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Mr. KING, from1 the Committee on Finance, submitted the1 following

R E PO R T

[To accompl)any H..J.les. 3251

The Committee on Finance, to whom wats referred the joint reso-
lution (H.J.Res. 325) extending for 2 years the timie within which
Amierican claiimaints may make application for payment, under the
Settlement of War Claimis Act of 1928, of awards of the Mixed
Clainis Commission an(l the Trlilpartite Claimis Commission, and
extenl(diIlg until March 10, 1936, the, time within which H-unligarian
claimaants may make a)plication for payment, utn(lel the Settlement
of War Claims Act of 1.928, of awur'ds of the, War Clainis Arbiter,
having colnsidlere( the same, rel)ort favorably thereon wvith 1anIein(l-
mient, and recommend that tle resolution, as anllendel, (do pass.

r.lle necessity for thel legislation is explained in the following letter
from 1IIon. \enyMorgentlaltl, Jr., Sveletary of tie"T'reasury, to the
1' resident of thel Senate:

UJNIT'EI) STATH-3 SENATE1,
01i)vllcs, 011TH E; L1IICMISI.A1LTIVE COUNBEL.,

March 'IO, 1934.
The IPIIE5IDE-NT UNITED STATES SEINATHr.

Sina: I have the honor to tranismit lherewith for consi(leration by the Congress
draft of a lprolpose(d joint resolution to aneiid(l the Settlement of War Clahis Act
of 1928 for thle purpose of extell(Iing for 2 additional years the tinme within which
American nationals vho lhaVC O)tiniC(I awar(ls from the Mixed Clalmims Colilmisq-
fiionl, United States and Germany, or thre Tripartite Claims Comlmnimlsiolm, Austria
1l11( HIunmgary 111(1 the II u1garian nationals who have oh)taiime(1 awards from the
W\arai Clahis Arbiter, may make application to the '1'reasumry for thle payment of
fsuleh awar1d8. It is not necesItsary to include any reference to the Atustrian
nationals as these clailmantslI have belCI paid ill full.

''11me Settlemtent of War Claims Act of 1928 originallY required that application
for paYmllent of aNvarls entere(l by the MiXe(d Claimls Cdommission, the 'Trip)artite
ClaimIlsi ('Com1issionll, anld tile War Claims Arbiter be madIe within a period of 2
Yeallrs. Ilowever, in viewv of thte fact that some of the awardtS Nvere not entered
by tIle Mixed Claimis Commission inl t;ime to permit claimants to file R})pliCatli1oS
within the period tspeoltied and that funds werernot available as rquired t1opaY
all of the anWar(s entered by the Tripartite Claims Comimifission until late in 1933,
the act ha. been amended frolm1 time to time so as to extend the time within which
apl)licatlons may be filed. '1he time within Which these applications may bo



2 EXTENDING TIME FOR SETTLFJMENT OF WAR CLAIMS

filed expired on March 10, 1934. As to the awards entered by the War Claims
Arbiter the act required applications to be filed within a period of 2 years from
the date when the awards were finally certified by the Arbiter to the Treasury
for payment. The time for filing applications on this account expired on
December 15, 1933.
The Treasury holds 38 awards entered by the Mixed Claims Commission,

which have been certified for payment, amounting to approximately $60,000;
71 awards entered by the Tripartite Claims Commission in favor of American
nationals against the Governments of Austria and Hungary in the amount of
approximately $82,000, and 4 awards entered by the YWar Claims Arbiter in
favor of Hungarian nationals against the United States in the amotlult of approxi-
mately $4,000 for which the Treasury has received no applicaitionis, I understand
that there are at the present time pending before the Mixed Claims Commission
16 claims in the amount of approximately $1,500,000 on account of which awards
will in all probability be entered. In addition there are other claims pending
which are known as the "sabotage claims," on account of which awards also may
be entered. There is no authority for the Treasury to accept applications for
payment on account of any awards which may bo entered in these last-mentioned
cases, as the time within which applications could be filed expired on March 10,
1984.
The claimants who have already received awards from the Mixed Clailms

Commission, the War Claims Arbiter, and the Tripartite Claims Commission,
except possibly in the case of American claimants who received awards against
Hungary, have had ample opportunity to file such applications, but for various
reasons some of them have not done so. The claimants whose claims are still
pending before the Mixed Claims Commission have not, of course, had an oppor-
tunity to file application within the time fixed by the act. Any awards which are
entered in their behalf have been entered after the expiration of the time fixed by
Congress. It will be necessary, therefore, to grant ad(l.itionial time to allow these
claimnants to file their applications for payment. In connection with tlhe Amierican
nationals receiving awards against the Government of Hungary, that Govern-
ment did not deposit the funds with which to i)ay such awards until September 15,
1933. The timo limit, therefore, within which the applicants could file application
was for only a, period of approximately 6 months, namely from Septemcber 15,
1933, to March 10, 1934. In all fairness to these claimants they shouldlc be granted
additional time within which to file applications. In view of the fact thmat the
time for filing applications for these last two mentioned classes of claimants
should be exten(led, it would appear that any provisions extending the timlel for
filing application should also apply to the other classes.
Many of these claimants have not 1)een located by the Treasury and apparently

iii soime cases they (1o not even have kniowlecdge tliat anll aar(d has been enterc(i ini
their behalf. The amount of each Individual awards involved is relatively small
but no (doubt the majority of them are in favor of lersoni whlo are greatly ill lleed
of funds. If the timse is extended the Treasury will continued( its efforts to locatto
these claimants iii or(ler that l)ay-ient maty be mnadie to them.

I recommend, therefore, that the l)hol)ose(l legislation be givell favorable
consi(eration at this session of Conigress il order that paymiellt may b)e mnado
l)ronlntly upon receil)t of aipplicationsl3. If Congress does not take action at thlis
session and additional awards tare entered l)y the Mixed Clatms C''onijission, tlio
claimants will )0 doIeprlve(l of their funds untlt Coingress extends the thime within
which applications may be filed. I might add that these payments are till muda(le
out of trust funds anud (1o not rel)resent anll exp)endituire from public funtds andtiare
not, therefore, a charge against the Budget.

Respectuilly,
H{. MOBOsENTIIlAI, ,Jii,,

Sccrclary of Ole '1'reastiry.
The committee has amended tho resolu1tioll to lilllit the Cexteljisio of

timel within which Aneorican claimiants may make application for
payment to 1 year, instead of 2 years as in the resolution as passed tlho
-1011se, and hias limited the extension of timlse within which IlHungarian
claimants may inake application for payment to March 10, 1935,
instead of March 10, 1936, as in Ilhe resolution as p)assed( the House.
It is felt that the extensions thus provi(led in each case should give
tuiple tine to disI)Ose of these, matters.


