EXEMPTING .FROM: DUTY PERSONAL :AND {HOUSBHOLD.
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GOVERNMENT' QRDERS'
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Mr. GBORGE, from thé Committeeé ori Fihinoe, submitted the followirig
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(To accompany, i/ R. 7234],

The Committee on Finance, to:whom was referred the bill (H. R.
7234) to exempt from duty personal and household effects brought
into the United States under Government orders, having considered
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recom-
mend that the bill do pass.

The proposed legislation would relieve from duty and tax the im-
portation of personal and houschold effects of any person in the service
of the Unite(f) States, or of his family, or of any person evacuated to the
United States, if such articles are forwarded to the United States by
reason of Government instructions regarding the movement of the
owner or the articles, even though the owners thereof, by reason of
military obligations or wartime conditions, do not in tend an immediato
return to this country and in fact may be precluded by the events of
the war from ever returning to the United States.

The bill would also remove the requirement of the actual arrival of
the owner of the articles as a condition precedent to free entry and
also the requirement that the houschold effects have been actually
used abroad for 1 year. This bill, however, would not in any way
weivo the requirements that articles imported into the United States
must bo entered in conformity with existing procedural requirements
nor would it apply to articles imported for sale,

The bill would accord free entry to personal and household effects
which have been entered for consumption or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption on or after December 8, 1941, thus enabling
persons cominﬁ within the scope of the bill to obtain refunds of duties
and taxes paid on such articles entered or withdrawn between that
date and the effective date of the act.



2 EXEW E,Fg(s) Mg{q CERTAIN PERSONAL PROPERTY
_The Bureau of Customs is in, receipt.of a report from the collegtor
of 'c’ugﬁgm:nit San Francisco, Calif.,' wherein he acivisegﬁfx‘ét} ?ﬁwé
aré approximately 90 shipments .of household and personal ‘effécts,
the property of Army and Navy officers, which arrived in the United
States during the past 2 years and are now retained in customs custody
at that port. These officers or their families were instructed to return
to the United States in most cases because of the unsettled conditions
in the Orient before war was declared. Under the provisions of sec-
tion/401 ‘of the Tariff/Act; ahy of these’shipments'Which' had idt Been
ep,terﬁd for customs pufpoges within 1.year from;the date:of importa-
tion have become abandoned to the Government ;and are subject;to
sale. There are, no doubt, other shipments of ?ike character at other
ports of entry. Of the 90 shipments now at San Francisco, 28 ship-
n}xlents have bec(f)ml;a aba:lldon to the (iliwemull)ent 11121 ?ccoi'ldance with
the proyisions of the said section 491 and must be sold for. the ent
of duties'and chargeés unless 'tﬁhg bill is'enacted.’’ "ﬁi‘e’sé’ship‘rh%%{lsnwill
be within the purview of that portion of the bill reading as follows;
. Tllllie l:‘reut‘: entry herein autt’ggrizedtsgml;ﬁap ly tga anyfegepts dfeoribe(il in sec(tﬁon
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The bill would give relief, to the, persons coming within the scope
thereof who have been denied the fig%b’ of free entry for their. personal
and household effects by reason of circumstances beyond their control,
and attributable directFy or indireotly to the present World War.
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