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EDUCATION TAX AND SAVINGS INCENTIVES
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2001

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, DC.
The hearing was convened, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a.m., in
room 215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Charles E. Grassley (chairman of the committee) presiding.
Also present: Senators Murkowski, Snowe, Baucus, Breaux,
Conrad, Graham, Bingaman, Kerry, Torricelli, and Lincoln.
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM IOWA, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The CHAIRMAN. I would like to call our hearing to order.
We have a long list of people from the U.S. Senate that are going
to testify who are not members of this committee. To the best of
my recollection, and the recollection of senior Finance Committee
staff, this is a new record, having eight Senators who are not on
the committee testify on legislation.
Since this is our first legislative hearing under my chairmanship,
I am pleased to see that there is this much interest off the committee in an important issue for the Finance Committee. This
record number of Senator witnesses is a signal of the importance
of these education-related tax cuts.
Also, preliminarily, since there are so many of you that want to
testify, as a courtesy for your colleagues on the panels, and hopefully staff has alerted your staff about this, I would ask you to limit
your testimony to 3 minutes.
Now, if I had a chairman say that to me and I was sitting where
you were, I would be darned mad about that. But I do not know
whether I have had that many Senators before a committee before,
or even been a part of it. So, if you could do that, I’d appreciate
it very much.
Now, getting to the issues before us. Whether it is K–12 or college education, our founding fathers—and primarily Thomas Jefferson—made it very clear that an educated populace is the very foundation on which self-governing nations rest.
Education is the ticket to prosperity in America. No matter what
an individual’s background is, they can achieve a better future.
Without education, the door to that better future is closed.
We must ensure that every student who has worked to gain entrance into an institution of higher learning has the wherewithal
to fund it. An affordable education must be a priority ahead of the
government’s needs.
(1)
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2
Any other priority for which we intend to tax American citizens,
it seems to me, ought to be secondary to educational pursuits because their education is going to enhance the entire economy,
which is in turn then going to help government resources.
So the government has a responsibility and an obligation to
make education affordable. American families today have a higher
tax burden than ever before. To make people beholden to the Federal Tax Code instead of freeing their hard-earned income to fund
their own or their children’s education is wrong. If not just wrong,
it also ought to be immoral.
President Bush has made education a top priority. Three weeks
ago, he came out with a blueprint for strengthening elementary
and secondary education and making education more affordable for
all Americans. The President has included education tax measures
as a part of his agenda.
This hearing today is not just about some academic exercise, because we expect the Health, Education, Labor, and Pension Committees to put the bulk of the President’s program before the entire
Senate. The President’s package also included tax provisions such
as expanding the education IRA.
When the President’s package moves, I hope the Finance Committee—in due course, of course, but in a timely way—will consider
education-related tax proposals. It should surprise no one that the
Finance Committee is leading off this legislative year with this
topic of education.
Last year, the Finance Committee approved the Affordable Education Act. This legislation included several education tax cut proposals. Unfortunately, President Clinton was able to thwart this
education tax legislation with vetoes or threats thereof. With a new
President and a bipartisan atmosphere in Congress, I am optimistic these tax incentives will become law.
As Chairman of the Finance Committee, I intend to make tax incentives for affordable access to higher education a priority of the
committee.
This objective is a bipartisan one. Senator Baucus, to my right,
and I have taken the lead on two education bills, one to make permanent the tax-free treatment of employer-provided educational assistance and to apply the benefit to graduate education, the other
would expand and simplify the student loan interest deduction.
I have been an advocate of reducing the burden of education debt
for many years. For instance, I pushed for, and obtained, reinstatement of the student loan interest deduction, which had been
phased out starting in 1986.
Last month, I introduced a bill to expand this deduction beyond
the 1997 enactment of mine. This bill would eliminate the 60month cap when the deduction can be taken. Senator Baucus is
also the lead co-sponsor of that bill.
There is obvious bipartisan support for education tax incentives.
This is a start of a new Congress and we will have the opportunity
to build on this bipartisan support and make education more affordable.*
*For more information on this subject, see also, Joint Committee on Taxation staff report,
‘‘Overview of Present Law and Economic Analysis Relating to Tax and Savings Incentives for
Education,’’ February 12, 2001, JCX–1–01.
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3
We will hear from three panels of witnesses today, but before we
do that I would like to now turn the meeting over to Senator Baucus.
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MAX BAUCUS, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM MONTANA

Senator BAUCUS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I, first,
want to congratulate you on your chairmanship of the first hearing
of this Congress. I know I can speak for all of the members of the
committee and say we very much look forward to working with
you.
I might say, I do believe, for the first time in a good number of
years, that we are on the brink of restoring true bipartisanship and
cooperation in the Finance Committee that this committee has experienced in so many years past. It is with your chairmanship and
our eagerness—certainly mine, and I know others on the Democratic side—to cooperate and work with you.
I think that we are going to see a new day in the Finance Committee, where this committee is going to be working very closely together on a bipartisan basis to develop legislation which is good for
this country. I compliment you, Mr. Chairman, on setting that
tone.
It is also fitting that our first legislative hearing is about tax incentives for education. We all know across the country how important education is. We are concerned about competitiveness in the
world, we are concerned about maintaining America’s high standard of living and economic growth, and know that essentially continued growth depends upon education at all levels. I know this is
not only true for America, but it is particularly true, Mr. Chairman, in my State of Montana.
I might say, the single most important issue in my State is jobs.
It is economic development. Per capita wage income in my State of
Montana is the lowest in the Nation; we rank 50th.
It is clear that a key way in the long term to change that and
turn that around is to make sure that the Montana education system is a lot better than it now is. It is all right, but it could be
a lot better. Certainly the education proposals we are talking about
today will benefit my State, as well as every other State, and that
is a good thing.
I think the President is on the right track. We clearly do need
more resources for education, and we need more accountability for
education. Tax incentives, I think, play a very important role. The
Code dramatically affects the way families finance higher education.
We know that the vast majority of financial assistance of students in higher education is federal. The HOPE credit and the Lifelong Earning Credit subsidize a significant portion of college tuition
costs. Were it not for those programs, many kids just could not go
to college today.
I want to particularly thank the leadership of Senator Graham
of Florida, and Senator McConnell who is on the panel today, and
Senator Sessions. Because of them, an increasing number of families are now saving for college through State-sponsored tuition
plans. It is an important piece of the puzzle here.
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4
To state it more constructively, it is a very important part of the
foundation, the building blocks of the education foundation. I compliment all of you Senators for helping to make all that happen.
The Code also permits a $500 per year contribution to tax-free
education savings accounts for college tuition. Most of these provisions, are we know, were enacted in either 1996 or 1997, and I
hope that today’s hearing will give us an opportunity to assess
those programs.
In addition, I have joined, as the Chairman has mentioned, with
the Chairman to introduce two bills. One would permit more graduates to deduct interest on their student loans. Current law limits
the deduction to the first 5 years after repayment begins; our bill
would eliminate the 5-year cut-off and also expand the income limits so that more taxpayers could benefit.
The other would permanently extend Section 127. That is a provision in the Code which encourages employers to invest in their
employees’ educational endeavors without increasing taxes on those
employees.
Our predecessors, Senators Roth and Moynihan, built a strong
base of Senate support for this legislation, and I think this is the
year that Congress should make the provision permanent and expand it also to graduate students.
There are some other good ideas on the table from the President,
and from others. I am particularly interested in Senator Graham’s
proposal to give school districts more flexibility to use tax-exempt
financing. That is something that Senator Graham has championed
in other areas.
Given all these ideas, it is my hope that, as the President’s education package moves forward, we can write a tax package which
helps American students prepare to meet the educational and occupational challenges of the 21st century.
So, Mr. Chairman, it is going to be a great year, a great 2 years,
and I look forward to working with you.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Baucus, for your cooperation.
We have Senator Biden, a senior member at the panel, from
Delaware. Then we will hear from Senator Mitch McConnell, the
next senior member. He is from Kentucky. Then we will hear from
Senator Jeff Sessions from Alabama, then Senator Chuck Schumer
from New York, and then a new Senator.
Welcome to the Senate. This may be your first testimony, I do
not know, but welcome to Hon. George Allen, the new Senator from
the State of Virginia.
Senator Biden?
STATEMENT OF HON. JOSEPH BIDEN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM
DELAWARE

Senator BIDEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you very much
for the opportunity to come before you and your colleagues today
to discuss an issue——
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Biden, you did not hear me say, and I
hope it does not create a problem for you. I asked people, because
we have eight or nine Senators testifying, if we could have you do
it in 3 minutes.
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Senator BIDEN. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Thank you very much. I am
finished. [Laughter.] Well, then I am going to drop all the part
where I compliment you and Senator Baucus about all of the good
things that you have done. [Laughter.] And go right to the point
that, Mr. Chairman, when I ran in 1972——
Senator BAUCUS. You are in a real trap here, Senator. How do
you get out of it?
Senator BIDEN. I certainly am. If you guys want any judges, we
will be able to talk. [Laughter.]
In my first campaign in 1972, I ran on three issues. This is one
of the issues I ran on. Little did I know, it would take almost 30
years to get to the point where the Congress was seriously considering the idea of the deductibility of tuition.
Senator Schumer and I, in the last Congress, and each of us
when he was in the House and in the Senate here for the past 20
years, have introduced various iterations of a tax-deductible proposal that we introduced last year for allowing up to $12,000 of tax
deductibility for the cost of college per year.
Too many middle class families, as you know, gentlemen and ladies, are caught between a rock and a hard spot, between getting
their kids to a good, or any university for that matter, taking care
of their parents’ prescription drugs, taking care of long-term care
for their parents, and getting, literally, squeezed.
We are in a situation where, Mr. Chairman, that the cost of college tuition has gone up way ahead of inflation, way beyond it. If
you want your child to go to a private university in this Nation,
you are talking about $30,000 to $35,000 per year. If you want
them to go to a public university, you are talking about an average
of $7,000 per year, and in most cases $13,000 to $14,000 a year.
Now, how do people make it? How can they possibly make it?
Middle income people with good salaries, both wage earners making $60,000, $70,000, $80,000 a year? We get paid very well as U.S.
Senators. I know, speaking for myself, I am still paying off
$120,000 in student loans, and that is after having paid. That is
seven years of Georgetown, Penn, Yale, and Syracuse University,
undergraduate and law school.
I have a daughter at Tulane University now. Granted, I could
send her to my State university where I went, and I am very proud
of that, but even that is $12,000 a year. So people have trouble
making it, real trouble making it.
I do not think we should do this incrementally. I think we are
beyond the point of incremental change. I will ask unanimous consent that my entire statement be placed in the record, but let me
conclude by saying to my colleagues that this is time for some big,
bold action. We can afford it now. Let us allow people to deduct up
to $12,500 per year—per year—with combined incomes up to over
$100,000. It is a big deal. This is a big, big deal.
We are ending up with a two-tiered society again, Mr. Chairman.
Probably the greatest equalizer in American history was the GI
bill. Irish-Catholic kids like me could go to places like Harvard,
Yale, Columbia, and those great schools that none of us were able
to get to. I did, and I went to my State university. We made a great
effort to make sure that people with middle incomes—now low income, middle income—would be able to make it.
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Today, we are going back to a two-tiered system. Somebody who
is very well educated, able to get into one of the top 50, or 30, great
universities in America, and we know that provides opportunities.
It is unfair, but it provides opportunities. I have got a kid that
graduating from Yale Law School, a kid graduated from Syracuse
Law School.
The kid that graduated from the Syracuse Law School did just
as well. The kid who went to Yale, he gets his button punched
right off the bat. Any door is open, anyplace, anytime. We are not
supposed to say things this open and this crass, but that is the
story. That is the real story. People cannot make it. They cannot
make it.
So I think that the cost of this, the total cost of the bill, along
with Senator Snowe who has a provision in this bill, is a total of
about $48 million. Well, all right. Fine. I think we can afford that
standing on our head. Standing on our head.
So, I just think we have to make full steps here, Mr. Chairman,
not incremental steps, to save a two-tiered system from developing
and allow middle class people the opportunity to get what is absolutely essential now, a college degree, and be able to afford it.
I thank my colleagues for their indulgence.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Biden.
[The prepared statement of Senator Biden appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. For everybody, including this panel, the second
panel, and the third panel, any written statements will be included
in whole, so you will not have to ask for permission to do it.
Now, Senator McConnell.
STATEMENT OF HON. MITCH McCONNELL, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM KENTUCKY

Senator MCCONNELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Every witness,
obviously, will repeat the dramatically increasing cost of tuition at
both public and private institutions. We are now dealing with the
issue of what to do about it.
Kentucky has been at the forefront of those States offering such
plans, and in 1994 I introduced the first legislation to make savings from qualified tuition plans tax-free.
At the same time, families in the Kentucky Education Trust
brought several problems to my attention. First, uncertainty about
the tax treatment, that these State tuition plans threatened their
effectiveness.
In 1996, I was proud to push legislation through the 104th Congress clarifying the plan’s tax treatment and allowing the savings
to be taxed at the lower rate of the child rather than the higher
rate of the parent.
But there were still plenty of problems. We were troubled to
learn that the IRS prevented families from using State tuition
plans to pay room and board costs, which are often as much as onehalf of the cost of college. In the 1997 Taxpayer Relief Act, I helped
include a change allowing State tuition plans to pay for room and
board expenses.
Finally, we are all upset that these hard-earned savings were
being taxed at all. I believe the time has come to finish the work
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begun back in 1994 and make disbursements from these tax plans
tax-free.
To meet this goal, on the floor of the Senate today I will be introducing the Setting Aside for Valuable Education, or SAVE Act.
Most importantly, the SAVE Act will finish what I hope to start
back in 1994, by making savings from qualified tuition plans taxfree.
The SAVE Act builds upon the Senate’s work in the 107th Congress by allowing private institutions to establish their own tuition
programs, while maintaining important consumer protections.
Finally, the SAVE Act modifies the cap on room and board expenses to more accurately reflect the costs of attending an institution of higher education.
Mr. Chairman, I am pleased that my legislation enjoys the endorsement of the National Association of State Treasurers, as well
as the College Savings Plans Network. I look forward to working
with them, and obviously with all of you here on this committee,
to ensure that our children can obtain higher education without
mortgaging their futures.
I would like, Mr. Chairman, for you to note that I actually finished in under three minutes. [Laughter.]
The CHAIRMAN. All right. That will win you the support of the
public, but not your colleagues.
[The prepared statement of Senator McConnell appears in the
appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Sessions?
STATEMENT OF HON. JEFF SESSIONS, A U.S. SENATOR FROM
ALABAMA

Senator SESSIONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Briefly, the legislation that I am proposing, along with Senator
Bob Graham, the Class Act, is designed to do much the same thing
that Mitch’s legislation does, and very little differences, frankly, of
real significance.
In the last 10 years, college students and their families have incurred more debt than the previous three decades combined. One
of the reasons for that, is we are subsidizing students in their borrowing, but we are taxing families who have the wisdom and the
frugality to save in advance to pay for their college education.
I think good public policy should encourage the highest, best policies, which would be to save where possible. We are finding that,
under the State plans that Mitch mentioned, thousands of Americans are taking advantage of it.
In fact, I will run down some numbers that indicate just how
many are using these plans. Forty-eight States now have prepaid
college or tuition savings plans. Alabama was one of the first
States to establish such a plan; nearly 50,000 Alabamians are currently enrolled in a pre-paid college plan in the State.
Eighteen thousand children are enrolled in the Iowa plan, Mr.
Chairman, your State; 2,500 are in Montana, 13,000 Alaska,
100,000 in Texas, 7,000 in Virginia, 38,000 in Maine, and others.
The list is growing and more parents are signing up for this.
So I think it is important to note also that these are middle-income families taking advantage of it. For example, 71 percent of
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8
the 600,000 participating families in the Florida prepaid college
program have annual incomes of less than $50,000. In 1996, families with an annual income of less than $35,000 purchased 62 percent of the prepaid college tuition contracts in Pennsylvania.
In Kentucky, the average contribution in 1995 was $43 a month.
This is the kind of thing that I believe goes directly toward helping
families, middle income families, afford college education. One of
the most important things I believe we need to signal, is that we
affirm those programs.
What we ought to also signal to them and to their financial advisors, is by making the interest growth income that accrue to these
plans tax-free, we can make the program such that any financial
advisor, I think, would be quick to advise a family to take advantage of these prepaid plans.
As you know, many of them allow students to lock in the price
of college tuition at today’s rate and avoid the increased rates in
the future. So Senator Graham and I are very pleased to support
this legislation.
I am also pleased that we have co-sponsors, including Senator
Breaux and Senator Gramm of Texas, Senators Murkowski, and
Bingaman who have supported this legislation.
I think it is the right step. The time has come. We need to do
it this year. President Bush did have it in his campaign commitment, Mr. Chairman, last year. It is on his Web site. We would like
to see it as part of this tax package.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Sessions.
[The prepared statement of Senator Sessions appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Senator Schumer.
STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES SCHUMER, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM NEW YORK

Senator SCHUMER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I thank you, Senator Baucus, and the members of this distinguished committee.
I would just like to make a few quick points. First, college has
become much more of a necessity than it ever has been before. The
old situation where job after job after job was passed down from
generation to generation is gone, and every parent knows that the
livelihood, the happiness even oftentimes of their children, depends
on being able to go to the best college that student deserves to go
to.
Second, it is indisputable that tuition costs are rising through
the roof. In fact, tuition has risen more than any other cost since
1980, even more than health care. In 1980, the cost of tuition—not
including room and board, just tuition—at a typical 4-year private
college was $3,600; it is now $16,300. Public education went from
$800 a year to $3,500. That is without room and board.
Student debt loads are surging. In my State, student debt loads
have gone up 50 percent, and that does not include credit card
debt. One million college students have credit card balances exceeding $7,000, and that is mostly from tuition.
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So to deal with this problem, it is a family imperative, it is an
American imperative. Family, because families cannot afford it. We
have to do something, Mr. Chairman.
The poorest of families get all kinds of help. They should, I believe in it. The wealthiest of families can afford tuition. But the
people making $40,000, $50,000, $60,000, $70,000 a year cannot,
and that is the heart of which the bill that we are talking about
today is aimed at. So, I have introduced this bill, along with my
colleagues, in alphabetical order: Senators Bayh and Biden, Gordon
Smith, and Senator Snowe on this committee.
Our bill is simple. It would make up to $12,000 per year in college tuition tax deductible for anyone in the 28th percent bracket
or less; it goes up to people making $105,000.
It would also add the interest tax credit, of which Senator Snowe
has been a long-time champion of up to $1,500 to offset the cost
of student loan repayments. It gives taxpayers in the 28th percent
bracket a maximum benefit of $3,360 per year.
This legislation, Mr. Chairman, was passed by the Senate 53 to
47 in 1999. It did not have the 60 votes it needed. I think its popularity has increased and I think any tax package that includes this
kind of proposal would be received even more popularly by the
American people.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Schumer.
[The prepared statement of Senator Schumer appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Senator Allen.
STATEMENT OF HON. GEORGE ALLEN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM
VIRGINIA

Senator ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the
committee. Thank you for having this hearing on a very important
subject.
I will incorporate by reference your opening remarks, for which
I am in complete agreement as to the essential nature of education
and knowledge for the future.
The bill that I am going to be introducing we call the Education
Opportunity Tax Credit. While the other Senators’ bills focused on
higher education, this is focused on K–12.
It is essential that, before a child gets to college, that they have
learned the academic basics of English, math, science, history, and
economics, as well as being technologically proficient.
Now, we know in education the Federal Government’s role is to
help. It is important to have more teachers so our children get
more individualized attention. School construction is important.
Teachers, schools, administrators, are all important. Also important, are parents. This is what this measure focuses on, and that
is empowering parents.
The Education Opportunity Tax Credit increases education
spending. The spending, though, is determined by the parents who
know their children’s special needs, and their names.
It also reduces the tax burden, most significantly for lower and
middle income families. Fourth, it helps reduce the digital divide,
enabling more families to purchase computers, educational soft-
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ware, or tutoring for their children. The $1,000 tax credit could not
be used for tuition, it would have to be an education expense.
Now, it is capped at $2,000 per year. It is $1,000 per child. They
could use it for a variety of things. But if you look at the way families have faced, especially those who, say, have about $39,000 of income, once they pay State, local, Federal taxes, housing, clothing,
food, medical care and transportation, for the average family, they
have about $2,178 of real disposable income.
That is before you start paying for little league or various school
supplies. The average school supplies are about $150 a year, which
really leaves very little for someone to buy a Gateway computer,
or Canon, or Hewlitt Packard printer, or get Internet access.
So when you look at these costs, which really would be well over
$1,000, about $1,500 a year, I think we can make great strides in
eliminating the digital divide in providing families so they could
have a computer at home. It is important to have computers and
connectivity at schools and libraries, of course, but a lot of research, a lot of work goes on at home.
It seems to me that this is just a great idea and a way to make
sure there is access to quality technology for economically disadvantaged children that are placed at an early and distinct disadvantage in the classroom, and later in the workforce.
Now, I ran on this issue, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. This was thoroughly vetted in our campaign, and people
liked it, no matter their race, their region, or their political affiliation.
So, I hope that this committee will look at ways of empowering
parents to make those spending decisions that are particularly
helpful for parents who have children with learning disabilities,
where there are software programs that will go at the pace of that
child.
I look forward to working with the Chairman and members of
this committee to increase education spending, empowering parents
while also reducing taxes as we provide them with the opportunities to provide technological advancements for their children so
they can compete and succeed and lead fulfilling lives.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Allen.
[The prepared statement of Senator Allen appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. I do not know whether members will have questions, but I would ask, in this order: Senator Baucus, Senator Lincoln, Senator Snowe, Senator Murkowski.
Thank you, Senator Allen.
I will call the second panel, now. We have Senator Tim Hutchinson of Arkansas, my colleague from Iowa, Senator Tom Harkin,
and Senator Susan Collins of Maine.
I think we will do it in the order of seniority, so that means Senator Harkin will go first, then I will let you guys flip a coin.
[Laughter.]
Senator Harkin?
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STATEMENT OF HON. TOM HARKIN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM
IOWA

Senator HARKIN. I borrowed a chart from Kent Conrad.
Chairman Grassley, Senator Baucus, and others, thank you for
providing this opportunity, for having this hearing on education tax
and savings incentives. There is obviously no more important issue
than the future of education in our country.
In 1998, Mr. Chairman, the American Society of Civil Engineers,
which is decidedly not a political organization, issued a report card
on America’s infrastructure, the roads, the bridges, the mass transit, drinking water, waste water, all those things.
As you will see by the report card, the only one to get an ‘‘F’’ was
our Nation’s schools. The only one to receive a failing grade was
our Nation’s schools. It is a national disgrace that the nicest places
our kids see are shopping malls, movie theaters, and sports arenas,
and some of the most run-down places they see are our schools.
What kind of a signal does that send to them?
Modernizing and repairing the schools is something that I have
been advocating for over a decade now. In 1995, I secured $100
million in the appropriations bill as a down payment on this, and
then it was rescinded.
Last year we made some progress. We got $1 billion in the appropriations bill to make emergency repairs. That was a bipartisan effort by Congressman Goodling on the House side, Senator Specter
and I on the Senate side, and the White House.
Last year, Senator Robb and I offered legislation to provide tax
credits for school construction projects, and this was a companion
bill to one in the House by Representatives Nancy Johnson and
Charles Rangel on the House side.
We are going to reintroduce that again this year. We call it
America’s Better Classrooms Act. It would leverage $1.7 billion in
tax credits over 5 years to pay the interest on $25 billion in school
modernization bonds. As I said, we will be introducing that right
when we get back from the President’s Day recess.
Now, Mr. Chairman, I know and you know that this will work.
It mirrors a successful program, I tell members of the committee,
that we started in Iowa in 1997. The Iowa demonstration is a twopronged response: first, we provide grants to local school districts
to make urgent repairs to remedy fire code violations; second,
grants were made to local school districts to subsidize a portion of
the costs for a new construction program.
It has been a big success. During the first two years, Federal
funds of $14.7 million supported projects totaling $142 million.
Each Federal dollar leveraged $10.33. So, I believe there is a legitimate Federal role in helping fix our Nation’s crumbling schools.
Using most of the debate you get on the Federal role in education
has to do with local control versus Federal control. That has been
an ongoing debate in our society for a long time. That does not rear
its head when you talk about just getting help out to schools to rebuild schools and fix fire code violations.
You leave all of that up to local control. They hire the local people. It has nothing to do with content, with what they are teaching,
how they are teaching, or anything like that. So, I believe this is
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really a legitimate place for the Federal Government to be involved.
We should depoliticize it. I see no reason why it should be political. It ought to be bipartisan. If we can do this—as I said, we have
done this in Iowa—and I am hopeful that we can work together to
craft a bill that includes school modernization tax credit bonds to
underwrite $25 billion in new school construction projects.
The GAO, Mr. Chairman, and I will close on this, estimated two
or 3 years ago it would take about $112 billion to repair all of the
schools; it is now up to $127 billion, if I am not mistaken.
I think this is one way that we could use the Tax Code to get
out and really leverage a lot of Federal dollars around the country,
because we have done it in Iowa and it has been very successful.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Harkin.
[The prepared statement of Senator Harkin appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Senator Collins.
STATEMENT OF HON. SUSAN COLLINS, A U.S. SENATOR FROM
MAINE

Senator COLLINS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I want
to thank you and the members of the committee for focusing this
morning on proposals to provide tax relief to assist our Nation’s
students and teachers.
I am particularly pleased that you have chosen as one of the bills
that you are looking at legislation I introduced, along with my good
friends Senator Kyl and Senator Landreu, the Teachers Support
Act of 2001.
Our bill has two major provisions. First, it would allow teachers
and teachers aides to take an above-the-line deduction for their
professional development expenses. Second, the bill would grant
educators a tax credit of up to $100 for books, supplies, and equipment that they purchase for their students.
According to a study by the National Education Association, the
average public school teacher spends more than $400 annually out
of their own pockets buying supplies for their classrooms. This sacrifice is typical of the dedication of so many of our teachers to their
students.
While our bill provides financial assistance to educators, its ultimate beneficiaries will be their students. Other than involved parents, a well-qualified teacher is the most important prerequisite for
student success.
Educational researchers have demonstrated time and again the
close relationship between qualified educators and successful students. Moreover, educators themselves understand how important
professional development is to maintaining and extending their levels of confidence.
When I meet with teachers from Maine, Mr. Chairman, they repeatedly tell me of their need for more professional development,
as well as the scarcity of federal, or any kind of financial support
for this worthy pursuit. As President Bush has put it, teachers
sometimes lead with their hearts and pay with their wallets.
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I greatly admire the many teachers who have voluntarily financed additional educational to improve their skills and to serve
their teachers better, as well as those who purchase books, supplies, equipment, and other materials that enhance their teaching.
I hope that these changes in our Tax Code will encourage educators to continue to take formal course work in the subject matter
that they teach and to attend conferences to give them new ideas
for presenting course work in a challenging manner. This legislation will reimburse educators for a small part of what they invest
in our children’s future.
I would ask, Mr. Chairman, that in the interest of time that my
full statement, as well as the letter of endorsement from the National Education Association, be included in the hearing record.
Thank you very much for the invitation to testify today, and I
hope that the committee will look favorably upon this bipartisan
legislation. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
Let me assure every panelist that your full statement will be included in the record.
[The prepared statement of Senator Collins along with the letter
of Ms. Teasley appear in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Senator Hutchinson.
STATEMENT OF HON. TIM HUTCHINSON, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM ARKANSAS

Senator HUTCHINSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate
the opportunity to appear before the committee, and I do have a
full statement.
I will just speak briefly about education savings accounts. I am
pleased to have introduced an expansion of education savings accounts. We are calling it the Coverdell Education Savings Accounts,
after our dear colleague who championed this cause for so many
years. I am co-sponsoring it with Senator Torricelli, who has also
been a very courageous champion of education savings accounts.
Back in 1997, we created these education IRAs but we limited it
to $500 per year on contributions and we limited it to higher education expenses. What this bill would do, is to expand that to
$2,000 per year on contributions.
It would make the education uses of it broader for elementary
and secondary as well and, most significantly, would allow third
party contributions so that an employer, a labor union, or a charitable institution, other third parties, grandparents, could contribute to these education savings accounts, making the argument
that it does not benefit poor people really moot, I think.
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I could sure envision companies like Wal-Mart or labor unions
who negotiate this as part of their benefits, so that you really have
an enormous, enormous source of new funding for education.
Now, some would say this is only going to benefit those at the
middle and upper income. Studies indicate that 70 percent of these
education savings accounts would go to people with incomes of less
than $75,000 a year. I want to assure the committee that this is
in no way a disguised kind of voucher. The President has advocated
a kind of portability, or what some have called vouchers in his education plan. This avoids that whole controversy.
We are going to have a good, healthy debate on that. Senator
Collins and I disagree on that issue, but I think this is something
that she and I can agree on, and everybody on this committee can
agree on, because you are not using any public money.
These are private monies, after-tax monies that go into savings
accounts, the interest of which would be tax-free when pulled out,
if used for the appropriate educational expense.
Senator Lincoln, my colleague from Arkansas, we know there are
many areas in Arkansas where parents may not have a public
school choice or a private school choice, but they sure are going to
have the opportunity to use these kinds of accounts for distance
learning, computers, tutorial help. So, it is really going to enhance
what we all believe in, which is parental control in the area of education.
We passed this in the Senate, we passed it in the House. It was
vetoed last time by President Clinton. This has the support of
President Bush. He has included it.
In fact, he would like it to go to $5,000 per year on the contributions; that would be fine with me. We have introduced the more
modest $2,000 per year education savings account, and I hope the
committee will look favorably upon this legislation this year.
We will pass it again as we have in the past. This year we will
have a President who will sign it. It will be a great tribute to a
great colleague, Senator Paul Coverdell.
[The prepared statement of Senator Hutchinson appears in the
appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. We have just had three
good testimonies. Does anyone want to ask questions, in this order:
Senator Baucus, Senator Breaux. Wait. Senator Lincoln, you were
here first, then Senator Breaux.
Senator BREAUX. Thank you for your testimony. I support the
concept of tax credits for education. We had a couple of meetings
with the President, and I asked my Republican colleagues this in
particular. He has outlined his tax plan that he is sending to the
Congress, and it does not include this.
The campaign did, but the bill that we are going to be getting
in the Congress has across-the-board rate reductions, it has a marriage penalty, has estate tax, has charitable contributions, has a
child credit, and it has R&D extension, but there is no place in
there for an education tax credit. So, I am going to be preparing
a letter to him suggesting that we do this. What should my letter
say?
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Senator HUTCHINSON. Well, Senator Breaux, I think the point is,
the cost on this, as was estimated last year, is $3.5 billion per year,
with an estimated return of $12 billion in education.
Senator BREAUX. I understand the merits. The problem is, it is
not in the bill the President has sent us.
Senator HUTCHINSON. I think what I am going to ask him, and
I hope you will ask him also, is that he will put this in the mix.
I know there is going to be a lot of competition. After we get beyond the across-the-board rate reduction, there will be a lot of competition on where the rest of those tax cuts come. I think this
should be part of it. He supported the idea, and I think we need
that commitment from President Bush. I hope he will give it to us.
Senator BREAUX. How does my colleague, Senator Collins, handle
this?
Senator COLLINS. I would say to the Senator from Louisiana that
I believe that the President is on record in favor of the concept, as
you have said, and that he welcomes Congressional input in shaping the tax bill. It is not chiseled in stone.
There are certain principles that he has set forth that he wants
to see in any final package, but I think he is very open to suggestions from Congress on how we can shape the package, based on
a discussion I had with him just this week.
Senator BREAUX. All right. I really hope the other side of Pennsylvania Avenue hears these two good Republican colleagues with
their statements today, because when I have been down to the
White House it has been, here is my tax package, it is $1.6 trillion,
and it is not going to be a nickel more of that, here is what I want
it to cover, this is what it should cover, and do not mess with it.
I have tried to say, look, for the last 2 years we in the Congress
have always said my way or no way, and no way always wins. So,
there has got to be some compromise and some input in coming up
with a tax bill of that magnitude.
Here we have Republican Senators, who I thank them very
much, I am right on with what they are recommending, but saying
to the President and to the Congress, we have got to work within
this framework and come up with some ideas that make sense.
If we are going to spend $1.6 trillion, we are not just going to
rubber stamp what they have said, no more than they should rubber stamp what we have said. So, it is a cooperative effort and I
appreciate your coming out with this. Thanks.
Senator BAUCUS. Mr. Chairman, if I might just comment.
The CHAIRMAN. Yes.
Senator BAUCUS. I think the Senator has raised an excellent
point, and I think everyone in this room knows that it is an excellent point. For example, Secretary O’Neill yesterday said he has
$1.6 trillion, and we will get not a penny more or less than $1.6
trillion. Clearly, we have a great need here to stimulate education,
savings, et cetera. I do not know how we accommodate both, namely, not a penny more or penny less than $1.6 trillion, yet also the
education proposals that we all know are so meritorious.
There will be many others that are very meritorious, health insurance, for example, which I am sure both Senators have a lot of
interest in, as well as prescription drug benefits. There is just a
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whole list of issues that are very, very important and I do not know
how we are going to fit those in with the President’s proposal.
So, I just urge all of us to follow up on the initial warm words
of cooperation on both sides and walk the talk. The rubber is starting to meet the road here, and we all want to work this out together. There is just no doubt about it. I know the Chairman does,
and I know many others do.
I just hope that all of us can sit down and reason together how
we are going to meet all these various needs. I appreciate the Senator from Louisiana bringing out this point, because it is a fundamental point we are all going to have to grapple with and work
with.
Senator COLLINS. I have great confidence in the members of this
committee to work with the White House to forge a bill that all of
us will find to be exactly what is needed for our Nation.
Senator BAUCUS. That is exactly what I want to hear. Thank
you.
The CHAIRMAN. Now, in this order, do Senators Lincoln, Snowe,
Murkowski, or Torricelli have questions they want to ask or comments they want to make?
Senator MURKOWSKI. I have a question for Senator Hutchinson.
Most of the conversation has been on reducing the cost of higher
education, but I think, equally as important, is enabling parents to
send children to safe, effective elementary schools and secondary
schools. I support the idea of expanding the educational IRA contribution levels, and certainly allowing withdrawals for K–12 expenses.
But I wonder whether early withdrawals for K–12 will really enable parents to send their children to the schools of their choice,
and what role, if any, is there for tuition tax credits to help parents
pay for K–12 expenses?
Senator HUTCHINSON. First of all, and I am glad Senator
Torricelli has arrived so he can assist me if I do not answer correctly, because he has been fighting this fight much longer than I
have.
Senator MURKOWSKI. Well, I will ask him.
Senator HUTCHINSON. If a family donated $2,000 every year
starting at birth, with a 7.5 percent rate of return, they would have
$18,000 in earnings by first grade, and $58,000 by the time they
entered high school, and $80,000 by the time they entered college.
So if we are talking about whether it is going to be a significant
enough amount to give options to parents, I think the answer is
yes. Did you ask about vouchers?
Senator MURKOWSKI. What role, if any, do tuition tax credits
play?
Senator HUTCHINSON. As I said, what the President has proposed
on the portability of Title I funds, I support, but it is going to be
very controversial, as we all know, and there are going to be differences of opinion on it. This is something on which pro and anti
forces can agree, because you are not taking public money and putting it into private schools.
Senator MURKOWSKI. To follow up just very briefly, it is pretty
clear what tuition tax credits are. Has there been any thought to
the convertability of vouchers for the same purpose?

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00020

Fmt 6633

Sfmt 6633

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

17
Senator HUTCHINSON. Yes, I think there is a great deal of
thought. There are a lot of people that think the tax credit is a
preferable way to go to the vouchers. This is me, but I am for as
many options as we can give parents and finding as many tools to
provide them those kinds of choices.
I think the President sets the agenda, to a great extent, and he
set the agenda on the Title I funds, which we have clearly got jurisdiction over in providing portability there, and I think that is
worth trying. Tax credits may be something we look at further
down the road.
Senator MURKOWSKI. A last observation, before Senator Collins
leaves. From Maine and Alaska, we are more rural than you are,
so the idea of having a choice is fairly unrealistic. In most places,
there is not a choice, you have got one school and that is it.
Senator COLLINS. Right.
Senator MURKOWSKI. What do you suggest we do relative to that
hard, cold fact that the matter of choice, while it sounds great in
urban parts of the country, in rural it just does not work?
Senator COLLINS. You are right.
Senator MURKOWSKI. You have home schooling, you have other
alternatives. Go ahead.
Senator COLLINS. You are right. In the State of Maine, there is
just one school in many of the communities in our State. But the
reason that I support the approach outlined by Senator Hutchinson, is that that money could be used to buy a computer, it could
be used for tutoring, it could be used for an enrichment course that
might be offered privately in the community.
So, I do not see it as a means of helping parents to afford a private school K–12, I see it as a way to let them use their own money
to enrich the education of their children in a lot of different ways.
It might pay for a school trip, for example. So, I think that it is
worthy for that reason.
I would ask, since I do have to preside, that I be allowed to leave,
Mr. Chairman, as much as I would like to continue this exchange.
The CHAIRMAN. You may leave.
Senator MURKOWSKI. Maybe it would apply for a school trip to
Anwar or something.
Senator COLLINS. It always comes back to Anwar.
Senator MURKOWSKI. I did not notice that.
Senator COLLINS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Lincoln?
Senator LINCOLN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I just have one question. Does this include post-age 18 special
needs children?
Senator HUTCHINSON. That would be an eligible education expense.
Senator LINCOLN. But was it not post-18, after they were 18 you
could still contribute?
Senator HUTCHINSON. This expands that to elementary and secondary schools, so the uses of this would be expanded to not just
higher education, but elementary and secondary, and I tried to emphasize this, would allow third party contributions to those education IRAs, which really opens a whole new opportunity for infusing funds into education.
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Senator LINCOLN. But my question was, did it include post-age
18 contributions for special needs children?
Senator HUTCHINSON. Yes. Am I correct, Senator Torricelli?
Senator TORRICELLI. Actually, post-18 is available for all children, because you could roll these into another account after you
are 18. For special needs, you could use this for college education,
roll it into the accounts that President Clinton established.
The CHAIRMAN. All right. Any further questions? Thank you,
Senator Harkin. I am sorry.
Senator Torricelli?
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ROBEERT G. TORRICELLI, A
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY

Senator TORRICELLI. Having fought this battle for so many years
with Senator Coverdell, I am very proud Senator Hutchinson has
now taken the leadership role. We have suggested to the Senate
that, indeed, if these were to be enacted, that these be Coverdell
accounts.
Senator Coverdell worked for so long and believed so strongly in
the establishment of these accounts. While this has been discussed
at length, I simply wanted to bring before the committee, at some
point in this Senate there is going to be a collision of philosophy
on the question of vouchers, and it may be inevitable.
But the advantage of educational savings accounts, it allows
those of us who oppose vouchers to make clear that we are establishing for families a constitutional vehicle that they can use their
own money to support ancillary activities in the public schools, or
private schools’ tuition.
Those of you who do support vouchers and may not succeed, you
can still say to the private school community that we did something that eases this burden. The numbers are overwhelming. For
a very modest loss of Federal revenue, we are bringing $12 billion
into the educational system of the country, and ironically, overwhelmingly to the public schools.
Seventy-five percent of this money would end up being used for
after-school activities in the public schools, for hiring of public
school teachers as tutors, and the remainder to help with these tuitions.
I know that it does not appear to be an enormous amount of
money in an individual account, but as Senator Hutchinson pointed
out, over a period of a lifetime it accumulates to $18,000.
The average kid going to a Catholic school in Newark today—
which, by the way, are 75 percent minority students, 70 percent
Protestant—is $1,800. It pays their way. It gets them there.
For some working-class family, their kid is going to public school,
it may not be an enormous amount of money, but it pays for a
science tutor after school to help the kid with their lessons. So,
there is a reason why this Congress, both Houses, over 60 Senators, voted for this in the last Senate, and why I think they will
do so again.
I am very excited about offering it, very mindful of what Senator
Baucus and Senator Breaux have said, that clearly there is a $1.6
trillion limit, appropriately, from the White House. But, indeed,
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this amounts to a rounding error, and the benefits are so enormous
that I hope we find our way to include it in the package.
Now, I know under the rules any statement has to end with a
question. So, Senator Hutchinson, is not everything I said correct?
[Laughter.]
Senator HUTCHINSON. I endorse it with enthusiasm.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Torricelli, thank you Senator
Harkin, thank you Senator Hutchinson.
Now we will have our third, and final, panel. We are going to
hear from Kimberly Sheppard. She is from my State of Iowa, attending the dental school at the University of Iowa. She is going
to do post-graduate work, specializing in periodontics.
The average graduate student school debt—just the graduate
school debt, not the undergraduate—is $100,000 for a dental student. When we consider that it costs between $125,000 and
$250,000 to set up a dental practice, you can see how staggering
education debt can really be.
Then we are going to hear from Tom Carter, a 23-year veteran
of the teaching profession, social studies teacher, West Liberty
High School, in the State of Iowa, West Liberty.
Mr. Carter has spent hundreds of dollars on school supplies for
his students. Some of these supplies include books, CD-roms, supplies for class projects. His story is not unlike that that we have
heard from Senators introducing legislation.
Our goal is to ease this burden by allowing tax credits, like Senators Collins and Senator Kyl proposed. The President has also
proposed allowing a $400 tax deduction for out-of-pocket expenses
for supplies.
After Mr. Carter will come David Pearlman, vice president and
associate general counsel, Fidelity Investments. He will testify to
the success of college savings plans being set up in so many States.
He helped establish and operate the college savings plan for New
Hampshire that was one of the first in the country. He will also
discuss the need to expand education IRAs.
The next person will be Janet Parker, senior vice president for
Employee and Corporation Relations, Amsouth Bank. Her testimony will focus on employer-provided education assistance, the
Section 127 provisions.
Finally, from Steven Maguire, a policy analyst for the Congressional Research Service, Public Finance Division. His testimony
will focus on the funding operations and options for construction
and maintaining of school facilities.
I think I will do it in the order that I suggested, just from my
right to my left. Go ahead.
STATEMENT OF KIMBERLY SHEPPARD, DENTAL STUDENT,
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, KALONA, IA

Ms. SHEPPARD. Good morning, Mr. Chairman and members of
the committee. My name is Kimberly Sheppard. I am a fourth-year
dental student at the University of Iowa’s College of Dentistry, and
I plan on graduating on June 8th of this year.
I have been a resident in the State of Iowa almost my entire life,
and I am very pleased to be here this morning to express my strong
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support for significantly enhancing the student loan interest deduction.
To that end, I would like to thank my Senator, Senator Grassley,
and the Ranking Member, Senator Baucus, for introducing S. 152.
This bill represents a substantial improvement over the current
law as it stands.
I received my Bachelor of Science degree from the University of
Iowa in 1993. While I was working towards this degree, I held several part-time jobs, most of them being at the University of Iowa’s
hospitals and clinics, where I became quite exposed to various
forms of health care delivery.
It was at this time that I decided I wanted to pursue a career
in helping others. Even though I held part-time jobs, by the time
I graduated I accumulated a student loan debt of approximately
$10,000.
Shortly after graduation, I married and moved to Cincinnati so
my husband could work towards his master’s degree. After he finished this, we chose to move back to Iowa so that I could be closer
to my family and so that I could pursue my education in dentistry.
We chose to settle in Kalona, Iowa, a small town in the southeastern part of the State. While my husband worked, I pursued a
second degree in biology. By the time I finished this degree in
1996, I had accumulated an additional debt of $10,000.
While I was waiting for my application to the College of Dentistry to be processed, we moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa so that we
could be closer to my husband’s place of employment, and the cost
of living there is substantially less compared to Iowa City, where
the university is located.
I started dental school in 1997 and, due to the intensity of the
curriculum, I, like most of my colleagues, was unable to hold jobs
while in school. I was fortunate, and I received two research grants
and some various small scholarships. For a short period of time I
tutored pharmacology, which is a required course in the dental
school curriculum.
The cost of attending the University of Iowa for the first year for
tuition is $23,000 for an in-State resident. The student loans that
I received during this time, I used only for those purposes. I was
fortunate my husband worked for the first 3 years that I was in
dental school, but now is a full-time student at the University of
Iowa’s College of Law.
When I graduate on June 8th, I will have accumulated a student
loan debt of $90,000. I have been accepted into an advanced degree
training program in the Department of Periodontics at the University of Iowa.
It is a 3-year program. The tuition, excluding expenses and all,
is about $5,000. There is a stipend that they offer, and it is approximately $12,000. However, I feel that I will need to take out
additional loans to live.
My husband and I plan on finishing our education in 2004, when
we will then seek employment. At that time, our combined debt
will be approximately $170,000. All else being equal, I would really
like to stay in the State of Iowa. That is where I am from, that is
where my family is, and I am very familiar with the State. However, I feel that our debt is going to prohibit us from doing that.
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What I wish Congress could do, is help ease the burden of student loan repayment so that professionals like myself and my husband have the opportunity to stay in small parts of America rather
than practicing in large cities.
I appreciate you bringing attention to this matter and giving me
the opportunity to testify. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Kimberly.
[The prepared statement of Ms. Sheppard appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Mr. Carter?
STATEMENT OF TOM CARTER, SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER,
WEST LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL, WEST LIBERTY, IA

Mr. CARTER. Good morning. My name is Tom Carter, and I have
taught and coached in the West Liberty school district in East Central Iowa for 23 years.
My subject areas are Economics and Global Issues. I have
coached football, basketball, baseball, and golf. I want to say at the
very outset that I love teaching and I love my students. I chose my
career because I want to help students the way my teachers and
coaches helped me. I hope I have been successful.
I am not here today to complain, nor will I portray the role of
a martyr. I am here to educate you about out-of-pocket expenses
incurred by educators and why I feel you should help us in this
area.
Simply put, teachers are being asked to do more with less in our
society. While the world has become far more complex with growing population, increasing economic development, and a huge information technological boom, public schools have cut budgets for
teachers for textbooks, supplies, and materials.
In my school, the budget teachers have for supplies is $100 per
year. One only needs to examine our catalogue for a few moments
to know that this is woefully inadequate.
My subject area is on rotation for new textbooks with other disciplines. Only recently did I get a textbook for my Global Issues
class that does not have maps of the Soviet Union and does not address the implications of the Berlin Wall for world peace.
Two weeks ago, our superintendent sent us a memo that we
must cut $250,000 from our already decimated budget next year.
This will result in a loss of teaching positions and a decrease in
supplies. Once again, I will be asked to do more with less.
Most people do not understand the requisition process and why
it can result in out-of-pocket expenses for teachers. Teachers requisition items, first, to their building principals, then to superintendents. If a request is denied, teachers can plead their case. If
rejected again, we must decide if that resource is important enough
to pay for ourselves.
Often, requisitions are denied because administrators do not understand why items are important. This is not an assessment of
blame, but rather an explanation of the process. Teachers are trying to serve their students, while superintendents must balance
many needs with scarce resources.
A quick story will illustrate the point. Greg Guinn, West Liberty’s athletic director of 33 years and a man that I call my mentor,
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told me the following story Monday night. He had received many
new computers in his business classroom. Of course, one of the byproducts of computers is heat. His classroom quickly became hot,
well over 80, even 90 degrees.
He requisitioned a cooling unit for his classroom, which was rejected. In our building, built in 1916, climate is controlled by opening the windows. Senator Grassley can tell you that this is dangerous in Iowa, as the weather changes every 10 minutes. An unforeseen problem occurred when bees attacked students in the fall;
in fact, I was stung three times.
Mr. Guinn decided that, for health and education purposes, he
would purchase an air conditioner for his room. He spent $537 on
a Whirlpool air conditioner from his own salary. Because of scarce
resources and different perspectives on needs, teachers and administrators often struggle with this issue.
Hence, I am often placed in the untenable position on a daily
basis of either providing for my students or finding funds elsewhere. Often, elsewhere means out of my own pocket.
In the past year, as Senator Grassley said, I have purchased materials in the amount of $500. On Monday, I e-mailed my colleagues, asking them two questions: what was the largest out-ofpocket expense they had incurred in their career, and what was the
average? The largest was $100 to $1,500, and the average, as was
stated by a previous Senator, was about $400 per year.
Elementary teachers spend hundreds of dollars every year on
construction paper, glue, crayons, markers, and so on, while junior
high and high school teachers buy supplementary materials.
In my subject area, social studies, it is necessary to purchases
these because the world changes every day. Textbooks are often
outdated in a year, or even six months. Maps change every year.
The amount of information on the Internet doubles every 6 months.
In order to keep up with the rapid change in the world I must
purchase supplementary materials, otherwise my curriculum is
quickly made irrelevant.
Science teachers as well must purchase materials, as science discovers new things every day. I am faced, then, with a dilemma. Do
I buy supplementary materials out of my own pocket, or provide an
inferior education? In most cases, I do the former, I buy them out
of my pocket.
I feel that it is important at this juncture to note that nearly
one-third of Iowa’s teachers will be retiring in the next 10 years.
According to the Des Moines Register, 28 percent of Iowa’s teachers
quit after only 3 years in our profession; 17 percent quit after the
first year.
Recently, I asked a group of talented seniors how many were considering teaching as a profession. After a brief bout of snickering,
none was affirmative. When I asked why not, the reply was unanimous: why would I want to enter a low-paying career filled with
so much frustration?
The bell rang. I have less than a minute left, is that all right?
The CHAIRMAN. Finish out your thoughts.
Mr. CARTER. Sure. The bill you are discussing today is part of a
larger question: what is the future of education in America in this
millennium? Who is going to teach our children?
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Why should a person enter the teaching profession when they
must pay out of their own pocket, making $23,000 per year? It is
simply not reasonable to expect me to impart a new millennium
education with a budget created in the 1980’s. This paradigm will
not work.
The message I hope that you can send us today from Congress
is simple, that you appreciate our efforts, that you will give us the
only reward that I feel teachers really want, and that is, a thankyou for our efforts.
It has been an honor and privilege today. I thank you for my remarks. I only ask you to help me to do one thing. Remove the label,
America: A Nation at Risk, and replace it with America: Number
One in the World.
The CHAIRMAN. We thank you for your testimony, but I also
thank you for your service to the people of your district.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Carter appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Parker?
STATEMENT OF JANET PARKER, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
FOR EMPLOYEE AND CORPORATE RELATIONS, AMSOUTH
BANK, BIRMINGHAM, AL

Ms. PARKER. Good morning, Mr. Chairman and members of the
committee. My name is Janet Parker, and I am the senior vice
president of Employee Relations for Amsouth Bank.
Amsouth is a regional bank holding company headquartered in
Birmingham, Alabama. Amsouth was established approximately
120 years ago and has since grown to operate in Alabama, Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana. We are a leader among regional banks in the southeast, and the 20th largest financial institution in the country.
I am also on the national board of directors of the Society for
Human Resource Management. I am here today on behalf of the
Society for Human Resource Management and the Section 127 Coalition.
The Society for Human Resource Management is the leading
voice of the human resource profession. With more than 150,000
members throughout the world, the society is the largest human
resource management association.
The Section 127 Coalition is a diverse group of more than 100
business, labor, and education organizations that are committed to
making the exclusion for employer-provided educational assistance
found in Section 127 of the Internal Revenue Code, a permanent
part of the Tax Code.
First of all, I would like to start by thanking Ranking Minority
Member Baucus and Chairman Grassley for introducing S. 133,
legislation to make permanent the Section 127 tax exclusion and
to extend Section 127 to cover graduate education. I would also like
to thank the committee for its support in the past. I am here today
to urge bipartisan Congressional support for this legislation.
As the committee knows, Section 127 allows public or private employers to provide up to $5,250 per year to each of their employees
in tax-free reimbursement for tuition, books, and fees for job- or
non-job related education.
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Section 127 is a purely private sector initiative and the one vehicle that encourages employer investment and assistance in providing educational assistance to workers. Now, why is this important? Well, let me tell you about one of the employees in our staffing department who benefitted from Section 127.
This employee, like many high school students, entered college
right after high school, lived on campus for about a year, and found
it was way too expensive and had to drop out.
She came to Amsouth, secured a position as a teller, and then
went back to school through our tuition reimbursement program.
After 6 years of working full-time and going to school, she graduated with a human resources degree.
She was promoted to recruiter, that resulted in a substantial income increase. She is now recruiting for our tellers and can share
her own success story. Section 127 allows employers like Amsouth
to make tuition reimbursement available for employees who might
otherwise not have had the opportunity to go to college or graduate
school.
Now, in the absence of 127, the money this employee might have
received for educational assistance would be considered income and
taxed accordingly. The tax burden on a teller making less than
$20,000 a year would be prohibitive, and it is doubtful that she
could have actually gone back to secure a degree because of the tax
burden.
Congress has certainly recognized the importance of encouraging
employers to provide educational assistance to employees in the
past by creating Section 127. In fact, it has extended it 10 times
since 1978. However, the provision excluding graduate-level educational assistance expired on July 1, 1996 and has yet to be reinstated.
The yearly expiration of 127 causes a great deal of confusion as
employers rework payroll systems and change training programs.
Employees often find their efforts to further their education put on
hold.
Today, the global economy requires individuals in the workforce
to maintain a higher level of technical competency skills. This skill
level often requires graduate-level education. To stay competitive
in that global environment, employers—in fact, our country—must
have a direct interest in ensuring the best-educated workforce.
Tuition reimbursement is truly a win-win for both employer and
the employee. Employers provide these benefits to their employees
because they see value and a return on the investment in their employees’ education; employees use Section 127 to improve basic
skills and to advance in their careers. Therefore, we would greatly
appreciate your leadership and commitment to make Section 127
permanent.
I sincerely appreciate the opportunity today to address the committee and hope that you will continue to turn to the Coalition and
the Society for Human Resource Management for assistance concerning Section 127. I will be glad to answer any questions that
you might have.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Ms. Parker appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Mr. Pearlman.
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STATEMENT OF DAVID PEARLMAN, VICE PRESIDENT AND ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL, FIDELITY INVESTMENTS,
WESTLAKE, TX

Mr. PEARLMAN. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Baucus, other
distinguished members of the Finance Committee, it is a pleasure
and an honor to have the opportunity to testify here today.
I am David Pearlman, vice president and associate general counsel at Fidelity Investments. Fidelity Investments is the Nation’s
largest mutual fund company. We have over $900 billion in assets
under management for over 16 million customers.
Fidelity is also the Nation’s largest 401(k) and IRA provider, and
a leading online discount brokerage firm from which many IRAs,
small business retirement plans, and college savings plans are
marketed, sold, and administered.
Today I will outline some of the advantages and drawbacks of
Section 529 education savings programs and education IRAs, and
make some suggestions designed to increase the attractiveness of
both kinds of programs for both parents and grandparents of higher education-bound students.
In 1996, Congress adopted Section 529 of the Internal Revenue
Code which governs qualified State tuition programs, and Section
530 which governs education IRAs.
Since then, Fidelity Investments has worked to help develop and
implement the qualified State tuition programs of Delaware, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, for which Fidelity serves as administrator, marketer, and investment manager. I will refer to
qualified State tuition programs as Section 529 programs, and I
will discuss those first in my testimony.
Also since 1996, Fidelity has followed developments with respect
to the education IRA. However, for reasons that I will discuss in
a few minutes, Fidelity does not currently offer an education IRA.
First, a little bit of history. Section 529 was the result of a dispute between the State of Michigan and the Internal Revenue
Service. Prepaid tuition programs, of which Michigan offered one in
the late 1980’s, predate Section 529.
Michigan had one of the early ones, Wyoming and Florida also
had early ones, and by the mid-1990’s, a number of States were offering them. The States and the IRS disagreed on tax treatment of
assets held in the programs, and 529 was the result. 529, however,
created a number of issues as well as solving them.
There are two kinds of programs that are both covered by Section
529. There are the prepaid tuition programs about which we have
heard earlier today. Those essentially are programs in which you
can buy tomorrow’s education at today’s prices. Typically, a program is structured to offer semester credit hours, semesters of education, or 4-year or 2-year programs in one lump-sum package.
The other kind of programs covered under Section 529 are those
that have come to be called college savings programs. These are
much more like 401(k) programs in that they are purely dollarbased. The big advantage of a prepaid tuition program is that one
can lock in tuition, but the big disadvantage is that only participating schools offer you that guarantee.
With a college savings program, the account is entirely portable
because it is dollar-based and the dollars can be used anywhere
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equally, whether it is in the State sponsoring the program or at
any institution around the country.
There are a number of technical fixes to Section 529 that would
make both kinds of programs more attractive, but before I get to
those I would like to just skim over the current tax treatment.
The principal tax advantage, and it applies to both kinds of programs under Section 529, is Federal income tax deferral. No income tax is due on gains until the money is distributed.
The secondary advantage, is the income tax is paid by the student and at the student’s rate rather than by the contributor, usually a parent or grandparent. I would like to mention that grandparents have found these programs very attractive; of the programs
Fidelity administers, about one dollar out of every seven comes
from grandparents.
The first thing that I think would help 529 plans, and help them
the most, would be if qualified distributions—those used for qualified higher education expenses—were to be tax-free. This would
eliminate also tax bills that come due at the time that the student
goes to school.
Students typically do not have income sufficient to cover the
bills, and the parents or grandparents who have saved for college
all along would now have to come up, at the time of school, with
money to pay the student’s taxes as well.
Second, accounts should be portable. Consider a family who
moves across the Red River from Oklahoma to Texas and brings
their child with them. They may have established an account with
Oklahoma’s Section 529 program and desire to transfer that account to Texas’ program. They cannot do it. You have to change
beneficiaries when you change programs.
Third, we need bankruptcy protection. That was in a bill vetoed
last year by President Clinton. It should be protected like qualified
plans.
Fourth, the definition of room and board expenses eligible under
529 should be expanded. Currently, they are limited to the least expensive room and board that the institution offers. Off-campus students and those who live in nicer accommodations are disadvantaged.
Fourth, beneficiaries can be hit with a tax over which they have
no control. If I establish an account for my child, my child does not
need the money to go to school, and I change the account to be for
the benefit of my grandchild, my child is deemed to have made a
gift and is taxed through a gift tax on that change of beneficiaries.
First cousins should also be included as family members. Today,
a grandparent with a daughter and a granddaughter who also has
a son and a grandson cannot change the beneficiary from the
granddaughter to the grandson. It is just not permitted. A simple
change would fix that.
Finally, there should be a level playing field across States. Some
States subsidize their programs by giving their residents tax benefits that only apply through participation in the State program.
Smaller States depend on attracting out-of-State residents to cover
their expenses, and Congressional help here would be appreciated.
One aspect of the programs that does work well, is State sponsorship. The State treasurers have run these well. They have been
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very interested in the public interest, and the public has come to
trust the programs, partly because the States are involved. The
State treasurers have indicated their interest in keeping it that
way.
Let me make four quick points with respect to the education IRA,
then one that covers both, then I will conclude. The education IRA
has not been the subject of great demand by our customers. The
$500 contribution limit seems to be the biggest disatisfier by our
customers. Raising the limit to $5,000 would be a great help.
If more people were eligible to contribute, that would help also.
If contributions did not have to cease by age 18 and be withdrawn
by age 30, more people would be interested. Finally, if people did
not have to give up tax-free treatment from their education IRAs
to make use of HOPE and lifetime scholarship credits, that would
also be a benefit.
Finally, there is one tax trap that cuts across both programs.
Consider a parent who invests $500 for their child in an education
IRA and a grandparent who invests $5,000 in a State’s Section 529
program.
The entire contribution to the 529 program is considered an excess contribution to the education IRA, and the beneficiary is hit
with a 6 percent excise tax—that is $300—each and every year
until the offending contribution is withdrawn.
That can be a substantial sum by the time the beneficiary goes
to college and it is discovered that both kinds of accounts were set
up; parents and grandparents frequently do not talk to each other
about these things.
That concludes my oral testimony. I ask that my written testimony be placed in the record. I would be happy to answer any
questions.
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. All written testimony of every witness will
be placed in the record.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Pearlman appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. Dr. Maguire?
STATEMENT OF STEVEN MAGUIRE, PH.D., ANALYST IN PUBLIC
FINANCE, CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE, WASHINGTON, DC

Dr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee,
thank you for inviting me to testify before you today.
The title of this hearing, Making Education More Affordable: The
Tax Code as a Student Aide, is interesting to me as a student loan
borrower and as an economist. From an economist’s perspective,
there are two ways to make education relatively less expensive in
the short run: subsidize demand or subsidize supply. Most of the
witnesses testifying before me have approached the topic from the
demand side, and my charge is to look at the supply side.
The Federal Government provides support for public schools directly and indirectly. The direct Federal support, such as funds for
disadvantaged and disabled students, provided about 6 percent of
total public school revenue in 1997.
Alternatively, indirect support, which is offered primarily
through tax-exempt bonds and qualified zone academy bonds is dif-
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ficult to accurately quantify because an indirect subsidy is not explicitly on-budget.
To help clarify, I will describe the tax benefits of tax-exempt
bonds and QZABs. First, tax-exempt bonds. The tax exemption
means a bond holder, in most cases, does not have to pay any income tax on the interest earned from the bonds.
Consequently, schools pay less than the market rate of interest
on their debt. In 1997, the estimated interest cost saving to public
schools was about 1 percent of total public school revenue, not very
much.
In terms of efficiency, tax-exempt bonds may not be the ideal
means of subsidizing schools. The interest costs savings to the
school is relatively constant, whereas the revenue loss to the Federal Government increases with the bond holder’s marginal tax
rate.
In fact, bond holders in marginal tax rates above the market
clearing tax rate receive a tax benefit that is greater than the interest cost savings to the local government. For this reason, one
dollar of Federal revenue lost does not equal one dollar of subsidy
to schools.
The second type of indirect subsidy is QZABs. These bonds offer
a much deeper, though better targeted, subsidy to public schools
than do traditional tax-exempt bonds. The Federal Government allows the holders of these bonds to claim an annual tax credit equal
to the prevailing taxable interest rate, multiplied by the size of the
loan.
The Federal tax credit is in lieu of interest payments from the
issuer, which means the issuer does not pay any interest on the
borrowed funds. The loan is interest-free. Because the Federal Government is effectively paying all the interest, the subsidy for these
bonds is two to three times that of tax-exempt bonds.
There are limits placed on the QZABs program. QZAB debt capacity is set at $400 million annually for each of 1998, 1999, 2000,
and 2001. This annual limit would have been just over 1 percent
of total public school capital outlays in fiscal year 1997. The estimated revenue loss from 1998 to 2009 of the QZABs is about $650
million.
The legislative proposals will probably need to address current
QZAB rules to increase the attractiveness of the bonds to investors.
For example, under rules of the current QZAB program, if a bondholder holds tax credits that exceed its tax liability, the unused tax
credits are forfeited.
Allowing the bondholder to carry the credit forward to the next
year is clearly advantageous to the bondholder, and indirectly to
the issuer. The increased demand for QZABs resulting from the
looser restrictions would most likely allow issuers to offer their
bonds at a higher price and lower cost.
Second, QZAB principal and the accompanying tax credit cannot
be separated and then marketed. Allowing investors to sell the
stripped QZAB credits, which are effectively backed by the Federal
Government and, thus, riskless, would provide some flexibility to
the bondholder.
Most likely, the riskless credits will be sold at a premium to another investor in a lower marginal tax bracket to whom the credits
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are more valuable. The increased flexibility and rate of return
could then increase investor demand for the bonds. A stripping provision will more than likely increase the cost to the Federal Government of tax credit bonds.
Finally, qualified zone academy bondholders can claim a tax
credit only once a year on the anniversary of the original issue
date. However, corporate taxpayers pay estimated taxes on a quarterly basis. Changing the annual credit to a quarterly credit better
matches the timing of estimated tax payments and the QZAB tax
credit.
In summary, current Federal expenditures on the provision of
public education through bonds is minimal. Proposals to expand
the Federal role will likely build on existing programs, much like
proposals introduced in the 106th Congress.
I now welcome any questions.
[The prepared statement of Dr. Maguire appears in the appendix.]
The CHAIRMAN. This is the order we will take questions: myself,
then Senator Baucus, Mrs. Lincoln, Mr. Kerry, Mrs. Snowe, Mr.
Torricelli, and Mr. Graham. If that seems odd because some people
were here ahead of others, we go by the way that people come, so
if they step out and come back, they still keep their order.
I am going to start with you, Dr. Maguire. We will use 5-minute
turns for everybody, including the Chairman.
For some of the proposals that are before Congress for helping
with building, the argument is there is not the tax base or the resource base to build buildings. A lot of that has been centered on
the needs of urban America, and a lot of those formulas have tended to benefit urban America more than rural America.
I want to raise the point with you that sometimes we have problems in rural America, like in my State of Iowa, when you would
have low farm prices, you could have a decrease in valuations very
much so. Maybe in Montana it could be because of restrictions on
logging, mining, or even the condition of those industries. That
tends to reduce property values and has consequently placed a significant economic barrier in rural communities to issue school
bonds.
In your opinion, would the lowering of property values in rural
America from reduced farm values or limitations on any of these
industries we have in rural America place a burden, a real economic burden, on these rural communities and counties for issuing
of school bonds?
Dr. MAGUIRE. Yes, sir. Bond buyers want to get paid back, and
if it looks like a school district may have difficulty, for whatever
reason, one of them perhaps being dropping property values, it is
clear that it will be more difficult for that school district to raise
money and to sell bonds. If they do, it will probably be at a higher
rate, a higher cost, to compensate for the anticipated risk involved.
The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Sheppard, I would turn to you on another
issue. We talk a lot here in the Finance Committee on tax codes,
and acronyms, and everything like that. Sometimes it is easiest to
understand why changes are necessary by understanding how they
would affect individuals.
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So you know about the $2,500 cap limit and on raising income
limitations. We have even a third component, that there is this 60month cap on the deduction of interest that a taxpayer can take
on a student loan. Could you explain to the committee how these
three provisions would affect you and students like you?
Ms. SHEPPARD. Currently as it stands, I am not sure that I would
be eligible for the benefit unless the income ceiling was raised. Normally, a dentist going into practice initially would probably exceed
those income limits.
Putting them all together, if the 60-month limit were extended
and the $2,500 cap, as well as raising the income limitations, it
would benefit me and other dental students by giving us the opportunity to practice in areas such as rural Iowa, where we do not
have so much of a worry about being able to pay back our student
loan debt. It would also give us the opportunity to serve all patients, not just patients who can only pay the full amount for their
treatment.
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Carter, how prevalent is the issue you raised
about teachers having these out-of-pocket expenses you have referred to? Quite frankly, how many other teachers from your school
are making payments from their own pockets, and would they likely benefit from the $100 tax credit such as Senator Collins and
Senator Kyl were talking about?
Mr. CARTER. I received e-mails back from 30 teachers out of 100
in our school district. Every one of them had out-of-pocket expenses. My guess would be, over 90 percent of our faculty spend
money out-of-pocket, ranging from $50 a year to $1,000 or $1,500.
The bill certainly would give tax relief to us. It would help us out.
As I said, teachers do not make very much money, and anything
you can do to help us would be appreciated.
The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Parker, what role does employer-provided
education play in keeping your employees up-to-date in current developments or emerging technologies; what classes do you intend to
hold in-house versus sending workers to local colleges or universities for Section 127-type classes?
Ms. PARKER. As far as keeping them up-to-date on current
trends, as we move our employees into more responsible positions,
obviously the complexity of their job changes and they have to
know more about technology. Probably, as we are sitting here
today, something in technology has changed. It is critical, in the
banking industry, that they are current in technology.
But additionally, as they move into more complex positions, their
role moves from a tactical role into a more strategic role, which
may require them to have a stronger knowledge of project management or some statistical type of role.
I will give you an example, if I might. We recruit junior military
officers into our bank, and they bring in a huge amount of management experience, but they lack that business acumen.
We recently had one of our junior military officers come in, he
started as a branch manager, felt like he wanted to move his career forward, went back to graduate school, and now he is one of
our sitting presidents. The reason that he wanted to go to graduate
school is that he knew that he had a deficit in that business acumen, and that is a positive from that respect.
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As far as in-house courses that we offer, we do have a training
department but it is very focused on one particular area, and that
is our branch system, because that is our largest group of employees.
Now, even though we have so many others that can provide
banking services, people still like to come to our branches and it
is critical that they have the skills to do the job.
We do not have the budget, nor do we have the resources to have
the type of training in-house that a student would get from going
to a university.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Ms. Parker.
Now, Senator Baucus.
Senator BAUCUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Ms. Parker, I appreciate your support for Section 127. It just
seems to me that, generally speaking, if the President proposes,
say, for a $25,000 a year waitress, that he talks about a $600 tax
break, that that is great, and the waitress would certainly like
that, but I would guess that the waitress would like to have a better-paying job.
The more we have incentives and the more opportunities are
available for that waitress to get a better-paying job, is it not more
likely to be through developing a higher skill set or being better
educated?
Is the waitress then more likely, do you think, to get a better job,
or how much more likely if he or she has a chance—in this case,
the waitress—and 127 is not applicable here, but other programs,
how much of a difference do you think that is going to make? Basically, that woman probably wants more income.
Ms. PARKER. Right.
Senator BAUCUS. She would prefer more income than a tax
break, probably. A better-paying job, probably.
Ms. PARKER. As far as the better-paying job, I will give you a
couple of examples within our own company, in fact, within our
own department. The teller that I was making reference to that
came into our organization, when she secured her human resources
degree and we moved her into the staffing department, she saw a
15 percent increase in her pay.
We had another employee also in our human resources department that was one of our administrative assistants. She delayed
her schooling due to family demands. She went back to school and
got her human resources degree. She moved into our training department and saw a 29 percent increase in her pay. So I think the
expectation, as far as when you get additional schooling, is there.
Senator BAUCUS. Right. Now, why would an employer want to
provide educational assistance to an employee, if that employee, because he or she gets better training, will move on to a better, higher paying job with some other company, someplace else? Do employers not sometimes worry about that when they train their employees?
Ms. PARKER. Oh, yes. We do. We do. Loyalty, obviously, these
days is something that we wish there was more of. What we really
focus on at Amsouth, is when you join Amsouth it is a career,
which is the reason we make tuition reimbursement available. We
have an internal job posting system that, if you go back to school
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and you get additional education, you secure your degree, you can
move into other positions.
Senator BAUCUS. So it is your point that you can build loyalty
with these kinds of things.
Ms. PARKER. Yes, sir. That actually is very objective of what we
try and do there. Talent is still scarce, even though they say that
the economy is taking a downturn. The talent out there is still very
scarce and it is better to grow from within, and it certainly helps
employee morale.
Senator BAUCUS. I was just thinking as you were speaking there,
and I was taken, as I think we all were by Mr. Carter’s testimony,
just how hard teachers work and what low pay they get, and all
their frustrations. It is known.
Most of us want to try to find some way to increase teacher salaries, in addition to telling you, Mr. Carter, we care and we appreciate it. The thought occurred to me, and it is far out but there is
a bit of an analogy here, that employees who work for your company and who get tax-free education assistance provided by their
employer, I was just wondering if somehow teachers could get taxfree benefits for the value added that they teach to their kids, or
for the increased skill sets that they have in teaching their kids,
whether it is taking courses, or what.
I do not know if one could find a good analogy here or not. I am
just trying to think of a way to help teachers get higher salaries
and get higher income, because it is really needed. In my State of
Montana, teachers are leaving because salaries are so low. Administrators are leaving because salaries are so low.
I guess what I am really driving at, Mr. Carter, is in addition
to getting a credit for your expenses, what else is really needed?
When you were driving here or flying here from Iowa thinking
about all of this, what does this really come down to?
A credit for expenses, we are sympathetic to it, but that is kind
of rewarding districts for not paying you enough or for not providing for these other expenses, whether it is books, computers, or
whatnot.
Clearly, I think we want school districts to have the resources to
provide all these services rather than have to give teachers a credit
for paying for it out of their own pocket. What should we do? What
should be done?
Mr. CARTER. Well, I do not know. I was just thankful today,
when the bell rang, and you guys did not get up and walk out, as
that is what has happened for 23 years. [Laughter.] I just think
that, at some point, society has to decide that what I do is as important as what other professionals do. I think it is just a matter
of deciding, as a culture, that education is important. From Congress, gosh, I do not know. My salary is locally controlled, Statecontrolled.
Senator BAUCUS. I think you have pretty much answered the
question: it comes down to priorities within this culture.
Years ago, I learned when I was in Japan that the Japanese Government had automatically paid teachers 10 percent more than the
average civil servant salary. They had trust funds for paying for
teachers’ salaries. I had a wild idea years ago, and probably should
have followed up on it, and that is, put a tax on the manufacture
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of new TV sets and put those dollars into a trust fund for teachers,
just as a way to kind of discourage some of the excessive TV that
people watch, and to encourage more incentives for teachers to
want to go into the profession.
Mr. CARTER. Well, as I said earlier, my biggest concern, because
I am going to retire in 10 years, is who are we going to attract to
teach the next generation? Very few kids with ACT scores over 27
and GPAs over 3.7 are going into teaching, and that concerns me
a great deal. I am afraid that I am a dying breed.
Senator BAUCUS. Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN. Mrs. Lincoln, then Mr. Kerry.
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BLANCHE L. LINCOLN, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM ARKANSAS

Senator LINCOLN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to compliment you and Senator Baucus for this hearing, because I do
think it is so essential that we make educating our children and
our future workforce a priority.
I would like to compliment Ms. Sheppard, soon to be Dr.
Sheppard, for the issue that she has brought up, and the fact that
she wants to stay at home in Iowa. I come from a small town, a
seventh generation farm family. I was discussing with my mother
just this morning the problems that they were having, that none
of the young people are staying in our small communities in our
rural areas, because they cannot afford to.
One of our biggest problems in Arkansas in keeping doctors and
physicians in our rural areas and in the rural loan program, is that
they buy themselves out of the program, they never serve in those
under-served areas because they cannot afford to.
When they can go to a city and they can repay that loan more
quickly and get themselves out of debt, it just makes so much more
sense to them financially, and certainly for the quality of life for
their families, too.
So, it is a very important point, and I am pleased that you
brought it up and recognized it, and we can pay more attention to
the opportunities that we have here in the committee.
Mr. Carter, I certainly understand the problem that you bring to
the committee and that you have been discussing today. I am very
fortunate to have been the recipient of many teachers like yourself
who took a great deal of care in my upbringing and in my education in the public schools of Arkansas, and I am eternally indebted to them.
My sister, who is also a teacher in the public schools in Arkansas, expressed to me so many times, not only did she spend her
money to supply the classroom, because she taught kindergarten
and first grade and she ran out of supply money almost every year
before February, but she also had to spend her money on feeding
children that came to school hungry just so they would be capable
of paying attention.
Those are the problems our teachers are facing today, and we
have got to support them. We have got to elevate them to a position of respect, which is a huge part of it—they certainly deserve
it—but without a doubt making sure that it is something they can
make a living at. In Arkansas, less than 25 percent of our teachers
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are under the age of 40. We are going to hit a brick wall pretty
soon where no one is going into the teaching profession.
My concern about the program that has been talked about here
is what we are encouraging as a Federal Government, encouraging
an activity. By that, I mean do we want to move the incentive to
supply students away from parents and States?
Are we taking some of the heat off of our Governors, off of our
States from being able to supply you with the increase in terms of
income that you deserve and that you need to be able to better
yourself, and we are putting it into the hands of the individual
teachers.
Will parents not really see that teachers are getting a credit and
decide to just let the teachers do the buying? Unfortunately, we
have seen a lot of that happen, where parents are just letting go
of those responsibilities they have and letting teachers do that
when they can.
Is this a real Federal tax issue or is there some other way—I
echo what Senator Baucus said—that we can help encourage and
support our teachers? One of the things that we have done, along
with Senator Kerry and Senator Graham on our Three R’s, is to increase by 100 percent the professional development resources from
a Federal level for our teachers, knowing full well that they have
got to expend dollars in order to see the professional development
they want. I see the need and I want to help desperately.
I just don’t want to put us in a situation where we are taking
the responsibility off of those areas and putting more responsibility
on you and not giving you what you really need, because a $100
tax credit for teachers, if you are a teacher in Arkansas making a
salary in Arkansas and you have got two kids, you are not going
to have anything to deduct it from. So, it may not even benefit you
at all, the percentage of teachers that would take advantage of it.
I do not know if you have any comments. I certainly would encourage you to look at a multitude of ways, because I am ready to
help you any way I can.
Mr. CARTER. My comment about parents—and I do not mean to
sound cynical, I said I love my job—at the last parent/teacher conference I had a less than 15 percent turnout for conferences.
Senator LINCOLN. Right.
Mr. CARTER. I think there is a tremendous amount of apathy
among parents already. Frankly, I do not care where the money
comes from, I just want to educate the kids. I do not care if it
comes from you, the State, the parents, charities; it does not matter
to me.
Senator LINCOLN. Absolutely.
Mr. CARTER. A lot of times it is out of my pocket. But that is for
you guys to debate, I guess. But parents do not really care that
much anymore.
Senator LINCOLN. No. It is unfortunate.
Can I just ask one last question? I am getting low on my time.
Many in Arkansas depend on community colleges and vo-tech
schools to further their education while they work to support their
families. Maybe Mr. Pearlman might be the best one to answer this
one. The HOPE scholarship is very limited to students hoping to
attend a community college or vo-tech, for lots of reasons.
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One problem for the low-income people, is because the scholarship is a credit. Potential community college students still have to
come up with the tuition payments before they can really further
their education. That credit is nice on tax day, but the money is
not there on the day of matriculation.
The question would be, and I suppose to Mr. Pearlman, probably
is the best, if you could answer this question, what type of
logistical problems would we foresee for community colleges if Congress allowed their students HOPE credits to be somehow forwarded or held in a trust by community colleges so their students
could actually have the money up front when they need it?
That might be something that Ms. Parker might comment on as
well. But we have found in Arkansas that we really cannot take
as much advantage of that for the kind of training that we need
for some of the workforce that we are losing.
Mr. PEARLMAN. I am flattered by your consideration of me as an
expert on the HOPE scholarship, but I am really not. Our expertise
is in the administration of the Section 529 programs. I will defer
to Ms. Parker on that.
Senator LINCOLN. Yes.
Ms. PARKER. I am not sure that I can answer your question. I
think there could be some benefit for some coordination of funds.
The way that we pay tuition reimbursement is according to the
grades that they obtain through their course work, so that reimbursement actually occurs at the end of their quarter or semester.
So, they do not have that up-front funding.
Senator LINCOLN. I just would hope that we could further the
discussion later on, Mr. Chairman, also to include employees in a
second language. That was the only other question I had for Ms.
Parker. I hope we will have an opportunity to seize on some ideas
of how we can encourage, and whether it is important to businesses, with the growing increase.
I know in Arkansas, we had an increase of 149 percent last year,
the largest percentage in the Nation. But second languages and
third languages, we certainly do not look seriously at them as other
nations do, and it might be a way that business could really encourage us in some of these education credits.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Kerry?
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN F. KERRY, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

Senator KERRY. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much. Thank you
for having this hearing.
I have been listening with interest to the panel that we had previously of our colleagues. It is interesting. We have a deductibility
of interest for student loans proposal, an education savings account
proposal, qualified State tuition plans, employer-provided tuition
assistance, unreimbursed expenses, tax-exempt, general bond, and
so forth, for construction, all the way ranging through tuition
schemes to sort of help parents be able to send their kids to school.
I would say to you, Mr. Chairman, that there is in the confluence
of all of those colleagues who have come here this morning a pretty
sound warning system, if you will, or an alarm bell that ought to
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go off to every Senator with respect to the level of tax cut that is
being proposed and how it may be targeted versus the priority that
we have heard underscored here today.
We have had a private conversation about it, Mr. Chairman, but
I do think that these priorities are bipartisan. We had Senator
McConnell here, Senator Sessions, Senator Allen, Senator Hutchinson, Senator Susan Collins, so we have a very strong bipartisan
statement about the priorities of the Nation.
There is no other way to attract people to teaching other than
raising the salaries, other than having people like Mr. Carter who
just come out of commitment. But they are less and less because
so many people, as we have heard from Ms. Sheppard and others,
who finish their education with extraordinary loan burdens. If you
get out of school with $50,000 to $100,000 worth of loans, or more,
in some cases, you really do not have much choice.
In about a week or so, Senator Jeffords and I are introducing the
Nursing Reinvestment Act. I invited my colleagues to join in that.
But we are finding the same crisis with respect to nursing. The average current nursing professional is 43 years old, close to nearing
retirement.
Nurses under the age of 30 represent only 10 percent of our current workforce. Professors of nursing, the average faculty member,
is currently 51 years old. So we are losing experienced nurses, we
are losing the teachers who teach them.
Seventy-five percent of nurses in the American Nurses Association recently responded that the quality of nursing care at the facility at which they themselves work had declined in the past years,
and 56 percent of them believed that the time they have available
for patient care has decreased.
More than 40 percent of nurses surveyed said they would not feel
comfortable having a family member cared for in their own health
care facility. I will tell you that a nurse in my State said to me,
I would have to be unconscious for them to drag me in there for
treatment at the place she was working.
Now, we can sort of toy with these things as priorities or we can
get serious about them. I would say to the Ranking Member, I am
working on legislation that is a sliding scale. I would love to do no
sliding scale; I am not sure we can afford it. But we need to give
a tax exemption of some level to everyone who goes into teaching.
I remember, in Vietnam, if you went over you got combat pay.
There are some schools where you ought to get combat pay in this
country. But the fact is, the only way you are going to attract people in an economy where you can get out of college and go earn
$60,000, $70,000 or better in many different, new enterprises in
the country, when you start at $27,000 or $30,000 teaching, and
work after you get a master’s degree and 15 years in service you
get into the high $30,000’s, $40,000’s, then ultimately, with doctorate and otherwise time in service, you may get in the $60,000’s.
I think in New York it may be $68,000, $70,000, one of the highest in the country. There are few that match those levels. That is
after a career. So you are saying to teachers, do not ever expect to
send your kid to one of those schools Senator Biden was talking
about earlier here.
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You are saying to most people you are asking to go into the profession, do not expect to have a private cottage by the sea, like
many Americans who aspire to that, do not have the same vacation
aspirations, and your children are going to be treated differently,
they will go to a State college because you cannot afford to do otherwise, unless we do all these things.
I think the financing mechanisms we come up with are absolutely critical, Mr. Chairman. I would invite the Ranking Member
and others on the committee to join me. Hopefully we can come up
with a figure we can afford in terms of this exemption. But it is
the only way that we are going to attract people into teaching.
We have to build some 24,000 new schools. The school construction program itself, we are going to go from 52 million students to
54, 55 million in the next eight years. So you have a huge school
construction effort we have got to make.
Dr. Maguire, my question to you quickly, as the time expires, is
of the bonding proposal and the tax-exempt proposal, which do you
believe is the most effective of the $1,000 bond, the private activity
bond, the tax credit bond, or the expanded arbitrage in leveraging
the capacity of schools to be built? I would just ask you quickly, because I do not want to abuse the time.
Dr. MAGUIRE. Since it is quickly, maybe I should defer and respond in writing. I do not think, in this forum, it would be best for
a CRS employee to espouse one view or one particular proposal
over another.
Senator KERRY. All right. Do you accept, if I could, Mr. Chairman, quickly, that the tax credit bond plan, I understand, the benefit to the school would be as much as $622 on a $1,000 bond,
whereas, last year CRS said that under the arbitrage proposal of
$1,000 bond there is only a $24 benefit. Do you concur with that,
or are you not prepared at this point?
Dr. MAGUIRE. Not having it in front of me, I do not think I can
concur. The QZAB is more money to the school.
Senator KERRY. Mr. Chairman, I will submit it in writing, if I
could, and follow up with a couple of other questions. I thank the
Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. From members who are here and not here, you
may get questions to answer in writing. We would like to have a
response within 14 days.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Snowe?
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. OLYMPIA J. SNOWE, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM MAINE

Senator SNOWE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I certainly applaud
you for focusing a single hearing on the issues of affordable higher
education because clearly it is a priority for so many of us here in
the Congress, and it certainly will be a priority as we begin to address these issues within the budget this year, and hopefully as
well in the tax plan, because we have to provide incentives.
It was interesting to hear the variety of educational initiatives
that you proposed and that we should consider and explore. It is
obvious that we are going to have to decide which initiatives are
going to be the most beneficial and of the most value. We have
tried over the years to increase the PELL grants.
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Even though we have done that, they still lag behind in terms
of the cost of higher education. Students are accumulating more
debt, and did accumulate more debt in the 1990’s than they did in
the three previous decades combined. We have seen the cost of education increase anywhere from 3, to 4, to 5 percent with respect to
tuition costs on an annual basis, and certainly that was the case
in the year 2000. So on and on it goes.
We will have to really try to focus on those issues that could be
a premium for students seeking higher education. I think in America, if there is any one goal we should have, it is to ensure that
everybody has access to a quality higher education, and affordable
education, because it really, truly does make the difference in closing the income gap in America.
Ms. Sheppard, I would like to start with you. You mentioned that
you and your husband have accumulated, which is obviously a
hardship as you are seeking to buy a house, buy a car.
In fact, some of the statistics suggest now that more young people, once they graduate from college, are deferring the buying of a
house in greater numbers, deferring buying a car for many years
in greater numbers, simply because they have got this overhead of
debt.
Senator Schumer earlier had mentioned legislation that he and
I are sponsoring which would provide for the deduction of tuition
expenses up to $12,000 a year. How do you think that would have
affected your debt load?
Ms. SHEPPARD. I think it would definitely improve our situation.
It would give me, particularly, an opportunity to set up a practice.
The average cost of starting a dental practice nationally, I believe,
is anywhere from $125,000 to $250,000. Any sort of tax relief that
we could get from this, that would help considerably.
Senator SNOWE. I am building upon the legislation that the
Chairman has introduced with respect to the interest paid on student loans. The Chairman’s and Senator Baucus’ proposal would
eliminate the 60-month time period. I would convert that to a tax
credit as opposed to a tax deduction as well for the first $1,500 of
interest.
Ms. SHEPPARD. I believe that would help.
Senator SNOWE. That would be helpful as well.
Ms. SHEPPARD. Yes.
Senator SNOWE. Mr. Pearlman, you have offered a number of initiatives and proposals in your legislation. How do you think the
tuition deduction would be helpful for paying down expenses?
Mr. PEARLMAN. I cannot quantify an answer on that. It is not
something I have thought about or was prepared for coming in
today, so I will defer to people who have spent time on that issue.
Senator SNOWE. Yes. I think some of the issues that you have
raised, I thought a number of them were very good. It basically focuses on individuals who really do think well in advance, and prepare well in advance, in setting aside costs for their children’s
higher education.
Many people are not in a position 10 years out, 15 years out, to
do that. That is why I think this also would complement the types
of things you are suggesting in improving the 529s, so that people
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readily can have the availability of the Tax Code in order to provide a substantial deduction in their tuition expenses.
Mr. PEARLMAN. There is no question that any tax relief will help.
The form it takes, obviously, is for people like you to decide.
Senator SNOWE. Of the number of proposals that you have offered, which of those are of most importance to you?
Mr. PEARLMAN. I think the most important is tax-free treatment
for the Section 529 programs. 529s have become incredibly popular,
both with grandparents, parents, and with the State sponsors over
the last three or 4 years.
For example, the three programs administered by Fidelity have
over $800 million in them, about half of which came in the last 12
months. By the end of this year, it is anticipated that there will
be about 43 programs of the savings type offered by the States, and
about 22 of the prepaid tuition types, and many States are actually
offering, or will offer, both. I think that is where the greatest
growth is, and probably will be for the next few years.
Senator SNOWE. Thank you.
Dr. Maguire, on the issue of school construction, it is indisputable about the necessity of addressing the modernization of
school infrastructure in America. I have introduced my own legislation that would use the exchange stabilization fund for low-interest/no-interest cost to municipalities, tying it to the Federal Government’s commitment to funding its share of special education.
I noticed that you had mentioned the QZAB program. That will
probably be of little benefit to a State like Maine because of the
corporate entities. We do not have large businesses in many of the
communities in which to enter into a partnership, and the restrictions that are placed on that program.
Dr. MAGUIRE. Correct.
Senator SNOWE. So you are acknowledging that it is of limited
value to many States across the country, particularly rural ones.
Dr. MAGUIRE. I guess I should not go that far. As you noted,
there is a 10 percent private match to go with the QZABs. I know
that Kentucky has had no problem coming up with the private
match. As far as Maine, I do not know what is going on in Maine.
But it could be an impediment, and some have suggested that that
10 percent requirement be removed and make it easier for schools
to borrow from.
Senator SNOWE. Thank you.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Snowe, thank you.
Now, Senator Graham from Florida.
Senator GRAHAM. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I wish
to express my thanks for the panel’s very insightful comments.
I would like to use my time to concentrate on a couple of issues.
First, Section 529 prepaid college tuition programs. My State was
the second State to adopt this program, and now has some 600,000
prepaid college tuition contracts in force. We will have, within the
next few years, some 80,000 students in our State universities who
are attending with their tuition paid through a prepaid college contract.
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There are a couple of questions or challenges that are looming,
and I would like to see what you would suggest any Federal role
might be in these, or suggestions as to what the State might do.
Our State, Florida, has been a relatively low tuition State. Faced
with the kind of financial problems that now many other States are
dealing with, there are proposals for substantial increases in tuition fees.
This is going to result in a group of students who have had their
tuition paid through a contract that was predicated on the tuition
as it existed at the time the contract was issued, paying substantially lower tuition than those students who come in at the rate as
it exists when they commence their college education.
Do you see that as a problem, and if so, do you have any recommendations?
Mr. PEARLMAN. That is certainly a problem. Obviously, the State
transfers the risk to itself when it issues a prepaid tuition contract,
and for that reason some States have been reluctant to offer prepaid programs.
As I mentioned a moment ago, by the end of this year there will
be 43 States with savings-type programs, as opposed to 22 with
prepaid tuition programs. In the savings program, the risk, if you
will, is shifted to the consumer rather than to the State, and I
think that is a consideration for Florida, as well as others. Florida,
I know, will offer a savings-type program before this year is up.
Senator GRAHAM. For those States like Florida where we have
such a significant commitment to the prepaid tuition approach to
assisting families in meeting their future educational costs, do you
have any suggestions as to what they might do within their programs to deal with this issue of the potential of substantially increased tuition during the duration of that contract?
Mr. PEARLMAN. I do not. The States obviously have consulted
with actuaries and other people who are more expert in long-term
matching of assets and liabilities in these programs, and I am not
an expert in that area.
Senator GRAHAM. Another related issue, is we have had in Florida a single board of regents which has set the tuition, subject to
legislative approval, for all of the universities and they have been
generally the same, and the variations, if there were any variations, were limited from campus to campus. Now we are moving
into a pro system in which there will be individual trustees over
each university, with those trustees able to set the tuition for that
campus.
One of the expectations—in fact, one of the rationales for doing
this—is that there are going to be differentials in tuition from campus to campus. Since the prepaid college tuition contracts guarantee your admission to any of the universities—and in our case
that is 10 universities—to which you can be admitted, that is going
to result in some contracts being worth substantially more than
others, based on where the child elects and can, in fact, be admitted. Again, any comment on that issue?
Mr. PEARLMAN. I can only offer two suggestions. One, the National Association of State Treasurers and its College Savings Plan
Network is a very good resource for addressing these kinds of problems which a number of States have faced.
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Two, Massachusetts has a program that is very well worth looking at. Eighty-eight of the 91 4-year institutions of higher education in Massachusetts are part of Massachusetts’ prepaid program, and they have structured it so as to tie the number of credit
hours at a given institution according to the tuition that is actually
charged there.
Senator GRAHAM. If I can just move quickly to my second issue,
which is school construction, an area that I have had a long interest in, it seems to me that we do not need to think of these alternative methods of Federal assistance to local school construction as
being competitors.
I would use the analogy of a cafeteria. The fact is, a rural school
district, whether it is in my State of Florida, or in Iowa, or anyplace, is different than an inner city school district, and it is different than a suburban school district in its needs, in its financing
capabilities.
From State to State there are different laws and constitutional
provisions that affect how schools can finance their rehabilitation
or new facility construction.
So it seems to me that what the Federal Government ought to
offer, is a variety of school construction plans, and then let individual school districts or States select which, if any, are appropriate to their particular needs. I wonder if you could comment on
the cafeteria plan as opposed to the one-shoe-fits-all plan.
Dr. MAGUIRE. Well, the way the question was phrased, it might
be difficult for me to maintain that balance between partisanship.
The problem, the way I see it, is within States there is disparity
between different counties, different jurisdictions, and the role of
the State may be to equalize things, and then the Federal role may
be to equalize between States, the spending on education, that is.
The one-shoe-fits-all probably is correct, and particularly Florida
has a very large immigrant population and a large population
growth, period, is going to be in a much different situation than
Maine. So it is true, it may be best for State and local governments
to decide what they need, and the more choices they have, obviously, the better for them.
Senator GRAHAM. Mr. Chairman, would you mind if I asked one
follow-up question to that?
One potential method of school construction finance which has
not received a lot of discussion, is the extension of the private activity bonds which are now used extensively in areas such as transportation. They are used in private education facilities, but are not
currently legally available to public education.
There should be amendments to the private activity bond law to
make public schools an eligible participant in the private activity
bond, which is an attempt to somewhat have a marriage of private
capital and public need for whatever the purpose is, and we are
suggesting public schools as an appropriate purpose.
Do you know enough about that issue to have a comment on it?
Dr. MAGUIRE. I do not know about private activity bonds. That
may help, but if a school district is having trouble raising money
on its own, then simply allowing it to issue private activity bonds.
There is still the fundamental problem of, how is it going to get
paid back? If it is in a poor area and you give money to a private
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corporation to build a school and they sell bonds, how are they
going to get paid back? So, it may help, but I am not sure. I am
not an expert in that, particularly.
Senator GRAHAM. Would you see it as being a potentially appropriate addition to this cafeteria of options so that those school districts who do not suffer from the restrictions you just outlined
might be able to access this?
Dr. MAGUIRE. Well, I think we would have to do a little more history behind why the private activity bond legislation is the way it
is, and we have been slowly pecking away, or we have gradually
expanded, what is considered private activity, circumventing laws
that were passed in the 1960’s, or changing laws that were passed
in the 1960’s.
Senator GRAHAM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Graham.
I have got about five more minutes that I would like to ask questions, then we will be done.
I think I will start with Mr. Pearlman, whether or not you believe that a consortium of private and independent colleges and
universities should be permitted to offer prepaid college tuition or
college savings plans.
Mr. PEARLMAN. Those are interesting proposals. I have seen a
number of them in the last month or so. Again, we are not experts
at Fidelity in anything beyond the current programs, as we currently administer them for three States, and they are all structured
in a particular way. How any of these proposals would affect the
current structure is unclear to us, and we just do not have the expertise to get there yet.
The CHAIRMAN. Even though you do not know the details of
them, do you oppose the concept?
Mr. PEARLMAN. We serve the States. The States are the ones who
came to get Section 529 enacted. Our dealings are with State treasurers and others in that area.
I cannot speak for Fidelity, but I can tell you that the States
have indicated their interest in maintaining the programs at the
State level through the treasurers and other officials who do them
now.
The CHAIRMAN. My second question may be a little more difficult
for you to answer, and I am not sure there is an answer, because
it is kind of, which comes first, the chicken or the egg. But there
has been some discussion about how Federal tax policy in education areas may not make it easier for families to afford a college
education for their children because the schools, the universities,
might simply raise their costs because there is some sort of Federal
subsidy that might make it easier for the kids to go to school, even
in light of the higher costs.
Do you have any feeling whether these sorts of subsidies—and
they could include the PEL grant, the guaranteed savings plans,
we are talking about all of the above—are more likely to cause
costs to go up?
Mr. PEARLMAN. That is a very complex question. There are so
many moving parts to that. We would be happy to respond in writing to any particular questions after the hearing, but I would offer
just one or two observations right now.
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Financial aid is an area we have looked at because it intersects
with the treatment of 529 plans. Even in the area of financial aid,
there is inconsistent treatment. For example, a prepaid tuition program under Section 529 is a bad thing from a financial aid perspective.
Under the Federal aid formulas, those dollars are considered to
be the student’s dollars and they reduce the available help by one
dollar for every dollar that is in the program.
A savings program is treated much more favorably. A parent, for
example, who holds an account for their child, that is only treated
to a 35 percent reduction, 35 cents on the dollar, and if the grandparent holds the account, it is not subject to a reduction at all.
There are a whole host of things that go in here, and there is
no simple answer to any one of the questions. We would be happy
to take a list of written questions and try to respond to them one
at a time.
The CHAIRMAN. Dr. Maguire, has your agency or your research
ever done anything in that area of whether or not any sorts of
these Federal subsidies, through savings programs or even direct
subsidies for young people to go to college, have caused college tuition to go up just because there are more resources available?
Dr. MAGUIRE. I am not aware of any. I can find out, though, certainly.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
I am going to ask my final question of Mr. Carter. It is directed,
kind of, towards programs that have been set out here before us
today, and other issues before Congress, to have bonding programs
by the Federal Government to build buildings. You said your building is very old, 1916, as I think you said.
But also, some of those have a great deal of decision making by
the Department of Education here in Washington, DC. I suppose
someplace you have got to have some central administration of it,
but I guess I am always looking for concerns about Washington
education bureaucrats wanting to run local education too much.
I just was wondering, from your standpoint, whether or not that
is a concern of yours as you look at these various efforts, not just
related to school buildings. It would include that, and maybe any
other education programs, whether or not there is concern on your
part that local control is going to be lost, or is this something that
most teachers are oblivious to because the needs of education are
so great?
Mr. CARTER. Most teachers that I know feel, as do I, that control
needs to stay at the local level. I will give you a classic example.
My community in West Liberty has the largest per capita immigrant population in Iowa, 35 percent Latino, 5 percent Asian.
A nearby community of West Branch, where Herbert Hoover was
born, is completely white and has one of the fastest growing GDPs
in the State of Iowa. For you to make decisions about school needs
from Washington about bonding issues for those two communities
would be virtually impossible. I just do not think it could be done.
I think local control is the way, and it needs to stay there.
The CHAIRMAN. All right.
Unless Senator Graham has a follow-up, I think we will call the
hearing to a close. But I have to thank you, because some of you
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have come from long distances. We thank you for taking time out
of your busy schedule to help us form the necessary background for
making all of these policy decisions, which hopefully, because education is an early issue in the Congress of the United States, we
will be dealing with these issues, I would bet, within the next
month. So, you can watch on C–SPAN to see how much progress
we are making.
Thank you all very much for your cooperation. The hearing is adjourned.
[Whereupon, at 11:20 a.m., the hearing was concluded.]
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HON. GEORGE ALLEN

Mr. Chairman, first, I would like to thank you for inviting me speak on education
and the need for significant education tax relief for families.
The idea that tax relief can improve education is common sense: by enabling parents to keep more of their income, they will be able to better afford education-related costs and take advantage of additional education opportunities.
Education-related tax relief follows the principle that parental involvement is a
cornerstone for academic success. Parents, better than anyone, know the special
needs of their own children. Providing families greater financial resources to invest
in their children’s education serves to encourage parental involvement and empower
parents to help their own children learn and succeed in school.
Specifically, Mr. Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity to talk about my
Education Opportunity Tax Credit, which builds upon the ideals of greater financial
freedom, parental control and greater access to technology for all students.
My legislation provides families with a refundable $1,000 per child tax credit to
help defray the cost of K–12 education expenses. Parents would be able to apply the
credit toward the cost of education-related expenses, specifically computers and computer-related technology, education software and tutoring.
The maximum credit available per year is capped at $2,000 per family and would
not apply toward the cost of tuition.
My legislation adds to the quality of the education experience by making sure parents keep more of their dollars, empowering them to make education decisions.
Let me give the Committee a quick example: An average American family of four
making $38,900, after it pays its federal, state, and local taxes, pays for its housing
and clothing, buys its food, makes the car payment, pay the gas, and puts away a
pitifully inadequate average of .4% of its income into savings, has about $150 a
month left for everything else.
Then, if you look at the average of a little over $150 per year that parents need
to spend to make sure their children are adequately supplied for school, the average
family has a little over $125 per month in real discretionary income left, or $1,500
per year. That’s before signing kids up for Little League, before taking the family
to a baseball game, or even a long weekend at the grandparents’ house.
But the average computer, Mr. Chairman, costs well over $1,500, and that doesn’t
even include a printer, software, or signing up for an Internet provider like AOL.
Buying a computer for the average family is simply financially impossible.
That’s the added benefit of this credit, Mr. Chairman, in that it can make great
strides in eliminating the Digital Divide. Although computers and Internet access
are coming down in price, they are still sufficiently expensive that household income
remains an important factor in determining access.
Without access to quality technology, economically disadvantaged children are
placed at an early and distinct disadvantage in the classroom, and later, in the
workplace.
Providing working families with the resources they need to afford the most upto-date learning technologies in their own homes will help to close the divide and
provide all children with the opportunity to gain from participation in the New
Economy.
Through this substantial tax benefit, all families would now have access to a full
spectrum of available education opportunities and supplemental services.
(45)
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Parents would be able to take advantage of academic tutorial services, bring upto-date computer technology into their homes or purchase education software and
afford Internet access.
And by making the Education Opportunity Tax Credit refundable, every family,
no matter what their income level, will be able to partake in its benefits.
Parents will have choice, but they will not be forced to choose between basic necessities and their children’s educational needs.
Mr. Chairman, families must have access to a wide choice of education opportunities to provide their children with the most appropriate education tools, including
technology-related materials, to ensure their success in school and beyond. And in
this case, it will be the families, and not federal bureaucrats, who make those family
education funding decisions.
The Education Opportunity Tax Credit encourages parental involvement and empowers parents to make the best decision concerning their children’s education
needs.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to appear before your committee
today to discuss an issue that is extremely important to me, and to the future of
our county—and that’s how we help American families afford the cost of a college
education.
I know that I do not need to convince you, Mr. Chairman, about the importance
of this issue. Earlier this year, you and the ranking member, Senator Baucus, introduced proposals—which I wholeheartedly support—to extend the tax deductibility of
student loan interest and to make permanent the tax-free status of tuition assistance individuals receive from their employers.
Your legislation, and similar efforts such as the $12,000 tuition tax deduction proposal that Senator Schumer and I have sponsored, underscore what we all know to
be true: A college degree is no longer a luxury—it is a necessity.
But for too many middle class families in our county—those who are also saving
for retirement, and helping their elderly parents with prescription drug costs or
long-term care—the price of tuition has put a college education out of reach.
When I went to college, it cost about $800 a year. That meant, for a family making about $12,000 a year, that the cost of college was about 6 or 7 percent of that
family’s income.
Today, the costs are enormous and, frankly, unrealistic. According to the College
Board, the 100-year-old association that surveys college costs annually, the average
cost this year for attending a public 4-year college, including tuition, fees, room, and
board, are $8,470. For a private 4-year school, these costs have risen to an astonishing average of $22,541.
If you want your child to go to one of the best private schools, like Harvard or
Yale, you’re looking at more than 40 percent of the average family’s income.
And to go to one of the best state schools, like the University of Delaware, you’re
still talking about more than 15 percent of your income.
Mr. Chairman, how can we expect families to dream of a better and brighter future for their children, when the cost of attending even some public universities rivals their home mortgage payments? Quite simply, we can’t.
That is why in 1995, I first offered an amendment to permit a $10,000 tuition
tax deduction, and in 1996 and again in 1997, I introduced my so-called GET
AHEAD bill, which approached this problem from many different angles: scholarships, tax deductions, and savings plans.
I was very pleased that a number of the changes I had called for were included
in the 1997 tax bill. These included permitting a tax deduction for certain student
loan interest payments, and the establishment of Education Savings Accounts (like
IRAs) to help prepare for college costs.
We also enacted the Hope Scholarship—a tax credit of up to $1,500 for the first
two years of college, and the Lifelong Learning Credit—which permits a 20 percent
tax credit on up to $5,000 worth of higher education expenses. And the amount of
higher education expenses eligible for the 20 percent tax credit will rise to $10,000
in the year 2003.
But we can, and should, do more.
Mr. Chairman, the steps we took in 1997—while important—should be seen as
only the beginning to a multifaceted approach to solving this problem.
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The proposals that you and Senator Baucus introduced earlier this year will undoubtedly be central parts of any tuition assistance legislation enacted in this Congress.
But I would ask you, and the other members of this committee, to also consider
the Schumer-Biden proposal.
This proposal, which Senator Schumer and I offered as an amendment last year,
will build on the reforms we enacted in 1997 by letting most taxpayers take up to
$12,000 worth of deductions each year for college tuition and fees. This will actually
cut taxes for some families and individuals by more than $3,000 each year.
Take for example a family with joint income of $80,000 a year and three children—one of which is attending a private university at a cost of $16,000 a year.
Like many families today, this family probably has a mortgage payment, child
care costs, prescription drug costs, savings for retirement, and far to many other
costs that compete for their income. Yet they also have to worry about covering the
tuition needed to send their son or daughter to college. Under our proposal, that
family would save $3,360 a year. That’s real money that could help this families
make ends meet.
And to ensure that this assistance reaches even more families, I also believe it
is important that we consider broadening the income ranges for the families eligible
for this assistance.
Mr. Chairman, the dream of every American is to provide for their child a better
life than they had themselves. Helping families to be able to afford to put their children through college moves us closer to achieving that dream.
And it is a critical investment in the future of our country—to make sure that
we have a workforce that is better educated and better trained than ever before in
our history.
I would hope that as this committee looks at the many tax cut proposals that
come before us this year, you will choose to make smart investments that will help
more American families send their children to college. Because, Mr. Chairman,
these tax relief proposals will not only put money in the pockets of families to help
spur the economy, but they are the investments that will ensure a brighter future
for all our children and help guarantee a prosperous America down the road.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

TOM CARTER

Good Morning, my name is Tom Carter. I have taught and coached in the West
Liberty School district in East Central Iowa for twenty three years. My subject
areas are Economics and Global Issues, and I have coached football, basketball,
baseball, and golf. I want to say at the very outset that I love teaching, and I love
my students. I chose my career because I wanted to help students the way my
teachers and coaches helped me. I hope I have been successful in that endeavor. I
am not here today to complain nor will I portray the role of a martyr. My educators
and why I feel Congress should help teachers in this area.
Simply put, teachers are being asked to do more with less in our society. While
the world has become far more complex with growing populations, increasing economic development, and a huge information and technology boom, public schools
have cut budgets for teachers for textbooks, supplies, and materials. In my school,
the budget teachers have for supplies is one hundred dollars per year One only
needs to examine our catalog for a few minutes to know that this is woefully inadequate. My subject area is on a rotation for new textbooks with other disciplines,
and only recently did I get a text for my Global Issues class that did not have maps
of the Soviet Union, and did not address the implications of the Berlin Wall for
world peace. Two weeks ago, our superintendent sent us a memo that we must cut
two hundred fifty thousand dollars from our already decimated budget next year.
This will result in a loss of teaching positions and a decrease in allotments for supplies. Once again, I will be asked to do more with less resources.
Most people do not understand that requisition process, and why it can result in
out of pocket costs to teachers. Teachers requisition items first to building principals
and then to superintendents. If a request is denied, teachers can plead their case.
If rejected again, we must decide if the resource is important enough to pay ourselves. Often, requisitions are denied because administrators may not understand
why it is important. This is not an assessment of blame, but rather an explanation
of the process. Teachers are trying to serve students, while superintendents must
balance needs with scarce resources. A quick story might illustrate the point.
Greg Guinn, West Liberty’s AD and business teacher of 33 years, and a man I
call my mentor, told me Monday night the following story. He received many new
computers in his business classroom. One of the by-products of computers is heat,
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and his classroom became extremely warm, well over 80 degrees. He requisitioned
a cooling unit, but was rejected. In our building, built in 1916, climate is controlled
by opening and shutting windows. Senator Grassley can tell you that this is dangerous in Iowa, as the weather changes every 10 minutes. An unforeseen problem
occurred when bees attacked students and teachers in the fall. In fact, I was stung
three times. Mr. Guinn decided that, for the health and education of his students,
he would purchase an air conditioner. He spent $537 on a whirlpool unit from his
own salary. Because of scarce resources and differing perspectives on needs, teachers and administrators struggle with this issue quite frequently.
Hence, I am often placed in the untenable position on a daily, weekly and monthly
basis of either providing an inferior education for my students, or finding funds elsewhere. Often, ‘‘elsewhere’’ means out of my pocket. In the past year, I have purchased CD Roms, computer software, supplementary textbooks, and a variety of
other materials in the amount of nearly five hundred dollars. On Monday, I emailed my colleagues in the district, and asked them to send their largest out of
pocket expenditure in their careers as well as their average annual expenses. I
found that the largest ranged from one hundred to fifteen hundred dollars. The average in my district from the replies I received was approximately four hundred dollars.
Teachers do this without complaint, and often without recognition or even immediate appreciation from those we serve. We do this because we love our students.
The reward in our profession is a belated note from a graduated student that simply
says thank you for helping me in my life.
Elementary teachers spend hundreds of dollars per year on construction paper,
glue, crayons, markers, etc., while junior high and high school teachers buy supplementary materials out of pocket. In my subject area, social studies, it is necessary
to purchase these materials because the world changes every day. Textbooks are
outdated in a year, often in six months. Maps change every year, and the amount
of information on the Internet doubles every six months. In order to keep up with
the rapid change that we see in the world, we must purchase magazines, newspapers, texts, and computer software. Otherwise, our curriculum is quickly made irrelevant. Science teachers must also purchase materials outside the school budget
as it seems scientists discover something new every day. Again, teachers are faced
on a weekly basis with a dilemma: Do we use our existing materials and provide
an inferior education, or do we buy the necessary materials ourselves. In most cases,
the teachers with whom I work choose the latter.
I feel it is important at this juncture to note that nearly a third of Iowa’s teachers
will be retiring in the next ten years. Meanwhile, according to the Des Moines Register, twenty eight percent of Iowa’s new teachers quit after only three years in the
profession, and seventeen percent quit in their first year. Recently, I asked a group
of talented seniors how many were considering teaching as a profession. After a
brief bout of snickering, none was affirmative, and when I asked why not, their
reply was unanimous: Why would we want to enter a low paying career filled with
so much frustration?
The bill you are discussing today is part of a much larger question. What is the
future of education in America in this millenium? Who will teach our children? Why
should a young person enter the profession when he or she must pay for expenses
out of their own pocket while making twenty three thousand dollars per year? I fear
that I am a dying breed, and unless governments can make teaching a more attractive career, the best and brightest will choose other professions. It is simply not reasonable to expect teachers to impart a new millenium education with budgets made
in the 1980’s. This paradigm won’t work.
I can state with certainty that most teachers are not driven by material rewards.
We teach to serve our students and to help society. Our frustration with our profession often stems not from the behavior and performance of our students, but rather
with our inability to provide them with the quality of education we desire. Congress
today can send a message to every school district in the United States. The message, I hope, is that you appreciate our efforts, and that you understand the sacrifices we make every day. By giving us even small economic incentives, such as tax
breaks for out of pocket expenses, you will give us more than a few hundred extra
dollars in our pockets. You will give us the only reward that means anything to
teachers, which is appreciation for what we do. And, you will send a message to seniors in high school, that teaching is a valued profession worthy of investigation.
It has been an honor and a privilege for me to come to Washington today, and
I thank you for listening to my remarks. I only ask that you help teachers to do
our jobs, so we can remove the label ‘‘A Nation At Risk’’, and replace it with ‘‘Number One In The World’’. Thank you.
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RESPONSES

TO

QUESTIONS FROM SENATOR HATCH

Question: There are several proposals pending before the Congress that would
provide tax relief to teachers. Some of these proposals include allowing teachers to
deduct their professional development expenses. At least one of the proposals, however, restricts the type of professional development activities eligible for deduction.
For example, one proposal permits the deduction only for professional development
courses directly related to the academic subjects in which the teacher provides instruction. Is there any merit to allowing teachers to deduct professional development costs that do not directly relate to the academic subjects in which an eligible
teacher provides instruction? Please elaborate, if possible.
Answer: I feel costs incurred in the following areas should be deductible:
1. Development of second language capabilities, especially Spanish (in view
of changing demographic patterns)
2. Development of classroom management skills, management of crisis situations, etc.
3. Development of improvement in instructional design and curricular matters
4. Development of counseling skills, preparation for guidance counseling, etc.
5. Progress toward administrative degrees (particularly with current pending
shortage in this field)
6. Improvement of technology skills.
Question: Some proposals also would limit the ability of a teacher to take a deduction based on the duration of the professional development course. Is it your experience that one-day or short-term workshops or conferences have professional merit
and should be included as deductible costs under a teacher tax relief proposal?
Please elaborate, if possible. What restrictions, if any, on the duration of an eligible
course of instruction should the Congress impose?
Answer: I feel that any course that is of adequate duration to merit one semester
hour of credit from an academic institution (usually, about 15 hours of class time
or two workshop days) should be deductible on taxes. Congress may need to decide
what types of courses and what institutions are acceptable as there are certainly
‘‘fluff’’ classes from poor institutions available for very cheap tuition. I realize this
could be problematic and subjective, but it should be a consideration.
RESPONSES

TO

QUESTIONS FROM SENATOR TORRICELLI

Question: Many schools throughout this country rely on teachers to spend their
personal funds for their classrooms and students. I support Congressional efforts to
allow teachers to make these out-of-pocket expenses tax deductible.
However, teachers are not the only ones being asked to do more. Middle American
parents are also being asked to spend additional funds on things that schools once
provided, like transportation, school uniforms, and after school programs. If families
need to spend more for their children’s schooling, we need to encourage them to save
more for their children. Senators Hutchinson, Breaux and I have introduced Education Savings Accounts, or ESAs, to help families save for their children’s education. ESAs help families by increasing the limit of the existing Education IRA
from $500 to $2000, and allowing funds to be used for elementary and secondary
expenses.
Have you noticed a trend in your school, or other schools, where activities that
were once free now have a cost to parents and students?
Do families in your school district or nearby schools have to pay for their own
transportation or after school programs?
Does it make sense to allow parents to save money in accounts to be used for education purposes in order to pay for these new expenses?
Answer: Yes, certainly more costs are incurred by parents now than in the past.
Textbook fees have gone up. Most schools require activity fees to pay for sports,
band, chorus, etc. Many kids buy their own uniforms (jerseys, etc) in athletics and
in music. Field trip fees are often paid for by students and parents. Though not ‘‘required’’, athletic shoes cost many families several hundred dollars per year. Students must often pay for photocopies, especially when doing research projects. Occasionally, software and other technological devices must be purchased in order to
compete in a modern classroom.
In our school, students do not have to pay for transportation costs or after school
programs. However, I am told that in area schools, this is not the case. I am not
qualified to answer this question accurately for you.
I feel an ESA would be appropriate for parents. I am uncertain that $2000 is an
appropriate amount, but do feel raising the current from $500 would be a good
move. As a parent of three children, I certainly spend more than $500 a year on
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materials and costs outside of the classroom, not to mention the money I spend as
a teacher on my classes (as I stated on Capitol Hill). I do have a concern, however,
that these funds would be used to allow students to transfer from a public school
to a parochial or private school. Open enrollment laws are hurting our school a
great deal, and an ESA that encourages this would further harm our community.
I feel there should be restrictions in this department, especially in view of the new
measures being enacted in the field of education, vouchers, etc.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. SUSAN M. COLLINS

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you and Senator Baucus for convening this
hearing today to discuss proposals to provide tax relief to assist our nation’s students and educators. I am particularly pleased that you have chosen to discuss S.
203, the Teacher Support Act of 2001, a bill I introduced on January 30, 2001 with
my good friends, Senators Kyl and Landrieu.
Our bill has two major provisions. First, it will allow teachers and teacher’s aides
to take an above-the-line deduction for their professional development expenses.
Thus, educators will not be excluded from assistance simply because they don’t
itemize their deductions. Second, the bill will grant educators a tax credit of up to
$100 for books, supplies, and equipment that they purchase for their students. According to a study by the National Education Association, the average public school
teacher spends more than $400 annually on classroom materials. This sacrifice is
typical of the dedication of so many teachers to their students.
While our bill provides financial assistance to educators, its ultimate beneficiaries
will be their students. Other than involved parents, a well-qualified teacher is the
most important prerequisite for student success. Educational researchers have demonstrated the close relationship between qualified educators and successful students. Moreover, educators themselves understand how important professional development is to maintaining and extending their levels of competence. When I meet
with teachers from Maine, they repeatedly tell me of their need for more professional development and the scarcity of financial support for this worthy pursuit. As
President Bush has put it, ‘‘Teachers sometimes lead with their hearts and pay with
their wallets.’’
The willingness of Maine’s educators to fund their own professional development
activities has impressed me deeply. For example, an English teacher who serves on
my Educational Policy Advisory Committee told me of spending her own money to
attend a curriculum conference. She is typical of many educators who generously
reach into their own pockets to pay for professional development and to purchase
materials that enhance their teaching.
Let me explain how our bill works in terms of real dollars. In my home State,
the average yearly starting salary of a public school teacher is $23,300. Under current law, a teacher earning this salary could not deduct the first $466 in professional development that he or she paid for out of pocket. Moreover, professional development expenses above $466 could be deducted only if the teacher itemized his
or her deductions, which only about one-third of all teachers now do.
Our bill would enable all educators, regardless of whether or not they itemize
their deductions, to receive tax relief for all qualified professional development expenses.
I greatly admire the many educators who have voluntarily financed additional
education to improve their skills and to serve their students better and who purchase books, supplies, equipment, and other materials that enhance their teaching.
I hope that this change in our tax code will encourage educators to continue to take
formal course work in the subject matter that they teach and to attend conferences
to give them new ideas for presenting course work in a challenging manner. This
bill will reimburse educators for a small part of what they invest in our children’s
future.
Mr. Chairman, this would be money well spent. Investing in education helps us
to build one of the most important assets for our country’s future, a well-educated
population. We need to ensure that our public schools have the best educators possible in order to bring out the very best in our students.
Last year, Senator Kyl and I, and our colleague and friend, Senator Coverdell, offered a similar version of this legislation as an amendment to the Affordable Education Act of 2000. Our amendment enjoyed overwhelming support and passed the
Senate by a vote of 98–0. Unfortunately, the underlying bill was not taken up by
the House of Representatives.
This year, we are very pleased that President Bush has made the classroom supplies portion of our bill part of his education platform, and that our legislation has
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received the support of the National Education Association. Our hope is that the bill
will become law before the end of the year.
I thank the Committee for its consideration of this important piece of legislation.
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PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. TOM HARKIN

Chairman Grassley, Senator Baucus, thank you for providing me with this opportunity to testify at this important hearing on education tax and savings incentives.
There is no issue of greater importance to the future of our nation than education.
In 1998, the American Society of Civil Engineers issued this Report Card for
America’s Infrastructure. As members of the committee can see, they report serious
problems with the physical infrastructure in our nation. However, the most alarming finding is the failing grade given to schools in the U.S.—the only area to receive
a failing grade.
It is a national disgrace that the nicest places our kids see are shopping malls,
sports arenas, and movie theaters, and the most rundown place they see is their
school. What signal are we sending them about the value we place on them, their
education and future?
Modernizing and repairing our nation’s schools is something I’ve been advocating
for over a decade now. I secured $100 million in the FY 1995 appropriations bill
as a down payment on a school modernization program and was disappointed when
those funds were rescinded.
But we made real progress last year with the passage of a $1 billion initiative
to make emergency repairs. That was a bipartisan agreement I hammered out with
Congressman Goodling, Senator Specter, and the White House.
We need to build on our success. Last year, Senator Robb and I offered legislation
to provide tax credits for school construction projects. This legislation was similar
to bipartisan legislation in the House by Reps. Nancy Johnson and Charles Rangel.
This year I will join forces with Reps. Johnson and Rangel and introduce the
America’s Better Classrooms Act in the Senate. This legislation would leverage $1.7
billion in tax credits over five years to pay the interest on $25 billion in school modernization bonds. We’ll be introducing that bill after the President’s Day recess, and
I urge the Committee to include school modernization tax credit bonds in the legislation you are developing.
I know this approach will work because it mirrors a successful school construction
demonstration program I started in Iowa in 1997. The Iowa demonstration is a twoprong response to our school modernization needs. First, we provide grants to local
school districts to make urgent repairs to remedy fire code violations. Second, grants
are made to local school districts to subsidize a portion of the cost for a new construction project.
The program has been a big success. During the first two years of the demonstration, federal funds of $14.7 million supported projects totaling $142 million—each
federal dollar leveraged $10.33.
There is a legitimate federal role in helping fix our nation’s crumbling schools,
and we can do so without undermining local control of education. This federal role
is recognized by President Bush who is recommending an expanded use of private
activity bonds for school construction projects. I know there are members of this
Committee, both Democrats and Republicans, who support this expansion, but I believe we need to do more than the President has proposed.
Over the past few years we have had several partisan skirmishes related to school
construction. This is a new year, a new Congress, and a new Administration. I am
hopeful we will be able to work together to craft a bill that includes school modernization tax credit bonds to underwrite $25 billion in new school construction
projects.
Thank you for providing me with this opportunity to testify, and I look forward
to working with you and members of the Committee on this important issue.
Attachment.
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PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. TIM HUTCHINSON

Chairman Grassley, Senator Baucus, members of the Committee, thank you for
inviting me here today to testify in support of legislation I have introduced with my
colleague Senator Torricelli to expand education savings accounts. I am honored to
take up this fight from the previous sponsor of the legislation, Senator Paul Coverdell of Georgia, and in his honor, this legislation is named after him.
Like similar legislation that has passed the Senate in both the 105th and 106th
Congresses, the ‘‘Coverdell Education Savings Accounts Act of 2001,’’ allows parents,
grandparents, or other scholarship sponsors to establish an education savings account to save for a child’s education expenses. As you know, the Taxpayer Relief
Act of 1997 allowed families to establish education individual retirement accounts
for higher education expenses, but only allows contributions of $500 per year. This

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00057

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

54
legislation would build on that by increasing the annual limit on contributions to
$2,000 per child per year. It also expands the accounts so that savings may be used
for elementary and secondary education expenses, including tutoring, special needs
services, books, home computers, and tuition.
Contrary to popular belief, this is not a proposal to take money away from public
schools. Instead, it encourages investment in all our schools. Parents would be saving their own money, not spending government funds, to help their children receive
the best education possible. In fact, 75 percent of the parents who open these accounts will have children enrolled in public elementary and secondary schools. Education Savings Accounts benefit lower- and middle-class families who currently
struggle to meet the education needs of their children.
Education savings accounts place the power of education in the hands of those
who should be in control—parents. These accounts allow parents to invest their own
money over time to plan for their children’s future. Parents would have a real incentive to save for their children’s education expenses, and as these accounts accumulate interest, they can have significant resources to pay for many of the services associated with educating their child. Even public education is no longer free. Parents
often have to pay for education expenses out of their own pocket. In states like Arkansas where families in rural areas often do not have a choice about where to send
their children to school, these accounts can help pay for distance learning programs,
home computers, after-school programs, or additional tutoring.
In addition, one of the most important aspects of this legislation is that corporations, charitable organizations, foundations, and unions can contribute to education
savings accounts. This will inject billions of new dollars into education that would
not have been spent previously. Critics sometimes say that this legislation would
do nothing for lower-class families who cannot afford to invest in an education savings account. Companies and unions could offer education savings accounts as benefits for their employees that could supplement amounts saved by low- and middleincome families.
This legislation leaves public money in public schools. Education savings accounts
use private, after-tax dollars, not government funding. Instead of creating new federal education programs, we should allow parents to realize a maximum return on
their savings by emphasizing the importance of saving for their children’s education.
It is estimated that education savings accounts will infuse more than $12 billion in
additional funding into education, which far outweighs the cost of the bill. There is
no better way to stress the importance of education than to make parents’ dollars
count.
President Bush included Education Savings Accounts in his tax plan, and I am
encouraged by his support. I support him in his efforts to raise the limit on each
account to $5,000, and would be happy to work with the Committee to find an
agreeable amount for any legislation that you may consider. Thank you for allowing
me the opportunity to speak in support of education savings accounts, and I look
forward to hearing any thoughts you may have on this matter.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. JOHN F. KERRY

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for holding this hearing today on education tax issues, which are of critical importance to me and to the constituents I
represent in Massachusetts. I so frequently hear from parents, teachers, students,
and school officials about the need to make higher education affordable and the
need for the federal government to help states and localities deal with the overcrowding and deterioration of our nation’s public schools.
The General Accounting Office estimated in 1995 that it will cost more than $112
billion to bring the existing education infrastructure up to the state of good repair.
In my opinion, the federal government has not done its part to help states and localities address this tremendous need. But it’s not just the renovation of existing
schools that merits our close attention. There is also a tremendous need to build
new schools for the rapidly growing school-age population. The National Center for
Education Statistics estimates that elementary and secondary enrollment will swell
from 52.7 million in 1998 to 54.3 million by 2008. School districts will need to build
2,400 new public schools by the year 2003 and thousands more in later years to accommodate growing enrollments. I would also just like to point out that unlike the
school-age growth that occurred when the baby boom generation went to school, experts predict that the current growth in the numbers of school-age children is not
likely to drop-off, but to grow slowly for at least the next ten years.
I am sympathetic to the argument made by some of my colleagues that because
providing a free, public education to every child is the domain of states and local-
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ities that the federal government does not have an appropriate role in the provision
of educational services. But I do disagree with my colleagues on this point, because
I believe that the federal government can actually play a vitally important, non-intrusive role in supporting our public schools. As a society we have an obligation to
give all of our children a free and public education. Safe schools free of overcrowded
classrooms should be considered part of our commitment to providing a free, public
education. And what we are hearing from our schools, from our parents, from our
students is that they need help providing that education.
I am also very concerned about the rising costs of a college education. Our economy and our society more now than ever require that we produce a skilled workforce. But the cost to obtain a four-year degree at either or public or a private institution has increased dramatically. According to the National Commission on the
Cost of Higher Education (1998), since the early 1980s, college tuition has increased
annually at two to three times the rate of inflation. Between 1981 and 1995, tuition
at 4-year public colleges and universities increased 234%, while during the same
time period, median household income rose 82% and the consumer price index rose
only 74%. Further, the typical bill for tuition, fees, room, board, books and
incidentals at public institutions is $510,069, a whopping 23% of the average American family’s household income.
More and more, college is the gateway to the American dream. The increasing importance of education to our society’s prosperity underscores the need to grow our
national investment in education. According to the Department of Education and
the National Center for Education Statistics, in 1998 young men with a bachelor’s
degree earned 150 percent the salaryof their peers with no more than a high school
diploma—and young women with a college degree earned twice as much as high
school graduates. An investment in college earns a 12 percent return, nearly twice
the historical average of the stock market. When I read statistics like these I am
reminded of just how significant a role we do play—and should continue to play—
to ensure that all those who wish to pursue a higher education are able to do so.
I am delighted that once again the Finance Committee has agreed that these are
important priorities that merit the close review of this Committee. I look forward
to discussing these issues with the panelists and with my colleagues. I genuinely
hope that we come together and support federal funding to help our states and localities renovate existing schools and build new schools, and ensure that a college education is within reach for all Americans.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. JON KYL

I would like to commend Chairman Grassley for making education the subject of
the first committee hearing—other than hearings on nominations—of the 107th
Congress. The American people have told us in poll after poll that improving education is their highest priority. Moreover, if we can get education right in our country, almost everything else should follow from an advantage in national defense, to
better trade and economic opportunities, to revitalized values.
While debates about education policy, particularly at the federal level, too often
fracture along partisan lines, I am pleased that one of the bills the committee will
review today—the Teacher Support Act that Senator Collins and I introduced on
January 30—has proven that it commands consensus support.
Working together last year, Senator Collins and I, with invaluable assistance from
our departed colleague Paul Coverdell, persuaded the Senate to pass almost identical legislation by a vote of 98–0. Like the amendment approved by the Senate last
year, the Teacher Support Act would provide an annual tax credit of up to $100 for
teachers’ un-reimbursed classroom expenditures that are qualified under the Internal Revenue Code. For amounts over $100, teachers would continue to use the deductions allowed for such expenses under current law.
We know the need this legislation addresses is real. According to a recent study
by the NEA, the average K through 12 teacher spent $408 every year on classroom
materials. needed for education but not supplied by the schools. These materials include everything from books, workbooks. erasers, paper, pens, equipment related to
classroom instruction, and professional enrichment programs.
In my discussions with teachers—public and private—I have been amazed to
learn that many use their own money to cover the cost of classroom materials that
are not supplied by their school or school district. I have attended intense meetings
in which Arizona teachers have related to me, in confidence, that they have used
money from the family budget, without telling their spouses, for needed classroom
supplies, and that though they feel wracked with guilt, they would do it again for
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their students. Today, the committee will hear testimony from Tom Carter of West
Liberty, Iowa, a social studies teacher who has had similar experiences. The Teacher Support Act stands for the idea that Tom Carter and his fellow teachers should
not feel compelled to make such sacrifices.
Though there is no absolute linkage between personal contributions for school
supplies and the quality of the teaching, there likely is some correlation between
the two, given the degree of commitment evidenced by these teachers who are
spending their own money. To the extent this is true, the proposal will have the
effect of encouraging instruction of the highest quality.
I am pleased that President Bush campaigned on a similar proposal last year. and
that hehas included it in the education package he announced last month. This legislation sends a much-needed message to the hard-working teachers of this country
that they have our support. and that. working together. we can improve education
for America’s children.
Again, Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for holding this hearing. and I
look forward to working with my colleagues on the committee to advancing legislation that promotes good education in our country.
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PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. MITCH MCCONNELL

Mr. Chairman, I am honored to again come before the Senate FinanceCommittee
to discuss a bill which focuses on an important issue facing American families
today—paying for the education of their children. I have long believed that we need
to make college education more affordable, and my legislation, the Setting Aside for
a Valuable Education, or SAVE, Act, will do that by making savings in qualified
tuition savings plans entirely tax-free.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Mr. Chairman I have worked for the past six years to make saving for college
easier for American families by providing ways to help them keep pace with the rising cost of a college education through tax incentives. In 1994, I introduced the first
bill to make education savings in state tuition plans exempt from taxation. Since
that time, Congress has made significant progress toward achieving this important
goal.
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In 1996, I was able to include a provision in the Small Business Job Protection
Act that clarified the tax treatment of state-sponsored savings plans and the participants’ investment. This measure established that account earnings on the savings
plans are to be included in gross income when distributions to attend school are
made. This was an important change because it removed the tax uncertainty that
was hindering the effectiveness of the plans and helped families who are trying to
saving for their children’s future education needs. Before this clarification, it appeared that account earnings may be taxed annually, which would have deterred
saving for education expenses. Also, my language shifted the tax burden upon distribution of the funds from the parent to the student, who is generally taxed at a
lower rate.
The following year, the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 included several important
legislative initiatives that maximized flexibility to families with investments in longterm education savings plans. Through this vehicle, I was pleased to be able to expand the definition of ‘‘eligible education expenses’’ to include room and board costs
so that these expenses—often as much as one-half the entire cost of college—also
received the deferred tax treatment. Secondly, I was able to include a provision
which expanded the definition of ‘‘eligible institutions’’ to include all schools, including certain proprietary schools, which are eligible under the Department of Education’s student aid program. Finally, I was pleased that the Taxpayer Relief Act
included a more detailed definition of the term ‘‘member of family’’ to allow tax-free
transfers of credits or account balances in a qualified tuition program to additional
family members in the event that the named beneficiary does not attend college.
However, while I am proud of these initial success stories, I will continue to press
to make education savings entirely tax free. While the end is in sight, we cannot
claim victory until we achieve this goal. In fact, the need for education savings tax
relief is more acute then ever as recent studies demonstrate that we must still continue to encourage parents to adopt a long-term savings approach for their children’s future education.
PROBLEM: THE RISING COSTS OF COLLEGE

According to the College Board, during the 2000–2001 academic school year, the
average tuition at four-year public colleges rose between 4.4 and 5.2 percent. It is
important to note that this increase was higher than the 1999 tuition increase of
3.4 percent. In addition, the College Board estimated that room and board charges
would increase between 4 and 5 percent for the next year.
What is most frustrating is that despite the recent economic boom, the cost of a
college education continues to rise at a rate faster than many families can afford.
According to the College Board, since 1980 the price of a college education has been
rising between two and three times the Consumer Price Index. In fact, tuition and
fees for a four year college education has risen 115 percent over inflation since the
1980–81 school year, while median household income has risen only 20 percent.
Over the past decade, tuition has increased between 32 and 49 percent, while family
income over the same period has increased just 4 percent.
As a result, more and more families are forced to rely on financial aid to meet
tuition costs. In fact, a majority of all college students utilize some amount of financial assistance. The amount of financial aid available to students and their families
for the 1999–2000 school year topped $68 billion, more than 4% above than the previous year. However, there has been a marked trend from grant-based assistance
programs to loan-based assistance programs, and today many students are forced
to borrow in order to attend college. This shift toward loans increases the financial
burden of attending college because students and families must then assume interest costs that can add thousands to the total cost of tuition.
We must not forget that compounded interest cuts both ways. For those students
who must borrow, compounded interest is a burden, for those students and families
who save, it is a blessing. By saving, participants can keep pace, or even ahead of,
tuition increases. By borrowing, students bear added interest costs that add thousands to the total cost of tuition. Savings have a positive impact by reducing the
need for students to borrow tens of thousands of dollars in student loans. This will
help make need-based grants, which target low-income families, better meet the demands of those who are in most need.
Mr. Chairman, the need for rewarding long-term saving for college is clear. My
legislation will recognize and award savings while allowing students and families
that are participating in these state-sponsored plans to be exempt from federal income tax when the funds are used for qualified educational purposes. This bill will
finish what I started in 1994.
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SOLUTION: STATE TUITION AND SAVINGS PLANS

Mr. Chairman, as a result of our actions over the last several years, a majority
of the states have implemented tuition savings plans for their residents. In the mid1980s, states first began to recognize the difficulty that families faced in keeping
pace with the rising cost of education. States like Kentucky, Florida, Ohio, and
Michigan were among the first to start programs aimed at helping families save for
their children’s college education. Other states have since followed suit, and currently 48 states have some form of tuition savings plans.
Today, there are nearly one million savers who have contributed over $2 billion
in education savings. In the Commonwealth of Kentucky alone, 3,250 beneficiaries
have active accounts and have accumulated $13 million in savings. With average
monthly contributions as low as $110, and nearly 60% of the participating families
earning a household income of under $60,000 annually, state-sponsored tuition
plans clearly benefit middle-class families—the exact Americans who deserve and
need such relief.
THE MCCONNELL SAVE ACT

In addition to accomplishing my long-sought goal of making savings in tuition
savings plans entirely tax-free, the SAVE Act, includes several other new provisions.
It allows private institutions to establish their own qualified prepaid tuition programs, and at the same time includes important consumer protections to ensure
that these new plans operate in a fiscally responsible manner. The SAVE Act also
modifies the cap on room and board expenses to more accurately reflect the cost of
attending an institution of higher learning. The final important change made in the
SAVE Act is a provision allowing for one annual rollover between Section 529 plans
to meet the needs of our increasingly mobile society.
Mr. Chairman, I have worked closely with state plan administrators over the
years seeking both their advice and support. When I introduce the SAVE Act this
afternoon, I will be honored once again to have the endorsement of the National Association of State Treasurers and the College Savings Plans Network. They have
worked tirelessly in support of this legislation because they know it is in the best
interests of plan participants-families who care about their children’s education. In
addition, state-sponsored tuition savings plans have recently been touted as one of
the best ways to save for a college education by such influential magazines as
Money, Fortune, and Business Week.
This overwhelming support for these programs underscores my belief that we
have a real opportunity to go even further toward making college affordable for
American families. It is in our national interest to maintain a quality and affordable
education system for all families—not merely those fortunate to have the resources.
My legislation rewards parents who are serious about their children’s future and
who are committed over the long-term to the education of their children by providing a significant tax break for all savers nationwide. This will reduce the cost
of education and will not unnecessarily burden future generations with thousands
of dollars in loans.
Mr.Chairman, college is a lifelong investment. We must take steps to ensure that
higher education is within the reach of every child so that they are prepared to meet
the challenges they will face in our increasingly competitive world. We must make
it easier for families to save for college, and we can do so this year by providing
total tax freedom for education savings. My bill will make these tuition savings
plans entirely tax-free when the money is drawn out to pay for college, and I believe
that my legislation is the best approach to ensuring that our children can obtain
a higher education without mortgaging their futures.
Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you and the entire Senate Committee on Finance for allowing me the opportunity to testify. I look forward to working with all
on this vital national priority.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

JANET PARKER, SPHR

Good morning Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee.
My name is Janet Parker, SPHR, and I am the Senior Vice President of Employee
Relations for AmSouth Bank. AmSouth is a regional bank holding company
headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, with $38.9 billion in assets, 600 branch
banking offices, and 1,250 ATMs. AmSouth has its origins with the First National
Bank of Birmingham, established approximately 120 years ago and has since grown
to operate in Alabama, Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana. We
are a leader among regional banks in the Southeast and are the 20th largest finan-
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cial institution in the country. I am also on the National Board of Directors of the
Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM).
I am here today on behalf of the Society for Human Resource Management and
the Section 127 Coalition. The Society for Human Resource Management is the leading voice of the human resource profession. SHRM provides education and information services, conferences and seminars, government and media representation, online services and publications to more than 150,000 professional and student members throughout the world. The Society is the world’s largest human resource management association.
The Section 127 Coalition is a diverse group of more than 100 business, labor, and
education organizations that are committed to making the exclusion for employer
provided educational assistance found in section 127 of the Internal Revenue Code
(IRC), a permanent part of the tax code and to reinstate the provision for graduatelevel education.
I’d like to start by thanking Ranking Minority Member Baucus and Chairman
Grassley for introducing S. 133, legislation to make permanent the Section 127 tax
exclusion and to extend Section 127 to cover graduate education. I’d also like to
thank the Committee for its past support of this legislation.
I am here today to urge bipartisan Congressional support for this very important
legislation. As the Committee knows, Section 127 allows public or private employers
to provide up to $5,250 per year to each of their employees in tax-free reimbursement for tuition, books, and fees for job or non-job related education. This legislation, when fully enacted, will provide incentives for employees to improve their
skills through continuing educational opportunities, assist workers in developing a
greater level of technical competency, and help to ensure that America stays competitive and has the best-educated workforce, as we continue to compete in an integrated and global market place. Section 127 is a purely private sector initiative and
the one vehicle that encourages employer investment and support in providing educational assistance to workers. There is no large bureaucracy to administer the program, no agency to require oversight. Like any other benefit, employers are not required to provide section 127 benefits to their employees.
In the highly competitive banking and finance business, AmSouth competes not
only for customers but employees as well. To continue to thrive and be successful
in a record low unemployment rate environment, we at AmSouth are very careful
to make sure we offer competitive salaries and benefits to attract and retain the
best employees. Our tuition reimbursement program is one of the best benefits that
we make available for our employees. Tuition reimbursement is available for all employees including those who work part-time (reimbursement is pro-rated based on
the number of hours they work).
In 2000, we had 182 employees who utilized AmSouth’s tuition reimbursement
program. The majority of these employees participating in the program were nonexempt, with their average salary between $17,000 and $28,000.
As the war for talent continues, tuition reimbursement has been an instrumental
recruiting tool to attract and retain employees. For instance, one of our departments
was experiencing difficulty in getting employees to work extended hours (5 PM–8
PM) during the normal work-week. With the tuition reimbursement benefit and a
commitment to provide students time off during exams, we were able to employ students to work the extended hours. In fact, one of the students was awarded a superior performance award for his outstanding contribution.
As the above example indicates, tuition reimbursement is a win-win for both the
employers and the employee. Employers provide these benefits to their employees
because they see value and a return on the investment in their employee’s education. Employers get a better educated and often more highly skilled employee.
Employees use Section 127 benefits to improve basic skills and to advance in their
careers. In addition, recipients of Section 127 benefits are not your typical students.
This is the case at AmSouth. As mentioned above, most of AmSouth recipients are
working in a full-time capacity, balancing their work and educational pursuits. They
choose to return to school on a part time basis to improve their skills and educational qualifications and, in turn, improve their career opportunities. For example,
one of the recruiters in our staffing department lived on campus for a year after
completing high school. Like many traditional students, she found it was too expensive and had to drop out. She obtained a job as a Teller and through AmSouth’s
tuition reimbursement program became a non-traditional student. After six years of
working full-time and going to school, she graduated with a Human Resources degree. She was promoted to a recruiter that resulted in a 15% pay increase. She is
now our teller recruiter and can share her own success story as a result of our tuition reimbursement program.
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Section 127 is used by both new employees and those with many years of experience. As employees mature in their jobs, they often see opportunities that were not
available when they initially were employed with AmSouth. However, demands of
family may prevent the employee from obtaining the training they need to move
into a different career. The executive administrative assistant in Human Resources
always knew she could do more but did not have the formal education to pursue
other opportunities. After her children were grown, she went back to school at night
to secure a degree in human resources. After graduation, she moved into an instructional designer position in our training department. Her salary has increased 29
percent.
Since its creation in 1978 however, the provision has expired and been extended
ten times. The current extension of section 127 was contained in The Ticket to Work
Incentives Act of 1999, which extended section 127 from May 31, 2000 to December
31, 2001 for undergraduate-level courses only. The provision excluding graduatelevel educational assistance expired on July 1, 1996 and has yet to be reinstated.
In fact, due to the uncertainty of the tax exemption benefit, a statement has been
placed in the AmSouth employee guidelines stating that this benefit could be considered as taxable income.
When Section 127 expires tuition-related expenses are shared by the employer
and the employee. (Regardless of whether Section 127 is available however, employers may still deduct the cost of the training from their taxable earnings) In the absence of Section 127, the money an employee receives for educational assistance for
non-job related courses must be considered income and taxed accordingly. That
means the employer must pay the requisite employer’s share of social security and
Medicare taxes (FICA). Meanwhile, the employee must pay the remaining social security taxes, as well as all federal, state and local income taxes. Thus a student who
received the maximum $5,250 benefit could owe as much as 40 percent of that
money in taxes. In Alabama the tax implication for tellers, whose average income
is $16,000 per year, would be $2,084.26.
As employers provide resources for training and education efforts aimed at improving their workforce as an investment in ‘‘human capital’’, it is unfortunate that
when educational assistance is provided by an employer, it may be taxable. This
often requires out-of-pocket tax payments from those least able to pay. More often
than not this potential tax liability provide a disincentive for many employees that
are pursuing additional educational opportunities.
Clearly, all employee benefits are voluntary, including Section 127. Not every employer offers pension benefits, life insurance or health care coverage to their employees. As with any other benefit (health care, retirement, life insurance, etc.), employers do provide these benefits because they see value and a return on the investment
in their employee’s education. In addition, the U.S. Congress and the federal government have made these benefits tax exempt for public policy reasons, e.g. increasing
the private retirement savings rate and providing affordable access to health care
services. Congress recognized the importance of encouraging employers to provide
educational assistance to employees in the past by creating IRC section 127. It is
time now to make that commitment permanent for both undergraduate and graduate education.
Greater global interaction and competition are increasingly requiring that individuals in the workforce maintain a greater level of technical competency skills. This
skill level includes graduate-level education. To stay competitive in a global environment, employers and the United States have a direct interest in ensuring the besteducation workforce. Increasingly, over the next decade, American workers will need
some post-secondary education and training to keep pace with rapid changes in the
workplace and the applications of technology in jobs.
Section 127 is a key tool in increasing productivity and competitiveness and it assists employers in recruiting, training and retaining workers. The yearly expiration
of Section 127 causes a great deal of confusion as employers rework payroll systems
and change training programs. Similarly, employees find their efforts to further
their education put on hold. We greatly appreciate your leadership to make Section
127 permanent. I appreciate the opportunity to address the Committee and hope
that you will continue to turn to the Coalition and SHRM for assistance concerning
Section 127. I will be happy to answer any questions you may have concerning this
important issue.
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PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

DAVID J. PEARLMAN

INTRODUCTION

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Baucus and other distinguished members of the
Finance Committee, I am David Pearlman, Vice President and Associate General
Counsel at Fidelity Investments. I am pleased and honored to testify before the
Committee today.
Fidelity Investments is the nation’s largest mutual fund company with over $900
billion in assets under management, serving over 16 million customers, and is also
the nation’s largest 401(k) and IRA provider and a leading on-line discount brokerage firm from which many IRAs, small business retirement plans and college savings plans are marketed, sold andadministered.
Today, I will outline some of the advantages and drawbacks of section 529 education savings programs and Education IRAs and make some suggestions designed
to increase the attractiveness of both programs to parents and grandparents of higher-education bound students.
In 1996, Congress adopted section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code, which governs qualified State tuition programs, and section 530, which governs Education
IRAs. Since then Fidelity Investments has worked to help develop and implement
the qualified State tuition programs of Delaware, Massachusetts and New Hampshire, for which Fidelity serves as administrator and investment manager. I will
refer to qualified State tuition programs as ‘‘section 529 programs’’ and I will discuss these first in my testimony.
Also since 1996, Fidelity Investments has followed the developments with respect
to Education IRAs. However, for a variety of reasons that I will discuss in a few
minutes, Fidelity Investments does not currently offer an Education IRA.
SECTION 529 PROGRAMS

Background
Before section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code was enacted, a few states sponsored higher education savings programs on their own. The first prepaid tuition programs were adopted by Michigan, Florida and Wyoming in 1987 and 1988, and a
number of states soon followed. In their purest form, prepaid tuition programs allow
a person to purchase tomorrow’s higher education at today’s prices through the purchase of tuition credits at certain state higher education institutions. With the cost
of college rising more rapidly than many other costs during the last decade, many
parents and grandparents found prepaid tuition programs attractive. The IRS and
the states differed on the correct approach to the tax treatment of the assets held
in these programs. As a result, Congress intervened in 1996 and enacted section 529
of the Internal Revenue Code to settle such issues, but that in turn gave rise to a
host of new issues.
Section 529 covers two types of programs: the ‘‘prepaid tuition’’ programs mentioned above and what have come to be called ‘‘college savings’’ programs. Generally,
under prepaid tuition programs, a higher education student is entitled to benefits
in terms of credit hours, semesters of covered expenses or the like. Students generally derive the full benefits of a prepaid tuition program only if they attend an
institution of higher education that has agreed to participate in the program. In
practice this almost always means a school in the state that sponsors the program.
As you might guess, it is difficult for some parents, grandparents and other family
members who fund these accounts for children to determine early in a child’s life
where they want to attend college. Nonetheless, a number of prepaid tuition programs have fared well, particularly in Texas, Florida and Pennsylvania, because of
their well-established and popular state-sponsored higher education institutions.
In contrast, college savings programs are purely dollar-based education savings
accounts. They work much like 401(k) plans. The value of an account in a savings
program is independent of what school the student ultimately attends, and the student’s ultimate choice of schools is not limited by participation in a particular state’s
program.
There is only one savings program, Kentucky’s, that predates section 529. A small
number (including those of New Hampshire and Delaware) had begun operation by
mid-1998. By the end of 2000 approximately 45 states were operating savings programs, prepaid programs, or both. Most but not all states have contracted administration and investment of their savings programs to private sector vendors. A list
of educational savings programs by state, indicating the type of program and the
date of commencement, is attached as Appendix A. Please note that not all prepaid
tuition programs intend to qualify under section 529.
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Regardless of whether a section 529 program is a prepaid tuition program or a
savings program, the tax treatment is the same. There are two principal income tax
advantages. First, federal income tax is deferred on the account’s earnings until distributions are made from the program Second, if the student attends a qualified
higher education institution (one that is accredited and eligible to participate in federal student aid programs), the tax on the earnings is payable by the student, at
the student’s tax rate. Non-qualified distributions are generally taxed to the individual who contributed to the account and subject to a penalty of 10% of the amount
of gain distributed to discourage these distributions.
Second, 529 programs also enjoy gift and estate tax advantages. Contributions are
completed gifts when made, so death of the contributor does not result in estate tax
due on the amount in the 529 program. Furthermore, the law permits a contributor
to allocate five years’ worth of annual gift tax exclusions to a contribution to a 529
program in a single year. Thus, up to a $50,000 contribution can be made to 529
program free of gift tax. Our experience is that large contributions to 529 programs
are relatively rare and that most contributions are much smaller and made on a
monthly basis. Approximately two-thirds of contributors to Fidelity-administered
programs make contributions monthly, many for the program minimum of $50. For
the three programs administered by Fidelity, the average account size is approximately $7,500.
One requirement of section 529 is that the state, not the contributor or the student, directs investments in college savings programs. The IRS has permitted states
to offer a choice of investment programs to which contributions to college savings
programs can be invested, but self-direction of the underlying investments is not
permitted. Fidelity has devised an investment strategy based on the age of the child
that provides for less investment risk as the child nears college age.
The public is becoming increasingly aware of college savings programs. The three
programs served by Fidelity Investments attracted nearly $400 million in contributions in 2000, and have total assets today of more than $800 million, representing
contributions from more than 100,000 individuals. Total assets in all savings programs are now estimated to be approximately $2.5 billion nationally.
Suggested Revisions to College Savings Programs
Our experience tells us that changes in the law would further assist those saving
for college. We have identified seven changes that if enacted, would improve the
attractiveness of college savings programs to parents and grandparents who are
most likely to establish them on behalf of children or grandchildren. Grandparents
now account for nearly one in seven dollars invested in college savings programs.
Like the retirement IRA, college savings programs must be extensively marketed to
raise the public’s awareness of the benefits of the programs. The fixes that I will
suggest will make them more useful to families concerned about the cost of their
children’s education and eliminate many of the unexpected tax burdens surrounding
these plans. Some of the proposed fixes would also resolve issues under the proposed
regulations under section 529. The states, through the College Savings Plan Network, have had numerous discussions with the IRS and the Treasury Department
about many troublesome aspects of the proposed regulations, which were proposed
in 1998. In our estimation the proposed regulations do not reflect Congressional intent in a number of important areas. We look forward to working with the Treasury
and the IRS to revisit these proposed regulations.
First, distributions used for qualified higher education expenses should be taxfree. Under current law, the student is taxed on the earnings from his or her college
savings account. This is a tax-trap for students and parents. Most students will not
have the money to pay the tax bill. It is logical to assume that parents and grandparents will be called upon to pay this tax bill which will be unexpected in many
instances. Congress twice has approved tax-free treatment, in 2000 and in 1999.
Second, 529 accounts should be completely portable. Currently, it is possible to
move from one 529 program to another, but only if the beneficiary of the account
is changed. This is often a problem for families that move from one state to another
before their children attend college and wish to participate in the program offered
by their new state of residence, or for those who simply find another state’s program
to be more attractive than their own. A family with two or more children must swap
the children’s accounts to move to another program, and a family with only one
child cannot switch to another program at all.
Third, 529 accounts should be protected in bankruptcy, through provisions similar
to those protecting qualified retirement plans. A provision to do this was contained
in the bankruptcy bill vetoed by President Clinton in 2000 and should be included
in this year’s legislation. Only a few states have provisions to prevent money ear-
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marked for a student’s education from being seized by creditors of the account contributor.
Fourth, the definition of qualified higher education expenses should be amended.
The statute currently limits the maximum amount of qualified higher education expenses for room and board to the minimum amount charged by an institution to any
student, unfairly penalizing students whose actual expenses are higher, usually the
result of living off campus or in on-campus housing other than the least attractive
dorm.
Fifth, the statute needs to be corrected to address a potential inequity in the gift
tax consequences in administering an education savings account. Under current law,
a student beneficiary of the account could be subject to gift tax if the person funding
the account changes the account’sbeneficiary to a child in a younger generation. A
child typically has no control over his or her education savings account. To impose
a tax because of the actions of others is not only unfair, but likely unconstitutional.
Sixth, the definition of family members who can benefit from an education savings
account should be expanded to include first cousins. This would enable a grandparent to change the beneficiary of an education savings account from one grandchild to another, something not possible under current law.
And seventh, and not the least important, Congress should level the playing field
with respect to the way states treat college savings plans for state taxes. A number
of states have adopted tax subsidies for their residents, conditioned on participation
in the state’s own 529 program. This provides a disincentive for a resident of such
a state to seek out a potentially better program offered by another state and disadvantages smaller states and rural states that typically seek to cover their costs
by offering their programs to residents of other states. Disparate state tax subsidies,
coupled with the competition among the states and their use of private sector vendors, may also be unconstitutional under the Commerce Clause. Most importantly,
it is also unfair to families who move from state to state and lose the tax benefits
of the prior state’s program. To solve this problem, a qualification provision should
be added to section 529, requiring that a state provide the same tax treatment to
its residents no matter which state’s 529 program they choose.
Before I comment on the Education IRA, there is one aspect of current law that
should not be changed despite a few proposals to do so last Congress. This is the
provision that limits the sponsorship of 529 programs to states, state agencies and
state instrumentalities. State supervision of the plans has imbued them with the
trust of the public and provides for stability over time. States can supervise, change
and remove private sector service providers as needed. Following a clear mandate
from Congress in 1996, most states and their financial service providers have invested significant time and money in developing their 529 programs. States partner
with outside vendors like Fidelity Investments because the states often lack the resources to set up and administer their own plans. A sizeable investment of time and
money is required by states and their financial service providers to get a college savings plan up and running and marketed. States and their outside vendors usually
enter into long-term contracts which gives both sides a chance to recover their costs
of setting up a new college savings program. As a result, many states provide the
outside vendor with the right to withdraw from the program if subsequent legislation substantially diminishes the attractiveness of the program. This could happen
if quasi-state and wholly private entities like student loan marketers are permitted
to offer these plans without direct state sponsorship. Early withdrawal by vendors
would place great burdens on these states and potentially strand hundreds of thousands of contributors and beneficiaries until the states develop their own administrative and investment management capabilities.
EDUCATION IRAS

Education IRAs were created by Congress in 1996. They provide the opportunity
to direct one’s own investments and receive distributions free from federal income
tax if used to pay for qualified higher education expenses. Education IRAs also enjoy
favorable estate and gift tax treatment similar to that afforded section 529 programs. However, our review of the market indicates that the Education IRA has not
proved popular with families for a variety of reasons not the least of which is the
low annual contribution limit of $500.
First, increasing the annual contribution limit to $5,000 would boost their viability at a time when parents are increasingly concerned about escalating college education costs. Higher education expenses are rising faster than general consumer
prices.
Second, strict income limits on eligibility to set up an Education IRA prevent
many people from establishing them. Repealing these limits would make them un-
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derstandable and universally attractive. Furthermore, we suspect that the complexity surrounding the Education IRA also deters otherwise eligible families from
accounts. There is evidence to suggest that this is happening with respect to retirement IRAs as well.
Third, under current law, contributions cannot be made once the beneficiary
reaches age 18, and complete distribution of the account must be made when the
beneficiary reaches age 30. Many students do not begin school by age 18, and many
do not complete their higher education until after age 30. Modifying or eliminating
these restrictions would also help increase the attractiveness of the Education IRA
for people attending college later in life.
And fourth, in order to make use of the Hope Scholarship or Lifetime Learning
credits, the taxpayer must elect to give up the tax-free status of distributions in the
year in which the credit is to be used. Repealing this provision would again be helpful.
INTERACTION BETWEEN EDUCATION IRAS AND SECTION 529 PROGRAMS

Before I conclude my testimony, there is one additional statutory problem that affects both Education IRAs and section 529 programs. To the extent that the combined contributions in the same calendar year to all section 529 programs and Education IRAs established on behalf of a particular beneficiary exceed the annual Education IRA limit of $500, these amounts constitute excess contributions to the Education IRA and are subject to an excise tax under Internal Revenue Code section
4973. The tax is equal to 6% of the amount contributed, and applies each year until
the offending contribution(s) and all earnings thereon are withdrawn.
Since several family members may establish accounts for the same beneficiary
without informing each other, there is a real risk that well-intentioned efforts may
have severe adverse tax consequences. This portion of section 4973 should be repealed.
CONCLUSION

The benefits of section 529 programs are becoming better known across America
as a result of the partnership between the states as sponsors and the financial services firms as administrators and investment advisors to many of these plans. As
these programs become more popular, the complexity and unexpected tax consequences for families and students are coming to light. The suggested fixes that
I have offered today would eliminate the looming tax bite of these programs to millions of families and make them easier to understand and administer. With these
changes Congress will be helping a greater number of working families relieve the
financial burden of providing a higher education for their loved ones.
Education IRAs have not proved popular because of a low maximum contribution
limit and a number of adverse statutory provisions. Increasing the contribution limit
and eliminating some or all of the adverse statutory provisions could make the Education IRA valuable for the American public and would cause financial service providers like Fidelity to revisit the feasibility of offering Education IRAs.
This concludes my testimony and I thank you for the opportunity to share my
thoughts on this very important topic. I request that my written statement, including attachments, be included in the record and I would be happy to answer any
questions.
Attachments.
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RESPONSES

TO

QUESTIONS FROM SENATOR TORRICELLI

Question: If we created ESAs, do you believe the industry would take the same
approach as with Roth IRAs and aggressively market them so they become widely
used?
Answer: S. 306 sets the limit on annual contributions by individuals at $2,000.
It also provides that ESAs could be used for elementary and secondary school expenses. Three features of ESA, as proposed contemplated by S.306 would likely limit
aggressive marketing of the product: the relatively low contribution limit; the shortened investment time frame; and the increased administrative expenses that would
be associated with disbursements for elementary and secondary school expenses. By
way of parallel, I note that the $2,000 annual limit on contributions to traditional
IRAs (a product that has an investment time frame of more than double the ESA),
will not result in a secure retirement for working Americans who do not have access
to a workplace retirement plan when inflation is considered. As a result, marketing
for traditional IRAs has not been a priority for many financial service firms over
the last few years. However, if the annual contribution limit for the ESAs were
$5,000, we believe financial service firms like Fidelity would aggressively market
this important benefit.
Further, as noted in my testimony before the Committee on February 14, 2001,
there are other provisions of section 530 of the Internal Revenue Code that should
be addressed in order to make ESAs more attractive.
Question: Going back to the theme of marketing, do you think Fidelity and other
firms would play a role in aggressively marketing ESAs to third parties to encourage corporations and others to invest in them to help more students?
Answer: For the same reasons stated in my answer with regard to individuals,
I expect that Fidelity and other firms would not market aggressively to corporations
or other entities under S. 306 as proposed unless the annual contribution limit for
ESAs were at least $5,000.
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PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER

Thank you Mr. Chairman. Thank you Senator Baucus and members of the committee for inviting me to talk about an issue of the highest priority—making college
affordable for American families.
My colleagues, we hope that our children and our grandchildren will go to college
because we know that if they don’t they probably won’t make it in today’s competitive, global world.
And we hope that families throughout America send their children to college because we know that without a college education, not only will these children have
a difficult time succeeding in the future, so will our country.
Because today, we live in an ideas-based, global economy where the strength of
one’s mind is more important the strength of one’s back.
But we have a crisis in college tuition that threatens the economic well-being of
millions of families and even the future of our country.
And the crisis is this: Since 1980, the cost of college tuition has quadrupled. It
has increased at twice the rate of inflation. It has even increased faster than health
care—which we all consider a national crisis.
In 1980, the cost of tuition—not including room and board—at a typical 4-year
private college was $3,617. In 2000, it was $16,332.
Even the cost of public education has quadrupled from $804 in 1980 to $3,510 in
2000.
Student debt loads are surging. I surveyed schools across New York State and in
the last four years student debt burdens have ballooned by 50%. And that doesn’t
include credit card debt. Nearly one million college students have credit card balances exceeding $7,000 and for most of these students the debt is from tuition,
books, and basic living expenses.
Students are graduating from college under a mountain of debt. And yet, we know
that if there is one piece of wisdom that we can impart to the nation’s children it
would be to go to college because that is the only way to succeed.
We have to help. And that is why I am working with Senators Snowe, Biden,
Bayh, and Gordon Smith to introduce the Make College Affordable Act—a proposal
to make college tuition affordable for millions of families and help those saddled
with debt repay student loans.
Our bill would make up to $12,000 per year in college tuition tax deductible for
anyone in the 28% tax bracket or less and would create a student loan interest tax
credit, of which Senator Snowe has been a long-time champion, of up to $1,500 to
help offset the cost of student loan repayments for single filers with incomes up to
$50,000 and joint filers with incomes up to $80,000.
The bill would give taxpayers in the 28% bracket a maximum benefit of $3,360
per student per year for the tuition tax deduction and parents could choose between
Hope Scholarships and the tax deduction based on what is best for them.
The Finance Committee this year will be considering legislation that reduces
taxes.
And I would ask the Committee to include our proposal in its total tax relief package to help families afford college.
We would be doing millions of families and the entire nation a favor by making
college affordable and within reach for average families.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

JEFF SESSIONS

Mr. Chairman, Senator Baucus, distinguished members of the Committee, I would
like to thank you for holding this important hearing to discuss education reform and
education tax issues. Americans are very concerned about education, and I am
pleased to be able to discuss the concept of prepaid tuition and tuition savings plans
and why they are so important to many responsible American families.
Mr. Chairman, American families have accrued more college debt in the 1990’s
than during the previous three decades combined. The reason is twofold: the federal
government encourages borrowing by subsidizing student debt with interest rate
breaks and penalizes savings for college by taxing the interest earned on those savings. These policies do not foster the highest and best values. Ideally, families
should be encouraged, not discouraged, from saving.
In recent years, however, many families have tackled rising college tuition costs
by taking advantage of tuition savings and prepaid college plans. This is a wonderful development. These plans allow families to purchase tuition credits years in advance. Families across the country are locking in tomorrow’s college education at today’s price. 48 states have or are in the process of establishing a tuition savings
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plan, a prepaid plan, or both. These plans are extremely popular with parents and
students.
My home state of Alabama was one of the first in the nation to establish a prepaid college tuition. Nearly 50,000 Alabamians are currently enrolled in the Prepaid
Alabama College Tuition Plan. Families across the state are setting aside a few dollars each month to pay for the future college education of their children.
But Mr. Chairman, Alabama is not the only success story. 18,000 children have
been enrolled in the College Savings Iowa plan. 2,500 families in Montana are saving for their child’s college education through the Montana Family Education Savings Program. 13,000 are enrolled in the Alaska Advance College Tuition Plan.
100,000 are participating in the Texas Tomorrow Fund. 7,000 children have accounts in the West Virginia Prepaid College Plan. 38,000 have joined the Maine
Next Generation College Investing Plan. Over 10,000 parents have contracts in the
Mississippi Prepaid Affordable College Tuition Program for their children. The list
goes on, and the numbers are growing. As you can see, people across the country
are wisely taking advantage of these plans.
It is important to note that the existing state prepaid and tuition savings plans
show that working, middle-income families, not the rich, benefit the most. For example, 71% of the 600,000 participating families in the Florida Prepaid College Program have annual incomes under $50,000. In 1996, families with an annual income
of less than $35,000 purchased 62 percent of the prepaid tuition contracts offered
by the State of Pennsylvania. In Kentucky, in 1995, the average monthly contribution to a family’s college savings account was $43.
Congress has supported participating families by expanding the scope of the prepaid tuition plans and by deferring the taxes on the interest earned until the beneficiary goes off to college. I believe that we must go one step further and make all
of the interest earned in state and private tuition savings plans tax-free. Currently,
the interest earned by families saving for college is taxed twice. Families are taxed
on the income when they earn it, and then again on the interest that accrues from
the savings.
This is why I am proud to have introduced the Collegiate Learning and Student
Savings Act along with Senator Bob Graham. We are pleased to be joined in this
effort by a bipartisan group of cosponsors including Senators Breaux, Gramm (TX),
Murkowski, and Bingaman. This legislation is both sound education and tax policy
that completely eliminates the federal taxes on the interest earned in all tuition savings and prepaid plans. We must stop penalizing families that are doing the right
thing and saving money for their children’s education. The inclusion of the CLASS
Act in any tax bill this Committee passes will allow us to meet this goal. The cost
is small—estimated at less than $200 million over five years—but it will give an
extra incentive for families to be prudent savers for their child’s college education.
Mr. Chairman, I’d like to thank you again for giving me the opportunity to testify
here today and I look forward to working with you. Senator Baucus, and other committee members over the coming months on these and other initiatives which will
help America’s families afford a college education.
PREPARED STATEMENT

OF

KIMBERLY SHEPPARD

On behalf of the approximately 144,000 members of the American Dental Association (ADA), I would like to thank you Mr. Chairman and the other members of the
committee for the opportunity to testify on the student loan interest deduction issue.
I am Kimberly Sheppard, a fourth year student at the University of Iowa’s College
of Dentistry.
Senator Grassley and Senator Baucus, the ADA was very pleased to be one of over
30 health care and education organizations to sign a letter in support of your bill,
S. 152, which repeals the 60-month limit and increases the income limitation on the
student loan interest deduction. This legislation is a significant improvement over
current law. Should this bill pass, many more Americans who carry the burden of
student loan debt will benefit.
In fact, the Association would support further expansion beyond the changes you
have proposed in S. 152 by:
• Eliminating the annual $2,500 cap, and
• Raising the income limitations to $100,000 for a single filer and $150,000 for
joint filers.
Just as individuals receive a mortgage interest deduction for investment in a
home virtually without caps or income limits, the Association believes that an investment in education should be given comparable treatment. Both are sound public
policy.
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The current annual cap of $2,500 is inadequate to cover the significant student
loan debt being carried by many of today’s graduates. For example, the average debt
of a graduate student from a private institution is $35,000, which results in interest
payments of more than $2,700 annually. That debt load soars to $100,000 for dental
school graduates with an annual interest payment of more than $7,700 each year.

Graduating Debt

Monthly Loan
Payment

Interest over
12 months 1

Interest over
5 years 2

Total Interest
Paid 10
years 3

Total Interest
Paid 25
years

$61
$122
$184
$245
$306
$367
$429
$490
$552
$613
$736
$858
$981
$1,103
$1,226
$1,533
$1,839
$2,146
$2,453

$400
$800
$1,200
$1,600
$1,941
$2,329
$2,717
$3,105
$3,494
$3,882
$4,658
$5,435
$6,211
$6,988
$7,764
$9,705
$11,646
$11,757
$13,437

$1,686
$3,372
$5,059
$6,745
$7,180
$8,616
$10,052
$11,488
$12,925
$14,361
$17,233
$20,105
$22,977
$25,850
$28,722
$35,902
$43,083
$69,763
$79,730

$2,359
$4,718
$7,077
$9,436
$11,796
$14,154
$16,514
$18,873
$21,232
$23,592
$28,309
$33,028
$37,746
$42,465
$47,182
$58,979
$70,775
$82,570
$94,366

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
$20,478
$27,307
$34,135
$40,957
$47,785
$54,614
$61,442
$68,264
$81,921
$95,571
$109,228
$122,878
$136,535
$170,670
$204,799
$238,934
$273,070

$5,000 ...............................................
$10,000 .............................................
$15,000 .............................................
$20,000 .............................................
$25,000 .............................................
$30,000 .............................................
$35,000 .............................................
$40,000 .............................................
$45,000 .............................................
$50,000 .............................................
$60,000 .............................................
$70,000 .............................................
$80,000 .............................................
$90,000 .............................................
$100,000 ...........................................
$125,000 ...........................................
$150,000 ...........................................
$175,000 ...........................................
$200,000 ...........................................

Est. Salary
Needed to
Afford Repayment of
Loan in 10
Years 4

$7,359
$14,718
$22,077
$29,437
$36,795
$44,155
$51,513
$58,873
$66,232
$73,591
$88,310
$103,028
$117,746
$132,464
$147,183
$183,979
$220,774
$257,570
$294,366

(Prepared by the American Dental Education Association)
1 Based on 10-year repayment plan.
2 Based on 10-year repayment plan.
3 Based on 10-year repayment plan.
4 It is estimated that a borrower will need an annual salary of at least the amount indicated to be able to afford to repay the loan. The
estimate assumes that 10% of a borrower’s gross income will be devoted to repaying the loan.

As currently structured, too many young health professionals, particularly dentists and physicians, including those who struggle to pursue less lucrative careers
in public service, research, and academia, are unable to fully utilize the student loan
interest deduction because the income limitations and $2,500 cap are too low. In
fact, the current income limit is so low that two married high school teachers making the average salary for their profession would not qualify for the deduction!
Compounding the fiscal problem of student loan debt for newly graduated dentists
is the added costs associated with setting up a practice, which can range from
$125,000 to $250,000. The high level of educational indebtedness combined with
dental practice start-up costs can serve as a significant deterrent to opening a dental practice in rural communities or serving low-income patients.
The U.S. Surgeon General’s ‘‘Oral Health in America’’ report last year identified
a need to close the gap between the majority of Americans who enjoy the best dental
care in the world and those who do not have sufficient access to dental services. The
ADA has begun a legislative initiative with a goal of improving access to oral health
care services for the poor and for those located in rural areas. Dentists with considerable debt are less likely to choose rural communities to establish a practice. Increasing the income limitations so that virtually all affected dentists are able to
take advantage of the deduction will make it more feasible for young dentists to
elect to practice in underserved locations.
The Surgeon General’s report on oral health also speaks clearly to the need for
enhanced research in oral health, specifically oral health’s connection to other systemic diseases. The result of such research could save our country billions in health
care costs.
Recruitment into academia and research is increasingly difficult. Dentistry has
experienced a serious graying of its faculty. There are currently over 290 unfilled
dental faculty positions in 45 dental schools of the nation’s 55 dental schools. The
ADA will soon be conducting an educational summit in an effort to identify the
problems and possible solutions associated with this significant shortfall in faculty
and other challenges facing dental students. To enhance research and ensure quality dental education in the future there must be sufficient incentives available to
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enable graduates to choose lower paying careers in research and academia. Raising
the income limitations in current law would certainly help alleviate this shortfall
problem.
With the probability of a tax bill coming before this committee this year, the ADA
believes the time is right to expand student loan interest deduction by eliminating
the 60-month rule, raising the income ceilings, and allowing for full deduction of interest paid for qualified student loans.
Thank you for your time and consideration of our position on the expansion of student loan interest deduction. We look forward to working with you on this issue,
which is so fundamentally important to helping ensure that Americans continue to
seek the training in higher education that is needed to compete in today’s global
marketplace.
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COMMUNICATIONS

STATEMENT

OF

AMERICAN AIRLINES, INC., FORT WORTH, TEXAS

[SUBMITTED BY MITCHELL SALAMON, SENIOR TAX COUNSEL]

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, American Airlines appreciates the
opportunity to submit written testimony to address the important role of Federal
tax law in making education affordable in the ‘‘new economy.’’ Specifically, we want
to tell you about an exciting new program we are implementing to help our employees obtain the education they need to bridge the digital divide. And most importantly, we are here to urge you to pass an amendment to the Internal Revenue Code
that would greatly enhance this process.
Last year, American Airlines and American Eagle joined the ranks of Ford Motor
Company, Delta Airlines, Enron and Intel by announcing that we would implement
an employer-subsidized home computer initiative for our workforce. Under our program, American subsidizes employee purchases of basic home computers with unlimited internet access. We anticipate spending over $45 million over a three-year
period to put home computers into the hands of every employee that chooses to participate.
In addition to supplying the hardware, American is developing an intranet portal,
which will provide an unprecedented opportunity to educate our employees. The
catalog of issues accessible on the portal is wide-ranging. American Airlines also created and introduced Flagship University, a virtual institution and library that employees can access through the portal. Flagship University will deliver development
programs on a variety of topics designed to instill knowledge and skills necessary
to maximize the long-term potential of our employees.
American’s home computer program is an employee education initiative that also
translates into business sense for any company. Computer skills are an essential
component of almost every function within our nation’s economy. In light of the
scope and complexity of the various industries throughout the U.S., a technically
skilled workforce is vitally important. For example, American Airlines and American
Eagle operate and maintain 970 aircraft serving 243 cities with 4,100 daily departures throughout the world. Together, we employ over 110,000 people. As you might
expect, we rely heavily on advanced technology to run sophisticated management
and maintenance systems, which are continuously modified and upgraded. Obviously, a workforce skilled in tomorrow’s technology will contribute greatly to any
company’s primary goal of delivering the highest quality customer service.
So far, employee feedback has been overwhelmingly enthusiastic and enrollment
is high. Participating employees pay American $12 per month for 3 years and may
upgrade and obtain options directly through the vendor for an additional fee. Many
employees have acknowledged that they would not be able to access a computer outside of work without the benefit of the program. Our employees are seizing this opportunity to enhance and develop their computer literacy; and, consequently, they
will be prepared for work that will continue to evolve with the progression of the
information age.
However, without a clarification of the tax laws, the potential for adverse tax consequences will be a significant impediment to implementing workforce initiatives
that help employees gain the education they need to close the digital divide. The
current tax rules are unclear whether employer-subsidized home computers will be
characterized by the IRS as taxable compensation to employees. The potential tax
burden will most certainly reduce the number of employees taking advantage of this
opportunity and other employers from making similar investments in their
workforces.
For this reason, we believe it is critical that Congress adopt legislation clarifying
that employers can establish an employee education program providing subsidized
(101)
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computers and internet access to their employees as a tool for eliminating the digital divide. Internal Revenue Code section 127 provides a framework for programs
similar to American’s. However, the statutory language does not reflect the development of new tools of learning like the computer. Clarifying language stating how
an employer can provide such computers and internet access to their employees
would give the Treasury the necessary guidance for them to implement the provision for such programs.
Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on this
important issue.
STATEMENT

OF THE

AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION

The American Bankers Association (ABA) is pleased to have an opportunity to
submit this statement for the record on tax and savings incentives for education.
The American Bankers Association brings together all categories of banking institutions to best represent the interests of the rapidly changing industry. Its membership—which includes community, regional and money center banks and holding
companies, as well as savings associations, trust companies and savings banks—
makes ABA the largest banking trade association in the country.
EXCLUSION FOR EMPLOYER-PROVIDED EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE

At the outset, we would like to commend Senate Finance Committee Chairman
Charles Grassley (R–IA) and Senator Max Baucus (D–MT) for having introduced the
‘‘Employee Educational Assistance Act’’ (S. 133), which would permanently extend
Internal Revenue Code Section 127 for both graduate and undergraduate study.
That legislation would encourage the retraining of employees to reflect the changing
needs of the workplace.
Section 127 provides an exclusion of up to $5,250 per year of employer-provided
educational assistance from an employee’s gross income and wages, irrespective of
whether the education is job-related. In the absence of this exclusion, educational
assistance is excludable from income only if it is related to the employee’s current
job. The current law Section 127 exclusion expires December 31, 2001. Educational
assistance for graduate-level courses expired July 1, 1996.
The ABA supports the permanent extension of the exclusion for employer-provided education and its expansion to include graduate education. The banking and
financial services industries are experiencing dramatic technological changes. Welleducated workers are essential. This provision will expand educational opportunity
and increase productivity. It will also assist in the training of employees to better
face global competition. Moreover, employer provided educational assistance is a
central component of the modern compensation package and is used to recruit and
retain vital employees. We strongly support the permanent extension of this provision.
EDUCATION INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

We commend Senators Phil Gramm (R–TX) and Jon Kyl (R–AZ) for having introduced the ‘‘Tax Cut with a Purpose Act’’ (S. 35), and Senators Robert Torricelli (D–
NJ), John Breaux (D–LA), Fred Thompson (R–TN) and Kyl for having introduced
the ‘‘Coverdell Education Savings Accounts Act of 2001’’ (S. 306). Both pieces of legislation would expand education Individual Retirement Accounts (education IRAs).
Under current law (Internal Revenue Code Section 530), up to $500 per year may
be deposited in an education IRA created exclusively to pay the qualified higher
education expenses of a student. Deposits must be made before the student reaches
age 18, and the contribution limit is phased out for taxpayers with modified adjusted gross income between $95,000 and $110,000 ($150,000 and $160,000 for married taxpayers filing a joint return). Generally, earnings on contributions to an education IRA are subject to tax when withdrawn. However, distributions from an education IRA are excludable from the gross income of the student to the extent that
the distribution does not exceed the student’s qualified higher education expenses
for that year.
ABA supports the enactment of legislation to improve and expand tax incentives
to promote savings. Currently, the savings rate as a percentage of personal disposable income is a negative. Over the last few years the rate of savings has been in
a steady decline. Many economic analysts are concerned that taxpayers are not saving and investing sufficiently to meet anticipated needs. Further, current tax policy
appears to reward immediate consumption and discourages savings and investment.
We strongly support the proposals to raise contribution limits and eliminate income
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caps for education IRAs. Expanding education IRAs would do much to encourage
household savings for education.
CONCLUSION

The ABA appreciates having this opportunity to present our views on the tax and
savings incentives for education. We look forward to working with you in the future
on these most important matters.

STATEMENT

OF THE

BOND MARKET ASSOCIATION

The Bond Market Association appreciates the opportunity to comment on proposals to lower the cost of state and local investment in school construction. The
Bond Market Association represents securities firms and banks that underwrite,
trade and sell debt securities both domestically and internationally. The Association’s membership accounts for approximately 97 percent of the nation’s bond underwriting activity.
We commend Senator Grassley for holding this hearing and for his commitment
to finding answers to the need for more public school construction. President Bush
has contributed to addressing this need with his proposal to authorize a new class
of private-activity bond to finance public school construction through public-private
partnerships. The idea has attracted bipartisan support with Sens. Grassley and
Bob Graham and Rep. Clay Shaw sponsoring similar legislation (S. 526 and H.R.
2514) in the 106th Congress. Sen. Charles Robb also sponsored legislation (S. 1454)
in the last Congress which included a similar provision.
In this statement, The Bond Market Association addresses the private-activity
bond proposal as well as several other changes to the tax code that would expand
the range of financing options and serve to lower the cost school districts pay for
construction capital.
I. INTRODUCTION

The nation faces a school construction crisis. One-third of all elementary and secondary public schools, serving more than 14 million students, need extensive repair
or renovation of one or more buildings, according to a 1996 General Accounting Office (GAO) report. Students attend schools with inadequate heating, plumbing and
electrical systems that in some cases even fail to meet local health and safety codes.
In other cases, students are forced into grossly overcrowded facilities.
Traditionally, nearly all the responsibility for financing public school construction
and rehabilitation has been borne by state and especially local governments. Until
recent years, this arrangement has served American students well. But rising costs
have prevented local authorities from keeping pace with school construction and
maintenance needs. The price tag for necessary school construction and renovation
has soared into the billions across the nation today and is still growing.
Tax-exempt municipal bonds currently finance approximately 90 percent of all
state and local investment in public schools. Municipal bonds provide an important
source of federal assistance from the federal government to states and localities. Because the federal government foregoes the tax revenue on interest earned by investors on qualified municipal bonds, investors demand a much lower rate of interest
than they otherwise would. States and localities benefit through a lower cost of capital. Bonds provide other benefits as well. They allow school districts to access the
capital markets and receive federal assistance without any direct interference of the
federal government. This helps concentrate decision making at the state and local
level where needs are most accurately discerned. Bonds force a market test of investment projects, since investors must determine whether a school district can adequately support the debt service associated with new borrowing. Finally, compared
to some federal programs that provide assistance to states and localities, federal administration of municipal bonds requires relatively little bureaucratic overhead.
As beneficial as tax-exempt bonds are in helping school districts finance construction and rehabilitation, the federal tax code contains a number of restrictions on the
issuance and use of tax-exempt bonds that prevent school districts from using municipal bonds to their full potential. The Bond Market Association advocates several
targeted proposals to expand the use of tax-exempt financing for school construction
and provide substantial financial assistance to states and localities in financing
more schools.
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II. A NEW CLASS OF PRIVATE-ACTIVITY BOND FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION

The tax code generally prohibits using tax-exempt bonds for projects where there
is more than a de minimis level of private participation. Exceptions to this rule include bonds for solid waste facilities, water and sewer facilities, airports and seaports, low-income housing, economic development and a variety of other projects
specified in the tax code. Public schools are specifically excluded from this list of
exceptions. If public schools were included among the facilities eligible for publicprivate partnerships, it would be possible for a school district, in partnership with
a private developer, to construct a new school facility using private-activity bonds.
Such public-private partnerships could provide an efficient method for financing
school construction.
Some of the restrictions on state and local borrowing are reasonable to ensure
only worthy projects can benefit from the federal assistance inherent in the tax-exemption. But while few would argue public school construction and renovation is not
a worthy project, it is singled out as one of the only types of traditional public infrastructure investment where tax-exempt bonds cannot be used in conjunction with
public-private partnerships. Addressing this restriction would provide meaningful
assistance to school districts by lowering the cost of financing for school construction
projects.
More schools would be built and repaired. In some cases, public-private partnerships would accelerate construction projects that are in school districts’ capital investment plans. Given the large number of exceptions to the private-use restriction,
there is no policy justification for excluding public schools from the list of publicprivate projects eligible for tax-exempt financing.
The Bush Administration has proposed including schools on the eligible list for
private-activity bonds. Under this proposal, private-activity bonds for school construction would be exempt from annual state volume caps for private-activity bonds.
They would instead be subject to their own annual per-state caps equal to the greater of $10 per capita or $5 million. The Association urges Congress to enact legislation creating private-activity bonds for schools. The idea received bipartisan support
in the 106th Congress.
III. ADDITIONAL ADVANCE REFUNDINGS FOR SCHOOL BONDS

When interest rates fall, homeowners often refinance their mortgages to reduce
interests costs. Low interest rate environments provide the same incentive to state
and local governments, including school districts, to refinance outstanding high-cost
debt. In many cases, however, school districts can only redeem existing bonds on
specific dates, known as call dates.
If a school district would benefit from a refunding transaction but the existing
bonds are not currently eligible to be called, the school district can still refinance
by undertaking an ‘‘advance refunding.’’ The school district issues advance refunding bonds and the proceeds of the new bonds are held in reserve until the next call
date to pay the interest and principal on the old bonds. Under current tax law restrictions, bonds issued prior to 1986 may be advance refunded twice. Bonds issued
after 1985 may only be advance refunded once.
School districts that have already used their allowed advance refunding may not
be able to refinance their bonds in an environment of declining interest rates. By
lowering a school district’s overall cost of servicing its outstanding debt, refinancing
increases a school district’s overall debt capacity and opens the door to additional
bond issues for new construction. Refinancing, of course, can also free up financial
resources for teacher salaries, textbooks and other needs.
Allowing school bond issuers to advance refund their outstanding school construction debt one additional time would lead to increased school construction and renovation. Legislation that would achieve this was introduced in the Senate and the
House and enjoyed support from both sides of the aisle in the 106th Congress. The
provision was contained in Sen. Robb’s legislation and also in a bill (H.R. 2416) authored by Rep. Jerry Weller.
IV. EXPAND THE EXEMPTION FOR SMALL-ISSUER ARBITRAGE REBATE

Because the interest paid on tax-exempt bonds is free of taxation, the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) places restrictions on how the proceeds of the bonds can be
invested. In the period between when bonds are sold and when the proceeds are
paid out, the bond proceeds cannot be invested at a higher rate than is paid on the
underlying bonds. If a school district does earn a profit from reinvesting the bond
proceeds (referred to as arbitrage), the school district must rebate the money to the
IRS.
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The arbitrage rebate rule is a compliance burden for tax-exempt bond issuers, especially small and unsophisticated local governments and school districts. Determining the amount of arbitrage to rebate requires complex calculations, a job for
which small school districts often hire an outside consultant. The rebates themselves are often small and it is not uncommon for school districts to pay more in
compliance costs than they do in rebates.
Congress recognized this problem and created an exemption from the rebate rules
for small issuers. Any school district issuing no more than $10 million in a year for
construction does not need to rebate arbitrage. The Bond Market Association supports efforts in Congress to raise this limit to $25 million in recognition of the rising
cost of school construction. This proposal would reduce the compliance burden for
small school districts and would reduce the cost of financing school construction.
V. EXTEND THE ‘‘CONSTRUCTION SPEND-DOWN’’ EXEMPTION

Another exemption to the arbitrage rules is allowed for bonds issued for construction projects. As long as a local government spends the proceeds of a bond issue on
a construction project according to a schedule where virtually all the proceeds are
spent within two years, that bond is not subject to arbitrage restrictions. This exemption is useful in reducing the cost of state and local construction projects. However, the two-year schedule often limits the usefulness of this exemption to school
districts that undertake multi-year construction and financing plans. Congress
should extend the construction spend-down exemption from two years to four for
bonds issued to finance school construction. This proposal would help reduce the
cost of school construction projects and, as a result, generate more investment in
school construction. Rep. Bill Archer, chairman of the Ways and Means Committee
in the 106th Congress, authored legislation (H.R. 2488) that would have addressed
the two arbitrage issues. The legislation sponsored by Sen. Graham and Rep. Shaw
also contained the arbitrage provisions.
VI. ALLOW BANKS TO INVEST IN ANY TAX-EXEMPT SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BOND

Commercial banks were once one of the most active groups of investors in the municipal bond market. In 1985, commercial banks held $232 billion of tax-exempt
bonds and accounted for 27 percent of municipal bonds outstanding. A 1986 tax law,
however, imposed a penalty on banks that earn tax-exempt interest. Banks have
sold much of their tax-exempt bond portfolios as a result and now hold just $116
billion of tax-exempt bonds, or 7.4 percent of outstanding municipal debt. Banks
today only invest in ‘‘bank qualified’’ bonds of municipalities issuing $10 million or
less annually.
School districts that are able to issue bank-qualified bonds enjoy a cost of borrowing approximately 1⁄4 percentage point lower than others. Under certain market
conditions, the difference is even higher. The bank-qualified provision also permits
local commercial banks to contribute to the public investment undertaken in their
local jurisdictions.
Raising the limit for bank purchases of school construction bonds to include school
districts that sell up to $25 million of bonds annually will help lower the financing
costs for small school districts that generally have a more difficult time accessing
the capital markets. It would directly reduce the cost of borrowing for new school
construction. Sen. Graham’s legislation included a provision to increase the maximum amount of bonds a school district can sell annually and still attract bank investment to $25 million.
VII. CONCLUSION

Tax-exempt municipal bonds play an essential role in financing the construction
and renovation of public schools. Several federal tax code restrictions, however, prevent school districts from maximizing the benefit of municipal bonds to finance
school construction and rehabilitation. The Bond Market Association advocates
modifications of the tax code to expand the use of tax-exempt financing for school
construction and provide substantial financial assistance to states and localities.
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STATEMENT
IN SUPPORT

OF THE

OF THE
ON

CONSUMER BANKERS ASSOCIATION

EXTENSION

OF THE

DEDUCTION

OF INTEREST

QUALIFIED STUDENT LOANS

[SUBMITTED BY JOE BELEW, PRESIDENT]

Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Finance Committee, the Consumer
Bankers Association is pleased to submit this statement in support of the expansion
of the deduction on student loan interest from federal income tax. This statement
reflects the expertise and commitment of CBA’s Education Funding Committee, a
group of sixteen of the largest financial institutions participating in the federal student loan programs.
Each year, CBA members make more than $12 billion in loans to more than two
million students and their families. This experience has provided student loan providers with first hand exposure to the challenges faced by many students in repaying their loans. The student loan interest deduction and the proposed expansion of
it, is, in our view an important contribution to helping to keep college affordable.
CBA was please to support the student loan interest deduction as first enacted
as part of P.L. 105–34, the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997. The 1997 legislation provided for a maximum deduction of $2,500, subject to an income limitation and limited to the first sixty months of repayment. Both of these limitations were a function
of budget limitations precluding the enactment of a larger deduction.
The major tax legislation expected to be considered by the Congress this year provides an excellent opportunity to expand the student loan interest deduction and
provide well-targeted relief to taxpayers that need it most. The beneficiaries of the
Chairman’s bill, S. 152, are the most heavily indebted student loan borrowers. The
relief they receive will not only help them repay their loans and meet other competing financial obligations, but will also contribute to avoiding student loan defaults by reducing the net costs of student loans.
The Chairman’s bill enjoys the support of the entire of the higher education community. The Consumer Bankers Association is pleased to urge this committee to
enact this legislation, this year.
As the Committee considers expansion of the deduction, one technical issue relating to it should be kept in mind. The issue arises from differences in the definition
of interest under the Internal Revenue Code and the federal statute governing student loans, the Higher Education Act.
The Higher Education Act and the Department of Education’s student loan regulations provide for capitalized interest to be treated, in all respects, as principal.
Treasury’s regulations, however, would require capitalized interest to be calculated
separately from other principal. The result is that student loan servicers would have
to maintain at considerable expense two separate sets of books on student loans in
order to report interest for Higher Education Act purposes and to borrowers for the
purpose of the student loan interest deduction.
Also, the Higher Education Act requires payment of origination fees and, in many
cases, an insurance premium of student loans. Treasury’s regulations call for the
treatment of these fees as interest and the amortization of them over the life of the
loan. This requirement would also require separate accounting by student loan
servicers.
An additional problem relates to how payments received from borrowers are treated. The Higher Education Act requires that payments be first allocated to late fees
or similar charges and then to interest and principal. The Treasury rules are again
different in this regard.
Finally, it is important to note that in calculating interest on many student loans,
the underlying student loan records necessary to comply with the proposed Treasury
regulations no longer exists. This is especially true in the case of many loans subject
to sale and loans originally made by lenders no longer in existence. The problem
is particularly serious because many student loans were initially made in the 1980’s.
One solution to this problem would be to adopt a technical amendment that would
not alter the Internal Revenue Code treatment of interest, but would provide borrowers/taxpayers with the full benefit of the student loan interest deduction. Under
the amendment, student loan lenders and holders could report either a) the amount
of interest actually received by the borrowers, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code, or b) the amount of interest received as defined by the Higher Education
Act and then adjusted by an additional percentage to reflect the average amount
attributable to capitalized interest and origination fees. The result is to provide borrowers, on average, with the full amount of the benefit as intended by Congress.
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The Consumer Bankers Association and other student loan provider groups would
be pleased to work with this Committee in full support for S. 152 and also on addressing technical issues relating to the deduction. We appreciate the opportunity
to submit this statement to this Committee and congratulate Chairman Grassley
and Senator Baucus on the introduction of S. 152.
STATEMENT OF THE SECTION 127 COALITION
PERMANENT EXTENSION OF IRC SECTION 127
BOTH GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE COURSES

ON THE
FOR

The Section 127 Coalition is a diverse group of business, labor, and education organizations that are committed to making the exclusion for undergraduate- and
graduate-level employer-provided educational assistance found in Section 127 a permanent part of the tax code. The Coalition appreciates the opportunity to submit
this written statement as the Senate Finance Committee considers several education-related tax provisions.
Section 127 allows workers to exclude up to $5,250 a year in reimbursements or
direct payments for tuition, fees, and books for certain courses. The most recent extension of Section 127 occurred in an extenders package that was added to the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act of 1999, H.R. 1180 (PL No. 106–
170). That legislation extended Section 127 through December 31, 2001. An extension for graduate-level courses was not included. Since July 1, 1996, educational assistance for graduate-level courses is taxable.
Legislation to permanently extend employer-provided education assistance and include coverage for graduate course work has recently been introduced in the Senate.
Senators Max Baucus (D–MT) and Finance Committee Chairman Charles Grassley
(R–IA) introduced S. 133 on January 22, 2001. In the House, Representatives Sander Levin (D–MI) and Clay Shaw (R–FL) will re-introduced companion legislation in
the near future. Historically, legislation to permanently extend Section 127 for both
graduate and undergraduate courses has enjoyed broad bipartisan support.
Legislation to permanently extend Section 127 and reinstate the provision for
graduate-level educational assistance is extremely important as the U.S. strives to
compete in an ever-increasing global market. Competition in this global environment requires employers to ensure that their employees have the greatest level of
current technical and educational skills necessary to meet the challenges that they
face. More and more often, employees are finding that a graduate-level degree is
necessary for them to succeed in this environment. Over the next decade this trend
will intensify, as American workers will need some postsecondary education and
training to keep pace with rapid changes in the workplace and the applications of
technology in their jobs. Yet employees that choose to participate in an employerprovided educational assistance plan, balance their work and educational lives, and
labor toward a graduate degree, are taxed on the value of that benefit. At a time
when the need for highly skilled workers with advanced degrees was debated in the
last Congress, it is unfortunate that the one provision that encourages an employee
to achieve a graduate degree is not even a part of the Internal Revenue Code.
Congressional action making Section 127 a permanent part of the tax code would
remove the uncertainty and ambiguity that employees and employers now regularly
face, and would be consistent with the intent of Congress when the provision was
first enacted in 1978. At that time, supporters of employer-provided educational assistance hoped that the enactment of the provision would meet three broad goals:
(1) reduce the complexity of the tax code; (2) reduce possible inequities among taxpayers; and (3) remove disincentives to upward mobility. Several studies have been
conducted on section 127 reviewing the application, use, and effectiveness of the
benefits. The two most recent studies on employer-provided educational assistance
include a 1995 study conducted by the National Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities (NAICU), entitled ‘‘Who Benefits from Section 127,’’ and a Government Accounting Office (GAO) study completed in December of 1996 entitled, ‘‘Tax
Expenditures: Information on Employer-Provided Educational Assistance’’ (GAO/
GGD–97–28). Review of the information contained in these studies clearly demonstrates that the provision is meeting the original intent of Congress.
The permanent extension of Section 127 would reduce the complexity of the tax
code. Prior to 1978, only educational assistance provided by an employer to an employee that related to the individual’s job was excluded from an employee’s gross
taxable income (sections 62 and 132 of the Internal Revenue Code). The ‘‘job-related’’ test contained in Treasury Regulation 1.162–5 was confusing to both employers and employees and resulted in both the Internal Revenue Service and the courts
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making arbitrary decisions as to what type of employer-provided educational assistance successfully met the test of job-relatedness. Unlike other code sections that
govern educational assistance, Section 127 does not require either an employer or
employee to make a distinction between job-related and non-job related educational
assistance in order for the employee to receive the assistance. Section 127 therefore
ensures that administrative complexity is reduced and clarity is achieved for both
the employer and employee.
If Congress fails to make Section 127 permanent, employers and employees will
be continuously faced with the difficult task of determining whether educational assistance meets the ‘‘job-relatedness’’ test. As a result, the balance and equity among
taxpayers that has been established through Section 127 would be eliminated and
the opportunities for less-educated and skilled employees to improve their skills
with additional training would be restricted significantly.
A permanent extension of Section 127 reduces possible inequities among taxpayers. This goal was especially important to Congressional sponsors of Section 127.
Under the job-related test of sections 62 and 132, most entry-level employees are
unable to claim an exclusion for an educational expense because their job descriptions and responsibilities are not broad enough to meet the test. In effect, only highly skilled individuals are able to use job-related educational assistance. The goal of
Section 127 is to allow employees in lower-skilled positions the opportunity to receive educational assistance from their employer and for these individuals to utilize
the benefit without the worry of the job-related test. According to the NAICU study,
43.6% of Section 127 beneficiaries were in clerical or secretarial positions.
Like any other benefit, employers are not required to provide Section 127 benefits
to their employees. If an employer chooses to provide educational assistance benefits
to its employees, the employer must offer the benefits to all employees on a nondiscriminatory basis that does not favor the highly compensated. This requirement,
together with information from various studies, indicates that lower-skilled individuals are utilizing the benefit at a greater rate than those in more skill-intensive professions.
A permanent extension of Section 127 removes disincentives to upward mobility.
While Section 127 provides the opportunity for individuals to advance, it does not
guarantee it. Recipients of Section 127 are not traditional students: they are working, most of them in a full-time capacity. They choose to return to school on a parttime basis to improve their skills and educational qualifications. Without their employer’s assistance, many of these individuals would not be able to pay for the education themselves. Each time the provision expires and employers begin to withhold
taxes on the benefit, individuals relying on Section 127 discontinue or scale back
their undergraduate and graduate educational pursuits because they cannot afford
to even pay the taxes on the benefit. According to the NAICU study, 33 percent of
Section 127 recipients were pursuing associate degrees, 23 percent were in bachelor’s degree programs, and 13 percent were enrolled in programs that awarded undergraduate educational certificates. About 25 percent of the recipients were in master’s degree programs or in ‘‘other graduate’’ programs—primarily graduate certificate programs. The number of students in doctoral (Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.) or professional (J.D., M.D., etc.) programs was too low to be measured. According to this
same study, nearly 85 percent of Section 127 recipients earned less than $50,000
and 50 percent of the recipients earned less than $32,000. Clearly those who Section
127 was intended to benefit are using this opportunity to upgrade their skills, keep
current in this rapidly changing technological environment, and potentially advance
within their organization. Restoring graduate course eligibility will also decrease the
complexity of some Section 127 benefits being taxable while others are not.
As Congress debates the role of the federal government in education, there are
some important points to consider when contemplating a permanent extension of
Section 127:
Section 127 is Not a Government Program—This is a purely private sector
initiative and the most significant provision encouraging employer investment
in their worker’s continuing education. There is no large bureaucracy to administer the program. In fact, 100 percent of every dollar spent by the employer
goes toward the education of the employee. Like any other benefit, employers
are not required to provide Section 127 benefits to their employees. Nevertheless, employers provide these benefits to their employees because they see value
and a return on the investment in their employees’ education. Employees use
Section 127 benefits to keep current with changing trends in rapidly advancing
fields as well as to improve basic skills.
Section 127 Encourages Business Support and Partnership of Education Initiatives—This provision is a good proposal for employers and employees alike,
encouraging partnerships between a company and its individual employees.
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Companies see Section 127 benefits as a prudent and an economically sound investment in its workforce because they receive, in return, a better educated and
more technically skilled worker. Employees view Section 127 as a way to improve their work skills and advance up the ladder of success. These benefits
also provide companies with additional flexibility for reorganization efforts
which may be necessary, since educational assistance may be offered through
an outreach program to their laid-off workers or be used to retrain employees
for other positions.
The Coalition applauds the bipartisan efforts to make Section 127 permanent. The
Ticket to Work Act reinstated Section 127 once again—the tenth time that the provision has been extended since it was first enacted as part of the Revenue Act of
1978. The on-again, off-again extension of Section 127—as well as the current absence of coverage for graduate work—causes uncertainty in the tax code, creates administrative difficulties for employers, corrodes our system of voluntary compliance
with the tax laws, and leaves employees with unanticipated tax liabilities.
The continued education and development of the U.S. worker are fundamental to
meeting the challenges of the international marketplace. The Coalition urges Congress to make a commitment to the continuing education of our work force by reinstating the exclusion for graduate courses and making Section 127 permanent.
Thank you for this opportunity to express our support for the permanent extension of Section 127.
THE SECTION 127 COALITION

National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
National Association of Manufacturers
College and University Professional Association for Human Resources
International Personnel Management Association
American Council on Education
Agilent
United Auto Workers
University of Michigan
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
American Association of Engineering Societies
American Institute of Chemical Engineers
Institute of Electric and Electronics Engineers-USA
National Society of Professional Engineers
American Society for Payroll Management
American Society for Training and Development
American Federation of Teachers
Association of Community College Trustees
The Council of Graduate Schools
National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges
Marymount University
Telephone and Data Systems, Inc. and Subsidiaries

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00113

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

110

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00114

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

111

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00115

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

112

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00116

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

113

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00117

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

114

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00118

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6621

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

115

Æ

VerDate 11-MAY-2000

11:55 Apr 17, 2001

Jkt 000000

PO 00000

Frm 00119

Fmt 6601

Sfmt 6611

71331.000

SFINANC2

PsN: SFINANC2

