college, | have worked primarily as a public service attorney and teacher. Thus our retirement income is
modest. My family and | rely upon quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
My wife, Calla, has terrible complications resulting from a contaminated food-related injury. We are already paying over
1300.00 per month just for her and our healthy daughter's health insurance. (She is a senior in college.) We also need
Medicaid care for our youngest grandaughter, who was born with a neurological problem. Nothing her single mother can
do will pay for the occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy and neurological care without help. With help,
Aubrey is starting to walk and talk at age 2. She must continue steadily with care to have a chance at life.

ACA needs to be strengthened, not repealed. Insurance companies and doctors cannot continue to elevate prices
indiscriminately and price folks with pre existing conditions out of the marketplace. | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

LauRose Felicity

Brookings, Oregon

Also For: Opal Felicity and daughter, Aubrey
Louisville, Ky

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

IR
From: Hanna Meisner-Bogdahn_
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:00 PM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Please do not repeal the ACA!

To whom it may concern:

My family, my patients, and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. | have a close relative that relies on Medicaid for her mental iliness and a father who relies on
Covered California for his chronic illness. Without the services that are available as a result of the ACA
neither of them would be able to afford the coverage they would need to stay healthy. In addition | am a
registered Nurse. | work in pediatrics and have seen first hand the difference that the ACA has made in the
lives of children with iliness and their parents that care for them. The last thing parents and children should
have to worry about when facing iliness is finances, and the ACA has been a step in the right direction in
making this happen for kids and parents across the country. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Hanna Summers

San Jose, CA

14



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

M
From: Danelle Rei
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:59 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare, specifically through the ACA exchanges. Because of this, | oppose the
Graham-Cassidy Bill. In addition to several pre-existing conditions we must consider, several members of our family do not work
for employers who provide health insurance. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to keep the exchanges in place
and improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Please work with our Senator Amy Klobuchar on her bipartisan effort to do just that.

Sincerely,

Danelle Reid

Burnsville, Minnesota

19



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: ¥ate G SRR

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I support the ACA and Oppose Graham-Cassidy

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, 1 oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I'm lucky in some ways, I'm a healthy person and very rarely get sick. But I've been in a car accident and required surgery; 1
have asthma; and apparently, the fact that I'm a woman who would someday maybe have children, all of these things could be
pre-existing conditions that could cause me to lose my healthcare depending on the opinion of the state I live in. Lose healthcare
even if I "do everything right" according to the cold and indifferent expectations of some politicians that deem some groups of
people must prove their worth beyond any doubt while other groups of people get a pass.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Congress has, according to rumor,
worked together in the past and I believe they can do it again.

Sincerely,
Katherine Garrigan

. New York City, New York

Katherine Garrigan

NOTE: No trees were killed in the sending of this message, but a large number of electrons were terribly
inconvenienced.

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Dimitri, Dennis —

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: In opposition to Graham Cassidy

To the Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition
to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. In
Massachusetts we have been leaders in working hard to reduce the number of uninsured citizens and improve their well-
being. This bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections
for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too
many patients at risk — especiaily those most vulnerable including young families, the unemployed, and the poor.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan
approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in
opposing Graham-Cassidy. We need to understand access to health care is a basic human right, and stop playing political
games with it, and instead build upon the gains made in recent years.

Sincerely,

Dennis M. Di

Confidentiality Notice:

This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential, proprietary and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender immediately and destroy or
permanently delete all copies of the original message.

The information transmitted is intended only for the persou or entity to which it is addressed and may conlain
confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, transmission, re-transmission, dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended

recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any

computer.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate Thibodeau (i | i R

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: upcoming health care vote
Attachments: PastedGraphic-1.pdf; ATTO0001.htm

The cost of uninsured people & the hospital losses everyone pays for, the hospital closings, the exorbitant drug
prices, the US infant mortality rate and the lack of competitiveness around the world for US corporations far
outweighs the cost of Obamacare. Please don’t pass this bill. Where is the information we all need to see? Why
are they hiding it? This bill so wrong on so many levels!!!!

Kate




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pamela Carison (R -

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:01 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health care

Many of my family and friends rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. | have a friend who was denied insurance before the ACA because she had a pre-existing
condition. She was finally diagnosed with depression, went through a divorce and then could not get
insurance. | have other friends who have children where they rely on Medicaid because of severe life long
health issues. | would be thrilled to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Pamela Carlson

Rosemount, Minnesota

21



Wright, Kevin (;inance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

linda brower w

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:01 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

linda brower

racine, Wisconsin (i
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jean Rensha

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:.01 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jean Renshaw

San Diego, California (il
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sandra Baker TG

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:.01 PM
gchcomments .
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

. In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sandra Baker
L]
Gilbert, Arizona (N
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nathan Carroll

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2.01 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Nathan Carroll

Minneapolis, Minnesota—

10



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kami Seligman m
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 Z:

To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposed to Graham-Cassidy

This bill is an economic and humanitarian disaster and must not pass. No one except for most Republican Senators and
some Republican governors has expressed any support for this bill. All major organizations of doctors, nurses, patient
advocates, hospitals, insurance companies, and unanimous state Medicaid administrators have said that this bill is
terrible for this country and its citizens. Have real hearings and listen to those who understand the system and have
experience! Get a full picture of its impact. Then vote no!

This goes way beyond repealing Obamacare, and would make America the cruelest wealthy nation on earth.

Dr. Kami Seligman, Scarsdale, NY



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Mitchell Orman

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:01 PM
gchcomments A
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

" received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mitchell Orman

Chicago, Hlinois~




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

sherron norlen —

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:01 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

sherron norlen

lavina, Montana{jjjj R



From: Sarah Cantrell

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:34 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose Graham Cassidy and you should too!

My family relies on quality, affordable health care. We're lucky. In 2013, I got a full time job with benefits that
included health care coverage. I was lucky, but I still remember 2011-2012 when I had no health care at all. I
still remember customer reps from Kaiser and Blue Cross turning down my applications because of pre-existing
conditions like depression, anxiety, and autism. They weren't doctors; they hadn't even read my case history.
And yet, they had the right to deny me coverage [ was willing to pay for. It was humiliating, but not nearly as
devastating as the Graham Cassidy bill.

Graham Cassidy will leave 32 million Americans uninsured. It will cut Medicaid and remove protections for
people with pre-existing conditions. My friend, SuAnne, has MS. Does she *deserve* to lose coverage because
of a medical condition over which she has no control? Does she deserve to be reduced to her diagnosis that
ignores and erases her personhood? No.

Graham Cassidy will also charge the elderly--our nation's most vulnerable citizens--5 TIMES what insurers
charge younger customers. It will decrease coverage for children and people with disabilities. It will allow
insurers to raise rates post-diagnosis, which is both cruel and inhumane. Imagine having to cope with the
increased care a new diagnosis requires AS WELL AS more expensive care. This is unacceptable.

Graham Cassidy adds insult to injury. You must oppose it with all your vigor, with all your faith, with all your
courage. Unless and until Congress is willing to adopt the same health care program for its own members that it
imposes on the American people, you cannot legislate away our right to life.

I support a bi-partisan, regular order, transparent efforts to shore up and improve the ACA. I want open hearings
with plenty of time for public comment. Millions of Americans depend on the ACA to stay alive. Vote no on
Graham Cassidy.

Sincerely,
Dr. Sarah K. Cantrell, Ph.D.
Tuscaloosa, Alabama



Wright, Kevin (Finance) i} — ———————————

From: . Rhoda |

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:32 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Proposed Graham-Cassidy Bill

The majority of the American people oppose this bill, which was devised under the most cynical of motives.

1. The GOP is responding in a cowardly fashion to the extortion of the Koch brothers, who have threatened to cut off funding to the
GOP if the ACA is not gutted. This is not governance. This dishonors the oath of office which our representatives take. This is
extortion, at the cost of many American lives.

2. GOP supporters have offered the weakest of excuses: that since they have campaigned for gutting the ACA, they "have to do it" no
matter how dire the consequences for citizens, how many hospitals are closed, or how many lives it costs.. This is not governance.
This is an internal attack on American people. '

Responsible governance would fix the Affordable Care Act, which is a good start and has kept hospitals open.

Rhoda Mack
New York



Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From: Lynne Keatin

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:31 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing

Many friends and family of mine rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, |
oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Lynne Keating
Marlborough, NH

14



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marceline Frink

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: - Healthcare

| want quality healthcare like | have now. | use a walker and wheelchair to get around. I've been chronically ill for 42
years. Without guaranteed pre existing disease coverage | would likely deteriorate quickly, as would many Americans.
Every family has at least one member with a pre existing disease. All 3 members of my family have them.

Any good healthcare system has to treat all patients equally, no matter their issue.

Study Canada, France, heck even Cuba for ways to make healthcare for all at no cost. Many countries have made
universal healthcare work very well. (Watch Michael Moore's movie about this). We are America, we can figure it out.
I've used healthcare in other countries, including Turkey where | was able to walk into a pharmacy, describe my
husband's ear infection symptoms and get medicine immediately. He got better and was able to enjoy our trip. The
same in Mexico. Cheap too.

Think outside of the box. We can have free healthcare in this country! At least just fix the ACA which is working for
millions.

Thank you,
Molly Frink

California

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ann Helt
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:25 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill
Senators:

| vehemently oppose this bill. Rather than improve needed parts of the ACA, it worsens health benefits for Americans. It
appears driven by lobbyists and Koch interests and not by the best interests of Americans.

Please do not vote for it. Instead work together, Democrats and Republicans, to improve the ACA. It is pathetic and
immoral that America is the only 1st world country to not guarantee quality health care. Please work to improve
Americans' lives, not corporations' profits. | demand better health care.

Mrs. Ann Helt
Downers Grove IL

Sent from my iPad
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From: Nancy Jameson

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:09 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Keep the ACA

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Nancy A Jameson
Norwalk, CT

27



Wright, Kevin (Finance) N R RRRIEER=

From: Doug Newton

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Obamacare

Dear sirs,

Change for its own sake is rarely helpful. If you're going to change Obamacare, please make it a change for the
better. This bill is not a change for the better.

[ am now in support of a single payer system.
Thank you.

Doug Newton
Franklin, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Veerkam”
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:10 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham- Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

My family is thankfully healthy at this point in time. However, my husband has two past cases of malignant
melanoma, the first occurring in 1983, while he was still a teenager, and the second in 1998. Before the
Affordable Care Act, his insurability was constantly a concern, and changing jobs or moves to position
ourselves to pursue further education or positions of advancement to achieve the American Dream were more
risky than for those not in our precarious insurability state, since gaps in our health insurance coverage could
mean that we were no longer insurable at all. Since we have not had to worry about pre-existing condition
exclusions, we have been able to make decisions for our family that included a significant move for my husband
to pursue (and complete) an MBA and find work that he finds deeply rewarding. Our life changed significantly
with the security of knowing that he (and thus, our whole family) could not be denied health insurance or be
subject to exorbitant premiums because of the pre-existing condition.

Given our situation, and the similar circumstances of millions of Americans, I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, rather than a repeal. So many people will be negatively impacted by
a repeal.

Sincerely,
Mary Veerkamp
Keene, NH

Mary Veerkamp, Ph.D.
Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there. ~Rumi
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ' _
From: Mark Hoesly_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:06 AM
To: _ gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable
healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. I have an existing chronic health
issue that could make getting new insurance
under Graham-Cassidy very difficult for me. [
also understand that the effects of this proposed
bill would only worsen over time. I would like to
see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve
the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Mark Hoesly

Norton, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elise Coleman'ugg

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare, so I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. This partisan bill is
ostensibly "giving states freedom,” but freedom for what? To go back to allowing Insurance companies to deny
payment to cancer victims? To allow big Insurance companies to hike up premiums onerously like they did
before ACA? To cut medicaid, ensuring poor people have no healthcare and burden emergency rooms: costing
states and companies alike? The CBO hasn't even analyzed this bill, and it looks like 32 million people may
lose their health care. At the very least, we must see what the numbers show.

Of course, of what we do know about the bill, not one healthcare organization supports it; in fact they're all
vocally OPPOSED to Graham-Cassidy.

So who finds this acceptable? Is your family disposable, because apparently, according to this bill, my family is.
They've worked hard for this country all their lives, and lest you think they're working poor, or even working
class, they're not. They're affluent, and they will still lose the ACA plan that has been affordable to them thanks
to the requirement of offering insurance to those with pre-existing conditions. What 60 year old, who doesn't yet
qualify for medicare, doesn't have a pre-existing condition? NONE. NOT ONE. Should they not be able to get
healthcare if they work for themselves, you know, as small business people? :

So this begs some questions: how many people should be at the mercy of insurance companies? how many
babies are you okay with killing because they can't afford a $100,000 stay in the NICU? How many people with
cancer will die without treatment because you've stripped away the pre-existing condition clauses, the lifetime
caps and the individual mandate? The question you must ask yourself is how many people can you accept dying
unnecessarily because you wanted a political "win?" -

For all the GOP's talk of being a "Christian nation with Christian values," it seems the GOP has forsaken the
poor, has forsaken the meek, and is determined to inherit the wind. They have forgotten the virtues of
benevolence, compassion, and mercy. There is nothing Christian about this policy. Enough already.

Sincerly,
E. Coleman
New York
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From: Vasilia Emmanouilides

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:04 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy

Hello,

My family and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. My friend with a severe disability is very concerned that if any
part of his healthcare coverage is reduced, he will have to decide between living expenses and having the medical care
and medication he needs daily.

Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Esmeralda Marquez

Oakland, California
Voter

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Duane Berry

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:52 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare.
Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Even though I have consistently worked a full time job, affording health care premiums as well as the costs that insurance won't
pay, including the co-pays continues to be difficult. My family lives paycheck to paycheck and we don't live an expensive
lifestyle by any definition. My senior citizen father has recently been diagnosed with cancer and depends on his medicare
benefits. He is also a military veteran as are many in my extended family. The Graham-Cassidy bill would result in putting
healthcare out of reach of my family.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Heailth and peace,
Duane Berry

-y
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Liz Stone

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1 would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Stone, Mill Valley CA
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From: Julie Friedman

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:11 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA needed

My patients, my elderly relatives, my friends, in fact, people all over this country, rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of
this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Julie Sandler,
New York, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Connie

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:12 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy opposition

My grandson has cystic fibrosis. His parents are educators with modest salaries and the lifetime caps for their son's care
would quickly bankrupt them.

How, in good conscience, could anyone support the "healthcare” bill as outlined by Graham-Cassidy? Condemning
innocent sick people to death does NOT represent what our country values.

| beg you to reform the Affordable Care Act, not repeal and replace it. Show compassion for those less fortunate--
oppose Graham-Cassidy.

Connie Finnegan

Middfeton, WI- I

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Eileen —

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:09 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with

Medicaid is that my son , an opiate addict, is receiving a monthly shot of Vivitrol and priceless counseling that he would not
be able to afford without the help of his medicaid. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,
Eileen Andrews
Oxford NY
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From: Jordana Amato _

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:11 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: comment on ACA repeal

My family rely/relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like
to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Jordana Amato

Northampton, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finam_:eﬁ)

From: Rachel Daley

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposed to Graham-Cassidy

I am writing to express opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. I have a job that requires that I have access to
medical records of the clients I serve. Through my work, I have learned of many, many Americans in their 50s
and 60s who are ill now because they were not able to treat their chronic conditions like diabetes and
hypertension for years when they were younger because they couldn't afford to see a doctor, let alone afford the
medications that would have controlled their illnesses.

These people are the working poor. These are people who have worked full-time jobs and then some to support
their families, for their entire lives.. They were not able to afford healthcare for themselves.

Now, for many of these clients, their conditions have progressed to a point of no return. Some of them have
serious heart conditions which prevent them from working. Some of them have retinal disease preventing them
from driving because of their untreated diabetes. Some of them have mobility issues or worse, when they could
have many more years of productive, healthy, happy life ahead of them if they had only had access to affordable
health care when they were younger.

Please do not doom another generation of Americans to a life of early disease, needless pain, and costly
disability by ending the Affordable Care Act.

The American people are not concerned about Republicans keeping a vague promise about repealing
Obamacare when access to health care is on the line. Americans are concerned about their families, their
communities, and being able to lead healthy and productive lives. The vast majority of Americans are asking for
a bi-partisan effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please do the humane, sensible thing. Please do not repeal

the ACA.
Sincerely,

Rachel Daley
Charlotte, VT



Wright, K.evin (Finance)

From: Carolyn Treadway

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 452 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: DON'T PASS the Graham-Cassidy bill!

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I was diagnosed with
stage 3 breast cancer and underwent a lumpectomy, chemotherapy, radiation and 5 years of hormone therapy. Thank God 1 have
successfully lived over 16 years cancer free! If the Graham-Cassidy bill passes, I will be one of the millions of Americans who
could be excluded from acquiring affordable health insurance because of this successful but pre-existing condition. That does
not serve Americans like myself or the economy well.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please use your effort to control the
obscene profits of insurance companies, big pharmaceutical companies as well as others who are profiteering from the
exhorbitant rise in medical care costs!

Sincerely,
Carolyn Treadway

Faribauit, MN —
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) —

From: brittanymanettehall

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Myself and the rest of my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare.
Because of this, I absolutely oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

As a 7 year survivor of leukemia, I now has a pre-existing condition, and requires annual coverage for blood
tests to make sure that I am healthy, so I can continue to work hard and raise my family with my husband, who
also has a pre-existing condition due to a thyroid condition.

I would like to express the importance of a a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

We have to work together ad this is the only way to find a solution for, We, the people.
Sincerely,

Brittany Hall
Chino, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance) __
From: Susan Cole —

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Susan Cole
San Francisco, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deborah Lee Luskin W
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 201/ 7:0

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Dear Members of the Committee:
My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare as both providers and users of health care.

My husband is a family practice physician in rural Vermont. Without the ACA, Medicare and Medicaid, most of his
patients would not be able to access his services. If Graham-Cassidy passed, not only would these patients be
without access to healthcare, but Grace Cottage Hospital, Vermont's smallest hospital and Townshend Vermont's
largest employer, would have to close its doors. Currently, wonderful government programs (Critical Access Hospital
& Rural Health Clinic) all make this extraordinary hospital thrive. It was recently named one of the top twenty Critical
Access Hospitals in the country for patient satisfaction. The ACA has made it possible for more people to receive
care at its primary care practice, including many suffering from addiction ilinesses.

It is important to remember that when people have no coverage, medical facilities and all their economic
engines, also suffer. In addition to harming American citizens, gutting the ACA would hurt the American

economy.

My family also requires health care because we are human. Thanks to the ACA, our adult children were able
to stay on our health insurance policy until age 26. Few jobs now offer health insurance, especially to those just
entering the job market. Furthermore, tying health insurance coverage to employment is a deterrent to innovation.
Workers often feel compelled to stay at a job for the health insurance, even when their interest and productivity in
that job wanes. Providing health insurance coverage that people can take with them, regardless of their insurance
provider, allows for a more engaged and innovative workforce.

Finally, a healthy population is a population that can be engaged in economic growth and self-government.
For all these reasons, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My experience as a health care administrator, as a

human being, and as an American makes me believe that a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it, is in the best interest of our country.

Sincerely,
Deborah Lee Luskin

Newfane, Vermont

Deborah Lee Luskin

Advancing issues through narrative; telling stories to create change.
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From: Emma Willenborg

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

A productive and fair society relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. | believe that all human beings have a basic right to lead healthy, happy lives, and this is also a principle our
country was founded on: life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Therefore, | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Emma Willenborg

Washington, DC



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Cathy m

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:19 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

Greetings,

Please be aware that the citizens of our country pay attention and are aware of the motivation behind the un-ending
quest to purge our country of anything with President Obama's name. The pettiness of this came to light when Senator
McConnell vowed to block every piece of legislation presented by the Obama administration leading to the need for
executive orders. It is very clear the personal animosity and predijuce felt towards our first African American president
far out weighed the responsibility to legislate for the good of our country.

We are now faced with an healthcare and economic crisis. Though not perfect, instead of making changes to
"Obamacare" the current Congress, and Executive branch have sought to sabotage it. Again a reflection of the hatred of
President Obama.

Figure it out and do your job. You are going to have the suffering and death of Americans as your legacy. Let all your
"Christian" members remember "whatever you do to the least of my brethren you do onto Me".

Fix the Affordable Care Act. Fund the exchanges. Stabilize so the big insurers don't pull out leading to choices and
competition.

Then move on to jobs, education and infrastructure.

You'll sleep better.

Catherine Donovan

G
Milford CT ¢EENED



Wright, Kevin (Finance) —— s—

From: Ravi
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:17 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose
Hello,

I am writing to express my concern over the possible repeal of the affordable care act. My adult son relies
on quality, affordable healthcare in NYC. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. He benefits
from care he can afford as he does not get benefits through his employment. Furthermore, he is a colon
cancer survivor and would not be eligible for care if the exclusion of pre-existing conditions had not been
enacted as illegal across the board. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it. There is more to do to make it more competitive and more affordable, but it is a step
forward in the American democracy.

Sincerely,

Ravit Avni-Singer

New Haven, CT

10



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) s ——

From: Deborah Holbrook

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:.06 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: repair not repeal

I would like to see the Graham-Cassidy bill defeated mostly because the full impact has not been studied (i.e.,
from the Congressional Budget Office). Please defeat this last-ditch effort. Deborah Holbrook, Sparta, TN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michaela Copenhaver (I EENDEENDGEGGENEED

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:05 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare comments

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | opposed the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I am an Olympic hopeful, in a sport with very little financial backing, and as such must support myself while training full
time. Access to Connecticut’s Husky Health program (i.e. Medicaid) has been crucial to being able to receive the care |
need to continue training and pushing my body to its limits.

I am not the only Olympic hopeful who has relied on services like this—much of our Olympic team spends years barely
scraping by and relying on government aid. Our continued success at the Olympic games is due in part to programs like
Medicaid.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Michaela Copenhaver
New Milford, CT
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From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:08 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care bill

I and my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. We have pre-existing
conditions that would not be covered or would cause our insurance premiums to become
unaffordable if the Graham-Cassidy bill is passed. Because of this, I oppose the
Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressiocnal effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Michele Braun
Indianapolis, Indiana
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From: Susan Kanezo

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:05 AM
To: gchcomments

Cc: info@pahealthaccess.org

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
....In late 2012 I was in a motor vehicle accident while | was driving into work. Another driver on the road wasn’t paying
and because of him, my life changed in a split second. At the time of the accident | was employed as a Registered Nurse
in the emergency department of a large hospital. After my FMLA leave was used, it was evident | would not be able to
return to my job as | had previously done so my employer wished me well and good luck in my future endeavors and
promptly terminated me. At this point, my car insurance medical benefit of $10,000 has been used. | was able to
continue my health insurance through COBRA at a very expensive monthly cost and | had an employer sponsored LTD
plan which paid 60% of my salary for 2 years. | was one of the lucky ones. Once the car insurance medical benefit was
used, which didn’t take long, | had out of pocket medical costs to contend with which were unaffordable but | found a
way to pay them. | needed to see a neurosurgeon. Imagine what if felt like when | discovered that the neurosurgeon |
wanted to see refused to see me because my injuries were sustained in a car accident. | was shocked. How could any
healthcare provider refuse to see a patient in need? To this | will just say, | live in Pennsylvania and leave it at that for
now. Because of my vey expensive COBRA plan, there was only one neurosurgeon who would see me. He didn’t offer
much hope. In fact he shipped my off to a different specialist and washed his hands of my case. Before he did that, he
asked me what my marital status was and since I'm divorced he politely suggested | may want to find a husband because
the odds of my being able to do the kind of work | previously had done weren’t good and if | had a husband | could stay
home, enjoy my grandkids and not have to worry about any of this. His words, not mine. | went on to see several
different medical specialists and | must say, my experience as a patient was the worst of my life. Our health care system
is fine for people who have “regular” jobs and those who are wealthy enough they can afford the costs. In a matter of
seconds, | went from a person with a regular job, to a loser who must be too lazy to work. And yes the bias is real. |
experienced it first hand. | won’t bore you with all those details. Remember in 2012 the ACA was still is it’s early stages
and the healthcare marketplace was not up and running. When I realized | was not getting the appropriate care due to
my COBRA insurance, | applied for a new health insurance plan through the private market. | can’t remember the exact
date but it was sometime in the summer of 2013. Needless to say, | was denied coverage due to a pre-existing
condition. As it turns out, the state of PA didn’t feel the need to protect patients with pre-existing conditions. | believe
the marketplace opened in October of 2013. | was hesitant at first. 1 did however understand the law said my state
insurance commission had to make sure | would not be denied coverage. | did my due diligence and | eventually
purchased a plan via the healthcare.gov marketplace. | had excellent coverage for a reasonable price. | say reasonable
because it still cost more than what | would have paid through an employer sponsored plan, but less than the COBRA
coverage | had. After a year of suffering and trying to advocate for myself and navigate a broken, biased, for profit
healthcare system, | was able to see a neurosurgeon. | was able to get the surgery | needed and spent the next year of
my life recovering. After that year, | felt well enough to try working again. Keep in mind | will never be the same as |
was before the car accident. My body can’t handle the long hours and brutality of acute care nursing in the emergency
department. |tried. It just doesn’t work. Don’t tell me to tough it out. Mind over matter doesn’t work in my case. |
found a job as the nurse at my local high school. Sounds great, but my local school district doesn’t value my skill set and
critical thinking skills like an acute care facility. In fact, they don’t pay me a living wage or provide any healthcare
benefits. | keep working because I'm contributing back to the community and providing what | consider to be a valuable
service, but | rely on the ACA to purchase my health insurance. There are flaws in the ACA. My premium costs are too
high for my income level. My co-pays and deductibles are too high. However, my right to health care is protected. My
state insurance commission can’t say we don’t have to cover you. For all the flaws in the law, | know if something
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happens to me, | won’t be bankrupted. If Graham Cassidy would pass, | don’t care what the GOP talking points and spin
are, | am 100% certain based on past experience, that my home state won’t have the money to protect me. Due to age
and pre-existing conditions, | will be priced right out of the market. Healthcare, although it may be available, won't be
an option for me. I'll have a few years where !'ll be uninsured until I’'m eligible for Medicare and a lot can happenina
few years.

My story is just one of millions. But what is the greater good here? For the millions it’s the question of healthcare as a
human right versus a privilege for those who are deemed worthy by their employment status or their individual
wealth. We need to move forward, not backwards. Healthcare should be about patients before profits. It'sa human
right and is about saving lives not allowing people to die because they can’t afford healthcare. Please stop trying to
trade lives like they are commodities. It's not working. FIX the flaws in the ACA, stabilize the markets, and let’s keep
moving forward and working on better solutions.

Susan Kanezo, RN, CEN
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his care, and advocated for him for 48 years. Her death left him an orphan without a home. Itook him in, as I
always had imagined I would do. Although I knew my brother had threatened suicide several time, I didn’t
recognize he had mental illness. I didn’t know that he suffered not just from Cerebral Palsy, but from severe
depression mingled with paranoia and delusions. He resisted moving in with my family; he objected to every
suggestion I made; he thought I was spying on him; he refused to see a psychiatrist; he locked himself into the
bathroom; he called the police on me; he turned my life into a living hell.

[ finally succeeded in getting him to a neuro-psychiatrist at the famed Menninger’s Clinic, then in
Topeka. She suggested he move into a group home run by the clinic for schizophrenics. Although he did not
have that illness, paranoia and depression combined with the mental limitations of the Cereberal Palsy were
producing schizophrenic-type symptoms. The home was set-up to help those with mild schizophrenia develop
life-skills so that they could eventually live independently. It also provided medications along with continual
monitoring by nurses, psychiatrists, social workers, and psychologists, as well as highly trained live-in
staff. The stay at Menninger’s transformed my brother into a kind man whom everyone likes. Livingin a
group home, no longer isolated from others, and with the proper medications, he became the sweet person I
remembered as a child.

After six or seven months, Charles was discharged into the arms of the State of Kansas. Menninger’s
concluded that he could only function in a group home setting; the State agreed that he was developmentally
disabled and qualified for help. I was steered to the Sedgwick County Developmental Disability Organizaion
which provided me with a targeted case manager. She lead me through the complexities of the system, helping
me choose a group home, and two day programs. I had already found my brother an excellent primary care
physicain,.a psychiatrist and a psychologist. However, my brother’s happiness, re-found at Menningers, would
never been sustained without the County Developmental Disabilities Organization, the case manager, a good
group home, and day programs run by charitable organizations. The whole system, including the programs run
by the charities, was funded primarily through Medicaid.

Because he had been taken into the State system as an emergency case, Charles was not on
Medicaid. Several years later, the State decided to eliminate the funding that paid for my brother’s care. They
would only pay using Medicaid Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) funding. Ihad only a few
months to get him on Medicaid, so I hired a lawyer. Charles had retained all the money he had ever earned in
those years at the library, and inherited a thousand here and there from distant well-intentioned relatives who
didn’t realize their gifts would prevent him from getting the services he needed through Medicaid, which, for
most people, is the only way to get the services at all The lawyer helped me to spend down his assets to $2,000
and to set up a State-approved special-needs trust for him so that he would qualify for Medicaid.

For sixteen years Charles lived happily in a group home in Wichita, attended day programs, and
received needed medical attention, most all of which was paid for by Medicaid HCBS funding. Medicaid also
paid for any transportation that I did not provide, including rides to and from church, where Charles sang in the
choir. ' ' '

Last May my husband and I moved to New Mexico to be near our son and small grandsons. We moved
my brother with us, though, since we, aged 68 and 71, are unable to care for him, I had to find a place for him to
live. Over two years ago [ started researching services and funding for him in this State. I found an
Intermediate Care Facility (ICF) that would take him, but, for which my husband and I would have to private
pay $9,000/month until NM Medicaid would take over the financial responsiblity for his care. With the advice
of a lawyer I hired over a year ago to help steer us (once again!) through the hurdles of Medicaid, I placed him
in that ICF. Charles is there now, awaiting a decision from the State as to whether or not he will receive
Medicaid. I live in perperual trepidation that either we will not get a decision from the State before our funds
run out, or NM Medcaid will find a reason - any reason - to reject him.



With the Graham-Cassidy Bill on the table, I have a third reason for trepidation - namely that soon it
won’t matter what the State of NM decides because there won’t be any Medicaid money for my brother; in fact,
there won’t even be any ICF for him to live in. All of these scenarios send me into a near-panic: I can’t care
for my brother myself, and I can’t afford to pay for his care. What am I to do? Ican’t leave him on the street.

I implore you to reject the Graham-Cassidy bill and save millions of Americans like Charles and myself
from untold misery and an early death.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) il

From: Silvana Neal

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Seriously? Ideas to help the Democrats?

Finance Committee,

OK. You asked for it.

As they used to say on the radio and in comic books: "The jig's up".

Those of us with eyes to see are on to the Game.

This Trumpcare song and dance is ridiculous, absurd and painfully transparent.

We are aware that the handlers for both so-called parties have a very big and very nasty
agenda: ultimately, to take everything away from We the People.

Stop putting bandaids on the PROBLEM! Find the Courage to acknowledge and act upon the
SOURCE!

It's time to end the charade.

Silvana Neal

PO Box 217

Embudo, NM (il



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) -

From: Elizabeth Migliaccio

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill

9/23/17

Hello,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1 would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please take this into consideration.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Migliaccio
Glendale, CA



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

S i
From: Bridget Johnson
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:54 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Thoughts on the Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Honorable Members of the Senate Finance Committee:
I am writing to share my daughter's story and the devastating impact of the proposed Graham Cassidy
bill. When she was 17 and a high school senior, an AVM (arteriovenous malformation) ruptured in her

head. I was out of town and my husband was working. She had enough sense to call 911 before she passed out,
otherwise she would have died.

She ended up enduring 4 brain surgeries and still suffers from migraines. She is now 24 and is currently
covered under my insurance for the next two years (I hope).

Any "replacement" of the Affordable Care Act must include protections for the millions of your constituents,
who like my daughter, have survived a health crisis and could be denied (or priced out of) insurance because of
their "pre-existing condition". Don't do this!

‘Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,

Bridget Johnson

Missoula, MT =




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Monica Esqui

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:28 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Hi,

I'm writing about the Graham/Cassidy bill. Which, by every measure, is a bad bill.
How can Congress hold a vote for a bill that will affect 1/6 of our country without a CBO score showing its full impact?

Additionally, weakening protections for pre-existing conditions is unacceptable. | am a mother of a child born with a pre-
existing condition. If we are priced out of care and he loses access to services, all progress we've made, all dreams he
holds, will effectively disappear unless | go bankrupt trying to pay out of pocket.

I'm distressed by the proposed cuts to Medicaid which would cause costs for seniors and those with disabilities to
skyrocket.

This bill will not bring coverage to more Americans. In fact, over 30 million will lose their existing coverage. And, like
before the ACA, people will be forced to choose between groceries or healthcare. People will die.

This proposed bill is heartless and mean. Rather than helping our fellow man, we will hurt those that are the most
vulnerable.

Please do not pass the Graham-Cassidy bill. Instead, we need to return to regular order and work in a bi-partisan manner
to repair the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you.
Monica Esquibel
¥Vaunakee, Wisconsin

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From: Elena Sniezek G

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:18 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care -ACA

I would like to see a bi-partisen effort made to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Elqpa Sneizek

Elena Sniezek

| c——
.,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) - ——

From: Catherine Watkins

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:38 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH comment

I've had breast cancer and am diabetic...two strikes that would ensure, under the new bill proposal, that | will be
unable to afford decent healthcare.

The ACA is working but could work much better if you would take the time and energy to fix it rather than chopping
at it wildly with a legislative ax. It is unconscionable that the US continues to allow providers and insurers to profit off
illness (not to mention the Big Pharma).

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Catherine Watkins
Champaign, IL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Yvona

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:39 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, Monday, Sept. 25,
2017

To whom it may concern:

I would like to express my concerns about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson bill. It would deny coverage to many Americans.

I believe we need Medicare for All Americans. 1 know people who work full time yet ave crappy insurance and cannot afford medical
care.

Insurance companies should not rule on my or my friends or relatives health care needs. Doctors should.

Yvona Fast

48



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathryn Kent (NGNS
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:40 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Don't repeal

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My son has an
extremely rare genetic mutation that almost killed him in February and is now about to get a bone marrow transplant. | have
epilepsy. My brother has stage 4 cancer. All of these are pre-existing conditions that could, under this new bill, allow
insurance companies to deny us coverage. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kathryn R. Kent

Williamstown, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: chery herbsmang SRR

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Repeal Plan

At the age of 15 my daughter was diagnosed with a life-altering incurable autoimmune disorder. The disease strikes at
random through no fault of the sufferer. She is a hard-working young woman, who managed to graduate college on time
despite having been quite ill for major portions of her time there. She is now working and paying taxes and contributing
to society. The medication that allows her to participate in life would cost $180,000/year without insurance. Without
this medication she would be severely ill, likely in need of hospitalization as she was before beginning this medication.
She desperately needs affordable healthcare.

Please, please think of us and so very many others who face severe medical situations through no fault of their own.
Please vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill and return to the bipartisan effort to reform and stabilize the Affordable Care

Act.

Thank you, _
Cheryl Herbsman

San Rafael, CA (i)



Wright, Kevin (Finance) — N ——————

From: Yahoo

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:28 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable Care Act

I/my family rely/relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. My story with Medicaid and affordability is without, I would not be able to be on my mothers
healthcare anymore and wouldn't be able to afford my own. I would not know how to afford my
medication or birth control. My mother is also in the process of losing her full time job and would be
without healthcare. She works two jobs and still struggles to get by and I don't know how she would
handle the extra financial burden. She is 50 years old and has worked all of her life, she deserves a break
not harder times. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Zoe Manning

Burnsville, Minnesota
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) — —— —

From: Linda Rivera
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:27 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare
1 4

Dear Sirs/Madame

Please do whatever is in your power to stop the repeal of the ACA. People like me and people who are in worst
conditions than me that can't live without medication and medical treatments will die. Don't leave us to die we
have families that need us. It is possible for Americans to have affordable quality healthcare. You can make it
possible. In poorer countries people have good healthcare. American citizens should have it also.

Linn Rivera

"Good things happen to those who hustle ".
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy Caraway

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of heafihgs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Cindy Caraway

Dubuque, low= NN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marie O‘Mearaﬁ
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Marie O'Meara

Albuquerque, New Mexico (NG
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

L A R
From: Timothy Biel ]
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

-In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
‘received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that weaithy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Timothy Biel

Tinley Park, llinois (R

11



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Livant m

Saturday, Septembér 23,2017 12:09 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of héérihgs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Barbara.Livan

South Setauket, , New York( P

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Arthur Dristiliari

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

This is what's wrong in America. If enacted, the newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32
million people off of healthcare, devastating working families and rolling back the progress
we’ve made in protecting so many Americans. Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-
Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-profitable medical device industry, which has
$230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

' received dozens of 'hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Granam-Cassidy and to
'protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Arthur Dristiliaris

S—

Providence, Rhode Island (Sl



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, Sept er 23,2017 12:09 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Look people, the newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare,
devastating working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many
Americans. Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for
the highly-profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed
offshore on which it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

“In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an.
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Stop giving tax breaks to your wealthy supporters (and selves) and SERVE THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE! '

Glen Clabaugh

San Diego, California (NG



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alanna Goldstein

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:50 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: American Geriatrics Society Opposes Graham-Cassidy

Attachments: American Geriatrics Society Statement on Graham-Cassidy for Senate Finance

Committee (9 22 17).pdf

Attached is a statement from the American Geriatrics Society (AGS) opposing the Graham-Cassidy bill. The AGS is a
not-for-profit organization comprised of nearly 6,000 geriatrics healthcare professionals. Our mission is to improve the
health, independence, and quality of life of all older people. '

Thank you for the opportunity to submit our statement.

www.americangeriatrics.org
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dorrie Hunt

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:51 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

The Graham-Cassidy violates our basic needs by allowing states to determine how insurance will be doled out
to its citizens. Pre-existing conditions may or may not be supported based on what the states and insurance
companies want to implement.

Healthcare should be a basic right. It is part of needs in order to survive. As citizens we elect our
representatives to make our government as efficient as possible and with those efficiencies provide the best
possible opportunities and way of life for the American people. Yet daily we hear about our representatives and
government officials taking advantage of their positions by evading taxes, trying to benefit themselves
financially, and doing this on the backs of the people. Morals, decency, and doing the right thing is taking a
backseat. It is appalling and disappointing to see our country go from an admirable one to a ridiculed

one. Lying to repeal the ACA is a tipping point. The bill does not pass the Jimmy Kimmel test.

Vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy bill. Thank you.




Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

W

Charles Arnold (EEENEEEENGEGG

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:04 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE héaring is an

‘embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Charles Arnold

Manchester, New Hampshire il
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: SHERYL B. HAUSMAN, PH.D.

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony on the Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with pre-existing conditions is that my husband and | are both being treated for high blood pressure, he had a
heart attack a couple of years ago, and we both suffer from arthritis. | would like to see a bipartisan

Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Sheryl B. Hausman, Ph.D.

Corte Madera, CA-
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marnie Roti Y

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:51 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | have had cancer
twice, and my daughter has had breast cancer. The increased premiums which would undoubtedly result for pre-
existing conditions would be very stressful to our family. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve
the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Roti
Scottsdale, AZ

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julia Feder 4l

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. When [ was pregnant
with my first child and unexpectedly ran into complications in the birth process, my child's medical bills were covered by
Medicaid. If Medicaid benefits had been reduced, we would never have been able to afford these unexpected expenses. 1
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Julia Feder

Omaha, Nebraska
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Wright, Kevin !Finance!

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

s Do A
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

- In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

" received dozens of 'heérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Karla Devine

Manhattan Beach, California (il
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nelly Case <ci

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Nelly Case

Los Alamos, New Mexico—
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Wescott Pullen

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO to the Graham-Cassidy health bill

My family strongly opposes the Graham-Cassidy health bill. Something as important as health care cannot be
rushed through in an uninformed and irresponsible manner like this.

The USA is one of the only developed nations that doesn't have health care as a human right, and that is the
direction we should be moving as a country, along with medication and care cost controls through regulations.

Rebecca Wescott and family

San Jose, CA (DD
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Minna Davis

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: " Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
it will hurt the disenfranchised and may even effect my future stability. In states where there was cooperation, the ACA

works. Build on it, fix it so that all Americans can feel confident that their health is a priority for their legislators.
Healthcare is NOT a bipartisan issue; it is an issue for us all.

Minna Davis

60



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pedro Hernandez

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM

To: : ' gchcomments

Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’s also time that wealithy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Pedro Hernandez

Jackson, Mississippi (P
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fredric Salstrom (i

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:04 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

heaithcare for working families.

Fredric Salstrom

St. Mary of the Woods, Indiana Gl
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
|
From: Judith Murph)_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Both my adult children rely on ACA for health care. They are healthy young adults but could not afford private
health insurance before ACA.

Neither patients nor Health insurance companies can thrive if every change of administration overturns the
health care laws. :

Please find a bipartisan way to improve the problems with ACA rather than repealing it.

Thank you,

Judith Murphy

s g e




»}Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deborah Carstens_

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:50 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I am urging a NO vote on this bill for many reasons. First, it is exceedingly irresponsible to vote on the bill before a full
CBO score can be completed that will provide information regarding how many people will lose coverage (the funding
cuts make certain that there will be losses, instead of gains) and how this will affect premiums. This measure affects
one-sixth of the American economy, and there will be no meaningful hearings and only limited opportunities for input
from interested parties. The bill is opposed by the Medicaid directors in EVERY state as well as several governors of both
parties. It is opposed by insurers, hospitals, doctors, the AARP, the AMA, the American Cancer Society, and the March of
Dimes, to name a few.

It is clear, as some senators have candidly admitted, that the ONLY reason this bill is being pushed forward is because
the Republicans want to pass some sort of health care legislation. They literally do not care what is in the bill. They do
not care that the states do not have the infrastructure to take on this obligation. They do not care that premiums may
rise astronomically for those with pre-existing conditions. They do not care that the individual insurance market will be
unsustainable without an individual mandate. They simply do not care about anything other than pleasing big donors
who have demanded an end to the ACA.

| am appalled and disgusted by the repeated attempts to end the ACA without involving Democrats or interested parties
in the process. It is time to work together to FIX the ACA, not destroy it and thereby leave literally millions of Americans
without access to affordable health insurance.

I am directly affected by this bill, although not nearly as badly as many. Three years ago, | was able to leave my job and
start my own business. | was only able to do that because of the ACA. Without access to affordable insurance on the
individual market, | will have to return to the job market, at age 57. It makes no sense to discourage Americans from
entrepreneurship or force them to stay in jobs they hate just so they can have health insurance.

Please do not pass this billl

Sincerely,

Deborah Carstens

Deborah L. Carstens



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura McKenzie Zeis

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
My husband has a pre-existing condition of asthma, and protecting our ability to purchase affordable health
insurance is very important to me. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not

repeal it.
Sincerely, Laura McKenzie Zeiss

Madison, W1
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Baxter

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Terrible

As a stage 4 Breast Cancer patient, this bill terrifies me. There would be nothing to stop my insurance company from
jacking my rates. They are rubbing their little hands together in glee, wondering how much they can squeeze out of me
before | die.

Graham Cassidy= Bankruptcy and Death.

Linda Baxter



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larry Bourdeau

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that weaithy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Larry Bourdeau

Jefferson, UG
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: TIMOTHY O'DONNELL

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:49 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America’s patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked
hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve
over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the
cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

P.S Passing such a sweeping bill would be irresponsible without even time given for Congressional Budget Office review. My local
Town Meeting government format would not even allow such mystery items with unknown financial implications to pass, and the United
States is much bigger than my town’s meager 30,000 population.

Thank you,

Timothy J. O’'Donnell, MD
Massachusetts



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Allyson Aranda

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Please work to find bipartisan solutions to fix the ACA rather than rushing through the horribly conceived Graham-
Cassidy bill. Without a CBO score it is impossible to know the full impact the bill could have. But patient advocates,
medical associations, hospitals, and insurance companies oppose it, which should tell you all you need to know. No one
wants this except for GOP Congressmen who need to fulfill a campaign promise at any cost.

Americans will die if this bill goes through, and you will have to live with that on your conscience.

Sincerely,
flyson Aranda

Stockton, CA (N

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Judi Poulson 7

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Judi Poulson

Fairmont, Minnesota (N
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elaine Eudy

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so'many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heari'ngs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ON'E'hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Elaine Eudy

East Point, Georgia (i
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Scott Shay q
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05 PM

To: ' ‘gchcomments
Subject: Please vote AGAINST Graham-Cassidy
Hello,

I will keep this brief but wanted to share my own story, and I have no senator to write, since I live in Washington DC. I found out 4
years ago that I had thyroid cancer. I was lucky--it was Stage 2 and operable. I had my thyroid removed soon after the discovery. It
had not metastasized by that point. We decided to forgo radiation at the time, because I seemed at low risk of recurrence due to age
(mid-40s) and Stage. However, within a year, the cancer was back. So I underwent 2 rounds of radiation. Radiation carries its own
risks of causing new cancers, so it's not something you do lightly. However, it was necessary to ensure that the cancer that had come
back did not survive. I seem to be cancer-free now, 2 years post-radiation. However, the lack of a thyroid causes problems every day.
Drugs cannot perfectly mimic an organ that developed over millions of years. There are good days and bad ones.

I HAVE A PRE-EXISTING CONDITION. Since I had cancer, I am forever marked by it. If I were to seek insurance without
Obamacare regulations for pre-existing conditions I would either be denied coverage, just because I had cancer, or under "Graham-
Cassidy" I would have to pay super high premiums eventually, since that is the logical conclusion of not forcing companies NOT to do
this (e.g., that's why Obamacare did this in the first place, because people with pre-existing conditions could not afford high
premiums).

If there are problems with Obamacare, FIX IT IN A BIPARTISAN WAY. Don't ram through something just so you can say you
"repealed and replaced" Obamacare and you can make a tiny number of your constituents "happy" (until, of course, they eventually
get sick themselves, and turn on you for your lack of foresight).

PLEASE VOTE AGAINST GRAHAM-CASSIDY.
Thank you,

Scott Shay
Washington, DC

54



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

c rimseroe ol
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:05

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>