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REFUNDING OF OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.

MONDAY, JULY 18, 1021,

UNITED STATES SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10.30 o’clock a. m., in
room 312, Senate Office Building, Senator Boies Penrose presiding.

Present: Senators Penrose, McCumber, LaFollette, Curtis, Simmons,
Williams, Reed, and Walsh.

Also present: Hon. Andrew W. Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury;
Hon. Elliott Wadsworth, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury; and
gghnt?. Walker, Esq., chief of the legislative drafting service of the

nate. :

The CuarrmMAN. Senator La Follette, have you any further inter-
rogatories to address to the Secretary of the Treasury ? '

nator LA FoLLeTTE. Yes; I wanted to ask the Secretary some
g:)l:stnons, or some of his assistants. I would like to.inquire of the
cretary or Mr. Lattay whether there has been prepared a record or
brief of the matters of negotiation that have been under way in the
f)ﬂice? of the Secretary of the Treasury with regard to these foreign

oans ,

Assistant Secretary WapswortH. Mr. Chairman, there is no Mr.
Lattay who has been connected with this matter.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. What is this I.f(oung man’s name [indicating] ¢

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. His name is Heffelfinger. He is
empli?'e(t as file clerk and has charge of the files. Your letter spoke
r. Lattay.

Senator La i‘:or,nmm. Yes, sir; and I am informed there is a Mr.
Lattay. I may not pronounce his name just as you would pronounce
it, but it is spelled Lattay. Is there not such s man here?

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. There is a Mr. Kelley, who was
here before, and there is a Mr. Latting, but Mr. Latting has not been
a;isociated with this particular matter, certainly not since I came into -
0 00. .
Senator La FoLLETTE. Well, I will ask you, Mr. Wadsworth, is
there not some memoranda that will give us, without having to draw
them out one by one, a comprehensive record of all the negotiations
that have taken glace between these foreign debtors and the Treasury
Depertment with respect to what they want done with the loans?
That must have been briefed either for the consideration of the
Secretary, for you, or for some one else, )

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I think not. When I came in I
went through all of these files of the correspondence and cables which
are now either in the hands of this committee or the hands of the
Judiciary Committee, and in order to familivrize myself with it L
went over all that in detail. 6
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Senator LA FoLLerTE. Well, did you not have it briefed in some
orderly way ? ;

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Nothing that is not in this set
of correspondence. :

Senator La FoLrerte. What do you refer to as “in this set of
correspondence ¥’

Assistant Secretary WADswORTH. These cases of the papers that
wq::e sent up here in response to the request of the Judiciary Com- °
mittee. ' :

The CualRMAN. Was not that all gone over at the last meeting,
when Senator Reed explained that these papers were all sent from
the State Department to the Judiciary Committee ¢

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I did not go over it. _ S

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Reed presented a printed document show-
ing a résumé of all this correspondence.

nator LA FoLLETTE. Senator Reed also stated that at the call of
the Judiciary Committee for all the papers in the case that copies
were sent down en masse, in & perfect jumble, three chests full.

I know perfectly well that the Secretary of the Treasury does not
run the business of the Treasury that way, but that when he wants
to know what the record is in a particular case it comes to his desk
briefed up in some orderly way, and I do not want to have to pursue
a policy here of corkscrewing one by one the e;‘mpel's and records and
correspondence out of witnesses that appear before this committee. I
think this committee is entitled to know just exactly what the attitude
of the representatives of the foreign governments who have negotiated
with regard to these loans has been and what it is. Nobody knows
whether Mr. Mellon, if we pass legislation, will conclude this arrange-
ment or not. Nobody knows how long it will string out, and the one
material thing that we do know is that we have got to deal with the
foreign governments. They will not change. And if we can get
some clear, definite notion of what their attitude is with respect to
these loans I think it will help us materially; it will help me anyhow.

The CHAIRMAN. I want to help you every way I can, Senator
La Follette, to that end.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I am sure you do. '

The CuaiRMAN. And I only want to state for your information
and that of the committee that I have had some personal communi-
cations sipce our last meeting on the subject; that my understand-
ing has been that all the archives and correspondence available were
in the possession of our State Department, the requests of the Ju-
diciary Committee were sent to that committee and are now in the
Capitol, contained in some half dozen chests, being papers. relati
to this matter; and Senator Reed stated before this committee, o
which he is & member, that these papers had been brought and ex-
tracts made from them and printed for the confidential use of the
Judiciary Committee. : :

Senator WiLL1AMS. There were 96 copies printed $

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. Thereupon I communicated with Senator
Nelson, the chairman of the Judiciary Committee. under the authority
granteﬁ to me by this committee, and Senator Reed indicated, some
of you may recall, that he, being a member of both committees
wauld endeavor to expedite having the papers sent over here.
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received a letter from Senator Nelson, the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, to the effect that he did not feel authorized to send the
papers to this committee, unless directed by the State Department,
and neither did he feel authorized to send the confidential docu-
ments referred to by Senator Reed, which were printed in confi-
dence, unless authorized by the State Department or the Senate.

I ((]mly make that statement so you will know how the matter
standas. .

Senator LA FoLLeErTE. I had understood, Mr. Chairman, that all -
of this which you have now stated had transpired. I was at the
meeting of the committee here last Saturday all day. .

The CuairmaN. I did not know whether you knew ahout Senator
Nelson having written the letter. ' .

Senator I.A FOLLETTE. Yes; I knew.

The CatRMAN. What is it you want now ?

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I do not want, if I can avoid it, to have
to make my way through these three or four chests of paper, if this
committee gets the custody of them, nor through the several hun-
dred pa%s of printed matter, which is merely a brief made by
Senator Reed’s secretary. But I am confident that in the orderly
transaction of the business of the Treasury, the head of that depart-
ment has had this matter put into some digest coveririg all. the
correspondence.

The CrAIRMAN. That is what we want to find out.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. That is what I would like to learn.

Senator WaLsn. Mr. Chairman, may I ask if confidential informa-
tion received by any one committee is available for use of all Mem-
bers of the Senate ?

The CuairMAN. My understanding is that any individual Senator
may have a right to the confidential information in the hands of
angecomm:ttee. .

nator WaLsH. That is what I thought. v

The CHAIRMAN. But whether the chairman of the committee
would feel fully authorized to transfer all of the documents to another
committee I do not know. It is purely & very technical difference.

Senator Warsa. I wanted to know the practice, Mr. Chairman.

Senator McCuubgR. I think that there might be a little question
about that. The State Department may send something up to the
Foreign Relations Committee in confidence for that committee, or
to the Judiciary Committee in confidence for that committee, and
I do not think that that committee would be authorized then to
turn over any part of it to any one Senator. :

The CHAIRMAN. We need not argue that.

Senator WiLLiaMs. Not without the consent of the State De-
partment. : ]

Senator McCuMBER. It becomes un%ortant, then, whether we
could use this report that had been made by the Judiciary Committee.
It might contain all we want if we could get it.

Senator Lao FoLLETTE. It will take a Iong time, Mr. Chairman,
to pass any zﬁfislation on this subject until this committee is in
possession of all the facts with respect to it. I can assure you that.
_ Secretary MELLON. There is one thing to keep in view, and that
is that all these papers are separate and not connected together,
that is, all of the negotiations are with the particular governments
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owing the money; there is not one comprehensive record, nor any
record or brief applying to this particular government and to that
particular government alone.

Scnator LA ForLETTE. There may be, as you say, Mr. Mellon, that
would be quite as useful to this committee if the committee could
have the separate briefs that have been made with regard to all the
transactions as to each Government.

Senator WaLsa. What is the ohject of secret negotiations hetween
the Governments about a public debt? Why should there be any-
thing secret about it ?

Senator La FoLLeTTE. Ido not think there is anything secret about
it. This is not the money of these officials; this is not the money of
the head of the State Department: it is the money of the peuple of
this country, and they have a right to know what. is proposed to he
done with it. They have got to pay on taxation here.  We have had
the argument made that the soldiers of this country have got to wait
until this matter has all been worked out with the foreign Govern-
ments. T, for one, want to know just what is afoot ahout it.

Secretarv MELLON. You will have to wait a good while, then. If
the negotiations have to be subject in each case to review belore con-
clusion can be reached, it is going to take a very long time,

Senator LA FoLLETTE. It may take a considerable time, Mr. Secre-
tary, but it involves a considerable amount of money.

Secretars MELLON. Yes: but the method of funding the loans is
just as simple in a large umount of money as it is in a small amount.
Senator LA FoLLeTTE. Exactly; but the consequences are not.

Secretary MerLoN. The rincipies involved are the same.

Senator 1.A FoLLETTE. Not quite the same.

Secretary MELLON. And the procedure is simple, and it is only
putting the debt into shape to make it available. :

Senator LA FoLteTie. There may be a difference of opinion and
differences of judgment about this matter.

Senator McCuMBER. I would like to ask a question as bearing on
this question. :

The CrAIRMAN. Very well.

Senator McCrnner. What objection, Mr. Chairman, would there
be on the part of the chairman of this committee asking the State
Department for the right to use the confidential data that was sent
ur to the Judiciary Committee, and the epitomization of the contents
of those papers that were prepared by the clerk of that committee in
conjunction with the clerk of the Senator from Missouri ¢

The CHAIRMAN. Since I made a statement a few moments ago to
the committee, Mr. Wadsworth has called my attention to the fact
that these papers originally emanated from the Secretary of the
Treasury, and were by him handed over to the State Department.
Is that correct, Mr. Wadsworth ¢

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. Yes. '

l;ltl: CHAIRMAN. 1 wish you would state the exact status of the
matter.

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. As Senator Nelson says——

The CuammmAN (interposing). I will ask to have Senator. Nelson's
letter inserted in the record. "It is in reply to my verbal request for
these papers. )
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(The letter of Senator Nelson referred to, and directed by the
?hﬁxirma)n to be inserted in the record, is here printed in full, as
ollows: :

UNITED STATES SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
. July 26, 1921,
Hon. Boies PENROSE, . : ,
Chatrman Senate Committee on Finance,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 16th asking this committee to loan the (ommittee on *
Finance the papers sent to this committee by the Treasury Department relating to
foreign loans and commitments, is at hand. In reply to the same, I beg leave to give
you the following information: That in obedience to a resolution of this committee.
adopted March 1, 1921, some six boxes or chests of copies of documents relating to
foreign loans and commitments were sent to this committee by the Treasury Depart-
'llqent. i’l‘hese boxes are now in the hands of the Sergeant at Arms, for which 1 hold

18 receipt.

After these boxes of documents were received by the committee, Senator Reed had
his secretary or clerk, Don M. Hunt, examixe the fapers and select such of them as
were deemed important and material; and this selection, made by Mr. Hunt, was
afterwards, pursuant to the direction of this committee, printed as s confidential
document for the use of the committee, entitled ‘‘Confidential Print, Foreign ILoans
and Authority for Making the Same”: this print contains 388 pages.

Thereafter, on the 27th of June, this committee adopted the following resolution:

“Itwasmoved by Senator Reed that a subcommittee of three beappointed to examine
the document known as (onfidential Print of Foreign Loans and Authority for Making
Same and to report at the next meeting of the committee whether all or any part of
said document should be made public, and further that a copy of said document be
immediately sent to the Secretary of State with the request that he report to the
committee prior to its next meeting whether there is objection on the part of the State
Department to the publication of all or any part of the correspondence contained in
said document. " .

In pursuance of this resolution, a copy of the same was sent to the Secretary of State,
with the request that he report thereon prior to July 4, 1921.  In response to this
resolution, I received from the Secfetary of State a letter of which the inclesed isa
copy. From this you will see that the Secretary of State objects to making public
any of this correspondence. 1 f)resume that this confidential print of the committee,
to which I have referred, would probably furnish you with all material information
in the premises, without overhauling the documents contained in the six boxes referred

tn.

Would suggest to your committee that you communicate with the Secretary of
State and ascertain whether he has any objection to furnishing your committee with
copies of this confidential print referred to above. The six chests of copies of docu-
ments referred toabove. I presume you can obtain from the Sergeant at Arms; but I
think that this confidential print, prepared by Mr. Hunt as above stated, would
probably give you all necessary information. . .

Without the permission of the Secretary of State and of this committee I would not.
at the present status of the case, feel warranted in furnishing you with printed copies
of the confidential print referred to above. :

Yours, very truly, Knure NeLsoN

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 1, 1921,

My DEar Senaror NELsoN: I beg to acknowledge receipt of vour letter on June
27, 1921, advising me of a resolution of the Committee on the Judiciary which requests
the opinion of the Secretary of State in regard to the advisability of publishing all or
certain portions of the correspondence contained in a confidential print entitled
“‘Foreign Loans and Authority for Making Same."”

After careful consideration I have reached the conclusion that a large portion of the
material contained in the confidential print is of such & character that its general dis-
tribution would be inadvisable.

Much of the material consists of correspondence between various officers of this Gov-
ernment and of confidential memomnd:frepued for various Cabinet officers. - This
correspondence was not drafted with a view to publication, and consequently many
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statements wero made which it would be undesirable to print in public document, as
they contain comments on the affairs of foreign Governments which may be misinter-
preted or improperly used. It would, moreover, be inconsistent with international
practice to publish corre?ondence between this Government and foreign Governments
without the authority of the Governments concerned. The nature of much of the
gatf_rhl is such that it is not likely that foreign Governments would agree to its pub-
ication. .

I therefore deem it necessary to state that the Department of State would regard the
public distribution of Foreign Loanaand Authority for Making Same as unfortunate.

I'am, my dear Senator Nelson,

éincerely, yours,

CHARLES E. HuGHES.

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. Senator Nelson says [reading]:

That in obedience to a resolution of this committee, adopted March 1, 1921, some six
boxes or chests of copies or documenta relating to I!'oreign Loans and Commitments
were sent to this committee by the Treasury Department.

The CHAIRMAN. Then, they came from the Treasury Department ?

Assistant Secretary WAapsworTn. Then the State Department was
brought in, as I understand it, in connection with the suggestion of the
Judiciary Committee that this summary of the gapers might be given
out to the Senate or made public, as stated by Senator Reed; that is
where the State Dgfrartment was brought in.

Senator REgp. Mr. Chairman, I can state the matter very plainly
and very briefly. )

I introduced a bill to repeal all acts under which these loans were
made and forbid the advancement of any more money. That bili
came before the Judiciary Committee, and the committee called Mr.
Houston, the Secretary of the Treasury in. He did not come him-
self; he sent one of his men, first. I have forgotten his name, but it
was & young man. We examined him for some time, and then we
asked him to bring the papers. He brought a few papers; and further
examination resulted in the Secretary himself coming over and
saying that they were willing to produce all of the iapers, ut that he
thought some of them were confidential, and that he felt they would
not want to make them public. I asked him to bring the papers, and
eventually they were all brought over. They were then examined
by the clerk of the committee and by my secretary, and this is a copy;
that is, selected papers were taken out and printed in this conﬁdenuaf
print [exhibiting print to the committee]. -

Then, about that time, Co, being in adjournment, and after
we reconvened I reintroduced the bill, and the matter was referred to
a subcommittee as to whether these documenis should be made publie.
The subcommittee, as & matter of fact, did not examine them thor-
oughly, and we had some discussion about it in the committee; and
then somebody suggested that we oufht to cFet; the opinion of the
Secretary of State as to whether any of these documents were of such
a character that tl:gy should not be made public, and after a long
debate on that, in order to get some action, I made a motion that that
be done, that we get his opinion, and he wrote a letter, in which he
says meny of them should not be made public.

nator WiLLiamMs. Who wrote the letter ? . .

Senator REED. The Secretary of State. He said they were in
regard to negotiations with foreign Governments, etc. I think his
letter has been produced here. .

With that state of affairs, I stated the facts to the committee here,
and the committee passed a resolution asking the Judiciary Com-
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mittee to turn the papers over to them, and Senator Nelson has
written this letter in response. _

We got the documents from the Secretary of the Treasury. So far
as I am concerned, I want to say this: I have not read all of this
correspondence, but I have glanced through the book. It is a pretty
long job to read that book; it is ver_ﬁinely printed. I found nothing
in it which it seemed to me did not belong to the people of this coun-
try. These laws that we passed with reference to this loan were
public laws. The action which had been taken under them was the
action of a public official. The laws required that certain things
should be done. The question, of course, arises whether they were
done and how they were done, and it seems to me an utter absurdity
to say that the Senate of the United States, at least, whether in
executive or public session, to be determined by that body itself, is
not entitled to the facts regarding these loans, If we have a secret
department of our Government that is secretly transacting business
and expending the people’s money, then we have come to a pretty pass
in the United States. .

Senator Curtis. There might be some correspondence showing
conditions in foreign countries that it would not be advisable to make
;fmb!ic——-not what our officers had done, but what had come from
oreign Governments. . :

. Senator WiLLiaMs. I take it that all the parers in the six boxes’
can not possibly relate to any question either of cancellation or post-
ponement of this indebtedness. I assume that a lot of it relates to
the purchase of mules and blankets, munitions of war, and other
things. This committee does not want to be encumbered with that
. whole business. What we want to learn is everything that has been
said in relation to postponement, cancellation, or funding.

~ Senator REED. In addition to that, Senator, the purpose for which

the loan was actually made. . _

Senator WirLiaus. That will be very pertinent to some other
questions, especially questions as to whether the officials went
{)egglntg. their duty. But it can not be pertinent to this proposed
egislation.

Senator REED. Yes; I think it does in this way: Suppose that a
country obtained a credit for a large amount of money and obtained
it actually for war puﬁose.s? :

Senator WiLLiAMS. Munitions, mules, and blankets, let us say.

Senator REED. Then, clearly, the loan would have been a legal
loan, provided securities had been taken. - .

Senator WiLLiaMs. That is another question. But suppose they
obtained it for the rehabilitation of their country subsequent to the
war. Then the loan, at least in my judgment, would not be a proper
loan, and the question as to how 1t should be dealt with now would
be a different question than if a loan had been made for proper pur-
poses, particularly as to the money not yet paid. :

The %mmms. Senator Reed and Senator Williams, the Secretary
of the Treasury is here, and he is a very busy man, at the request of
some members of the committee, including Senator La Follette. Can
g:u not_postpone this reciprocal debate among members and let

nator La Follette go on with the examination of the Secretary ?

Senator REEd. I am only answering a question.
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The CHAIRMAN, But those answers have already taken up a con-
siderable portion of the morning session.

Senator La FoLLETTE. Mr. Mellon, I will ask, with the permission
of the chairman of the committee, whether a memorandum or brief
has been prepared for consideration on each one of these loans?

Secretary MELLON. I think not, when it comes to each one. I
have not gone into all of the loans. Mr. Wadsworth, can you answer
the question of Senator La Follette as to there being a brief on each
case prepared ¢

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. No; there has not been. The
papers, letters, cables, and other things are filed in a folder relating
to each particular subject or country, and when I have been studying
this matter I have asked that these files be marked with the letters
that would relate to an{ particular question I wanted to look into,
which Mr. Heffelfinger has done; and then I have taken the files,
with the correspondence serially as it hap%ened, and in that way I
have traced through the negotiations that have taken place.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Have you summarized that in a brief or
memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury ?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I have not.

Senator Lo FoLLeTTE. Or for your own guidance ?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I have not.

Senator La ForLerTe. Have you made any index upon the files
or (ti:ove;s of this correspondence indicating what is in the file, or had
it done

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. The index comes to me in the
form of little pieces of paper to mark the letters that relate to the
particular question I am investigating or studying.

Senator LA ForLrLerTE. In that correspondence with regard to the
French loan, has there been any agplication made by the Govern- -
ment for a substitution of the bonds of other Governments for her
indebtedness ?

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. I do not think so.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Are you certain of it ?

g Assi?stant Secretary WapsworTH. Has there been, Mr. Heffel-
r
r. HEFFELFINGER. No.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Has there been atz correspondence with
regard to the substitution of the Turkish bonds for the French bonds
come to your notice? .

. Assistaht Secretary WapsworTa. I have not found anything.

Senator REED. le at that point, may I ask, Senator, if it will
not interrupt you ? .

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. Surely.

Senator REEp. Has there been any correspondence or negotiations
with reference to our Government accepting any of the German
reparation bonds after they have been turned over to the allied
Governments ? ’ )

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I can recall of no official com-
munication, or communication from any Government in regard to
that matter, except a tentative agreement that was made by the
“Big Four,” as they called them, or rather by England, France, and
the United States, that Eossibly each Government would take German
bonds in payment for the amounts that Belgium had borrowed up to
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armistice day. That c:greemenl; was signed by the President, and, as
I recall it, he submitted it before he went out of office to Congress,
as a matter which had come up at the peace negotiations.

Senator WiLLiaMs. That related only to Belgium ¢

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Only to Belgium.

Senator REED. This is the message and document you refer to, is
it not? (Handing paper to Assistant Secretary Wadsworth.]

Assistant Secretary WApsworTa. That is the one, yes. To answer
your question directly, that is the only communication I have seen.

The CHAIRMAN. The document will be inserted in the record.

(The document referred to and submitted by Senator Reed is-here
printed in full, as follows:)

[Senate Document No. 413, Sixty-sixth Congress, third session.)

To the SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

I herewith call your sttention to an agreement with Belgium made by the British
and French Premiers and myself, which is embodied in the following letter:

June 16, 1919,
M. HymANs,
Ministre des Affaives Elrangeres, Hotel Lokti, Paris.

Sir; The Reparation Clauses of the draft Treaty of Peace with Germany obligate
Germany to make reimbursement of all sums which Belgium has borrowed from the
Allied and Associated Governments up to November 11, 1918, on account of the vio-
lation hy Germany of the Treaty of 1839. As evidence of such an obligation Germany
in t» make a special iseue of bonds to he delivered to the Reparation Commission. .

.Each of the undersigned will recommend to the approsrﬁute governmental agency of
his Government that, upon the delivery to the Reparation Commission of such bonds,
his Government accept an amount thereof corresponding to the sums which Belgium
has horrowed from his Government since the war and up to November 11, 1918,
together with interest at 5 per cent unless already included in such sums, in satis-
faction of Belgium's obligation on account of such loans, which obligation of Bel-
gium’s shall thereupon be cancelled.

We are, dear Mr. Minister,

Very truly yours, '
G. CLEMENCEAU,
- e Woobnrow WILsON.
D. Lioyp GEORGE.

In recommending to you that (‘ongress take appropriate action with regard to this
agreement, certain facts should he brought to l))rour attention,

The neutrality of Belgium was guaranteed by the Treaty of London of 1839. In
considering the reparation to be made by Germany it wae agreed that the action of
Germany, in grossly violating this treaty by an attack on Belgium, obligated the Ger
man Government under international law to ?épcy to Belgium the costs of war. On
this principle the Treaty of Versailles (Art. 232) provided that in accordance with -
Germany’s pledges already given as to the complete restoration for Belgium, Germany
should undertake, in addition to the compensation for material damage, to make
reimbursement of all sums which Belgium had borrowed from the Allied and Asso-
ciated Governments up to November 11, 1918, ther with interest at 5 per cent per
annum on such sums. This obligation was to be discharged by a special issue of
bearer bonds to an equivalent amount payable in gold marks on May 1, 1926, or at
the option of the German Government on the lst of May in any year up to 1926,

For various reasons the undertaking defined in the above letter was not embodied
in the Treaty. Belgium’s obligations to the United States for advances made up to
the date of the Armistice amounted to approximately $171,000,000, and to Fngland and
France they amounted, 1 am informed, to about £164,700,000. In view of the special
circumstances in which Belgium became involved in the war and the attitude of this
country toward Belgium, it was felt that the United States might well to make
tl&me ment respecting pre-Armistice loans to Belgium as England and France
0 to do.

Advances made by the Treasury to the Belgian Governmen: from the beginning of
the war to the Armistice amounted to $171,780,000. This principal sum, however,
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includes advances of $499,400 made to enable the Belgians to pay the interest due
November 15, 1917, and $1.571.468.42 to enable the payment of the interest due May

15, 1918. The interest on the advances has been paid up to April 15, 1919, the interest *

due from May 15, 1918, to that date having heen paid out of Treasury loans for which

the United States holds Belgian obligations, which, however, were made after Novem- .

ber 11, 1918, the date of the Armisticc, This latter advance would not come within
the terms of the agreement above mentioned. If. therefore, the U'nited States accepts

e

vment of Belgian obligations given before the Armistice by receiving a correspond-

ng amount of German obligations, it wotild reem that it should receive (German obli-
gations amaunting to $171,780,000 with interest from April 15, 1919, )
Although. it is understood that Fngland and France will take their share of the
German bonds when received by Belgium. 1 am informed that the Reparation Com-
mission has not as yet finally determined the details of the issuance of the necessary
bonds by the German Government. A recommendation at this time that suitable
legislative action should be taken may appear somewhat premature. but in view
of the approaching termination of my Administration, I have brought this taatter to
your attention, hoping that suitable action may be taken at the appropriate time.

Woonrow WiLsoxN,
Tae Wurre House, February 22, 1921,

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH (continuing). That is the only
communication I have seen suggesting that German bonds should be-
taken in payment for the Government’s loans.

Senator La FoLLETTE. Do you know, sir, whether you have seen
all of the correspondence pertaifiing to these several loans? '

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I understand so. My prede-
cessor, Mr. Kelly, staid with me a month, and we went over this
matter with great care, from one end to the other, and then I went
over it all again after he left. :

Senator Reep. If you will pardon me, I want to read & statement
here. I think it bears on this, and I would like to clear it up—I am
reading from a report made to some of the press by a press associa~
tion. [Reading:] .

Under the plan any serious consideration—

That is by the allied Government. [Readin

g |
(The statement referred to is on file with &Ae clerk to the com-

mittee.)

Senator REED. Now, have you heard anything about that plan?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. I never have.

Senator McCuMBER. What is the date of it ?

Senator Reep. It is very recently.
. Senator McCumBER. That is all I wanted to know. .

Senator Reep. I can not give you the exact date, Senator, just
now. *
__What I wanted to get at, was whether such a plan as that had been
discussed and whether in connection with it it was considered that
those bonds might be accepted by the United States, :

Secretary MELLON. May I say in connection with that that the
only conference that has been held since I was in office was with the
British ambassador, and there was no reference at all to anything of
that nature during that conference. I never heard of that until it
has been brought up now.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Mr. Chairman, I want to submit a request,
:;io be ﬁaken down in this record; and I request that the secretary pro-

uce here:

1. Statement of delinquent interest by nations, specifying amount

owed by each. '

ir
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2. Statement of interest actusally paid by each nation.

3. Copies of all documents relating to negotiations, including all
drafts of proposed plans, and communications between State and
*  Treasury Departments.

7+ 4, Statements of all claims of United States agsinst foreign

governments. . .
_ 5. Statement showing for each debtor nation: Amount of total
indebtedness and names of creditor nations with amount of each.
Annual expenditures of each debtor nation. Annual revenues of each
debtor nation. .

And I submit that those are important documents, and that the
request covers important information that ought to be before this
committee for its consideration.

The CuamMaN. I suppose that request could be %_ranted without
objection. So far as is in knowledge or power of our Treasury
Department to obtain it.

retary MELLON. Mr. Chairman, although that information has
been submitted, except the latter in to the——

Senator La FOLLETTE (interposing). It has been submitted, per-
haps, in a desulto? way and is scattered through the record where
it 1s difficult to find. .

Secretary MELLON. In our late conferences there was a complete
report of all that, showing the indebtedness, amount of interest paid
amount of interest accrued and the details, excepting this in regard
to the budgets of the Governments—that we have not gone into.

The CHAIRMAN. You have no official knowledge of that? - :

Secretary MeLLON. No official knowledge, but it might be gathered
* through other papers.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. It is pretty important to know something
about the condition of each one of these debtors, if we are going to
defer for a period of years, or be asked to defer payment of the debt.

The CaAIRMAN. So far as they are able—but I do not see how an
American Secretary of the Treasury or Commerce or any other depart-
ment would know the financial status of Turkey, except by inquiry.

Secretary MELLON. There would be this, however, that in all of
these settlements that would be a part of the ‘lprocedure to obtain
from each Government a statement of their fiscal affairs; that would
arise in every negotiation and would be a part of the negotiation.

Senator WiLLIAMS. Necessarily incidental to it?

Secretar%anoN. Yes; if we should ever reach it. -

Senator WaLsH. You ask, Senator La Follette, for correspondence
between these foreign governments and this Government. Where
there have been personal negotiations do you not think a summary
of that ought to be given?

Senator La FoLLETTE. Instead of the entire correspondence?

Senator WaLsH. No; where there has been personal negotiations

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Yes, indeed; that should be covered.

Senator WaLsH. You have not asked for that. .

Senator La FoLLETTE. That was not covered, and I would like to
have that added.

Senator WaLsH. The Secretary referred to some personal conver-
sation he had with some representatives of other Governments in
regard to the matter; unless it is confidential I think you ought to
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change that or add to it a summary of personal negotiations as well
as of correspondence.
NSeémtor FoLLETTE. The stenographer will please add that as

0. 6.

(The stenographer thereupon added as follows:)

6. Summary of personal conversation and negotiations had by the Secretary of the

with representatives of foreign Governmente.

Secretary MELLON. There [indicating] is the most of that data.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I know; I 'was here the day there was a
partial statement made. _

The CHAIRMAN, Senator La Follette, the Chair is informed by Mr.
Wadsworth that all this information has heretofore heen printed in
the proceedings of this committee, except the indebtedness of foreign
nations. You have that with you, have you, Mr. Wadsworth ?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. No; we have not.

The CairMAN. Have you got it at _the office available?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. No.

The CuairMAN. I understood you to say just now—

Secretary MELLON (interposing). To whatis reference being made—
not the indebtedness to this country ¢

Assistant Secretary WADpswoRTH. To this country; we have it all
here, and I think it has been filed.

The CHAIRMAN. But Senator La Follette inquires as to their gen-
eral indebtedness to other countries.

S Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. We have no record as to that,
enator.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. That is obtainable right in this country
without going there for it. .

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. It is obtainable?

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I have gathered it myself with respect to
one country. ) :

Assistant Secretary WADsSwoRrTH. It may be available as to certain
dates i * the past.

Senavor LA FoLLETTE. Certainly.

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. But they are constantly issuing
new loans and paying off and refunding, and we would have to go
back several months to get a balance sheet. L

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. It would also be true if you got it up to
date that before we get through with this investigation there would
be some mgdifications, but you would at least have it up to the time
the record is made from which it is taken, and that information can
all be assembled if you have the working force to do it. )

Assistant Secretary Wapsworta. We would have to send for it to
Roumania or to Jugoslovakia or any of these countries; I do not
bﬁlnevc there is in this country to-day what we might call a balance
sheet.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I think very likely, Mr. Wadsworth, that
that is true with respect to some of the smaller nations.

Senator WiLLiAMS. Just one question. I understand that these
papers that were sent up in these boxes are contained in different
smaller packages; that the smaller pack have upon the outside
of them a description of the contents of the chkage and each one
is collated according to the country with which it deals

.
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Assistant Secretary WapsworTtH. I understand so.

Senator WiLLiAMs. Is that the case?

Assistant Secretary WapswortH. That is so. '

Senator WiLLiAMS, Then in getting at the facts with regard to
any particular country, nobody would have to go through all of
these six boxes, but could find the several folders relating to that
particular country. ‘

Senator LA FoLLETTE. That statement, Senator Williams, does
not agree with the statement of Senator Reed as to the conditions in
which those papers came to the Judiciary Committee, which state-
ment is now a part of the record of this committee.

Senator WiLLiaMs. Senator Reed said they were mixed up in
boxes and very difficult to get at; but while that is true, I undrestand
each one is contained in & separate.cover.

Assistant Secret WapsworTH. Mr. Heffelfinger could take
those boxes and the files contained therein and segregate them in a
very short time, to show exactly what related to each country, just
as lfl\e w%uld in our own files in the Treasury; he could pick the files
night out.

Senator StMMoNs. Mr. Secrotary, the bill which you have asked
the Congress to pass with reference to this matter suggests a possible

lan of substituting the bonds of one Government for those of another
in settlement with the United States. Would it unduly embarrass
your negotiations if some limitation was placed upon your power to
make that substitution ¢ ’

Secretary MELLON. There is no plan for substituting securities sug-
gested. It is only this, that it will just give the broad power whic
could be used in case the necessity arose with some particular Gov-
ernment, and it was only to meet a contingency that might possibly
come up. We do not know of any nor expect any situation of that
sort, but it was thought better to have a broad authority, so that we
could meet whatever contingency might arise in the negotiations,
and not only for the ﬁurpose for the particular negotiation with that
country, but after the refunding has been accomplished and the
gapers have been passed there would be no question then as to the

road authority, and the question would not then arise in the future,
with respect to any of these loans or any of the securities, that there
was not authority to put them in the shape that they had been put.
in—that it was better to have a broad, simple authority that gave
the Treasury Department, with the approval of the President, that .
power. It is much better to have it in that shape for the refunding
of these loans after the refunding has been accomplished. )

Senator StMmoNns. In other words, if I understand you, you say
you would like to have this so that after you have completed the
process of refunding that the substitution might then be made?

Secretary MELLON. Oh, no, no; there is no anticipation of any such
substitution. .

Senator SiMmoNs. I know you stated—— ) .

Secretary MELLON (interposing). But there might arise something
of that sort. It was thought better to have a broad authority, so
that whatever contingency arose it could be met and'the refunding
accomplished; and then, having this broad authorization, there
would not afterwards be any question about the validity of the
security, because it would be obvious that that authority was broad
and gave all of the authority necessary.
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“ Suppose you limited it in any particular place. Then afterwards
these securities would be scrutinized by a lawyer, and he would raise
the question, “Well, the Secretary of the ury did not have
authority; that refunding was done without authority, and these
securities are not in valid and legal shape.” .

Senator Srumons. I understand you to say that you have no
thought of agreeing to such a substitution. But I had interpreted
your bill as giving you the authority to do that in case you saw fit to
do it. Now, if you do not need the authority we might eliminate it.
If you do need the authority, there are exigencies which might arise
when you would want to do this thing; then my question was, in
case of that contingency would you be embarrassed or hampered
unduly by some qualifications ¢ .

Secretary MELLON. Well, it would be only that in order to ac-
complish what would be necessary I would have to appl{ again to
Oonfess for authority in that particular case, and- it would be very
much better to have a broad authority that would not make it neces-

to come to you.

e CuaiRMAN. It has been stated that a section be added to the
bill reading as follows:
_ The authority hereby granted shall cease and determine at the end of five years
from the date of the approval of this act.

I want to have that entered in the record, that I may submit it to
the committee at a proper time in executive session; and I ask the
Secretary of the Treasury while he is here whether such an amend-
ment would hamper him in any way or be objectionable ¢

Secretary MELLON. Not in the least; that is, I think——
¢ Set;ator LA FoLLETTE. Where does that amendment emanate

rom

The CaairMAN. I want to make that section No. 2.

irSet'mtor LA ForrLerTE. That is an amendment you are going to
offer '

The CuairMaAN. I want to submit it to the committee for its
consideration.

.. Secretary MELLON. There can be no objection to that amendment,
if all of the refundings have been comPle .

. Senator StMvoNs. Mr. Secretary, 1 want to ask {gu this question
in connection with that: That confers upon you this power for the .
full period of five years. You have no idea it is foing to take any,
such time as that to make this negotiation, do you

Secretary MELLON. No; I should not expect it to take anrthing
near that length of time. But, of course, therc may be some of these
countries where they will not be in a condition to act, and something
may have to be done that will take considerable time, and it is
rather difficult to anticipate just how long it will take.

Senator SmmoNs. Would 1t, in your opinion, take any very great
length of time to bring about an adjustment with the le ing nations?

re MeLLoN. I think not.

Senator StMMONs. There was something in the debates on Friday,
on the bonus bill, with reference to the delaying of action upon that
bill until after this refundinf process was completed; and there was
some suggestion that probably that would not delay action more than
five or six months, if that long.
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Secretary MeLLON. I did not understand it that way. I thought
the delay was in regard to the funding of loans of this Government.
It had not reference to the foreign loans.

Senator StuMoNs. It had notf Possibly I am mistaken about it.

Senator LA FoLeTTE. No; you are mistaken about it. The Presi-
dent, in his participation in the debate upon the bill, suggested three
things that were necessary to be done before we took up any con-
sideration of gratuities to the soldiers, as he termed them. The first
thing was the reduction of taxation; the second was the refunding of
the war debt; and the third was the refunding of these foreign debts.
That was the President’s statement in his debate upon the bill.

Senator REED. I may have misunderstood you the other day, Mr.
Secretary. I thought you said to me that you objected to a limita-
tion of time in which to make these settlements; that you wanted a
free hand in the matter, and you could not tell what time 1t would take.

Secretary MELLON. All of these obligations are existing now,
Senator, and it should not take more than the length of time men-
tioned in this amendment; so that I can see no objection to putting
in the limitation. .

Senator REED. Would you be willing to have & limitation of six
. months put on? .

Secretary MELLON. I do not think it would be possible to get
through in si:* months,

Senator REED. Would you be willing to have a limitation of a
year put on?

Secretary MELLON. I do not think it would be possible to get
through wath them all in a year. . :

. Senator REep. How about two years:

Secretary MELLON. I do not know, but it might possibly be done.
It might not. It seems to me that it would be better to have time
enough. There may be some particular case where they have to be
nursed along and put in shape that will take longer than we expect.
I think it is better to have a reasonable time,

lSermtor REeep. I want to try to see if I can get two or three things
clear. ~

Would you consider the question of accepting German obligations
for the obligations of any of these countries to whom we have loaned
money; or for any part of the obligation ?

Secretary MeLLON. So far as I know now, I would not.

Senator REED. Would you do that in the case even of Bel%um? :

Secretary MELLON. In the case of Belgium I can not see why that
should be considered. . .

Senator REED. Would you consider the question of taking the
obligations of any one of these countries for the obligations which
some other of the countries owe us? L.

Secretary MELLON. I do not anticipate that that question will
arise, but it might arise, :

Senator REED. You might do that? .

Secretary MELLON. There might be a case where it would be
desirable to do that, but I have not any such example in mind.

Senator REED. You did have a transaction the other day, or a little
while back, by which an obligation which wes due to us from the
French Government was infact transferred to the Italian Government{

Secretary MELLON. Yes.

56941—21—PT 4— 2
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Senator REED. I read in the Washington Star yesterday a state-
ment to the effect that you had recently paid England a large sum of
money. Is that correct ?

Secretary MELLON. Yes. That was a settlement on account of
transportation of troops during the war between the War Depart-
ment and the British Government. It had nothing to do with any
of the obligations of Great Britain to this country. It was one of
the current bills for services performed by England, and those
accounts have been from time to time rendered and paid all through
the war, and this was a final settlement that was made.

Senator REgp. How much was paid ¢

Secretar%anoN. $32,000,000. . i

Senator REED. You say that this country had nothing to do with
it. This country, in fact, did lpay to England $32,000,000, did it not?

Secretary MeLLON. Certainly. ) )

Senator REep. At the same time England owed us a claim growing
our of transportation, did it not? )

. Secretary MELLON. England owed the Shipping Board about
$12,000,000.

Senator Reep. For what ? '

B Sert‘;iretary MEeLLON. For services to England of the Shippin
oard.

Senator REED. In hauling stuff to England during the war?

Secretary MELLON. Yes. And the British Government objected to
some of those charges, and that claim had not been adjusted. But
the British Government had al\g:]ys paid all of these claims very
promptly when they were presented, and this claim had not yet been
adjusted. The British Government was ready to pay it as soon as
the adjustment was completed, and so there was no occasion to take
that into consideration. - .

Senator Reep. But, as a matter of fact, with a claim advanced by
the Shipping Board of $12,000,000 plus, we paid a claim of Great
Britain against our War Department of $32,000,000 %

Secretary MELLON. Yes; but the claim of $32,000,000 had been
completed, had been adjusted and agreed on. The other had not,
and therefore was not ready for payment, and there was no reason
existing why one should wait on the other, because the British Gov-
ernment had alwa;;hpa:d claims (fromptly when they were adjusted.

Senator REED. en we paid this claim to Great Britain of
$32,000,000, Great Britain had not been prompt in Faying interest

‘upon the Inoney we had loaned Great Britain, had it

Secretary MELLON. This arose from the dealings between the War
Department and a British department, and it was not connected with
the Treasury. The Treasury had nothing to do with the adjustment
of the accounts or the settlement except to pay the money on the
re%msttion of the War Department. ose were current claims that
had all through the war been settled in that manner There was no
reason why it should be complicated with the large indebtedness of
Great Britain.

Senator Reep. I know that is your opinion, but the claim of the
Shipping Board was for hauling materials and rendering service to
Great Britain during the time the war existed, was it not?

Secretary MELLON. Yes.
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Senator REED. So that it has now been in dispute or in process of
settlement ever since the armistice ?

Secretary MELLON. I do not know about ever since the armistice.
This settlement of the War Department had been arrived at a month
or so ago, or perhaps earlier then that.

Senator REED. I am speaking of the claim of our Shipping Board
now.

Secretary MELLON. Oh. That has not been settled or adjusted yet.

Senator REEp. No; but I am speaking, Mr. Mellon, about whether -
the services rendered by our Shipping Board were rendered hefore
the armistice. .

S?cretary MELLON. I presume they were. I do not know posi-
tively.

Senator REED. And ever since that time there have been negotia-
tions on in reﬁard to the settlement and it has not heen completed yet ?

Secretary MELLON. Yes.

Senator REED. With reference to the British claim, it arose out of
the t.r?nsportation of our troops and materials during the war, did
it not ?

Secretary MELLON. Yes. -

Senator REEp. When was it finally settled ? .

Secretary MELLON. Do you know when it was finally settled. Mr.
Wadsworth ¢

Mr. WapsworTH. I think Gen. Connor and the representative of
.thg;ﬂ Britlish ministry of shipping came to an agreement on the matter
in March. : :

Senator REED. Of this year? :

. Mr. WapsworTH. Yes. I do not remember the exactdate. They
finally decided the various claims and came to a figure of thirty-two
million dollars odd.

Senator REED. All these claims are basically the claims of one
government against the other? '

Secreta; ELLON. Yes.

Senator REED. But the Shipping Board, being a branch of our
Government, presented a claim to this Government, and the War
Department, being another branch, had a claim against Great
Britain, and Great Britain had a claim against us.

Secretary MELLON. Yes.

Senator REED. The amount of it is that we paid $32,000,000 to
Great Britain with them owing us at least $12,000,000. The amount .
that we ;laimed was $12,000,000, and with them owing us how much
interest

Slecretary MELLON., A very large amount. I do not know er-
actly.

Senator REEp. Did you make any effort to get them to credit
that on the interest ? .

Secretary MELLON. Oh, no. As I say, the custom has heen all
along that those claims were met and paid when presented. The
British Government also paid to this country large amounts in
settlement of claims of that nature, For instance, under the Pitt-
man Act the British Government has paid large amounts of in-
debtedness to this Government. Those matters are current matters
that come up and are settled and paid when the accounts are ad-
justed, and there was not any reason why that should be com-
plicated with the other obligation.
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In the first place, as a matter of proportion, they are very small
in ;eroportion to the whole obligation of the war debt.

nator REED. You say they were current matters?

Secretary MeLLON. Yes. :

Senator REED. You do not mean they are current now. All
these obligations were incurred prior to the armistice, were they not?

Secretary MELLON. Part of the claims arose from returning
troops from abroad since the armistice.

Senator REED. That was all a good while ago?

Secretary MELLON. But it has been since the armistice.

Senator REED. Yes. When you used the term “ current matters”
Eou meant they were matters that had been settled between the

overnments at about the time the obligations were generally in-
curred? You did not mean that they are current matters now

Secretary MELLON. Oh, no. They were VJuSt between the depart-
ments of the Government, between the War Department and the
British Government. .

Senator REED. This $32,000,000 was a balance, was it not?

Secretary MELLON. It was for the specific settlement of an account
owing.

Senator REED. It was a balance due on a very much larger account
was it not ?

Secretary MELLON. No; I think not.

Mr. WapsworTa. It was the final clean-up between the War
Department and the British ministry of shipping which showed that
much owinﬁ by the United States War Department.

Senator Reep. But we had paid them a very much larger sum than
that in the past, had we not ?

Secretary MELLON. Presumably we had.

Senator REeED. Do you know how much it was?

Secretary MELLON. I have no idea.

Senator Smootr. May I make a statement? I am compelled to

go—

Senator REeD. I am through with this line of questions.

Senator SmooT. I just received word that the Secretary of War
had pre}l)]ared a letter with certain suggestions in relation to the,
Sweet bill that, in- his opinion, are very, very material and of great
importance. Therefore, when you adjourn this meeting, would you
adjourn it until to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock? I want the
committee to take up the Sweet bill and get through with that, and
by that time I will have the letter of the Secretary of War.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you mean 10.30 o’clock or 11 o’clock ?

Senator Smoor. I would. rather have it at 10.30 if I could.
bﬂ'{‘he CHAIRMAN, There is a disposition to proceed with this loan
Senator Smoor. I do not think, Mr. Chairman, it is going to take
ve'tﬂ.long, now.

e CHAIRMAN. Ask Senator La Follette about it. I do not know
how much Senator La Follette wants to prolong this examination.

Secretary MELLON. May I suggest that to-morrow is a Cabinet

meeting,

The %BAIBMAN. When the committee adLourns if there is no objec-
tion, the program will be that the Sweet bill will be considered and
that the loan bill shall not be taken up until a later meeting. It will

%
o
£
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over to-morrow on account of the eng:sement. of the Secretary of
the Treasury. The committee, when it adjourns, will adjourn until
10.30 o’clock to-morrow to consider the Sweet bill. -
Does any one desire to address any further inquiry to the Secretary
of the Treasury to-day? . ‘
Senator WaLsH. I would like to ask the Secretary his opinion of
an amendment that I would like to offer to the committee, the amend-

ment to be called “‘section 3,”’ and to read as follows:

The Secretary of the Treasury shall immediately transmit to the Congress copies °

of any refunding agreements, entered into, with the approval of the President, by
each foreign Government upon the completion of the authority granted under this act

Secretary MELLON. I think that would be-an obstruction to the
negotiations and it would not be practical to carry through these
negotiations if the ?uestlons have to be submitted to Congress.

nator WaLsH. 1 do not think ggu get the purport of the amend-

ment. This is assuming that the Senate dpermnts the negotiations to
be made by Jou subject to the approval of the President, without
any approval of Con . I propose to ask that as soon as ne-
gotiations with each foreign country are completed a copy of the
agreement be transmitted to the Congress. :

Secretary MELLON. The difficulty there is that when the negoti-
ation with the country involved is comlpleted, then they have the:
right to suppose that it has been completed and that mutual con-
cessions and agreements that have arisen in the negotiations will
have been adjusted and the conclusion arrived at.  *

Senator WaLsH. This is not to be transmitted for our approval,.
but for our information. .

Secretary MELLON. Oh; I can not see any objection to it, then.

Senator WaLsH. I thought iou would not. In other words, the:
public and the Congress will know what the result of your nego-
tiations with a government has been.

Secretary MELLON. I can not see any olH'qction to that. -+ -

Senator REED. But you are utterly unwilling to have the matter
submitted to Congress in advance?

Secretary MELLON. I do not think that would be feasible, to work.
in that manaer.

The CuairMAN. You refer, Mr. Reed, to Mr. Walsh’s amendment.
about referring it to the Senate for confirmation? .

Senator REED. 1 was referring to the general proposition.

The CralrMAN. I suggest that this amendment also, Mr. Walsh,
be inserted in the record. :

Senator WaLsH. You mean my other amendment ? :

The CHAIRMAN, Yes. Let it be inserted in the record at thi
point.

(The amendment referred to is as follows:)

(8. 2135, Sixty-seventh Congress, First session.)

AMENDMENT Intended to be proposed by Mr. Walsh of Massachusetts to the bill (8. 2135) to enable the:
refunding of odbligations of !ote'i’rm Goverzmems owing to the United States of America, and for othes

purposes, viz:

On page 2, line 11, add: ‘‘Provided, That no agreement with a foreign government
with respect to sny measure hereinbefore authorized shall be deemed to have been
completed, nor to enjoy full force and effect, until it shall have been specifically em-
bodied in a convention duly concluded by the President of the United States and
ratified and proclaimed by him, by and with the consent and advice of the Senate
%f thedUsnite §tatea, under Article 11, section 2, clause 2, of the Constitution of the-

nited States.
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Secretary MELLON. What would be the effect, then, Senator Walsh,
il a particular negotiation had been completed and agreed upon with
a Government, and then that had been given to the Senate for their
information, as you say, and for confirmation ?

Senator WaLsH. Not for confirmation; only for information. In
other words, instead of waiting for your annual report to be made, as
each negotiation is completed you will send a special message saying
the negotiations have been completed and the result is as follows,
It is simply for the information of Congress.

Secretary MELLON. Yes; I see.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator La Follette, have you any further inquiry
to address to the Secretary at this stage ¢

Senator LA FoLLErTE. Not this morning.

The CuAIRMAN. Do you desire him to be here on Wednesday ?

Senator LA FoLLETTE. No; not until I have looked into some
matters that I want to investigate. . .

The CHAIRMAN. Then, when this committee adjourns, the hearin
on the loan bill will be postponed until I can confer with you. Is
that the point? You were absent from the room. It Kos been
agreed on account of the Cabinet meeting to-morrow, and for other
reasons, to have this bill go over to-morrow and to take up the Sweet
bill to-morrow. Would it be convenient and afreeable to take up
%h‘;;!f:n? bill on Wednesday, in view of the adjournment over on

y

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I think it would; but I do not know that
I shall want at that time to ask any questions of the Secretary. 1
may want to ask the committee to call some other witnesses and
interrogate them, and then that may develop some things that may
make it necessary to call Mr. Mellon. . .

The CaiRMAN. When will you be in position to inform me so that
I may call the witnesses for Wednesday ¢

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I think in time to get them.

The CuatrMaNn. All r'fht. Then the committee, as I have already
stated, will meet on Wednesday and resume consideration of the loan
bill and hear such other witnesses as Senator La Follette may request
the Chair to invite. ;

Secretary MELLON. Inrelation to thes tion to refer this matter
to the Senate for their information upon the completion of any par-
ticular settlement that may be made, it occurs to me that that might
be embarrassing in this respect: These settlements will have to.be
ﬁrqceeded with separately; that is, one concluded, say, with Great

ritain, and then the next taken up, say, with France. It might be
embarrassing to have Great Britain's case made public before our
negotiations with France. I do not know, but you can see that
these settlements will follow similar lines with the separate Govern-
ments. It may or may not be embarrassing to have one made
public when we are proceeding to a settlement with another Govern-
ment immediately alterwards.

I would like to think about that and report at the next meetin%.1

Senator WaLsa. I had in mind that you might possibly make that
suggestion. :

cretary MELLON. I will be prepared at the next meeting to
answer your question.
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Senator REED. I want to give you another question to think over.

Why is it that you can not make these settlements in strict accord-
ance with the terms of the acts of Congress authorizing these loans
and specifying the conditions of the obligations?

- Secretary MELLON. The reason is this, that the securities taken

would not be in as good form for the purposes of our Government
because the authority. there is so restricted that it makes it very
difficult. Our securities taken from England, for instance, would be
split up and some of them bear one rate of interest and others bear
another rate of interest, because the rates of interest were different -
under the several Liberty loan acts, and we would have to follow
each particular act for the settlement of that part of the claim.

Senator REeD. But the law contains a clause that if the Govern-
ment of the United States, in order to get this money, is to paJ:
different rates of interest and borrow on different terms, the bon
shall be adjusted accordingly.

Secretary MELLON. Yes.

Senator REep. Why, under that authority, can you not go ahead
and make these settlements and take these obligations?

b Jlt:st think about that and give us your opinion when you come
ack. : '

Senator LA FOLLETTE. Mr. Chairman, is any further action to be
taken in regard to this committee having access to the corre-
spondence ?

l'l‘hexdCmuma,\x. I would be very glad if that matter could be
cleared up.

Senatotl') Reed has that somewhat in charge for the committee, and
I would like to ask Senator La Follette to address his inquiry to
Senator Reed and find out just what he wants. I do not know what
you want, exactly. You say all this voluminous material you can not
examine.

Senator Lo FoLLeTTE. Mr. Wadsworth made the s tion here
during the course of this hearing that Mr. Heffelfinger—who, I judge,
is the file clerk in your office——

Mr. WapswortH. Yes.

Senator Lo FoLLETTE (continuing). Is entirely familiar with these -
documents, and he could go through them, if this committee had
access to them. But it was su sted, I think, by the Secretary of
the Treasury, that the papers really belonged to the Treasury Depart-
ment and that it is for the Treasury Department to turn them over
without respect to the State Department. They do nct come from.
the files of the State Department. ' .

The CHAIRMAN. Can you serve as a subcommittee of one to have
these boxes here tomorrow morning, Senator Reed ?

Senator REeD. I will serve as a subcommittee of one and make the
effort, but from Senator Nelson’s letter I take it that he will do
nothing unless the Judiciary Committee advises him to do it. That
committee has adjourned, but I will try to get—— :

The CuairMAN. You might poll it.

Senator REeD. If I ean not do anything else T will get the committee
to return the documents to the Treasury.

The CuatrMaN. I would like to have them produced to-morrow if

possible,
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Secretary MELLON. There is one other matter that Senator La
Follette proposed, and that is that we furnish the budgets or the
financial statements of these governments. That will take a very
lox:ﬁi time. I do not believe that they can be gathered together
within what would he a reasonable time to submit to this committee.
It will be difficult to obtain all of that information. . ‘

The CrarrMaN. Could they not be obtained by cable ?

Senator La FoLLerTE. I believe that a great deal of that informa-
tion can be secured in the foreign publications on file in the Congres-
sional Library. You could not bring the information down to the
last minute, ﬂeyond any question, if you relied upon those forei
publications, but you can bring it down to the last time & public
statement was made, and you could simply do the best you could;
and that information would be before the committee, and if it thought
it Important to-secure later data upon the subject it would be for
tho committee to say. '

Secretary MELLON. We can see what can he done,

The CHAIRMAN. The committee stands adjoyrned until to-morrow
morning at half pust 10 o’clock. .

Whereupon, at 12.05 o’clock p. m., the committee adjourned unti)
to-morrow, Tuesday, July 19, 1921, at 10.30 o’clock a. m,)
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 1021.

UNITED STATES SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
‘Washington, D. C.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment, at- 10.30 o’clock
8. m., in room 312, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C., Senator-
Boies Penrose presldir?.

Present: Senators Penrose (chairman), McCumber, Smoot, La.
Fo(lilevtvt:isﬁurtls, Watson, Calder, Sutherland, Simmons, Gary, Reed,
an .

Present also: Hon. Andrew M. Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury,.
and Hon. Eliot Wadsworth, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

The CuammMAN. The hour of 10.30 having arrived, the committee.
will come to order. The Secretary of the Treasury is here and the
papers and archives relating to correspondence with foreign nations,
already referred to in these proceedings as having been sent to the.
Judiciary Committee by the Secretary of the Treasury, have been
delivered to this room, through the courtesy of Senator Nelson, the
. chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. They have been
brought here largely at the suggestion of Senator La Follette.

Secretary MELLON. We were also requested to make a report on
the conditions of ‘any of the foreign Governments owing this Govern-
ment, the condition of their budgets, and Mr. Wadsworth has’ with
him as much of that information as we could gather up until this time,
which is pretty complete, excepting that it is not up to date, I believe.

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I might add, Mr. Chairman, that.
we have here, in accordance with the request made at the last meeting,
a statement showing the delinquent interest by nations, specifym%
the amount due by each. We have a statement of the amount.
actually paid by each nation. We have in these boxes copies of all
documents relating to negotiations, excepting that I thought we .
: mi%ht add to that the copy of the Secretary’s letter to the British

ambassador sent this spring, which has been referred to already,
bringing the information up to date. .

Secretary MELLON. That followed the last conference I had with
the British ambassador, and that furnished to him this information
which he had asked for. )

The CHAIRMAN. Has that letter ever been published ?.

Secretary MELLON. No.

The CHAIRAMN. Where is it? ) . o

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. The information sent to him is
all in those boxes.

Secretary MELLON. But the letter itself went to the ambassador..
We have a copy of that. %
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The CrairMaN. Is there any objection to publishing it ?

Senator Syoor. I thought we were going to print the whole in-
formation. '

The Cramryan. He said his information covered everything in
this letter. Did I understand you correctly, Mr. Wadsworth ?

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. This is merely a summary of it.

Secretary MELLON. Is it the intention to make it public?

Senator Smoor. To make it a of the record.

Secretary MELLoN. It is all right to make the letter a part of the
record. I thought the inquiry was as to the advisability of having
newspaper publicity.

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. I would suggest that it be treated
just as you treat thie information in these boxes.

Senator SuooT. Then, I do not request that it be made a part of
the record. )

Senator Lo FoLLerTE. I am goin%.to.re&uest that everything be

this 1s the

made a part of this record. I think people’s business.

The AN. There is no doubt about it; these are public
meetings. .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. There was some suggestion about sup-
pressing the publication of these records.

. Secretary MeLLON. No; there is no idea of suppressing anything
in the records of these meetings.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. You say you have there a complete response
to the request which I filed here for definite information ?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Yes; so far as we can go in
getting the information about the foreign nations.

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. You may proceed to give it so that I can
follow you and see how completely it answers the request.

Assistant Secréetary WapsworTH. The first is a statement of
delinquent interest by nations, specifying the amount owed by each.

The CaairMAN. That is interest owing to the United States?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. That is interest owing to the
United States.

Senator La FoLLETTE. And it is complete?

Assistant Secretary WADsworTH. It is complete.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Up to what date? . A

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Up to the last interest date upon
each individual obligation. .

Senator La FoLLETTE. Just refer to your memorandum there, if it
gives the,information, and make a statement with reference to eac
one.
d Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. The obligations have different

ates.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I understand that. . .

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. The interest is [ig.yaple every
six months. We have figured the interest on each obligation up to
the last interest date. )

Senator LA FoLLETTE. What is the last interest date for each one of
those ;iebtor nations¢ It is stated on your memorandum there, is
1t not .

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. No; because the obligations
have a great variety of dates. They were given at different times and
the interest is payable each six months.
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Senator LA ForLeTTE. Every six months from the date of the
oblig:tion ?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. We have not tried to bring it up
to last night. We have brought it up to the last interest date.-

Senator LA FOLLETTE. Just give me, if you will, please, the amounts
of each of those countries. .

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. The interest accrued and un-
paid up to and including the last interest period.

Armenia................. $1,009,868.67 | Latvia.........c..n..... $386, 962. 52
AUBLEIR. ...\ e eeseaenenn 721,671.27 | Liberia.................. 1, 568. 85
Belgium..oo.vevennenns 34,007, 409. 62 | Lithuanis................ 498, 162. 80
Czechoslovakis.......... 8,125,165.24 | Poland.................. 9,837, 443. 36
Esthonif................. 389, 668.37 | Rumania................ , 477, 534. 09
Finland.... ... 00 598, 339,79 | Russis.................. 26, 120, 560. 18
8. nnvrmenenenanens 284, 148, 863. 64 | Serbia......... ORI 4,778,797.79
Gireat Britain........ m,%,ﬁzcg‘g Total o155 To0.
UNGATY . cveaernrinnnana ,575.07|  Total.....cceee.ne ,
THalY .. cueeannnrnnenens 161, 078, 880. 80

Senator WaTsoN. That is exclusive of any interest heretofore paid
by any or all of these nations?

Senator LA FoLLETTE. And how many of these debtor Govern-
ments have paid any interest at all?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. That is the next statement. I
have a statement here of interest heretofore ’Bﬁid’ '

Senator LA FOLLETTE. Yes; I see that. That is really my next
question here. Will you please give that{ .

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH (reading):

Belgitm. . eeneeennn... $13, 014, 918. 42 | Liberia.................. " $861.10

Cuba......... cessesesnes 1,282,369.54 | Poland..........c....... 1, 290, 620. 78
Czechoslovakia.......... 304,178.09 | Roumania............... 263, 313. 74
Prance. .......cocceee.. 139, 570,376.13 | Russia........cccueun... 4,842, 534. 33
Great Britain........... 245, 557, 185.50 | Serbis..........c....... 636, 059. 14
Greece.........cceneuees 784,153. 34 _—
Italy....coonvnnnannnans 57, 508, 852. 62 Total............. 463, 271, 688. 92
Latvig......cocniennnnns 126, 266. 19

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Not having the table before me, I could not
make certain that each of these nations has made payment. Does
the table show that they have?

Assistant Secretary WAnsworTH. No.

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. What nations have made %ayments?

Assistant Secretary WApswoRTH. The nations that have not made

ggilments are Armenia, Austria, Esthonia, Finland, Hungary, and
ithuania. . ‘

Senator LA FoLLETTE. As to the payments made I;{ the nations
that have met the interest, in so far as you have stated that they have
met it, has the payment by any of them been made through addi-
tional loans to them by the United States Government ?

Asgsistant Secretary WADSWORTH. Yes, sir—

Senpl‘;;orLA Fo:mr%‘.. Which oneis't;h uld :

Assistant Secre ADSWORTH. ould suppose a e propor-
tion of itt was paid‘:irgring the war out of advancgs made g;gthys (f:v-
ernment.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Can_you state from your own knowled%e,
whether any of them have paid interest otherwise than through ad-
vances made by this Government ¢

Assistant Secretary WADsSwoRTH. I know that some of them have,
but the amounts are comparatively small.
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Senator LA FoLLeTTE. Can you state which nations from your
recollection ?

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. I know that Poland made a
payment, but I do not recall how much. About a year ago they made
a payment on account of interest. :

T stgr Reep. But did they not make that out of moneys they got
rom us

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. As I understand it; no.

Senator REep. How much was it ?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. 1 could not say.

Senator REep. Was it large or small ? A

Assistant Secretary WADsworTH. It was small. The bulk of this
money was paid out of advances made by this Government.

Senator Reep. Do not your records show in every instance whether
that is true ornot? When you let a country have money, did you not
ascertain the purpose for which it was advanced ¢ :

Assistant Secretary WADSwoRTH. I looked that up and found a
statement that in advancing meney to these nations one of the needs
of the nations that was taken into consideration was the fact that they
were to pay interest upon the loans from this Government.

Senatgr EED. You have some correspondence about that, have
you not : )

Assistant SecretaanAnswonm. Presumably we have. I have
never looked into that. It is a very voluminous correspondence,
showing everything that went back and forth between these Govern-
ments as to what their needs were.

Senator REED. Where is that correspondence ?

Assistant Secretary WADswWORTH. I presume it is all in the Treas-

urgenator Reep. Why have they not been produced? We have
called through the Judiciary Committee repeat.edli for all this corre-
spondence, and, finally, five or six great boxes were brought over there.
now find that the general correspondence was not in those boxes;
that there is correspondence with reference to particular nations, but
the general correspondence has still been withheld from this committee
and from the Judiciary Committee. Now s{ou say there is a state-
ment, and a very voluminous statement, showing the purposes for
whlchhthls'money was advanced. Why do you not bring that state-
ment here
Assistant Secretary WAapsworta. Well, I am not familiar with,
that, Senatpr Reed. .
Senator REED. Who is? S°m°b°d,th’s' :
Assistant Secretary WanswortH. These nations, as I understand
it, went to what was called the ﬁ.‘h‘wr‘l purchasing committee which
handled all these purchases. They carried on negotiations with
that committee for certain matérial that they wanted, and then the
Treasury advanced the money from time to time to meet the liabili-
ties that were incurred in purchasing through that general committee.
Senator REED. Who composed the general purc committee ?
Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. That I could not say. It
was an interallied committee that sat here in W .
Senator REED. Who does know about that? .
Assistant Secretary Wapsworta. I could find out about it very

easily. I was not here at that time.
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Senator REEp. What has that general purchasing committee got
to do with the question of the payment of interest ¢

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Nothing, except that the needs
for money by these nations were created part:Loby that Eenera.l
purchasing committee, largely by them; but artly by the
necessity for aym'i interest; and the Treasury took into consid-
eration 1n mal‘c’ing ese advances the fact that the nations needed
money to pay interest. So that substantially all this interest can
be taken as having been peid out of advances by the Treasury. -

Senator Reep. I understand that, but I want to find out what it
was advanced for. I have been spending now part of my v
valuable time for about three months to ascertain that very simple
fact. You say there is a comprehensive statement qhowing what
these moneys were paid for, and then you introduce into the sub-
" ject matter a purchasing committee, but a purchasing committee
could not have had anything to do with the payment of interest.
If there is such a statement as you have referred to, why is it not
broqg%nt here and laid down on this table so that this committee can
see it

_ Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. I. did not say “a comprehen-
sive statement.” I think I said a very voluminous statement. I
imagine it would be necessary to go through all the recdrds of that

urchasing committee which carried on all the interallied purchasing
ere.

Senator REED. Are there not data in the Treasury Department
which will show us—let us take Great Britain, for instance—the
amounts of money that it received at various times, the purposes
for which Great Britain said it was going to employ those particular
moneys, and the estublishment of a credit to meet those amounts?
Is there any such statement ? .

Assistant Secretary WApswoRrTH. I have never looked into that.
I do not know. S

Senator REep. Does Mr. Heffelfinger, the gentleman who is
sitting here at my left, know about it ?

Mr. HEFFELFINGER. We would have to go through the boxes that
pell"tl(liil‘l_ to Great Britain and look at every letter to see what they
asked for. ,

Senator REED. There is nothing in your books to show what this
money was advanced for? Were the books kept in such shape down
there that when there was a large sum of money paid out of the
Treasury an entry was not made in the books to show the purpose for
which the money was paid out? Does it contain a lot of scraps of
paper dumped into boxes? Is that the way the Treasury keeps its
accounts? .

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. I am not familiar with the way
in which they arrived at the amounts of the credits or debits.

Senator REED. Is there any human being that can go through
those files and give us a statement of these loans and advances, when
they were made and what they were made for?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Oh, I have no doubt of that.

Senator REeD. I would like to have, Mr. Chairman, just that kind
of a statement, and I would like to have the correspondence produced
uion which those advancements were made, which will disclose the
whole purpose of an advancement or a commitment. I say to the
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chairman of this committee that the records of the Judiciary Com-
mittee will show. that repeated efforts were made to secure this in-
formation. It does not seem to be able to get it. I am sure that
the present Secretary of the Treasury can get it for us and will
get it for us. '

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. May I refer, Mr. Chairman. to
Exhibit 26 in the Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasurz,
a_pgearin on page 338, which shows the particulars of credits estah-
lished and the expenditures under the heading, ‘ Munitions, including
remounts; munitions for other Governments, exchange and cotton
purchases, cereals, other foods, tobacco, other supplies, transporta-
tion,* shipping, reimbursements, interest, maturities, relief, silver,
food for northern Russia, purchases from neutrals, special credit
against credits to be established for United States Government war
purchases in Italy, and miscellaneous.” It sets forth the exact
amounts and for what dpurposes they were expended.

Senator Reep. I find on page 338 a table headed ‘Summary of
credits established in favor of orei%x Governments, advances made
to them, and expenditures reported by them for period April 6, 1917,
to November 1, 1920.” In the first column, opposite the word
‘“Interest,” are the figures $730,504,176.91. Does that indicate that
we advanced to them to pay their interest $730,504,176.91 ¢

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. I presume it does.

Senator Reep. That only brought us up to November 1, 1920.
Can you tell us whether there has been money since that time ad-
vanced to pay interest ?

Assistant &cretary WapsworTH. Very little, if any. I should
have to look it up. Substantially, the interest payments stopped in
the spring of 1919. . .

Senator REep, Will you not give us a_statement showing the
exact amount of money that was advanced by this Government to

ay interest to each government, the exact amount of interest paid
y each government, the exact amount of interest in default by each
government, all on one little piece of paper so we can have it before us ¢

Assistant Secretary WapaworTn. I think that is in this statement
here. I should have to take those figures and assemble then: with
these. I have just read the figures of dclmctuent interest and the .
interest paid, and there are the figures of the amounts which we
advanced for interest. . .

Senator REep. There are items carried out here, but they do not
cover Poland.. Poland uppears to be omitted from this table. It
agg:am to be omitted from practically all of these tables, so far as I
observe

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. Poland received no money under
the Liberty loan act, as I understand it. Poland’s advances were
under the relief act and the authority to sell war materials. '

Senator REep. Well, they got some nioney. -

hSel?ator WaTsoN. From the United States Grain Corporation, 1
think.

The CaHARMAN. We are safe in assuming that the payments of
interest have been few and far between.

Senator SMoor. There were $720,000,000 of it.

The CuairMaN. The money we have advanced they have bheen
paying back.
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Senator SMoor. Congress authorized an advance to these people
to assist in the war of $10,000,000,000.

Senator [.A FoLLETTE. It never authorized the advancement of
money to pay interest, and we have no opinion from any legal author-
ity anywhere that that is authorized or ever has heen authorized.

Senator REen. Mr. Chairman, T do not want to interrupt Senator
La Follette in the course of his examination-—-

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Go right ahead.

Senator REED. But since we are on this point may T call the -
attention of the committee—— '

The CHAIRMAN. May I call your attention for a moment, first, to
the fuct that I want to extend, so far as I have any jurisdiction in this
matter, the greatest latitude to this examination, but this committee
is getting verv much crowded: the tariff bill will be in our possession
on Friday, and we can not make this examination, interesting as it
mayv be, Interminable.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. It can be shortened up a good deal, Mr.
Chairman, if the documents and papers that we are asking for are
brought here and brought here in such form as will make it possible
for us to proceed with this examination,

The Cruamyan. I do not think there can be anv fair eriticism made
when any paper that 1s obtainable is furnished the day following the
one on which the request is made for it.

Senator REeD. T do not think there can he any fair criticism made
of the present Secretary of the Treusury, but the point I wanted to
call attention to is this: I find here nn page 58 of the annual report of
the Secrctary of the Treasury for the fiscal year ended June 30,.1920,
. this statement, and I would like to get it cleared up:

The Liberty hond acts which authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to acquire
foreign obligations also suthorized him to exchange them into long-time obligations
bearing a rate of interest not lees than that borne by the demand instruments.

That, I think, is an incorrect statement, but let it go. .

The acts provide that the former shall be in such form and terms
as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. In the early autumn
of 1919, the Treasury informed the treasuries of the European Gov-
ernments to which it had made advances that it was prepared, in
case they so desired, to discuss with them the exchange of the demand
notes for long-time obligations, and in that connection the deferring
of interest collection during the reconstruction period of two or
three years from the spring of 1919. Public announcement of the
position of the Treasury was made on September 26, 1919. The
considerations which moved the Treasury with regard to deferring
the collection of interest were set forth in the following letter from
the Secretaﬁr of the Treasury to the chairman of the Committee on
Ways and Means of the House of Representatives:

WasHINGTON, December 18, 1919.

My Dear CoNaressMAN: On Octobe 9 last I senttﬁvou a copy of a fublip statement
made by me on the 26th of September relative to the obligations of ‘oreign Govern-
ments held by the United States Government, and also a copy of a letter written by
me on October 9 to Senator Penrose in reply to a letter from him requesting informa-
tion concerning the extension of the interest on such loans. In that statement and
in my letter to Senator Penrose I explained the policy which the Treasury proposed
to adopt in respect to the funding of the demand obligations of foreign Governments
now held by the United States into long-time obligations, and the funding during the
reconstruction period of two or three years of the interest on such obligations. Not-
withstanding my public announcement of September 26 and the controlling reasons
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which prompted the Treasury to adopt this policy, it a from statements which
have been made lately in Congrees alx)ld ehegv‘inher{ thatp ere atill exists 4 misunder-
standing in respect to this question. Some of the statements to the effect that it
is the duty of our Government, notwithstanding the present grave derangement
of foreign exchanges, to insist upon immediste payment of interest amounting to
about $475,000,000 a year, indicate & tqndenc& to overlook certain aspects of the
a‘ueation aund a failure to grasp the meaning of the present position of the finances of

e world. While the Treasury favors such an arrangement, it does not favor the
cancellation and, indeed, has no power to cancel any portion of the interest or prin-
cipal. The collection in dollars of this interest under present circumstances would
be no less disastrous to American interests than to the interest of our debtore.

The loans to foreign Governments were made, as provided by Congees in April,
1917, for the purpose of mistinmbem in the prosecution of the war. Our entry into
the war made it necessary for this Government to call upon the American people for
vast sums of money for its own war purposes. In order to obtain such funds it was
neceseary substantislly to close out the natural markets to all other borrowings, but,
‘at the same time, it became most important that our associates in the war should
‘able to obtain in greater amounts than theretofore the supplies which they required
'lllg wlu%hf wet l:lone could ‘fmmah' . ¢ v mad

xcept for the purpose of meeting commitments for war purposes previous e
with the knowledge of the Treasury, the Treasury has, sinog last Apl?il, aubstuyntinlly
discontinued the establishment of credits in favor of foreign Governments. The pro-
gmnt ;uthorized by Congrees for foreign loans was therefore substantially ended eight
monthe ago.

N At almost thel mfn}lex time the foreign Got}rlernments of th(fai:h own accl:)rd, and with the
earty approval of the Treasury, ceased the ¢ ing " of their exchanges.

These necessary steps by the United States mury and the treasuries of our asso-
ciates, in the endeavor to reduce governmental financial activity and to return trade
and finance to normal channels, have been reflected in the great drop which has taken
place in the foreign exchanges.

With the ending of the war and of the program of our loans to foreign Governments,
it was eonsideretf approf‘)riate, in accordance with the authority conferred by the
Liberty hond acts, to take up with those Governments the funding of the demand
obligations now held by the United States into long-time obligations; and in view of
the fact that, as indicated by the state of the foreign exchanges, the recounstruction of
Europe hasnot fmceeded to a point where Europe can even yet paﬂaby exports for its
necessary food, it was considered by the 'l‘reamuz most expedient that as a part of the
general funding arrangement provision should he made for deferring and spreading
ov:ll;:e;ater period the payment of interest which would accrue during the next two

-or years.

At the time of writing exchanges of the principal allies are quoted as follows:

Sterling, 3.86, or at a discount of 20.7 per cent.

Francs, 10.23, or at a discount of 49.4 per cent.

Lire, 12.75, or at a discount of 59.4 per cent.

Belgian francs, 9.97, or at a discount of 48 per cent.

Under these circumstances an impenetrable barrier exists which makes it imprac-
ticable for those Governments to pay in dollars the amount of interest due from them
to the United States. This involves no question as to the solvency or financial respon-
sibility of those Governments, nor a failure to raise funds by loans and taxes from their
po:xle and a corresponding burdening of our people, but results from the condition
of the foreigh exchange market. If the Governments of the Allies were to raise imme-
diately by taxes and loans the whole of their debt to us, those taxes and loans would
produce only sterling, francs, and lire, and those foreign currencies would not furnish
one additional dollar of dollar exchange because conditions are not such as to permit
those currencies now to he converted into dollars. The United States Treasury has
1o use at the present time for any considerable amounts of these currencies 2nd could
not afford to accumulate large idle foreign balances. . .

. If the Treasury does not defer the collection and thus adds to the present difficulties
in the financial and economic rehabilitation of the world by demanding an immediate
cash payment of interest before the industry and trade of Europe has an opportunity to
revive, we should not only make it impossible for Europe to continue needed pur-
chases here and decrease their ultimate capacity to pay their deht to us, but should
hinder rather than help the reconstruction which the world should hasten. A nation
can liquidate its foreign debt only by the accumulation of foreign credit, which may
be accomplished through an excess trade balance, invisible exchange iters, the
creation of credits by loans, or by the export of gold. Until our associates in the war,
whoee manufacture and trade suffered so much more than ours, have had an oppor-
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tunity to resume normal, industrial, and commercial activities, they have not the
exports with which to pﬁ the interest due on our obligations and could. make such
ymenta onl{ by the shipment of gold or by obtaining dollar loans in the United
tates. The loans which the Allied Governments have so far been able to place in
our markets have not been sufficient to correct the situation. I can not believe that
anyone would consider it equitable or wise, in the present circumstanaces, for us to
require peyment in gold, of which we already have enough, when the payment of
one year's interest alone would exhaust about 50 {;er cent of the gold reserves of our
debtors. While I fully realize the desirability of collecting this interest and of de-
creasing at once by a corresponding amount the taxes which we must collect, I should
be most reluctant, without specific instructions from Congress to the contrary, to
demand the immediate payment of interest which would not only seriously retard the
economic restoration of those countries without which they will be unable to pay the
interest and principal of their debt to us, but which would also destroy their power
to make needed purchases in our markets.

My advisers are firmly of the vpinion that in connection with and as a part of the
general funding of the demand obligations into time obligations I am duly authorized
under the Liberty loan acts to spread over subsequent years the interest which would
accrue during the reconstruction period of, eay, two or three years, and to include
such amounts in the time obligations. If, however, the Ways and Means Committee
of the House, which shared with the Secretary of the Treasury the initial responsi-
bility for the Liberty loan acts, should question my power 8o as to act, I shall he
pleased to have you soinform me at once, in order that I may lay before your committee
a proposal for further enabling legislation.

Cordially yours,
CARTER GLASS,

Hon. Joseru W. FoRDNEY, .

House of Representatives. . .

Following that is this comment, which appears on page 61 of the
Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury:

The Committee on Ways and Means replied that there was in it4 opinion no legiela-
tive bar to the procedure proposed. Negotiations looking to the exchange and, in
"that connection, the deferring of interest collections were undertaken in W on.
They were continued in Europe in the fall of 1919 and the spring of 1920 by Albert
Rathbone, then Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and will be concluded in Wash-
ingtqn. 1 trust that they will be completed in the near future.

In that connection I call attention to the reply of Mr. Fordney.

Senator WaTsoN. When was this, Senator? i

Senator REED. The Secretary’s letter, which I have just read, is
dated December 18, 1919. I call attention to a copy which I have
been furnished, and which I think is authentic, of Mr. Fordney’s
reply, dated January, 1920.

Hon. CARTER Grass,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D, C.

Dear MR. SECRETARY: With refereuce to your letter of December 18, 1919, in
regard to the collection of interest on foreign loans, the question of the authority of
the Secretary to grant extensions for the time of such interest payment was under dis-
cussion this morning at a meeting of the Committee on Ways and Means. Every
exg:ession of opinion scemed to indicate that at the time of the enactment of .the
Liberty loan acts no thought was given to the possibility of suspension of interest
payments, and that there was no intention on the part of Congress to grant or imply
such authority to the Secretary. Therefore, as chairman of the committee, I have the
honor to request you and your legal advisers to appear before the committee to furnish
additional information. It is advisable that the hearing be arranged at an early date,
and I suggest Thursday or Friday morning of this week, should either of those dates
meet your convenience. I further request that action by the Secretary or his agents
looking to the suspension or extension of interest payment of foreign oblizations be
deferred until the question of the Secretary’s authority so to act has been determined.

Awaiting your reply, I am,

Cordially, yours,
J. W. ForDNEY,

50041—21—pT 4——3
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Senator LA FOLLETTE. I beg your pardon, Senator; what is the
date of that letter? ‘

Senator REED. January 19, 1920. _

Senator LA FoLLETTE. The first question I asked in this investiga-
tion was directed to Secretary Mellon, and was a request for the
e‘l;oductlon of that very letter. In response to my question Mr,

adsworth intervened and said, “I think this is it,”” handing a letter
to Secretary Mellon, and Secretary Mellon said, “ Yes,” and another
letter was put into the record here. I am very glad, indeed, to have
that letter. It was the very point at which I wanted to start my
inquiry.

nator REED. I came by this copy in this way: I asked my
secretary to inquire from members of the committee of the House

what had transpired, and he brought me this copy of the letter. I

do not want to state it positively, but my understanding is that he

ﬁot it from Mr. Fordney or Mr. Kitchin. I can find out exactly where
e got 1t.

" nator LA FoLLETTE. Well, if it is the letter, that is the important
thing.

Segnator REED. I want now to ask the question, Was the interest
on these loans extended by any order of the Treasury, to your
knowledge?

GlSecgeta.ry MEeLLoN. Is not that stated in that report of Secretary
ass A
Senator REED. He states that the matter is to be taken up, but I

do not think he says that it has been accomplished. He says that he

got the authority from the Ways and Means Committee, which is a

singular authority, and then he sa{s that the negotiations have been

taken up, and “I trust that they will be completed in the near future.”

Now, I want to know if they were completed and, if so, on what terms

and conditions and what papers were passed with reference to them.

Assistant Secretary WADsworTH. They were not completed.

Senator REED. They never were completed ?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. The negotiations, you mean, with
the foreign countries ?

Senator REED. Yes.

Assistant Seécretary Wapsworta. No.

Senator REED. So there never has been an extension up to this
date or an agﬁrgement to postpone ? .

Senator OLLETTE. Did you say “No” to that question, Mr.
Wadsworth ¢ .

Assistaht Secretary WADswoRTH. There never has been any formal
extension.

Senator La FoLLETTE. Well, formal or informal.

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. I understand that there has
been no formal extension. .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Well, do you understand that there has been
an informal extension ¢ . )

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. The interest has not been paid.

Senator REED. Has there been some understanding arrived at?

Assistant Secretary WansworTH. The understanding as outlined
in that letter. It was followed by a letter from Mr. Fordney, under
date of April 2, addressed to Mr. Houston, the then Secg‘etaﬁf of the
Treasurﬂ, which was read here at the first hearing on this bill, May
I read that letter?
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Scnator REED. Yes.
Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. It says:

Referring further to my letter to your predeccssor under date of January 19, 1920—
That is the letter you have just read, I presume.

Senator REED. Yes. )

Assistant Secretary WabsworTH (continuing):
wherein 1 undertook to express the opinion of the members of the Ways and Means
Committee that, at the time of the enactment of the Liberty loan acts, no thought was °
given to the possibility of the suspension of interest payments on foreign loans and
that there was no intent on the part of Congress to grant or imply such authority to the
Secretary, T am instructed by the committee to state that upon further investigation
a majority of the committee are of the opinion that there is no legislative bar to your
proceeding with the extension plan last rubmitted by you to the committee, although
such contingency was not in the mind of the committee at the time the legislation
authorizing foreign loans was framed.

With reference to the policy of the plan. the committee feels that in anch matters as
these, where no legislation is pending, it is not in accordance with the best practice
that standing committees of Congress should express an opinion or advise executive
departments as to the course to be pursued.

n the light of the foregoing. therefore, I will be pleased to have you consider my
letter of January 19, 1920, as withdrawn.

Very truly, yours,
J. W. ForonEy, Chairman,

Senator REED. That is, they refused to express an opinion ?

Assistant Secretary WADsSwoRTH. They withdrew that letter of
January 19, 1920. oo .

Senator REep. What I want to get at is this: Is there any under-
standing, express or implied, which in any way obligates us to extend
this interest, or that would embarrass us in any way in insisting upon
the payment of the interest ? )

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I would like the Secretary to
answer that question. ) o

Secretary MeLLON. I think there was an understanding in these
negotiations, so far as they proceeded. While they were not con-
cluded, there was that understanding that for two or three years this
mteg;est would not be insisted upon, but would be deferred and ex-
tended.
¢ Scnator Reep. Is that, Mr. Mellon, in correspondence in any

orm?

Secretary MELLON. You will notice in the annual report of Secre-
tary Houston he makes that statement, that that was the understand-

ing. .

%enator Reep. But outside of the report of the Secretary, were
there any papers, any correspondence, anything passing between
these Governments or their representatives that in any way obli-
gated this Government, morally or otherwise, to extend these loans ?

Secretary MELLON. I believe in the negotiations that were carried
on they virtually conceded that the interest to that extent could not
be insisted on. L

Senl?;;or REeED. Were those negotiations in writing or by word of
mout.

Secretary MeLLON. The negotiations wer carried on orally, but
there were notes made of the conversations from time to time.

Senator REED. Where are those notes ¢

Secretary MELLON. I believe Mr. Wadsworth can answer that
question.
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Assistant Secretary WADSwWORTH. I think they are among the

papers there.
he CaarRMAN. What papers, Mr. Wadsworth ?

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. The papers that were sent to the
Judiciary Committee. May I read this statement, Mr. Chairman ¢

Senator REED. Let usstick to this point.

Senator 1.o FoLLETTE. These are only copies, as I understand it.
Have you the originals§  You say you think they are here

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. 1 am not femiliar with what is
in those cases. They were sent up here as being a complete re-
sponse——

poSenatm* LA ForLETTE. You know that there was a memorandum
made of those conversations, do you not ¢

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. Excuse me; I did not hear that
question.

Senator LA FoLLeTTE. You know that there was & memorandum
made of the conversations with regard to the extension of this interest
payment, do you not {

Assistant Secretary WApswoRrTH. Yes; I think there were letters
exchanged during the negotiations for the refunding.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. But the Sccretary has just stated that
those negotiations, as he understands it, were oral, but that they were
afterwards reduced to a memorandum. You did not hear that state-
ment from him, did you? He just made it a moment ago. -

Asgsistant Secretary WApsworTH. There were memoranda made of
the conversations as they went along.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Where are those memoranda ?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. They are all in those boxes §

Senator LA ForLLETTE. The original memoranda or copies ?

Assistant Secretary WansworTH. Copies.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Then, you have the originals ¢

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. Presumably we have.

Senator LA FoLLerTE. Will you produce them and save us the
trouble of wading through four chests here and spending days hunt-
ing for that data? Why can not you produce the data right here
upon the call of this committee at once? )

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. We can produce it right from
those files. .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. It was a very definite arrangement, was it
not? It provided for the extension of interest payments up to April,
1922, did it not ?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. As I understand it, it never
bound anybody; it was a negotiation which went on with the dis-
tinct understantiing that neither side was in any way bound by it.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. The Secretary has just testified here that
he thinks there was such an understanding as.outght to be binding.
“Legally or morally” was the way the Senator from Missouri pre-
sented the question. You do not agree with that. But if you will
produce the memoranda here which cover those conversations, you
will give this committee an opportunity to form its own opinion on
the matter.

The CuairMaN. Mr. Heflelfinger, can you open that chest and get
the memoranda now ¢

-. Mr. HEFFELFINGER. I think so.
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Senator REED. I do not understand—and I want'to say this in all
kindness—why this committee has got to proceed with a corkscrew
in inquiries of this kind. I do not understand why a straightforward
statement can not be made and the papers produced. I have ex-
amined a good many’ witnesses in 35 or 40 years of law practice, and
I do not understand why this is not stated to us just as it is.

Senator CurTIS. You realize, do you not, that Mr. Wadsworth was
not in the Treasury Department at the time¢ He has been there
only a few months. He has not had time to go over these papers.

Senator REED. I should like to say that 1 have the papers here, ’
and if you will give me suflicient time I can find them.

The CunatrMan. Well, bring them here.

Se{‘u;tor WaLsu. How long have you been in office, Mr. Wads-
worth ¢

Assistant Sceretary WapsworTH. Since March. May I make a
statement, Mr. Chairman ?

The CHAIRMAN. Permit Mr. Wadsworth to have an opportunity to
make a statement.

Assistant Secretary Wapswortit. I think at our first hearings I
described these negotiations that went on between Mr. Rashbone and
Mr. Blackett in Lur(()fe. Those negotiations were partly by letter
and partly verbal. Qut of them grew the suggested arrangement
as outlined in that letter that was just read, which appears in the
Secretary’s annual report. The letters and the memoranda which
grew out of those conferences have all been sent up here and are now
there in proper form and in exactly the sequence and the way in
which they were filed in the Treasury Department, every single
document. ‘

Senator REep. Then, let us have them.

Assistant Secretary WADsworTH. And they have been here now
since last February, I think.

Senator REED. Let us have them now. Can you find them?

The CHAIRMAN. Let Mr. Heffelfinger produce any paper called for
out of these chests. )

Secretary MELL.ON. Senator Reed, while those are being produced,
I would like to state that this report of Secretary Houston refers to -
this understanding that we spoke of. Mr. Wadsworth has that report.

Senator REep. All right.  What is that page, Mr. Wadsworth, that
you are goingezo read from? L ]

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. As to the situation with regard
to the interest ? :

Senator REED. Yes. '

Assistant Secretary Wapsworth. Page 58.

Senator Reep. Well, that is the page 1 read from.

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. You have read that.

In the eatly autumn of 1919 the Treasury informed the treasuries of the Furopean
Governments to which it had made advances, that it was prepared, in care they so
desired, to discuss with them the exchange of the demand notes for long-time obliga-
tions, and in that connection the deferring of interest collection during the recon-
struction period of two or three yeats from the spring of 1919,

Now, that was done during these negotiations which Mr. Rathbone

carried on in Paris. ) ) )
Secretary MELLON. Which, you will ohserve, is a statement to
those governments that their interest will be deferred. That is the

understanding to which I referred.
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Senator WATsON. Let me ask you this question, Mr. Secretary:
Whatever Secretary Houston may have said or done or thought, and
whatever Secretary Glass may have said or done or thought in con-
nection with this proposition, do you consider yoursef hound hy
those understandings to extend this interest payment period ?

Secretary MELLON. When representation was made-by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury to the foreign Governments that they could
regard that interest as being deferred, I consider that the Government
of the United States is under obligation to defer it.

Senator WaTsoN. That is what I want to get at. Have you had
any correspondence with any of the chancellors of European Govern-
ments with regard to that question ?

Secretary MELLON. Only the letter to the British ambassador,
which was brought here, giving him the status of the British claims.

Senator REgp. Where is that letter ?

Senator WaTsoN. May I proceed for a minute?

Senator REED. Well, let us get that letter.

Senator Warsua. And I suppose he wants to add also the conversa-
tion which was referred to yesterday.

Senator WATsoN. What else beside this letter of which you spoke
and this statement with regard to those understandings have you in
th«la. Tl;easury upon which to base your decision as to your future
policy

Secretary MELLON. What is that? ’

Senator WATsoN. You say you have a letter here, to which you
just now referred.

Secretary MELLON. That is a letter to the British ambassador,
giving him a statement of the British indebtedness.

Senator WaTsoN. When was that letter written and by whom
and to whom?

Secretary MewLoN. Mr. Wadsworth has it there.

Senator REED. Let us have the letter read.

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. The letter was written cn Ma
11, 1921, by the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Mellon, to the Britis
ambassador.

The CHAIRMAN. Wait a moment. Senator Reed wants it read.

Senator Reep. Yes.

The CrarrMAN. Will you read tho letter, Mr. Wadsworth, and let
it be printed in the record ¢

Senator WATsoN. Read it if it has in it any statement as to what
Kour policy would be with reference to this extension of time. If it

as nothihg to do with that, there is no use in reading it. .

Senator LA FoLLerTE. It bears upon this subject and I would like
to have it produced. )

The CuarrMaNn. Let it be read and printed in the record. I am in
favor of disclosing the truth, but not in favor of prolixity or delay.
I want to get the truth as rapidly as we can and expose it in all its
nakedness.

Senator Reep. That suits me.

The Cuamrman. There is no one that abhors autocratic secret
methods relating to Government more than I do.

Senator Reep. Unless it is L.

Secrotary MeLLoN. On refreshinﬁ my memory as to the letter, I
do not see anything referring to the question of deferring interest.
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It is a letter giving to the British ambassador a statement of the
claims, the conditions of the indebtedness up to this time, and re-
ferring to the negotiations which had been held.

Senator Reep. That would be very illuminating on the whole
question. Let us have the letter.

The CHAIRMAN. Read the letter, Mr. Wadsworth, please.

(Assistant Secretary Wadsworth thercupon read the letter of May
11, 1921, from the Secretary of the Treasury to the British ambassador
which will be found printed in full as “ Wadsworth Exhibit No. 2,”
at the end of* to-day’s hearing.)

Senator REED. Are those documents attached to that letter?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTi. They are all attached.

Senator WarsoN. There is nothing with regard to the extension
of intorest payment, Mr. Secretary ?

Secretary MeLLoN. No.

Senator WaTtsoN. Have you had any communication of any kind
from any of the officials of any of the countries of Europe that owe
us money with regard to the extension of interest payment ?

Secretary MELLON. No.

Senator WaTtsoN. Have you written any letters or had any sort of
understanding with them verbally with regard to an extension of
payment of interest ? '

Secretary MeLLON. No.

Senator WATsoN. A while ago you said that if these understand-
ings had been had hitherto by previous Secretaries of the Treasury,
or either of them, with regard to the extension of payment of interest
you would be bound by those understandil:f{s. Vehat evidence have
you in your department of such understan me?

Secretary MELLON. There is a statement of the Secretary of the
Treasury that such representations have heen made to these Gov-
ernments, and that they were advised that if they so desired. this
interest would be deferred. :

Senator REep. On that——

Senator WATSON. Wait a minute. One at a time,

Senator REgn. I want to get that statement clear.

Senator WaTtsoN. That is what I want to do. You say that the
Secretary of the Treasury said that statements had been made of
that character. Who muade those statements and what evidences
are there in writing of those statements ?

Secretary MELLON. I do not know, other than those memoranda
of the negotiations. .

Senator WATsoN. You have not looked them up, then?

Secretary MELLON. No.

Senator WAaTsoN. So that this statement made by the Secretary
of the Treasury, Mr. Houston, that Mr. Wadsworth has read from
is the only evidence of that kind that you have, is it.

Secretary MeLLox. I would not be sure that there is not other
evidence. I rather think there is.

Senator WaTtsoN. Have you seen those memoranda, Mr. Wads-
worth, to which Mr. Houston refers, the memoranda accompanying
the conversations with regard to the extension of interest when these
people mot to discuss the matter.

Assistant Secretary WavsworTi. They are right here. Here they
are.
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Senator WaTsoN. You have them here ? ,

i Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. This is the result of their nego-
1ations.

Senntor WaTsoN. Attached to the letter?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. Yes. .

Senator WATsoN. Then, what is Mr. Heffelfinger looking up in
these boxes ? .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. This is only the correspondence, is it not ?

Senator WaTsoN. This is the correspondence.

Senator LA FoLrLerTE. But have you attached to ‘the letter of
Secretary Mellon as one of the matters referred to the memorandum
made of the verbal conversation ?

Assistant Secretary WansworTH. No; those are all in these files.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. You have seen that memorandum, have
you?not, and you have_ the original of it in your possession, have you
not

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. As these negotiations went
on——-

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Just answer that question.

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I am not quite sure as to which
memorandum you refer.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I mean the memorandum that embodied
the conversations that had been had. .

Assistant Secretary WADsworTH. I was going to say that as these
conversations went on Mr. Rathbone wrote and telegraf)hed freellyl'lto
the Treasury here, and all those letters and all those cab) which
constitute the memoranda of those conversations are here now in
these boxes.

. Senaatgr Reep. But there is attached to a letter which you have
ust read——

! Senator LA FoLLETTE. Before he leaves that—if you will pardon
me, Senator Reed—was there embodied in that—for convenience I
will call it 2 commitment—made by Secretary Houston—was there
embodied a plan for taking up the accrued interest, a definite plan,
something like this: One-thirtieth the first year, one-thirtieth the
second year, onc-fifteenth the third year—

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. That is all as far as England is:
concerned. Itisin these memoranda here. This letter is based upon
the general plan which these memoranda set forth.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Just to conclude my question—one-fifteenth
the fourth year, and following that eight yearly installments of one-
twelfth, these fractions meking the complete third? Is there data
to show that there was that sort of an understanding arrived at?

Assistant Secretary WApswoRTH. I think it is in these memoranda.
I am not familiar enough with the figures. I do not know what
those figures are that you are reading from, but these memoranda
set forth the plan as outlined in this letter to Mr. Fordney for paying
up the back interest. ) .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Was there any discussion touching the
payment of the deferred interest

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I do not recall any; no.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. The suspended interest at this time amounts.
to over $40,000,000, does it not ?
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Assistant Secretary WApswoRrTH. I could not say offhand. I have
just read the amount of the suspended interest.

Senator REED. There is attached to the letter which you read here
these various documents referred to in the letter, and they form the
basis on which the letter is written. Will you let us have those
documents ? i

Assistant Secretary WapsworrH. I am filing them with the com-
mittee now.

Senator REED. May 1 see them? I want the privilege of looking-
over them a little bit, but before I do that I want to ask the Secretary
of the Treasury one question to clear up 2 matter.

The CratrMaAN. May 1 interrupt you a moment? Let the papers
be produced and identified in the stenographic notes, so that here-
after we may not engage in any altercation as to the identity of them.
Let Mr. Wadsworth state what papers he is handing to Senator Reed
at his request.

Senator REED. I will identify them. The table showing the de-
ferred interest is marked “ Wadsworth Exhibit No. 1.” is docu-
ment also shows the interest paid by the nations. ‘Wadsworth
Exhibit No. 2" is a letter dated May 11, 1921, from the Secretary of
the Treasury to the British ambassador, which was read by the
witness. The documents attached to the forﬁoin letter ake identified
as follows: Draft of May 10, “ Wadsworth Exhibit No. 3”; draft of
May 22, “Wadsworth Exhibit No. 4”; draft of April 30, ¢ Wads-
worth Exhibit No. 5”; draft of May 13, “ Wadsworth Exhibit No. 6”;
draft of May 10 (Schedule No. 1), “Wadsworth Exhibit. No. 7”;
and draft of May 18, “ Wadsworth Exhibit No. 8.” .

(The exhibits above referred to will all be found printed in full at
the close of to-day’s hearing.) '

The CuarrMAN. Have they all been produced now ?

Senator REED. I think that is all Senator La Follette called for.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. No; it is not. That third request' was
modified by a suggestion from Senator Walsh, which was added as
No. 6, “Summary of personal conversation and negotiations had by
the Secretary of the Treasury with respresentatives of foreign
Governments.”’ .

Senator CurTis. That has not been produced has it ¢

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Is that produced here ?

Assistant Secretary WADsSWORTH. Those memoranda of personal
conversations which were held are all in the form of cables or letters
which are on file in these boxes. : '
. Senator LA FoLLETTE. But they are not produced by you -here
in connection with these papers which you have before you {

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. No; not produced. They are
there now.

Senator REED, And when they are produced from the files they
will ll;e identified by the stenographer as exhibits with appropriate
numbers.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Now, the fourth and fifth requests.

Senator REED. The fourth request was for statements of all
:lllain;s of the United States against foreign Governments. Have you

at

L]
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Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. I have not. I did not quite
know how to go about getting that information except by sendi
out a general letter of inquiry to all the departments dealing wit
foreign Governments and asking them what claims they had.

Senator Curmis. I think Senator La Follette meant just those
established claims in your department.

Senator LA FOLLETTE. No; I want to ascertain the indebtedness
of every character of these Governments to this Government, and the
interest that the Senate manifested day before yesterday in that
matter in connection with the payment of the $32,000,000 from the
War De[;lartment will show that there is some basis for that informa-
tion in the minds of Senators.

Senator REED. Senator La Follette’s fifth request was for a state-
ment showing for each debtor nation the amount of total indebted-
ness and names of creditor nations with amount of each; the annual
expenditures of each debtor nation; and the annual revenues of each
debtor nation.

Have you made that tabulation ?

Assistant Secretary WADswoRrTH. I have endeavored to get in a
short time what I could. I have here statements as to the national
debts of certain nations and the budgets of certain nations. I think
the last one is for the years 1919 or 1919-20. We will endeavor to
get later information.

Senator REep. These are the documents that you produced ¢

Asgistant Secretary WapsworTH. Those are the documents.

Senator REED. Let them be marked with appropriate exhibit
numbers.

(The statement of “National debts of foreign countries” was
marked “Wadsworth Exhibit No. 9” and the “Statement of budget
statements for 1919 or 1919-20 (or as stated) of Foreign Countrics”
was marked ‘“‘Wadsworth Exhibit No. 10", both of which will be
found printed in full at the end of to-day’s hearing.)

Senator ReEEp. Now, one matter that you have not produced in
any form is that in response to request No. 4, “Statements of all
claims of United States against foreign governments.”” Will you not
endeavor to get that information and furnish it to the commitiee !

Assistant Secretary Wavsworth. I will,

The Cuamman. Has everything else been produced that was
requested to be produced ?

Senator LA FoLLerte. There are some papers being searched for
here which if found would complete it.

The CuairMax. If they are found they will cover everything ex-
cept the claims of this Government against certain foreign nations?

Senator Reep. I think we are approaching the getting of these
documents now, but before we pass from it [ want to give the Secre-
tary of the Treasury an opportunity to clear up one matter. Mr.
Secretary, I thought you stated that there was an agreement to
ggstpone the.payment of this interest set out in the roport of the

cretary of the Treasury of 1920. [ presume the Secretary refers
to this language:

In the early autumn of 1919, the Treasury informed the treasuries of the European
Governments to which it had made advances that it was prepared, in case they eo
desired, to discuss with them the exchange of the demand notes for long-time obli-

getions, and in that connection the defemnﬁ of interest collection during the recon-
struction periods of two or three years from the spring of 1919,
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That refers merely to a discussion of the deferring of the interest
in connection with taking the long-time obligations. A little later
on it is stated: :

They (the ('onversationé) were continued in Furope in the fall of 1919 and the
spring of 1920 by Albert Rathbone, then Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and will
be concluded in Washington, 1 trust that thev will be concluded in the near future.

I call attention to that language because clearly it shows that the
negotiations had not been concluded, nor an agreement made. Was
that the matter contained in the report that you referred to in your-
previous answer ? .

Secretary MELLON. That is the report, and in addition to that you
understand these conversations that were carried on recognized that
understanding that the interest could be deferred by these govern-
ments. They took that for granted, as I understand it.

Senator SMoot. Let me call your attention to a statement made by
Senator Glass on the floor last week, Senator Reed, when the question
arose as to whether the Secretary of the Treasury had the authority
to extend the interest. This is what Senator Glass answered:

Mr. President, I do not take the view which has heen expressed by the Senator
from Utah (Mr. Smont), and concurved in bv the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Robinson)
an to the anthority of the Secretary of the Treasury under existing law. | It is my view
that the Secretary of the Treasury, under existing law, has full authority to fund the
indehtedness of foreign nations to this Government, including accrued interest to
date. So faras 1 know, it has hever hefore been questioned that the Secretary of the
Treasurv has full power to fund the principal of foreign obligations to this Government,
The only question that arore in the discussion of the matter was as to the accrued
interest. On the 18th day of December, 1919, when 1 happened to he Secretary of
the Treasurv, I addressed a letter to the hairman of the Ways and Means Committee
of the House of Representatives, a copv of which 1 transmitted to the chairman of the
Finanre Committee of the Senate.  The concluding paragraph of that letter reads
as follows:

“My advisers”—

That is, the legal advisers of the Secretary of the Treasury— .
“‘are firmly of the opinion that in connection with and as a part of a general funding
of the demand obligations into time obligations 1 am duly authorized under the
Liberty loan acts to spread over subrequent years the interest which would accrue
during the reconstruction period of, say, two or three years, and to include such
amounts in the time obligations, 1f, however, the Ways and Means Committee
of the House, which shared with the Secretary of the Treasury the initial respon-
sibility for the Liberty loan acts, should question my power g0 to act, I shall be pleased
to have you so inform me at once, in order that I may lay hefore your committee a
proposal for further enabling legislation.

“Cordially, yours,
“CARTER GLASS,

“Hon. Joseru W. FORDNEY,

 House of Representatives:”’

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury who succeeded me goes on to say—
which I know to be a fact: L. . .

“The Committee on Ways and Means replied that there was in its opinion no legis-
lative bar to the procedure prplwed.” )

And, ax a matter of fact, as will appear from the report of Secretary Houston:

“ Negotiations looking to the exchange and, in that connection, the deferring of
interest collection were undertaken in Washington. They were continued in Europe-
in the fall of 1919 and the -pring of 1920 by Albert Rathhone, then Asistant Secretary
of ¢he Treasury, and will be concluded in Washington.”

As a matter of fact, 1 think it may he determined that the present Secretary of the
Treasury took no diiferent view from that as to the major loans and accrued intevest.
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(The exhibits previously referred to are here printed in full, as

follows:)

Wapswortn ExmisiT No 1.

Statement showing obligations of foreign Governments and ¢o-called gocernments held by

the United States, inicrest accrued and unpaid thereon. up
interegt period, and interest heretofore puid on such obligations,

(o and including the last

i lr'nlterost id ?d Interest
and unpaid up to e
Coantry. | Total obligations.{ and Theluding 33:'%‘1%?:& heretofore
] last interest b * paid.
. period.

Armenia $11, 9309, 917, 40 1 NGR, 67 $12,960,786. 16 |.....cecnenueen
Aust 24,033, 708. 92 ’?3?3671.27 77,3801 .20
Belgium 375, 280, 147,37 34,007, 409. 62 409, 2%7, 557,99 | $13,014, 918 42
Cuba............ 9,025, 500.00 |.......... vesesrons ), 025, 1, 382, 360. 54
Czechoslovakia. . 91, 179, 528, 72 8, 125, 165. 24 ), 304, 304,178.09
Esthonia, 13, 999, 145.60 1, 359, 668, 37 15,388, B13.97 |.eccivveanonse
Finlend.....cccoeniviinerecaans N, 281,928, 17 508, 339, 79 80, 285,90 Jooeoniiaroerans
France...c...... 3, 350, 762, 938, 19 284, 145, 843,64 3,634, 011, N01, &3 1 139, 570, 376, 13
Great Britain. .. 4, 166, 318, 358, 44 407, 303, 283, 93 , 373,621,642, 37 . 245, 557, 185, 50
Grecce.......... 15,000,000,00 |..cooveinovacssnsses 15, 000, 000, 00 784, 153.34
ilungary...... 1,845, 835, 61 50, 575.07 1,735, 410.68 ... ovveennenes
Italy..... 1, 648, 034, 050, 90 161,078, 880,80 - 1,800, 112,931.70 | 57, 598, 852,62
Latvia. . 5, 132, 287, 14 388, 962, 52 619, 249,66 126, 266. 19
Liberia. . 26, 000, 00 1, 568, 83 27, 508, 85 #61.10
Lithuauia. 4, 981,828, 03 408, 162, 50 5,479, 790,83 !ierreirnnroones
Poland..... 133, 381, 660. 58 9,537, 443. 36 145, 499, 103, 04 t, 200, 620, 78
Rumania.. 36, 128, 494,04 3,477, 534.09 ), 608, ( 263, 313, 74
Russia..... 192, 60%, 297. 37 20, 560. 1% 218, 721, 857, 58 4, 842, 534,
ReTbiB. . vrvienracnccconeonacens 31, 153, 160. 21 4,TI8 797.79 : 5 031, 434, 059, 14

10, 141, 267, 585, 68 943, 534, 735. 99 ; 11,084, 802, 341,67 | 465, 271,688, 92

'

WapsworTH Exmsir No. 2.

Mav 11, 1921.

My DEar MR. AMBAssaADOR: In accordance with our conversation
on May 2, on the subject of exchange of obligations of the British
Government acquired and held by the Secretary of the Treasu
under authority of the Liberty loan acts for long-time obligations,
have the honor to inclose herewith copies of various memoranda pre-
pared by Mr. Rathbone in the spring of 1920 in connection with his
negotiations with Mr. Blackett in this matter, as follows:

1. Copy of draft of May 10 of memorandum entitled “ Extension of
interest payments and exchange of $4,090,818,358.44, principal
amount, of obligations of the British Government acquired and held
by the Secretary of the Treasury under authority of the Liberty loan
acts of the United States.” Notations on the face of the copy in the
Treasury files of the draft indicate that a copy thereof was handed to
Mr. Blackett on the same date, and that it was the last draft he
received of this memorandum. .

2. Copy of draft of May 22 of the above memorandum. Notations
on the face of the copy in the Treasury files of this draft indicate
that it is the latest draft; that Mr. Blackett did not receive a copy
thereof, but that it embodies points discussed with him by Mr.
Rathbone, This draft a ﬁarently developed out of conferences
between Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Blackett based on the draft of May 10.

3. Copy of draft of April 30 of memorandum regarding treatment
of certain obligations of the Governments of France, Italy, Belgium
Rumania, Serbia, and, Czechoslovakia held by the American an
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British Treasuries. This appears to be the latest draft of this
memorandum, but from notations on the face of the copg in the
Treasury files.of this draft, it appears that pages 4, 5, and 6 were
redrafted on May 3, and that a copy of the April 30 draft with these
pages so redrafted was handed to Mr. Blackett on Me?iy 5.

4. Copy of draft of May 13 of instrument entitled ““Schedule 1,
The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland 5 per cent convertible gold obligation bearing date April 15,
1919, maturing June 15, 1947. Principal amount, $577,500,000..
Series A.” Also copy of draft of May 13 of exhibits referred to in
such instrument. Notations on the face of the copy in the Treasur
files of these drafts and of the one described in the next paragrap
below indicate that a copy thereof was handed to Mr. Blackett and
that it was the last draft he received of this instrument and of the
exhibits thereto.

5. Copy of draft of May 13 of sbove instrument as thereafter
revised. A notation on the face of the copy in the Treasury files of
this revised draft indicates that the changes therein from the drafts
described in the preceding paragraph were made by Mr. Rathbone
after discussion with Mr. Blackett of such modifications, but that
the latter did not receive a copy of the draft thus altered.

6. (‘(i})y of draft of May 10 entitled “Schedule 1. The Government
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 5 per cent
convertible gold obligation bearing date April 15, 1919, prineipal
amount $1,467,500,000, Series E.”" A notation on the face of the
cosy in the Treasury files of the draft of May 10 of this instrument
indicates that a copy thereof was handed to Mr. Blackett on the
same date. On the face of such copy in the Treasury files appear
lc\}arta.in pencil alterations made by Mr. Rathbone at some time after

ay 10.

7. Copy of draft of May 13 of exhibits mentioned in the instrument
described in the preceding paragra&h. A notation on the face of the
copy in the Treasurg files of this draft indicates that a copy thereof
was handed to Mr. Blackett on the same date.

8. Copy of the draft described in paragraph numbered 6 above, as
revised by Mr. Rathbone in the manner stated in such par ayhs.'
It is not apparent whether Mr. Blackett received a copy of this draft so
revised, or whether the changes therein were discussed with him by
Mr. Rathbone.

I also inclose for the purpose of com‘pleting glour files copy of draft
of May 18 of memorandum entitled “Regarding claims by British
Treasury for reimbursement in dollars for expenditures on behalf of
France, Italy, Belgium, and C. R. B.” A notation on.the face of the
copg' in the Treasury files of this draft indicates that it is the latest
draft, and that a copy thereof was handed to Mr. Blackett on May
18. I understand that the claims of the British Treasury for reim-
bursement in dollars referred to in this memorandum have since been
settled, and it would accordingly seem that this memorandum is no
longer material in connection with the negotiations now to be re-
sumed. The inclosed copy of draft thereof is being sent to you, how-
ever, because the memorandum is referred to in the memoranduin
described in paragraph numbered 3 above, and in order that your
files on this subject may be complete.
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The discussions between Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Blackett, who had
been associated, on behalf of their respective Governments in matters
having to do with the financing of the Allies, for several years, were
most informal, and the drafts of memoranda and of forms of pro-
posed obligations were mercly a means of putting on paper, as a con-
venient basis of discussion, the suggestions of both. The papers can
not be said to have been in any sense the drafts or proposals of either,
and the fact that any provision is contained in them does not indi-
cate that either was ro[l);mred to agree to it. Although I understand
Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Blackett were close to an agreement on the
whole matter, the discussions were suspended before an agreement
was reached. Therefore, the memoranda relating to these confer-
ences which I am now bringing to your attention are merely for your
information toward facilitating further negotiations in the matter.

When, after you have had an oppertunity to examine the inclos-
ures, you should desire further discussion on this subject, I venture
to assume that you will communicate such desire.

I am, my dear Mr. Ambassador,

Very truly, yours, ,
A. W. MELLON.

The Right Honorable Sir AuckLAND GEDDES,
Ambassador Ertraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
The British Embassy, Washington, D. C.

Wapsworte Exmisir No. 3.
(Draft of May 10,)
Parr 2,
FExtension of interest payments and exchange of $4,000,818,358.44 principal amount

of obligations of the British Government acquired and held by the Secretary of
the Treasury under authority of the Liberty Loans Acts of the United States.

I.
The aggregate of British Government obligations acquired by the
Secretary of the Treasury.........cociiiiieieriironisnancnsen $4, 277, 000, 000. 00
Of which there has been repaid.......c..cocvnvviiiiiiiieiane.. 64, 164, 007. 99
Balance outstanding. . ..2.coiieiiiiiiiiieineniaiaens oo 212,835, 992. 01
Of the above principal sum there was advanced to Great Britain
for Pittmamsilver purchases, net amount. ... ........ceueve.. 122, 017, 633. 57

Teaving a balance of obligations in the principal sum of.......... 4,090, 818, 358. 44

The foregoing obligations in the principal amount of $4,090,818,358. 44 are those
dealt with in this Part 2.

- §
Of said ohligations of.................... eeeeesenereneenetaer. $9,000, 818, 368, 44
Net amount acquired under the authority of
the first Liberty Bond Act....ocvcvienannn.. $1, 155, 000, 000. 00

Net amount ac«iuired uader the authority of

Liberty Bond Acts subsequent to 1irst

Liberty Bond Act............ccoeuieennnen. 2,935, 818, 358. 44 4,000, 81IR, 358. 44

The interest on all those of the above-mentioned obligations
acquired by the Secretary of the Treasury prior to May 15, 1919, has
been paid up to but not subsequent to the following dates, one obliga-
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tion for $30,000,000 is dated May 15, 1919, and carries interest from
that date:
Draft of Moy 12.

Up to April 15, 1919, as to. . §2, 631, 789, 419. 36
Up to May 15. 1919, asto. .. 1,412, 028,938, 5§

Three obligations were $4, 061, 818, 368, 44
given subsequent to .
May 15. 1919, and no . .
interest has been paid
thereon:
May 22,1919, ...... 10, 000, 000. 00
May 29, 1919. ...... 10, 000, 000, 00
June 25. 1919....... 7, 000, 000. 00

7,000, 000. 00 $4, 090, 818, 258, 44

The following table shows the dates to which interest has been
gaid in respect to the different classes of obligations given on or
efore May 15, 1919:

April 13, 1919, May 15, 1019, Total.
1st Liberty Bond Act..... 81, 155,000,000.00 ................ $1, 155, 000, 000. 00
Subsequent Liberty DBond
Acts.iieiiiininiinanan. 1,496, 789, 419. 86 $1, 412, 028, 938. 58 2, 908, 818, 358. 44

2,661, 789,419.86¢ 1,412,028,938.58 4,063, 818, 3568. 44

In order to bring to a round figure the principal of the obligations
of the British Governnrent, the exchange of which is conten&plated
the British treasury will forthwith pay the principal of emand
obligations held by the United States Treasury in the amount of
$818,358.44, together with the interest accrued thereon at the rate
of 5 per cent to the date of payment as to $789,419.86 from April
15, 1019, and as to $28,928.58 from May 15, 1919, thus reducing the
principaf amount of such unpaid obligations to $4,090,000,000.

IIL.

The obligations to be given in exchange for the aforesaid demand
obligations egating $4,090,000,000 m principal amount are to
be 12 in number, and are to be designated as Series A, B, C, D, E, -
F,G H,1IJ, K, and L. Attached hereto as Schedules I and 1I,
respectively, are the forms of obligations Series A and Series E.
Except as otherwise indicated obligations Series B, C, and D are
to be in the form of obligations Series A, and obligation Series F, G,
H,1,J, K, and L are to be in the form of obligation Series E. :
(15 The obligations of Series A, B, C, and D are to aggregate in
principal amount the sum of $1,155,000,000, viz, the amount of
such obligations acquired by the United States under the first Liberty
lloan ac;, and are to be dated April 15, 1919, and are to mature June

5, 1947,

(@) The obligation Series A in the principal amount of $577,500,000
is to have as interest payment dates April 15 and October 15.

(b) The obligation Series B in the principal amount of $346,500,000
is to have as interest payment dates May 15 and November 15.

(c) The obligation Series C in the principal amount of $115,500,000
is to have as interest payment dates January 15 and July 15.
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(d) The obligation Series D in the principal amount of $115,500,000
is to have as interest payment dates February 15 and August 15.

(2) The obligation of Series E. F, G, H, and I are to aggregate in
principal amount $2,908,000,000 and are to mature October 15, 1938,

(a) The obligation Series E, in the principal amount of $1,467,-
500,000 is to he dated April 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest
pagmtiréts and sinking fund pav-ents are to be April 15 and Oc-
tober 15.

(0) The obligation Series F in the principal amount of $28,500,000
is to be dated April 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
gneenltg and for sinking fund payments are to be May 15 and Novem-

r 15.

(¢) The obligation Series G in the ﬁrincipal amount of $852,000,-
000 is to be dated May 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
tgnentg and for sinking fund payments are to be May 15 and Novem-

er 15.

(d) The obligation Series H in the ﬁrincipal amount of $293,500,-
000 is to be dated May 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
ments and for sinking fund payments are to be January 15 and July
15.

(¢) The obligation Series I in the principal amount of $266,500,-
000 is to be dated May 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
ants and for sinkiny fund payments are to be February 15 and

ugust 15. .

(3) The obligations of Series J, K, and L are to aggregute in prin-
cipal amount the sum of $27,000,000, are to have as dates for interest
payments and sinking fund payments February 15 and August 15,
and are to mature October 15, 1938.

(@) The obliﬁntion Series J in the principal amount of $10,000,000
is to be dated May 22, 1919.

(6) The obligation Series K in the principal amount of $10,000,000
is to be dated May 29, 1919,

(c) The obligatlon Series L in the principal amount of $7,000,000
is to be dated June 25, 1919,

IV,

The following table indicates generally the provisions of the
attached form of obligation, Series A, regarding the dates and initial
amount of interest payments and dates and amounts of sinking fund

ayments. Similar provisions in this respect are also made in the
orms attached of obligations Series B, C, and D, excopt the deferred
interest to and inclusive of the first respective interest payment date
in 1922 will aggregate in the case of obligation Series B somethin,
more than 15 per cent of the face amount of such obligation, an
accordingly the last payment of deferred interest as fixed for May 15,
1934, will be something over three-fourths of 1 per cent; and in the
case of obligations Series C and D something less than 15 per cent
of the face amounts of such respective obligations, and accordingly
the last payment of deferred interest as fixed for January 15, 1934,
and February 15, 1934, respectively, will be something under three-
fourths of 1 per cent.

.
1
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Annual Annual

interest i Annual
Interest and sinking fund payment dates. eg::f.:“" (excessto;  back t':fg"f}‘,ﬁ "‘2&‘{"

1
sinkine : interest. | .|
fund). | stalment,

[omm v ne

Per cent. !| Per cend. | Per cent, | Per cond,

Oct. 13, 1919, to Apr. 15, 1922, hoth inclusive......... ] 3years. |, cevurseiliiinnnnsss
Oct. 135, 1922, to Apr. 15, 1924, hoth inclusive. .| 2years.. 5! $loeeieoenns 5%
Oct. 13, 1924, to Apr, 15, 1926, both inclusive .| 2 yeurs.. b | D DO 6
Qct. 15, 1926, to Apr. 15, 1928, both inclusive 1 2 vears.. 51 WYleeraiiit | 6}
Oct. 15, 1928, Lo Apr. 135, 1930, both juclusive... ..| 2 vears.. 5, 1 ¥ 7
Oct. 15, 1930, to Apr. 15, 1934, both inclusive ........ 4 years.. 5 1 1, 7
Oct. 15, 1934, to Apr. 15, 1947, hoth inclusive.........[03 years.. S eeriinans 1 6

‘r

.

The following table indicates '%enerally the provisions of the
attached form of obligation Series K regarding the dates and initial
amount of interest payments and dates and amount of sinking fund
ayments. Similar provisions in this resg_i»ct, are also made in the
orms attached of obligation Series F, Gi, H, 1, J, K, and L, except
the deferred interest to and inclusive of the first respective interest
payment date in 1922 will aggregate in the case of Series F' some-
thing more than 15 per cent of the face amount of such obligation,
and accordingly the last [mymont of deferred interest as fixed for
May 13,1934, will be something over three-fourths of 1 per cent and in
the case of obligations Series H, I, J, K, and 1, something less than
15 per cent of the face amount of such respective bbligations, and
accordingly the last payment of deferred interest as fixed for Jan-
uary 15, 1934, for obligation Series I and February 13, 1934, for
obligations Series, I, J, K, and L, will be something under three-
fourths of 1 per cent.

f\'tlll"at‘ ' Annual ! Alni'(‘i"a‘ !

. Periog | Interest - Annual . sinking {400
Interest and sinking fund payment dates. v Pexeessto  back i fund !

oy covered. i iiiking ¢+ interest. install | ‘otal

U fund). ment.

Years. | Per cent. | Per cent. , Per cent. § Per cent,

Oct. 15, 1919, to Apr. 13, 1922, both inclusive......... Bloceerann.s eteeteaeee seanisarne [P
Qct. 15, 1922, to Apr. 15, 1024, both inclusive......... 5 oeor|

Oct. 15, 1924, to Apr. 15, 1926, both inclusive. .
Oct. 15, 1926, to Apr. 15, 1028, both inclusive..
Oct, 13, 1424, to Apr. 15, 1930, both inclusive. ,
QOct. 15, 1830, to Apr. 13, 1934, both inclusive.........
Oct. 15, 1934, to Apr. 15, 1935, both inclusive.........

—

LR Y ST ST

!

4
'

VI

Anything herain contained to the contrary notwithstanding, it is
distinctly understood that the Secretary of the Treasury, in the
exercise of his unrestricted discretion shall determine whether or not
the exchange of obli%a.tions contemplated by this arrangement shall
be actually made and concluded, and if he shall determine to make
such exchange the time when such exchange shall be effected. In
case the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine not to make such
exchange, then this arrangement shall cease to have any future effect
whatsoever. Nevertheless until such oxci.ange is effected or until
the Secretary of the Treasury has given notice that he is not willing

e —21—rr 40—t
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to conclude the arrangement for such exchange, neither the principal
nor the interest will be demanded on the aforementioned demand
obligations of the British Government contemplated to be exchanged’
as above provided, except only to the extent that such principal or
interest would be payable under the terms of the obligations for
which it is now contemplated that the same shall be eventually
exchanged. VI '

Notwithstanding the foregoing and the arrangements made for the
exchange of obligations and prior or subsequent to the actual cx-
change, the Sceretary of the Treasury reserves the right to meet, in
whole or in part, any claim arising from, growing out of, or relating
to the war, of the British Government, or any department or agency
thereof, against the United States Government, or any department
or agency thercof, by the surrender of obligations of the British Gov-
ernment at par and accrued interest then unpaid at the rate of 5 per
cent per annum from the date thereof, or by calling for the payment
of such obligations, together with accrued interest thereon then un-
paid, at the rate of 5 per cent per annum from the date thereof to the
extent necessary to make payment of any such claim or claims.

VIIL

It is understood that the Secretary of the Treasury has released
the British Treasury from all its obligations regarding subrogated
securities so called, as set forth in the letter of gir Hardman Lever
to Assistant Secretary of the Treasury Rathbone, bearing date
July 8, 1919, Ix

Of the demand obligations of the British Government dealt with in
this Part 2, $16,000,000 principal amount represent advances to
Creat Britain for British purchases of foodstuffs in the United States
subsequently sold by Great Britain to Austria, all in pursuance of
arraniemcn.ts for the relief of Austria made by or on behalf of the
British, United States, and other Governments. It is contemplated
that said $16,000,000 principal amount of obligations shall form as to
$8,000,000 principal amount thereof part of the demand obligations.
be exchanged for the obligation Series E in the form attached; as to
$4,800,000 principal amount thereof part of the demand obligations
to be exchanged for the obligation Series G in the form attached; as to
$1,600,000 principal amount thereof part of the demand obligations to
be exchanged for the obligation Series H in the form attached, and as
to $1,600,000 ﬁrincipal amount thereof part of the demand obliga-
tions to be exchanged for the obligation Series I in the form attached.
Notwithstanding any such exchange or the arrangements therefor the
British Government shall continue obligated to pay and to transfer to
the Secretary of the Treasury forthwith upon its receipt thereof, all
anments, whether for principal and interest received by Great

ritain on account of its participation in said measures for the relief
of Austria until said $16,000,000 principal amount, together with
interest thereon from April 15, 1919, has been thus paid in full, and to
otherwise observe and perform its obligations in respect to said
$16,000,000 advance set forth in letter from United States Commis-
sioner of Finance Norman H. Davis to Mr. J. M. Keynes of the British



REFUNDING OF OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 115

treasury dated March 29, 1919, and in subsequent correspondence
between the American and British Treasuries on the aforesaid subject.
All payments so made will be appropriately credited upon the obliga-
tions of the British Government Yl(‘l([ by the United States.

X.

If and when the Secretary of the Treasury shall give notice that
he is prepared to make the exchange of obligations hereinhefore
contemplated, such exchange will be made at the United States
Treasury, Washington, D. (., and obligations of the United Kingdom
of Gireat Britain and Ireland to the amount and in the forms herein

provided will be there delivered against the cancellation and surrender
of demand obligations of said Government in like amount.

Wapsworta Exuinit No. 4.

(Draft of May 22,)

Extension of interest rayments and exchange of $4,090,818,358.44
principal amount of obligations of the British Government ac-
quired and held by the Secretary of the Treasury under authority
of the Liberty Loan acts of the United States.

I
The azavegate of British (Government obligations acquired hy the
Secretarv of the Treasury.......cooviiiiiiiiniienrenenernenans &4, 277, 000, 000, 00
Of which there has heen repaid....c.coooviiaiii i 64, 164, 007, 99
Balance ont<tanding. . ..... .. ... il 4. 212, 55,092, 01
Of the abnve principal sum there was advanced to (ireat Britain
for Pittman Silver purchases. netamount..................... 122,017, 633, 57

Leaving a halance of ohligations in the principal sum of.......... 4,000,518, 358, 44

The foregoing obligations in the principal amount of $4,090,818,-
358.44 are those dealt with in this arrangement. :

II'
Of said obligations of. ... ...covevneiiieniriinnriennnensns ceeens 81,000, 81K, 358, 14
Net amount acquired under the authority of
the first Liberty bondact.................. %1, 153, 000, 000, 00

Net amount acquired under the authority of
Liberty bond acts subsequent to first. Lih-
ertyhondl act. .. oot ieenen 2,035, 818, 358, 14
e e, OH0, 818, 358, 4 4

The interest on all those of the above-mentioned obligations ac-
quired by the Secretary of the Treasury prior to May 15, 1919, has
been paid.up to but not subsequent to the followm;i dates (one obli-

ation for $30,000,000 is dated May 13, 1919, and carries interest
rom that date): .
Up to Apr. 13, 1919, as to.. $2, 651, 789, 419, 86
Up to May 15, 1919, as to.. 1,412, 028, 938, 58
. b S e 24, 063, 818, 358, 41
Three  obligations  woere

given sithsequent to May

15, 1919, and ne interest

has been paid thereon:

May 22,1919, ........ 10, 000, 000. 00
May 20,109, ........ 10, 000, 000, 60
June 25, 1919, ........ 7, 000, 000, 00

= e e 27,000, 000, 00
oo e i e S, 000, RER, 358, 44
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The following table shows the dates to which interest has been
did in respect to the different classes of obligations given on or
efore May 13, 1919;

- s

Total.

P Apr. 13, 1919, I May 13, 1919,
l
First Liberty hond aet.......evovuiennennnnnnnen, 81, 155,000,000,00 |......iuuuuninnsen $1, 155,000, 000,00
Subseuent Liberty hond aets.....111 111111 1,498,700, 419,85 (8], 113,025,63858"; 2,008, 818,33 M
TOlAl...cotiiiieiee e ! 2.&-,1.7»-9,»419.:6] 1,412,028,934.58 | 4,009, 818,358 44
III.

Of the above $4,090,818,358.44 principal amount of demand
obligations of the British Government, $16,000.000 principal amount
represent advances to Great Britain for British purchases of food-
stuffs in the United States subsequently sold by Great Britain to
Austria, all in pursuance of arrangements for the relief of Austria
made by or on hehalf of the British, United States, and other Govern-
ments. As the repayment of such advance the British treasury
will pay forthwith the principal of demand obligations held by the
United States Treasury in the amount of $16,000,000, together with
interest accrued thereon ut the rate of 3 per cent to the date of pay-
ment as to $8,000,000 from April 15, 1919, and as to the remaining
88,000,000 from May 13, 1919: but such payments shall in no manner
reicase the Britisii Govermment from its undertaking to sell to Aus-
trin foodstuffs purchased in the United States to the value of
$16,000,000 as provided in the arrangements for the relief of Austria
hereinahove referred to.

In addition, in order to bring to a round figure the principal of
the obligations of the British Government, the exchange of which
is contemplated as hereinafter provided, the British treasury will
also pay forthwith the principal of demand obligations held by the
United States Treasury in the amount of $818,358.44, together with
the interest accrued thereon at the rate of 5 per cent to the date of

ayment as to $789,419.86 from April 15, 1919, and as to $28,938.58
rom May 15, 1919. Payments made in accordance with this Section-
111 will be appropriately credited upon the obligations of the British
Government held by the United States. By the payment thus pro-
vided for, the princiﬁal amount of unpaid obligations, the exchange of
which is dbalt with hereinafter, is reduced to $4,074,000,000.

1V.

The obligations to be given in exchinge for the aforesaid demand
obligations aggregating $4,074,000,000 in principal amount are to be
in series 12 in number, which are to be designated as Series A, B,
C,D.E F, G, H, [ J, K, and L, and of a principal amount of
$1,000,000 each, except in the cases where the total aggregate value
of the obligations allotted to any series will require one obligation
within that series of principal amount of less than $1,000,000.
Attached hereto as Schedules I and II, respectively, are the forms of
obligations Serics A and Series E. Except as otherwise indicated
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obligations Series B, C, and D are to be in the form of obligation
Series A, and obligations Series F, G, H, I, J, K, and L, are to bhe in
the form of obligation Series K.

(1) The obligations of Series A, B, C and 1) are to aggregate in
principal amount the sum of $1,155,000,000, viz, the amount of such
obligations acquired by the United States under the first Liberty
loam1 g:;, and are to be dated April 15, 1919, and are to mature June
15, .

(@) The obligation Series A in the principal amount of $577,500,000
is to have as dates for interest payments and sinking fund payments-
April 15 and October 135,

(b) The obligation Series B in the principal amount of $346,500,000
is to have as dates for interest payments and sinking fund payments
May 15 and November 15.

(¢) The obligation Series C in the principal amount of $115,500,000
is to have as dates for interest payments and sinking fund payments
January 13 and July 15.

(d) The obligation Series D) in the principal amount of $115,500,000
is to have as dates for interest payments and sinking funds payments
February 15 and August 15,

(2) The obligations of Series K, I, G, I, and I are to aggregate in

principal amount $2,802,000,000 and are to mature Qctober 15,
1038, .
(@) The obligation Series & in  the principul amount of
$1,459.500,000 is to be dated April 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for
interest payvments and sinking fund payments aré to bo April 15
and ()ctol;wr 15. ' ‘

(0) The obligation Series F in the principal amount of $28,500,000
is to be dated April 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
ments and for sinking fund payments are to be February 15 and
August 153, .

(@) The obligution Series G in the principal amount of $875,700,000
is to be dated May 15, 1919, and the dates lixed for interest pay-
ments and for sinking fund payments are to be May 5 and November
13. -

(d) The obligation Scries H in the principal amount of $291,900,000 .
is to be dated May 135, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
:Im;nt_s and for sinking fund payments are to be January 15 and

uly 15.

(¢) Tho obligation Scries I in the principal amount of $236,400,-
000 is to be dated May 15, 1919, and the dates fixed for interest pay-
ments and for sinking fund payments are to be February 15 and
August 15. ' ’

‘(3) The obligations of Series J, K, and L, are to aggregate in prin-
cipal amount the sum of $27,000,000, are to have as dates for intor-
cst pavments and sinking fund payments February 15 and August
15, and are to mature October 15, 1938. '

(@) The obligation Series J in the principal amount of $10,000,000
is to be dated ilay 22, 1919, '

(6) The obligation Series K in the principal amount of $10,000,000
is to be datcdilu’v 29, 1919.

(¢) Tho obligation Series L in the principal amount of $7,000,000
is to bo dated June 25, 1919.
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V'

The obli%:ltions of Series A and E, as indicated in the forms attached
marked Schedule 1 and Schedule 2, respectively, will contain pro-
visions that the interest accruing thereon for the three years period
ending April 15, 1922, shall be paid without compounding upon that
date in accrued sums amounting, respectively, to 15 per cent of the
princigal amounts of the respective obligations. Interest thereafter
shall be paid semiannually on October 15 and April 15 of each year.
Said obligations shall also contain provisions for sinking fund pay-
ments on interest payment dates commencing with October 15, 1928,
and amounting on each such date in addition to the difference
between 2} per cent of the original respective principal amounts of
the obligations and 24 per cent of the respective' principal amounts
of such obligations outstanding on the interest Xayment dates, to
one-fourth of 1 per cent from QOotober 15, 1928, to April 15, 1930, both
inclusive, and to one-half of 1 per cent from October 15, 1930, to
April 15, 1947, both inclusive, in the case of obligations Series A,
g:q toEApril 15, 1938, both inclusive, in the case of obligations

ries E.

Provisions in these respects are also to be made in the obligations
of Series B, C, D similar to those in obligations of Series A, as shown
in form marked Schedule 1 attached hereto and in obligations of
Series F, G, H, I, J, K, and L similar to those in obligations of Series E,
as shown in form marked Schedule 2 attached hereto, except that
the accrued interest sum to be gnid on the first respective interest
g:ymont dates in the year 1922 will in the case of obligations of

ries B amount to something more than 15 per cent of their respoc-
tive principal amounts and in the cases of obligations of Series C, D,
F, H, 1, J, K, and L amount to something less than 15 per cent of
their respective principal amounts.

VL

Anything herein contsined to the contrary notwithstanding, it is
distinctly understood that the Secretary of the Treasury, in the
exercise of his unrestricted discretion shall determine whether or not
the exchange of obligations contemplated by this arrangement shall
be actually made and concluded, and if he shall determine to make
such exchange the time when such exchange shall be effected. In
case the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine not to make suc¢h
exchange) then this arrangement shall cease to have any future offect
whatsoever. Nevertheless until such exchange is effected or until
the Secretary of the Treasury has given notice that he is not willing
to conclude the nrran%ement for such exchange, neither the principﬁ
nor the interest will be demanded nor paid on the aforementioned
demand obligations of the British Government. contemplated to be
exchanged as above provided, exce?t on(l]y to the extent that such
principal or interest would be payable under the terms of the obliga-
tions for which it is now contemplated that the said demand obliga-
tions may be eventually exchanged.
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VII.

Notwithstanding the foregoing and the arrangements made for
the exchange of obligations and prior or subsequent to the actual
exchange, the Secretary of the Treasury reserves the right to meet,
in whole or in part, any claim arising from growing out of, or re-
lating to the war, of the British Government, or any department or
agency thereof, against the United States Government, or any de-
Bartment or agency thereof, l:f the surrender of obligations of the.

ritish Government at par and accrued interest then unpaid at the
rate of 5 per cent per annum from the date thereof, or by calling for
the payment of such obligations, together with accrued interest
thereon then unpaid, at the rate of 5 per cent per annum from the
date thereof to the extent necessary to make payment of any such
claim or claims. ' VIII

It is understood that the Secretary of the Treasury has released
the British Treasury from all its obligations regarding subrogated
securities so called, as set forth in the letter of Sir Hardman Lever
to Assgstant Secretary of the Treasury Rathbone bearing date July
8, 19019, )

IX.

If and when the Secrotary of the Treasury shall give notice that
he is prepared to make the exchange of obligations hercinbefore
contemplated, such exchange will be made at the United States
Treasury, Washington, D. C., and obligations of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland to the amount and in the forms herein
provided will be there delivered against the cancellation and sur-
render of demand obligations of said Government in like amount.

Wabpswortn Exmisrr No. 5.
(Draft of Apr. 30,)
Panr 4,

Treatment of certain obligations of the Governments of France,
Italy, Belgium, Rumania, Serbia, and Czechoslovakia held by the
American and British treasuries. .

I.

By the term “Serbia” there is intended to be designated not only
that country as it existed in 1914, but also the Serb, Croat, and
Slovene State, and the obligations of Serbia and of said State are
dealt with together and referred to as the obligations of Serbia.

IL . )

The following table shows the principal amount of demand obliga-
tions of the respective Governments designated held by the Secretary
of the Treasury, the ({)rincipal amounts thercof acquired by virtue of
the first Liberty bond act and the principal amounts thereof acquired



and held under subsequent Liberty loan acts, and as well substantially
the respeciive proportions of the whole of said various amounts so
acquired and held:
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5 Liberty hond acts sub-
; First Liberty bond act. scl)!'mmt to heat.
Total. |, T "“TA”' B ii Tt ;p- B -t—
Principal | 2PPYOXE] - priycipal proxt.
mate pro- mate pro-
i amount. porf,it'm. amount, portion.
Te b
e e - R S
! i " Per cent. Per cent,
France. ............. ereenraernean, | 2,985, 330, 500 $630, 000, 000 22 | #2, 285,330, 800 7
Italy. ..ooo.. o LI TR G20 3NN 086 175, O, 000 10| 1,431,338, 0868 9
Belgiam. . 338, T35, 00 335,000, 000 ¢ 10 308, 743, 00 90
Rumania 25,000,000 ... ..., vereeen voe 25, 00, (xn) 100
Serhia... 26, 780, 463 1, 30, (XY 43 25, 280, 465 94
Czechosiovak - a0 ... vesessases 54, 524,031 100

- - ———

The following table shows the dates to which interest has heen
aid on the obligations of the Governments aforesaid acquired and
eld by the Secretary of the Treasury under the Liberty loan acts:

Interest paid lnio\r;\et (Innid ';:ﬂ,‘:::fz(,ﬁ'l,
toApr. s, fo May 15, s Aol
119, on ohligas 19Y, on obliga. f,;”,‘:,::f'\,‘““"_;:
tiondaggeres | tions aggres 1919, apgre-

wating, mating,
8 | € gating.
France...... teretesieitasretarentetaereessrbarsbonann . K1, 53, 0 050 HS), 000 500, 60 7 R 65, (00, 443, G0
Italy............ Hesesestvsssecaseivesaseatotastsataonns TR, 000 - TR0, SN, 6N, 00 | B0k, SR, KSE, 00

197, 535, O 1228 550, 00, 00 | 17, 6340, 9000, 00
10, 000, 00 10, O O 00 | &, (40, 000, (0
SOrDitleevveenrienrennns e teteetaerrarr— i ———— 000, 000 9, 7U8, 60S, $T o1, 57, 20
B0 17,000,000, 00 1 25, 30011 10

¢ !

No1E.—The Government of Rumania has, in addition, palsd $153,610.062 of interest falling due October 15,
1919, from the proceeds of certain material theretofore seld to the Urited Stutes War Department,

Seme comparatively sinall readjustments will yet have to he made before final ficures can he obtained
regardinl: the tinal ailtonnt of said oblipations and to accurately dotermine in certain casos the proportion
of the whole advanced under the first Liberty hond ant,

Advances may vet be made to France under a eredit heretofore establizhed and transferred to the Bank
of France, to Ituly (or dollar reimbursement and possibly for repla: emaont of cereals furnished \ustri, to
Belgiut for dollar reimsbursement, and to Czechostovakii for repatrintion of troops, cte, .

Repayment on account of principal o of accrued interest or hoth are nnliciputort' of French obligations
throigh the operation of the arrangement set forth in Part [, relating to dollar reimbursement and possibly
to ofiset uny balance that 1y be due France by the United Statex War Department, of Belgian, Ruma-
niun and Serbian aud possibly other obligations on Linal scttlemoit of accounts of American Relief Organ-
ization, C, R, B, and othor similar organizations, which may show that Treusury advances to corlain
countries for designated purposes exceeded the amounts required for such purposes. \

* L. * » * » *

It is agreed between the American and British Treasuries in prin-
ciple that the obligations held by them, respectively, of the countrics
af};resaid should be refunded into obligations of substantially the
same forin, having like dates of maturity, bearing the same rate of
interest, providing similarly for the postponement of interest (with-
out compounding threcof), and the repayment thereof over the same
periqd and in the same proportionate installments. The American
and British Treasuries are now prepared in the closest cooperation
and forwith to negotiate with the aforesnid Govornments for such ex-
change of obligations and for such postponement of interest upon
receipt from said respective debtor Governments of requests for such
exchange and postponement, setting forth circumstances which jus-
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tify the deferring of such interest. In general the two tredsuries are
prepared to collaborate in negotiating with such respective Govern-
ments an arrangement substantially on the lines of part 2 of this ar-
rangement between the American and British Treasuries. The form
of the obligations to be given in exchange by said respective debtor
countries to the two treasuries shall be substantially on the lines of
the form of obligations attached to part 2 of this arrangement, with
such modifications as may be required by the provisions in this part
4 set forth, or because of the currencics of the respective debtor -
countries and its relation to the currencies of the creditor countries.

The obligations of ~aid debtor countries to be delivered in exchange
to the American Treasury shall be payable in gold dollars and those
to be delivered in exchange to the British Treasury shall be payable
in pounds sterling with, in each case, similar provisions to those set
forth in said forms of obligations attached to part 2 for payments
in currencies of the debtor Governments, except that obligations
reccivable by the British Treasury from France may be payable in
dollars to the extent of $__....__ .. ... In the exchange 0} obliga-
tions of cach of said debtor Governments, the obligations of each
such Government receivable in exchange by the American Treasury
are to mature June 15, 1947, in respect to a principal amount equal
to the principal amount of obligations acquired undet the. first
Liberty bond act, and the obligations of cach Government to be
received in exchange by the British Treasury maturing June 15,
1947, are to bear substantially the same proportion to the entire
amount of obligations of that Government receivable in exchange
by the British 'Froasury (viz, those maturing hoth on June 15, 1947,
and on October 13, 1938) as that horne by the obligations of said
Government to be received by the American Treasury maturing
June 13, 1947, to the entire amount of obligations of snid Government
to be received by the American Treasury (viz, those n:iaturing both

3

on June 15, 1947, and on October 15, 1938).
V.

In the case of France the willingness of the two treasuries to make
the arrangement above indicated is dependent upon France agrecing
in close cooperation with the American and British Treasuries to
forthwith make arrangements with such of such debtor Governments
to which France has made advances since -July 1, 1914, similar in
all respect to the arrangements which the American and British
Treasuries are prepared to make with such respective Governments,

VI.

In regard to Belgium, Rumania, Serbia and Czechoslovakia, the
arrangements to be made with said countries may include a charge
upon indemnity or reparation payments receivable by them from
enemy or ex-enemy countries in favor of obligations given (or obli-
gations received in exchange for those given) on or after November
11, 1918, for relief or reconstruction Eurposes (including in that
term advances for foodstuffs). If either Treasury dectermines to
avail of such charge, provision therefor shall bo made in the obliga-
tions receivable in exchange by such Treasury, and the other Treasury
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may likewise, by similar provision in the obligations receivable b

it in exchange, avail also of such charge, which will, in each suc

case, inure to the bhenefit of the respective Treasuries in proportion
to the amount of the obligations entitled to the benefit thereof re-
ccivable by the respective treasuries. Similarly France to the
extent, if any, she has made any such advances to ‘the countries
designated may obtain a like prportionate benefit of any such charge,

VIIL.

The arrangements to be negotiated with said respective debtor
countries are to be in all cases subject to provisions similar to those
set forth in paragraphs VI, VII, and X, of part 2. Authority and
discretion similar to that retained by the Secretary of the Treasury
in respect to action by America in rofard to obligations held or to
be held by the American Treasury shall be retained by the Chaucellor
of the Exchequer in respect to action by Great Dritain in regard to
obligations held or to be held by the British Treasury.

VIIIL.

The arrangements set forth in this part 4 are solely between the
American and British Treasuries and may be varied, modified, or
abandoned as may be agreed upon between them. No rights here-
under are intended to be conferred upon any Government other than
the Governments of the United States and of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, or upon any treasury other than the Ameri-
can and British Treasuries.

WabpswortH ExmiBiT No. 6.
(Draft of May 13.)

Schedule 1.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land 5 Per Cent Convertible Gold Obligation, bearing date April
15, 1919, maturing June 15, 1947. '

Principal Amount $577,500,000, Series A. '

The Government of the United Kingdom of Grea¢ Britain and
Ireland (hereinafter termed the Obligor), for value received, promises
to pay to the Government of the United States of America, or as-
signs, the sum of five hundred seventy-seven million five hundred
thousand dollars (3577,500,000) on the fifteenth day of June, 1947,
and to pay interest on said principal amount at the rate of five per
centum (5%) per annum from the fifteenth day of April, 1919, at
the times and otherwise as hereinafter provided. The payment of
interest accruing on this obligation up to the fifteenth day of Aptil,
1922, is postponed without compounding interest and, save except
and to the extent hereafter provided, no interest upon this obligation
shall be payable prior to the fifteenth day of October, 1922. The
interest accruing during said three year period is hereinafter termed
the deferred interest. On the fifteenth day of October, 1922, and
on each and every fifteenth day of April and fifteenth day of October
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thereafter during the life of this obligation (said dates being desig-
nated as the interest-payment dates) a semiannual installment of
interest shall become due and payable on this obligation equal to
two and one-half per centum (249,) of the grincipal thereof, and on
the fifteenth day of June, 1947, there shall become due and payable
the interest accrued at the rate aforesaid from the preceding fifteenth
day of April. The deferred interest aggregating fifteen per centum
(159%) of the principal of this obligation s all become due and pavable
as follows: .

Installments of one-quarter of one per centum (197) of the prineipal
amount of this obligation on each and every of the interest payment
dates from the fifteenth day of October, 1922, to the fiftteenh day of
April, 1924, both dates inclusive; of one-half of one per centum (3) of
the principal amount of this obligation on e h and every of the
interest payment dates from -the fifteenth day of October, 1924, to
the fifteenth day of April, 1926, both dates inclusive; and of three-
quarters of one per centum (§9%) of the principal amount of this obli-
gation on each and every of the interest payment dates from the
fifteenth day of October, 1926, to the fifteenth day of April, 1934,
both dates inclusive: Provided, however, that if for any thirty-day

eriod priod to the payment of all of the said instaliments of deferred
interest the average dollar buying cable rate for sterling in New
York, as fixed by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York City at
noon ecach business day shall equal or be in excess of $4.84 United
States gold of the present standard of weight and fineness to the gold
pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fineness, then
there shall become due and payable on the fifteenth day of the next
succeeding ealendar month the total amount remaining unpaid of
the deferred interest which has acerued up to the date so fixed for
payment, and if any such payment shall so become due prior to the
fifteenth day of April, 1922, then and in that event the remaining
deferred interest shall be and become due up to and be payable upon
each and cvery fifteenth day of April and fifteenth day of October
during said three year Yoriod subsequent to the date upon which any
such payment shall so become due.

Both principal and interest of this obligation will be paid in gold
coin of the United States of America, of the present standard of
weight and fineness at the Treasury of the United States in the City
of Washington, or at the Subtreasury of the United States in the
City of New York, or,at the option of the holder hercof, at the Bank of
England in the City of London. England, in ronnds sterling of Great
Britain, at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold of the present
standard of weight and fineness, 4.8665 to the gold pound sterling
of the present standard of weight and fineness.

The principal and interest of this obligation will be paid without
deduction for, and shall be exempt from, any and all taxation,
present or future, imposed by authority of the obligor or its pos-
sessions_or by any political or local taxing authority within the.
British Empire whenever, so long as and to the extent that the ben-
ficial ownership of this obligation is in (A) the Government of the
United States or (B) a l)erson or association neither domiciled nor
ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland, or (C) a corporation not organized under the laws of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
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From time to time, on or after the fifteenth day of April, 1924, at
the request of the holder of this obligation, the Obligor, at the United
States Treasury, Washington, will convert all or any part of the prin-
cipal amount of this obligation into—

(1) An equal principal amount of engraved obligations bearing
interest at the same rate as the principal amount converted, and sub-
stantially in the form indicated in Exhipit A, hereto attached, payable
to bearer and negotinble by delivery, with interest coupons attached,
in denominations of £350, $100, 3500, and $1,000, or rogistered as to
principal and interest and in denominations of $100, $300, $1,000,

5,000, $10,000, $50,000, and $100,000: and/or

(2) An equivalent principal amount, at the fixed rate of exchange
of dollars gold of the present standard of weight and fineness 4.8665 to
the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fine-
ness, of engraved obligations bearing interest at the same rate as the

rincipal amount converted, and substantially in the form indicated
in Iixhibit B, hereto attached, payable to bearer and negotiable by
delivery, with interest coupons attached, in denominations of 100
pounds, 500 pounds, 1,000 pounds, and 5,000 pounds, or registered
as to principal and interest and in denominations of 50 pouads, 100
pounds, 500 pounds, 1,000 pounds, 10.600 pounds, and 50,000 pounds.

At the option of the lm‘dcr of this obligation, to be exercised by
such holder at the time of maRing of exch request for conversion, the
obligations into which &t any time the principal of this obligntion, or
any part theveof, shall be so converted may carry the deforred interest
not theretofore paid, und/or participation in the sinking fund pay-
ments payable as hereinafter provided; otherwise, such deferred
interest and‘or such sinking fund payments shndl remain payable
upon and in accordinee with the terms of this obligation, notwith-
standing any suci conversion.

Upon any sucl: conversion notation shall be made on this obliga-
tion that the principal amount® thereof has been reduced, as of the
data from which the onligations issued on such conversion shall bear
interest, by an amount equal to the aggregate principal amount of
obligations payable in dollars and equivalent at the rate aforesaid to
the aggregate principal amount of obligations payable in sterling
monefy issued upon such conversion; and appropriate notation sha
also he made on this obligation to indicate whether the deferred
interest remaining unpaid at the time of such conversion, and/or
participation in the sinking fund payments payable as hereinafter
provided are carried by the obligations received upon any such con-
version or remain payable upon and in accordance with the terms of
this obligation. In case the principal amount of this obligation, or
any part thereof, shall be converted into obligations substantially in
the fgrm indicated in Exhibit I3, hereto attached, the Obligor, forth-
with and as often as any such conversion shall be made, will cause
to be promulgated all such rules, regulations and orders as are usual
and requisite to enable the bonds into which such conversion shall
be ma(fe to be sold and dealt in in the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, and will use its good offices to secure that said
bonds shall be listed on the London Stock Ixchange.

The Obligor, however, in licu of making any convetsion so requested,
b?' giving notice of its election so to (o within 10 days of the makin
of such request for conversion, may, in the manner hereafter provided,

K
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pay and redeem a principal amount of this obligation equal to the
agaregate of the principal of the obligations called for by such request
for conversion. After the payment in full of the-deferred interest,
the Obligor, at its option, by giving notice of its election so to do,
may, in the manner hereafter provided, pay and redeem the principal
amount of this obligation, or any part thereof (but if a part not in
amounts less than $100,000,000 or 1ts equivalent), unless and except
to the extent that if said principal amount has been specified in any
such request for conversion made prior to the giving of notice of such
election of payment and redemption. Written notice of any such
election by the Obligor shall be delivered to the holder of this obliga-
iion, and shall specify an interest payment date for such redemption
and payment not less than three months nor more than six months
subsequent to the date of delivery of such notice of election. Within
20 days after the receipt of any such notice of election the holder
of this obligation may, by notice to the Obligor, determine upon and
fix any date or dates for such redemption and payment, at one time
or in installments, not later, however. than 12 months after the
date specified in such election.

On the date or dates so fixed, at the option of the holder of this
obligation. there shall become due and be payable, and the Obligor
shall have the right to pay and redeem, the principal amount of
this obligation specified in any such election, amrin the installments,
if anﬁ’. fixed by any such determination, together with accrued inter-
est thercon to the date or dates of payment thereof, including all de-
ferred intercst upon such principal amount not theretofore paid:
Provided, hoizever, In case the holder of this obligation shall within
sixty days alter the reeeipt of any such notice of election give notice
to the Obligor of its determination to receive all or any part of the
sums [m rable upon any such redemption in Liberty bonds of the
United States, then and in that event the Obligor, to the extent so
specified, shall be entitled only and shall be obfigatod to effect such
payment and redemption in such Liberty bonds taken at par and
acerued and unpaid interest.  If said principal amount shall be paid
by the Obligor in the manner and on the date or dates fixed as herein
provided, interest on such principal amount shall thereafter cease.

In order to enable the holder of this bond, until its payment in
full, at its election, to prevent or curtail the export of gold from the
United States of America, the Obligor, from time to time, upon the
request of the holder of this bond delivered at the British Embassy
in Washington, during such period or periods as shall be specitied in
any such request, wilrfrecly and publicly offer for sale in New York
City demand sterling drafts on London at the equivalent of $4.87%
United States gold of the present standard of weight and fineness to
the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fine-
ness, and during such periods will sell such drafts to all bidders at
said price and forthwith, upon the receipt of the proceeds of all such
sales, will pay the same to the holder of this obhigation, to be by it
a{:plic(l towards the payment in dollars of: First, the total amount
then unpaid of deferred interest, and. second, the principal amount

of this bond, and interest will be adjusted accordingiy.

. To provide for the partial amortizs.tion before maturity of the prin-
cipal of this ¢bligation the Obligor shall make the following pnyments
trmed sinking fund payments at the times hereinafter designated, to
be applied upon the principal amount of this obligation:
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(@) On the fifteenth day of October, 1928, and on each and every
interest payment date thereafter to and including the fifteenth day of
April. 1947, an amount equal to the difference between two and one-
half per centum (2497), computed upon the sum of $377,500.000 and
two and one-half per centum (249,), computed as of e¢ach date upon
which such sinking fund payment is to be made upon the prineipal
amount of this obligation remaining outstanding and unpaid upon
cach of said respective dates: and '

(5) In addition to the pavments provided in subdivision (@), on
October 15, 1928, the sum of $1,443.750; on April 15, 1929, the sum
of $1,443,750; on October 15, 1929, the sum ()F $1,443.750; on April
15, 1930, the sum of $1,443,750; on October 15, 1930, the sum of
$2,887.500; on April 15, 1931, the sum of $2,887.500; on October 15,
1931, the sum of $2,887.500; on April 15, 1932, the sum of $2,887,500;
on October 15, 1932, the sum of $2,887,500; on April 15, 1933, the
sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1933, the sum of $2,887,500; on
April 15, 1934, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1934, the sum
olP $2,887,500; on April 15, 1935, the sum of $2,887,500; on Octoher
15, 1935, the sum of 82.887,500; on April 15, 1936, the sum of $2.887,-
500; on October 15, 1936, the sum of $2,887,500; on April 15, 1937,
the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1937, the sum of $2,887.500;
on April 15, 1938, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1938, the
sum of $2,887,500; on April 15, 1939, the sum of $2,857.500; on Octo-
ber 15, 1939, the sum of $2.887,500; on April 15, 1940, the sum of
$2,887,500; on October 15, 1940, the sum of $2,887,500; on April 15,
1941, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1941, the sum of $2,887.-
500; on April 15, 1942, the sum of $2.887,500; on October 15, 1942,
the sum of $2,887,500; on April 15, 1943, the sum of $2,887,500; on
October 15, 1943, the sum of $2,887,500: on April 15, 1944, the sum
of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1944, the sum of $2,887,500; on April
15, 1945, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 13, 1945, the sum of
$2,887,500; on April 15, 1946, the sum of $2,887,500: on October 15,
1946, the sum of $2,887,500; and on April 15, 1947, the sum of
$2,887,500.

The aforesaid sinking fund payments shall be made in gold coin
of the United States of the present standard of weight and fineness
at the Treasury of the United States in the City of Washington or
at the subtreasury of the United States in the city of New York,
or, at the option of the holder hercof, at the Bank of England in the
city of London, England. in pounds sterling of Great Britain at the
fixed rate pf exchange of dollars gold of the present standard of
weight and fineness 4.8665 to the gold pound sterling of the present
standard of weight and fineness.  Appropriate notation will he made
on this obligation of all pavments made on account of the principal
thercof. No reduction in the principal amount of this obligation
shall in any wise affeet or impair the obligation of the obligor to make
pavment of the full amount of the deferred interest as hercinbefore
provided. and notwithstanding any such payvment on account of the
principal amonnt the obligation of the obligor to make payment of
the deferred interest as hereinbefore provided shall remain in full
force and effeet.

The obligor. not less than three days before there shall become
puyable on this obligation any amount for principal and/or interest,
current and/or deferred, and whether as simking fund payment or
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through election of redemption or otherwise (except amounts re-
quired to be paid on account of this obligation resulting from the sale
of demand sterling drafts on London) for the purpose of making such
payments, will deposit the amounts required therefor at the Treas-
ury of the United States in the city of Washington, or at the sub-
treasury of the United States in the city of New York..

If and whenever any of the bonds of the United States issued under
authority of the act of Congress known as the first Liberty bond act,
or any bonds issued in conversion of any said bonds, shall be con-
verted into other bonds of the United States bearing a higher rate -
of interest than 4} per cent per annum, then and in every such event
& proportionate rrinei al amount of this obligation shall be by the
obligor converted par for par at the Treasury of the United States in
the city of Washington, into an obligation bearing interest at a rate
exceeding that previously borne by this obligation by the same
amount as the interest rate of the bonds of the Uuited States issued
upon such conversion exceed the interest rate of 43 per cent, but
not less than the highest rate of interest borne by such bonds of the
United States, and in other respects identical with this bond. Every
such conversion shall be made as of the date when the bonds of the
United States were converted into bonds bearing such higher rate of
interest, and interest will be adjusted accordingly. .

So long as this obligation remains the property of the Government
of the United States of America, any notice, request, election, or
consent under the hand of the Secretary of the Treasury of the
United States shall be deemed and taken as the notice, request,
election, or consent of the holder of this obligation; and shall be
suflicient, if delivered at the British Embassy, Washington; and
any notice, request, or election from or by the obligor shall be delivered
to the Secretary of the Treasury at the United States Treasury in
Washington.

This obligation bears date April 15, 1919, A

For the Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

{Draft May 18.)

EXRIBIT A TO SCHEDULE I.

(Form of coupon bond payable in dollars.)

S No. cmeaes

The Government of the Kingdom of (ireat DBritain and Ireland
Converted ... Per Cent Gold Bonds Maturing June 15, 1947,
Series — ... .

The Government of the United Kingdom of (ireat Britain and
Ivelund (hereinafter termed the obligor), for value received, prom-
ises to pay to bearer, or, if this bond be registered. then to the regis-
tered holder hereof., the sum of ... dollars on the fifteenth day of
June. 1947, and to pay interest on said principal sum from the
fifteenth day of ______ y 19—, at the rate of ______ per centum per
annum, payable on the fifteenth day of __._._ « 19—, and semi-
annually thereafter on the fifteenth days of April and October in
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each year, and on the date when the principal sum shall mature, but
only upon the presentation and surrender of the coupons for such
interest, hereto attached, as severally they mature. (In case the
converted bonds of this series are to carry all or any part of the
deferred interest mentioned in the original obligation, appropriate
pro\'ilsi)ons dealing with such deferred interest will be here in.
serted. '

The principal and interest of this bond will be paid in gold coin
of thie United States of America of the standard of weight and fineness
existing on the fifteenth day of April, 1919, at the office or agency
which the obligor will establish and maintain for that Enu'posc, until '
the payment of all bonds of this series, in the Borough of Manhat-
tan, city of New York, N, Y., or, at the option of the holder of this
bond. said principal and interest will be paid at the Bank of England
in the city of London, in pounds sterling of Great Britain, at the
fixed rate of exchange of dollars Fold of the standard of weight and
fineness existing on the fifteenth day of April, 1919, 1.86} to the gold
pound sterling of the standard of weight and fineness extsting on the
fifteenth day of April, 1919, The principal and interest of this bond
will be paid without deduction for and shall be exempt from any and
all taxation, present or future, imposed by authority of the obligor or
its po.sessions, or by any political or Jocal taxing nuthority within the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland whenever, so long as
and to the extent that the beneficial ownership of this bond is in (a)
the Government of the United State; (b) & person or association
neither domiciled nor ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Irveland; or (¢) a corporation not organized under
the laws of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

This bond is one of a series of converted —..__. per cent gold

bonds of the obligor maturing June 13, 1947, series ______ s nggre-
wating $______ in principal amount, bearing distinetive serial num-

Lers and consisting of coupon bonds in the denominatiens of $50, $100,
£500, and $1,000, and of fully registered bonds without coupons in
the denciminations of %100, $500, $1.000, $5.000, £10,000, $50.000, and
$100.000. Under such reasonable regulations as the obligor shall
prescribe and at its oftice or ageney aforesaid, bonds of this series
of different authorized denominations, and as well coupon and regis-
tered bonds, will be interchangeable. in equal aggregate principal
amounts, upon payment, if the obligor shall req]uiro. of a charge
not excexding $1 for each new bond issued. This bond may b
registered as to principal in the name of the holder upon presenta-
tion of the same for such purpose at the aforesaid office or ageney
of the obligor for notation of such registration thereon; after sueh
registration no transfer shall be valid unless made by the registered
holder in person or by his duly authorized attorney and similarly
noted hereon. but transferability by delivery may be restored by
transfer to bearer and like notation theredf hereon: no such regis-
tration shall affect the transferability of the annexed coupons which
will continue to be payable to bearer,

(In case the converted bonds of this series are to participate in
the benefit of all or any part of the sinking-fund paynients men-
tioned in the original obligation, appropriate provisions dealing with
such sinking-fund payments will be here inserted.)

For the Government of the United Kingdom of Great DBritain
and Ireland:

m
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(Form of coupon.) .
S, No. -

On _..___ 15, 19—, the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland will pay to bearer, at its office or agency
in the city of New York, the sum of __.____ dollars in United States
gold coin of the standard of weight and fineness existing April 15,
1919, or, at the option of the holder, at the Bank of England, in the
city of i:ondon, in Younds sterling of Great Britain at the fixed rate .
of exchange of dollars gold of the standard of weight and fineness
existing April 15, 1919, 4.86} to the gold pound sterling of the
standard of weight and fineness existing April 15, 1919, being six
months’ interest then due on its converted ... per cent gold bond
maturing June 15, 1047, Series .. numbered -_____.

I I‘ior 3he Government of the United kingdom of Great Britain and
reland:-

(The appropriate changes will be made in coupon payable June
15, 1947.)

(Form of registered bond payable in dollars,)

b A\t T

The Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Iteland Con-
verted -__.__ per cent Gold Bonds Maturing June 15, 1947,
Series: oo

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland (hereinafter termed the Obligor). for value re:eived, prom-

ises to pay to oo L . or registered assigns, the
sumof ________________ dollars, on the fifteenth day of June, 1947,

and to pay interest on said principal sum from the fifteenth day of
October or the fifteenth day of April next preceding the date of this
bond, or, if this bond be dated as of any October fifteenth or April
fifteenth, then from the date of this bond, at the rate of __._ per
centum per annum, payable semiannnally on the fifteenth days of
April and October in each year and on the date when the principal
sum shall mature. (In case the converted bonds of this series are to
carry all or any part of the deferred interest mentioned in the Origi-
nal Obligation, appropriate provisions dealing with such deferred
interest will be here inserted.)

The principal and interest of this hond will be paid in gold coin
of the United States of America of the standard of weight and
fineness existing on the fifteenth day of April, 1919, at the oilice or
agency which the obligor will establish and maintain for that pur-
)ose, until the payment of all honds of this series. in the Borough of
Manhattan, City of New York. N. Y., or, at the option of the holder
of this bond, said principal and interest will be paid at the Bank of
England in the City of London, in pounds sterling of (3reat Britain,
at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold of the standard of
weight and fineness existing on the fifteenth day of April, 1919. 4.86}
to the gold pound sterling of the standard of weight and fineness
existing on the fifteenth day of April. 1919. The principal and in-
terest of this bond will be paid without deduction for and shall be
exempt from any and all taxation, present or future, imposed by

50041—21—rpr 4
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authority of the obligor or its possessions, or by any political or
local taxing authority within the United Kingdom of Great DBritain
and Ireland whenever, so long as and to the extent that the beneficial
ownership of this bond is 1n («) the Government of the United
States; (6) a person or association neither domiciled nor ordinarily
resident in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; or
(¢) a corporation not organized under the laws of the United King-
dom of Gireat Britain and Ireland.

This bond is one of a series of converted per cent gold bonds
of the Obligor maturing June 15, 1947, Series , aggregating
$ in principal amount, bearing distinctive serial numbers,

and consisting of coupon bonds in the denominations of $50, $100,
$500, and $1,000, and of fully registered bonds without coupons in
the denominations of $100, $500, $1,000, $5.000, $10,000, $50,000, and
$100,000. Under such reasonable regulations as the Obligor shall
prescribe, and at its office or agency aforesaid, bonds of this series
of different authorized denominations, and as well coupon and regis-
tered bonds, will be interchangeable, in e«lnal aggregate principal
amounts, upon payment, if the Obligor shall require, of a charge not
exceeding $1 for each new bond issued. This bond is transferable
by the registered holder, in person or by attorney duly authorized
upon the surrender of this bond at the aforesaid office or agency of
the Obligor, and a new registered bond, or bonds of like aggregate
principal amount, and carrying interest from the same date as that
rom which the registered bond surrendered carried interest, will be
issued to the transferee in exchange therefor upon payment. if the
_()bl(iflor shall require, of a charge not exceeding $1 for each new bond
issued. .

(In case the converted Londs of this series are to pariicipate in
the benefit of all or any part of the sinking-fund payments men-
tioned in the original obligation, appropriate provisions dealing with
such sinking-fund payments will be here inserted.)

Dated 19 .

For the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Ireland:
{Draft of May 13, as Revised.)

Schedule 1.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land 5 per cent convertible gold obligations, Series A, in the aggre-+
§ate pringipal amount $577,500,000, dated April 15, 1919, maturing

une 15, 1947,

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land (hercinaiter termed the Obligor), for value received, promises
to pay to the Government of the United States of America, or as-
signs, the sum of five hundred seventy-seven mi]lion five hundred
thousund dollars ($577,500,000) on the fifteenth day of June, 1947,
and to pay interest on said principal amount at the rate of five per
centum (5% ) per annum from the fifteenth day of April, 1919, at the
times and otherwise as hereinafter provided. The payment of inter-
est accruing on this obligation up to the fifteenth day of October,
1921, is postponed without compounding interest and, save, except
and to the extent hereafter provided, no interest upon this obligation
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shall be payable prior to the fifteenth day of April, 1922. The inter-
est accruing during said period is hereinafter termed the deferred
interest, .

On the fifteenth day of April, 1922, and on each and every fifteenth
day of October and fifteenth day of April thereafter during the life
of this obligation (sanid dates being designated as the interest-pay-
ment dates) a semiannual instalment of interest shall become due |
and payable on this obligation equal to two and one-half per centum
(21%.) of the prinvipal thereof, and on the fifteenth day of June,
1947, there shall become due and payable the interest acerued at the
rate aforesaid from the preceding fifteenth day of April. The de-
ferred interest shall become due and payable on April 15, 1922:
Provided, however, that if for any thirty-day perioc {)rior to the
payment of the said deferred interest the average dollar buying cable
rate for sterling in New York, as fixed by the Federal Reserve
Bunk of New York City at noon each business day, shall equal or be
in excess of $4.84 United States gold of the present standard of
weight and fineness, to the gold pound sterling of the present standard
of weight and fineness, then there shall become due and payable on the
fifteenth day of April or the fifteenth day of (etober next ensuing
after the expiration of three months from the expiration of said
thirty-day period the total amount remaining unpaid of thé deferred
interest which has accrued up to the date so fixed for pauyment, and
if any such payment shall so hecome due prior to the fifteenth day of
October, 1922, then and in that event the remnining deferred interest
shall be and become due up to and be payable upon ea~h and every
fifteenth day of April and fifteenth day of October subsequent to the
. date upon which any such payment of deferred interest shall so
become due.

Both principal and interest of this obligation will be paid in gold
coin of the United States of America of the present standard of
weight and fineness at the Treasurv of the United States in the City
of Washington or at the Sub-Treasury of the United States in the
City of New York, or, at the option of the holder hereof, at the
Bank of England in the City of London, England, in pounds sterling
of Gireat Britain, at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold of the
present standard of weight and fineness 4.8665 to the gold pound
sterling of the present standard of weight and fineness. ,

The principal and interest of this obligation will be paid without
deduction for, and shall be exempt from, any and all taxation,
present or future, imposed by authority of the-()bligor or its posses-
sions or by any political or local taxing authority within the British
Empire whenever, so long as and to the extent that the beneficial
ownership of this obligation is in (A) the Government of the United
States or (IB) a person or association neither domiciled nor ordi-
narily resident in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
or () a corporation not organized under the laws of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. ) )

From time to time, at the request of the holder of this obligation,
the Obligor. at the United States Treasury, Washington, will convert
all or any part of the principal amount of this obligation into—

(1) An equal principal amount of engraved obligations bearing
interest at the same rate as the principal amount converted, and sub-
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stantially in the form indicated in Exhibit A, hereto attached, pay-
able to bearer and negotiable by delivery, with interest coupons
attached, in denominations of $50, $100, $500, and $1,000, or regis-
tered as to principal and interest and in denominations of $100, $509,
$1,000, $5,000, $10,000, $50,000, and $100,000; and/or

(2) An equivalent principal amount, at the fixed raté of exchange
.of dollars gold of the present standard of weight and fineness 1.8663
to the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fine-
ness, of engraved obligations bearing interest at the same rate as the
principal amount converted, and suﬁstantially in the form indicated
in Exhibit B, hereto attached, payable to bearer and negotinble by
delivery, with interest coupons attached, in denominations of 100
pounds, 300 pounds, 1,000 pounds and 5,000 pounds, or registered as
to principal and interest and in denominations of 50 pounds, 100
pounds, 500 pounds, 1,000 pounds, 10,000 pounds, and 50,000 pounds.

At the option of the holder of this obligation, to be exercised by
such holder at the time of making of each request for conversion, the
obligations into which at any time the principal of this obligation, or
any part thereof, shall be so converted may carry the deferred interest
not theretofore paid,-and/or participation in the sinking fund pay-
ments payable as hereinafter provided; otherwise, such deferred in-
terest and/or such sinking fund payments shall remain payable upon
and in accordance with the terms of this obligation, notwithstanding
any sich conversion,

"pon any such conversion notation shall be made on this obliga-
tion that the principal amount thereof has been reduced, as of the
date from which the obligations issued on such conversion shall bear
interest, by an amount equal to the aggregate principal amount of
obligations payable in dollars and equivalent at the rate aforesaid to
the agaregate principal amount of obligations payable in_ sterling
money issued upon such conversion; and appropriate notation shall
also be made on this obligation to indicate whether the deferred in-
terest remaining unpaid at the time of such conversion, and/or par-
ticipation in the sinking fund payments payable as hereinafter pro-
vided is carried by the obligations received upon any such conversion
or remain payable upon and in accordance with the terms of this
obligation. In crse t[he principal amount of this obligation, or any
part thereof, shall be converted into obligations substantially in the
form indicated in Exhibit B, hereto attached, the Obligator, forth-
with ond as often as any such conversion shall be made, will canse
to be promulgated all such rules, regulations, and orders as are usual
and requisite to enable the bonds into which such conversion shall be
made to be sold and dealt in in the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and will use its good offices to secure that said honds
shall be listed on the London Stock Exchange.

The obligor, however, in lien of making any conversion so re-
quested, by giving notice of its clection so to do within ten days of
the making of such request for conversion, may, in the manner here-

after provided. pay and redeem a principal amount of this obliga-

tion equal to the aggregate of the principal of the obligations called
for by such request for conversion.  Written notice of any snch elec-
tion by the Obligor shall be delivered to the holder of this obligation
and shall specify date for such redemption and payment rlot less than




REFUNDING OF OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 133

thirty days nor more than three months subsequent to the date of de-
livery of such notice of clection. Within twenty days after the re-
ceipt of any such notice of election, the holder of this obligation may,
by notice to the Obligor, determine upon and fix any date or dates
for such redemption and payment, at one time or in instalments, not
later, however, than twelve months after the date specified in such
election. On the date or dates so fixed there shall become due and be
payable in dollars or in sterling or in both dollars and sterling as the

holder of {his obligation shall determine the principal amount of this

obligationspecified in any such election, and in the instalments, if
any, fixed by any such determination, together with acerued interest
thercon to the date or dates of payment thereof. If said principal
amount shall be paid by the Ob{imu‘ in the manner and on the date
fixed as herein provided, interest on such principal amount shall
therenfter cease.

In order to enzble the holder of this bond, until its pavment in full,
at its election, to prevent or curtail the export of gold from the United
States of America, the obligor, from time to time. upon the request
of the holder of this bond, delivered at the British Embassy in Wash-
ington, during such period or periods as shall be specified in any
such request, will freely and publicly offer for sale in New York City
demand sterling drafts on London at the equivalent of $4.874 United
States gold of the present standard of weight and fineness to the
gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fineness,
and during such periods will sell such drafts to all.bidders at said
price and forthwith, upon the receipt of the proceeds of all such
sitles, will pay the same to the holder of this obligation, to be by- it
applied toward the payvment in dollars of, first, the total amount then
unpaid of deferred interest: and, second, the principal amount of
this bond, and interest will be adjusted accordingly.

This obligation is one of a series of obligations of the Government
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland designated as
its % convertible gold obligations, Series A, of like date and tenor,
to an ageregate principal amount of $577,500.000.

To provide for the partial amortization before maturity of the
principal of the obligations of said Series A the obligor shall make
the following payments termed sinking fund payvments at the times
hereinafter designated. to be applied upon the principal amount of
the obligations of said Series A, :

(n) € In the fiftcenth day of October, 192K, and on each and every
interest payment date thereafter to and including the fifteenth day of
April, 1947, an amount equal to the difference between two and one-
half per centum (24% ). computed upon the sum of $577.500.000, and
two and one-half per centum (23% )., computed as of each date upon
which such sinking fund payment is to be inade upon the principal
amount remaining unpaid upon each of said respective dates on the
obligation of said Series A: and

() Im addition to the pavments provided in subdivision («), on
October 15, 1928, the sum of $1443.750: on April 15, 1929, the sum
of $1.443.750 3 on October 15, 1929, the sum of $1443.750: on \pril 15,
1930, the sum of $1.443.750; on October 15, 1930, the sum of S2887.-
50035 on April 15, 1931, the sum of $2,887.500: on October 15, 1931, the
sum of $2,887,500: on April 15, 1932, the sum of $2887.500: on Oc-

mmﬂ
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tober 15, 1932, the sum of $2,887,500; on April 15, 1933, the sum of
$2,887,500; on October 15, 1933, the sum of $2,887,500; on April 13,
1934, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1934, the sum of $2.,587,-
500; on April 15, 1935, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1935, the
sum of $2,887.500; on April 15, 1936, the sum of $2:887.500; on (¢~
tober 15, 1936, the sum of $2,887.500; on April 15, 1937, the sum of
$2,887,000;5 on October 15, 1937, the sum of $2,887,600; on April 15,
1938, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1938, the sum of $2.887,-
500 on April 15, 1939, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1939, the
sum of $2,887,500; on April 15, 1940, the sum of $2.887,500; on Oe-
tober 15, 1940, the sum of $2,887.5003; on April 15, 1941, the sum of
$2,887,500; on October 15, 1941, the sum of $2887.500; on April 15,
1942 the sum of $2.887,500; on October 15, 1942, the sum of $2,557,
500 on April 15, 1943, the sum of $2,887,500; on October 15, 1943, the
sum of $2,887,500: on April 15, 1944, the sum of $2,887.500: on O¢-
tober 15, 1944, the sum of $2,887,500: on April 15, 1945, the sum of
$2,887.500; on October 15, 1945, the sum of $2,8587.5003 on April 15,
1946, the sum of $2.887,500; on October 15, 1946, the sum of $2.887,-
500; and on April 15, 1947, the sum of $2,887.500,

The aforesaid sinking fun payments shall be made in gold coin of
the United States of the present standard of weight and fineness at
the Treasury of the United States in the city of \\f;tshington or at the
Subtreasury of the United States in the city of New York, or, at the
option of the holder hereof, at the Bank of England in the city of
London, England, in pounds sterling of Great Britain at the fixed
rate of exchange of dollars gold of the present standard of weight
and fineness 4.8665 to the gold pound ster]ing of the present standard
of weight and fineness. Appropriate notation will be made on the
obligations of said Series A of all payments made on account of the
principal thereof. :

The OYigor, not less than three days before there shall become
payable on: this obligation any amount for principal and/or interest,
current and/or deferred, and whether as sinking fund payment or
through election of redemption or otherwise (except amounts re-
quired to be paid on account of this obligation resulting from the
sale of demand sterling drafts on London) for the purpose of making
such payments, will deposit the amounts required therefor at the
Treasury of the United States in_the city of Washington or at the
subtreasury of the United States in the city of New York.

. 1f and whenever any of the bonds of the United States issuad
under authority of the Act of Congress known as the First Liberty
Bond Act. or any honds issued in conversion of any said bonds, shail
be converted into other bonds of the UTnited States bearing a higher
rate of interest than four and one-half per centum (44%) per an-
num. then and in every such event a proportionate principal amount
of the obligations of snid Series A shall be by the obligor converted
&mr for par at the Treasury of the United Stutes in the City of
Vashington into obligations bearing interest at a rate exceeding that
previously horne by the obligations of said Series A by the same
amount us the interest rate of the bonds of the United States issued
upon such conversion exceed the interest rate of four and one-half
per centum (41494). but not less than the highest rate of interest
horne by such bonds of the United States, and in other respects iden-
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tical with this bond. Every such conversion shall be made as of the
date when the bonds of the United States were converted into bonds
bearing such higher rate of interest, and interest will be adjusted ac-
cordingly. '

So long; as this obligation 1 emains the property of the Government
of the United States of America, any notice, request, election, or
consent under the hand of the Secretary of the Treasury of the
United States shall be deemed and taken as the notice, request, elec-
tion, or consent of the holder of this obligation, and shall be sufficient,-
if delivered at the British Embassy, Washington, and any notice,
request, or election from or by the obligor shall be delivered to
the Sccretary of the Treasmry at the United States Treasury in
Washington.

This obligation bears date April 15, 1919,

For the Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

Wabsworrn Exminir No. 7.

(Draft of May 10.)
Schedule 1.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland 5 per cent convertible gold obligation, bearing date April
15, 1919. '

Principal amount $1,467,500,000, Series E.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland (hereinafter termed the obligor), for value received, prom-
ises to pay to the Government of the United States of America, or
assigns, the sum of one billion four hundred sixty-seven million five
handred thousand ($1.467,500,000) dollars on the fifteenth day of
October, 1938, and to pay interest on said principal amount at the -
rate of five per centum (5%) per annum from the fifteenth day of
April. 1919, at the times and otherwise as hereinafter provided.
The payvment of interest accruing on this obligation up to the
fifteenth day of April. 1922, is postponed without compounding
interest, and, suve, except, and to the extent herenfter provided, no
interest upon this obligation shall be payable prior to the fifteenth
day of October, 1922, The interest acerning during said three-year
period is hereinafter termed the deferred interest.

On the 15th day of October. 1922, and on each and every 1ith
day of April and 15th day of October thereafter during the life of
this obligation (said dates being designated as the interest-paying
dates). a semiannual installment of interest shall become due an
payable on this obligation equal to 23 per cent of the principal
thereof. The deferred interest, agaregating 15 per cent of the prin-
cipal of this obligation shall hecome due and payable as follows:
Installments of one-quarter of 1 per cent of the principal amount
of this obligation on each and every of the interest payment dates
from the 1Hth day of October, 1922, to the 15th day of April, 1924,
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both dates inclusive ; of one-half of 1 per cent of the principal amount
of this obligation on each and every of the interest payment dates
from the 15th day of October, 1924, to the 15th day of April, 1926,

both dates inclusive; and of three-quarters of 1 per cent of the

. principal amount of this obligation on each and every of. the interest-
payment dates from the 15th day of October, 1926, to the 15th day
of April, 1934, both dates inclusive: Provided, however, that if for
any 30-day period prior to the payment of all of the said installments
of deferred interest the average dollar buying cable rate for sterlin
in New York, as fixed by the Federal Reserve Bank of New Yor
City at noon each day, shall equal or be in excess of $4.84 United
States gold of the present standard of weight and fineness to the
gold pnund sterling of the present standard of weight and fineness,
then there shall become due and payable on the 15th day of the next
succeeding calendar month the toial amount remaining unpaid of
the deferred interest which has accrued up to the date so fixed for
payment, and if any such ﬁayment shall so become due prior to the
15th day of April, 1922, then and in that event the remaining de-
ferred interest shall be and become due up to and be payable upon
each and every subsequent. 15th day of April and 15th day of
October during said 3-yeur period.

Both principal and interest of this obligation will be paid in gold
coin of the United States of America, of the present standard of
weight and fineness at the Treasury of the United States in the city
of Washington, or at the Sub-Treasury of the United States in the
city of New York, or, at the option of the holder hereof, at the Bank
of England in the city of London, England, in pounds sterling of
Great Britain, at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold of the
present standard of weight and fineness 4.8665 ¢o the gold pound
sterling of the present standard of weight and fineness.

The principal and interest of this obligation will be paid without
deduction for, and shall be exempt from, any and all taxation, pres-
ent or future, imposed by authority of th
or by any. political or local taxing authority within the British Em-
pire whenever, 0 long as and to the extent that the beneficial owner-
ship of this obligation is in (A) the Government of the United

States or }B) a person or association neither domiciled nor ordi-
«

narily resident in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
or (C) a corporation not orgarized under the laws of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. *

From tithe to time on or after the 15th day of April, 1924, at the
request of the holder of this obligation, the obligor, at the United
States Treasury, Washington, will convert all or any part of the
principal amount of this obligation into:

(1) An equal principal amount of engraved obligations bearin
interest at the same rate as the principal amount converted, an
substantially in the form indicated in Exhibit A, hereto attached,
payable to bearer and negotiable by delivery, with interest coupons
attached, in denominations of $50, $100, $500, and $1,000, or regis-
tered as to principal and interest and in denominations of élOO, $500,
$1,000, $5,000, $10,000, $50,000, and $100,000; and/or

(2) An equivalent princlpai amount, at the fixed rate of exchange
of $4.8665 to the pound sterling, of engraved obligations bearing

o obligor or its possessions .

s,
i
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- interest at the same rate as the principal amount converted, and sub-

stantially in the t rm indicate(P in Exhibit B, hereto attached, pay-
able to bearer and negotiable by delivery, with interest coupons
attached, in denominations of 100 pounds, 500 Younds, 1,000 pounds,
and 5,000 pounds, or registered as to principal and interest and in
denominations of 50 pounds, 100 pounds, 500 pounds, 1,000 pounds,
10,000 pounds, and 50,000 pounds. ,

At the option of the holder of this obligation, to be exercised by
such holder at the time of the making of each request for conversion, .
the obligations into which at any time the principal of this obliga-
tion, or any part thereof, shall be so converted may carry the deferred
interest not theretofore paid, and/or participation in the sinking
fund (f)ayments pt(tiyab]e as hereinafter provided ; othe: wise, such de-
ferred interest and/or such sinking fund payments shall remain pay-
able upon and in accordance with the terms of this obligation, not-
withstanding any such conversion. .

Upon any such conversion notation shall be made on this obligation
that the principal amount thereof has been reduced, as of the date
from which the obligations issued on such conversion shall bear in-
terest, by an amount equal to the aggregl:ate principal amount of ob-
ligations payable in dollars and equivalent at the rate aforesaid to
the aggregate principal amount of cbligations payable in sterling
money issued upon such conversion; and appropriate notation sha
also be made on this obligation to indicate whether the deferred in-
terest remaining unpaid at the time of such conversion, and/or par-
ticipation in the sinking fund payments payable as hereinafter pro-
vided are carried by the obligations received upon any such conver-
sion or remain payable in accordance with the terms of this obliga-
tion. In case’the principal amount of this obligation, or any part
thereof, shall be converted into obligations substantially in the form
indicated in Exhibit B, hereto attached, the obligor, forthwith and
as often as any such conversion shall be made, will cause to be pro-
mulgated all such rules, regulations and orders as are usual and
requisite to enable the bonds into which such conversion shall be
made to be sold and dealt in in Great Britain and will use its good
offices to secure that said bonds shall be listed on the London Stock

xchange.

The (ﬁ?ligor, howevre, in lien of making any conversion so re-
quested, by giving notice of its election so to do within 10 days
of the making of such request for conversion, may, in the manner
hereafter provided, pay and redeem a principal amount of this obli-
gation equal to the aggregate of the principal of the obligations
called for by such request for conversion. After the payment in
full of the deferred interest, the obligor, at its option, by giving
notice of its election so to do, may, in the manner hereafter pro-
vided, pay and redeem the principal amount of this obligation, or
any part thereof, unless and except to the extent that if said prin-
cipal amount has been specified in any such request for conversion
made prior to the giving of notice of such election of payment and
redemption.. Written notice of any such election by the obligor
shall be delivered to the holder of this obligation and shall specify
a date for such redeniption and payment not later than 6 months
from the date of such delivery. Within 20 days after the receipt
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of any such notice of election, the holder of this obligation may,
by notice to the obligor, determine upon and fix any date or dates
for such redemption and payment, at one time or in installments,
not later, however, than 12 months after the date specified in such
election. '

On the date or dates so fixed, at the option of the holder of this
obli;l;atlon, there shall become due and be payable, and the obligor
. shall have the right to pay and redeem, the principal amount of this
obligation specified in an{esuch election, and in the installments, if
any, fixed by any such determination, together with accrued interest
thereon to the date or dates of payment thereof, including all de- _
ferred interest upon such principal amount not theretofore paid; pro-
vided, however, in case the holder of this obligstion shall within
60 days after the receipt of any such notice of election give notice
to the cbligor of its determination to receive all or any part of the
sums Xaga le upon any such redemption in Liberty bonds of the
United States, then and in that event the obligor, to the extent so
specified, shall be entitled only and shall be obligated to effect such
payment and redemption in such Liberty bonds taken at par and
accrued and unpaid interest. If said principal amount shall be paid
by the obligor in the manner and on the date or dates fixed as herein
provided, interest on such principal amount shall thereafter cease.

In order to enable the holder of this bond, until its f)ayment in
full, at its election to prevent or curtail the export of gold from the
United States of America, the obliger, from time to time, upon the
request of the holder of this bond delivered at the British Embassy
in Washington, during such period or periods as shall be specified
in .any such request, will freely and publicly offer for sale in New
York City demand sterling drafts on London at thes equivalent of
$4.87} United States gold of the present standard of weight and fine-
ness to the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight
and fineness, and during such periods will sell such drafts to all
bidders at said price, and forthwith, upon the receipt of the proceeds
of all such sales, will pay the same to the holder of this obligation,
to be by it applied toward the payment of, first, the total amount
then unpaid of deferred interest, whether wholly or in part due or
not yet due by the terms hereof ; and, second, the principal amount -
of this bond, in dollars, and interest will be aa,usted accordingly.

To provide for the partial amortization before maturity of the
principal of this obligation the obligor shall make the following
payments,;termed sinking-fund payments, at the times hereinafter
designated, to be applied upon the principal amount of this obliga-
tion. ‘

(a) On the 15th day of October, 1928, and on each and every in-
terest payment date therenfter, to and including the 15th day of
April, 1938, an amount equal to the difference between 24 per cent,
computed upon the sum of $1,467,500,000, and 2} per cent, computed
as o% each date upon which such sinking-fund payment is to be made
upon the principal amount of this obligation remaining outstanding
and un{mxd upon each of said respective dates; and :

(tzl»e n addition to the pafyments provided in subdivision (@) on
October 15, 1928, the sum of $3.668,150; on April 15, 1929, the sum
of $8,668,750; on October 15, 1929, the sum of $3,668,750; on April
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15, 1930, the sum of $3,668,750; on October 15, 1930, the sum of
$7,337,600; on April 15, 1931, the sum of $7,337,500; on October 15,
1931, the sum of 57,337,500; on April 13, 1932, the sum of $7,337,500;
on October 15, 1932, the sum of $7,337,500; on April 15, 1933, the
sum of $7,337,500; on October 15, 1933, the sum of $7,337,600; on
April 15, 1934, the sum of $7,337,500; on October 15, 1934, the sum of
$7,337,500; on April 15, 1935, the sumi of $7,337,500; on October 15,
1935, the sum of g'i', B337,600; on Apri! 15, 1936, the sum of $7,337,500;
on October 15, 1937, the sum of $7,337,500; on April 15, 1937, the
sum of $7,337,500; on October 15, 1937, the sum of $7,337,500; and
on April 15, 1938, the sum of $7,337,500.

The aforesaid sinkinfg-fund payments shall be made in gold coin of
the United States of the present standard of weight and fineness at
the Treasury of the United States in the city of Washington or at
the Subtreasury of the Unii¢d States in the city of New York. or, at
the vption of the holder hereof, at the Bank of England in the city
of London, England, in gold pounds of Great Britain of the present
standard of weight and fineness at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars

old 4.8665 to the gold pound sterling. Appropriate notation will
made on this obligation of all payments made on account of the
principal thereof. No reduction in the principal amount of this
obligation subsequent to April 15, 1922, shall in anywise affect or
impair the obligation of the obligor to make payment of the full
amount of the deferred interest as hereinabove provided, and not-
withstanding any such payment on account of the principal amount
the obligation of the obligor to make payment of the deferred interest
as hereinabove provided shall remain in full force and effect.

The obligor, not less than three days before there shall become
payable on this obligation any amount for principal and/or interest,
current and/or deferred, and whether as sinking-fund payment or
through election of redemption in lieu of conversion or otherwise
(except amounts required to be paid on account of this obligation
resulting from the sale of demand starling drafts on London) for
the purpose of making such payments, will deposit the amounts
required therefor at the Treasury of the United States in the city
of Washington or at the Subtreasury of the United States in the
city of New York.

f and whenever any of the bonds of the United States issued
under authority of the acts of Congress, known, respectively, as the
second, third, and fourth Libertf' bond acts, or any bonds issued in
conversion of any said bonds shall he converted into other bonds
of the United States bearing a higher rate of interest than 4} per
cent per annum, then and in every such event a proportionate prin-
cipal amount of this obligation shall be by the obligor converted par
for par at the Treasury of the United States in the city of Wash-
ington into an obligation bearing interest at a rate exceeding that
previously borne by this obligation by the same amount as the in-
terest rate of the bonds of the United States issued upon such con-
version exceed the interest rate of 4] per cent, but not less than the
highest rate of interest borne by such bonds of the United States,
and in other respects identical with this bond. Every such conver-
sion shall be made as of the date when the bonds of the United
States were converted into bonds bearing such higher rate of interest,
and interest will be adjusted accordingly.
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So long as this obligation remains the property of the Govern-
ment of the United States of America, any notice, request, election,
or consent under the hand of the Secretary of the Treasury of the
United States shall be deemed and taken as the notice, request,
election, or consent of the holder of this obligation, and shall be suf-
ficient if delivered at the British Embassy, Washington; and any
notice. request, or election to the Government of the United States
shall be delivered to the Secretary of the Treasury at the United
States Treasury in Washington.

This obligation bears date April 15, 1919,

For the Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland-

Exmisir A,

(Foyrm of coupon hond payable in dollars.)

. T, D\ Y.

The Government of the Kingdom of Great DBritain and Ireland con-
verted .. per cent golré bonds maturing October 15, 1938.
eries «cu..- .

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland (hereinafter termed the obli%:n%, for value received, prom-
ises to pay to bearer, or if this bond be registered then to the regis-
tered Lolder hercof, the sum of e o dollars on the fifteenth
day of October, 1938, and to pay interest on said principal sum from
the fifteanth day of - cecc e 19.., at the rate of ... per centum
per annum, pa'\;able on the fifteenth day of —cceeeoo.. 19.., and
semiannually thereafter on the fifteenth days of April and October
in each year, but only upon the presentation and surrender of the
coupons for such interest, hereto attached, as severally they mature.
(In case the converced bonds of this series are to carr{ all or any
part of the deferred interest mentioned in the original obligation,
appropriate provisions dealing with such deferred interest will be
inserted here.) '

The {rfinci al and interest of this bond will be Faid in gold coin
of the United States of America of the standard of weight and fine-
ness existing on the fifteenth day of April, 1919, at the office or
agency whith the obligor will establish and maintain for that pur-
pose, until the payment of all bonds of this seriesi]in the Borough
of Manhattan, city of New York, N. Y., or, at the option of the
holder of this bond, said princi{)al and interest will be paid in the
city of London, England, in gold pounds sterling of Great Britain
of the standard of weight and fineness existing on the fifteenth day
of April, 1919, at the fixed rate of exchange of $4.86} to the gold
pound sterling. The principal and_ interest of this bond will be
paid without deduction for and shall be exempt from any and all
taxation, present or future, imposed by authority of the obligor or
its poossessions, or by any political or local taxing authority within
the British Empire,




REFUNDING OF OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 141

.. This bond is one of a series of Converted -..... per cent gold
bonds of the obligor maturing October 15, 1938, Series - --- , aggre-
gating $ . ___ in principal amount, bearing distinctive serial
numbers and consisting of coupon bonds in the denominations of
$50, $100, $500, and $1,000, and of fully registered bonds without
coupons in the denominations of $100, $£500, $1,000, $5,000, $10,000,
$50,000, and $100,000. Under such reasonable regulations as the
obligor shall prescribe and at its office or agency aforesaid, bonds of
this series of different authorized denominations, and as well coupon
and registered bonds, will be interchangeable, in equal aggregate
principal amounts, upon payment, if the obligor shall require, of a
charge not exceeding $1, for each new bond issued. This bond may
be registered as to principal in the name of the holder upon presen-
tation of the same for such purpose at the aforesaid office or agenc
of the obligor for notation of such registration thereon; after suc
registration no transfer shall be valid unless made by the registered
owner in person or by his duly authorized_attorney and similarly
noted hereon, but transferability by delivery may be restored by
transfer to bearer and like notation thereof hereon; no such registra-
tion shall affect the transferability of the annexed coupons, which will
continue to be payable to bearer. ) . .

(In case the converted bonds of this series are to participate in the
benefit of all or any part of the sinking fund payments mentioned
in the original obligation appropriate provisions dealing with such
sinking fund payments will l;)e inserted here. . )

For the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland:
(Form of Coupon.)

. S , No. cacmmaa

L0, | 15, 19__, the Government of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland will pay to bearer, at its office or agency
in the city of New York, the sum of e ___. dollars, in'United

States gold coin, or, at the option of the holder, in the city of London,
England, in gold pounds sterling of Great Britain, at the fixed rate
of 54.86% to the pound sterling, being six months interest then due .
on its converted ... per cent gold bond maturing October 15,
1938, series numbered - --. . ) .

For the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland:
. (Form- of Registered Bond payable in Deollars,)

| ! v
No. oo lieae

L J N ' oo ' < -
The Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
g;n}verted ...... per cent gold bonds maturing October 15, 1938,
ries —.__.-_. ‘ '

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land (hereinafter termed the obligor), for value received, promises
t0 pay t0 ceceemceccemeeeee , or registered assigns, the sum of
............ dollars on the fifteenth day of October, 1938, and to
pay interest on said principal sum from the fifteenth day of October
or the fifteenth day of April, next preceding the date of this bond,
or if this bond be dated as of any October fifteenth or April fifteenth
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then from the date of this bond, at the rate of ... per centum per
annum, payable semiannually on the fifteenth days of April and
October in each year. (In case the converted bonds of this series
are to carry all or any part of the deferred interest mentioned in the
original obligation, appropriate provisions dealing with such de-
ferred interest will be inserted here.) '

The principal and interest of this bond will be fpaid in gold coin
of the United States of America of the standard of weight and fine-
ness existing on the 15th day of April, 1919, at the office or agency
which the Obligor will establish and maintain for that purpose,
until the payment of all bonds of this series, in the Borough of Man-
hattan, city of New York, N. Y., or, at the option of the holder of
this bond, said principal and interest will be paid in the city of
London, England, in gold pounds sterling of Great Britain of the
standard of weight and fineness existing on the 15th day of April,
1919, at the fixed rate of exchange of $4.86} to the pound sterling.
The principal and interest of this bond will be paid without deduc-
tion for and shall be exempt from any and all taxation, present or
future, imposed by authority of the obligor or its possessions, or
by any Pohtical or local taxing authority within the British Empire,

This bond is one of a series of converted .__._. per cent gold bonds
of the obligor maturing October 15, 1938, series, aggregating
. S in principal amount, bearing distinctive serial numbers

and consisting of coupon bonds in the denominations of $50, $100,
$500. and $1,000 and of fully registered bonds without coupons in
the denominations of $100, $500, $1,000, $5,000, $10,000, $50,000, and
$100,000. Under such reasonable regulations as the Obligor shall

rescribe and at its office or agency aforesaid, bonds of this series of

ifferent authorized denominations and as well coupon and registered
bonds, will be interchangeable, in equal aggregate principal amounts,
upon 1paymems, if the Obligor shall require, of a charge not exceed-
ing $1 for each new bond issued. This bond is transferable by the
registered holder in person or by attorngg duly authorized, uson the
surrender of this bond at the aforesaid office or agency of the Obligor
and a new registered bond, or bonds of like aggregate principal
amount and carrying interest from the same date as that from which

the refgistered bond surrendered carried interest, will be issued to the -

transferee in exchange therefor upon payment, if the obligor shall
require, of a charge not exceeding $1 for each new bond issued.’

(In case the converted bonds of this series are to participate in the
. benefit of all or any part of the sinking fund payments mentioned in
’ the-Ori%inal Obligation, appropriate provisions dealing with such
Si'il)‘h:gd und payments ivgill be inserted here.)

a e ------------ ’ - o
I F]‘or éhe Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
reland. . .

»
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[Draft of May 10.]
SCHEDULE 2,

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land 5 per cent convertible gold obligation bearing date April 15,
19?31?’ mﬁturmg October 15, 1938. Principal amount $1,467,500,000.
Series E.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-

land (hereinafter termed the obligor). for value received, promises
to pay to the Government of the United States of America, or as-
signs, the sum of one billion four hundred sixty-seven million five
hundred thousand dollars ($1,467.500,000) on the fifteenth day of
October, 1938, and to pay interest on said principal amount at the
rate of five per centum (5%) Her annum from the fifteenth day of
April, 1919, at the times and otherwise as hereinafter provided. The
payment of interest accruing on this obligation up to the fifteenth
day of April, 1922, is postponed without compounding interest and,
save except and to the extent hereafter provided, no interest upon
this obligation shall be payable prior to the fifteenth day of October,
1922, e interest accruing during said three-year period is herein-
after termed the deferred interest. On the fifteenth day of October,
1922, and on each and every fifteenth day of April and fifteenth day
of October thereafter during the life of this obligation (said dates
being designated as the interest-payment dates), a semiannual in-
stallment of interest shall become due and payable on this obligation
equal to two and one-half per centum (2&%3’ of the principal thereof,
. The deferred interest, aggregating fifteen per centum (15%) of
the principal of this oi)ligation shall become due and payable as
follows: Installments of one-quarter of one per centum (17%) of the
principal amount of this obligation on each and every of the interest-
payment dates from the fifteenth day of October, 1922, to the fif-
teenth day of April, 1924, both dates inclusive; of one-half of one
per centum (3% ) of the principal amount of this obligation on each
and every of the interest-payment dates from the fifteenth day of
October, 1924, to the fifteenth day of April, 1926, both dates inclu-
sive; and of three-quarters of one per centum (3%) of the principal
amount of this obligation on each and every of the interest-payment
dates from the fifteenth day of October, 1926, to the fifteenth day
of A?\ril, 1934, both dates inclusive: Provided, however, that if for
any thirty-day period prior to the payment of all of the said install-
ments of deferred interest the average dollar-buying cable rate for
sterling in New York, as fixed by the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York City at noon each business day, shall equal or be in excess
of $4.84 United States gold of the present standard of weight and
fineness to the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight
and fineness, then there shall become due and payable on the fifteenth
day of the next succeeding calendar month the total amount remain-
ing unpaid of the deferred interest which has accrued up to the date
so fixed for payment, and if any such payment shall so become due
prior to the fifteenth day of April, 1922, then and in that event the
remaining deferred interest shall be and become due up to and be
payable upon each and every fifteenth day of April and fifteenth
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day of October during said three-year period subsequent to the date “g
upon which any such payment shall so become due,
Both principal and interest of this obligation will be paid in gold
coin of the United States of America, of the present standard of
weight and fineness, at the Treasury of the United States in the
city of Washington or at the Subtmusurg' of the United. States in
the city of New York, or, at the option of the holder hereof, at the
Bank of England in the city of London, England, in pounds ster-
ling of Great Britain, at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold
of the present standard of weight and fineness 4.8665 to the gold
pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fineness, _

The principal and interest of this obligation will be paid without
deduction for, and shall be exempt from, any and all taxation, pres-
ent or future, imposed by authority of the obligor or its possessions
or by any political or local taxing authority within the British
Empire whenever, so long as and to the extent that the beneficial
ownership of this obligation is in (A) the Government of the United
States, or (B) a person or association neither domiciled nor ordi-
narily resident in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
or (C) a congoration not organized under the laws of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. '

From time to time on or after the fifteenth day of April, 1924, at °
the request of the holder of this obligation, the obligor, at the United
States Treasury, Washington, will convert all or any part of the
principal amount of this obligation into—

(1) An equal principal amount of engraved obligations bearing
-interest at the same rate as the {)rincipal amount converted, and sub-.
stantially in the form indicated in Exhibit A, hereto attached, pay-
able to bearer and negotiable by delivery, with interest coupons at-
tached, in denominations of $50, $100, $500 and $1,000, or registered
as to principal and interest and in denominations of $100, $500,
$1,000, $5,000, $10,000, $50,000 and $100,000; and/or

2) An equivalent principal amount, at the fixed rate of exchange
of dollars gold of the present standard of weight and fineness
4.8665 to the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight
and fineness, of engraved obligations bearing interest at the same
rate as the principal amount converted, and substantially in -the
form indicated in Exhibit B, hereto attached, payable to bearer
and negotiable by delivery, with interest coupons attached, in
denominations of 100 pounds, 500 pounds, 1,000 pounds, and 5,000
pounds, ar registered as to principal and interest and in denomina-
tions of 50 pounds, 100 pounds, 500 pounds, 1,000 pounds, 10,000
pounds and 50,000 pounds. S L .

At the option of the holder of this obligation, to be exercised by
such holder at the time of the making of each request for conversion,
the obligations into which at any time the principal of this obliga-
tion, or any part thereof, shall be so converted may carry the ide-
ferred interest not theretofore paid, and/or participation in the
sinking fund payments payable as hereinafter provided; otherwise
such deferred interest and/or such sinking fund payments shall
remain payable upon and in accordance with the terms of this obliga-
tion, notwithstanding any such conversion.
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. Upon any such conversion notation shall be made on this obliga- -
. tion that the principal amount thereof has been reduced, as of the
date from which the obligations issued on such conversion shall bear
interest, by an amount equal to the aggregate principal amount of
obligations payable in dollars and equivalent at the rate aforesaid
to the aggregate prmcxgal amount of obligations payable in sterlin,
money issued upon such conversion; and appropriate notation sha
also be made on this obligation to indicate whether the deferred
interest remaining unpaid at the time of such conversion and/or,
participation in the sinking fund payments payable as hereinafter
provided are carried by the obligations received upon any such con-
version or remain payable upon and in accordance with the terms
of this obligation. In case the principal amount of this obligation,
or any part thereof, shall be converted into obligations substantially
in the form indicated in Exhibit B, hereto attached, the obligor,
forthwith and as often as any such conversion shall be made, will
cause to be promulgated all such rules, regulations, and orders as are
usual and requisite to enable the bonds into which such conversion
shall be made to be sold and dealt in in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland and will use its good offices to secure
that said bonds shall be listed on the London Stock Exchange.
The obligor, however, in lieu of making any conversion so re-

uested, by giving notice of its election so to do within 10 days of
the making of such request for conversion, may, in the manner here-
after provided, pay and redeem a principal amount of this obliga-
tion equal to the aggregate of the principal of the obligations called
for by such request for conversion. After the payment in full of the
deferred interest, the obligor, at its option, by giving notice of its
election so to do, may, in the manner hereafter provided, pay and
redeem the principal amount of this obligation, or any part thereof

(but if a part not in amounts less than $100,000,000 or its equiva-
lent) unless and except to the extent that said principal .amount
has been specified in any such request for conversion made prior to
the giving of notice of such election of payment and redemption.
Written notice of any such election by the obligor shall be delivered
to the holder of this obligation and shall specify an interest payment
date for such redemption and payment not less than three months
nor more than six months subsequent to the date of delivery of such
notice of election. . _

Within 20 days after the recelgt of any such notice of election,

the holder of this obligation may, by notice to the obligor, determine
upon and fix any date or dates for such redemption and payment,
at one time or in installments, not later, however, than 12 months
after the date specified in such election. On the date or dates so
fixed, at the ogtnon of the holder of this obligation, there shall be-
come due and be payable, and the obligor shall have the rifht to pay
and redeem, the principal amount of this obligation specified in any
such election, and in the installments, if any, fixed by any such de-
termination, together with accrued interest thereon to the date or
dates of payment thereof, including all deferred interest upon such
Erinclpal amount not therefore paid; provided, however, in case the

older of this obligation shall within 60 days after the receipt of

56941—21-—pr 4-—8
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any such notice of election give notice to the obligor of its determina-
tion to receive all or any part of the sums payable upon any such
redemption in Liberty bonds of the United States, then and in that
event the obligor, to the extent so specified, shall be entitled onl
and shall be obligated to effect such payment and redemption in suc
Liberty bonds taken at par and accrued and unpaid interest. If
said principal amount shall be paid by the obligor in the manner
and on the date or dates fixed as herein provided, interest on such
principal amount shall thereafter cease. -

In order to enable the holder of this bond, until its payment in
full, at its election to prevent or curtail the export of gold from the
United States of America, the obligor, from time to time, upon the
request of the holder of this bond delivered at the British Embassy
in Washington, during such period or periods as shall be specified in
any such request, will freely and publicly offer for sale in New York
City demand sterling drafts on London at the equivalent of $4.874
United States gold of the present standard of weight and fineness to
the gold pound sterling of the present standard of weight and fine-
ness, and during such periods will sell such drafts to all bidders at
said price and forthwith, upon the receipt of the proceeds of all such
sales, will pay the same to the holder of this obligation, to be by it
applied towards the payment in dollars of first, the total amount
then unpaid of deferred interest, and, second, the principal amount
of this bond, and interest will be adjusted accordingly.

To provide for the partial amortization before maturity of the
principal of this obligation the obligor shall make the following
payments termed sinking fund payments at the times hereinafter
designated, to be applied upon the principal amount of this obli-

tion.
ga(a) On the 15th day of October, 1928, and on each and every
interest payment date thereafter to and including the 15th day of
April, 1938, an amount equal to the difference between 2} per cent,
computed upon the sum of $1,467,500,000, and 2} per cent, computed
as of each date upon which such sinking fund payment is to be made
upon the principal amount of this obligation remaining outstanding
and uni)ald upon each of said respective dates; and ‘

(5) In addition to the payments provided in subdivision (a) on
October 15, 1928, the sum of ¥3,668,750; on April 15, 1929, the sum
of $3,668,750; on October 15, 1929, the sum of $3,668,750; on April
15, 1930, the sum of $3,668,750; on October 15, 1930, the sum of
$7.337,600; on April 15, 1931, the sum of $7,387,500; on October 15,
1931, the sum of $7,337,500; on April 15, 1932, the sum of $7,337,500;
on October 15, 1932, the sum of $7,337.500; on April 15, 1933, the
sum of $7,337,500; on October 15, 1933, the sum of $7.337,500; on
April 15, 1934, the sum of $7,337,500; on October 15, 1934, the sum
of $7,337,600; on April 15, 1935, the sum of $7,337,500; on October
15, 1935, the sum of $7,337,500; on April 15, 1936, the sum of
$7,337,500; on October 15, 1936, the sum of $7,337,500; on April 15
1987, the sum of $7,337.500; on October 15, 1937, the sum o
$7,337,500; and on April 15, 1938, the sum of $7,337,500.

The aforesaid sinking-fund payments shall be made in gold coin
of the United States of the present standard of weight and fineness
at the Treasury of the United States in the city of Washingon or at
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the Subtreasury of the United States in the city of New York, or, at
the option of the holder hercof at the Bank of England in the city
of London, England. in gold pounds sterling of Great Britain at the
fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold of the present standard of
weight and finecness 4.8665 to the iold pound sterling of the present
standard of weight and fineness. Appropriate notation will be made
on this obligation of all payments made on account of the principal
thercof. No reduction in the principal amount of this o})ligatmn

shall in any wise affect or impair the obligation of the obligor to -

make payment of the full amount of the deferred interest as here-
inbefore provided, and notwithstanding any such payment on ac-
count of the rincipal amount the obligation of the obligor to make
payment of the deferred interest as hereinbefore provided' shall re-
main in full force and effect.

The obligor, not less than three days before there shall become
payable on this obligation any amount for principal and/or interest,
current and/or deferred, and whether as sinking fund payment or
through election of redemption or otherwise (except amonnts ve-
quired to be paid on account of this obligation resulting from the
sale of demand sterling drafts on London) for the purpose of mak-
ing such payments, will deposit the amounts required therefor at the
Treasury of the United States in the city of ashin{'zton, or at the
Subtreasury of the United States in the city of New York.

If and whenever any of the bonds of the United States issued
uader authority of the acts of Congress known, respectively, as the
second, third, and fourth Liberty bond acts, or any honds 1ssued. in
- conversion of any said bonds, shall be converted into other. bonds
of the United States bearing a higher rate of interest than 4} per
cent per annum, then and in every such event a proportionate prin-
cipal amount of this obligation shall be by the obligor converted
par for par at the Treasury of the United States in the city of Wash-
ington, into an obligation bearing interest at a rate exceeding that
previously borne by this obligation by the same amount as the in-
terest rate of the bonds of the United States issued upon such con-

version exceed the interest rate of 4} per cent, but not less than the .

highest rate of interest borne by such bonds of the United States,
and in other respects identical with this bond. Every such conver-
sion shall be made as of the date when the bonds of the United States
were converted into bonds bearing such higher rate of interest, and
interest will be adjusted accordingly. ‘

So long as this obligation remains the property of the (Government
of the United States of America, any notice, request, election or con-
sent under the hand of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States shall be deemed and taken as the notice, request. election or
consent of the holder of this obligation, and shall be sufficient if de-
livered at the British Emlmssly, Washington ; and any notice, request,
or election from or by the obli
of the Treasury at the United States Treasury in Washington,

This obligation bears date April 15, 1919.

For the Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

gor shall be delivered to the Secretary .

¢
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Wabsworta Exmisrr No. 8.

[Draft of May 18.]

Regarding claims by British ’l‘reasm;r for reimbursement in dollars
for expenditures on behalf of France, 1taly, Belgium, and C. R. B,

L

(a) 'The claims of the British Treasury against France for dollar reimburse.
ment for the year 1918-1019 are summarized as follows:

(1) Cereals._ ... $344, 641, 786. 44
{(2) Sugar. 88, 741, 487. 85
(3) Arbitrage_ - e 50, 708, 565. 75
(4) Meat 152, 119, 775, 32
(5) Freight and insurance____...____ 249, 536, 090, 69
(6) Ministry of munitions..._.__..___ 08, 698, 381, 09
(7) Miscellaneous goods ... 83, 719, 842, 97
$1,008, 165, 980. 11

(h) The United States Trensury is unwilling to make dol-
lar advances for reimnbursement purposes on the following
items of this claimn ¢ :

(1) Chinese ex-eneiy vessels.......... $126, 215, 32
(2) Sulphate of copper........ ...o._..._ 14, H77, 851, 33
3) Cotton_ 10, 660, 983, 37
(4) Miscelaneous .o 8, 349, 970. 00
(3) $ C. R. B, neutral vessgels
($10039,072.54) ovv e 3,353, 224,18
(3§ neutral ciehis ($67,750,034.08) . 22, 506, 344, 99
(i) 3 requisitioned neutrals
< ($80,385,879.97) o 30, 128, 439, 99
(8) 3 disbursements in Chile
($222.525.50) (o oo e ——— 74175, 17
(9) 1 losses on requisitioned neutrals
($17912,926.82) - ..o v 3, 970, 975H, 44
(10) 3§ Norwegian insurance
($96,143,508.95) - o .. < 18,713, 134, 65

(11) 3} nitrate of soda ($9.902,268,76) ... 3, 300. 750, 25
(12) § Grangesherg iron (34.38£2,72251). 1,447, 574,17
(13) } Icelandic tish ($275,452.82) ... 91, 817. 61

B ——— 119, 393, 532. 47

(¢) Accordingly the total aggregate of claims agninst
France which the United States Treasury is willing to recog-
nize as proper basis for United States Treasury advances
for dollar reimbursenient purposes 8. oo oo 888, 772, 397. 64
(d) France has already paid the British Treasury for N
dollar reimbursement out of loans from United States
Treasury e accaecamcacan - - 928, (60, 000, 00

(e) Making overpayment by France of . ..o omuann 37, 227, 602, 86
1I.

(a) The claims, exclusive of those for cereals, of the British Treasury against
Italy for dollar reimbursement for the year 1918-19 are summarized as follows:

(1-2{ Manila hempo oo $505, 422, 76
(8) Frozen mento —cceeee—oo eea 633, 871, 90
(4-5) Admiralty doliar clahws..... mwm=w 1,362, 599, 20

{6) War office dollar clnims.____.____ 4,614, 08

(7) Bacon and lard, ex 8. 8. Brodholme 746, 280, 84
(8) Bacon and hams, ex stores U. K.. 690, 576. 64
(9) Morgan’s adjustment for final accts 320, 125. 21 .
. (10) Ministry of Shipping U. S. A, dis-
) bursements. .- ceiceencoececann 768, 968. 06




¢11) Ministry of Munitions, general

eladms . o £14. 632, 856.47
(12) Nitrocellulose 4, 265, 120, 42
(18) Six-inchshelt ..o - 9,268, 922, 00

(14) Miscellaneous further claims..... 3,869, 886, 0O

(0) The United States Treasury is unwilling to make
dollar advances for relmbursement purposes on items of the
miscellaneous further claims aggregating - oo

(¢) Accordingly the total aggregate of claims against Italy
which the United States Treasury is willing to recognize as
proper basis for United States Treasury advances for dollar
:ein;]b:nrsement purposes subject to deductions hereafter set
Ot §8 e e icr— . e —a————

(d) But ltaly is entitled to credit for the following items:

(1) Credit outstanding in Italy’s favor. $2, 272, 563. 67

(2) Shell steel balunce on hand. ... 269, 005. 67
(3) Overpayment on cereal shipments
101819 e 17, 097, 306. 32

(e) Accordingly the met total for which United States
Treasury is willing to recogiize as proper basis for United
States; Treasury advances for dollar reimbursement pur-
poses IS .

(a) The claims of the British Treasury against Belgium
for dollar reimbursement for expenditures on behalf of the
Belgian Government in the year 1918-19, as set forth
with Mr, G, O. May's report to the United States Treasury
dated July 10, 1919, agreed to by Mr. B, P, Blackett's letter
to Assistant Secretary of the Treasury Rathbone dated
1st December, 1919, aggregate - —coo--. $6, 504, 870.23

Add claim for cargo S. S, Frankmere...._ 644, 388. 81

"(b) The United States Treasury is unwilllng to make
dollar advances for reimbursement purposes on the following
ftems of this claim:

(1) Nitro cellulose . - - $923, 602. 80
(2) Nitrate of 80da. .o 302, 435. 98
(8) General orders .o 971, 686.

(o) Accordingly the total aggregate of claims for which the
United States Treasury Is willing to recognize as
proper basis for United States Treasury advances to
the Belgian Government for purpose of dollar reim-
bursement for expenditures by Great Britain on behalf
of the Belgian Government 8. e

v,
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428,970, 934, 57

@38, 975. 00

36, 338, 930, 57

19, 638, 875. 68

16, 695, 063. 91

7, 149, 259. 04

2,197, 725. 71

4, 951, 538. 33

(a) The claims of Pritish Treasury against the Commission for Relief in
Belgium for dollar reimbursement by the Belgian Government for expenditures
in the year 1918-19 by Great Britain on behalf of.the C. R. B, are summarized

as follows:

(O R.C.onW. S, claim..._..__.__ ——— $8, 612, 261,81
(2) M. of F. for bacon and lard........ 1, 611, 545. 61
(8) Ratlons o 8, 204, 258. 78
(4) Biscuits as rations. .. ___ 881, 252.

(5) Cotton, et€ oo cne el §78, 266. 88
(6) 1917, ministry of shipping......____ - 1,724,508, 75
(7) 1017, ministry of £00da ccuucucanan 169, 853. 19

(b) The United States Treasury is unwilling to make dol-
lar advances for reimbursement purpuses on the following
items of this claim:

(1) Cotton goods, cotton, etC..-weeueaa.. $573,206. 88
(2) 1917 ministry of shipping.caeee e 1,724, 508, 756
(8) 1917 ministry of food cm———— 169, 853, 19

-

$11, 368, 040. 06

2, 467, 626. 82
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() Accordingly the total aggregate of claims against
C. R. B. which the United States Treasury Is willing to
recognize as proper basis for United States Treasury ad-
vances to the Belglun Government for dollar reimburse-
reimbursement for expenditures by Great Britain on behalf

subject to deduct vns hereafter set forth, I8 ___. $8, 899, 313, 24
(d) C. R. B, is entitled to credit for counterclaim against
Grent Britain for charter hire amountiug to.. oo eaeo 2, 167, 052, 80

" .(¢) Net total of claims which United States Treasury
is willing to recognize as proper basls for United States
advances to the Belglun Government for purpose of dollar
reimbursement for expend.tures by Great Brita n on behalf
of C. R. B___ 6, 732, 260. 44

vl

The United States Treasury accordingly is prepared to make advances for
dollar reimbursement purposes o the respective Governments upon their re-
;pective requests and against the r respective duly executed obligations as
ollows ;

(1) To by oo $16, 693, 063, 91
(2) To Belgium (for expenditures on
behalf Belglan Govt.) oo oo . 4, 951, 533, 33

(8) To Belgium (for expenditures on
bhehalf C. R. B. if required by the

C. R. B. to meet such claims).__._ 6, 732, 260. 44

, —— 28, 378, 8i37. S8

VL

Certafn elnims of the British Treasury against the Comm.ssion for Relief
in Belglum, aggregating $2,467,626.82 are to be pa'd by the C. R. B. from sur-
plus funds In its possession, VII

The British Treasury wiil credit upon its respective claims for dollar reim-
bursement the amounts paid to the British Treasury by Italy, Belginm, and
C. R. B, as contemplated by paragraphs V and VI. The Brit'sh Treasury will
forthwith pay to the Secretary of the United States Treasury the sum of
$6,381,117.86, and, in addition, forthwith upon the receipt of sutid respective
an.ounts from Italy, Belgium, and the C. R. B., the British Treasury will pay
the sae to the Secretary of the United States Treasury, to be applied by him
upon ‘he obligations of the Goverprment of France acquired and held by the -
Secretary of the United States Treasury by virtue of the authority of the
Liberty Loan acts of the Congress of the United States subsequent to the
First Liberty Loan act. Such sums shall be applied to pay the principal of obli-
gations with accrued interest thereon to date of payment.

VIIIL.

(n) No further or other claims for dollar reimbursement shall be made by
the British Treasury and the foregoing arrangement as between the United
States Tregsury and the British Treasury shall be deemed a tinal settiément and
disposition of all claims for dollar reimbursement whether or not heretofore
put forward. :

(») If upon any checking or recasting of the respective accounts between the
British Treasury and France, Italy, Belgilum and the Commission for Rellef
of Belgium, respectively, it should appear that any of Great Britain’s claims
for dollar reimbursement recognized by the United States Treasury as a basis
for dollar reimbursement, or which has been included in the said claim for
dollar reimbursement recognized by the C. R. B, are inaccurate, in that the
correct amount has been exceeded by the claim as made and accepted in this
arrangement, then the dollar amount of such excess, instead of being repaid
to the debtor against whom the excessive claim was made or applied to any
other claim held by the British Treasury against that debtor, shall be paid
by the British Treasury to the Secretary of the Treasury to be by him applied
towards the payment of obligations of such debtor acquired and held by the
Secretary of the United States Treasury by virtue of the authority of the
Liberty Loan Acts of the. Congress of the United States subsequent to the
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" First Liberty Loan Act (in the case of the C. R. B, the application to be made
on such obligations of the Government of Belgium), : .

Wapnsworte ExmiBiT No. 9.

National debts of certain countries,

[Figures taken from Paper No. IV, Public Finance, in connection with the International Financial Cor.-
ference held at Brussels Septomber, 1920, or from the latest official pubiications available.)

(000,000 omjtted.}

Country. Unit of currency. Date, Internal. Exteml.; Total.
Armenia'«.........| Franc...........| FirstSmonths19l9............ . 4.6 ...l 4.6
Austrif. .cccaeieee.s Krone..oooooeoo] M2 31, 19180 caeieiiccencnicena)osonnnsne R .. 83,379.0
Belgium. ...... .| Frane.. . .31, .| 17,0039 1,687.6°| 19,5015

ubal......... Pesok «e Aug. 31, 1918 cer . 7 .9 §3.6
Czechoslovakia Krone ... 6,300.0] 3,025,0| 9,325.0
nlend...... .| F. mark .} Dee.31 e ceefosscassse colocoecssess) 1,072.6
10 .eenneernss] FINC.enreeent..] Bept.30,1000...00000000000 0000 "303,464.0°| 34, 185.0"| 206,500.0
Germany..... cocees| Mark..ooooons...] Mar.31,1920...........0000.....| 194,000.0 | 3,000.0 | 107,000,0
Great BritaIn.......| £..ccevepeecenes] MAR L, 1920 00ueenenneieneecaed 06,4115 ] 1,161.8! 7.5673.0
Greece.....ocuueeee .| Drachmas........| Mar.31 tesessascasansescans ,0083, 2,232.3 | 3,238.1
Hungaryi.......... Jany,de:., . 00l JRUIOONRN I Jooreeesessl B4,442.9
Italy. .oooveneaeee..| L Dec. 31, 1019. . 57,888.1 | 20,210.6 | 78,107.7
Latvia...... .+| Ruble...........| 1010........ 129.1 107.9 237.0
Liberia..... . Sept. 30, 191 2.1
Lithuanial. . ceelesrvosssonans 100.0
Poland....... JeseeelOu.cene... i Doe, 31, 1919.. 8,803.3 | 8,803.5
Rumania........... )} TP IR . |, S veose]seeciessone]ooqecseess] 9,000.0
Russiat.......oee.e Ruble........... Sept.1,1917.. . 0cccecicicncevcnas]ocsscssncaaereciecess), 32,300.0
Serbs, Croats, and | Let....ceeeeeea | JaN 1, 1004, . o oiciverrnrecacreans]onceoraacae]eserceces 14.3
Slovenes.

Lt From unofficial sources.
WapsworTH Exsieir No. 10.

Budget statements for 1919 or 1919-20 (or as noted) of certain countries.

{Figures taken from Paper No. 1V, Public Finance, in connection with the International Financial Con-
ference held at Brusscls, September, 1920, or from the latest official publications available.)

(000,000 omitted.) .
. Surplus or
Country. Unit of Period covered. Revenues, | EXpendi- | ‘gogeiancy
Ty currency. tures. | of'receipts.
Armenial...........] Franc......... First five months, 1919.... 1.9 6.5 - 4,6
Austrial... ..} Krone........ 1919-20. .. 00cvenncnaen eeess] 6,205.0 | 16,873.0 -~ 10,5780
Belglum.... oof France.eeeiece]essesaasaas ceeessscsascecnns 2,888.4 87147 |~ 58%6.3
Cubgl.......... voseel £ovoverrrannas| 101819, ... etsrssesssseans 12.8 10.8 + 2.0
Crechoslovakia. . .... Krone....oooufeseeninvrcncesnsercoccessss 3,708, 7 8,615.3 | — 4,9056
Esthonial........... Marks.........| Est. 1920...........cc..c0.| 3,750.9 2,780.9 [eioisesccnsen
Finland.......... s ks, . 8 - 1
Fra 0 - 37,8520
0 | — 44,906.0
4 |+ 0.5
b |z
7 - 12.8
. + 017
80,7 | - 12,062.1
. [ P 648.7 iicroicrncncns
Bussia Rable........ 230, 000, 0 -182, 000.0
Serbs, Croates, and
Slovenes......c....t DINBP. covieiecfoicnncnannes eonecasess 1,8588,0 -  843.0
Greet...ccoveevecess] DIACAMA.cco i ifieiniearersncaccrsnceeconacs 469.7 1,650.8 - 1,181,1
1 From unofficial sources. .

(The committee thereupon, at 12 o’clock noon, adjourned to meet
at 10.30 o’clock a. m., Thursday, July 21, 1921.)
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THURSDAY, JULY 21, 1921.

UNITED STATES SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10 o’clock a. m.
in Room 312, Senate ce Building, Washington, D. C., Senator
Boise Penrose presidinlg. )

Present: Senators Penrose (chairman), McCumber, Smoot, La
Follette, Watson, Calder, Simmons, Reed, and Gerry.

'The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. '

Mr. Heﬁ'elﬁn%er is here, from the Treasury Department, an éxpert
filing clerk, as I am informed. Is that correct, Mr. Heﬂ'alﬁnger?

. HEFFELFINGER. I am a filing clerk.

The CrAairMAN. And {ou' are ready to respond to any question
or inquiry concerning these documents relating to foreign loans.
Pending the arrival of the Treasury officials, the Chair suggests that
you proceed—— : '

Senator WaTsoN. They are here now, Mr. Chairman.

(Hon. Andrew W. Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury, and Hon.
Eliot Wadsworth, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, entered the.
committee room.)

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT OF HON. ANDREW W. MELLON,
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator La Follette, will you proceed? Just
before you %roceed, however: Senator Curtis sends word that he
will not be able to attend the meeting, but desires to be counted as.
makin ufp a quorum and in favor of reporting the bill as soon as-
possible, avora.blz.

Now, Senator La Follette, will you kindly proceed ?

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I have a printed copy of the exhibits pre-
sented by Mr. Wadsworth yesterday, in galley form. I have only
been able to look at the first three or four galleys since receiving it.

First, I notice, Mr. Secretary, in your letter to Ambassador Geddes
of May 11, that you refer to a conversation had with the Ambassador
on the 2d of May. Will you state to the committee whether that
conversation had reference to these loans?
| Secretary MELLON. The conversation was on the subject of the
oans.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. State what that conversation was, in-
substance. - .

Secretary MELLON. The preliminary——

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I will just withdraw that and ask you,
Mr. Secretary, if that was the first conversation you had with Mr.

eddes or any representative of any of the debtor Governments
regarding these foreign loans? 153
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Secretary MELLON. That was the first, and has been the only one
that I have had with any of the representatives.

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. That was on May 2?7

Secretary MeLLON. On May 2.

Senator La FoLLETTE. How long did that conversation last?

Secretary MeLLON. It was held at the Department of State.
There were present the Secretary of State and the ambassador, and
1 have forgotten the other gentleman’s name who was with the
ambassador, and Mr. Wadsworth, and myself. -

Senator LA ForLerTE. Up to that time had you exchanged, by
note or otherwise, any communications with any of the representa-
tives of the foreign Governments who are borrowers from this Gov-
ernment }

Secretary MeLLoN. I had not.

Senator LA FOoLLETTE. So this was your first exchange of views on
the subject of these loans? :

Secretary MELLON. Yes. '

Senator La FoLLeTTE. How long did this conversation last?

Secretary MELLON. It was but a short one, It did not develop into
angematters of importance relating to the loans.

nator Lo FoLLerte. Will you please state, Mr. Secretary, what
brought about the conference at the office of the Secretary of State?
State how it was arranged, in so far as you know.

Secretary MeLLON. I had spo.en before that to the Secretary of
State about these obligations and asked him what the procedure
sh%uld be to bring about some attention to the obligations, and he
said——

Senator Lo FoLLeTrTE. How early was it that you had that con-
versation with the Secretary of State after coming into the official
position which you how hold?

Secretary MELLON. As I recall it, it was Iperhaps two or three
weeks before the actual conference itself. It was shortly before.
Mr. Hughes said that he would meation it to the ambassador, and
that he suf)posed the natural way would be to arrange a conference,
and then I received word that he had made this appointment for us
to meet.

Senator La FoLLETTE. Will you please state what took place at

that conference, Mr. Secretary ?

Secretary MELLON. It was a general discussion. I believe it was
more largely on the whole financial situation of the Furopean Gov;
emments,gut;d we did not arrive at or discuss definitely the obligation
of Great Britain itself. The ambassador requested the information
in regard to the status of the claim against Great Britain and any
information that could be given to him, and undertook——

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. Did you judie from that, Mr. Secretary,
that he was not in possession of all the facts with respect to the
indebtedness of Great Britain to this country? -

Secretary MELLON. I believe that he was familiar with the indebted-
ness, but 1 would infer that he was not familiar with the details nor
with the details of the negotiations which had gone on, and therefore
he wanted to be posted on the situation; that is, to have it brought
up to date and know just what would be before us to be considered.

"Senator LA FoLLETTE. The negotiations that had been thereto-
fore carried on, if I remember your testimony and that of Mr. Wads-
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worth, upon the part of the United States, had heen largely conducted
by Mr. Rathbone ? ,

Secretary MELLON. Yes. '

Senator LA FoLLETTE. And on the part of the English Govern-
ment by Mr. Blackett ? '

Secretary MELLON. Yes.

Senator LA FoLLerTE, Was Mr. Blackett in this country, do you
know, during the time that those negotiations were going on, or was
he in England, and did Mr. Rathbone ﬁo there to confer with him ¢

Secretary MELLON. I really do not know. Perhaps Mr. Wads-
worth would know.

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. Those negotiations were carried
on in England and France.

nSéenator La FoLLerTE. Not here. Mr. Blackett was not here at
a

Assistant Secretary WansworTH. Not during the negotiations,

Senator La FoLLeTTe. What, if anything, did Ambassador Geddes
say in this first conversation about the extension of the time for pay-
ment of the indebtedness and interest .

Secretary MELLON. That, as I said, was not considered. We did
not get to the consideration of the claim itself nor—— :

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I understood that you did.not, in the way
of detailed consideration, but I was inquiring if he made the state-
ment that they should urge upon this Government the extension of
the loan, the principal sum, either by excha;fe of securities the pay-
ment of which would be a long time deferred or otherwise, and also
the nonpayment of the interest. Did you get as far as that at.this
first conversation ? S

Secretary MELLON. No. There was no request in that regard.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. About how long did this interview take?

Secretary MELLON. It was probably half an hour.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Was there nothing said about deferring
payment of either interest or principal ? '

ecretary MELLON. No; we did not go into that.

Senator La FoLLETTE. You did not take that up at all?

Secretary MELLON. It was general conversation. I believe the
subject of deferred interest was referred to in general conversation,
not relating to England, but to a great many of these Governments.
This was really not a negotiation at all. It was just a preliminary
conference, and the matter of laying the basis for the further con-
sideration, was made by the request for information which he made.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Did you regard the conversation as im-
portant enough to make notes upon it? :

Secretary MELLON. No. .

Senator LA FOLLETTE. Or preserve any memorandum with refer-
ence to it ?

Secretary MELLON. No. .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. But at that conversation: the request was
made on the part of the British ambassador for memoranda and
documentary data that would put him in possession of all the details
of the previous negotiations $ '

Secretary MELLON. Yes. .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. And it was pursuant to that that you
transmitted to him this letter of May 11, then ¢ :
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Secretary MELLON. Yes.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. In this letter you refer to inclosures or
exhibits which are numbered from 1 to 8, inclusive, in the letter.
Do you remember that : .

Secretary MELLON. The letter will give that information.

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. Yes; the letter shows that.

- Mr. Stewart, will you lay a copy of this proof before Mr. Mellon so
that he can follow it? I wented to ask something about the memo-
~ randa which I do not understand, and I think it will be convenient

to have it before him.

I notice, Mr. Secretary, in this letter that you refer to various

memoranda which are transmitted to him along with the letter,
numbered 1 to 8, inclusive, I direct your attention to paargraph
No. 4 of the letter in which it is said:
4, CoEy (of draft of May 13 of instrument entitled ‘‘Schedule 1. The Government
of the United Kinggom of Great Britain and Ireland 5 per cent convertible gold
obligation bearing date April 15, 1919, maturing June 15, 1947, Principal amount,
$577,500,000.”

Mr. Secretary, do you understand from the instrument entitled
“Schedule 1” that there was a proposition on the part of the British
Government to exchange Government obligations which Great
Britain owned or to exchange Government bonds of the British
Government for the obligations of that Government to us to the
amount of $377,500,000 ¢

Secretary MELLON. As I understand it, in the negotiations there
was a_tentative proposition in relation to funding the obligation of
Great Britain, that obligation merely being a due bill or an “I O U”;
and under the authority that the Treasury had, under the Liberty
loan acts from which the funds came which were advanced to Great
Britain, there was worked out a proposition in regard to the different
amounts, a funding proposition as authorized in the Liberty loan
acts, and this is a part of that. You see, under the Liberty loan
acts the amounts had to be treated separately. I do not know
whether I explain it clearly, but that is merely what they were

endeavoring to do.
Senator McCumBER. I would like to understand what the Secretary

means by that. ,

Secretary MeLLON. The Treasury had authority, as you know, to
accept from Great Britain bonds which were equivalent to the terms
of our Liberty loan bonds, and this was in pursuance of that. What
they were doing was tentatively to work out a plan of the refunding
as authorized under the Liberty loan acts. S

Senator McCuMBER. Was this a tentative proposition made by
this Government to Great Britain .

Senator La FoLLeTTE. These exhibits show the negotiations that
were under way and carried up nearly to the point of an agreement
between representatives of this Government and ‘'a representative of
the Government of Great Britain, and this memorandum to which I
have directed the Secretary’s attention, in paragraph 4 of his letter,
:p‘zgrs one of the items concerning which there had been this nego-

iation.

Senator McCumBeR. Was that an item in the shape of a proposition
or a submission by this country to Great Britain as to whether that
should be the term, etc., of the bond ¢
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Senator L.A FOLLETTE. The Secretary’s letter, which you heard read
here yesterday, I suppose——
Senator MCCUMBER. Yes. o
Senator Lo FoLLETTE. States just how he regards the negotiations.
They had not reached the point of an absolute agreement.
Secretary MeLLoN. What they were endeavoring to do was to
work out, under the authority that is set forth in the Liberty loan
acts, what Great Britain could do in the way of extending these loans.
It was not in the shape of a binding proposition; it was merely what
they planned. They had the authority to do that under the Liberty
loan acts and they were endeavoring to work it out, and these are
the memoranda on the subject which were sent to the ambassador
50 he would he posted. All of this is much better summarized in the
report of Secretary Houston to Congress. You will find a table there
of what they were endeavoring to arrive at.
Senator L.A FoLLeTTE. You understand, then, that that memo-
randum referred to in (raragmph 4 suggested an exchange of se-
curities that were provided for in the legislation of Congress?
Secretary MELLON. Yes. .
" Senator LA FoLLETTE. Do you understand that all of the other

memoranda which recorded the development of this negotiation he-
tween these representatives are strictly in accord with the legisluiion
of Congress?

Secretary MELLON. I believe so, entirely.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Then you think, do you, that under that
legislation they could have gone to the extent of completing this
transaction ? o

Secretary MeLLoN. Oh, yes.

Senator [.A FoLLETTE. Without coming to Congress for any further
authority ?

Secretary MELLON. Yes.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. The negotiations Erovided for an exchange
of securities that wonld extend to some of these obligations, the pay-
ment of them, for 25 years, did they not ?

Secretary MELLON. 1947, was it not? Yes; up until June 15, 1947,

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Even for the full amount of the British -
obligation to this Government ?

Secretary MeLLoN. Oh, no; that was only the portion that was -
under that particular Liberty loan act. The reason for asking Con-
gress for authority now is——

Senator L.A FoLLETTE. That you want to- travel outside of that?

Secretary MELLON. Yes; because it is all split up. You can not
make a good job of it. You will have a lot of different kinds of obli-
gations from Great Britain, which is not desirable, But all they
could do was to work under the authority that they had.

Senator La FoLLETTE. Do you understand that the $577,500,000 is
the full amount the payment of which could be deferred under the
legislation of Congress ¢ ’

Secretary MELLON. I presume a part. )

Senator LA FoLLETTE. To that period of time?

Secretary MELLON. I have not gone into that.
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Senator La FoLLETTE. I notice further along in the memoranda
marked 4, on galley 5, Mr. Secretary, if you care to turn to it, that
paragraph 1 says:

(1) The obligaticns of Series A, B, (', and D are to aggregate in principal amount the
sum of $1,155,000,000, viz, the amount of such obligations acquired by the United
States under the firat Liberty loan act, and are to he dated April 15, 1919, and are
to mature June 15, 1947,

How much, if gou know; of the total debt of Great Britain is subject
to being deferred for 25 years?

Secretary MELLON. I preseme that which is stated here.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. You think that is the full amount, do you?

Secretary MeLLoN. I think so. '

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. If you will look at the schedule
just above, Senator La Follette-——

Senator LA FoLLETTE. You mean:the little table above?

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. Yes; thelittle table above shows
the amount under the first Liberty bond act and the amount under
the second and subsequent Liberty bond acts.

Secretary MELLON. It is set forth there very clearly.

Senator LA FoLLerte. Yes. I have only had an opportunity
since I received these proofs to glance them over very hastily, and
then only the first three or four of them.

Secretary MELLON. But, you see, that is a very cumhersome way
to split it up; and then there are varying rates of interest.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Did the memoranda disclose that they were
negotiating to defer not only the principal sums due and the interest
thereon, but to make provision that no interest should be collected
upon the deferred interest obligations? Do you remember that their
negotiations went to that extent ? )

ecretary MELLON. I do not know whether anything definite is
referred to in that respect.

Assistant Secretary WApswoRrTH. That is set forth in the letter.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. It caught my eye in a number of places,
running through here, that in every reference to the deferment of the
obligations here it provided, in every case, that there should be no
collection of interest upon interest.

Our interest obligation here is some three or four years old, as to
a portion of it. Yet it would seem that it was not only in the mind
of the debtor, but that the representatives of the Government at that
time were quite willing to make an agreement that all interest upon
interest shduld be forgiven. :

Is that your view of what should be done with these Governments ?

Secretary MELLON, I could notsay. Ihave not examined carefully
as to what the obligation is there. A ’

Senator LA FoLLETTE. You know that Great Britain, for instance,
owes us something like $400,000,000 in interest ?.

The CuatrMAN. More than $400,000,000 ?

Senator LA 'FoLLETTE. Yes. A portion of that has been due for
one year, and other portions for at least two, three, and four years.
We have lost the use of that money. Our Treasury Department has
had in the meantime to negotiate loans from the public through the
sale of its Treasury certificates at an interest rate of some 5 per cent
or more. I think it is now about 53 per cent, is it not, that those
Treasury certificates bear ?

Sécretary MELLON. Yes.
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Senator La FoLLETTE. Of course the interest upon thst interest,
if it had been gaid, would have amounted to a very considerable sum.
1 have not had time to reckon it out in any definite way, but I think
it would amount to some $40,000,000 or $50,000,000 of interest
;v{nli%h could he claimed upon the nonpayment of the interest which
ell due.

Do you contemplate any arrangement with these Governments by
which that will be forgiven ?

Secretary MeLLoN. I think it would ‘be entirely proper to collect
interest on the overdue amounts of interest; but, as I say, I do not
know what the obligations muy be arising from the advices and nego-
tiations which have gone before. 1 woulﬁ expect, before coming to a
conclusion in regard to the matter, to examine and make myself
acqinamted with all of the matters in connection with that question.
As I say, I do not know what may have been said to Great Britain on
the subject. 1 have not gone into the details.

Senator La FoLLeTTE. Well, you have had your attention called,
of course, to these memoranda which you transmitted to Mr. Geddes
in your letter of May 117

ecretary MELLON. Oh, yes; but vou understand that it has not
come to a question of giving serious consideration to the matter?

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Do you think, from such examination as
you have made of these conversations that passed between the
representatives of the two Governments and of the exchange of
notes tltlgt was made, that we have incurred an obligdtion to remit that
mteres :

Secretary MELLON. I do not know. There is a possibility of its
being either way; but, as I say, I have not gone into the question
thoroughly. .

Senator La FoLLETTE. Do you think there was any authority given
by Congress in the act that it passed for such an cbligation to be
incurred by the officials of the Treasury Department $ ‘

Secretary MELLON. What obligation do you mean? )

Senator LA FoLLETTE. I mean the extension of the interest obliga-
tion and the discharge of any obligation upon the part of these
debtor Governments to pay interest on interest.

Secretary MELLON. They seem to assume that.

Senator LA FOLLETTE. Ivam asking you if you think they had a
right to assume it.

Secretary MELLON. They may have had. I do not know.

Senator REED. Senator La Folletté, I do not want to interrupt the
course of your examination, but I can stay only for a few minutes,
and I would like to ask several questions. .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Go right ahead. )

Senator REED. I would like to ask your kind permission to put
three or four questions.

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Take the witness. .

Senator REED. Mr. Secretary, I understood you to say yesterday
in your examination that you re%?rdcd this Government as morally
bound by the negotiationg which had been carried on by your prede-
cessors in office and by Mr. Rathbone and others representing this
Government. Is that correct?

Secretary MeLLON. I think that is correct. To what extent I do
not know; but in a general way I think there is an obligation.
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Senator ReED. I want to get your viewpoint, Mr. Mellon, how you =
feel, not in reference to the legal obligations—I am not asking you
to pass on the law; but there were negotiations carried on, and there
is produced here a letter which was written under date of May 11 by
yourself and addressed to Mr. Geddes. Attached to that letter are
various documents setting forth the terms of proposed agreements.

I call your attention to that as a preliminary. With these docu-
ments before us on yesterday, at least with the letter before us, you
were asked these questions, and I want to read you the context:

Aseistant Secretary Wansworra. I think at our first hearings I described these
negotiations that went on between Mr, Rathbone and Mr. Blackettin Europe. Those
negetiations were partly by letter and partly verbal. Out of them grew the suggested

ment a8 outlined in that letter that was just read, which appears in the Secre.
tary’s annual refort. The letters and the memoranda which grew out of those con-
ferences have all been sent up here and are now there in proper form and in exactly
the sequence and the way in which they were filed in the Treasury Department,
every single document.

Senator RErD. Then, let us have them.

As?:'t‘aini Secretary WapsworTr. And they have been here now since last Febru-
ary, nk,

Senator REED. Let us have them now. Can you find them?

h'l‘l;e CuairMaN, Let Mr. Heffelfinger produce any paper called for out of these
chests,

Secretary MeLLon, Senator Reed, while those are being produced, I would like to
state that this report of S8ecretary Houston refers to this understanding that we spoke
of. Mr. Wadsworth has that mn

fdet}::or?llnm. All right. t is that page, Mr. Wadsworth, that you are going to
re m

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. As to the situation with regard to the interest?

Senator REeD. Yes.

Assistant Secretary WApsworTH. Page 58.

Senator Reep. Well, that is the page I read from.

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH, You have read that.

‘In the early autumn of 1919, the Treasury informed the treasuries of the European
Governments to which it had made advances that it was prepared, in cgse they so
desired, to discuss with them the exchange of the demand notes for long-time obliga-
tions, and in that connection the defe of interest collection during the recon-
struction period of two or three years from the spring of 1919, " .

Now, that was done during these negotiations which Mr. Rathhone carried on in

aris,

Secretary MeLLoN, Which, you will observe, is a statement to those Governments
that their interest will be deferred. That is the understanding to which I referred.

Senator Warson. Let me ask you this question, Mr, Secretary: Whatever Secre-.
tary Houston may have said or done or thought, and whatever Secretary Glass may
have said or,done or thought, in connection with this proposition, do you consider
yourself bound by those underatandings to extend this interest payment period?

Secretary MEeLLoN. When representation was made by the Secretary of the 'l’remu?
to the foreigh Governments that they could regard that interest as being deferred,
consider that the Governmnent of the United States ic under obligation to defer it.

Senator WarsoN. That is what I want toget at. Have you had any correspondence
with any of the Chancellors of European Governments with regard to that question?

Secretary MELLON. Only the letter to the British ambassador, which was brought
here, giving him the status of the British claims.

Senator Reep. Where is that letter?

Senator WarsoN. May I proceed for a minute?

Senator Reep. Well, let us get that letter. .

Senator WaLsr, And I suppose he wants to add also the conversation which was
referred to yesterday. . . .

Senator WarsoN. What else, besides this letter of which you spoke and this state-
ment with rezard to those untfentandings, have you in the Treasury upon which to
base your decision as to your future policy?

Secretary MeLLoN, What is that? : e

Senator WarsoN. You say you have a letter here, to which you just now referred.

Secre MEeuLoN. Thatisaletter to the British ambaseador giving him a statement
of the British indebtedness,
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Senator WatsoN. When was that letter written and by whom and to whom?
Secretary MeLLoN, My, Wadsworth has it there.
Senator Reep. Let us have the letter read. .

f A little later on, after that letter had been read and after thes
 exhibits which were attached to it were read, the following occurred:

Senator REED. Are those documents attached to that letter?
. Assistant Secre WapswortH. They are all attached.
3 Senator WarsoN. There is nothing with regard to the extension of interest payment,

Mr. Secretary? .

: Secretary MeLLoN, No. . 4

- Senator Watson. Have you had any communication of any kind from any of the

‘B officials of any of the countries of Europe that owes us money with regard to the exten-

" sion of interest payment? ‘

Secretary MeLLoN. No.
Senator WATSON. Have you written any letters or had any sort of understanding

~ with them verbally with regard to an extension of payment of interest?

Secretary MeLLoN. No,
Senator WATsoN. Awhile ago you said that if these understandings had been had

- hitherto by previous Secretaries of the Treasury, or either of them, with regard to the
extension of payment of interest you would he bound by those understandings. What
' evidence have you in ¥our department of such understandings?

. Secretary MeiroN. There is a statement of the Secretary of the Treasury that such
. Tepresentations have been made to those Governments, and that they were advised
- that if theﬁso desired this interest would be deferred.
- Senator REEp, On what—— . : \
Senator WarsoN. Wait a minute. One at a time.
Senator ReEp. I want to get that statement clear.
" Senator WArson. That is what I want to do. You say that the Secretary of the
. Treasury said that statements had been made of that character Who made those
statements and what evidences are there in writing of those statementa?
Secretary MELLON. I do not know, other than those memoranda of the negotiations.
Senator WatsoN, You have not looked them up, then? .
. Secretary MeLLoN. No.
' Senator Warson. So that this statement made by the Secrema' of the Treasury.
B Mr. Houston, that Mr. Wadsworth has read from, ie the only evidence of that kind
- that you have, is it? ‘
Secretary MeLLON. I would not he sure that there is not other evidence. I rather

think there is. .
Senator Warson, Have you seen those memoranda, Mr. Wadsworth, to which Me.

Houston refers, the memoranda accompanying the conversations with regard to the
extension of interest when these people met to discuss the matter?

Assistant Secretary Wapswonri. They are right here. Here they are.

Senator \VaTsoN. You have them here?

Assistant Secretary WapswortH. This is the result of their negotiations.

Senator WATsoN. Attached to the letter?

Assistant Secretary WansworTtH. Yes, . .

Senator WarsoN. Then, what is Mr, Heffelfingor looking up in these boxea?

Then Mr. Wadsworth said that there were a lot of letters and cable--
- grams which constitute the memoranda of those conversations——
2 tin’xrh?e CHAIRMAN. Senator Reed, are we not taking up unnecessary

e
. Senator REED. I am sorry to take up so much time, but I think it
1s important. .

The CHAIRMAN. To reread testimony taken only yesterday seems
rather tedious to me, personally. I do not know how it seems to -
the rest of the committee. ] i ,
auStel:gator Reep. Mr. Mellon said, after his attention was called to

18:

That is the report, and in addition to that you understand thete conversations that
on recognized that understanding that the intereat could te deferred by

were carrfed
these govetnments, They took that for granted, as I understand it.
56041 —21—p1 4—-T
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I have read that to try to put before. you all the testimony, or prac-
tically all of it, because I can not get out of it & clear understanding,
I would like to know whether you regard yourself or this Government
as morally or legally bound to carry out any of the 'pro;;lcj)sitions set
ﬁrth in?t_ e various documents which are attached to this letter of

ay 11

Secretary MELLON. You understand that I can not say whether .
I am morally or legally bound until I have examined the documents
and examined into the question, which I have not done. I have only
the knowledge of the report of Secretary Houston and a casual refer-
ence to these documents, and I have not considered that there was
occasion to go into the details, hecause we had not come to the actual
negotiations on the subject. I would expect to go carefully into all
these (uestions and expect to take advantage of all the rights that
we have; but, as I say, I have not gone into the question. I have
been busy on other matters, and I only know what I have gathered
generally, just as you are doing now. I have before me the report of

ecretary Houston, and in that he suggests in that connection the
deferring of interest collection during the reconstruction period of
two or three years from the spring of 1919, with the statement that
in case they so desire the deferring of interest would be made. That
is in the Secretary’s report to Congress. Those memoranda are all
of the matters, so far as I have looked into them, I have not made
a careful examination at all, and I have not considered the question
at all, because I have not come up to it.

.Senator REED. What about this answer, then? I want to know
if you want to change it.

Secret:{gﬁlnnon. . When representation was made by the Secretary of the Treas
to the fo Governments that theﬁr could regard that interest as bein deferred“,r{
consider that the Government of the United States is under obligation to defer them.

Secretary MELLON. I do not think I should change that. That -
is the situation as it exists.

Senator REED. If that was the situation as to the deferred interest,
it would be the situation as to all the other representations that were
made by your predecessors ?

Secretary MELLON. But you understand that most of that defer-
ment has already elapsed. It has been accomplished to a great
extent.

Senator REED. But also in connection with the matter of defer-
ment the question is taken up as to how that should be done, whether
the present obligation should be paid now or whether they should be
scattered over a dperiod of many years. It is all in these papers.
Would you regard the United States Government as bound by that?

Secretary MELLON. I say I do not know, because I see here set
forth by Secrotary Houston a definite Emposntion as to the extension,
How far they went with that I do not know. I do not know what my
obligation is, because I have not made examination sufficiently to
determine.

Senstor REEp. You would feel bound by whatever was done by
your predecessor, whether it had been closed up or not?

Secretary MELLON. I would not state it as broadly as that, because
{;)herednl:)ay have been things done that I would not consider I was
yound by.
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Senator REep. How far would you consider yourself bound ?

Secretary MELLON. By the conditions that I can ascertain from the
documents themselves and from what has been done. As I say, I
am not prepared to say at this time.

Senator REEp. Mr. Chairman, that brings me right up to this
question, and I will state it to the committee.

I have examined not all, but about two-thirds of these documents
which were produced to-dt:f'. In view of the Secretary’s testimony
that he does not know, until he has examined the documents and cor-
res(i)ond.ence, whether he is going to reFard himself as bound or not,
and as it goes to the whole question of the funding of this debt and
the terms upon which it is to be funded; as it invoives the waiver of
something like a hundred and twenty million dollars of interest upon
interest, as it involves the acceptance of an obligation which, instead
of being according to the law in the form of our Liberty bonds, sub-
stantially takes up, I think I can say, several thousand words in a
long, involved contract written into the face of the bond, I am going
to ask that the Secretary of the Treasury examine these documents
and come back here prepared to tell us what he proposes to do in
regard to the whole question; that is, whether he proposes to carry
out this tentative arrangement, whether he regards it as binding,
and, if not binding, then what he does gn'opose to do. *

The CHAIRMAN. What arrangement, Senator Reed ?

Senator REED. Senator, attached to the letter of May 11 are copies
of memoranda of neiotiations that went on between the British
Government and the American Government, not only with reference
to the British loan but with reference to other loans. '

The CrairMAN. That is not an agreement.

Senator REep. That is just the question, whether the Secretary
will regard it as an agreement when he gets through or not. He
states here in one of his answers that he feels bound as to the under-
standing arrived at—that refers to the deferring of the interest—
because he thought it perhaps was morally binding. Yet he tells us
this morning, very naturally, that not having examined these docu-
ments he is not ready to commit himself.

The CHairMAN. Would you pardon me one moment? I know .
that I ought not to inject myself as a member of the committee here,
because we are here to examine the Secretary, but it seems to me that -
you are overlooking the difference between an expression of opinion
or a tentative negotiation as distinguished from an actual agreement.
I take it that the Secretary would be bound by an actual agreement
gl: t:lqderstanding, even verbal; but a mere tentative negotiation is not

inding.

Senator REED. Senator, I will try to make the thing as plain as I
can make it. These various papers appear to be memoranda of con-
versations between the representatives of this Government and Great
Britain. They are set down in the form of agreements. They con-
tain specific provisions that the United States shall not be bound
by this document until it has been agreed to. But the very next
document that we see, the one that will succeed the first one, treats
as a settled fact certain things that are referred to in the tentative
or first draft. And so we go through it, and they have been acting
upon 'it, deferring the payments under it, although we have got no

evidence yet that there was a specific agreement to do that.
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I take it that the situation is this: These negotiations were carried
on. They never were actually signed up between the two Govern-
ments, but both Governments acted upon them, and under those cir-
cumstances the guestion will arise, Does Secretary Mellon regard
himself as bound? The only man to answer that in the world
is the Secretary, and he can not answer it until he has examined the
doruments.

I do not want to prolong this hearing. I want to bring it to a close.
But we-can not bring it to a close, in my judgment, properly, until we
know what the Secretary’s position is. My vote in the Senate is
foing to be determined by his answer to this and similar questions.

think other votes will be so determined.

Senator WATSON. Here is the way that I understand the situation
We now know the amount of money that each nation owes us. We
know the amount of interest that each nation owesus. We know the
situation, so far as the deferred payments are concerned. We know
the amount of money that stands to the credit-of each nation, and
we have the statement of the Secretary that he does not feel himself
obligated to furnish any money from those credits at any time in the
future, as far as credits are concerned. . : ,

We also have the statement that up to this time seven hundred and
thirty millions of interest have been paid by these foreign nations to
us, and substantially every dollar of that has been furnished by us
to them for the payment of that interest. The money they paid to us
as interest they got from us.” The Secretary has said that he does not
feel obligated, in the absence of any specific understanding, to permit
money to be paid by us to them for the purpose of paymi interest
to us, on the debt they owe us. It looks to me as though we had
cleared away practically all of the underbrush and have arrived at
this one thing yet to be determined. That is, whether or not there is
such an understanding growing out of this letter or any documents of
like character that bind the Secretary morally or legally to defer
interest payments. : :

Senator REED. Or to accept particular kinds of obligations.

Senator WaTsoN. There is nothing of that kind invoived, is there¥

Senator LA ForLeTTE. Oh, yes. ey are specified in many cases.
. Senator WarsoN. He has already stated in & previous examina-
tion that there miﬁht be other kinds of obligations——

Senator REED. In this correspondence there is & scheme laid out
for the entire settlement of these debts, the kind of bonds that they
are to give, ‘the kind of interest they are to have, the kind of sinking
fund that is to be created. All that is laid out in this document;
and it is constantly represented that in no case is interest upon
interest to be counted. ‘

If a man undertook to examine the witness and read these docu-
ments to him and agk him what he was ioing to do under them, it
would take two or three days time. In the interest of shortening it
up I think the Secretary ought to take these documents and cor-
respondence and be prepared then to tell us whether he feels obli-
gated in any way by these various instruments or what has transpired
under them or outside of them——

Senator Watson. It is the business of the committee, of course,
to direct the course of the examination, and not to get into contro-
versial issues, but I would like to ask Senator Reed this quéstion:
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Suppose we determine that certain commitments have been made by
Secretary Houston or Secretary Glass in reference to this question of
deferred payments, rnd the Secretary feels obligated and says so.
Then what do you propose to do?

Senator REED. Then it becomes a question of what Congress will
do, whether they will give him the authority to settly the cases as
l(;e may see fit, or whether Congress would say, No, that can not be

one. .
Senator WarsoN. That cuestion will come up to Congress, any-
how, and are we willing to ?ve the Secretary authority to settle that’
question in the absence of what commitments may have already
been made ? : ‘
. Senator LA FoLLerTE. We would like to know what his attitude
is going to be after he has examined the document.

enator WaTso~N. My understanding is, Senator La Follette, that
he says if these obligations exist and these commitments have been
made, he feels bound by them. , . .

Secretary MELLON. Let me just make a statement in regard to this.
I have not gone into all the details of these commitments, as I sa?r and
there may have been other obligations. I would not consider, i 1 had
full authority, that this tentative arrangement was a good one. I
would go at it from the beginning. I would endeavor to put it into
shape as one obliﬁation and cover all of the interest and all that we
would havs a legal and mozal right to include. I do not see, myself,
how, in the face of the statement made here, of which the foreign
Governments were advised, that they could have this deferment of
interest which is expressly stated here, that you can go for two or three

ears, and after that time has very iargely elapsed say, ‘‘Now, you

ave to go back and pay t(nlp this interest. and pay comfound interest.”
It seems to me that would be going to an extreme. It is what cxists
that I have to be guided by. .

Senator Reen. Mr. Mellon ﬁou do not know what exists, yet.

d tSe%retary MeLrox. No. I have not had occasion to go into it in
etail.

Senator WaTsoN. Let me get to the finality. Suppose we assume

that the obligations exist and he is bound by the commitments,

Then what can we do ? )

Senator Lo FoLLETTE. Sup%ose he assumes one thing and we find
another. We want to know what he proposes to do, do we not—how
far he feels himself bound ¢ )

Senator WaTsoN. I am_assuming, though, that he feels himself
bound to live up to any obligation these people have made and that it
is the understanding when we report this bill out that we are bound.
Then what can we do in Congress ?

Senator REED. Let me answer that. Secretary Mellon is here
asking that a bill be passed which gives to him practically unlimited
authority in the matter of making these settlements. If Secretary
Mellon is of the opinion that this Government is bound by certain acts
and that he must do what his predecessors have outlined, then if he
says that and we know what thosc acts were—and we do not know yet,
fully—we would know whether we wanted to give him authority (o do
those acts. If he says, upon the other hand, that he does not regard
himself as bound, but will treat this thing in a big, broad, business
way and settle it according to the law as it existed, you have an
entirely different proposition.

nv“
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We are not obliged to };lmss this bill and we are not obli%led to ratify
any act of any man in the Treasury Department unless that act was
within the law. I have not the sllghtest hesitancy in saying that if
these things were done that we find hinted at, they were done in utter
defiance of the law. .

Secretary MELLON. Will you let me say that I would consider it m
duty to do that which was to the best interests of the Government ¢ ‘Ir
was careful in writing this letter to say:

The papers can not be said to have been in any sense the drafts or proposals of either,
and the fact that any provision is contained in them does not indicate that either was
prepared to agree to it.

I did not commit myself to anything that had gone before, in writ-
ing to the ambassador, but when you ask a question in regard to this
deferment which was made, with the foreign Governments advised of
it definitely for a specific time, it does seem to me that that has gone
to an extent that you can not reverse it.

Senator REED. You also said this, in discussing these negotiations.
tI' am not trying to cross-examine anybody. I just want to get at a

act.

The CuarrMAN. We all want to get at the facts, and we are in-
debted to you, Senator Reed, for your careful scrutiny of this trans-
action.

Senator Stmmons. If Senator Reed will pardon me, I think, Mr.
Chairman, that on yesterday the Secretary made this impression upon
my mind, and I think probably on the minds of most of the members
of the committee, that while probably he had not investigated the
whole matter and the data connected with this question as thoroughly
as he would before he took final action, yet acting upon the informa-
tion that had been brought to his attention, and with his present
understanding, he had rather reached the conclusion that the Govern-
ment of the United States was bound by this agreement which Sena-
tor Reed describes as a tentative understandini: and the impression
was created that if this authority were given him he would regard
that matter as settled.

Now the Secretary makes another statement to-day, showing that
his mind is still not finally made up. It is made up, however, if there
are no additional facts brought to his attention to change his present -
impression. I think it is very important for us, before we give this
authority, to have some definite understanding of what is going to be
the ultimate decision of the Secretary with reference to whether this*
matter has already been foreclosed and whether he is bound, whether
he wishes to be or not, by some negotiations that have heretofore
taken place. L .

Congress might have an ides, if the Secretary will give us a definite
statement, that the Secretary had reached an erroneous conclusion
and one upon which the Government did not wish the settlement of
these obligations to be predicated. Congress might, disagreeing
with the Secretary, :'laﬁ' that “We will instruct you ahout this in the
law we pass. We impose limitations upon the authority given
and will direct you not to proceed to a settlement until further nego-
tiations have been had and further conclusions reached.”

So far as the negotiations that were carried on by Mr. Rathbone
were concerned, my understanding is that while he and the English
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negotiator had come very nearly to an agreement, they did not reach
8 final agreement, and that the negotiations were called off, not at
our instance, but at the instance of the English Government. How
we would be bound in those circumstances by the discussions and
tentative understandings that these representatives of the two Gov-
ernments had, I can not understand.

Secretary MELLON. You are not bound by those. .

Senator SiMmoNs.  Secretary Houston, bﬁ saying that he has this
view or that view about it, can not bind the Government any more
than I think the Secretary can bind the Government.

Secretary MeLLON. But would you allow me to say this—-

Senator SiMMoNs, We may give him authority to bind the Gov-
ernment, but he has not that authority yet, and Secretary Houston
did not have the authority at the time.

Secretary MeLLON. I would not consider myself bound by these
tentative proposals, and so forth. The only thing referred to was
this statement that we informed the treasuries of the European
Governments to which we had made advances that this Government
was prepared to defer the interest. They have been informed that
we would do so. It has gone further than merely a tentative pro-
posal in that respect. _ :

Senator Simyons. Let me ask you a question. In the absence of
authority—you are coming now to us and asking us for authority,
and that presupposes that in your judgment you have not the author-
ity—in the absence of authornéy do you think that Secretary Houston
had the right to bind this Government by an agreement reached
between him and the European Governments that we would post-
pone this interest oo

Secretary MeLLoON. I do not know. I presume he must have
considered that he had the authority to make that sort of a direct
statement and advice to the foreign Governments. But I would
say this, that if I had the broad authority I would not proceed on
this plan at all. It is a cumbersome plan, and I think a very much
better arrangement can be made, better for this Government in the
actual amount that will be received, by treating this as a whole and
taking it and making the most out of it and putting it into form for

available use in the future. Without that authority you have to" -

proceed on a plan that is authorized under these various acts, and
you have to {go along on that general plan; and,at least, so far as any
tentative deferment of interest or failure to require compound inter-
est, and so forth, is concerned, I do not know, and would not know
without examining into these papers and into the whole matter.
That is what the negotiation would be. It would be to endeavor to
get at the facts and make the most of the transaction.

Senator SiMMONs. When we first opened these hearings it was
made clear to the Secretary, I think by some of us, that there were
two things that were of outstanding importance in the minds of
Senators in connection with the Eranting of this power that the
Secretary asks. First, whether there would be an effort to sub-
stitute German bonds for bonds of other foreign Governments in-
debted to us, and, secondly, what was going to be done about the
postponement of interest. .

I remember that I said to the Secretary in a question that I asked
that I was asking it without any curiosity in the matter, but I thought
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Congress was entitled, before acting upon his request for power, to
erence to the settlement of these
matters, as those two questions were involved; and I think that is

know what was in his' mind with re

the feeling in Congress. I think if the Secretary were prepared now

to give us some positive statement as to what is 1n his mind and what

would be his pu:ipose with reference to those two fundamental

questions, it would cl

concerned.
Unless those two points can be cleared up I think there will be

very great hesitation about qmng him the power. We might be
erfectly willing to give him latitude, and very much latitude, but

think we would all like to know exactly his mind and his purpose

with reference to those two fundamental points.

Secretary MzLLoN. Then I will state that there is not the re-
motest expectation in 1'111{ mind of accepting German bonds for any
other kind of bonds. ere is no expectation of anything of that
sort.

As far as the question of interest is concerned, I would expect to
provide for the collection of all of the interest that is legally duc to
the United States. I do not think I can say any more than that.

Senator Reen. Mr. Mellon, you do not mean to provide for any
particular time ¢ ,

Secretary MELLON. How is that?

Senator REep. You would want to have that left so that you
could scatter the payments over a period of years?

Secretary MzLLON. If necessary.

Senator REED. Just one thing further—

Senator SiMMoNs. Senator, then the question is, Does the Secre-
tary consider himself foreclosed with reference to any adjustment of
t]l:is i;lterest by these negotiations that Rathbone carrned on over
there

I understand he is not able to tell us yet whether he does so consider

himself foreclosed, and I think your position is a very defensible one,

that the Secretary ought to have an opportunity, if he cares to make
further investigation, in order to reach a conclusion about that. He
ought to have an opportunity to make investigation and then come
back and answer definitely to us.

Sccretary MELLON. My idea would be that the procedure would

be to have each Government, if they ask for any deferment of interest
or any modification or anything of the kind, to make their statements
of the reasons for it and what their claims are, whether they were
entitled to it, ete. I would not consider myself under obligation for
some tentative arrangement that had not been agreed to.

Senator REep. Exactly. "And now the question will arise at once
whether it has been agreed to in such form that it is binding. Let
me call your attention to this fact: You say, Mr. Mcllon, that you
think we are bound to the forgiving of the interest upon the interest

Secretary MELLON. No; we are not bound to forgive any interest.

Senator REEp. You say we are bound to the deferring of the
interest because there appears in the Secretary’s report this language:

In the early autumn of 1919 the Treasury informed the treasuries of the European
Governments to which it had made advances that it was prepared, in case thefv L)
desired, to discuss with them the exchange of the demand notes for long-time obliga-

tions, and in that connection the deferring of interest collection during the recon-
struction period of two or three years from the spring of 1919.

ear the atmosphere so far as this legislation is
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That is only a statement that they were prepared to discuss it; and
Ket, because they refer to interest in there, you say you think we are

ound by that; we have acted upon it. .

The same statement embraces the matter of the exchange of demand
notes for long-time obligations, and that embraces the entire ques-
tion of settlement.

Proceeding upon that, they had negotiations. Those negotiations
-embraced not only the qlllxeqtion of deferring interest, but the ques-
tion of the forgiving of the interest upon the interest, the character
-of the long-time obligations, the interest upon the long-time obliga-
tions, the adjustment or settlement between Great Britain and the
United States of joint claims that the two countries had against
-certain other countries, and the entire proposition is all drawn into
this case b{ the statement that I just read.

I think that the Secretary ought, in his own interest and in the in-
terest of a plain statement, so that Congress can understand it,
to take these documents and the correspondence which Mr. Wads-
worth referred to yesterday which could modify these documents,
and go through them carefully with what help he desires to employ,
and then he can tell us whether he regards himself as bound in any
respect. If he has a perfectly free hand, then he could outline to us
in a general way what his purposes are. I think that is only fair.
I thnlllk we could sit here for a month, as we are now, and not get
anywhere. '

Senator WaTsoN (reading): .

In the early autumn of 1919 the Treasury informed the treasuries of the European
-Governments to which it had made advances that it was prepared, in case they so
-desired, to discuss with them the exchanges, etc. . :

Did any nation ever notify this country that it so desired, or did
‘the thing just run along without any effort to collect the interest

Secretary MELLON. I really do not know. . L

Senator WartsoN. You have not run across anything.to- signify
that they so desired ? ,

Secretary MELLON. Not so far as I know.

Senator WATsoN. I did not know whether it had just been per-
mitted to drift. o .

Senator La FoLLETTE. All these negotiations between Mr. Rath- .
bone and Mr. Blackett took place after this period named in the-
Secretary’s report; that is, in the early autumn, he says, of 1919,
when “the Treasury informed the treasuries of European Govern-
ments to which it had made advances that it was prepared,’’ etc.
Following that, all of these negotiations took place, and then, pur-
suant to the negotiations which did not reach, perhaps, the point
of an actual agreement, the Treasury Department has proceeded
upon that plan fixed in the negotiations and has extended the pay-
ment of the interest as named in these negotiations clear up to the

resent time, and it is said in these negotiations that interest is not
Eo be collected until April, 1922-—more than a year hence.

Senator REED. And that no back interest is to be collected.

. S‘cﬁmtor La FoLLeTTE. Nointerest upon interest is to be collected
.t *

* Senator REED. Let me call attention to the necessity of the
Secretary’s making this examination. It is recited as one of the
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conditions of this bond, which occupies, I think, thousands of words—
I have not counted them—

From time to time, at the request of the holder of this obligation, the obligor, at.
the United States Treasury, Washington, will convert all or any part of the principal
amount of this obligation into— .

(1) An equal principal amount of engraved obligations bearing interest at the same-
rate as the principal amount converted, and substantially in the form indicated
in Exhibit A, hereto attached, payable to bearer and negotiable by delivery, with
interest coupons attached, in denominations of $50, $100, £500, and $1,000, or regis-
tered as to principal and interest and in denominations of $100, $500, $1,000, $5,000,
$10.000. $50,000, and $100,000; and/or

(2) An equivalent principal amount, at the fixed rate of exchange of dollars gold
of the present standard of weight and fineness 4.8665 to the gold pound sterling of the
present standard of weight and fineness, etc.

It looks to me as though that were an effort to equalize exchange..
I do not know whether that is true or not.

Secretary MeLLON. Oh, no. If you understand, that is a plain
statgmeut that it is at the parity of exchange, the governing rate of
exchange.

Senstgor REED. But we are to take the bonds at $4.86. One
pound would equal $4.86, and the pound may be down to 50 cents
on the dollar. I do not say that is so, Mr. Mellon. In a hasty
reading of a thing of this kind I can not form my opinion.

Secretary MELLON. But when this money was advanced it was
rovided that it should be at the terms authorized in the Liberty
oan acts.

Senator REED. The terms authorized in the Liberty loan acts were
the payment of dollars, as I understand it. This instrument is full
of such provisions. Here is a provision that they can pay in Liberty
bonds at par. Liberty bonds may be down. They could pick them
up in the market and pay them in at par. I do not say that that is
wrong. I am calling attention to the multitude of questions involved.

Secretary MeLLoN. But it is wrong. You understand that we are
not bound by any tentative gropositions there. I would not con-
sider that we would be obliged to take Liberty bonds at par if they
are selling at a discount. :

Senator REeD. The question that we are at, Mr. Mellon, is this:
Here are some negotiations. You think we are bound as to part of
those negotiatiors and you do not know whether we are bound as
to the rest or not until you go through this correspondence. That
is what I am trying to get at. I would like to have you take this.
correspondence and all these ﬁmpers and examine them carefully, and

, us whether you think you are bound
in any respect, morally or legally, and vhether you think you have
got a perfectly free hand. .

Secretary MELLON. I might be able to arrive at that conclusion.
It is a pretty big aji)b to go over all these matters. I expect to have
to go over them all in order to—— ’

enator REED. I am sure it will not take you nearly as long as the
discussion will take on the floor of the Senate, if the matter comes
up there in this nebulous way. )

Secretary MELLON. It seems to me a plain, straightforward propo-.
sition, if the authority is given that I can take this amount of mone
that they owe and take the interest on it and make the most of 1t
that can be made. To what extent what has been done heretofore:
is binding I do not know.
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Senator REep. You mj%ilt think it binding and Congress might
think it not binding, and that is just the reason——

Senator S1mmoNs. Your disposition and desire are to take this case
as it is and make the best out of it that you can for the Government,
but you may think your hands are tied in a way that Congress thinks
your hands are not tied. .

Secretary MELLON. Yes; but you do not know, for instance, what
these Governments may have. They may have something that we
do not have. They may be able to present something that would
have a material bearing. ’

Senator LA FoLLETTE. These. other Governments ?

Secretary MELLON. Yes, sir. _

Senator SiMMoNs. What have they that we have no knowledge of ¢

Secretary MeLLoN. I do not know. .

Senator SimMons. 1 can not conceive of anything.

Secretaty MELLON. I have not been in these negotiations at all.
I donot know. I am not anticipating that they would have anything,
but you have to meet conditions as they absolutely exist, and if there
should be something of that kind that was binding it would have to
be observed. :

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Then do you not think that it would be a

od idea to ascertain that fact and then come back and report to

‘ongress what the conditions actually are so that Congress, when it
votes upon this matter, shall know what it is doing ?

Secretary MeLLox. I would be rather handicapped in a negotiation
to settle this matter if I had no authority to do it.

Senator L.A FoLLETTE. You would ascertain what the actual -con-
ditions are, what the obligations of the Government are, what the
claims of the other Governments are, and report that information
back to Congress, and then we would know, if we gave you carte
blanche in the matter, what we were doing.

You say, yourself, that vou do not know that these other, Govern-
ments have facts or records of which we know nothing; and until
those are produced you can not know that the whole situation is and
what our obligations are and what our opportunities are.

Senator Reep. I beg to suggest that it is a very easy matter to get .
at. The Sceretary wrote a Tetter and inclosed thése documents. .
All he has to do is to communicate with the British Government and .
ask them if they claim thero are any papers or documents or commit-
ments outside of these instruments. Having an answer to that,
which he ought to get very promptly, because he has given them this
information some little time ago-——— . .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. Two months ago.

.Senator REEp. He can take these ﬁapers and take his advisers or
his secretaries—I do not know that he needs any advisers—and sit
down and go through them and then he can give us an answer.

Mr. Chairman, I do not want to be doing so much talking, but I
want to do the rifht thing in this matter, the practical thing. I have
a very great deal of confidence in Mr. Mellon, but if this thing
on to the floor in the state and in the form in which it is now, we will be
debating it until next October. If it comes on with a clear-cut state-
ment, and with the recommendation of this committee, probably a
bill can be enacted with reasonable promptness.
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my duty to
our own Government. If some other person can do that, if a com-
missioner can be appointed, or somebody, I would be very glad to be
relieved; but you can not make a good piece of work of this without

having authority to do it; I am sure of that; and y »u can not do it .}

B 3
B

in the way of legislation—rather, I mean you can not——
Senator CALDER. You can not set down hard and fast rules?

. Secretarﬁabsfm.wn. You can not do'it by way of legislative neﬁ‘(iltia-
tions. It has to be done like any piece of work of that sort. ere
is a certain amount of money owing there. It does not appear to
me to be difficult at all; and so far as any rights that they may have
for the deferment of interest, etc., those will appear and will be con-
siderel(,léfand it will be obvious whether we are bound by what has

e before. .

gO%he statement I made was that when a public statement is made
and the foreign governments have been advised that theg would have
this privilege of deferment, it seems to me that it would be going to
an extreme to say to them now that they can not have that defer-
ment to the extent stated. No private individual would do that.

Senator REED. But the thing is not a commitment. Asfarasitis
printed here it sim;})lly says in case they so desire we are prepared to
discuss with them the exchange of demand notes for long-time obliga-
tions. That has not been done, and in that connection, to discuss

- the——

Senator Stumons. I understood Senator La Follette to say a little
while ago that they antedated this Rathbone conference. .
Senator LA FoLLETTE. Oh, yes; by two years, or a year and a
half, anyhow. )
_Senator WarsoN. Those letters refer to the question that we are
discussing here, the postponement of interest {
The CHAIRMAN. That 18 all they refer to.

Secretary MeLLON. As far as I am concerned, I am not anxious to ‘

have the regponsibility of these negotiations. I would consider it
o the best I could and make the most for the interests of ‘R

Senator WATsoN. I read a few of them. Do they undertake to |

bind the Government in any way ? . )

. Secretary MeLLON. You understand those were tentative negotia-
tions and were not binding on either party, and it is so stated in my
letter to the ambassador. o

Senator Siumons. If they are not binding, how can you say that,
the letter written before, suggesting this conference, is binding ?

SecretaryMeLLON. Woul you consider that after two years have
elapsed, when a ptblic statement has been made and the govern-
ments have been advised that they had the privilege of this defer-
ment of interest, and no question had ever been raised about it——

Senator SiMMons. Did the Secretary at any time after this Rath-
bone conference say they would be extended that privilege? I have
not heard it read.

Senator La FoLLETTE. It is not on page 58, the matter that has
been read here. That simply says they were notified.

Secretary MeLLON. But the deferment has gone on for two years.

Senator La FoLierTe. That may have been just through the
carelessness of our representatives. ~

Senator Symmons. It may have been that the Treasury felt that
the situation was such that they could not well demand payment
of the interest. :

gl
i B
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b tthtlﬁi CuairMAN. They could not get it; that is the substance of
- e ng.

i Senatgr Smumons. Yes; and therefore they did not demand it.
Senator Reep. Let me make this suggestion: The clause redd

& from the Secretary’s report is a mere statement that we will take

up two things. One is the matter of the long-time obligations, and

& in that connection, the deferring of interest. Two years afterwards

negotiations were entered upon. The Secretary states that because
that clause regarding the rayment of interest appears in that docu--
ment and we did not collect the interest and did not force these
nations to pay, therefore we are bound as to that.

Let us see where that leads us.

In ithese documents which are attached to the letter occur the clause
about deferment of interest and occur the whole scheme for the long-
time obligations, and paragraph 6 says: '

Anvthing herein ¢ntained to the contrarv notwithstanding, it is distinctly under-
stood that the Secretarv of the Treasury, in the exercise of his unrestricted discretion,
shall determine whether or not the exchange of obl'aqations contemnplated by this
arrangement shall be actually made and concluded, and if he shall determine to make
such exchange the time when such exchange shall be offected. In case the Secre-
tarv of the Treasurv shall determine not to make such exchange, then this arrange-
ment shall cease to have any future effect whatsoever. Nevertheles, until such
exchange is effected or until the Secretary of the Treasury has given notice that he is
not willing to conclude the arrangement for such exchange, neither the principal nor
the interest will be demanded on the aforementioned demand obligations of the
British Government contemplated to be exchanged as above provided, except only
to the extent that such principal or interest would be payable under the terms of the
obligations for which it is now contemplated that the same shall be eventually ex-

changed. .

There is an nﬁreement there that they will not demand the interest
without notice during these negotiations.

Secretary MeLLoN. I understand thoroulghly that I am not bound
by any of those tentative arrangements. 1t is so stated, clearly, and
so stated in my letter to the ambassador. C

Senator REeD. Then the statement comes that there may be other
correspondence. That was made yesterday. There may have been
other arrangements. I sent for these papers and started to get them

out, and then we adjourned. I still insist upon my proposition that -

the Secretary ought to take these papers and tell us what he is going
todo. Ihavegot to ﬁ)rto my office, but I want to be voted that way.

Senator StMMoNs. Mr. Wadsworth, I understand, has made a more
careful examination of the pq,?ers than the Secretary has made per-
sonally. I want to ask him if there has betn any statement by the
Secretary of the Treasury since the termination of those Rathbone
conferences which could in any way bind this Government to any-
thing that the conference might have discussed ¢ ,

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH.. I have never seen any state-
ment of any sort that would bind the Secretary of the Treasury.

Senator SiMmoNS. The statement of the Secretary was a statement
made before those conferences and had reference to the clearing of
the way for those conferences.

Assistant Secretary WADSWORTH. Yes.

Senator SmooT. If you have no objections, I would like to ask
Senator Reed a question.
. The CHAIRMAN. Senator Reed, Mr. Smoot wants to address an
inquiry to you. '



174 REFUNDING OF OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS,

Senator Smoor. As I understand you, in the statement you just
made you suggested that the Secretary of the Treasury or the United
States Government direct a letter to a representative of the British
Government and ask whether there were any other obligations or
understandings in relation to the payment of the interest that do not
appear in certain papers that have been produced.

nator REED. Attached to the letter of the Secretary of May 11.

Senator Smoor. Do Kou not think that would be a rather strange
procedure, to ask another Government to tell our Government what
obligations there were ?

Senator REED. No; if they claim that there are any negotiations
or agreements outside of what are in these documents. The only
reason I s ted that was that the Secretary said that they might
come forward and claim something of that sort. :

Senator Syoor. Never mind, Senator; let it pass.

Secretary MELLON. As I said before, this is a tentative arrange-
ment. Tentative arrangements are not binding. A statement has
been made in every instance to that effect. e only thing that I
said in regard to what may have constituted an obligation on the part
of this Government was that advice to those Governments that they
had the privilege that had been ‘given. If I owed Senator Reed some
money and he said I could defer the payment for three years, and
then at the end of two years, without ever having sai alr:lything
further about it, he should demand that interest, I think I would con-
sider that I was entitled to three years, because I was given that infor-
mation and it was acted on. I think that between two individuals'
it would constitute a contract to that extent. That is only an
opinion; but, at the same time, if it has gone to the extent of being
an obligation——

. .. Senator LA FoLLETTE. May I ask you right there, Mr. Secretary,
if the negotiations also covered the noncollection of interest upon
interest, and that had not been done, you would then feel that ?you

were foreclosed from collecting interest upon the unpaid interest '

_ Secretary MeLLoN. I doubt whether I would consider that,

because— .

 Senator La FoLLETTE. If it had been acted on in the same way as
the other, why would you not be bound in like manner ¢ .
Secretary MELLON. To the extent of the time that has expired, I

think we would be bound up to that time, but I am not sure about,

that. If it, could be included, I would expect to include it.

Senator REep. But the time has expired, and we can not go back
and make them pay it as of some time prior to this. But the ques-
tion would arise whether you would feel thet you were now privi-
leged to say to them that you now want the interest, or whether gou
would feel bound to extend it over a period of years, as outlined in

this scheme.
Secretary MELLON. I would expect to collect all of the interest we
“are not precluded from including.
Senator REEp. The question is, what do you think we are pre-
cluded from ¢
Secretary MELLON. I do not know. '
Senator REED. We will never get at this, Mr. Chairman, unless we

can have the Secretary do as I suggested.
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Senator StuMoNs. In regard to the assurance that they might have
‘this deferred interest—that was for three years, was it not ¢

Senator WaTsoN. Two or three years, the letter said. .

Senator StuMoNs. I understand that you say those three years
have already elapsed . .

Senator LA FoLLETTE. No; not until April, 1922.

Secretary MELLON. More than two years have elapsed, and we are

in the third year. e ) .
Senator Reep. This clause in this instrument would be some evi-

-dence of the understanding up to that time:

Nevertheless, until such exchange is effected or until the Secretary of the Treasury
has given notice that he is not willing to conclude the arrangement for such exchange
neither the principal nor the interest will be demanded on the aforemention
-demand obligations of the British Government.

So that it would seem that Kou are at liberty to notify them that
you want this money, and that you will make the exchange for
securities upon the basis laid down in these documents.

Do you think that would be the case $

Secretary MELLON. What would be the case? ) .

Assistant Secretary WADswoRTH. As I understand it, Mr. Chair-
man, those documents are no commitment to anybody. That was

erfect}y clear when they were written. They were just a suggested
-form of doing this thing, and they meant nothing, any more than
any other memorandum would. .
he CHAIRMAN. That is my understanding. -

Senator REED. And yet these documents which were made after
all these negotiations took place are some evidence of the state of
mind of the parties at that time, and when one. of these documents
-contains a clause that ‘‘nevertheless until such exch is effected
or until the Secretary of the Treasury has given notice that he is not
willing to conclude the arrangement for such exchange, neither the

rincipal nor the interest will be demanded on the aforementioned
emand obligations of the British Government contemplated to be
exchanged as above provided,” that would seem to indicate that this
Government was left in this shape, that pending these negotiations it
would not collect the interest, but that the moment it declared the.
negotiations off it then would be at liberty to demand this interest. .
s not that what your view of it is, Mr. Mellon? -

Secretary MELLON. I think that is so.

Senator REED. So that it does not look as though we had made an
absolute agreement to defer this interest and scatter it over a period
of gears, oes it ¢ .

h ecretary MELLON. All I have is the statement that was made
ere. .

Assistant Secretary Wapsworta. That was written. down as the
fra&g of mind of one individual a year and a half ago. It bound
no y. 3 o . .

Senator REED. Was there a frame of mind in some other indi-
vidual’s head to the contrary that binds us? If our Government did
not so understand it, and the British Government understood it
otherwise, are we bound by the British conception of it?

Assistant Secretary WapsworTH. In the writing of all of these
memoranda it was clearly stated that they bound nobody; that they
were simply a basis upon which this thing might be put through later.
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Senator ReEp. And yet we are being told that we are bound by
some sort of an understanding and action under it. '

Mr. Chairman, I move that the Secretary be requested to take all
these documents and papers that he desires to rofer to, to examine
them, and at the next meeting of this committee to advise us to what.
extent, if at all, the United States is obligated in regard to any matter
concerning the loans made to foreign governments.

Secretary MELLON. Will you just let me ss:{y that that is a pretty
big contract. It is going to take a lot of stu ‘y

nator REep. It 1s going to require a lot of study, and somebody

has got to study it.

Senator WarsoN. Of course somebody has got to proceed to
arrange this indebtedness.
. Secretary MELLON. My idea of the procedure in arranging the
indebtedness would be, if I had the authority, to cut out all of this.

There is that much owing and there is that much interest, With that - . §

as the basis I do not think there will be any obi‘)ection to the payment
of the interest nor to the meeting of the full o liFation.

Senator S1MmoNs. Mr. Secretary, if you would say to this com-
mittee tha:dyou would enter upon these negotiations with a feeling
that you had a free hand and open mind and that you were not handi-
capped by anything that had transpired in the past I think that we
would feel very much better satisfied. ‘

Senator WaTsoN, Is there anything in the way except that one
Eaar’sto de:erment of interest, even under the suggestion of Secretary

ouston

Secre MeLLoN: That is all there is. .

Senator WarsoN. That letter said that it might be extended two
or three years. Two {ears are up. Unless there is some sort of fixed
agreement by which the postponement of that interest shall be made
for three years, the time is up. What else is there?

Secretarvy MELLON. I do not believe that there would be an{lco:h

e to
meeting the interest from the time that the negotiations could be
had and the matter could be settled.

Senator WarsoN. Of course, there is some of this interest, Mr.
Secrl?itary, that you can not collect if you had all the power in the
wor

Secretary MELLON. As to some of these Governments there are‘
amounts owjng and you can not get the money. That is all.

Senator WATsoN. If you sent an Army over there you could not
get the money, and there must be negotiations with reference to those.

Secret ELLON. Yes. =

Senator WarsoN. Therefore the only point of contention here, as
I understand it, s snmplge:s to the postponement of interest under a
statement made by the Secretary of the 'l‘reasu:-iy.

Secretary MELLON. I would say that I would undertake in every
one of these cases to collect every dollar of interest that is due the
United States, and the only interest that I consider not due to the
United States would be something that they could show me that they
were. within their rights in their contentions for.

Senator WaTsoN. i 1ppose this letter had never been written, and

were coming up asi.ng for authority. Do you believe you wduld
ave'the right to defer interest payments where it was at all possible-
to collect the interest?
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Secretary MeLLON. There might be conditions where it would be
desirable to agree to some deferment of interest. I do not know,

¥ You must meet conditions that exist.

Senator SiMmons. Mr. Secretary, then, as I understand you, if you
should finally reach the conclusion that this assurance of the Secre-

‘R tary of the Treasury as to two or three years’ extension of interest
‘# was binding, you would not consider that binding as to any interest
‘§  that might accrue after the two or three years?

~ Secretary MELLON. Oh, certainly. , )

‘B Senator SimmoNs. But you do want a free hand if you think it is

% to the best interests of this country to further extend the interest
" payments? . o

Secretary MELLON. Yes. I want you to understand_there is no
bias in my mind in favor of any of these Governments. I want ty.do
the very best and make the very best settlement that can be made of
the matter, just as any of the members f the committee do. L

Senator Smoor. Former Secretary Glass or former Secretary
Houston have never stated that they could not compel any of those
countries to pay the interest. Secretary Glass, in his letter of Decem-
ber 18, 1919, to Hon. Joseph W. Fordney, gives a reason why it has
not been collected, in these words:

1f the Treasury does not defer the collection of interest and thus adds to the present
difficulties in the financial and economic rehabilitation of the world by demanding
an immediate cash payment of interest before the industry and trade of Europe hasan
opportunity to revive, we should not only make it impossible for Europe to continue
needed purchases here and decrease their ultimate upacltx to pay their dehta to us,
but should hinder rather than help the reconstruction which the world shauld hasten.
A nation can liquidate its foreiﬁn debts only by the accumulation of foreign credits,
which may be accomplished through an excess trade balance, invisible exchange
items, the creation of credita by loans, or by the export of gold, etc.

Senator Srumons. That makes it clear that Secretary Glass did
not think we were under any binding obligation to do it, but it was
just & matter of extension. .

Senator Smoor. He said on the floor of the Scnate the other day
that under the law we had a perfect right to defer the payments of
interest, and he said that Secretary Houston took the same position
and he had no doubtl that Secrotary Mellon would take the same

ition. It was a policy. . , .
P Sanator Stuons. T want o say that I recognize that tho Secretary
ought to have very large latitude in carrying on these negiotmtl.ons,
and I do not want, myself, to hamper him in any way, but I do want
to know very definitely what.his views are.with reference to certain
vital phases of this question. o .

Senator Smoor. I think he has stated them very clearly.

Senator Simuons. I think Congress would want to know that.
because if they should happen to disagree with him, then they woul
be disposed to place some limitations upon his power. .

Senator REep. Mr. Wadsworth, is there a letter from the British
Government or from the French Government asking to have this
interest deferred? . ) ‘

Assistant Secrotary WapsworTH. There is none that I know of.

Senator Reep. How was the request made for doferring the

interest ¢
50041—21—pr 4—8
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' Assistant Secretary Wapswowrs. I think, as I remember it Mr.

Rsthbono il::tto t0 h;e reseatat:fes of these m abro: te::s
as negotiation' was now the in
%ﬁlc{ not be demanded. e -

‘Senator Reep. Where is Mr. Rathbone now?

 Asdistant Secretary WapsworTn. He is in New York I think.

" Senator Rexp. Mr. Chairman, I think I am going t0 insist on my
motion, unless somebody-——

The CEAIRMAN. What is your motion, Senator?

“ Senator Rexp. My motion was that the Secretary of the Treasury
be requested to examine all the documonts in this caso and Lo pre-
pared—TI said at the next meeting, but I am entirely willing that he
ohall have all the mne he wants—at the conclusion of his examina-
tlon before the committee and advise it just how far, if at

regards the United States hound morally, legally, or otherwise
by any negotiations or correspondence that have taken place.

The N. Would it be well to appoint a subcommlteae of two
members of this committee to examine thes

Senator ReEp. Very well. I tho ht. the é,wretary was the man
who had to make up his mind, but {l

The Cuamuan. I will appomt Senator La Follette and you to
uumne the papers—a nonpartisan committee. .

Senator Simons. It is not a matter of exummmg papers. Itisa
m%t:r of whnt the opinion of the’ Secre%ls rom those papers.
natorLA oLLETTE. Of course it is. t is the purpose of the
motion.

The CHAIRMAN. The committee has heard the motion. If there is
no objection the motion will be considered as adopted——

.Senator WarsoN. I move that the committee proceed to executive
session. I think we ought to talk about that among ourselves and
outhne a policy.

'Cmnnnu Is the examination of the Secretary finished for

Senator Reep. Yes.

‘ The- . Have you any further quesuons, Senator La
Follette !

.Senator LA FoLLETTE. Not to-day.

‘The CnAnuuN ‘Then the oomm:ttee will proceed to executlve
session,

(Whmu pon, at 11.556 o'clock a. m., the committee went into ex-
ecutive se&wn, after which an adjournment was taken subject to
the call of the chairman.)



