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TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE—1985

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1985

U.S. SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
_CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:13 p.m. in room
SD-215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. John Danforth
(chairman) presiding. v

[The press release announcing the hearing and the prepared
statements of Senators Roth and Baucus follow:]

{Press Release No. 85-070, Aug. 19, 1985}

HEARING SET SEPTEMBER 17 ON TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE

The Senate Committee on Finance has set a Subcommittee on International Trade
hearing September 17 to consider bills to extend and reform the Trade Adjustment
Assistance Program, Chairman Bob Packwood (R-Oregon) said today.

The Subcommittee on Trade will review the proposals at a hearing beginning at 2
E.m:. Tuesday, September 17, 1985, in Room SD-215 of the Senate Dirksen Office

uilding in Washington,

Senator John C. Danforth (R-Missouri), Chairman of the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Trade is to preside at the hearing.

Senator Packwood said that S. 1544, the Trade Adjustment Assistance Extension
and Reform Act of 1985, was introduced last month by Senator William V. Roth, Jr.
(R-Delaware), a member of the Committee.

The bill merges S. 23, which was introduced early this year by Senators Daniel
Patrick Moynihan (D-New York) and John Heinz (R-Pennsylvania) and the Trade
Adjustment Assistance (TAA) provisions of S. 234 (the Trade Expansion Act of 1985),
which was introduced by Senators Roth, John Chafee (R-Rhode Island) and Steve
Symms (R-Idaho). S. 23 called for the extension of the TAA program and S. 234 pro-

an improved TAA program to be funded by a small fee on imports, Senator
Packwood explained.

The Subcommittee will also consider S. 1459, the Job Security Bank Act of 1985,
introduced last month by Senator Bill Bradley (D-New Jersey), who is a co-sponsor
of S. 1544. Although different in several respects from S. 1544, S. 1459 would like-
wise fund an improved TAA program through a small import fee. .

The current TAA program expires September 30, 1985. It is the only federal pro-
gram specifically designed to assist Americans forced out of their jobs by imports.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR RoTH

It is not often that a piece of trade legislation is cosponsored by so many members
of this committee. But on the issue of Trade Adjustment Assistance I have found
that there is bipartisan agreement and there is agreement among members with
otherwise different views on trade policy. And I am delighted to learn that the ad-
ministration is now reevaluating its position on this issue.

Let me take just a few moments to explain why I think support from all quarters
is emerging for extension and reform of the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program.
To understand the importance of this legislation requires some economic and politi-
cal perspective.

1)
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The economic facts show that this country in now experiencing a trade shock. I
characterize the situation as a shock not just because of the magnitude of our global
trade deficit ($123 billion in 1984 and higher.this year) but more specifically because
imports are now hurting the full range of American industries, from textiles to
semiconductors.

And these economic facts have brought with them two clear political realities:
first, ?rotectionism is more intense than at any recent period and second, the need
for help for individuals hurt by imports is greater than ever.

This raises the question that is the central focus of this hearing: Is this the time
to let the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program expire? Because indeed it will
exrire on September 30 unless the Congress acts to prevent it.

certainly think the answer to this question is a resounding no, for three reasons.

First, this in no time to renege on the commitment the Congress made to help
workers hurt by trade expansion in the 1962 and again in the 1974 trade acts. In
fact, we are at the very point in time at which we are being called on to deliver on
our commitments.

Second, failure to seriously address the adjustment issue and failure to help those
hurt by trade can only exacerbate the alread{ difficult policy-making environment,
making it even less likely that we will be able to define a responsible trade policy
for the 1980s and 1990s.

Third, and most obvious, this is no time to let Trade Adjustment Assistance
ex&ire because we will leave many people in the lurch.

ake no mistake, the Job Training Partnership Act is no substitute for the Trade
Aqliustment Assistance Program.

he Trade Adjustment Assistance Program is the only program that provides
workers not only with training, job search and job relocation help, but also with ad-
ditional unemployment compensation.

From a policy point of view, how can we be sure workers hurt by trade get help
under JTPA? With TAA, on the other hand, we are assured that those to whom we
have made a commitment get help.

Still, support for Trade Adjustment Assistance had been floundering. Why? Be-
cause of the costs, because the current program does not have a good record in pro-
moting adjustment and because some have been concerned that we should not have
an assistance program targeted for a specific category of workers.

On this last point, let me make two comments. The issue of discrimination has to
a lalge degree been mooted by economic developments. Today it is estimated that 70
and 80 percent of U.S. production faces import competition, so most dislocated work-
ers would have an opportunity to be certified for this program. Second, to some
degree this question is irrelevant, we have a special legal and longstanding commit-
ment to trade-impacted workers.

The issues of money and adjustment are the focus of the reforms in my bill, S.
1544. Adjustment would be encouraged because participation in retraining would be
a requirement for receipt of additional unemployment compensation. Workers
would receive a new benefit, a $4000 voucher to be used to finance this retraining.
Funding would be handled through a small fee—adjustment fee—on imfports.

As the AFL-CIO has pointed out this legislation is not a substitute for a fair and
effective trade policy. But it is the bottom line for the U.S. worker and it cannot
wait for the broader debate on trade. I would propose that we call a short truce in
the greater trade debate and move this legislation to the floor before September 30
to prevent the expiration of this program.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR MAX-Baucus

Mr. Chairman, I congratulate you on holding this hearing. Adjustment assistance
must be an essential part of an open trade policy. Unfortunately, it's a part this
Administration has ignored.

Even in a world with no unfair trade practices there would be changes. Over time
some industries would grow and others shrink. Plant sites shift.

Theorists and ideologues stand back and nod knowingly about the need for a na-
tion’s economy to adapt and change. They see these changes abstractly. But you and
1 see real people—men and wornen who have worked hard and now face unemploy-
ment.”Workers who are told “you’re doing a great job, but we don’t need you any
maore.

A great Nation owes its workers more than that.

Yes, even fair trade will create dislocation. We can stand back and watch the pain
that dislocation creates, or we can act. We can take steps to ease the pain of adjust-
ment and to help our workers adapt to a changing world.
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I believe the American people want a government that is both sensible and
caring. I don’t think we were elected to ignore the pain created by changes in the
world economy.

The trade adjustment assistance program was created to cushion the blow for
workers in trade-impacted industries. Unfortunately it has too often served as un-
employment compensation—a kind of “‘gold watch.” I'm pleased to be a cosponsor of
legislation before us to extend and refocus the Trade Adjustment Assistance Pro-
gram on Trade readjustment—to help our workers retrain.

Last month the President denied relief to the shoe industry—despite a recommen-
dation by the International Trade Commission. Instead he directed the Secretary of
Labor to develop an adjustment program for workers in the shoe industry.

The President missed the point. It is not either/or. Trade readjustment assistance
must be a central part of the section 201 process.

A trade policy must have several parts: a plan for bringing the dollar back into
line; ag!;ressive advocacy for U.S. companies and constant pressure to open other
country's markets; a willingness to enforce trade laws to protect U.S. rights; a com-
mitment to helping companies and workers adjust to foreign competition.

Unfortunately, this administration has had no coherent trade policy. It has pro-
fessed fealty to the religion of pure free trade while offering piecemeal protection to
some favored industries and denying it to others equally deserving under the law. It
has failed to demand equal treatment from our trading partners. And it has callous-
ly ignored the human cost of industrial dislocation.

Like you Mr. Chairman, I am encouraged by the President’s decision to create a
Cabinet Council on Adjustment. Secretary Brock’s knowledge of our trade problems
will help him in addressing the pain of dislocation.

I am, however, struck by the timing of this council’s creation. Adjustment is not a
new problem or challenge. For 4 years this administration has callousl{ ignored the
problem. I hope the new awareness is real. We cannot, however, let the Trade Ad-
Justment Assistance Program expire while we await the Cabinet Council’s delibera-
tion.

I am pleased to join with a majority of this committee in supporting legislation to
renew and restructure the trade adjustment assistance program. We owe our work-
ers and our Nation prompt action.

Senator DanrorTH. This is a hearing on trade adjustment assist-
ance and on several proposals for the extension of a Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance Program.

I would like to begin the hearing by reading a letter to me dated
today, September 17, 1985, from Secretary of Labor Brock.

Dear Jack, an effective worker adjustment plan is a goal of this ‘Administration.
Our ability to respond successfully and promptly to worker adjustment needs is cur-
rently receiving careful review.

To this end, the President has asked me to convene and chair a Cabinet Working
Group on Adjustment. This group has been charged with examining how existing
programs can be made more responsive to dislocated workers and considering policy
options for longer term structural changes.

1 look forward to working with you and Members of your Subcommittee, as well
as the full Senate Finance and Ways and Means Committees in crafting a successful
plan. 1 believe our joint efforts can produce an effective legislative proposal.

A number of us have been concerned about the overall situation
in international trade, and especially about what trade problems
mean to individuals who are affected by them.

It has sometimes been said that there is net job growth in this
country, more people are employed now than were 1 year ago, 2
years ago, and so on. That is good news; but it is not particularly
good news for people who happen to be in industries that have died
out, who have been employed in plants that have closed down, and
who have lived in communities that have been devastated by un-
employment caused by trade difficulties.

So, the overall health of the country is something that we all
hope for and rejoice in, but sometimes that doesn’t mean much for
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people in, for example, Windsor, MO, where the shoe factory just
closed down.

We are fortunate today to have two bills to consider at this hear-
ing and a very distinguished group of witnesses, and also fortunate
to have this encouraging letter from the Secretary of Labor.

The one problem we have this afternoon is that there are a
number of votes on the floor of the Senate. One of them is now in
progress. So, the members of the subcommittee are going to be
coming and going, and hopefully not recessing too much during the
course of the afternoon. For that, I apologize to the witnesses who
are here and to the audience, but there is absolutely nothing we
can do about it.

First on the list is a panel. The panel consists of Mr. Vince Tri-
velli, legislative representative, AFL-CIO; Mr. Jack Sheinkman,
secretary-treasurer, Amalgamated Clothing & Textile Workers
Union; Mr. Jack Sheehan, legislative director, U.S. Steelworkers of -
America; Mr. Rick McHugh, associate general counsel at United
Auto Workers.

Gentlemen, thank you very much. Unless you have better ideas,
we will proceed in the order in which your names appear on the
witness list.

Mr. Trivelli, would you like to go first?

Mr. TriveLLL. Sure.

STATEMENT BY VINCE TRIVELLI, LEGISLATIVE
REPRESENTATIVE, AFL-CIO, WASHINGTON, DC

Mr. Triveril. I am pleased to have this opportunity to present
the AFL-CIO’s views on the important subject of trade adjustment.
I urge you to complete your consideration in a timely manner in
order to assure that the program of Trade Adjustment Assistance
does not terminate on September 30.

The AFL-CIO does not view trade adjustment assistance as a
substitute for a fair and effective trade policy. Such a policy should
include the tightening and streamlining of U.S. trade laws, the im-
position of tariff surcharges or quotas on countries that maintain
excessive trade surpluses with the United States, a directive to the’
President to begin international negotiations to lower the dollar’s
exchange value, and the ~nactment of industry-specific measures
such as the Textile and Appare! Trade Enforcement Act and tele-
communications legislation. -

The AFL-CIO is particularly pleased with the provisions of S.
1544 and S. 1459, which return the funding of the program to the
original concept of a trust fund tied to an import surcharge. We
agree with the assessment of Senator Bradley that the import sur-
charge is a “fair financing mechanism for the program that has no
budget impact.”

The AFL-CIO has always supported provisions for training. We
are concerned, however, with provisions of S. 1544, which would
deny trade adjustment assistance to workers who, through no fault
of their own, are unable to secure suitable training. If such train-
ing is not readily available, they should not be denied Trade Ad-
justment Assistance.
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We believe also that the committee must enlarge the definition
of what it considers training. There are many forms of training
which can meet overall criteria, address the particular needs of
workers and not be traditional training. The committee should in-
clude in its definition of “training” such programs as job search
skills, English as a second language, and a high school diploma.

The bills before the committee legislate the concept of the train-
ing voucher, which provides displaced workers with a greater role
in selecting appropriate training, and have that training paid for.
We endorse such flexibility. It is important, however, that dis-
placed workers not be forced into programs established under the
Job Training Partnership Act. The Job Training Partnership Act,
with its abysmal underfunding and its lack of income support for
workers, is totally inadequate to meet the Nation’s employment
and training needs. .

We would like to compliment the sponsors of S. 1459 for includ-
ing a number of reforms in the program, the most important of
which recognizes that industries not directly impacted by imports
are nonetheless adversely affected. The independent suppliers of
parts and services to impacted industries suffer employment losses
directly related to the declines in the primary industry. .

Let me close by reiterating the importance with which we view
the continuation of Trade Adjustment Assistance.

The existing trade deficit represents the loss of 3 million jobs in
the United States. This is not a problem that will quickly go away.
It will not be lessened by allowing early withdrawals from IRA’s or
by making token efforts at sanctions against unfair trade practices.
The problem will only be solved through a comprehensive trade
policy which includes a workable Trade Adjustment System Pro-
gram.

We urge your speedy consideration of this reauthorization.

Senator DANFORTH. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Sheinkman. :

[Mr. Trivelli’s written testimony follows:]



85-44
Testimony of Vincent Trivelli, Legislative Representative
American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
on Trode Adjustment Assistance
Before the Subcommittee an International Trode

of the Senate Finance Committee
U.S. Senacte

September {7, 1985

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

1 am pleased to have this opportunity to present the AFL-CIO's views on the important
subject of trade t;djustment. ! want to thank you for your interest in this issue and | urge
you to complete your consideration in o timely manner in order to assure that the progrem
of trade adjustment assistance does not terminate on Sept. 30.

At a time when the United States trade deficit -- $123 billion for 1984 and projected
to reach $150 billion in 1985 -- has reached crisis proportions, an effective trade adjustment
assistance program is needed more than ever. Millions of Americans are suffering layoffs
and lost iob opportunities from imports. Without reauthorization the program will end at
the end of this month, Such o resuit would be a second jolt to these unfortunate persons
who lost their jobs due to U.S, trade policies and will now lose adjustment aid because of
U.S. budget policies.

The commitments made to workers in the Trade Acts of 1962, 1974 and 1979 must be
honored, and effective assistance in the form of cash benefits, training, job search ond
relocation allowances be provided. -

On February 19, 1984, the AFL-CIO Executive Council adopted o statement that
reaffirmed the Federation's support for the program, stating: "The Trade Adjustment
Assistance program which is due to expire in September 1985 must be renewed and funding
restored in order to assist those workers displaced by imports." The AFL-CIO believes that

rather than elimination, which is proposed by the Administration, the program should be



expanded to extend coverage to workers employed by independent suppliers of parts ond
services. In addition, the standard for certificotion should be eased and procedures
simplified to reduce delays and maximize the program's impact, Further, funding for the
trode adjustment assistance program shouid be changed to reflect the trust fund concept
originally contained in the Trade Act of 1974 with monies coming from the collection of
customs duties on imports.

The AFL-CI0, however, does not view trade adjustment assistance as a substitute for
a fair and effective trade policy. Such a policy should include:

* The tightening ond streamlining of U.S. laws designed to provide for relief 10

industries and workers injured by imports and to deal with unfair trode practices.

* The imposition of tariff surcharges {as provided in H.R. 3035 and S. 1449) or quotas
on countries that maintain an excessive trade surplus with the U.S.

* A directive to the President to begin international negotiations both to lower the
dollar's exchange value and to bring greater stability to the exchange rate system
-- an action leveraged by a temporary import surcharge on all imports.

* The enactment of industry-specific measures to counteract the difficulties
encountered by individual industries, such as the Textile and Apparel Trade
Enforcement Act and telecommunications legislation.

The United States is faced with the tragic reality of devastated communities and
wasted human resources due to imports. A trode adjustment assistance program that
includes income support, training, job search and relocation allowances is a necessary step
to alleviate the suffering that results from trode.

The Committee has before it today bills representing bi-partisan efforts to reauthorize
the trade odjustment assistance program. The AFL-CIO commends these efforts and
pledges to continue to work with the committee to ensure that the program meets the needs

of displaced workers.



The AFL-CIO is particularly pleased with the provisions of S. 1544 and S. 1459 which
return the funding of the program to the original concept of a trust fund tied to an import
surcharge. In recent years, trade adjustment has suffered from inadequate funding levels.
Domestic budget considerations -- having no connection to the ever-growing numbers of
trade-disploced workers -- have kept the program from meeting the needs of the offected
population. We agree with the assessment of Sen. Bradley that the import surcharge is a
"fair financing mechonism for the program that has no budget impact."

The AFL.-CIO has always supported provisions for training and understands the need to
ensure that displaced workers be provided with the skills necessary to adjust to o new
career. We are concerned with provisions of S, 1544 which would deny trade odjustment
ossistance to workers who, through no fault of their own, are unable to secure suitable
training. If such training is not readily available, they should not be denied trade adjustment
assistance.

The Trade Adjustment Assistance Program has since its inception included income

_support. Cleorly o worker who has lost a job needs income support while engaging in job
search activities as well as while undergoing training. Since theoretically ali citizens
benefit from the price reductions of lower tariffs, the notion of trade adjustment assistance
was that the costs of displacement should be alleviated partiaily by a special compensation
for workers who have lost their jobs as a direct result of the U.S. government's policy of
permitting an ever-increasing tide of imports into the U.S. In recent years changes have
been made in the program whnich undercut the foundation of compensation. Tying all
assistance to training all but removes the concept of compensation, Compensation should be
retained.

On a practical level, the Committee must understand the varied circumstonces of
workers who have been or will be displaced by imports. A 25-year-old auto worker from
Michigan has different needs and opportunities than a 55-year-old former textile worker

from South Carolina. In considering a linkage of assistance to traditional training, the



Committee must consider such factors as:

- not all workers will benefit from training for a new career;

It is unrealistic to demand that a former textile worker who is near retirement age ond
who has deep roots in a small community without alternative job opportunities train for 6
months or @ year for a new career,

- not all areas of the country have training programs which will meet the needs of

the disploced workers;

- certain workers may not qualify for some training programs because of their
inabitity to communicate In English, the lack of a high-schoo! diploma, their lack of
certain mathematical abilities or other factors that make troining impossible,

Ar;y program which strives to meet the needs of displaced workers must recognize the
realities of their varying situations. Assistance must be provided in a way which will benefit
each particular worker. While we understand the importance of training for new careers, we
believe that flexibility is the key to any workable program of adjustment, Tight linkage
without considering circumstances in which no suitable training program exists prevents this
flexibility.

We believe that the Committee must enlarge its definition of what it considers
"training." We ogree with the sponsors of S. 1544 and S. 1459 thot training meet minimal
criteria such as the need for o reasonable expectation that the training will lead to
employment. There are, however, many forms of training which can meet those overall
criteria, address the particulor needs of workers and not be traditional training. Training
must be suitable to the worker or the program will fail in its primary mission -- to prepare
displaced workers for new challenges in employment. The Committee should include in its
definition of training such programs as job search skills, English as @ second languoge, high-

school diplomaq, etc.
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Flexibility is also important in the arec of payment for training. The bills before the
Committee legislate the concept of the "training voucher," This is intended to provide the
displaced worker a greater role in setecting appropriate troining and have that training paid
for. We endorse such flexibility; however, we have concern that the language contained in
S. 1544 may not permit sufficient flexibility. It is important that displaced workers not be
forced into programs which have been established under‘the Job Training Partnership Act
(TPA). )

Jobless workers should have the opportunity for training in skills that lead directly to
jobs. The Job Training Partnership Act of 1982 with its abysma! underfunding, its lack of
income support for workers in training, ond its business-dominated structure is totally
inadequate to meet! the nation's employment and tralning needs.

The JTPA Title Il programs for displaced workers have been getting smaller and
smaller as a result of tighter eligibility, state matching funds requirements, and the lack of
adequate federal funding. In fact, states have not been using all the money that has been
available because of foul-ups in state administration. This situation has been used by the
Reagan Administration to justify further cuts in Title lll funds.

JTPA training hos averaged about 11 weeks and the rate of pay for jobs into which
displaced workers trained under Title Ill has averaged about $4.80 compared to average
hourly earnings in manufacturing of $9.50. The most effective part of Title Il operations
has been job search assistance rather than training as such.

Stotes have had trouble raising required matching funds for JTPA Title Iil. They have
been recalcitrant about pushing the program to help displaced workers. 1t would be wrong to
lean more on an already poorly functioning progrom for displaced workers. TAA would
suffer if put under JTPA Title Il and workers would be squeezed down and out of existing

TAA entitlements if they were forced into JTPA Title Ill displaced worker programs.
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The Steelworkers hove been allotted about $15 million under JTPA Title IIl for steel
and copper workers displaced in 24 stotes, but the money Is spread thin, Ohio, with 40,000
unemployed USW workers, received $700,000 under Title Ill, an average of $17 per worker.

We would like to compliment the sponsors of S, 1459 for including a number of reforms
in the program which the AFL-CIO has been advocating for many yeors. The most
Important such improvement is the recognition that industries other than those directly
impacted by imports are nonetheless being adversely effected. The independent suppliers of
parts ond services to impocted industries are suffering employment losses directly related to
declines in the primary Industry. We commend the recognition of this group of displaced
workers and hope that the Committee's bill retains this concept.

The AFL-CIO has o major concern with S. 1459, the provisions of which reduce to 3
months the length of time for trade odjustment assistance from the existing 18 months. The
AFL-CIO believes that it is unrealistic to expect a disploced worker to train for a new, life-
long career in the span of 3 months, The 18-month provision should be retained,

Let me close by reiterating the importance with which we view the continuation of
trade adjustment ossistance. The existing trode deficit represents the loss of 3 million jobs
in the United States. This is o problem that will not quickly go away. 1t will not be lessened
by allowing early withdrawals from IRA's or making token efforts at sanctions against unfair
trade practices. The problem will only be solved through a comprehensive trade policy
which includes a workable trode adjustment assistance program,

We urge your speedy consideration of this reauthorization.
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STATEMENT BY JACK SHEINKMAN, SECRETARY-TREASURER,
AMALGAMATED CLOTHING AND TEXTILE WORKERS UNION,
WASHINGTON, DC

Mr. SHEINKMAN. Mr. Chairman, I had the pleasure of appearing
before this committee in July of this year on the Textile and Ap-
parel Trade Enforcement Act, and I might say at the outset, so
there is no misundertanding, we do not view trade adjustment as-
sistance as a substitute for action in the textile and apparel indus-
tries, where our members are suffering irreparable loss; we merely
look upon this as one way of attempting to meet that burden and
that difficulty.

In order to expedite the time of this committee, I would request
that my entire testimony be inserted in the record, and I will just
hit several key points.

As you know, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, the

ple who work in this industry work with pride and resFonsibil-
ity. They are not just statistics. We have just taken a poll of the
members of our union, and they take a great deal of pride in the
products that they make. They have pride in their jobs, in their in-
dustry, even though they are amongst the lowest paid industrial
workers in the United States.

Unfortunately, these workers don’t have language skills or abili-
ties. Most of them have minimal education. They don’t have the
kinds of skills that are easily transferable to other jobs. And many
work in small towns and communities where other jobs are not
readily available.

Moreover, when they get additional jobs to replace the ones that
they have had in our industries, they usually end up in lower
paying jobs than those of the textile, apparel, and footwear indus-
tries to which our members belong.

Our true concern and the true concern of the labor movement is
jobs. I want to repeat that—jobs. And how to find the bridge by
which labor mobility can take place within our open economy.

First and foremost we want to preserve the industrial base of the
United States, which many of us here testifying probably fear is
truly threatened.

Second, we are concerned about fair and humane treatment of
workers, American citizens if you will, who up to now are carrying
the full cost and the full burden of what is transpiring in our econ-
omy with the flood of imports entering the U.S. market.

I feel it is incumbent upon Congress to do something to mitigate
that burden. Economists now recognize that, while capital and
management are mobile, workers unfortunately are not that
mobile, and the labor force finding itself in such conditions needs
some help.

All of this is occurrini at a time when budget deficits are impel-
ling Congress to cut back on all income maintenance programs and
human welfare programs that have been in place to mitigate the
:pry effects of the changes taking place in our economy at this
ime.

I have cited in our testimony what has happened to date under
the TAA Program as it exists. I give an example of what has taken
place in the apparel industry, where some 158,000 people since
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1975 have been certified for aid, 2,700 have entered a training pro-
gram, 1,400 have completed it, or less than one half of one percent.

I cite the same figures for the shoe industry, for the textile in-
dustry, and likewise indicate the failure of the Job Training Part-
nership Act, which in our view is not only underfunded but doesn't
meet the needs taking place in our society today.

There are two major reasons, in our judgment, for why so few
workers have been retrained: First, there are important social and
psychological questions. Many underestimate their abilities. As I
have indicated earlier, many don’'t have the skills, the primary
skills, necessary to be retrained for the kind of high-tech society to
which some economists would attempt to relegate workers who are
not qualified to enter that kind of work.

They need counseling, in some instances more than training.

Second, unfortunately, our society is an open society and not a
planned society. In many cases, employers cannot project the needs
accurately or the changes in the marketplace, so that workers are
often trained to jobs that may end up to be nonexistent due to
changed economic and technological circumstances.

If basic language is a prerequisite for a very large proportion of
the unemployed of our members, these workers must have the op-
portunity to obtain the very basic skills which they often lack.

Some other comments regarding the bill itself:

We find that the enrollment requirement, while desirable, does
raise some questions. We have had all kinds of experiences of our
members eligible for TAA training, and where no training is avail-
able in their communities, the funds are not available by the
States, or there are no local adult educational programs.

I see that m‘y time is up, and if the chairman wills, I would ask
that the rest of my testimony be included.

I would have to request that I close with just a few more sen-
tences.

The real issue, as I said at the outset, is jobs that can be provided
to those who are unemployed by the consequences of expanded
trade. It is not a problem of the individual workers’ shortcomings,
bu;:. the shortcomings of the economy and the governmental trade
policy. -

Congress must address the overall import problem, such as the
Textile and Apparel Trade Enforcement Act. One is not a substi-
tute for the other.

We are—if you will, Mr. Chairman, and members of the commit-
tee—in a time of crisis. And the time has come to act now.

Thank you very much.

Senator DANFORTH. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Sheehan.

[Mr. Sheinkman's written testimony follows:]

STATEMENT OF THE AMALGAMATED CLOTHING AND TEXTILE WORKERS UNION

Chairman Danforth and members of the subcommittee: | am Jack Sheinkman,
secretary-treasurer of the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union. Our
union has a membership of approximately 360,000 workers, most of whom produce
men's and boy's clothing, textile mill products, and footwear—all industries heavily
impacted bgsimpcrts. This bill to renew the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program
(S. 1544) substantially affects our membership.
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If I can take a moment at the outset to make a not so facetious point, there is a
simple way to solve many of the problems with the Trade Adjustment Assistance
Program and save lots of its cost—just quickly pass the Textile and Apparel Trade
Enforcement Act of 1985 also before this committee.

But we cannot ignore the ple who, through no fault of their own, lose their
{obs due to imports and the destruction of our industries these imports produce. At

east 350,000 jobs in the textile, apparel and footwear industries have been lost the
last 4% years, with only a very small portion due to productivity improvement.

You know about our workers. Workers with pride and responsibilities, not statis-
tics. People with pride in their jobs and their industry, however unglamorous it
seems to outsiders. They don’t have the language abilities, the basic education mini-
mums, the easily-transferable skills that allow them to get other jobs easily, if at
all. They tend to wind up in lower paying service sector jobs if displaced, despite the
textile, apparel and footwear industries being at the low end of industrial earnings.

The true concern of the labor movement is jobs and the bridge by which labor
mobility takes place within our open economy.

First and foremost, we want to preserve the industrial base of the United States,
which many of us testifying here today probably fear is truly threatened. Secondly,
we are concerned about the humane and fair treatment of workers who carry the
full cost of the benefits which other citizens of our society enjoy as a result of these

imports. -

\glohen the effects of tremendous imports hit so devastatingly among a concentrat-
ed group of people in our economy as the members I speak for, it is incumbent upon
Congress to do something to mitigate that burden. Economists have not recognized
that management and capital are clearly much more mobile and able to cope with
rapidly changing economic forces than previously thought. And the labor force has
been found to be much less mobile, much less adaptable to change than was pre-
sumed. All of this is occurring at a time when bugget deficits are impelling Con-
Eress to cut back on all the income maintenance and human welfare programs that

ad been established with great legitimacy for such a long period of time.

I must say that unless this matter is forthrightly addressed, workers will lose
even greater faith in their government as an institution willing and able to address
our Nation's problems. There is building an undercurrent of bitterness and hostility
that will not only destroy faith in your general economic policies but undermine our
forei%‘n policy through an outgrowth of hatred towards others no one would like to
see. They feel betrayed already by the failure to fulfill the commitment given in
1974 when, as a trade-off for greater expansion of international trade, workers were
promised income supplements and other services so that the adjustment process
would be a humane process. :

That is why our union is basically supporting this bill to continue Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance, even though several substantial changes have to be made in
import policies and in this bill to make real adjustment possible and reasonable.
The following suggestions come out of our direct experience in dealing with our
members suffering unemployment and what the prior TAA program has done, or
not done, for then.

The most important change the Roth Bill provides is a mandatory traininﬁ ro-
gram enrollment to receive %eneﬁts. While the voucher system is somewhat differ-
ent from prior existing training grograms, let me give you some fegl for how suc-
cessful the gast TAA experience has been. Since the inception of the TAA program
in April, 1975 to the latest date we have figures for, March, 1985, there have n
158,424 people certified for benefits in the apparel industry. Of that total only 2,756
have entered any kind of training program. Of this group, only 1,429 people com-
pleted training, and out of this latter group only 661 of them—or less than one-half
of one percent—have actually found jobs as a consequence of their training. In addi-
tion, only one-tenth of 1 percent of the certified workers got any assistance for job
search or relocation of their living quarters.

The ﬁ%:xres in the textile industry are similar, although obviously not as many
workers have been certified due to the absurd illogical exclusion of supplier indus-
try workers in the prior law. Out of the 26,401 workers who were certified for assist-
ance over the last decade, 784 or 3 percent went into training, 341 completed that
training which is 1.3 percent of the total, and only 51 people—two-tenths of 1 per-
cent—found jobs. Again only one-tenth of 1 percent got job search or relocation as-
sistance. -

For footwear, figures are available only for the period October, 1979 through
March, 1985. Of the 22,298 workers certified, 589 entered training, 448 completed
that training and 229 were placed. Sixty-six workers received job search money and
52 relocation assistance.
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This is an absolute disgrace! The figures simply say that there is no meaningful
retraining structure at the State or Local level who are given responsibility for ad-
ministering these programs or that retraining is a complete hoax.

Our experience under the Job Training PartnershiE Act (JTPA) is not much
better. We have had an operating program in New York City for the last year. Out
of the just passed figure of 500 workers who a‘pplied, only 193 could be certified for
JTPA eligibility due to its very stringent certification requirements. The program is
basically geared for big plant closings, not the gradual attrition and progressively
shorter hours which are the much more common situation. Of the 193 eligible, only
30 workers were put into training programs or placed in other jobs. About one-third
(67} of the 193 found jobs on their own or decided to quit the labor force. So for only
6 percent of the affected workers has the JTPA program been of meaningful help.

here are two major reasons for this low figure. Most img‘ortant is that the ke
element is not training but social and psychological services. The workers come wit
feelings of low self-esteem and very discouraged. They invariably underestimate
their capabilities and chance to do something new. Many come with great personal
problems, especially due to loss of their usual income level. A very large number of
the workers in our JTPA program have already had their wages garnished due to
various debts. They need counselinf rather than training.

The second major reason for failure of the program is the inability of employers
to project their needs accurately or changes in the market which occur during the
training period. Many employers found that business had turned down, or their
business moved in different directions so that they no longer could use the people
who were emerging from training. Since many of the workers in the textile, apparel
and footwear industry cannot speak English, the possibility of readily transferable
skills being learned is just about nil. Basic language ability is a prerequisite for a
very large proportion of the unemployed. Or more realistically, what do we do with
workers whose major contribution to our economy can only be physical and motor
skills when these are precisely the type of jobs being destroyed by imports?

One additional item regarding our JTPA experience. New York State already has
a voucher-based training program in existence. The private business schools have
taken advantage of the desperation and ignorance of displaced workers and com-
pletely exploited them. A striking number of these schools are outright crooks. Sev-
eral of our members report being talked or coerced into signing up for $4,000 or
$5,000 programs at these schools even though the State voucher has a maximum
value of $1,500. They sign loan agreements or other commitments that put them
into debt from which recovery is almost im ible.

Some other points regarding the Roth Bill must be made. Basing TAA money
income upon enrollment in a training program will by definition prevent many

ple otherwise eligible to loose their cgance for any kind of income support. We
ave had all kinds of experiences of our members eligible for TAA training assist-
ance and no training available in their communities, found a failure of the states to
fund local adult education programs, or found their benefits run out in August
when the school year begins in September. The Roth Bill must be changed to con-
form to the basic provisions of the TAA Reauthorization Bill introduced in the
House of Representatives by Congressman Pease. The House bill enables the worker
to collect up to 52 additional weeks of TAA beginning with the first week the
worker enters training if that training has not been approved or available until
after the last week of entitlement to basic TAA benefits. Fundamental to the suc-
cess of any adjustment program is absolute assurance of income.

Next, something must be done about requiring the Labor Department to conform
to the law wherein decisions must be made within a 60-day time period. This has
been part of the law since its inception, but [ can’t recall a single instance in the
hundreds of applications our Union has made where the 60-day requirement has
been met. Under the bill currently under consideration, it is entirely likely that
workers will never be able to enjoy TAA benefits because the Labor Department'’s
certification come too late.

Further, the discretion available to the Labor Department in certifying workers
must be restricted. During the Carter Administration, at least 80 percent of our ﬂ_pe
titions were acted favorably upon; with the new Administration coming into office
in 1981 there has been a complete reversal and 80 percent of our petitions were
denied certification. This latter has occurred precisely during a time when imports
have skyrocketed and domestic production turned down. Something must be done to
reduce administrative discretion, so that workers can have predictability and knowl-
edgeable expectations of the TAA program.

entlemen, ultimately the real issue is jobs that can be provided those unem-
ployed by the consequences of expanded trade. It is not a matter of the problem
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being the individual worker, or his/her shortcomings, but the shortcomings of the
economy and governmental trade policy. Congress must address the overall import
problem, such as through the Textile and Apparel Trade Enforcement Act for the
industries I represent, while it strengthens the trade adjustment assistance pro-
gram. One is not a substitute for the other. We may see our domestic economy so
undermined through inaction that Congress will be forced to deal with a truly
maaior economic crisis. We appeal to you to act before the damage can no longer be
undone.

Thank you very much. I would be pleased to respond to any questions of the com-
mittee.

STATEMENT BY JOHN SHEEHAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR, U.S.
STEELWORKERS OF AMERICA, WASHINGTON, DC

Mr. SHEEHAN. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, at the outset 1 would like to indicate that we rec-
ognize the role that you as chairman have played in the recent
past with regard to focusing attention on this mounting trade situ-
ation. I thought it also appropriate, before I begin, to also acknowl-
edge the more or less historical role that Senator Roth played in
being an advocator and a defender of the TRA program. And obvi-
ously it is his bill to which we are directing our testimony today.

One of the more threatening features of our present economic
situation is the trade deficit, which as we all know has reached a
record of $123 billion, doubling the amount of last year. According
to the Department of Commerce we have witnessed really a turna-
round in trade in the last 3 years of $92 billion, which has had a
tremendous impact on the economy of the country.

The steel deficit is well-known, having preceded the current
crisis in national trade policy, with imports reaching almost 33 per-
cent 1 month last year, and for the first 7 months of this year well
over a fourth, or 25 percent, of consumption. And this, despite the
fact of the President’s Steel Import Program; although, I must say
we do anticipate a favorable reversal of the trade pressure if the
Julydfigures of 2l-percent penetration is any indicator of future
trends.

Nevertheless, the overall trade situation is such that the Con-
gress and the administration are prepared to make changes in
trade policy. The substantive nature of these changes and their ef-
fectiveness remains to be seen; but it would indeed be ironic if the
economic injury, which is causing and precipitating the national
debate for a change in the trade policy, would be ignored in deter-
mining the fate of the one trade measure which was designed to
assist workers, communities, and firms to adjust to trade-imposed
injury.

The Trade Adjustment Assistance Act was enacted precisely to
allow readjustment when import levels cause disruption. Now, ad-
mittedly, the negative impact from trade, 1 assume, was expected
to be more sectoral, more industry-specific maybe even more plant-
specific in its nature. Today the trade policy has resulted in a pres-
sure on industry in general, and the levels are much higher. Again,
the Department of Commerce comments on that.

I make reference to this overall impact of trade on all industries,
across the board, as an argument for the justification of the con-
tinuation of the TRA program now, because the scope of the injury
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is much broader than was even anticipated at the time of its enact-
ment.

Now, I am sure that those on this panel are aware of the tremen-
dous impact that such disruptions have on workers. In steel indus-
try alone we have come down almost 50 percent in the last 6 years.
In 1979, employment averaged 453,000 workers; in June of this
year it was 212,000.

The effects, however, of the import penetration in steel will not
recede, no matter what we are going to be doing with the TRA’s.
Not only are workers being subjected to the immediate, traumatic
pain of the layoffs, but because the imports have contributed to
sharp acceleration of structural changes in the steel industry, steel-
workers are also facing permanent plant shutdowns, the prospect
of which will continue for quite some time. Some analysts are pre-
dicting that there will be further shutdowns in the steel mills
amounting to almost another 20 million tons of capacity.

Mr. Chairman, in my testimony I quote from a study that was
prepared for the Congress by the Department of Labor, and I would
like merely to point out that it indicates the problems which are
confronting steelworkers as a specific group impacted by trade.
And I would like, if I could, to have this study ! introduced in the
record, together with another one from the Congressional Research
that identifies and describes some of these workers.

Putting that to the side, I must say that as an institution the
Steelworkers Union has also undergone a major readjustment in
its approach to the problems of structural unemployment. No
longer can the worker expect to return to the steel mills after the
layoff occurs. The union therefore feels an obligation to acquaint
him with the realities of the job situation and to encourage him to
engage in job training and other job location activities. My point,
. Mr. Chairman, is that most of our major unions now are looking at
the layoffs and saying, “What do we do with you after the layoff is.
over?’ It is in that role, the readjustment process, it is in that
aspect that TRA provides an important strategic function—that, of
course, together with the JPTA program.

That is why we are now pleading for this continuation of the
TRA Program, and indicate that we do agree that there is a link-
age between the dislocation and finding the job, as a linkage to
training, but we would suggest that the bill makes sure that the
training component here is much broader than merely professional
training; it takes into consideration all of the other aspects of em-
ployment-related services. As a matter of fact, we make reference
to the Job Training Participation Act, which gives a broader defini-
tion, if you wish, of the word “training,” to include job banks, job
development, counseling services. And we hope that your bill, Mr.
Roth, includes those notions in it.

The other comment I would just quickly make before the light
flashes is—have I run out of time?

Senator DANFORTH. That's all right. I haven’t collapsed yet.
{Laughter.]

! These studies are too voluminous to be printed here and are retained in committee files.
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Mr. SHEEHAN. The other comment that I would make has to do
with the income maintenance. It is true that in the early part of
the program the workers, especially in the steel mills, got laid off,
impacted by the imports, and did return to the steel mills. That is
over with.

But I think, also, the early criticism of the TRA, in effect, should
be over with, because workers now coming out want to get into
these training programs. However, swinging into a training pro-
gram immediately after the expiration of the 26 weeks of unem-
ployment compensation period may be too short a range of period
to say, “If you are not already in the training program, you are
going to be cut off from your cash allowance.”

We have a practice in the steel industry that many times when a
worker is laid off he is put on indefinite layoff. We are not too sure
whether the mill will open up or not. So we are asking that there
be some flexibility in the cutoff of the income maintenance prior to
entering into the training program.

We certainly feel that the voucher effort in this bill is a major
step forward in pushing the idea of readjustment, of readaptation
of the worker, and I would hope that whole notion could be very
strongly advanced so that the TRA Program, which is the only ad-
justment assistance program that provides income maintenance to
workers in a training program, that that essential ingredient—
mainly, the income maintenance—will be preserved as one of the
tools in the arsenal of the Government’s effort to help workers to
readjust.

You can have all the training programs possible, Mr. Chairman,
but if workers don’'t have the subsistence allowances to stay in
those programs, it is very difficult for them to try to maintain or
retain their standard of living. They will have to fall into very low-
paying jobs where they might otherwise have had the opportunity
for higher-paying jobs, if they weren’t forced by family obligations
to seek jobs immediately.

Hence, I think the TRA with the income maintenance is an es-
sential ingredient, and we commend the authors of the bill for pro-
moting it.

We have other amendments that we mention in our testimony
but I think, under the circumstances, I will close now.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator DANFORTH. Thank you, Mr. Sheehan.

Mr. McHugh.

[Mr. Sheehan’s written testimony and a report, “Manpower Poli-
cies and Unemployment,” follow:]
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One of the more threatening features of our present
economic situation is the trade deficit which reached a
record $123 billion in 1984 doubling the $69,.4 billion 1983
deficit, According to the Department of Commerce:

*Growth of the deficit in manufactures
trade ($20.7 billion) was by far the
largest component in the growth of the
1984 deficit, as has been the case since
1981 when the U,S. had a $11.4 billion
manufactures trade surplus. The
intervening 3 years have witnessed a $92-
billion negative swing in the U.S.
manufactures trade balance.,"

Performance in 1984

and Outlook '

The steel trade deficit is well known, having preceded
the current crisis in the national trade policy with imports
reaching almost 33% of consumption in December 1984, Por
the £irst 7 months of 1985, steel imports are still high=--
26.7% despite the President's steel import program, although
we do anticipate a favorable reversal of the trade pressure ,
if the July figure of 21% penetration is any indicator of
future trends,

Nevertheless, the overall trade situation is such that
the Congress and the Administration are prepared to make
changes in our trade policies. The substantive nature of
these changes and their effectiveness remains to be seen,

but it would, indeed, be ironic that the economic injury,
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which is precipitating a national debate for a change in
trade policy would be ignored in determining the fate of the
one trade measure which was designed to assist workers, firms
and communities to adjust to trade-imposed injury. Trade
Adjustment Assistance (TAA) was enacted precisely to allow
readjustment when import levels caused disruption, Admittedly,
the negative impact of the import levels were expected to be
more sectoral, industry-specific in its pressure, and not so
aggregated nor so high as now:

"The decline in manufactures performance was

broadly based. Trade balances worsened in 15

of the 20 major classes of manufactures.

Performance fell even in capital and high-

tech goods where the U,S. has traditionally

been strong. The 1984 capital goods surplus

of $13 billion was about one-fourth that of

1981, while the high-tech surplus for 1984

was only $6.2 billion compared with $26.4

(billion) in 1981."

Dept. of Commerce

Even more so, therefore, is the justification for the
continuation of TAA as both a compensation and adjustment
aggistance program. -

I am sure that those on this panel are aware of the
tremendous impact that such disruptance has on workers.
Steel industry employment has come down more than 50% in the
last 6 years alone, In 1979, employment averaged 453,000.
In June of this year, it was 212,900 persons. The effects

of the import penetrations in steel will not recede. Not
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only are workers being subjected to the immediate traumatic
pain of layoffs, but, because the lmports have contributed
to a sharp acceleration of structural changes in the steel
industry, steelworkers are also facing permanent plant shutdowns,
the prospect of which will continue for some time, Some
analysts are predicting a future 20 million-ton reduction in
steel capacity.

In a recent study, "Causes & Remedies for Displacement

of Steel Workers," mandated by the Trade and Tariff Act of

1974, the Department of Labor reported to Congress that:
"Displaced Steel Workers . . . live in areas where the local

labor market does not offer a bright future." The DOL report

indicated:

"These characteristics make displaced
steel workers ver¥ different from the typical
disadvantaged individuals who were targeted
in other training and employment programs.
Displaced steel workers are older, more
experienced, less female, and come from
the mainstream of America. They therefore
have many of the important and basic job
skills that disadvantaged workers often
lack., Displaced steel workers have stable
work histories, skills, and work experience.
Their basic need is a job, and for steel
workers in particular there are two obstacles
typically in their way. Pirst, the local
job market often does not provide jobs
that can use their current skills immediately,
Hence, to find a job, a displaced steel
worker must give up an occupation he has
had for many years, and learn new skills,

The industry specific skills gained by
many steel workers in the mills are often
not directly transferable to other local
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industries, except for certain craftsmen
and generai laborers, Secondly, since
steelworkers have earned a wage considerably
higher than the average for most other
industries, they typically have to accept

a decrease in their pay.

“Neither problem alone would be easy to
deal with; taken together the¥ present a
formidable obstacle for many individuals."

In another report prepared by the Congressional Research
Service, "Employment in the Steel Industry: The Shape of
Change,” the impact of the structural changes on jobs and
workers portend difficult times for steelworkers:

*Both those workers who have been laid

off from the steel industry with little

- - likelihood of being recalled and those
-still employed at steel firms are being
affected by the industry's dramatic shake
up. For the two ?roups, it has meant a
great blow to their job security. More
specifically, for the laid-off workers, it
has involved starting anew at a time in
their working lives when change often is
unwelcome and people are not best-equipped
to handle it; for the presently-employed
steelworkers, it has involved the prospect
of learning to adapt to new equipment and
practices, Neither the steelworkers nor
their i{ndustry wanted this upheaval, but
they--along with their communities--are
trying to deal with it,

*"Thus, not only have dislocated steelworkers
had a harder time finding new jobs, but
they also have had a more difficult time
getting jobs that pay close to their former
earnings levels, . . . Another contributing
factor is that a portion of the unemployed
steelworkers' former earnings reflects
their industry-specific skills, Since the
skille are not transferable to jobs in
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other industries, new employers will not -
compensate the former steelworkers for

those skills, Similarly, to the extent

that dislocated steelworkers' earnings

were related to seniority rather than to

their general skill level, it will make it

more difficult for them to find new jobs

otferin? comparable pay in other firms or
industries because they will have to start

at the bottom of the seniority ladder."

The report concludes that as the steel industry tries
to recoup some of its market share, there will not be a similar
turnaround for the work forces

*"This time, the scenario is different.
The economi has recouped its losses from
the racessions of the 1980s; the steel
industry has not, Workers in many industries
have received word to return to their former
jobs, but large numbers of steelworkers -
:emain unemployed. And the{ are likely to
remain unemployed if they cling to the
hope of recall by steel producers. The
closing of entire plants, shutting down of
some operations, and investment in new
technologies means a downsizing of the
industry--and to an even greater extent,
of its workforce."”

The Steelworkers, as an organization, has also undergone
a major adjustment in terms of its approach to the problems
of structural unemployment. No longer can the worker expect
to return to the steel mills after a major layoff occurs,
The union, therefore, feels an obligation to acquaint him
with realities of the job situation and to encourage him to
engage in job training and other job location activities,

It {8 within this context that we urgently seek an extension
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of the TAA provision as one of the component parts in a
dislocated workers program,

The Trade Adjustment Assistance program is a vital
component in the process of moving these unemployed back
into the work force and we believe that it should be extended.

Now let me comment on the Trade Adjustment Assistance
Reform and Extension Act (S. 1544) sponsored by Senator Roth
and cosponsored by twelve other Senators.

l. Training BEvolution

By extending the TAAR program, the Congress will
continue to honor the commitment to help trade-impacted workers
make a necessary readjustment to their lives, This pledge
of assistance was initiated in 1962 and was extended with
improvements under the Trade Act of 1974.

The concept of the commitument underlying TAA benefits
was twofold: On the one hand, liberalizing of our trading
relationship with other nations would result in a lowering
of prices as foreign goods compete with domestic ones, but,
on the other hand, as a consequence of this liberalized
competition, some workers and some firms would be injured.
The TAA benefits would be applied both as compensation for

the injury and as assistance in their readjustment.
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During the early years, as steel imports began to penetrate
at higher and higher precentages of domestic supply, most of
our members received the extended weekly cash benefits; and,
in conjunction with other benefits provided by our labor ’
agreements, hung tough until they returned to their jobs
either through the attrition of older workers or the return
of production.

This early TAA experience subjected the program to intense
congressional criticism, Cash benefits in many cases were

delivered to workers after they had returned to work, mostly

because of the long DOL certification process, After all,
since the unemployment had to be cause-related, it took time
to make a specific determination with regard to each petition.
Pew workers utilized the readjustment or training aspects of
the program, According to a Labor Department study, Eless N
than 1% of the 403,000 workers who received benefits between
1975 and 1978 applied for job search or relocation allowances,
and only 15,000 workers entered training,

In 1981, the program was radically changed. The weekly
cash benefits were reduced to the level of state unemployment
compensation. In addition, however, the Congress--which was
concerned about the readjustment feature
--reacted to the fact that there was no specific authorization

for training funds by enacting a line item authorization.
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Thus, 1f workers sought training opportunities, there was a
greater expectation that a program would be provided although
the Administration has resisted making training an entitlement.
The emphasis under the new program focused on the readjustment
features,

Since our members recognize that their plants are closing
permanently, there has been a significantly higher number
requesting retraining., The Labor Department estimates that
approximately 10,000 steelworkers have entered TAA training
since 1981 and Spproximately one-fourth of the workers who
completed training have been placed in positions related to
that training, Hence, concurrent with the changes in the
law and with the situation in the steel mill employment,
laid off workers are more realistically applying for, training.
The major contribution of the TAA training program is the
income maintenance which is available while a worker is enrolled.

S. 1544 would move the TAA program further into the
field of readjustment, As we interpret the bill, each worker
certified for TAA benefits would be eligible for a voucher
in the amount of $4,000 to defray the costs of a training
program. In addition, workers who obtain a training voucher
would be eligible to receive up to 52 weeks of cash benefits

to conclude such training.



2. Training Definition
As I mentioned earlier, our union is committed to

readjustment and we support this approach. However, I would
like to comment on the definition of what constitutes training.
A great many of our laid off steelworkers have employment
gkills, What skill they lack is the skill to find another

job., They usually th}nk of thelr skills as being exclusively
those which they have employed at their job. The training
programs which we are initiating under our dislocated steelworker
programs include such things as skill assessment and employment
profile analysis, resume writing and job search skills, We
would appreciate the assurance that enrollment in these training
sessio;s would be considered as appropriate training under

the terms of this bill., Section 3 of the Roth bill references
Section 303 of JTPA wherein authorized training includes
"related employment services" which encompasses, but is not
limited, to:

o Jjob search assistance, including jo
clubs .

o job development

o training in job skills

o supportive services, including commuting
assistance and financial and personal
counseling

o pre-layoff assistance

o relocation assigtance
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o programs conducted by employers and
labor organization to provide early
intervention in the event of closures
of plants,
The Steel Import Stabilization Act, which became Title
VIII of the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984, indicated in the
House report:
"The phrase'retraining of workers' as used
in this subparagraph relates to various
types of retraining and workers assistance
programs, including those directed to the
enhancement of existing skills.,"
3. Income Maintenance
Section 2(a) (1) of the Roth bill conditions cash
assistance upon enrollment in a training program. 1In this
section, the Act more tightly-~or even more rigidly--ties
TAA to the adjustment process, It assumes that all workers
need training--even in terms of the more broadly defined
concept. However, such might not be the case. Actually,
although the worker's job may be structurally eliminated,
the wo:ke:'himaelf, in terms of his skills, may not be
structurally obsolete. Income maintenance, in other words,
may be just as justified for the structurally displaced
worker as for the cyclically unemployed worker. Therefore,
we would suggest that for the trade-impacted workers a
longez period of income maintenance would not be
inappropriate. His transition to making a commitment to

enroll in a training program should not be so abrupt that he

55-520 0 - 86 - 2
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must make his decision before his state unemployment
compensation expires., In many cases, management places
workers on "indefinite layoff" status and, hence, the worker
holds out expectation of return to the plant., USWA would,
therefore, suggest a longer period of cash maintenance.

Furthermore, as the impact of trade reaches into many
communities which may not have elaborated retraining
facilities, we recommend that where there are not adequate
retraining opportunities, those workers should not be
deprived of their cash allowances,

4. Particular Job Skills

Section 236(c) (1) prohibits the redemption of «

voucher used by a worker if such employer is engaged in the
same occupation from which the worker was separated. Again,
we believe the language is too restrictive, Many workers
have been employed on machinery and equipment that may be
outmoded. A machinist, for ekample, may be hireable at that
occupation, but need only learn to shift from the U.S.
system of measurement to the metric system. We do not
believe that a readjustment proposal should preclude such
training, DOL's Eamployment and Training Administration
conducted a special survey of some 8,700 TAA participants
from the steel industry who have entered training since
October 1981. About one-fourth of those who completed
training obtained jobs related to their fields of
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training. Many of these skills were in areas related to
their steel mill experience.
5. Reasonable Job Expectation

Section 3 of H.R., 1544 describes the criteria
gé&ernlng the approval of the training programs for which a
voucher shall be made available, It is appropriate that
state on-the-job training and PIiC-approved JTPA programs are
eligible opportunities for a TAA recipient. Currently, ETA
Program Directive No. 32-83 notes: ", . ., acceptance of
training opportunities by eligible individuals pursuant to
Section 302, JTPA, will be deemed acceptance of such
training within the meaning of the (TAA) requirement."
However, we suggest that subsection (4) allows the
Secretary--as is now the practice--to approve training
projects that are outside of the PIC process. In this way,
TAA can maintain a flexibility providing a greater range of
training opportunities to trade-impacted workers than might
be avallable under JTPA.

FPurthermore, criterion (4) repeats the TAA Section

236 (a) (1) admonition to the DOL Secretary that he may
approve training projects where "there is a reasonable
expectation of employment," USWA would note that the
expectation should not require that the employment oppor-
tunity be available or offered to the workers immediately
upon his completion of training. This Iinterpretation is in

the House Ways & Means TAA extension provision.
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6. Truat Account
8. 1544 directs the President to obtain GATT

approval to impose a fee on trade to fund this readjustment

program with a cap of 1% of the value of imports,.

Our union has supported variations of this linkage
between imports and worker readjustment before and we endose
this concept contained in Senator Roth's measu:;. If only
1/10th of cap were authorized this year, about $350 million
would be available for training opportunities for dislocated
workers, Contrast this with the $54 million currently
appropriateq for training under the TAA program.

In conclusion, Mr, Chairman, we agree with Senator
Roth's remarks that we are experiencing a "trade shock" of
mind-boggling size, Some can adjust easily to the shock;
other can't, Investors can move their capital from a dying
industry to growth industries overnight. Working people who
have worked ten or fifteen years in a plant have a deep
investment in their homes and communities and have to start
all over again. Their adjustment takes a long time because
they have to begin it from within a deep hole. We hope that
this proposal will give them a new lease on life and that

the deep hole will not become a tomb.
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APPENDIX
USWA DISLOCATED WORKER PROGRAM

As our name indicates, we represent workers in the
basic steel industry--from iron ore extraction through all
the production stages to the final steel products,

However, steelworkers are a minority of our total
membership. We also represent working men and women in the
copger industry, aluminum, heavy machinery, earth moving
equipment, machine tools, hand tools, tableware and
flatwear, lawn furniture, bicycles, chemicals and hundreds
of other manufactured itens,

While the crises in the steel and copper industries
have received headline coverage as a consequence of the
International Trade Commission's findings that imforts are a
significant cause of serious injury to domestic firms and
workers, announcements of plant closings in these other
industries have become so routine that they hardly make the
front pagesa. The threat of moving a baseball franchise gets
more space than the threat of closing a plant that has
gerved as the economic generator of a community.

Mr, Chairman: before moving to the specific business,
let me abstract from a recent study conducted by the
Congressional Research Service encitled, "Employment in the
Steel Industry: The Shape of Change®: The conclusions
drawn from that study emphasize that:

o Modernization in the domestic steel industry
means a permanently reduced work force;

o Enployment security among current workers is
tenuous;

o For dislocated steelworkers, prospects of
finding new jobs that offer comparable earnings
and benefits are dim,

While these findings are given for the close to 200,000
steelworkers who have been dislocated over the past five
years, they are, nevertheless, evident and conclusive,

Our union is responding to these men and women with all
the resources we can marshall, We have established a Task
Porce on Dislocated Workers and hope to have in place soon a
program for their readjustment.
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In May, the Secretary of Labor initiated a plan for the
readjustment of dislocated copper and steel workers in 26
states, Programs have been developed through state and
local Private Industry Councils and, pending the
gepa;tment's final approval, should become operable in early

ctober.

These programs call for the establishment of
Dislocated Worker Centers that will provide a comprehensive
range of transition services for those who have been laid
off during this current round of shutdowns,

Laid off workers will be encouraged to attend workshops
in which each individual will receive an orientation to the
program and be given direction in self-assessment of his/her
strengths and weaknesses, assistance in the development of
job search objectives, and a plan to reach those objectives.

The plan calls for the establishing job search clubs or
teams to facllitate networking ogportunitles as well as
motivation and guidance for the individual in conducting the
job search.

Center personnel will develop and maintain listing of
employment opportunities to which qualified individuals can

apply.

Contacts will be establishud with local soclal service
groups for referral of individuals with personal or familial
problems. R

Professional teating and assessments will be conducted
which would result in direct job placement or referral for
remedial education or retraining.

Tomorrow at our union's training center in Pittsburgh,
we will begin a series of training sessions for groups of
unemployed Steelworkers whose task it will be to reach out
to thelr laid off brothers and sisters andd advise them of
the worth of these programs and encourage them to
paticipate.

I would like to submit for inclusion in the record a
more detailed description of those services which we hope to
incorporate in all these centers,

Many of these unemployed steelworkers are of the third
generation who have worked in the same mill, They have
witnessed the periodic shutdowns when demand for steel was
down and then have returned when the economy eventually
recovered. It is most difficult for them to come to the
realization that this layoff is structural in nature and,
therefore, their unemployment is a permanent condition.
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Introduction

The steel industry in the United States has experienced a traumatic
change in recent years. With changing markets and increased penetration
by foreign producers, the ms jor domestic producers have all experienced
erosion of sales, balance sheets and workforces. 1In 1978 the number of
eoployees {n the steel industry in the United States was 449,000, By
1982 the number 24 declined to 298,000. That number has continued to
decline.

United States Steel Corporation (USS) has been no exception in this
dowvnward trend in numbers. The closing of non-competitive facilities
has resulted {n msjor force reductions in 1979 and now again in 1984,
It 4s with concern for the lives and families of the employees impacted
by the recent plant closings that this proposal is prepared.

United States Steel, hereinafter refarred to as Company, and the United
Steelworkers of America, hereinafter referred to &s the Union, intend to
jointly seek JTPA Title III funding and in-kind community and state
agency resources in order to be able to provide a full range of services
to sffected employees.

Progran Description

The transition assi{stance program will provide a compreh of
services to all USS employees, unfon-represented and non-union, affected
by the current round of shutdowns, if JYPA Title III funds and other
resources are availadle to support such a program. Services will de
coordinated through & Dislocated Worker Assistance Center, located at
the plant site, governed by a company~union administration committee
including a full time staff.

Proposed Program services to be provided are outlined in Program
Overview (page 1) and are described below.

A. Vorkshops

After affected individuals have been identified, contacted and
invited to participate, the initial phase of the assistance will be a
16~hour Workshop in which each individual will recefve an orientation
to the program, direction {n self-assessment of his/her strengths and
weaknesses, assistance in the development of job search objectives, &
plan to reach those objectives and practice in interviewing. The
Workshop will be conducted by experienced professionals and will
focus on the objective of assisting {ndividuals {n making their own
decision concerning occupational and/or educational objectives and in
establishing their owvn job search strategy.
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In the Workshops, job search clubs or teams will be developed with
12-20 members per team. This team will provide facilitated
networking opportunities, as well as motivation and guidance for the
individual in conducting the job search. The teams will meet on a

‘weekly basis to share information and report on progress in the job

search. It is through these teams that further job searcn training
and assistance can be provided.

Dislocated Worker Assistance Center

Prior to completion of the Workshops, individuals will be introduced
to the scope of services provided dy the Dislocated Worker Assistance
Center. These services include:

+Job Search Assistance

* «-Regsume or Data Sheet Preparation and Typing. The Workshops will
assist individuals in the developing of s rough draft of a
resume, Pergonnel at the Center will review this draft and
counsel individuals in making a finished copy. These will be
typed, copied and filed at the Center to assist individuals in
continued distridbution. Cover letters, if required, will also be
prepared and typed at the Center.

~=Telephone Service. Telephones will be available at the Center to
enable individuals to communicate with potential employers
nationwide. The Center will also provide workstation areas from
vhich individuals can base their job search,

+Job Clubs

~-The Job Clubs are designed to provide ongoing sssistance in the
job search effoft. They will meet at the Center, with Center
personnel assisting in the development and maintenance of the
clubs and providing information, materials, and support that will
further the clubs’ objectives.

«Job Development and Posting

--Personnel at the Center will develop and maintsin listings of
employment opportunities to which individuals can apply. All
opportunities will be posted at the Center for review by all
affected employees. Personnel will sttempt to develop openings
in the local areas, ss well as coordinate with Centers at other
locations to communicate listings from outside the local area.
When possible, compenies with multiple openings will be invited
to interview interested candidates at the Center. Our experience
wvith job development in our Management Career Continuation
Centers has been successful, averaging over 300 current job
1istings at each Center. Development of job openings for
Production and Maintenance, as well as Clerical and Technical
employees, should provide similar results.



<Resource Materisls

~-Critical inforustion and job sesrch material will be maintained
at the Center. This will include newspapers throughout the
nation, information on educational programs, grants, etc., and
state and federal employment possibilities, as well as programs
and agencies that can be of assistance, snd general information
on job, search and interviewing techniques.

«Social Services

-=The Center will develop and maintsin contsct with local social
service groups and will refer individuals for assistance to the
proper agency if the need cannot be handled by Center staff.
This will enable the Center to provide counseling and faaily
assistance beyond the expertise level existing at the Center.

-=-Stress counseling gervices are considered to be an {mportant part
of adjustment assistance and will be made availadle to USS
eaployees on-site at the Center through workshops snd/or
individual counseling sessions.

+Referral to Testing and Assessment

--Personnel at the Center will also develop and maintain a
relationship with the state employment service, vocational and
other educational i{nstitutions and other agencies that can
provide professional testing and assessment of individuals, which
could lead to job placement, or for educsation and retraining
purposes. These services will be made availsable to employees as
needed.

«Coordination of Education, Retraining and OJT Services

~=The Center Administrator and Retraining Specialists will
coordinate basic education, OJT and occupational retraining
services for affected USS employees. Systems will be set up to
accomplish the following:

~make information available to all employees about educaticn
OJT and retraining oportunities.

~provide financial assistance to eaployees for approved
education and retraining courses. Appropriste policies will
be developed by the Progranm Administration Comaittee for the
digbursement of these funds.

-establish procedures for coordinating education and
retraining with other services, such as testing and
assessment,.job development and jodb search assistance.

-establish procedures for follow-up job search assistance to
individuals after their education/retraining is complete.
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~establish procedures for the coordination and referral of
OJT positions.

~develop special short-term classes and workshops as needed.
C. Program Management and Coordination

The day-to~day management of the Center and Workshop activities will
be the responsidility of the Center Administrator. A Progran
Administration Committee will be established which will consist of an
equal nuaber of representatives of the company and the union. It
shall be the responsidility of the Committee to assume that all
Program operations reflect & coordinated approach. The Committee
shall have co-chairs representing the company and the union (one from
each) who will exercise co-egqual administrative responsibilities and
vho will be responsible for providing direction to the Center
Adainistrator.

.The Program will maintain a system of recordkeeping with two
objectives in mind. The first objective will be to assist with the
i{ndividual job search of participants. The system will provide for
tracing of individuals to assure follow-up and monitoring of each
ind{vidual’s progress and participation. The second objective of the
recordkeeping system will be to provide for Program accounting and
auditing purposes, as required, with Title 11T JTPA funds. The
system will record all job placements, number of individuals
participating in each phase of the Progranm and all expenditures by
appropriate cost category.

D. Duration of Program

The Dislocated Workers Assistsnce Program will operate for
approximately six months, dbeginning as close as possible to August
15, 1984, A phase~down period of several weeks will precede the
final closing of the Center in order to finslize administrative
details and make arrangements with local agencies to assist those
indf{viduals who have not yet found employment. The actual duration
of the Program is dependent on the level of funding received from
JTPA Title III, and other available resources.

Responsibilities of Center Staff

ADMINISTRATOR: (responsidle to Progruu Aduinistration Committee)
Responsibiiities include supervising all aspects of Center operations;
hiring Center staff; approving all Center contracts and sub-contracts;
assuring responsible fiscal mansgement of the Program; setting up a
Progran management system including a system for worker tracking and
referral; coordinating the various elements of the Program, including
Job search assistance, job development, relocation, and social services;
periodically reporting to the Program Adainistration Comnittee: working
closely with the Administration Cozmittee to identify and coordinate
community resources; coordinating and supervising all technical
assistance to the project; overseeing efforts to document and evaluate
Progras results; and providing assistance with the {mplementstion of
services.
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JOB DEVELOPER/RESOURCE COORDINATOR: Responsibilities include
tesearching existing job development activities occuring in the region;
working with the Program Administration Committee to create a
comprehensive job development strategy; developing a system for
capturing all information related to job opportunities and making the
information available to all workers; coordinating all job development
efforts with the job search Workshops and Job Clubs; contacting
prospective employers and supervising all employer outreach activities;
and providing assistance vith the implementation of services.

SECRETARY/WORD PROCESSOR: Responsibilities {nclude execution of
clerical duties related to Program aduministration; maintenance of
Progran filing systems; provision of clerical/support services, {.e.
preparation and revision of resumes’, cover letters, and job application
forms; and provide assistance to all workers.

COUNSELOR RETRAINING SPECIALIST: Responsibilities include obtaining
information from the Job Development Coordinator sbout skill
requirements associated with job opportunities; counsel individual
vorkers regarding education and training options; refer workers to
formal testing and assessment services as necessary; and assess the
effectiveness of varjous educsation and training activities; counsel
workers in resume’ development, cover letters and job application forus.

IV. Grant Recipient

For purposes of service continuity it {s proposed that the local Service
Delivery Ares serve gs the grant recipient. United States Steel
Corporation will sub-contract with the SDA to provide the services
mentioned sbove.
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TRA BENEPFITS

Weekly Cash Benefits Amount
(Flrst Payments)

1981 281,408 1,441,095,846
1982 30,403 103,012,242
1983 30,032 36,528,345
1984 15,821 35,253,244
1985 5,982 14,291,703
(through
May)
Training Amount
1981 20,386 1,919,158
1982 5,894 18,400,000
1983 29,106 14,129,252
1984 29,275 16,493,575
Job Search Amount Relocation Amount
1981 1,491 250,513 2011 2,023,230
1982 697 182,438 662 843,889
1983 697 172,050 - 3291 3,195,457
1984 799 183,500 2222 2,305,270
Total Amount All Pour Services
1981 1,445,288,747
1982 122,438,569
1983 54,025,104
1984 54,235,589
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MANPOWER POLICIBS AND UNEMPLOYMENT

This report focuses on the
various public programs which are
designed to provide assistance in
readjustment for unemployed workers:
unemployment compensation, Trade
Adjustment Assistance and the Job
Training Partnership Act.
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Introduction

Manpower policies are, of course, a vital aspect of a
general national economic policy. In the U.S., there has
been a general consensus that the application of macro-
economic policies were adequate responses to provide steady
employment opportunities to a growing work force.
Certainly, there is always a dispute as to what is an
acceptable level of unemployment below which there might be
precipitated a change in stimulating aspects of a national
economic policy.

During the last four years, we have been witnessing
another type of change--a substantive shift from a Keynesian
economic approach to the Reagan "supply-~side" national
economic policy. Suffice it to say that essential "safety
net" ingredients in either policy option are the roles of
income maintenance systems and worker retraining programs.

Where either cyclical or structural unemployment
occurs, intervention through these safety nets is necessary
to provide relief until the recessionary pressures recede or
workers have adjusted to other jobs.

According to The New American Unemployment, a report by
Northeast-Midwest Institute:

"The displacement of workers from jobs
has occurred periodically, What is 'new'
in the last ten years is the scope and
complexity of the unemployment caused by
dislocation. More people appear to be
affected for longer periods of time in an
economy increasingly interdependent within
the nation and internationally.

"An unsystematic collection of support
programs, while adequate to deal with
temporary unemployment, now are proving
insufficient to cope with prolonged
unenployment, recurring recessions, and
shifting skill demands., The resulting
dislocation threatens not only an
individual's financial and psychological
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well-being, but also his or her membership in
the community and the wider social fabric as
well,"

However, at a time in which the Reagan
Administration engaged in a massive shift in a

- national economic policy, it also advocated
reduction in, and in some cases elimination of
the income maintenance programs, particularly
the federal aspect of unemployment compensation
and the Trade Adjustment Assistance. The
retraining programs also underwent substantive
revisions.

Scope of the Problem

in order to obtain a perspective with regard to these
two categories of "safety-net" programs, it is necessary to
define the scope of the unemployment problenm,

The unemployed workers are identified under various
categories which are descriptive of the reasons or causes of
layoff,

Frictional: workers who are moving from one job to
another or from one location to another,

Seasonal: workers in industries where weather is a
factor (building trades, fishing, recreational, etc.)
or workers in industries where production is
interrupted for model changes (auto assembly).

Cyclical: 1layoffs resulting from economic downturns
but who expect to return to their jobs,

Structural: originally, the term applied to groups of
persons who lacked skills -to mesh with current
employment (disadvantaged youth) and groups
discriminated against (minorities, women, older
persons,) This term also identified workers whose jobs
were automated (elevator operators, farm laborers),
This term is also used to describe unemployed workers
whose layoffs occur because their industry has been
forced to "restructure®; i.e., consolidate operations
or retrench because of massive global changes (oil
crisis, foreign imports, expansion of capacity
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overseas, etc.). Workers in this last category
are gradually being referred to under the
definition that follows.

Displaced or Dislocated: Workers with
demonstrated job skills and stable attachment to
their current employment but! —hose .ndustries
are downsizing because of global market changes.
By definition, these workers are not expected to
return to comparable employment with other firms
in their industries,

The Labor Department's Employment and Training
Division recently published the results of a survey
of workers laid off during the five year period 1979-
1984, Of the 11.5 million surveyed, 43% were judged
to be dislocated workers,

Here are some of the findings:

o Job losses stemmed from one of three
factors: the closing or moving of a
plant or company; slack work; or the
abolishing of a position or shift,

o Almost half of the dislocated workers
had lost jobs in the manufacturing
industry, mainly in durable goods
industries, with these subtotals of job
losses:

-220,000 in primary metals;
-400,000 in machinery (except
electrical);
~-350,000 in transportation eguipment,
of which 225,000 were in auto
production.

o Only 60% of the dislocated workers had
found new jobs at the end of the survey,
and primary metals workers were hardest
hit with a mere 45.7% reemployed at the
end of the survey.

o The East North Central and Middle
Atlantic regions suffered the largest
dislocations as would be expected by the
concentration of heavy industry there.
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o Older workers, women, Blacks and
Hispanics had higher rates of
dislocation and less success in
readjusting.

o Among successful full-time job finders,
there was a substantial number (428%)
that suffered considerable earning loss.

In a special DOL study "Causes and Remedies for
Displacement of Steel Workers", the unique situation
facing the unemployed steelworker was described:

"These characteristics make displaced steel
workers very different from typical
disadvantaged individuals who were targeted
in other training and employment programs.
Displaced steel workers are older, more
experienced, less female, and come from the
mainstream of America. They therefore have
many of the important and basic job skills
that disadvantaged workers often lack,
Displaced steel workers have stable work
histories, skills, and work experience.
Their basic need is a job, and for steel
workers in particular there are two obstacles
typically in their way. First the local job
market often does not provide the jobs that
can use their current skills immediately.
Hence, to find a job, a displaced steel
worker must give up an occupation he has had
for many years, and learn new skills. The
industry specific skills gained by many steel
workers in the mills are often not directly
transferable to other local industries,
except for certain craftsmen and genreral
laborers, Secondly, since steelworkers have
earned a wage considerably higher than the
average for most other industries, they
typically have to accept a decrease in their

pay.”

The current dislocation of workers with proven skills
and firm attachment to employment has occurred
simultaneously with the longest and deepest recession since
World War II. In reality, over the last four years, there
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were two recessions: a relatively mild one in the mid-
1980's followed by a massive downturn during the last three
quarters of 1981 and the entire 1982, The present recovery
has leveled off with unemployment still over 7 percent, a
rate considered unacceptable a few years ago, It is within
this context that we review the two safety net programs,

INCOME MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS

During these last two recessions, there were two public
programs designred to assist unemployed workers:
Unemployment Insurance (UI) and the Trade Adjustment
Assistance (TAA) program.

1. State Unemployment Insurance: UI

The state UI program was initiated in 1935 to serve
three purposes:

o to provide temporary compensation for workers
and their families;

o the aggregate spending of this compensation
serves to offset further recessionary pressures
through the aggregate impact that compensation
spending would represent;

o maintain a skilled workforce for employers for
subsequent recall,

Most states provide 26 weeks of UI benefits for workers
who have established enough qualifying weeks of employment.

Most states also require eligible recipients of UI to
participate in an active job search and to be "willing,
ready and available" to accept a comparable job offering.
Thus, as it was originally designed, the state UI system
best serves the frictional and seasonal unemployed and those
laid off during mild recessions. However, recessionary or
cyclical unemployment increased in its duration thereby
putting stress on the state UI to meet the demands of
workers and their families.

State employment services provided precious little to
their structurally unemployed. Attempts to meet the needs
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of disadvantaged youth, minorities, women and handicapped
workers flowed from Federal measures like the Manpower
Development and Training Program (MDTA), the Comprehensive
Education and Training Program (CETA), Head Start, Job
Corps, Targeted Youth Program, and through legislative and
judicial actions prohibiting discriminatory practices in
hiring and upgrading employment,

While the problems of the structurally unemployed
continue to evade a more systematic approach by the federal
government, the Congress was under pressure to respond to
the mounting pressure relative to the failure of the UI
system to handle extended recessionary unemployment. Two
basic initiatives were undertaken: EB and FSC programs.

A. Federal/State Rxtended Benefit Program: EB

As the duration of recessions lengthened in the mid-
fifties and early '60's, the federal government joined with
the states to extend weekly Ul coverage to a maximum of 39
weeks. This Federal/State Extended Benefit (EB) Program was
permanently enacted under the Employment Security Act (PL91-
373). 1In addition to extending coverage to 4.8 million
previously ineligible workers, the EB Program provided up to
13 additional weeks of benefits to all eligible workers who
had exhausted their state benefits whenever the national
Insured Unemployment Rate (IUR) breached 4.5 percent.
Individual states triggered onto the EB Program whenever its
, IUR breached 4% and exceeded by 20% its previous two-year
average,

The costs of the EB Program are borne equally through
matching funds by states with the federal treasury.

The intent was to provide a more automatic continuation
of benefits beyond the 26-week period. Congress did not
want to be constantly confronted with requests for emergency
extensions of relief., Furthermore, the longer duration of
ever higher levels of unemployment remaining after each
recessionary episode, convinced Congress that more than 26
weeks of benefits were necessary, provided, however, the
duration of the benefits varied according to the levels of
unemployment in the states.,
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B. Federal Temporary Compensation: TC/FSC

With the length and the severity of the unemployment
expanding even a 39-week program of compensation was not
deemed by Congress to be adequate, Therefore, in addition
to the EB Program, the federal government has provided
temporary compensation at times during the last three
recessions:

1. Temporary Compensation was put in place during
the 1971-72 recession providing a maximum
duration of 52 weeks in states where the
unemployment rate exceeded 6.5 percent.

2. FPederal Supplemental Benefits, three years
later, provided up to 65 weeks during the
period January, 1975 through November, 1977.

3. Federal Supplemental Compensation was initiated
from September, 1982 through March, 1985
providing a sliding scale maximum duration from
40 weeks in low unemployment states to 65 weeks
in states with high levels,

These programs were fully funded by the federal
government out of general revenues. They were not financed
by a payroll tax.

Another feature of the federal extension programs was
that the Congress "reached back" and provided further
extended benefits to those who had exhausted all of their
previous PSC benefits. However, each time that the issue
arose, there developed the question as to whether the longer
term unemployed should be compensated through public welfare
or unemployment compensation, At a time when the nation was
facing 10% unemployment, it seemed reasonable to suggest
that such unemployed workers should continue to be
compensated under the UI systems, However, when the
unemployment levels began to drop, not only did the concept
of the federal extension come under attack, but the "reach
back" was also challenged.

In other words, the structurally unemployed--those who
by definition will take a longer time in order to be
reemployed--were not considered to be a responsibility of
the ULl systems, In the past, when the structurally
unemployed were few in numbers, the political or public
policy aspect of their plight could be discounted. But
presently, with the massive structural changes occurring in
the manufacturing sector, vast numbers of workers are

gt
R
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joining the ranks of the displaced or structurally
unemployed. The role of income maintenance, coupled with a
retrainin rogram, remains a major public policy issue. So
far the Congress has rejected a linkage between income
maintenance and training, The worker is expected to maintain
himself during the training period--despite the fact that he
is unemployed.

The FSC, since it provided the assurance of longer
duration in income maintenance, did create a more favorable
situation for workers who might elect to enter more -
substantive retraining programs. Of course, some workers
might not use the advantage to enroll in such programs, But
with the growing awareness that a high percentage of
unemployment-~at least in the steel mills--is structural,
many workers realize that return to the mills is limited and
retraining provides them with a distinctive advantage tc
o?tain a higher wage job comparable to the ones lost in the
mills.

Thus, while FSC was obviously a response to the longer
term duration of cyclical unemployment, it was also an
opportunity for dislocated workers, Unfortunately, that
aspect of FSC did not receive recognition by Congress--nor
the Administration--which moved to terminate the program
when the "emergency" levels of unemployment began to
decline,

2, Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)

TAA was first enacted in 1962 to provide assistance and
readjustment for workers who lost employment as a result of
changes in national policies regarding protective trade
practices, The program was liberalized under the 1974 Trade
Act to extend benefits to unemployed workers where imports
could be shown to have contributed importantly to their
firms' decline in sales or production.

TAA benefits include:

o weekly cash benefit allowance

o job search and family relocation allowances

o training (Of the four benefits provided by TAA,
training was never defined as an entitlement
and has always had funds appropriated far below
the level of need.)
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In the early years, 1975-80, the program provided
generous weekly cash benefits (70% of a worker's average
weekly wage capped at the national average manufacturing
wage for up to 52 weeks). Most workers in manufacturing
used the cash benefit portion almost exclusively, choosing
to continue their relationship with their current employer
in the hope that increased production or job openings due to
the attrition of older workers would provide an employment
opportunity.

In 1981, the TAA program was radically changed. The
weekly cash benefits were reduced to the level of a worker's
state unemployment compensation rate and these allowances
were offset by any and all other weeks of compensation
provided by the state and combined state/federal programs.

Faced with the reality that many nlants were closing
permanently and that the probability of returning to
employment in their industry, a significantly higher number
of trade impacted workers turned to the readjustment
benefits: training and relocation.

WORKER RETRAINING PROGRAMS

1. Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA)

Since the mid 60's the federal government engaged in
workir training programs for industrial workers. The
original Manpower Development and Training Act (MDTA) was
designed to provide an additional tool to the Bureau of
Employment Service to assist unemployed workers. However,
as the economy began to expand, the training program was
directed more toward hard-core unemployed persons who were
being by-passed by the economic system, persons many of whom
were young, had no work-related histories and little work

skills, That program--Comprehensive Employment Training Act
(CETA)--was a key part of the antipoverty campaign.

Rowever, CETA was not equipped to handle the special
problems of the structurally unemployed worker--~the so-
called dislocated worker. In a more active economy, focus
on such a type of unemployed worker might not be needed.
But because of the profound changes affecting major
industries resulting in a large number of areas with highly
concentrated unemployed workers and because the
transformation is continuing, it became more evident that
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the training programs had to shift emphasis to focus upon
the peculiar problems arising from the joblessness of older
skilled workers, - .

Title III of the Job Training Partnership Act provides
training and readjustment benefits for "Dislocated Workers"
defined as workers who have three or more years attachment
to their current employment and have either been terminated
or who have no reasonable expectation of returning to
comparable employment in their industries,

Funds are allocated by the Labor Department to the
various states based on their relative unemployment.

Governors have complete discretion on their own
allocation of funds within their jurisdictions. Within
states, each labor market area must establish a Private
Industry Council (PIC) with a majority membership composed
of employers who determine which skills are in short supply
and what training is necessary to meet that demand. Union
representation is also mandated for the councils,

Workers in industries undergoing structural changes may
be declared dislocated and programs may be authorized to
include these specific groups. JTPA represented a
substantial shift from the previous federal training
programs in that the administration of the programs were
decentralized in consonance with the Reagan philosophy to
deemphasize the role of the federal government. However,
there is merit to the need to make the training program more
responsive to the job opportunities of the area--which
presumably is the advantage of the PICs,

Our union, under Appendix O of the Basic Steel
Agreement, has pursued JTPA grants with basic steel
companies where facilities have been terminated. We have
received JTPA grants to establish Dislocated Worker Training
Centers at each facility permanently closed by U.S.Steel in
1984, and are currently in the process of establishing
similar centers in cooperation with other basic steel
companies.

2. Trade Readjustment Assistance (TRA)

In addition to the cash income maintenance aspect of
TRA, the program also provided funds for financing training
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programs, To a certain extent, these funds might be a
duplication of the JTPA funds., However, TRA preceded JTPA
and represented the only pragmatic funding which was
exclusively dedicated to the dislocated worker. Questions
have arisen as to whether this separate funding should be
terminated or folded into the JTPA program, Duplication of
programs is certainly a problem which could be confronted.
However, it should be pointed out that the expenditure of
these TRA funds was linked to the cash maintenance aspect of
the program, Indeed, an additional 26 weeks of benefits up
to 78 weeks was available conditioned upon entrance into a
training program.

The earlier TRA experience subjected the program to
intense Congressional criticism. Cash benefits in many
cases were delivered to workers after they had returned to
work. Furthermore, very few workers utilized the
readjustment or training aspects of the program. According
to a DOL study, less than 1% of 403,000 individuals who
received benefits between 1975 and 1978 also received the
search and relocation allowances. Only 15,000 workers
participated in training.

Nevertheless, while the payment of cash benefits should
be viewed as conpensation for injury received due to import-
related layoffs, the readjustment features of TRA were not
properly tested at the time. Now, unfortunately, many laid
off steelworkers realize that they will not be returning to
work. Hence, the readjustment features have greater
appropriateness, It would be ironic that, at a time during
which there is a strong desire to accept the adjustment
features of the TRA program Congress might terminate these
benefits.

Furthermore, it should be realized that the extended
cash benefits duration of TRA gives a willing worker an
opportunity to enter a longer job training program than he
might otherwise be unable to accept.

A major defect of the JTPA program is that it does not
provide cash benefits, Ul payments can, since they are being
offered for only 26 weeks, provide an incentive to enter a
short-term training program. The longer duration provided
by the TRA cash benefits, allows for a more expansive
opportunity beyond the 26 weeks (UI period)--up to 78 weeks
(TRA period) for training programs,




Legislative Synopsis

1. Unemployment Compensation

Bowing to the problem of the budget deficit and the
threat of a Presidential veto, the full House Ways and Means
Committee refused to approve any extension of the Federal
Supplemental Compensation program beyond the exhaustion of
eligibility of those on that program as of April 6th.

In an unusual move, Speaker O'Neill appealed by letter
to President Reagan: "Mr., President, where do you stand?
Is there any variety of extension that you could support?"
The answer from Reagan was swift, In a press conference on
the evening he received the letter the President said:

"There's no need to continue it
when we've got a recovery that is
creating jobs at a rapid
rate...workers who ‘are having
problems /should enroll/ in job
training programs instead of

. seeking further government aid."

Originally, there was some anticipation that the
Federal Supplementary Compensation could be extended for
another 3 to 6 months, H,R. 890 introduced by Congressman
Pease would have extended compensation for 18 months, The
bill at first received negative reaction, After extensive
lobbying and a Washington rally of unemployed workers, the
subcommittee did report a bill which provided only 3 months
of extension. Even the calling by Congressman Oberstar (D-
MN) of a special session of the House Democratic Caucus was
necessary in order to push the House leadership into a
position of support. However, the full committee with four
key Democrats (Rostenkowski (D~IL), Gibbons (D-FL),

Pickle (D-TX), and Flippo (D-AL) voting with all the
Republicans except one (Shuster-Pa), overrode the
subcommittee version and reported a bill which simply
allowed those who were currently drawing FSC benefits to
continue to receive the maximum weeks of entitlement.
Basically, however, the House Ways & Means Committee killed
an extension of the program,

The Senate Finance Committee followed the House plan
and proposed a phase-out (i.,e,, discontinuance) of the FSC,.
Even that unsatisfactory response to the plight of the long-
term unemployed was opposed by the President, He did,
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however, sign the bill, Prior to final Senate action, two
votes were taken on the floor to extend the program for six
months., The amendment offered by Senator Specter was for a
much longer duration of benefits than even the 3-month plan
which had already been killed by the House Ways and Means
Committee. Hence, there was little likelihood that such an
expansion amendment could have prevailed. A more modest
amendment,namely, the 3-month extension plan adopted by the
House subcommittee, might have been more realistic. Yet
some Senators wanted a pro-unemployment compensation vote
regardless of the possibility that the measure might not
survive.

Opposition was, of course, generated by the concern
over the federal deficit and the threatened veto.
Nevertheless, there was a deeper reaction, The plight of
the long-term unemployment was not perceived to be one
answerable by an extension of unemployment compensation.
Indeed, some studies were quoted as indicating that the
longer workers receive unemployment compensation, the longer
they delay job search. Perhaps, during a period of
extensive cyclical unemployment--around a jobless rate of
10%--support could be elicited for longer durations of
emergency unemployment compensation. But for the more
distinct structurally unemployed workers, there seems to be
little sympathy for income maintenance programs. There is a
growing awareness that more intensive retraining is
necessary for these workers. USWA concurs in the need for
training of displaced workers, but feels that a necessary
ingredient in such an approach includes an income
maintenance system during the training. However, we do not
have a special public policy measure for displaced workers.

We are now confronted with a serious situation. With
the demise of the FSC program and the ineffectiveness of the
EB system (at the current levels of unemployment), the
structurally unemployed worker is stripped of benefits after
the exhaustion of the UI 26 weeks-—-except for the import-
related unemployed workers., USWA expresses real concern
that as our basic industries are engaged in substantial
restructuring, the training programs for the structurally
unemployed can be seriously compromised.

At present, there is little prospect that Congress will
react to the problems of.the structurally unemployed. The
subcommittee on Employment Compensation sent to the full
Ways and Means Committee a Pease bill (H.R., 1072) reforming
the Extended Benefit program, If*the EB program could be
restructured so that income maintenance could be extended
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for more than 26 weeks, perhaps the retraining measures
could have more meaning. However, the reform bill is dead
in the water.

2. Trade Readjustment Assistance (TRA)

The role of TRA in the readaptation of workers because
of its twin features of income maintenance and training
funds, while limited in its scope to trade-impact workers,
is, nevertheless, critical. However, the Administration is
determined to conclude the Trade Adjustment Assistance
program this year. Rep. Pease (D-OH) began field hearings
to reauthorize and improve the program.

We believe the following improvements should be
includea:

o providing TAA benefits to component nu:.ts and
service suppliers;

o eliminating time barriers and other hurdles
which delay or deny the delivery of benefits;

o providing training to all dislocated workers
who request it.

In April, the Department of Labor released a report:
"Causes and Remedies for Displacement of Steel Workers." A
setaside of $10 million from the nationally reserved funds
of JTPA was provided for unemployed basic Steelworkers,
Additionally, the Administration set aside $5 million for
jobless copper workers. However, some of these workers are
entitled to TRA benefits, Future shutdowns, which might be
import related, could entitle USWA workers to the services
of the USWA Dislocated Workers Program now underway as the
result of Appendix O of the collective bargaining contract.
If cash benefits are available--and now only through TRA--
then they have greater options in utilizing the program,

3. Job Training Partnership Act

Since JTPA is already in place, the main congressional
action relates to its funding requests. Under the pressure
of the budget deficits, the Administration recommended
decreases in 1986 expenditures. The House Budget Committee,
(Chaired by Gray (D-PA), restored the funds to the 1985
levels. The budget has not yet been approved by Congress.
The appropriation battle will occur later in the year.
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The Administration has also requested Congress to
rescind JTPA funds held over from past appropriations,
While the Congress has refused to grant the recision, the
Department's request for 1986 JPTA funding is far below the
estimated need. Actually, since the Congress refused to
allow the Administration to return unused JTPA funds to the
Treasury, the Steelworkers setaside was made possible.
Additionally, some $26 million of TRA training funds are
also available, Congress also having declined to accept the
White House rescision request.

4. Plant Closings

A bill, HR 1616, on Plant Closings has been introduced
by Reps, Clay (D-MO), Ford (D-MIl) and Conte (R-MA). This
measure would require businesses to provide 3 months advance
notice before permanently laying off 50 or more employees.
In union shops, employers must provide all relevant
information and discuss alternatives to the closure. The
bill also calls for the establishment of a National
Commission on Plant Closings and Worker Dislocation to study
and report legislative recommendations concerning plant
closings,

This year's legislative version is a far cry from
previous bills which were introduced and which provided a
vast array of readjustment benefits in addition to measures
of intervention which were designed to forestall shutdown,
However, H.R, 1616, aside from the advance notice, merely
requests that a study be undertaken to determine what might
be feasible policy measures which could be instituted in the
case of shutdown. The commission study approach is similar
to one undertaken to handle the crisis with the Social
Security system. However, even this mild version has
received opposition from industry forces.

The bill has been reported out of subcommittee and is
now pending before the full Hovse Labor and Education
Committee, Currently, there are 104 co-sponsors but only
six (6) Republicans: (Conte (MA), Schneider (CT), Boehlert
(NY), Horton (NY), and Smith (NJ). Additionally, Secretary
of Labor Brock has established a Task Force on Economic
Adjustment and Worker Dislocation. The scope of the task
force's assignment 1s comprehensive. However, the
legislation is still needed because of the advance notice on
shutdowns and requirement to consult on alternatives.




This Newsletter is intended to
provide information about the
network of programs which has been
designed to assist workers during
periods of temporary layoff and to
help dislocated workers'
readjustment process leading to
meaningful new employment.

The Administration's strategy is to
claim that each program taken
singularly is wunnecessary because
other programs  are in place.
Therefore, we must be prepared to
convince Congress that all of the
components are necessary.

We will advise you as specific
bills begin to move through the
legislative process. '
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STATEMENT BY RICK McHUGH, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL,
UNITED AUTO WORKERS, WASHINGTON, DC

Mr. McHuGH. Mr. Chairman, I, too, have a longer statement
which I would like you to read.

Senator DANFORTH. You don’t have to ask for permission, be-
cause—and I say this to all the witnesses who are here today—we
do hope that you will observe the time limitation, and your state-
gnefl_ltlsl will be included automatically in the record as though given
in full.

Mr. McHucH. Thank you.

The UAW strongly supports the extension and the improvement
of the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program. These programs are
an essential part of the development of any comprehensive trade

icy.

The TAA Program has represented and should in the future rep-
resent a special covenant between the victims of trade policies and
the Government that makes and administers those trade policies.

I would like to just focus my comments specifically on two fea-
tures of S. 1544, which are troubling to us.

First of all, the requirement that someone accept training in
order to be eligible for the cash assistance seems rather ill advised.
This would be a tremendous shift in the focus of the program.
Many hundreds of thousands of people have been certified under
the program; many fewer thousands have ever found training
under the program.

The problem with the training, in our view, has not been with
workers’ unwillingness to accept training, but with funding snafus
between the Department of Labor not releasing the funds promptly
enough, not providing sufficient administrative funds to the States
to administer the Training Assistance Programs, and States’ un-
willingness or unfamiliarity with the programs which has led them
ﬂOt to perhaps promote those programs as well as they should

ave.

In the past, the UAW has supported the use of vouchers for
training in the trade adjustment assistance area as an option; how-
ever, the bill as written would require vouchers as the sole financ-
ing mechanism for training under TAA. We believe that some
training requires $4,000 and some training doesn’t require $4,000;
just as, in the two areas that we are troubled about, it seems that
we are legislating a uniform approach. We are assuming that ev-
eryone who is laid off because of imports needs training and that
that training is available. I don’t think those assumptions are true
in many areas where we have had experience with the program.

Similarly, with the voucher, we are in an area where we assume
that there is a uniform amount of money that will be sufficient for
every training, and we don’t think that is true, either. .

We do suﬁport the import fee as a method of financing trade ad-
justment. This seems fair, that the problem that is causing the loss
of jobs should also be a source of funding.

e also support the lengthening of the time limits which are in
the present law, which have produced a lot of inequities for many
of our members who have been certified but haven’t been able to
either take the training or receive the cash assistance that they
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were eligible for because of the different time limits which are too
restrictive at this moment.

Mr. Chairman, in the auto industry we have a situation which is
similar to that in other industries also, where people who make the
component parts of automobiles and who are laid off because of the
imports of foreign automobiles are not eligible for trade adjustment
assistance as it is currently written. We would urge the subcommit-
tee to favorably consider an expansion of the coverage of TAA to
cover these clearly identifiable victims of imports. It doesn’t seem
very fair and equitable for someone who has clearly lost their job
due to imports to be excluded because of the limitation on the defi-
nition of “trade impacted.”

We think this is a very important bill for our membership. We
are glad to see this interest from the subcommittee, and we look
forward to positive action in the near future.

Thank you.

{Mr. McHugh's written testimony follows:)

STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION, UNITED AUTOMOBILE, AEROSPACE AND
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT WORKERS OF AMERICA

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, my name is Rick McHugh, As-
sociate General Counsel of the UAW. We are delighted to be here today and to have
the opportunity to testify before this Subcommittee on the important subject of the
Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) program for workers.

The UAW represents more than one million workers and their families. We
strongly support the extension of the Trade Adjustment Assistance program author-
ized as part of the Trade Act of 1974. As this Subcommittee knows well, the TAA
program will expire on September 30, 1985, unless Congress acts to extend it. We
believe strongly that the Congress should do so, and we urge this Subcommittee to
approve legislation without delay to continue and improve the TAA program.

TAA REPRESENTS A SPECIAL COVENANT BETWEEN THE VICTIMS OF U.S. TRADE POLICY AND
THEIR GOVERNMENT

Mr. Chairman, the TAA program represents a special covenant between the vic-
tims of trade policies and their government, which has made and administers those
policies. The program has been an integral part of U.S. trade policy for more than
20 years. TAA is the only federal program specifically designed to help workers who
lose their jobs due to imports. It should be reauthorized and receive sufficient
budget authority to make this covenant a reality. In addition, we urge an expansion
of coverage to include component parts workers and others who are clearly identifi-
able victims of trade policy.

Congress has recognized that unemployed victims of trade policies are different
from other unemployed persons because their status is directly attributable to gov-
ernment trade policies. Congress has stated the rationale for providing targeted ben-
efits to the victims of federal trade programs:

The program is premised upon the belief that trade-related unemployment and
market disruption may differ somewhat in nature from that arising from other
causes, and upon the belief that such trade-related imports, resulting from a federal
policy of encouraging increased foreign trade for the benefit of the country should
not be borne unaided by particular segments of U.S. industry and labor.?

More recently, the President’s Commission on Industrial Competitiveness, whose
30 members included leaders of industry and labor, discussed the problem of work-
ers displaced by structural changes in the nation’s basic marnufacturing industries.
The Commission concluded that “Workers who are displaced as a result of these
changes should not be required to bear the entire burden of events that are ulti-
mately beneficial to society at large.” 2

! Staff Data Materials relating to TAA Program prepared for use of Subcommittee on Incerna-
tional Trade, Staff of Senate Committee on Finance (96th Congress, 1st Session, 1979).
2 Report of the President’s Commission on Industrial Competitiveness (February 1985).
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For more than 20 years,Congress has promised American workers that federal
programs for expanding trade would occur in conjunction with a system of assist-
ance for workers displaced by these trade policies. We hope Congress will not renege
on that understanding now. It would be unjust to tell the victims of so-called free
trade policies that instead of assistance in the future, they will receive an unful-
filled promise.

S. 1544 1S A POSITIVE STEP TOWARD REAUTHORIZATION OF THE TAA PROGRAM

Mr. Chairman, the UAW was encouraged by the recent introduction of S. 1544,
the proposed Trade Adjustment Assistance Reform and Extension Act of 1985. As
Senator Roth stated in ‘ntroducing the bill, the United States economy is currently
experiencing a “trade snock” similar to the energy shock of the early 1970s. If our
country is to have an effective trade policy, we believe Congress must exercise lead-
ership. S. 1544 could be part of a comprehensive trade policy.

The funding of TAA through an import fee would be fair and reasonable. In the
last few years, the program has suffered from the failure to release funds appropri-
ated by the Congress in a timely manner. The UAW supports the proposal in S.
1544 to place the import fees in a trust fund to be used solely for financing the TAA
programs. With such a funding mechanism, Congress could be certain that TAA
would be adequately funded.

In addition, the UAW supports the proposed longer time periods within which a
certified worker may draw trade readjustment allowances to comﬁlete training pro-
grams. Current time limits are often too restrictive for many workers to draw read-
Justment allowances or complete suitable training programs. This situation results
in certified workers losing the assistance they need and deserve.

While the UAW supports these features of S. 1544, there are two provisions of S.
1544 which, in our opinion, are ill-advised.

The UAW opposes the provision to require a certified worker to enroll in or com-

lete a training program in order to be eligible for readjustment assistance cash
nefits. At first blush, this provision may appear to have merit, but our experience
with the 'proFram does not bear this out.

First of all, not every worker laid off due to imports needs training. But all need
cash benefits to assist them and their families if unempioyment benefits are ex-
hausted before they find new jobs. Second, suitable training has not been available
in all areas for all certified workers in the past. Instead of requiring all certified
workers to accept or complete training to qualify for cash assistance, the UAW
would support a requirement that all apply for training. The type and extent of
tramm%should depend upon individual needs.

The UAW is opposed to financing TAA training solely through vouchers as S.
1544 proposes. In some cases, where different training options may be available,
vouchers could be an appropriate option. But as a uniform approach, vouchers do
not add flexibility; instead, they teng to limit all workers to the same level of train-
ing. It must be recognized that not all unemployed workers need the same extent
and type of training. S. 1544 would encourage all workers to take training regard-
less of need and then would fix that training at the same level. Four thousand dol-
lars may not be enou%h to finance some training programs, but too much for others.

In summary, we believe the use of import fees placed in a trust fund would help
to put TAA on a reliable funding basis. Requiring an application for training as a
condition for receiving trade readjustment assistance would be acceptable, but we
oppose requiring all certified workers to use limited training resources in order to
get cash assistance. Optional use of traininivouchers may add some flexibility, but
weﬂ be]tl,?ve financing training exclusively through vouchers would be imprudently
inflexible.

THE NEED FOR THE TAA PROGRAM CONTINUES TO GROW

Members of this Subcomittee are well aware that the ballooning trade deficit is a
serious threat to the nation’s economy. The loss of jobs due to imports has a devas-
tating effect on workers, their families, and the affected firms and communities.

. The Department of Labor conducted an extensive survey of 5.1 million workers
displaced from their jobs between January 1979 and January 1984. The survey
showed a compelling need for reauthorization of TAA. Two and one-half million
workers were displaced by plant closings or relocations during this Feriod. Nearly
half of the displaced workers came from the manufacturing sector of the economy,
including nearly 225,000 in the automobile industry alone. One-fourth of all dis-
placed workers—or 1.3 million persons—were still unemployed and looking for
work. Another 15 percent of displaced workers have dropped out of the labor force

55-520 0 - 86 - 3
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altogether. Half of those who have found work have been unable to reach previous
earnings levels.?

Recently, the UAW and Boston College completed a comprehensive study of laid
- off auto workers in Michigan. The study found that more than 40 percent of these
workers used up all their savings while they were out of work. The average layoff
lasted 66 weeks. Only 28 percent were able to pursue training while on layoff, and
the study found that “more financial assistance could have helped many more of
the laid off to take training.” There i8 no question that more financial assistance
and a longer duration of assistance are necessary to provide meaningful training op-

rtunities for displaced auto and other workers. For this reason, stringent time

imits in the current law should be lengthened.

The U.S. automotive trade deficit has reached $34 billion, and it continues to
grow. Auto industry employment remains 23 percent below 1978 levels. Profits are
up, but employment is down. In addition, imports of auto component parts have in-
creased greatly, creating more unemployment. These displaced workers need assist-
ance; TAA is part of the answer.

Industrial workers were dealt an additional blow in March 1985 when the volun-
tary restraint ment (VRA) on auto imports from Japan was allowed to lapse by
the President. ‘a,panese auto imports had n limited to 1.85 miliion vehicles for
the last year of VRA. The need for TAA is even greater now that imports are going
to increase substantially. Thousands of U.S. workers in auto and auto-related indus-
tries are in danger of losing their jobs because of increased imports.

We estimated that imported Japanese cars in this country could increase by an
additional one million units over the next three years. That would cost 200,000 jobs
at a time when the Reagan Administration is making every effort to terminate
TAA. We hope Congress will recognize a responsibility to help meet the growing
need to assist employers and workers in finding alternative ways to support them-
selves and their families.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR'S ADMINISTRATION OF TAA DEMONSTRATES NEED FOR CLOSER
CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT IN THE RENEWED TAA PROGRAM

Despite growing unemployment and increased imports, the Department of Labor’s
administration of TAA has reflected hostility on the part of the Reagan Administra-
tion to the program. The Department has certified dramatically lower numbers of
workers. Table I illustrates the drastic reduction of workers certified as meeting the
standard of imports ‘‘contributing importantly” to their employment. In 1984, a
year of record imports, less than 30,000 workers were certified for TAA.

The Department'’s attitude, combined with constraints adopted in 1981, also has
freatly reduced the numbers of certified workers who are able to benefit from TAA.

n fiscal year 1984, only 6,823 certified workers received training under TAA, while
2,222 received relocation assistance and 799 got job search assistance. In our judg-
ment, these figures are convincing testimony of the inadequacies of TAA adminis-
tration by the Department of Labor in the last few years. They point out the need
for Congress to exercise more careful oversight to insure that the intent of TAA is
fully reflected in administration of the program.

THE COVERAGE OF THE CURRENT TAA PROGRAM 1S OVERLY LIMITED

In addition to reauthorizing TAA and providing adequate funding, we urge Con-
fress to address longstanding shortcomings of the TAA program. Workers whose
ivelihoods are threatened by governmental policies which have a destructive
impact on domestic industry need a fighting chance to continue as contributing
members of society.
For years, the UAW and other supporters of TAA have advocated coverage of
cox&ponent Farts workers. The operation of the current system is not equitable.
orkers laid off at Champion Spark Plug due to imports of foreign automobiles,
for example, were understandably angry and confused when their TAA certification
was denied while workers at GM-owned AC Spark Plug were certified. Workers at
independent parts companies supplying auto manufacturers should not be treated
differentl sixrrlmvgly because their end product might be auto parts instead of finished
automobiles. Thousands of employees in the independent parts and suppliers indus-
try are going to lose their jobs in the next few years as a result of the Administra-
tion’s decision to permit increased Japanese auto imports. Under the current TAA

3 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, June 1985, pages 3-16.
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certification standard, these workers have no chance of obtaining assistance under
the program.

If such clearly identifiable victims of U.S. trade policies are denied TAA, there is
no question that we have failed to provide equal treatment for component parts
workers. The UAW strongly urges Congress to assure that component parts workers
who are displaced because of imports receive TAA coverage to the same extent as
workers displaced from jobs where they are employed making finished products.

In addition, workers whose johs are lost when their employers move overseas
should also be covered by TAA. Their unemployment, as a result of the overseas
move, frequently is directly related to trade policies. Finally, in keeping with the
expressed purposes of the Act, Con, should provide a full 52 weeks in which a
certified worker can take and complete training. There are many valuable training
programs that cannot be finished under the current limitations on TAA training as-
sistance.

We believe there is a major structural problem with state administration of the
training program. The state employment services administer the worker adjustment
assistance pursuant to agreements with the Department of Labor. The states submit
periodic budget requests for TAA funds to the DOL. Unless the states receive what
they consider to be adequate administration support in their requests, TAA training
is too often neglected.

With these important and needed modifications, the TAA program can fulfill the
promise made to workers more than 20 years ago. TAA must be reauthorized and it
should be improved. With the proper emphasis on relocation and readjustment
through improved training and job search, the TAA program can become highly ef-
fecl:tive in helping workers who have been displaced because of imports to help them-
selves.

THE JOBS TRAINING AND PARTNERSHIP ACT (JTPA) IS NOT A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE TO
TAA

The Administration’s budget views Title III of the Jobs Training and Partnership
Act (JTPA) as an alternative to TAA. In our judgment, the JTPA dislocated worker
program has serious inadequacies.

First, the program simply does not serve enough of those in need. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of dislocated workers across the country, but only about 80,000
workers will be reached in the current JTPA year. Studies of JTPA have been ham-
pered b*Pthe Department’s hands-off approach, which makes definite conclusions
about JTPA difficult. But early studies of JTPA indicate that in general only the
most qualified and easiest to place workers have been receiving the moat immediate
JTPA attention.

The UAW'’s experience with that program indicates that JTPA emphasizes short
term training and placement in low paying jobs. For example, information collected
in Michigan under the JTPA older workers' program shows that workers placed in
employment in the Detroit area had an average wage of only $4.95 an hour.* The
programs do not teach life-long skills, and earnings of graduates of JTPA programs
are not enough to put the average family over the poverty line.

Furthermore, because of restrictions on stipends and allowances, many workers
are prevented from participating in the JTPA programs because they lack resources
to support themselves while in training. In contrast to the short-term measures of
JTPA, the more extensive training assistance to TAA permits real skill develop-
ment necessary to qualify workers for jobs providing decent standards of living.

CONCLUSION

Workers displaced by imports justifiably look to their government for assistance
because their unemployment is a direct result of the government’s policies. Without
a viable TAA program, we can only suggest that the mounting displeasuré among
workers about U.S. trade policies will grow even more rapidly. In light of the trade
crisis, we urge Congress to act quickly to reauthorize and strengthen the TAA pro-

gram,

Mr. Chairman, we have appreciated the opportunity to testify before your Sub-
committee. The program you are considering is critically-important to workers and
the families of workers in import-impacted industries. TAA is needed by those work-

4 Michigan Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment and Trainii\f, “Service Delivery
gzrefggs\;erage Wage at Placemernt Performance Standard (July 1, 1984 to March 31, 1985) (April
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ers and their families; we hope the Congress will respond by reauthorizing the pro-
gram. Thank you for the opportunity to share the views of the UAW with you.

TABLE |.—TRENDS IN TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE 1875 T0 1984

Percent peltions  Kumber of Trade deficit

Year granted certified workers ‘m)d
1975 50 54,267 +3413
1876 45 142,790 ~ 14,7626
1977 38 140,092 —35,4099
1978 et tuinl s AR RSRL S AR RS e bt e 40 147,499 —39,5627
1979 . 38 205,560 —-37,201.5
1980 23 513,245 —32,254.9
1981ttt srsenee 8 21,991 ~-39,675.2
1982 . 18 15,212 —42,691.4
1983 29 40,916 —-69,392.4

1984 50 12,785 —1233116
Source. Department of Labor, Office of Trade Adjustment Assistance; Bureau of the Census

Senator DANFORTH. Thank you very much.

If you had your wish with respect to trade adjustment assistance,
would it be a program which concentrates on retraining workers,
or »y)ould it be simply an extension of unemployment compensa-
tion?

Mr. TriverLl. I think the unions represented here and the AFL-~
CIO recognize the importance of training. I think it is a combina-
tion of the two, though. As Mr. Sheehan said, it is important in
many cases that the worker be supplied with unemgloyment com-
pensation or training adjustment compensation so they can afford
training to change careers. If we shorten the time period and
merely say, “You can have the training,” but don’t go along with
cash assistance so that they can have the adjustment period to
learn a new career, then we are not helping the workers, and they
are forced into dead-end jobs rather than career-changing jobs.

Mr. SHEINKMAN. I would like to make another comment, Mr.
Chairman. If you take a 55-year-old worker in the shoe industry or
the textile/apparel industry with little or no education, who if he
happens to be covered by a pension as he would be in a vested ben-
efit, those people, while they may want to be retrained, will find it
very difficult, and those people’s opportunity to get another job is
going to be much more restricted.

I think you have to balance it. There are occasions where people
may want to be retrained and there is nothing to retrain them for,
where there are no trainjng institutions in place.

As you know, now, in gnost States or many States, at least where
the members of my industry are involved, and where people are
working, don't have structures in place to train people. So, in
effect, you are saying to these people there is nothing to tide them
over beyond the 26 weeks. We have already eliminated the 13-week
extension to 39; and for these people, it may be a form of some
humane assistance. If they are available and ready to do somethin
a_ancé there is nothing in place, we don’t think they should be penal-
ized.

Senator DANFORTH. Well, let me say this: I am all for trade ad-
justment assistance and always have been. I think the idea of re-
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training is a terrific concept. We are always going to have a prob-
lem under present budgetary circumstances as to how big the pro-
gram can be and how we are going to pay for it. That is the reason
or the consideration of some sort of import charge, which I guess
raises GATT problems. But the problem is how to design a program
that does some real good for people yet doesn’t pour the top off the
budﬁet or cause GATT problems. That is all very difficuit.

I have to say that the problem that you have noted is exactly the
problem that I would note. If you take a thriving community,
where all kinds of employment opportunities exist, and all you
have to do is train people to fit the jobs, that is one set of circum-
stances. That is a wonderful set of circumstances for most employ-
ees: One way or another, they will find the skills to fit the avail-
able jobs, I think. But what happens in a small community, or a
community, for that matter, that is in bad shape?

Let’s take the smaller community. What happens in the situa-
tion of a rural area? There are so many of them in the Midwest
now, where the farmers are going broke, and some of them have
jobs or have bad jobs in smaller towns. If the shoe factory shuts
down or the textile garment factory shuts down and there is noth-
ing else, what are these people to be retrained for? What is a 55-
year-old person to be retrained for who has never done anything
other than make shoes and has never lived any place other than
Henry County, MO?

Mr. SHEEHAN. Well, you know, Mr. Chairman, I think you have
asked the ultimate question. One might consider unem})loyment
compensation, even for a whole year, to be meaningless if there is
no job at the end of the road. So also retraining might be of no use,
even for a whole year, if there is no job at the end of the road.

However, we keep saying one program is not a substitute for the
other. Certainly, whatever we do in the area of unemployment
compensation, extension thereof, and the extension of the TRA
Program, unless you have a manpower policy in the country,
unless you have an aggressive, growing economy, we are all in the
soup.

Senator DANFORTH. I am going to interrupt you at that point, be-
cause we are getting fairly far along into the five-bell warning on
the second vote that is now on the floor. Senator Roth left a few
minutes ago, and he should be back pretty quickly. I am sure he
will have some questions.

Let me thank you very much for being here, and the committee
will be in recess for a few minutes, but please don’t go far.

[Whereupon, at 2:47 p.m., the hearing was recessed.]

Senator RotH. The subcommittee will please be in order.

The chairman has asked that I proceed with the hearing in his
absence. Unfortunately, because ofp the votes this afternoon, I am
a}f;rgid we are going to have to continue this game of musical
chairs.

I regrei that Senator Danforth isn’t here, because I publicly
wanted to thank him and congratulate him for holding these hear-
ings so promptly. I happen to be of the school that time is of the
essence, and that we want to move very, very quickly because we
all face the deadline of September 30 when the current law will
expire.
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I might say, Mr. Sheehan, that you are exactly right; I feel like
I've been around this racetrack before. Not only this administra-
tion, but the last administration was also interested in terminating
this program, and it was at the last minute in this very room that 1
was able to resurrect it. I think trade adjustment is important for
many reasons. The most important, of course, is to help the work-
ersdthemselves, the ones who are impacted by trade policy and
trade.

I am very happy to say that my bill has strong bipartisan sup-
port. As a matter of fact, we have about 11 cosponsors on this very
committee, which is a majority, and I think this underscores the
importance of this bill. I want to publicly thank others who have
joined and helped me in this effort—Senator Moynihan, who is the
principal Democratic sponsor; I was very pleased to have Mr.
Baucus of Montana join us today; on the other side we have had
some strong leadership in this area from people like John Chafee,
John Heinz, and Steve Symms.

So we do have strong, broad, bipartisan support for this
approach. .

I am very pleased to know that the administration has this legis-
lation under reconsideration, and I was indeed encouraged and
pleased by the letter from an old friend and former member of this
committee, Bill Brock.

[Letters submitted by Senator Roth for the record follow:]

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
SECRETARY OF LABOR,
Washington, DC, September 17, 1985.
Hon. JoHN DANFORTR,
Chairman, Subcommittee on International Trade, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR JACK: An effective worker adjustment Flan is a goal of this Administration.
Our ability to respond successfully and promptly to worker adjustment needs is cur-
rently receiving careful review.

To this end, the President has asked me to convene and chair a Cabinet Working
Group on Adjustment. This group has been charged with examining how existing
programs can be made more responsive to dislocated workers and considering policy
options for longer term structural changes.

I look forward to working with you and Members of your Subcommittee, as well
as the full Senate Finance and Ways and Means Committees in crafting a successful
plan. I believe our joint efforts can produce an effective legislative proposal.

Very truly yours,
WiLLiaM E. Brock.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL,
Washington, DC, August 26, 1985.
Hon. WiLLiaM V. RotH, JRr.,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR RotH: I was delighted to hear of your proposal to revamp the trade
adjustment assistance (TAA) program, as speiled out in S. 1544.

Our reviews continue to find significant waste in this program; too often, we also
find fraud in TAA loans and lcan guaranties. We recently issued a management
audit report on the overall TAA program which concluded, after extensive examina-
tion, that less than four percent of the firms assisted ‘‘got well” as a result of Com-
merce aid. I am enclosing a copy of the report for your information.

In several of m1¥ semiannual reports to the Congress, I have noted the high vul-
nerability of the TAA program to fraud, waste and abuse, and recommended its ter-
mination. The unfortunate truth is that the same import and market factors which
generate the need for trade adjustment assistance undercut the efficacy of that as-
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sistance after it has been rendered. S. 1544 takes a long step toward correcting the
least cost/beneficial aspects of the am.

We shall continue our audits of individual grants, loans and loan guaranties, and
our work with the two agencies involved—Economic Development Administration
and International Trade Administration—to improve the management of their TAA
loan portfolios.

If you have any questions about our findings, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,
SHERMAN M. Funk,
Inspector General.

Senator RoTH. I think the bill we have before us is a good one—
not perfect in all respects, nor is it going to please everybody in its
last detail; but essentially, I think it does what we want to do, con-
tinue the trade adjustment assistance program.

This is important not only from the standpoint of our workers,
but I think it is also critically important in developing sound trade
policy for the future. I agree with the AFL~-CIO when they say that
trade adjustment assistance is no substitute for strong trade policy,
but I think it has to be an important part of our trade policy, and
for that reason I am very pleased that we are moving ahead.

I have a long statement, a brilliant statement, that should be
read, like you gentlemen have; but in the interests of time, since
there is nobody here to object, we will just see that it is incorporat-
ed as if fully read.

But as I point out, gentlemen, in this statement, we are continu-
ing trade adjustment and I think introducing, as one of you right-
fully said, a very novel, innovative process of having a voucher as a
means of providing workers’ training. And let me say to those of
you who expr some concern that that training might not be
available, that is not the intent of the author; the intent of the
author is to make certain that there is that kind of trading which
is going to help our people. That is the whole purpose of the legisla-
tion, to be of assistance to those who are adversely impacted by
trade. And I don’t intend to see the lack of proper programs
become an obstacle.

I do want to make sure that there aren’t those on the outside
who see a chance for a fast buck and try to develop inadequate pro-
grams, because I am interested in these people getting the kind of
assiitance that will help them to move on to other meaningful
work.

I also think that we have answered one of the principal objec-
tions to this legislation, which is the cost, by introducing—which I
did well over 1 year ago, the first time—the concept of a small fee
being imposed on imports to pay the cost. This is an idea that I got
some time ago when I went to Hong Kong and saw they were using
the same approach to promote their exports.

It seems to me only fair and equitable to let those who are bene-
fiting from trade help those who are suffering. So, we have provid-
ed this rather novel means of financing trade adjustment, which I
don't think will be a great burden on trade generally, but will pro-
vide us with the wherewithal to help those who we very strongly
feel are in need of this assistance.

I think this legislation is timely, not only from the standpoint of
the expiration of the current legislation but, frankly, workers in
almost every industry are currently being impacted, and it is to
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those people that we want to be compassionate and provide a
system to help them as they make the adjustments in the future.

I want to express my appreciation  you, gentlemen, not only for
appearing here today, but I know tnat my office has been in fre-
%llent contact with you in trying to work out the kind of program
t a:o:lve all can strongly support. And I thank you for your testimo-
ny today.

1 thli(nk Senator Bradley might have some remarks he would like
to make.

Senator BRADLEY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for your
leadership on this issue, and your interest, and I also would like to
thank the panel. I do have some questions.

I would like, if I could, to talk a little bit about why I think this
whole effort is important. I think the bottom line on the issue of
the trade deficit is that workers dislocated by imports need to find
new work. It is as simple as that. If we have a problem of global
competitiveness, it boils down to the ability of individuals to get
jobs. Our immediate and most direct responsibility in trade policy
is to help dislocated workers move into new jobs and careers with a
minimum of pain.

We can’t wish away the problem of dislocated workers, because
there will always be change in international markets and in indus-
trial competitiveness. We cannot legislate away the problem of dis-
located workers without cutting ourselves off from world progress,
because there will always be new competitors with new ideas or
lower costs taking aim at the U.S. market. Economic change will
always outrun legislation, no matter what the prevailing ideology
or temper of Congress.

The only way to address the immediate problem of dislocated
workers is to ease career changes with measures that are in keep-
ing with the dignity and the needs of people who have often been
in the workforce for as long as 20 years, and who have built a solid
foundation of general skills. And I think that is what this commit-
tee is attempting to do. -

I think we have made a good faith effort, put out two or three
bills. There are some differences among the bills. And I welcome
the testimony of the witnesses today, because I think they have a
very large say in shaping what this legislation will ultimately
become, and that is especially justifiable because they represent in
many cases those workers who will be hardest hit.

Now, I would like if I could, to ask- a series of questions to each
witness and get responses—some of the responses are embodied in
your testimony—on the ﬁeneral question of eligibility.

So often we have said, “OK, those people who are eligible are
those who have lost their jobs in the industry that has been specifi-
cally hit by imports,” but as we know, and as we have seen in the
last several years, there are many supplier industries that are also
directly affected by import competition.

So, point No. 1, do you believe that trade a%iustment assistance
should be made available to not only the specific industry adverse-
ly affected but also those supplier industries?

Mr. Trivelli, and just go on down the panel.

Mr. TrivELLL Absolutely, Senator. As I think most of us indicat-
ed in our written statements, that is a very important concept. It is
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not Industry A and it ends there; it is the suppliers to Industry A
of services and parts, and we believe that any Trade Adjustment
Assistance Program has to include those other industries as well.

Mr. SHEEHAN. I might just quickly add to that, Senator,_that
even in the current act the idea of a component part is recognized;
but you end up with the legal fiction that if the component parts
supplier is a division of the company itself, then that worker will
get trade impacted. But if the worker is in a separate corporation
or a separate firm he does not.

Case in point: If steelworkers in the rolling mill—let’s say plates
or sheet—are impacted by trade, they get the TRA. But those that
make the steel at the hot end also are eligible under this act. How-
ever, if that furnace operation was a separate company they would
not. The reference in your bill folds in those workers who are out-
side the corporate chain. So the concept of covering component
parts workers is already part of current law. But it is not expan-
sive enough.

Senator BRADLEY. Mr. Sheinkman.

Mr. SHEINKMAN. It is not much different in the textile industry.
As the apparel industry suffers from imports and people go out of
business, those who supply it are not necessarily integrated compa-
nies. Most of the people in the textile industry and apparel indus-
try are separate corporations and don’t make their own mill prod-
ucts that go into the making of the product. And therefore, it
would have direct applicability.

What is happening now, as our apparel plants are closing, and
they are closing very rapidly, in the last 6 months the textile sup-
pliers are going out of business.

Senator BRADLEY. Mr. McHugh.

Mr. McHuGH. This has been one of the UAW'’s legislative prior-
ities in the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program for a number of
years. Certainly, the same thing happens in the auto industry: in-
dependent parts companies that make components of automobiles
have consistently been denied certifications, while someone that
works, for lack of a better term, for a captive company, makes
headlights. If they make headlights and they work for General
Motors they can be covered, but if they sell to General Motors they
cz}aln’t bg covered. It is not fair, it is not equitable, and it should be
changed.

Senator BRADLEY. A second question: What about those workers
who are in an industry where the handwriting is on the wall but
they haven’t yet been declared an industry adversely affected by
imports? Would you support extending eligibility to those indus-
tries that are on the brink, not quite there but whose workers can
opt to take this option if they so choose?

So often we end up cleaning up after disruptive change, as op-
posed to anticipating it.

Mr. Sheehan, then why don’t we just go right down?

Mr. SHEeEHAN. Well, first of all, under the current act workers
who are threatened with a dislocation are eligible to file for relief.
However, the relief is not forthcoming until the actual dislocation
occurs.

Now, I would assume from Kour question, Senator, that you may
be envisioning the fact that the worker, while he is still employed
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by the company or in some kind of employment capacity still con-
nected with the companﬁ, could undergo training programs inside
the company so that, when the plant shuts down, he is ready to
hop into another operation. Of course, I think those kinds of pro-
grams are in place in Europe and in the social Programs of a
number of our competition so that a worker who will be dislocated
is trained within the compani for a job outside. However, under
our law we cannot do that; although you can file for a benefit, you
get the TRA benefit after the severance occurs.

Senator BRADLEY. Mr. Trivelli.

Mr. TriveLLl. Yes, I think we absolutely agree that if the hand-
writing is on the wall, and the industry 1s in decline, it is impor-
tant to train the workers. The assistance is there because they
need the time to train, and if you can start the training earlier so
there is no dislocation and there is no time between one job and
the next, that would be preferable.

Mr. SHEEHAN. 1 would like to deal with the problem practically.
The chairman opened up the meeting with a letter from the Secre-
tary of Labor about his desire to work with this committee on this
pending legislation. I think it is very interesting to note that where
we have had shutdowns, and I am not talking about impending
shutdowns, 80 percent of our petition—and I am not making this a
partisan issue, because this is a bipartisan bill—80 percent of our
petitions were acted upon favorably during the Carter administra-
tion; 80 percent of our petitions for plants already closed, let alone
those facinﬁ clnsing, were denied.

So I think the issue basically is, how is the act going to be admin-
istered? I would favor, obviously, what you are advocating; but if
the administration of the act is to cut down benefits and petitions,
;:)hep it doesn’t matter to me one way or another, on a practical

asis.

S:nator BrapLEY. ] am going to get to that aspect of the program
next.

Mr. McHugh.

Mr. McHuGH. Well, to some extent the UAW has attempted to
address this through collective bargaining with some of our larger
employers, but we were not able to achieve that with smaller em-
ployers who don’t have the money to finance training for people
who are still employed. We certainly wouldn't have any objection
to that if it is a possibility.

Senator BRADLEY. Next question: Do you believe that the number
of recipients of trade adjustment assistance currently reflects the
number of dislocated workers in the country? I think Mr. Sheink-
man's response was, clearly, absolutely not.

Mr. SHEINKMAN. Obviously not. I don’t know whether it was the
chairman or Senator Roth who mentioned that funds have been
cut down. I assume that is why one of the proposals is to phase this
in over a period of time and to put some sort of tariff on it on a
percentage basis that would provide the funding. If the funding is
not there—and up until now, to my knowledge, the administration
has opposed this kind of legislation. So obviously they have not
come to the Congress and asked for additional funds. So I can tell
you that of 350,000 textile and apparel workers who have been dis-
placed in the last 4 years, I can’t give you the numbers or statistics
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but we can get that for you of how many have actually received
that assistance. And I venture to say that it would be a much
s;ngller percentage than those who actually would have been enti-
tied to it.

You have criteria. It depends on how the administrators decide
to apply that criteria. And if they want to emasculate your bill, no
matter how well-intentioned it is, they will emasculate it. And that
is the fact of life we have to deal with.

Senator BRADLEY. Mr. Sheehan?

Mr. SHEEHAN. With regard to your question, Senator, you may
want to take a little closer look at the current law. We did not tes-
tify to that issue today, but in order to be declared “impact-dislo-
cated” you have to meet the criteria of imports rising, unemploy-
ment rising, and sales and production decreasing.

Now, we have had shutdowns and layoffs, for instance, in the
steel mills. We hit a low bottom during the recession. But during
this last period sales are increasing. We are not Fetting a hell of a
lot of an increase in employment in the steel mills. Imports are be-
finning to decline. But these advantages are compared to a very
ow base period. We miss, therefore, on two criteria under the act.
We may still have dislocated workers. We are still going to have
laid off steelworkers, but under the criteria of the act we cannot be
certified. '

Now, if you would like to take a look at that, we would certainly
welcome that.

Senator DANForTH. Gentlemen, thank you very much.

Senator BRADLEY. Mr. Chairman, could I ask one more question
of the group, just one quick one?

Senator DANFORTH. One quick one.

Senator BRADLEY. Just a quick answer. I think Mr. Sheinkman
covered this in his testimony, but I would just like to hear the
others, yes or no.

The question is whether someone who is going to get unemploy-
ment comperisation, extended unemployment compensation, should
have to be enrolled in a worker retraining program before he or
she can receive that compensation. It presents a real problem for
the kind of town that Senator Danforth was talking about ear(lfr on,
which is the one-company town. My question to you is, would you
think it more reasonable that they-be eligible for unemployment
compensation regardless of whether they at that moment have en-
tered a retraining program?

Mr. TriveLLL. Absolutely. The Federation believes that flexibility
is what is important here. There are instances where there are no
suitable training programs, where it may not be suitable for that
elderly worker to go into training programs, and where the train-
ing program may not be available in the community at this point.
To have the worker suffer for the lack of training Fro ams and
the economic situation in his community is inequitable. We just be-
lieve that flexibility is important in that area.

Mr. SHEEHAN. Two quick comments.

One, it would not be our interpretation of this proposed bill that
a person, who receives TRA certification, and begins to draw his
State unemployment compensation, that he would be obliged at
that time, in order to continue his Ul, to make a commitment to
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training. We are talking about a situation 26 weeks later as to
whether at that point if he is to draw his cash maintenance he
should be tied into a training program.

In all our testimony we say two things about that, Senator: One,
that you ought to expand the definition of what you mean by train-
ing, and we point to the Job Training and Participation Act as indi-
cating a very wide gamut of employment related service programs,
so that if you are going to obligate him, then you are going to allow
him to be involved in a wide series of operations.

Man}/ workers really don’t need training in terms of job skills,
which I think is the inference advanced by many in this field. The
assumption is that if you are displaced you are obsolete in your
skills. It may not quite be that; you many be obsolete in how you
go out seeking a job. Those are aspects which should be included in
the commitment if you want to tie workers.

Our second comment in this area is, you ought to give us a little
more swing time. Under the current TRA Act, you can’t get the
last 26 weeks of compensation unless you are in a training pro-
gram. There is a provided 26-week period for making that determi-
nation. This bill moves that decisionmaking forward another 26
weeks. We are thinking that you ought to move it forward with a
little more flexibility taking into.consideration the lack of a train-
ing opportunity and with an expanded definition of training.

nator DANFORTH. Gentlemen, thank you very much for your
testimony.

Next we have a panel consisting of Robert McNeill, executive
vice president, Emergency Committee for American Trade; Ms.
Frances Shaine, chairman and chief executive officer, SPM Manu-
facturing Corp., and a member of the board of directors of the
Chamber of Commerce of the United States; and Mr. Daniel Fen-
nell, director of policy, planning and development, Council for
Labor and Industry.

Again, unless the witnesses have another order in mind, let us
proceed in the order in which your names are on the witness list.

Mr. McNeill, would you go first, please?

STATEMENT BY ROBERT L. McNEILL, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESI.
DENT, EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR AMERICAN TRADE,
WASHINGTON, DC

Mr. McNeiLL. Mr. Chairman, thanks for the opportunity to
present the views of ECAT on legislation that would extend and
reform the Trade -Adjustment Assistance Program, which is sched-
uled to expire at the end of this month.

As an association of chief executive officers of 60 large U.S. mul-
tinational firms with annual worldwide sales of about $700 billion
and over 5 million workers, ECAT has long recognized the need for
and been supportive of appropriate human resource policies de-
signed to assist American workers who are adversely affected by
shifting international market forces.

We strongly support the recommended improvements in the
TAA Program proposed in S. 1544. We commend its sponsors for
their effort to direct the TAA Program toward a dual emphasis of
income support as well as worker retraining.

&
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Limiting adjustment assistance for firms to technical assistance
also appears to us to be a wise step. Technical assistance ">v a
small firm or a medium-sized firm could provide the difference be-
tween staying in business or not.

The funding of a revised TAA Program through a special duty on
all imports, as suggested in the legislation, appears to be an attrac-
tive option and one certainly worthy of joint exploration with our
trading partners.

We agree with the hope of the sponsors that the funding propos-
al might prove attractive to other members of the GATT who are
experiencing serious adjustment problems. Should this prove to be
the case, then a new GATT rule presumably could be negotiated,
authorizing the imposition of a special Customs levy to be used by
GATT members to finance Trade Adjustment Assistance Programs.
Should the negotiation of such a rule not be attainable, then we in
ECAT would oppose this special and innovative method of trade ad-
justment financing.

While we recognize the budget constraints on the TAA Program,
we believe it is so important that we hope the appropriate sources
of funding can be found.

While today we are just commenting on the need for a revital-
ized Trade Adjustment Assistance Program, we believe that a re-
vamped Trade Adjustment Assistance Program eventually must
become part of a comprehensive retraining program with uniform
benefits for workers displaced by imports.

Senator DANFORTH. Mr. McNeill, let me interrupt you. I apolo-
gize for interrupting, but again we are late into a vote. Senator
Roth is going to be here, I think, in another minute or two. So if
you could withhold until he arrives, I would appreciate it.

Thank you.

[Whereupon, at 3:16 p.m., the hearing was recessed.]

Senator RoTH. Please be in order.

Mr. McNeill, welcome. It is nice to see you again. I understand
that you have begun your testimony, but I failed in my preliminary
remarks to include a letter I had from the IG of the Department of
Commerce, in which he wrote: “In several of my semiannual re-
ports to the Congress I have noted the high vulnerability of the
TAA Program to fraud, waste, and abuse and recommended its ter-
mination.” Then he goes on, “S. 1544 takes a long step toward cor-
recting these cost beneficial aspects of the program.”

So please include that letter as part of the record immediately
following my statement.

Mr. McNeill, please proceed.

Mr. McNELL. Senator Roth, 1 had just very briefly indicated
ECAT’s support of your legislation, with the only real question
mark that we have having to do with the special import fee, which
we hope is negotiable and that our trading partners in the GATT
would find a useful device for their structural adjustment pro-
grams as well.

1 did indicate, however, that were we unsuccessful in that negoti-
ation, that we would have a real problem with the innovative pro-
posal since it would put us in violation of our binding commitments
in the GATT and create a problem for U.S. trade policy.
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I was concluding by saying that we in ECAT would hope that the
Trade Adjustment Assistance Program eventually could become
part of a iarger program, more comprehensive in its nature. We
have a number of companies, not a large number but a few, who
feel rather strongly that adjustment programs should be initiated
regardless of the cause, and they therefore are somewhat opposed
to singling out import impact as a reason. But that is a small mi-
nority of our membership, and we are very supportive of the pro-
gram.

Senator, we hope that you will find some way between now and
the end of the month, together with your colleagues in both Cham-
bers, to extend the present program for such period of time until
we can fold the kind of program that you have in mind into a revi-
talized TAA.

Thank you, sir.

Senator RorH. Thank you.

Ms. Shaine, do you want to proceed next?

[Mr. McNeill’s written testimony follows:)

STATEMENT OF ROBERT L. MCNEILL, EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRMAN, EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE FOR AMERICAN TRADE

SUMMARY

1. The 60 members of the Emergency Committee for American Trade view trade
adjustment assistance programs as a key element in broadening public support for
the maintenance of the long-standing U.S. advocacy of an open international trad-
ing system, _

2. ECAT supports the recommended improvements in the Trade Adjustment As-
sistance (TAA) program proposed in S. 1544, particularly the redirection of the pro-
gram toward a dual emphasis on income support and worker retraining.

3. Although not consistent with our present commitments on the binding of tariff
rates under the GATT, the funding of a revised TAA program through a special
duty on all imports, as proposed in S. 1459 and S. 1544, is worthy of joint explora-
tion with our trading partners. In the meantime, other funding options for a revital-
ized TAA program should be explored.

4. At such time as appropriate sources of funding can be found, the revamped
TAA program must become part of a comprehensive retraining program with uni-
form benefits for workers displaced by imports or by any other relevant cause.

5. Should S. 1544 not be enacted in time to extend the present TAA program
beyond the end of its scheduled expiration date at the end of this month, ECAT
hopes that expeditious congressional action will be taken to so extend the program.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to present the views of the Emer-
gency Committee for American Trade (ECAT) on legislation that would extend and
reform the Trade Adjustment Assistance, (TAA) program, which is scheduled to
expire on September 30, 1985,

As an association of chief executive officers of 60 large U.S. multinational firms
with annual sales of about $700 billion and over 5 million workers, ECAT has long
recognized the need for and been supportive of approxi)riate human resource policies
designed to assist American workers who are adversely affected by shifting interna-
tional market forces.

Over the years, ECAT has supported trade adjustment assistance programs as a
key element in broadening public support for the maintenance of the long-standing
U.S. advocacy of an open international trading system. More importantly, we be-
lieve that the effects on jobs and industries of shifting international market forces
are frequently beyond the capacity df individuals and industries to adjust to without
specific governmental assistance.

Trade adjustment assistance programs properly designed should assist the shift of
workers into new occupations through providing the training for new and employ-
able job skills. In this manner, an effective trade adjustment assistance program can
promote U.S. productivity and competitiveness.
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STRENGTHENING THE TAA PROGRAM

ECAT strongly supports the recommended improvements in the TAA program
proposed by S. 1544. We commend sponsors for their effort to direct the TAA pro-
gram toward a dual emphasis on income support and worker retraining. We believe
the requirement that a worker agree to retraining in order to receive a trade read-
justment allowance to be sound policy. This requirement will facilitate the rapid re-
entry of workers into productive jobs.

Further, providing workers with vouchers to exchange for aining under public
or private programs should lead to the development of a hedhy competition be-
tween the public and private sectors in the designing and running of retraining pro-
Eragnr:a Incentives for the private sector to institute job training programs are to be

esired.

Limiting adjustment assistance for firms to technical assistance also appears
sound to us. In the case of medium- and small-size firms, technical assistance may
provide the essential assist toward economic recovery.

FUNDING THE TAA PROGRAM

The funding of a revised TAA program through a special duty on all imports, as
suggested in S. 1459 and S. 1544 appears to be an attractive option and one certainly
worthy of joint exploration with our trading partners. As the bills’ sponsors are well
aware, such a duty is not consistent with our present commitments on the binding
of tariff rates under the GAT?Y. Wz would in effect be raising U.S. tariffs to higher
levels than the bound rates, thereby guaranteeing other countries the right to re-
taliate against an equivalent value of U.S. exports, or, alternatively, to receive com-
pensation.

We agree with the hope of the bills’ sponsors that the funding proposal might
prove attractive to other members of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
who are experiencing as serious, if not more serious, problems of structural adjust-
ment than is the United States. Should this prove to be the case, then a new GATT
rule presumably could be negotiated authorizing the imposition of a special customs
levy to be used by GATT members to finance trade adjustment programs.

Should the negotiation of such a rule not be attainable, then we in ECAT would
oppose this special and innovative method of trade adjustment financing.

In the meantime, other funding options for a revitalized TAA program should be
explored. Included might be the suggestion of Fred Bergsten and his colleagues at
the Institute for International Economics that customs revenues collected from
either the auctioning of import quotas or the raising of tariffs pursuant to our do-
mestic import-relief statutes be earmarked for financing adjustment assistance pro-
grams for the respective affected industries and workers.

Another option to be considered would be the setting aside of a portion of current-
ly collected customs revenues for the financing of TAA programs.

While we recognize the budget constraints on the TAA program, we believe the
program so important that we hope the appropriate sources of funding can be
found. While the cost of the program may appear high, the cost to our society and
economy could well be greater if we do not develop an effective program to enable
tradedisplaced workers to re-enter the jobs market and become once again produc-
tive, tax-paying citizens.

CONCLUSION

While ECAT testimony today has focused on the need for a revitalized TAA pro-
gram such as is outlined in S.1544, we believe that a revamped TAA program even-
tually must become part of a comprehensive retraining program with uniform bene-
fits for workers displaced by imports or by any other relevant cause. Quite simply,
ECAT companies recognize that human resource investments appear to be one of
the best investments in competitiveness that America can make.

In concluding, I would express the hope that if S.1544 is not legislated, that expe-
ditious Congressional action might be taken to extend the Trade Adjustment Assist-
ance program beyond its scheduled expiration date at the end of the month. That
would offer necessary time for further exploring the innovative funding proposal in
$.1459 and S.1544, plus other proposals such as Fred Bergsten’s.
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STATEMENT BY FRANCES SHAINE, CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXEC-
UTIVE OFFICER, SPM MANUFACTURING CORP., HOLYOKE, MA,
AND MEMBER, BOARD OF DIRECT"RS, CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE OF THE UNITED STATES, WASHKINGTON, DC

Ms. SHAINE. Thank you, Senator, and thank you fellow members
of the committee for permitting us to testify.

I am Frances Shaine. I am chairman of SPM Manufacturing
Corp. in Holyoke, MA. I am a director of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States, and I am chairman of the Chairman's
Council of Small Business.

To place my testimony in context, I should tell you that my com-
pany is a participant in the domestic photo album industry anti-
dumping petition filed in January of this year against photo album
manufacturers in Korea and Hong Kong. My company is also an
applicant for trade adjustment assistance. We are fortunate in our
anti-dumping petition to have the support and encouragement of a
number of Senators, among whom are Senators Gore and Kerry,
both of whom have cosponsored S. 1544. Today, I am appearing on
behalf of the U.S. Chamber.

The Chamber of Commerce congratulates the Senators who have
introduced and cosponsored the Trade Adjustment Assistance
Reform and Extension Act of 1985, S. 1544.

On June 26, Chamber board chairman Frank Morsani testified
before the House Banking Committee on the growing clamor for
protectionism. On September 5, Chairman Morsani wrote the Presi-
dent urging that the administration use existing authority to ‘‘take
whatever actions are necessary to restore fairness in the interna-
tional marketplace,” including the use of section 301 and other pro-
visions of law “to compel corrective trade liberalizing actions by
our trading partners.” I ask that a copy of Frank Morsani’s June
testimony and September letter be included in the record.

Senator RotH. It is so ordered.

Ms. SHAINE. Thank you.

[Mr. Morsani’s testimony and letter follow:]
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STATEMENT
on
THE GROWING CLAMOR FOR PROTECTIONISM
before the
SUBCOMMITTIEE ON ECONOMIC STABILIZATION
of the
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON BANKING, FINANCE AND URBAN AFFAIRS
for the
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES

Frank L. Morsani
June 26, 1985

Mr. Chairman, members of the Subcommittee, 1 am Frank L. Morsani,
Chairman of the Board, Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America.
1 am also President of Precision Enterprises in Tampa, Florida.

lotroduction

We congratulate the Chairmac and members of this Subcommittee for
convening this hearing. Wwe are well aware of the fruai}etion that you feel
concerning increased U.S. trade deficits and unfair foreign trade practices.
The grou&ng clamor to gpct}oniun, as you have so aptly cnatoctertzed it,'
continues to tise jith '?y passing month, despite passage” of -ajot trade
legislation last fall. Left unchecked, ‘protectionist teasiouns threaten to
undermine and possibly destroy the multilateral trading system that has served

to promote world trade and economic growth since World War I1I.

A number of factors have contributed to the rise of protectionism.
Uneven economic growth worldwide, high unemployment in some areas, volatile
exchange rates, and governament narket intervention, as well as unavoidable
structural changes in the world economy, have all fueled dissatisfaction with
the current system. But by closing our markets to foreign competition, we
would bring about results all of us should fear. 1f those who call for
restrictions, here and abroad, retain the offensive and obtain the
matket-closing policies they scek, we will risk a worldwide collapse of trade
that could be worse than the Great Depression of the 1930's. If this should
occur, the overall health of our relationships with other nations stands to

1
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deterforate. All seguents of the Americanm public, including the
Adainistration and Congregs, as well as businesa, labor and academia, must
recognize this and begin to grapple with this challenge.
°  The donestic U.S. econoay is increasingly integrated with the world
economy. The percentage of the U.S. economy accounted for by exports aud
joports has doubled over the last twenty years. It i1s now over 20X of our
Gross National Product. Greater interdependence is obvious in trade, finance,
investuent and technology. ~
In short, our trade interests are inseparable from not only our
domestic interests but also our diplomatic, strategic and military interests
abroad. Disruption in any one of these areas threatens stability and progress
in all of them,

Numerous examples abound: for example, President Reagan's
announcenent of his intention to embargo traé; vith Nicaragua not only raised
new questions about the renewed use of trade as s weapon but also brought into
focus a new disagreesment between us and our allies on U.S.-Central American

policy, a major foreign policy issue.

Against the backdrop of continuing record U.S. budget deficits, the
U.S. end 1ts allies find themselves unable to agree on the purpose of
international monetary talks or even to set a date for multilateral trade

negotiations.

And, ss we all kanow, the 1974 OPEC oif>elbargo and resultant price
increases and dislocations made the average American realize, perhaps for the
first time, that we can not ignore the world economy. Even today, petroleum
imports account for 25% of our trade deficit., We are as dependent on “"thea”

as "they" are on "us.”

As we mcet the trade challenge, we must not forget that, -
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America's Challenge

U.S. international economic performance is at a croasroads. The $123
billion merchandise trade deficit for 1984 has brought into clear focus a
potentially dangerous situation that has been developing for some time. Since
World War II, with the advent of U.S. world trade leadership, we have viewed
ourselves as second to none. Left largely unscathed at home by the ravages of
WW11, America's leadership in world affairs seemed unchallengeable., We
assusied leadership in drafting the multilateral trade order kanown as the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which took effect in 1948. The
seven major rounds of trade negotiations under GATT auspices are principally
responsible for the widespread and substantial reductions in tariffs worldwide.

The United States has aleo played & leading role in global finance
and developmeat affairs. In 1944, at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, a U.S.-led
conference of forty-four nations agreed to establish two international
institutions for the purpose of promoting a stable, peacetime global ecomnoaic
environment. The International Bank for Reconstructiou and Developament (also
known as the World Bank) was established for the purpose of making long-term
reconstruction and development loans. With over 140 member nations, it is the
world's largest single aid donor, as well as the largest borrower in the
international bond market. Its developaent mission, made possible by the
Marshall Plan, has reached around the world. The lnternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) is charged with the provision of short-term aesictance (loans) to
countries with balance~of-payments problems. Through ite efforts to promote
international monetary cooperation and stability, the IMF seeks to facilitate
the expansion of trade and, in turn, increase world employmeat and economic

Stovth.
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Both institutions, while not without problems, cléarly represent the
best intentions and leadership abilities of the United States. As leaders, in
business and in government, we must to continue this traditon. We must ensure
that the substance of our leadership truly reflects the aspirations of
humanity--freedom, opportunity, peace, and prosperity.

However, our leadership is under challenge as never before. The
continuing evolution of the world economy and the dislocation it is causing
are leading many Americans to question the very foundations of the world
economy and the trading system which we have helped to shape. The advantages
we enjoyed relative to other nations when the GATT system was formed have all
but disappeared as other nations have developed. In many cases, rules which
were intended to help them when they needed help now provide them with
significant advantages. More often than ic many years, Americans are viewing
the world trade and financial system as a threat to their well-being, rather
than an opportunity. They see the U.S. trade deficit reaching record levels.
They see the shift in emphasis from manufacturing to services and
high~-technology but have doubts about its future. They see developing
countries attempting to cope with their indebtedness but view the IhF as an
agent of big-bank bailouts.

The observation that the U.S. is rapidly becoming the world's largest
debtor nation frightens many Americans. Massive international capital flows
in the direction of the U.S. have helped to finance the U.S. budget deficit
and other credit needs. It is important to note that while annual inflows of
foreign savings have remained relatively stable since 1981, net U.S. capital
outflows have fallen significantly. In other words, a major factor underlyiog
overall capitil inflows into the U.S. is the decline in U.S. capital leaving
the U.S., and not a major increase in foreign savings in the U.S.

Nonetheless, there 1s concern among many that someday, under as yet
unforeseeable circumstances, overall capital flows may reverse direction, out
of the U.S., greatly incressing the cost and difficulty of financing U.S.
credit and iovestment needs.
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In short, the world trade ana financial system suffers a crisis in
confidence where confiderce may matter wmost—-here in the United States. And
we have yet to formulate a policy to restore this confidence.

Protectionist Trends

These concerns are not new. We have seen them before. The
Smoot-Hawley tariff of 1930 started as a relief measure for agricultural
products. Yet, it became the most protectionist legislation in American
history. Numerous amendments were adopted, and tariffs were raised to record
levels. Much of the world retaliated, and all of us paid with a longer and

deeper Great Depression.

International financial ifmstitutions are not free from controversy
and criticism either. Two years &ago, Congrees narrowly averted serious
problems when it agreed to pass IMF quota increase legislation. That
legislation substantially increased confidence in the IMF to-sddress what many
regarded as the worst international financial crisis since the 1930's.

Passage of this legislation was not without rough sailing, however. Many
Americans expressed understandable but misplaced fears that the quota increase
would be abused to cover past bank management failings. Iln response to these
fears, new constraints to check such abuses were adopted.

We can cite numerous examples of departures from free trade. Nations
around the world engage in elaborate trade-distorting practices. Japan's use
of countless, complex nop-tariff barriers is legendary, accounting for an
estimated $10 billion of their trade surplus with the United States. The
Europeans' use of agricultural export subsidies poses a major problem for the
farm sector and, as much as anything else, undermines our efforts to achieve
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harmonious trade relations with the European Economic Community. The less
developed countries arnd the newly industrialized countries find themselves
forced to subsidize their manufactured and raw material exports in order to
obtain foreign exchange and service their debt., At the same time, their
domestic political situation makes it difficult for them to provide market
access anything like our own.

In the United States, the last raecession served to increase
resentwent of foreign imports enjoying substantial market share while
Americans were being laid off. The increasing fmportance of the service and
"high~tech™ sectors relative to manufacturing and stronger foreign competition
in both areas have highlighted the importance of adjustment, as well as the
clamor for protectionism that results.

And perhaps most important of all, the wild fluctuations in exchange
rates, including a substantial appreciation of the dollar in the last five
years against major currencies, have posed important challenges for U.S.
industry. Many U.S. exporters and import-competing companies correctly blame
the strong dollar for a major decline in their ability to compete. In
addition, the instability of exchange rates, regardless of the actual ratio,
introduces new uncertainty and risk into business decision making. This
brings higher costs, inflationary pressure and greater market concentration.

Trade Policy from the 1930's to the Preseat

" Beginning with the enactment of the 1934 Trade Agreements Act, the
U.S. government Las commendably taken a number of steps which recognized the
folly of protectionism and worked to open the trading system. Pursuant to the
spirit and letter of GATT, Presidential flexibility to reduce trade barriers
and negotiate trade agreements under GATT was eahanced. Under the Trade Act
of 1974, less developed countries (LDCs) were granted duty-free access to the
U.S. market under the terms of the Generalized System of Preferences. The
Tokyo Round of trade negotiations achieved agreemeant on several non-tariff

issues. Congressional passage of the 1979

~
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Trade Agreements Act served to implement these agreements. At the same time,
Congress did what it could to make sure that unfair practices, such as dumping
and subsidies, remained subject to sanctions. A process of relief from
injurious imports, as well as from a potentially wide range of unfair foreign
trade practices, was included in Sections 201 and 301 of the 1974 Trade Act.

In 1984, the last significant trade legislation, the Trade and Tariff
Act, was enacted. The managers of this legislation, in particular including
ay own Congressman, Sam Gibbons, should be coamended for their efforts to
maintain and strengthen the trading systea., Renewal of GSP is vitally
important to the maintenance of mutually beneficial trade between the U,S. and
less developed countries. Equally important, the so-called reciprocity
provisions in Title III provide important new tools for the President to
negotiate for greater U.S. trade and investment access to foreign markets.
However, the 1984 Act is at least as notable for what i1s not in it as for what
1s in {t.

Current Problems

While the 1984 Act represents a tentative victory for opea trade
forces, the strong continuing dissatisfaction with U.S. trade performance has
led to the introduction of numerous trade proposals in the 99th Congress.
Some of these proposals closely resemble provisions seriously considered but
aet aside by the 98th Congress as it debated the 1984 Act.

I do not doubt that Congress will soon élace trade issues at the top
of ite legislative agenda. Anyone who even glances at a newspaper or watches
TV can see that trade is a major issue., The consequences of Congressional
action will be important and may be far-reaching. Therefore, it is imperative
that all who are involved in trade policy distinguish fact from fiction when
identifying issues and considering responses.

For exsmple, Americans increasingly single out Japan as the
principal, if not the sole, villain against

. feN e
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whon we must prevail in the world market. Japan's $37 billion trade surplus
with the United States, it 18 said, 1s priacipally the result of countless
trade-distorting practices developed through govermnment-industry collusiom.
Regardless of their actual impact, these practices are unbefitting a highly
developed nation. Unless Japan quickly eliminates these practices, they may
find access to the U.S market denied or sharply restricted.

There 18 no question that Japan's markets are effectLVely closed to
many foreign enterprises. We recognize that culture and tradftion (e.g.,
“keiretsu”) play an important role in determining strong Japanese preferences
for domestically produced goods. However, Japan must take meaningful action
now to open up its markets to a degree comparable to the access we provide to
U.S. markets. This includes sales of goods and sevices, as well as
investment. Failure to take these steps now will only worsen the political
climate between vur countries. Left unattended, the deterioration 6f
relations between our countries will soon reach the point of no return. Ounce
that happens, both sides will likely enter a downward spiral of retaliation,

recrimination and stagnation in which everyone loses.

We Share Responsiblity

Nonetheless, we should not overstate the significance of Japanese
tznde barriers or their relationship to the trade deficit, irritating though
these may be. The fact of the matter is that the major portion of the
so-called "Japan problea” is made right here in the U,S.A, If Japon were to
elinminate all of its trade distorting practices overnight, optimists estimate
that our bilateral trade deficit would be reduced by about $10 billion--less
than one-third of the total. The unpleasant truth is that, regardless of
questionable Japanese trade practices, the U.S., business community needs to
improve its performance in many ways. Let me make some observations about the
relative state of Japanese and U.S. industry:
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-- Japanese manufacturing productivity has risen alnost three times
faster than that of America since 1970.

=-- The Japanese savings rate is much higher than the U.S. rate. The
excess of Japanese savings over domestic investment is "exported™
to other countries, keeping the yen's value down without
deliberate currency manipulation. The result is greater
price-competitiveness of Japanese exports.

-~ The Japanese capital stock has been growing over twice as fast as
the Anerican since 1970. As a result, Japanese equipment is much
newer than Axerican equipment.

-~ The large increase in the Japanese share of the world warket for
cars, trucks and ships reflects both cost and quality advantages.

These are important differences which must be narrowed in America.
We cannot rightfully expect Japan, or any other nation, not to compete
effectively in the marketplace, even though we may insist that they play by
the rules. The choice here is largely ours.

It is also worth observing that, on a per capita basis, Japan 18 not
the worst trade offender, if merely sustaining a trade surplus can be cilled
an offense. While Japan, with a population of 120 million, had a $37 billion
trade surplus with the U.S, last year, Canada, with only 25 million people,
had a $20.6 billion surplus. In other words, on a per capita basis, Canada's
merchandise trade surplus with the U.S, was three times as large as Japan's {n
1984, And yet, while we talk about punishing Japan with new trade
restrictions, we are contemplating free trade areas with Canada. This is
simply not fair.

Some believe that the trade deficit or the strong dollar is
“deindustrializing” America, The data do not support this. It is

foes
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true that some firms and industries, such as basic steel and mill products,
have declined over the last several years. But other sectors, such as
comaunications equipment and electronic components, have grown impressively.
Since 1980, growth in overall U.S. industrial production, at 12 perceat,
topped that of each of the seven major industrial countries except Japan.
Indeed, production in Italy and France, with their weak curreancies, actually
fell since 1980 while it increased only 2 percent in Britainm.

This 1s not to say that some othervise highly competitive firms have
not suffered over the past few years as a consequence of the sharp
lapptectntion of the dollar. They most certainly have., What we are saying is
that in the aggregate, thanks in large part to domestic, growth-oriented tax,
budget and regulatory policies, U.S. industrial production has substantially
improved, both in absolute terms and relative to most of our major trading
partners.

The same point can be made about overall U.S. economic performance.
The evidence 18 clear that, among the seven major industrial countries, those
with low-tax/low-spend policies are out performing high-tax/high-spend
countries in both employment and output. The solution to what is described as
the dollar problem and foreign stegnation lies in a greater convergence of
U.S. and foreign economic policles. Specifically, this means foreign
emulation of demonstrably successful U.S. economic policies--tax and spending
cuts, deregulation and disciplined, non-inflationary monetary policy. In
addition, Congress must weigh carefully the ramifications of proposed major
changes in the Internal Revenue Code as they affect worldwide savings and
ionvestment. Tax aimplification proposals, such as "Treasury 11,” represent
the most significant revieions of the tax code in at leaet a generation. We
nust remember, again, that our actions in this regard will have repercussions
extending well beyond our borders. We urge Congress to keep this in mind as
it pursues its deliberations.

While fiscal and mopetary policiles are important determinants of U.S.
incernational competitiveness, those calling for protection believe that
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closing off or restricting world trade provides jobs and stimulates growth by
insulating industries from an inherently "unfair” and unforgiving market, But
history clearly shows us that "insulation™ leads to industrial stagnation,
wvaasted resources, fewer jobs and lower living etandards. Sluggish growth and
increased uneaployment in the U.S. and around the world are the inevitable
results.

Recoamendations

The best trade policy for promoting growth and jobs is ome that
recognizes our growing interdependence as an opportunity. Such a policy will -
favor expanaion and liberalization of the trading system, not restriction. We
must maintain efforts to lower trade barriers abroad and resist pressures to
close our own markets. The prospect of severe damage to the trading system
resulting from protectionist initiastives nmakes it even more timely for the
Chanber to reaffirm its support for actions that result in trade
liberalization worldwide. Our recommeandations iunclude the following:

o Effective enforcement of U.S. laws in defense of our trade rights
under international rules can help ameliorate growing pressure for
counterproductive trade-restrictive measures.

o The Chawber reaffirms its opposition to protectionist measures, such
as import surcharges, quotas, domestic content laws and restrictive
trade laws in conflict with our international obligations.

o The Chamber supports Presidential use of tools provided in Title I1l
of the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984 in order to obtain increased
market access abroad. Restrictive trade barriers in other nations
deny U.S. exporters, investors and service firns a fair opportunity
to compete, It is difficult for the United States to retain its
status as a relatively open market accessible to other nations when
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equivalent access is not enjoyed by U.S. companies overseas. This is
particularly pertinent in the case of advanced developing countries
that enjoy duty-free access to the U.S. market provided under GS¥ but
continue to maintain trade-distorting practices and restrictions in
their own countries. GSP is important to world trade and it should
be continued. But it must not be abused.

o The Chaaber &lso supports new and dedicated multilateral efforts to
reduce barriers and to restore and improve discipline and stability
in the world trading system. Priorities should include (but not
necessarily be limited to) strengthening the disciplines of the
international trading system; further reductions of tariff and
non-tariff barriers; improvement of the performance of GATT machinery
and gecretariat; adaptatien to the growing concerms surrounding
services, investment and intellectual property rights; the linkage of
trade and monetary matters; further integration of LDCs into the
world trading system; maximizing public support for improvement of
present trade rules and imstitutions; and Congressional renewal of
Presidential negotiating authority.

Congress has before it several restrictive proposals aimed
specifically at Japan. The prospect of a serious conflict between the world's
two most important trading nations deeply concerns the Chamber. We believe
that sustained growth and developmeat of commerce in the Pacific basin
represent one of humanity's best hopes for the next century., This region,
with {ts rapidly growing, dynamic market-oriented econcmies, gives every
indication that it will assume world economic leadership for the forseeable
future. A healthy, vibrant U.S.-Japan relationship in trade and, indeed, in
all matters is critical to the success of the region and the world ecomomy.

We recognize that numerous unresolved differences exist between the
United States and Japan. Trying to resolve these differences may on occasion
cause the U.S. government to take unilateral action which will prod our

Japanese friends to be more forthcoming in their efforts to reach agreement.
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However, Congress and the Administration must carefully define the problems to
be solved, as well as the manner i{n which they are to be solved. The
Chamber's positions in this regard are the following:

o The Chamber opposes legislation that mandates the President to take
retaliatory action against any country. The Chief Executive's
flexibility as embodied in existing law must be retaiu2d. Cenial of
such flexibility will make targeting responses to specific
developments far more difficult, thereby reducing the chances of
obtaining the market access or other outcomes we Feek.

o The Chamber does believe that on a case-by-case basis the
Administration should exert greater leverage, using existing
vechanisms of multilateral and bilateral negotiations and
agreements., These include Article XXIII of the GAIT, the
“nullification or impairment™ clause. If these efforts fail, then
the U.S. should exercise its rights under domestic and international
trade laws and consider major changes in existing domestic and
international arrangements governing trade. -

Let me take this opportunity to tell you about an emerging trade
issue on which the U.S. Chamber is taking a leadership role: access to the
rapidly growing worldwide telecommunications market. The opportunity to
coupete fully and fairly in foreign markets is a fundamental objective of the
American business community, Nowhere is this more important than in the
ewerging worldwide high technology markets, particularly those associated with
what some call the global information economy, which spans a range of products
and services connected with the generating, processing and distribution of
information. Computer hardware and software, micro-electronics, and
telecomaunications technologies are all vital to the operation of the global
information economy. Furthermore, rapid technological change is increasingly
blurring the demarcation among these segments.

Unfortunately, we must recognize that a key to this global
information econoamy, the national telecommunications markets, remains among
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the most highly regulated areas of business activity. Because these
telecommunications networks must serve as the ceantral transportation system

for the global information economy, progress towards greater coampetitive
opportunities in telecommunications is critical to the future growth of trade

in high technology products and services. Recoguizing this fact, the

U.S, Chasber is working clBsely with members of Congress to help shape
constructive legislation that would encourage the negotiation of greater

access for U.S, firms to worldwide telecommunications markets. In the absence .
of such negotiation, the U.S. business community may well be denied the
opportunity to compete in this dynamic part of the world econoamy.

1 think it 1s important to note at this point that the current
adainiatration has demonstrated a clear willingness to exercise leverage,
including the use of substantial import restrictive measures, in order to
secure cooperation from our trading partners on the question of trade
liberalization. For example, the Administration took a dramatic step in this
fashion last fall when it banned most European steel pipe and tube imports
until the end of 1984 in reaction to perceived non-compliance with steel pipe

and tube import agreements.

This administration has taken some restrictive measures of a
substantial nature even when it is less clear that the purpose of such
measures is to promote negotiation or clarification of an agreement. In
April of 1983, President Reagan approved & 45 percent increase in duties on
iwported motorcycles. The Preaident has taken a number of actions to reduce
textile and apparel imports, the most recent major action being the U.S.
Customs Service's promulgation of the revised “"country-of-origin™ rules as
they related to “substantial transformation™ of textile and apparel products

in different countries.

The steel quota system currently in effect {8 even stricter than the
Multifiber Arrangement (MFA) on textile and apparel imports. Unlike the MFA,
the steel quota system sets a worldwide ceiling for imports. It iacludes
Eurobe, not just Japan and developing countries. Imports are prohibited froa
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stowing more rapidly than the domestic marke:t. Perhaps most significantly,
the steel fndustry can dismantle the systea by filing unfair trade practice

cases,

The poiut here 1s that, if and when Congress begins to debate trade
legislation, it should recognize that this administration has clearly been
willing and able to use its existing authority to impose trade restrictions in
order to cushion a variety of industries from foreign competition, Im our
view, the record simply does mot support the contention that the
Adninistration has beea unwilling to use the tools currently at its disposal
to remedy injurious or unfair trade practices.

Chamber International Programs

The U.S. Chamber is uniquely situated to work towsard increased market
access worldwide. Through an extensive network of 53 atfiliated American
Chambers of Coamerce abroad, representing some 60,000 firws and individuals,
American buainess diplomats are engaged in breaking down barriers to U.S.
trade, investment and services every day. AmCham presidents, committee
chairmen and other American residents abroad meet face-to~-face with host
country government and business policy makers. Perhaps the most notable
current example of such involvement is that of the president of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Japan., He and his AmCham colleagues have bdeen at the
forefront in advising every U.S. goverament negotiating teams to visit Tokyo
over the last year. He has gained such credibility that he was appointed as
one of the two foreign business representatives oo the new Advisory Committee
to the Japanese Ministerial Coamittee charged with implementing the pledges
contained in Prime Minister Nakasone's April 9 statement.

In addition, the Chamber sponsocrs l4 bilateral business couancils
bringing some 700 U.S. corporate executives together with their counterparts
from key trading areas around the world. For example, just & few weeks ago,
together with our India-U.S. Business Council, we held an off-the-record
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discussion for 40 senior corporate executives with Prime Minister Gandhi of
India, This meeting, along with other similar sessions we have held with some
20 heads of state or government in the last 18 months, provides an opportunity
to preas for improved business conditions for American exporters, importers,
investors and service firms. Mr. Chairman, I think we have had a few
successes. Some important countries are opening up slowly. But we have a
long way to go before we achieve a fair dalance of opportunities in the
world's trading system.

Later this year, I will lead a ten-meaber delegation to China to meet
with senior officials within that government. We will try to focus attention
on the continuing cultural barriers that f{nhibit expanded U,S.-China trade.

The point is, Mr. Chairman, that the U.S..Chllbet is actively
iovolved, day-to-day, in promoting an improved climate for American business
around the world. We cannot eimply support an open trading system at home
without recognizing that we have an obligation to pressure constantly for
improved condition for our exporters and investors abroad. We were
particularly pleased to note that in the House State Department authorization
bill strong new language has been included to task U.S. ambassadors around the
world to work toward improved market access. This new directive, if psssed by
Congress and implemented with aggressiveness, will help reinforce the activist
posture already shared by thousands of American business executives.

Conclusion

kr. Chairman, I would like to conclude my testimony by pointing out
that the stakes involved in the clamor for protectionism are difficult to
overstate. As I mentioned earlier, our trade interests cannot be separated
from our broader domestic and foreign policy interests. When we fail in one
area, the others are also at risk. World commerce, as much as anything, is
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the glue that holds mankind together, Trade with other nations necessarily
forces all of us to recognize how important we are to esch other, and how much
we depend on each other, It is through mutual recognition and mutual
dependence that all of us can strengthen the foundation upon which to build a

better, freer and more prosperous world.

1 have included with ay statement attachaments explaining in greater
detail the Chanmber's positior on a number of significant international issues,
and 1 ask permissico that they be included in the record. I would be pleased
to try to answer any questions the members ot this committee may have,

He .
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C]’xaml)er of Commerce of tlle Unitecl States of America
Washington

Statement on the U.S. Trade Deficit and Industry Protectionism

The outsized U.S. merchandise trade deficits expected in 1984 and 1985
reflect the serious disadvantages faced in the current macroeconomic
environment by U.S. businesses fn competiticn with foreign rivals.

The major sources of the U.S. trade deficit are (1) the gap between the
strong growth rate here and growth rates abroad; (2) reduced purchases from
the U.S. by debtor developing countries; and (3) the strength of the dollar
relative to foreign currencies. The deficit does not, however, indfcate that
U.S. Industries are fundamentally weak or that they are being overtaken by
unfair foreign competition.

Consequently, protectionist measures, such as an {mport surcharge,
domestic content laws, and restrictive trade laws, are not a proper or
effective means for reducing our trade deficit. On the contrary, fmport
restrictions are apt to exacerbate the deficit fn the future by further
strengthening the dollar and frustrating the overseas recovery that fs crucial
to the revival of U.S. sales abroad. Particularly counterproductive would de
fmport restraints that would further erode the already impafred ability of
indebted developing countries to pay for U.S. exports, Nothing here should be
construed as condoning faports to the United States priced below fair value or
those benefitting from foreign govermment subsidy {as defined in applicable
trade taw), nor as opposftion to United States corporatfons seeking redress
under existing Yaw and regulatfon against such fmports.

Al though protectionism 1s the wrong response to our trade deficit, the
U.S, Chamber 1s concerned that, {f sustained, the macroeconomic factors that
have created the deffcit will cause serfous world market losses and the
contraction of domestic industries that are fundamentally competitive. To
prevent this, the U.S. should encourage policfes overseas that invigorate
foreign demand and support foreign currencies by creating conditions favorable
to growth, adjustment, and expanding world trade. A key force for stimulating
economic vitality overseas would be the dismantlement of foreign barriers to
trade and investment while the U.S. works at the same time to keep its markets
open.

No Qab.ef R84
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Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America
Washington

Statement on Bilateral Trade Agrzements

The Chamber continues to advocate multilateral negotiations and
agreements as the best means to reduce barriers to world commerce, and
supports the principle of non-conditional most-favored-nation treatment as a
general norm. Bilateral agreements, and any preferential arrangements among
countries, should be avoided because they risk the erosion of the multilateral
framework that best serves the free flow of trade and trade-related
jnvestment. However, exceptions may be justified if it can be demonstrated
that bilateral agreements or arrangements are necessary to create momentum for
:nultilateral negotiations for a more open trading system, or if multilateral
action is highly improbable within a reasonable timeframe.

June, 1984
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Cllaml)er ()f Commerce ot tlle Unite(l Stales ol' America

Washington

Statement on Managed Trate

The growing interest in and use of "matajed trade" -- 3 tera used 3o
describe explicit or implicit deals between or anong governments, with or
#ithout the participation of private parties, to limit import shares in a
given market -- in general runs counter to the United States' interest in an
expanding and open world economy. At the same time, managed trade may Se 3
practical tool for affording to U.S. industries that have demonstrated injury
due to fairly-traded imports the temporary import retief authorized by U.S.
law and international agreements.

Therefore, the Chamber of Commerce of the United States helieves that
managed trade should be employed as a tool of import relief solely within the
confines of the standards and procedures of the two major trzde statutes
offering relief from fairly-traded imports, Section 291 of the 1974 trade law
(thg so-called "escape clause") and Section 204 of the Agricultural Act of
1956.

The Chamber recognizes that efforts to manage trade outside the
confines of these statutes nonetheless are apt to continue. If so, in all
cases of managed trade for import relief from fair trade or for any other
purpose, the process leading to managed trade shouid be transparent. The
President should publish in the Federal Register an Executive Order announcing
his intention to consider, negotiate, enter into, or accept an igreement or
arrangement with a foreign government or exporter tc restrain trade.
Similarly, Ye should by the same means ma%ka notification if A2 "3s reason to
believe that a foreign-government or exporter is actinj, or plaas to ict, to
restrain its exports to the U.S. market. At the same time, the President
sqould request comients on these actions. .

At a later date, the President should publish in the Federal Zegister
the results of any such negotiation or foreign action tno restrain trade. At
that time, the President should report on the anticipated costs and benefits
of the results to the affected U.S. industries, inciuding users »f tne
restrained product, and to consumers. He should also rensort on the
anticipated overall effect of these results on the U.S. econony.

In all casas of managed trade for import relief from fair trade, the
link hetween such relief and action toward industry 1djistment should pe
improved.

All managed trade for the purpose of impert relief rron fair trade
should be limited in duration at the outset. Aay renewal of such relief
should be made subject anew to the same criterii and procedures identified for
first-time import relief.
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Cllaml)cr ()f Commerce of the United States of America
Washington
Statement on Proposed General Agreement onh
Tariffs anc Jrace (GATT) Round for 1556
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce's posftion regarding a proposed 1986
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Round s as follows:

1. The Chamber supports new and dedicated multilateral efforts to
reduce barriers and to restore and improve discipline and stability
in the world trading system. The nature of the trading world has

Y changed, and protectionist actions have increased sharply since the
last multflateral trade negotiations in 19759, Import barriers and
other trade-distorting practices have multiplied, often nullifying
past a?reements. New and better solutfons, covering a wide range of
possibilities, rust now be sought.

2. Greater flexibility in the actual GATT procedures, techniques and
negotiating style is needed, due to constantly changing worldwide
economic conditions,

3. The convening of a representative GATT Preparatory Committee is
overdue and its hard task of agreeing on an agenda ana the means of
pursuing 1ts goals must begin. A disciplined and more stable
international trading system will require this initial consensus
among natfons, developed and developing alike, on what must be
sought and how.

The Chamber believes that the priorities for these new efforts are at
least sevenfold: (1) to strengthen the disciplines of the international
trading system, and to seek further reductions of non-tariff ana tariff
barriers {to do this, we must reappraise the successes or failures and reasons
for such results of the Tokyo Round Codes and the GATT {tself, and review
issues such as Most Favored Nation Treatment, permissive customs unions and
free trade zreas, safeguards, dispute settlement, and government intervention
in trade); (2) to examine GATT machinery and the role of its Secretariat in
order to improve its performance; (3) to help GATT adapt to the emerging needs
of services, investment and intellectual property rights issues; (4) to review
the linkages between tracde and monetary matters; (5) to assist developing
countries assume a more active and responsible role within the world trading
system; (6) to secure maximum public support in order to improve present
trading rules and institutions and to provide directions for solutions to
other new or yet to emerge problems; and, (7} to seek renewed Presidential
negotiation authority from the U.S. Congress.

Assuming that these multilateral negotiations do not conclude for a
number of years, it is critical that any trade problems that arise in the
interim be resolved through bitateral, GATT Plus, or plurilateral mechanisms,
and be consistent with the U.S. objectives of the multilateral round.

In 1ight of this, the Chamber belfeves it would be premature for it to
take positfons on specific issues or comment on detailed solutions until more
preparatory work is dore. The Chamber will become involved in this

preparatory effort.
s
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Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America

Washington
Statement on U, S-Japan Trade Relations

The dramatic fncrease in the bilateral trade deficit with Japan from
$19 billion to $37 bitlion in two short years, the continuing need for
reduction of trade barrfers, and high!y volatile exchange rate movements are
causing & crisis in the domestic political arena. Such events could result in
the Congress taking 111 <conceived actions that might appear to alleviate the
t;‘:o‘e Iiaa'lance problem, but which could actually result in exacerbating the
situation.

It is vitally important that our policy makers in Congress and the
Administration carefully define the trade problems to be solved. Both nations
need to share leadership and responsibility for maintaining and expanding a
global trading system which 1s truly open.

Given the critical nature of the situation, the Chamber reviewed
pending legfistation and Adminfstration proposals, and made the following
policy recommendations:

1. The Chamber opposes legfsiation that mandates the President to take
retaliatory action against any country, since the Chief Executive must
retain the flexibi1ity he has under existing law which permits him to
initiate specific actfons based on his perspective of the national
interest.

We oppose such legislation for the following reasons: The potential of
such a law not being in compliance with existin? international
obligations; the irrelevance of such broad retaliatory actfon based on
response to an jndustry specific action; and the fact that such
retaliatory action will not gain better access to Japanese markets,

The Chamber continues to support current trade law which fs designed to
counter unfair trade practices that inhibit market access to U.S.
exports.

2. The Administration should push the Japanese harder on market access
through the traditional mechanisms of bilateral negotiations and
agreements, and General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
procedures, including Article XXI1I, "Rullification or lmpairment®, on
a case-by-case basis. The objective of the Administration should be to
develop & more coherent trade policy with Japan in order to
significantly increase efforts to gain access for U.S. investment,
products, and services.

3. In the event that these traditional mechanisms do not accomplish access
for U.S. investment, products, and services within a reasonable period
of time, the U.S. should utilize its rights under domestic ana
{nternatfonal trade laws, and reconsider such unilateral actions as may
be appropriate, and consider major changes in existing domestic and
international arrangements governing trade.
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Statement on Access to Worldwide Telecommunications Markets

The U.S. Chamber supports an active program of U.S. government
bilateral and multilateral negotiations to remove foreign barriers to U.S.
exports. The critical role played by telecommunications in international
trade of high technology products and services gives a special urgency to
efforts to address specific barriers to international trade in
telecormunications products and value added telecommunications services.
Therefore, the U.S. Chamber welcomes legislative initiatives to encourage the
Administration to negotiate greater access for U.S. firms to worldwide
telecommunications markets, provided that such legislation conforms to the
following principles:

1. The aim of U.S. initiated negotjations should be to achieve open
trade in telecommunications products and services.

2. Legislation should provide a mandate to the Administration to
negotiate the reduction or elimination of barriers to telecommunications trade
and should include the authority to negotiate the elimination of any remaining
U.S. barriers.

3. Progress towards greater access should be determined by monitoring
the results of existing and future trade agreements to assure that all
barriers are removed.

4. The U.S. government should take flexible and credible action to
enforce existing agreements and to restore competitive opportunities if
negotiations fail to produce significant progress towards a more open market.

5. Any bilateral agreements entered into by the U.S. government should
be supportive of future multilateral negotiations and the international trade
and investment system.

6. Legislation to the extent possible should encourage the use of
existing U.S. government trade authority.
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Major Intermatioaal Trade Actions:
Reagan Adminiatration
1/1/81-8/21/R4

FREE_TRADE

4/14/81

President approves ITC recommendation to
increase peanut quota by 300,000 pounds
during the period of August 1980-Julv 31, 1981

6/30/81
President removes OMA's on shoes from
Korea and Taiwan.

7/8/81
Administration imsues statement on “U.S. Trade
Policy.”

3/8/82
Department of Commerce finda nn aubsidiecs on
Canadian lumber.

4/9/82

President rejects quotas on casein lmpnrts.

10/8/82
President signs Fxport Trading Companv Ritl.

4/26/83
President recjectmn Houda{lle petition, (Machine
Tools).

8/5/83
President sipna Cartbbean Rasin Initiatfve

9/15/83
Adeministration Increases RUgAT quota by
150,000 short tons for FY'B4,

11/30/83
Admintstration signs lav increasing share
of U.S. funding to the IMF.

PEATEETRE ST

LYavZ:

Japanese inftiated Voluntary RestrMn Apreement

on automobiles with V.S,

9/11/81
Admintatration levied a 1 cent A pound import
fee on Imported raw sugar.

12/22/81

Rencwai of Multi{fiber Agreement. U.S. pushed
for restrictive section. Restrictive textile
bilaterals wevre agreed to through 1984,

12/22/81

Farm Act of 1981 approved by Administration
(wheat, corn, rice, sugar, peanuts, dairy,
meat),

10/20/82

Admintistration announces I-year, $1.5 bhillion
agricultural export credit program that will
benefit from subsidized interest rates.
Prenident approves LTC recommendation tn
increase prannt quata hy 060,000 pounds

during the porlod of Aupust 1980-July 1, 19R1.

[(LVEVEN

frealdent promised tmport regime on
textiles which would “relate” fmports
to growth in dmestic consuption,
10/21/82 '

U.S.~E.C. Steel Agreements to restrain
taports of FC ateel In*n the H.S.

001



1. B/6/84 h 1/15/8¢

Admin{stratton rejects 110 jecommendation Admintstration {mposed o unilaterdl celling
to lmpose yuotas (425,000 tuns) or Calure 00 mtllton jevel reached tn 1982) on
tarifts (by (U5 cents per pound) on imported tmponrts aof Chinesr textiles,
cupper becanse restrictions were “nnt fn
the overall niational economtc Interest.” . L/18/RY
(hpvpt)
12, R/in/B4 Admiulst ration subnidizes wheat tlour
Adpintstration rejer te I1TC recommendation wales to bgypt, Morvceo and drag in
to tmpose quotas on steel fmports and a tarcift retaltatfon to satstitzed 1O sales of
quiata on seal-tintshed steol, whett and tlour,

16, YAV
Proafdent approves 457 tacreased duttes on
Tmpotted motoroys les,

. S/10/83
compiled by Prestdent reduces quotas on sugar from
Consumers for World Trade/Washineton, Do Niiatagua bv 402, Actien tiken in

retallation tor Nlvaragua's support ot
guerilla activities In tentral America

12. IHAYLE
Frontdeot fopoves tanifts and quotas on
4 wide range ot spe falty steel products
tor 4 vearn.

11 (R LYA N
fresldent agreed to tighten restrlctiony on
textile toport The testt i tions addreseed

themirlves to

low waged third market natfons.

14, LIAYA
Admintatration announces new country of -
ortwin’ provistond on textile lmputtA.

1. 718784
Admintatratton (alla tor negotiated cuthack '
Steel taperte o THST of the Amertoan
market.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1813 H Saeer. N W
Frany L MGRSf\Nl WasriNnoTon [ € 20062
Cramean oF tne Buz_ September 5, 1988 202 ‘659-8000

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:

The U.S. Chamber of Cosmerce continues to applaud your )eadership in
bringing America back “rom the economit stagnation and malaise that
characterized the 1970s. We are pleased to consider ourselves as a vital part
of the coalftion that has helped to bring your policies nationa) approval.

With {nflatfon under control and job creation, industrial production and
economic growth near ord levels, your economic program has succeeded in
making American economic performance the envy of the world., Today, America
stands out as a shining example of how to succeed in creating new
opportunities for a1l of 1ts citizens.

The purpose of this letter {s to emphasize the critical importance of
open world trade to America's economic future. iLike you, Mr. President, the
U.5. Chamber of Commerce s deeply committed to open, competitive world
trade. We believe, however, that unless more is done to assure that foreign
markets are as open to our exports as are our markets to foreign imports,
protectionist Yegislation will evolve that could serfously jeopardize open
worid trade and our economy.

Mr. President, we are fully aware that the causes of our trade deffcit
are numerous and complex. We know that a healthy U.S. economy is going to
continue importing more from, and exporting less to, sluggish economies
abroad. We are also aware that the recent strength of the dollar in exchange
markets is largely 2 result of the strength of the U.S. economy and the U.S.
fiscal postition.

However, there can be no escaping the fact that billions of dollars in
market opportunities for U.S. firms, here and abroad, are lost because of the
unfair and unreasonable trading practices of our competitor natfons. In
Europe, the Far East and around the world, countless subsidies and non-tariff
barriers thwart our most competftive companies in agriculture, steel,
high-technology, communications, services, pharmaceutical and numerous other
markets, even as those nations take access to U.S. markets for granted.
Despite numerous efforts at multilateral trade negotiations and some progress
in tariff reduction, the situation grows worse every year. Unless our trading
partners recognize that we mean business and are prepared to defend our
interests, we have no realistic hope of inducing either trade Yiberalization
by our trading partners or new trade negotiations aimed toward that end.
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As you know, Congress has before it dozens of trade-restrictive bflls,
Regardless of the merits of each, taken together, they reflect the frustration
of Americans with unfair and unreasonable foreign exploftation of American
markets. Perhaps more importantly, many of these bills reflect a worrisome
belief that your administration is too reluctant to do what needs to be done.
Therefore, a consensus is growing that your discretionary authority must be
limited and that certain rqtatiatory actions must be taken. Such an approsch,
in our opinion, uoes not serve this nation well. The economic, polftical and
diplomatic environment varfes from time to time and from country to country.
What may be an appropriate response at one time and place may not be
appropriate elsewhere. For this reason, we have opposed efforts to mandate
specific Presidential trade actions legislatively. However, as long as our
trade prodblems grow in the face of Executive Branch {inaction, confidence in
the Adninfstration will continue to erode, the open trade consensus that has
existed since World War Il will disappear, and counterproductive legislation
will be enacted. Such developments could seriously impair our broader foreign
policy and national security fnterests as well,

Mr. President, your Adninistration simply must et those nations that
abuse their position in world markets know that they will pay a price for
their actions. Consequently, we urge you to take full use of the authority
currently available to you under present law to take whatever actions are
necessary to restore fairness fn the fnternational market place. We strongly
recomnend that you fnvoke Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974, and any other
provisfons of law as may be appropriate, to compe) corrective,
trade-1iberalizing actions by our trading partners. If necessary, ycu should
deny access to the U.S. market to those nations that do not liberalize their
practices. For too long, the openness of the Americar market has been viewed
as a given by nations who do not seem to belfeve or care that rights to our
market must be reciprocated in their markets,

The situation in America today demards action now, and the world trading
system cannot survive for long without {t.

Yours truly,

Frank L. Morsani
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Ms. SHAINE. Trade adjustment includes three major segments:
technical assistance for industry, financial assistance for industry,
and employee benefits and retraining. Let’s talk first about human
resources, the principal thrust of this bill.

Chamber membership and American business, large and small,
values its investment in human resources. Today’s highly competi-
tive and dynamic marketplace necessitates continuous retraining of
the American work force. In fact, U.S. industry now invests over
$30 billion in private-sector funds annually in direct education and
training for this valued asset, human capital.

The chamber agrees that the U.S. economy can be strengthened
by cost-effective retraining of workers adversely affected by im-
ports, which would reduce and more evenly distribute the burden
of economic adjustment. Titl& IIl of the Job Training Partnership
Act is an excellent example of an effective public-private partner-
snip that has already demonstrated success.

The existing Trade Adjustment Assistance Program provides ex-
tended unemployment benefits whether or not retraining is under-
way. It has been chamber policy to oppose that program, for the
following reasons:

One, experience indicates that most TAA claimants do not suffer
substantially greater economic hardship than workers displaced for
any other reason. In fact, the GAO reports that nearly 75 percent
of TAA recipients return to work prior to receipt of benefits, often
working for the same employer. Therefore, if we are to agree that
additional special assistance is warranted for this class of worker,
those dislocated due to import competition, there must be a mecha-
nism by which we can clearly identify those workers truly in need
of additional assistance.

Two, extension of unemployment benefits may be a strong incen-
tive to delay effective job search or to avoid early retraining. It
merely postpones the adjustment for a worker who will not be re-
called but for whom alternative employment opportunities are
available.

May I, for just a moment, Senator?

Senator RoTH. Sure.

Ms. SnaINE. I would like to get to the subject—and I ask that our
full remarks be included—of assistance for firms, which is given
very short shrift in this bill.

Among other reasons, in your introductory remarks you cited
comments from the Department of Commerce about bad history in
that program.

I have, and I would like to offer it to the committee for inclusion
in the record, a memorandum from H.P. Goldfield who is Assistant
Secretary for Trade Development in the Department of Commerce,
in which he attacks the very report which was provided to you
with those statistics. I think you will find it interesting reading. He
says that they are unsubstantiated, that the survey was done 1n an
unprofessional way, and that the results have no validity.

Ser:iator RotH. Thank you. That will be included as part of the
record.

[The memorandum from H.P. Geldfield follows:]
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION,
Washington. DC.

Memorandum for: John R. Szpanka, Assistant Inspector General for Auditing.

From: H.P. Goldfield, Assistant Secretary for Trade Development.

Subject: Draft Report on Inspector General Review of the Trade Adjustment Assist-
ance Program. :

I must express my disappointment concerning the draft report prepared by your
office on the review of the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program. ] had been ex-
pecting a substantive, professional report that used generally acceptable methodolo-
gy and statistical techniques to present a meaningful analysis of the program'’s oper-
ations, and practical recommendations as to how the program could be improved, as
most previous products from the DOC IG’s Office have been. What | received was a
report that was disorganized, based on a confused and, in our opinion, an indefensi-
ble methodology which utilized data that was incompatible and unsupportable. Fur-
thermore, this report made no substantive recommendations as to how to improve
the program, and made broad generalizations which demonstrated an apparent mis-
understanding of the goals and objectives of the firm Trade Adjustment Assistance
Program and how it operates. 1 find it of particular concern that your audit team, at
times up to seven in number, could spend six months developing, conducting. and
reporting on this review and come up with a product of questionable value.

Perhaps the critical tenor of the report is cause by the factual errors in it. As A
Conan Doyle’s earlier investigator put it, “It is a capital mistake to theorize before
one has data. Insensibly one begins to twist facts to suit theories, instead of theories
to suit facts.”

The review presented in your draft report is flawed to the extent that I feel that |
must summarize my concerns in this cover memo before detailing the specific prob-
lems. Of major concern are:

The sample firm universes selected for the review were not representative of the
program and were not consistent Data developed from one unrepresentative sample
was applied to another unrepresentative sample and used to make projections about
total program performance. The data could therefore reveal little of substance about
the program.

The report’s title is inappropriate since it suggests a predisposition on the review-
ers’ part and prejudges the objectivity of anyone reading the report. We suggest that
}hel;eport"'s title should be “'Review of the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program
or Firms.

The conclusions of the IG report states that during fiscal years 1982 and 1983, the
cost of the TAA Program for firms was 350 million. This is not accurate since only
346.5 million of TAA funds were provided for firm assistance during this two-year
period. Furthermore, the majority of the $10.4 million for direct loans will be
repaid, and much of the $10.6 million put in guaranteed loan reserve account will
probably not be used.

Attached you will find a detailed analysis of our concerns with the methodology
used to conduct this program review, as well a3 an item-by-item discussion of the
incerrect or misleading statements contained in the report itself. As you will see,
both of these documents are extensive and reveal the specifics on which our con-
cerns on the report are based. I would recommend that your staff rewrite the
report.

Attachments.

ATTACHMENT A—REVIEW OF METHODCLOGY DOC IG REPORT ON THE TRADE ADJUSTMENT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR FIRMS

The study's methodology is hard to follow, rly documented, inconsistent, and
suggests that the reviewers did not understand the goals and objectives of the TAA
Program and how it operates. Furthermore, a thorough review of the methodology
raises the question of whether this was a fair and unbiased appraisal of the TAA
Program. The following points highlight our concerns:

hile the IG team visited six TAACs (New England, New Jersey, Mid-Atlantic,
Southeastern, Metro N.Y., and Mid-West), the sample of 303 firms entering the pro-
fram came from four TAACs (Mid-West, Mid-Atlantic, New Jersey and New Eng-
and); and the sample of 38 firms completing implementation assistance included
firms from a different set of four TAACs (New England, New Jersey, Mid-Atlantic
and Metro N.Y.). There is no explanation offered why the Metro N.Y. TAAC is ex-
cluded from the first sample, why the Mid-West TAAC is excluded from the second
sample, or why the Southeastern TAAC is excluded from both samples.
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The statement on page 4 of the report that the TAA Program ‘“ignores many cur- °
rent and world-wide economic and market conditions” is simply not true. The TAA
Program’s goal i8 to help viable firms adjust by reacting to world-wide economic
conditions. Firms are not helped to continue what they were doing, but to develop
and implement a recovery strategy that capitalizes on a firm’s strengths by identify-
ing new product lines, new marketing niches and/or reducing production costs so it
can compete. The TAACs clearly recognize that a high proportion of firms request-
ing trade adjustment assistance will be unable to implement such a recovery strate-
gy, and these firms are screened out.

The methodology examines 303 firms “‘entering the TAA Program' —but entering
the program is not defined. The chart on page 3a identifies these 303 firms as certi-
fied, but from the reasons given on page 5 concerning why firms drop-out, it is clear
that many of these firms have in fact decided not to submit certification petitions,
or submitted petitions and were determinied not eligible. During the two-year
period reviewed, the four TAACs included in the 303 sample had a total of 249
client firms certified. Perhaps a more constructive analysis of certification would
have included a discussion of the percentage of firms in the .13 sample that submit-
ted certification petitions and what percent were certified.

The narrative on page 4 criticizes the TAA Program for a high drop-out rate.
However, TAA is not an entitlement program, but rather an adjustment program
designed to help a select group of firms through combined Federa' firm and private
funds to become or remain competitive. The program screens out firms that are fi-
nancially weak, or have management unwilling to make necessary changes, or
cannot develop a strategy to overcome the overwhelming adverse economic and
market conditions which creates U.S. import problems. In addition, the 72.6 percent
drop-out rate is inaccurate since, as discussed above, it includes firms that were not
certified, or according to the Trade Art of 1974 criteria, were ineligible to receive
trade adjustment assistance. It is improper to classify such firms as drop-outs.

The method used (pages 4 and 5) to determine why firms choose not to participate
in the program is questionable. Detailed data for only one TAAC (Mid-West) was
presented. We do not believe the Mid-West TAAC is representative since during the
1982-1983 period it had the highest number of inactive clients of all TAACs. A
statement is made that 48 out of 65 Mid-West 1982 and 1983 certified firms dropped
out of the TAA Program before reaching implementation. However, the reasons
given by these firms concerning why they dropped-out indicate that many of these
firms did not even submit certification petitions, and therefore could rot have been
certified. Furthermore, we question the validity of relying solely on a firm's re-
sponse for the reasons it dropped-out. A firm that was screened out by the TAAC,
since it was considered not viable, or had management unwilling to make necessary
changes, may not be objective with their comments on the TAA %’rogram.

The report states that eligibility requirements contributed to the 24.1 percent of
clients that dropped-out of the program due to disabling financial conditions. How-
ever, firms do not have to be mortally wounded by imports to become certified—but
must demonstrate that increased imports contributed importantly to their sales or
Froduction and employment declines. Qur experience is that many of the certified
irms have the ability to become strong, viable companies. .

The statement on page 7 of the report that the review team would determine
“whether the success of the TAA Program would improve dramatically if such cor-
rective actions proved effective in allowing more firms to reach the implementation
phase” reveals a basic misunderstanding of the program’s intent.

Success of the TAA Program should depend upon the number of firms that recov-
er, not the number that enter implementation assistance. Many firms achieve suc-
cessful adjustment by implementing recommendations in the Diagnostic Survey and
Adjustment Pro on their own, without even beginning implementation assist-
ance. Many of the firms classified as “drop-outs” by the report have in reality re-
ceived all the assistance they needed under the program to effectuate their recov-
ery. This important aspect of the program is not considered in the report’s method-

ology.

ﬁe sample used to determine how assisted firms benefit from the program, is un-
representative of the TAAC Program’s client caseload. Half of the sample is com-
prised of firms in ggparel and leather industrial classifications, while during fiscal
years 1982 and 1983, only 30 percent of the firms assisted by the TAACs were in
these industrial sectors. Based upon our experience, firms in labor intensive indus-
tries, such as apparel and leather, find adjustment more difficult. In addition, 37
percent of the sample is comprised of Trade Ac* loan recipients, while less than 5
percent of the firms being assisted by the TAACs receive a Trade Act loan to imple-
ment their adjustment strategy. In general, Trade Act loan recipients are the
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weaker TAA client firms since they are unable to obtain private financing to imple-
ment their strategies. The Trade Act loan recipients included in this sample were
primarily EDA loans which were made under policies that have long since been
abandoned. We would expect the Trade Act loans made under ITA’s improved
standards to show a higher success rate.

The reviewers' basis for measuring adjustment appears to be selective. First of all,
only established or created employment and sales are considered. We agree that the
firm’s profit level is a key factor—especially when some adjustment strategies cell
for a reduced level of operations or concentration on a specific market or product
line to enhance a firm’s profit level. A firm with increasing sales and employment
can only remain in operation in the long-term if it is profitable. However, we do not
agree that two years after completion of implementation assistance is sufficient
time to make the determination if a firm has adjusted. A firm's adjustment strategy
is always a joint TAAC and firm effort, and often the firm is responsible for com-
pleting actions started which may occur over a multi-year period. For example, tech-
nical assistance may be provided to develop a marketing approach to penetrate a
new market and following completion of the technical assistance, the firm will begin
to establish a new sales network, revamp its product line and/or develop new prod-
ucts. Another example would be a firm that receives technical assistance to adapt
new state-of-the-art manufacturing technologies. The technical assistance may
advise the firm what new machinery to purchase and how to redesign its plant
layout. However, following the completion of the implementation assistance, the
firm is required to purchase the new machinery, install it, train the workers to use
it and get the bugs out. In both of these examples, it may be years before the bene-
fits of the technical assistance can be measured in terms of improved financial indi-
ces. In most cases, two years is too short a period to measure results and to deter-
mine if a firm has adjusted or not. Furthermore, in some cases a firm's adjustment
may require a scaled-down operation—fewer employees and less sales volume.

The definition of the status of the firms listed in the table on page 9 of the regort
is questionable. In our opinion, the classification of firms into a grouping labled
“Firms That Did Not Adjust” makes some invalid assumptions. The following points
highlight our concerns with these classifications.

A bankrupt firm is not always a failure--sometimes bankruptcy allows a firm to
work out its debts, contirue, and work itself into a profitable operation. Of the six
firms cited, the report provides only one example in this category, so we cannot tell
if the other five firms in this classification can recover or not.

The draft report assumes that all “sold"” firms are failures. Sometimes successful
adjustment will result in an assisted firm being acquired by another entity. At
times finding buyer for a firm is an element of a recovery strategy.

Declining firms are also considered failures in the draft report. However, declin-
ing sales and employment, two to three years, following completion of implementa-
tion assistance does not mean that the firm will not recover. As discussed earlier,
the results of implementing an adjustment strategy may take several years. In fact,
the examples given in the report of client #16, a leather goods producer, imple-
mented a strategy of lowering sales volume to concentrate on capturing a smaller
‘‘customized” market. The firm'’s dollar sales have increased, but unit sales have de-
creased. This firm appears to have adjusted since it is producing fewer units, but
has a higher profit margin. If it begins purchasing ﬁnisged leather from Italy, the
- firm will be even in a stronger position.

Of five firms with established sales, the TAA Program is given credit for jobs and
sales for or:i' two of these firms. One firm (#12), which the TAA Program was
%_iven no credit for, is an electronic parts groducer. According to the NJ TAAC this

irm had employment of 17 and sales of $900,000 when it first contacted the TAAC,
and has employment of 130 and sales of $1.4 million currently. With TAAC assist-
ance, the firm developed overseas markets in Italy and Far éastem countries for
solar panels which have sold well. This firm has also opened up a new plant. We
therefore do not agree with the IG report's conclusion that this firm’s increases
were not a result of TAAC assistance. Firm # 34 was cited in the report as an exam-
ple of a stabilized firm for which the TAA Program was not given credit. However,
this men’s outerwear producer received TAAC funded technical assistance on how
to lower production costs and to establish new markets. The firm received private
financing to implement this stra . Although the TAAC did not arrange this loan,
the TAAC Diagnostic Survey and Adjustment Proposal helged the lender decide to
make the loan. In 1982, this firm had sales of $6.2 million, 260 employees and after
tax losses of $258,000. The firm currently has 186 employees and profits of $70,000
after taxes in 1984. The firm's strategy was to consolidate operations, increase prof-
itability, and purchase new machinery. Reviewing this firm’s situation leads us to
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the conclusion that this is a successful example of technical assistance for which
both the TAAC program and firm deserve credit.

Of the five firms listed as improving, the draft report gave the TAA Program
credit for four of them. The reason stated for not giving the TAA Program credit for
the fifth client is because the firm stated that the sole reason for the sales increase
was the firm's listing in a prominent industrial directory. It appears improper to
unquestioningly accept the firm's statement as the sole reason for its recovery. The
report does not disclose what TAA Adjustment Proposal recommendations were
made or implemented for this firm and what role they played in its recovery.

The statement that 87 percent of clients completing implementation assistance
failed to stabilize or improve is suspect. First, the percentage is computed wrong
and by the report's own figures should be 76 percent. Second, we do not find the
sample used to be at all representative of TAAC client firms. Third, we do not con-
sider this statement a proper conclusion from the sample reviewed since the time
period is too short to properly measure adjustment, the assumptions made in classi-
fying firms are illogical, and the firm's profit level is not considered.

The practice of projecting the number of firms that will receive assistance, but
will fail to recover from the 38 firm sample to the 303 firm sample seems to run
counter to established research methodology and statistical techniques. Percentages

ased upon an unrepresentative universe of firms from a defined time period are
applied to firms that have not dropped-out of the program. Little attempt was made
to control any variables which could have affected the study. For example, the
report does not mention that the 38 firms sample was covering a period (1982-1983)
when the U.S. economy was in the throes of its worst recession since the Great De-
Fression—so it was not always foreign competition that adversely affected client
rms.

The report states that it takes too long for completed implementation assistance.
The 38 firm sample had an average completion time from certification to implemen-
tation completion of 2 years 3 months for firms receiving technical assistance only,
and 3 years 5 months for recipients of technical assistance and Trade Act loans.
This does not appear to be excessive time to implement detailed recovery strategies.

The report does not address the benefits to a firm in the development of a Diag-
nostic Survey and/or Adjustment Proposal, even if the firm does not use TAA re-
sources to implement the Adjustment Proposal. Many client firms have never re-
ceived an outside analysis of their operations, nor gone through the process of devel-
oping a business plan. When a TAAC conducts a Diagnostic Review of the firm and
presents to management its findings, it is often the first time the management team
has had an independent evaluation of the company's complete operations. Even
those firms whicgehave had outside reviews of their operations and/or business
plans find the TAAC-prepared Diagnostic and Adjustment Proposal of significant
value. The Diagnostic's identification of problem areas is of special interest to man-
agers who are often so busy struggling with everyday survival issues that they have
not been able to focus on less urgent, yet broad, strategic matters. Company man-
agement is often able to use the Diagnostic to address important basic problems
without additional assistance from the TAAC. Those firms that continue with the
g;ogram through the development of an Adjustment Proposal receive even greater

nefit. After receiving what is often their first comprehensive view of their firm’s
operations in the Diagnostic phase, management is involved in the development of
an Adjustment Proposal (business plan} that shows them how to improve their com-
pany in order to compete more effectively in the marketplace. This proposal identi-
fies the steps to be taken, the resources required, and the proper timing for the ele-
ments of the company’s adjustment. At this point, it is common for many tirms to
implement their Adjustment Proposals without further TAA Program assistance.
Obviously, the TAA Program plays a key role in the adjustment efforts of firms in
both these categories even though they don’t receive post-approval Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance.

The statement on page 12 that the program is directed towards saving firms in
declining industries which would normally be phased out, and that the TAA Pro-
gram is fighting the inevitable, is not true. ’IPAA client firms represent a broad
array of industrial sectors. We certainly hope that it is not inevitable for these in-
dustries to be phased out. The TAA Program does not fight the inevitable—rather
those firms with little hope are not helped, and only those firms with a viable recov-
ery strategy receive implementation assistance.

Considering the report’s flawed methodology, it is not surprising that when we
analyze the results of the 38 firm sample we reach different conclusions. Based upon
the table on page 9, the 38 firm sample resulted in 278 jobs stabilized or created,
and $9.3 million of sales stabilized or created for which the IG report gave the TAA
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Program credit. The $9.3 million of sales and 278 jobs does not appear to be a bad
rate of return for the one-shot $5.9 million cost of assistance for the firms listed on
page 9. Over the next 5-15 years this $5.9 million investment will be returned many
times over in tax revenues, as well as the multiplier effect it will have on the econo-
my. We believe the real rate of return is considerably higher. As stated earlier, the
sample is unrepresentative and concentrates on firms less likely to be successful.
The methodology does not give credit for all adjustment due to measuring a short-
run period, ignoring those firms that adjust without complete implementation as-
sistance, and the unsupported assumptions on how 10 measure and credit success.
Furthermore, the cost of assistance is overstated since it includes the firm's share of
the cost, as well as the cost of loans, many of which will be repaid to the Govern-
ment.

ATTACHMENT B—DETAILED ANALYSIS OF DOC IG REPORT ON THE TRADE ADJUSTMENT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR FIRMS

This analysis will include an item-by-item description of the incorrect or mislead-
ing statements contained in the review conducted by the Office of Inspector General
of the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program for firms. These descriptions are kept
purposefully short in order to avoid duplication of points covered in the overview
memo and methodology review.

Page 1: Paragraph 1; The description of activities conducted by the Department of
Commerce under the Trade Act of 1974 neglects to mention the Industry Technical
Assistance Program which is a significant part of the Trade Adjustment Assistance
(TAA) Program.

Paragraph 2; Technical assistance (TA) for firms is supplied through the Trade
Adjustment Assistance Centers (TAACs), but the Industry TA program is conducted
directly out of the Office of Trade Adjustment Assistance (OTAA) in Washington. It
is therefore incorrect to state that TA is furnished exclusively by the 13 TAACs.

Paragraph 3; First bullet: Certification requirements do not state that firms can
be certified only if employment has decreased; firms can also be certified if they can
show a partial se}garation of workers, or a threat of imminent unemployment or un-
deremployment. Furthermore, the certification process is not described accurately.
The firm does file a petition. If, upon review, the petition is acceptable, the Certifi-
cation Division institutes an investigation to, among other things, verify the data
submitted by the firm and to develop other information relative to the determina-
tion, such as whether or not like or directly competitive imports are increasing abso-
lutely or relative to domestic production. The telephone customer interviews are
usually used as an important means of establishing the necessary linkage between
the increasing imports and the declines that may exist in the firm, but other means
are also used. -

Second bullet: Preparation of the Diagnostic Survey and Adjustment Proposal
often include the use of outside expert consultants if TAAC personnel do not have
the required experience/expertise.

Page 2: First bullet: The statement that the phrase ‘‘Implementation assistance”
is misleading and the examples purported to show why it is misleading to demon-
strate that the reviewers had a basic misunderstanding of the program and what
can be done with TAA technical and financial assistance. All of the activities the
report states cannot be done with TAAC assistance are, in reality, eligible for assist-
ance under the program. In fact, they have been done under the program. Imple-
mentation assistance is a shared firm and TAAC activity and Adjustment Proposal
milestones must deal with all of the firm’s problems, some of which are implement-
ed by the firm without any Technical Assistance resources.

Paragraph 2; The statement is made that OTAA has no statistics on the number
of firms that have successfully adjusted to imports. But the report does not mention
that an OTAA-funded consultant study, which is scheduled for completion in late
Spring 1985, is evaluating the adjustment process for firms.

Page 3: Paragraph 1; It is somewhat speculative for the IG staff to suggest reasons
why Congress voted to continue the TAA Program in spite of Administration pro-
posals to eliminate it.

Paragraph 2; Third bullet:" The reason for looking at clients-in six TAACs and
then using data from only four of them are not explained. The problems with the
client samples used are covered in detail in the critique of the review methodology.

Paragraph 3; Lines 2-3: The statement of the time frame during which this
review was conducted is not correct. Our office was already being interviewed rela-
tive to this study in August and the report was not issued in draft form until Febru-
ary.
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Lines 3-5: It is hard to believe that this audit was conducted in accordance with
accepted standards, given the nature of data collection and analysis.

Page 3a: As discussed in the methodol review, this chart is inconsistent with
the narrative, since the 303 firm sample includes non-certified firms.

Page 4: Paragraph 1; Lines 1-3: This statement is unfounded The TAA Program is
of great help to a large percentage of those firms that receive substantive help
under the program.

Lines 6-9: The TAA Program approach to helping trade-impacted firms does not
ignore economic and market conditions that can affect firm performance. The exact
opposite is true; the Diagnostic and Adjustment Proposal process are designed spe-
cifically to assess a firm in the context of existing external realities, as well as inter-
nal conditions. The strategy developed for a firm’s recovery is designed to help the
firm recover within the overall macroeconomic context.

Lines 9-10: While we recognize that there are deficiencies in the program, we
object to the use of the term “serious” to describe them, especially when so little
was done in the report to identify practical problems and realistic solutions to them.

Lines 10-12: There is no useful definition given as to what the phrases “entering
the TAA program” and ‘“receiving any constructive assistance’’ mean. Later discus-
sion in the report makes it clear that many of the firms included in the universe of
303 firms ‘“entering the program’ had no real involvement in the TAA Program,
while many of the firms characterized as not “receiving any constructive assist-
ance” had, in reality, been helped to adjust by the TAA Program.

Lines 12-13: The discussion of firms projected to ‘receive assistance but will fail
to recover” has little basis in fact. As the methodol discussion pointed out, it is
at this Foint that percentages based on a completely different unrepresentative uni-
verse of firms from a different time phase of the program are applied to the firms
that the report says have not “dropped-out” of the program. Thus these projections
are basically unsubstantiated and misleading when making any assessments about
the TAA Progam. In addition, later statements in the review report make it clear
that some of the firms classified as having failed to recover have successfully imple-
mented their recovery strategies. .

Lines 14-16: The statement that only 11 of the 20 firms projected to recover will
be creditable to TAA Program assistance is arbitrary. It becomes clear in the back-
up material for the report that the IG staff assessment of what is or isn’t attributa-
ble to the TAA Program is based more on innuendo than on meaningful standards.

Lines 16-19: The statement that the chart on page 3a depicts the ‘‘program’s stag-
gering failure to improve or stabilize import-injured firms” is not based on a defen-
sible methodology.

Lines 19-26: Conclusions based on such faulty evidence are meaningless.

Paragraph 2; Lines 1-5: These statements indicate that the IG reviewers believed
that firms had to complete full implementation assistance programs before thgf:
could benefit from participation in the TAA Program. As addressed in the methodal-

discussion, this is not an accurate assumption._

ines 5-3: The question raised as to why firms eligible for the program would
‘‘drop-out” in such large numbers reveals two more basic errors in the IG review.
First, the examples provided concerning why firms had “dropped-out” made it clear
that a substantial portion of them were not eligible for assistance under the pro-
gram. Second, as pointed out in the methodology section, many of the firms they
classify as "‘drop-outs” have in reality received all the assistance they needed under
the program to effectuate their recovery.

Paragraph 3; Lines 1-3: The use of the phrase ‘‘chose not to participate” is mis-
leading. As was already pointed out, many of these firms were clearly not eligible
for substantive assistance under the program and therefore no choice on their part
was possible. In addition, as already discussed, many of the firms classified as ‘“drop-
outs” were really firms that had completed successful adjustments using TAA Pro-
gram assistance.

Lines 5-6: To talk about the percentage of “certified” firms that *“dropped-out”,
when the examples show that not all of the firms in the sample were certified and
many did not “drop-out” by choice, demonstrates the weakness of the analysis.

Page 5: Paragraph 1; No explanation of the basis for the analysis of reasons firms
“chose” not to participate is given. It appears that the IG staff took what in many
cases could have been self-serving ex-client explanations on face value without
checking to see if there may have n other factors involved in these ‘‘drop-outs.”
Knowing the historical TAA Program experience in this area, it is hard to believe
that the IG staff did not come across firms that they thought had ‘“dropped-out,”
when in reality the firms had completed adjustment efforts without TAA Program
assistance in the implementation phase.
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Paragraph 2; Bullet 4: While the report calls this a sample of “certified” firms, it
is likely that the firms referred to did not petition and thus were not certified.

Bullet 5: While we can sympathize with firms worried about the confidentiality of
their proprietary data, we do not feel apologetic for weeding out firms that are
afraid to have the IRS see their books. While we do not share the data provided to
us with other Government agencies, we certainly do not wish to help firms that
avoid paying their taxes.

Bullet 6: The availability of lower loan interst rates or loans with less restrictive
conditions does not mean that firms have to drop-out of the program. The great ma-
jority of TAA assisted firms do not receive TAA Financial Assistance. It is also note-
worthy that one of the firms they cite as an example of a “‘drop-out” because of the
requirement for personal guarantees is still in the program and negotiating the
terms of the loan/guarantee agreement.

Paragraph 3; All of the reasons shown for firms ‘‘dropping-out” of the program
because of disabling financial conditions appear to us to.be indications of a well run
program. We are especially pleased to see recognition given to the fine job the
TAACs have done in weeding out firms that are not financially strong enough to
effectuate a recovery. Firms that went bankrupt and/or closed should not be classi-
fied as firms that “chose not to participate’ as the report has done.

Page 6: Paragraph 1; Bullets 1-4: Most of the reasons given in this section for
firms “dropping-out” again support our contention of a well-run TAA Program and
call into question the IG staff characterization of these firms as eligible clients
whose departure from the program was voluntary. It is obvious that any firm that
had its Adjustment Proposal rejected, or that was found to be ineligible for further
assistance, is not leaving the program of its own accord. Similarly, any firm that
wants only loan or loan guarantee assistance and does not want to undertake a com-

lete adjustment program, does not merit further assistance under the program. We
lieve that the very examples used by the IG staff to sug:poMly depict a weak and
ineffective program really show that the TAA Program does a good Jjob of screening
potential clients to ensure that they are legally eligible for and can make good use
of program assistance.

Paragraph 2; While we appreciate the statements in this paragraph that most of
the reasons cited for client firm drop-out could be corrected, we would have greatly
appreciated if the reviewers would have taken the time to expand on those findings
and give guidance as to what changes they recommend.

Paragraph 3; Lines 3-5: The description of firms entering the program “already
mortally wounded by imports” ignores the fact that, as shown in the IG staff’'s own
examples examined above, the TAA Program does a good job of weeding out firms
that are not capable of effectively using assistance. The reviewers do not seem to
understand the criteria for certification or misrepresent this criteria by referencing
“. . . legislated requirements to prove import injury . . .” to support the contention
that many firms are “. . . mortally wounded by imports before receiving assist-
ance.” This criticism might have been true about the Trade Expansion Act of 1962
which required a finding of serious injury or threat thereof, but the Trade Act of
1974 changed that requirement to the much less onerous declines in sales or produc-
tion, or both, and actual or threatened separation of a significant proportion of a
firm’s workers. Under the Trade Act, imports must only contribute importantly (not
significar.tly, as the report states on page 6) to the decf;nes, whereas the earlier act
required that imports be the major cause of the serious injury. Thus, the legislative
requirements do not require the firm to be mortally wounded before it may get help.

Lines 10-12: The report’s observation that imports have often captured TAA Pro-
gram client markets which would make them ‘“difficult, if not impossible, to re-
claim” shows a basic misunderstanding about the whole adjustment process. One of
the key elements of the Diagnostic review is an assessment of the potential markets
available to the client firm and an identification of those markets that show poten-
tial for sales by the firm. Markets already effectively captured by imports would not
be targeted in a firm's recovery strategy.

Paragraph 4; Lines 3-7: The average time required between certification and com-
pletion of implementation assistance, according to the chart on page 9, was 2 years
and 3 months for firms that received technical assistance only, and 3 years and 5
months for recipients of both technical and financial assistance. We do not consider
this to be “excessive” considering that implementation of a recovery strategy is
often a multi-year commitment. .

Lines 9-17: We appreciate the report presenting the TAAC Director’s comments
for condensing assistance time to us, but these are not new ideas. Certifying entire
industries instead of firms has merit and has been discussed for several years, but
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requires legislative changes. The concept of condensing the diagnostic survey and
adi')ustment proposal into one document is currently under review in OTAA

age T: Paragraph 1; The views in this section explaining that “many client cus-
tomers, particularly large retailers are reluctant and/or just plain unwilling to talk
to Government officials about their import activities” as a reason for eliminating
the customer list requirement is misleading. Customers may indeed be reluctant or
unwilling. The fact is they do talk with OTAA staff and provide valuable and perti-
nent information on a routine basis. OTAA staff has no difficulty in eliciting infor-
mation on an almost daily basis with some of the largest retailers in the nation.
Further, if one or another customer does not wish to talk with OTAA staff, the next
customer is interviewed until the sample is large enough to support a conclusion.
OTAA has never had a complaint from any petitioner whose customers we have
interviewed about causing rumors tn the business community, as reported in para-
graph 6, page 5, or any other serious complaint alleging adverse affects because of
customer interviews. OTAA Certification Division personnel are experienced profes-
sionals, keenly aware of the need to be discreet in the interviews, and each of them
has performed thousands of interviews, with no problems. It is interesting that the
report does not mention any alternatives to customer interviews, nor the fact that
we do have alternative approaches. OTAA staff do not use the interviews if other
methods are available. For example, letters from customers on the subject are ac-
cepted. If there are other data available to establish the necessary linkage, such as
from the U.S. International Trade Commission or a Farallel investigation from the
Department of Labor, it can be used whenever possible. The OTAA staff experience,
gathered over 15 years of experience in trade ad{ustment assistance, is that custom-
er interviews are the most effective way of establishing the linkage the law requires
between imports and their effect on the petitioning firm.

Paragraph 2; Lines 5-6: We object to the suggestion that the TAA Program should
eliminate procedures which clients believe violate confidentiality. Although it is not
entirely clear what those procedures are, there is a hint that it includes the custom-
er interviews by telephone as well as the fear stated on page 5 that . . . financial
information would be referred to the Internal Revenue Service.” We have never had
a complaint about confidentiality during the entire life of the program since we do
not violate a firm'’s confidentiality.

Lines 6-8: This statement implies that the TAA Program is not successful since
not enough firms reach the implementation phase of assistance. Since the goal of
the TAA Program is successful adjustment, the number of firms that reach the im-
plementation phase does not measure success.

Paragraph 3; As discussed in the methodology section, a time period of two years
after com][:ellin implementation assistance is far too short to make a determination
if a firm has adjusted. Also, as pointed out in the methodology section, the 38 firm
sample is not representative of the TAA Program. Therefore, we do not believe that
analysis of this sample can determine if lower drop-out rates will improve the pro-
gram's effectiveness. We do not believe that the drop-out rate, as defined in the
report, is a problem since it really is not a drop-out rate, but a retention rate. The
fact that only 27.4 percent of the firms receive implementation assistance shows
that the program is effectively screening out non-viable firms or providing assist-
ance of quality sufficient to permit a firm to continue an adjustment without fur-
ther assistance.

Page 8: Chart; As discussed in the methodology review, the classification of firms
in broad categories, the assumption of failure to adjust after a two-year period, and
the failure to consider the firm's level of profits in determining adjustment indicates
the review team’s lack of understanding of the adjustment process.

Paragra‘)h 2; The projected success rate of the 303 sample from results of the 38
firm sample is illogical and similar to mixing apples and oranges. The 303 sample
includes firms that chose not to seek certification and/or are ineligible. The indus-
try mix of the 303 sample is also entirely different, with less concentration on labor
intensive industries. We therefore question how success rates of the 38 firm sample
ca}n}a 1be projected to the 303 firm sample and, by inference, to the TAA Program as a
whole.

Last Paragraph; Lines 5-8: The definition of the time required to complete imple-
mentation assistance is not correct. Implementation assistance is completed once
the adjustment strategy is completed—not when the ‘“‘firm and TAAC agree to
accept the recommended strategy.”

Pages 10 & 11: As previously discussed, we do not agree with the classification of
firms and the assumptions made.

Page 12: Paragraph 1; The statement is made that it is Xerplexing why the TAA
Program failed in light of well qualified and dedicated TAAC personnel. We strong-
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ly believe that a representative sample, a longer time interval measurement, and an
unbiased methodology would yield extremely positive results. In fact, even with all
the flaws of the IG methodology, an evaluation of cost and benefit is not negative.

Paragraph 2; While for some product lines import problems are outside the pro-
gram’s control and influence, for many it is not. Those firms with good marketing
opportunities and strong management can modify their products and go after mar-
kets that are not impacted. Helping firms capture new markets and/or lower pro-
duction cost and improve quality in existing product lines is certainly not outside
the program’s control. Adverse world-wide economic and market conditions are not
ignored, but are considered in helping direct viable firms toward new opportunities.

Last Paragraph; Helping to save a viable firm in a declining industry is consistent
with a free trade philosophy. We certainly do not propose assuming all firms in de-
clining industries will fail. However, development of an adjustment strategy for a
firm in a declining industry is more difficult and a higher proportion of firms from
declining industries are screened out. The comments in the IG report imply that
U.S. trade policy should write off declining industries and concentrate on services.
Such a policy would be more unfortunate since there are many firms in declining
industries that are fully competitive with foreign groducers, and many more could
be competitive by implementing viable strategies. Since a significant portion of the

_industries considered critical to the U.S. Defense base are injured by foreign trade, a
policy of writing off declining industries could affect America’s national security.

Page 13: Paragraph 2; We do not agree that trade adjustment assistance is a
“temporary reprieve at best.” As long as assistance is limited to viable firms, with
realistic recovery strategies, edjustment for many firms can and should be long-
term in nature.

Last Paragraph; The December 1978 GAO report was done prior to the establish-
ment of the TAACs. The GAO report offered constructive comments on how delivery
of services could be improved and virtually all of the GAO recomraendations have
been implemented. Since the December 1978 GAO review, the DOC IG reviewed two
TAACs—New Jersey and Mid-America. No major programmatic problems were
found and most recommendations of these reports have been implemented.

Page 14: Paragraph 1; The December 1981 IG review identified problem areas in
the Trade Act loan program, and most of these problems were related to EDA’s
management of the program. ITA used this report to make changes, and the pros-
pects for improved quality of the financial assistance portfolio was acknowledged by
GAO in its April 2, 1982 report entitled “Management of Trade Adjustment Pro-
gram Shows Progress.” This report (which is not cited in the present IG review)
analyzed a large and mostly mature sample of loans dating back to 1975 that were
processed through a relatively uniform set of guidelines. This GAO report attributed
weaknesses in recovery primarily to firms that were too far gone, and to soft lend-
ing policies. The subg‘ect IG report now faults the program because it effectively
screens out, during the early stages, those firms that are too far gone or are not
willing to take a comprehensive approach to recovery.

Paragraph 2; We agree with the statement that there is a narrow window for
firms that cannot get private financing and yet pay back the loan. This is why less
than five percent of TAA client firms receive Trade Act loans to implement recov-
ery strategies. However, we fail to understana why this confirms the report’s con-
clusion that few import impacted firms can be predicted to adjust and are therefore
poor credit risks, since the vast majority of the TAA Program’s clients implement
their strategies with outside private financing.

Lines 1-2: The 1G report findings contradict the statement that the “TAA Pro-

ram has not fostered economic growth and employment in import-injured firms.”
he 38 firm sample resulted in the TAA Program being given credit for 278 jobs
stabilized or created and $9.3 million of stabilized or created sales. Even taking
these grossly underestimated “findings”, projecting this success ratio for the 126
firms completing implementation assistance during fiscal years 1982 and 1983 would
result in nearly 1,005 jobs and over $30 million in annual sales. This is an extremely
itive rate of return for a one time Federal technical assistance investment of
23.6 million.

Lines 3-5; The report states that during fiscal years 1982 and 1983, the cost of the
TAA Program for Fl?'ms was $50 million. This is not accurate since the following
funds were provided for firm assistance during this two year period.

Mitlon
Firm technical assiStance ..........ccocccoivreiiiniiiieccecc e s $21.7
Direct trade act 10ANS.......ccovvies ceeviiirieiic it b s e b e s 104

Funds put in the reserve account to cover guaranteed loans .........ccooceecrieiinnnee 10.6



Mtllion
OTAA administration COSES........coiiiiiiiiiiiieie e et sreinebrene 3.8
Total...ooverrrerrcrnrionece, et eeesseresa s s s s bt es 46.5

The majority of funds for direct loans will be repaid, and much of the reserve ac-
count will probably be used.
Lines 8-13: The report’s conclusions are invalid since the methodology is flawed.
q Lines 14-15: It is unfortunate that the IG team chose not to make any recommen-
ations.

Ms. SHAINE. Thank you. That program is a program for small
business. The money permitted is up to a million dollars in direct
loans, and up to $3 million in loan guarantees, but it doesn’t affect
General Motors. It is the only show in town for small industry that
is import-impacted. And if that program were terminated, there
would be totally no redress; as it is, there is very little.

I would hope that, as you look at this legislation and move
toward redrafting it in its final form, that you would look more
kindly on both the technical assistance program and for additional
funds for trade adjustment assistance to firms.

Thank you.

Senator RorH. All right. Thank you very much for being here
today, and I know you speak from a position of personal experi-
ence.

{Ms. Shaine’s written testimony and the memo follow:]
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STATEMENT
ON
THE TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE REFORM AND EXTENSION ACT OF 1985, S. 1544
before the
UNITED STATES SENATE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
for the
CHAMBER OF COMMEKCE OF THE UNITED STATES
by
Frances Shaine
September 17, 1985

Mr. Chairman and members of the Cormittee, I am Frances Shaine, Chairman
of the SPM Manufacturing Corporation in Holyoke, Massachusetts, a Director of
the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, on whose behalf 1 appear today,
and Chairman of the Chamber's Council on Small Business.

Introduction

The Chamber congratulates the Senators who have sponsored the Trade
Adjustment Assistance Reform and Extension Act of 1985, S. 1544, We are well
aware of the economic hardships forced upon American workers and businesses by
inevitable trade adjustment processes and commend you for your compassionate
efforts to lighten some of those burdens. To us it is particularly
significant that your effort crosses partisan &nd ideological lines.

This legislation highlights the intensifying concern over U.S. trade
policy and performance. As you know, the United States experienced a record
trade deficit of $123 billion in 1984, and this figure will almost certainly
be exceeded in 1985. Despite overall statistics on industrial production and
Job creation during the economic recovery, the trade sector has not fully
shared in that recovery. While economic adjustment is both necessary and
inevitable in the long run, the costs in the short run to the affected
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workers and communities are tremendous. We recognize that Congress is under
strong pressure to pass legislation further limiting imports, and we
acknowtedge that earlier and stronger Executive Branch leadership in this area
might have alleviated a substantial portion of that pressure.

On June 26, Chamber Board Chairman Frank L. Morsani testified before the
House Committee on Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs on the Growing Clamor
for Protectionism. He provided much of the background on the issue, and I ask
that his testimony be included as part of this hearing record.

Having watched the Administration take too few initiatives in the
intervening moenths, on September 5 Chairman Morsani wrote the President,
urging that he use existing authority to "take whatever actions are necessary
to restore fairness in the international market place,” including the use of
Section 301 and other provisions of law..."to compel corrective trade
liberalizing actions by our trading partners." (Il ask that a copy of that
letter be included in the record.) Two days later the President announced a
series of trade initiatives, which we hope will be effective.

In the meantime, however, the survival of trade-dependent communities
around the nation is uncertain. Given the global structural adjustment, the
failure of prior trade adjustment programs, and the lack of nonrestrictive,
long-term legislative trade proposals, the Chamber pledges its assistance in
forming a more responsive and constructive trade policy for America.

Our membership--including over 180,000 businesses--values human
resources. We understand that financial capital by itself is not enough to
enhance our ability to compete. We face a highly competitive and changing
marketplace which necessitates the continuous retraining of the American work
force. In fact, U.S. industry invests over $30 billion annually in direct
education and training.

L d
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The Chamber believes that the U.S. economy would be strengthened by
cost-effective efforts to promote the retraining of workers adversely affected
by imports and to reduce and distribute more evenly the burden of economic
adjustment. Title ]Il of the Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA) is an
excellent example of successful publtic-and-private partnership. We also
believe that these adjustment efforts should not rely on unconditional cash

payments or other subsidies.

Trade Adjustment Assistence

In this regard we have opposed and continue to oppose the Trade
Adjustment Assistance {TAA) program as it is presently constituted. We have
done so for two basic reasons:

1. Experience indicates that most TAA claimants do not suffer
substantially greater economic hardship than workers displaced for
any other reason. In fact, the General Accounting Office (GAD)
reports that nearly 75% of TAA recipients returned to work prior to
receipt of benefits, usually working for the same employer.
Therefore, if we are to agree that additional special assistance is
warrarted for this class of workers -- those dislocated due to
import competition -- it behooves policymakers clearly to identify
exactly those workers truly in need of such additional assistance.

2. It is a strong incentive to delay effective job search or accept
early retraining. It merely postpones the adjustment for a worker
who has no reasonable expectation of returning to his previous type
of employment.

We urge this Committee to be sensitive to the incentives S. 1544 would
create for claimants, specifically to exhaust completely their regular state
unemployment insurance (Ul) benefits in hope of additional trade assistance
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and retraining benefits. The reqular state UI program is not designed for the
longer-term unemployed; encouraging individuals to exhaust these benefits will
increase the regular state Ul program's costs, and, in turn, employers'
experience-rated state payroll taxes (which fund the benefits).

Accordingly, the decision to enroll (or not) in a retraining procram
should not be delayed; retraining needs are either indicated or not, and a
prompt, objective determination can and should be made by local and state
officials, who are in the best position to assess local and state labor market
conditions and needs. And a claimant, while receiving regular state Ul
benefits, should comply with current, weekly state-administered eligibility
and qualifying criteria (job search, acceptance of suftable work, etc.).

Job search assistance and counseling have proven to be the most
cost-effective mechanisms in removing workers from the jobless rolls. It is
commonly accepted that the majority of all unemployed yorkers do, in fact,
have enough skills to gain reemployment. What is most often missing is the
encouragement provided by job search assistance and counseling.

Equally important is limiting fraud and abuse under the program. While
acceptance of employment may be a legitimate reason for not completing the
retraining program, recoupment provisions and other safeguards are necessary
to compel individuals to complete successfully the retraining program rather
than simply to continue to collect benefits. The performance standards
provisions of the JTPA are a good example of such safeguard mechanisms.

The Job Training Partnership Act

Federal employment and training programs have existed since the early
1950s. Programs from the "New Frontier" and "Great Society" era were based on
the concept that government programs could directly provide the training and
the initial work experience needed by the poor to'enter the job market.
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However, over the last 30 years we have learned much about what is and is not
effective in training and retraining. While government can play an important
role in financing training, retraining and employment services, the private
sector must play a lead role in determining the type of training and services
provided. It is the private sector that has the best estimate of where
current and future employment opportunities will exist and what type of
training s needed to fi11 them. In 1982, the Congress used our accumulated
knowledge and experience in drafting this country's current national

employment and training program, P.L. 97-300, the Job Training Partnership Act.

The creation of the JTPA restates this country's commitment to assisting
eligible Americans in securing meaningful, long-term unsubsidized employment
and establishes a basis for public-private cooperation in addressing this
issue, Utilizing the resources of both sectors, in partnership, the JTPA
program is adminstered through a service delivery system that includes more
than 500 local private industry councils (PICs) and 57 state job training
coordinating councils (SITCC). Each PIC and SITCC is chaired by a
private-sector representative., It is estimated that more than 4000
private-sector volunteers are fnvolved in directing and administering
approximately $3.5 billion in JTPA funds at the state and local levels.

A key etement of P.L. 97-300 i§ Title IIl, training and empioyment aid
for adversely affected workers., By establishing this title under JTPA, the
Congress and Administration acknowledged the readjustment problems facing
American industry and workers and provided federal funding to assist them,
Through June 30, 1985, the Congress had appropriated more than $500 million to
fund the Title Il! program. To date, thousands of American workers have been
successfully retrained and employed under this program. Participants have
included steel workers in Pennsylvania, automobile workers in California and
Michigan, textile workers in the South, and shoe manufacturing employees in
lew England. In many of the cases, Title IIl funds are being used by
recipients of TAA, assisting individuals through income maintenance,
unemployment benefits, and retraining-reemployment services.
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Title Il has produced numerous success stories. However, the programs
operating under it have yet to use fully al) the funds provided by the
Congress. According to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), as of June
1984, the U.S. Department of Labor reperted $140 million of unspent Title Il
funds. A number of variables have contributed to this problem, which include
the slow start-up of Title IIl programs, changes in federal fiscal and program
years, and delays in receiving state requests for Title IIl reimbursement.
Therefore, ii would be premature for Congress to establish a new retraining
program until we can determine the use of current funds and projected future
retraining needs.

We would make the following recommendations:

1. Congress should request the U.S. Department of Labor to conduct a
management assessment of current use of Title 1II funds and require
the Department to make recommendations on future programs to assist
displaced workers under JTPA,

2. The JTPA as currently constituted is the appropriate mechanism for
retraining displaced workers. Congress should require that any new
TAA program use the service delivery system available through the
JTPA,

3. Any new funding mechanism for TAA should be based on demonstrated
need and full use of currently appropriated Title III funds.

Presently, the Chamber is continuing to study the issue of adjustment .
and retraining throughout our organizatfon. We await the results of similar
studies by the Office of Technology Assessment, the Urban Institute, ana the
Institute for International Economics. In fact, under the umbrella of the
Chamber, the National Chamber Foundation also is studying the issue.
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User Fee/Tariff

Finally, we have very serious concerns about the funding proposal
suggested in S. 1544, We realize Congress' need for alternative funding
sources, given the current budget deficit. However, the proposed "user fee" is
a tariff and the Chamber has a long-standing and well-established policy in
opposition to tariffs. Tariffs are inflationary and have a noncompetitive
impact on the U.S. economy.

Under Article XIX of the GATT "escape clause" and Section 201 of the
1974 Trade Act, the President may impose duties on imports causing or
threatening serious injury to domestic industries producing like or directly
competitive products. In addition, the Chamber believes that selective use of
Section 301 and other existing law can and should be used to spur trade
liberalizing inftiatives by our trading partners. However, a unilaterally
imposed general tariff as envisjoned in S. 1544 would, in our opinion, exceed
the constraints posed under the escape clause and, in fact, undermine U.S.
efforts to seek overseas trade liberalization through a strategy of selective
response,

1. For the last 50 years, the U.S. has been in the vanguard promoting
th» multilateral trading system. To enact law that would
unilaterally impose a tariff in the absence of domestic injury or
regardless of GATT concerns would undermine the whole GATT process
of moving on the basis of consensus, The U,S. must maintain the
credibility of the GATT process.

-

2. By taxing only imported goods for the purpcse of retraining U.S.
workers, our trading partners may be able to seek compensation from
the U.S. Raising a tariff alters the terms of previously negotiated
agreements between countries, and our trading partners will likely
seek compensation to restore the balance of concessions.
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A tariff also would increase the cost of raw materials and secondary
products being imported by U.S. exporters, thereby increasing their costs.
Some U.S. products are already less price competitive because of the strong
dollar, and any increase in the cost of securing imports will further erode
their price competitiveness.

Conclusion

Mr. Chairman, in my own business I have experienced the problems of
being import sensitive. In fact, one of the major shortcomings of S. 1544 is
that it ignores the financial needs of many firms. 1 presently have a case
pending before the International Trade Commission. I know from firsthand
experience many of the problems that are involved. As a director of the
largest business federation in the world, and the CEO of a business affected
by the problem, 1 applaud your efforts. Let us not be too hasty in writing
legislation. At the same time, let us work as expeditiously as we can to
solve this problem in a compassionate and sensible way. We at the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States and I as a business executive stand ready to
assist you and your colleagues.

Thank you for your attention., I will be glad to respond to your
questions.
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Senator RotH. Mr. Fennell.

STATEMENT BY DANIEL FENNELL, DIRECTOR, POLICY, PLAN-
NING AND DEVELOPMENT, COUNCIL FOR LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY, PHILADELPHIA, PA

Mr. FENNELL. Thank you, Senator Roth.

Senator, my name is Daniel Fennell. I represent the Industrial
Policy Council, which I helped to found, and the Council for Labor
and Industry, which I didn’t.

I would like to tell you, sir, that we are very, very happi: to join
with you and Senator Danforth and Senator Bradley and the other .
sponsors of S. 1544 and S. 1459 in supporting trade adjustment as-
sistance. We support the whole program—the program for workers,
and for firms, and for industries, as you do, in S. 1544.

We concur that trade adjustment assistance for workers is abso-
lutely essential, and that the JTPA can’t come close to meeting the
needs or covering the kinds of requirements that there are. But we
also think the firm program is essential to trade adjustment assist-
ance.

Except for Mr. Brock’s letter to you today, the administration
continues to be shortsighted about this program which helps work-
ers, companies, an the country.

Right now, the kind of gisplacement from imports which is
taking place among workers and firms is of the sort and extent
that was anticipated when this TAA compact was made with work-
ers and American companies 23 years ago. S. 1544, we are happy to
say, renews that compact in the context of GATT for whose sake it
was originated.

Yesterday, Paul McCracken, in the Wall Street Journal, wrote
that this country is now evidently at a comparative disadvantage
in trade with everybody, not with just certain sectors of the world
trading bloc. But you are generally familiar with that, and that’s
why these bills have been introduced. I would just like to focus for
a moment on the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program for firms,
inhglase there are voices raised that would suggest it is not worth-
while.

This is a program that produces a net revenue surplus for the
Government. In one year alone, more than seven times the entire
annual appropriation is returned to the Treasury from the workers
and the firms that are benefited.

Workers who have jobs keep them with the firm program, and
companies are restored to a competitive edge.

Last year more than half of all the adjustment implementations
that were done since the program began took place, and that was
dezpite a declining budget, and it was despite the fact that the
budget was threatened with declining further. Firms have in-
creased sales enormously under this program. Nearly 40 industries
have been assisted to adopt competitive strategies. And, Senator,
we petition you to ensure that the industry portion of the Firm and
Industry Program is continued, because it is doing remarkable
work. Most of the help is technical assistance, which you have
wisely continued in your bill—engineering, technology transfer,
marketing, exporting, cost efficiencies and controls, and an enor-
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mously important thing called process technology improvement—
the very kind of things that were focused upon by the President’s
own Commission on Productivity and Competitiveness.

A number of the firms which are helped have very dramatic
turnarounds. I would like to give you one example:

The McCreary Tire & Rubber Co., which has come to Senator
Heinz's notice in Pennsylvania, was a company which came to the
Mid-Alantic Trade Adjustment Assistance Center [TAAC] one of
the regional organs that work with companies in the field, techni-
cally bankrupt, owing everybody in sight—the IRS, its own employ-
ees, banks, trade creditors. It was failing. It was going down the
tubes. Its sales had reduced 50 percent; its employees were desert-
ing it; it was hanging on with its fingernails. The trade center
didn’t apply any magic when that company came in, just a lot of
hard work. The TAAC looked at that company in terms of reducing
its product lines, resulting in a leaner kind of operation, and unfor-
tunately, fewer workers. Yet, despite all those troubles, that com-
pany is more healthy, more robust now. Instead of losing money
and falling further behind, it made $1.1 million; paid $8 million in
wages; paid off the JRS and all their creditors; and paid $3 million
in taxes. On an investment portfolio model, Senator, that one
single firm carried the entire budget of that regional trade center
for over 2 years. And that is just one of the firms. I have included
with my written statement examples of work with other companies
and with which this Mid-Atlantic Center has worked, and testimo-
ny from companies about the help they received.

In questioning, I would like to remark on elements of the two
bills, S. 1544 and S. 1459, but I don’t want to take much further
time now.

[Mr. Fennell’s written testimony follows:]
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SUMMARY
Statement of Dan.e. J. Fennell
to
U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Internationsl Trade
Committee on Finance
September 17, 1985

The lndustrial Policy Council! supports continuation of Trade Adjustment
Assictance (TAAY. TAA is a program that works - for people. for companies
and for the country. [f the United States is to have an open trading policy,
it needs 2 TAA program. This is especially go, when displacement of workers,
firms and communities is forcing protectionist pressures to mount. The
program was bequn 23 years ago to answer these pressures. Moreover, in the
firm program, companies regain competitive edge. Workers who have jobs keep
them. The program produces a net revenue-surplus for the government; in one
year more than ten times the annual appropriation flows back to the Treasury
f¢rom the firms and workers who are assisted. The record tells the real
story:

* 5,000 firms have received assistance; 2,600 firms, employing more than
300,000 have been certified.

Implementation of adjustment plans for FY ‘85 is seven times the rate
in FY 84, more than half of all implementation since the program
began., Yet the budget to help those firms still faces more cuts.

3

In 1985 alone TAACS worked with 1300 firms, employing more than 125,000.
Most help is technical assistance: engineering, technologr transfer,
marketing, exporting, cost efficiencies and controls.

Close to 80 of firms with which regional Trade Adjustment Assistance
Centers (TAACS) have worked are still operating, producing, emploving
people. Some of ‘these are dramatic turnarounds.

Firms have increased sales more than $250,000,000, profit more than
$35,000,000.

Nearly 40 industries, employing 7,000,000 people have received support
to develop competitive strategies.

TAACS have helped with millions of dollars of private financing. Less
than 2/ of firms assisted since 1981 have received government loans.
Gnly 1 direct loan has closed in FY 1985,

fhe pbagram pays for itself many times over each year by taxes on
profits and wages, savings in unemployment compensation, jobs which are
preserved, and lower consumer prices.

l1ts testimony notwithstanding, the Adminicstration itself recognizes that in
an era of unprecedented trade deficits, trade dependent ¢irms do not share
the same recovery prospects as other companies. The former Chairman of the
President’s Council cof Economic Advisors estimated that these frrms will
remain "relatively depressed" as compared to other domestic firms.

The program should be reauthorized, It is important to trade policy, it

worke, and it could be even better if the Administration supported it
properly.

55-520 0 - 86 - 5
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September 17, 1985
Statement of Daniel J. Fennell
Director, Counci) for Labor and Industry (Philadelphial
Secretary, Industrial Policy Council (Washington D.C.)
One East Penn Square .
Phitadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 Phone: {(215) 548-2010
Prepared for Committee on Finance
Subcommittee on International Trade
United States Senate
Honorable John Danforth, Chairman

On Behalf of the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program

Mr, Senator, my name is Daniel J. Fennell., | represent the lndustrial Policy
Council, which ! helped to found, and the Council for Labor and lndustry.

Until Feoruary 1st of last year, 1 directed the Mid-Atlantic Trade Adjustment
Assistance Center, which, as part of the Council for Labor and Industry, is
headquartered in Philadelphya and ctaffed by private business consultants.
Before that 1 was Deputy Director of Philadelphia’s Frivate Industry Council,
so 1 have a perspective on displaced worker programs in general and trade
displacements in particular, ] know the work and accompl:shments of the firm
program Intimately. My statement is not only on behalf of the Mid-Atlantic
Trade Center (which covers five states) and twelve others like it (which
together cover every state in the country) but also on behatf of the
impressive number of industries, companies and workers which have received
assistance under the program.

The Industrial Policy Council and the Council for Labor and Industry urge the
Subcommittee to reauthorize The Trade Adjustment Assistace Programs (TAA) for
firms and workere as provided for in S, 1544 and H.R. 1926. 1 will remark on
elements of these bills further on.

The Industrial Policy Council is an organization concerned with maintaining a
strong industrial base for the Un:ited States, The Council for tLabor and
Induetry CCLIY ic a private economic development corporation with a broad
constituency of clients and advocates from i1ndustry, labor, public affairs and
academic circles. CLI has extensive consulting experience with growing and
struggling companies and has done pioneering work in labor-management
cooperation. These organizations believe that a dynamic international trading
system 1¢ essentral to the economic growth of the nation as well as to
international prosperity and security. We also believe that an effective
trade adjustment asssistance program is a fundamental ingredient of a national
trade policy that promotes a 4air and open international trading system.
Moreover, we support the compact which the federal governmeént made with
American businesses ana American workere nearly a generation ago, in 1962 ,
That compact providged TRA for firms and workers in return for their accepting
reduced tariffs, with the unsettiements which both parties Knew would occur ae
& resuit,
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. 8, 1544 renews that compatt in the context of GATT, for whose sake it has been
reasserted since the 1940“s. We applaud that., It is just as timely now as it
was then; protectionist pressures are stronger than they have been in nearly a
quarter century. We think that the Administration is short-sighted tq walk
away from TAA at the very time that displacements wrought by imports on
workers, companies and communities are increasing these protectionist
pressures.

The Administration is correct to resist extreme protectionism and to promote
exports, but unless it responds to those who have been harmed by imports, we
will have protection. A strong TAA program which is supported by the
Administration, and which it helps, instead of hinders, can offer an
alternative to protection.

In this statement ! would like to brief you on some of the strengths of the
TAA program for firms which is administered by the International Trade
Administration, U.S5. Department of Commerce. I will then remark upon elements
of 5. 1544 and S. 145%,

REASONS TO CONTINUE THE PROGRAM

There are three fundamental) reasons for continuing the firm program:

1. Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms and Industries works, Companies
regain competitive edge. Workers that have jobs keep them,

2. The program gets bang for the buck. In any one year, the program returns to
the U.S. Treasury many more dol!lars than it costs. It is not onty a balanced

budget program, but a pet revenue surplus program - even when loan tosses are

considered.

3. The Aoministration’s reasone for eliminating the program are wrong in both
conception and fact. Trade injured companies do need special help, Cespecialtly
with a 8100+ billion deficit looming on top of last vear’s whopping
imbalance); real adjustment measuree for these firms are not available through
other trade laws; large loan defaults are not characteristic of the firm
program and have not been since 1981 -in fact, the majority of the firms do
pot even receive loans, but technical assistance in adjusting operations and
returning to a competitive posture. There is pothing in the country to equal
the Trade Program’s achirevements.
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THE FACTS OF THE CASE - RESULTS

Contrast these significant results of the program with the selective story
teld by its opponents:

* 5,000 firms have received assistance; 2,400 firms employing more than
300,000 have been certified,

»

Implementation of adjustment plans for FY ‘B85 is seven times the rate
in FY /84, more than half of all implementation since the program
began. Yet the budget to help those firms still faces more cuts.

>

In 1985 alone, TAAC’s worked with 1300 firms, employing more than
125,000, Most help is technical assistance: engineering, technology
transfer, marketing, exporting, cost efficiencies and controle.

>

Close to 80% of firms with which regional Trade Adjustment Assistance
Centers (TAACS) have worked are still operatung, producing, employing
people., Some of these are dramatic turnarounds.

Fiems have increased sales more than $250,000,000, profit more than
435,000,000,

>

Nearly 40 industries, employing 7,000,000 people have received support to
develop competitive strategies.

* TAACS have helped with millions of dollars of private financing, Less
than 2/ of firms assisted since 1981 have received government loans.
Oniy 1 direct loan has closed in FY 1985.

3

The program pays for itself many times over each year by taxes on
profits and wages, savings in unemployment compensation, jobs which are
preserved, and lower consumer prices, More than $2460 million flows to
the U.S. Treasury each year.

The program’s achievements are not merely quantitative. I have attached to
this statement comments by clients and short descriptions of results with some
of the companies in the Mid-Atlantic region. ln one case, the company -
McCreary Tire and Rubber from Indiana, Pennsylvania, which was founded the
year the American expeditionary Forces Vanded in Europe in WW] -was
technically bankrupt when it came to TAAC. 1t owed hundreds of thousands o¢
doilars to trade creditors, the IRS, banks and emplovees, 1!t had cancelled
contributions to pension plans. Sales had plunged 504, After nearly 70 years
in business, its retained earnings had almost disappeared, The company was
hanging on by its fingernails.

The TAAC had no magic for this case, Just hard work and a realistic appraisal
of the situation. McCreary worked hard, too, making the hard decisions which
allow change. TAAC concluded it was not practical to "restore" McCreary to
tormer glory. 1Instead the company needed to reduce product lines, 1ook for
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smalter, leaner voiume, new market niches, adjustments that did not catl for a
Tet of caprtal irvestment but a Tot of will, The first analytic steps were a
contribution-to-profit review of each product line and a study of market
potential. The first financta! adjustment step was to negotiate an ECOP with
the company’s employees. There followed a year of reorganization and
repositioning,

The result? The company made $1.1 militon profit, paid all its credrtors, IRS
and the employee pension plan, established a 401 (K) plan for i1ts Key managers
and paid $8 million 1n wages and $3 million in taxes,

There were fewer employees, sales were dower, but the company was healthier
and embarked on a more robust path. In an investment portfolio model of
success, the monies paid into public treasuries and the local economy by just
this one company, could have carried the budget of the entire Mid-Attantic
Center for two yeare., The net government outlay? $&40,000.

WEAKNESS OF THE CASE FOR ELIMINATING THE PROGRAM.

1t has been said that the Trade Program for Firms is unnecesssary for those
who are trade-injured and unfair to those who are not; that the program does
nothing to quell protectionist sentiments; and that the record of Trade Act
loans tonstitutes cause for eliminating the program now., These are weak
reasons.

Disproportionate lmpact.

The President’s former Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisors estimated
a notably disproportionate impact on trade dependent firms from record U.S.
trade deficits. Martin Feidstein publicly declared in Forbes that even if
economic recovery coultd be sustained with the large federal deficits, it would
be a2 "lopsided” recovery since firms which are sensitive to trade would rematn
"relatively depressed.” This, in fact, has happened. Clearly, trade-injured
f¢irms, tossed about by unfavorable trade winds are in a dtfferent boat than
other firms.

Moreover, according to a recent studr done for an intragovernmental emergency
preparedness task force, nearly one-half of $2 industry sectors considered
critical to the national purpose are threatened by erosion from imports. It
is true that the present Trade Program budget has very limited means to help.
1t does not follow, hawever, to say that since we can only work with some
firms, we will, therefore, not work with any.



130

Frotect:onist Sentiment,

One of the reasens for having createc the Tha program wae to help firms to
deal expeditiously with trade-impact. Whether the impact was due tc practices
which were leqally fair wae not the 1ssue. GOne TAA purpose, in fact, g to
encourage companies to confront competitive pressures b becoming more
competitive themselves, rather than by being more protected. 1t used tc be
that the first kind of help - sometimes the only kKind - that a firm wanted was
a government loan. The Trade Centers were instrumertal in reducing tne demand
for loans by chowing the way that ccmpanies could generate their own cash,.
reduce costs and reenter the capital markete. Now, the most common initial
request from firms is for protection. The Trade Centers are agatn 1n the
front line of persuading companies that their best advantage is in adjustment.
The government needs to offer at least this much on its decades-old promise.

Loans.

The loan portfolio has been the bogey-man of the program. Actualiy, the loan
1ssue is more of & strawman, as the following table and the statements
following it will show:

Fy # of 36nt‘s $Direct Totals

Thru Firms Loans Loans {Millions)
_ rd:] 97 43.3 42.3 105.7
‘79 82 3e.? 55.5 ¥4.2
414 67 30.0 42.0 72.0
‘81 4¢ 21.8 27.9 49.7
’82 12 16.7 2.5 19.2
‘83 14 7.9 7.9 15.8
’84 13 16.4 7.5 23.9
‘8% 2 3.0 .4 3.4
334 177.9 206.0 384,9

* TAA for firme used to be 3 loan program and little else. That e not
true anymore. In fact, now, there 15 hardly any loan activitv., The
major work 1s technical szssistance.

In contrast to 334 firms receiving loans, more than 2,600 have been
certified over the came period. In the last two years only 15 direct
and quaranteed loans have beer made,

Since 1981 less than 2/ of assisted firms received loans,
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* Trace Centers "TAAC s) have packaged mitlione ¢f dollars 1n private

can:tal.

in one vear the program returne 1n taxec to the Treasurv: 7 times the face
amount of all loans since 19817 &0% of all loane since 1975; ard more than 10
times the FY ‘84 program budget.

Cddly, the agministration does not take credit for this proaram which ¢ poth
operating efficiently and achieving so much.

REMARKS ON S. 1459 AND S. 1544

In light of myv experience with TAA, 1 have the following obcervations
regarding §. 1544 and S. 1459,

S. 1459

* Time available to a displaced worker should not be cut back as
contatned in S. 1459, Three menths is not sufficient time to find
a job or to be trained for it, Therefore, the rationale that more
people would be served with the same amount of money 1f each person was
allowed less time, is not persuasive.

* We are not enthusiastic about workers having to repay training
costs. Many of these workers will be leveraged to the hilt just to
feed therr familiec, Training prolongs their period of sacrifice.
They are not in the same position as students at a college or
university who have government support fcr their education.

S. 1544

* Loans,

We reluctantly agree that 1t mekes sense to eliminate loane
as long as the appropriation funds loane at the expense of technica
assistance. v

-There i€ hardlv any loan program under the present budget, vet 1t 1¢
difficult, complicated and tengthy tc proceecs the few loans which are

submi tted.

-Althouah tsometimee helpful, loans (r many cases are not necescsaryv;
technical assistance 1s.

-The majortty of clients will be able to participate 1n commercial
carital markets when heloed with their cther operstional problems
tuch as marketing, engiheering or control,
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-A tight budget cannot afford money for more than a few loans.

The level of activity cannot support its adm:nistrative costs,

Yet the money for even these few loans could obtain far greater
resutts, with many more firms, i4 appiied to technical assistance.

~Technical assistance has achieved impressive results without
loans, but tocans have not worked without technical assistance.

-Although 1oan availability attracts firms to the program, by
appearing to be 3 panacea for more fundamental ills, it is
sometimes a disincentive to "biting the bullet® with tough, hard,
even disagreeable adjustment steps.

Financral Assistance.

In a different budget environment we would support financial

assistance for important purposes such as product development or RAD,
and urge consideration of alternatives such as lines of credit,
administered through the TAAC, which would be shorter term and more
flexible., TAAC’s could also be adjustment versions of SBICs and promote
SBIR, tailored to the particular needs of trade dependent firms.

Technical Rssistance.

In the present budget environment, technical assistance could have
easily absorbed the entire $25 million appropriated in FY ‘84 and
requires no Jess than the 822 million appropriated by the Kouse for
FY’85. 1In fact, unless H.R, 1926 is amended in conference to remove

the provision that firms need not cost share the first part of their
assistance, costs per firm will escalate dramatically, This will further
Timit the avaitabitity of technical assistance.

Trust Fund.

In House debate on a TAA bill last year, the term "Special Account" was
proposed 1n lieu of "Trust Fund® in the belief that the substitute term
was less disagreeable to OMB.

Discretionary Funds.

Although prospects for U.S. manufacturing industries are clearly being
transformed, the task of determining how, why and where is still open-
ended. A smal} proportion of money from the program should lie within
the discretion of the Department of Commerce for the sake of making
certain determinations, What adjustment strategies have worked for
industry? What have the roadblocks been® What can be learned from past
responses - successful and uncuccessful - in trade impatted manufacturing
sectors? It is important that managers have the ability to answer these
and other questions to keep the program responsive to real needs.
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NEED FOR WORKER TAA

Continuation of worker TAA 1s necessary because the Jobs Training Partnership
Act (JTPA) cannot take up the slack:

“ JTPA is not funded to handle the diverse targets and populations
claimed for 1t.

Private Industry Councils notwithstanding, state and local! agencies
are not organized nor is the local training network established to
handle trade adjusting workers with dispatch.

* These sometimes mature, often experienced workers need a program
which recognizes their special curcumstances and delivers on the TR
compact made twenty-three years ago.

In local economies which have many employment options, training may be less
important than information, and reterral to resources which can guide re-entry
into the labor force as soon as possible, Provision should be made to allow

payment for these services.

CONCLUSTON

Lindley H. Clark, Jr. has written in the Wall Street Journal "When removal of
trade barriers costs jobs, government can and should ease the transiticn,
helping to find new jobs or to provide other benefits." A similar posture is
taken by the New York Times, which states in an editorial, "It is immora) and
impolitic to expect individual workers to bear the brunt of great economic
change . "

In a recent study entitled Under Pressure: U.S, Industry and the Challenges of
Structural Adjustment, published by the Center for Strategic and International
Studies at Georgetown University, the steering group concluded that while no
single action plan can be undertaken by management, labor and government to
facilitate the inevitable adjustment process, reforms ought to be guided by a
series of principles to ensure overall coherence., "These inciude involving
workers in adjustment decisions, linking assistance to programs of the
Unemployment Insurance System and intervening early to aid displaced workers,
and helping viable firms and industries compete through programs such as the
Department of Commerce’s Trade Adjustment Assistance Program.®

We concur with these voices, and recommend them to your attention as well,

1 would be happy to elaborate on any of these or other points of interest to
you. Thank you. .



“t don‘t think we would have survived without TAAC. It was totally far above the
averoge of what you would expect to find in government. The TAAC people actuolly
understood, far better than I, what was wrong with my business. | am usually very neg-
ative about ‘government’ programs, but | have to admit | ote crow on this one

Gaines Fishing Lure Company, Gaoines, PA

“When our company was on the verge of dire consequences. the folks at TAAC
helped us see it through. Their technical assistance enabled our company 1o plan tor
the future, in spite of the fact that It is now one hatf the size it wos ten years ago

The Harwood Company, Marion, Virginio

“TAAC helped us os far as looking at the total picture. And, interestingly enough. we
were looking for manufacturing help and they said we were missing the boat os far as
marketing. We worked on that area and it has been successful.”

Home Furnishing Company, Philadeiphia, PA

“"We never had to fill out o form. We provided the saies information and other neces-
sary financial dato and the TAAC people filled out the forms We were teartu! of the
program at first, but with TAAC everything went smoothly.”

Aetna Shirt Company, Baltimore, MD

“TAAC is not fypical of government bureaucracy. The consultants put together an
excellent document and they were not here very long They were really able to get ot
the heart of our problem very quickly. With TAAC input and our implementation, we
@ot in the black.” -

Reading industries, Reading, PA

“A company like ours, competing against foreign imports, con’t pay the tull tanft for
the kind of quality assistance TAAC offered However, the $30,000 we poid (¢i ©
$120.000 total) was o very valuable investment for us.”

Davis Lynch Glass Company, Star City. West Virginic

“The greatest contribution TAAC offered McCreary was that they identified conciu-
sively which markets we should pursue, and which maorkets may help us overseas for
our exporting division.”

McCreary Industrial Products, Inc., indiang, PA

MID-ATLANTIC

Spava(=

TARENT
ASSISTANCE CENTER



INDUSTRY AND CONSULTING EXPERIENCE:

The Case Studies are brief outlines of representative Mid-Atiantic TAAC client
projects. The summaries are organized by industry and nature of consulting work
performed.

Mony consulting studies are performed entirely by Mid-Atlantic TAAC's specialized
consuttants, while others are performed in con;uncﬂon with consulting firms who
provide odditional expertise on the projects.

The Case Studies reflect the fiexibility of the Mid-Atlantic TAAC consulting process to
address a wide variety of critical problems and opportunities of individual client firms
regardiess of industry.

MID-ATLANTIC

TRADE ADJUSTMENT



Apparel
Monutacturing Productivity
industrial Engineernng

BACKGROUND

This firm, 0 manufacturer of traditional sleep-
wear and underweor products fol men ond
boys. began to make women's sportswear in
1979 as soles of its ?rodmonol OIOCUCEs were
being eroded by imports Total sales dr
from million in 1979 to $30 miltion in 1981.

The firm ed difficulty in Imoking the
transition from its reguior products to the new
sportsweor products becouse manutactur
methods differed gtaow for the respective pr
uctlines. As aresu ity ond unreo-
sonably high production costs we(e being ex-
perienced in the manutacture of sportswedr.

As the soles volume of the new sportswear line
Increased from 16% of sales in 1981 to 30% of
sales in 1983, the need to develop sewing meth-
ods appropriate for the new products ond to
reduo'e maonufactunng costs became paro-
mount.

ASSISTANCE AND RESULTS

Wwith TAAC assistance, o business plan was
deveioped and the objectives telated to im-
ptovlnq producﬁmy ond reducing costs were

t. Specifically: 1) sewing methods changes
e instalied to improve efficiency ond pro-
ductivity, 2) incentive piece rates for the new
products were installed and 3) the overall
tate system was restructured to an equitable
eaming opportunity. Additionally, the new and
revised piece rate systemn wos helptul to the firm
in successfully negotiating o new labor con-
troct with ILGWU.

With TAAC assistance. the firm was abie to re-
position Itself in the morket, expand its sales of
sportswear products. ond remain o viable
competitor in the morket.

Copper Tubing

Management Information Planning
irventcry Control

BACKGROUND

In 1980 this third largest U.S. nufoci or of
copper tubing hod sales of $120 million ond
employed workers. By 1981 sales hod de-
clined to $60 million and empboymen op#ed
10 300. The increase in imports, pomcuioﬂy om
Mexico and Canoda, were, in part, responsibie
for the firm’s eroding base ond in 1981 the firm

“”m”'m“““"“ 1 ocquired the busi
ocqu ness
Shangtheng e s viobily. Fanoaement
C! ng 'S manogement
(who tacked the technical expertise with this
manufacturing process) sought assistance to
on analysis of its overali systems.

ASSISTANCE AND RESULTS

Projects to Improve inventory management,
production control, ond computerization of the
fim's accounting systems were undertaken:
with TAAC's assistance. In addition, in order to
gain tighter control of operations, the firm rec-
ognized the need to improve theit outdated fi-
nanciol and management information systems.

Thus for, the firm has received $36,000 worth of
TAAC assistance. According to the ptwdem of
the firm, ‘'We are still In @ very competitive
market, but we are becoming more efficient
ondtho? is whot we hod to do In order to com-

Thehrm s yeor end soles for fiscal 1984 were in
excess of $100 million and empioyment is back
up to more than 400 empioyees.

MIO-ATLANTIC
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Broom Making Machinery
Product Development
Strategic Planning

BACKGROUND
This firm manutactures mochinery that sews,

not able to ship Its

sequentty, losms%dmsaiestoEurope Asor&
sult, talion firms goined and maintained morket
share as they sold comparable products at o
oolgvheomssmthanihlws firrn,

bega
mochine for manufacturing poty
brooms. With o rellable and reasonably priced
mochine, the firm hoped to have a competitive
product for export. -

ASSISTANCE AND RESULTS

TAAC staff developed a stiategic business
plan for the firm directed toward improving the
n of the new semi-outomatic machine

ond idenﬂ‘ylng potentiol morkets for the new
product.

By Februcry 1984 the design ond fabrication
of the new mochine was compieted. Inorder to
reintroduce the firm's products into the world
rmarket, the firm,with TAAC providing marketing
support for the trip, demonstrated their mo-
chine at on international Exhibit in Germany in
Moy 1984. To build upon thelr success at the
trode show, TAAC worked with the firm on a di-
rect mail campaign to further Imroduce the
machine into the wordd-wide mork

As o tesult of TAAC assistance, thls firm has
successiully re-entered the word morket with
the potentiol of o totai of $8 million in sales ina
35 period. Tota) cost of ossistance was
%;.' X lof which the firm absorbed $12.975 of

otal,

Glassware
Marketing, Troining,
Manogement Controt Systems

BACKGROUND

This firm Is 0 monutacturer of iluminating
glasswore ond votive condieholders with on-
nual soles close to $2.0 million. These products
oresddpﬁrrm towfolesoleclnotohrywide

Impom from Tolwon and Mexico iImpacted
the firm to the extont that sales decreased bg
o omooymen! decieosed by percent be

nd employmen percen
fween 1978 ond 1980.

The firm’s financial results were eratic dur
this period as losses reiated to decreased
ume were experienced

in oddition to the impoct of Impons. the ﬂrm
had problems with production
adequate cost controls ond poa controt o(
inventories. .

ASSISTANCE AND RESULTS

TAAC stoft ossisted the firm in the survey of the
morketing position of the firm and an onalysis
of the- rnonufodunnq operations were made.
Shateg praduct expansion and
Imp«wemnis in intemal cperctions were de-

veloped.
A training program for workers performing
specific decorating functions was developed
and imtaiomemed wemﬂor improvirg con-

trol of inventories, product eosﬂno and cost
control were designed and instalied.

The firm expanded its capocity 1o produce
decorated glassware and, as o resutt of im-
provements In production efficlencies a.xd con-
trols, has been able to gain and to maintain a
eons!s?enf short lead time position with i°s cus-

Inventories hove been reduced ard in-
creased tumover rates have resulted in subston-
tial savings. Due to the improved cost controls
and product costing systems, the firm has been
able to price its produds for grecter saleobility.

MIO-ATLANTIC
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Tires

Cost-Accounting
Market Planning

~ BACKGROUND

This seventy yedr old firm is & monuiacturer of
automobilie tires which are sold nationally. In
1982 the firm was in o posture of “technical
bankruptcy” as they were being pushed to the
brink of disaster due to Increased foreign com-
petition os well as a need o develop new
markets.

Prior to the infiux of imports from Korea and
Taiwan there were over 600 tire manufocturers
in the United States. Subsequently, less than a
dozen remoined. When the firm sought TAAC
assistance they were experiencing a 25% sales
%elﬁline and a mounting long-term debt of $4

on.

ASSISTANCE AND RESWLTS

TAAC ossisted the firm in evoluating their do-
mestic and foreign markets and Qa
cost accounting system to evaluate profitable
product lines. As a result, morginol product lines
were aropped, truck tires were de-emphasized
and speciolty tire lines were L, suchos
alrcraft tires, dirt track rocing tires and tires for
heavy industrial equipment.

With TAAC consulting assistance, the firmwas
able to expand its morket share ond ogain be-
come financiolly solvent. They received over
$84,000 in consulting assistance of which they
assumed $24,000.

Home Furnishings
Product Development

Strategic Planning
Marketing
BACKGROUND

An 1978 this firm was @ manufacturer of aiumi-
num frame beds, cots and folding tables sellir

. o mass merchandisers, such as Sears. In 197

sales volume for this firm was $15 million and
their employrment was opproximately 350 work-
ers. As o result of increased competition from For
Eastern manutacturers, s well as on ineffective
product development strategy, saies in 1979-80
sank to §§ miliion and employment was re-
duced to 100 workers.

ASSISTANCE AND RESULTS

TAAC staft developed a strategic marketing
plan designed 1o utilize the firm’s strengths in
fabrication and overall production know-how.
This would support a marketing effort that would
include new product development based on
market opportunities: The firm evoivedfrom a
stnct manufocturing concem into a company
which wos now ioned to market their own
manutfactured products.

The project was implemented in several
phases including utilizing focus groups to de-
termine public reaction to new products, a di-
rect mail compaign and o telemarketing pro-
gram.

As a result of the initial phase of assistance,
the firm developed three new product lines
(which ore now being copied by competitors)
and increased thelr employment to 200 workers.
Additionally, their soles are bock to $15 million
and they expect 0 20% growth rote in 1985.

MID-ATLANTIC

TMENT
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Senator RotH. Thank you very much, all three of you. I will just
make one comment, and then the chairman has asked me to move
the hearing on.

With respect to the negotiations, I agree with what you said ear-
lier, Mr. McNeill, in that I don’t think this is only advantageous to .
us, but also to other countries as well. I just hope that they will
take it seriously.

One of my concerns as one of the early advocates of GATT nego-
tiations is that the other partners and countries take our requests
seriously. I have had some people, and I think with some merit, say
to me, “Well, they are not going to try to renegotiate anything in
very deep substance for the simple reason they like it the way it
is.”” I think it is important that our partners understand that this
is a new ballgame, and that they better be willing to come forward
and begin honest negotiations in a number of areas that have been
off limits before.

I want to thank you, all three, for being here, and your testimo-
ny has indeed been helpful. And, Mr. Fennell, I apologize for mis-
pronouncing your name.

Mr. FEnnELL. Not at all. I appreciate being here under any
name.

Senator RotH. I would like to call forward the next panel: Dr.
Bergsten, an old friend of mine and certainly one of the distin-
guished economists on the scene here, as well as Dr. Marc Bendick,
dJr., another economist.

Dr. Bendick, I think we might as well proceed, even though there
is another vote. But I am sure the chairman will be back in a few
minutes.

Why don’t you proceed with your testimony? Welcome. We are
delighted to have you.

STATEMENT BY DR. MARC BENDICK, JR., ECONOMIST, BENDICK
& EGAN, CONSULTANTS, INC., WASHINGTON, DC

Dr. BENDICK. Than’ﬁou very much.

I am a labor econohlist whe has been asked to discuss for you
what the experiences of past efforts to retrain and reemploy dislo-
%aAtXl workers implies for the design of retraining provisions in

In most discussions of this subject there is a tendency to equate
reemployment with retraining in the sense of an extended period
of classroom study to acquire vocational skills for an occupation
unrelated to the worker’s prior occupation—protypically, steel-
workers retrained as computer programmers. This equation is seri-
ously misleading concerning the actual reemployment process for
the majority of trade-displaced workers. In reality, most find reem-
ployment in occupations and in industries similar to their prior
employment. Many of those employed as semiskilled operatives in
manufacturing return to those same sorts of jobs in manufacturing.
Others find employment in the services sector but in occupations
drawing at least partially on their prior experience. Only a very
limited number make the transition to an occupation entirely un-
related to their prior work. Even when workers do make such a
transition, they typically do so without extensive skill retraining
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prior to hiring. Many occupations, particularly those available ini-
tially to displaced blue-collar workers, require only a limited set of
skills, such as the knowledge of how to operate a particular ma-
chine. Employers generally expect to provide those skills to em-
ployees after hire, either by a few hours in a classroom or, more
typically, on the job. In these circumstances, the primary qualities
which employers consider in making their hiring decisions is that
the worker is trainable rather than that he or she is already
trained. This pattern is consistent with research findings that
- classroom skill retraining is relatively ineffective and cost-ineffec-
tive as a means of reemployment, compared to approaches which
elr{qﬂhasize immediate placement on the basis of workers' existing
skills.

Part of the strategy for immediate placement has been subsidies
to employers to reimburse the cost of training new workers after
hiring. However, since employers typically provide only a modest
amount of such training, and since thels; expect to do that as part of
their normal operations anyway, such subsidies in fact function
largely as an implicit wage subsidy to encourage employers to hire,
rather than literally as a training subsidy. Nevertheless, as a wage
subsidy, they do seem to speed the reemployment process.

All this is not to say that no midcareer displaced workers are in-
terested in or capable of making major career changes; rather, the
point is that the number will be far less than a majority. During
the degths of recent layoffs in the American automobile industry,
100,000 Ford production workers were offered free tuition if they
wished to undertake retraining. Only 5 percent accepted the offer.

One characteristic relevant to understanding this reaction is the
limited general education backgrounds of many dislocated workers.
Among dislocated workers experiencing long-term reemployment
difficulties, about one-third do not J)ossess high school diplomas,
while another one-third possess a diploma but cannot currentl
read, write, or compute at the skill level implied by that credential.
These workers are ill-prepared to enter training programs in specif-
ic occupational skills. More importantly, they will not be readily
hired in what I have described as the more typical reemployment
process, namely that in which companies hire training-ready work-
ers,

Another important characteristic of many dislocated workers is
their lack of job-seeking skills. Training programs in job search
techniques often involve 1 or 2 weeks of classroom work and then a
followup structure, which may continue for weeks or even months,
in which workers come together every day to work at jobseeking as

a full-time activity. The experience of past programs is that such

training efforts can be both effective and cost-effective in speeding
reemployment.
. In light of these facts, what should be the retraining requirement
for workers receiving TAA? I would suggest that provisions to re-
quire retraining of all program participants makes sense only if
several important elements of broadening are incorporated in the
definition of what is considered “training.”

First, training should be defined explicitly to include adult basic
education, including high school completion and English for the
non-English-speaking,
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Second, training should be defined to include training in job
search skills and follow on supervised job search.

Third, the bill should be worded to facilitate the use of subsidies
for on-the-job training as a form of implicit wage subsidies, because
that is the mechanism by which reemployment is actually being
promoted.

And fourth, relocation assistance, such as is provided for in S.
1459, should also be made available.

In short, Mr. Chairman, the thrust of my testimony is that the
reemployment process is more pluralistic than is assumed by a
single-minded focus on classroom skill retraining for occupational
change. Only with their mandate broadened in the four ways I
have suggested will the retraining provisions of the bills before you
be relevant to the needs of the majority of trade-displaced workers.

Senator DANFORTH. Thank you, Dr. Bendick.

Dr. Bergsten, before you testify, again we are well along into a
vote on the floor of the Senate; so I think, rather than have you
interrupt your testimony, we will just come back to it. I want to
apologize to everybody for all of the interruptions in today’s hear-
ing.

Senator Moynihan, who has been very active in trade adjustment
assistance and who is a cosponsor of the Roth-Moynihan proposal,
just hailed me on the floor of the Senate during the last vote and
asked that I announce that he is, of course, very interested in the
subject matter and regrets that he could not be here; but he is in-
volved in some negotiations dealing with a public works matter
very important to his State, so he just cannot be here today. He
asked me to make that announcement.

We will be in recess for just a few minutes, then back to you, Dr.

-Bergsten.

Thank you very much.

[Whereupon, at 3:38 p.m., the hearing was recesse:.]

{Dr. Bendick’s written testlmony follows:]
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THE ROLE OF RETRAINING IN REEMPLQYING

WORKERS DISPLACED BY IMPORTS

Marc Bendick, Jr.

A Statement before the Subcommittee on International Trade of the
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

1 appreciate the opportunity to participate in these
hearings on extension and reform of the Trade Adjustment Assis-~ .
tance (TAA) Program. I am Dr. Marc Bendick, Jr., a labor econo-
mist sespecializing in the reemployment problems of workers
dislocated by structural change in the economy. 1 have been asked
to discuss the experience of past efforts to retrain and reemploy
these workers and what these experiences imply for the design of
efficient and effective retraining provisions in the Trade

Adjustment Assistance Program.

Classroom Retraining is not the Frimary Path to Reemployment.

In reauthorizing Trade Adjustment Assistance, it certainly
makes sense to continue the process, begun in earlier reforms of
the program, of emphasizing services ¢to promote reemployment
rather than income maintenance while workers remain unemployed.
This is so both for reasons of equitably assisting workers in
need and for reasons of promoting the growth and productivity of
our national economy. It is plainly ¢the intent of both of the
bills before you, §6.1554 (the Trade Adjustment Ass=istance and
Reform Act, introduced by Senator Roth) and S. 1459 (the Job
Security Bank Act of 1985, introduced by Senator Bradley).

In both bills, and in most national discussion of this
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subject, there is a strong tendency to focus on retrainihg in the
sense Of an extended period of classroom study to acquire
vocational skills providing entry into an occupation unrelated to
the workers' prior occupation. This is assumed to be the typical
process for achieving reemployment for midcareer workers whose
prior jobs have permanently disappeared under the impact of
increased international competition. Thus, in April of 1983,
President Reagan captured the national imagination with a much-
publicized visit to a federally-funded project in Pittsburgh
where one hundred unemployed steel workers were snrolled in a
training program of a year‘'s duration to reemploy them as
computer programmers and computer operators. Unfortunately,
this image is generally misleading concerning the actual reem-

ployment process for the majority of trade-displaced workers.

Evolution, Not Revolution, in the Job Market

In reality, most displaced workers find reemployment in
occupations and in industries relatively similar to their prior
employment. Many of those employed as samiskilled operatives and
assemblers in manufacturing return to those same sorts of jobs in
manufacturing.? Others find employment in the services sactor but
in occupations drawing at least partially on their prior experi-
ence. (For example, a fork lift driver from a manufacturing plant

might become a fork 1lift driver in a wholesale distribution
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warehouse.)? Only & 1limited number make a transition to an
occupation entirely unrelated to their prior work history and
job skills.

Equally importantly, even when workers do make a transition
to an occupation unrelated to their past occupation, they
typically do so without extensive skill retraining prior to
hiring. Many occupations——particularly those available initially
to displaced blue collar workers--require only a limited set of
skills such as the knowledge of how to operate a particular
machine. In most clrcumﬂgan:es, employere expect to provide
those skills to employees after hire, either via a few hours in a
classroom or (more typically) on-the-job, via observation and
interaction with an experienced fellow worker. Employers constan-
tly providing this modest level of training to their already-em-
ployed workers as employees are reassigned to different tasks or
as the company changes its production processes. Therefore the
costs of hiring and training a trade-displaced employea are not
generally seen by employers as preohibitive.®

In these circumstances, the primary qualities which employ-
ers consider in making their hiring decisions is that the worker
is trainable rathar than whether he or she is already trained.
This preference is consistent with the experience of earlier
government-sponsored training programs in which graduates of a
program in one field are often readily hired after graduation--
but in an unrelated field (for example, newly-trained bakers are

hired as electronic assemblers)} employers were using completion
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of the training program as an indication of trainability rather
than for the speacific skills acquired.~# This pattern is also
consistent with the experience ‘of the nation’'s oldest reemploy-
ment program for displaced workers, that run by Downriver
Community Conference in the Detroit area. In that program,
classroom skill retraining was found to be relatively ineffective
and cost-inaffective as a means of reemployment, compared to
approaches which emphasized immediate placement of workers on the
basis of their existing skills.®
Part of a strategy for immediate placement--wsuch as that
utilized by the Downriver Community Conference--might be subsi-~-
dies to employers to reimburse the costs of training new workers
'after hiring. Since, as mentioned above, employers often provide
only a modest level of such training after hiring, and since they
expect to do that as part of their normal operations anyway, such
subsidies realistically function largely as a wage subsidy to
encourage employers to hire rather than as a training subsidy.
Nevertheless, as a wage subsicdy, they may well speed the reem-

ployment procaess for trade-displaced workers.*

What Training do Workers Need and Want 2

The tendency to emphasize minimal job transitions and
limited retraining in the reemployment of midcareer displaced

workers is dictated not only by emplbyers’ preferences. It also .
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reflects the circumstances of the majority of Jjob-seeking
workers, many of whom are not disposed socially or psychological-
ly to undertake major changes in their careers. An interesting
case in point is provided by an effort of the Swedish government
to retrain auto assembly workers as male nurses--—an effort which
failed both at the stage of recruiting workers interested in
making the transition and at the stage of employing those who did
complete training.” This is not ¢to say that no midcareer
displaced workers are interested in or capable of making major
career changes. Rather, the point is that the number will be
far less than a majority. During the depths of the 1981-1982
layoffs in the American automabile industry, the "nickel an hour"
retraining fund jointly administered by the Ford Motor Company
and the United Auto Werkers offered to every Ford production
worker oﬁ indefinite layoff free tuition if he or she wished to
undertake retraining. Out of 100,000 workers to whom the offer
was extended, only 5,000--five percent-~-accepted the offer.
Another relevant characteristic of many displaced workers
is their limited general educational background. My empirical
research suggests that, among dislocated workers experiencing
long-term reemployment difficulties, aoout one-third do not
possess a high school diploma, while perhaps another one-third
possess a diploma but caﬁﬁut currently read, write, compute,
reasocn, or communicate at the skill level implied by the creden-
tial.® Such workers are ill-prepared to epter training programs

in gpecific occupational skills. Equally, they will not be



148

readily hired in what I have described as the more typical
resmployment process, namely, companies hiring training-ready
employees.

A final characteristic of many dislocated workers which
handicaps them in their reemployment efforts is their lack of
job-seeking skills. A substantial proportion of these workers
have, prior to losing their jobs, enjoyed long tenure with one
employer. Their job search skills, which often were not exten-
sive in the first place, are therefore typically rusty from
disuse. They have not, within recent memory, been faced with the
challenge of writing a resume, presenting themselves in job
interviews, searching out jobs not publicly listed, or transla-
ting their experience in one industry into terms indicating 1ts
relevancq to other industries. Training programs in job search
techniques often involve two phases. First, these programs
provide an initial period of one or two weeks of cla;;roém and
practical training. Then they provide a followup structure,
which continues for weeks or even months, in which workers come
together every day to work at job-seeking as a full time acti-
vity. The experience of successful reemployment assistance
programs for dislocated workers is that such training efforts can

be both effective and cost effective in speeding reamployment.*®
mplications for Retraining Provisions in the TA rogram

Given the characterization, presented above, of the reem-
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ployment process by which the majority of trade-displaced workers
actually ¢find reemployment, what should be the retraining
requirement <for workers receiving TAA? | would suggest that
provisions which require retraining of all program participants
make sense only if the following three elements of broadening are
incorporated in the definition of what is considered training

under the program:

First, training should be fined explicitly to include
adult basic_education. The allowable range here should include,

among other activities, remedial adult education, special
aducation to deal with learning disabilities, English for the non
English-speaking, and programs to obtain certification of high
school completion (the G.E.D. certificate)., As S. 1544 is
currently worded, such decisions are left primarily to the local
Private Industry Councils, while phrasing implies that only
occupationally-specific training is to be covered. (See, for
example, Section 236(a) (2}, where training is allowable only if
it ‘"provides training in an occupation for which a need ex-—
ists..."). Training which is remedial and not occupationally
specific may in fact be far more useful in promoting reemploy-
mant.

8 nd, trainin hould be efined to include training i
job search wskills and followon supervised job search. Again this
is a subject where deficiencies in workers’' skills hampers their
reemployment and where training can be provided cost-effec-

tively. Yet the current wording of S. 1544 would seem to preclude

55-520 0 - 86 - 6
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Third, the bill should be worded to facilitate the use of

subsidies for on-the-job training as wage subsidy. That is, it

should be recognized that the mechanism by which employment is

being promoted is the latter not the former. In particular, I
would suggest deletion of the provision, in Section 236 (c) (1)
of S. 13544 that precludes redemption of the voucher 1in cases

where & worker is hired in his or her previous occupation.

The Role of Mobility Assistan in Worker Ree oyment

S.1459 contains a provision making TAA funds available for
worker reiocation as part of the reemployment process. I would
advocate the inclusion of that provision in a revised TAA
prcgram.

This sort of assistance has been a feature of a number of
previous reemployment programs, including Trade Adjustment
Assistance itself. Two lessons stand out from this past experien-
ce. The first is that, even with relocation assistance, mobility
will be an option elected by only a minority of displaced workers
--typically only about ten percent. The second is that the
assistance serves mainly to reimburse the costs of those workers
already willing to undertake a move rather inducing additional
workers to join them.t®®

With these cautions in mind, however, it nevertheless
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makes sense to include mobility assistance as an option. The
thrust of my testimony todayA has been that the reemployment
process for trade-displaced workers is more pluralistic than is
assumed by a single-minded focus on classroom skill retraining
for accupational change. The mobility option would extend the
range of ways in which TAA can assaist dislocated workers, as well
as the number of such workers who can be assisted, while still

retraining a focus on promoting reemployment.

Conclusion

With its mandate broadened as suggested above, the principle
of using retraining to promote reemployment will be significantly
enhanced relative to what it would be if retraining is construed
in its narrowest sense. The option of classroom skill.retraintng
for occupational change would still be open for the minority who
wish to wundertake it. But support will also been extended to
the broader range of workers under TAA for whom-—and for whose
potential employers--retraining, narrowly interpreted, is not the

relevant path to reemployment.
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FOOTNOTES

1.Manufacturing accounts for a declining proportion of jobs in
the United States—-because of the rapid expansion of jobs in the
services sector--but not a declining total number of jobs. Manu-
facturing bhas provided more than twenty million jobs for the
past several decades and is predicted to continue to do so for
the next several. Thus, while workers newly entering the labor
market will primarily find jobs in services, the majority of
midcareer workers already established in manufacturing occupa-
tions will have opportunities to finish their working lives in
those occupations. See Robert Lawrence, Can__Ameri Com 2
(Washington, D.C.1 THe Brookings Institution, 1984).

2.The Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts that the greatest
number of new job opportunities in the next decade will be in
such traditional occupations as secretary (700,000 job openings),
truck driver (500,000 openings), and building janitor (500,000
openings). New, training-intensive, high technology occupations
-~-such as robotics repairer or biocengineering technician--may
exhibit spectacularly bhigh rates of growth in percentage terms
but actually generate very limited numbers of job vacancies. See
Marc Bendick, Jr., "Employment and Training Frograms to Reduce
Structural Unemployment,” tastimony befaore the Joint Economic
Committee, U.S. Congress, September 16, 1983.

3.See Marc Bendick, Jr., "Government's Role in the Job Transi-
tions of America‘s Dislocated Workers," testimony before the
Committee on the Budget and the Committee on Scince and Techno-
logy, U.S. House of Representatives, June 9, 1983.

4.See Gerald S. Somers (ed.), Retraining the Unemployed (Madi-

son: University of Wisconsin Press, 1968).

5.D. Alton Smith, Jane Kulik, and Ernst W. Stromsdorfer, "The
Economic Impact of the Downriver Community Conference Economic
Read justment Activity Programt Choosing Between Retraining and
Job Placement Strategies," in Kevin Hollenbeck et al. (eds.) Dig-—
placed Workers: Implications for Eucational and Traiaipg
Institutions (Columbus, Ohici National Center for Research in
Vocational Education, 1984), pp. 237-274.

6.5ee Robert Eisner, "Employer Approaches for Reducing Unemploy-

ment,* in D. Lee Bawden (ed.), Rethinking Employment Policy
(Washington, D.C.: Project on the Federal Scial Role, forthcoming)

7.Marc Bendick, Jr,, "The Swedish 'Active Labor Market' System

for Reemploying Displaced Workers," Journal of Health and Human
Resources Administration &4 (February 1984), pp. 209-224.
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ment Policy, 1981), pp. 202-203.
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Occupational Readjustment, 1984), pp. 47-59.
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Senator HEiNz. The committee will come to order.

I am advised that Dr. Bergsten will be with us in a minute.

[Pause.]

Senator HEiNz. Dr. Bergsten, I understand you were interrupted
by the recess of the Chair. The committee, working like a finely
oiled Swiss watch, has recalled you to continue your testimony.
Please proceed.

Dr. BERGSTEN. I hope that Swiss-watch precedent is not regarded
as the base for our competitive outcome in the economy.

Senator HEINZ. Or theirs.

STATEMENT OF DR. C. FRED BERGSTEN, DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE
FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS, WASHINGTON, DC

Dr. BeErGstEN. Thank you very much; it is good to be here.

I will skip the preliminaries in my own very short talk. I am
sure you have heard enough today about the basic objectives and
merits of trade adjustment assistance.

I would only say that I believe that an essential element of any
effective trade policy in the United States is an effective program
of trade adjustment assistance. We have not had one in the past,
particularly in the last few years. I am delighted that the commit-
tee is seriously considering some new approaches, and I endorse
the bill that is before the committee today.

What I want to put before you very quickly is an even more am-
bitious idea than the one that you are now considering. It is an
idea that we have developed in some detail at the institute in the
course of an extensive study of the adjustment process in this coun-
try in the past, what other countries have done and lessons we be-
lieve we car. derive from them for new programs in this country in
the future.

Our idea is a simple one in concept, and I am sure you can put it
into practice politically. It is based on the same self-financing prin-
ciple that is in the bill now before the committee but our idea is
more ambitious. It would take all of the existing industries in
which we have nontariff barrier protection—allocated quotas, vol-
untary restraint agreements, and the like—and convert those re-
straints into tariffs or auction quotas, which would have the effect
of shifting the billions of dollars of revenue generated by current
import restraints away from the foreign exporters who now get
most of those benefits and put them into the U.S. Treasury. We
would then earmark that new revenue for adjustment efforts by
workers and firms adversely affected by trade in those same indus-
tries.

In simple terms, it is the user-cost principle. I think we would all
recognize that American consumers pay a higher cost when im-
ports are restrained. I am not now arguing the merits or demerits
of import restraint in any particular industry. But I think we do
recognize that American consumers, and others, pay a higher cost.

What we are suggesting is that this cost be channeled into the
U.S. Treasury rather than the coffers of foreign governments and
foreign firms, and then dedicated to help the people who are ad-
versely affected by the same imports. So it is a simple idea.
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Now, what we have done—and I have attached tables to my testi-
mony depicting that—is to quantify what the idea might mean.

My colleague Gary Hufbauer has analyzed 31 specific industries
in which the United States has had or now has import protection
of this type; 17 of those industries enjoy such protection today.

- If you made the conversion of the type we are talking about,
from the existing nature of the restraints over to auction quotas or
tariffs, you would raise enough money, about $10 billion in the first
year, to finance even a very generous adjustment assistance pro-
gram for the workers and firms in those industries. Indeed, you
would generate enough revenue to make a modest contribution to
reducing the overall budget deficit that our Government now faces.

That is the idea in its simple terms. I talk about specific indus-
tries, how it would be carried out, and the like in my statement;
but that is the idea that I basically want to put in front of you.

The bill that you are now considering, S. 1544, has certain key
similarities with our proposal. Both would generate new revenues
from trade flows themselves, both would dedicate the trade-gener-
ated revenue to trade adjustment, with any excess used to reduce
the overall budget deficit. Both would seek first to negotiate the
new approach internationally, in light of the implications under
our existing GATT commitments, and both envision some similar
uses of the resulting revenue, such as voucher systems for retrain-
ing.

There are several significant differences, however. Ours would
raise a lot more money, and therefore fund more effective and
more generous adjustment programs. Qurs would match the trade-
related revenues to adjustment on an industry-by-industry basis
rather than on an across-the-board basis. Third, our proposal would
not increase the level of protection, which S. 1544 would do, albeit
to a modest extent; ours would simply change the nature of exist-
ing restraints and thereby hopefully avoid some of the controversy
that might be raised by a new tariff, or by raising industry-specific
issues as to whether they should continue to have the protection
they now do.

Our bottom line is to support S. 1544 as an important, positive
step in the right direction, and an important advance in the evolu-
tion of trade adjustment in this country. At the same time, we
don’t think it goes far enough. We think the proposal that we have
outlined is superior in several respects.

We recognize that ours is far-reaching and would require careful
consideration in many quarters, particularly here in the Congress
and by the administration, before it could be put into effect. So, we
would recommend the adoption of S. 1544 now but urge the com-
mittee to schedule hearings and seriously consider this broader ap-
proach over the next few months to try to create a more compre-
hensive TAA program over time, to promote the interests of Amer-
ican workers, firms, and overall trade policy.

Thank you.

Senator HEinz. Dr. Bergsten, thank you very much.

[Dr. Bergsten's written testimony follows:]
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A NEW APPROACH TO TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE
Statement by
C. Fred Bergsten, Director
Gary Clyde Hufbauer, Pormer Senior Fellow*
Institute for International Economics
Before the
Senate Finance Committee
Subcommittee on International Trade

September 17, 1985

The Issue

Adjustment to the economic dislocation caused for US firms
and workers by shifts in the composition of international trade
in goods and services is the central long-term problem of US

trade poncy.1 "Protectionist” pressures are in essence

* Now Wallenberg Professor of International FPinance at
Georgetown University. Dr. Hufbauer was a Senior Fellow at the
Institute for International Economics when preparing the three
studies on which this testimony draws heavily: Trading for
Growth: The Next Round of Trade Negotiations (September 1985,
with Jeffrey J. Schott), which was released on Septenber 10,
Trade Policy for Troubled Industries (December 1985, with Howard
F. Rocen) and Trade Protectlion In the United States: 31 Case
Studies (December 1985, with Dlane T. Berliner and Kimberly Ann
Elllott). Details underlying the statements made in this
testimony can be found in the three studies, particularly the
latter two which were partially supported by a grant from the
Ford Foundation.

1. At present, the United States also faces a major problem with
the huge and growing deficit in its trade balance. This,
however, is largely due to a series of macroeconomic problems
including the 30 percent overvaluation of the dollar, the
government budget deficit, restrictive economic policies in
Europe and Japan, differential growth rates here and abroad, and
the trade effects of Third World debt. There is very little that
trade policy can do about the trade deficit. However, the
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proposals to aveid or delay adjustment to increased import
competition,

From the early 19608 through 1980, there was widespread
bipartisan agreement in the United States that the government had
an obligation to help the relatively few firms and workers
adversely affected by imports to help assure that the country as
a whole could enjoy the benefits thereof. Hence the program of
Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) was created by President
Kennedy in 1962, implemented for the first time under President
Nixon (1969-70), substantially liberalized under President Ford
(in the Trade Act of 1974) and used most extensively by President
Carter (during the 1980 recession).

These presidents all believed that TAA is both a program
which made sense on its merits, in helping firms and workers
adjust to hardship caused by trade dislocation, and an essential
component of a liberal trade policy. TAA was used by all these
presidents, in different cases, ae an alternative to higher
import barriers or as a supplement to trade barriers. It is
clear that the existence of TAA helped build support for trade
liberalization and 1limit the use of import controls for about
twenty years, and thus promoted the national econonmic welfare as
well as the interests of the individual firms and workers
assisted.

During the past five years, however, TAA has been virtually
relegated to the junk heap for three reasons. The first was an
overvalued dollar and some of the other causes of the trade

deficit substantially increase the breadth and severity of the
adjustment and other trade policy problems.



158

argument of general principie: the current Administration takes
the position that nearly all special entitlement programs should
be scrapped. Second, serious doubts were raised over the
effectiveness of the TAA program in achieving real adjustment.
Third, and perhaps most important, the overwhelming need to cut
government expenditures hit hard against any program which, like
TAA, had no strong support from domestic interest groups, vested
bureaucratic interests or the Administration--though we would
note the irony that, when President Reagan recently asked the
Secretary of Labor to design an adjustment program for shoe
workers as an alternative to new import barriers, the lack of
resources under the Job Partnership Training Act seemed to
preclude any significant response.

In our view, there are persuasive answers to each of these
questions. A wholly new, self-financed TAA program could embody
a series of concepts--particularly the concept of "user costs"
charged to those who benefit from import flows, for the benefit
of those who must adjust to imports--which cculd make it widely
understandable, politically appealing and financially sound. We
support S. 1544 as a positive first step in this direction,
though we would hope to broaden its approach as soon as possible
to deal more extensively with the US trade adjustment problem,
We will first sketch our own approach, then indicate its
similarities and differences with S. 1544, and conclude with
reasons why we support S. 1544 as an important initial step

toward the needed revival and reform of TAA.
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A New Approach

Our proposed reform of TAA and similar programs in other
countries centers on an international negotiation to convert
existing non-tariff import barriers, such as "voluntary®" export
restraints on textiles and apparel and allocated quotas on dairy
products, to tariffs (or auctioned quotas) with dedication of th§
resulting revenues--along with revenues from existing tariffs--to
adjustment efforts for the industry in question. The scarcity
rents generated by the current forms of protection, which run
into billions of dollars for the large protected sectors (such as
textiles and steel), are now captured primarily by the foreign
exporters. Our proposal would recoup these revenues for the US
Treasury,and use them to help workers and firms adjust to the
import competition.

The revenues would be utilized for greatly expanded training
and relocation programs for workers employed in the troubled
industry on the "inventory date”™ (when temporary protection
began), along with early retirement at perhaps 70 percent of the
previous wage for five years, and a program of purchasing at face
value the tax-loss carryforwards of firms that downsize to an
internationally competitive level. On our calculations of
existing protection levels for the seventeen American industries
now receiving special relief, and even assuming extremely
generous TAA benefits calculated at a rate of twice the annual
wage level of workers in those industries for each départlng
worker, such a program in the United States would not only be

fully self-financing but would produce a net surplus of nearly
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$10 billion over the five years 1986 to 1990 that could be used
to reduce the overall budget deficit (see Tables 1 and 22).
Once such a conversion to tariffs or auctibned quotas was in
place, the next step would be agreement to reduce the remaining
protection by small but steady increments (perhaps 1-3 percentage
points annually) until the industries once again were competitive
in world markets. This would, in general, permit import
penetration to rise by about 1 percentage point annually and
reduce employment in the affected industries by 2-5 percentage
points annually. Table 3 shows how this would work in the case
of textiles and apparel over a period of 10 years or so. It
should be noted that the adjustment program outlined in Table 3
(based on Trading for Growth, p. 58) contemplates a gradual

phase~out of existing national quotas that are now assigned free
of charge to foreign governments. The gradual phase-out would
limit US revenue gains but, at the same time, would mitigate the
impact on existing foreign suppliers to the US market.

In essence, the greatly expanded TAA program would made
credible, and even politically attractive, the reduction and
eventual elimination of special protection. 1t would utilize the
"user cost® principle by taking the revenues extracted from the
users of imports, via temporary trade barriers, and devoting them

to workers and firms adversely affected by those same imports.

2. As shown in Table 1, the overall TAA program we propose would
be fully self-financing even without the dedication of existing
tariff revenues. However, as shown in Table 2, several
individual industries would then need to pick up revenues from
others to finance the assumed level of benefits,
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A Comparison with S, 1544

There are several key similarities between our proposals for
TAA reform and S. 1544: .

~= both would generate new revenue from trade flows
themselves;

-- both would dedicate the trade-generated revenue to TAA,
with any excess used to reduce the overall budget dgflcit;

-= both would seek first to negotiate the new approach
internationally, in light of the implications for our existing
GATT commitments and the desirability of focussing attention on
innovative approaches in the context of a new multilateral
"round";

-- both envisage some similar uses of the resulting revenues
to promote adjustment, such as voucher systems for retraining,

At the same time, there are several significant differences
between the proposals. Ours would generate and use trade-related

revenues on a closely matched basis industry by industry (see

Table 2), whereas S. 1544 would do so across-the-board. Ours
thus has the virtue of applying the "user cost" principle more
precisely and directly, whereas S. 1544 has the virtue of
avoiding industry-specific discussions and providing TAA funds
for industries {such as footwear) that do not now receive special
protection.

A second important difference is that our proposal would
generate higher levels of additional revenue for TAA purposes:
about §$8.7 billion in new revenue in 1986 if the proposed

conversions were immediately carried out for all 17 industries,
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as opposed to under $4 billion for S. 1544 even with the maximum
1 percent tariff. Our approach could thus fund a more ambitious
pace of adjustment, on humane terms, and offer a meaningful
alternative to the entrenched regimes of special protection.

Third, our proposal would not increase the existing level of
protection {assuming a faithful and accurate conversion of
existing non-tariff restraints into their tariff equivalents)
whereas S. 1544 would do so to a modest extent., In principle,
this suggests that our approach might be more easily negotiated
internationally. However, it must be recognized that our
approach would violate existing GATT tariff bindings in a major
way and thus necessitate Article XXVIII negotiations to redress
any imbalance in concessions; since there would bé%:et change in
protection, however, and both increased transparency and greater
prospects for subsequent reduction of the barriers would result,
little if any compensation should actually be required. Less
defensibly, some exporting countries might also object to giving
up the rents that they now obtain from the present technique of
allocating quotas to foreign governments and thereafter to
individual suppliers. However, we regard this transfer of
benefits to the United States from Japan, Korea and others as an
important benefit of the scheme, and as the principal means of
funding adjustment.

Pourth, our proposals go beyond S. 1544 in suggesting new
techniques for promoting adjustment and providing more generous
benefits for both workers and firms. Our goal is to induce them

to accept the downsizing which seems required in virtually all
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adjustment cases; in all the US cases of special protection that
we studied, only one very small industry (bicycles) seems to have
recovered to a higher level of output in the absence of ongoing
trade protection.

Conclusions

On balance, we believe that S. 1544 would provide several
important advances in the evolution of TAA in the United
States-~-particularly the earmarking of new, trade-generated
revenues to finance the program. We therefore urge the Congress
to pass it prior to expiration of the existing program on
September 30.

At the same time, we do not believe that S. 1544 goes nearly
far enough to meet the needs of American workers and firms
affected today, and doubtlessly in the future, by trade flows,

In particular, it would not provide enough revenue to finance
meaningful adjustment (and thus eventual trade liberalization) in
such large industries as textiles/apparel, steel and dairy.
Indeed, even for industries newly impacted by trade dislocation,
it is not clear whether S. 1544 ;ould offer enough help to
provide an acceptable alternative to the pursuit of special
protection.

We fully recognize that a proposal as far-reaching as our
own will require careful consideration in many quarters,
particularly the Administration and the Congress. In the
meantime, we recommend the adoption of S, 1544 now, but urge the
Committee to schedule hearings on our broader approach in six
months or 80 in order to consider building on the foundation laid
by S. 1544 and creating a more comprehensive TAA program to
promote the interests of American workers, firms and overall

trade policy.
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TABLE 1
Gross Revenues, Expenditures, and Net Revenues: Hypothetical Trade
Adjustment Programs for 17 Industries Now Granted Special Prot:ction
(in millions of dollars)

1986 1987 1988 1989 1330

Gross revenues:
Total (including existing 15,060 14,251 12,999 11,816 10,538
tariffs)

New (from conversion of 8,703 7,493 6,674 5,893 5,089
existing non-tariff

barriers (NTBs) to new

tariffs or auctioned

quotas)

Assumed 5,355 5,166 5,055 4,742 4,520
expenditgtes
for TAA

Net surplus 9,705 9,085 7,944 7,074 6,018
of hypothetical

TAA program (including

existing tariffs)

Net surplus from 3,348 2,327 1,619 1,151 567
conversion of existing '
NIBS to new tariffs or

auctioned quotas

1. Based on estimates in Hufbauer, Berliner, and Elliott, Trade Protection in
the United States: 31 Case Studies, Washington: Institute for Interna
Economics, December 1985. The 17 industries are listed in Table 2.

2, Expenditures are based on twice the average annual wage of production
workers in the industries. This would cover not only assistance to workers
(by fui :he largest use of funds) but also assistance to firms and
ocommunities,
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TABLE 2

Net Surplus (Deficit) of Hypothetical Trade erusment Programs
for Bach of 17 Industries

(in millions of dollars)

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Industry
Book (60) (44) {31) 27 (14)
Manufacturing
(all fram new
revenues)
Glass Products 40 34 28 25 14
(all fram
existing tariffs)
Rubber Footwear 130 126 123 19 113
(all tariffs)
Ceramic Articles 56 52 51 47 4
(all tariffs)
Ceramic Tiles 32 32 31 32 32
(all tariffs)
Orange Juice 150 155 160 165 170
(all tariffs)
(2) 4) ()] (9) (12)

Canned Tuna
(all tariffs)
Textiles & .
Apparel: total 3,145 2,945 2,350 2,005 1,580
new (1:055) (1:565) (11680) (11575) (1:‘70)
Carbon '

Steels total 2,572 2,533 2,485 2,399 2,304
new 2,112 2,043 1,975 1,869 1,754

Specialty
Steel: total 20 9 (3) (19) (2)
new (30} (41) {53) (49) (28)
Autamobiles
total 1,000 1,000 900 800 600
new 10 (88) (257) (450) (720)
Maritime 2,301 1,989 1,688 1,402 1,124
(all new)
n 45 50 10 4
(all new)
Dairy 46 90 100 160 191
Products
{all new)
Peanuts (20) {18) (18) 17) 17)
(all new)
Meat: total (6) {19) (43) (72) 117)
new (63) (84) (116) (153) (176)
Pisheries: total 230 160 -— -
new 115 80 40

1. Based on estimates in Hufbauer, Berliner, and Elliott.



TARLE 3
Bypothetical Adjustment Program for Textiles and Apparel

—Program Revenue (1) _ Adjust-
ment Impocta/
us nnt.imal Auctionsd Existing Quota expend- US pro- US con-  consump~  Beploy-
ﬁ% ﬁ; Fﬁ 'E[ﬁ% wm- auctions Total _jtures duction 1m tion ment
T-IIIE “million “million million “mlllion (percent) — (000
dollars) dollars) dollars) Jobs)
Actual
19680 1,319 1,455 n.a. -— n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 11,890 12,026 12.1 2,112
1981 1,017 1,715 n.a. - n.a. n.a. n.a, n.a, 11,548 12,246 14.0 2,067
1982 704 1,707 n.a, —_ n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 10,100 11,103 15.4 1,91
1983 701 2,160 n.a. - n.a, n.a. n.a, n.a. 12,096 13,555 15.9 1,907
1984 684 2,992 2,992 - n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 12,328 14,636 20.4 1,980
Projected (2)
1985 735 3,172 2,693 479 3,850 159 3,909 1,855 12,492 14,929 21.2 1,927
1986 790 3,362 2,424 938 3,330 310 3,640 1,715 12,655 15,227 22.1 1,878
1987 850 3,564 2,181 1,383 3,136 456 3,592 1,645 12,818 15,532 22,9 1,831
1988 £%) 3, m 1,963 1,814 2,912 599 3,51 1,680 12,978 15,842 23.8 1,783
1989 982 4,004 1,767 2,237 2,640 737 3,37 1,575 13,137 16,159 4.8 1,738
1990 1,056 4,244 1,590 2,654 2,340 878 3,218 1,470 13,295 16,483 5.7 1,696
1991 1,135 4,499 1,431 3,068 1,984 1,005 2,999 1,400 13,448 16,812 26.7 1,656
1992 1,220 4,769 1,288 3,481 1,578 1,152 2,730 1,365 13,599 17,148 27.8 1,617
1993 1,311 5,055 1,159 3,89 1,112 1,286 2,398 1,295 13,747 17,491 20.9 1,580
1994 1,420 5,358 1,043 4,315 590 1,425 2,015 2,295 1,893 17,841 3.0 1,543

n.a. Not applicable.

Sources: US Commerce Departmsnt, International Trade Administration, Ma shl s of Cotton, Wool, and Man-made Fiber Textiles and 1, various
Tasues; US International Trade Cammission, US ts of Textiles and T . 1O, 7 June 1984;
and US Imports of Textiles and Apparel under — Arr Yy = June . . O, 5, January 19685; Bufbauver, Berliner, and

(1) The revenue fram existing tariffs is based on the average of tariffs on both textiles and spparel. The average tariff rate is asmumed to decline fram
198S

its 1964 level of 22 percent by two percentage points per year, starting in quota auction revenue is based on the assumption that the quota
auction rate remains constant at 6 peront.

The
(2) The projections 2p annual growth in US ption; 100 p utilization of global import quotas, vhid:humbyﬁpuemtnyun
mv.smmmmtsme?(w intaining the age ratio of expocts to US production over the period 1974-83). Projected US
production is calculated as a residual derived by adding consumption and expocts and subtracting impocts. Once the focei exchange value of the dollar
reaches move competitive levels, exports could do better than the projections in the table. =

991
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Senator Heinz. I gather that you would agree that the present
laws and authorities on the boof\(’s—and I include Dr. Bendick on
this question as well—such as the Job Partnership Training Act,
are not a substitute for a solid trade adjustment assistance pro-
gram. Is that correct?

Dr. BErGSTEN. I feel that very strongly, yes.

Senator HEInz. Dr. Bendick, would you agree?

Dr. BEnbick. I would concur. The Job Training Partnership Act
title III is operating on a very limited scale and with very mixed
results from locality to locality. :

Senator HEINz. And I gather, Dr. Bergsten, from your advocacy
of passing this legislation, that you do not believe the sort of
import fee proposed here poses a danger of retaliation or expansion
of the import-fee concept into a broader surcharge?

Dr. BERGSTEN. No; I do not think it provokes a risk of retaliation.
I think the lefislation is correct in seeking to negotiate a change in
the GATT rules that would permit any country to apply this kind
of measure. I am not sure whether other countries would do it;
most have existing manpower programs, but they might look at it
as an additional source of revenue and emulate what we did. I
think emulation and not retaliation is the more likely internation-
al response once it were negotiated.

Senator HEinz. Now, I believe Senator Danforth has asked this
question of other witnesses, but I was unable to attend.

Do you believe, either or both of you, that it is justifiable to pro-
vide better unemployment or adjustment benefits to those dis-
placed by imports than to those who become unemployed for other
reasons?

Dr. Bendick.

Dr. BENDICK. It is difficult in many cases to justify special assist-
ance to workers who have had good jobs and have now lost them,
beyond what you provide to workers who have never enjoyed such
a solid employment history. There are many disadvantaged work-
ers in this society, such as are supposed to be served by title II of
the Job Training Partnership, who are not provided Government
assistance at all simply because of the unavailability of funds. A
strong case can be made on equity grounds for helping the disad-
vantaged at least as much as you help the trade-dislocated. On the
other hand, the trade-dislocated have lost something. The change
in trade patterns, the change in Government policy, has cost them
something, and there is an equity case you can make in terms of
restoring what they had taken away from them that does justify
that kind of extra assistance.

Senator HEINz. In previous trade liberalization measures we
have been consistently moving toward freer trade, and we have
generally had the support or at least the neutrality of organized
labor, as a result of the promise of a safety net designed specifical-
ly to take care of the casualties of the free trading system. Our in-
terest has been that of trying to make sure that through a more
dynamic economy, one that does not coddle ad infinitum dying or
nearly dead industries, we become a more efficient economy. And
as a result, everybody is better off in the wiser employment of
those resources, and we have that safety net to take care of these
temporarily—those who are casualties of free trade.
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Does that argument make sense to you?

Dr. BENbick. It does.

Senator Heinz. Dr. Bergsten.

Dr. BERGSTEN. Oh, yes, I would concur in that approach. I would
prefer to see an effective adjustment program that was available
for workers and firms displaced for whatever cause; but I certainly
think the principle you adduced is proper and correct.

Pragmatically, of course, it is much more feasible to provide the
funding programs necessary to help a smaller group of workers,
those who are trade impacted, than the entire universe.

And, finally, I would come back to the linkage that I mentioned
in my opening statement. We have a natural inkage, I think, be-
tween the revenues generated by what I call the "user costs” of
trade restraints and helping those hurt by the trade flows. The con-
sumers do have to pay more. It would be eminently logical, I think,
to take that pot of revenue and apply it to help the people adverse-
l{l affected by the same imports. It is a natural linkage which I
think would make political as well as economic sense. You can do
it either the way the bills do or the way our proposal does, but I
think it is carrying out a very logical and defensible principle.

Senator HeiNz. Turning to your proposal, Dr. Bergsten, how do
you rate the chances that we might be able to attain international
agreement on the sort of fundin§ plan which you proposed, or for
that matter in the plan of the bill before us?

Dr. BErRGSTEN. I think there is a very good chance. The rest of
the world is very worried about the outlook for U.S. trade policy, as
they should be. I think they recognize, partly from their own expe-
rience, that an effective domestic adjustment program with ade-
quate funding is essential to prevent a breakdown of the kind of
open trading system they want to see, and I think they would sup-
g‘ort particularly positively a U.S. initiative in the adjustment area.

rankly, that is not what they are expecting. They are expecting
U.S. trade initiatives in a less constructive arena. :

If the administration and Congress put together a positive adjust-
ment approach, albeit with some new wrinkles about how to fi-
n]gngg it, I think the rest of the world would be quite positively in-
clined.

Now, under our approach, a GATT negotiation would be re-
quired. As I mentioned, we would change existing allocated quotas
to auction quotas or tariffs. To the extent that were done by in-
creasing tariffs, we would have to go to the GATT and get approv-
al, because some of those tariffs are bound.

However, the net effect on protection would be zero. Indeed, we
would change the form of protection in a way I think would be wel-
comed abroad.

I think that negotiation could be successful and would indeed be
welcomed as a very positive U.S. contribution to getting the trad-
ing system back on track.

nator HEINz. Dr. Bergsten, thank you. I am going to recognize

Senator Bradley but, before I do, I want to ask unanimous consent

flo insert the statement of Senator Baucus at the beginning of the
earing.

Without objection, so ordered.

Senator Bradley.
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Senator BRADLEY. Thank you very much.

Each of you has read the various proposals, and I think the
quota auction is a variation on some of the things we have pro-
posed. What is your fj“d ent as to whether GATT would be recep-
tive to this kind of funding mechanism, either the small, less than
1-percent tariff or the quota auction, given, as you have pointed
out, the real adjustment problems that exist in every country, and
that includes everybody from Indonesia to West Germany?

Dr. BERGSTEN. My guess is the reaction would be positive. I have
tried out our proposal on high-level trade officiale of some foreiﬂ
governments, and they have immediately said, “Well, you would
violating tariff bindings, so you would have to come negotiate it”;
but there is a standard practice under GATT article 28 for exactly
this kind of device.

What we have proposed is not new; there have been conversions
in the past from quota systems, like the American selling price of
various products, to tariffs. You have to take that into the GATT,
and get international agreement, so people will agree that the rate
of tariff you are setting is correct and not adding a new measure of
protection.

But I have had a reaction that suggests to me they would be posi-
tive. I have not tried out the low-rate tariff, but I think, given the
context I mentioned a moment ago and the positive cast this would
give to the whole thrust of American trade policy, there would be a
very strong probability of acceptance. The others, of course, would
insist they could do the same thing, but that is envisaged in the
legislation, and it seems to me eminently reasonable.

Senator BRADLEY. It is a price worth paying, right?

Dr. BERGSTEN. I think they would view it so.

Senator BRADLEY. If you get to the legislation itself—

Dr. BERGSTEN. In fact, just to add, it might not even be a price in
a net sense. As I mentioned, they might well emulate our practices;
all of them are looking to reduce their budget deficits, and they
might regard it as somewhat welcome, as well.

nator BRADLEY. To get to the seneral issue of when the work-
ers get their training—and I would like to ask Dr. Bendick this—
does it make sense to provide for some kind of on-the-job training?
Should we be saying: “In order to get unemployment com nsation,
you have to be in a job-training program, so go into the local com-
munity college and take a general course.” Or should we be saying,
“Look, you've got unemployment compensation no matter what.
Look around, take your voucher, go to a company that might want
you but needs to have sfou retool, and use your voucher to retrain
yourself with some kind of on-the-job training.”

Dr. Benpick. The entire thrust of experience—not only from
recent programs with dislocated workers but also from 20 years of
experience retraining disadvantaged workers—pushes in the direc-
tion of more and more connections with on-the-job training, more
and more direction by actual employers. You will get the largest
bang per buck out of on-the-job training of any of the mechanisms
you are talking about.

Senator BrabpLEYy. How many dislocated workers do you think
there are in the United States, dislocated from imports? I know the
institute has made a rough estimate that it could be close to
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400,000, and there are about 30,000 now getting trade adjustment
assistance. There are people in the administration who say, “You
know, a dislocated worker is a dislocated worker. How can y : : tell
tgey‘)are dislocated from imports?”’ What would be your response to
that?

Dr. BErGsTEN. I think it is logically correct to say that one
cannot distinguish precisely the cause of dislocation of a particular
worker. Almost every industry that we have studied clearly faces
multiple causes of difficulty, and it is hard to say that worker A is
dislocated for a different reason from worker B.

We, however, would basically rely on the kind of test that has
been traditional in U.S. trade law, the escape clause and the trade
adjustment assistance statute itself. If the import flows were a
major or primary cause of the injury and the dislocation for work-
ers, we would then regard the industry as import impacted, essen-
tially give it the benefit of the doubt, and apply trade adjustment
assistance to that industry. That may err a bit on the generous side
compared with trying to narrow down to two-thirds of the workers
in an industry because two-thirds of the cause was imports. We
don’t think you can cut it that fine.

And so, particularly with this new revenue source that we have
suggested, which will provide a surplus, we think you could err on
that generous side and do a positive service for the workers them-
selves as well as for trade policy. .

Senator BRADLEY. What about providing the assistance and re-
training not only to industries that are themselves adversely affect-
ed but also to suppliers?

Dr. BErGsTEN. That is not something we looked at in our latest
study in much detail, but I have in previous work and think that is
a desirable idea.

Senator BRADLEY. Thank you.

Senator DANFORTH. Senator Grassleiy.

Senator GrAssLEY. Mr. Chairman, I don’t have any questions of
this panel, but I did want to take the opportunity to remind the
committee that when this comes up for discussion I will have an
amendment that I want to propose to the committee that would in-
clude t%eople displaced from agriculture as a result of agricultural
imports.

Dr. BErGSTEN. I might just mention, if I could butt in, that in our
analysis that I mentioned of 17 industries, where we would try to
change the existing nature of import relief in order to provide help
for workers, agriculture is included. We have done some analysis of
dairy, sugar, beef. It might be a helpful input as you think about it.

Senator GrRAssSLEY. It would be very helpful, because there is a
lack of statistical base on that; so whatever you have would be ap-
preciated. Thank you very much.

Senator DANFORTH. Gentlemen, thank you very much. I apologize
for not beinf here for any of your testimony, because of the way
the votes fell this afternoon.

I {'ust have one question that I would like to pose, and then I
would also like to ask if you would be rec?tive to having written
questions submitted by Senators. I know Senator Roth has some
questions and maybe some other Senators also.
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What do we do about the situation in Windsor, MO? Dr. Bergsten
knows where Windsor is; Senator Bradley knows where Windsor is.
There are a lot of former Missourians around here.

Senator BRADLEY. I used to beat them.

Senator DANFORTH. There are a lot of people beating on Windsor
these days. [Laughter.]

Windsor has had a shoe plant close, and, as is true with a lot of
smaller communities, it is a major blow when that happens.

But let’s not just take Windsor, let’s take a hypothetical situa-
tion: Suppose that this is a community with 500 people, that the
only real employer other than some retail shop is a shoe factory,
and that the average age of the people is 55 years old. If the shoe
factory closes because of imports, should trade adjustment cover
that, or what can we do about that?

Dr. BENDICK. Senator, your earlier statement about the problems
of Windsor, MO, were exactly correct. If there is no generation of
jobs in the community, then all the retraining in the world is not
going to address the problems effectively. Conversely, as I believe
you said earlier, when you have job generation, by hook or b
crook, people get ready for those jobs. The problem is jobs muc
more than the retraining for them.

Senator DANFORTH. But what should we do?

Dr. BEnpick. The mechanisms which the Federal Government
has established for dealing with such community job development
problems typically are not found under Trade Adjustment Assist-
ance. They are found under programs of the Economic Develop-
ment Administration, some of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment programs like Urban Development Action Grants, and so
forth. Those programs have endured severe budgetary cuts in the
last 5 years. Those programs are not perfect in their execution in
many ways; and yet the problems on which you are focusing sug-
gest that what those programs need is enhanced funding and im-
provement in how they operate, but certainly not funding cuts.

Mr. BERGSTEN. I would add one dimension to the existing pro-
gram to try to deal with at least part of the problem in Windsor—
namely, the aged worker who really doesn’t have much scope for
movement. That is early retirement, financed from this program.
We have looked at a lot of other industrial countries as they have
tried to formulate an adjustment program. And many of them,
based on much longer experience than the United States has had
with worker adjustment efforts, have concluded that when workers
reach a certain age, their late fifties or older, the prospects of re-
training and/or relocating them for different jobs is just very low.

And so the humane thing, perhaps economically the most effi-
cient as well, is to provide early retirement. That of course gets to
the funding level. And, again, our proposal would provide adequate
funding to do that. Yours would begin to move in that direction.
But it may simply be that one has to recognize that an industry
like U.S. footwear does, over time, have to downsize. The question
is: How to do it humanely? Early retirement may have to play a
part in that, which we have not so far come to grips with.

Senator DaNForTH. Thank you.

Senator Roth.
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Senator RotH. Well, I usually have questions, but I haven't
heard the testimony. I regret that I was over at the voting and
didn’t hear it. I would express again my appreciation to both of you
for being here.

Senator BRADLEY. Mr. Chairman, could I ask one more _question?

Senator DANFORTH. Yes.

Senator BRADLEY. What is the amount of revenue that you esti-
mate your proposal will generate?

Dr. BErRGSTEN. Simply from the conversion of existing quantita-
tive restrictions, where the revenue goes to the foreigners by virtue
of the way they are carried out, you could generate in 1986 $8.7
billion by shifting those over to tariffs and quota auctions, where
the U.S. Treasury would get the rents.

Senator BRADLEY. Yes. at if you shift quantitative restrictions
to auctioning the quotas?

Dr. BERGSTEN. The same thing. We have assumed that you
switch the existing allocated quota either to a tariff at the equiva-
lent level of protection, or an auction quota—at the same quota
level, but you auction it off and you get the revenue. So, either way
it would be $8.7 billion from these 17 industries that now enjoy spe-
cial protection.

Senator BRADLEY. And those 17 industries? Could you run down
that list? )

Dr. BErRGSTEN. Yes. Some of them will surprise you; you may not
even know they have it.

Senator BRADLEY. We have a sugar quota—right?

Dr. BERGSTEN. Oh, yes. We have all the big ones—textiles, appar-
el, carbon steel, autos. The remaining restraints on autos we did
put in here. We have sugar, dairy, meat, peanuts, maritime, and
then some small ones—orange juice, ceramic tile, rubber footwear,
glass products, book manufacturing. There is a list attached to the
testimony that I gave you. :

Senator BRADLEY. So, essentially you are saying, instead of us
saying to Hong Kong “you get x-percent of our markets’” we say “x-
percent of our market is now available for bid,” and countries es-
sentially pay for the right to export to the United States. Right?

Dr. BERGSTEN. That is right.

Senator BRADLEY. Now, one of the concerns that I have heard
voiced about this kind of proposal is that you would have a few
NIC’s dominating the whole field, and you would have the Bangla-
deshes or all the very, very poor, et cetera, essentially having no
access to the market at all, and the poor would get poorer and the
rich would get richer.

What is your response to that?

Dr. BERGSTEN. I think that is very unlikely. Bangladesh, per se,
might not be competing against Hong Kong in the auction. The
United States retail chain which decided it wanted to buy blouses
from Bangladesh would be in there competing with another United
States retail chain that wanted to buy trousers from Honﬁ Kong.
And tc}xe first retail chain might have more buying power than the
second.

That is an important point. You are not selling all of the quotas,
or even maybe an¥ of them—it depends on the technique—to the
foreign exporter. You are selling them to whoever wants to buy
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them; but whoever buys them gets the right to import, and that is
opposite, as you probably know, from what happens now where
there are people in Hong Kong hotels selling export quota tickets.

Senator BRADLEY. Oh, yes.

Dr. BERGSTEN. Many of them haven’t produced any textiles or ap-
parel for 10 years; but they sell the tickets, and they live a very
fancy life. There is no reason for them to get that revenue.

Senator BrabLEY. You would do a worldwide quota, then?

Dr. BERGSTEN. We would phase in the worldwide quota. You
could, if you wanted to do it cold turkey, go to the worldwide quota
immediately. That would raise problems for some foreign exporting
countries who aren’t so competitive, some of the Latin American
countries in textiles, for example, so you might want to phase in
the global quotas and phase down the national quotas, simply for
reasons of not hitting the foreign country cold turkey. But if you
wanted to do it, you certainly could. And over time you would shift
the system completely.

Senator BRADLEY. Thank you.

Senator DANFORTH. Gentlemen, thank you both very much, and
my apologies for the confused way in which the hearing has been
held. I want to assure you that nobody sitting in front of you sched-
uled the affairs of the Senate today.

Dr. BERGSTEN. And any written questions we would be delighted
to answer.

Senator DANFORTH. Thank you both very much.

[Whereupon, at 4:10 p.m., the hearing was concluded.]

[Communications subsequently submitted for the record follow:]
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

STATE OFFICE BUILDING CAMPUS

ALBANY, N.Y. 12240
LILLIAN ROSERTS

COMMISSIONKA OF LAROR

September 30, 1985

The Honorable John C. Danforth, Chairman
Subcommittee on International Trade
Senate Finance Committee

219 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

ATTN: Ms. Betty Scott-Bloom
Dear Senator Danforth:

I would like to submit the enclosed statement for the Subcommittee hearing
record on the Trade Adjustment Assistance program. I commend the

Subcommittee's efforts on behalf of this valuable program and appreciate the
opportunity to convey New York State's strong support for TAA extension and

reauthorization. )
Sécerely,
Lillsan Roberts

Enclosure
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STATEMENT OF
LILLIAN ROBERTS
COMMISSIONER OF LABOR
NYS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

REGARDING THE
TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE
SEPTEMBER 17, 1985

New York State strongly supports the extension of the Trade Adjustment Assistance
(TAA) pregram. The expiration of this important program will have an extremely
negative impact on New York State's trade-affected workers.

Among the 6,700 workers who became eligible for Trade Act benefits in New York
State this fiscal year, 2,400 adversely affected workers are currently receiving $320,000
per month in Trade Readjustment Assistance (TRA) benefits under 60 active Trade Act
certified petitions. In addition, more than 100 New York State Trade Act petitions,
covering several thousand workers, are pending before the U.S. Department of Labor's
Office of Trade Adjustment Assistance. Should the Trade Act not be extended, both of
tl(x)eae groups of workers will lose the benefits to which they are entitled ater September
30, 1985,

Additionally, 727 workers are enrolled in approved occupational training programs
funded at a cost of $2,471,800. Although these individuals will be permitted to extend
their participation past the September 30th expiration of the program, the loss of
entitlement to basic allowances, extended allowances for training, transportation
allowances, and/or subsistence allowances will seriously jeopardize the ability of many
workers to remain in training through completion. Resulting drop-outs will mean not only
a waste of Trade Act funds already invested in these individuals but a loss of human
potential as well.

We are fully aware that the Administration has sought to consolidate the program
with the Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA) Dislocated Workers program, alleging
shortcomings in the program. However, we believe the record clearly demonstrates that
the manner in which the program has been administered by the U.S. Department of Labor
(USDOL) rather than statutory shortcomings, has been the primary hindrance to optimal
program functioning. For example, the Act, as amended in 1981, is still being
administered withcut promulgated regulations.

Furthermore, inexcusable delays by US )L in the fund allocation process creates
uncertainty as to the timing and amount of grants to the states, severely decreasing
program participation levels. For fiscal year 1985, New York did not receive its first
*Notification of Obligational Authority® for Trade Act funding until May 15, 1985, more
than seven months after the start of the fiscal year.
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New York State firmly opposes the substitution of JTPA Dislocated Workers
discretionary funds for the TAA program. The Trade Act recognizes, and provides for,
the unique situation of its target population as contrasted to the target groupe of other
programs also designed to provide re-employment and training services. The TAA
program was designed to deal specifically with the re-employment needs of individuals
who have a long term, recent work history; have been employed at relatively high skill and
income leveis; and have lost their jobs directly as a result of U.S. trade policy.

In recognition of these differences, the Trade Act encourages the retraining of these
workers at or near their previous skill and income levels. Consequently, it provides
benefits significantly different in nature from other federal programs. A maximum of 78
weeks of benefit payments, including regular Unemployment [nsurance (UD and 104 weeks
of occupational retraining are authorized by the Act. These specific Trade Act benefit
levels recognize the unique plight of the trade-affected workers and provide for training
opportunities and other benefits not possible under JTPA.

The issue of administrative funding for the TAA program is an additional concern of
great magnitude. For FY 1985, Congress did not appropriate any funds for TAA
administration. As a result, USDOL directed states to use Ul administrative funds for
TAA administration.

This action added to the programmatic difficulties experienced by the TAA program
this fiscal year, causing inadequate outreach and counseling activities and a significant
reduction in program participation. At the same time, Ul systems in many states were
undergoing major retrenchment due to declining workloads and a widespread non-personal
services (NPS) shortfall. Consequently, many states were hard-pressed to administer the
TAA program with diminishing Ul resources. Accordingly, we strongly arge the
Subcommittee to include language in its TAA authorizing legislation or the Subcommittee
Report, stipulating that discrete TAA administrative funding be provided.

- As Commissioner of the New York State Agency charged with primary responsibility
for the well-being of our work force, I commend the Subcommittee for its efforts to
maintain assistance to trade-affected workers. I strongly encourage continuation of much
needed benefits provided under the Trade Act. In the event that Congressional action on
authorizing legislation has not been completed by September 30, 1985, I urge enactment
of a tempcrary extension of the existing program until a reauthorizing measure is
adopted.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE COUNCIL

750 Thrieenth Street. SE . Washington, D.C 20003 USA
Telephone (202) 547-1727

TESTIMONY OF DR, PETER T, NELSEN, PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL
TRADE COUNCIL, PERTAINING TO SENATE CONSIDERATION OF

S. 1544, THE TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE EXTENSION AND
REFORM ACT OF 1985, SEFC;RE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON
INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE,
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Mr. Chairman, and menbers of the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Trade, I am Dr. Peter J. MNelsen, an economist and
President of the International Trade Council and‘Chairman of
the International Development Institute (IDI). 1IDI is a
research and educational organization dedicated to the develop-
ment of international trade and the transfer of appropriate
technology to meet basic human needs. The International Trade
Council is a trade association of large and small businesses
gathered for the promotion of U.S. export and free trade,

Mr. Chairman, as much aswe would like to endorse S.1544
and as much as we sympathize with the plight of the many Americans
who have lost jobs due to noncompetitive U,S., industry, wecan
not conclude that S.1544 provides any meaningful solution,

S.1544 proposes another government entitlement another
general U,S. government trust fund which is available to all
eligible citizens who meet the criteria as defined in the bill,
This method of financing could experience an early crisis if
the U.S. employment situation is not reinforced by the cre-
ation of a viable competitive U.S., export marketing policy.

The notion of assigning 54,000 for each qualified worker
is essentially applying a band-aid to the problem of long term
retraining and creation of meaningful, profitable employment.

Recent history has demonstrated that solutions in the
nature of S5.1544 can only be temporary and costly. For example,
after the instltution of the trade adjustment assistance program
in the 1960's, it soon became apparent that the program involved
more assistance than adjustment - cash payments rather than long

term training. we fear that a new assistance program as envisioned
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“77 by S.1544 with Job retralning vouchers would only be putting the
qunds in the hands of a different disbursing agent.
The real solution is to maintain open U.S., markets and
at the same time promote U.S. export, Open markets serve America
in very real ways. Consumers gain access to a greater variety
of products at lower prices. Domestic industries learn to adjust “
to changing technology before they become totally noncompetitive
and for those industries with vision, the benefits of successful
exportation of goods and services are reaped in profit margins.
Moreover, trade is the primary source of hope for the poor of the
world, and a stable economic order increases their chance of being
lifted out oproverty.
The implications of a vibrant U.S. export industry are great.
It has been estimated that for every billion dollars in export,
25,000 U,S. domestic jobs would be created. This means that if
the U.S, would pursue policies to achieve a tradelbalance through
aggressive U,S. export while avolding U.S. trade barriers, a
net gain of 3.7 million jobs could be created.
Finally, S.15484 intrudes on the existing structure of GATT,
If this program was implemented, it would be linked to nego-
tiations which would add a provision to GATT giving all member
countries the right to asses; 3 smalllfee on imports in order
to finance adjustment programs,
This type of linkage to GATT weighs down the negotiation
process and burdens member states with the question of setting
up another program by attaching another item of expense on its
imports. This burdensome point of negotiation, all but small
in the eyes of the U,S,,  comes at a time when the U.S. is

desperately trylng to persuade other natlons to lower trade
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barriers. This discussion cannot help the overall U.S. position
at these sensitlve conferences. .

The solution to the present U,S. trade deffcit dilemma
is to avoid all negative legislation, avoid all protectionist
trade barriers or substitutes for trade barriers, and rigorously
promote U.S. export. Mr. Chairman, President Reagan is about
to announce a clearer trade policy stance which expounds the
merits -of opening markets abroad. This represents a positive,
expansive economic approach which in the short and long run is
a much more powerful mechanism to produce meaningful American
Jobs. It is myhope and my recommendation that you seriously
consider avoiding legislation that may net out costing the U,S.
Treasury more dollars and costing U.S. negotiators the lowering
of trade barriers in the GATT conference to came,

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of the Subcommittee on
International Trade for the opportunity to submit these written
remarks pertaining to Senate consideration of S.1544, the

Trade Adfustment Assistance Extenslon and Reform Act of 1985,



