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NOMINATION OF PAUL R. LEAKE’

Pav’ R. Leuks, of Woodland, California, to be collector‘

"Iizgzén of customs for customs collection district numbered 28, with‘
headquart-rs at Sapn i'rancisco, Californila, in place of dharlas;‘
0. Durhar. deceased.
{(Mr. Leake is noQ serving unﬁcr‘temporary
commissica issued during the recess of
the Senatsn). ’kg
Tesday, January 23, 1940
Unlted Stetes Senate
Saibcommittee of the Committee on Finange,
. Washlington, D. C.

The subconmitt»e met, pursuant to call, at 11 s.m., in
reom 110, Sepnate Officoe Building, Scnator Jorish W, Bailoy,.
prasic §ag

Fresent: Secajors Joslah W. Bailey (chalrmen), Edwin
C. Jotzeca, (Colora3s), and John Q. Townsend, Jr.

Jarator Balliey: Sonator Downey hes informcd me that he
wirl »3 oﬁgage@ at 8 mosting of yhe Barking end Currency Com-
mittoe, &ad hag askol our indulgenco uatil 11:30 when ho will

. have completed that ongagement. The haaring will therefore

begin at .1:30 this noraing.
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11:30 o'clock a.m. |
Sepator Balley: Before we begin, I am goilng to take the If?
liberty to give to the gentlemen representing the newspapers |
here some statistics as to the nominations received since MarchU;g
1, 1933, and the confirmations. }it
The Senstorsreceived the grand totel of 58,251 nominations/
in the period up to January 2, 1940. Of that number, &8,849 havd:
been confirmed. Unconfirmed and pendiag aré 240. 105 have been
withdravr, and there have been only 57 rejections by the Senate
in the perlod, of the sum total of 58,251. I thought that would
be of interest. ' ;
When we last mst here, we heard Senator Downey put in his
. . evidernce and we heard Nr. Buck, and there were intimations that
Mr. Jeake might wish to be heard, and ve took it up with him
and he intformed us that he would be happy to come. Mr. Leake
is here.
You may come forward, Mr. Leake, and have a chair, and
make any statements you desire to make in view of what has beepn
producsd hers. I take it you have had the record.
ETATEMENT OF PAUL R, LEAKE, Woodland, Callfornia.
Mr. _sake: Yos, Semator. I have read the trénsdript,
‘ Senator Balley: Very well.
FMr. Leake: 1 take 1t for granted, gentliemen, you want to

hear my presentation first.

Senator Bailey: I think that you had better begin by

S
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giving your full name, your address and your occupation.

Mr. Leake: Paul R. Leake, Collector of Customs, San
Francisco Port, 49. Ny residence 1s in Woodland, California.

Senator Bailey: Are you golng to withhold from us that
you are & newspaper man?

Mr. Leake: I am the edicor and publisher of the Woodland
Daily Democrat.

1 felt, gentlemen, in the interest of brevity and clarity
that 1% would be better for me to prepare a statement, and I
think 1t will save your time.

I simply want to say this, - tha:u in coming to Washington,
gentlemen, I would Like it understood that I carry no chip on
my shouldwr. Franklr, I bear no malice toward Senator Downey
or to any living man. Somehow, I feel that in the world in
which ve 1ive, malice never can be a serviceable instrumentality.‘
God knows there 1s wnough hatred and malice in the world at the
present moment without my adding on whit to its spread.

Yay 1 say, too, that I did not travel the great distance
between ths Capltal cof the Nétion and San Francisco to declare
that the customs service in the great port of San Francisco will
suffer irreparably if ths President deslgnates somsone else to
take my pliace as Collector.

L am happy, gentlemen, to be here to discuss with you my

appolntment as Collector of Customs in San Francisco, as well

as the objections ralsed by Senator Downey and to submit myself
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to the scrutinizing gaze of your committee in any respect of
my 1ife, either persomal or political.

Gentlemen, I think that Mr. Downey will concede that in
his compalgn I freely obened the columns of my newspaper to his .
statements and speeches.

For the ilnformation of this committee Mr. Downey and I
happened to meet in 3acramento soon after his Congressional
defeat by Representative Buck. We both conceded that the cam-
palgn had been heated; that both of us had hit from the ehouldﬂr:
but ajways in a falr and ilmpersonal manner. Indeed, we shook
hands and parted, as I thought, on & friendly basis.

ln view of the statement of Senator Downey before this
commistee, may I be permitted to include in the tramscript of
thils hsarlng a letter written by the Democretic Central Com
mittee of my home county in California to the members of the
Senate Filnance Committes. Also, I would 1ike to include in
this record & letter written by the Republican Central Committee
of my home county to the Honorable Senstor Bailey, Chairman of *+-
Finance Subcommlittee which 1s conducting this hearing. The

flrst istter reads as follows:

"YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Woodland, California, January 17, 1940
"To the NMembers of the

United Stetes Finance Commlittee.

Gentlemen:




"The Yolo County Democratic Central Committee has recentiy;i
telegraphed 1ts approval and endorsement of the appointment of :
Peul R. Luake, as Collector of Customs.

"Our Committee supported Mr. Downey in his Senstorial con-l
test and bas also urged him to vote for the confirmation of the
appointment.

"According to newspaper reports, Senator Downey at your
recent suv committes hearing opposed confirmetion and mede the
charge that Mr. Lealke's newspaper treated him unfalrly. We
challenge that statsaent.

"Mr. Leake ard hils newspaper for years have had a splendidf;
reputatilcn for falrness. Democrats and Republicans agree that‘ |
Editor Le~ke and his illustrious father before him have alvays
treated crcndidates for public office with proper consideration
in their editorial, as well as their naws columns.

"Respectfully,
(Sgd) Lloyd W. Lowrey, Chairman.
(sgd)"Gus C. Donnely, Secretary."
The second lec:er follows:
"The Yolo County Republican Central Commiﬁ?
Woodland, California, January 17,1940.}
"Honorable J. W. Balley
United States

Washington, D. C.

"My dear Senator:
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"Press reports state that Mr. Downey, Semator from Cal
ifornia, is opposing the confirmation of the sppointment of
Mr. Paul R, leake as Collector of Customs (San Francisco), and. };
in support of his cpposition has stated to your committee that
Mr. Leake's nswspaper, 'The Woodland Daily Demoérat’, has treaﬁeﬁ:

him discourteously, unfairly and impropérly. This statement

- w8 bellsve 1s without foundation in fact.

"For the informstion of your committee and your colleaanga;é
may 1t be stated that while we heve besn on the opposite side |
of the fence from Nr. Leake in political campsigns, he and the
Woodland Democrat through the years uniformly have pursued a
policy of fairness. ¥ven though Woodland Demoerat edltoriala,‘
as they raturally vould be, are often times in disagreement with -
our personal views, they &are invariasbly written in a temporate K
tone and vith due propriety. In the news columns Mr. Leake's
practice for years always has been to iZive generous space to
all parties concerrned and the news has always been printed or
feetured vwithout bias or prejudice.

"It would seenm thet the paramount consideration should
bes the ablillity to give Qn efflicient administration of the
Collector's Office of the Port of San Francisco. Nr. Leake
possesses the character, abllity and integrity which will make
the administration of this office by him a very creditable and

successful cne. It 1is hoped that his sppointment will be

confirmed.




"Respactfully, \
C. A, Maghattl, Chairman
Yolo County Republican Central Commite:
These letters, gentlemen, come from persons who are familiif
with my n¢wspaper and who have known me for many years.
1 am here to reaffirm the fact that any nevspaper or news
paper msn worthy of the traditions of a great profession owes
& filrst alleglance to the cause of truth and to the people and
not to blind or selfish partisanship.
1 bave brought along with me editorials and news articles
which concern this case. I will be happy to discuss them
with you and to submit %o your interrogation upon any phase
of my 1life.
| I thank you.
Ser2tor Balley: Now, Senmator Downey, if you have any
questions, we wlll turn the gentleman over to you for examination.
Senstor Downey: MNr. Chairman, I have received certain
communicailons, and 1 desire, with your permission, to interro-
gate Mr. l.eske about tha contents of those communications, but
my questlons do not at all 1nd£§ate at this time that I in any
way meke any charges concerning the questions I am about to aak.,:
I want that clearly understood.

Jenator Bailey: Very well.

)
Senator Downey: Mr. Leake, were you ever a member of the

American Legilon?
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Mr. leake: Yes, sir.
i

Serator Downey: Are you now?

Mr. Leakea: No, sir.

Senator Downey: When 4id you first join the American
Leglon?

Mr. Leake: £femnator Downey, 1t was very early in the
formation of the American Legion. One of the boys -- they had
a membership drive, and one of the boys came to the office aﬁd
solicited my membership, and I did join the American Legion.

Serator Downey: About what year?

¥r. Leake: 1t was very early -- I could not tell you,
Senator Downey.

Senator Downey: Was your resignation asked?

Nr. Leake: It was not.

Serator Downey: Did you resign?

Kr. Leake: I 313 not.

Senator Downey: Are you a member now?

Mr. Leake: I am not.

Senntor Downey: What happened?

Mr. Leake: I just did not renew my membership.

Sepator Downey: As a matter of fact, weren't your dues
refunded to you?

Mr. Leake: They were not.

2enator Downey: How long did you remain & member?

Mr. Leake: I paid for one year, I think, Senator Downey. -




Senator Downey: Whén vas that?
Mr. Leake: I told you, Senator Downey, it was very early
. in the formatlon of the Legion. ;
Senator Downey: In 19207

Mr. Leake: I cannot answer that question because I don't
remember. ’ .

Sepator Downey: Well, Mr. Leake, isn't it true that facts i
develcped showing that you were not entitied to be a member of :
the American Leglon?

MNr. leake: I had come a long ways, gentlemen, before ;
heard last night that I hcu been expelled from the American
Legion. The charge was made, s0 I was told, by Senator Downey.
’ I think 1t mlight be proper at this time, - are you making that
charge now, Senator Downey?

Senetor Balley: He sald he is making no charge. He 1is
making an inquiry.

Mr. Leake: Then I do not think it is necessary to read
this (indicating paper) at this time.

“enator Downey: 1 will ask to have the reporter repeat
my last questilon.

{The question 1s repeated as follows: "Well, M. Leake,
. isn't Lt true that facts developed showing that you were not
entitled to be a member of the American Legion?")

Mr. Leake: No, 1t is not. I never heard that until last

evening.
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Senator Balley: What was the fact as to your Jjolning
the Leglon? '

¥r. Leake: OSenator Balley, as T sald,early in the forma~,f
tion of the Ameriecan Leglon, one of the boys -- they were con- -
dueting n membership campaign, and one of the boys came into \
the office and wanied my membership, and in good faith I gave
them my money and my membership, and nothing has happened since
that 1 know of.

Senator Balley: D14 you have & discharge as a soidier?

Mr. Leake: I was 1in the United States Naval Reserves,
Senator Balley, and possibly baing in the Naval Reserve d1d not
entitle me to membership in the American Legion. I don't know
trat.

Seuapor Bailey: But when you joined, you were under the
impression that you were entitled to membership?

kr. Leake: That 1s correct, I was solicited and I joined
and hsve -- no actlon has been taken. I think it is proper, gen-.
tlemen, ho Introduce, and I think Mr. Downey will have to bhe |
feir snough to convider that this will settle any question for
all time, this telegram thet I received last night from Woodland:

"PAUL R LEAKL-

WILLARD HOTEL WASHDC-

NOTHING COULD BE MORE FALSE THAN TO SAY YOU WERE EVER
EXPELLED FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION! THE EXACT OPPOSITE IS TRUE
WHILE YOU WERE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP WE HAVE ALWAYS

N
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A

CONSIDERED THAT YOU WERE ONE OF US AND ARE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU
WITH US ON ANY AND ALL OCCASIONS. ITS A SHAME THAT A MAN OF
YOUR HIGH CHARACTLF MUST FACE SUCH FALSE ACCUSATIONS. THIS
TELEGRAM IS SENT AT THE REQUEST OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
YOLO POST NUMBER 77 AMERICAN LEGION IN REGULAR SESSION. WISHING
XOU EVERY SUCCESS
S T DREVER CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,

Senator Downey: Did I understsnd correctly that you never . _
had been sligible for the American Legilon? —

¥r. Leake: lio, it does not.

Sanstor Downey: Willl you read it again, please?

¥r. Leake: (Reading) "NOTHING COULD BE MORE FALSE THAN
TO SAY YOU WERE EVER EXPELLED FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION. THE
EXACY OPPOSITE IS TRUE. WHILE YOU WERE ﬁOT ELIGIBLE FOR
MEMBERSHL)" -~ pardon me, Mr. Downey, it does say that --"WHILE
YOU WERE NOT ELIGIELE FOR MEMBERSHIP WE HAVE ALWAYS CONSIDERED
THAT YOJ WERE ONE OF US AND ARE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU WITH US ON
ANY AMND ALL OCCASIONS" and so forth.

fenator Balley: Let me see, Senator Downey. Is it your
purpose 1in this line of imquiry to impeach this witness? You
sey thet you are briaging no accusations, but aren't you under;
taking to impeach him?

Senator Downey: Mr. Chalrman, I think 1t is proper for me

to state where my guestions are leading. I have had several

letters from California, and likewise from Woodland that Mr.

N
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Leako frauvdulently claimed the exemption to which a veteran
of the World War is sntitled in paying taxes under the constihﬁ»,%
“tion of the B3tate of California, and I might say this from myfl'u;
own investlgation, that I believe that very plainly he was not
entltled to have exemption.

Sepstor Balley: You do not found your accusation or objéq;f
tion of personal obnoxiousness on anything of this sort, and roff%
that reason it 1s collateral and would be admissible only for
the purpose of impeachmeént.

Serntor Dovney: Mr. Chairman, let me say this. This in-
formaticn was called to my attentlion in my office, and I think
most cf 1% came 1in after the last meeting of the committee. I,
myself, am not happy to ask thes.: questions and to make this
charge. There may be no foundation to 1t, but I concelve it to
be my duty as a United States Senator to lay before this com-
mittee these facts. If the committee does not care to hear thom-;

Sanetor Balley (Interposing): You heve a right to change
your whole course bere and supplement your objections as to per~~l
sonal obnoxiousness on the ground of thils gqualification and attac?
his charecter. You cen do that. | :

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Mr. Cheilvman, I understood
Mr. Leake to say that his whole life was an open book and he
wanted us to look into that book Jjust as far as we wanted to

look. Then you asked Mr. Downey to ask him some questions, and /f

1 cannot see why we are objecting to the questions that Mr.

E
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Downeyls asking following that suggestion made by Mr. Leake
himself that his whole life was an open book here.

Senaﬁor Ballery: 1 ém not objecting. I was simpiy tiyingw;;
to get the situation here on its proper basee When you bring V
up an objection of personal obnoxiousness, then you are conrinedif
necessarlly to those facts which constitute personal obnoxiouandg
If you bring your objection on the grounds of disqualification,‘ :
Jou can go Into the man's whole qualificatlions, but as I under- f@
8tood you to say here at the first hearing thet you raised no |
questlon about Mr. Leake's qualifications other than the possible
disquaiiflcation that & man who had written such an editorial :
as this and other similar editorials -- that is your testimony.

Now we come up here this morning without asccusations but
wlth en inquiry uncertaking to show that he obtained & membership
in the American Leglon fraudulently. That would be an 1mpeachmen:
of hile character and of his qualifications, but 1t is not & gron:’
ofperconal obnoxlousness according to your own statement, un;asa:j
you wish to make 1t one. I am trying to confine this whole in- |
quiry to its proper base.

Senator Downey: Npr. Chairman, since the last meeting of
the committee, thece facts came into my possession. Those facts ¥
indicete preliminarily that Mr. Leake's fraudulently claimed an
exemptlon as a veteran of the World War which he was not entitled
to claim. l

Senator Bailey: Let me stop you right there. In the light

\'.\q
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the allegation of f‘raqd here?

T2

of what he has sald, would you say there waes any substance in

'."*‘?’g

Senator Downey: I have not yet develop‘d the fact. o @

Senator Balley: He said he joined under a misapprehennion """
Senator Downey: I am not talking about the American Logimﬁ
hov. 1 em talklng sbout the fact that he tock an exemption for jf

several years as a texpayer in Yolo County upon the claim that

Y J‘Ze

he was entitled to it when he must have known of the action of {ﬁf
the Amerilcan Legion and that he wes not entitled to 1t, Mr.
Chalrman.

¥r. Chalrman, [ have already indicated what I have here.
Now, if the Chalrmen of the committee does not desire me to purs '
this -. |

Sepator Balley (Interposing): Oh, no.

Senator Downey: I want to say this, Mr. Chairman. 'I do
not went to make any charge against Mr. Leake on this. I do not
vant to even do thet unless after giving him an opportunity to
explain certaln facts in my possession, I believe it is my duty _€
as Senator from California to do that. I do not know that 1t'taif
at this timse. '

I will say this to you, Mr. Cheirman, that from the 1ntormqé
tion that 1 have received, Mr. Leake d18 claim an exemption thqqfé
he wag not entitled %o, and also from the information I have 1t

1s thet he must have known that he was not entitled to it, but =

I am not sure that is the truth, &nd here is Mr. Leake. If you .
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vant me to pursue this inguiry and let me determine whether I
think the charge should be presexnted, I wiil be very happy to
determine that, and if you want me to desist, I will be happy
to do that, |

Senator Balley: Wi1ll you answer my question, whether yoq#é
line of inquiry is for the purpose of impeachment, or for the l:é
purpose of sustalning personal obnoxiousness, or for the purpoqéé
of disqualification?

Ssenator Downey: I am at this time asking the‘witnosa oer-i
teiln preliminary questions to determine whether I conceive it tof
be my duty to make certain cherges against Nr. Leake's characterﬁé
that rhould be presented to this committee im the consideration
of this nomination.

fenator Balley: It is an inguiry for the purpose of de-
termining whether there 1s a substantial basis of accusation
against him.

; Senator Downey: Now, Mr. Leake, you knew at the time you
did not renew your membership in the American lLeglon the second
year that you were not considered e ligible?

Mr. Leaks: 1 did not.

Senator Downey: Mr. Leake, wasn't there a great deal of
discussion about your joining the American Leglon among the
members there?

¥r. Leake: If there was, Senator Downey, I have never hpaﬁi

about 1t until I heard it indirectly from you yesterday. I have .




traveled a long way to £ind out that Information,

Senator Downey: And consequently, the fact that you wérbff

%
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‘l' not eligible for the American Leglon, if that is correct as

indicatedby you onm the telegram, had nothing to do with the tacf

that you did not continue to be a member?

M. Leakes: That 1s ¢orrect.

Senator Downey: Now, did you es a taxpayer in Yolo County,’

Californla claim an exemptlion under tha socalled Veterans Act? ﬁﬁé

Wir. Leake: Under Section 1 1/4 of Article 13 of the

Constlitution of tne State of Californis.

Senator Downey: Let us see what that is. Have you the
article? \

Mr. Leake: No, I have not, Sepnator.

Senator Downey: I can read it if you desire, MNr, Chalrmanf;
Yr. Leake: Senator Downey, I think that 1f you will Jjust

pardon me for a second, this might clear up the situation and

might prevent you from some embarrassment --

Jenator Downey (Interposing): Thank you. I apreciate théﬁ

Mir. leake: Would you like me to read it into the record?

Senator Downey:

Af you desire to put it in before I read
1t -~

¥r. Leake (Interposing):
ordser.

Pardon me. I guess I am out of

Senator Downey: One of our Constitutional provisions in ke

the State of California is headed "Exemption on Account of

\~
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Military Service." It is Article 13, Section % 1/4 and roads .
as follows: » - | | ” |
. "The property to the amount of one thousand dollars of
every rosident of this 3tate who has seorved in the army, navy,
marine corps, or revenue marine service of the United States inrf
time of war, and received an honorable discharge therefrom; or
lacking such amount of property in his own name, so much Bf
the property of the wife of any such person as shall be nscosaérié
to equal said amount; and property to the amount of one thouaand §
dollars of the widow resident of thils 3tate, or if there be no |
such widow, of the widowed mother resident of this State, of
every person who has =20 served and has diled eithér during his
term of service or after receiving honorable discharge from
sald service; and the preperty to the amount of one thousand
dollars of pensioned widows, fathérs, and mothers, resident iu
this fiate, of soldlers, sallors, and merines who served in the
army, navy, or merine corps, or revenua marine service of the
United States, shall be exempt from taxation; provided, that
this exemption shall not apply to any person named herein ovning,f
property of the value of five thousand dollars or more, or where'ﬁ
the wife of such soldier or sallor owns property of the value
‘ of five thousand dollars or more. No exemption shall be made

under.the provisions of this act of the property of a person

vho is not & legal resident of this State." |

That, Mr. Chairman, is the constitutional provision.

N L
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Senator Bailey: We are glad to have that in the record. .

But before we go ahead, you gave Nr. Leake an opportunity to

put some document in. I think he can put that in by way of 5

explaining or adding to the answer that he gave Just now, and h@L%
says 1Lt may save you some trouble. It may save the committee 3
some trouble. Won't you consent that he should read that? _‘fé

Senator Downey: Surely, Mr. Chairman. :

Senator Balley: Let us’ sse what that is.

Mr. Leake: I am sorry that the Senator has felt 1t neceSa‘é
sary to resort to such petty and vindictive methods, So far ad,;
1 aﬁ versonally concerned, as I stated in the beginning, I have»iﬁ
ne c¢hlp on my shoulder, no malice to give expression to. I
think being gentlemsn we all ought to subsceribe to the Queensburyi
Rules of Politics which prevent fouls.

I would like to read into the record, gentlemen, a statemen’
from the Assessor of Yolo County.

Senator Balley: I do not believe the Queensbury Rules
prevent fouls.,

NMr. Leake: They are supposed to, Senator.

Sepator Balley: They may tend to deter them, but they do
not prevent them.

Mr. Leake: This Is a letter headed "County of Yolo, Wood~ f
land, Calilfornia,"dated January 13, 1940, as follows:

"Mpr. Paul R. Leake, Colleztor of Customs,

San Francisco, Californisa.
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"Dear Sir: o
A“In regara t¢ your inquiry with reference to the exemptiongf
allowed you on &ccount of State and County taxes under Section ;
1 1/4% of Article XIII of the Constitution of the State of Cal-
ifornia, will ssy that satisfactory documentary evidence shows
thet you served in the Unlted States Naval Reserve force, and
ware therefore, in my opinion, entitled to such exemptions as B
you received. I muy add that all others in & similar situation :
vere granted simlilar exemptions.

"Your papers show that you enlisted Zeptember 18th, 1918,
and vers honorably discharged on Octecbar l1st, 1920, |

"I wey 8d¢ tha you have not takan any exemptions since
. 1G24,

"Wery truly yours,
{¢g3) B. F. Hillhouse, County Assessor."

Sapator Johnson of Colorado: What 1s thereo petty about
an Inculry such as has been made here?

Fr. Leake: Wall, Senator Johnscn, maybe I am out of order :
on th+t, but 1t seems to me that it was resorting to rather :
cheap politics to rring in a thing 1like that.

Serator Johmson of Colorado: You seem to have the answers

' to thess guestions. Why do you object to them?
Mr. Leake: 1 stand corrected. .
Senator Downey: Do you have that honorable discharge that |

he mentions there?

mrr" - e



Fr. Leake: Yes, I have.

Sepator Downey: Where is 1t°%

Nr. Leake: I think I have it here. Mr. Hillhouse saw ,‘
these papers, and I am not sure that I brought them with me -- “g
I am not sure whether I did or not. Would you like to see them?

Senator Balley: Read them into the record} f

Mr. Leeke: (Reading) "0ffice of the Commandant of the 121:.,
Naval District, San #rancisco, California. October 1lst, 1920, i%
from the Commsndant to Paul Raymond Leake, 547 Second Styeet, |
Woodland, Yolo County, California. Subject: Disenrollment
from Naval L :serve: In view of the fesct that you were not
called to active duty during the World War and in sccordance
with the instructions of the Bureau of Navigstion, Letter H-642-B
C-4293 of June 5, 1920, you are hereby disénrollod from the -
United States Naval Reserve Force. Robert Morris, Captaln, U.
8. N., Acting Commendant."

Sanator Downey: May I look at that?

Senator Balley: What 18 the dete of that?

¥r. Leake: October 1lst, 1920,

Serator Downey: And this 18 what the Assessor refers to
a8 an honorable discharge from the military service of the United;
States? ;

¥r. Leake: I ilmagine so, Senaton.

+ Senator Downey: This is entitled "Disenrollment from Nevaif

Reserve Service." Have you any other honorable discharge than
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- this?

Mr. Leake: 1If I have, I haven't it with me, Senator. I
am not positive.

Senstor Downey: You know that there are certain white,
yellow or bluae documents given out known as honorable diacharsea;E
don't you? n

Mr. Leake: 1 have ons of those diplomes or something at
home, Senator.

Sepator Dewney: You don't mean an honorable discharge, 66 ;
you? :

Yr. Leake: I think so. I may be in error.

Sanstor Downey: I might say, Mr. Chalrman, that I am goiﬁaé
to introdiuce the mllitary authorities here to show that Mr. Leakai
was nct justified in claiming this exemption. If he was given
an honoreble dischacge from the military forces, I think he ought-
to send for it Lf he hss any such. _

3apator Balley: .It would not be expected that he woulq h&vf
it with him unless he had notlce of the accusatlons of this sort =
against him. | |

Sepstor Downey: Fr. Leake evidently knew that this questiif
was coming up because he secured a letter from the Assessor. .

Senator Balley: He said it #és last evening or something
of that sort.

Senetor Downey: All right. Now, Mr. Leake, will you tell‘%

the committee, please, where did you attend this Naval Reserve?



Mr, Leake: In San Francisco.

Senator Downey: How long were you there?

" . _ Mr. Leake:

Senator Downey: How long were you physically down there?

Well, let's get my data all together.

Mr. leake: Well, I imagine over a year, Seéenator.

Senstor Downey: Physically down there?

Mr. Leake: Yes.

Sensator Downey: You were attending some sort of a Navalilﬂé
Sehool?

Mr. Leake: It was the University of California E:tt:onaitw-‘:f:f
Course connected with the Naval Reserve.

Senator Downey: With people apparently attending classes

. there, and do you say that they are entitled to claim the atatuﬂ?.ﬁ:%

of a veteran? |

Mr. Leake: Ssenator Downey, as I understand it, the Naval_‘ﬂ

Reserve 1s a part of the United States Navy, and as the Assessor

.8tates here, 1 think it 1s quite pointed: "I may add that all

others in & similar situatlon were granted simllar exemptions." .

4 Ve

3enetor Downey: Do you know of any others that got 1t?
Mr. Leake: No, I do not.
Senstor Downey: I may say this, if you will allov me to

‘I’ interpolate a moment. I practiced law in California a great

many years and I had some little experlence in this Veterans lfé
Exemptlon. I never knew of any case in which a person attond1n85%

a military school, such as Mr. Leake was attending, ever was

N
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granted the exemption. As & matter of fact, I never heard off;
a man vho was in a military school during the war, like the
militery reserve or West Point or some other branch of even j§
claiming he was a veteran. If there were any others in your ' ;2
Yelo County, possibly they were granted under the same conditidhé
but I aever knew, myself, as a lawyer, anybody with a status d;
such as lir. Leake had thet clalmed this exemption. It may be -
‘true 1n Yolo County; I don't know. You don't know then of any‘ §
one in Yolo County, yourself, who was granted this same privilag@%
that ycu were?

Mr. Leake: I have never 1nqg1red, Senator. The Assessor
says nere: "I may add thet all others in & similar situation
were zranted similer exemptions."

Seuwator Downey: PMNr. Leake, was this Assessor the same mnan
who granted you the exemption?

NMr. Leake: Yes, sir.

Senator Downey: Just resume your seat, pleasc. Mpr. Leake,}
you hnve tectifled here -- |

Senator Balley (Interposing): Walt a moment, Senator. I
vant gou to ¢lear my mind about this. He was 1in the Naval
Reserve for a year taking instructions. He was not called to
the Colors. But a great many American boys were in camp for
six or sight months or even longer and they were not called‘tol
the Colors. Those hoys in the camp were considered veterans

and are to this day. There is my difficulty. Why wouldn't a maqj




- who was training in the Naval Reserve with a view to serv1p§5“‘
“the country 1n war, be considered on & perity with a boy who  ‘1§
. was in a camp training for ;;he Army, or 1f that would not be 5
exactly so, why might not Mr. Leake in good faith have assumed  €$
that much? L

Sepator Downey: That, of eourse, is souething, Nr. Ohairmé;
which the committee will have to decide. -

2enator Balley: Yes. I am addressing that to you now as
a matter of reason.

Senetor Downey: I think this, Mr. Chairmar, that, given
time, we can show that NMr. Leake was -- well, at least did not
rengw his dues 1n the second yesar bsecause his fellow members ‘

’ would not allow him %o because he had not hed the right to join,
and that is well known in Woodlapnd, that he improperly joined !
the American Leglon. But, answering your question -- ‘here 1s
the woy the Constltutional provision reads. I assume, of courao;;
that Mr. Leake is famillar with it: "The property to the amounti;
of one thousand dollars of avery resident in this State who has E
served in the army, navy, marine corps, or revenue marine serviédi
of the United States in time of war" and so forth. Nr. Leako,’ :
on his own statement, never served in the military forces. He

‘ wag at*.;ondiﬁg a school, and If he had graduated properly, at th'on;f?‘
end, I think, of two years, he would have heen eligible to enter ;

the service. And he never received what is known as an honorable f

discharge. I looked up the records.

S
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Senator Balley: A man taking training Wwith a view to
service 1s conslidered, so‘far es the Army 18 concerned, &g servi{j
If I serve two months in a camp or even 60 days in a camp in &
trqining for service ~-

Senator Johnson of Colorado (Interposing): In that case,
you vweculd have enlisted, Senator Balley. You would have been 1n£
the Army. .

Senator Downey: He was enrolled. He had not enlisted. A

Senator Balley: Could he not then have automatically boenfi
called into the service? | :

Senator Downey: I don't know, but the fact 1s that he
never was.

Janator Balley: That 1s not the point. The question is,
could 3 have been?

Senator Downey: I don't know.

Senator Balley: Could you have been called then?

Mr. Izake: Absolutely, Senator.

Senator Balley: What?

Mr. Leake: Absolutely.

Sanetor Downey: He might have been called for enlistment, E
but the fact is that he never was. |

Senator Balley: If he had been called for enlistment, he

could not have resisted.

Sanator Downey: That 18 true. I mlght say this, Mr. Chalr

man, that upon just the same argument, some young chap who was
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studying in West Polnt or Anpapolis during the war would have
been entitled to this exemption. The law is very plain. He .
must have an honorable discharge. He has no honorable diachargéé
from the Army because he wes never in it; he never served in t’am‘iz’fﬂE
Army bscause he never enlisted either voluntarily or involuntarii?
He never put up his hend and gave the oath that we Senators have ?
to take and every person entering the Army has to take, because ;
he was never in the Army. And 1 mlght say that I have the.
informetlon here from the experts in the Service who say that
Just merely being 1in a military school, thaﬁ he wss not, in the
Service. I can urderstand that even a man of Nr. Leake's in-
telligence might believe that his having attended a millitary
school, that he might be entitled to clalm that he was a member
of the mllitary service, but I cannot understand how he would
claim that after -- well - I have not the proof here, 'of conrso%
but ar’ter his experience with the American Legion, and I think
that Ls what we lawysrs speak about as res ipso loguitor, -
the thilng speaks fcr itself.

I will pursue my inguiries on that. NMr. Leake, you atated-;
that you are the publlsher of the Woodland News -- is 1t?

Mr. Leake:~ The Woodland Deily Deamocrat.

Senator Downey: I beg your pardon. There was no malice
in thet question. How long have you been the publisher of thet
paper?

Mr. Leake: Well, I guess I would say since the death of

\"'\
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my father.

Senator Downey: When was that?
Mr. Leake: That 1s sbout 15 years ago.
Senator Downey: Youyr father dled then in about 19257 ”.fé
Mpr. Leake: Yes, that 1is aboﬁt correct . ,
Senator Downey: And what were the years that you olaimad'xJ
thils exemption, Mr. Ieake?
Mr. Leake: 19221 to 1927 except the year 1923; 1930 to
1934 excepting the year 1931.
Senator Downsy: Did your father leave any estate there
in Yolo County®
M2, Leake: Yes, sip.
Seanator Downey: How much was th3 value of his estate?
Fr. Leake: Wail, I imagine the property and all, Senator, %
wags appralsed at around $100,000. |
Senator Downey: Who succeeded to his property upon his
death?
Mr. Leake: Ny mothen. P
Sanator Downey: All of it? |
Mr. Leake. Wall, it was the usual will. Upon her death
1t would be -- no -- there was & share to my brother and myself. ?
Senator Downey: And what did you and your brother roceivo;f
Mr. Leake? ‘
¥Mr. Leake: I cannot answer that, Senator. Maybe I anm

a little bit careless with figures on that, but I really cannot

i
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tell you.

Senator Downey: Did you receilve your statutory share of
one-quarter each?

kr. Leake: I imagine we did.

Senator Downey: BSo, when your father died, you at 1easﬁ
cam® lnto an eststie worth about $25,000°7

Mr. Leake: Ny father d1ed -- I think it was 16 years asd‘
instead of 15. |

Senator Downey: Whenever your father d1d dis, you came
into property worth $25,000°?

Nr. Leake: I would like to check the records on that,
Senator; I am not sure. |

Senator Downey: Approximately that? $15,000 or $20,000?}?§

Mr. Leake: I am not positive. X

Seanator Downey: Did you have other property besides what fi
you inherited from your father? 4 §

Mr. Leake: No. |

Senator Downey: Have you still got that property that yc@
inherited from your father? ’

Mr. Leake: Yes.

Senator Downey: What is the value of the leake ?ubliahin‘l%

Company?

%

Nr. Leake: We have never placed any velue on it, Semator. -

It 1s a going newspaper.

Zenator Downey: Have you a quarter interest in it?



Nr. Leake: I own that paper.

Zenator Downey: The whole of 1t?

¥r. Leake: My mother is with me. oL

¥ gt

Senator Downey: What share do you own in the paper, Mr. e

RIS A0

Leake?

Mr. lLeake: 1 practically own the paper, Senator. My
mother gets her share of the profits.

Senator Downey: Is the paper owned by an incorporation?

Mr. Leake: It was. We are not incorporated now.

Senator Downey: You own it personally?

1

N . Leake: Yes,

Senator Downey: Isn'ﬁ that paper generalli considered to‘ﬁi
have 2 velue of about $75,000 or $100,0007

¥r. Leake: I imagine it could be s0ld for something in
that neighbqrhood»

Zepator Downey: Then, ¥r. Leake, since you had property'
of greater value than $5,000, you were not entitled to this
exemption, were you?

¥r. Leake: I was in debt, Senator Downey. Nay I read a
letter at this time that maybe might straighten out this vholo.
situatlon? ' f?

Sepator Balley: He asked you & plain question. »

Fr. Leake: I was éntitled to it, in my judgment.

Senator Downey: First, let me ask you this question. qug

of course knew that no person was entitled to this exemption who.




had more than $5,000 of property, didn't you?
Mr. Leake: That. is correct.
Senator Downey: You kpew that?

Mr. Leake: Yes, sir.

Senator Downey: What did you say?
Mr. Leake: If your property was assessed for ovep $5.000;gé
Senator Downey (INterposing): You were femiliar with thlni?
veren't you? May I read thils again for the edification of the B
committee: "Provided, that this exemption shall pot apply to
any person named herein owning property of the value of five
thousand dollars or more, or where the wife of such soldier or 3
sallor owns property of the value of five thousand dollars or
| 0 more . "
Senator Johnson of Colorsdo: Doss that mean net propercy,'ﬁ
Senator Downey, or can you deduct your debts? |
Senator Downey: We have never takon that viewpoint in
my practice. We have always held that if a person had 10 or
15 or 20 or 25 or 50 thousand dollers in money or bonds or nreal
property, it was over filve thousand dollars.
2enator Johnson of Colorado: If he had thet much real
estatc and he owed $50,000 -- |
‘ Senator Downey (Interposing): He would still have property‘:
The lowv would not make any ingquiry as to the eguities and valuna:?

and so on. All 1% says is if you have property.

Senator Johnson of Qolorado: Who determines this matter?-jﬁ




89

Isn't 1t the business of the County Assessor?

Serator Downey: Yes., And the Assessor in Sacramento
County alvays Ilnterrogated the applicant very cafefully to see fé
that he dild not have money, real sstate or automobiles or propogé}
of the velue exceeding $5,000. R

Serator Joﬁnson of Colorado: Don't you suppose tpat this
Assessor interrogated the folks whom he assessed to find out whaﬁi
their net property was? ' 4

Sanator Downey: He 8138 not do his duty if he d1d not 1ntoﬁ;
rogate them. I don't know whether he did or not. Now, Nr. ;eakéj
you wanted to introduce certain papers showing what? ‘That whil@i
you hnd $75,000 or $100,000 worth of physical property, that you
oved Jdabts that exceeded that amount?

Nr. leake: Co ahead, Senator; I don't want to'intorrdpt
you.

Senator Downey: What was 1t you wanted to say?

Fr. leake: That was the point I was making, that I was
1r debt et the time and thought that that offset the difference
ln the asecssments and so forth, and I acted in good faith in
claiming the exemptions, and also as Senator Johnson has brought:;
out here, and 1t le there in the record, that' the assessment was |
made up by the County Assessor and he approved the right to and
allowed the exemptions. 7

77 Senator bowneyf VMr; Iaéke, let us take the last year you

took the exemption. What was that? 19342

- o
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Nr. Leaks: Since 1934,  €
Senator Downey: What debts di1d you owe during that year?ﬁfé
Mr. Leake: Well, I borrowed money from my mothar and alsdfg
from the bank to buy my brother's interest in the newspaper. s
Senator Downey: Then you acquired the same amount of
property as the amount you borrowed, whatever that was?
Mr. Leake: I acquired the property, Senator.
Saﬁator Downey: Then that transaction cancelled itself?
In other words, 1f you borrowed $25,000, you got $25,000 worth
of proparty?
¥e. Leake: 1 think it is very clear here, Senator, theat
I was acting in good faith, and 1t was my understanding that I
‘ . owved thls much money, ‘and that made me eligible and --
Benator Downey{Interposing): All right. Now --
Wie. Leake (Intorposing): Let me repeat once more, as
- Senator Johnson was bringing out the point there. These desdsa
vere on record and the assessment was made out by ﬁha County
Assessor, and he approved and allowed the exemption, and I aer-
tal nly would not have teken those exemptions 1if the Assessor
had told'me that I was not entitled to them. After all, there
18 not very much money imvolved here, gentlemen.
. Senator Townsend: I was going to ask you that. What is

the amount of money involved?

Mr. Leake: That is the reason I gave that statement of

what exemptions were made. The exemptions were claimed in 1921




to 1927 excepting the year 1923, and 1930 to 1934 except the
year 19%1.
Senator Townsead: Do you know the reason for those exXCep- ‘é
tlons” J
fir. Leake: Carelessness on my part.
Senator Townsend: I see.
Mr. Leake: The thing only amounted to around 30 or %0
or 50 dollsrs a year, and I just did not file. I think that
accounts for it in the maln here. The records show this, gentle-
men, “hat wmy fellure to clalm exemptions in 1920, 1923, 1928 |
and 1929, that [ paid $126.20 which I should not have paid. That
1f I had not claimed the exemptlons for 1932, 1933 and 1934, my
‘ tax wculd have been Increased to $107.90. The net results of
this mlxup, 1f we want to call it that, is that I overpald
$126 .20 and underpald $107.90.

Senator Downey: MNr. Leake, as I understood you to state,
you sald that while gou knew that you had more thaé $5,000 worth
of property, that you owed such an amount of money that you felt
that that should be deducted from the value of the property, and
that vwould justify you in claiming this exemption. Is that appro-
imately your stetement?

. Mr. Leake: Yes, that is about right, Mp. Dovney.

Senator Downey: Now, let us taks 1934%. You have already

said you borrowed certain money from the bank and from your

mother to take over your brother's and your mother's interest in

\'_N
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the publishing company?
Nr. Leake: That détg; Senator Doﬁnay ~- I may be in orroné%
one year. L am not posﬁtsée Sf that. -
Senator Downey: -What other money 318 you ows 1in 1934
besids small current bills? ' ,
Mr. Leake: I owed the bank and my mother -- L borroved so -
that I could buy the'intérest in the nawspaper. |
Senator Downey: Yes, but disregarding those items, what
other money of considerable amount did you owe?
Mr. Leake: I don't think that I owéd anybedy, Senatopr.
Sonator Downey: Then, as I understand, in i934 you hed
an lnterest in thle business that was worth approximately
. ' $25,000, and then you borrowed & certain amount of money to buy
out your brother and mother, is that correct?
Yr. Leake: Yeas,
Senator Downey: What other property did you own at that
time veslides this interast in the business, Nr, Leake?
Ve, Leake: 1 ownad & home, at en assessed valustion --
1t i on here some place. It was a small home and it 4id not
go up to the $5,00¢ limit that we are talking aboub.
Zerator Downey: Ycu mean it was not acsessed at that?
' . Yr. Leake: That 1is correct.
cenator Downey: It is actually worth more than $5,000,

isn't 1t, in market valus?

¥r. Leake: 1 doubt 1t.
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SBenator Downey: Did you also own an automobile at thaﬁ M
time?

. Mr. Leake: I don't know whether I was traveling in my
: own car or the office car, Senator. ' ‘ j}
Seonator Downey: Did you have money 1in the bank?

Nr. Leake: Very little, I think.

Ssnator Downey: You had some?

Mr. Leake: If I had known this metter was golng into.
this exhaustive length, Senator, I would have brought all of thoif

2

~data. 1 have nothing to hide in this proposition, I am sure.
Sanator Downey: Did you have other property besides what
ve heve alrsady talked about?
. ¥r. lLeake: 1 think not.
Zenator Downey: Well, now, do you know?
¥r. Leake: I don't recall ever owning anything.
3enator Downey: Any other real estate?
Mr. Leake: No.
Sanator Downey: Any farm property?
Mr. Leake: No.
Senator Downey: Subdivision proparty?
Mr. Leake: 1 thilnk not.
@ Senator Downey: You think not?
Mr. Leake: Well, I don't recall. I have never owned &

farm.

Senator Downey: Well, have you any interest in any other i




type of property?
Mr. Leake: No.

Sepator Downey: Any stocks or bonds?

Mr. Leake: I bought some stocks, but unfortunately for
me they turned out the wrong way. .qé
Senator Downey: When did you buy them?

Nr. Leake: Senstor Downey, I cannot answer you that. I A;f

have not these records. e
Senator Downey: Do you own stocks or bonds at this tiﬁp?Tég"
Mr. Leake: Yes, Senator Downey. E
Senator Downey: How much do you own?
Mr. Leake: I cannot answer you that, but I believe that
the Treasury Department could give you all of that information.
Senator Downey: Well, glve the committee some idea.
$5,000, $10,000, $25,0007
Mr. Leake: No, I imagine that my fabulous wealth miaht‘
be summed up to around $63,000 or something of that kind.
Senator Downey: Of net value at the present time?
Mr. Leake: I imagine that would go about that way, Sonatoté
Downey . | |
Senator Townsend: Does that include your newspaper holdia’aé
Zenator Downey: That 1s the value of your assets above i
your lisbillities at this time?

Senator Johnson of Golorado: Does that include your equitfﬁ

ir. the publishing company?
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Mr. Leake: I am really rather embarrassed here that I
don't lknow as much about my financisl status as I should, but‘
. I imegine that is correct. And there was -- |
: Senator Downey (Interposing): May I interrupt you a minueﬁi
You imagine what is correct? B
Quu Leake: Fenator Johnson asked me a‘question.
Senator Downey: Do the figures you have given include op f?
do they not include your interest in the paper? | |
Mr. Leake: I am inclined to think that 1t goes not. I
have rmome investments in stocks end there just is not a present
market for them, and I probably have that much --
3enator Downey (Interposing): Let me understand you, Mr.
. Leake. You belleve then that your present net value, that is,
the value of your assets above your liabllitles, excluding your
ownership in the papsr is about $63,000? Is that what you mean
to say?
Nr. Leake: I helleve that 1s about correct, Senator DowneyQ
The Treasury Department could answer you that. They went to my |
auditor and got this ma%erial in detail, and it 1is on record.
Senator Downey: And then besides that you own this publiﬁh;
ing business solely yourself now? }
‘ ‘ NMr. Leake: My mother has a share of the profits.

¥

Sepator Downey: ©She has a share in the income or eomethiné;

¥r. Leake: Yes, sir.

Senator Downey: Do you 8till owe anything on that
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obligation to your brother and the bank?
Mr. Leake: No, Senator.
Senator Downey: But jou conceds that you have at the
. present time a net value outside of the newspaper business of
 $63,1000. Was that about your condition in 19347 |
; ¥r. Leake: No., In 1934, as I recall it, that was when

the deal went through and I was in debt, Senetor Downey.

=

Senator Downey: Well, Mr. Leake, you certainly got value .~

received for all that you borrowed in 1934, didn't you?
Mr. Leake: I grant that.
Sepator Downey: That 1s, 1f you increased your assets,
you likewise increased your liabilities and vice versa, is that
. correct?
Me. Leake: W11l yecu ask that question again, please?
Senator Downey: To whatever extant you increased your
liabilities in 1934, you likevise increased your assets under
Your own statement? O
Mr. Leake: Yas,
Senator Downey: I might say to the Chairman that that 1is.
as far as I am goling to pursue this line of questions. I am
golng Iinto some othor matters now.
| ‘I' Senator Balley: That is for you to determine. If you are
finished with this ohase, you might give Mr. Leake &n opportunity,

1f he wishes, to make any comment or 2dd anything to what he has

said.

st Jh T J§F ]
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Mr. Buck: Mr. Chairman, at the proper time, if you are. v’%
goling into another phase of the subject, I would like to dbe |
heard very briefly. "

Senator Johnson of Colorado: On this point?

Mr. Buck: I have two telegrams here relating to the
American Leglion matter, and I would like to have them put into
the record at this point.

Senator Balley: They may be read into the record.

Mr. Buck: The two telegrams I have here are both dated
January 23%rd, 1940 and addressed to me, and the first one reads:

"STATEMENT CLAIMING PAUL R LEAKE WAS EXPELLED FROM YOLO
POST HUMBER 77 AMERICAN LEGION WOODLAND CALIFORNIA I3 INCORRECT- |
. "NIKE ROACH PA3T COMMANDER."

The second telegram reads:
"PAUL LEAXE MEVER EXPELLED FROM AMERICAN LEGION.HAS ALWAYS
COOPERATED AND IS ALWAYS AN HONORED GUEST AT OUR PARTIES AND
BANQUETS .
"JOHN 0 MILLER FALT COMMANDER YOLO POST NUMBER 77
ANERICAN LEGION."
Senator Balley: Now, let us go ahead in the regular
procedure .
. Mr. Leake: ©Senator Downey, you are acquainted with Arthur
' | 'c. Buston, 1awjer in wéodlandf | | | | |
Sena or Downey: Yes, very intimately.

Mr. Leal® : You would consider Arthur Huston & man of

h



integrity?
Sepator Downey: Oh, yes,
Mr. Leake: A man you could depend on?

Senator Downey: Certeinly.

Mr. Leake: 1 asked Mr. Huston, who is a lewyer in WbodL;:};
to look up this data to which Senator Downey vefers, for me. ﬁa}é
with the ald of the auditor in our office, obtained these fizure&é
and I would like to at this time read thla statement into the g

record, because I believe that 1t c¢lears up the situation.

%3
3

Senator Bailey: All right, if 1t relates to the testimony,

£t

go ahead.

Nr. leake: (Reading) '"Wrodland, California,

January 17th, 1940.
"Mr'. Paul R. Leake,
Collector of Custcms,
San Franc isco, Californla.
"Dear Mr. Leake:
"Phe records show that you claimed your exemptions im the
rfolloving years:

"1921 to 1927, except the year 1923;

1930 to 1934, except the year 1931,
"The exemption claimed in 1933 was not allowed, because b
the State Board of Equalization increased the assessod value

of the County after the Assessment Rolls were made up. The

SEERE TR SN SR

entry on the Roll is as follows:

h)
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"'Valuations shown on this receipt have been incressed
10 per ceut by the State Board of Equalization.' 'Exemption
not allowed on account of ralse of 10 per cent imposed by stato“
Board of Equallzatioa increasing the value of your property in -

excess of $5,000.00.°

"You were alloved, but did not claim, exemptions in the \?
years 1920, 1923, 1928 and 1929, The records also show that .
by reason of your fallure to claim your exemptions in 1920, 1923,;
1928 and 1929, you pald taxes aggregating $126.20 which you
should not have y+ i3, ‘
"Whon you purchased the real property in 1931 from your
~mother and your brother you borrowed the money. Appareﬂtly you
. flgured that your interest in the property was to the extent
of 1ts value less the debt which would give you your exemption,
In any ovent,‘tbe daeds were on record, the assessment was ma&e
up by the County Assessor and he approved and allowed your
exemptlons during the years 1932, 1933 and 1934.
"If you had not claimed your exemptidns for 19}2; 1933
and 1934, your tex would have been increased $107.90. Conse-
quently the net result of this mixup 1s that you have overpaid
$126 .20 and underpaid $107.90.
. "Very truly yours,
Arthur C. Huston.”

Senator Balley: You overpeid on the theory that you were

entitled to the exemption? H




Mr. Leake: That 1s correct.

Senator Béiley: Now, let us see. What was the basis 6f
the exemption?

Mr. Leake: That I waé in the Naval Reserve.

Senator Balley: You could not claim it, though, 1if you
had as much as $5,000 of property?

Mr. Leake: I d1d not have it on the assessment rolls,

Senator Balley: You d1d not have it on the assessment
rolls, but, what 1s the testimony here by you?

Mr. Leake: Pardon me?

Jenator Balley: What 18 the testimony from yourself? The f
testimony from yourself is that you'did have it. That is my

presernt lmpression. Are you saylng that you did not have more

than $5,000 in 19349
Mr. leaks: I received the exemption, Senator.
Senator Balley: There 1s no question eabout that --
Mr. Leake (Interposing): That is correct.

Senator Baliley: But the question is, are you éaying now ;?

thet you did not own more than $5,000 of property?

Mr. Leake: That is correct.

L
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Senator Balley: In 1934 or in any other year in which

you claimed the exemption?

ot S e i St S5

Mr. Leake: That 18 correct.

Senator Bailey: How 40 you reconcile the fact now that yo&ﬁ

stete that you are worth $63,0007 ff




Mr.'Leake: Thet 1s at the present time, Senator.
Senator Balley: Have you made 211 of that money in the ..
last three or four years?
. Mp., Leake: We have done very well, Senator. And I got i
out of debt.
Sepator Balley: Every time you got out of debt, you adde
to your property, of course. '
Mr. Leake: That is correct. I think 1f you gentlemen wtﬁl

Senator Balley (Interposing): Let me ask you ahother
question. It appears here that the Assessor made up the list
for your assessment, but dldn't you file one? Didn't he requiri;
the filing of your property from you, or does he go to the booke

. to fird out what a man is worth?

Mr. Leake: I cannot tell you how he does that, Senator.

i
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Senator Johnson of Colorado: In clalming this exemption,
do you file an affidavit swearing to & certain condition?
Mr. Leske: VYes. ' ,
Jenator Johnson of Colorado: May we see that affidavit?
¥r. Leake: (Handlng paper to Senator Johnson of Colorado)
That i3 just the form, “enator. That 18 not the one that wvas
put ir ¢he record back there.
. Senator Balley: You list your property? You have to 11“»
your property in California? |

Mr. Leake: It is listed, Senator.

3enator Balley: It is listed, but does not the taxpayer

~— gt
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have tq 1ist 1t? I am spesking from my own experience in Norﬁhf
Carolina, I must 1ist my property, emd if I do not, the penal*
is put on me .

Fr. lLeake: Senator, the girl in my office attends to all
of thet, and as Congressman Buck has sald, thet does not happeni
in Califoenia., .

Sernator Balley: Do you leave it altogether to the County‘ é
Asgessor to find out what a man owns?

Mr. Buck: No one is required under penalty to list his
property. Blanks are sent out to everyone, and the Assessor, !
in the cese where the records are not clear, ususlly has a doputy%
follov up and collect those blanks. &

Sepator Billey: Suppose I had $100,000 of United States
Bords 1in Californie. The County Assessor would have no way to
ascertaln tlat.

Mr. Buck: Apd 1f you 41d not want to make & return on
that !n California and did not pay on 1t, the Board of Supervieezg
sittilreg as an Equallzatlon Board would have to make an aasessmonbﬁ
on whothe» you had $100,000 or $10,000 or nothing. |

fenator Balley: I would not be culpable at 811 for not
diseloslirg that I owned that property? i

¥r. Buck: You are not culpable for falling to file a '
rgturr. But 1f you take this risk --

Senator Balley (Interpvsing): Aren't you culpable in

California for falling to disclose your tax liability to the
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tex authorities? |
Mr. Buck: Suppose that for several years you had f&il‘ﬂi

to make any returns yourself, and the Board of Supervisors siﬁf;_
as an Equalization Board, assessed you and subsequently founa 
out that you had more assets thapn you had pald the taxes on, t#g )
could levy some hack taxes onh you. : R
Senator Downey: Kkr. Chalrmen, if I may -- vgg

Senator Balley (Interposing): They could put on the ba¢k¢ﬂ%

taxes and also a penalty?

Mr. Buck: No penalty.

Senator Bailey: I don't see how anyuudy in Celifornia evs
is made to pay taexes. |

¥r. Buck: We have hed some very notable cases in the city f
of San Franclsco 1in years gone by. There was an old genxleman'5§
there --

Senator Bailey (Interposing): Maybe yo: caen get your ham
and eggs' program through if you put your taxes on the books.

(Laughter)

Mr. Buck: It is not my ham and eggs' program. ;

Senator Downey: MNr. Chairman, if I may make this comment, é

even iLf we want to assume that the County Asseasor of Yolo Count#%

d1d not know that ¥r. Leake had $5,000 worth of property of any .

At

kind -- ~é
Mr. Buck (Interposing): Just a moment.

Senator Downey: Will you please ~-

_l--—* E—— 11



Mr. Buck (Interposing): Are you assuming something there?

That le had $5,000 to start with? Thet 1s entirely an assumpt Lof”

. 3enator Downey: We can only belileve under Mr. Leake's évnfg
. statement that he many times that in 1935. Is there any doubt
in the minds of the gentlemeh on the committee on that, or ahalifg
I go bhack over this examinstion agaein? _Eﬂ
Senator Balley: You can suit yourself. I am not going to'ﬁ
make up my mind on this matter until I have heard all of the raqté
Senator Johnson of Colorado: This affidavit which was hﬁ
handed me is 1in the form of & sworn statement that the applicant #
and his wife, or both of them, own nc property in the State of :
California or eisewhsre, except that described im the'annexed
. 1ist and in the assessment 1ist or lists glven this year to othe:"",f
County Assessors as afareséid. and that nelther the applicant |
nor his wife owns, nor do both together own, taxable or non-tes-
able property in the State of Californla or elsewhere of the
value of $5,000 or more. And that 1is supposed to be subscribed
and sworn to before the County Assessor or his deputy. |
Zepator Townsend: May I see thet, Senator?‘
Sepator Johnson of Colorado: Certainly.
Senator Balley: I em golng to put it in the record. That
. ¢clears Lt in my mind. There is an obligation on the taxpayer
to discloae what he has.,

(The paper directed to be inserted in the record is as

follows:)

| _ |
IR | N ]
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Senator Downey: Shall I proceed, Mr. Chairman?
Senator Balley: Yes.

3epator Downey: Mr. leake -~

RU

Jenator Johnson of Colorado (Interposing): Befﬁre we
leave %this polnt, when you started in on this line of examinatioﬁé
Mr. Downey, you stated that you were making no accusations,:. -
that you were simply making an ingulry. Are you leaving it that f
way? Is 1t 8til) an fagulry, or have you reached & éonolusion )
and are you making an accusation?

Zepator Downey: Nr. Chairman, vhat I would like to ask
the permission of the committee to do Is after we conciude the
hearlrg today, 1 would like to have the opportunity to reflect
what will be my course in golng on, and to transmit my decision
to the committea tomorrow, 1f that will be satisfactory. Mr.
Chelrman, I hate to do anything hurriedly; I hate to make any
decision iﬁ a very serious and an unhappy situation, at least
to me, such as thils 1s, withéut some meditation and thought, and
I prefer to walt urtll after ad journment and make up my mind and
then communicate my ldeas to the commlittee tomorrow, if I may do
that.

Senator Balley: I see no objectlion to that. You have a
right to make aa inquliry of this nominee for office.’

Senator Downey: Now, Mr. Leake, you stated here at the
beginning that you did not believe any of us should be actuated

by maliice in our conduct, and while I could not entirely follow
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what you sald I presume &ou meant to intimate that you hed not’
been gullty of malice ever toward me, is that correct?

Nr. Leake: That is correct, Senator.

Senator Downey: Now, Mr. Leake --

Nr. Leaka (Interposing): Senator Downey, ara you going onfg
another tack now? Because then 1 can get these records out of f%
the way. %

Sepator Downey: Yes. /

Senator Bailey: Before we leave that, this affidavit formié
1s now in the record at the ¢onclusion of this phase of the
inqulry?

Senator Downey: Yes, Senator.

Now, Mr. Leake , I hand you here a photostatic copy of
what ourports to be an eéitorial from your publicatlion.

r. Jeake: 1 have & copy of it.

Senator Downey: You are familiar with this particular one{L
are yocu, Mr. Leake? |

Vr. Leake: Yes. |

Senator Downey: Now, Mr. Leske, I want to read this editoéi

: p
lal %5 you and interrogate you about certain particular commenbs §
and sentences, partlcularly as to whether or not they came from J?
your desire to state the truth and in the publie ser#ice,/:ﬁetho$;
they were actuated by melice. The editorial is headed "Whgro

1

Was Mr. Downey," and begins: "Like the sound of an empty rroiahﬁg

traln golng over & bridge, the volce of Sheridan Downey, Con-
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gressional candidate, boomed forth here last night.

"In fact, there was something pitifdl and pathetic in
his talk to ﬁhe Townsenditeg - the spectacle of a bright
man using his bile instead of his brains to beg fortvotes."

Now, you are satisfled with that statement, are you?

Mr. Leake: Yes, Senator.

Sepator Downey: And you feel Jjustified in making a similaisé
statement about me in the future? ‘

Me. lLeake: Yes, sir.

Senator Downey: (Reading)"The absurdity of 1t all defested. .

his attempt to arouse the emotions and passions of pis listenera.jﬁ
"While Mr. Downey again professed & strong friendship ?
for Preosiient Roosevelt, he forgot to explaln his own pro-
found silence during the Townsend convention in Cleveland
when Rev. Alphabet Smith, a disgruntled self-seeking, po-
litlcal preacher, vith broken down arches trying to stand
in the shadow of Husy Long, Jolned with self.ratisfied
Father Coughlin in villifying and 'crucifying' the President."
Now, first le} me ask you, Mr. Lenke, 6140 you hear my
apeech that night?
Mr. Leake: The night that these blasts were made at the
Proesldent and villified the President?
Senator Downey: Mr. Leake, I am asking you if you hesrd - t

Mr. Leake (Interposing): In Woodland?

Senator Downey: Yes.
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Myr. Leake: 1 d1d not.
Senator Downey: Did you have & reporter cover 1t?

Mr. Ieake: Yes, we did.

Sepator Downey: And was the reporter a responsible accur
ate man? |

Mr. Leake: 1 belleve that he was.

Senator Downey: And he reported to you accurately what I L
said, you assumed?

Mr. Leake: Yes.

Senator Downey: And did you take your various comments

statements here from what he told you?
¥r. Leake: On this? Zg
. Serator Downey: Yes. ‘ ‘
Mr. Leake: Ixceptlng the first part of that, Senator; it ;
was based more on that Townsend convention.
Senator Downey: All right. 'You stated in referemnce to
my spaach in Woodlsnd: "Wnile Mr. Downey again professed
strong friendshlp for Presldent Roosevelt, hé forgot to explain f;
his own profound silence during the Townsend convention in
Cleveland when Rev. Alphabet Smith, & disgruntled self-seeking,
political preacher, with broken down arches trying to stand
‘ in the shadow of Huey Long, joined with self-satisfied Father
Coughlin in villifying and 'crucifying' the President.”
D1d you hear my speech back in Cleveland there?

Mr. Leake: ©No, I did not, Senator Downey. I have looked  §

m“l—llull .
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&% the newspaper files and cannot find that you made a spsech
! | at the time that Gomer Smith spoke. |
‘I’ Senator Downey: And 1t 1ls on the basis of the examinatloﬁ
of certaln papers that you based that statement? '
Mr. lLeake: Yas. We have acted in good faith.
Senator Downey: Did I claim in my statement that I had
spoken in behalf of President Roosevelt?
Mr. Leake: You mean in Woodland?
Senator Downey: Yes.

Mr. Leake: 1 am not exactly familiar with that. If you

had, 1t 1s probably in here. We have a news account of your
speech.

Senator Downey: The editorial continues:

"It was Gomer Smith, vice president of the Townsend
national organization and not Mr. Downey, who arose gallantly
to defend the President when his defamers characterized him
as a 'liar', a ’betrayer'.and & 'double crosser.' Even in
& mesting of the Communists or avowed Reds, such an attack
would have met with a storm of lndignatlion and protest, and
probably an 8. 0. 5. for the police car.

"For exarclsing his right of free speech and for replying
‘ to this unbecoming abuse of the head of ocur government, Gomer

Smith, if Dr. Townsend had had his way, would have been read éﬁ
out of the old-age tax organization. Gomer Smith 1is no :

longer a member of our group,' shouted Dr. Townsend.

\*‘ N
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"And while this anti-American demonstration was in pro-
gress, where was Sheoridan Downey? |

"D1d one word drop from his 1lips in defsehse of his
‘friend' - the President of the United States?" oy

Now, I want to call your attention particularly to the

next sentence:

"He was at the convention more prospérous looking than
a divorce lawyer in Reno, as persuasive as an sutomobile
salesman with & new prospect and busier than s tick on a

turtle." Is that the kind of language you habitually employ

when you are not maliclous? i

Gk

Mr. Leake: There 1s no malice behind that, Senator Downeyﬁi
‘ Senator Downey: No malice? -
Mr. Leake: No.
2epnator Downey: What report did you have as to how I
conduc ted myself back at the Cleveland convention?
Nr. Leake: We have seen the wirse service raports, Sonstér;t
Senator Downey: D1d that carry anything to you t¢ justify;;
your saylng that I was more prosperous looking than a divorce |
lavyer 1n Reno?
Kr. Leake: Well, Senator Downey, I think you always look
. prosperous. | |
Senator Downey: I see. You say "..and as persuasive as

an automobile sales..".

Mr. Leake: I think you are very perauaa;ve.

I | _I_-_." 1 T e
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Senator Downey: {Reading) "...busier than a tick on

a turtie."

¥r. Leake: You had been very busy, so fer as I have been .
able to seve in the last few ysars.

Senator Downey: And you went to convince this committee, g
Mr. Leake, that you could write thet kind of language about a
candidate for public office and not have malice?

Kr. Leake: That is correct. ,

Senator Downey: (Reading) "But this 'devoted admirer’ or:£
Mr. Rocsevelt never mede & single ﬁove to stop the dilsgraceful »
attack.

"In silencing Gomer Smith, Dr. Townsend, an advocate
of pure and unadulterated democracy, was himself, practicing
autocracy with an iron hand.

"But d1d Mr. Downey object? Not on your life.

"Would the former Epic leader and apostle of Upton Sin-
clair risk losing taat weekly fee as the lawyer of Dr.
Townsend to support his 'friend' - the President?"

liow, Mr. ILeaks, did you have any knowledge as to whether
when I was I1n that conventlion at that time, whether I was drawing?
any cempensation from the Townsend organization? |

Mr. lLeake: 1 bhelieve it Qas in the Congressional Record,
Mr. Downey --

Senator Downey (Interposing): Now, Mr. lLeake, just listonii

carefully to my question. I have already stated this to the
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committee, that for two or three months I did receive $250 a
week to take care of the expenses of my law offige in Sacraﬁoptd
and my expenses here, including my personal expenses &and the ﬁ
lawyer 1 had to employ in Sacramento. I am asking you th;s.
Mr. Leake, 418 you have anything which entitled you to say that  §
at the time of that convention that I was receiving money from
the Townsend organization?

¥r. leake: That was my understanding.

Sgnator Downey: From whom did you understand 1t?

Mr. Leake: I had read accounts of 1t, amd I thipnk --

Senator Downey (Interposing): You knew of course -- o

Senator Balley (Interposing): Let him answer the question.:
Give him & chance.

Mr. Leake: I think that was brought out in the Oongroaatcff
-- the Townsend Congressional hearing, as I remember. I may dDe
mistaken.

Senator Downey: MNr. Leake, don't you know that the Con-
gressional hearing :iook place months before the Townsend con-
vention took place?

ir. Leake: Yas, that 1s correct.

Senctor Downey: Then, of course, nothing that was sald
in the Congressional hearings could indicate any condition that
existed at the time of the national convention, Qould 182

Mr. Leake: That is right, but I had no reason to believe

that that fee had been cut off.




112

Y
R
< il

Senator Downey: Did you ask me anything about 1it?

b L

Mr. Leake: No.

Senator Downey: But you made the charge here in bald _
larguage several times -- I willl read it later -~ that the roaa;iﬁ
that I d1d not speak in defense of Frankllin Roosevelt was boca:#%
1 would lose gold or money from the Townsend organization. Thatb
1s correct, isn't 1t°? :

Mr. lLeake: That 1s ecorrect.

Sepator Downey: Upon what did you base that? o

Mr. Leake: Fecause I really believed that. You were %
Vgetting, I tbought, a nice fee there, and it looked to me liko h
You might jeopardize your fee.

. Senator Downey: And you would have acted the way -~ 1if
you had been in my place -- that you assumed that I did act?

¥r. lsake: No, I would not have acted as you did.

Senator Downey: Then why did you assume I d14°?

¥r. Leake: 1 would have defended the President.

Senator Downey: Wwhy did you assume that I d1d7?

Vr. Leake: The wire reports, so far as I have been able to
ascertain, never crodited you with making a speech.

Serator Downey: Mr. Chairman, I want to reiterate very

o briefly what I said before. Could I make a full comment upon
this situation?

Senator Balley: I think you had better not. Let us get E

through and then have the comments. The rules here are very oaa:f

. ‘ — H



Nr. Buck wished to make a statement, and I thought --
Sepator Downey (Interposing): I made elther two or three
speeches in defense of President Roosevelt in that convention.
Senator Batley: You can say all that later. Let us go
ahead with the witness and the testimony, and make such commen.s .
as you please afterwards. |

Senator Downey: (Reading) " In behalf of Mr. Roosevelt, -

.
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Mr. Downey in Cleveland was as useless as a 'busted’ relative.

£

1:-5«;;“ x

"He has eloguence and talent as & speaker. He could
have Jjoined with Gomer Smith and stopped that shameful dem-
onstration against the President the minute it started, but ,j
visuallzing only his fee and the Townsend votes he might get
for Congress he remalned asunemotionsl as a veterinarian : -
pulling o dog's tooth."

3t11l nothing malicious sbout the statement?

Mr. Leake: “hat iLs correct.

Senator Downey: (Reading) "The opportunity for Mr.
Downe; afforded a teat of his proclaimed friendship for the man

who hns already done more for the aged and the poor and the dis- |

tressed than sny nstional leader in this generation, but he fail-’

.
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to respond. His was a case of fear and jitters, realizing that
he might be pouring gold out of his own pockets if he dared to
defy Dr. Townsend and the assaillants of the President. When

'silence 1s golden' depend upon it that Mr. Downey will hold

his tongue."
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Any malice in that statement?

Mr. Leake: There is not.
. Senator Downey: I want to ask you 1f you know of one raol
in\my political or public career indicating that any of my p&bLAJ
acts were ever motivated by a desire for gold or money. Do you 
know of & single one? If you.do, tell 1t.
Mr. Leake: I cannot answer that guestion.
Senator Downey: As a matter of fact, NMr. Leake, you knovfgé
necessarily that I had been advocating pensions long before thnjf%
became politically popular, haven't I? ‘ i
Mr. leake: I cannot say that I do. ;é
2enator Downey: Did you not know that the first time i ;
. ran against Mr. Buck in 1932, that I was then edvocating ponsion_ﬁf
Mr. Leake: I have not any recollection of it now, but I '?é
could £ind out from my Cile.. :
Senator Downey: I can assure you it 1s true, Mr. Leake.
Have you ever read any of my books?
Fr. Leake: No, I have not. '_§
Senator Downey: You knew I had written certain books, k
"Onward America" among them?
Mr. lLeake: I had heard of them.
. Senator Downey: And you felt justified in making the

statements you 41d about me ovar s course of years without even fv

examining one of my publications?

R e T

q;

Mr. Leeke: No, I have not had the time.
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Senator Downey: Did you éver hear one of my speeches?.
- Mr. Leske: If I have not, I guess I am the only one that.

:. has not.

: Senator Downey: Well, Mr. Chairman, I cannot laugh at
that sort of thing.

Mr. Leake: Pardon me.

Jepator Balley: He asked you wle ther you had ever heard
the Senator speak. Have you?

Mr., Leake: No, 1 have not.

Senator Downey: Could you state to the committee right nov:.f
what rou 't;hi.hk my economlc ldeas arrre?

fir. Leake: No, 1 could no't.

. Senator Johnson of Colorado: Senator, may I ask a questibn,
there? At the time you wrote this editorial, you wrote without
melice and you supposed that these facts were facts?

Fr. leake: That 18 correct.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: That is what you thought at
the tlime you wrote them?

lir. lLeake: Yes.

senator Johnson of Colorado: Do you still think you stuck .
to the truth and all of the alleged facts In there are feaots?

’ Do you still belleve that that was & truthful description and &
truthful statement?

Mr. Leake: Yes, I do.‘

Senator Johnson of Colorado: You still believe that that '

. ~ '
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1s the case?

Senator Downey: Reiteratihg the last sentence again, Juaﬁ f
to pick 1t up: "When 'silence 1s golden' depend upon 1t that
Mr. Downey will hold his tongue." You state, Mr. Leake, that
you have not got any specific evidencé or incident upon which
you base the right to make that statement?

Nr. Leake: Well, 1t appeared evident to me, Nr. Dovney,
at that time. i

Senator Downey: In relation to the Townsend convention?

¥Mr. lLeake: That 1s correct.

Senator Downey: (Reading) "Mr. Downey was more occupied i
in Cleveland than Ghandi slapping at mosquitoes; so much so,‘in
fact, he couldn’t find time to utter a single word 1ln condemna-
tion of the palr of speakers who debauched their own standiné
as 'men of the cloth.'

"And yet this is the man who professes to be a true
Democrat, & friend of the President.

"Congressman Clarence Lea and Frank Buck will not offer
$200 & month, or any other sum, or other people's monsy for
votes. They have very frankly expresssd the belief that
1t 1s folly to take from those who earn to give to those
not in nead or to others greatly in excess of their need.

"Mr. Downey, who pays no more attention to facts than &

rabbit does to birth control, 1s not so much concerned about

the aged as he 1is their ballots."
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Again I ask you, d1d you know that for many years prior
to the popularity of pensions, that I ha¢ been writing and apodk
ing advocating them? 3

Mr. Leake: No, Senator, I did not,

Senator Downey: What do you mean when you state that "Mr.,ké
Downey peys no more attention to fa¢ts than a rabbit does to |
birth control.” WL1l you tell me what spécific facts you kﬁqv‘ ;
that ] ever misrepresented? F

Kr. Leake: Well, Senstor Downey, I thought that you vere
very careless in your statements during the campaign about con~f¥§
gressman Buck, and particularly careless in your campalgn againiﬁ?
Senator McAdoo. That was after this time, I will admit. :

Senator Downey: Lot us Just £ind out what you based this ;
on, Mr. lLessake. What statement 413 you think that I -had made
about lr. Buck that justified your castigating my integrity that
way? |

Mr. Leake: Well, Senator, it had been charged, I think by
you and certainly by men who were working with you and you comp- -
doned it, that Mr. Buck Jas a tool of the blg interests, that ha';
had no interest in the poer people and the down-trodden. Doos‘
that answar your quastion? I don't think that that was true.

Senator Downey: That, of course, does not ansver my ques- ..

tion, Mr. Leake, because there 1s just no truth in it. Whoever .:

told you that I ever villified or personally attacked Frank Buck

Nr. Leake: 1 did not say that you villified or personally
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attacked him, but I thought that you vere careless with your i
é facts concerning Frank Buck. E

Senator Downey: What made you think that I was careless

i of my facts concarning Frank Buck? ;
| Mr. Leske: I thought, Senator, that you permitted many ’wé
of your leaders who were speaking for you, you condoned the atatéﬁ
mente that they made about Mr. Buck. :
Senator Downey: What leaders?
Mr. Leake: I will have to get the names. We have records -;
Senator Downey (Interposing): Before you look those up,~
do you know of your own knowledge any misstatement that I ever
made concerning Mr. Buck? |
. Mr. Leake: No, I do not.
Senator Downey: You can put that in later if you want.
Now, here we come down to & specific charge: (Reading)"Probably -
least desorving of recognition last night was the Eplc diaoiplo'if
charge that all chaambers of commerce are supporting kr. Buck..” h
Do you know that I made such a charge as that? | |
Mr. Leake: The reporter so reported.
Senator Downey: That 1 had said that Mr. Buck did have
the support of the chambeérs of commerce?
¢ Mr. Leake: Yes.

Senator Downey: Did not Mr. Buck?
Mr. Leake: Not that I know of.

Senator Downey: Did you make any inquiry?

)
b
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Mr. Leake: The infersence, of coursé, there 1s that the

Chambers of Commerce were just bodily for Congreéssman Buck, andl

. maybe they were, but I knew that Congressman Buck had never dvoti
visited our Chamber of Commerce. |

Senator Downey: Now, Mr. Leeke, if as & matter of fact it.“
was true that all of the chambers of commerce in that Dongr#autf%
ai District were supporting Mr. Buck and working for him, their %
members and their leaders, was I gullty of any misstatement -- 'E

Mr. Leake (Interposing): No, I don't think so. s

Senator Downey: Why are you charging me then with mis-
conduct in making that statement if 1t was true?

Mr. Leake: I have not charged you with misconduct in that g
statement.

Senator Downey: (Reading) "Such misstatements mean noth-
ing to the conscience of the crafty attornsy who seeks to pull
the wool over the eyes of the decrepit." VYes, I did make that
statement that Mr. Buck was so fortunate as to have the support,
so fay a8 1 knew, of every chamber of commerce in the distriet,
and all of thelr leaders. That is true. Why do you charge me
of having been gullty of misrepresentation when you, Mr. Leake,
knew 1t was true? You knew 1t was true? |

. ¥r. Leake: As far as our chamber of commerce was concerned;

o

I cannot say that Mr. Buck had ever done dnything to get that
support or that he had that support.

Senator Downey: Do you know of a single officer or

_
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prominent member of your Chamber of Commerce that was not

supporting Mr. Buck?

. Mr. Leake: No, I do not.

Senator Downey: And yet you were willing to castigate

2l

me virtually as a liar because 1 said somathiné, Mr. Leaks, that ?
everybody in the District, including Mr. Buck, knew was the
truth?

Mr. Puck: Wait & minute, Mr. Chairman. I am golng to
ask permission to interpose the’re,~ because 1 categorically deny
that I kpew what the Senator has sald. I did not have the aup-»"éﬁ"f
port of & single chamber of commerce. I don't know whether any
member of & chamber of commerce voted for Senator Downey or

. myself under any clircumstances, and I never visilted the WOOG]-‘“‘"*‘;;
fhamber of Commerce, the Stockton Chamber of Commerce, or sever&l;
others during the entire campaign. |

Serator Johnson of Colorado: Wouldn't you have been glad
to have had their support?

Mr. Buck: I would have been proud to have had 1t. But
that 1 knew that I had their support ls not a correct statoment.’g‘f}
I am glad to have had their support, but don't say that I knew 1t

Senator Bailey$ The question 1s -whebther Mr. Leake knew |

. that you haed the support of the chamber of commerce.
Mr. Buck: The only reason I arose, somewhat impetuocusly,

Mr. Chairmen, is that the Senator has stated that I knew that ;

this was true. I don't know whether Lt is true or not.

IR T T T TN g
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‘Federat lon of Labor ‘as well, as far as that is concerned, but

Senstor Johnson of Colorado: In a political campaign,
a person does not know that anything is true. You don't know
who are for you 6r who are againaﬁ you until after the votes
are countad,'so far as knowing is concerned.

Mr. Buck: That is very true.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: After you are elected, they"'

R}

;
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are 81l for you. But the point I wes trylng to make 15, are

g

you ashamed to have had the support of the chamber of commorcc?‘fé

Mr. Buck: Certalnly pot. I had the support of the Ambricf(

they were on record. I have no record about the chamber of 1@
gommerce .

Senator Downey: Mr. Chairman, for the purposes of the
record, I want to admit that Mr. Leake's statement is correct '
that I did say, not in any invidious or improper vay, that Mr.
Buck d1d have the support of the chambers of commerce of our
district, which from personal contact with the leaders, most of
whom I knew very well, I knew to be true. What I am saying is

that 1 object to what Np. Leake saild taat "Such misstatements” .- 3

referring to this issue we have Jjust been discussing "mean nothijf

to the consclence of the crafty attorney who seeks to pull the f?

i

wool over the eyes of the decrepit." And you would say there ﬁndg

no malice in that statement?
Mr. Leake: That 18 correct.

Senator Downey: (Reading) "In last night's talk, he was
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as futile as a robin serenading & riveter when he told how he .
pad spurned $15,000 worth of financinyg for his campaign becaus

. : he 'will not place in jeopardy my politicael liberty.' It is as

cap off & tube of toothpaste."
Now, Mr. Leake, what could you possidbly know about jwha.t
campaign funds I took and what ones I refused?
Mr. Leake: I believe you made a statement about it. This l
$15,000, as I recall it, should hafre been $10,0QO, butr I think o
you mede some such statement as that, Senator Downey.
Senator Downey: Yes, upon further reflection and reconoc-,‘_;;
. tion thera was another item of $5,000 -- that 18 correct. Which(:f‘
was offered me for my campaign financing. I vent to correct my
testimony, and I am glad you called my attention tc‘that:, Mr.
Leake. Nr. Leake, let me ask you thls, how would you po3sibly
know what campaign funds I had been offered and refused?
Mr. leake: I beslieve you made the statement yourself and
wag sort of boastful about it.
Senator Downey: All right. And you knew what they: vero?'-‘:
Did you kaow they were not offered me?
. lir. Leake: I belleve you said that they were, Senator.

If my recollection is correct; I may be mistaken.

Senator Downey: Yes, but how d1d you kinow that I had not )

refused them? The truth about it, Mr. Leake, is that the chain '

s
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stores had through thelr lobbyist offered me $10,000 as a cam-
paign fund, and I refused that $10,000. Now, is not your

‘ article a denial of my truthfulness in thet statement?

.";

Mr. Leake: No, I think not. I was expressing some 1ittlof%
doubt about 1t, Senator. :

Senator Downey: (Reading) "In last night's talk, he was
as futile as & robin serenading a riveter when he tolé how he .
had spurned $15,000 worth of financing for his campalign because
he 'will not place in Jaop&rdy my political Mberty.' It is
as reasonable to fall for that hokum as it 1s to believe the
fellow who swore he never 1lost & collar button and never dropped~ﬁ
the cap off a tube of toothpaste." |

Now, d1d you not mean by that lenguage to say that I lied
when I said thét 1 had been offered campalgn funds and had re.
fused them?

Mr. Leake: I might answer that this way, Senator. I don't
believe that there was anything -- that you deliberately falsiflsg
on that proposition -- but I think I might have been a little
blt cerelsss with the facts there. |

Senstor Downey: in other words, I suppose you elther as.
sumed that i personally would not refuse campaign funds whatevar
‘I’ their source or that no other candidate for public office would?

| One or the other, 1is that right? |
Mr. Leake: I was not classifying any other candidate.

Senator Downey: Just me?

— —  — T-——--E T 1
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Mr. Leake: Yes.

]

Sepator Downey: Consequently, what you meant to infer ié

wes that you just d1d not think that 1 had been offered campaign .

funds that I‘refused? - ?
Mp. Leske: 1 410 not say that I did not. I 614 say "as

futlle as & robin serenading a riveter." I think that your

audience had some doubts.

N Senator Balley: You referred to it as "hokum". What did |

you mean by "hokum"? You did not meen the men was lying, didyou?”

Mr. Leake: No, I would say that I think he was a little

¢

Senator Balley: What is political hokum? Let us get that :

blt carelsass,

. in the record. Let us get that in the record. It 1s not lying?
Mr. leake: No, 1t 18 not. :
Senator Bailey: It is grandstanding, isn't 1t?
Mr. Leake: Yes. 1 think that is correct. I think the
Senator has expressed the meaning of that word in a way that I
agree with.
Senator Balley: If a man charged me with getting off hokum
I don't think that I wouid charge him, because he used that exp::-
sion about what I sald, with having accused me of 1lying. .
. Mr. Leake: It 1s more of a grandstand play.
Senator Bailey: I think I know where the word comes frbmz?f
1t comes from the falr grounds where you see the spealer up there:

trying to sell something or trying to get you into a side show.

y , 4
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He 1s not 1lying to you; he 1s getting off a lot of talk. I -
think the Suprame Court of North Carolina held that a reaaonabiof
amount of lylng in the case of selling a cash register was alldwi
able, not on the ground thet the man was lying, but that he had
a right to stretch things a little. That would be hokum,
wouldn't it?

Nr. Leake: Fuprther more .-

Senator Bailey (Interposing): Isn't that what you had 1n;f*

mind?

Mr. Leake: That is correct. And furthermore, I don't
think there was any maliclous intent on Senator Downey to mis-
lead anyone. ,

Senator Balley: I think "hokum" eliminates the malicious TE
1dea. Don't you, Sepator?

Senator Downey: Perhaps it does. But in the next aohtencé[
the gentleomen comes to the 1ie direct, Mr. Chairmen, so we vill &
pess 1it. -

Senator Balley: I am walting to get to that, but I thoughgg
that we would clear up the word "hokum". fﬁ

Senator Downey: (Reading) "Townsend political candidates 4
will get nowhere by abusing and lying about their épponenta.“'
What is the lie thiat you refer to there?

Mr. Leake: Well, there had been, I think by Townsend

candidates, particularly those who were working for you, Saﬁator §

Downey --
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Senator Downey (Interposing): Walt a minute, You were
talking about candidates; mnot workers. Was there more than
one candidate?

Mr. Leake: Well, you were a candidate.

Senator Downey: That is right. You were talking about

me?

Mr. Leake: I thought that you were more or less ear#lcsql
in the assembling of your data and the presentation of your‘iﬁff
mation. 1 don't think, Senator Downey, that you intended delik. .
ately to mlslead the people, but I believe you probably had thbf f
wrong facts.

Senator Balley: You did not intend, by the use of the
vord "lie" the implication of its essential meaning of a malicici
ly made false statement for the purpose of deceiving?

Nr. Leake: That is correct.

Senator Balley: 1 think your words "hokum" and "lie" -- Q

"hokum" connotes the meaning of what you meant by "lie", and

the use of those words in that sense with regard to what a
political candidate sald would refer particularly to exaggeratlég

i

or hokum, or & little distortion in rhetoric, - that that was .
necessarlly wrong. He may make & false lmpression, but he 1is
within the bounds of oratory, isn't he? Editors can do that,
can't they?‘ None of us get things exactly right. Let us take -
your editorial here, for example. This editorial got rather

vadly out of perspective, didn't 1t? You sald that he was as

S
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futile as a robin serenading a riveter. You d1d not mean that
literally? That was Just a general expreésion?
Mr. Leake: It is a.generality. Certainly there was no “fé
malice behind that, Senator Downey. I think from some other .
statements that hsd been made, we had reason to assume that you;%

were maybe misinformed or maybe a little bit careless in assowbﬁf¥

your informaetion and in presenting it. F

Zenator Downey: Let me read the sentence --

Senator Bailey (Interposing): Wouldn't you say there wasl;z
& certaln amount of hokum in your editorial? ”

Mr. Leake: Yes, I would.

Senator Balley: Over-salesmanship. For example, you saidfﬁ
here that the Senator's volce was so much like the sound of an .
empty frelght traln going over a bridge. You did not mean that
literally?

Mr: Leake: 1 think the Senetor will admit that he has

8 good vgicé.
Senator Balley: You sald that it boomed like the sound of
an empty frelght train goling over & bridge.. A train does not

boom in golng over a bridge. My point 1s that there is a conzrq—?

- diction. It is the kind of rhetoric that a newspaper man or

an editor would write, so you do not mean that Senator Downey
should teke 1t literally that you called him a liar?

Mr. Leake: I had no intention to.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: At & previous hearing the
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other day it was testifled by Mr. Buck and others that this ‘véi
was & very heated campalgn, and that this editorial was written |
in the heat of & campaign, but Mr. Leaske comes before us now
and tells us he is of the same opinion still, that he thinks h§
nad nothing but facts in that editorial, and that he believes no
Just a8 he believed them the day he wrote thém. I understoo&
the other day that Mr. Leake wrote this editorial in a red-hét fif
campaign and that afterwvards he d1d not follow it up, and that -
while he is not supposed to have supported Senator Downey in

his race for the Senatorship, that he did not oppose him, that

3
¥

he just closed up and did not say anything more. I supposed thaﬂ

the statements made the other day was that this was & heated camé%
paign and that Mr. Leake d1d not still feel that way about Mr.
Downey. I would lilke to have Mr. Leake's statement on that.

That 1s important to me.

Mr. Leake: Of course, Senator Johnson, I did not say that-f
this is the first time that I testified -- but I think that probqé
ably we all get carriled away by our emopions at times. As a é
newspaper men, undoubtedly I have made mistakes the same as anycﬁf
else, hut I would like to say at this time that?ﬁﬁenator Downey;g%
if there was anything in error in this editorial, he had ample ;
time to give me a ring or have someone come in, and we would be

glad to present his side of the story. If we mlsrepresented ‘1*?

anything, the columns were open to Senator Downey, but he made f

no complaint.
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Senator Johnson of Colorado: You testified here & while:
ago that after this edltorial was writtem, after this campaign‘
was closed, that you and Mr. Downey shook hands?

Mr. Leake: That 1s correct.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: And that you thought that
the inc ident was c¢losed?
Mr. Leake: Yes.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: And that you parted in &

friendly way? .Qé

Mr. Leake: Yes. o

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Now, you resurrect this |
editorlal and make the statement here before us that this is
st1ll your opinlon.

Mr. Leake: You mean at the present time?

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Yes.

Mr. Leake: I have not classified the whole editorial
that way, Senator.

Jenator Johnson of Colorado: I would just like to know
vhat you do think of that editorial now? Just give us the plain'i
unadulterated truth of the matter, whet you think of that edttopgi
ial at the present time and its present application to Senator -
Downey.

¥r., leake: Well, I think --

Senator Johnson of Colorado (Interposing): I am more 1ntor{

ested in knowing hov you feel toward Senator Downey novw than hovri
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you felt in 1936.

Mr. Leake: I have stated the truth, Senator, when I
opened with my little plea here or my little talk to you Sonacqgé
I bear no malice toward Senator Downey. I feel that in these
political campaigns, a man who 1s running for public office 1°,:ﬂw
that he is in the public 1light, and he is subject to public U
serutiny, and if a newspaper disagrees with him, 1t is the navs;jg
papor's right to say why the newspaper 1s not in accord with hi‘
views. I think on the other hand --

Senator Johmson of Colorado (Interposing): It is the duty
of a newspaper, lsn't 1i4? ‘:

Mr. Leake: That is correct. And 1f there 1s any newspappgé
that has mede any mlsstatement of fact, 1f the newspaper 1is ki
worthy of the name, the newspaper will take back that statambnt('f
and give the other side of the story. We have always prided mw«--'j
selves on the fact that we have tried to run that kind of a navo;f
paper, and that was one of the reasons why at the opening of thﬁ,5
heafing today, I asked permission to read into the record the -
statement by the Republican County Central Committee as well aa\
the Democratic Central Committee.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Yes, but you seem very
determined here today to not back up one inch on that dditorial;_i
You do not even like to call it hokum. You like to feel that |
your statement should be accepted and that you are standing by

it, and you don't want to back away from it in the slightest

-
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degree.

Mr. Leake: I am willing, Senstor -- 1ﬁ

Senator Johnson of Colorado (Interposing): And 1if you ~j€f

Mr. Leake (Interposing): Pardon me. I am willing to tak&fﬁ
a few expressions 1n there and ¢larify them, dbut I don't know o
that there 1s anything for me to back up on.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Suppose that we reverse this -
matter. Suppose thdat Senator Downey had written that kind of ;
an editorial about you, and suppose Senator Downey would say
thet he stlll felt that way about it, would Senator Downey be
obnoxious to you?

Mr. Leake: DNo, he would not. I do not dislike a man
because he dislikes me.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: What does "obnoxious" mean?

Mr. Leake: You will have to ask Senator Downey.

Senétor Johnson of Colorado: I would like to hsve you
define whet "melicious" means. You say that you are not malicic:
I would like you to tell me what think "malicious" wpuld be. |

Mr. Leake: To be maliclous, Senator Johnson, I think ono'ﬁ
should want to injure & person's charscter or defame the man.

Senator Townsend: What was the motive underlying the
editorial?

Mr. Leake: Well, I thought, Senato? Townsend, that Senatég:
Downey was not exactly consistent wher he maid that he was aucl‘t‘

8 bosom’friend of President Roosevelt, why he did not, as 1

-
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thought, speakin defense of the President at the Townsend
convention, and we were trying to bring out that point. I am
frank to sy that maybe we were a little emotional when ve wWrots:
that editorlal, the same way that Senator Downey has admitted |
that he has become smotional at times. At least, I have read
that concsrning Senator Downey --

Senator Downey (Interposing): I do not become emotional 'gf
and abuse a lot of people. I may become emotional about the Wﬁ
unheppy plight of the old people and the WPA workers and fhings ié
like that, and for 30 years I have been speaking and no one can‘;g
ever sey that I made a wilfully false statement adbout anybody §
or an abusive statement. Mr. Buck himself cennot find one persod;
who #ver heard me say one word in abuss or villification of'any~';
body. I have never done 1t in the United States Senate, I have f
never done 1t in the courtroom and I have never done it in any
campaign, and I never will do it.

Mr. Leake: Well, Senator Downey, since you have brought
that up, I wiil refer to another matter. In the 1938 cambaign
with Senator MeAdoo, yor sat back while Senstor MeAdoo in
Southern California was charged with fraud and miarepreaontationg;
and sven the red herring of the Ku Klux Klan was brought into the
campaign. These charges were made by men who were working for B
you, including your campaign manager, and I have never seen any

retrection on your part. That campaign was more than heated.

There is nothing that I have written about you that compares with:
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abuse that was heaped upon Sepator McAdoo, and that was your
campalgn.

S8enator Downey: Are you through?

Mr. lLeake: Yes.

Semator Downey: In the first place, I knew nothing about.
the truth or the veraclity about the charge that Senator MoAdoo
vas a Ku Klux Klanner; I khew nothing about any such charges .
being brought, and I regretted it from strictly a political viev.
point, because such charges as that do not gain you votes, but g .
they lose you votes, and that was one thing about Senator HBAdoé%?
which I knew only when I heard that some anonymous persons had
delivered thati sort of circulars. Likewise, I never made any
charges about Senator McAdoo's law practice or the use of rodoraif
patronage in the south of California for his own purposes. I
knew nothing of the fact whether the charges made regarding
Senator McAdoo were true or false. I never repeated them, I
never had anything to do with them. Coartain pesople who had boon %
closely assoclated Wwith Senator NMcAdoo became 1nv§1vod in a connfﬁ
troversy and a struggle with him, and they d1d make very serious. '
charges. - Those people I hardly knew at that time. I had not ';5
even met John D. Elllctt when he made the charges, or Pearson ,
Hall. Those pooplev;atar came to support me, but I had nothing
to do with any sbuse or charges made against Senator MeAdoo. '.é

Nr. Leake: Senator Downey, did I imply that they were not

supporting you at the time thet these charges were made by thc@? f
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Senator Downey: You are entirely wrong. MNr., Pearson
Hall was in the field agalnst Senator McAdoo for six or eight
months. 1 had never even met Pearson Hall at that time, nor
John D. Elliott. They made all of thesevcharges during that‘ o .
period of time. It 1s true that about half of Los Angeles conef
tinued to make the charges, at least half of the people that I
talked to. I never investigated them -- I did not care. I waa“ﬂ
standing for certain economic principles in California, the du@ié%
tion of control of aexcess savings, and the question of decent f;é
Christian pensions, and that 1s all that I talked. 1 was not i
even intérested in these other things.

Mr. Leake: Isa't it true that you stood by and allowed:
these various attacks to be made on Senator lNcAdoo? ’

Senator Downey: I had nothing to do with the attacks. Thif
were not made on my behalf or for me or by me.  Nr. NeAdoo and
Mr. Hall and Mr. John Ellliott were engaged in law sults a year
before I ever met them. They vwere the outgrowth of five or six i
vyears of struggles down in Los Angeles over patronage. i

Mr. Leake: These accusations were made during your campaigf
and you d1d nothing whatever to stop them, did you? ‘

Senator Downey: Of course I did not. I was endeavoring
to campalgn on economic issues in Californis, and I never made czé
-- the only thing thet I over seriously charged Senstor keAdoo ;;

vas because of the statement that I was told by a hundred perlonif

A

that he made thet an American family ought to be able to 11ve4in
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decency and comfort on $35 a month, and théy wers lucky to got?
it from the public. That was the thing that flnalli lost Sena-
tor McAdoo his election in California. As far as the charges -
of the Ku Klux XKlan --

Senator Balley (Interposing); The whole point is, Senator
that a candidate for office could not possibly undertake to cpr;3

rect all of the statements that his frilends make or that his

opponents make. You cannot correct everything.

. E
Jenator Downey: I must admit, Senator, that I did not qut}w
understand your statement. %

Senator Balley: You could not correct the misstatements.
made by the men who dld not like Senator McAdoo. You were ru@ni4€
but you did not take any responsibility for them. You may have B
gotten the benefit of it.

Senator Downey: I most certainly did not, Mr. Chairman,

and more than that, 1 deeply regretted that these personal ani-~
mosltiss and controversies cropped up in Southern California.
I live in Northern California and they all live in Southern ?
Californis, Nr. Elliott and Mr. Hell. Incidentally, I had reppa.-ff?
sented Mr. McAdoo in the campaign in Csalifornia, at least in- |
Sacramento County.

Senatoﬁ Balley: To turn the matter around, you would not ’f
hold Mr. Buck respomsible for Mr. Leake's editorial? |

Senator Downey: Not in the slightest. ~é

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Mr. Leake seems to have .

-
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complained in several places here because you have. not defendeq’:

other folks. He was greatly aggrieved because you did not 4o 'Q

certain things at & convention in Ohio. Now he 1is complaining

because you 6id not take up every little dog fight that someone -

else started in your campalign in California against Senator

McAdoo. Isn't it & fact that you don't engage in other people’ a;

dog filghts?
Senator Downey: That is true, 3Senator Johnson, and now
that my memory 1s refreshed, I said at least fifty times in

California that Mr. McAdoo had been one of the outstanding men

of this nation, that he vas a man of extraordinery intellect &nd'f

character, and 1 never personally attacked him on any grpdnd
whatsoever. I 4did attack his sconomic ideas and promoted my own.
Very possibly this committee might think that Senator MeAdoo
vas right in that --

Senatof Bailey: No. I have never been a follower of
McAdoo's. Will you take that out of the record?

Senator Downey: I will withéraw that.

(Laughter)

Senator Downey: If I may returr to this, Now, Mr. Leake,
I want & categorical answer on these questions if you can give
it to me, please, The editorisal states:

"pownsend political candidates will get nowhere by sbusing

and 1ying sbout their oppovents." First, I want to ask you, do ;i

you knovw of any single instance in which I ever abused Nr, Buck?
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Mr. Leake: J don't know it myself, but I have heard that_;j
you did. o
Senator Downey: What d1d you hear that I said?
Mr. Leake: I have always thought that thege charges thnﬁ_%}
Mr. Buck vas a moneyed wan and that he gave preference to foretgéh
labor, and that he was not for the poor or the down-trodden .- :
after all those charges emanated in your campaign, Senator Dowﬁﬁ;i
and I think -- I alwnys thought that they came pretty ¢lose to i
home . |
Senator Downey: In other words, if certain things wvere
either truly or falsely said about Mr. Buck, even though I Aid

not say them, that I was responsible, is that right?

Nr. Leske: Well, I think this, that for a man in public
offlce or a man running for office, if the sttacks get to be
abusive as they were in that McAdoo campaign, and -- they were
more then a dog fight, Sepator Johnson --

Senator Downey (Interposing): Lot me ask you this --

Mr. Leake {Contlnuing): -- that a man in public office or
& man running for office should step into the picture and stop
the atuse.

senotor Downey: Mr. Leake, in the first plsce I knew noth-
ing about whether Mr. Buck was employlng Chinese or Japanese
labor in any corporation; I knew nothing about the fact that thctf
vas talked of in the district. Whether it was true or raise,ri‘ ;

d1d not care. I was arguing economlics with Mr. Buck. The poqplbé

iy
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did not pay any attention to those things. There was talk thstwig
Mr. Buck was involved in some trouble that I do not want to evonﬁf
‘ | mention, in which he was assoclated with the Associlated 011l Com-'-"-'fj.f
pany -- I do not want to even discuss it; I hed nothing to do ‘
with {t. It came up in a court proceeding. 1 never repeated
those things. Nr. Buck will bear me out that I know that he was
entirely innocent and blameless in relation to that Associated E
011 Company. You know what the facts were, Mr. Buck, and you
know that I never raised that questilon, and yet you were in a
very embarrassing position, perfectly lnnocent and perfectly

even
proper. I never even raised it to this day and I won't/mention

it here.

‘ . Now, I want a categorical answer. Do you know of any in-
stance, either personally or reported to you by some person in
whom you rely, in which I, myself, personally have abused Mr.
Buck?

Mr. Leake: I would have to check your speeches a ¢ouple
of times to answer that question. I might be able to do it.

Senator Downey: Do that at the recess.

Senator Balley: The point is now, you don't know at the
present time?

: . Mr. Leake: That 15 ¢orrect.

Senator Johnson of Colorado: Did you know at the time you‘

wrote your editorinl?

Mr. Leake: I thought that I 4id.
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Senator Johnsoa of Colorado: Well, Mro Leake, you haée
repeatedly stated that you thought thet Mr. Downey was very
carsless in essembling his facts. Haven't you beén guilty of
that very thing yourself in your editorials?

Mr. Leake: 1 dom't think so.

Senatcr Johnson of Colorado: The evidence here would B
indicate 1%. Here you talk about what Senstor Downey has said,fg
and you never heard him spsak. ;

Mr. Leske: But I have read the reports of his speeches.  w
He spoke In my home town and he spoke over at another 1ittle towﬁ%
in my county, Winters. Incidentally, Mr. Downey, you said rathoyﬁ
uncomplimentary things in Woodland about me end alsoc over at -
Winters, according to the reports that were given to me.

Senator Downsy: Well, Mr. Leake, let us just refer to that:

Senator Balley: Senator Downey, I will ask Mr; Leake a “
question or two with a viaw to fixing the further hearing date.
How long will 1% be convenient for you to remain in Washington?

Mr. Leake: Well, Senator, naturally I would like to get
back s&s soon as possible. I have just gotten on to this position?
end I beileve that I should be thers. |

Senater Balley: Can you remain here two or three days?

Mr. Leake: I will stay, naturally.

Senator Balley: I am asking you whether it would be con-

venient. I want to make the arrangements to esccommodate you.

Mr. Leake: I would like to get out this week.




Senator Balley: Thls 1is Tuesday; you can get out thi;
week,

Mr. Leake: The earlier the better. After all, it is
rather expensive living here and maintaining two or three home

Senator Balley: I have an engagement tomorrow morning
which I cannot avoid. I do not feel like sitting this atternéonz
If you gentlemen want to carry on --

Senator Johnson of Colorado (Interposing):

sit wlthout you here, Senator.

5t

Senator Balley: We will meet tomorrow. Mr. Buck, we vantf%

g%
Mr. Buck: I won't need more than half an hour at the most

]
%

to heer you. How long will you requ;re?

Senator Balley: We will recess now untlil tomorrow after-

noon at 2:30.

(Whereupon, &t 1:30 o'clock p.m., & recess was taken until '

Wednesday, January 24, 1940, at 2:30 o'clock p.m.)

- 00o -
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AFFIt{)AVIT "

For the purpose of securing the benefit of the exemption provided for'in section 1 1.4 of Article XIl of the Comntuhon of the Staté of Callfomil,
the undersigned applncant heteby states that: he is a resident of the State of California, residing at %), -

in the County of i ) h

FOR VE.TER/{NS That he setved in the nmy —-—whe navy — the-merine-eeens — thmuonumWe — of the United States be-

en 1‘3‘./9/? te Cctite Ly /92.(5 L

e_,
3 wa "

tween the dates as follows:
That this claimant has an honorable discharge from aand service,
“That all the property in the annexed property: llqg i8 ownec!' bguhaanppkew-"by'thempplvemrrmfe - by lhe applicant and his wile,
“That the applicant has made no appllcaiwn Skl &dhls ln _any other county in this State thns year, excepl qs follows' ‘

'iﬁWHERE exabpt thn dmnbed

’2‘3‘
T

That the applicant and his wife - - and her hus d -— own no property in’ the “State of California, OR "
in the annexed list and in the assessment list or lists given thls year to other county assessors as aforesaid, and thaf er the applicant fior hig, wife owns,.
nor do both together own, taxable or non-taxable propeny in the State of Californja, OR ELSEWHERE, of ‘ dlue d five !housa,nd dollan or more.

‘\‘\\ Subscribed and sworn to before me this i "';'J, g » Al ‘-;( SC

z A
i-
N

: = ; e e County Agsessor. . ki 14 (Claimant) DA :
By . " ‘ . Deputy. : ‘;{ 4[ . ‘ / Ve o
. e M bl . [UUPOREN e A .. ﬁﬂ, ol .' a ‘ 'Q...‘.u..;:.;.u e




